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PLACE YOUR
AD TODAY!

AlIMS Awantipora
OPD By Dec, IPD
By July 2027

JP Nadda Sets March 2027
Deadline For Construction Work

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Outpatient depart-
ment (OPD) services at the
upcoming All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Awantipora, are planned to
begin before December 2026,
while inpatient department
(IPD) services are expected to

start in July 2027.

Union Health Minister ] P
Nadda on Thursday reviewed
the progress of the institute and
directed the concerned agencies
to complete the remaining con-
struction work by March 2027.

During the review meeting,
officials informed the minister
that all major | More on P6

AIIMS Awantipora MBBS
Intake Doubled To 100

said AIIMS Awantipora would have 100 MBBS seats, dou-

J ammu and Kashmir Health Minister Sakina Itoo on Thursday

bling the 50 seats announced earlier, as she welcomed Union
Health Minister J P Nadda's visit to the institute. Speaking after
Nadda's visit to the institute in Pulwama district, Itoo said the
Union Minister reviewed the progress of the project and its pre-
paredness for launching academic and healthcare services.
"Earlier, 50 MBBS seats had been announced, but | More on P6

SC: 24-Hour Arrest Clock
Starts From Detention

Rules Pre-Arrest Detention Must Count; Directs
Magistrates To Record Actual Time Of Detention

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Supreme Court
on Thursday ruled that the
constitutional 24-hour dead-
line for producing an arrested
person before a magistrate
begins from the moment of
detention, and not from the
time the police formally re-

cords the arrest.

Holding that there can be
no artificial distinction be-
tween arrest and detention
for the purpose of Article

CAT Declines To Interfere With

22(2) of the Constitution, a
bench of Justices Ujjal Bhuyan
and Atul S Chandurkar said
any interpretation allowing
the police to exclude the pe-
riod of pre-arrest detention
would be contrary to the con-
stitutional mandate.

"The view that 24 hours
begin only from the formal
arrest is contrary to the con-
stitutional mandate of Article
22(2) and Section 56 of the
BNSS," the bench observed.

The verdict | More on P6

Female Doc’s Transfer

Observes Women Doctors Cannot Be Exempted From
Remote Postings On Gender Grounds

M Ahmad

Srinagar: In a strong mes-
sage to those responsible for
public healthcare, the Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
has observed that there was no
duty as solemn as treating the
sick and that the health of the
nation rests on the shoulders
of those entrusted with this
responsibility.

Quoting  French  scholar
Francois Rabelais, Member
(Judicial) M.S. Latif observed:
"Without health, life is not life,
it is only a state of languor and
sufferings—an image of death.”

The Tribunal further re-
marked that people approach-
ing government hospitals and

health centres for treatment
deserve the utmost attention,
describing healthcare profes-
sionals as individuals who share
the agony of the sick and strive
for their recovery, good health

Jhelum, Tributaries Run Low As
Kashmir Heads Into Winter

Water Scarcity Concerns Mount Ahead Of Winter; Forecaster
Warns Of Impact On Drinking Water, Power Generation

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Water levels in the
River Jhelum and several of
its tributaries remain below
normal as Kashmir heads into
winter following prolonged
dry spells, raising concerns
over drinking water availabil-
ity and power generation in
the coming months.

Gauge readings released
by the Irrigation and Flood
Control Department showed
that the water level at
Sangam stood at minus 0.64
feet at 9 am on Wednesday,
while Ram Munshi Bagh in
Srinagar recorded 3.80 feet.

At Asham in north Kashmir,
the water level stood at 1.19

feet, while Wular Lake was
recorded at 1573.84 metres.

Several tributaries also
recorded low levels. Vishow

Nallah at Batkoot minus 0.52
metres.

Doodhganga at Barzulla
recorded 0.26 metres, while
Sindh Nallah at Doderhama
stood at minus 0.25 metres.

Independent weather fore-
caster Faizan Arif said water
levels across the Valley were
below normal and warned
that another prolonged dry
spell could worsen water
scarcity during the winter
months.

"Water levels are below
normal, and we have a dry
spell ahead in Kashmir Valley.
This could trigger shortages
of drinking water and affect
electricity generation, par-
ticularly if | More on P6

Nallah at Khudwani stood at
2.41 metres, while Rambiyara
Nallah at Wachi recorded mi-
nus 0.48 metres and Lidder

MeT Predicts
Rain, Snow
From
November 10

igher reaches of Kashmir, including
Razdan Pass, received fresh snow-

fall on Wednesday evening as the
Meteorological Centre Srinagar forecast an-
other spell of rain and snow across Jammu and
Kashmir from November 10. The weather de-
partment has predicted generally dry conditions Meanwhile, night temperatures | More on P6

from November 6 to 9, followed by light to
moderate rainfall in the plains and snowfall in
higher reaches on November 10 and 11. Another
spell of light to moderate precipitation is likely
at many places on November 12, particularly
during the evening and night.

ECI Defers
J&K Voter Roll
Revision Over
Weather

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Election
Commission of India (ECI) has
deferred the electoral roll re-
vision exercise in Jammu and
Kashmir, citing weather condi-
tions, and said the schedule for
the Union Territory would be
announced in due course.

The Commission said the
schedule for electoral roll revision
in Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Ladakh would be
announced separately, keeping in
view the prevailing weather con-
ditions in these regions.

"Also, for the 3 States/UTs
namely  Himachal  Pradesh,
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh,
where SIR has not been started
so far, schedule for roll revision
will be announced in due course
of time keeping in view their
weather conditions," the ECI said.

The decision means Jammu
and Kashmir will remain out-
side the ongoing nationwide
Special Intensive  Revision
(SIR) exercise for now, with
the Commission opting to an-
nounce a separate schedule at a
later stage.

The timing assumes signifi-
cance as winter sets in across
the Union | More on P6

No Room For Security
Lapses In Jails: LG Sinha

m Asks Officials To Keep Close Watch
On Terror Networks, Radicalisation

m Calls For Intelligence Sharing, Surprise Checks
And Dedicated Prison Intelligence Units

Observer News Service

Srinagar:Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Thursday
directed the Police, Prisons
Department and intelligence
agencies to establish a uni-
fied coordination mechanism
to strengthen prison security
and combat terror networks,
radicalisation and law and
order threats in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Chairing a high-level re-
view meeting of the Prisons
Department at Lok Bhavan
in Jammu, the Lieutenant
Governor stressed the need
for regular review meet-
ings and intelligence sharing
among the agencies to ensure
robust jail administration and
prevent security threats.

He directed officials to con-
duct surprise checks of prison
premises and surrounding

areas and ensure forensic
examination of electronic
devices seized during such
inspections.

The meeting also discussed
the establishment of dedi-
cated Prison Intelligence Units
in jails to strengthen intelli-
gence gathering and monitor-
ing of activities within prison

Observer News Service

premises.

Other measures discussed
included the introduction of
biometric systems across all
jails, expansion of telemedi-
cine facilities for inmates
and strengthening of hu-
man resources in the Prisons
Department.

The Lieutenant Governor
emphasised the need for
close coordination among
the security and intelligence
agencies to effectively moni-
tor and counter activities
linked to terror networks and
radicalisation.

He also reviewed the prog-
ress of the upcoming High-
Security Prison at Mahanpur
and directed the concerned of-
ficials to expedite the remain-
ing construction works within
the stipulated timelines.

The meeting was attended
by Director | More on P6

Jammu: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Thursday called
for an education system that
goes beyond academic perfor-
mance and marks, emphasis-
ing the need to nurture inde-
pendent thinking, moral values
and the ability among students
to question existing practices.
Addressing  the  annual
awards ceremony of the
Diocese of Jammu-Srinagar
Education  Society (DJSES),
titled ‘Honour & Excellence
2026’, at the Convention Centre
here, the Chief Minister said
Jammu and Kashmir needed a
generation that was inquisitive,
willing to challenge ideas and
capable of understanding what
was happening around them.
“There are no stupid ques-
tions, there are only stupid
answers,” Omar remarked, en-
couraging students to develop

Education Must Go
Beyond Marks, Says Omar

Urges Youngsters To Question Existing
Practices & Use Al Responsibly

the confidence to ask questions
and explore the ‘why’ and ‘how’
behind things.

He said a generation willing
to question existing practices
would make those in positions
of responsibility more answer-
able and contribute towards a
better Jammu and Kashmir.

“A generation that is happy
to ask questions will make all
of us answerable. And if we
are answerable, Jammu and
Kashmir tomorrow will be a
better place,” he said.

The Chief Minister empha-
sised that | More on P6

Central Administrative Tribunal
Srinagar Bench

and ultlmately better living.

It also observed that women
doctors cannot be exempted
from postings to difficult and
remote areas merely on the
ground of | More on P6

BPL Families Lured Into
Rs 209 Cr Cyber Fraud Racket

Offered Up To Rs 10,000 Monthly To Provide Bank
Accounts; Nearly 200 J&K Accounts Under Scanner

Agencies

Srinagar: Poor families holding
Below Poverty Line (BPL) ra-
tion cards were allegedly lured
with monthly commissions
of up to Rs 10,000 to provide
their bank accounts, which
were subsequently used to
route money through fraudu-
lent online investment and
gaming platforms in a cyber
fraud racket involving transac-
tions worth Rs 209 crore.

A senior police officer on
Thursday said that inves-
tigations had uncovered a
Ganderbal link involving trans-
actions worth around Rs 2.5
crore, while nearly 200 bank
accounts linked to Jammu and
Kashmir were under scrutiny
for their suspected connection

with the wider network.

The officer said a local resi-
dent of Ganderbal was ap-
proached and persuaded to
provide bank account details
in exchange for a commission.
The transactions subsequently
came under the scanner of
Ganderbal Police, which inves-
tigated the suspected links.

The alleged main handler,
an MBBS doctor from Haryana
identified as Ekant Yogdutt,
alias Dr Morphine, was ap-
prehended at Indira Gandhi
International  Airport (IGI),
New Delhi, while returning
from China, the officer said.

According to investiga-
tors, the doctor had pur-
sued his MBBS studies in the
Philippines and allegedly
learnt techniques | More on P6

Terrorists On Move, Exact
Number Not Feas1ble. IGP

Says Over 1,500 NDPS
Cases Registered, Nearly
2,000 Arrests This Year

Urges Youth To Shun
Drugs, Cyber Fraud,
Reckless Driving
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Inspector General
of Police (IGP), Kashmir Zone,
Sujit Kumar on Thursday said
security forces remained on
high alert to deal with threats
from terrorist groups operating
in Jammu and Kashmir, adding
that the exact number of ter-
rorists active in the Valley could
not be ascertained as they were
constantly on the move.

In his first media interac-
tion since taking over as IGP
Kashmir, Kumar said security
agencies were responding to

continuous mtelllgence inputs
and remained prepared to deal
with all contingencies.

"Based on continuous intel-
ligence inputs, our teams re-
main on high alert. The public
have been supportive. While
security measures cause some
routine inconvenience, we try
to minimise it. Threats exist,
and we are managing them," he
told reporters at Police Control
Room Srinagar.

Asked about the number of
terrorists active in the Kashmir
Valley, Kumar said it would not
be appropriate to give an exact
figure as | More on P6
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IN THE COURT OF ADDITONAL DISTRICT
JUDGE (BANK CASES) SRINAGAR

Designated Commercial Court

Present: Ms. Kusoom Pandita, J
In the case of
Ellaguai Dehati Bank B/U Zakura Srinagar
( Plaintiff)

V/S
Irfan Ahmad Dar & Others
(Defendants)

Note to (1) Irfan Ahamd Dar 2, Showkat Ahamd Dar Sons of Ghulam Nabi Dar Both residents of Dobighat Hazratbal Srinagar
Suit for Recovery of Rs160.591/-

PUBLICATON
GENERAL NOTICE (U/0: 5 Rule 20 CPC)

Whereas it has been proved to the satisfaction of the court that the defendant(s)/respondent(s) above named are not being served by
the ordinary mode of service. Hence, this proclamation under Order 5 Rule 20 CPC is hereby issued against him/them who should appear
personally or through their counsel on a 28-11-2026 at 10.00 a.m.

Take notice that in default of his/their appearance on the day before mentioned, the above said case will be heard and determined in
his/their absence according to law.
Given under my hand this 24th October 2026.

No: 1915/ADJ/BE/Sg
DIPK-7377/26
dated: 05-11-2026
Sd/-
Additional District Judge (Bank Cases) Srinagar.
Designated Commercial Court

The Jammu And Kashmir
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

| have passed/appeared in Secondary
School Examination (Class- 10th)
under Roll No:. 107020047 Session:
Annual Regular Year 2023 through
the Jammu and Kashmir Board of
School Education. The error has been
committed by the concerned School/
Board/parent against my name as
Sualeha Mushtaqinstead of my correct name Soliya Mushtaq
Now, | have applied for correction/rectification of error in
the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New
Campus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in
this regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant
Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no
objection will be entertained.

Name: Soliya Mushtaq

Father's name: Mushtag Ahmad Ganaie
Mother's Name: Jameela Bano

DOB: 18-09-2008

Residence: Tapper Waripora

Mobile no: 9906809896

fko

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Office of the Chief Executive Officer Municipal Council Shopian.

Subject: supply and installation of Accessories for Official Bolero.
TENDERNOTICE.

E-NITNo:MCS/Trans/14 OF 2026.
Dated:03.11.2026.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K UT, term e-tenders (in single cover system) are invited from the interested persons / parties
for tender for Supply and installation of accessories for Official Bolero at MC Shopian.

S.NO Product Type Qty

01 Seat Cover Branded Full Set
02 Matting Branded Full Set
03 Stearung Cover Branded 01No
04 Floor Mat Branded Full Set

The details of the work is as under and the successful lowest bidder is bound to supply a reputed brand only.

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 06.11.2026
Period of downloading of bidding documents |[From 06.11.2026

3 Bid submission Start Date 06.11,2026 from 11:00 AM

4 Bid submission End Date 12.11.2026 up to 02.00PM

5 |Date & Time of opening of Bids (Online) 12.11.2026 at 04.00 PM in the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Municipal
Council Shopian.

6 |[Submission of CDR. 'The bidder shall be bound to accompany hisbids offerswith Call Deposit Receipt
(CDR) of Rs.5000/- amount drawn from any Nationalized bank, pledged to the
Chief Executive Officer, Municipal Council Shopian, (without Which offers shall be
liable for rejection)

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (BOQ) set of terms and conditions of
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in, as per the schedule of dates
given below:

1. Bids must be accompanied with the cost of tender document in shape of BankChallan / Receipt (Credited to A/c No.
0018040100000611 JRY maintained withJammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. Branch: Shopian Main Branch in favour of Executive Officer,
Municipal Council Shopian amounting to Rs. 200/- (Two HundredOnly) and Bid securing declaration as per format Annexure -1, below
on stamppaper duly attested by Notary in favour of Executive Officer, Municipal CouncilShopian, failing which tender will be rejected.

2. The date and time of opening of bids shall be notified on website www.jktenders.gov.in. The bids of the responsive bidders
shall be opened onlineon the same website in the office of the Executive Officer, Municipal Council Shopian.

3. The bids for the tender shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.

4, BIDSECURITY.

a) Bid Security Declaration: The bid security declaration shall be submitted as perthe Format Annexure — 2 (format for the bid
security declaration).

b) Any bid not accompanied by the Call Deposit Receipt (CDR) and BID security declaration shall be summarily rejected by the
Authority as non responsive.

Terms &Conditions :

01. The product must be of appropriate specifications as Mentioned.
02. The bidder shall be bound to supply all products and accessories of reputed brand only.
03. Bidder shall be bound to produce a Sample before Technical Evaluation on the basis of approval of Sample bidder shall be qualified.
04.EMD is compulsory for all bidder no bidder shall be qualified without EMD
05. Bidder Shall be bound to supply and installation of the said item and replacement warranty for 02 Years, for which an affidavit
duly sworn in the court of Law shall be provided in advance.
06. Bidder shall be bound to produce an affidavit dully attested by Judicial magistrate for Warranty period and replacement of Cut
and damage of the tyres.
07. bidder shall have service center within the nearest location of Consignee location forimmediate service and replacement without
which bidder shall not be qualified.
08. The successful bidder shall be responsible for the comprehensive supply, transportation, installation, testing, and commissioning of
the Item at the designated sites along with requisite Accessories.
09.The products shall carry a minimum comprehensive warranty of 02 years from the date of final acceptance.
10. The Payment shall only be released subject to Satisfactory report of requisite Tyres by any competent authority.
Instructions to the Bidders regarding E-Tendering process:

a) Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit”
on website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.

b) To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get,, Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act-
2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendor.

) The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in
physical form.

d) Bids will be opened online as per time schedule.

e) Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid.

Note:-Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

f) The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.

g) Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Bank Receipt/challan in favour of Executive Officer, Municipal Council
Shopian and bid securing declaration must be uploaded with the bid.

h) The Bidder must have to upload (softcopies) of the following documents (Photostat/Original should be clearly seen in all
respect with Ink signed and Seal):-

i) Valid original Bank Challan/ Receipt

i) Call Deposit Receipt (CDR)

k) BID Securing Declaration on stamp paper duly attested by Notary.

1) Valid GSTIN/PAN Card No.

m) The Bidder should upload the Tender Document form attached below (Not Mandatory).

n) Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including

0) BID Securing Declaration and tender documents fee in terms of soft copies with technical Bid. No document (s) which has

/have not been uploaded shall not be entertained in the form of hard copy. However ,in case of any clarification the bidders shall have
to produce original documents in support of soft copies if need arises.

p) The Highest Bidder will have to submit hard copies of all documents uploade done-tending portal before issuance of
Allotment.

No:MCS/Trans/4649-52 Dated: 03/011/2026.

Sd/-

Chief Executive Officer

DIPK-NB-2038/26 Municipal Council
dated: 05-11-2026 Shopian.

PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Ghulshan Nabi, D/o Ghulam Nabi Ganie, R/o Ganjipora, Tehsil
Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K UT, do hereby inform the general
public that my name has been wrongly recorded as Gulshana
Nabi in my Aadhaar Card bearing No. 3833-2375-5464, whereas
my correct and actual name is Ghulshan Nabi. Now, | have
applied for correction of the same. Any person having any
objection in this regard may submit the same to the concerned
authority within seven (07) days from the date of publication of
this notice. No objection shall be entertained thereafter.
Ghulshan Nabi

D/o Ghulam Nabi Ganie

R/0 Ganijipora, Tehsil Pattan, fko
District Baramulla, J&K UT.

NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE BOARD
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
CERTIFICATES-KD, NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR

ATTENTION PLEASE

The candidate whose photograph is published in the notice
is claimed to have lost his qualification certificate with the
following particulars..
Roll No: 2115493
Class: 12th I
Year & Session: Ann-(private) Bi-Annual 2019-20
Registration No: N16341750017
Name: LATIEF AHMAD SOFI
Fathers Name: SONA ULLAH SOFI
Mothers Name: MAGLI BANO
Date of Birth: 01-03-2003
R/o: Charari - Batapora, Budgam
Now the candidate has applied for the DUPLICATE
QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE. before the same is processed
and provided to the candidate, any person having any objection
in this regard may please file the same before the secretary
BOSE or undersigned with in 10 (ten) days from the date of
isuue of this notice.
Besides, the above referred QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE
bearing Serial No 20BKTP-076514 be traeted as CANCELLED.
Sd/=
Depurty Secretary
Certificates - KD

mcb

NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

CERTIFICATES-KD, NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR
ATTENTION PLEASE

The candidate whose photograph is published in the notice is

claimed to have lost his qualification certificate of Secondary

School Examination class 10th with the following particulars..

Roll No: 2114313

Class: 10th

Year & Session: Ann-Reg 2017

Registration No: N16341750017

Name: LATIEF AHMAD SOFI

Fathers Name: SONA ULLAH SOFI

Mothers Name: MAGLI BANO

Date of Birth: 01-03-2003

R/0: Charari - Batapora, Budgam
Now the candidate has applied for the DUPLICATE

QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE. before the same is processed

and provided to the candidate, any person having any objection

in this regard may please file the same before the secretary

BOSE or undersigned with in 10 (ten) days from the date of

isuue of this notice.

Besides, the above referred QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE

bearing Serial No 17ARKAM-4006799 be traeted as

CANCELLED.
Sd/=
Depurty Secretary
mcbh Certificates - KD

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
SUB OFFICE BUDGAM
PUBLIC NOTICE

| have passed /appeared in SSE/HSE-I/HSE-I|
(Class T1th, 12th) under Roll No. 217006048,
317001254 Session Year Annual 2024 , Bi -
Annual 2026. Through the Jammu & Kashmir
Board of School Education. The error has been
committed by the online registration against o s Tl
my Fathers name as NOOR MOHAMMAD —
instead of NOOR MOHAMAD KATARIYA.

Now i have applied for correction / rectification of error in the
Jammu & Kashmir board of School Education, Sub- office
Budgam. If any person has any objection in this regard may file
the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary, Sub - Office
Budgam within seven days from the date of publication of
this notice, afterthe expiry of said period, no objection will be
entertained.

This is published for the information of the general public. The
Correct particulars be recorded as under:

Name: SAKEENA BANO,

Fathers Name: NOOR MOHAMAD KATARIYA,

Mothers Name, JANA BEGUM

DATE OF BIRTH: 25-08-2006. RESIDENCE: WARSUN KUPWARA
MOBILE: 9103398321 mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Showket Ahmad Shah S/o0 Mukhter Ahmad Shah R/o Palhallan
Pattan, have misplaced the number plate of my Bajaj Auto Autobearing
Registration No. JKO5K 9041 while travelling from Palhallan Market To
Raipora Palhallan

| am applying for a duplicate number plate from the concerned
authorities. Any person having objection may contact the concerned
department within seven days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Auto Owner : Showkat Ahmad Shah

Vehicle Number Plate: JKO5K 9041 fko

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of Paying Guest House/ Home
Stay under the name & Style " Ashrat Rahil Ruzba paying
guest house (Home Stay) situated at Vethpora Baghander
Lasjan

Public Notice
Whereas | Ghulam Nabi Walo S/o0 Rehman Walo R/o0 Vethpora Baghandar
Lasjan Srinagar,, intends to apply in the offie of the prescribed authority of
Directorate of Tourism kashmir for Registration of my proposed Paying Guest
House/ Home Stay under the name and style "M/S Ashrat Rahil Ruzba paying
guest house (Home Stay) situated at Vethpora Baghander Lasjan under Tourist
Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas, | will submit Landownership Certificate from Concerned Tehsildar
with attested photographs of the unit through Dy. Commissioner concerned,
Rent/Lease Deed/Partnership Deed/issued by concerned Sub-Registrar, Ju-
dicial Magistrate (if applicable NOC from the owner to the effect that the prop-
erty can be used as Home stay), Character Certificate of the applicant from
the concerned Police Station, undertaking from the owner as self declaration,
Public Notice inviting objections , if any in print media, list of family members
Name, Age, and Photograph self attested by owner, Photographs of the unit as
mentioned in the app (each of exterior and i I bed rooms and
bathrooms), Inspection report by the Committee ( The recommendation of the
inspection Committee shall decide whether to issue a registration to the unit
or not keeping in view, the type of dation and ity, adhar card.
Now before my case is processed for registration by the Prescribed Authority.
The matter is hereby notified for information of general Pubic/ organizations for
objections if any and the same should reach to the office of Prescribed Author-
ity within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in leading local
newspaper of the valley. Objection received beyond the period of 7 days from
the date of publication shall not be entertained .

ot e

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified to the general public that the ownership of the
Domestic Electricity Connection, presently registered in the name
of Ghulam Rasool Dar S/0 Gh. Ahmad Dar, R/0 Wadipora, Budgam,
is proposed to be transferred in favour of Muzaffar Ahmad Dar S/o
Ghulam Rasool Dar, R/o0 Wadipora, Budgam.The details of the electricity
connection are as under:- Consumer ID: 0206010001162- Account ID:
1444001162~ Installation No.: 8387- Sub-Division: BudgamAny person
having any objection regarding the proposed change of ownership of
the above-mentioned domestic electricity connection may submit the
same before the concerned authorities, Sub-Division Budgam, within
seven (07) days from the date of publication of this notice. In case no
objection is received within the stipulated period, the necessary change
of ownership may be processed as per rules.
Applicant:Muzaffar Ahmad Dar

S/0 Ghulam Rasool Dar

R/0 Wadipora, Budgam.

mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in my Jammu &
Kashmir Bank Account bearing No 0483041000001892 the
name is entered as AADIL FAROOQ while the actual name is
AADIL FAROOQ BHAT. Now i want its correction, in this regard if
anybody having any objection may contact JAMMU & KASHMIR
BANK Brach OMPORA BUDGAM with in a period of seven days.
No objection shall be entertained after that.
AADIL FAROOQ BHAT

mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in School records
of my daughter RIHAAB BINTI ARAFAT the Fathers name is
entered as SHAH YASIR ARFAT while actual Fathers name is
SHAH YASIR ARAFAT. Now i want its correction, in this regard
if anybody having any objection may contact PRINCIPAL
KASHMIR VALLEY SCHOOL HUMHAMA BUDGAM with in a
period of seven days. No objection shall be entertained after
that.

SHAH YASIR ARAFAT

F/0 RIHAAB BINTI ARAFAT mcb

PUBLIC NOTIGE

I have changed my name from (old name)
Mohsin Altaf to (new name)
Mohsin Altaf Bhat. In future | will be known as
(new name) Mohsin Altaf Bhat.
If anybody is having any objection he/she may

s contact passport office, Srinagar within 7 days.

After 7 days no objection will be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Shazada Ali, W/o Tahir Ahmad Rather, R/o Dilshad Pora
Donadara, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K UT, do hereby
notify the general public that my name has been wrongly
recorded as Shahzada Akhter in my Aadhaar Card bearing
No. 7275-4409-1950, whereas my actual and correct name is
Shazada Ali. Now, | have applied for correction of the same.
Any person having any objection in this regard may submit the
same to the concerned authority within seven (07) days from
the date of publication of this notice. No objections shall be
entertained thereafter.
Shazada Ali
W/o Tahir Ahmad Rather
R/o Dilshad Pora Donadara, Tehsil Pattan,
District Baramulla
Cell No.: 7006446686 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Meema Bano, W/o Abdul Hamid Wani, R/0 Khamiyar, Post
Office Pattan, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K UT, do
hereby notify the general public that my name has been
wrongly recorded as Meema Akhter in my Aadhaar Card bearing
No. 2316-5767-6952, whereas my actual and correct name is
Meema Bano. Now, | have applied for correction of the same.
Any person having any objection in this regard may submit the
same to the concerned authority within seven (07) days from
the date of publication of this notice. No objections shall be
entertained thereafter.
Meema Bano
W/0 Abdul Hamid Wani
R/0 Khamiyar, Pattan, Baramulla
Contact No.: 7006446686 fko




CM Omar Visits Ahsan Pardesi’s
Residence To Offer Condolences

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah visited the residence of
MLA Lal Chowk, Sheikh Ahsan
Ahmed (Pardesi), to offer condo-

3y, o

lences on the demise of his father,
Ghulam Qadir Pardesi, former
Member of the Legislative Coun-
cil (MLC).

Paying rich tributes to the

late leader, the Chief Minister
recalled his dedicated public ser-
vice and valuable contributions
to public life. He offered Fatiha
for the departed soul and con-
veyed his heartfelt sympathies to

the bereaved family.

The Chief Minister prayed for
eternal peace to the departed soul
and strength and fortitude to the
family to bear this irreparable loss.

Dal Lake Upkeep Takes Centre Stage
As JKLCMA VC Conducts Inspection

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Vice Chairman, Jammu
and Kashmir Lakes Conserva-
tion and Management Author-
ity (JKLCMA), Khurshid Ahmad
Shah, on Thursday undertook
an extensive tour of Dal Lake
to review ongoing conservation
works, field-level activities and
maintenance measures ahead of
the winter season.

The Authority said Shah,
accompanied by senior officers,
toured the lake stretch from Dock-
yard to Nishat and Hazratbal, cov-

ering Bod Dal and other impor-
tant locations.

During the visit, the Vice
Chairman inspected various
sites to assess the progress of
ongoing works and field-level
activities. He also visited the
ablution pond and reviewed its
condition, maintenance and
overall upkeep.

The statement said Shah in-
teracted with officers and field
staff at different locations, sought
updates on works in progress and
discussed operational issues re-
quiring attention.
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Fire Damages Two Residential
Houses In Batmaloo, No Injuries

Swift police response helps evacuation and firefighting; locals
praise SHO Batmaloo and team for prompt action

Agencies

Srinagar: Swift intervention by
Srinagar Police and Fire & Emer-
gency Services (F&ES) helped
prevent loss of life after a fire dam-
aged two residential houses at New
Colony, Batmaloo, in Srinagar on
Thursday evening.

As per KNO, the fire broke out
in a residential house and spread to
an adjoining property before being
brought under control by Fire &
Emergency Services personnel.

The house belonging to Abdul
Razaq Sheikh, son of Mohammad
Sideeq Sheikh, suffered extensive
damage, while the adjoining house
belonging to Mushtaqg Ahmad Ha-
keem, son of Abdul Rahim Hakeem,
suffered partial damage.

Police teams from Police Sta-
tion Batmaloo rushed to the spot
immediately after receiving infor-
mation and worked in close coor-
dination with fire and emergency
personnel to assist in rescue and
evacuation operations.

Police personnel also secured

the affected area, managed the
crowd and ensured unhindered
movement of fire tenders, helping
emergency teams carry out their
operations smoothly.

Locals appreciated the prompt
response of Srinagar Police, par-
ticularly the SHO Bilal Ahmad
Khanday and his team, saying their
timely intervention and on-ground
efforts helped manage the situation
and ensure public safety.

No loss of human life or inju-
ries were reported. The cause of the
fire is being investigated—(KNO)

/B

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

X

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

. Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
ﬁ- Mughal Road - (Open)
- Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

* PRAYERS
FAIR 529

HUJRI ZUHR 12114
CALENDAR | Asr 3:57
25 Jumadaal-Awwal | Magrib  5:38
]448 ISHA 6:58

This Day In History

Four Pose As Cyber
Crime Officers, Cheat
Man 0f 250,000 in
Batmaloo

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Police have registered
a case against four persons for
impersonating Cyber Crime of-
ficials and cheating a man of ru-
pees 50,000 in Batmaloo area of
Srinagar, officials said.

An official said that a com-
plaint was received from a man
alleging that four persons had
cheated him by posing as officers
of the Cyber Crime Department.

He said the accused fraudu-
lently took rupees 50,000 from the

SWD Organises Community
Outreach Programme

initiatives, financial lit-
eracy, and financial assis-
tance schemes.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Social Welfare

Man Found Dead In Pantha Chowk

An official said that the  brought dead.
man was found lying uncon- The deceased was lat-
scious near Smart City Gate  er identified as Mukesh
at Pantha Chowk, Srinagar. Shrivastav (35), a resident
He said locals spotted  of Bihar.
the man and informed po- Meanwhile, the circum-

Agencies

Srinagar: A 35-year-old man
died after being found un-
conscious on the roadside
near Pantha Chowk area of

Department, SANKALP- The community Srinagar, officials said on lice, following which he was  stances leading to his death
HEW Srinagar, organised ~ outreach programme at | Thursday. shifted to SMHS Hospital, are awaited and an investi-
a community outreach  Mission Poshan-Zone where doctors declared him  gation is underway—(KNO)
programme in coordina- Khanyar focused on

tion with Mission Poshan-
Zone Khanyar, and a facil-
itation camp at Khayam,
Srinagar, with the ob-
jective of strengthening
grassroots-level  engage-
ment and creating aware-
ness among the public

strengthening the role of
Anganwadi Workers
disseminating
tion about government
welfare schemes and en-
suring that eligible ben-
eficiaries are made aware
of the services available

m
informa- E-Tender Notice

Sr.DEN-I/JAT acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites open tenders (E-Tenders) against below titled tenders and
available on www.ireps.gov.in. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids up to closing date and time only. Manual
offers are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored. Contractors are allowed to make
payments against this tender towards tender document cost and earnest money only through only payment modes available on
www.ireps.gov.in portal like net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual payments through Demand draft Banker Cheque,
Depositreceipts, FDR etc. are not allowed. For more information logon to www.ireps.gov.in

Tender Type|Tendering Section| Bidding System |Date of Uploading Tenders| Bid Starting Date | Bid Closing Date/Time

complainant. regarding various welfare  to them. Open Works Single Packet System 01.11.2026 09.11.2026 23.11.2026
S.N.| Tender No. Details of Tender
. 85-2026-27 Scour monitoring of Bridge No - 43 and 163 in JAT-SVDK section under ADEN/MCTM
Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T) 1 | MCTM-DRM (Revenue work 2026-27)

Reference:

hereby rescheduled as under.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Mechanical & Hospitals Division Handwara Mechanical &

Hospitals Engineering Department, Kashmir.
email: xenmhd-handwara@jk.gov.in
Corrigendum 01 (Extension)

Name of work:- Repairs cum maintenance jobs to Preet New pertaining
to Mechanical and Hospital Subdivision
Handwara.

i. e-NIT No: - MHDH/TS/2026-27/eNIT/73
ii. Tender ID No.: 2026_PWDJK_329660_1

Due to poor response the critical dates of the NIT referred to above are

AT Advertised Value (Rs.) Earnest money (Rs.) Validity of Offer Period of Completion

4238480.62 84800.00 60 Days 12 Months

Similar nature of work-The tenderer must submit a completion certificate of atleast one same kind of work as "Any work involving
supply, installation, and commissioning of automated continuous scour monitoring system" (In reference to Railway board letter,
Trial Items-Modern Techniques dated 24.07.19.)

Note1. Before bidding, bidders to check for any corrigendum issued against tender.

Tender Notice No:- 770-W/01/WA/JAT/2026-27 Date: 05.11.2026 3876/2026

Serving Customers With A Smile

NORTHERN RAILWAY )

1918 - WWI: On the Western Front, Germany is now re-
treating as French and American troops cross the Meuse
and move to take Sedan

1928 - Republican candidate Herbert Hoover is elected
President of the United States, defeating Democrat can-
didate Al Smith

1940 - Franklin Roosevelt re-elected US President

1945 - The first landing of a jet on a carrier takes place
on USS Wake Island when an FR-1 Fireball touches down
1949 - Greek civil war ends after 3 years with defeat of
communist factions

1956 - Netherlands and Spain withdraw from Olympics
in protest against Soviet actions in the Hungarian Revo-
lution.

1967 - US launches Surveyor 6; makes soft landing on
Moon Nov 9

1968 - Nixon elected 37th President of US, defeating Hu-
bert Humphrey

1978 - Shah of Iran places Iran under military rule; Gen-
eral Gholan Reza Azhari forms government.

1979 - Ayatollah Khomeini takes overin Iran

1983 - Turkey Turgut Ozals Moederland party wins elec-
tions

1985 - 22nd Space Shuttle Mission (61A) -Challenger 9-
lands at Edwards AFB

1985 - M-19 guerrillas occupy Palace of Justice Bogota
Colombia

1985 - Space shuttle Challenger lands at Edwards Air
Force Base, California

1990 - Iran's oil-producing region suffers a serious
earthquake

1995 - [srael buries Yitzhak Rabin, assassinated by Jew-
ish extremist Yigal Amir who opposed peace with Pales-
tinians.

2001 - Crude oil for December delivery on the New York
Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX) falls to a two-year low
after OPEC members warn that a downward price spiral
could occur if major non-OPEC oil exporters do not re-
duce oil production

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT Civil Secretariat, J&K
Notification
Srinagar, the 28th of October, 2026

1st

S.0277.- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 4 read with section 8 of the Jammu
and Kashmir Public Services Guarantee Act, 2011 (Act No. IX of 2011), the Government
hereby notifies the following timelines and Designated Officers/Appellate Authorities of the
following Services of Skill Development Department:

S. No. Description Date & Time tSitipl;.lated
1 Document Submission End Date 11/11/2026 up to 1400hrs Naiiie ol e |y rame First Appellate | Second Appellate
2. Date of Opening of Cover-I 11/11/2026 at 1600hrs S.Nol  Gervice pm::; - Designated Officer Authority Antharity
All other terms, conditions and specifications of the NIT shall remain service
unchanged.
9 Sd/- Correction in R De POy Registrar, Jammu Secretary/
! . egistrar, Jammu 4 Controller Jammu
DIPK-7392/26 Executive Engineer 1 Mark sheets & 30 I — and Kashmir a5 Kashimis
dated: 05-11-2026 Mechanical & Hospitals Division [ Diploma days ; Board of Technical .
: Board of Technical _ Board of Technical
Handwara certificate 2 Education %
No: MHDH/TS/2741-44 Education Education
Date:-05/11/2026. Deputy : Secretary/
= Issuance of 30 Registrar, Jammu Regm:’; J:m.mu Controller Jammu
¥ 2 | Duplicate Mark ot and Kashmir - ; f"Tse:;':iml and Kashmir
J&K Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. Sheets Board of Technical | ™"p )\ ion | Board of Technical
. Education Education
Gole Pully, Talab Tillo Jammuv. =
puty 3 Secretary/
Issuance of ; Registrar, Jammu
. . . . Registrar, Jammu ; Controller Jammu
E-mail Id - dmpsjammu@ijkagro.com g | Duplicaw 30 and Kashmir and Kashmir el aaduiio
ENIT No. 34 of 2026-27 JK Agro upioma | 95| Board of Technical | PO O TeCNNC | boory ot Techmical
NO: -Agro/DM/PSJ/1723-26 DATED:- 05.11.2026 S Education Fueaton Education
Deputy Registrar, : Secretary/
For and on behalf of J&K Agro Industries Development Corporation Limited, bids are invited from Eligible Firms = Jammu and Registrar, "“’“_’"“ Controller Jammu
s having valid Registration for Supply and Installation of Bower System for Kiwi Orchard and Grape Orchard for 4 V"_"ﬁ“"“_“ 19 Kashmir Board of wd K”hm“_ and Kashmir
rate contract on L1basis. The last date for applying for the tender online is 16.11.2026. For detailed info kindly visit (Online/Offline)| ~ days Techiical Board "fT"_':h““’“' Board of Techiical
the website www.jktenders.gov.in. Edcution Education Education
DIPK-NB-2043/26 By order of the Government of Jammu and Kashmir.
dated: 05-11-2026 Sd/- Sd/-
Divisional Manager (P&S).. (M. Raju) IAS,
Member Secretary, Commissioner/Secretary to the Government
J&K Agrolnd. Dev. Corpn.Ltd. No: GAD-PSGA/2/2023-09-GAD (7131911) Dated: 28.10.2026

Talab Tillo, Jammu

DIPK-7406/26 dated: 05-11-2026

From KO Avchives

Ta) Mahal Vanishes
Under Magic Spell

Agencies

GRA- The elegant 16th century embodiment of
love, Taj Ma—hal, today had an altogether differ-
ent date when noted magic wizard, P.C Sorcar ju-
nior, made it vanish.

Sorcar, master of the Indrajaal magic snow, performed
the feat at 1450 hours for over two minutes from a distance
of about 400 me—-tres behind Taj at a pot called Eachpura
across the river Yamuna.

The mysterious entertainment, as Sorcar described
it later, left hundreds of onlookers including policemen,
administra—tion officials and mediapersons absolutely
stunned. The magic made the Mughal architectural marvel
disappear in the thin air leaving a blank space at the site.

The magician was assisted by his daughter, Maneka,
who made the historic monument reappear after two min-
utes. No it was not mass hypnotism, a jubilant Sorcar told
PTI, adding on the contrary, it was a case of Application of
‘Adrishya’ (disap—pearance) Rasa’ of the science of magic.

T just kept the Taj away from your eyes, it was a perfect
illu—sion, the 53-year-old magician, whose late father had
several in—credible feats to his credit, said. This was the
junior Sorcar’s first major performance since 1992 when he
had made a running train disappear at Khana junction near
Bardhaman in West Bengal.

Sorcar is also credited with having made Kolkata’s fa-
mous- victo—ria memorial vanish in 1990 and an aircraft at
Hamamata in Japan.

I don’t possess any supernatural powers. I perform
with the blessings of God and goodwishes of the people,
the magician,, who had challenged a famous godman of the
south in the eight-ies, said. A beaming Sorcar, who says
magic was in his blood since eight generations, maintained
that there was nothing su—pernatural in his feat.

This is all science, the science of controlling the mind
and the will-power to create a psychic balance with the en-
vironment, he added.

(Kashmir Observer, November 06, 2000)
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The Mandate
Comes First

ashmir’s political parties have a growing problem with accountability.
They expect voters to remain loyal, legislators to follow party
leadership and governments to defend their decisions.
But the relationship between political representatives and the
electorate cannot function on obedience alone.

The latest internal tensions within the National Conference expose a
deeper weakness in the region’s political culture: leaders increasingly risk
treating electoral mandates as personal authority.

The National Conference returned to power in the 2024 Assembly
elections with considerable public support. Its victory came with clear
public expectations.

Voters wanted responsive government, a stronger political voice for
Jammu and Kashmir and attention to pressing concerns such as employment,
electricity, healthcare and education.

The mandate gave the party an opportunity to rebuild public confidence
in elected institutions.

Internal disagreements within the party now raise questions about how
its leadership understands that mandate.

Disputes over political direction and party discipline are legitimate
subjects of democratic debate. The real concern emerges when disagreement
becomes synonymous with disloyalty and legislators face pressure to subor-
dinate their political judgment to the wishes of party leadership.

An elected representative has obligations to constituents that go beyond
party membership.

Voters choose legislators to articulate public concerns, scrutinise govern-
ment decisions and question those in authority. Party structures provide an
organisational framework for political work, but they cannot replace the inde-
pendent judgment expected of elected representatives.

Political leadership also needs to recognise that internal dissent can
strengthen a party. A leadership confident in its decisions should welcome
scrutiny and explain its choices. Attempts to suppress disagreement weaken
internal democracy and risk creating a political culture in which personal al-
legiance takes precedence over public responsibility.

Kashmir has experienced enough political defections, shifting alliances
and abandoned convictions to understand the damage caused by opportunis-
tic politics. Public trust suffers when leaders change positions according to
their political convenience.

The latest National Conference tensions should therefore prompt a wider
examination of how political parties function, rather than become another
contest over personalities.

The responsibility goes to the elected government itself. Internal disputes
cannot become an excuse for neglecting public concerns. People expect an-
swers on employment, electricity, healthcare, education and the restoration
of political rights.

These are the tests against which the government’s performance will be judged.
Party management cannot substitute for effective administration.

Political parties must also accept that electoral support comes with con-
tinuing obligations. A victory at the ballot box does not grant permanent au-
thority over voters or silence representatives who question decisions. Demo-
cratic credibility depends on open debate, institutional accountability and the
willingness of leaders to answer criticism.

Kashmir’s electorate has already shown its willingness to participate in
democratic politics. Its representatives must show equal respect for that choice.

A party that demands loyalty from its legislators must first demonstrate
accountability to the people whose votes brought it to power.

The Chair & Conscience
of Kashmir Politics

Ruhullah has given up his parliamentary seat in the name of political conviction. Whether
he can sustain that conviction beyond the rally in Budgam remains to be seen.

Gazi Muzamil

ashmir politics has seen its share of defec-

tions, shifting loyalties and convictions

rediscovered when power demands them.

But surrendering a parliamentary seat
won with nearly 3.57 lakh votes is an altogether dif-
ferent act.

On November 3, Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi re-
signed from the National Conference and the Lok
Sabha, raising a question that Kashmir’s political
class can no longer avoid: where does one draw the
line when promises made to voters collide with the
privileges of power?

At Behisht-e-Zehra Park in Budgam, during the
26th death anniversary of his father, Aga Syed Mehdi,
Ruhullah asked the gathering to remember the time,
2:40 pm, as the moment he freed himself from the par-
ty. “I am signing my declaration of freedom,” he said.

The posters around him carried a simpler mes-
sage: “Wada kursi se bada hai.” A promise is bigger
than the chair.

There was something unusual about the gesture.

Ruhullah had won the Srinagar parliamentary
seat in 2024 by 1,88,416 votes over PDP candidate Wa-
heed Para. Such a mandate gives a politician consider-
able political capital, and most would find reasons to
hold on to it.

His decision has therefore placed a difficult ques-
tion before those who regard public office as a political
possession rather than a public responsibility.

His departure, however, did not emerge from a
sudden disagreement.

The distance between Ruhullah and the National
Conference has been growing for years. In July 2020,
he resigned as the party’s chief spokesperson, arguing
that statehood should be the minimum demand rather
than the final political objective. His dissatisfaction
concerned the direction the party had taken after Au-
gust 2019 and its response to the constitutional chang-
es imposed on Jammu and Kashmir.

The return of the National Conference to power in
2024 deepened the disagreement.

Ruhullah had campaigned vigorously on a mani-
festo promising the restoration of Articles 370 and 35A
and the release of political prisoners. He subsequently
questioned the distance between those commitments
and the government’s actions.

His December 2024 appearance alongside students
protesting outside the Chief Minister’s residence against
the reservation policy was particularly revealing.

Here was an MP from the ruling party standing
with young people protesting against his own govern-
ment’s decisions.

His absence from the NC campaign during the No-
vember 2025 Budgam by-election further exposed the
growing rupture. The party lost a constituency it had
held since 1977 to the PDP by more than 4,400 votes.

Parliament had also given Ruhullah a distinct po-
litical identity.

His interventions on political rights, restrictions
on movement and speech, and the concerns of ordinary
Kashmiris often departed from the carefully measured

A politician who asks
Kashmiris to remember the
hour of his resignation must
also accept their right to
remember the years that
preceded it. November 3,
2026, may become the
beginning of a different
political chapter or another
episode of public hope
followed by disappointment.
The answer will emerge from
what Ruhullah does after
leaving the chair, and whether
the promises he has invoked
continue to guide him when
holding on to them becomes
politically difficult.

language associated with mainstream politics.

Many people in the valley saw in his speeches an
expression of frustrations they felt were being diluted
in official statements.

When Farooq Abdullah publicly challenged him
in August to resign and seek a fresh mandate if he be-
lieved his support belonged to him personally rather
than the organisation, Ruhullah accepted the chal-
lenge. His decision has given substance to a disagree-
ment that had remained unresolved for years.

Still, public admiration should not exempt him
from scrutiny.

His resignation raises an uncomfortable question
about 2010, when he served as a minister in Omar Abdul-
lah’s cabinet during one of Kashmir’s bloodiest summers.

On June 11 that year, 17-year-old Tufail Mattoo was
killed during protests in Srinagar. His death triggered
months of unrest in which many civilians lost their
lives. Ruhullah remained in the government and later
contested elections on the National Conference ticket.

Sixteen years later, on November 3, he handed
his resignation letter to Tufail’s father, Moham-
mad Ashraf Mattoo, asking him to deliver it to Fa-
rooq Abdullah.

The symbolism was unmistakable.

It also invited an examination of his own political
choices during that turbulent period.

A minister cannot automatically be held personal-
ly responsible for all the actions of a government. His
position alone tells us little about what he knew, what
authority he exercised or what constraints he faced.

Still, a politician invoking conscience as the
reason for leaving power must explain why that con-
science did not lead him away from the government
in 2010.

The National Conference has seized on this con-
tradiction, accusing him of using that painful chapter

for political advantage. Its response may be partisan,
but the question itself is legitimate.

The party, meanwhile, has its own explanations
to provide.

The NC argues that restoring statehood does not
mean abandoning the demand for special status and
that it must work within the limitations of the Union
Territory arrangement.

Such pragmatism may explain some of its decisions,
but it cannot indefinitely replace political clarity.

If Articles 370 and 35A remain central to its pro-
gramme, voters are entitled to know what practical
steps the government intends to take.

The 2024 mandate rested substantially on con-
stitutional promises and the restoration of political
rights. Administrative performance alone cannot ex-
plain the expectations created by that campaign.

Personal attacks on Ruhullah and accusations of
moral bankruptcy do little to answer questions about
the government’s own commitments. Equally, his res-
ignation does not erase his earlier record.

Kashmir has seen new political voices emerge
with enormous public enthusiasm, only to falter when
the demands of political survival begin to compete
with their stated principles.

Bureaucrat Shah Faesal’s brief political journey
remains a telling example of the distance between
public expectation and political endurance.

Speculation about Ruhullah eventually joining
the Congress would also test his credibility, particu-
larly among supporters who associate the party with
the erosion of Kashmir’s autonomy.

He has spoken of building a movement rather
than forming another political front. That statement
will gain meaning through its organisation, member-
ship and political programme.

A movement representing Jammu and Kashmir
must speak beyond religious symbolism and the popu-
larity of one leader. It must accommodate disagree-
ment, include different political and social constitu-
encies and articulate a programme that young people
can recognise as their own.

The large gathering in Budgam showed the en-
thusiasm his departure has generated, particularly
among younger Kashmiris. But public applause at a
rally and an electoral mandate are different things.

The harder work begins when enthusiasm must
become organisation, when supporters disagree and
when political compromises tempt a leader to aban-
don the principles that brought people to his side.

Ruhullah has placed the chair and conscience
on opposite sides of a political argument. His own
history will remain part of that argument, just as
the National Conference’s record will remain open
to public examination.

A politician who asks Kashmiris to remember the
hour of his resignation must also accept their right to
remember the years that preceded it.

November 3, 2026, may become the beginning of a
different political chapter or another episode of public
hope followed by disappointment.

The answer will emerge from what Ruhullah does
after leaving the chair, and whether the promises he
has invoked continue to guide him when holding on to
them becomes politically difficult.

The author is a research scholar
at Kashmir University and can be reached at
gazimuzamill02@gmail.com.

Don’t Digitise Old Mistakes

Digitisation can modernise Jammu and Kashmir's Revenue Department, but without the
knowledge of Patwaris, old mistakes risk acquiring a permanent digital address.

Mohammad Amin Mir

land record in Kashmir is rarely just
a document.
Behind a name in a Jamabandi
may lie an inheritance, a family dis-
pute, a division of ancestral property or a bound-
ary remembered differently by two neighbour-
ing households.

A mistake in such a record can follow a fam-
ily for years, complicating a sale, delaying an
inheritance and drawing people into litigation.

Digitising these documents is therefore a
major administrative reform, but the govern-
ment must get one thing right before declaring
the exercise complete: the accuracy of the infor-
mation being transferred to the screen.

The Revenue Minister’s recent direc-
tions to expedite digitisation and verification
of land records in Jammu and Kashmir have
generated hope among government employees
and the public. His emphasis on authenticity,
accuracy and transparency, alongside plans to
strengthen grassroots administration, revive
the Settlement Wing and preserve historical
documents, signals an important change in the
department’s priorities.

There is, however, a missing voice in this
reform agenda.

The Patwari, who knows the land, the vil-
lage and the history behind its records, should
have a direct role in deciding how digitised re-
cords are verified and corrected.

Technology can make a document easier to
access, but it cannot establish whether the infor-
mation inside it is correct.

Scanning an old Jamabandi and uploading
it to a digital platform may preserve its contents,
but it can also reproduce mistakes that have sur-
vived for generations.

An incorrect entry does not acquire legal
or historical authenticity simply because it ap-
pears on a computer screen.

This difference is especially important in
Kashmir, where land ownership records often
draw on documents prepared during different
settlement exercises.

A Patwari working in a village has practical fa-
miliarity with old Jamabandis, mutations, Khasra
Girdawari, Lathas and Massavis. He knows the his-
tory of ownership, inheritance and possession in
his Patwar Halqa. He may also know why a particu-
lar survey number differs between two historical
documents or why an old mutation never found its
way into a subsequent Jamabandi.

Such knowledge rarely appears in a scanned file.

Discrepancies can take several forms. The
area recorded in an old Jamabandi may differ
from the measurement in a Massavi. A survey
number may have been entered incorrectly. An
inherited property may still appear under an
earlier owner’s name because a mutation was
never incorporated. Names and ownership par-
ticulars may contain errors that need compari-

son with original documents.

Resolving these inconsistencies calls for
more than software and clerical scrutiny. It in-
volves examining historical records, verifying en-
tries and, where necessary, conducting field-level
checks through officials familiar with the land.

A system that overlooks this work risks giv-
ing old errors a new technological authority.

The Revenue Minister should convene a
special consultation with representatives of the
All Jammu and Kashmir Patwar Association
and experienced Patwaris from different dis-
tricts before finalising a comprehensive verifi-
cation mechanism.

Their participation should go beyond car-
rying out departmental instructions. They must
help design the process itself.

A practical system could begin with district-
level verification committees involving experi-
enced Patwaris, Girdawars, Naib Tehsildars
and other competent revenue officers.

These committees could compare digitised
Jamabandis with original Lathas, Massavis,
previous Jamabandis and mutation registers on
a village-wise basis.

Patwaris should have a transparent channel
to flag discrepancies and submit supporting his-
torical documents for examination by the com-
petent authority.

The legal responsibilities of Patwaris,
Girdawars, Tehsildars and Deputy Commission-
ers also need clear definition. Corrections affecting
ownership or other legal rights must remain subject
to decisions by the authority empowered under law.

Disputed entries should have a prescribed
examination and correction procedure so that
genuine errors do not remain frozen in the digi-

tal system indefinitely.

Public verification should form another
part of the exercise.

Reading digitised Jamabandis at village lev-
el would give landowners an opportunity to iden-
tify mistakes before records receive final authen-
tication. A farmer who discovers an incorrect
name or land measurement should have a clear
route to seek examination of the entry without
making repeated visits to government offices.

The government’s own concern about man-
power shortages at the Patwari, Girdawar and
Naib Tehsildar levels makes this consultation
even more necessary.

A Patwari today handles traditional rev-
enue duties alongside digitisation of Jamaban-
dis, online mutations, AgriStack, Farmer IDs,
SVAMITVA-related assignments and other gov-
ernment programmes.

These responsibilities demand technical
skills, time and administrative support.

The department must provide computers,
reliable internet connectivity, electricity and
proper office accommodation in Patwar Halqas.
Vacant posts need priority attention, while
Girdawar circles and Patwar Khanas need
stronger institutional support.

Regular training in digital record manage-
ment, online mutations, scanning and data veri-
fication would help field officials work confi-
dently with the new systems.

The preservation of historical documents
also needs careful attention.

Lathas, Massavis, old Jamabandis and mu-
tation registers form the documentary founda-
tion of land ownership and revenue administra-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir. Their preservation

in Mahafiz Khanas should go hand in hand with
efforts to revive the Settlement Wing.

Missing, damaged or incomplete records
must be reconstructed through authentic histor-
ical references and legally accepted procedures.
Speculation has no place in a land record.

The success of this reform will eventually
be judged by the landowner seeking a correct
record, the family trying to settle an inheritance
and the citizen hoping to complete a property
transaction without spending months correct-
ing an administrative mistake.

Accurate records can reduce disputes, limit
unnecessary litigation and make public services
more accessible.

The Revenue Department has an opportu-
nity to build a digital system that future gen-
erations can trust. That work begins with rec-
ognising the people who understand the records
beyond the entries on a page.

A Patwari’s experience should inform the
technology, the verification process and the le-
gal safeguards governing corrections.

Jammu and Kashmir can take pride in mod-
ernising its land administration. But the real
achievement will come when a landowner can
open a digital Jamabandi and find the same ac-
curacy that the government promises in its re-
form announcements.

A computer can preserve an entry for gen-
erations, but it takes informed human judgment
to establish whether that entry was correct in
the first place.

The author is a revenue offical based
out of South Kashmir. He can be reached at
miramin354@gmail.com.
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GurezLooks Like Paradise Until Someone Falls Il

The death of a young mother and her unborn child lays bare the healthcare crisis in a Himalayan

Amreen Qadir

hen Haseen Begum went
into labour on a cold
Tuesday night, her family

had little time to lose.

The young pregnant woman from
Mazgund village in Tulail needed
medical attention. They rushed
her to the Primary Health Centre
at Sheikhpora, expecting to find a
doctor who could help her deliver
safely.

The corridors were empty, and
medical personnel were absent.

Her relatives put her in a ve-
hicle and drove to the Sub-District
Hospital in Dawar. Doctors exam-
ined her and discovered that her
haemoglobin level had fallen dan-
gerously low. She had developed
hypovolemic shock, a life-threat-
ening condition caused by a severe
loss of blood or circulating blood
volume. Her unborn child’s heart-
beat stopped around midnight.

Doctors decided to refer her
immediately to District Hospital
Bandipora, more than 80 kilome-
tres away.

Between Dawar and Bandipora
lay Razdan Pass, a mountain cross-
ing that rises to 11,600 feet and
becomes treacherous with the first
snowfall.

By then, early winter snow had
covered the pass, prompting au-
thorities to suspend vehicular
movement. The ambulance carry-
ing Haseen waited while officials
considered whether it could safely
Cross.

Road maintenance agencies ex-
pressed their willingness to facili-
tate the journey. Administrative
clearance, however, remained
elusive.

Officials cited the risk of another
accident, pointing to an earlier inci-
dent in which a fire services vehicle
had skidded on the snow-covered
road. Sending an ambulance across,
they argued, could endanger more
lives.

Hours passed. The ambulance

valley where winter

eventually crossed Razdan Pass and
descended towards Bandipora the
following morning.

Haseen was declared brought
dead on arrival. Her unborn child
had also died.

Her journey from Tulail to
Bandipora revealed the brutal re-
ality of winter in Gurez. A medi-
cal emergency that might receive
immediate attention in a city can
become a desperate race against
distance, weather and adminis-
trative procedures in this remote
Himalayan region.

Here, the closure of a mountain
road can separate a patient from
the hospital that might save her life.

For outsiders, Gurez is a picture
of extraordinary natural beauty.
Its snow-covered mountains, clear
rivers and alpine landscapes have
made it an increasingly popular
tourist destination. Tourism cam-
paigns celebrate the valley’s re-
moteness as an attraction. But for
its residents, that same isolation
becomes a source of danger when
winter closes the roads for nearly
six months.

Haseen's death also revived
memories of a young man from
Kanzalwan who died earlier follow-
ing a medical emergency. Together,
these cold deaths have exposed the
shortcomings of healthcare in a
region where people depend on a
handful of inadequately equipped
facilities.

The absence of medical person-
nel at Sheikhpora was one failure.
Another emerged at Dawar. Months
before the tragedy, local represen-
tatives had celebrated the inau-
guration of a blood storage unit in
Gurez. But when doctors needed
blood to stabilise Haseen’s danger-
ously low haemoglobin level, sup-
plies were unavailable.

Health centres in these high-
altitude settlements also struggle
with doctor absenteeism, leaving
patients especially vulnerable dur-
ing emergencies at night.

Public anger erupted after her
death. Markets shut down in
Dawar, Tulail and surrounding ar-
eas as residents staged protests. A
five-day hunger strike followed,
with demonstrators demanding
lasting improvements in health-
care. The agitation ended after the
Department of Health Services is-
sued an order deploying two spe-
cialists to the Community Health
Centre in Dawar.

The announcement appeared to

e

Isolation can turn medical emergen
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THE NEXT WOMAN WHO GOES
INTO LABOUR IN GUREZ SHOULD

HAVE A DOCTOR WAITING FOR HER,
a functioning hospital within reach and an
ambulance free to cross Razdan Pass. Haseen
Begum should never have had to die waiting for

all three.

address one of the community’s
immediate demands. A closer look
at the order, however, revealed the
limits of the response.

The department chose tempo-
rary rotational deputations instead
of sanctioning permanent specialist
positions for Gurez.

Such arrangements leave health-
care dependent on short-term ad-
ministrative decisions. Obstetric
emergencies, severe haemorrhage
and obstructed labour demand im-
mediate treatment.

A visiting specialist working
without adequate surgical infra-
structure, functioning blood sup-
plies and a permanent medical
team cannot provide comprehen-
sive emergency care.

When the deputation expires, the
region returns to its earlier depen-
dence on limited facilities.

The decision has also stirred
resentment  in  neighbouring
Bandipora.

Health authorities ordered the
transfer of key specialists from
its district hospital to meet the

staffing requirements in Dawar.
Bandipora already faces shortages,
and the transfers have prompted
protests from residents, traders and
civil society groups.

The irony has been particularly
painful for local traders and com-
munity leaders who had organised
blood donation drives to help pa-
tients in Gurez. Having supported
the border population during its
healthcare crisis, they now fear
that their own hospital will become
weaker.

Transferring doctors between
understaffed  hospitals  merely
moves the problem from one com-
munity to another. Both Gurez
and Bandipora need additional
medical personnel, supported by
fresh recruitment and permanent
appointments.

The consequences of this institu-
tional failure fall especially heavily
on women.

Men in remote mountain com-
munities often migrate for seasonal
work or enjoy greater mobility.
Women remain in villages where

cles into fatal journeys.

access to prenatal consultations,
nutritional assessments and rou-
tine screening for severe anaemia
can be severely limited.

Villages in Tulail and Bagtore
face particular difficulties during
heavy snowfall, when even reach-
ing Dawar becomes difficult.

Pregnant women may go with-
out regular examinations, leaving
conditions that doctors could iden-
tify early to develop into serious
complications.

When labour begins, families
must contend with inadequate local
facilities and uncertain transport.

The psychological burden is
considerable, as expectant moth-
ers and their families enter winter
knowing that a medical complica-
tion could become life-threatening
if the roads close.

The possibility of reaching a hos-
pital depends on weather condi-
tions, available transport and the
ability of different government de-
partments to coordinate an emer-
gency response.

This isolation demands a health-
care system designed specifically
for high-altitude conditions.

Dawar, Tulail and Bagtore need
fully functional operating theatres,
modern life-support equipment,
essential medicines and perma-
nent specialist teams. Blood stor-
age facilities must maintain ad-
equate supplies of life-saving blood

products.

Emergency transport needs
similar attention. Purpose-built
four-wheel-drive ambulances

equipped for snow-covered roads
should remain stationed in the re-
gion throughout winter. Authorities
should establish automatic, pre-
approved clearance for emergency
vehicles crossing Razdan Pass, with
civil administration, disaster man-
agement agencies, road authorities
and medical teams working under
a common protocol.

The government also needs to
identify high-risk pregnancies ear-
ly, establish winterised maternal
shelters near district hospitals and
decentralise emergency obstetric
services. Permanent specialist ap-
pointments through fresh recruit-
ment would strengthen Gurez
without weakening the already
understaffed hospital in Bandipora.

These measures demand a funda-
mental change in how authorities
plan healthcare for remote moun-
tain settlements.

Roads may remain closed for

months, so local hospitals must
have the personnel, equipment and
supplies to function independently.
Budgetary priorities must recog-
nise that residents of border valleys
need the same standard of medi-
cal care as people living in urban
centres.

The repeated inauguration of
buildings and facilities cannot
demonstrate progress when doc-
tors remain absent, blood supplies
run out and operating theatres lack
the capacity to handle emergencies.

Public healthcare must be judged
by whether a patient receives treat-
ment when she needs it.

The constitutional promise of
equal protection goes to people
living in the remotest corners of
the country. Their access to health-
care cannot depend on geography
or the willingness of officials to
grant permission during a medical
emergency.

The protests in Gurez and the
growing discontent in Bandipora
highlight years of frustration with
temporary appointments, unful-
filled commitments and adminis-
trative measures that leave struc-
tural deficiencies untouched.

Winter will return to Gurez.
Snow will settle on Razdan Pass,
villages will become isolated and
families will once again depend on
the medical facilities within their
reach. The valley will continue to
attract tourists who come to ad-
mire its mountains and experience
its remoteness.

But for the women who live
there, the season brings a far more
personal calculation. They must
consider whether a doctor will be
available, whether the hospital has
blood and whether an ambulance
can cross the mountain if complica-
tions arise.

Haseen Begum’s family made
that journey. They reached the hos-
pital after the hours in which doc-
tors might have saved her and her
child had passed.

The next woman who goes into
labour in Gurez should have a doc-
tor waiting for her, a functioning
hospital within reach and an ambu-
lance free to cross Razdan Pass.

Haseen Begum should never have
had to die waiting for all three.

— The author is the founder

and chairperson of The LIFT
Foundation, an NGO working in
Gurez. She can be reached at am-
reenqadir@doonsrinagar.com.

The Untold History of Kashmir’s Golf Greens

Beyond the mountain views and manicured lawns, Srinagar's Royal Springs holds a history that
connects British leisure, Kashmiri participation, local culture and inherited faith.

Shereen Naman

y father walks to the golf
Mcourse before the day begins,

and the walk has become
so fixed a part of his mornings that
I grew up wondering about a game [
never saw him play.

What was golf, and why did a
stretch of cut grass draw a grown man
back to it so faithfully?

I kept those questions to myself for
years. When [ finally visited Royal
Springs as an adult, I found that the
course had far more stories to tell
than I had imagined.

I knew nothing of handicaps or
swings. A golf cart took me along
winding paths through green framed
by trees and the Zabarwan hills, and
the city fell away behind the slopes. It
looked like a film set.

Within an hour, I had stopped
asking about the sport and started
asking who had imagined this land-
scape, how a pastime bound to British
colonial leisure found its way into
Kashmir, and how Kashmiris became
part of its story.

The usual answer is the view.

Royal Springs, with its groomed fair-
ways, landscaped greens and moun-
tain backdrop, sits among the valley’s
most striking golfing landscapes, and
golf tourism here is promoted through
scenery, climate and setting.

The scenery is real. It is also the

thinnest layer of the place.

The older layer begins with the heat
of the Indian plains. British officials
and travellers escaping it found tem-
perate summers and open ground in
the valley, and golf came with their
recreational habits.

Historical accounts place the
origins of the Kashmir Golf Club in
Srinagar in the late nineteenth cen-
tury. Memberships, clubs and social
networks organised the sport, and
they mirrored the hierarchies of the
society around them. Golf here was
never only a pastime.

Kashmiris were part of golf’s early
history too, as players and profession-
als. Their role complicates the idea
that golf was simply a British game
brought to the valley. Local people
maintained the courses and taught
others to play, but their contribution
rarely finds a place in the popular his-
tory of the sport.

Royal Springs itself is a modern
course, inaugurated in 2001, and be-
longs to a different chapter from the
historic club, so the two histories
should be kept apart.

The course lies beside a forest, and
wildlife occasionally wanders onto
the greens. A meticulously kept sport-
ing ground becomes, for a moment, a
clearing in a living landscape that has
its own calendar.

The golfers play inside the moun-
tains, and the mountains had no part
in the arrangement.

Along the route, stone markers bear
the names of walnut and cherry, the
trees and fruit of the valley’s orchards.
A sport rooted in another cultural tra-
dition speaks, in these inscriptions, in
a Kashmiri vocabulary.

Who chose those names, and for
what purpose, remains to be inves-
tigated. The cultural history of a
landscape sometimes survives in its
smallest inscriptions rather than its

P’S EARLY HISTORY TOO, AS
PLAYERS AND PROFESSIONALS. Their role complicates the

idea that golf was simply a British game brought to the valley.
Local people maintained the courses and taught others to play, but
their contribution rarely finds a place in the popular history of the sport.

grand monuments.

Less conspicuous than the markers,
an Aastaan-e-Sayyidaen stands with-
in the course’s interior, a shrine lo-
cally associated with one of Kashmir’s
thirteen prominent Sayyid lineages.

An astaan is a place of reverence
and inherited memory, joining the
physical landscape to faith and be-
longing. The land that hosts a modern

sporting institution also holds ground
whose meaning reaches well beyond
recreation, and a casual visitor may
never register it. Its precise history
and its link to the lineage await docu-
mentation through local knowledge
and historical records.

Here the tourism argument turns
sharper.

Golf  tourism

joins  sporting

infrastructure, hospitality, destina-
tion marketing and cultural identity,
and in Kashmir it cannot be separated
from the mountains, the nearness of
Dal Lake and the valley’s singular nat-
ural environment.

The opportunity lies in presenting
golf as part of a fuller account of the
place, a pastime attached to its setting
instead of floating free of it.

A visitor who learned the history,
the ecology and the local culture
would understand the destination
more deeply than one who saw only
a green against a ridge.

That fuller account holds obliga-
tions. Tourism has to grow in step with
environmental protection, responsible
land use and the preservation of heri-
tage, because a landscape’s worth ex-
ceeds the number of visitors it draws.

A course promoted on its scenery
alone invites the very visitors least
likely to ask what lies under the grass,
and the land has more to say than the
brochure allows.

The questions worth asking are the
ones that call for patient research.
Who were the earliest Kashmiri play-
ers and professionals? Who tended
the greens and introduced others to
the game? What lies in the clubs’ ar-
chives, and what memories survive
among the people who have lived and
worked around them?

Such records exist in fragments, if
they exist at all, and fragments fade
with the people who hold them.

Royal Springs is more than a place
to play golf. Its greens rest within a
larger Kashmiri world formed by co-
lonial encounters, natural abundance,
cultural memory and spiritual in-
heritance, and Srinagar’s history here
cannot be reduced to a single game or
a single era.

I went looking for the meaning of
my father’s morning habit and found
a landscape that keeps absorbing new
meanings while holding the traces of
earlier ones.

His walk now looks to me like a dai-
ly passage through layers that nobody
has finished recording.

— The authoris a cultural activist by
passion and scribe by profession. She
canbereached at
shereennamangge@gmail.com.
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Wangchuk-founded HIAL's Maternity Benefits Case
Leh Labour Court to Pronounce Final Orders on Nov 7

Press Trust Of India

Leh: The Labour Court in Leh is
scheduled to pass the final orders
on Saturday in a case involving al-
legations of non-payment of statu-
tory maternity benefits and unfair
treatment of a former employee
by activist Sonam Wangchuk-
founded Himalayan Institute of
Alternative Ladakh (HIAL).

The case, filed on June 27 by
Amina Khatoon, who joined HIAL
in 2023, concerns the alleged with-
holding of 26 weeks of her statuto-
ry maternity benefits, deactivation
of her official email account and
removal from workplace commu-
nication groups shortly after she
gave birth in 2024.

She has also alleged that
the institute withheld her ex-
perience certificate, adverse-
ly affecting her subsequent

employment prospects.

After registration of the case, the
first notice was issued to Wangchuk's
wife and HIAL chief executive officer
(CEO) Gitanjali Angmo.

Subsequently, after receiv-
ing no response, notices were
issued by the Labour Court to
the two on July 2, August 13 and
August 28. The final notice was
issued on September 8, sources
in the Labour Court said.

Despite multiple hearings
scheduled on June 29, July 7 and
13 and August 17, and notwith-
standing the formal serving of
the notices, the non-applicants
appeared only once on July 13.

"They have failed to attend
the remaining proceedings
without providing any suffi-
cient cause. The authority has
noted that this continuous non-
appearance reflects a deliberate

non-compliance with the statu-
tory proceedings initiated under
the prevailing labour laws.

"The authority has now granted
a last and final opportunity to the
non-applicants to appear before the
court on September 15. Take Notice
that in the event of a failure to ap-
pear, the Authority shall proceed
with the matter under Section 5 of
the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961,"
read the final notice issued by the
court, adding that non-applicant no.
1 (Angmo) was strictly directed to
attend the proceedings without fail.

A continuous failure to comply
would result in the initiation of
permissible coercive legal action,
entirely at the non-applicant's
own risk as to costs and legal con-
sequences, the notice said.

However, in complete disre-
gard of the final notice for appear-
ance on September 15, Angmo

refused to appear and record
her statement before the court,
prompting it to put up the matter
for November 7 for final orders.

In her complaint filed before
the court, Khatoon said she
worked continuously through-
out her pregnancy until pro-
ceeding on her contractually
and legally mandated maternity
leave on March 9, 2024.

Despite submitting all requi-
site medical and delivery docu-
mentation within the prescribed
timelines, she alleged that the
institution withheld 26 weeks
of her statutory maternity sal-
ary without assigning any valid
or lawful justification.

Khatoon claimed that within
a month of childbirth, her ac-
cess to official communication
channels was withdrawn, while
the management failed to clarify

her employment or rejoining
status. When she subsequently
attempted to return to work,
she was allegedly asked to await
a response from the HR team,
which never materialised.

She alleged that the sudden
termination of access, coupled
with absolute silence from the
management regarding her re-
joining status, inflicted severe
"mental agony, anxiety and sleep
deprivation” during an already
vulnerable postpartum phase.

She also alleged that the delay
in issuing her experience certifi-
cate cost her professional oppor-
tunities, including prospective
employment with Engineers India
Limited (EIL). The petition under-
scores that despite exhaustive
follow-ups for several months via
emails and messages addressed
directly to Angmo, the HR team

and HIAL founder Wangchuk, the
management refused to provide
any clear resolution or release
the pending dues, prompting the
worker to seek judicial remedy.
The complaint was brought be-
fore the office of the assistant labour
commissioner (ALC), Leh, under
Section 15 of the Payment of Wages
Act, 1936, and relevant provisions of
the Code on Wages, 2019. The pro-
ceedings also invoke provisions of
the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961.
Khatoon had approached the
labour authorities seeking di-
rections for the release of her
pending maternity benefits and
resolution of the disputed em-
ployment-related issues after
months of allegedly unsuccessful
follow-ups with the institute's
management and its founder.
The labour dispute comes amid
other controversies surrounding

HIAL. In August 2025, the Ladakh
administration cancelled the
institute's 1,076-kanal land al-
lotment, citing alleged failure to
execute the lease deed, non-pay-
ment of licence fees and viola-
tions of land-use conditions.

On November 1, the Leh admin-
istration issued a notice to the HIAL
CEO directing the institute to halt
classes and activities at its newly
opened Desert Flower School pend-
ing a final decision in a matter be-
fore the High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh. In the high
court proceedings, the adminis-
tration also levelled allegations
against Wangchuk concerning the
use of public land and mobilisation
of staff and students of HIAL and
Students' Educational and Cultural
Movement of Ladakh (SECMOL)
for protests. These allegations re-
main subject to adjudication.
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AIIMS Awantipora

education in the Union Territory.

particularly Burn Hall

School in

judicial oversight is a long period,

the narcotics trade directly fuels and

Police had also arrested nine persons,

buildings had been completed,
while the remaining infrastructure
and operational arrangements were
being taken up in phases.

The Phase-I infrastructure, includ-
ing the OPD Registration Block, OPD
Block, residential buildings and des-
ignated hostels, has been complet-
ed, with inventory verification and
handover formalities underway.

Nadda reviewed infrastructure de-
velopment, procurement of medical
equipment and furniture, recruitment
of faculty and staff, and preparedness
for launching healthcare and academ-
ic services.

He directed HITES and the AIIMS
administration to expedite procure-
ment of medical equipment, laborato-
ry instruments and furniture required
for operationalising the institute.

The meeting was informed that
procurement approvals had been is-
sued for 180 medical equipment items
worth Rs 59.41 crore, with notices of
award already issued for 140 items.

On recruitment, Nadda called for
expediting appointments of faculty
and non-faculty staff to ensure ad-
equate manpower before services
commence.

The Ministry has approved the en-
gagement of 652 personnel for OPD
and related services, including hospi-
tal attendants, housekeeping and san-
itation workers, and security staff. Of
these, 150 posts have been earmarked
for security personnel.

Academic activities, including MBBS
classes, are expected to commence in
the 2027-28 academic session.

Nadda also reviewed campus secu-
rity, transport connectivity and other
operational arrangements, stress-
ing close coordination among AIIMS
Awantipora, the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD), HITES and the
local administration to resolve pend-
ing issues.

He appreciated the efforts of CPWD
and other agencies in completing ma-
jor structures despite challenging con-
ditions at the site.

The minister said timely comple-
tion and operationalisation of AIIMS
Awantipora would strengthen access
to tertiary and specialised healthcare
in Jammu and Kashmir and reduce
the need for patients to travel out-
side the Union Territory for advanced
treatment.

AIIMS Awantipora MBBS

now the Union Health Minister
has indicated that 100 students will
soon begin their studies at AIIMS
Awantipora,” she said.

The Health Minister also stressed
the need to make the Outpatient
Department (OPD) operational at the
earliest, saying it would provide spe-
cialised healthcare services to people
of south Kashmir and reduce the bur-
den on major hospitals in Srinagar.

She said the Omar Abdullah-led
government was keen to see the pre-
mier institute become functional
without further delay and noted that
the Chief Minister had reviewed the
project on several occasions.

Meanwhile, Itoo raised with Nadda
the issue of Adnan Ahmad Rather, a
final-year MBBS student from Sopore
who died in Bangladesh, and sought
his intervention for the early repatria-
tion of his mortal remains.

She said she handed over the stu-
dent’'s documents to the Union Health
Minister and apprised him of the fam-
ily's distress.

"The family is going through an
extremely difficult time. His moth-
er, who was accompanying him in
Bangladesh, is also in a state of shock.
I requested the Union Health Minister
to ensure the mortal remains are
brought back at the earliest,” she said.

According to Itoo, Nadda assured all
possible assistance and said he would
take up the matter with the concerned
authorities.

AIIMS Awantipora is among Jammu
and Kashmir's major healthcare infra-
structure projects and is expected to
improve access to specialised medical
services while strengthening medical

Jhelum, Tributaries

water availability continues to de-
cline,” he said.

Springs In South Kashmir Dry Up

Arif said several local springs in
south Kashmir had also dried up fol-
lowing continued dry conditions, add-
ing to concerns over water availability
for rural communities.

A study published in the journal
Frontiers in Water, titled GIS-Based
Inventory and Utility Assessment
of Spring Resources in the Kashmir
Himalaya, has also highlighted con-
cerns over the region's water security.

The study mapped 649 springs
across Anantnag and Kulgam dis-
tricts during field surveys conducted
in 2021 and 2022. It found that 76
springs, accounting for 11.7 per cent of
those surveyed, were completely dry,
while 8.5 per cent were seasonal and
79.8 per cent perennial.

Domestic requirements, including
drinking, cooking and washing, ac-
counted for the largest share of spring
water use, the research found.

Researchers also noted that local
communities had reported declin-
ing spring discharge and reliability
over the preceding five to 10 years.
However, the absence of long-term
hydrological records prevented inde-
pendent confirmation of these trends.

The findings underline the vulnera-
bility of rural communities dependent
on natural springs for household con-
sumption and agricultural activities.

Meanwhile, the Meteorological
Centre Srinagar has forecast generally
dry weather from November 6 to 9,
followed by spells of light to moder-
ate rainfall and snowfall over higher
reaches between November 10 and 13.

The department's gauge readings
represent water levels at a particular
time and should not be confused with
seasonal averages or direct measure-
ments of drinking water availability.

However, declining spring flows,
low river levels and the prospect of
further dry periods have renewed
concerns over Kashmir's water secu-
rity as the region enters winter (KNO)

MeT Predicts

remained above freezing across
Kashmir, with Srinagar recording 4.0
degrees Celsius, Pahalgam 1.5 degrees,
Gulmarg 2.0 degrees and Kupwara 2.1
degrees.

The MeT department has advised
farmers to continue harvesting opera-
tions until November 10 and ensure
safe storage of crops. Travellers and
transporters have also been advised to
follow traffic advisories.

ECI Defers J&K Voter

Territory, with several areas, par-
ticularly the higher reaches, becom-
ing difficult to access due to snowfall.
Adverse weather conditions can also
pose logistical challenges for electoral
authorities conducting field-level re-
vision activities.

The last revision of electoral rolls in
Jammu and Kashmir was carried out
in 2024. Since then, no fresh revision
exercise has been undertaken in the
Union Territory.

The proposed revision is also sig-
nificant in view of the long-pending
urban local body elections in Jammu
and Kashmir. Municipal corporations,
councils and committees across the
UT have been without elected repre-
sentatives, and updated electoral rolls
are essential for conducting the polls.

The announcement of the revision
schedule is therefore being awaited,
as the exercise would provide an op-
portunity to update voter lists ahead
of the next electoral process.

Education Must

the purpose of education should
not be limited to securing marks or
achieving academic excellence but
must also involve developing well-
rounded individuals with strong mor-
al values and the ability to distinguish
between right and wrong.

Recalling his association with the
Diocese's educational institutions,

Srinagar, where he studied until
Class 5, Omar shared memories of his
school days and appreciated the insti-
tution's contribution to education and
character-building.

He lauded the Diocese of Jammu-
Srinagar Education Society for man-
aging 24 schools across Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, educating
around 28,000 students and providing
employment to nearly 1,600 people.

“These schools produce civil ser-
vice officers, police officers, doctors
and business leaders. But more than
anything else, they produce success-
ful people who remain good people,”
he said.

Highlighting the importance of in-
dependent learning, Omar urged stu-
dents to cultivate reading habits and
use Artificial Intelligence responsi-
bly and ethically. He said technology
should enhance learning and under-
standing rather than replace individ-
ual effort, critical thinking and intel-
lectual curiosity.

The Chief Minister congratulated
students who excelled in the Class X
and XII board examinations and com-
mended employees completing 25
years of dedicated service. He also ap-
preciated the Society's efforts in rec-
ognising distinguished alumni whose
achievements, he said, could inspire
younger generations.

The Society recorded an overall pass
percentage of 99 per cent in the Class
X and XII board examinations during
the 2025-26 academic year.

He said that beyond professional
and academic achievements, the
most important responsibility was
to remain good human beings and
treat one another with kindness and
compassion.

Minister for Education Shamim
Firdous, in her address, recalled the
contribution of Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad in laying the foundation of the
education system in independent
India. She also highlighted the role of
late Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah in
giving a new direction and vision to
education in Jammu and Kashmir.

She expressed hope that educa-
tional institutions would continue
to uphold these values and contrib-
ute towards developing responsible
members of society.

The Chief Minister also extended
greetings on the forthcoming festival
of Diwali, wishing people peace, hap-
piness and humanity.

Rt. Rev. Ivan Pereira, Bishop of
Jammu-Srinagar and President of
DJSES, Rev. Fr. Sebastian Nagathunkal,
Vice President of DJSES, and other of-
ficials of the Society were present on
the occasion.

No Room For

General of Police Nalin Prabhat;
DGP Prisons J&K Deepak Kumar;
Additional Chief Secretary, Home
Department, Chandraker  Bharti;
Special DG Coordination, PHQ, S.J.M.
Gillani; ADG CID M.K. Sinha; Principal
Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor
Govind Jaiswal; Additional Director,
IB J&K and Ladakh, Pankaj Kumar
Thakur; and other senior officials.

SC: 24-Hour Arrest

came in an appeal filed by four ac-
cused persons challenging the Tripura
High Court's refusal to grant them
bail in a case registered under various
provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

The accused were taken into custo-
dy around 2.30 pm on September 29,
2025, after the investigating agency
allegedly recovered 11.03 kg of meth-
amphetamine tablets from them.

However, their arrest was formally
recorded only at 11.15 am the fol-
lowing day, and they were produced
before a magistrate at 4.45 pm on
September 30, more than 24 hours af-
ter they were first detained.

The bench noted that the investi-
gating agency had failed to explain the
18-hour gap between the conclusion
of the search and seizure operation
and the formal recording of the arrest.

"18 hours in custody without

with misuse and abuse of authority a
clear possibility,” the bench said.

The court clarified that the only
period that can be excluded while
calculating the 24-hour deadline is
the time reasonably required for trav-
elling from the place of arrest to the
magistrate's court.

Time spent on inquiry, investiga-
tion, search or seizure before the for-
mal arrest cannot be excluded, it said.

Article 22(2) of the Constitution
provides that every person who is ar-
rested and detained in custody must
be produced before the nearest magis-
trate within 24 hours of arrest, exclud-
ing the time necessary for the journey
from the place of arrest to the court.

The Supreme Court disapproved of
the views taken by the Orissa High
Court in the Aryaman Pattanaik case,
the Madras High Court in the Kannan
case and the Kerala High Court in the
Arun K Thomas case, which had per-
mitted the period of detention before
formal arrest to be excluded while cal-
culating the constitutional deadline.

The bench said no period other than
the time reasonably required for the
journey to the magistrate's court could
be excluded from the calculation.

"In the event such detention contin-
ues beyond 24 hours, before the per-
son is produced before the magistrate,
he shall be forthwith released from
custody," it held.

The court further said the detaining
authority must ensure that detention
does not exceed a reasonable period,
even within the constitutional 24-
hour limit.

Emphasising the responsibility of
judicial magistrates, the bench said
they must record the actual date and
time of detention and independently
examine whether the constitutional
deadline has been complied with.

"At the time of production, the
magistrate is duty-bound to record
the actual date and time of detention
of the person produced before him
when his liberty stood curtailed, and
examine whether the 24-hour dead-
line has been complied with or not
from the time of such detention. If
there is a breach of 24-hour deadline,
the concerned person shall be forth-
with released from detention," the
bench said.

The magistrates must also examine
whether the duration of detention is
reasonable in the circumstances and
may refuse remand if the period is
found to be excessive.

The Supreme Court also referred to
instances of custodial violence during
investigations, observing that some of
the worst violations of human rights
occur when police delay formally re-
cording arrests or describe prolonged
detention as interrogation.

Terrorists On Move,

their movements were constantly
changing.

"There is one prominent local ter-
rorist who orchestrated attacks in
Anantnag and Kulgam, supported by
a few foreign terrorists. We have ob-
served their footprints, but putting
a definitive number on them is not
feasible because they remain in tran-
sit, present at one location today and
moving elsewhere tomorrow," he said.

The IGP said terror threats, security
alerts and recoveries of improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) along the
National Highway remained regular
occurrences, necessitating security
protocols to prevent attacks.

On frequent stoppages along the
National Highway, he said the pro-
tocols had been formulated in view
of past terror incidents and ongoing
threats. However, he said the matter
was being discussed with senior of-
ficers and paramilitary forces to mi-
nimise inconvenience to commuters
without compromising security.

Kumar said the narco-terror nexus
remained a major challenge, with
a significant portion of the narcot-
ics trade directly financing terrorist
activities.

"Militancy and narcotics are deeply
intertwined; a significant portion of

supports terrorism. So this is not un-
familiar territory for us, though it is a
substantial challenge," he said.

He added that kingpins operating
locally and across the border were us-
ing networks of overground workers
(OGWs) to distribute illicit earnings
under various pretexts.

Referring to the recent anti-terror
operation in Budgam, Kumar said the
terrorists were neutralised at high al-
titudes along the ridgeline connecting
Poonch and Budgam.

He said specialised security forces
had established dominance in the
difficult mountainous terrain, adding
that forces were prepared for different
operational contingencies in the Pir
Panjal range.

On the anti-drug campaign, the IGP
said police had registered more than
1,500 cases under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act and arrested nearly 2,000 persons
this year.

He said cash worth around Rs 1.10
crore had been recovered, while prop-
erties worth crores had been attached.
Police had also frozen 567 bank ac-
counts linked to drug-related activi-
ties, involving around Rs 1.31 crore.

Kumar said police were also tar-
geting the financial networks behind
drug trafficking, including those oper-
ating in downtown Srinagar, and had
intensified action against suppliers
and their associates.

Appealing to people to share infor-
mation about drug peddling, he as-
sured them that the identities of infor-
mants would remain confidential and
that police would extend assistance to
those seeking help with addiction.

"Anyone having information about
drug peddling should come forward. If
someone approaches a police station
or a rehabilitation centre for help, we
will facilitate them. Their identity will
remain safe," he said.

The IGP also cautioned youngsters
against becoming part of organised
cyber fraud networks, particularly
those using mule bank accounts to fa-
cilitate fraudulent transactions.

He said police had received com-
plaints involving losses of over Rs
54 crore in recent cases, adding that
around 13 to 14 per cent of the de-
frauded amount had been recovered
and more than Rs 7 crore returned to
victims.

"Cheating your own people is
wrong. | appeal to the youth not to get
involved in such activities or become
part of these networks," he said.

Expressing concern over rash driv-
ing and reckless biking, Kumar urged
youngsters to follow traffic rules,
warning that violations endangered
the lives of drivers, pedestrians and
other road users.

He appealed to the youth to stay
away from drugs, cybercrime and
dangerous stunts on bikes and cars,
assuring that police would provide all
possible assistance to those willing to
overcome addiction and lead normal
lives.

Kumar, a 2007-batch IPS officer of
the AGMUT cadre, assumed charge
as IGP Kashmir Zone in August 2026,
succeeding V.K. Birdi.

BPL Families Lured

of operating such financial net-
works during his stay abroad, includ-
ing in China.

Investigators have found that
around 20 bank accounts were al-
legedly operated in the names of the
doctor and his wife, with 10 accounts
each linked to them. Online gaming
and other digital platforms were al-
legedly used to facilitate transactions
and move money through multiple
accounts.

Earlier, SSP Ganderbal Khalil Ahmad
Poswal, while addressing a press con-
ference on February 16 this year, had
said police had identified 835 suspi-
cious bank accounts linked to the
racket, with transactions worth Rs 209
crore verified in 290 accounts.

He had said the amount involved
could exceed Rs 400 crore after veri-
fication of the remaining accounts.

including the Haryana-based doctor,
in connection with the case.

Poswal had said the accused alleg-
edly targeted BPL ration-card holders,
offering them monthly commissions
of Rs 8,000 to Rs 10,000 in exchange
for their bank accounts and ATM cards.

The role of certain bank employees
was also being examined for their sus-
pected involvement in facilitating the
transactions, officials said.

Police have cautioned people
against sharing bank accounts, ATM
cards, QR codes or banking credentials
with strangers in exchange for com-
missions, warning that such practices
could make them unwitting partici-
pants in organised cyber fraud net-
works.(KNO)

CAT Declines To

their gender, emphasising that
people living in remote and tribal ar-
eas like Gurez cannot be denied access
to specialised medical care.

The Tribunal noted that there was
no specific landmark judgment im-
posing a blanket prohibition on post-
ing or deputing a woman doctor to
a difficult area. Medical hardship
alone, it added, does not automati-
cally invalidate an order of transfer or
deployment.

"Can that be a ground to deny prop-
er specialised medical care to the peo-
ple living in remote/tribal areas like
Gurez," the Tribunal observed while
dealing with a plea filed by a woman
Medical Officer challenging her de-
ployment to CHC Dawar, Gurez.

The Bench observed that transfer
and deployment are exigencies of ser-
vice and fall within the administrative
domain of the competent authority.
Courts should ordinarily refrain from
interfering in such decisions unless
an order is found to be motivated by
mala fides, issued by an incompetent
authority or passed in contravention
of service rules, it observed.

The Tribunal, however, underscored
that the power of transfer must be
exercised honestly, bona fide and
reasonably in the interest of public
service, without being influenced
by extraneous considerations, ulte-
rior motives or colourable exercise of
power.

Highlighting the State's constitu-
tional responsibility towards health-
care, the Tribunal observed that the
right to health and medical treatment
is an integral facet of the right to life
and that the Government is duty-
bound to ensure adequate medical
facilities for its citizens.

It noted that healthcare needs in
the country remain immense, particu-
larly in view of poverty and the lack
of medical facilities in rural and tribal
areas, requiring the Government to
play a major role in ensuring access to
treatment.

"The issue with regard to health-
care, being paramount and touching
the very existence of humankind, de-
serves all attention," it observed.

The observations came in a case
filed by Dr. Nusrat Nabi, who chal-
lenged the Health Department's
October 24 order deploying her to
CHC Dawar, Gurez, on a temporary ba-
sis to ensure the availability of gynae-
cology services in the area during the
forthcoming winter season.

The authorities argued that the doc-
tor was herself a permanent resident
of Gurez and that the deployment was
necessitated by the need to strengthen
specialist healthcare in the remote area.
They also referred to the recent death of
a pregnant woman while being taken to
a hospital in Bandipora, with the baby
also stillborn amid referral delays.

While declining to interfere with
the deployment order, the Tribunal
directed the authorities to consider
and decide the doctor's pending rep-
resentation seeking reconsideration
on medical and humanitarian grounds
within seven days.

It ordered that she shall not be dis-
turbed from her present place of post-
ing at SDH Chadoora during this period
and directed the authorities to pass a
speaking order on her representation.
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NC Dissent: CM Omar, Farooq To Meet

grieved MLAs Today

SRINAGAR:

the ruling National

Friday morning.

With discontent
continuing to simmer within
Confer-
ence (NC) over the recent cabi-
net reshuffle-cum-expansion,
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
and party president Dr Farooq
Abdullah are scheduled to meet
aggrieved legislators at the lat-
ter's Gupkar residence here on

The meeting comes after a
nearly five-hour gathering of
NC legislators at the residence
of MLA Pampore Justice (retd.)
Hasnain Masoodi in Sanat Nagar
on Thursday, where the mem-
bers discussed their grievances
and the issues they intend to
raise with the party leadership.

Sources revealed that 16 leg-
islators, including 15 NC MLAs

virtually.

and an Independent legislator,
attended the meeting physi-
cally, while four others joined

The meeting, which contin-
ued until around 10 pm, focused

legislators

on the recent cabinet reshuffle
and the demands raised by leg-
islators from different regions.
Sources said Jammu-based
targeted Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder Choud-

office.

hary, while their counterparts
from Kashmir demanded the
replacement of ministers who
have completed two years in

The legislators also decided to
raise all the issues outlined in a
memorandum submitted to the
party leadership, sources said.

Omar Abdullah and Farooq
Abdullah are scheduled to meet
the aggrieved legislators on
Friday morning at the Gupkar
residence of the NC president.
The meeting is being viewed as
an attempt by the party leader-
ship to address the growing re-
sentment and defuse tensions
within the ruling party.

Both leaders arrived in Sri-
nagar on Thursday afternoon.
While Omar Abdullah flew in
from Jammu, Farooq Abdul-
lah returned to the Valley from

Legislators Hold Five-Hour Meeting, Decide To Raise Reshuffle Grievances With Leadership

New Delhi, sources said.

The discontent among NC
legislators had surfaced follow-
ing the recent cabinet reshuffle-
cum-expansion, with a section
of party MLAs expressing dis-
satisfaction over the changes
and seeking a greater say in the
functioning of the government.

The legislators had earlier de-
liberated on their concerns and
prepared a memorandum out-
lining their demands, including
changes in the ministerial team
and issues relating to the func-
tioning of the government.

The Friday meeting is ex-
pected to provide an opportu-
nity for the party leadership to
hear the legislators' concerns
and discuss their demands
amid continuing differences
over the cabinet reshuffle.(with
KNO inputs)

J&K Geo-Tags 30,000 Chinar Trees, Installs
QR Plates on 13,500 Hentage Trees

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir has geo-tagged
nearly 30,000 Chinar trees
and developed a digital
database to document
their location and details,
while QR-enabled metal
identification plates have
been installed on 13,500
prominent Chinar, Peepal
and Bargad trees across the

Union Territory.
Of the total QR-enabled
plates installed, 10,000

have been affixed to promi-
nent Chinar trees in Kash-
mir, while 3,500 have been
installed on Peepal and
Bargad trees in the Jammu
division.

The progress of the ini-
tiative was reviewed dur-
ing a meeting of the Wild-
life Protection Department
and the J&K Forest Research
Institute (JKFRI), chaired by
Forests, Ecology and Envi-
ronment Minister Altaf Ah-
mad Wani at the office of
the Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forests and Head of
Forest Force (PCCF/HoFF) in
Jammu.

Officials briefed the Min-
ister that geo-tagging of ap-
proximately 30,000 Chinar
trees had been completed,
with their details incorpo-
rated into a dedicated digi-
tal database. The second
phase of the programme
will extend the exercise to
the remaining Chinar, Bar-
gad and Peepal trees across
Jammu and Kashmir.

Wani appreciated the
initiative and stressed the
importance of safeguard-
ing the region's rich natu-
ral heritage, describing its
conservation as a shared
responsibility of the gov-
ernment and the public.

The Minister also called
for greater involvement of
concerned MLAs in devel-

opment projects under-
taken in their respective
districts. He said elected
representatives were bet-
ter acquainted with local
needs and ground realities,
adding that their partici-
pation would strengthen
transparency and ensure
effective implementation of
works.

The meeting was at-
tended by Commissioner
Secretary, Forest, Ecology
and Environment, Sheetal
Nanda; PCCF/HoFF, J&K,
Sarvesh Rai; Chairman, PCC,
Vasu Yadav; Chief Wildlife
Warden, J&K, and Director,
JKFRI, Dr Suneesh Buxy;
Regional Wildlife Wardens,
Divisional Forest Officers
and other senior officers.

J&K Bank Takes Customer Care Town
Hall Series To Anantnag

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Taking for-
ward its Customer Care
Town Hall series, J&K Bank
on Thursday held second
meeting through its Zonal
Office in Anantnag. The
meeting brought around
150 customers and all
Branch Managers of the
Zone together with senior
Bank officials for a direct
dialogue on service deliv-
ery, grievance redressal
and safe digital banking.
General Manager (Cus-
tomer Care) Narjay Gupta
chaired the meeting in the
presence of General Man-
ager & Divisional Head

(Kashmir) Arshad Qadri and
Chief Risk Officer Altaf Hus-
sain Kira. Zonal Head (An-
antnag) Khavar Meraj Han-
doo, In-Charge (Transaction
Monitoring Cell) Bilal Ah-
mad Kuchay, Cluster Heads
of the Zone, Lead District
Managers of Anantnag and
Kulgam and other senior of-
ficials were also present.
Customers shared their
experiences, raised con-
cerns about banking ser-
vices and sought clarity on
grievance redressal and the
safe use of digital banking
channels. The discussion
also covered mule accounts
and the risks of allowing
others to use one’s account

J&K Bai

Suvny TwCrw

to receive or transfer funds.

Addressing the partici-
pants, General Manager
(Customer Care) Narjay
Gupta said, "By listening
to customers alongside our
Branch Managers, we can
see where our processes
need to work better and
act on that feedback at the
branch level. That is how
we address grievances,
make banking simpler, saf-
er and more responsive to
the people we serve.”

"The Town Hall forms
part of J&K Bank’s wider
initiative to strengthen cus-
tomer connect and build
greater trust through direct
engagement”, he added.

JKFA To Hold Fresh Elections On Nov 25
Following Court Order

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR- The Jammu
and Kashmir Football As-
sociation (JKFA) will hold
fresh elections on Novem-
ber 25 following a court
order directing the Sports
Council to conduct the
polls.

The court of the 4th
Additional Sessions Judge,
Srinagar, last week di-
rected the Secretary of
the Sports Council to hold
elections for the JKFA
within three weeks.

The election for a new
executive body of the JKFA
is necessary to bring the
football governing body of
the Union Territory in line
with the AIFF constitution

and the National Sports
Governance Act, 2025,
which came into force on
January 1, 2026.

“The Hon’ble court
has directed the Secre-
tary, Jammu and Kashmir
Sports Council, to appoint
a returning officer for
holding elections within
three weeks,” Advocate
Sameer Hamid, who was
representing  petitioners
Fayaz Ahmad Sofi and oth-
ers, said.

Sofi, a former office-
bearer of the association,
said the Secretary of the
Sports Council called a
meeting of stakeholders
on November 2, where the
election date was decided.

“The meeting was at-

tended by a delegation of
the AIFF and more than
150 football stakeholders
representing different Dis-
trict Football Associations,
zones and football institu-
tions from the Kashmir Val-
ley and Jammu Province.

“During the consulta-
tive meeting, discussions
were held regarding the
election process, eligibil-
ity of voters and other rel-
evant matters concerning
the smooth and transpar-
ent conduct of elections,”
Sofi said.

Besides Sofi, former In-
dia player Abdul Majeed
Kakroo was also a peti-
tioner in the case filed in
2023 seeking the holding
of long-overdue elections.

Fire Services Issues Winter Fire Safety Adv1s0ry

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu
and Kashmir Fire & Emer-
gency Services (F&ES)
Department on Thursday
issued a winter fire safety
advisory, urging people to
take precautionary mea-
sures while using heat-
ing appliances, Bukharis,
Kangris and LPG heaters
to prevent fire incidents,
suffocation and loss of life
and property.

In an advisory issued
for the general public, the
department said the use of
heating appliances increas-
es considerably during
winter, and their improper
use or careless handling
could lead to fire incidents
and other hazards.

The department ad-
vised people to use stan-
dard-marked heating
appliances and electric
blankets, ensure they are
properly checked before
use, and switch off and
unplug electric heaters
before going to bed or
leaving home.

The advisory called for
proper ventilation while
using LPG heaters, Bukha-
ris and other fuel-burn-
ing appliances, warning
against leaving LPG heat-
ers running while sleep-
ing or when rooms are
unattended.

People have been ad-
vised to regularly check
LPG pipes, regulators and

connections for leakage
or damage and switch off
cylinder valves and stove
knobs when not in use.

The advisory urged
people to handle Kangris
carefully, keep them in
stable positions and away
from bedding, curtains
and other combustible
materials. It cautioned
against burning or stor-
ing charcoal in enclosed
or poorly ventilated spac-
es and advised ensuring
that ashes and embers are
completely extinguished
before disposal.

The department has
warned against overload-
ing electrical sockets and
extension boards, advis-
ing people to use properly
rated safety devices and
get defective wiring re-
paired by qualified elec-
tricians. It advised them
to keep electrical wires
away from hot surfaces,
water and damp areas.

People have also been
advised not to store dry
grass, firewood, hay, pa-
per and other combustible
materials inside residen-
tial houses or near heat-
ing appliances. The advi-
sory stressed that people
should not leave cooking
unattended and should
keep combustible materi-
als away from open flames.

The department also
cautioned against dry-
ing clothes and blankets
over or near heaters and
Bukharis, and urged peo-
ple not to throw burning
cigarette butts or match-
sticks carelessly.

It advised households
to keep suitable fire ex-
tinguishers and buckets
filled with water or sand
readily available near
heating and cooking ar-
eas, while ensuring that
staircases, corridors and
escape routes remain
clear.

Mehbooba Re-Elected PDP
Chief For Fifth Term

SRINAGAR: Saying that people
who have suffered for years need
healing rather than political vic-
tories, Mehbooba Mufti was on
Thursday unanimously re-elected
as president of the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) for fifth term.

“Those who are hurting do not
need victories. They need heal-
ing,” Mehbooba said in a social
media post, as per KNO. “My heart
is heavy and full at the same time.
| am grateful. You have trusted me for the fifth time and | do not
take that lightly. But | also carry the pain of people who have given
somuch and been heard so little,” she said.

The proposal tore-elect Mehbooba was moved by former min-
isterand senior party leader Abdul Rehman Veeri and seconded by
senior leader Mohammad Khurshid Alam.

According to the party, all members of the electoral college
present at the meeting unanimously supported her candidature,
while members from Jammu participated online and extended
their support.

Reflecting on the suffering of families who have lost their loved
ones, Mehbooba said she had walked through lanes where moth-
ersstill kept lamps lit for sons who never returned and met fathers
who had carried too many coffins but received too few answers.

She also referred to the uncertainty among young people, say-
ing their question about whether tomorrow would be different
from yesterday was one she heard and felt. “This is the party we
built together, to answer our people's pain, so that no one has to
die searching for answers,” she added.

Mehbooba has been leading the PDP since 2003—(KNO)

Azad Dismisses Reports Of
Political Realignment

SRINAGAR: Former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad on Thursday dismissed reports of a possible political
realignment with other leaders, including MLA Ruhullah Mehdi
and Baramulla MP Engineer Rashid, terming speculation about
forming a new political party or contesting the forthcoming par-
liamentary elections as baseless.

Azad expressed concern over the circulation of unverified in-
formation on social media and news channels, saying fabricated
claims were being presented as facts and subsequently put to po-
litical leaders for reactions.

“For the past two days, | have received dozens of recordings
from people asking what is happening in Kashmir and whether |
am forming a party with Ruhullah Sahib or someone else. All this
is completely wrong,” he said.

Azad clarified that he had neither initiated discussions with any
political leader nor received any communication regarding a pos-
sible alliance or the formation of a new political outfit.

“I have not spoken to anyone. | am not in touch with anyone re-
garding any such arrangement. Nobody has approached me, and |
have approached nobody,” he said.

Dismissing reports suggesting that he had already reached
Kashmir for political consultations, Azad said he was currently in
New Delhi and had not even planned a visit to Jammu and Kash-
mir.

“I am sitting in Delhi and some channels are saying | have
reached Kashmir. | have not even made a programme to visit
Kashmir or Jammu. Yet they have already sent me there through
their channels,” he remarked.

He also rejected reports suggesting that he was considering
contesting the forthcoming parliamentary elections, describing
them as entirely false and without any factual basis.

Clarifying his willingness to engage with political leaders, Azad
said his ability to speak with anyone should not be interpreted as
anindication of political negotiations or alliance-building.

“I can talk to anyone. | am not an enemy of anybody. But that
does not mean the stories being circulated are true,” he said.

Azad urged media organisations to exercise responsibility and
verify information before publishing speculative reports, caution-
ing against creating unnecessary political narratives based on ru-
mours rather than facts. (Observer News Service)

Ladakh Administration
Notifies Delimitation Of LAHDC
Constituencies

LEH: Ladakh administration on Thursday notified the delimita-
tion of 100 constituencies of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Councils (LAHDC) in eight districts, specifying the
panchayat halgas and villages or wards falling under each con-
stituency.

The move paves the way for elections in the region.

The delimitation was notified through an order issued by the
revenue department, in accordance with the final recommenda-
tions of the State Election Commission, Ladakh, dated November
5,2026.

The exercise covers the districts of Leh, Sham, Changthang,
Zanskar, Nubra, Kargil, Drass and Sankoo.

"In exercise of the powers conferred under Section 5(1) of the
LAHDC Act and in pursuance of the final recommendations of the
State Election Commission, the administration of the Union Ter-
ritory of Ladakh hereby determines and notifies the delimitation
of constituencies of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development
Councils, comprising the districts of Leh, Sham, Changthang, Zan-
skar, Nubra, Kargil, Drass and Sankoo," the notification said.

As per the notification issued by Commissioner-Secretary Shur-
bir Singh, Leh district has 22 constituencies, Sham 9, Changthang
10, Zanskar 9, Nubra 9, Kargil 21, Drass 7and Sankoo 13. (Press trust
Of India)

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR BATAMALOO/ LAWAYPORA EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 18T CLASS IN THE COURT OF ADDITIONAL DISTRIGT JUDGE (BANK GASES) SRINAGAR

DESIGNATED COMMERCIAL COURT

Present: Ms. Kusoom Pandita, J

SDA COMPLEX BEMINA SRINAGAR
In the case of : Mohammad Nidayat Ullah S/o Abdul Rashid Baba, R/0 Hamdan Abad, Lane No. Aribagh, B.K. Pora Srinagar

In the case of:- Ellaqai Dehati Bank, B/ o Zahura Srinagar. (Plantiff)

............... Petitioner/ Decree Holder through Advocate Mir Rashad. V/s.

') Irfan Ahmad Dar & others (Defendants)
1. Sikander House Building Corporation Ltd Through its Secretary Sikander Khursheed Dar, Darish Kadal Chowk Karan-Nagar Srinagar. Notice to:- 1) Irfan Ahmad Dar & Showkat Ahmad Dar Sons of Ghulam Nabi Dar
2. Al Mehmood Builders Ltd, Through its Managing Director, Sikander Khursheed Dar, Darish Kadal Kak Saria Srinagar. Both Residents of Dobighat Hazratbal Srinagar.
3. Sikandar Khursheed Dar S/o Khursheed Ahmad Dar R/0 H. No. 15 Chinar Colony, Baghat Srinagar. Suit for Recovery of Rs. 160.591/-

PUBLICATION
GENERAL NOTICE (U/0: 5 Rule 20 CPC)
Whereas it has been proved to the satisfaction of the court that the defendant(s)/respondent(s) above named are not being served by the
ordinary mode of service. Hence, this proclamation under Order 5 Rule 20 CPC is hereby issued against him/them who should appear personally
or through their counsel on 28-11-2026 at 10 a.m.
Take notice that in default of his/their appearance on the day before mentioned, the above said case will be heard and determined in his/their

............... Respondents / Judgement Debtors through Nemo.

AUCTION NOTICE

Incompliance to the directions of Hon’ble Court of Additional District Judge and Tehsildar Central Srinagar, itis hereby notified for the information
of public that an open auction for land measuring 12 Marlas and 224 sqfts falling under survey No.1211/104 situated at Mujgund shall be
conducted on 7th of November, 2026 at 11:30 A.M. for execution of the Court order vide order dated:03-10-2026 for the recovery of amount
Rs:32.00 lacs alongwith the interest. .

All interested parties are requested to contact on this number (Shri Tanveer Ahmad Bhat Jr. Assistant 9541465972) on or before 7th Nov, 2026 g?::ﬁﬁﬁ:::ﬁ;hnfn?aﬁg-sea| of the Court this 24th October 2026

for any kind of query. ’ Sd/-
No: 1101/MN/LW/CS/26 Dtd 31-10-2026 Naib Tehsildar/ Additional District Judge (Bank Cases)
Dated: 31-10-2026 Executive Magistrate 1st Class Srinagar.
Central Srinagar Designated Commercial Court

DIPK-7390-26
DT: 05/11/2026

DIPK-7398-26
DT: 05/11/2026
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LISBON: Cristiano Ronaldo won't
play for Portugal anymore, ending on
Thursday a career that spanned six
World Cups and included a European
title and the men's all-time interna-
tional scoring record.

His announcement marked the end
of a lauded career that began more
than two decades ago before Euro
2004 and finished with him walking
out on the national team after falling
out with coach Jorge Jesus.

"To the Portuguese people, the day
has come for me to hand back the
No. 7 shirt of our national team," the
41-year-old Ronaldo said in a long
video message on social media.

"I never felt it belonged to me alone
but for 23 years I had the privilege
and the responsibility of wearing it,
defending it and carrying it with me
into stadiums all around the world.

"Today the time has come to pass
it on to the future. It was not an easy
decision because some decisions are

not made with the mind alone. They
are also made with the heart. A jour-
ney that began in August 2003 and
changed my life forever has come to
anend."

Ronaldo will keep playing at club
level, which he is expected to finish at
the end of this season with Al-Nassr
in Saudi Arabia.

He is in pursuit of his 1,000th ca-
reer goal and sits on 985. Of those, a
record 146 goals came in 234 appear-
ances with Portugal.

Portugal plans tribute

While long-time peer Lionel Messi
finished his career with Argentina last
month after a much anticipated fare-
well match, Ronaldo's final appear-
ance with Portugal has ended up be-
ing on Sept. 24 in a 1-0 home win over
Wales in the Nations League.

Jesus kept him on the bench for the
following match and said he didn't
plan to start him in the next one, so
Ronaldo decided to leave the team's
training camp. Jesus later said Ron-
aldo would be welcome back and the

decision to return was up to him.

The Portuguese soccer federa-
tion released a statement expressing
"deep gratitude and immense admi-
ration" for Ronaldo's service to the
country.

"Cristiano Ronaldo has raised Por-
tugal's profile and inspired genera-
tions of young people who dream of

following in his footsteps; for many
of us, he is the greatest player of all
time!" the federation said.

It said it intends to organize a trib-
ute to Ronaldo "in which the fans and
the country can one more time ap-
plaud and celebrate a player who has
given us so much."” Ronaldo helps Por-
tugal reach new level

Ronaldo Announces Retlrement from International Football

Ronaldo's Soccer Career by Numbers

23-year international career is

over after the superstar striker an-
nounced his retirement from playing for
Portugal.

Here's a look at some of his numbers
and statistics:

6 Ronaldo is the only male player
to score at six different World Cups. He
played in every tournament since 2006,
just like his great rival Lionel Messi. Un-
like Messi, Ronaldo never lifted soccer's
greatest prize.

10 The number of hat tricks Ronaldo
scored for Portugal. He was the first man
to reach that figure in international soc-
cer, doing so in 2021 with a three-goal
display against Luxembourg.

Crlstlano Ronaldo's record-setting,

Before Ronaldo debuted for Portu-
gal by replacing Luis Figo in a 2003
friendly against Kazakhstan, Portugal
had never won any major trophies.

11 The number of goals scored by Ron-
aldo at World Cups, putting him tied for
ninth on the all-time list. His best scoring
tournament was in 2018 in Russia, where
he netted four times — including a hat
trick against Spain in group play — before
Portugal exited in the last 16.

23 Ronaldo scored at least one inter-
national goal for 23 straight calendar
years. That streak started in 2004 when
he netted his first goal for Portugal
against Greece at the European Cham-
pionship. His last goal was a penalty
against Croatia at this year's World Cup.

146 The number of goals by Ronaldoin
international matches, a record in men's
soccer. That's 20 more than his nearest
rival on the all-time list, Lionel Messi.

Then he and successive genera-
tions of talented teammates made
Portugal a regular presence at major
tournaments.

Centre Forms Panel to Review
UGC Equity Rules

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI, NOV 5 (PTI) The
Centre on Thursday informed
the Supreme Court that it is set-
ting up a special committee

to re-examine the Univer-

sity Grants Commission's \’/
(UGC) 2026 regulations \\ //
\//}‘&"

aimed at promoting eq-
uity in higher education
institutions

A bench compris-

centre of the deliberations.
Recently, Sunil Ambekar, the
national publicity chief of the
RSS, said the Sangh has already
described the UGC circular as

"imbalanced".

"Our position is that
whatever happens next
on this issue should be
balanced, and the gov-
ernment must ensure

this," he had said
The matter in the

ing Chief Justice Surythop court arose in Abe-

Kant and Justice Joy- sH-fs fa9awd da Salim Tadvi v. Union

malya Bagchi was

told by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta that the government was
examining ways to address the
concerns of students and en-
sure that no section of the stu-
dent community feels excluded,
threatened or apprehensive un-
der the regulatory framework.

"The government is contem-
plating appointing a committee,"
the law officer said.

The CJI stressed the need to
protect the interests of every
student and adjourned the batch
of petitions for four weeks.

He said the concerns, welfare
and well-being of the younger
generation should remain at the

of India and connected
cases.

The 2019 petition was filed by
the mothers of Rohith Vemula
and Payal Tadvi, who died by sui-
cide after allegedly facing caste
discrimination on campuses.

It sought stronger safeguards
against such discrimination in
higher education institutions.

The UGC notified the 2026
Regulations in January after con-
sultations, superseding the 2012
framework.

In January, the Supreme Court
stayed the 2026 Regulations,
observing that they appeared
prima facie vague and capable of
misuse.

Musk’s $445M Midterm
Gamble Backfires

AP

AUSTIN (US): Elon Musk spent at
least USD 445 million in a gambit
to help Republicans keep control
of Congress, an amount roughly
equivalent to someone on a USD
100,000 annual salary saving ev-
ery penny for 4,400 years. To the
world's first trillionaire, it's a pit-
tance, but the billions of dollars'
worth of business his companies do
with the federal government is not.

And on Tuesday night, a Re-
publican Party that had embraced
Musk lost again and again, ceding
control of Congress to a Demo-
cratic Party leery of the world's
richest person and keen to put his
companies and his work at the
Department of Government Effi-
ciency under a microscope.

Nobody may have suffered big-
ger losses Tuesday than President
Donald Trump. But few others had
more on the line than Musk, who
gambled big and came up holding
the midterm's worst return on in-
vestment. Democrats in Congress
were already queuing to get their
shot at Musk, with possible sub-
poenas and investigations.

As the bloodiest election for Re-
publicans in recent history wore

on, Musk joked on X, the social

media site he owns. “Guess my
election-interfering space lasers
didn't work this time,” he wrote
with a shrug emoji.

Musk now faces new threats to
his bottom line in places including
Texas, where he has based him-
self and several of his companies.
Musk spent at least $5 million to
try to reelect Republican Gov Greg
Abbott, who lost.

Democrats also secured con-
trol of the Texas House and the
US Senate, partly by beating Texas
Republican Attorney General Ken
Paxton, who effectively benefit-
ed from $158 million of Musk's
spending but lost his Senate race
against Democrat James Talarico.

Saudi Arabia Extends USD
3 Bn Aid to Pakistan

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, NOV 5 (PTI) Saudi
Arabia has extended the USD 3
billion financing facility for Paki-
stan for a "reasonable period”,
according to Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb.

Saudi Arabia helped Pakistan
with a USD 3 billion financing
facility in April this year as Is-
lamabad had to repay USD 3.5
billion to the United Arab Emir-
ates. Initially, it was provided for
three months.

“It has been extended, and for
a reasonable period," Aurangzeb
told journalists outside the Par-
liament on Wednesday.

"You don’t need to worry as to
for how long, given the kind of
strategic relationship we have,”
Dawn quoted him as saying in
response to a query that the fi-
nancing facility had already ma-
tured on October 31.

Saudi Arabia had also pro-
vided another USD 5 billion to
bridge the financing gap, and it
had already been extended until
2028, Aurangzeb said.

When asked if Pakistan had
also sought additional support,
the minister denied it, saying
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this was not needed as foreign
exchange reserves covered more
than three months of imports
and would be strengthened to
provide a four-month import
cover by the end of the year
through capital markets, accord-
ing to Dawn.

Responding to another ques-
tion about the prospects of the
USD 10 billion Exchange Stabili-
sation Support Facility (ESSF) re-
quested from the US in July this
year, he sought to lower expecta-
tions that he himself had raised
over the past several months.

“What we asked for back in
July and were looking at was the
market access. We have got the
market access,” he said, referring
to the USD 3 billion bond Paki-
stan issued in September against
orders worth USD 6 billion.

“If that (ESSF) materialises,
fantastic, it will be a liquidity
support facility.

More time = —

Bomb Threats
Disrupt Flights

Across Europe
AP

PARIS: Multiple flights in Eu-
rope made emergency land-
ings on Thursday after being
diverted because of bomb
threats, authorities said.

Finnair said that Flight
1761 from Helsinki to Rome
was targeted by a bomb
threat, but nothing out of the
ordinary was found on the
plane after it landed normal-
ly in the Italian capital, Finn-
ish broadcaster Yle reported.

Three  Ryanair flights
bound for Sofia, Bulgaria, had
to make emergency landings
because of bomb threats on
board. Two of the flights, one
from Copenhagen, Denmark,
and the other from Madrid,
landed safely at Sofia's Vasil
Levski Airport, airport offi-
cials told reporters.

The third flight, from
London's Stansted Airport
to Sofia, had been diverted
and landed safely at the air-
port in Plovdiv, Bulgaria's
second-largest city, Plovdiv
Airport CEO Krassimir Pe-
shev said.
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