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Mufti Regrets 'Slip 
of Tongue' Remark 
At Jantar Mantar

Govt Jobs Alone Can't End 

Unemployment: LG Sinha

PoK Polls A 
'Cosmetic 
Exercise':India
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India on Tuesday 
described the ongoing local 
body elections in Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir (PoK) as an 
attempt by Islamabad to cam-
ouflage its illegal occupation 
and hide its "grave" human 
rights violations in the region.

Voting in PoK began this 
week for the first round of lo-
cal legislative elections amid 
widespread violence.

"The current cosmetic elec-
toral exercise is nothing but 
an attempt by Pakistan to 
camouflage its illegal occupa-
tion and hide its grave human 
rights violations in the re-
gion," External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said at his bi-weekly media 
briefing.

He reiterated that the entire 
Union territories of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh, in-
cluding the areas currently 
under Pakistan's | More on P6

2 Held In  
Baramulla For Rape, 
Filming Assault
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Two men have been ar-
rested for allegedly gang raping 
a 21-year-old woman, recording 
the assault on a mobile phone, and 
threatening her into silence in north 
Kashmir's Baramulla district, police 
said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference, 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Baramulla Gurinderpal Singh 
said the woman approached Police 
Station Baramulla on July 25 and 
lodged a written complaint alleging 
that the crime had taken place on 
July 3 at Jalsheeri Drangbal.

According to the complaint, the 
woman had gone to the picnic spot 
with a male friend | More on P6

FDA Bans  
Unsafe Sauce Batch 
Across J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Food and Drugs 
Administration (FDA), Jammu and 
Kashmir, has prohibited the sale of 
a batch of Snack Dressing (Sauce) 
marketed under the brand "Nirmal 
Fruits Products" across the Union 
Territory after it was declared un-
safe and misbranded by the National 
Food Laboratory (NFL), Ghaziabad.

The order, issued under the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 2006, also 
directs the immediate withdrawal and 
recall of the affected batch from the 
market in the interest of public health.

The prohibited | More on P6

39 Yatris Hurt After Bus Skids Off Road In Ganderbal

LG visits SKIMS, CM directs best treatment for injured

1.2 Cr People Reached Under 

Anti-Drug Campaign In J&K
Centre says 69 lakh youth, 51 lakh women reached; 

8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras join anti-drug drive

Sessions Court Sets 
Aside Order Against 
SSP Srinagar
Issues Guidelines For 
Streamlining Execution 
Of Judicial Processes
M Ahmad

Srinaga: A Sessions Court here has 
set aside a lower court's order di-
recting the registration of a criminal 
case against Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Srinagar, GV Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, while simultane-
ously laying down a comprehensive 
mechanism for the execution of ju-
dicial processes within the district.

The court of 2nd Additional 
Sessions Judge Srinagar, presided 
over by Naushad Ahmad Khan 
passed the order while allowing a 
criminal revision petition filed by 
the | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: : Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday 
expressed regret over her con-
troversial remarks at the re-
cent Jantar Mantar protest, de-
scribing them as a "slip of the 
tongue" and clarifying that the 
statement had been taken out 
of context.

Addressing a press conference 
on the party's 27th Foundation 
Day in Srinagar, the former chief 
minister maintained that the 
viral video of her remarks was 
authentic and had not been 
doctored.

"I gave bytes to a lot of people 
there. In one byte I said there is 
militancy and intended to say 
'bahana banta hai', but due to 
the rush of media interactions 
I could not utter the word 'ba-
hana'. I thought I had said that," 

Mehbooba said.
Rejecting claims that the clip 

had been manipulated, she said, 
"I wouldn't say the video is fake; 
it is genuine."

She said she has consistently 
raised issues concerning the 
rights, dignity and democratic 
aspirations of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir through-
out her political career, adding 
that the controversial remark 
did not reflect her intended 
message.

Reaffirming the PDP's po-
litical stand, Mehbooba an-
nounced that the party would 
hold peaceful protests across 
Jammu and Kashmir on August 
5 to press for the restoration of 
Articles 370 and 35A.

She said the PDP had adopted 
a political resolution reaffirm-
ing the vision of its founder, late 
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, cen-
tred on  | More on P6

Rain Lashes J&K Parts; 

Wet Weather Till Aug 4
Cloudburst Triggers Flash Floods In Bandipora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Moderate to heavy 
rainfall lashed several parts 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday, while a cloudburst 
in north Kashmir's Bandipora 
district triggered flash floods, 
prompting the Meteorological 
Department to warn of more 
rain and weather-related 
hazards across the Union 
Territory over the coming 
days.

According to the 
Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar, moderate to heavy 
rainfall was recorded in 
parts of Kupwara, Handwara, 
Sopore and Bandipora in 
north Kashmir. Heavy show-
ers were also reported from 

Ganderbal, Kokernag and sev-
eral areas of south Kashmir's 
Anantnag district.

In the Jammu region, rain 
lashed Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban, 
Doda and Kishtwar districts.

Cloudburst Triggers Flash 
Floods

A cloudburst struck the 
Nagmarg area of Bandipora 
district, sending a surge of 
muddy water and debris 
through downstream villages 
and triggering | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: More than 1.20 crore 
people, including 69.14 lakh 
youth and 51.20 lakh women, 
have been sensitised under the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA) in Jammu and Kashmir, 
while 8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras 
have joined the anti-drug cam-
paign across the Union Territory, 
the Centre informed Parliament 
on Tuesday.

In a written reply to an un-
starred question by Srinagar MP 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi in the 
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment said the 

campaign is being implemented 
through awareness programmes, 
de-addiction services, counselling 
and rehabilitation facilities.

The ministry said the 
Department of Social Justice and 
Empowerment is implementing 
the National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: At least 39 
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims 
were injured on Tuesday af-
ter the bus they were travel-
ling in skidded off the road 

and crashed into a house in 
Ganiwan area of Ganderbal 
district, officials said.

The accident occurred 
when the driver reportedly 
lost control of the bus while 
negotiating a curve. The 

vehicle veered off the road 
and landed on a vacant house, 
causing extensive damage to 
the structure. Officials said 
the house prevented the bus 
from plunging into the near-
by Sindh | More on P6

Says youth are the 

makers of India's future

Pushes industry-academia 

partnership, skill-based hiring

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said 
unemployment cannot be ad-
dressed through government 
jobs alone, stressing the need 
to align education with indus-
try requirements, promote 
entrepreneurship and expand 
private sector employment 
opportunities.

Addressing the 77th 
State-Level Mega Job Fair at 
Amar Singh College here, 
the Lieutenant Governor 
said government vacancies 
were limited and called for 

a collaborative approach in-
volving educational institu-
tions, industry and skill devel-
opment initiatives to create 

sustainable employment.
"Government jobs alone 

cannot solve unemployment. 
We need to align skills with 
industry needs, promote 
private sector job creation 
through MSMEs and SMEs, 
and bridge the transition 
from college to the workplace 
through internships, mentor-
ships and career guidance," 
Sinha said.

The Mega Job Fair, organised 
by Desh Bhagat University 
in collaboration with Cluster 
University Srinagar, NIELIT, 
Nations Development 
Association (NDA) and MY 

Bharat, brought together 
more than 50 companies from 
sectors including informa-
tion technology, healthcare, 
banking, manufacturing, re-
tail, hospitality, logistics and 
engineering.

Describing the event as 
a platform where "dreams 
meet direction and education 
meets industry", Sinha said 
such initiatives instil confi-
dence in young people while 
directly connecting them with 
employment opportunities.

"You are not merely job-
seekers. You are the makers 
of India's future. | More on P6
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Waqf's Friday 
Sermon Move 
Sparks Row In J&K

Fresh Snowfall In Upper Reaches, Rain Brings Chill To Kashmir
Gulmarg, Sonamarg, Zojila Among Areas To Receive Snow; Wet Spell To Continue Till Oct 15

India Hits Back 
At China Over 
Ladakh Map
Observer News Service

New Delhi- India and China 
exchanged sharp statements 
on Tuesday after Beijing ob-
jected to New Delhi assign-
ing standardised names to 28 
strategic locations and geo-
graphical features in Ladakh, 
including areas along the 
disputed Himalayan frontier 
where the two countries' 
troops were involved in a 
prolonged military standoff.

India rejected China's 
objection, reiterating that 
Ladakh was an integral part 
of its territory, while Beijing 
maintained that the west-
ern sector of the China-India 
boundary belonged to China.

The dispute followed an 
October 2 | More on P6

CORRIGENDUM
The photograph 

published alongside 
the story, “Blast Near 

LoC In Poonch Triggers 
Security Alert,” in the 

October 13 edition 
of Kashmir Observer 

was inadvertently 
incorrect. The per-
son pictured is the 

Director of Information, 
Government of Jammu 

and Kashmir, and is 
not associated with 

the story. The error is 
regretted.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Higher reaches 
of Kashmir received fresh 
snowfall while rain and gusty 
winds lashed the plains, in-
cluding Srinagar, on Tuesday, 

bringing down daytime 
temperatures across the 
Valley as the Meteorological 
Department forecast a wet 
spell till October 15.

Fresh snowfall was report-
ed from several high-altitude 

areas, including Gulmarg, 
Sonamarg, Gurez Valley, 
Razdan Pass in Bandipora, 
Wussan in Ganderbal, the 
Zojila axis, Sadhna Top and 
Sinthan Top. Mount Affarwat 
in Gulmarg and areas near 

Harmukh Peak also received 
fresh snow.

The weather conditions 
followed the influence of an 
active Western Disturbance 
over Jammu and Kashmir. 
Intermittent 

Political Leaders 
Oppose Move, Allege 
Religious Interference

Andrabi Says No Order 
Issued, Scholars Free To 
Decide Sermon Topics

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Waqf Board’s proposal 
to introduce common themes 
for Friday sermons across its 
affiliated mosques and reli-
gious institutions has triggered 
a political and religious con-
troversy, with Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti and several re-
ligious and political figures op-
posing the move.

Waqf Board chairperson Dr 
Syed Darakhshan Andrabi, how-
ever, on Tuesday clarified that 
no order had been issued mak-
ing uniform Friday sermons 
mandatory, asserting that re-
ligious scholars and preachers 
were free to decide the subjects 
they wished to address.

Addressing a press conference 
in Srinagar, Andrabi said neither 

she nor any Waqf Board offi-
cial could dictate what should 
be preached from the pulpit, 
maintaining that the decision 
rested with independent reli-
gious scholars, preachers and 
sermon-givers.

“Even Darakhshan Andrabi 
cannot take any decision, nor 
can my officer take any decision. 
It is the decision of the indepen-
dent scholars, our preachers, 
our sermonists, that we should 
try to remove the vices in soci-
ety,” she said.

She said the initiative was 
intended to draw attention to 
pressing social concerns, par-
ticularly those affecting the 
younger generation, including 
drug abuse, family issues, sui-
cide and mental trauma.

“If we want to talk about 
drugs today, then we will talk 
about drugs. | More on P6

SC To Hear Plea Against  

Immunity Law For CEC, ECs

CJP Leaders Booked; INDIA 
Bloc Plans Legal Challenge

Delhi Police on Tuesday registered an 
FIR against Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) leaders Saurav Das, Ashutosh 

Ranka and other members for allegedly 
entering the Jantar Mantar | More on P6

Shah Targets Rahul,  
Warns of 2029 Poll Defeat

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday hit out at Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi over the opposition 

protests against CEC Gyanesh Kumar and 
said they should be prepared | More on P6

2 Killed, 7 Injured 
In Road Mishaps
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Two people, including 
a 12-year-old girl, were killed 
and seven others injured in 
three separate road accidents in 
Rajouri, Ramban and Doda dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday, officials said.

The girl, identified as Afiya 
Kousar, was travelling with her 
father, Abdul Fareed, and grand-
father, Makhna, in a car from 
their native Bhangai village in 
Thanamandi towards Rajdhani 
when the vehicle skidded off 
the road and overturned in a 
nearby field at Islampur village 
in Rajouri district.

The accident occurred on 
Tuesday afternoon, officials 
said.

Rescuers shifted the injured 
to a hospital for treatment, 
while the | More on P6

Power, Water Promises  

Test NC’s Two-Year Record

PM Scholarship Scheme Hits 

94.3% Of Annual Target In J&K

DGP Directs JKP To Intensify 

Intelligence-Led Operations

Darbar Move To Jammu On Oct 31, 

Nov 1; CM Reviews Arrangements

CM Meets 
Delegations On 
Film Promotion, 
Industry, Education

Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Tuesday 
met several delega-

tions and individuals at 
the Civil Secretariat here, 
discussing issues related to 
film promotion, industrial 
infrastructure, regional de-
velopment, education and 
youth empowerment.
Filmmaker Onir, associ-
ated with Anticlock Films, 
Mumbai, called on the Chief 
Minister and discussed 
matters | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Director General 
of Police Nalin Prabhat on 
Tuesday directed officers of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Police 
(JKP) to strengthen opera-
tional preparedness, enhance 
inter-agency coordination 
and remain vigilant to address 
emerging security challenges 
and maintain peace across the 
Union Territory.

Chairing an operational 
review meeting in hybrid 
mode at Police Control Room 
(PCR) Kashmir here, the DGP 

emphasised the need to 
strengthen the professional 
competence and operational 
readiness of the force.

“All officers should remain 
alert, proactive, and opera-
tionally prepared,” he said.

At the outset, senior offi-
cers briefed the DGP on op-
erational preparedness, key 
security developments and 
measures being undertaken to 
maintain peace and security 
across Jammu and Kashmir. 
They also highlighted efforts 
to strengthen intelligence-
gathering | More on P6

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 13: The 
Supreme Court on Tuesday 
agreed to hear a plea chal-
lenging the validity of a pro-
vision of a 2023 law that 
grants immunity to the chief 
election commissioner and 
election commissioners in 
respect of certain acts under-
taken in the discharge of their 
official duties.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and V 
Mohana issued notice to 
the Centre and the Election 

Commission seeking their 
responses on the plea filed 
by NGO Association for 
Democratic Reforms.

The plea has sought to de-
clare Section 16 of the Chief 
Election Commissioner and 
Other Election Commissioners 
(Appointment, Conditions 
of Service and Term of 
Office) Act, 2023 to be 
unconstitutional.

Section 16 of the Act says, 
"Notwithstanding anything 
contained in any other law 
for the time being in force, 
no court shall entertain or 
continue any civil or crimi-
nal proceedings against any 
person who is or was a Chief 
Election Commissioner or an 
Election  | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Prime Minister's 
Special Scholarship Scheme 
(PMSSS) has achieved 94.3 per 
cent of its annual target for 
the academic session 2026–27 
in Jammu and Kashmir, with 
4,715 scholarships allotted 
against the target of 5,000, an 
official said on Tuesday.

PMSSS provides students of 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
through the All India Council 
for Technical Education (AICTE) 
counselling process, an oppor-
tunity to pursue undergraduate 
studies in institutions outside 
these Union Territories, with 
financial support towards aca-
demic fees and maintenance 
expenses. The scheme aims to 
improve access to quality high-
er education, enhance skills 
and expand employment op-
portunities for youth.

During the current academic 
session 2026–27, 1,894 scholar-
ships have been allotted under 
general degree courses against 

2070, 2,741 scholarships under 
professional courses against 
2,830 and 80 scholarships un-
der medical and BDS courses 
against the target of 100, an of-
ficial spokesman said.

He said the current achieve-
ment is significantly higher 
than the full-year figures re-
corded during the previous 
three academic sessions.

PMSSS had recorded 3,627 
beneficiaries in 2023–24, 3,674 
in 2024–25 and 3,585 in 2025–
26. The current-year allotment 
is already 1,130 higher than 
the 2025–26 figure, registering 
an increase of around 31.5 per 
cent, the spokesman said.

He said the Higher Education 
Department, Government of 
J-K, has been facilitating and 
coordinating the implementa-
tion of PMSSS in the UT, includ-
ing timely commencement of 
registration and counselling, 
besides facilitating through 
facilitation centres and facili-
tation-cum-document verifica-
tion centres | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Two years after the 
National Conference (NC) 
formed the government in 
Jammu and Kashmir, several 
of its key commitments on 
electricity and drinking water 
remain at different stages of 
implementation, with some 
yet to move beyond the an-
nouncement stage.

The party had outlined an 
eight-point agenda in its 2024 
Assembly election manifesto, 
covering 200 units of free 
electricity, the transfer of hy-
dropower projects from the 
National Hydroelectric Power 
Corporation (NHPC) to Jammu 
and Kashmir, a one-time set-
tlement of electricity arrears, 
relief in industrial power 

tariffs, free drinking water 
and improved access to water 
in remote areas.

The agenda also included 
plugging leakages in the im-
plementation of the Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) and increasing 
Jammu and Kashmir’s share 
of free power generated by 
NHPC-owned projects from 10 
per cent to 40 per cent.

However, progress across 
these areas has been un-
even. While a free electricity 
scheme has moved towards 
implementation for a limited 
category of households, other 
measures, including the pro-
posed transfer of hydropower 
projects and the expansion 
of the Union Territory’s free-
power share, have yet to see 
concrete action.

The government’s first bud-
get narrowed the scope of 
the 200-unit free electricity 
commitment to households 
covered under the Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana (AAY), a category 
accounting for around 8.6 
per cent of the population. 
The scheme remains at the 
tendering stage, leaving its 
implementation dependent 
on the completion of the re-
quired process.

The proposed transfer of 
hydropower projects from 
NHPC to Jammu and Kashmir 
has also seen no visible move-
ment, with no proposal under 
consideration for taking the 
process forward.

The issue is significant for 
the Union Territory, which 
continues to | More on P6

Directs Security, Transport, 

Healthcare Arrangements; 

Winter Secretariat To 

Function In Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Tuesday reviewed 

arrangements for the Darbar 
Move Session 2026–27, direct-
ing departments to ensure a 
smooth and secure transition 
of government offices from 
Srinagar to Jammu, with ad-
equate transport, security, 
healthcare and accommodation 
facilities for employees.

Chairing a | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The DOB OF my daughter has been wrongly written in SCHOOL 
RECORDS AS 10-11-2013 While her correct DOB is 10-11-2012. 
Now I have applied for the correcction of the same if anybody 
has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in the 
Govt High School Hardu Aboora within seven days. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 
Altaf Ahmad Khanday 
F/o Humaira Altaf 	 bmg
R/o Hardu Aboora 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Adhar card 
bearing No 966785504985 the  name is entered as GH HUSSAN 
KUMAR S/O GH MUSTAFA KUMAR while My actual name is 
GH HUSSAIN KUMAR S/O MUSTAFA KUMAR.  Now i want its 
correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection may 
contact Concern department with in a period of seven days. No 
objection shall be entertained after that.
GH HUSSAIN KUMAR  
S/O MUSTAFA KUMAR  	 mcb
R/o KAKANMARAN BUDGAM. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Adhar card 
bearing No 7915 0651 3501 the name is entered as JAISHA 
BHAT while my actual name is JAISHA BILAL. Now i want its 
correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection may 
contact Concern department with in a period of seven days. No 
objection shall be entertained after that. 
JAISHA BILAL 
D/O BILAL AHMAD BHAT 	 mcb
R/o RAJ BAGH SRINAGAR. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Adhar card 
bearing No 6201 9015 6491 the name is entered as Riyaz Ahmed 
Khan while my actual name is Reyaz Ahmad Khan. Now i want 
its correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection 
may contact Concern department with in a period of seven 
days. No objection shall be entertained after that. 
REYAZ AHMAD KHAN 
S/O NOOR MOHAMMAD KHAN 	 mcb
R/o PAMPOSH COLONY NATIPORA. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have applied for the issuance of Fertilizer licence under name 
and style “Samit traders” . If anybody has any objection in this 
regard he/she may file them in the concerned office within 
seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
  Shamima Akther 
W/o. Bashir Ahmad Tantray 
Palhallan Pattan 	 District. Bla	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
Subject: Notice regarding issuance of Legal Heir Certificate 
Public at large is hereby informed that an application has been 
submitted before the concerned authority for issuance of a 
Legal Heir Certificate in respect of Late Ghulam Mohammad 
Sheikh S/o Abdul Rahman Sheikh R/o Aqilpora Razwen Tehsil 
Magam District Budgam date of death 10-05-2026.
The deceased is stated to have left behind the following legal 
heirs:

Shah Bano Wife of deceased.

Sheikh Siraj Ul Alam Son of deceased.

Mudasir Ahmad Sheikh Son of deceased.

Mehbooba Akhter Daughter of deceased

Jabeena Akhter Daughter of deceased

Shameema Akhter Daughter of deceased

Irshada Akhter Daughter of deceased

Any person having any objection, claim, interest or information 
contrary to the above-mentioned facts and proposed issuance 
of the Legal Heir Certificate is hereby called upon to file the 
same before the concerned authority within 15 days from the 
date of publication of this notice.
In case no objection is received within the stipulated period, the 
matter shall be processed in accordance with the applicable 
rules and the Legal Heir Certificate may be issued in favour of 
the persons found entitled thereto.
Applicant
Sheikh Siraj Ul Alam	 BMG
S/o Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh
R/o Aqilpora Razwen Magam

PUBLIC NOTICE
Subject: Legal Heirship of Late Ghulam Ahmad Parray
I, Fatima Begum, W/o Late Ghulam Ahmad Parray, R/o Goigam, 
Tehsil Kawarhama, District Baramulla, J&K UT, hereby inform 
the general public that my husband, Late Ghulam Ahmad 
Parray, S/o Munawar Parray, passed away on 01-04-2026.
The following are the legal heirs of my deceased husband:
Fatima Begum – Wife, Age 77 years
Ashaq Hussain Parray – Son, Age 32 years
Posha Bano – Daughter, Age 31 years
Umar Ahmad Parray – Son, Age 26 years
Snowber Gul – Daughter, Age 18 years
Rabiya Jan – Daughter, Age 14 years
Any person having any objection regarding the above-
mentioned legal heirs is hereby asked to file the same before 
the concerned Revenue Department within 07 (seven) days 
from the date of publication of this notice, failing which the 
matter shall be processed as per the applicable rules.

Sd/-
Fatima Begum
W/o Late Ghulam Ahmad Parray
R/o Goigam, Tehsil Kawarhama,
District Baramulla, J&K UT.	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
MOHD ARIF  S/O MOHD BASHIR  R/O bunikhet Buni  Khet ( 
Dhooni khet) DIST Punch  it is information for general Public 
that I want to apply for DEE Class Contractor Card if anybody 
is he/ she may contact at Chief Engineer CI &D Wing JKPDC 
Bemina within a period of seven days No objection Shall be 
entertained

AB

CBC 03112/11/0016/2627

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
Public Works (R&B) Department 

Civil Secretariat, Srinagar

Subject:  Representations for inclusion of names in the Final Seniority List of Junior Engineers (Civil), 
Diploma Holders.

NOTICE

DIPK-6670/26
dated: 13-10-2026

 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir  
Office of the Executive Engineer, Trans. Line Maintt. Division-VII,  

JKPTCL Bemina, Srinagar-190010 
Ph. No. 0194-3516481  e-mail: tlmd-vii.sgr @jk.gov.in  

*********** 
 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
 

e- NIT No- TLMD-7/08  of 2026-27. 
Dated: 13  - 10- 2026 

 
For and on behalf of the Managing Director JKPTCL J&K, e-tenders (in Two Covers) 

valid for 180 days from reputed, experienced and financially sound  Contractors/ Firms /Original 
Manufacturers fulfilling the eligibility criteria specified in the Standard Bidding Documents are 
invited for the works detailed below. e- Tenders need to be accompanied by earnest money 
deposit (EMD) @ 2% of the estimated cost in the shape of DD/CDR/FDR/BG from any 
Nationalized/Scheduled Bank pledged to Executive Engineer TLMD-VII JKPTCL Srinagar 

The Cost of Tender Documents shall be deposited through Bank Account of Executive 
Engineer Transmission Line Maintenance Division-7, Srinagar bearing CD A/C No. 
0367010200000182 and the bank receipt shall be uploaded 

The complete bidding process is online. Bids must be submitted online only. 
    The Standard Bidding Document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. 
 
 

S.# Scope of Work Qty Estimated 
Cost 

EMD @ 
2% 

Tender 
Fee 
Incl. 
GST 

Time of 
Completion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. 

 
 
Commissioning of 02 No. 
220kV Bays for LILO of 
220kV D/C Wagoora-
Budgam-Zainakote 
Transmission Line at GSS 
Budgam and Circuit-II bay 
of Wagoora Budgam                   

 
 
 

Complete 
Job 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Rs. 
70.56 Lac 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rs. 
1.41 Lac 

 
 
 
Rs. 
1000.00 

 
 

 
120 Days 

 
The information regarding schedule of downloading of the tender document, seeking of 

clarifications and submission dates thereof is as per the table below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office of the Executive Engineer, Trans. Line Maintt. 

Division-VII, JKPTCL Bemina, Srinagar-190010
Ph. No. 0194-3516481	 e-mail: tlmd-vii.sgr @jk.gov.in

* ***

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e- NIT No-TLMD-7/08 of 2026-27.   Dated: 13-10-2026

 

 
CRITICAL DATES 

 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 13-10-2026 

 Online Start date of downloading  of Tender 
Documents  

14-10-2026 (10:00 Hrs.) 

 Bid  clarification start date 14-10-2026  (11:00 Hrs.) 

 Bid  clarification end date 17-10-2026 (14:00 Hrs.) 

 Online Start date & time of e-Bid submission  17-10-2026 (11:00 Hrs.) 

 Online Last date & time of e-Bid submission  07-11-2026 (14:00 Hrs.) 

 Online Techno-Commercial Bids Opening Date & 
time  

09-11-2026 (12:00Hrs.) 

 Venue for opening of Bids  Office of the Executive Engineer  
TLMD-VII Srinagar 

 
 Position of Administrative Approval  = Accorded  
 Position of Funds       = Alloted 
 Major Head              = UT Capex Budget 2026-27  
 Only the bidders possessing the qualifying criteria as mentioned in the SBD should 

participate in the bidding process. 
 Clarifications if any can be sought from the office of the under signed one-mail tlmd-vii. 

sgr@jk.gov.in  
 Before participating in the bids, the bidder shall acquaint himself with the site of work 

and local conditions. 
 The Department reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without assigning any 

reason thereof. 
                                                                                                                           

Sd/-  
Executive Engineer 

 TLMD-VII Srinagar 
No: TLMD-7/ 2850-53      
Dated:       13-10-2026 
Copy to the:-      
1. Chief Engineer, Transmission JKPTCL Kashmir, Sinagar for information 
2. Superintending Engineer, O&M Circle -2nd, JKPTCL Srinagar, for information. 
3. Director, J&K Information Department Srinagar (e-mail: infk-advt@jk.gov.in) for 

information and necessary action.  It is requested to publish this e-NIT in three 
leading local Newspapers ensuring wide publicity. 

4. Assistant Executive Engineer Sub Division-I, TLMD-VII Srinagar for information. 
5. Notice Board. 

       
 
       Sd/- 

                     Executive Engineer 
                                                                                                               TLMD-VII Srinagar 

 
 
 

DIPK-NB-1870/26
DATED: 13-10-2026

PUBLIC NOTICE 

ww It is notified for the information of the general public that 
my original Class 12th Discharge Certificate (DC) and Character 
Certificate (CC) issued by Government Higher Secondary 
School, Tilgam have been lost/misplaced. The duplicates of 
the same have been prepared vide File No. 2 and Serial No. 262 
dated 30/01/2024. If anyone finds the original certificates, 
please return them to the address mentioned below or contact 
the school authorities within 7 days from the publication of this 
notice. Objections, if any, should be filed before the Principal 
of Government Higher Secondary School, Tilgam, within the 
stipulated time. Any misuse of the lost original certificates shall 
not be my responsibility.
Candidate Name: Farhat Jan
Father's Name: Ghulam Ahmad Teli
Residence: Chandeer Seer, Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K;
Class: 12th	 fko

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 
Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 
Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, 
Security System and Refilling of all Types 
of Cartridges, Toners 
Registered 
Government 
order Suppliers.
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Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Cultural Unit Kashmir of the Depart-
ment of Information and Public Relations (DIPR), 
in collaboration with Islamia College of Science and 
Commerce, Srinagar, on Tuesday organised a day-
long awareness programme under the Nasha Mukt 
Abhiyan, calling for collective efforts to protect young 
people from the growing menace of drug abuse.

The programme aimed to sensitise students about 
the harmful consequences of substance abuse and en-
courage them to adopt a healthy, responsible and pro-

ductive lifestyle. Principal of Islamia College of Science 
and Commerce, Dr Aijaz Ahmad Hakak, emphasised 
that creating awareness about drug abuse was a collec-
tive responsibility and a duty of every individual.

He called upon students, teachers and mem-
bers of civil society to work together to safeguard 
the younger generation from the devastating con-
sequences of substance abuse, stressing the impor-
tance of sustained awareness and community par-
ticipation in tackling the problem.

Addressing the gathering, Assistant Exhibi-
tion and Cultural Officer of Cultural Unit Kashmir, 

DIPR, Syed Shakeel Shan, urged students to recon-
nect with Kashmir’s rich Sufi heritage and the time-
less teachings of Sufi saints, which promote peace, 
compassion, discipline and moral integrity.

He stressed the importance of respecting elders, 
following their guidance and strengthening moral 
values to resist negative influences and make re-
sponsible choices in life.

Shan also encouraged students to focus on edu-
cation, creativity, innovation and social service, ob-
serving that meaningful engagement in constructive 
activities could play an important role in preventing 

substance abuse and fostering a healthier society.
The programme featured thematic skits, musi-

cal performances and awareness speeches present-
ed by artists of Cultural Unit Kashmir and National 
Service Scheme (NSS) volunteers of the college.

Through creative performances and thought-
provoking presentations, the participants high-
lighted the harmful effects of drug addiction and 
conveyed a strong message against substance abuse. 
The performances also underscored the importance 
of individual responsibility and collective action in 
promoting a drug-free society.

DIPR, Islamia College Hold Awareness 
Programme to Combat Drug Abuse

Observer News Service

Srinagar: PARAS Health Srinagar has 
announced joint replacement surgeries 
for eligible patients under the Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB-PMJAY), in a move aimed at 
improving access to specialised ortho-
paedic treatment for people facing finan-
cial constraints.

The initiative seeks to benefit patients 
suffering from debilitating knee and hip 
conditions that cause persistent pain, 
restrict mobility and affect their ability 
to perform everyday activities. An expe-
rienced team of orthopaedic specialists 
at the hospital will undertake the proce-
dures, supported by comprehensive clini-
cal care and hospital facilities.

The initiative is expected to provide 
financial relief to eligible beneficiaries 
who require joint replacement surgery but 
may find the cost of advanced treatment 
difficult to afford.

Dr Murtuza Habib, Facility Director, 
PARAS Health Srinagar, said the initia-
tive reflects the hospital's commitment 
to making quality healthcare more acces-
sible across Jammu and Kashmir.

“Joint pain and mobility-related prob-
lems can significantly affect a person's 

independence, confidence and everyday 
life. Through joint replacement surgeries 
under Ayushman Bharat, our endeavour 
is to help eligible patients access expert 
orthopaedic care without the burden of 
prohibitive treatment costs. Our team of 
specialists is committed to providing com-
prehensive care, with a focus on patient 
safety, recovery and improved quality of 
life,” he said.

Seema Vig, Senior Vice President and 
Regional Director, PARAS Health, said ac-
cess to quality healthcare should not be re-
stricted by financial circumstances.

“By extending joint replacement ser-
vices under Ayushman Bharat, we aim to 
support eligible patients in regaining mobil-
ity and living healthier, more independent 
lives. We remain committed to strength-
ening specialised healthcare services and 
bringing advanced treatment closer to the 
communities we serve,” she said.

Joint replacement surgery is com-
monly recommended for patients with se-
vere joint damage, advanced arthritis and 
other conditions that significantly impair 
movement and daily functioning. Depend-
ing on the patient's condition and clinical 
assessment, knee or hip replacement may 
be advised when other treatment options 
are no longer sufficient.

PARAS Srinagar Offers Joint Replacement 
Surgeries Under Ayushman Bharat
Initiative aims to make advanced orthopaedic care accessible to eligible patients

Lal Chowk Post 
Office To Remain 
Open Till 9 PM
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a move aimed at 
making postal services more 
accessible, the Lal Chowk Post 
Office in Srinagar will remain 
open till 9 pm instead of the ex-
isting 5 pm, allowing customers 
four additional hours to book 
mail and parcels.

In a statement issued, a 
spokesperson said the revised 
timings would particularly ben-
efit shopkeepers, business estab-
lishments and tourists visiting 
Lal Chowk, one of Srinagar’s 
busiest commercial hubs.

Adam Mohiuddin, IPoS, 
Senior Superintendent of Post 
Offices, said the extension was 
intended to make postal services 
more convenient for people who 
cannot visit the post office dur-
ing regular working hours.

“Extension of working 
hours is intended to make postal 
services more accessible and 
convenient for people, particu-
larly those unable to visit the 
post office during regular work-
ing hours,” Mohiuddin said.

MLA Tanvir Sadiq 
Lays Foundation 
Stone for Alipora 
Chowk Upgrade
Observer News Service

Srinagar: MLA Zadibal and Chief 
Spokesperson NC, Tanvir Sadiq 
has laid the foundation stone for 
the upgradation of Alipora Chowk 
at Bamk Mill Stop in Srinagar at 
an estimated cost of ₹82.97 lakh, 
aiming to improve traffic move-
ment and road safety at the busy 
junction.

The junction serves as an 
important link between the Haz-
ratbal Shrine and Soura Hospital 
and has witnessed frequent acci-
dents and severe traffic conges-
tion, Sadiq said in a statement 
shared on social media.

Emphasising the need to im-
prove urban infrastructure be-
yond routine road construction, 
Sadiq said junction improvements, 
drainage, macadamisation and 
better traffic management were es-
sential for making Srinagar’s roads 
safer and more accessible.

He said the development of 
key junctions would help ease 
traffic congestion, strengthen 
connectivity and contribute to the 
overall improvement of the city's 
infrastructure.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Secretary Tour-
ism, Avny Lavasa chaired 
an introductory meeting 
to review the overall func-
tioning, management and 
operational capability of 
the Sher-i-Kashmir Inter-
national Convention Cen-
tre (SKICC), the premier

Government-run inter-
national convention centre 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

On arrival, the Sec-
retary was accorded a 
warm welcome by SKICC 
officials led by the Direc-
tor General, SKICC, Muf-
ti Fareedudin.

During the meeting, the 
SKICC management gave 
a detailed presentation on 
the Centre's operational ca-
pability, its importance as a 
leading MICE (Meetings, In-
centives, Conferences and 
Exhibitions) destination, 
and other key aspects of its 
functioning. The Director 
General briefed the Secre-
tary on the current status 
of bookings, the revenue 
structure and the Centre's 
future plans.

Issues relating to the 

promotion of SKICC and 
its MICE services were 
also discussed. The Secre-
tary gave a patient hear-
ing to the issues raised and 
assured all possible sup-
port to take SKICC to new 
heights as a world-class 
convention destination.

Earlier, the Secretary 
toured the entire Centre to 
get a first-hand feel of its fa-
cilities and infrastructure.

The Secretary was ac-
companied by senior offi-
cers of the Department, in-
cluding Special Secretary 
Tourism, Suraj Parkash 
Rukwal, Director Planning 
and Director Finance.

Secretary Tourism Reviews 
Functioning Of SKICC

The SKICC management 
gave a detailed 
presentation on the 
Centre's operational 
capability, its importance 
as a leading MICE 
(Meetings, Incentives, 
Conferences and 
Exhibitions) destination, 
and other key aspects of 
its functioning
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Sermons Aren’t Scripts

T
he Jammu and Kashmir Waqf Board’s proposal for uniform 
Friday sermons has created a political and religious contro-
versy, drawing opposition from Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah, PDP president Mehbooba Mufti and Kashmir’s chief 

cleric, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. 
The dispute raises a basic question about the limits of adminis-

trative authority in religious affairs. 
An initiative presented as a means of promoting social harmony 

should not become a source of division.
The Board, headed by senior BJP leader Darakhshan Andrabi, 

proposed forming a core committee of muftis, imams and khateebs 
to identify common topics for Friday sermons at affiliated mosques 
and shrines. Its stated aims include promoting religious awareness, 
moral values, unity and social welfare. 

These are legitimate concerns, as religious scholars can play a 
constructive role in addressing drug addiction, family problems and 
other challenges facing communities.

The controversy, however, concerns who decides what religious 
leaders preach and whether common guidance could become an ad-
ministrative directive. 

Omar Abdullah called the move an unacceptable attempt by the 
BJP to interfere in Muslim religious affairs. Mehbooba Mufti de-
scribed it as interference in religious practice, while the Mutahida 
Majlis-e-Ulema, headed by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, argued that reli-
gious guidance belongs to recognised scholars and institutions rather 
than administrative authorities.

The Board chairperson has since denied that any order prescrib-
ing uniform sermons was issued and maintained that preachers re-
main free to choose their subjects. 

That clarification is important, but reports of the proceedings 
have raised questions about the initiative’s actual status. A Waqf 
Board official reportedly told clerics at an October 11 meeting that a 
directive for common sermons had been issued about a month earlier.

The Board must resolve this contradiction clearly. If the proposal 
involves voluntary coordination among scholars, it should say so ex-
plicitly and establish safeguards against compulsory implementation. 
If officials intend to prescribe sermon topics, the Board must explain 
the legal basis and limits of that authority. Public confidence cannot 
rest on conflicting accounts of what an institution intends to do.

There is a clear difference between scholars agreeing voluntarily 
to address shared social concerns and an administrative body direct-
ing religious discourse. A common discussion about drug addiction 
may benefit congregations, but local imams should retain the free-
dom to decide how such concerns relate to their communities. 

Religious guidance earns respect through knowledge, trust and 
the freedom to speak.

Political leaders should also avoid turning the dispute into an-
other contest that deepens communal suspicion. The issue warrants 
scrutiny without exaggerated claims about motives or consequences. 

The Board has administrative responsibilities concerning Waqf 
properties, and its work should remain focused on those duties while 
respecting religious independence.
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Farooq Ahmad Khan 

A 
minister can be appointed in an afternoon, 
but doing the job well takes knowledge of 
government, a good grasp of the department 
and the ability to turn decisions into action.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah is considering 
changes to his Council of Ministers. The people he 
chooses will have a major say in what his government 
can achieve.

Regional balance, party loyalty, public im-
age and competing claims all influence the 
choice of ministers. 

The Chief Minister and the party president 
understand these concerns better than anyone out-
side the party. They must also ask one important 
question: can a minister get the bureaucracy to 
work effectively?

This ability is especially important in Jammu 
and Kashmir, where the elected government shares 
administrative powers with the Lieutenant Governor.

Under amendments notified in July 2024, pro-
posals on the posting and transfer of Administrative 
Secretaries, and on cadre posts of All India Services 
officers, go to the Lieutenant Governor through the 
Chief Secretary. 

A minister is held responsible for a department’s 
performance but may lack control over a key tool 
needed to manage it. An officer may look to the person 
who decides his next posting rather than the minister 
he serves.

This is a problem with the system, rather than in-
dividual officers. Many civil servants remain sincere, 
responsive and committed to public service. But good-
will alone cannot make a system work. 

The way power is divided affects how offi-
cers work and how seriously they take a minis-
ter’s instructions.

People see the results rather than the problems 
inside the administration. A patient waiting for treat-
ment, a young person seeking a job and a village with-
out running water turn to their elected representa-
tive. They expect the minister to solve their problems.

The public rarely sees how a minister’s instruc-
tions move through the secretariat or why they re-
main unimplemented.
The statehood resolution showed how this plays out. 

According to published reports, the Law Secre-
tary wrote to the Speaker asking that the resolution 
be disallowed because the matter was sub judice, and 
the communication went through the Chief Secretary. 

Omar Abdullah told the House he knew nothing 
of it, either as Chief Minister or as Law Minister. 

The resolution passed, but the episode raised seri-
ous questions about who sought legal advice on a mea-
sure central to the government’s agenda and how that 
advice reached the Assembly.

When a Chief Minister learns that officials have 
acted against his own resolution without his knowl-
edge, he has reason to question whether ministers 

can fulfil their responsibilities when administrative 
channels bypass them.

An experienced minister understands how gov-
ernment works beyond public announcements. He 
knows how a file can keep moving on paper while 
the actual work remains undone. He can tell when 
further examination is needed, when repeated consul-
tations cause delays, when financial concerns have a 
sound basis and when legal arguments are being used 

to avoid a decision.
He also knows what to ask when an officer says a 

proposal is under examination. He asks what needs to 
be examined and why. 

If approval is pending, he asks when it was sought, 
what remains unresolved and who needs to act. When 
an officer points to an obstacle, he asks whether there 
is a lawful way around it. 

These questions turn vague assurances into clear 
decisions, assigned responsibilities and deadlines.

Experience also teaches a minister to exer-
cise restraint. 

An officer who raises legal concerns, points to 
financial irregularities or flags a genuine risk is 
doing an important job. A capable minister listens, 
examines the advice and changes course when the 
facts support it. 

Managing a department takes knowledge and 
sound judgment. Anger and public reprimands 
achieve little. The goal should be an administration 
that gives honest advice and carries out lawful deci-
sions. Accountability to the public and the work of 
government must guide officials, rather than person-
al loyalty to any individual.

Senior leaders with years of experience in the As-
sembly and government understand how the system 
works. This knowledge helps them deal more effec-
tively with senior officials.

But age and years in office alone do not make 
someone a capable minister. What counts is the abil-
ity to understand a department, ask the right ques-
tions, check whether decisions are carried out and 
remain accessible to the public. 

Younger legislators can have these skills too and 
should get the chance to develop them. 

A strong ministry brings together their energy 
and fresh ideas with the judgment of colleagues who 
have years of experience in government.

The same principle should guide the choice of 
portfolios. A minister who gets a department that 
matches his knowledge can help the whole govern-
ment perform better. 

Giving a portfolio to settle a political bargain, 
however, can leave both the minister and the public 
disappointed.

Experienced ministers alone cannot fix the larger 
problem. That will take clearer rules on how powers 
are shared and the restoration of statehood. 

Until then, choosing the right ministers becomes 
even more important. They must use the powers they 
have with confidence, persistence and a clear under-
standing of their limits.

The Chief Minister has many demands to con-
sider, but administrative ability should be high on 
the list. 

People will eventually judge the Council of Minis-
ters by how well departments respond and how quick-
ly decisions lead to results. 

Taking the oath gives a minister the office, 
but making the government work gives that office 
real meaning.

The author is an advocate, a former 
civil servant and Honorary Chairman of The 
City School, Kakapora. He can be reached at 

advofarooqahmadkhan@gmail.com. 

The Power Behind 
the Portfolio

With key postings controlled by the Lieutenant Governor, Jammu and Kashmir’s 
elected government needs ministers who can make its own bureaucracy answer.

 Aksa Muzamil 

W
hen the Reserve Bank of India cuts 
its benchmark rate, the expectation 
is clear: cheaper loans will encour-
age businesses to invest, grow and 

create more jobs.
Between the rate cut and a Kashmiri busi-

ness owner deciding whether to take a loan, 
there are hurdles that economic theory often 
overlooks. 

These hurdles can determine whether 
cheaper credit leads to new investment in the 
valley’s small businesses.

National figures show that lower interest 
rates do lead to cheaper loans, to some extent.

According to the Economic Survey 2025-26, 
the RBI cut its benchmark by a cumulative 100 
basis points between April and November 2025. 
The weighted average lending cost on fresh ru-
pee loans from scheduled commercial banks fell 
by 64 basis points to 8.71 per cent in November, 
while the average on outstanding loans fell by 56 
basis points to 9.21 per cent. 

Banks passed on less than the full cut, which 
proves little by itself, since the two costs respond 
to different financial conditions and need not 
move in step. 

The difference does show how much can 

change between a central bank’s decision and a 
borrower’s experience.

Jammu and Kashmir’s Economic Survey 2025-
26 gives a clearer picture of lending in the region.

Bank deposits stood at ₹2,03,524 crore and ad-
vances at ₹1,28,073 crore on September 30, 2025, a 
credit-deposit ratio of 62.93 per cent. 

In the first half of the financial year, micro, 
small and medium enterprises took 23 per cent 
of priority-sector credit flow, against 48 per cent 
for agriculture. 

Those numbers place small enterprises 
within the banking system, but they leave out 
how many viable businesses were refused, what 
individual firms paid, and how much of the mon-
ey became investment. 

A ratio cannot say whether the region has 
too little credit or enough.

The record also holds good news that needs 
to be taken at face value. 

Up to September 2025, ₹4,231.50 crore had been 
disbursed under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yo-
jana to 1,95,880 beneficiaries in the region, com-
pared with ₹3,375.18 crore to 1,66,038 beneficiaries 
a year earlier, an increase of roughly 25 per cent. 

Anyone claiming that small-business fi-
nance is simply unavailable in Kashmir has to 
explain those figures. Disbursement, however, 
is where the record stops. 

It cannot tell us whether the businesses grew 
more profitable, hired more workers, or took on 
repayment burdens that later proved heavy.

Documentation stands between many bor-
rowers and the loans that cost less. A bank has 
to judge whether a borrower can repay, which 
means reading financial statements, outstand-
ing liabilities and credit risk. A small business 

may sell a good product and have room to grow, 
but still fail to produce the documents that prove 
its position. 

The RBI’s Annual Report 2024-25 named 
information asymmetry, excessive documenta-
tion and a lack of transparency as obstacles in 
MSME lending. 

In June 2024, the central bank told banks to 
adopt a uniform 14-day turnaround for applica-
tions of up to ₹25 lakh from micro and small busi-
nesses, to track those applications, and to give 
reasons when they are rejected. 

The directive governs processing, and ap-
proval remains the bank’s call, but it concedes 
that the road to formal finance can be a barrier 
in its own right.

Another challenge for Kashmir’s small busi-
nesses is the mismatch between when they earn 
money and when their loan payments fall due.

A handicraft dealer buys raw material and 
sets production going months before any goods 
are sold. A tourism enterprise may earn a large 
share of its income in a short travel season. 

The exact seasonal pattern varies by busi-
ness and needs local evidence, but the financial 
problem is plain: a loan can become cheaper 
while its repayment schedule stays fixed. 

A monthly instalment that is easy in a busy 
month can be punishing in a lean one, even for an en-
terprise that earns enough over the year to survive. 

Repayment plans that match a business’s 
seasonal income could make bank loans more 
useful, where practical. This does not mean ev-
ery seasonal business needs delayed payments or 
that monthly instalments are always a poor fit.

A loan’s repayment terms matter as much 
as its interest rate. Even cheap credit may fail 

to support business growth if the repayments do 
not match the business’s needs.

Uncertainty also influences a business own-
er’s decision to borrow. 

The owner weighs the cost of a loan against 
the profit an investment might bring and the 
risk of losing money. 

Kashmiri merchants, hotels and business-
es that transport goods often face delays, bad 
weather and changing customer demand. These 
problems affect both costs and earnings. 

A dealer may have goods ready for sale but 
struggle to get them delivered on time. A guesthouse 
owner planning improvements may be unsure how 
many visitors will book rooms next season.

Such risks reduce the expected returns from an 
investment, even when borrowing becomes cheaper. 

A business owner may decide against a 
bank loan simply because future earnings seem 
too uncertain. 

Lower interest rates reduce borrowing 
costs, but they cannot guarantee customers, reli-
able transport or better working conditions.

Formal finance is also only one of the places 
a business can turn. 

Supplier credit, advance payments from 
buyers, personal borrowing and informal lend-
ers all fill gaps. Some bring useful flexibility, 
while others cost a great deal or bind a borrower 
to a single intermediary. 

An informal financier has no reason to follow 
the RBI’s benchmark the way a bank loan linked to 
an external reference does, so a cut can lower the 
cost of eligible formal borrowing while the terms 
from an informal lender stay where they were. 

For an enterprise that depends on such lend-
ers, the gains from easing may stay largely indi-

rect. How widespread that dependence is among 
Kashmir’s small businesses, and what it costs 
them, are questions for local research rather 
than assumption.

Digital tools could make loan applications 
easier by helping banks assess a business’s fi-
nances. Transaction records and data shared 
with the business owner’s consent can help lend-
ers understand income and spending. 

However, some businesses still deal partly 
in cash, and payment records alone cannot show 
how profitable a business is, what it owes or how 
much risk it faces. 

Digital records can help banks make better 
decisions, but lenders still need to assess each 
business carefully.

None of this shows that monetary policy 
has failed Kashmir’s small enterprises. Lending 
costs fell nationally during the easing period, 
and Mudra disbursements in the region grew. 

What the official figures leave unanswered is 
how widely the benefits spread among different 
types of local business, whether repayment terms 
matched their incomes, and how much of the new 
finance reached output and employment. 

The statistics count the loans that were 
made, but they say nothing of the applications 
that failed on paperwork, the loans a guesthouse 
owner never sought, or the installment that fell 
due in the leanest month of the year.

— 
The author is an M.A. Economics student 

at the Islamic University of Science and 
Technology (IUST). She can be reached 

at aksamuzamil96@gmail.com.

The Limits of Cheap Credit
Rising Mudra disbursements and lower lending costs tell part of the story. The larger 

question is whether affordable finance reaches viable businesses and supports growth.

An officer who 
raises legal 
concerns, points 
to financial 
irregularities or 
flags a genuine 
risk is doing an 
important job. A 
capable minister 
listens, examines 
the advice and 
changes course 
when the facts 
support it. 
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The official retains control over 
his schedule, while villagers must 
rearrange theirs. Repeated often 

enough, such experiences teach people 
to distrust announcements and to plan 
around anticipated delays rather than stated 
commitments.

Kashmir’s Casual Relationship With Time
What begins as a joke about local habits reveals a deeper disregard 

for other people’s time, work and commitments.

Bilal Ahmad Khanday

A few days ago, as I stepped 
out of a local mosque, I no-
ticed a notice from the Block 

Development Office announcing a 
Gram Sabha at 10 am the follow-
ing morning at the local Panchayat 
Ghar.

I had work to finish in the fields, 
but I decided to attend the meeting.

On Gandhi Jayanti, I returned 
home at 9.30 am, postponed the 
rest of my work and drank a cup 
of tea hurriedly before setting out. 
The Panchayat Ghar was barely ten 
minutes away on foot.

I reached at 10.10 am. The gate 
was locked.

A few men were sitting in a near-
by park beside the Jamia Masjid. I 
greeted them and asked about the 
meeting. One man told me the offi-
cials would probably arrive around 
11 am. When I pointed out that the 
notice specified 10 am, another 
man laughed and said, “In Kashmir, 
10 does not mean 10.”

His laughter seemed to dismiss 
the question before the meeting 
had even begun. I later learnt from 
an ex-panch that the official had 
informed him over the phone about 
the revised arrival time. The delay 
had become so common that people 
around me regarded my concern as 
unnecessary.

I waited, thinking about the work 
I had left unfinished in the fields. 
The official’s time had been adjust-
ed, but mine had simply been spent.

The same understanding of time 
appeared again at a wedding feast.

The invitation card announced that 

lunch for men would be served at 2 
pm sharp. Since the venue was near-
by, I left home at 1.45 pm and walked 
briskly towards the marriage hall.

An acquaintance met me on the 
way and asked why I was hurry-
ing. I told him lunch would begin 
shortly. He smiled at my innocence 
and predicted that the food would 
be served only after 4 pm. He had 
enough experience of weddings in 
Kashmir to make the prediction 
with confidence.

I reached the venue five minutes 
before the advertised time. The hall 
was almost empty. When I asked a 
member of the host family about 
lunch, he explained that 2 pm had 
traditionally appeared on invita-
tion cards even though guests and 
hosts alike expected the meal much 
later. Both sides understood the ar-
rangement, he said, and had grown 
accustomed to it.

That explanation troubled me 
more than the empty hall.

A time printed on a card had lost 
its meaning, while the people in-
volved continued to use it as though 
it meant something definite.

We tend to treat these delays as 
harmless features of Kashmiri so-
cial life. Someone laughs, another 
person makes a joke, and the mat-
ter ends there. Our familiarity with 
the habit has made it difficult to see 
what it costs us.

The person who arrives on time 
becomes the fool, while the person 
who keeps others waiting enjoys 
the comfort of a shared excuse.

The cost goes beyond wasted 
time.

A farmer who leaves his fields for 
a public meeting has set aside work 
that could have been completed 
before the day ends. Someone 
travelling to an office may spend 
hours waiting for an officer whose 
schedule has little connection with 
the appointment announced to 
the public. People who attend reli-
gious seminars, political gatherings 
and social functions routinely find 
that the advertised starting time 
bears little relation to the actual 

beginning.
A delayed meeting also weakens 

public participation.
A Gram Sabha is meant to bring 

villagers into a space where local 
concerns can be discussed. Its use-
fulness depends partly on people 
being able to plan their day around 
it. When an official summons the 
public for a particular hour but 
turns up much later, the public 
bears the cost of that decision.

Someone with work in the fields, 
household responsibilities or a long 
journey home may find it harder to 
stay.

The imbalance is plain and 
painful.

The official retains control 
over his schedule, while villagers 
must rearrange theirs. Repeated 
often enough, such experienc-
es teach people to distrust an-
nouncements and to plan around 

anticipated delays rather than stat-
ed commitments.

Our weddings reveal a related 
contradiction.

Hosts print a specific time, guests 
interpret it as an approximation, 
and both sides proceed with the 
same understanding. The arrange-
ment may appear convenient be-
cause nobody expects strict punc-
tuality. But it also makes the stated 
time almost useless.

Those who come early lose hours, 
while those who come late face lit-
tle social cost.

The habit survives partly because 
we have made it collective.

A person who arrives late can 
point to everyone else doing the 
same. A host can explain that guests 
know how weddings work. An offi-
cial can cite other engagements.

Each explanation makes sense 
within the arrangement, while the 
arrangement itself remains beyond 

scrutiny.
That evening, I asked my wife 

for a cup of tea. She told me to wait 
five minutes. I waited for at least 
twenty. By then, I had become suf-
ficiently aware about our local un-
derstanding of time to refrain from 
complaining.

The episode was amusing, but it 
also brought the day’s experiences 
together. The language of time had 
become elastic in public offices, at 
wedding feasts and even at home.

The scale of the consequences 
differed, but the underlying as-
sumption remained the same: a 
stated time could be treated as a 
suggestion, and the person waiting 
would eventually adjust.

Punctuality is often presented 
as a personal virtue, but it also ex-
presses how we regard other peo-
ple’s lives.

Arriving when we say we will al-
lows others to plan their work, keep 
their commitments and use their 
hours as they choose. Public offi-
cials have a particular responsibili-
ty here because their appointments 
involve people who have come 
seeking services or participating in 
local decisions.

Kashmir does not need another 
elaborate campaign to teach people 
the meaning of a clock. It just needs 
ordinary commitments to regain 
their meaning.

A meeting announced for 10 am 
should begin at 10 am, and a wed-
ding invitation specifying 2 pm 
should give guests a reasonable ba-
sis for planning their arrival.

Perhaps the first change will 
come when we stop treating the 
punctual person as someone who 
has misunderstood local customs. 
The person who turns up on time 
has understood the announcement 
exactly as it was written.

The more difficult question is 
why the rest of us have learnt to 
read it differently.

 — The author is from Shalabugh, 

Ganderbal, and can be reached at 

khandaybilal12@gmail.com.

The Minaret I Watched Fall
I photographed the leaning tower of Lucknow’s Diyanat-ud-Daula Kerbala in 2013 and appealed for its protection. 

Eleven years later, its collapse exposed the cost of leaving a historic monument to decay.

Haidar Abbas

On June 21, 2013, I took two col-
leagues, Aarzoo and Atif, to 
Diyanat-ud-Daula Kerbala in 

Lucknow. They drove from the trans-
Gomti side of the city, and we set out 
under a scorching summer sun to 
photograph a minaret that had begun 
to lean dangerously. The tower rose 
about 50 feet above the compound, its 
growing tilt suggesting that the struc-
ture could fall at any time.

I wanted the photographs to draw 
attention to the danger. We spent 
hours documenting the damage, and 
I shared the images with Lucknow 
Society, an organisation devoted to 
the city’s culture, literature and his-
tory. I also wrote an article urging the 
authorities to intervene.

Nothing changed.
On October 12, the minaret col-

lapsed inside the compound.
I returned to the article I had writ-

ten in 2013, now confronted with the 
outcome I had feared. The tower had 
stood for more than a century and a 
half. Its danger had been visible, its 
condition documented and its preser-
vation entrusted to the Archaeological 
Survey of India. Still, it fell.

The collapse could have claimed 
lives. The surrounding neighbour-
hood is densely populated, and a tow-
er of that height falling beyond the 
compound could have struck nearby 
homes or people passing through 
the area. Fortunately, the debris re-
mained inside the premises. A possi-
ble human disaster was averted, even 
as Lucknow lost another piece of its 
architectural inheritance.

I have spent years writing about the 
monuments, people and places of this 
city. The loss hurts because Diyanat-
ud-Daula Kerbala represents much 
more than an old building. It recalls 
a period when Lucknow’s architec-
ture expressed the ambitions, faith 
and artistic traditions of its rulers and 
residents.

When the Swarna Shatabdi Express 
began running between New Delhi 
and Lucknow in 1989, announce-
ments along the route highlighted the 
specialities of the cities along the way. 
Firozabad was known for its bangles, 
Kanpur for its leather, and Lucknow 
for its Imambaras. The description 
captured the city’s distinctive place in 
India’s cultural history.

During the Nawabi period, from 
1722 to 1856, Lucknow developed a 
remarkable architectural heritage. 
That world suffered a decisive rup-
ture when the British deposed Wajid 
Ali Shah, the last Nawab of Awadh, 
and sent him into exile in Calcutta, 
now Kolkata.

Even there, the displaced ruler rec-
reated elements of his former home 
around the Hooghly River and in 
Metiabruz, drawing inspiration from 
the buildings he had left behind along 
the Gomti.

Diyanat-ud-Daula Kerbala emerged 
during the final years of that era.

Muhammed Ali Khan, a lieutenant 
in Wajid Ali Shah’s Akhtari-Paltan 
military battalion, built the com-
plex in 1852. The king had bestowed 
on him the title Diyanat-ud-Daula, 
meaning someone who kept his word.

Khan modelled the building on 
the mausoleum of Imam Hussain 
in Kerbala, Iraq. Soil brought from 
Kerbala was mixed with Indian con-
struction materials, connecting the 
monument to the distant shrine.

The complex became a centre of re-
ligious observance and cultural life. Its 
campus covered about 100,000 square 
feet, and a golden-coloured dome 
dominated the structure. Traditional 
Lakhauri bricks gave the building its 
distinctive character, while the tow-
ering minaret called worshippers to 
prayer five times a day.

Khan later accompanied the exiled 
king to Metiabruz. He died there, but 
his body returned to Lucknow for 
burial inside the monument he had 
built. His final resting place reflected 
the attachment he retained to the city 
and its traditions.

By 2013, that inheritance had suf-
fered years of neglect. Brass and gold-
painted bricks that once adorned the 
dome had gradually disappeared. 
Later repairs replaced the original 

finish with golden paint. The minaret 
presented a more immediate danger.

I wrote at the time that its pro-
nounced tilt demanded urgent at-
tention. Experts needed to examine 
the tower and determine whether 
to reduce its height or adopt another 
method to secure it. My appeal sought 
a technical intervention that could 
prevent the structure from falling.

The photographs I shared with 
Lucknow Society recorded the 

damage. My article explained the 
danger. Neither brought the response 
the monument needed.

The Archaeological Survey of 
India protects 743 monuments in 
Uttar Pradesh, and 191 fall under its 
Lucknow circle, the largest concentra-
tion in the state. That responsibility 
extends to buildings whose deteriora-
tion threatens both historic architec-
ture and public safety.

Lucknow’s celebrated reli-
gious complexes include the Bada 
Imambara, Chota Imambara, 
Shah Najaf, Sibtainabad, Rauza-e-
Kazemain, Tal Katora, Rauza-e-Imam 
Raza, Ghara Wali Kerbala, Imambara 
Mughal Sahiba and several other 
Imambaras and shrines. Many have 
suffered serious neglect. Their condi-
tion threatens the physical remains of 
a city whose history survives in its re-
ligious practices, architectural details 
and shared memories.

The journey to Diyanat-ud-Daula 
Kerbala passes through neighbour-
hoods where that history remains 

woven into daily life. Starting near 
King George Medical College, built on 
the site of the former Panch Mahal, 
the route proceeds through Nakhas 
market and Manzoor Nagar, passes 
a Shia orphanage and the historic 
Rauza-e-Kazemain, and leads into a 
densely populated neighbourhood.

The monument stands among 
homes and busy streets, where the 
failure to secure a deteriorating tower 
can have consequences far beyond the 
building itself.

My attachment to monuments has 
always driven me to document their 
condition and press for their preser-
vation. The collapse of this minaret 
has left me asking whether the in-
stitutions responsible for protecting 
our heritage understand the cost of 
delayed action.

The immediate task is to assess 
the remaining structure, establish a 
sound conservation plan and examine 
other monuments showing similar 
signs of deterioration. The collapse 
should prompt a serious review of 
how authorities identify structural 
risks, respond to public appeals and 
maintain protected buildings.

Lucknow earned its reputation as 
the city of Imambaras through gener-
ations of craftsmanship, faith and pa-
tronage. These buildings survived the 
fall of kingdoms and the exile of rulers 
who commissioned them. Their sur-
vival today depends on the people and 
institutions entrusted with their care.

I photographed the leaning minaret 
in June 2013 because I believed some-
one could still save it. Eleven years 
later, its remains stand as evidence of 
what happened when that opportu-
nity passed.

My old photographs preserve the 
tower as it was, tilted but standing. 
They also preserve a question that 
the collapse has made impossible to 
ignore: how many more monuments 
must fall before those responsible act 
while there is still time?

— The author is a former UP State 

Information Commissioner and a 

political analyst. He can be reached 

at rizvisha4u@yahoo.com.

I have spent years writing about the 
monuments, people and places of this 
city. The loss hurts because Diyanat-

ud-Daula Kerbala represents much more than an 
old building. It recalls a period when Lucknow’s 
architecture expressed the ambitions, faith and 
artistic traditions of its rulers and residents.
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CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE
Waqf's Friday

If we want to talk about daughters, if 
there is no marriage, then we will talk 
about it. If children are committing sui-
cide, then why are they doing it? Why is 
there trauma in our society? Everyone 
has decided,” Andrabi said.

Stressing that the Board had issued no 
directive requiring common sermons, 
she said, “There is no order. There is no 
order anywhere.”

Andrabi also clarified that the pro-
posed core committee would comprise 
religious scholars and that she would 
not be part of it. She said the scholars 
would independently decide the sub-
jects and manner of their sermons.

“Whatever our religious scholars 
want, they will do it in their own way. 
There is no interference in that,” she said.

The Waqf chief said religious scholars 
could play an important role in address-
ing social problems and urged political 
leaders to focus on issues affecting peo-
ple rather than oppose initiatives aimed 
at tackling social evils.

Responding to Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah’s allegations of BJP interfer-
ence in Muslim religious affairs, Andrabi 
questioned where such interference had 
taken place and defended the Board’s 
functioning during her tenure.

“Where did BJP interfere? If I am the 
leader of BJP, I am proud. I feel very 
proud today that I am from BJP,” she said.

Omar Calls Proposal Unacceptable
Earlier, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 

had termed the proposal “unaccept-
able”, accusing the BJP of attempting 
to interfere in the religious affairs of 
Muslims and calling on the Waqf Board 
chairperson to withdraw the initiative.

In a post on X, Omar said, “This is 
an unacceptable attempt by the BJP 
to interfere in the religious affairs of 
Muslims and will not be accepted under 
any circumstances. The BJP-appointed 
Chairperson must immediately halt 
this misplaced attempt to please her 
masters.”

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti also 
criticised the proposal, questioning 
who would decide what imams should 
preach during Friday sermons.

Addressing a press conference in 
Srinagar, Mehbooba said local religious 
scholars were better placed to under-
stand the concerns of their respective 
communities.

“Our imams and maulvis know what 
to say and when to speak,” she said, argu-
ing that mosques had largely been built 
through contributions from local people 
and that religious scholars understood 
the issues facing their communities.

Mehbooba described Jammu and 
Kashmir as a “laboratory for the BJP” and 
called for the Waqf Board to be brought 
under the administrative control of the 
Jammu and Kashmir government. She 
also suggested that religious matters be 
addressed through established bodies of 
Islamic scholars, including the Mutahida 
Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU), headed by 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

MMU, Political Leaders Oppose Move
The MMU also opposed the proposal, 

saying even the suggestion that a statu-
tory body could determine or regulate 
what was preached from the mimbar 
was unacceptable.

In a statement, the amalgam of reli-
gious and socio-religious organisations 
said religious guidance fell within the 
domain of Ulema, Imams and recognised 
religious institutions. It maintained 
that a state-linked administrative body 
should not prescribe sermon topics or 
scripted speeches.

The MMU urged the Waqf Board to re-
strict itself to the management, mainte-
nance and protection of Waqf properties 
and institutions rather than intervene in 
religious discourse.

Former Srinagar Mayor Junaid Mattu 
also criticised the proposal, questioning 
the meaning of religious freedom if the 
government were to determine what 
imams could say during Friday sermons.

“If the BJP wants to decide what our 
Imams say in Friday sermons, what is 
left in this pretense of ‘freedom of re-
ligion’??? Or the Constitution?" Mattu 
wrote on X.

Describing the move as “a page out 
of a Margaret Atwood novel”, Mattu 
termed it an assault on religion, culture, 
language and history.

Budgam MLA Aga Muntazir Mehdi 
also opposed the proposal, saying 
the Waqf Board’s role should remain 

confined to managing Waqf properties 
and institutions rather than dictating re-
ligious discourse.

Mehdi said religious scholars were 
capable of identifying issues concerning 
their communities and deciding what 
needed to be addressed during Friday 
sermons. He cautioned that prescribing 
common themes could potentially be 
used to promote a particular narrative 
through religious institutions.

Aga Syed Hassan Mosavi Al-Safavi, 
president of Anjuman-e-Sharie Shiayan, 
also opposed the reported move to stan-
dardise Friday sermons, saying religious 
guidance must remain the domain of 
qualified Ulema. He urged the Board to 
confine itself to administrative respon-
sibilities, warning that prescribing com-
mon sermon topics could undermine 
the independence of religious scholars 
and interfere with established religious 
practices.

The controversy followed Andrabi’s 
announcement that a core committee 
comprising Muftis, Imams and Khateebs 
would be constituted to identify and 
finalise common sermon topics for 
Waqf-affiliated religious institutions. 
Her clarification on Tuesday came amid 
mounting opposition from political and 
religious figures.

DGP Directs JKP
mechanisms and improve operational 

effectiveness.
During the review, Prabhat stressed 

the need to intensify intelligence-led op-
erations and maintain heightened vigi-
lance. He called for seamless informa-
tion-sharing among district police units, 
intelligence agencies and other security 
forces to ensure effective responses to 
security threats.

The DGP directed officers to intensify 
patrolling, strengthen area domination 
and undertake focused operations based 
on actionable intelligence.

Border Security, Surveillance In Focus
Emphasising the use of technology, 

Prabhat called for leveraging available 
tools to enhance surveillance, improve 
situational awareness and strength-
en the response capabilities of field 
formations.

He also directed officers to strengthen 
security arrangements in border areas, 
closely monitor sensitive locations and 
coordinate efforts to prevent infiltration 
and other security threats.

The DGP stressed the importance of 
engaging local communities to build 
trust and encourage the sharing of time-
ly information that could assist security 
agencies.

He also called for effective utilisation 
of the tenant verification application and 
directed officials to maintain updated 
digital records of tenants and their veri-
fication status.

Police Station Inspections, Traffic 
Enforcement

Emphasising institutional discipline 
and effective supervision, Prabhat di-
rected senior officers to conduct fre-
quent inspections of police stations to 
review official records, ensure proper 
upkeep and hygiene of police premises, 
and assess the welfare and living condi-
tions of personnel.

He stressed the need for routine 
checks to maintain discipline, punctual-
ity, professional conduct and operational 
readiness among police personnel at all 
levels.

The DGP also directed the Traffic 
Police to intensify enforcement against 
traffic violations, ensure strict compli-
ance with regulations and take appropri-
ate action against offenders.

He emphasised sustained traffic man-
agement efforts to promote road safety, 
ensure smoother traffic movement and 
improve public convenience.

India Hits Back
announcement by India's Ministry of 

Home Affairs identifying 28 places and 
geographical features in Ladakh on the 
official map of the Survey of India. The 
exercise was carried out in consultation 
with the Ladakh administration and lo-
cal stakeholders, the government said.

The locations include Gogra and Hot 
Spring, two key friction points along the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC), the de facto 
border separating Indian- and Chinese-
controlled territory in the region.

India said the move was intended to 
ensure accurate identification of the lo-
cations and improve public awareness of 
the sensitive border region.

"No amount of denial by the Chinese 
side can change this established fact," 
Indian External Affairs Ministry spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal said, reiterating 
that the Union Territory of Ladakh was 
an "integral and inalienable" part of 
India.

Jaiswal described the Home Ministry's 
October 2 announcement as self-explan-
atory, saying the places and features had 
been formally identified on the Survey 
of India map in consultation with local 
stakeholders.

China's Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Mao Ning said Beijing had never rec-
ognised what she described as the "so-
called Union Territory of Ladakh" and 
opposed India's decision to standardise 
the names.

"This move by India is illegal and 
void and does not change the fact that 
the western sector of the China-India 
boundary belongs to China," Mao told a 
media briefing in Beijing.

The latest exchange underscores the 
continuing sensitivity surrounding ter-
ritorial claims along the Himalayan fron-
tier, where the two Asian neighbours 
have sought to stabilise relations follow-
ing years of military tensions.

The eastern Ladakh standoff began 
in May 2020 after a violent clash be-
tween Indian and Chinese troops in the 
Pangong Lake area. The confrontation 
led to a prolonged deployment of troops 
and military equipment along the LAC.

Both sides began a disengagement 
process in 2022, although the border re-
mains a source of tension between the 
nuclear-armed neighbours.

Gogra and Hot Spring were among 
the areas that saw military friction dur-
ing the standoff and are important for 
Indian patrols along the LAC.

The other locations named by India 
include Alisha Giri, Brangsa, Chapchingal 
Pass, Kanishka Peak, Karun Pir moun-
tain, Kuksel, Martand Giri, Parpik 
Glacier, Skamri Glacier, Shachmirik Pass, 
Shkorga Valley and Zorawar Peak.

The list also includes Dehra Compass, 
Drak Karpo, Jolmori, Kumarayana Point, 
Panglung, Rinchen Zangpo, Sakyasri Giri, 
Guru Rinpoche, Shamal Lungpa, Yangpa 
River, Marpa Lotsava Ri, Milarepa Kangri, 
Shiva Ri and Maheshwara Ri.

India's move to formalise the names 
on its official map is aimed at improving 
geographical identification and docu-
mentation, while China's response re-
flects its continuing rejection of India's 
territorial and administrative claims in 
the region.

Neither side indicated on Tuesday 
that the latest disagreement over place 
names would alter its position on the 
boundary dispute.

PM Scholarship Scheme
for students.
The department also plays an impor-

tant role in the verification and review 
mechanism under the scheme through 
the UT-level review committee headed 
by the commissioner secretary, Higher 
Education Department, with the J-K di-
rector colleges as its member secretary, 
he said.

The spokesman said the accelerated 
progress during the current academic 
session reflects coordinated efforts of 
the Higher Education Department, con-
cerned authorities and field-level facili-
tation mechanisms to ensure that eligi-
ble students are able to avail the benefits 
of PMSSS.

With 4,715 of the 5,000 scholarships 
already allotted, the scheme is expected 
to further strengthen access to quality 
higher education and expand education-
al opportunities for the youth of J-K, he 
said.\

SC To Hear Plea
Commissioner for any act, thing or 

word, committed, done or spoken by 
him when, or in the course of acting or 
purporting to act in the discharge of his 
official duty or function."

The bench tagged the plea with a 
separate pending petition raising similar 
issue.

In January this year, the top court had 
agreed to examine a separate plea chal-
lenging the immunity granted to the CEC 
and the ECs under Section 16 of the 2023 
Act.

It had issued notice to the Centre and 
the Election Commission seeking their 
responses on the plea filed by NGO 'Lok 
Prahari'. The top court had then refused 
to stay the provision.

The plea claimed the provision "gives 
unprecedented, unbridled power to the 
CEC and ECs by providing them com-
plete blanket permanent immunity for 
life from any civil and even criminal pro-
ceedings for their wrongdoings in gross 
misuse of their office".

CJP Leaders Booked
area without authorisation, as the op-

position INDIA bloc vowed to challenge 
the denotification of the protest site and 
continue its campaign against alleged 
electoral irregularities.

The developments came amid 
heightened tensions over demands for 
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar’s resignation over alleged irregu-
larities in the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

The opposition leaders, along with 
civil society members and representa-
tives of student organisations, met at 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s resi-
dence to discuss the future course of 
their campaign against what they have 
termed “vote chori”.

Addressing reporters after the meet-
ing, Gandhi said the opposition would 
challenge the decision to remove Jantar 
Mantar from the list of designated pro-
test sites.

“The one method of expression of de-
mocracy was Jantar Mantar, and now, 
the government has decided that Jantar 
Mantar can no longer be used to express 
democratic feelings. Well, we are going 
to challenge that idea,” he said.

Gandhi asserted that political and 
public resistance would continue irre-
spective of the role played by institu-
tions, adding that the opposition was 
united in its fight for the restoration of 
democracy.

“We are all standing here together 
as one. As I said yesterday, there are no 
parallel protests, there is one singular 
protest and the protest has one mission 
— restoration of democracy in India,” he 
said.

The former Congress president ac-
cused the government and the Election 
Commission leadership of undermining 
democratic institutions and said those 
responsible would be held accountable.

Asked about the opposition’s legal 
recourse, Gandhi said the leaders had 
respect for the Supreme Court and the 
judicial system but would continue their 
political campaign regardless of the 
outcome.

“No matter what happens, no matter 
which institution plays a role, or does 
not play a role, political resistance will 
continue, people's resistance will con-
tinue and it will triumph,” he said.

The meeting was attended by 
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Congress Parliamentary Party chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi, Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, RJD lead-
ers Tejashwi Yadav and Manoj Jha, CPI 
general secretary D Raja, CPI(M) general 
secretary M A Baby, TMC MPs Sagarika 
Ghose and Mahua Moitra, and other op-
position leaders.

Civil society members Prashant 
Bhushan and Yogendra Yadav were also 
present.

Kharge said the leaders discussed the 
prevailing political situation and ways 
to carry forward the campaign seeking 
Kumar’s resignation.

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav said the op-
position was united in its fight to protect 
democracy, while CPI general secretary 
D Raja vowed to continue the campaign 
for the restoration of Jantar Mantar as a 
protest site.

CPI(M) general secretary M A Baby 
alleged that the government had com-
mitted “vote chori” and was now taking 
away the protest site. Other opposition 
leaders also criticised the denotification 
and reiterated their demand for action 
against Kumar over the alleged electoral 
irregularities.

Shah Targets Rahul,
once again for a "crushing defeat" 

in 2029 as people of the country are 
with the BJP, NDA and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Shah also said the kind of "negative 
politics" the Congress has been engaged 
in will not benefit it as the opposition 
party needs to understand people and 
connect with the public.

"I want to tell Shri Rahul ji and his 
associates to prepare themselves once 
again for a crushing defeat in 2029. In 
the 2029 general elections, the NDA is 

going to win with a resounding majority, 
and the Congress is going to face defeat 
for the fourth consecutive time.

"The people of this country are with 
Narendra Modi ji, with the BJP, with the 
NDA. You cannot deny this truth," he told 
reporters here.

Slamming Gandhi, Shah said people of 
India know his plans of "getting infiltra-
tors registered as voters".

"I want to ask Shri Rahul Gandhi ji di-
rectly: Is this the result of the SIR? The 
SIR started only after 2024.

"Ever since you became the princi-
pal leader of the Congress, and later its 
president, and now the Leader of the 
Opposition, the Congress party has con-
tinuously lost elections. You need to en-
gage in introspections. You cannot win 
the trust of the country's people through 
fabricated media events and echoes of 
lies," he said.

2 Killed, 7 Injured
girl's body was taken to the mortuary 

for legal formalities.
In a separate accident, an apple-laden 

truck plunged into a gorge at Nachlana 
along the Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway in Ramban district during the 
early hours of Tuesday, killing the driver.

The deceased was identified as Sadiq 
Khan, a resident of Rajasthan. The truck's 
helper, Mohd Sikander, sustained inju-
ries and was admitted to a hospital for 
treatment, officials said.

The truck was travelling from Srinagar 
to Gujarat when the accident occurred.

In the third accident, at least four pas-
sengers were injured after a mini-bus 
overturned near Kheleni in Doda district. 
The injured were shifted to a hospital for 
treatment, officials said.

Power, Water Promises
depend on power purchases to meet 

demand despite having substantial hy-
dropower potential. The transfer of proj-
ects and a higher share of free electric-
ity have long figured in discussions on 
improving J&K’s power availability and 
financial position.

Another commitment was a one-time 
settlement of pending electricity dues. 
The electricity amnesty scheme, how-
ever, expired on March 31, 2026, with no 
fresh extension announced.

The position of industrial consumers 
has also emerged as a concern. Instead of 
the promised tariff relief, industrial elec-
tricity charges have increased by nearly 
10 per cent, adding to operating costs for 
businesses.

On drinking water, the commitment 
to provide free supply to households has 
yet to translate into a concrete measure. 
The promise to extend access to remote 
and inaccessible areas was linked to 
the broader objective of improving wa-
ter infrastructure and ensuring reliable 
supply.

The implementation of the Jal Jeevan 
Mission, which aims to provide tap-wa-
ter connections to rural households, has 
also faced delays, with no fresh alloca-
tions reported for taking stalled works 
forward.

The mission’s implementation has 
come under scrutiny over alleged irregu-
larities and leakages. A House commit-
tee examined the issue, including dis-
crepancies in the procurement of pipes. 
The government has, however, contested 
aspects of the findings.

The concerned minister has acknowl-
edged discrepancies in pipe procure-
ment, but the government’s stated ap-
proach has been to pursue the schemes 
identified in the report rather than pro-
ceed against all the roughly 3,200 proj-
ects initially under scrutiny.

The manifesto had also promised to 
raise Jammu and Kashmir’s share of free 
electricity from NHPC-owned projects 
from 10 per cent to 40 per cent. No con-
crete action has been taken on this front 
so far.

With two years of its term completed, 
the status of these measures presents a 
mixed picture: the free-power initiative 
has been confined to a narrower benefi-
ciary group and remains at the prepara-
tory stage, while several other commit-
ments on power generation, consumer 
relief and drinking water continue to 
await implementation.

The remaining period of the govern-
ment’s term will determine whether 
these commitments translate into tan-
gible benefits for households, industrial 
consumers and communities facing gaps 
in water supply. (inputs from KNO)

Darbar Move To
high-level meeting, the Chief Minister 

stressed the need for meticulous plan-
ning and close coordination among de-
partments to ensure the safe movement 
of employees and official equipment.

The meeting was attended by 
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Kumar 
Choudhary, Chief Secretary Atal 
Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Estates, Shaleen Kabra, Additional 
Chief Secretary, Power Development 
Department, Ashwini Kumar, Additional 
Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister, 
Dheeraj Gupta, administrative secre-
taries, senior police officers, divisional 
commissioners of Kashmir and Jammu, 
deputy commissioners of Srinagar and 
Jammu, Director Information and other 
officers. Jammu-based officers partici-
pated through video conferencing.

At the outset, Commissioner Secretary, 
General Administration Department, M. 
Raju, gave a detailed presentation on 
transport and logistical arrangements 
for the Darbar Move convoy.

CM Meets Delegations
concerning the promotion and devel-

opment of the film sector in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

A delegation comprising Lokesh 
Kumar Gupta, General Manager, IRCON, 
also met Abdullah and discussed 
possibilities for expanding IRCON 
International Limited’s role in industrial 
infrastructure development in the Union 
Territory.

Mehnaaz A.G. Nadiadwala, author, 
social activist and Founder and Trustee 
of the Mehnaaz A.G. Nadiadwala 
Foundation (MAGN Foundation), called 
on the Chief Minister and discussed ini-
tiatives aimed at the progress, develop-
ment and welfare of the region.

A delegation led by Mudassir Mushtaq 
Raina, Manager Operations, Unacademy 
Kashmir, apprised Abdullah of the 
Wisdom Aptitude Talent Hunt (WATH), 
an educational initiative aimed at iden-
tifying, nurturing and empowering tal-
ented youth across Jammu and Kashmir.

Major General Anupinder Bevli, 
VSM, Additional Director General, NCC 
Directorate J&K and Ladakh, also called 
on the Chief Minister and expressed 
gratitude for the support extended by 
the government to the NCC Directorate 
J&K and Ladakh.

Fresh Snowfall In Upper
rainfall and overcast skies prevailed 

across the plains, with showers and 
gusty winds continuing in several areas 
till the last reports came in.

The fresh snowfall added to the win-
try conditions at popular tourist des-
tinations, while falling temperatures 
brought a chill to the region.

The Meteorological Department has 
forecast generally cloudy weather with 
light to moderate rain at many places 
across Jammu and Kashmir on October 
14 and 15, accompanied by light snow-
fall over higher reaches.

Thunderstorms, lightning, gusty 
winds and hailstorms at isolated places 
are also likely during the wet spell, the 
department said.

Weather conditions are expected to im-
prove on October 16, when the region is 
likely to experience generally dry weather, 
although isolated places may receive brief 
spells of light rain. Mainly dry conditions 
are forecast from October 17 to 24.

Farmers, Travellers Advised Caution
The Meteorological Department has 

advised farmers to ensure the safe stor-
age of harvested apples, paddy and other 
crops during the wet spell in view of the 
possibility of rainfall and gusty winds.

Travellers, transporters and the gener-
al public have also been advised to plan 
their journeys carefully and follow traf-
fic advisories, particularly while travel-
ling through higher reaches and moun-
tain passes where snowfall could lead to 
slippery road conditions.

The department has cautioned people 
travelling along important mountain 
routes to remain alert during the fore-
cast period.

Srinagar Records 20°C, Jammu 30.5°C
According to India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) data, Srinagar re-
corded a maximum temperature of 
20 degrees Celsius on Tuesday, 2.8 
degrees below the seasonal normal. 
The minimum temperature settled at 
11.2 degrees Celsius, 4.9 degrees above 
normal.

No Terror Network Should Find Safe Haven In Region: Shah
Calls For Joint 
Action Against 
Terror, Drugs, 
Organised Crime
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Tuesday called for 
stronger regional cooperation 
among BIMSTEC countries to 
combat terrorism, disrupt terror 
financing and organised crime, 
and ensure that terrorist net-
works do not find safe havens in 
the region.

Addressing the first home 
ministers’ meeting of the 
Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC), Shah said the part-
nership was based on the un-
derstanding that the security 
arrangements of each member 
country contributed to the secu-
rity of others.

Emphasising India’s policy of 
“zero tolerance” towards ter-
rorism, he called for enhanced 
cooperation against cross-bor-
der organised crime, drug traf-
ficking, human trafficking and 
emerging cyber threats.

Shah said member countries 
needed a collective resolve to 
prevent terrorist networks from 
finding shelter, establishing 
bases and training facilities, mo-
bilising resources or conducting 

activities against other coun-
tries in the region.

Highlighting counter-terror-
ism and law enforcement as key 
areas of cooperation, he called 
for the exchange of actionable 
intelligence through existing 
nodal agencies and greater co-
ordination to combat terror fi-
nancing and organised crime.

According to a government 
statement, Shah stressed the 
importance of timely intelli-
gence sharing, financial investi-
gations, mutual legal assistance 
and extradition to ensure that 
criminals and terrorists were 
brought to justice.

He urged member countries 
to strengthen cooperation in 
mutual legal assistance and 

extradition in accordance with 
their national laws and ap-
plicable agreements. He also 
called for closer coordination 
among law enforcement, intelli-
gence and border management 
agencies.

Shah identified five key areas 
for cooperation: drug control, 
counter-terrorism and legal 
cooperation, repatriation of fu-
gitive criminals, cybersecurity 
and cybercrime investigations, 
and institutional cooperation 
and capacity building.

He urged the member coun-
tries to translate regional coop-
eration into practical mecha-
nisms that would improve 
public safety and strengthen the 
capabilities of their respective 

agencies.
‘Drug Trafficking Is Death 

Trafficking’
Addressing the issue of nar-

cotics smuggling, Shah said the 
problem could not be tackled 
through the efforts of a single 
country and required a coordi-
nated regional response.

“We must adopt a whole-
of-region approach. The illegal 
proceeds from drugs provide 
financial strength to organised 
crime and are also used for ter-
rorist financing. The diversion of 
precursor chemicals and trans-
actions through the dark web 
make this challenge even more 
complex,” he said.

Shah said India viewed drug 
trafficking as “death trafficking” 

and asserted that there was 
nothing “golden” about the 
narcotics trade, referring to the 
internationally known Golden 
Crescent and Golden Triangle 
drug-trafficking routes.

He described drug traffick-
ing as an attack on the lives of 
young people, society, culture 
and the future of coming gen-
erations, stressing the need for 
coordinated efforts to disrupt 
the networks involved.

India To Set Up Disaster 
Management Centre

Shah also identified disaster 
management cooperation as a 
priority for the BIMSTEC region, 
recalling that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had proposed 
establishing a BIMSTEC Disaster 

Management Centre in India 
during the grouping’s sixth 
summit.

The proposed centre is 
planned to be established in 
Jamnagar, Gujarat.

Shah said the initiative re-
flected India's role as a first 
responder in disaster manage-
ment across the region and 
urged member countries to par-
ticipate actively in making the 
centre operational.

BIMSTEC comprises 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand. The regional grouping 
aims to promote economic and 
technical cooperation among 
countries bordering the Bay of 
Bengal and its neighbourhood.



07STATE SRINAGAR | WEDNESDAY | 14.10.2026

 

Woman's Body Recovered By 
SDRF, NDRF In Jammu Outskirts
JAMMU: The body of a woman, who was swept away by floodwa-
ters in the outskirts of Jammu city, was recovered on Tuesday after 
three consecutive days of search by the State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF), National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and local 
police, officials said.

Ruksana Kouser, wife of Mohd Kaleem, was swept away by a 
strong current in the Bagani Talab-Flora nallah in the Chinore area 
of Jammu city following heavy rainfall on October 11, they said.

“The woman’s body was recovered from the flood channel on 
Tuesday evening during the search operation in flood-affected ar-
eas, including Gumpul in Domana,” Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice (SDRF) Albeena Malik said. The family members express grati-
tude to the teams for ensuring the recovery of the body of their kin. 
Rescue personnel faced challenging conditions due to strong water 
currents and difficult terrain, she said.

SDRF Commandant Mohd Aslam visited the affected areas to 
assess the situation and review the ongoing search operation, of-
ficials said. He was accompanied by Subdivisional Police Officer 
(SDPO), Domana, Tahir Sheikh, Deputy Superintendent of Police 
(SDRF) Dinesh Gupta and Deputy SP (Trainings), SDRF, Rohit 
Dev Singh. The officers interacted with personnel deployed on the 
ground and assessed the operational challenges, they said.

Aslam directed the teams to maintain coordinated efforts and 
carry out the search operation with dedication and determination, 
officials said.

According to family members, the incident occurred when the 
couple was caught in the strong current while trying to prevent their 
car from being swept away by floodwaters. Kaleem was attempting 
to reverse the vehicle after it stalled, they said. (Press Trust of India)

HC Stays Trial Court Order in Land 
Dispute, Seeks Explanation for Delay
SRINAGAR: The High Court of J&K and Ladakh has stayed a trial 
court order restraining construction on a disputed portion of land in 
Srinagar, while seeking an explanation for the delay in deciding an 
application related to the matter.

A bench of Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal, while hearing a petition 
filed by M A Bawni and others, directed the Registrar Judicial to ob-
tain a report from the court of the 2nd Additional Munsiff, Srinagar, 
explaining why an order had not been pronounced on an applica-
tion seeking clarification despite arguments having concluded on 3 
October last year. The Court also directed the Registrar Judicial to 
summon the scanned record of the case from the trial court and is-
sued notice to the respondent, M M Ganai, in the main petition and 
the connected application.

The dispute concerns the demolition of a wall and proposed 
construction over a contested portion of property.

The petitioners challenged a trial court order dated March 9, 
2024, which directed them not to continue demolition or construc-
tion over the disputed area until the next date of hearing. The order 
had been passed after the plaintiff alleged that the ongoing work 
exceeded the permission granted by the competent authority.

The petitioners contended that the trial court had earlier, on 
February 5, 2024, modified its interim directions and permitted 
construction subject to the filing of an indemnity bond. Under the 
earlier order, they said, the defendants were required to demolish 
the construction, restore the previous position and compensate the 
plaintiff if the suit was eventually decided in his favour.

They argued that the subsequent order, passed in the guise of 
a clarification, effectively reversed the earlier decision and was not 
permissible under law.

Taking note of the submissions and the record, the High Court 
observed that a prima facie case had been made out for the court’s 
intervention. It also noted that arguments on the clarification ap-
plication had concluded on October 3, 2025, but the trial court had 
yet to pronounce its order.

The court further observed, prima facie, that once the interim 
application had been disposed of after considering the rights of 
both parties and the balance of convenience, there was no occasion 
to upset that order through a clarification in the manner alleged.

The court directed that the impugned order dated March 9, 
2024, shall remain stayed, subject to objections from the other side, 
until the next date. However, the trial court has been permitted to 
proceed with the matter in accordance with law. The case has been 
listed for further consideration on October 31.  (KO Correspondent)

MP Mian Altaf Seeks Early 
Opening Of Sarai For Patients
ANANTNAG:  Member of Parliament (MP) Mian Altaf Ahmad Larvi 
visited Government Medical College (GMC) Anantnag on Tuesday 
to assess the progress of a Sarai (rest house) under construction to 
provide accommodation and respite for patients from distant areas 
and their attendants.

During the visit, the MP inspected the facility and took stock of 
the work completed so far. He observed that the Sarai could offer 
considerable relief to patients and their families, particularly those 
travelling long distances for medical consultations, investigations 
and treatment at the medical college.

However, the MP expressed concern over the delay in complet-
ing the project, stating that the facility should have been made 
available to the public much earlier.

Calling for its early utilisation, Mian Altaf said the portions of the 
Sarai that had already been completed should be opened for public 
use without waiting for the entire project to be finished.

He said making the completed sections functional would provide 
immediate relief to patients and attendants, while the remaining 
construction and expansion work could continue simultaneously.

The MP said he had previously taken up the matter with the 
Deputy Commissioner Anantnag and held discussions with officials 
of the Public Works Department (PWD) to explore measures for 
making the facility operational.

He added that he would once again take up the issue with the 
concerned authorities to expedite the process and ensure that the 
infrastructure was put to use at the earliest. (KNO)

Father-Son Duo Held After Narcotics, 
Arms Seizure In Ganderbal
GANDERBAL: A father-son duo has been taken into custody after a 
joint search operation led to the recovery of 577 grams of a charas-like 
substance, rifles and other material from their residence in the Bun-
pora Tulmulla area of Ganderbal district on Tuesday, officials said.

An official said that the search was conducted by police, CRPF 
and other agencies following inputs about suspected narcotics and 
subversive activities.

He said the team recovered 577 grams of a charas-like substance, 
one 12-bore rifle, one chhara gun, four gelatin sticks and around 250 
grams of a gunpowder-like substance during the search.

“Four empty 12-bore cartridges, a lead slab and pellets weighing 
around 6.6 kilograms, 26 kilograms of bleaching powder and cot-
ton used for rifle cleaning were also seized,” the official said, adding 
that the two persons, identified as Bashir Ahmad Dar and his father, 
Abdul Majeed Dar, both residents of Bunpora Tulmulla, were taken 
into custody.

The official said FIR No. 30/2026 has been registered in this regard 
and further investigation is underway—(Observer News Service)

Dengue Cases Decline in J&K, Doctors Urge Vigilance
Down from 3,000 in 2025, 7,000 in 2024; 2022 saw 8,269 cases, 18 deaths; health experts call for eliminating 

mosquito breeding sites, warn of severe complications from reinfection
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir has reported around 1,200 
dengue cases so far this year, 
marking a considerable decline 
compared to the previous few 
years, even as health experts 
have urged people to remain 
vigilant against the mosquito-
borne disease and take preven-
tive measures.

Health experts cautioned 
that despite the comparatively 
lower number of cases, dengue 
can lead to serious, potentially 
life-threatening complications 
if warning signs are ignored or 
medical attention is delayed.

According to health data, ac-
cessed by KNO, J&K reported 
around 3,000 dengue cases in 
2025, 7,000 in 2024, 6,403 in 
2023 and 8,269 in 2022—the 
highest number recorded in the 
Union Territory. The 2022 out-
break also claimed 18 lives. In 
comparison, cases were almost 
negligible more than a decade 
ago, with only two cases in 
2009 and none in 2010.

Doctors at Government Medi-

cal College (GMC) Jammu have ad-
vised people not to become com-
placent because of the decline, 
stressing that timely diagnosis, 
adequate hydration, medical su-
pervision and mosquito-control 
measures remain essential.

Health experts said dengue 
is transmitted through the bite 
of an infected Aedes mosquito, 
particularly Aedes aegypti. 
Symptoms generally develop 
four to ten days after an in-
fected bite and may last three 
to seven days.

"The period when the fever 

starts settling can be particu-
larly critical for some patients. 
People should not assume that 
recovery has begun simply 
because the temperature has 
come down. Any warning signs 
during this phase require im-
mediate medical evaluation," 
experts said.

They explained that dengue 
can affect platelet counts and 
blood vessels, increasing the 
risk of bleeding, fluid leakage 
and, in severe cases, damage 
to vital organs. Doctors also 
warned that a subsequent in-

fection involving a different 
strain can increase the risk of 
severe disease.

Common symptoms include 
high fever, severe headache, 
pain behind the eyes, muscle 
and joint pain, nausea, vomit-
ing, skin rashes and extreme 
weakness.

Doctors cautioned against ig-
noring severe abdominal pain, 
persistent vomiting, difficulty 
breathing, bleeding from the 
nose or gums, blood in vomit or 
stools, unusual tiredness, rest-
lessness or irritability.

The advisory notes that 
nearly one in every 20 dengue 
patients may develop severe 
dengue. "People experiencing 
warning signs should not delay 
visiting a healthcare facility. 
Early medical assessment and 
appropriate supportive treat-
ment can help prevent compli-
cations," doctors said.

They also cautioned against 
self-medication, noting the 
absence of a specific antiviral 
treatment makes prevention, 
early diagnosis and proper clin-
ical management particularly 

important.
Experts stressed that elimi-

nating mosquito breeding sites 
is among the most effective 
ways to reduce transmission, 
as Aedes mosquitoes can breed 
in small quantities of stagnant 
water collected in flower pots, 
buckets, discarded tyres, coolers, 
containers and even bottle caps.

"People must take preven-
tive measures before mosquito 
breeding increases. Removing 
stagnant water, keeping water-
storage containers covered and 
maintaining clean surround-
ings are essential steps," doc-
tors said.

Residents have been advised 
to regularly inspect their homes 
and neighbourhoods, empty 
and clean water containers, use 
mosquito repellents and wear 
full-sleeved clothing. Doctors 
also recommended installing 
screens on doors and windows 
and using mosquito nets while 
sleeping, including during day-
time rest, as dengue-carrying 
mosquitoes are commonly 
active during daylight hours. 
(with KNO inputs)

Jammu Residents Clean Up Homes 
After Record Rainfall
Press Trust of India

JAMMU: Jammu residents 
are struggling to clear 
mud and water from their 
homes after record rainfall 
triggered flash floods here, 
inundating residential col-
onies, damaging roads and 
drains, and hindering wa-
ter supply.

Jammu received 185.6 
mm rainfall on Sunday. 
To put it into perspective, 
the earlier record for peak 
October rainfall was set 
in 1955, when the region 
logged 160 mm rainfall 
throughout the month.

As a result, over two 
dozen localities lie inun-
dated, while landslides 
and mudflows triggered 
by the intense rainfall have 
choked roads and drains at 
several places.

Residents in low-lying 
areas have been removing 
thick layers of mud, slush 
and debris from their hous-
es for the past two days, 
alleging that inadequate 
drainage facilities, coupled 
with clogged drains and 
damaged embankments, 
have repeatedly led to 
flooding -- despite assur-
ances from authorities.

In Jammu's Dream City 
locality, Sunita Devi, her 
sister Nirmala and other 
family members, have been 
struggling to clean their 
residence after floodwaters 
from an adjoining drain 
brought in mud and debris, 
damaging refrigerators, so-
fas, beds and other house-
hold articles.

"We have been cleaning 
our house for the past two 
days. Almost all household 
items have been damaged 
due to mud and slush," 
Sunita said.

Recounting the ordeal, 
she claimed they had con-
tacted police for assistance, 
but they were of no help, 
and urged the family to con-

tact other emergency ser-
vices. "Everyone we called 
directed us elsewhere. Who 
are we supposed to turn to 
in such a situation?" Sunita 
wondered.

Her sister Nirmala al-
leged that the adjoining 
drain had not been cleaned 
since last year and its re-
taining wall had broken, 
allowing mud and debris to 
inundate the locality.

"The government col-
lects taxes from us, but 
where does the money go? 
Will the authorities wake 
up only after someone los-
es their life?" she said.

Nirmala said the family 
had spent a significant sum 
this year on various repairs 
and other expenses, and 
would now have to cough 
up more money to make 
their home habitable again.

"We faced a very similar 
situation last year. Noth-
ing has changed. Who is 
helping us? The MLA came 
and left without properly 
inspecting the situation," 
Nirmala claimed.

She also questioned the 
maintenance of drains, 
saying residents had to pay 
labourers from their own 
pockets to get them cleared 
so that stormwater could 
flow out.

In Jawahar Nagar, Bharati 
and his son Ishu have been 
cleaning their house after 
floodwaters from the near-
by nallah inundated their 
first floor, damaging house-
hold goods worth lakhs.

"The floods have be-

come an annual feature. 
Despite assurances by the 
MLA and Jammu Municipal 
Corporation, nothing has 
been done to raise the em-
bankment. Surveys have 
been conducted, but there 
has been little progress on 
the ground," Bharati said.

He alleged that the re-
peated flooding is weak-
ening the foundation of 
his house and called for 
strengthening drainage 
channels and embank-
ments to protect residents 
living along water bodies.

Significant waterlogging 
following the downpour 
was reported from Tawi, 
Roop Nagar, Upper Roop 
Nagar, Amit Nagar, Gumpal, 
Pukhoo, Bantalab, Talab 
Tillo, Rajinder Nagar, Pirkho, 
Hazuri Nagar, Colonel Colo-
ny, Bhawani Nagar, Nai Basti, 
Dream City, Gorkha Nagar, 
Jawahar Nagar, Udhaywala, 
Muthi and Lower Roop 
Nagar, and other localities.

In Amit Nagar, Roop-
nagar and Muthi, vehicles 
were reportedly swept 
away by flash floods, while 
damaged roads and wa-
terlogged lanes disrupted 
movement.

Residents said incom-
plete drainage works and 
inadequate stormwater 
channels have exacerbat-
ed the situation, bringing 
floodwaters into homes. 
They urged the administra-
tion to complete pending 
drainage works, strengthen 
vulnerable embankments 
and repair damaged roads.

The latest flooding has 
also revived concerns over 
the lack of lasting repairs 
following the devastating 
rainfall of August 26, 2025. 
Residents said damaged 
roads, incomplete drains 
and half-measures on the 
ground have caused persis-
tent troubles during heavy 
rainfall.

Preliminary assess-
ments by the administra-
tion and concerned agen-
cies indicate damages 
exceeding Rs 10 crore to 
roads, lanes and other in-
frastructure in the city. The 
estimate could rise after a 
detailed assessment.

Several roads have de-
veloped potholes or suf-
fered erosion, while water 
supply pipelines and elec-
tricity infrastructure have 
also been affected in some 
areas, officials said.

The Public Works De-
partment is expected to 
assess the damage and pre-
pare repair proposals, while 
municipal teams have be-
gun removing accumulated 
silt and debris from affected 
localities, they said.

The Jammu Municipal 
Corporation has launched a 
cleaning drive -- deploying 
health, sanitation and trans-
port department personnel 
to clear drains, lanes and 
roads in affected localities.

The drive covers Nank 
Nagar, Jeevan Nagar, Di-
giana, Talab Tillo, Bantalab 
Nagar, Muthi and other ar-
eas. Municipal teams are 
using heavy machinery to 
remove accumulated mud 
and debris, with dozens of 
tipper trucks engaged in 
transporting the waste, of-
ficials said.

Health Officer Dr Sha-
hid Hussain said the heavy 
rainfall has left several lo-
calities covered in mud and 
wastewater, prompting 
deployment of sanitation 
workers and machinery.

Strengthen Operational 
Preparedness To Maintain Peace: 
DGP Prabhat Directs Officers
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Calling on the 
officers to ensure effective 
coordination to address 
emerging security chal-
lenges, Director General 
of Police Nalin Prabhat on 
Tuesday directed them to 
strengthen operational 
preparedness to maintain 
peace and security across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Chairing an operational 
review meeting in hybrid 
mode at PCR Kashmir 
here, DGP Prabhat, accord-
ing to KNO laid emphasis 
on strengthening the pro-
fessional competence and 
operational preparedness 
of J&K Police. “All officers 
should remain alert, pro-
active, and operationally 
prepared,” he said.

The meeting was at-
tended by the top officers 
who at the outset of the 
meeting briefed the chair 
on the operational pre-
paredness and key secu-
rity-related developments 
in the UT of J&K.

They apprised the DGP 
of the measures being 
undertaken to maintain 
peace and security, the 
steps taken to strengthen 
intelligence-gathering 
mechanisms, and the ef-
forts made to enhance 
overall operational effec-
tiveness across the Union 
Territory.

During the review, the 
DGP emphasised the need 
to strengthen intelligence-
based operations and 
maintain heightened vigi-
lance. Stressing the impor-
tance of inter-agency co-
ordination, the DGP called 
for seamless information 
sharing among District Po-
lice, intelligence agencies, 
and other security forces 
to ensure effective opera-
tional outcomes.

DGP Prabhat stressed 
the need to intensify pa-

trolling, strengthen area 
domination, and undertake 
focused operations based 
on actionable intelligence.

The DGP underscored 
the importance of leverag-
ing available technology 
to enhance surveillance, 
improve situational aware-
ness, and strengthen the 
response capabilities of 
field formations. The chair 
also called for enhanced se-
curity in border areas, with 
close monitoring of sensi-
tive locations, strength-
ened engagement with 
local communities to build 
trust and encourage the 
sharing of timely informa-
tion, and coordinated ef-
forts to prevent infiltration 
and other security threats.

DGP Prabhat also em-
phasised the effective util-
isation of the tenant veri-
fication application and 
called for the maintenance 
of updated digital records 
of tenants and their verifi-
cation status.

Emphasising the im-
portance of institutional 
discipline and effective su-
pervision, the DGP direct-
ed senior officers to con-
duct frequent inspections 
of Police Stations to review 
the maintenance of official 
records, ensure proper up-
keep and hygiene of police 
premises, and assess the 
welfare, cleanliness, and 
living conditions of police 
personnel.

DGP Prabhat further 
stressed the need for rou-
tine checks to maintain 
discipline, punctuality, pro-
fessional conduct, and op-
erational readiness among 
personnel at all levels.

The DGP also directed 
Traffic Police to intensify 
enforcement against traf-
fic violations, ensure strict 
compliance with traffic 
regulations, and take ap-
propriate action against 
offenders.

KSSIA Backs Ease of 
Doing Business Act
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir 
Small Scale Industrial Asso-
ciation (KSSIA) has welcomed 
the Jammu and Kashmir Ease 
of Doing Business Act, 2026, 
while urging the government 
to notify clear implementa-
tion rules at the earliest to 
ensure environmental pro-
tection and public safety.

At a meeting of its Ex-
ecutive Council at its Baghi 
Ali Mardan Khan office, 
chaired by president Syed 
Fazal Illahi, the association 
unanimously supported the 
legislation, describing it as a 
long-awaited reform " could 
reduce bureaucratic hurdles, 
generate employment.

KSSIA said simplifying 
business procedures should 
not be interpreted as weak-
ening regulatory safeguards. 

It expressed disappointment 
over objections raised by the 
Group of Concerned Citizens 
(GCC), arguing that concerns 
about the legislation's imple-
mentation were premature 
before the rules and guide-
lines had been notified.

The association also 
called for greater scrutiny of 
environmental degradation 
over the past three decades, 
citing unplanned develop-
ment in Pahalgam, Gulmarg 
and Sonamarg, besides the 
commercialisation of resi-
dential areas such as Karan 
Nagar, Balgarden, Jawahar 
Nagar and Rajbagh.

KSSIA members ques-
tioned the lack of compa-
rable accountability for past 
administrative decisions, 
maintaining that environ-
mental protection and public 
to the reform.

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 
Observed at GDC Women Pulwama
Observer News Service

PULWAMA: MY Bharat Pulwama in col-
laboration with, Government Degree Col-
lege for Women Pulwama, organised a 
comprehensive seminar on local disaster 
risk reduction strategies to mark the Inter-
national Day for Disaster Risk Reduction.

The programme witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from student volun-
teers, National Youth Volunteers (NYVs), 
NSS volunteers and representatives of 
various civic organisations. The seminar 
focused on strengthening community 
preparedness, promoting resilient hous-
ing and developing effective disaster re-
sponse mechanisms.

Dr. Sameer Fayaz from the Depart-
ment of Geography served as the re-
source person, highlighting the impor-
tance of grassroots awareness, disaster 
response teams, safe construction prac-
tices, proper land-use planning and 
strict enforcement of safety codes. Par-
ticipants discussed the crucial stages of 
disaster management, including rescue, 
relief and rehabilitation, while empha-

sising the need for regular mock drills 
and public awareness campaigns.

The speakers stressed that disaster 
resilience begins at the community 
level, with youth playing a vital role in 
preparedness and emergency response.

The event was held under the guid-
ance of Sh. Divyanshu Jaiswal, District 
Youth Officer (DYO), MY Bharat Pulwa-
ma, and with the support of Principal, 
GDC Women Pulwama, Prof. (Dr.) Sami 
Jan. Dr. Nisar Ahmad Wani, Dean Stu-
dents Welfare, delivered the concluding 
remarks, while Dr. Fahim Ul Hassan, NSS 
Programme Officer, coordinated and 
moderated the programme. The semi-
nar concluded with a collective commit-
ment to promote disaster awareness and 
build safer, more resilient communities.

Drug Addiction, 
Peddling Declining 
Significantly in J&K: 
ADGP
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Drug addiction and 
peddling have declined signifi-
cantly across Jammu and Kash-
mir, Additional Director General of 
Police (ADGP) Nitish Kumar said 
on Tuesday, attributing the prog-
ress to the Nasha Mukt campaign 
launched under the leadership of 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha.

Speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of the Jashn-e-Dal 
water sports event in Srinagar, 
Kumar said the campaign had 
received an overwhelming re-
sponse across the Union Terri-
tory, contributing to a reduction 
in drug-related activities.

“Drug addiction and drug ped-
dling have not completely stopped, 
but there has certainly been a signif-
icant reduction,” he said, acknowl-
edging that the challenge persists 
despite the progress made.



08NEWS SRINAGAR | WEDNESDAY | 14.10.2026 08NEWS SRINAGAR | SUNDAY | 07.06.2026

World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

India Issues Saudi Alert, Airlines Suspend Flights
Trans Asia News

NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday 
advised its nationals in Saudi 
Arabia to remain vigilant and 
follow local authorities' in-
structions amid an escalating 
security situation, after an at-
tack on Riyadh's King Khalid 
International Airport killed an 
Indian national and injured sev-
eral others.

The Indian Embassy in Ri-
yadh urged citizens to remain 
calm, stay indoors in the event 
of an aerial attack and rely on 
official channels for updates. It 
also cautioned them against cir-
culating videos or news related 
to the ongoing hostilities.

The advisory follows the 
death of Mohammed Yousef Ali 
in the October 10 attack on the 
airport, which also left 11 other 
Indian nationals injured, ac-
cording to the embassy.

India's ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia and embassy officials at-

tended Ali's funeral in Riyadh on 
October 12, the mission said, of-
fering condolences to his family.

Of the injured Indians, four 
remained in intensive care, 
four were receiving treatment 
in general wards and three had 
been discharged, the embassy 
said. Officials were visiting hos-
pitals and maintaining contact 
with the injured and their fami-
lies to provide assistance.

The attacks come amid es-
calating hostilities involving 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen's Iran-
backed Houthi movement, with 
reports of drone and missile 
strikes targeting infrastructure 
in the kingdom. The latest de-
velopments have disrupted air 
travel and prompted height-
ened security precautions.

Airlines suspend Saudi flights 
until October 17

India's major airlines have 
suspended flights to several Sau-
di cities until October 17, citing 

the evolving security situation 
and risks to safe operations.

IndiGo said services to and 
from Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam 
and Medina had been cancelled 
until that date. Air India and Air 
India Express suspended flights 
connecting Riyadh, Dammam 
and Jeddah, while Akasa Air 
halted services to and from Ri-
yadh and Jeddah.

The airlines said affected 

passengers were being offered 
refunds or complimentary re-
scheduling, depending on the 
carrier's policy. They added that 
they were monitoring develop-
ments and would assess when 
services could safely resume.

Saudi Arabia's General Au-
thority of Civil Aviation has 
announced the suspension of 
operations at King Khalid Inter-
national Airport in Riyadh, the 

Indian Embassy said.
Flight services at other major 

Saudi airports, including Dam-
mam, Jeddah and Medina, were 
continuing, although disruptions 
remained, the mission added.

Scheduled flights operated 
by Saudi carrier Saudia were 
continuing from Dammam, Jed-
dah and Medina. Flynas was op-
erating scheduled services on 
the Dammam-Lucknow route, 
according to the embassy.

The mission advised Indians 
to remain in contact with their 
airlines and confirm flight sta-
tus before travelling to airports.

Alternative routes and visa 
relief

Indians seeking to leave 
Saudi Arabia during the disrup-
tion may consider flights from 
neighbouring Gulf countries, 
particularly Qatar and Bahrain, 
the embassy said. Such travel 
would depend on obtaining the 
necessary visas under the re-

spective countries' rules.
The embassy also said Saudi 

authorities would not impose 
fines on Indian nationals who 
entered the kingdom on visit, 
tourist, Umrah or business visas 
but were forced to overstay be-
cause flights were unavailable.

However, those whose visas 
had expired were advised to 
leave the kingdom as soon as 
flights became available.

The Consulate General of In-
dia in Jeddah issued a similar 
advisory, particularly for Umrah 
pilgrims travelling to and from 
Jeddah and Medina. It urged 
travellers to check with airlines 
before leaving for airports and 
remain in contact with travel 
agents and tour operators re-
garding cancellations, resched-
uling, accommodation and al-
ternative arrangements.

Both missions said they were 
coordinating with airlines and 
local authorities to assist af-
fected Indian nationals.

24-hour helplines opened
The Indian Embassy in Ri-

yadh has opened a 24-hour 
control room to assist citizens 
affected by the disruption.

It provided the following con-
tact details:

Telephone: +966-11-4884698
Toll-free number within Sau-

di Arabia: 8002471234
WhatsApp: +966-536216082 

(messages only)
Email: cw.riyadh@mea.gov.in
The Indian Consulate in Jed-

dah also operates a round-the-
clock control room for assistance.

The latest disruption comes 
after airlines temporarily sus-
pended services to Riyadh last 
week following reported attacks 
on the airport. The extension of 
cancellations through October 
17 leaves passengers facing con-
tinued uncertainty over travel 
plans, particularly those under-
taking religious pilgrimages or 
seeking to return to India.

Rahul Hosts Tea for Oppn MPs, Civil 
Society Members

IMF Raises India’s 
Growth Forecast 
to 7% in FY27
Press Trust of India

WASHINGTON: The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has raised In-
dia’s growth forecast to 7 per cent 
in 2026-27, higher than the 6.4 per 
cent in July, on the back of resilient 
domestic demand and robust ser-
vices activity, placing the country 
among the fastest-growing major 
economies.

“India remains among the fast-
est-growing major economies, with 
growth in 2026 projected at 7.0 per 
cent,” the IMF said in the World 
Economic Outlook (WEO) report 
released at its annual meeting in 
Bangkok.

“This reflects stronger-than-ex-
pected momentum, supported by re-
silient domestic demand and robust 
services activity,” the report said.

It said India is projected to grow 
at 7 per cent in 2027-28, up from the 
July estimate of 6.7 per cent.

It said India’s growth remained 
robust, underpinned by domestic 
demand and services, despite higher 
oil prices. 

Hezbollah to Compensate War-
Hit Homeowners in Lebanon

Court Scraps Look-Out Circular 
in ₹247-Cr PNB Fraud Case

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi hosted IN-
DIA bloc leaders and members of stu-
dent organisations and civil society at 
his home for tea here on Tuesday.

Among the leaders present at Gan-
dhi's 5, Sunehri Bagh Road residence 
were Tejashwi Yadav and Manoj Jha of 
the RJD, Mahua Maji (JMM), Harender 
Malik, Anand Bhadauria and Mohibullah 
Nadvi (SP), M A Baby (CPI-M), D Raja and 
P Sandosh Kumar (CPI), AISA chief Neha 
Bora, Dipankar Bhattacharya (CPI-ML) 
and Mahua Moitra (TMC).

Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Congress Parliamentary 
Party chief Sonia Gandhi, besides party 
leaders K C Venugopal, Jairam Ramesh, 
Shashi Tharoor and Pawan Khera were 
also present on the occasion.

Earlier, in a post in Hindi on X, Gandhi 
said, "I have invited the leaders of the INDIA 
bloc, opposition MPs, student organisations 
and civil society comrades to my home for 
tea. In this people's movement to protect 
democracy, we are all together -- and this 
movement will continue relentlessly.

"After tea, we will all come together 
and present our case in front of the me-

dia. All protests are one," Gandhi said.
Sources said deliberations on the strat-

egy for joint protests against "vote chori" 
and to press for Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar's resigna-
tion are also expected to take place dur-
ing the meeting at Gandhi's residence.

This comes a day after the raging pro-
tests over the vote-theft charge reached 
the Supreme Court's doorstep. Opposi-
tion stalwarts, joined by activists and civ-
il society members, undertook a "March 
for Democracy" on a heavily-barricaded 
route and filed a joint petition against 
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
the electoral roll and alleged poll irregu-
larities in a major show of strength in the 
national capital. The opposition has been 
demanding the CEC's resignation over 
alleged irregularities in the SIR.

A mammoth crowd carrying flags and 
posters descended on central Delhi's 
Connaught Place, with Leaders of Op-
position (LoPs) in the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha, Gandhi and Kharge respec-
tively, Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav, Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
supremo Mamata Banerjee, D Raja, M 
A Baby, Tejashwi Yadav and NCP-SCP 
leader Supriya Sule, among others, join-
ing the march.

AP

BEIRUT: Hezbollah will pay 
up to USD 14,000 in aid to 
families whose homes in 
Lebanon were destroyed or 
made uninhabitable dur-
ing the war with Israel, the 
head of the group's Execu-
tive Council said Tuesday. 
At a news conference, Ali Daa-
moush accused the Lebanese 
state of failing to carry out its 
duties to help the displaced.

He said families who lost 
their homes in Beirut and its 
southern suburbs would re-
ceive USD 14,000 each, while 
those elsewhere in Lebanon 
would get USD 12,000. Each 
payment includes USD 8,000 
for furniture, with the rest in-
tended to cover rent.

Daamoush did not say how 
many families would benefit 
or how much the payments 
would total.

The initiative appears 
aimed at bolstering public 
support and signalling defi-
ance to the Lebanese govern-

ment and the United States, 
which has sought to cut off 
Hezbollah's funding.

The press conference was 
group's first on such payments 
since its latest two wars with 
Israel, which killed more than 
8,000 people and destroyed 
tens of thousands of homes in 
Lebanon.

In recent years, the United 
States has increased its sanc-
tions on individuals and in-
stitutions that Washington 
says Hezbollah uses to funnel 
money into Lebanon. Flights 
from Iran to Lebanon have 
been banned for nearly two 
years as part of efforts to pres-
sure the Iran-backed group.

The latest war began when 
Hezbollah fired rockets into 
Israel in early March, two 
days after the US and Israel 
launched a war on Iran. Israel 
launched a ground invasion, 
capturing dozens of Lebanese 
villages and towns along the 
border, before a US-brokered 
ceasefire ended the conflict in 
late June.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court 
has rescinded a look-out 
circular (LOC) issued against 
an accused in a Rs 247-crore 
fraud case involving the 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
registered by the CBI, say-
ing the seriousness of an al-
legation cannot be the sole 
determinant for a circular's 
continued operation.

An LOC is an adminis-
trative alert used by law-
enforcement agencies in 
India to monitor or restrict 
the travel of an individual at 
international borders.

Special Judge Dinesh Ku-
mar of the Rouse Avenue 
Courts was hearing a plea 
by accused Akash Gupta, 
saying he was stopped at 
the Bengaluru airport im-
migration counter while 
he was leaving for Australia 
to secure admission for his 
son to an educational in-
stitution, and learnt for the 
first time that there was an 

LOC against him.
The plea sought the 

circular's cancellation, 
saying the court had ear-
lier allowed Gupta to travel 
abroad, following which 
he had complied with all 
conditions and returned on 
time, and besides, he had 
cooperated with the inves-
tigation throughout.

In an order dated Octo-
ber 7, the court noted that 
the agency had filed its final 
report in the case and that 
Gupta was not arrested dur-
ing the probe.

"Therefore, the investi-
gating agency is under an 
obligation to explain why 
his continued restriction on 
foreign travel is now neces-
sary," the court said.

It said Gupta's return 
to India despite having 
an opportunity to remain 
abroad after the court's ear-
lier permission supports his 
contention that he has not 
attempted to evade the pro-
cess of law.


