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Stipend Standoff Ends

J&K Medical Interns
To Get Rs 25K

Observer News Service

Srinagar: After prolonged pro-
tests and an indefinite strike,
medical interns in Jammu and
Kashmir will now receive a
monthly stipend of Rs 25,000,
with the government formally
approving an increase from the
existing Rs 12,300.

Following the decision, the
All India Medical Students’
Association (AIMSA) announced
the withdrawal of the ongoing
strike by MBBS and BDS interns,
saying the issuance of the formal
government order had fulfilled
the principal demand behind
the agitation.

The Health and Medical
Education  Department  is-
sued Government Order No.
747-JK(HME) of 2026 on
Wednesday, sanctioning the
enhanced stipend for MBBS and
BDS interns, including Foreign
Medical Graduates (FMGs),
across the Union Territory.

According to the order, the

revised stipend will take effect ret-
rospectively from October 1, 2026.

“Sanction is hereby ac-
corded to the enhancement of
the monthly stipend payable
to MBBS/BDS interns, includ-
ing Foreign Medical Graduates
(FMGs), in the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir, from Rs
12,300 to Rs 25,000 per month,
with effect from 01.10.2026,” the
order stated.

The order was issued by
Commissioner/Secretary to the
Government, Health and Medical
Education Department, Saugat
Biswas, following a reference to
the Finance Department’s com-
munication dated October 20.

The increase of Rs 12,700 per
month more than doubles the
existing stipend and is expect-
ed to provide financial relief to
medical graduates undergoing
compulsory rotating internships
at government medical colleges
and other designated healthcare
institutions across J&K.

The decision | More on P6

CM Directs Adherence To
Power Curtailment Schedules

Calls For Coordinated Snow Clearance,
Adequate Stocking Of Essentials

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday re-
viewed winter preparedness
across Jammu and Kashmir,
directing departments to
strictly adhere to notified
power curtailment schedules,
ensure coordinated snow
clearance and maintain unin-

terrupted emergency health-
care in snowbound areas.
Chairing a high-level meet-
ing, Omar directed the Power
Development  Department
and distribution companies
to ensure that notified power

curtailment schedules are im-
plemented uniformly across
the areas concerned.

He said that while techni-
cal faults and other exigencies
could occasionally necessitate
power interruptions beyond
scheduled curtailments, con-
sumers must be informed
about such disruptions in ad-
vance wherever possible.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed that any deviation from
notified schedules due to
technical faults or other un-
avoidable reasons be commu-
nicated promptly to consum-
ers through | More on P6

Won’t Rest Until J&K Is Free Of
Terrorist, Separatist Elements: LG

Pays tribute to police martyrs on Police Commemoration ‘
Day, warns terrorism supporters of action under law

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday
paid tribute to police person-
nel who laid down their lives
in the line of duty on Police
Commemoration Day, vowing
to continue efforts to elimi-
nate terrorism and its support
networks from Jammu and
Kashmir.

In a strong message to
those supporting terrorism,
Sinha said the administration
would not rest until the Union
Territory was free of separatist
and terrorist elements.

“Our goal is to identify and
root out terrorism and every
element associated with it in
Jammu Kashmir. Today, we
must resolve that we will not
rest until this land is freed
from separatist and terrorist
elements,” he said.

Warning those supporting

terrorism, the Lieutenant
Governor said they would be
identified and brought to jus-
tice under the law.

“l warn those elements
within Jammu and Kashmir
who support terrorism that
your days are over. Even if you
attempt to hide in Pataal, we
will find you and ensure that
you are punished under the
law,” he said.

Remembering | More on P6

DGP Warns Terror Supporters

down those supporting terrorism and
ensure they face the full force of law,
Director General of Police (DGP) Nalin

J ammu and Kashmir Police will track

Prabhat said on Wednesday, asserting
that the “days of terror supporters are
numbered.” Addressing a gathering
on Police Commemoration Day 2026,

Says Valour of martyrs inspires
us to strengthen peace, security

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday said signifi-
cant success had been
achieved in curbing terror-
ism in Kashmir, asserting
that peace had been es-
tablished in the region and
that it was now positioned
to focus on development.
Addressing a gather-
ing at the National Police
Memorial on  Police
Commemoration Day,
Shah said peace had also
been established in the
Northeast and areas af-
fected by  Left-Wing
Extremism, creating an

Peace Established In Kashmir,
Terrorism Curbed: Shah

Prabhat vowed to completely uproot
terrorism and dismantle its support
network in Jammu and Kashmir. “Our
objective is clear: to identify | More on P6

environment conducive to
development.

“Peace has now been
established in all three
major hotspots, Kashmir,
the Northeast and the ar-
eas affected by Left-Wing
Extremism,” he said.

Shah said these regions
were now ready to com-
pete | More on P6

India Protests
An ‘Internal
Matter’: Rubio

Press Trust of India

Mumbai, Oct 21: US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio on Wednesday
refused to comment on the re-
cent protests against the Election
Commission, terming it an "in-
ternal political matter”.

Rubio was also dismissive
of the reference to UN experts’
criticism of the protests. "The UN
experts are the oxymoron," said
Rubio, who is currently in India
on an official visit.

"It's a domestic political mat-
ter. I'm not going to get involved
in their politics. This is a democ-
racy. They have elections here, so
I'm not going to opine on their do-
mestic political matters,” he said.

He said that even the US wit-
nesses protests every day and
are reflective | More on P6

Kashmir’s Private Schools Seek
An End To Duplicate Paperwork

School leaders flag paperwork burden, seck training reforms

Syed Sammar Mehdi

Srinagar: Private schools in
Kashmir say they are spend-
ing time resubmitting in-
formation already held by
the government while their
teachers lack equal access to

some professional training
programmes.
The concerns surfaced

Wednesday at a meeting
between school representa-
tives from Anantnag and the
Director of School Education
Kashmir, Naseer Ahmad Wani.

The delegation, led by the
Private Schools Association
Jammu & Kashmir’s Anantnag
president, Ishfag Ahmad,
sought two changes: simpler
administrative ~ procedures
and systematic training for
private school teachers.

The first concerns

The associa-

paperwork.
tion said schools repeatedly
submit data and documents
despite their institutional in-
formation already being avail-
able on the Unified District

Information  System  for
Education, or U-DISE, portal.

It urged the Directorate to

use those existing digital re-
cords instead of requesting
the same information again.
Where verification is neces-
sary, it proposed zonal-level
checks every six months to re-
duce duplication | More on P6

2 Dead,

15 Injured

In Udhampur
Mishap

Observer News Service

Jammu:Two  persons, in-
cluding a four-year-old girl,
were killed and 15 others
injured after a passenger bus
veered off a hilly road and
plunged into a deep gorge in
Udhampur district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Wednesday,
officials said.

The bus was travelling from
Pechound to Ramnagar when
the accident occurred at Gulli
Gala at around 8 am, leaving
the vehicle mangled, they said.

Local village volunteers
immediately launched a res-
cue operation and shifted
17 injured passengers to the
Public Health Centre (PHC) at
Basantgarh.

After receiving first aid, the
injured were taken to Ramnagar
hospital, where a woman iden-
tified as Sunita Devi, 24, and
four-year-old Takshika suc-
cumbed to their injuries.

Eleven of the injured were
referred to Udhampur district
hospital for specialised treat-
ment, with the condition of
most of them stated to be
critical, officials said.

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah ex-
pressed grief over the loss of
lives and assured all neces-
sary assistance to the affected
families and injured passen-
gers. | More on P6

JKBOSE Scraps 20% Marks
Condition For Re-Evaluation

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir Board of School
Education (JKBOSE) has with-
drawn the mandatory 20 per
cent minimum marks condi-
tion for re-evaluation of an-
swer scripts, allowing students
to seek a review of their an-
swer papers irrespective of the
marks obtained in the con-
cerned subjects.

The decision applies to stu-
dents of Classes 10, 11 and 12,
as well as those enrolled in
the Diploma in Elementary
Education (D.EL.LEd) programme
and Jammu and Kashmir State

Open School (JK SOS) for Classes
10 and 12.

According to a notification
issued by JKBOSE Director
Academics Dr Parveen Singh,
the earlier provision restrict-
ing re-evaluation to papers in
which candidates had secured
at least 20 per cent of the total
marks has been withdrawn.

“In partial modification, it
is notified for information of
all the stakeholders that the
condition ‘re-evaluation shall
be permissible only in such
papers in which the candidate
has secured 20% or more marks
assigned to the concerned sub-
ject’ is withdrawn,” | More on P6

Mobile Phones
Banned For
Supervisory
Staff

he Jammu and Kashmir Board of

School Education (JKBOSE) on

Wednesday barred supervisory
staff from keeping mobile phones with
them during examination hours in the
ongoing annual board | More on P6

J&K Child Protection Panels Await
Fresh Appointments

CWC, JJB tenures
expire; interim
arrangements raise
questions over
statutory powers

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The expiry of the
tenure of Child Welfare
Committees (CWCs) and
Juvenile Justice Boards (JJBs)
without the constitution of
new bodies has raised con-
cerns over the functioning of
statutory child-protection and
juvenile-justice mechanisms
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The six-month extension
granted to the chairpersons

and members of the existing
committees and boards expired
on October 13, 2026, while
their replacements were yet to
be appointed, according to an
official communication issued
by the Directorate of Mission
Vatsalya on the same date.

The communication, ad-
dressed to all District Child
Protection Officers (DCPOs),
directs them to take custody of

official files, records, registers
and other documents relat-
ing to the outgoing CWCs and
JJBs. It also outlines interim ar-
rangements for handling mat-
ters concerning children until
the new bodies are constituted.
The  development has
drawn criticism from Peoples
Conference chairman and
Handwara MLA Sajad Gani
Lone, who accused the govern-
ment of failing to ensure con-
tinuity in institutions respon-
sible for protecting vulnerable
children and dealing with ju-
veniles in conflict with the law.
The tenure of most CWCs and
JIBs had expired on April 15,
2026, following which the Social
Welfare Department granted
them a six-month extension.
JJBs face | More on P6

Serious Charges Can’t
Override PSA Safeguards: HC

Summons DM
Srinagar Along
With Record Today

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court
of J&K and Ladakh has un-
derscored that serious

allegations cannot %
override  constitu- -
tional and statutory
safeguards govern- <
ing preventive de-

tention,  observing
that the validity of a
detention order hinges

on the detaining authority’s
independent  application
of mind and demonstrable
compliance with legal re-
quirements, rather than
merely the gravity of the

allegations or the absence of
a criminal case.

A bench of Justice Wasim
Sadiq Nargal made the obser-
vations while questioning the
manner in which a PSA deten-
tion order was passed against
aman accused of having links
with terrorist elements.

The bench noted
that the grounds of
detention prima fa-
4 cie lacked specific
- material particu-
lars and appeared

" to raise serious

concerns regarding

independent  applica-
tion of mind.

Hearing a petition filed by
Zubair Amin Bangroo, the
court noted that the deten-
tion grounds alleged that the
detainee | More on P6

JKSET 2026 Exam
Rescheduled
To 1:30 PM

Observer News Service

Srinagar:  The University of
Kashmir has rescheduled the
commencement of the Jammu
and Kashmir State Eligibility Test
(JKSET)/Ladakh State Eligibility
Test (LASET) 2026 from 11:30 am
to 1:30 pm on October 25.

According to a notice issued
by the JKSET Agency, University
of Kashmir, the examination will
now begin at 1:30 pm across
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.
Candidates have been directed to
report to their respective exami-
nation centres by 12 noon.

The notice further states that
the interval between the two pa-
pers has been reduced from 20
minutes to 15 minutes, while all
other examination instructions
will remain | More on P6
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS, J&K

127-AD, Opposite Police Residential Qtrs. Gandhi Nagar Jammu Pin Code No. 180004 Sulieman Complex Dalgate Srinagar 190001
Email: directorjk.tad@jk.gov.in

Subject: Admission to Class 6th in Scheduled Tribe (Gujjar & Bakerwal) Hostels of Kash-mir Division
and in Winter Zone of Jammu Division for the Academic year 2026-27.

Admission Notice

In terms of the Admission Policy notified vide Government Order No: 24-JK(TAD) of 2026 dated 03.06.2026,
applications are invited from eligible students belonging to the Sched-uled Tribe (Gujjar & Bakerwal) communities for
admission to Class 6th in the ST (Gujjar & Bakerwal) Hostels of Kashmir Division and Winter Zone of Jammu Division,
against the avail-able vacancies for the academic year 2026-27. The admissions shall be regulated strictly in ac-
cordance with the aforesaid Admission Policy, subject to fulfillment of the prescribed eligibility conditions, qualifying
the entrance test, prescribed criteria and availability of seats in the con-cerned hostels.

1. Eligibility Conditions:

The applicant must fulfill the following eligibility conditions:

a) The applicant must belong to the Gujjar or Bakerwal community. A valid Scheduled Tribe certificate issued by the
competent authority, indicating the sub-tribe/caste, shall be annexed.

b) Domicile/Residence; The applicant must be a domicile/resident of the concerned district of Jammu and Kashmir
where the hostel is located and for which applicant is applying. Only the domicile of concern District shall be eligible to
apply. A valid Domicile Certifi-cate shall be furnished in support thereof.

¢) Admission Class; Applications shall be entertained only from students seeking admis-sion to Class 6th. No admission
shall be made to any other class under this admission no-tice.

d) Age Limit; The applicant must not have attained the age of more than 14 years as on Ist January of the calendar year
(i.e. 01.01.2027) in which admissions are to be made.

) Economic Category; Priority shall be given to eligible applicants belonging to the Anty-odaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
category, followed by eligible applicants belonging to the Be-low Poverty Line (BPL) category, in accordance with the
prescribed preference criteria stipulated in Admission Policy.

f) Admission to domicile of district; Students/applicants who are domicile of concern Dis-trict shall ordinarily
be admitted to a hostel located in the same district. In case there is no hostel in the any of districts, student(s)/
applicant(s) of such District may be con-sidered for admission to a hostel in adjoining nearest district subject to
availability of vacancies and fulfillment of the other prescribed eligibility conditions.

g) Qualification; Must have passed class 5th or studying/reading is class 5th from Govt/Govt recognized school/
institution as on last date of receipt of applications.

2. Hostel-wise Vacancy Position:

The hostel-wise vacancy position for admission to Class 6th for Kashmir Division/Winter Zone
of Jammu Division are as under:

1\?‘;. Name of Hostel Vacancies available for Class 6th
1 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Anantnag 10
2 ST/G&B Girls Hostel, Kulgam 4
3 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Shopian 18
4 ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Pulwama 7
5 | ST/G&B Girls Hostel, Srinagar 13
6 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Budgam 11
7 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Baramulla 6
8 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Kupwara 6
9 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Handwara-Kupwara 100
10 [ ST/G&B Girls Hostel, Zangli-Kupwara 100
11 | ST/G&B Girls Hostel, Baramulla 100
12 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Bandipora 12
13 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Doda 11
14 | ST/G&B Girls Hostel, Doda 7
15 | ST/G&B Boys Hostel, Chatroo-Kishtwar 5

Total Vacancies 410

3. Application Procedure and Documents required:

1. The applicant shall submit the application in the prescribed format as provided under Annexure "A" of the Admission
Policy duly completed and attested by the Head of the Institution/school in token of having passed or studying in the
school/institution.

2. The application shall be accompanied by self-attested photocopies of the following doc-uments:

i. Valid Domicile Certificate of the concern District.

ii. Valid AAY/BPL Ration Card as applicable.

iii. Scheduled Tribe certificate indicating the sub-tribe/caste, issued by the competent au-thority.

iv. Death certificate(s) of the parent(s), wherever the applicant claims is to be considered as orphan.

v. Recent passport-size photograph, duly attested as prescribed in the application form.

vi. Relevant school record establishing the applicant's date of birth, qualification, previ-ous schooling and other
particulars required in the prescribed application form.

3.Theapplicant shall correctly indicate the hostel for which admissionis sought, along with the particulars of residence,
particular of the school, distance from the hostel and other information required in the prescribed application form.

4. Incomplete applications, applications without the requisite documents or applications containing incorrect or
misleading particulars shall be dealt with in accordance with the applicable rules/law and the Admission Policy.

4. Submission of Applications:

The duly completed application form, along with all requisite documents, shall be submitted to:

Office of; i) Warden(s) of concerned Hostel(s) of District.

ii) Deputy Director, Tribal Affairs Department of the concerned Division.

Last date for submission of application shall be: 4.00PM 31.10.2026 till

Mode of submission of applications; To be delivered by hand or sent through email to Office of concern warden or
Deputy Director Tribal Affairs of concern Division. (i.e Email id for Kashmir division; dydirectortribal.kmr@jk.gov.in
Email Id of Jammu Division; dydirector.jmu@gmail.-com

Applications received by hand or through email after the prescribed last date shall not be enter-tained.

Note: Warden ST/G&B Boys Hostel kupwara shall receive the application forms in respect of ST G&B Girls Hostel
Zangli Kupwara and ST/G&B Boys Hotel Handwara Kupwara till wardens are deployed in these hostels by competent
authority.

5. Entrance Test and Selection Procedure:

1. Admission to Class 6th shall be made through a written screening test/examination con-ducted by the designated
Selection Committee in accordance with the Admission Policy.

2.The entrance test shall be conducted at the district level for the hostels situated within the concerned district.

3. The screening test/examination shall be conducted in accordance with the prescribed pro-tocols of confidentiality
and the procedure for conduct of the test.

4. The syllabus for the screening test/examination shall be as prescribed/notified by the Di-rectorate of Tribal Affairs,
J&K vide endorsement No. DTA-ESTB/253/2026-03/5262-91 Dated: 09.09.2026.

5. A candidate must secure at least 33% of the total marks in the entrance test to qualify for further consideration in
admission process. Candidates securing less than 33% marks shall not be considered for admission.

6. A merit list shall be prepared on the basis of performance in the entrance test. The selec-tion list shall thereafter be
drawn in accordance with the prescribed eligibility conditions, preference criteria and hostel-wise availability of seats.
7. Awaiting list comprising 25% of the advertised seats shall also be maintained. Where selected candidates fail to join
within 30 days from the date of publication of the admis-sion list, candidates from the waiting list shall be considered
in order of merit and in ac-cordance with the applicable preferences under the Admission Policy.

8. The designated Selection Committee shall complete the admission process within the prescribed period of 30 days,
keeping in view the academic and examination calendars applicable to the Winter Zone.

6. Preference Criteria:

Among applicants who fulfill the eligibility conditions and secure the minimum qualifying marks in the screening test/
examination, preference shall be given in the following order, in accordance with the Admission Policy:

A. Applicants belonging to AAY category;

i. Orphans who have lost both parents.

ii. Orphans having a single parent (mother).

iii. Orphans having a single parent (father).

iv. Other eligible applicants belonging to the AAY category.

B. Applicants belonging to BPL category;

Where eligible applicants from the AAY category are not available, preference shall be accorded to eligible BPL
applicants in the following order:

i. Orphans who have lost both parents.

ii. Orphans having a single parent (mother).

iii. Orphans having a single parent (father).

iv. Other eligible applicants belonging to the BPL category.

Inthe event of a tie between applicants, the greater/longer distance of the applicant's residence from the hostel shall
be the tie-breaking criterion, subject to the provisions of the Admission Pol-icy.

7.Nomadic Bakerwal/Doodhi Gujjar Communities:

25% of the advertised/notified vacant seatsin each of ST (Gujjar & Bakerwal) Hostels shall be earmarked for applicants
belonging to the Nomadic Bakerwal/Doodhi Gujjar communities. In case of non-availability of applicants/students
belonging to these communities(i.e Nomadic Bak-erwal and Doodhi Gujjars), the vacancies/seats so earmarked shall
be filled up by eligible Gujjar applicants. Applicants belonging to the Nomadic Bakerwal and Doodhi Gujjar communities
shall also be eligible to compete for the remaining 75% of seats on merit, over and above the ear-marked seats.

8. Verification of Documents before Grant of Admission:

1. Admission shall be granted by the concerned Warden on the basis of the selection list forwarded by the Directorate
of Tribal Affairs, J&K, after verification of the requisite documents and in accordance with the recommendations of the
designated Admission Committee.

2.Selected candidates shall produce the original documents for verification at the time of admission, as perinstructions
of concerned Warden.

3. Any discrepancy in the particulars furnished by an applicant or any false claim regarding eligibility, category or other
relevant information shall render the applicant liable to rejec-tion/cancellation of admission in accordance with the
applicable rules.

4. No admission fee shall be charged. A refundable security deposit of 500/- shall, how-ever, be payable by each
selected candidates at the time of admission, in accordance with the Admission Policy.

5. Admission shall be subject to the availability of seats in the respective hostels and com-pliance with the rules and
regulations governing hostel residence.

6. Vacancies indicated are tentative and may increase or decrease as per actual status in hos-tel(s) at the time of final
selection.

9. General Instructions:

1. Submission of mere application shall not confer any right for admission in any hostel.

2.Admissionshall bestrictly regulatedinaccordance with the prescribed selection proce-dure notified Vide Government
Order No. 24-JK(TAD) of 2026 dated 03.06.2026,.

3. Applicants and their parents/guardians shall ensure that all information furnished in the application form is correct
and supported by valid documents.

4. The schedule, venue and other instructions relating to the screening test/examination shall be communicated
separately.

5. The decision of the competent authority regarding the conduct of the admission process shall be governed by the
provisions of the notified Admission Policy and shall be final.

Sd/-
(Mohd Mamtaz Ali) JKAS
Director
Tribal Affairs, J&K
No:DTA/ESTB/9/2026/6596-6642
DIPK-6936/26
Dated: 21.10.2026

NOTICE

|, Mubahsir Hussain, father of
Hasnain Abass, hereby declare that
Iwish to change the name of my son
from Hasnain Abass to Shaheen
Hasnain Abass.

Henceforth, my son shall be
known as Shaheen Hasnain Abass,
son of Mubahsir Hussain, for all
official, educational, and other pur-
poses.

| request all concerned authori-
ties to kindly take note of this
change of name and update their
records accordingly.

NOTICE

I, Nazima Zulfikar, daughter of
Syed Mohammad Shah and wife of
Zulfikar Ali Joo, resident of Nabdipora,
Zadibal, Srinagar, hereby notify the
general public that my date of birth
has been incorrectly recorded as
01/01/1974 in my Aadhaar Card bear-
ing No. 771629173639, whereas my
correct date of birth is 08/10/1967.

Any person having any objec-
tiontothe proposed correction may
approach the concerned authorities
within seven (7) days from the date
of publication of this notice. No
objections shall be entertained after

the explrg.r ofthe saldﬁenod.

zima Zulfikar
Mubahsir Hussain \M‘Ife of Zulfikar Ali Joo
Shaheen Hasnain Abass R/o Nabdipora, Zadibal, Sril

PUBLICNOTICE

This is information for the general public that in Adhar card
bearing No 7564 8495 0899 the name is entered as PARJEET
KOUR while my actual name is PARAMJEET KOUR. Now i want
its correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection
may contact Concern department with in a period of seven
days. No objection shall be entertained after that.

PARAMJEET KOUR W/0 OMKAR SINGH

R/0 GOLAR GORIPORA BEERWAH BUDGAM mcb

PUBLICNOTICE

This is inform to the general public that my name has been
wrongly mentioned in my aadhar as SHNAWAZ AHMAD KHAN
While as my actual name is SHAHNAWAZ AHMAD PATHAN C/0
RAFAKET AHMAD KHAN R/0 TRINGNIAN MINDIYAN KERAN
KUPWARA District KUPWARA 193224 Now | want to apply for
the correction of the same if anybody is having any objection
he/she may contact concerned authority within the period of
seven days after that no objection will be entertained.
SHAHNAWAZ AHMAD PATHAN

C/0:- RAFAKET AHMAD KHAN fko
R/0:- TRINGNIAN MINDIYAN KERAN, KUPWARA

PUBLICNOTICE

| have lost the front number plate of my vehicle bearing regd
no: JKO5 D 7397 from Check-i-Kawoosa To Narbal Crossing.
Now | have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody
has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in tghe
concerned ARTO within seven days. After that no objection
shall be entertained.

Mohammad Ibrahim Alaie

S/0 Ghulam Hussain

R/o0 Mirgund

2nd owner Mehraj -Ud-Din Bhat

R/0 Gund-i-Khalil Narbal fko
Cell No: 9797127268

PUBLIC NOTICE

| want to change my name in JK Bank Passbook from Agib
Ahmad Waza S/o0 Mushtaq Ahmad Waza to Aaqib Mushtaq
Waza S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Waza. Now | have applied for the
correction of the same if anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file them in the JK Bank Branch magam
within 3 days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Aaqib Mushtag Waza

S/0 Mushtag Ahmad Waza.

R/o0Palhallan Pattan fko-r

PUBLIC NOTICE

Office Of The Naib Tehsildar Kreeri

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Hilal Ahmad Najar, S/o Abdul Wahab Najar, R/o0 Rawatpora,

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is inform to the general public that my name has been
wrongly mentioned in my aadhar as NASEEMA BEGUM While
as my actual name is NESIBA BEGUM C/0 SHERAZ KHAN R/0
BUNGUM HAYIHAMA KUPWARA District KUPWARA 193222
Now | want to apply for the correction of the same if anybody is
having any objection he/she may contact concerned authority
within the period of seven days after that no objection will be
entertained.

NESIBA BEGUM

C/0:- SHERAZ KHAN fko
R/0:- BUNGUM HAYIHAMA, KUPWARA

I, Tazakiya Hilal, D/o Hilal Ahmad Najar, R/o Rawathpora, Tehsil
Tangmarg, District Baramulla, UT of Jammu & Kashmir, hereby
notify the general public that my name has been wrongly
recorded in my Aadhaar Card as “Tazka Jaaan” instead of my
correct name “Tazakiya Hilal,” as per my school records. Both
names refer to one and the same person. | intend to correct my
name in the Aadhaar records accordingly.
Objections, if any, may be submitted to the concerned Aadhaar
Centre within seven (07) days from the date of publication of
this notice, failing which no objection shall be entertained.
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BEFORE THE HON’BLE COURT OF
SUB JUDGE PATTAN

IN THE CASE OF:
Nazir Ahmad Malik S/0 Ghulam Mohammad Malik R/o
Palhallan Tehsil Pattan and District Baramulla

CAVEATOR

VERSUS
Public at Large
NON-CAVEATORS

May it please your Honour;
The Caveator most humbly submits as under;
1. That the Caveator is the bona-fide residents of UT of Jammu
and Kashmir therefore has every right to invoke the jurisdiction
of this Hon'ble court.
2. That the Caveator reasonably apprehend that the Non-
Caveators may file. suit, Appeal agsint the order passed by
Directorate of Urban Local Bodies Kashmir dated 13-10-2026,
demarcation report dated 01-10-2026 Passed by Tehsildar
Pattan or other legal proceedings before this Hon'ble Court
against the Caveator and try to get some interim ex-parte order
in their favor by misleading this Hon'ble Court regarding the
factual matrix of the case.
3. That in the eventuality of any kind of legal proceedings to be
filed by the non caveator thereby filing the suit or may file other
legal proceedings,caveator shall be given the prior reasonable
opportunity of being heard before passing any other expartie
order against them.
In the premises, it are as such prayed that Hon'ble Court shall
be pleased to afford prior opportunity of being heard to the
caveators in the eventuality of any kind of legal proceedings
filed by the Non-Caveators no exparte order or interim order
may be passed against the caveators without providing him
prior reasonable opportunity of being heard.

ans Caveator through Counsel

Subject Application of Abdul Majeed Teli S/0 Gh Rasool TeliR/o
Kreeri for issuance of OBC (Other Backward Classes) in favor of
Sabreena Majeed & Mahmooda Bano

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the Sublect cited above the applicant has submit-
ted the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of
OBC In this connection a report of patwai halga concerned has
been sought which reveals that the applicant In currently resid-
ing In village Kreeri and belongs to the Teli Community having
annual Income of Rs 218000 (One Lack Twenty Thousand Ru-
pees) The details of the family of the applicant are as follows:

Tehsil Tangmarg, District Baramulla, UT of Jammu & Kashmir,
hereby notify the general public that my ward’s name has
been wrongly recorded in his Aadhaar Card as “Al Faisal Najar”
instead of his correct name “Faisal Hilal Najar,” as per his school
records. Both names refer to one and the same person. | intend
to correct his name in the Aadhaar records accordingly.
Objections, if any, may be submitted to the concerned Aadhaar
Centre within seven (07) days from the date of publication of
this notice, failing which no objection shall be entertained.

zk

S Name of the familyRelation-Age Occupa-Annual
No Member ship with tion Income
the Fam-

lily Head
01 Ab Majeed Teli Father 55 |Labour 218000
2 |Muneera Begum Mother 50 H/W
03 |Ab Ahad Teli Brother 25 |Labour
4 MahmoodaBano  |Applicant23  Student
5 |Sabreena Majeed  |Applicant18  |--
6_Hilal Ahmad Teli Brother 13
7 _[Tahira Majeed Sister 13 |-

Therefore, through this Public Notice Objections are being
sought from general public, if any person has any objection, he/
she can submit their objections In the office of the undersigned
within 07 deys(Sevcn days J positively from the date the notice
has been published No objection shall be entertained alter the
stipulated time period.

fko Naib Tehsildar

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written in my adhaar card bearing
no 2877 9879 9994 as Najmun Sahur while my correct name as
per domocile certificate is NAJMU SAHAR. Now | have applied
for the correction of the same if anybody has any objection in
this regared he/she may file them in the concerned office within
seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Najmu Sahar

D/0 Farooq Ahmad Ganie bmg
R/o Palpora Budgam

BEFORE THE HON’BLE COURT
OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT JUDGE
BARAMULLA

IN THE CASE OF:
Nazir Ahmad Malik S/o0 Ghulam Mohammad Malik R/o
Palhallan Tehsil Pattan and District Baramulla
CAVEATOR
VERSUS
Public at Large

NON-CAVEATORS
May it please your Honour;
The Caveator most humbly submits as under;
1. That the Caveator is the bona-fide residents of UT of Jammu
and Kashmir therefore has every right to invoke the jurisdiction
of this Hon'ble court.
2. That the Caveator reasonably apprehend that the Non-
Caveators may file. suit, Appeal agsint the order passed by
Directorate of Urban Local Bodies Kashmir dated 13-10-2026,
demarcation report dated 01-10-2026 Passed by Tehsildar
Pattan or other legal proceedings before this Hon'ble Court
against the Caveator and try to get some interim ex-parte order
in their favor by misleading this Hon'ble Court regarding the
factual matrix of the case.
3. That in the eventuality of any kind of legal proceedings to be
filed by the non caveator thereby filing the suit or may file other
legal proceedings,caveator shall be given the prior reasonable
opportunity of being heard before passing any other expartie
order against them.

In the premises, it are as such prayed that Hon'ble Court shall
be pleased to afford prior opportunity of being heard to the
caveators in the eventuality of any kind of legal proceedings
filed by the Non-Caveators no exparte order or interim order
may be passed against the caveators without providing him
prior reasonable opportunity of being heard.

ans Caveator through Counsel

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is inform to the general public that my name has been
wrongly mentioned in my aadhar as TOFEEQ AHMAD KHAN
While as my actual name is TUFEEQ AHMAD PATHAN C/0
RAFAKET AHMAD KHAN R/0 TRINGNIAN MINDIYAN KERAN
KUPWARA District KUPWARA 193224 Now | want to apply for
the correction of the same if anybody is having any objection
he/she may contact concerned authority within the period of
seven days after that no objection will be entertained.
TUFEEQ AHMAD PATHAN
C/0:- RAFAKET AHMAD KHAN
R/0:- TRINGNIAN MINDIYAN KERAN, KUPWARA
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CM Omar Encourages
Students to Balance Sports
And Academics

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah inaugurat-
ed the Annual Sports Day
of Doon School Srinagar,
celebrating the sporting
spirit, talent and achieve-
ments of students.

The Chief Minister for-
mally declared the event
open by releasing balloons,
marking the commence-
ment of the day’s activities.

The event featured an
impressive march past by
schoolchildren, martial arts
demonstrations, cultural per-
formances and races for both
boys and girls, showcasing
the students’ athletic abilities,
discipline and enthusiasm.

The Chief Minister also

presented awards to meri-
torious students and school
houses for their achieve-
ments and participation.
He appreciated the students
for their performances and
encouraged them to pursue
sports alongside academics,
emphasising the importance
of discipline, teamwork and
a healthy competitive spirit.
Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani,
MLA Sonawari Hilal Ak-
bar Lone, MLA Khan Sahib
Saifuddin Bhat, Director
School Education Kashmir
Naseer Ahmed Wani, Chair-
man Doon School Srinagar
Showket Hussain Khan, the
school Principal and other
concerned persons were
present on the occasion.
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Div Com Reviews Realignment of Srinagar Ring
Road Phase-Ill, Parimpora-Dalgate Flyover

Directs NHAI to assess affected structures, utilities and costs; calls
for alternatives to protect Dal Lake and ensure hospital connectivity

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir Anshul Garg on Wednesday
reviewed proposed changes to the
alignments of Srinagar Ring Road
Phase-III (Lasjan-Pandach) and the
Parimpora-Dalgate Flyover, direct-
ing concerned departments to exam-
ine alternatives while ensuring pub-
lic convenience and protecting vital
infrastructure.

The meeting was attended by the
Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC); Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar; Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (SSP), Traffic; Vice
Chairman, Lakes Conservation and
Management Authority (LCMA); Proj-
ect Director, National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI); and officers
from the Roads and Buildings (R&B)
Department, Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol Department, Srinagar Develop-
ment Authority (SDA) and other con-
cerned departments.

During the review of Srinagar
Ring Road Phase-III, covering the Las-
jan-Pandach stretch, Garg directed
NHALI officials to compile comprehen-
sive details of all structures and de-
partmental utilities falling within the
proposed alignments.

The assessment will also cover re-
ligious structures to identify potential

impediments and challenges, besides
determining the likely expenditure in-
volved in the project.

The Divisional Commissioner fur-
ther directed the concerned authori-
ties to explore modifications to the
proposed alignment to ensure that the
road does not encroach upon Dal Lake,
one of Srinagar’s major water bodies.

Reviewing the proposed alignment
of the Parimpora-Dalgate Flyover,
Garg asked the R&B Department to
examine alternative routes from Qa-
marwari to Nalamar and onward to
Karanagar.

He stressed the importance of en-

suring connectivity to key public fa-
cilities, including Shri Maharaja Hari
Singh (SMHS) Hospital, while mini-
mising traffic disruptions during the
execution of the project.

The concerned departments were
directed to coordinate with one another
and examine the proposed alignments
in detail, keeping public convenience,
traffic management and the protection
of essential infrastructure in view.

The review is aimed at assess-
ing the feasibility of alternative
alignments and addressing poten-
tial challenges before the projects
move forward.

Bengalis In Kashmir
Celebrate Durgotsav
With Procession

Press Trust of India

Srinagar: A grand pro-
cession was taken out on
Wednesday through the
historic Lal Chowk here by
the Bengali community liv-
ing in Kashmir to celebrate
Durgotsav.

The community con-
cluded the five-day Durgot-
sav with the immersion of
idols of Goddess Durga on
the auspicious occasions of
Shardiya Navratri and Vi-
jayadashami.

The procession passed
through Lal Chowk, near

the historic Clock Tower,
with men and women danc-
ing to the traditional beats
of drums.

The procession reached
the Amira Kadal Ghat, and
amidst the chanting of Ve-
dic mantras, aarti and tra-
ditional farewell songs, the
idol of Goddess Durga was
immersed in River Jhelum.

The procession halted
for a few minutes out of re-
spect for Azaan, the Muslim
call for prayer, showcasing
Kashmir's centuries-old
shared culture, religious tol-
erance and Kashmiriyat.

Commissioner SMC Inspects Achan Landfill Site

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation, Dr. Basharat
Qayoom inspected the Achan landfill
site and took stock of ongoing solid
waste management operations, in-
cluding the bio-remediation of legacy
waste, functioning of the Leachate
Treatment Plant, operations at the
Construction and Demolition (C&D)
Waste Processing Plant, and mea-
sures for fumigation and odour con-
trol management.

During the visit, the Commission-
er reviewed the existing arrangements
for waste handling, transportation,
segregation and processing. He empha-
sised the need for better coordination
among the concerned wings, efficient
utilisation of available machinery and
timely resolution of operational issues
to ensure the smooth functioning of

the facility and reduce the accumula-
tion of unprocessed waste.

Dr. Basharat also inspected the bio-
remediation project for legacy waste
and reviewed the measures being un-
dertaken for its scientific processing.
He stressed the importance of ensur-
ing the proper functioning and timely
maintenance of machinery, streamlin-
ing waste transportation and strength-
ening processing arrangements to re-
duce the burden on the landfill.

Reviewing the functioning of the
Leachate Treatment Plant and the
C&D Waste Processing Plant, the Com-
missioner emphasised the need for
their effective operation and proper
management. He also reviewed the
handling of refuse-derived fuel (RDF)
and stressed the importance of sys-
tematic storage and disposal arrange-
ments, wherever required, to main-
tain orderly operations at the site.

Taking note of the need to main-
tain hygienic conditions, the Commis-
sioner directed the concerned officers
to undertake fumigation and other ap-
propriate measures to control odour
emanating from the facility. He also
stressed regular monitoring and the
maintenance of cleanliness within and
around the landfill site, in accordance
with applicable solid waste manage-
ment and environmental norms.

The inspection underscored the
importance of coordinated efforts
by the Corporation’s sanitation, me-
chanical, transport, electrical and
works wings in improving waste
management operations. Effective
legacy waste remediation, scientific
processing and proper management of
associated facilities remain essential
to reducing pressure on the landfill,
minimizing environmental risks and
protecting public health.
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

JA

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

¥

PRAYERS

FAJR 5:19

HIJRI ZUHR 12116
CALENDAR | AsR 4:13
10 Jumada al-Awwal | Magrib  5:55
ISHA 7:14

1448

This Day In History

362- The temple of Apollo at Daphne, outside of An-
tioch, is destroyed in a mysterious fire

794- Emperor Kanmu relocates Japanese capital to He-
iankyo (now Kyoto).

1335- Ex-emperor Hanazono (95th Emperor of Japan)
becomes a Zen priest

1383- The 1383-85 Crisis in Portugal: A period of civil war
and disorder begins after King Fernando dies without a
male heir to the Portuguese throne

1575- Foundation of Aguascalientes (one of 32 Federal
Entities of Mexico)

1633- Battle of Liaoluo Bay: Dutch East India Company
defeated by Chinese Ming naval forces in southern Fujian
sea

1707- Scilly Naval Disaster: shipwreck of four Royal navy
warships and loss of 1400 men during a storm off the
Scilly Isles - will prompt 1714 British Act of Parliament
competition to find longitude at sea

1708- Great Alliance occupies Rijsel

1721 - Tsar Peter the Great becomes "All-Russian Impera-
tor"

1746 -Princeton University (NJ) received its charter

1797 -Andre-Jacques Garnerin makes 1st parachute de-
scent from a balloon in Paris

1799 - Russia leaves second anti-French Coalition

1812 - Duke of Wellington seizes Burgos, Spain

1861 - Ist telegraph line linking West & East coasts com-
pleted

1862 --Battle at Old Fort Wayne, Indian Territory

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr.DEN-I/JJAT acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites open
tenders (E-Tenders) against below titled tenders and available on
www.ireps.gov.in. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids up to
closing date and time only. Manual offers are not allowed against this tender, and

1879 -Thomas Edison perfects carbonized cotton fila-
ment light bulb

1897 - World's first car dealer opens in London

1913 -Explosion at Dawson NM coal mine kills 263 mine
workers

1928 - China expels all Russianinstructors & civil servants
1946 - 2 British ships sink near Albania

1948 - Egyptian flagship King Farouk sunk by Israel
1953 - Laos gains full independence from France

1954 - West Germany joins North Atlantic Treaty Organization
1956 - Great Britain performs nuclear test at Maralinga
Australia

1961 - 75,000 Flemings demand equal rights & Flemish

SPECIAL DRIVE TO CLEAR PENDING CASES OF
APPOINTMENT ON COMPASSIONATE GROUNDS
any such manual offer received shall be ignored. Contractors are allowed to make

10™ NOVEMBER 2026
payments against this tender towards tender document cost and earnest money .
s P Ec IAL ADALAT only through only payment modes available on www.ireps.gov.in portal like net .
banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual payments through Demand draft
Banker Cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed. For more information :
Special Adalat will be held on 10.11.2026 at 11.00 hrs. in DRM Office

logon to www.ireps.gov.in
premises of Delhi, Lucknow, Moradabad, Firozpur, Ambala, Jammu &
Northern Railway HQ office, Baroda House, New Delhi.

Tender Type Tendering Section

Open Works

Bidding System .

Single Packet System

Date of Uploading Tenders | Bid Starting Date | Bid Closing Date/Time [ [
anguage in Belgium
DISPOSAL OF PENDING CG CASES ON THE SPOT L peme | pEeae | yanme 1962 Cuban missilecriss:US resident John . Kennedly
You can submit your grievances regarding appointment on compassionate ST Tonder S addresses TV about Russian missile bases in Cuba and
ground in two copies along with relevant papers to Senior Divisional No  No. — ‘ imposes a naval blockade on Cuba, beginning the mis-
Personnel Of'fié:er <f>f respecti\;eb I?fivisiong flnd in casg1°:glgosz-60ivision O [[[ 1 | SoavDRw: | slong win resrtacing of iaform st SIVA raiway staion slecriss
Dy. Chief Personne icer HQ-I latest b 10. JAT | underADEN/BDGM.
. y . . . . y Advertised Value Earnest Validity of Period of NORTHERN RAILWAY
Note:- (i) Application regarding Compassionate Ground cases related to Rs) Money (Rs) Offer | Completion E-AUCTION NOTICE
PR . RO N 9,34,24,426.85 18,68,500.00 60 D 12 Month The Senior Divisional C ial M /FS, Northern Railway, Fi forand
Workshops & Extra Divisional offices be sent to adjoining Division. S e e e e =" | o' benalf of President of Inca, nutes E-Aucion from eligihls and regisered
(“) Old deCIded cases WI” nOt be entertalned' 76-2026-27- | Construction of additional 10 nos TY Il and 9 nos TY Il new biaders forthe following works over Firozpur Division:
/ 2 | MCTM-DRM- | staff quarters at MCTM station on JAT-SVDK section under ﬁ(a)talogue A;‘t’;i:t’" Name of work
Dy. Chief Personnel Officer (HQ-I) N JAT__| ADEN-MCT _ . e -
Northern Railway Headquarter Sr. Divisional Personnel Officer Advertised Value | | Eamest | Validityof | Periodof ||| i Ra6ss | at . |nTranNo/SUR compariment 046361 &
Baroda House, KG Marg, New Divisional Railway Manager 7,38,12,661.35 14,76,300.00 60 Days | 12 Months 1100 Hirs. _|04640/F1,

For other details and registration, please visit Railway website www.ireps.gov.in

Delhi-110001

Sr. Divisional Personnel Officer
Divisional Railway Manager
Office, Northern Railway,

State Entry Road, New
Delhi-110001

Similar nature of work: “Construction of building/quarters”.

Office, Northern Railway,
Near Railway Stadium,
Moradabad-244001

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
Note 1. Before bidding, bidders to check for any corrigendum issued against

the tender.
No.: 770-W/01/WA/JAT/2026-27 Date: 21.10.2026 3655/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Subject: - Grant of Registration of the proposed travel unit under the
name & Style M/S VALLEY MILES TOUR AND TRAVEL Situated at Re-

SAD DEMISE

Sr. Divisional Personnel Officer
Divisional Railway Manager

ram kunzer.
Teer : Office, Northern Railwa PUBLIC NOTICE
sr' DIVISIonaI Personnel Offlcer . : y’ Whereas, | M. MOHAMMAD IRFAN MIRS/0 Mr. ASSADULLAH MIRR/0 GULAB BAGH
Divisional Railway Manager Station Road, Firozpur Cantt. RERAM

KUNZER ,Kashmir intends to apply in the Department of Tourism for Registration
of my proposed Travel Unit Under the name and style M/S VALLEY MILES TOUR
AND TRAVEL, Kashmir under Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12.

Whereas, | Will submit state Subject/ Domicile Certificate, Qualification Certificate
,pan card, Experience Certificate (Minimum 05 Years),Character Certificate (police
Department),Bank Statement (Minimum Balance 10000),Site Plan, Affidavit,
Rent Deed duly attested by Sub-Registrar

,Printing Material (Letter Head/Visiting Card),Photograph of the unit (Indoor and
Outdoor)and Two Passport size photograph to the department of Tourism as per
prescribed checklist prior to Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency/ Ad-
venture Tour operator

Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist trade Act 1978/82/2011/12, before my
case is processed for registration by the competent Authority, the matter is
hereby notified for information of general public/ financial institutions/ Bank/
organisation,etc for objection, if any and the same should reach to the Deputy Di-
rector Tourism Registration( email id:- ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7
days from the publication of this notice in leading local newspaper/newspapers of

3657/2026 the valley. No objections beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained. o

Office, Northern Railway, Firozpur-152001

Hazrat Ganj, Lucknow-226001

Sr. Divisional Personnel Officer
Divisional Railway Manager
Office, Northern Railway,

Rail Vihar, Ambala Cantt,
\Ambala-133001

Sr. Divisional Personnel Officer
Divisional Railway Manager Office,
Northern Railway,

Trikuta Nagar, Jammu-180004

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Always at your service

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the sad demise of Gh-
ulam Mohammad Bhat, S/o Late Mohd Sidig Bhat, R/o0 Reshi Mo-
halla, Habba Kadal, Srinagar, who passed away on 21 October 2026.
May Almighty Allah grant the departed soul Jannat-ul-Firdous and
the highest place in Jannah. Aameen.

Fateh Khawani will be held on Friday, 23 October 2026, at his grave-
yard, Aastaan Zaindar Mohalla, Srinagar.

Note: Ladies are requested not to bring any items.
Contact: 9541654093 8715066669

SERVING CUSTONMERS WITH A SMILE
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Dal Lake Beyond
Court Orders

he Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh High Court’s October 15 order
prohibiting fuel-powered motorboats on Dal Lake is a welcome step.
Its success, however, will depend on whether the government tack-
les the wider failures behind the lake’s deterioration.

Restrictions on motorboats can reduce one source of pollution, but sew-
age discharge, encroachment and unplanned construction demand sustained
public action.

Scientific research documents the scale of the damage. A study published
in Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management found that Dal Lake’s area de-
clined from 31 square kilometres in 1859 to 24 square kilometres in 2013. Ortho-
phosphate concentrations rose from 16.75 micrograms per litre in 1977 to 45.78
micrograms per litre in 2014. Nitrate-nitrogen concentrations also climbed,
from 365 to 557 micrograms per litre during the same period.

These figures point to growing nutrient pollution and worsening
water quality.

Research published in Applied Water Science, examining satellite imag-
ery and water-quality data between 1980 and 2018, linked the lake’s deterio-
ration to changes in land use, including expanding built-up areas, declining
forest cover and increased sediment and nutrient flows.

The findings point to a wider failure of land management.

Pollution entering the lake points out decisions made throughout its sur-
rounding catchment, making conservation impossible without control over
construction, waste disposal and encroachment.

Sewage remains a particularly serious concern.

A report by the Jammu and Kashmir Pollution Control Committee to the
National Green Tribunal identified untreated sewage from settlements and
houseboats as a major threat. It called for better use of existing treatment ca-
pacity, connections for houseboats and upgrades to treatment plants.

These recommendations expose the limits of infrastructure spending
when untreated waste continues to enter the lake.

The record of public investment raises further questions.

In 2005, the Centre sanctioned a Dal-Nagin conservation plan estimated
at 298.76 crore, including six sewage treatment plants with a combined capac-
ity of 36.7 million litres a day. Only three plants had been commissioned by
December 2009.

Persistent concerns about sewage and waste management demand a
public accounting of what happened to the investment, how much treat-
ment capacity operates today and why pollution controls remain inad-
equate.

The government should publish a time-bound restoration plan with
named departmental responsibilities, independently verified water-quality
targets and regular public progress reports.

Satellite monitoring should identify new encroachments, while penalties
should apply consistently to violators. Authorities should also consult boat
operators and help them shift to electric engines through transparent licens-
ing and practical transition arrangements.

Dal Lake supports livelihoods, tourism and Kashmir’s natural heritage.
Its protection calls for more than judicial intervention.

The government must prove that public money, environmental rules and
conservation plans can produce measurable improvements in water quality
and protect the lake’s boundaries.

Without that accountability, court orders will keep addressing individual
symptoms while the damage continues.
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Irshad Mushtaq

y Kashmiri families keep three
generations under one roof.
A grandfather receives
cancer diagnosis. His son
steps away from work to take him for
treatment while grandchildren watch
the changes at home.

A young parent receives the same
diagnosis. Elderly parents wonder who
will care for the children.

One case touches the whole family
on emotional levels, financial levels, and
practical levels right away.

Working-class families deepen the nar-
rative with their own struggles and hopes.

Drivers, shopkeepers, and labourers
lose a full day’s pay for every hospital
visit. Travel from Kupwara, Baramulla,
Anantnag, or Poonch to Srinagar or
Jammu starts early, fills the entire day,
and ends late with everyone tired.

Cancer treatment brings hospital
bills plus all the income lost when some-
one must attend the patient.

Consider a taxi driver whose wife
battles breast cancer. He often spends
ten to fifteen days each month on hos-
pital trips and tests. Relatives help a
little. His earnings drop sharply while
expenses climb.

Cancer arrives as a shock that si-
lently rearranges a child’s education.
Parents shift them to cheaper schools,
or stop tuition altogether. Older chil-
dren, especially girls, begin caring for
younger siblings or the patient, trad-
ing classrooms for kitchens and hospi-
tal corridors.

Homework  fades, attendance
breaks, and exam forms remain unfilled
as money is diverted to medicine.

The strain is immediate, measured
in unpaid fees and missed lessons, but
its shadow stretches forward.

A child pulled away from school
today often grows into an adult with
narrower choices and lower earn-
ings tomorrow.

Pressure changes how families talk
to each other. Patients hide their pain to
spare others worry, others hide money
problems to spare the patient guilt. Ar-
guments start over small matters such
as who went to the hospital or who paid
what. Big talks about recovery chances
and decisions happen less often.

Open talk lets families plan treat-
ment limits, borrowing limits, and ways
to protect children and elders.

In one home, a son and father bor-
row money separately for the same

A Community
Fund for Cancer

Regular local contributions could help Kashmiri families manage
treatment costs, support caregivers and avoid selling ancestral property.

With tumour cases climbing, caregivers in the valley are often ignored by the
system, but their strength is what holds the patient’s wellbeing together.

treatment without telling each other.
After the patient passes, they discover
the double loans and feel the heavy load.

Many people notice small symptoms
and choose to wait.

They wonder where the money will
come from if tests show cancer. They de-
cide to wait until after the apple harvest,
winter, exams, or marriage.

Early check-ups catch the disease
when treatment stays cheaper and easi-
er. The concern about money leads peo-
ple to delay. The disease advances and
treatment costs more.

Early action keeps treatment op-
tions open and expenses lower.

Kashmiri families often sell land, or-
chards, and ancestral property to cover
treatment costs. These pieces give year-
ly income, inheritance for children, and
trust from elders.

Selling a small orchard pays for a
few chemo cycles. Families use their fu-
ture security to meet today’s needs.

Even when treatment succeeds, the
land disappears and the next generation
starts with less.

Amid all this, crestfallen caregivers become
the hidden patients in Kashmiri homes.

The mother who cares for her sick
husband lifts, washes, changes dress-
ings, and holds the emotional load.
She skips her own checks for sugar or
blood pressure.

The daughter who cares for a parent
stops meeting friends and loses sleep.
People rarely view her as a patient.

With tumour cases climbing, care-
givers in the valley are often ignored by
the system, but their strength is what

holds the patient’s wellbeing together.

The pressures of looking at others’
lives intensify today’s emotional load.

People see perfect lives on social
media and feel extra strain about their
own struggles. Some families keep the
illness hidden to avoid judgment as
weak or unlucky. They skip big gifts at
weddings or events because of costs and
feel the eyes on them.

Social comparison can worsen the
pain, but early support offers families a
crucial lifeline.

Some families turn to quick-money
options when pressure builds. A young
person starts risky online ventures or
other schemes to earn fast for treatment.
Money meant for medicines goes into
apps and vanishes. The failure brings
more shame and arguments.

The patient feels responsible for
the new problem. Pressure pushes
some toward shortcuts that take away
the money and calm mind needed for
careful treatment. Careful planning
keeps the focus on real needs and im-
proves chances.

When a patient passes after a long
fight, the family faces a triple impact.

An empty chair and missing voice
stay in the home. Loans remain to be
paid, land is gone, and savings are blank.

Some visitors stop coming after the
funeral days. The family works through
years of rebuilding emotionally, finan-
cially, and socially.

This is where community support
can come to their rescue.

Real help arrives through real pres-
ence for Kashmiri families. Cancer

touches every part of life: health, money,
relationships, children’s futures, and
connection to land.

Early awareness and check-ups
catch the disease when treatment is
cheaper and easier. Honest family plan-
ning sets limits on spending, borrowing,
and protecting loved ones.

Strong social support from friends,
relatives, and neighbours arrives con-
sistently. They contribute money, time,
presence, and respect, directing every
rupee to real needs: treatment, nutri-
tion, transport, and mental health, while
avoiding quick-money traps.

This is exactly where community
funds make the difference.

Imagine every mohalla and village
in Kashmir creating its own cancer sup-
port fund. People contribute what they
can each month.

The fund pays for travel to Srinagar
or Jammu, covers a few chemo cycles,
helps with medicines, and even supports
caregivers with basic health checks.

Families no longer sell their or-
chards or borrow in secret. Children
stay in school. Caregivers receive at-
tention before they break down. Early
check-ups become possible because the
money question loses its sting.

When someone passes, the fund
helps clear part of the debt and keeps the
family standing.

People stand with each other
through these community funds.

The author is a Srinagar-based
financial educator, and can be reached at
drm757@gmail.com.

Hidayat Bukhari

ndia’s food economy is expanding fast, cre-

ating opportunities at home and abroad.

At the same time, enforcement data points

to the need to upgrade safety systems and
sharpen alignment so the framework keeps
pace with modern supply chains and builds
confidence in Indian food.

Recent enforcement drives across states,
especially during peak seasons, have found a
notable share of samples in categories such as
milk products, sweets, edible oils and spices
showing quality issues.

These findings go beyond simple label is-
sues to reveal hygiene problems, contamina-
tion, and adulteration.

Officials seize substantial amounts of
spoiled meat along with large quantities of
sweets, khoya, paneer, and adulterated oils.

Such actions demonstrate that the prob-
lems affect mass markets.

The sector operates with more than a mil-
lion registered food business operators plus
a sizable informal part. Inspection levels, lab
resources, and processing times differ greatly
among states.

Many districts experience backlogs in test-
ing and limited field checks. Detection often
happens after products reach distribution chan-
nels. The approach stays mostly reactive.

Scientists understand the risks well. Meat
and dairy items held without proper tempera-
ture or hygiene allow common pathogens such
as Salmonella, E. coli, Listeria, and Staphylo-

India’s Food Safety Crisis

Adulteration, weak Inspections and testing delays expose
the need for stronger laws and faster enforcement.

coccus to grow quickly and create toxins. These
lead to sudden sickness and serious issues for
vulnerable groups.

High-moisture foods like dairy sweets see
faster microbial growth when refrigeration
drops. Proteins in decomposing foods produce
biogenic amines that set off toxic responses.
Some spoilage toxins resist heat and remain
even after reheating.

Chemical changes bring another set of
concerns. Studies in various states document
cases where producers add non-food substances
to milk and dairy substitutes to mimic fat or
protein content. Oils receive blending or oxida-
tion that raises risks to heart health. Extended
contact with contaminants including aflatoxins
from mold, conditions that form nitrosamines,
pesticide traces, and heavy metals adds to lon-
ger-term health challenges.

The pattern points to cumulative effects in
a system where safety levels vary.

Public health data places this situation
squarely in the policy arena. India deals with
substantial levels of food-related illnesses and
non-communicable diseases. Small amounts of
avoidable contact, when multiplied by 1.4 bil-
lion people, add up to major expenses in medi-
cal care, missed work, and lower life quality.

Importing nations apply careful standards.
Perceived problems in supply chains, whether
from poultry disease outbreaks or issues in
processed foods, lead to quicker restrictions on
market entry.

These steps serve as standard tools for
health protection in international commerce.

India builds its growth
narrative around both
volume and excellence.
Alignment of the food
system with those goals
supports public health,
export strength, and fair
opportunity for all.
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An economy that aims to grow agricultural ex-
ports finds that solid domestic food safety prac-
tices support competitiveness as much as they
protect buyers at home.

The Food Safety and Standards Act of
2006 delivered a strong consolidation effort.
It established one regulator and brought stan-
dards together.

Two decades later, the market looks differ-
ent with longer supply chains, e-commerce and
quick commerce that shorten distribution peri-
ods, cold chains that remain uneven, and an in-
formal segment that works with limited checks.

State governments lead enforcement,
which produces differences in inspection
strength, lab resources, and timelines for legal
action. Penalties lean toward fines, and court
processes move slowly.

The result creates a balance where benefits
from shortcuts exceed likely costs of detection.

A second-generation food safety law and
enforcement setup needs to operate on preven-
tion as the main approach. Producers and large
distributors gain from requirements to perform
hazard analysis and keep clear control plans
throughout the chain.

This change moves efforts from final prod-
uct tests toward risk management right at the
beginning.

High-risk categories benefit from full digi-
tal traceability systems that work from end
to end. Batch information stays connected be-
tween states and e-commerce sites so officials
can pinpoint and pull back affected batches fast
instead of depending on wide searches after the
fact. Inspection and laboratory resources re-
quire expansion and standardization through a
central support program.

District labs, mobile testing teams, and
quick screening tools cut processing times and
broaden coverage. Officials publish figures on
inspection levels and test turnaround times to
build accountability.

Enforcement gains strength when offi-
cials set firm timelines and apply measures
that fit the violation. Fast-track processes
handle food safety cases with defined service
standards. Criminal responsibility applies
where violations pose clear dangers to life,
and penalties increase according to the level
and extent of harm.

The informal sector enters the system
through easier licensing processes, stepped

hygiene requirements, and focused training
programs. Safer methods become the simpler
choice for everyone involved.

A clear public reporting system covers
businesses with repeated or serious violations
while respecting proper procedures. Consum-
ers and buyers downstream receive the infor-
mation they need to choose wisely. A national
platform lets citizens report concerns with safe-
guards for those who speak up and turns public
observations into useful data for officials.

Recall procedures and international alert
systems line up more closely with established
global practices. Domestic responses match the
pace and precision of partners like the Euro-
pean Union rapid alert systems and the United
States preventive controls approach.

These steps appear in successful models
elsewhere. They lift the chance of catching
problems, cut the time to action, and increase
the price of violations.

Behaviour shifts when the cost of breaking
rules surpasses the advantage gained.

The goal centers on a fair environment
where businesses that follow rules avoid com-
petition from those who cut corners. Consum-
ers gain confidence in their purchases. Trust
functions as a valuable economic resource in
the food sector.

India builds its growth narrative around both
volume and excellence. Alignment of the food sys-
tem with those goals supports public health, ex-
port strength, and fair opportunity for all.

Predictable preventive rules deliver better
results than the unseen expenses of a system
that waits for problems to appear.

A second-generation food safety law built
on prevention, traceability, expanded re-
sources, and prompt enforcement secures the
strength of India’s food economy through the
coming decades.

The author is the CEO and Founder
of GenTechPro IT Solutions. He can be
reached at hidfan@gmail.com.
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Give Young People Room to Fail

Young people in Kashmir need ambition and perseverance, but they also need families, schools and
Institutions that help them face failure without losing faith in themselves.

Mohammad Ilyas Bhat

public water tap stood out-
Aside our home during my

childhood in Kashmir. Such
taps were common in those days,
before piped water connections
became widespread in individual
households towards the late 1960s.

Ours was a simple arrangement,
a half-inch iron pipe fitted with a
brass or copper mouthpiece. When
someone pressed it, water flowed.
Once the tap closed, a few drops
continued falling onto a stone be-
neath it.

Over the years, those drops bored
a deep hole into the hard stone.
As children, we wondered how
something so soft could penetrate
something so resistant. We had no
scientific explanation, but the stone
was teaching us a lesson that has
remained with me for decades.

A single drop could achieve little
on its own. Thousands of drops,
falling persistently over time,
could accomplish what appeared
impossible.

[ often return to that image when
thinking about ambition and the
expectations we place on young
people. We tell them to dream big,
work hard and pursue success. We
speak less about the time achieve-
ment takes, the disappointments
that accompany it and the emo-
tional strength needed to continue
when progress remains invisible.

In a society where young people
face intense competition and un-
certain prospects, that omission
comes at a cost.

Dreams give direction to human
endeavour. Scientific discoveries,
technological advances and social
reforms began as ideas that some-
one dared to pursue. Ambition al-
lows people to imagine a life be-
yond their present circumstances
and work towards possibilities they
have yet to experience.

But ambition alone cannot com-
plete the journey.

Alarge dream demands patience,
discipline and a willingness to

learn from mistakes. The distance
between imagining an achieve-
ment and realising it is filled with
ordinary work that rarely attracts
attention. It includes long hours of
preparation, rejected applications,
failed examinations, financial set-
backs and repeated attempts that
produce little immediate reward.

Our age has made this distance
harder for many young people to
accept.

Social media presents success
through its most visible features,
including wealth, recognition and
professional  achievement. The
years of preparation, uncertainty
and sacrifice behind those out-
comes receive far less attention. A
young person comparing their own
unfinished life with someone else’s
apparent success may begin to feel
that they have fallen behind.

This expectation of rapid prog-
ress can turn a temporary setback
into a personal crisis. An unsuccess-
ful examination, a rejected job ap-
plication or a business venture that
fails to take off can seem like a final
judgement on one’s abilities. The
disappointment becomes heavier
when family expectations and so-
cial comparisons beef the belief
that success must come early.

A seed offers a different lesson.
Before a plant appears above the
ground, its roots develop beneath
the soil. Much of its growth remains
unseen. Human effort often follows
the same course.

The work someone puts into
learning a skill or preparing for an
opportunity may produce no im-
mediate result, but the experience
can still prepare them for what
comes next.

This is particularly relevant in
Kashmir, where unemployment,
academic competition, economic
uncertainty and family pressures
weigh on young people. Their aspi-
rations often exceed the opportuni-
ties available to them, leaving many
struggling to reconcile what they
hope to achieve with what their cir-
cumstances permit.

The reported figures on suicide
and attempted suicide in Jammu
and Kashmir make the emotion-
al consequences impossible to
dismiss.

Police figures cited for 2021 re-
corded 586 suicide attempts in
Kashmir, many involving young
people. Figures attributed to the
National Crime Records Bureau for
2023 recorded 365 suicide deaths in
Jammu and Kashmir. A separate re-
ported estimate for 2024 placed the

Our young people need ambitious goals, but they also need

" a society that understands the human cost of demanding

success without teaching them how to face setbacks. We
should celebrate achievement without belittling those who have yet to
reach their goals. We should encourage persistence while recognising
when someone needs care, guidance or a fresh start.

suicide mortality rate at around 1.7
deaths per 100,000 people.

These figures come from differ-
ent reporting systems and periods,
so they cannot be treated as direct-
ly comparable measures of a single
trend. They nevertheless point
towards a serious public health
concern.

Mental health professionals in
the valley have also expressed
alarm about suicidal behaviour and
psychological distress.

Suicide has many possible causes,
including mental illness, emotional
suffering, isolation and financial
hardship. It would be both inac-
curate and cruel to explain such
tragedies simply as failures of
perseverance.

Someone experiencing a suicidal
crisis needs timely professional
care, understanding and support.
Advice about working harder can-
not substitute for mental health
treatment.

The wider question concerns the
environment we create around our
children. We encourage them to se-
cure high marks, enter prestigious
professions and find well-paid

employment. Parents make sacri-
fices to finance education, while
students spend years preparing for
competitive examinations. But we
devote far less attention to helping
young people cope with rejection,
uncertainty and disappointment.

A child praised only for achieve-
ment may grow up believing that
personal worth depends on perfor-
mance. An examination result then
becomes something larger than a
measure of academic preparation.
It can begin to define how that child
sees their intelligence, their prospects
and their place within the family.

Parents and teachers can help
prevent this by separating achieve-
ment from personal worth. An ex-
amination measures performance
under particular conditions. It
cannot determine the full range of
someone’s abilities or predict the
course of an entire life.

Children need encouragement
to aim high, but they also need the
freedom to make mistakes, change
direction and seek help without
fearing that they have disappointed
everyone around them.

Schools in Kashmir should treat

emotional well-being as part of
education rather than an issue to
address only after a crisis. Students
need access to counselling, trusted
adults and practical guidance on
dealing with academic pressure.
Families need to understand the
signs of serious distress and seek
professional help when necessary.
Communities, too, should stop
treating mental health difficulties
as a source of shame.

Perseverance itself needs a more
thoughtful definition. It does not
mean repeating the same action
regardless of the result. A failed at-
tempt may call for greater prepara-
tion, a different method or a new
direction. Sometimes the wis-
est response is to rest and ask for
help. Continuing to learn is more
valuable than stubbornly pursu-
ing a plan that no longer fits one’s
circumstances.

Nor will all dreams unfold as
imagined. People begin with dif-
ferent resources, responsibilities
and opportunities. Some encounter
obstacles that effort alone cannot
remove. We should recognise those
realities rather than suggest that

anyone who works hard enough
will inevitably achieve whatever
they want. Such promises can turn
structural disadvantages into per-
sonal blame.

Still, the value of sustained ef-
fort extends beyond a single out-
come. The knowledge gained while
preparing for an examination, the
skills developed during an unsuc-
cessful business venture and the
experience accumulated after pro-
fessional rejection can prepare
someone for another opportunity. A
change of direction need not erase
the worth of the work already done.

That old tap taught me to pay
attention to progress that is too
small to attract notice. A few drops
seemed insignificant as they fell
onto the stone. Their effect became
visible only with time. Human de-
velopment also depends on repeat-
ed acts of effort, from an hour spent
studying to a mistake corrected or
a new skill practised after a disap-
pointing result.

Our young people need ambi-
tious goals, but they also need a so-
ciety that understands the human
cost of demanding success without
teaching them how to face setbacks.
We should celebrate achievement
without belittling those who have
yet to reach their goals. We should
encourage persistence while recog-
nising when someone needs care,
guidance or a fresh start.

The stone beneath our old tap
never knew how much time the
water needed to alter it. Its surface
changed through countless small
encounters, none of which ap-
peared significant on its own.

Perhaps that is the lesson worth
passing to the next generation. A
life cannot be judged by one exami-
nation, one rejection or one season
of disappointment. The future re-
mains open to learning, adjustment
and new attempts, even when the
original dream changes.

Dream big, then give yourself the
time to grow towards that dream.
Work hard, but allow room for mis-
takes and help from others. Success
may take a different form from
the one you first imagined. Your
life, however, is larger than any
single result, and its worth never
rests on how quickly you reach a
destination.

— The author works in agricul-
tural seed production and is cur-
rently writing his first short story
collection in Kashmir.

He canbereached at
mbhatilyas@gmail.com.

Does Tuesday Bring More Cold?

Repeated cold mornings In Virginia recall a Kashmiri belief about Fridays and raise
questions about the difference between meteorological patterns and human perception.

obeys the calendar.

Dr. Akhtar Purvez

ter arrived with the same sharp

greeting. The coldest morning of
the week came like clockwork, again
and again.

At first, I called it coincidence.
Weather behaves erratically, and the
human mind loves to impose order on
chaos. The repetition persisted.

A cold front would sweep through
over the weekend or early Monday.
Winds would slow, skies would clear,
and by Tuesday morning, the cold
would bite harder and hold longer.

Breath would cloud in thicker
plumes, and frost etched deeper pat-
terns on the windshield.

The trend stayed subtle. Once no-
ticed, it seized the eye.

Here is where the mind rushes to-
ward the wrong conclusion. We want
to believe Tuesday itself has grown
colder, that modern weather now

Every Tuesday this Virginia win-

But this winter reveals something
far more interesting. We experience
weather only where it meets our
lives.

[ learned this decades ago in
Kashmir, where I grew up.

Older generations there often
spoke about Fridays as the coldest
or hottest days of the week. People
treated this as common knowledge.
Like every other Kashmiri, I accepted
it as settled truth.

Years later, I asked why.

The answer pointed toward human
attention.

Many Kashmiris worked in cot-
tage industries. Shawl weaving,
carpet making, and intricate textile
work demanded long hours of still-
ness and repetition. Artisans spent
entire weeks bent over looms in dim
rooms, fingers moving through wool
and silk, the outside world reduced
to a rectangle of sky through a win-
dow. Friday offered the only rest.
The loom fell silent, and the kitchen
filled with the smell of fresh bread.
People stepped outside, gathered at
mosques, strolled through markets,
and stopped on doorsteps.

Friday became the day they felt the
weather.

The cold arrived every day. It
howled past the loom sheds on
Wednesday. It settled into the valley
on Thursday. Friday simply provid-
ed the space to notice, discuss, and

remember.

Over cups of noon chai, men com-
pared the sting of the air. Women
pulling shawls tighter remarked on
the bite of the wind. Shopkeepers
lifted their eyes to judge the clouds.
Children home from school felt the
sun’s rare warmth on their faces. The
sensation entered interaction, then
memory, and then lore.

What people called a weather pat-
tern was actually a pattern in life.

Standing in Virginia all these years
later, I began to wonder whether
Tuesday had assumed a similar role,
though for entirely different reasons.

Modern weather along the East
Coast moves in multi-day cycles. A
system drifts through, a front passes,
pressure builds, and skies clear. The
bitterest temperatures often follow
the storm itself, during the silent
aftermath, when winds grow calm
and radiational cooling peaks. The
earth releases its stored heat into a
cloudless night, and the thermometer
drops to its lowest point just before
dawn.

When those systems pass early in
the week, the coldest morning lands
a day or two later.

Tuesday.

Meteorologists understand these
cycles well. Some research explores
whether human activity, traffic, pol-
lution, and urban heat, might gen-
erate subtle weekly variations in
temperature.

Cities exhale heat during the bustle
of Monday. Roads absorb the fric-
tion of tires. Buildings radiate the
warmth of a thousand furnaces. By
Tuesday dawn, that thermal blanket
has thinned.

The evidence remains mixed. The
timing of weather systems alone
produces the appearance of a weekly
pattern.

Appearance, repeated  often
enough, begins to feel like truth.

Tuesday in the United States de-
mands full engagement as the week
gathers momentum. Meetings stack
up and deadlines begin to loom. Any
sense of breathing room disappears
and the buffer evaporates.

The cold arrives into full motion.

The commute stays on schedule as
the school day begins. Coffee cools
fast while the car warms slow. The
body meets the cold in motion, with-
out time to adjust. Shock sharpens the
chill with each abrupt transition. The
mind misses the clear winter dawn,
seeing only ice on the pavement.

We notice discomfort most when
life demands we move through it.
Friday held the weather in Kashmir
because it held attention. Tuesday
may hold it in Virginia because it
holds friction.

Tuesday is inherently colder only
in our experience. The atmosphere
operates outside human time. It re-
mains indifferent to expectation. A
high-pressure system recognizes

only pressure gradients. The jet
stream ignores the workweek.
We do.

That alone determines what we

remember.

We like to imagine weather as ob-
jective, recorded in precise numbers.
One sense makes it objective. Our ex-
perience of it remains something else

entirely.

It passes through the structure
of our lives, filtered through alarm
clocks and carpools, through prayer
times and paychecks, through the
rare moments when we stop long
enough to feel the air against our

skin.

This winter’s Tuesday pattern may
amount to coincidence, a temporary

alignment of weather systems.

The instinct to assign meaning will

remain.
We observe the
through it.

— The author is an interventional
pain physician who earned his
medical degree from Government
Medical College Srinagar. He com-
Pleted his residency in anesthesiol-
ogy at Boston University Medical
Center, followed by a fellowship in
painmanagement at the University
of Virginia.

atmosphere.
We also observe ourselves moving

Tuesday in the
United States
demands full
engagement as
the week gathers
momentum.
Meetings stack

up and deadlines
begin to loom. Any
sense of breathing
room disappears
and the buffer
evaporates.
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J&K Medical

follows sustained protests by interns
at Government Medical Colleges across
Jammu and Kashmir and SKIMS Medical
College, Bemina, who had been demand-
ing a revision of their monthly remu-
neration in view of their clinical respon-
sibilities, working hours and financial
challenges.

The agitation intensified after interns
alleged that the timeframe given in an
earlier written assurance had expired
without the issuance of a formal govern-
ment order. They had maintained that
the strike would continue until the sti-
pend hike was officially notified.

AIMSA had also urged the government
to complete the formalities without fur-
ther delay, maintaining that verbal as-
surances were insufficient to end the
standoff.

Welcoming the decision, the associa-
tion expressed gratitude to government
officials, political representatives and
others who supported the interns dur-
ing their campaign.

Dr Mohammad Momin Khan, presi-
dent of AIMSA J&K, said the achievement
belonged to all medical interns who re-
mained united and continued to raise
their voices for the fulfilment of their
demand.

J&K intern doctors also acknowledged
support from political representatives
across party lines, bureaucrats and other
individuals, including Aga Ruhullah,
Waheed Para, Sajid Yousuf Shah, Nasir
Sogami, Altaf Bukhari and Sunil Sharma.

With the interns’ demand now for-
mally addressed, AIMSA said it would
turn its attention to securing a stipend
hike for postgraduate resident doctors
pursuing MD, MS, MDS and DNB courses
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The association said postgraduate
residents were an essential part of the
healthcare workforce and contributed
significantly to patient care while un-
dergoing specialised medical training.
It indicated that their stipend con-
cerns would now be taken up with the
authorities.

Won't Rest Until

the courage, dedication and patrio-
tism of police personnel who made the
supreme sacrifice, Sinha said their ser-
vice remained an enduring source of
inspiration for Jammu and Kashmir and
the nation.

He expressed gratitude to the police
martyrs and conveyed his sympathies to
their families, assuring them of contin-
ued support and welfare measures.

“No honour or assistance can com-
pensate a family for the pain of losing
a loved one. Yet, it is the nation’s duty
to honour their sacrifice not merely in
words, but also through its conduct and
responsibilities,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor assured the
Jammu and Kashmir Police fraternity
that every possible effort would be made
to ensure a dignified life and necessary
support for the families of martyrs.

Highlighting the contribution of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police, Sinha said
the force had demonstrated courage,
discipline and commitment while main-
taining law and order, combating terror-
ism and assisting people during emer-
gencies and natural disasters.

“Thousands of personnel of the
Jammu Kashmir Police force have laid
down their lives in the fight against ter-
rorism,” he said, adding that their cour-
age inspired the entire police system of
the country.

He said the police uniform symbol-
ised service, responsibility and sacrifice,
adding that the true measure of policing
lay in ensuring public safety, delivering
justice and standing by society during
times of crisis.

Referring to the role of security forces
in safeguarding the country's security
and integrity, Sinha said the Jammu and
Kashmir Police, the Indian Army and the
Central Armed Police Forces had served
under difficult circumstances.

He stressed that peace, stability and
progress in Jammu and Kashmir were vi-
tal to India's development, with a major
responsibility for ensuring them resting
on the police, Army and CAPFs.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon
citizens to uphold unity, communal har-
mony and mutual trust while remaining
vigilant against forces seeking to disrupt
peace and stability.

He also stressed the need to strength-
en measures to protect women, children
and vulnerable sections of society, en-
sure timely justice for victims and make
systems for monitoring and preventing
crimes more effective.

Emphasising the need to combat drug
trafficking and narco-terrorism, Sinha
called for a collective commitment to
making Jammu and Kashmir drug-free.

He commended the personnel of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police, the Indian
Army and the Central Armed Police
Forces for their courage, dedication and
sense of duty, wishing them safety and
success in their missions

"On Police Commemoration Day, [ pay
heartfelt tribute to the brave police per-
sonnel who laid down their lives in ser-
vice of the nation. I bow to their courage,
duty and sacrifice and extend my respect
and solidarity to their families," Sinha
said in a post on X.

He called for honouring them through
a collective commitment to a safer and
prosperous J&K.

"The valour of our martyrs inspires us
to strengthen peace, unity and security.
Let us honour them through our collec-
tive commitment to a safer, stronger and

more prosperous Jammu Kashmir," the
LG added.

Peace Established

with the rest of the country in terms
of development.

Speaking about the security situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir, the Home
Minister said significant progress had
been made in curbing terrorism. He also
said the Northeast had moved forward
on the path of peace following several
agreements and the surrender of arms
by thousands of people.

Shah also called upon police forces
across the country to work towards
eliminating the drug menace by
December 31, 2029, the deadline set by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for mak-
ing India drug-free.

Paying tribute to police personnel
who laid down their lives in the line of
duty, Shah said narcotics threatened fu-
ture generations, placed an undue bur-
den on the economy and provided finan-
cial support to organisations involved in
anti-national activities.

He said the remaining months of
2026, along with 2027, 2028 and 2029,
would be devoted to a united fight
against drugs, describing the campaign
as a major national priority.

The Home Minister also highlighted
the security forces' role in combat-
ing Left-Wing Extremism, crediting
the Chhattisgarh Police, Central Armed
Police Forces, Central Reserve Police
Force and CoBRA for their contribution.

He said more than 3,600 security per-
sonnel and approximately 13,700 civil-
ians had been killed in violence associ-
ated with Naxalism between 1981 and
March 2026.

Shah praised the personnel for their
service in difficult circumstances, in-
cluding election duties, festivals, pro-
tests and border security assignments.

Referring to the recently concluded
West Bengal Assembly elections, he said
security personnel had ensured that the
polls were completed without a single
fatality, describing it as a significant
achievement.

The annual Police Commemoration
Day event was organised in memory of
10 police personnel killed in an ambush
by heavily armed Chinese troops at Hot
Springs in Ladakh on October 21, 1959.

Recalling the incident, Shah said the
personnel had remained steadfast in
their resolve to protect the country's ter-
ritory despite the difficult circumstances.

He said the National Police Memorial
was inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2018 to honour police
personnel who had sacrificed their lives
across the country.

Addressing the families of police mar-
tyrs, Shah said their loss could never be
compensated, but the entire nation re-
mained grateful for their sacrifices and
contribution to internal security.

Earlier, Intelligence Bureau Director
Mahesh Dixit said 154 police person-
nel had laid down their lives in the line
of duty during the previous year, while
36,852 police personnel had made the
supreme sacrifice since Independence.

Shah also flagged off a motorcycle ral-
ly themed “Fight Against Drugs”, involv-
ing around 90 police riders from sev-
eral states and Union Territories, Central
Armed Police Forces and other central
police organisations.

The riders will travel to Ekta Nagar in
Gujarat to participate in the Ekta Parade
on October 31, as part of a nationwide
initiative against drugs.

DGP Warns Terror
nd completely uproot terrorism
aand every element associated
with terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said.
Issuing a stern warning to those sup-
porting terrorism, the DGP said they
would be tracked down and punished
under the law.

“Even if you attempt to hide in the
deepest corners of the earth, we will find
you and ensure that you are punished
under the law,” he said.

Prabhat also called for unity, mutual
trust and communal harmony, urging
people to remain vigilant against forces
attempting to disturb peace and stability
in the region.

“Unity in diversity is the identity of
India and social harmony is an important
foundation for the progress of Jammu
and Kashmir,” he said, urging people to
extend their support to the J&K Police,
the Army and other security forces in
maintaining peace.

Stressing the need to strengthen so-
cial protection, the DGP called for effec-
tive measures to prevent crimes against
women and children, safeguard vulnera-
ble sections of society and ensure timely
justice for victims.

He said mechanisms to monitor and
prevent such offences needed to be
strengthened.

Calling for a drug-free Jammu and
Kashmir, Prabhat said action against
narcotics trafficking and the illegal drug
trade must be intensified.

“This is not merely a question of law
and order. It is about protecting the
future of our youth, the well-being of
families and the moral strength of our
society,” he said.

Paying tribute to police personnel
who laid down their lives in the line of
duty, the DGP said the best tribute to the
martyrs would be to build a safe, peace-
ful, harmonious and prosperous Jammu
and Kashmir.

He also stressed the need to ensure
the welfare of martyrs’ families and

provide them continued support.
Prabhat commended the Jammu
and Kashmir Police, the Army and the
Central Armed Police Forces for their
courage, dedication and commitment
to duty, while wishing them safety and
success in their operations. (ONS)

2 Dead, 15 Injured

The Lieutenant Governor said he had
directed the administration to provide
all possible assistance to the affected
families and ensure the best pos-
sible treatment for those injured in the
accident.

Abdullah also conveyed condolences
to the bereaved families and directed
the authorities to ensure the best pos-
sible medical care and assistance to the
injured. The Chief Minister’s Office is in
constant touch with the concerned au-
thorities and is monitoring the situation.

Earlier, Singh spoke to Udhampur
Deputy Commissioner Ananth Dwivedi
after receiving information about the
accident.

“Unfortunately,  two  casualties
have been reported (in the accident).
Meanwhile, I have taken up the issue of
construction of Ramnagar to Basantgarh
road with the BRO authorities at Delhi,”
Singh said in a post on X.

Senior BJP leader and MLA Sunil
Bhardwaj visited Ramnagar hospital to
enquire about the condition of the in-
jured passengers.

Bhardwaj expressed concern over the
condition of the road where the accident
occurred and stressed the need for its
upgradation to ensure safer travel for
commuters.

He also highlighted the need to
strengthen healthcare facilities in the
constituency to ensure timely medical
assistance and better treatment, particu-
larly during emergencies.

Kashmir’s Private

and prevent administrative work from
disrupting academic schedules.

The second demand concerns teacher
development. The association wants
private school teachers to access the
training opportunities available to their
government-school counterparts.

It called for training on the PARAKH
dashboard and zone-specific pro-
grammes delivered through District
Institutes of Education and Training
(DIETs), Resource Centres (RCs) and
Cluster Resource Centres (CRCs).

The association said systematic train-
ing could help teachers improve founda-
tional literacy and numeracy, priorities
under the National Education Policy
2020. It argued that closer coordina-
tion between government and private
schools would help improve educational
outcomes across Jammu and Kashmir.

Together, the demands highlight the
association’s concern that administra-
tive duplication and limited access to
professional development can hinder
schools’ efforts to improve teaching.

Wani acknowledged the concerns
and said the Directorate would consider
steps to eliminate outdated, unproduc-
tive and cumbersome administrative
practices, according to the association’s
press release.

He urged school leaders to remain
committed to students and parents,
stressing that government and private
institutions share responsibility for pro-
viding quality education.

The meeting, however, produced no
specific timeline for changes to paper-
work requirements or the proposed
training programmes.

The delegation included PSAJK state
president Dr. Baba Nazrul Islam, south
Kashmir vice president Dr. Zulfigar
Ahmad, district general secretary
Suhail Ahmad and representatives from
Anantnag, Dooru and Shangus.

The association welcomed the
Directorate’s willingness to engage
with private schools and recognise their
contribution to educational opportuni-
ties and academic outcomes across the
Union Territory. It also commended the
Education Department and the Jammu
and Kashmir government for their ef-
forts to advance education.

Wani assured the delegation of con-
tinued cooperation in addressing its
concerns, the association said.

The next step rests on implementa-
tion: whether the Directorate uses exist-
ing digital records to cut duplicate sub-
missions and opens established training
networks to private school teachers.

For Kashmir’s private schools, the de-
mand is clear and concise. They want
less time spent on paperwork and more
support for the work that happens in
classrooms.

JKBOSE Scraps

the notification states.

The board said candidates seeking re-
evaluation of their answer scripts can
now apply irrespective of the marks se-
cured in the concerned subjects, provid-
ed they follow the prescribed procedure
and adhere to the stipulated timeline
and fee requirements.

The revised provision removes the
minimum marks threshold that had pre-
viously restricted access to the re-eval-
uation process for candidates scoring
below 20 per cent in a subject.

However, JKBOSE has clarified that all
other terms and conditions governing
re-evaluation, as notified from time to
time, will continue to remain in force.

The notification will have prospective
effect, the board said.

Mobile Phones

examinations.

The JKBOSE Secretary, through a circu-
lar, directed all centre superintendents
to ensure that supervisory staff deposit
their mobile phones with them before
the examinations begin.

“They will deposit the cell phones
with the centre superintendents, who
will be personally responsible for imple-
mentation of the circular instruction,”
the circular reads.

However, centre superintendents
have been exempted from the restriction
and may retain their mobile phones for
effective communication and to remain
in contact with the JKBOSE divisional or
sub-branch offices, besides their depart-
mental hierarchy.

The board has also directed that no
candidate be allowed to leave an exami-
nation centre with the question paper
until at least half of the examination du-
ration has elapsed.

The directions come as JKBOSE con-
ducts the ongoing annual regular exami-
nations across Kashmir and the winter-
zone areas of Jammu division.

On Tuesday, the board constituted
a three-member committee to inves-
tigate the reported outage of the Class
10 Mathematics question paper shortly
after the examination began at a centre
in Mahore.

The annual regular examination for
Class 12 began on Wednesday and will
conclude on November 21, while the
Class 11 examinations are scheduled to
commence on October 29 and continue
until November 30.

Earlier, nearly 97,000 students ap-
peared for the Class 10 examinations
on October 19 across 1,003 centres in
Kashmir and select winter-zone districts
of Jammu division.

According to officials, 97,500 stu-
dents have been enrolled for the Class
10 examinations, including 72,232 from
Kashmir and 25,268 from the winter-
zone areas of Jammu division.

The board has also said that around
2.7 lakh students have registered for the
Class 10, 11 and 12 examinations across
Jammu and Kashmir.

CM Directs Adherence

appropriate channels. He stressed
that people should not be left uncertain
about the reasons for power interrup-
tions or their likely duration.

He further directed that field staff
should not impose additional or un-
scheduled power cuts at their own
discretion. Any changes to approved
schedules, he said, must be authorised
at the appropriate level, with prescribed
arrangements for informing consumers
followed strictly.

Emphasising the need for close inter-
departmental coordination, Omar called
for a well-coordinated mechanism for
snow clearance, particularly on roads
maintained by different departments
and agencies.

He directed that nodal officers be
designated to coordinate snow clear-
ance operations among the various
road-maintaining agencies to ensure
synchronised work and prevent roads
from being left unattended due to a lack
of coordination.

The Chief Minister stressed the im-
portance of advance planning, timely
deployment of men and machinery, and
effective monitoring of snow clearance
operations, particularly in areas vulner-
able to heavy snowfall and prolonged
disruption of road connectivity.

The meeting also reviewed arrange-
ments for stocking ration, LPG and other
essential commodities in snowbound
areas, besides preparedness to maintain
electricity and drinking water supplies
during winter.

Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir Anshul Garg and Divisional
Commissioner Jammu Vikas Kundal
made detailed presentations on the
winter preparedness plans drawn up for
their respective divisions.

Particular emphasis was laid on en-
suring adequate medical facilities and
emergency response mechanisms in
areas that frequently remain cut off dur-
ing winter. The arrangements include
the availability of 4x4 ambulances, he-
licopter services wherever required and
tracking of maternity cases that may
require emergency medical assistance
during prolonged snowfall.

Omar stressed the importance of
identifying vulnerable populations in
advance and putting appropriate ar-
rangements in place to ensure that no
patient is left without access to emer-
gency medical care because of adverse
weather conditions.

Gurez, Machhil and Karnah, besides
parts of Poonch, Rajouri, Udhampur and
Kathua, were among the areas for which
specific preparedness measures were
reviewed in view of their vulnerabil-
ity to heavy snowfall and disruption of
connectivity.

The Chief Minister emphasised that
essential commodities, healthcare ser-
vices, electricity and drinking water
must be available through advance plan-
ning, particularly in remote and snow-
bound areas where the movement of
people and supplies can become difficult
during winter.

He called upon all departments to
maintain close coordination with dis-
trict administrations and ensure that
contingency arrangements are in place
to respond promptly to weather-related
emergencies. He also stressed effective
communication between field forma-
tions and district authorities to ensure

that emerging challenges are addressed
without delay.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Kumar
Choudhary, Ministers Javed Rana and
Satish Sharma, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, Chief
Secretary  Atal Dulloo, Additional
Chief Secretary, Power Development
Department, Ashwini Kumar, Additional
Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister
Dheeraj Gupta, administrative secre-
taries of various departments, Deputy
Commissioners, Director Information
J&K, senior police officers, managing
directors of the Jammu and Kashmir
DISCOMs, heads of departments and
other concerned officers.

Officers stationed outside Srinagar
attended the meeting through video
conferencing.

India Protests

of the political discourse and differ-
ence of opinion.

"We have protests every day in the
United States. People view protests - ob-
viously I'm not talking about the riots,
like what you're seeing in Europe, where
they're vandalising and breaking into
things and burning down buildings. I'm
not talking about that,” Rubio said.

"But in many ways, the fact that peo-
ple are out there expressing themselves
- I'm not talking about India; in any
country in the world - is the sign that
this is a country where there's political
discourse and so forth and differences of
opinion,” he said.

"We're not going to comment on in-
ternal political matters. That's for the
Indian people to decide and navigate,”
Rubio said.

On Tuesday, more than 20 UN hu-
man rights experts in Geneva expressed
alarm over what they described as a "re-
peatedly heavy-handed police response”
to peaceful youth-led demonstrations in
the national capital.

They called on the authorities to en-
sure justice for reported human rights
violations during the protests.

J&K Child Protection

restrictions on final orders

The lapse has affected the composi-
tion of Juvenile Justice Boards, which
comprise a Principal Magistrate appoint-
ed by the High Court and two members
appointed by the government.

With the tenure of the two members
having ended, the boards have been
left with only the Principal Magistrates.
Under the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015, at least
two members, including the Principal
Magistrate, must be present for the final
disposal of cases and orders transferring
certain cases involving children to the
Children’s Court for trial as adults.

As a result, the absence of the re-
quired members raises questions about
the boards' ability to pass final orders
and issue transfer orders in cases involv-
ing heinous offences allegedly commit-
ted by children above the age of 16.

Child Welfare Committees, which
comprise a chairperson and four mem-
bers, have also been affected by the ex-
piry of their members' tenure.

The committees play a statutory role
in dealing with children in need of care
and protection, including decisions con-
cerning their placement in child-care
institutions and other rehabilitation
arrangements.

Interim arrangements put in place

The Mission Vatsalya communication
provides for interim arrangements to
maintain continuity in essential func-
tions until new committees and boards
are constituted.

According to the order, matters con-
cerning children in need of care and
protection are to be handled by the
concerned Protection Officers, includ-
ing those dealing with institutional and
non-institutional care, along with sup-
porting staff under the overall supervi-
sion of the DCPO.

For matters involving children in con-
flict with the law, Principal Magistrates
are to be assisted by Legal-cum-
Probation Officers and other staff of
the respective District Child Protection
Units.

The communication also directs dis-
trict officers to ensure the systematic
transfer, verification, preservation and
safe custody of records, maintain con-
fidentiality and submit compliance
reports after completing the takeover
process.

However, the interim arrangements
have raised questions about whether
administrative supervision and assis-
tance from departmental officials can
ensure the exercise of all statutory func-
tions ordinarily performed by the CWCs
and J]Bs. The communication does not
specify a timeline for constituting the
new bodies.

Lone questions delay in appointments

In a post on X, Lone criticised the gov-
ernment for allowing the extension to
expire without completing the appoint-
ment process.

He said the Integrated Child Protection
Scheme (ICPS), now implemented under
Mission Vatsalya, had established an in-
stitutional framework to deal with chil-
dren requiring care and protection and
juveniles in conflict with the law.

Lone also referred to the incidence of
minors being taken into police custody
in Jammu and Kashmir, arguing that the
child-protection framework was impor-
tant for ensuring a child-friendly justice
system.

Referring to the Mission Vatsalya

communication dated October 13, he
questioned why fresh appointments
had not been completed despite the six-
month extension providing time for the
process.

“The order itself admits new CWCs/
JJBs ‘are yet to be constituted’. The dis-
cretion is exhausted. The default is to-
tally by the government. No space for
scapegoating,” he said.

Lone also raised concerns over the
role of outsourced employees in the
child-protection system, arguing that
they could face difficulties challenging
police officials or other authorities when
intervention was required to protect a
child's rights.

He further questioned the continued
non-functioning of the State Commission
for Protection of Child Rights, alleging
that it had remained dysfunctional de-
spite the recruitment process having
been advertised more than a year ago.

The government communication ac-
knowledges that the new CWCs and J]Bs
had not been constituted as of October
13 and directs officials to maintain es-
sential functions in the interim. It does
not, however, explain the reasons for
the delay or provide a date for fresh
appointments.

The immediate concern remains
whether the interim arrangements can
ensure the timely handling of cases in-
volving children who need care and pro-
tection or are in conflict with the law,
particularly where decisions require the
statutory authority of the committees
and boards. (inputs from agencies)

Serious Charges

had developed close relations with
terrorist elements, provided logistical
and moral support to terrorists and al-
lowed his residence and other locations
to be used as hideouts.

The Court, however, observed that
the grounds did not sufficiently identify
the persons, incidents, locations or spe-
cific acts on which the detention author-
ity had based its satisfaction. It said the
seriousness of an allegation could not
substitute the requirement of relevant
material and independent application
of mind.

It noted with seriousness the use of
the expression “aforementioned terror-
ists” in the detention grounds despite
there being no preceding reference iden-
tifying any terrorist.

The Bench observed that this internal
inconsistency strongly suggested that
the relevant portion may have been me-
chanically lifted from the police dossier
without the necessary application of
mind by the detaining authority.

“The existence of serious allegations
cannot dilute the obligation to comply
with the constitutional and statutory
requirements governing preventive de-
tention, the court said, adding, “Equally,
the absence of a criminal case, by itself,
may not be determinative of the validity
of a preventive detention order; never-
theless, the authority must demonstrate,
through the material considered and the
grounds recorded, that the statutory re-
quirements have been independently
and lawfully satisfied.”

The Court further noted that it had,
immediately before the present matter,
dealt with another petition involving a
detention order passed by the District
Magistrate which prima facie appeared
to reproduce the police dossier without
demonstrating independent assessment
by the detaining authority.

It said the similarity raised a “disturb-
ing question” about whether preventive
detention powers were being exercised
on the basis of independent evaluation
or by mechanically reproducing police
assertions.

Emphasising that the preventive de-
tention was an extraordinary measure
involving deprivation of personal lib-
erty without a regular criminal trial, the
Court said the constitutional safeguards
under Articles 21 and could not be treat-
ed as empty formalities. It stressed that
the detaining authority must indepen-
dently examine the material and satisfy
itself that the statutory conditions for
detention are fulfilled.

Referring to Supreme Court judg-
ments, the Bench reiterated that preven-
tive detention must be exercised with
utmost circumspection and strict ad-
herence to constitutional and statutory
safeguards.

Finding that the nature of the allega-
tions, absence of specific particulars and
the apparent manner in which the de-
tention order had been formulated war-
ranted further examination, the Court
directed the Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, who passed the detention or-
der, to appear personally before it.

The Court ordered the DC to produce
the complete original record, includ-
ing the police dossier, material placed
before the detaining authority and the
record reflecting consideration and sub-
jective satisfaction. It directed him to
explain why he had allegedly “recklessly
and mechanically” passed the detention
order without due application of mind.
The matter has been listed for October

2.
JKSET 2026 Exam

unchanged.

The revised schedule was announced
through a notice dated October 21,
2026, signed by Professor Aijaz Ahmad,
Member Secretary, JKSET/LASET.

Candidates appearing for the exami-
nation have been advised to take note of
the revised timings and make the neces-
sary arrangements accordingly.
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CS Reviews Progress Of PM Ekta

Malls in Srinagar & Jammu

Projects to showcase J&K’s heritage, local products and expand market access for artisans and entrepreneurs

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo reviewed the status
of the proposed PM Unity (Ekta)
Malls at Jammu and Srinagar in
a meeting convened to assess
the progress of the projects be-
ing undertaken by the Depart-
ment of Industries & Commerce
through Public Works Depart-
ment here.

The meeting besides the ACS,
PWD and Commissioner Secre-
tary, I&C; Secretary, Planning
was attended by the HoDs of the
Industries & Commerce Depart-
ment and senior officers of the
other concerned departments.

The Chief Secretary observed
that the PM Ekta Malls would
serve as integrated platforms
for showcasing the rich handi-
crafts, handlooms, indigenous
products and cultural heritage
of Jammu & Kashmir alongside
those of other States and Union
Territories.

He underscored the signifi-
cance of the initiative in strength-

ening market linkages for local
artisans, craftspeople, entrepre-
neurs and producers, while cre-
ating new avenues for tourism
promotion, enterprise develop-
ment and sustainable livelihoods.

He further emphasised that
these commercial hubs would
provide greater visibility and
market access to products un-
der the One District One Prod-
uct (ODOP) initiative and those

bearing Geographical Indica-
tion (GI) tags, connecting local
producers with wider domestic
and international markets and
opening up new opportunities
for growth and economic em-
powerment

While giving out the details
the Commissioner Secretary,
I&C, Vikramjit Singh highlighted
that the Ekta Mall at Jammu
is proposed to be constructed

over 24 kanals at the Rail Head
Complex. Designed with two
basement levels, a ground floor
and three upper floors, the facil-
ity will have approximately 2.14
lakh square feet of floor space.

Adding he gave out that the
project has received administra-
tive approval of %125 crore and
its proposed facilities include
retail outlets, workspaces, pub-
lic cultural facilities, a craft mu-
seum/art gallery, exhibition and
trade facilitation spaces, a food
court and family amenities.

Similarly, the meeting was
apprised that the Srinagar
Ekta Mall is proposed at Kash-
mir Haat Complex on Jehangir
Chowk-Batmaloo Road, over an
area of 15 kanals. The six-level
facility, comprising one base-
ment, a ground floor and four
upper floors, will have a total
floor area of approximately 1.81
lakh square feet.

Its planned facilities include
retail shops, a craft museum,
an exhibition hall, trade facili-
tation spaces, an auditorium,

an indoor amphitheatre, a food
court, dining facilities and guest
accommodation approved at a
cost of 130 crore.

It was also divulged that the
contract committee had consid-
ered both projects on October
19, 2026, and that the Letters
of Award were expected by the
third week of November 2026.

The projects are proposed
to be operated and maintained
through the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) mode, with
a private partner to be selected
through competitive bidding.
The Government will retain
policy and strategic oversight of
the initiative.

Once developed, the two
Ekta Malls are envisaged to
provide a common platform for
commerce, culture and tour-
ism, while creating opportuni-
ties for local producers to en-
hance the visibility and market
reach of their products and
strengthening J&K's integration
with the country’s wider retail
and cultural ecosystem.

3rd Edition of Kashmir Marathon

Div Com Kashmir Directs Joint Recce
To Finalise Preparations

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Divisional
Commissioner  Kashmir,
Anshul Garg, has stressed
the need for a Joint Recce
of the inaugural venue and
marathon route to identify
and address gaps in prepa-
rations for the successful
conduct of the 3rd Edition
of the Kashmir Marathon.

Chairing a meeting tore-
view the arrangements, the
Divisional ~Commissioner
called for close coordina-
tion among all concerned
departments to ensure that
the necessary facilities and
logistical arrangements are
putin place well in advance
of the event.

Garg directed the Roads
and Buildings (R&B) De-
partment to fill potholes
along the marathon route
and ensure proper levelling
of the road surface. The
Public Health Engineering
(PHE) Department was in-
structed to repair leaking
water pipelines.

The Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC) was di-
rected to deploy an ade-
quate number of mobile toi-

let vehicles at the inaugural
venue and ensure the avail-
ability of sweeper buses to
ferry participants who face
issues during Marathon.

Emphasising the need
for smooth movement of
participants and the gen-
eral public, the Divisional
Commissioner called for a
comprehensive traffic man-
agement plan and directed
the concerned authorities
to publish the marathon
route plan in advance for
public information.

To enhance the visual
appeal of the event, the Flo-
riculture Department was
asked to decorate the stage,
while the SMC was directed
to beautify the road medi-
ans along the route.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also stressed the im-

portance of comprehensive
security arrangements and
directed that participants
arrive at the venue by 4 PM
on the day of the event.

During the meeting,
Garg further reviewed
arrangements for health-
care facilities, volunteer
training, installation of
stalls, drinking water
availability and uninter-
rupted electricity supply
at the venue.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Commis-
sioner, SMC; Deputy Com-
missioner, Srinagar; SSP
Traffic; Director Tourism;
representatives of the Po-
lice Department; officers of
the J&K Sports Council; and
officials from the Informa-
tion, PHE, R&B and other
concerned departments.

Country’s Highest-Altitude High
Court Bench Begins Regular Hearings

Observer News Service

LEH: A historic chapter in
the Indian judicial history
unfolded on Wednesday
when Chief Justice of the
High Court of J&K and La-
dakh, Dr Pushpendra Singh
Bhati and Justice Sanjay
Parihar presided over the
first regular division bench
at Leh.

The newly established
Ladakh Bench of the High
Court of Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh located at
a breath-taking height of
over 11,500 feet above sea
level, began regular hearing
of the cases from today.

The day began with
the hearing by the Divi-
sion Bench in which the
Chief Justice heard the
matters through virtual
mode while Justice Sanjay
Parihar was present physi-
cally at the Ladakh Bench.
After the conclusion of the
hearing of five listed Divi-
sion Bench matters, Justice
Sanjay Parihar sat singly
and dealt with as many as
60 matters listed before
the single bench. Today’s
proceedings made use of
technology to facilitate a
sort of hybrid hearing with
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the Chief Justice hearing
through Virtual Mode and
Justice Sanjay Parihar doing
physical hearing.

Justice Parihar said that
the identification of the 65
cases that were listed today
reflects the initial effort to
organise and facilitate the
hearing of matters concern-
ing litigants from Ladakh.
He added that the success-
ful commencement of reg-
ular judicial hearings today
by the Chief Justice in such
a high-altitude location is a
landmark achievement in
the country'’s judicial infra-
structure and commitment
to ensuring that geographi-
cal barriers do not become
obstacles to justice.

The establishment of the
Ladakh Bench is a signifi-
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cant step in strengthening
the reach of constitutional
institutions to remote and
geographically challenging
regions of the country.

Earlier, litigants from
Leh, Kargil and other far-
flung areas of Ladakh
would undertake lengthy
journeys to Srinagar or
Jammu for proceedings
before the High Court. The
commencement of hear-
ings here is also encourag-
ing for the legal fraternity
of Ladakh including advo-
cates.

It may be mentioned
that Ladakh Bench of J& K
High court was formally in-
augurated by the Chief Jus-
tice of India, Justice Surya
Kanton October 18, 2026, at
Melongthang, Leh.

Shehlat Foundation Women’s Wing
Holds First Interactive Session

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Women's
Wing of Shehlat Foundation
organised its first interac-
tive session in Srinagar,
bringing together women
from different districts for
discussions on women'’s em-
powerment, drug addiction
and the role of community
participation in addressing
pressing social challenges.

The session featured de-
liberations on the responsi-
bilities of women in social
transformation, the need to
protect younger generations
from substance abuse and
the importance of informed
and sustained engagement
in community welfare.

Dr Shabeena Yaseen, Aca-
demic Officer, shared insights
from her field survey experi-
ences, highlighting the chal-
lenges confronting young
people and the devastating
consequences of drug addic-
tion for individuals, families
and society.

She stressed the need for
collective responsibility and
urgent intervention to ad-
dress the growing menace,
urging women and other
concerned citizens to actively
participate in efforts to safe-
guard future generations
from substance abuse and
other social problems.

Miss Heena Khan, Tele-
com Officer, spoke about the
role and status of women
in society in the light of the
teachings of the Holy Quran
and Sunnah. She emphasised

that meaningful social prog-
ress and justice could not be
achieved without the active
involvement of women, who
constitute a substantial sec-
tion of society.

She called for recognising
women as equal stakeholders
in decision-making and com-
munity development rather

than confining them to pas-
sive roles.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of effective upbringing,
Khan advocated experiential
learning over merely pre-
scriptive approaches within
families. She said values
were best inculcated through
personal example, practical
engagement and everyday
conduct. She also encour-
aged women to embrace
volunteerism and contribute
actively to the welfare and
development of their com-
munities.

Muzamil Karim, Clinical
Psychologist, emphasised the
importance of understand-
ing the underlying causes of
social problems before at-
tempting to address them. He
said informed and evidence-
based approaches were es-

sential for tackling the chal-
lenges affecting society.

Karim also underscored
the need to encourage greater
participation of women in
social service, noting their
potential to contribute to
meaningful and lasting social
change.

The programme began
with the recitation of the Holy
Quran by Shanaz, a teacher,
followed by a Naat written
and presented by Irshada,
also a teacher. Advocate
Laila Tu Nisa conducted the
proceedings, facilitating the
exchange of ideas and discus-
sions among the participants.
The session concluded with a
Dua offered by Suriya, seek-
ing peace, prosperity and the
well-being of society.

In his concluding remarks,
the Chairman of Shehlat
Foundation thanked the
women participants who
travelled from different dis-
tricts to attend the inaugural
session. He appreciated the
speakers for their contribu-
tions and commended the
participants for their enthusi-
asm and intellectual engage-
ment.

Reaffirming the Foun-
dation’s commitment to
women’s empowerment and
community  development,
the chairman said similar
intellectual and socially rel-
evant programmes would be
organised across districts to
provide women with oppor-
tunities to learn, exchange
experiences and contribute to
addressing social challenges.

J&K Police Observes Police
Commemoration Day Across Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu
& Kashmir Police on
Wednesday paid trib-
ute to its personnel who
laid down their lives in
the line of duty, as Police
Commemoration Day
was observed across the
Kashmir Valley through
wreath-laying  ceremo-
nies, blood donation
camps, sports activities
and interactions with
families of martyrs.

The observances were
held across all districts,
where senior police of-
ficers, civil administra-
tion officials, Army and
CRPF personnel and fam-
ily members of the fallen
personnel gathered to
honour their sacrifice.

The ceremonies fea-
tured floral tributes at
martyrs’ memorials, two
minutes of silence and the
reading of the roll of hon-
our of police personnel
who attained martyrdom
while serving the nation.
Gifts were distributed
among the next of kin
(NoKs) of martyrs, while
interactive sessions were
held to address their con-
cerns and reaffirm the de-
partment’s commitment
to their welfare.

In Anantnag, the cer-
emony at District Police
Lines (DPL) was attended
by DIG South Kashmir
Range Javed Igbal Ma-
too, SSP Anantnag Amod

Ashok Nagpure, Deputy
Commissioner Bilal Mohi-
ud-Din and officers of the
police, Army, CRPF and
civil administration, be-
sides martyrs’ families. A
blood donation camp was
also organised.

In Kulgam, Deputy
Commissioner  Shahzad
Alam and SSP Anayat Ali
Chowdhary, along with
senior security officers,
police  personnel and
martyrs’ families, paid
floral tributes at the Mar-
tyrs’ Monument at DPL
Kulgam.

At Awantipora, SSP
Irshad H. Rather led the
tributes in the presence
of police and CRPF of-
ficers, civil administra-
tion officials, members of
civil society, retired po-
lice personnel and family
members of martyrs.

In Shopian, SSP Mush-
taq Ahmad Choudhary,
along with senior Army
and CRPF officers, district
police personnel and mar-
tyrs’ families, paid hom-
age at the Martyrs’ Monu-
ment at DPL Shopian.

In Pulwama, Deputy

Commissioner K.K. Sidha
and SSP Sahil Sarangal
led the ceremony by lay-
ing a wreath at the Mar-
tyrs’ Memorial. A Police
Martyrs’ Memorial Vol-
leyball Tournament was
also inaugurated to pro-
mote sportsmanship and
constructive engagement
among youth.

In Ganderbal, SSP
Harshal Rajesh Mahajan
chaired the ceremony
at  Qamariya Stadium,
where senior police of-
ficers, civil administra-
tion officials and family
members of martyrs paid
floral tributes.

In Budgam, the obser-
vance was held at District
Police Lines under the
supervision of SSP Har-
iprasad K K, with Dep-
uty Commissioner Jatin
Kishore also present.

In Baramulla, the cere-
mony at DPL was attended
by the DIG North Kash-
mir Range, Deputy Com-
missioner Baramulla, SSP
Baramulla, senior Army
and Central Armed Police
Forces officers, and fami-
lies of police martyrs.

Minister Sakeena Invites Global
Travellers To Explore J&K

SRINAGAR: Minister for Health and Medical Education, Social
Welfare and Education, Sakeena Itoo on Wednesday invited global
tour operators, travel agencies and tourism stakeholders to explore
Jammu and Kashmir’s tourism potential as she led a high-level del-
egation at ITB Asia 2026 in Singapore.

As per details collected by KNO, Itoo also jointly inaugurated
the India Pavilion at the international travel trade event alongside
Indian High Commissioner to Singapore, Dr Shilpak Ambule, to pro-
mote Jammu and Kashmir as a destination for domestic and inter-
national tourists.

The delegation held a series of business-to-business interac-
tions and strategic meetings with international tour operators,
travel trade associations, government representatives and other
stakeholders to explore partnerships and expand the Union Terri-
tory’s presence in the global tourism market.

“Jammu and Kashmir has immense tourism potential and our
endeavour is to showcase its diversity to the world. From its breath-
taking landscapes and vibrant cultural traditions to pilgrimage
tourism, adventure activities and winter sports, the Union Territory
offers unique experiences for visitors throughout the year,” Itoo said.

She said international tourism platforms such as ITB Asia pro-
vide valuable opportunities to connect with global stakeholders,
strengthen partnerships and expand the reach of Jammu and Kash-
mir’s tourism sector.

“Our participation at ITB Asia reflects J&K Government’s com-
mitment to promoting Jammu and Kashmir on the international
tourism map. We invite tour operators, travel agencies, investors
and tourism professionals from across the world to explore the op-
portunities available in Jammu and Kashmir and partner with us in
promoting its tourism potential,” she added.

During the interactions, the delegation showcased the region’s
leisure and pilgrimage destinations, adventure tourism circuits,
winter sports, offbeat locations and cultural and heritage attrac-
tions. It also encouraged international travel operators to include
Jammu and Kashmir in their travel packages and destination port-
folios. (KNO)

J&K Handicapped Association Presses
Government On Disability Rights

SRINAGAR: The J&K Handicapped Association staged a protest
at Press Enclave in Srinagar on Wednesday, urging the Jammu and
Kashmir government to address the long-pending demands of per-
sons with disabilities, including enhanced social security, employ-
ment opportunities, accessible public infrastructure and effective
implementation of disability rights legislation.

The Association called for the immediate appointment of a Dis-
ability Commissioner, stating that the post had remained vacant
for around one-and-a-half years, affecting the protection of the
rights and welfare of persons with disabilities.

The protesters demanded full implementation of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, across Jammu and Kashmir, a
special recruitment drive for qualified candidates with disabilities,
and anincrease in the monthly pension from 1,250 to 3,000. It also
sought implementation of reservation provisions in government
and semi-government employment, including 4 per cent reserva-
tion in promotions and transfers for employees with disabilities,
and the re-advertisement of backlog vacancies dating back to1998.

Among its other demands, the Association sought greater rep-
resentation of persons with disabilities in elected and government
bodies, including the Assembly, municipalities and panchayats, as
well as their inclusion in decision-making committees and district
development meetings. It also called forimproved access to educa-
tional institutions, better reservation opportunities in colleges and
universities, accessible textbooks and digital platforms, and Braille
schools in every district.

The Association further demanded accessible roads, bridges,
parking areas, offices and banking facilities, along with separate
service counters for persons with disabilities in government offices,
semi-government institutions and banks. It called for low-interest
loans, subsidies, employment opportunities under MGNREGA and
other government schemes, exemption from job application fees,
tax relief and at least 4 per cent reservation in shopping complexes
and plots developed by government departments. [KNT]

Zainapora Residents Seek
Upgradation Of CHC

SHOPIAN: Residents of Zainapora and adjoining areas of south
Kashmir's Shopian district have urged the government to upgrade
the Community Health Centre (CHC) Zainapora by strengthening
its infrastructure, ensuring adequate manpower and introducing
essential diagnostic and specialised services, saying the facility ca-
ters to a large population and serves as a crucial healthcare institu-
tion for the area.

Residents have called for round-the-clock X-ray services, in-
stallation of laparoscopic equipment, ultrasound (USG) facilities,
adequate deployment of doctors and paramedical staff, compre-
hensive laboratory testing services, and the immediate operation-
alisation of a dialysis centre inaugurated months ago but still not
functional. (KNO)

Scooter Rider Killed In Hit-and-
Run At Dogra Chowk

JAMMU: A young man was killed on the spot after his scooter was
hit by an unidentified vehicle at Dogra Chowk in Jammu on Wednes-
day morning.

The deceased has been identified as Harpreet Singh, a resident
of Gandhi Nagar. He was riding scooter bearing registration number
JKO2AT-6455 and was reportedly returning home after dropping a
child at school when the accident occurred.

Police have registered a case and initiated an investigation to
identify and trace the vehicle involved in the accident and appre-
hend its driver. [KNT]

DC Jammu Inspects Old City
Bazaars Ahead Of Festive Season

JAMMU: Deputy Commissioner Jammu Minga Sherpa conducted
an extensive tour of different parts of the old city including Rag-
hunath Bazar, Hari Market, Kanak Mandi, Parade and Purani Mandi
area to review arrangements ahead of the upcoming festive season.

The DC was accompanied by Additional Deputy Commissioner
Jammu, Ansuya Jamwal; Additional CEO Jammu Smart City, Kulb-
hushan Khajuria; Joint Commissioner JMC, Abdul Sattar; Executive
Engineers of Jal Shakti, JPDCL, PWD, officers of JMC and other con-
cerned departments.

During the visit, the DC along with a team of officers walked
through the bazaars and took stock of traffic management, street
lighting, condition of footpaths and the overall upkeep of the market
areas. He also interacted with shopkeepers and representatives of ba-
zaar associations and listened to their concerns and suggestions.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC said the district administration
is committed to ensuring that all arrangements are in place so that
residents and visitors can celebrate the festivals in a safe, smooth
and hassle-free atmosphere. He also responded to queries raised by
members of the public. (Observer News Service)
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Pakistan, Turkiye, Qatar, Indonesia Sign Defence Pact

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, Turkiye, Qatar
and Indonesia on Wednesday signed
an agreement in Doha to bolster de-
fence cooperation and strengthen
their defensive capabilities.

The 'Badr Memorandum of Under-
standing’ was signed by Pakistani De-
fence Minister Khawaja Asif, his Turk-
ish counterpart Yasar Giiler, Qatar's
Deputy PM and Minister of State for
Defence Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrah-
man and Indonesia's Deputy Minister
of Defence Yusuf Jauhari, the Turkish
defence ministry said in a statement.

Pakistan's Foreign Office has yet to
comment on the signing of the Badr
pact, which seems to be named after
the site of the first major military en-
gagement between the early Muslims

and the tribes of Makkah in modern-
day Saudi Arabia.

The development comes months
after Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Tur-
kiye signed the Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement in August, under which
an attack against one of the countries
will be treated as an attack against all
of them.

"In a step that reflects the com-
mitment to strengthening joint co-
operation and developing strategic
partnerships, the 'Badr' multilateral
memorandum of understanding
was signed in the Qatari capital,”
Qatar's Ministry of Defence said in
a post on X.

It said the pact "aims to foster
cooperation in the field of defence
manufacturing, enhance defence ca-
pabilities among the four countries,

and promote collaboration in techni-
cal defence training and research and
development fields, thereby contrib-
uting to the creation of solutions and
industries befitting the development
of modern defences."

This agreement "holds significant
economic importance for the sig-
natory countries, as it will leverage
each country's capabilities in defence
manufacturing, achieving coopera-
tion, integration, and the develop-
ment of defence industry capaci-
ties to meet the needs of allied and
friendly nations," the Qatari defence
ministry said.

The development comes amid es-
calating tensions in the Gulf region
and indications that the US might be
preparing for another round of fight-
ing with Iran.

Iran To Pakistan’s Army Chief: No Talks With
Washington Before Our Demands Are Met

Agencies

CAIRO: Iranian media reported
that Tehran informed Pakistan’s
Army Chief Asim Munir on Tues-
day that there would be no talks
with Washington until its de-
mands are met, reinforcing its po-
sition despite mediation efforts by
Islamabad.

The Iranian news agency
Nour News stated that President
Masoud Bezhakian discussed me-
diation efforts and regional de-
velopments during a meeting in
Tehran with Munir.

Pakistan is a key mediator be-
tween the United States and Iran.

Previous mediation efforts
led to the signing of a temporary
peace agreement in June.

However, the “Islamabad mem-
orandum” quickly faltered with
renewed fighting between Iran
and the United States just weeks
after its signing. Munir also met
with Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf.

An Iranian statement regard-
ing the meeting indicated that the
Iranian official emphasized that
Washington would not be able to
gain Tehran’s trust unless it meets
the seven conditions proposed
last month for reopening the
Strait of Hormuz.

The Iranian conditions include
ending the US blockade of its

ports, lifting sanctions on its oil
exports, and ending hostilities on
all fronts in the region.

The Secretary-General of the
Iranian Supreme National Secu-
rity Council, Mohsen Rezaei, con-
veyed a similar message during
a separate meeting with Munir,
stating that there would be no
talks with Washington until Teh-
ran’s demands are met.

Rezaei also mentioned that all
enriched nuclear materials would
remain in Iran, reaffirming the Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei’s position that uranium
enriched to weapon-grade levels
should not be sent abroad.

US Vice President JD Vance
stated this month that Iran must
significantly reduce its uranium
enrichment capacity to meet US
demands and end the ongoing
war between the two countries
that has lasted for eight months.

Israel, the United States, and
other Western countries have
long accused Iran of seeking to
acquire nuclear weapons, point-
ing to its uranium enrichment at
60 percent, a level far higher than
what is needed for civilian uses
and closer to the 90 percent re-
quired to produce a weapon.

Iran denies seeking to acquire
nuclear weapons.

Rubio Meets Adani, Tata Chiefs Before Reliance Refinery Visit

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI: US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio met Adani Group
chairman Gautam Adani and
Tata Sons chairman N Chan-
drasekaran in Mumbai on
Wednesday morning before
heading to Jamnagar in Guja-
rat to visit Reliance Industries'
giant oil-refining complex, the
world's largest single-site re-
finery, along with Vantara and
giga factories being developed
by the conglomerate.

Rubio, who arrived in Mum-
bai on Tuesday afternoon,
first met Adani, followed by a
meeting with Chandrasekaran,
sources said.

Neither side released details
of the meetings.

Adani heads one of India's
largest conglomerates, with
interests spanning ports, air-
ports, energy, logistics and
infrastructure. The group has
also been expanding its renew-
able-energy and manufactur-
ing businesses, sectors that are
central to India's ambitions to
strengthen domestic supply
chains and attract global in-
vestment.

Chandrasekaran, who leads
Tata Sons, the Tata Group's
holding company, oversees
a sprawling business empire
with interests in automobiles,
steel, information technol-
ogy, aviation, electronics, and

advanced manufacturing. The
group has been investing in
semiconductors and battery
technology as India seeks a
larger role in global technol-
ogy and manufacturing supply
chains.

Rubio's Jamnagar itinerary
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brings the focus to Reliance's
industrial complex, which
houses the world's largest
single-site oil refinery, with a
combined processing capacity
of about 1.4 million barrels per
day.

The site also hosts Vantara,
a wildlife rescue, treatment,
and rehabilitation initiative
launched by Reliance Indus-
tries and Reliance Foundation
under Anant Ambani's leader-
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ship. Spread across more than
3,500 acres, the centre focuses
on the care and rehabilitation
of injured, threatened and res-
cued animals, alongside wild-
life conservation efforts.
Another major component
of the Jamnagar complex is Re-

liance's planned new-energy
manufacturing hub, the Dhi-
rubhai Ambani Green Energy
Giga Complex. Spread across
more than 5,000 acres, the
project is designed to house
factories for solar photovoltaic
modules, battery energy stor-
age, green hydrogen electrolys-
ers, fuel cells and power elec-
tronics.

The investments form part
of Reliance Chairman Mukesh
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Ambani's strategy to build a
large integrated clean-energy
business alongside the group's
established oil refining and
petrochemicals operations. The
facilities are intended to sup-
port India's energy transition
and reduce dependence on
imported clean-energy equip-
ment.

Sources said Rubio will visit
all three before flying back to
the US.

The visit comes as India
and the United States seek to
deepen commercial and stra-
tegic ties, with energy security,
manufacturing and technology
among the areas of potential
cooperation.

Rubio's Jamnagar visit puts
energy and industrial invest-
ment at the centre of his India
trip, with the Reliance complex
emerging as a focal point for
potential cooperation between
Washington and New Delhi on
global oil supplies.

The refinery's ability to
process a wide range of crude
grades makes it strategically
significant as the United States
explores expanding markets
for Venezuelan oil and India
seeks to diversify its energy
supplies.

Rubio has said Washington
is in discussions with Reliance
about refining more Venezu-
elan crude as production in the
South American country rises.
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