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Mufti Regrets 'Slip 
of Tongue' Remark 
At Jantar Mantar

Govt Jobs Alone Can't End 

Unemployment: LG Sinha

PoK Polls A 
'Cosmetic 
Exercise':India
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India on Tuesday 
described the ongoing local 
body elections in Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir (PoK) as an 
attempt by Islamabad to cam-
ouflage its illegal occupation 
and hide its "grave" human 
rights violations in the region.

Voting in PoK began this 
week for the first round of lo-
cal legislative elections amid 
widespread violence.

"The current cosmetic elec-
toral exercise is nothing but 
an attempt by Pakistan to 
camouflage its illegal occupa-
tion and hide its grave human 
rights violations in the re-
gion," External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said at his bi-weekly media 
briefing.

He reiterated that the entire 
Union territories of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh, in-
cluding the areas currently 
under Pakistan's | More on P6

2 Held In  
Baramulla For Rape, 
Filming Assault
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Two men have been ar-
rested for allegedly gang raping 
a 21-year-old woman, recording 
the assault on a mobile phone, and 
threatening her into silence in north 
Kashmir's Baramulla district, police 
said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference, 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Baramulla Gurinderpal Singh 
said the woman approached Police 
Station Baramulla on July 25 and 
lodged a written complaint alleging 
that the crime had taken place on 
July 3 at Jalsheeri Drangbal.

According to the complaint, the 
woman had gone to the picnic spot 
with a male friend | More on P6

FDA Bans  
Unsafe Sauce Batch 
Across J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Food and Drugs 
Administration (FDA), Jammu and 
Kashmir, has prohibited the sale of 
a batch of Snack Dressing (Sauce) 
marketed under the brand "Nirmal 
Fruits Products" across the Union 
Territory after it was declared un-
safe and misbranded by the National 
Food Laboratory (NFL), Ghaziabad.

The order, issued under the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 2006, also 
directs the immediate withdrawal and 
recall of the affected batch from the 
market in the interest of public health.

The prohibited | More on P6

39 Yatris Hurt After Bus Skids Off Road In Ganderbal

LG visits SKIMS, CM directs best treatment for injured

1.2 Cr People Reached Under 

Anti-Drug Campaign In J&K
Centre says 69 lakh youth, 51 lakh women reached; 

8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras join anti-drug drive

Sessions Court Sets 
Aside Order Against 
SSP Srinagar
Issues Guidelines For 
Streamlining Execution 
Of Judicial Processes
M Ahmad

Srinaga: A Sessions Court here has 
set aside a lower court's order di-
recting the registration of a criminal 
case against Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Srinagar, GV Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, while simultane-
ously laying down a comprehensive 
mechanism for the execution of ju-
dicial processes within the district.

The court of 2nd Additional 
Sessions Judge Srinagar, presided 
over by Naushad Ahmad Khan 
passed the order while allowing a 
criminal revision petition filed by 
the | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: : Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday 
expressed regret over her con-
troversial remarks at the re-
cent Jantar Mantar protest, de-
scribing them as a "slip of the 
tongue" and clarifying that the 
statement had been taken out 
of context.

Addressing a press conference 
on the party's 27th Foundation 
Day in Srinagar, the former chief 
minister maintained that the 
viral video of her remarks was 
authentic and had not been 
doctored.

"I gave bytes to a lot of people 
there. In one byte I said there is 
militancy and intended to say 
'bahana banta hai', but due to 
the rush of media interactions 
I could not utter the word 'ba-
hana'. I thought I had said that," 

Mehbooba said.
Rejecting claims that the clip 

had been manipulated, she said, 
"I wouldn't say the video is fake; 
it is genuine."

She said she has consistently 
raised issues concerning the 
rights, dignity and democratic 
aspirations of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir through-
out her political career, adding 
that the controversial remark 
did not reflect her intended 
message.

Reaffirming the PDP's po-
litical stand, Mehbooba an-
nounced that the party would 
hold peaceful protests across 
Jammu and Kashmir on August 
5 to press for the restoration of 
Articles 370 and 35A.

She said the PDP had adopted 
a political resolution reaffirm-
ing the vision of its founder, late 
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, cen-
tred on  | More on P6

Rain Lashes J&K Parts; 

Wet Weather Till Aug 4
Cloudburst Triggers Flash Floods In Bandipora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Moderate to heavy 
rainfall lashed several parts 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday, while a cloudburst 
in north Kashmir's Bandipora 
district triggered flash floods, 
prompting the Meteorological 
Department to warn of more 
rain and weather-related 
hazards across the Union 
Territory over the coming 
days.

According to the 
Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar, moderate to heavy 
rainfall was recorded in 
parts of Kupwara, Handwara, 
Sopore and Bandipora in 
north Kashmir. Heavy show-
ers were also reported from 

Ganderbal, Kokernag and sev-
eral areas of south Kashmir's 
Anantnag district.

In the Jammu region, rain 
lashed Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban, 
Doda and Kishtwar districts.

Cloudburst Triggers Flash 
Floods

A cloudburst struck the 
Nagmarg area of Bandipora 
district, sending a surge of 
muddy water and debris 
through downstream villages 
and triggering | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: More than 1.20 crore 
people, including 69.14 lakh 
youth and 51.20 lakh women, 
have been sensitised under the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA) in Jammu and Kashmir, 
while 8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras 
have joined the anti-drug cam-
paign across the Union Territory, 
the Centre informed Parliament 
on Tuesday.

In a written reply to an un-
starred question by Srinagar MP 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi in the 
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment said the 

campaign is being implemented 
through awareness programmes, 
de-addiction services, counselling 
and rehabilitation facilities.

The ministry said the 
Department of Social Justice and 
Empowerment is implementing 
the National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: At least 39 
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims 
were injured on Tuesday af-
ter the bus they were travel-
ling in skidded off the road 

and crashed into a house in 
Ganiwan area of Ganderbal 
district, officials said.

The accident occurred 
when the driver reportedly 
lost control of the bus while 
negotiating a curve. The 

vehicle veered off the road 
and landed on a vacant house, 
causing extensive damage to 
the structure. Officials said 
the house prevented the bus 
from plunging into the near-
by Sindh | More on P6

Says youth are the 

makers of India's future

Pushes industry-academia 

partnership, skill-based hiring

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said 
unemployment cannot be ad-
dressed through government 
jobs alone, stressing the need 
to align education with indus-
try requirements, promote 
entrepreneurship and expand 
private sector employment 
opportunities.

Addressing the 77th 
State-Level Mega Job Fair at 
Amar Singh College here, 
the Lieutenant Governor 
said government vacancies 
were limited and called for 

a collaborative approach in-
volving educational institu-
tions, industry and skill devel-
opment initiatives to create 

sustainable employment.
"Government jobs alone 

cannot solve unemployment. 
We need to align skills with 
industry needs, promote 
private sector job creation 
through MSMEs and SMEs, 
and bridge the transition 
from college to the workplace 
through internships, mentor-
ships and career guidance," 
Sinha said.

The Mega Job Fair, organised 
by Desh Bhagat University 
in collaboration with Cluster 
University Srinagar, NIELIT, 
Nations Development 
Association (NDA) and MY 

Bharat, brought together 
more than 50 companies from 
sectors including informa-
tion technology, healthcare, 
banking, manufacturing, re-
tail, hospitality, logistics and 
engineering.

Describing the event as 
a platform where "dreams 
meet direction and education 
meets industry", Sinha said 
such initiatives instil confi-
dence in young people while 
directly connecting them with 
employment opportunities.

"You are not merely job-
seekers. You are the makers 
of India's future. | More on P6

Rain Likely 
Across J&K From 
Oct 13 To 15

Delhi Rewrites Its Protest Map, 

Drops Jantar Mantar
3 New Venues Designated; Opposition Calls Move A Crackdown On Dissent

The Rise & 
Receding of 
Jantar Mantar

For decades, citizens 
from across the 
country have 

reached the capital to 
exercise their right to 
dissent. Delhi offered 
them several addresses; 
among them was Jantar 
Mantar, a stretch of 
road that became syn-
onymous with protests 
that often changed the 
course of governance 
and policy.
Now, after decades of 
serving as one of India's 
best-known locations 
for voicing dissent, the 
site seems to have been 
relieved of its role as 
a designated protest 
venue. In a stand-
ing order issued on 
October 11, Delhi Police 
Commissioner Anurag 
Kumar de-notified 
Jantar Mantar Road as a 
designated | More on P6

Oppn Marches 
To SC, Files 
Plea Over 
'Irregularities'

J&K Fixes  
21-Day 
Deadline For 
Fire NOCs
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government has fixed 
a 21-day timeline for issu-
ing No Objection Certificates 
(NOCs) from the Fire and 
Emergency Services for building 
permissions.

The General Administration 
Department issued a notifica-
tion on Monday, specifying the 
stipulated timeframe under 
the Jammu and Kashmir Public 
Services Guarantee Act, 2011, and 
the Jammu and Kashmir Public 
Services Guarantee Rules, 2011.

According to the notifica-
tion, the Joint Director, Fire 
and Emergency Services, has 
been designated as the officer 
responsible for delivering the 
service within the prescribed 
timeframe.

The order also specifies a 
two-tier grievance redressal 
mechanism for applicants who 
are dissatisfied with the service 
or face delays.

The Director General, Fire and 
Emergency Services, will act as 
the First Appellate Authority, 
while the Administrative 
Secretary of the Home 
Department will serve as the 
Second Appellate Authority.

The notification was issued 
by the General Administration 
Department | More on P6

Snowfall Possible 
Over Higher 
Reaches

Farmers Advised 
To Stor Harvested 
Crops Safely

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
is likely to experience light to 
moderate rainfall, thunder-
storms and gusty winds at 
many places from October 13 
to 15, with light snowfall ex-
pected over higher reaches, the 
Meteorological Centre Srinagar 
said on Monday.

The Meteorological 
Department said generally 
cloudy weather with light rain 
at isolated places was expected 
on Monday, while higher reach-
es may receive light snowfall.

It has forecast generally dry 
weather with a brief spell of 

light rain at isolated places on 
October 16, followed by dry con-
ditions from October 17 to 24.

In an advisory, the depart-
ment urged farmers to ensure 
the safe storage of harvested 
apples, paddy and other crops 
during October 13-15 in view 
of the possibility of rainfall and 
gusty winds.

The department also warned 
of light snowfall over impor-
tant mountain passes and roads 
during the forecast period. 
Travellers, transporters and the 
general public were advised to 
plan their journeys accordingly 
and follow traffic advisories.

People, | More on P6

The raging protests over "vote chori" charge reached the 
Supreme Court's doorstep on Monday as opposition stal-
warts, joined by activists and civil society members, under-

took a "March for Democracy" on a heavily barricaded route and 
filed a joint petition against SIR and alleged poll irregularities, in a 
major show of strength in the national capital. | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Delhi Police has 
de-notified Jantar Mantar as 
a designated site for protests 
and demonstrations, nam-
ing Ramlila Maidan, Burari 
Ground and CBD Ground in 
east Delhi as the new venues 
for public gatherings, accord-
ing to an official order.

Delhi Police Commissioner 
Anurag Kumar issued the 
standing order on October 
11, stating that the decision 
had been taken on the rec-
ommendations of a commit-
tee constituted by the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs to 
examine alternative venues 
for citizens to organise pro-
tests and demonstrations.

The move has drawn criti-
cism from the Congress and 
the Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP), whose leaders have 

questioned the decision to 
remove Jantar Mantar from 
the list of designated protest 
sites and alleged that it un-
dermines the right to peace-
ful assembly.

The decision comes amid 
heightened security arrange-
ments in the national capital 

following calls for protests 
at Jantar Mantar and recent 
demonstrations that dis-
rupted movement in the New 
Delhi district.

Three New Protest Venues
According to the stand-

ing order, Ramlila Maidan in 
Central Delhi, | More on P6
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J&K’s Mountain Policy Must Be 

Grounded In Reality: CM

Calls for actionable recommendations, sustainable 

tourism & climate-resilient infrastructure

Blast Near LoC In Poonch 

Triggers Security Alert
Four PoJK Residents Killed;Around A Dozen 

Landmines Defused In Mendhar In A Week

Mamta Yadav 
Takes Charge As 
Dir Information
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Mamta Yadav, IAS, 
on Monday assumed charge as 
Director Information, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and interacted 
with officers and officials of the 
Directorate of Information and 
Public Relations (DIPR).

During the interaction, Yadav 
emphasised the need for trans-
parent, accurate and timely 
dissemination of information 
regarding government policies, 
developmental initiatives and 
public welfare programmes.

She highlighted the 
Information Department's role 
in strengthening communication 
between the government and 
the public, stressing the impor-
tance of wider outreach and ef-
fective public engagement.

Underlining | More on P6

HC Sets Aside Order 
To File FIR Against 
Police Personnel
Agencies

Srinagar: The High Court of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 
has set aside a Magistrate’s order 
directing registration of an FIR 
against police personnel in two 
complaints alleging an attempt 
to kill a man and his family by 
setting their premises ablaze, 
holding that the order failed to 
demonstrate the judicial appli-
cation of mind required before 
directing a police investigation.

Justice Moksha Khajuria 
Kazmi, while deciding two con-
nected petitions filed by Rohit 
Sharma and others and Khalid 
Ashraf and others, observed that 
the Magistrate’s order did not 
discuss the allegations, refer to 
any prima facie material or ex-
plain why a police investigation 
was necessary,  | More on P6

‘Why Not Cap Prices Of All 

Medicines?’ SC Asks Centre
Questions Drug Markups, Seeks Pricing Plan By Oct 27

J&K FDA: Misleading Food 

Claims May Cost ₹10 Lakh

Food Firms Told To Review Labels, 

Packaging And Advertisements

Protect Children From Drugs: 

DGP Urges Collective Action

Agencies

Srinagar: Calling children the 
future of the nation, Jammu 
and Kashmir Director General 
of Police (DGP) Nalin Prabhat 
on Monday urged society 
to unite against drug abuse 
as he flagged off a joint J&K-
Ladakh Police motorcycle ral-
ly from Srinagar to Gujarat for 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas.

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of the function, 
Prabhat, said the anti-drug 
campaign was gaining momen-
tum in Jammu and Kashmir un-
der the leadership of Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha.

"These small children are 
the future of our country," he 
said, stressing that protecting 

the younger generation from 
drug abuse was a collective 
responsibility.

Referring to recent action 
against drug trafficking in 
Srinagar, the DGP said signifi-
cant progress had been made, 
with several arrests during 
the crackdown.

"This is a | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Monday called 
for a practical and actionable 
mountain development pol-
icy for Jammu and Kashmir, 
stressing that environmental 
protection, economic growth 
and people's livelihoods must 
go hand in hand.

Addressing the 13th 
Sustainable Mountain 
Development Summit at 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology of Kashmir 
(SKUAST-K), Shalimar, the 
Chief Minister said recom-
mendations emerging from 
the deliberations must reflect 
the ground realities of the re-
gion rather than remain con-
fined to academic discussions.

The three-day summit, 
jointly organised by SKUAST-
Kashmir and the Integrated 
Mountain Initiative, in col-
laboration with the Jammu 
and Kashmir Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
Council (JKSTIC), is being held 
under the J&K Agriculture 
Science Congress-2026. Its 
theme focuses on sustainable 

Himalayan landscapes for in-
clusive Viksit Bharat and the 
formulation of a Sustainable 
Mountain Development Policy 
for Jammu and Kashmir.

Omar said Jammu and 
Kashmir aspired to become 
the first Himalayan territory 
to have its own mountain pol-
icy, adding that the govern-
ment was | More on P6

Observer News Service

Jammu: At least four residents 
of Pakistan-occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (PoJK) were killed 
in a suspected improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) blast near 
the Line of Control (LoC), adja-
cent to the Krishna Ghati sector 
of Poonch district, on Monday, 
officials said.

The explosion reportedly oc-
curred in the Satwal-Naki area 
of Hajira tehsil in PoJK when 
a group of people was laying 
water pipes along the Pakistan 
side of the LoC, according to 
preliminary information re-
ceived by officials from across 
the border.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Faizan Sagheer, Ishtiaq, 
Waqas Sharief and Asim Rafiq, 
all residents of Battal Mandhol 
village in PoJK. The four were 
reportedly cousins.

Officials said the circum-
stances leading to the explo-
sion were yet to be established, 
although preliminary inputs 
suggested that an IED might 
have triggered the blast.

The involvement of any of 
the deceased in terror-related 
activities was not immediately 
known, officials added.

Following the explosion, se-
curity forces sounded an alert 
across the | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday said the 
Centre's response on capping 
the trade margin of anti-
cancer drugs at 30 per cent 
of the maximum retail price 
(MRP) is "hardly anything to 
be happy about" and ques-
tioned why the government 
cannot cap trade margins of 
other medicines.

The Centre, which has 
earlier come under severe 
criticism from the top court 
for steep markup of cancer 
drugs by hospitals, said that 
the government has taken an 
important decision to cap the 
trade margin on anti-cancer 

drugs at 30 per cent of the 
MRP, which is expected to 
result in annual savings of ap-
proximately Rs 2,500 crore to 
patients.

A bench of Justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta said 

that the Centre's response 
was insufficient and flagged 
that a single saline drip was 
sold in market for Rs 270 
while its actual cost was Rs 11.

"There is hardly anything to 
be happy | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Food and Drugs 
Administration (FDA) has 
cautioned food business op-
erators against the misleading 
use of terms such as “natural”, 
“pure”, “fresh” and “authentic” 
on product labels, packaging 
and advertisements, warning 
that violations could attract 
penalties of up to Rs 10 lakh.

In an advisory issued 
by the Drugs and Food 
Control Organization, J&K, 
the Commissioner, Food 
and Drugs Administration, 
has directed manufactur-
ers, importers, marketers, 

distributors and advertisers 
to strictly comply with the 
Food Safety and Standards 
(Advertising and Claims) 
Regulations, 2018.

The advisory states that all 
claims made on food labels, 
packaging, advertisements, 
websites, social media plat-
forms and other promotional 
material must be truthful, clear, 
meaningful, scientifically sub-
stantiated and not misleading.

It also requires nutrition, 
health and disease-risk re-
duction claims to comply with 
prescribed regulatory condi-
tions and be supported by ad-
equate scientific evidence.

Particular | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from (old name) 

Nazeer Ahmed Reshi to (new name) 

Nazeer Ahmad Reshi . In future i will be known 

as (new name) Nazeer Ahmad Reshi.

If anybody is having any objection he/she may 

contact passport office srinagar, within 7 days. 

After 7 days no objection will be accepted.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Bashir Ahmad Dar R/O:- Chamardoori Zaina Kadal, Srinagar hereby 
inform through this public no�ce that my son namely Mursaleen Dar 
is presently studying in Class 9th, Sec�on Blue, Roll No. 13 at 
Motherland High School, Kaka Mohalla, Khawaja Bazar, Nowha�a, 
Srinagar. It has been found that in the school records, the name of his 
mother has been wrongly men�oned as “Khalida” instead of the 
correct name “Sabiha Bashir”. Now I have applied for the correc�on of 
my son’s mother name in his school records. 
If anybody has any objec�on in this regard, he/she may file the same 
in the office of the Principal, Motherland High School within 7 days 
from the date of publica�on of this no�ce, a�er which no objec�on 
shall be entertained.

Bashir Ahmad Dar
F/O:- Mursaleen Dar

R/O:- Chamardoori Zaina Kadal, Srinagar M
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d
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
Syed Shahid Akbar S/O Syed  Mohd Akbar  Qadri  R/O. Patli Pora 
Bala. Chattabal , PO Karan Nagar  Srinagar it is the information 
for general Public that I want to apply for DEE Class Contractor 
Card if anybody is he/ she may contact at Chief Engineer  CI&D 
Wing JKPDC Bemina within a period of seven days No objection 
Shall be entertained

AB

PUBLIC NOTICE 

It is hereby notified for information of the general public 
that the name of the mother of Ms. Saida Sajad, bearing Roll 
No. 23333010000170004 has inadvertently been recorded 
as“Shameema Bano”in the academthe records.The same is 
required to be corrected and changed to“Shameema Akhter”.
Any person having any objection to the aforesaid correction 
may approach the concerned authority within seven (07) days 
from the date of publication of this notice, failing which no 
objection shall be entertained thereafter.
Name: Sajad Ahmad Bhat
father of: Saida Sajad
R/O Tral-i-Payeen	 ifno
mob: 9797112515

PUBLIC NOTICE 

TALAB  Hussain  S/o Jamal  Din  R/O  Govt High school  tharal 
Shikari Reasi it is the information  for general         Public that I 
want to apply for BEE CIass Contractor Card  if anybody is He/ 
she may contact at Chief Engineer. CI&D Wing JKPDC Bemina 
within a Period of Seven days No objection Shall be  entertained

AB

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified that my name has been inadvertently 
recorded as Maryam Begum in my account records maintained 
with Jammu and Kashmir Bank Branch Delina, Account No. 
0140040800007136, whereas my correct name, as per my 
Aadhaar Card, is Maryam Akhter.
I intend to get my name corrected in the bank records from 
“Maryam Begum” to “Maryam Akhter”. Any person having 
any objection to the proposed correction may submit their 
objection, along with relevant grounds, to the Branch Manager, 
J&K Bank, Delina Branch, Baramulla, within seven (7) days from 
the date of publication of this notice.
No objection shall be entertained after the expiry of the 
stipulated period.
Maryam Akhter
W/o Jamsheed Abdullah
R/o Delina, Baramulla	 jma

.

I have changed my name from 
(old name) riyan jahan to (new 
name)Mohammad Rayyan in 
future i will be known as (New 
name) Mohammad Rayyan. if 
anybody is having any objection 
he/she may contact passport 
Office, Srinagar within & 7 days. 
After 7 days no objection will be 
a c c e p t e d .

ab

CBC 03112/11/0015/2627

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION SOPORE

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
Fax No: - 01954-222626    

NIT NO.STDS/ 25 of 2026-27	                    Dated:  12/10/2026
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL), the Tender Floating Authority, 
as specified in clause 1 of BDS, invites e-bids from reputed Contractors having Valid A-Class Electrical Contractor License or equivalent 
license issued by Chief Electrical Inspector of J&KPDD/Relevant issuing authority/ registered Firms/Bidders enlisted with CPWD/MES/
Railways/GEM, as per terms, conditions, technical specifications and schedules of SBD forming part of this document. The detail of 
works is as under

1. Name of the Work Augmentation of Receiving Station Watlab from 2X6.3 MVA to 2X10  MVA under UT Capex
2. Estimated Cost( in Lakhs) 35.20
3. Cost of tender document in Rs. 

(Non- refundable)
₹ 1005/-

4. Cost of EMD@2% in Rs. ₹ 70,400/-

Critical Dates

A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document/ Sale of Bid 
Document (Start) / Clarifications start date

The Standard Bidding Document can be 
downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in 
from 12th October, 2026; 04:00 PM

B Clarifications end date / e-Bid submission (start) date & time (Submission of 
e-tender fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format)

 14th October, 2026; 04:00 PM

C Sale of Bid Document (End)/ e-Bid submission (end) date & time (Submission 
of e-tender fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format)/ 
Submission of Hard Copy (end) Date

 04th November, 2026; 02:00 PM

D Online Technical and Commercial e-Bid opening date & Time 06st November, 2026; 03:00 PM

E Financial Bid opening After completion of process of evaluation 
of                           Technical & commercial Bids

F Venue of opening of technical & financial e-Bids EXECUTIVE ENGINEER STD SOPORE

All other details viz. Eligibility Criteria, Terms & Conditions, Schedules are mentioned in the SBD forming the part of the document. 
			        Sd/
	      Executive Engineer, KPDCL 
	 Sub Transmission Division Sopore
No: STDS/TS/1154-57
DIPK-NB-1862/26 	
Dated:   12/10/2026

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Housing and Urban Development 
Department Civil Secretariat, Jammu/ Srinagar

Subject:- Notification of the "Common Duct Policy, 2026" for UT of Jammu and Kashmir.

Reference: Council of Ministers Decision No. 125/11/2026 dated 10.09.2026.

Government Order No. 199-JK(HUD) of 2026
Dated: 22.09.2026

The Government of Jammu and Kashmir hereby notifies the "Common Duct Policy, 2026" for UT of Jammu and Kashmir forming 
'Annexure-A' along with 5 years action plan as 'Annexure-Al' to this Government Order.

By Order of the Government of Jammu and Kashmir.

Sd/-
(Mandeep Kaur) IAS

Commissioner/ Secretary to the Government 
Housing & Urban Development Department

No. HUD-ADM0MISC/1/2025 (C.No. 7619246)
DIPK-6626/26 
Dated: 12.10.2026

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION SOPORE

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
Fax No: - 01954-222626    

NIT NO.STDS/24 of 2026-27	                    Dated:    10/10/2026
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL), the Executive Engineer STD Sopore invites e-bids 
from registered SSI Unit holders / Transformer manufacturers as per terms, conditions, technical specifications and schedules of SBD forming part of 
this document. The detail of works is as under
1. Name of the Work Annual Rate Contract for Reclamation of Power Transformers through SSI Units under the jurisdiction of 

Sub Transmission Division Sopore for the Year 2026-27 or till next Rate Contract is finalized
2. Cost of tender document in Rs. (Non- 

refundable)
2000/-

3. Cost of EMD@2% in Rs. 1,60,000/-
Time Schedule:
A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document/ Sale of Bid Docu-

ment (Start) / Clarifications start date
The Standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over http://
jktenders.gov.in from 10th October , 2026; 04:30 AM

B Clarifications end date / e-Bid submission (start) date & time (Submission of 
e-tender fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format)

14th October , 2026; 04:30 AM

C Sale of Bid Document (End)/ e-Bid submission (end) date & time (Submission 
of e-tender fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format)

04th  November, 2026; 02:00 PM

D Online Technical and Commercial e-Bid opening date & Time 06th  November  , 2026; 03:00 PM
E Financial Bid opening After completion of process of evaluation of  Technical & com-

mercial Bids
F Venue of opening of technical & financial e-Bids EXECUTIVE ENGINEER STD SOPORE

All other details viz. Eligibility Criteria, Terms & Conditions, Schedules are mentioned in the SBD forming the part of the document.		
               Sd/

No: STDS/TS/1150-53	 Executive Engineer, KPDCL 
DIPK-NB-1857/26 	 Sub Transmission Division Sopore
Dated:  12/10/2026 

Press Trust Of India

Long-term exposure to air pollution 
may have a role in development of 
gynaecological cancers, Delhi-NCR 
experts said, citing emerging research 
on the possible links between PM2.5 
exposure, reproductive health and 
cancers of the female reproductive 
system.
Experts explained that gynaecological 
cancers do not have a single cause, 
adding that environmental factors 
may contribute to the biological 
processes involved in cancer 
development.
"PM2.5 is of interest because 
prolonged exposure is associated 
with inflammation, oxidative stress 
and systemic biological effects," Dr 
Rama Joshi, gynae onco surgeon 
and chairman, Gynae Oncology and 
Robotic Surgery, Fortis Gurugram, 
said.
She said recent studies have reported 
associations between air pollution 
and certain aspects of women's 
reproductive health, raising questions 
about whether environmental 

exposure may also have a role in the 
broader cancer-risk environment.
She said an association between 
pollution exposure and cancer does 
not mean that pollution directly causes 
cancer, adding that such evidence in 
gynaecological cancers is still evolving 
and findings have not been uniform 
across studies. More India-specific data 
is needed before drawing conclusions 
about causation, she said.
"Women should focus on the risk 
factors that we already know can be 
modified or monitored. Maintaining 
a healthy weight, staying physically 
active, managing diabetes and other 
metabolic conditions, understanding 
family history and seeking timely 
evaluation for abnormal bleeding 
remain important. Environmental 
pollution is an additional concern 
that deserves further scientific 
investigation," Joshi said.
The experts also referred to a recent 
India-wide study that examined the 
relationship between environmental 
exposure and reproductive health 
among Indian women.
The study reported that women 

exposed to PM2.5 levels above 40 
micrograms per cubic metre had 
24 per cent higher odds of delayed 
menarche and a 23 per cent higher 
hazard of early menopause. The 
researchers analysed National Family 
Health Survey data along with 
satellite-derived PM2.5 estimates and 
other environmental indicators.
The analysis included nearly 1.8 lakh 
women aged 15-24 for menarche 
and nearly 3 lakh women aged 30-
49 for menopause, with stronger 
associations reported in northern 
India, including areas such as Delhi, 
Haryana, Punjab and parts of Uttar 
Pradesh.
Such findings are adding to scientific 
interest in how prolonged exposure 
to air pollution may influence 
hormonal and reproductive pathways 
in women. Researchers are also 
examining whether biological effects 
associated with PM2.5, including 
chronic inflammation, oxidative 
stress and cellular damage, could 
potentially contribute to conditions 
affecting hormone-sensitive tissues 
and the female reproductive system.

Delhi-NCR's Toxic Air May Have Role In 
Gynaecological Cancers, Say Experts
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal
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CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 11

ZUHR	 12:17

ASR	 4: 22
Magrib	 6: 04                 
ISHA	 7: 23

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
28  Rabi-Ul-Sani

1448

Srinagar Civic Services under 
Review as SMC Commissioner Seeks 
Greater Efficiency

Agencies

Srinagar: Slogans like, Ek 
Kachori, Do Samosa, Rahul 
Gandhi Par Kya Bharosa 
echoed around Pratap Park 
in Srinagar on Monday as 
BJP Mahila Morcha activ-
ists staged a protest against 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi and the Congress 
party, accusing them of 
“vote chori”.

The protesters, as per 
KNO, assembled outside 
the Congress office around 
noon and raised slogans 
against Rahul Gandhi and 
the Congress leadership.

They also burnt an ef-
figy of Rahul Gandhi dur-
ing the demonstration at 
Pratap Park in Srinagar.

The protest soon saw a 
face-off between workers of 
the two parties, with Con-

gress workers coming out 
of their office and raising 
counter-slogans.

The BJP protesters ac-
cused the Congress of elec-
toral irregularities, while 
Congress workers respond-
ed with counter-slogans 
targeting the BJP.

The protest comes 
amid an ongoing politi-
cal row over allegations 
of “vote chori”, with the 
BJP and Congress trad-
ing accusations over elec-
toral practices.

BJP, Congress Workers Trade 
Slogans during Srinagar Protest

•	 1213 -  Battle at Steppes-Bishop Pierrepont & Louis II 
beat Henry I of Brabant

•	 1501 -  Maximilian of Austria & Louis XII sign Treaty 
of Trente

•	 1760 -  Russian and Austrian army evacuates Berlin
•	 1943 -  Italy declares war on former Axis partner 

Germany
•	 1944 -  US 1st army begins battle of Aachen, first 

German city captured during WWII
•	 1960 -  Opponents of Fidel Castro executed in Cuba
•	 1964 -  Voskhod 1 crew returns
•	 1966 -  173 US aircraft bomb North Vietnam
•	 1969  - 1st time 7 people in space
•	 1972  - Aeroflot Il-62 crashes in large pond outside 

Moscow, 176 die
•	 1973 -  Jordan enters Yom Kippur war
•	 1976 -  A Bolivian Boeing 707 cargo jet crashes in 

Santa Cruz, Bolivia killing 100 (97, mostly children, 
killed on the ground).

•	 1976  -First electron micrograph of an Ebola viral 
particle obtained by Dr. F.A. Murphy, working at the 
C.D.C.

•	 1981  - Vice President Hosni Mubarak elected 
President of Egypt

•	 1983 -  Ameritech Mobile Communications (now 
Cingular) launched the first US cellular network in 
Chicago, Illinois.

•	 1984  - STS 41-G mission; lands at Kennedy Space 
Center

•	 1993 -  Nobel prize for chemistry awarded to Kary 
Mullis & Michael Smith

•	 1993  - Nobel prize for physics awarded to Russel 
Hulse & Joseph Taylor

•	 2010 - The 2010 Copiapó mining accident in 
Copiapó, Chile comes to an end as all 33 miners 
arrive at the surface after surviving a record 69 days 
underground.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

 Office of the District Sheep Husbandry Officer
Mini-Secretariat Ganderbal

Tele/fax No.- 0194-2 416040(email :- dshoganderbal-shdk@ jk.gov.in)
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

Applications on prescribed formats are invited from interested individuals/Group of individuals /Self Help Groups/Cooperative Societies /Farmer 
Producer Organizations  of district Ganderbal for establishment of sheep/goat units for the below mentioned schemes , shown in Annexure –A  for 
the financial year 2026-27. 
. . 
IMPORTANT DATES:
	 Date of commencement for issuance of application forms: 16-10-2026.
	 Last date for submission of applications: 31-10-2026.
HOW TO APPLY:
	 The application forms can be obtained and then submitted on working days during office hours (10.00 A.M - 4.30 P.M) at below men-
tioned offices. 
a)	 Office of the undersigned (Room no. 358, Mini Secretariat Ganderbal)
b)	 Sheep Development Block Office Kangan, Haripora, Gratbal, Naranag, Lar, Shuhama, Nunner, Haknar and Tulmulla. 
DOCUMENTS TO BE ENCLOSED WITH THE APPLICATION FORM:
1.	 Aadhar Card.
2.	 Ration Card. 
3.	 ST/SC Certificate of the beneficiary belonging to tribal Community.
GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR ALL SCHEMES:
1.	 Applicant must be within the age group of 18-55 years as on 31-10-2026..
2.	 Beneficiaries/households who have already availed benefit under any income generation scheme of Sheep Husbandry Department are 
not eligible
3.	 More than one application shall not be entertained from same household.
4.	  The selection will be made through draw of lots procedure.
5.	 The final allotment of units shall be subject to techno feasibility report from the concerned authorities.
6.	 APL Category are not eligible in these Schemes.
7.	 No application shall be entertained after cut off date : 31-10-2026. 
8.	 For ABDP scheme only persons from CD Block Lar and Gund are eligible. 

ANNEXURE A
S.No Name of scheme Salient features Tentative No. of units 
1 Rastriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 

(RKVY)
Establishment of 10 sheep/ goat unit out of animals received from already estab-
lished RKVY 10 Ewes/ Does unit.    
Equal number of animals from progeny shall be retrieved  from 3rd year on wards for 
the next five years. The progeny to be received should be 1.2 to 2 years of age with a 
minimum body weight of 25 kgs.

15

2. Infrastructure for the wel-
fare of Tribals  (TSP)

Establishment of 10 sheep/ goat unit out of animals received from already estab-
lished RKVY 10 Ewes/ Does unit.    
Equal number of animals from progeny shall be retrieved  from 3rd year on wards for 
the next five years. The progeny to be received should be 1.2 to 2 years of age with a 
minimum body weight of 25 kgs. 

40

3. Aspirational Block Develop-
ment Programme  (ABDP)  

Establishment of 10 sheep/ goat unit out of animals received from already estab-
lished RKVY 10 Ewes/ Does unit.   
Equal number of animals from progeny shall be retrieved  from 3rd year on wards for 
the next five years. The progeny to be received should be 1.2 to 2 years of age with a 
minimum body weight of 25 kgs.

10

                                                                                                                                               
Note :  1. The Number of units is tentative and the actual number shall depend upon the number of animals retrieved during 2026-27.
2.  In case funds under any scheme as mentioned above at S.No 1,2 & 3 are released to this office selection of beneficiaries shall be done out of these 
invited applications through an established procedure.
No: DSHOG/Tech/2026-27/2374-78                                                                
DIPK-6622/26 	 Dated: 12 /10/2026.

 Sd/
 District

 Sheep Husbandry Officer  Ganderbal

RSS Launches JK 
Trifurcation Campaign
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR- The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) has formally launched its campaign for the tri-
furcation of Jammu and Kashmir coming out in the 
open, for the first time, in support of the division of 

the only Muslim majority state. Advocating Reorganisation 
of the state by what it perceives as isolation of the Muslim 
majority valley from rest of the state, the organisation (visu-
alizes the move as a step towards early solution of the Kash-
mir problem).

According to a report earned by The Times of India to-
day, the RSS has planned "mass action programme' and has 
floated an umbrella organisation - the Jammu and Kash-
mir Nationalist Front (JKNF) - and was 'subtly’ promoting 
groups to organist mass agitations to get the state divided 
into Hindu Jammu, Muslim valley and Budhist Ladakh The 
Front held its first dharna in Jammu interestingly on Gan-
dhi Jayanti.

In fact, according to the report, the RSS plan would not 
stop at the mere 'trifurcation' of the state It favours further 
division of the Muslim dominated valley by carving out a 
separate homeland for the migrant Kashmiri Pandits. The 
movement envisages mobilisation of public opinion in the 
Muslims majority districts of Poonch, Rajoujri and Doda, 
besides the Gujjar community against what it describes    as    
'Kashmiri hegemony'.

Quoting M G Vaidya, an RSS spokesman in New Delhi, 
the report said, Trifurcation doesn’t mean surrender to the 
Two-Nation   theory.   The reorganisation is basically an 
administrative measure." The Sangh Parivar believes that 
Kashmiri extremism can be dealt with only by separating the 
valley from rest of the state and focussing on the insurgency 
operations in the Muslim majority valley, the report said.

While the RBS-backid JKNF was gaining ground, the re-
port said, the BJP had, curiously, kept itself away so far. The 
recent dharna in Jammu was joined by even the mainstream 
parties like the Janata Dal (U) and Bhin Singh's Panther's 
party. Explaining the reasons, the co-convenor of the JKNP, 
Yesh Bhasin, a former RSS Parcharak and state BJP leader, 
told the newspaper, "The BJP is not openly supporting us 
since they are bound by the NDA's policies."

 (Kashmir Observer, October 13 ,2000)

From KO Archives

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) Commissioner Dr. 
Basharat Qayoom on Monday re-
viewed the functioning of various 
wings of the Corporation, emphasis-
ing the need for efficient civic servic-
es, improved sanitation, timely com-
pletion of developmental works and 
prompt redressal of public grievances.

Chairing an introductory-cum-
review meeting with officers repre-
senting all wings of the Corporation, 
Qayoom took stock of ongoing develop-
mental projects, departmental respon-
sibilities, operational challenges and 
existing service delivery mechanisms.

He stressed that citizen welfare, 
administrative accountability and ef-
ficient delivery of municipal services 
must remain central to the Corpora-
tion's functioning. Emphasising the 
need for a proactive and time-bound 
approach to public grievance re-
dressal, the Commissioner directed 
officers to ensure that complaints 
received through various channels 
are addressed promptly and followed 
through to their logical conclusion.

He said municipal administra-
tion must translate its efforts into tan-
gible improvements in the daily lives 
of citizens, with particular emphasis 
on transparency, responsiveness and 
accountability.

Reviewing sanitation and cleanli-
ness mechanisms, Qayoom called for 
stronger coordination among the con-
cerned wings to ensure effective sani-
tation operations, improved waste 
management and sustained cleanli-
ness across Srinagar.

He underscored the importance 

of field-level monitoring and timely 
intervention in addressing sanita-
tion-related issues and maintaining 
public spaces. The Commissioner also 
stressed the need for close monitoring 
of developmental works, adherence to 
prescribed timelines and optimal util-
isation of available resources. He di-
rected officers to identify bottlenecks, 
expedite pending projects and ensure 
that development initiatives deliver 
visible benefits to residents.

Calling for coordinated function-
ing across departments, Qayoom 
asked all wings to strengthen internal 
monitoring mechanisms and adopt a 
result-oriented approach to munici-
pal administration. He emphasised 
that accountability should be reflect-
ed in measurable outcomes, timely 
service delivery and effective resolu-
tion of public concerns.

He further urged departmental 

heads to identify gaps in service deliv-
ery and propose practical measures 
to improve institutional efficiency, 
operational performance and public 
trust in the Corporation.

The meeting concluded with an 
emphasis on inter-departmental coor-
dination, professional accountability 
and effective implementation of civic 
priorities, aimed at ensuring cleaner 
neighbourhoods, improved civic in-
frastructure and more responsive mu-
nicipal governance across Srinagar.

The meeting was attended by the 
Joint Commissioners for Adminis-
tration, Revenue and Enforcement, 
Works, Sanitation and Planning; Sec-
retary, SMC; Financial Adviser/Chief 
Accounts Officer; Superintending En-
gineer, Drainage Circle; Health Officer; 
Municipal Veterinary Officer; Deputy 
Director, Planning and Monitoring; 
and Divisional Forest Officer, SMC.

Observer News Service

Srinagar:  Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Ak-
shay Labroo, on Monday con-
ducted an on-site inspection 
of the  construction work of 
District Circuit House, Sri-
nagar at Bemina. 

He also inspected the prog-
ress of ongoing works on the 
Additional Accommodation 
Block of the Zila Sainik Wel-
fare Bhawan at Batamaloo.

During the visit, the DC 
was accompanied by Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mir, Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Aadil Fareed, Chief 
Planning Officer, Fayaz Ah-
mad Dar, IAS Probationer, 
Sai Kiran, Superintending 
Engineer R&B North, Shabir 
Ahmad, Superintending En-
gineer R&B, South, Tatheer 
Manzoor,  SDM West, Seer-
at Baji, SDM East, Zubair 
Ahmad,ACR, Umar Gulzar, 
Executive Engineer R&B, 
Fareed Khan, Executive En-
gineer R&B, Abdul Qayoom, 
Executive Engineer, KPDCl 
3rd, Abrar Hussain, Execu-
tive Engineer, Water Works, 
Aijaz Rafiq, Tehsildar South, 
Sajad Rasool, Tehsildar 
North, Syed Shahid and other 
concerned Officers.

At the construction site of 
the District Circuit House at 
Bemina, the Deputy Commis-
sioner took stock of the prog-
ress of ongoing works and re-
viewed various components of 
the project, aimed at augment-
ing cost effective accommoda-
tion &  reasonable facilitation 
amenities in the District.

On the occasion, the DC 
underscored the significance 
of the facility in strengthen-
ing cost effective accommo-
dation and facilitation infra-

structure in Srinagar and 
improving the availability of 
suitable accommodation for 
public, official and other des-
ignated purposes.

The DC directed the con-
cerned executing agency to 
expedite the pace of work 
while ensuring strict ad-
herence to prescribed qual-

ity standards and stipulated 
timelines, stressing that all 
components of the project 
must be completed in a time-
bound manner without com-
promising on quality.

Later, the Deputy Com-
missioner also reviewed the 
progress on the construction 
of the Additional Accommo-
dation Block at Zila Sainik 
Welfare Bhawan, Batamaloo 
aimed to enhance the accom-
modation capacity of the facil-
ity and strengthen the delivery 
of welfare services to eligible 
beneficiaries, particularly the 
wards of ex-servicemen and 
martyrs who visit or tempo-
rarily reside in Srinagar for 
educational purposes.

During an interaction 
with Officers and Officials of 
Zila Sainik Welfare Bhawan, 
the DC was informed that 
more than 40 percent of the 
civil works had been complet-
ed, with the ground floor com-
pleted and work underway on 
the first floor.

The DC stressed the need 
for expeditious execution of 
the remaining works, direct-
ing the concerned Officers to 
ensure timely completion of 
the project so that the facility 
can be made functional at the 
earliest. He emphasized that 
the timely completion of the 
Accommodation Block would 
enhance facilities for benefi-
ciaries and contribute to the 
more effective delivery of 
welfare services to the wards 
of ex-servicemen

DC Inspects Progress in Construction 
of District Circuit House

Observer News Service

Srinagar:  The Centre for Women’s 
Studies and Research (CWSR) at the 
University of Kashmir (KU) held a day-
long programme at the Main Campus to 
mark the International Day of the Girl 
Child. School students from Class 8 on-
wards, teachers and University faculty 
members took part in discussions on 
girls’ rights, education and well-being.

The programme gave students an 
opportunity to learn about issues af-
fecting their lives, share their views 
and take part in conversations about 
their rights and future.

In her presidential address Vice-
Chancellor KU, Prof Nilofer Khan, said 
every girl should have equal opportu-
nities to learn, grow and realise her po-
tential. She stressed the need for girls 
to feel safe, confident and supported as 

they pursue their aspirations.
“Empowering every girl through 

education and equal opportunities is 
essential for building a more inclusive 
and progressive society,” she said.

Prof. Khan also noted that edu-
cational institutions have an impor-
tant role in raising awareness among 
young people and helping them de-
velop the knowledge and confidence to 
make informed decisions.

KU's CWSR Marks 'International Day of Girl Child'

The protest 
soon saw a 

face-off between workers 
of the two parties, with 
Congress workers coming 
out of their office and 
raising counter-slogans.
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Ai In The 
Saffron Fields

K
ashmir’s saffron farmers are working the same fields their 
forefathers did, but each harvest brings them less crop.

Reported official data show Jammu and Kashmir pro-
duced 23.53 metric tonnes in 2023-24 and 19.58 tonnes in 

2024-25, a drop of nearly 17 percent, while cultivated area held at 
1,116.27 hectares. Output per hectare fell from roughly 21 kilograms 
to roughly 17.5. 

Acreage cannot explain a decline like that, which places the cause 
in how the crop is watered, protected and managed, and in how little 
evidence officials have gathered about those choices.

The stakes extend beyond the farm gate. Iran produces about 90 
percent of the world’s saffron, so Kashmir competes on colour, aroma 
and high crocin content, qualities that give its spice a premium identity 
in global markets, including high-end cuisine and hospitality. 

Shrinking harvests weaken that standing, and so does any buyer’s in-
ability to verify where a batch was grown. Years of warnings about the in-
dustry have produced a record of decline without a demonstrated remedy.

Artificial intelligence is one remedy worth testing, with modest 
claims attached. Local weather forecasts and soil-moisture sensors 
could guide irrigation when rainfall turns unpredictable. Images from 
phones or drones could help growers spot disease and track flowering. 
Accumulated observations could show which practices raise yields un-
der local conditions. 

None of this replaces sound farming or dependable water, and 
Pampore’s growers have struggled with unreliable irrigation and chang-
ing weather. Software laid over a failing water supply will rescue no har-
vest, so the trial must measure irrigation alongside everything else.

The design is simple. Agricultural campuses and government de-
partments should run a pilot across several Pampore fields, compare 
yields with those of neighbouring farms and publish the findings. Advice 
should reach farmers in Kashmiri through basic mobile services, with 
no expensive equipment to buy. Public funding and farmer cooperatives 
can ensure that small growers share in whatever the results prove.

Quality control needs the same scrutiny as yield. AI-assisted 
screening, backed by laboratory tests, could identify adulteration and 
document saffron’s chemical profile. Digital traceability could link 
buyers to the farms behind each consignment. Premium markets pay 
for origin and consistency, and these tools would let Kashmir’s produc-
ers demonstrate both instead of asking buyers to take them on faith.

The government should convene farmers, researchers and technol-
ogy companies before the current harvest ends. A small, well-designed 
trial can establish which tools work, what they cost and whether they 
raise farm incomes. 

Officials who have spent years recording the decline of a signature 
crop should now accept a measurable standard: farmers harvest more, 
lose less and earn better returns from the same land. 

If the pilot meets that standard, it merits public funding and wide 
adoption. If it falls short, officials should publish that result too, be-
cause another season spent counting losses would be the costliest out-
come of all.
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Dr S Bashir Ahmad Veeri

A
n effective administration derives its au-
thority from the Constitution, its legiti-
macy from accountability, and its endur-
ing purpose from public service. But when 

administrative hierarchy begins to resemble inher-
ited privilege, democratic governance suffers, and 
citizens become its unintended casualties.

In a constitutional democracy, the civil service 
exercises considerable authority, but that authority 
is neither sovereign nor self-derived. It flows from 
the Constitution and the law, and its legitimacy rests 
on impartiality, accountability and responsiveness to 
the public. The distinction between authority and ar-
rogance is therefore fundamental: the former enables 
governance, while the latter undermines its demo-
cratic purpose.

In Jammu and Kashmir, concerns about the con-
duct of certain field-level officials, including those oc-
cupying positions of considerable authority in district 
administration, merit serious reflection. Perceived 
discourtesy towards elected representatives, disre-
gard for scheduled appointments, opaque decision-
making and restrictive approaches to public access 
raise questions that extend beyond individual encoun-
ters. They point to an administrative culture in which 
institutional hierarchy can sometimes appear to out-
weigh the democratic obligations of public office.

The issue is not a confrontation between 
the bureaucracy and political leadership. It 
is about restoring the constitutional balance 
between administrative authority and demo-
cratic accountability.

India inherited an administrative tradition 
substantially shaped by colonial priorities, under 
which officials were expected to preserve imperial 
authority rather than facilitate popular participa-
tion. Independence transformed the source and 
purpose of governance, but institutional attitudes 
do not invariably change at the same pace as consti-
tutional arrangements. Hierarchical habits, official 
aloofness and an exaggerated sense of administra-
tive entitlement can survive long after their original 
justification has disappeared.

Jammu and Kashmir’s reorganisation in 2019 
altered its institutional framework, but it did not 
diminish the fundamental obligations of public ad-
ministration. Whatever the prevailing institutional 
arrangements, executive authority remains subject 
to the law, established procedures and democratic 
scrutiny. A district office is not a private domain, nor 
does the seniority of its occupant confer immunity 
from legitimate questioning.

The Deputy Commissioner occupies a particu-
larly consequential position within this framework, 
coordinating district administration and overseeing 
the implementation of government programmes. 
The office demands authority, impartiality and de-
cisiveness, but equally requires accessibility, insti-
tutional restraint and sensitivity to public concerns. 
Its stature is strengthened, not diminished, when 
authority is exercised without unnecessary distance 
or displays of superiority.

Members of the Legislative Assembly are elected 
to articulate public grievances, scrutinise executive 
performance and pursue legitimate developmental 
priorities. Their engagement with district adminis-

trations is therefore an essential component of rep-
resentative governance, not a courtesy that officials 
may extend or withdraw at their personal discretion.

This does not entitle legislators to demand unlaw-
ful decisions, interfere arbitrarily in professional ad-
ministration or bypass established procedures. Civil 
servants must retain the independence necessary to 
resist political pressure and protect the integrity of 
public institutions. However, professional indepen-
dence cannot become a convenient justification for dis-
courtesy, avoidable obstruction or the marginalisation 
of elected representatives seeking legitimate redress.

Equally troubling is the reported conduct of an of-
ficer who, when questioned by an elected representa-
tive about being denied a meeting despite a scheduled 
appointment, allegedly retorted that “it is the DC’s of-
fice, not the Civil Secretariat” and directed his aide 
to summon security. Is such conduct befitting a civil 
servant entrusted with public authority?

Scheduled meetings should be honoured, while 
unavoidable cancellations should be communicated 
with reasonable notice. Disagreements should be re-
solved through institutional channels. Where secu-
rity arrangements are necessary, they must remain 
proportionate and should never become instruments 
of needless humiliation. Any credible allegation of 
improper conduct warrants impartial examination, 
irrespective of the position held by those involved.

Constitutional etiquette is not merely ornamen-
tal protocol. It reflects an understanding that different 
institutions have distinct mandates, each deserving 
respect within the limits of the law.

A further concern arises when the projection of 

authority appears to overshadow the less visible but 
more consequential work of administration. The ef-
fectiveness of a district administration cannot be 
measured solely by official appearances, public au-
diences or the visibility of its leadership. It must be 
assessed through timely disposal of files, transparent 
expenditure, effective field supervision, grievance 
redressal and measurable delivery of public services.

When constituency development allocations re-
main unutilised, projects face unexplained delays or de-
partmental coordination falters, the consequences are 
borne by ordinary people. Farmers awaiting irrigation, 
households requiring safe drinking water, patients de-
pendent on public healthcare and communities seeking 
roads or drainage cannot be served by administrative 
visibility in the absence of effective delivery.

The Government must also reconsider the re-
peated rotation of a select group of officers through 
district postings, a practice that risks administrative 
stagnation and denies other capable officers opportu-
nities to demonstrate their merit.

Deputy Commissioners and other field-level of-
ficers must therefore be evaluated on the basis of 
institutional outcomes, financial discipline and im-
plementation efficiency, alongside their compliance 
with established procedures. Equally, elected repre-
sentatives must respect technical assessments, finan-
cial rules and lawful administrative discretion. The 
objective should be neither bureaucratic dominance 
nor political interference, but accountable collabora-

tion directed towards public welfare.
As the first point of contact between the Gov-

ernment and the public, district offices require ex-
perienced, accessible and courteous officers who 
understand that authority is a public trust, not a 
personal privilege.

The accessibility of district headquarters provides 
another test of administrative culture. Citizens ap-
proaching government offices with genuine grievances 
should encounter a predictable and transparent system, 
rather than uncertainty over entry, appointments or ac-
cess to responsible officials.

Security requirements, orderly scheduling and 
the need to ensure uninterrupted official work are le-
gitimate considerations. However, restrictions must 
be reasonable, proportionate and clearly commu-
nicated. Regular public-hearing hours, time-bound 
grievance redressal, transparent appointment proce-
dures and effective escalation mechanisms can rec-
oncile administrative efficiency with citizens’ legiti-
mate expectations.

Rule 3 of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 
1968, requires integrity, devotion to duty and conduct 
consistent with the responsibilities of public office. 
These obligations are incompatible with arbitrary 
privilege or indifference to legitimate public con-
cerns. Courtesy alone does not constitute good gover-
nance, but its absence can undermine even otherwise 
competent administration.

Corrective measures must be institutional rath-
er than personalised. Clear protocols should govern 
official engagement between legislators and district 
authorities; unexplained failures to honour con-

firmed appointments should invite review; and per-
sistent delays in developmental expenditure should 
be examined through established accountability 
mechanisms. Citizens, meanwhile, must have reli-
able access to grievance redressal without unneces-
sary procedural barriers.

The civil service must be protected from illegiti-
mate political pressure, just as elected representa-
tives and citizens must be protected from arbitrary 
administrative conduct. Neither institution should 
claim supremacy beyond its lawful mandate.

Ultimately, public office is a public trust. A Dep-
uty Commissioner or any other field-level official is 
not a colonial authority dispensing favours, just as an 
elected representative is not above the law. Jammu 
and Kashmir needs an administration that exercises 
authority without arrogance, preserves professional 
independence without institutional aloofness, and 
treats public accessibility as a responsibility rather 
than a concession.

The true measure of administrative stature lies 
not in the distance maintained from the people but in 
the confidence, dignity and trust with which that dis-
tance is overcome.

 The author is a serving legislator from South 
Kashmir and contributes occasionally on public policy 

and governance in Jammu and Kashmir. He can be 
reached at drveeri2@gmail.com.

Bureaucracy Must Answer
Administrative independence is essential, but it cannot 

become an excuse for discourtesy, opaque decisions or 
disregard for elected representatives and citizens.

The civil service must be protected from illegitimate political 
pressure, just as elected representatives and citizens must be 

protected from arbitrary administrative conduct. Neither institution 
should claim supremacy beyond its lawful mandate.

Badrul Duja

A 
recent order issued by the Secretary, 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation 
(SMC), directing gazetted officers to 
adopt home composting has drawn a 

positive response from environmental groups 
and civil society organisations.

The directive, among the first of its kind 
in Jammu and Kashmir, requires senior mu-
nicipal officials to manage biodegradable 
household waste through composting at their 
residences. It represents an important step to-
wards encouraging individual and collective 
responsibility in tackling the growing problem 
of solid waste pollution.

At a time when Srinagar continues to grap-
ple with the foul stench emanating from the 
Achan landfill in Soura, the SMC’s initiative of-
fers a promising approach to waste management 
at the household level.

Environmental activists and civil society 
members have long advocated decentralised 
waste management. In a similar initiative, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Bandipora recently 
made home composting of biodegradable wet 
waste mandatory for households with adequate 
space, effective September 1, 2026.

The Bandipora administration’s order plac-
es responsibility for managing household waste 
directly on those who generate it, marking a 
significant shift towards waste management at 
source. Kashmir Observer also highlighted the 
importance of this initiative in its editorial, 
Waste Comes Home.

My own understanding of household com-
posting and its environmental benefits has 
largely been shaped by the writings and videos 
of noted environmentalist Dr Raja Muzaffar 
Bhat, who has consistently advocated sustain-

able waste management practices across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Composting is an environmentally ben-
eficial method of recycling organic waste gener-
ated in kitchens, gardens and parks. It is, in es-
sence, nature’s own recycling process, through 
which biodegradable waste is transformed into 
nutrient-rich compost that can be used in gar-
dens, parks and orchards.

Besides improving soil fertility and plant 
health, composting promotes biodiversity, helps 
conserve water and reduces dependence on 
chemical fertilisers.

Common household materials suitable for 
composting include fruit and vegetable peels, 
leaves, grass clippings, eggshells, tea leaves, cer-
tain untreated paper and cardboard products, 
hair and other biodegradable materials.

The choice before us is simple: should we 
continue sending organic waste to already over-
burdened landfills, or should we convert it into a 
valuable resource through composting?

Nature sustains human life, and humans, in 
turn, have a responsibility to protect and preserve it.

Bandipora has emerged as the first district 
in Jammu and Kashmir to introduce a district-
level initiative aimed at managing biodegrad-
able waste at its source.

In August 2026, Deputy Commissioner Indu 
Kanwal directed households with adequate 
space to begin composting their biodegradable 
waste within their premises.

The order marked an important attempt to in-
volve the public directly in combating waste pollution 
and promoting decentralised waste management.

Referring to the Solid Waste Management 
Rules, 2026, the notification states: “Whereas the 

Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026 mandate 
source segregation of waste and promote decen-
tralised processing of biodegradable waste at or 
near the source of its generation, and whereas 
transportation of biodegradable waste to mu-
nicipal processing facilities is resource-intensive, 
environmentally undesirable, and can be sub-
stantially reduced through household-level com-
posting, now, therefore, in exercise of the powers 
vested in the District Administration for ensur-
ing effective implementation of the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2026, it is hereby ordered that 
every household having adequate space shall pro-
cess its biodegradable (wet) waste within its own 
premises through home composting or any other 
approved mechanical composting method.”

The notification further specifies: “With 
effect from September 1, 2026, the Municipal 
Council Bandipora shall discontinue routine 
door-to-door collection of wet waste from such 
households. Municipal collection shall primar-
ily be restricted to dry/recyclable waste and re-
sidual domestic waste.”

The initiative is significant because it recog-
nises that effective waste management must begin 
at the household level rather than depend entirely 
on municipal collection and disposal systems.

By encouraging residents to process biodegrad-
able waste within their own premises, the adminis-
tration seeks to reduce the volume of waste trans-
ported to dumping sites while promoting greater 
environmental responsibility among citizens.

Environmental activist Dr Raja Muzaffar 
Bhat has been among the prominent voices ad-
vocating home composting as a practical solu-
tion to Kashmir’s mounting solid waste crisis.

In his article, Kashmir Needs a War on 

Waste, published in Kashmir Observer, Dr Bhat 
emphasised the potential of household-level 
composting to substantially reduce the burden 
on municipal waste management systems.

He observed: “This reality points toward 
one of the simplest and most effective reforms 
available. Thousands of households in Kashmir 
and Jammu possess sufficient land to compost 
their biodegradable waste at home. Families 
with a kanal of land or more can easily manage 
kitchen waste through compost pits.”

Many families are already successfully 
practising home composting. A household gen-
erating around two kilograms of waste daily 
may find that a substantial portion consists of 
biodegradable material.

By composting this waste, households can 
convert organic refuse into a useful resource, 
leaving behind a smaller quantity of dry waste, 
including plastic bottles, wrappers and card-
board, for municipal collection and recycling.

Dr Bhat has also been campaigning for 
greater involvement of government employees 
in promoting home composting.

He has suggested that educational institu-
tions, the Rural Development Department and 
municipal bodies across Jammu and Kashmir 
issue formal executive orders encouraging their 
employees to adopt the practice.

Such measures, he believes, could help 
bring about meaningful behavioural change 
across Kashmir.

In another Kashmir Observer article, Kash-
mir’s Revolving Door of Bureaucrats, Dr Bhat 
highlighted the potential impact of widespread 
household composting on Srinagar’s waste cri-
sis.

He wrote: “If half of Srinagar’s biodegrad-
able waste were composted at home within two 
years, the pressure on the Achan landfill would 
fall by half. That target needs no new technolo-
gy, site or budget line, only a pit in the garden of 
a household with ground to spare and an officer 
who stays enough to ask whether it was dug.”

His argument underlines an important re-
ality: many environmental challenges do not 
necessarily require expensive technological 
interventions. They can be addressed through 
simple, practical measures backed by adminis-
trative commitment and public participation.

The Annual Solid Waste Management Re-
port 2025–2026 for Jammu and Kashmir, issued 
by the Jammu and Kashmir Pollution Control 
Committee on August 3, 2026, presents a con-
cerning picture of solid waste management 
across the Union Territory.

According to the report, the Kashmir di-
vision generates approximately 857.39 metric 
tonnes of solid waste, all of which is collected. 
However, only 492.05 metric tonnes are treated.

In the Jammu division, approximately 
639.15 metric tonnes of waste is generated, of 
which 632.15 metric tonnes is collected and 
576.48 metric tonnes is treated.

These figures highlight the gap between 
waste collection and treatment, particularly in 
the Kashmir division.

Annexure II-B of the report, titled Status of 
MSW Management Submitted by ULBs Kashmir 
Division for 2025–2026, provides further insight 
into Srinagar’s waste management performance.

For the Srinagar Municipal Corporation, 
serving a population of approximately 1,569,000, 
the report records 100 per cent door-to-door 
waste collection.

However, waste segregation stands at only 
60 per cent.

The figures raise serious questions about 
the effectiveness of waste management prac-
tices in Srinagar.

— 
The author is a practising advocate 

based in Srinagar. He can be reached at 
khanyari.duja@gmail.com.

Beyond the Landfill
Bandipora’s order and Srinagar’s new directive point towards a 

more decentralised approach to waste management.
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Kashmir speaks often about 
compassion, community, and shared 
responsibility. But those values ring 

hollow when depression still faces interrogation 
before empathy. 

Listen Before You Judge
People struggling with depression need a compassionate listener, not questions about breakups, 

money or what they have to be unhappy about.

Palveen Kour

Depression faces two battles in 
Kashmir.

One unfolds inside the 
mind, the other begins the moment 
someone decides to speak.

That second battle often comes 
with suspicion, gossip, amateur di-
agnosis, and endless questions that 
push people back into silence.

“What happened? Did you have a 
breakup?” “Were you cheated on?” 
“You have a good job, a loving fami-
ly, and enough money. What reason 
do you have to be depressed?”

Those questions expose a belief 
that has settled deep into public 
thinking.

Depression, many people as-
sume, needs one dramatic event 
before anyone accepts it as real.

Pain, in this view, comes with 
a neat explanation. Anything less 
sounds unbelievable.

Medical science tells a different 
story.

Depression grows through a 
complex mix of biological, psycho-
logical, and social influences.

One event may contribute, sever-
al influences might combine, or the 
illness possibly emerge without any 
obvious trigger.

Someone may build a successful 

career, enjoy financial security, 
share life with supportive parents, 
or live in a happy marriage and 
still wake up under the weight of 
depression.

Mental illness never checks 
a bank account before entering 
someone’s life.

Public discussion keeps chasing 
explanations that fit popular imagi-
nation. Someone shares their diag-
nosis, and attention shifts straight 
to romance, family conflict, finan-
cial trouble, or hidden scandal.

Friends become investigators, 
neighbours become commenta-
tors, and illness fades into the back-
ground while speculation takes 
centre stage.

That response turns a medical 
condition into entertainment, leav-
ing the person who reached out 
wondering whether speaking had 
become a mistake.

Picture the courage it takes to 
admit depression after months 
of internal struggle. Then picture 
the response: “Did someone reject 
you?” “Did your partner leave?” 
“You must be hiding something.”

Compassion disappears be-
fore the discussion even begins. 
Curiosity wins, judgment follows 
close behind, and anyone watching 
learns the same lesson: keep your 
mouth shut.

Money creates another powerful 
myth.

Success, many people believe, 
protects the mind from depression. 
Someone owns a beautiful house, 
drives an expensive car, earns a 
high salary, or posts smiling pho-
tographs online. Public opinion 
quickly reaches a verdict: “You have 
everything people dream of, what 
more do you want?”

Those remarks confuse comfort 

with emotional health.
Money buys treatment, medica-

tion, and access to specialists, but 
none of those purchases guarantee 
peace of mind.

Wealth cannot silence racing 
thoughts. It cannot fill emotional 
emptiness, and restore the ability 

to enjoy ordinary life.
Many of the world’s wealthiest 

people have spoken openly about 
living with depression. Their ex-
periences show one simple truth: 
mental illness reaches people 
through age, profession, religion, 
gender, education, and income 

without asking permission.
Another common response push-

es people deeper into guilt: “Be 
thankful for what you have.”

Gratitude enriches life, though 
it never functions as a cure for de-
pression. Comparing suffering rare-
ly helps anyone.

A broken leg continues to hurt 
even when another patient has two 
broken legs. Emotional pain follows 
the same logic.

Someone else’s hardship never 
erases your own.

That constant comparison cre-
ates shame. People begin believing 
they lack permission to struggle be-
cause someone else appears worse 
off. Instead of asking for help, they 
minimise their symptoms, con-
vince themselves they should cope 
alone, and postpone treatment.

Depression grows stronger while 
pride and fear keep the door firmly 
closed.

In this whole process, silence be-
comes the biggest casualty. People 
continue attending college, showing 
up at work, raising children, meet-
ing deadlines, and smiling through 
family gatherings while fighting pri-
vate battles that nobody sees.

Months pass, sometimes years. 
Friends praise their strength with-
out recognising exhaustion hid-
ing behind normal expressions. 
Families celebrate achievements 
while missing warning signs that 
have existed for a long time.

Popular advice rarely improves 
the situation.

Someone finally admits they are 
struggling, and responses come in-
stantly: “Stay strong”, “Think posi-
tively”, “Move on.”

Those phrases sound comforting 
to the speaker, but they often feel 
dismissive to the listener.

Depression rarely disappears be-
cause someone repeated a motiva-
tional slogan.

Listening serves people far better 
than lectures. Most people speak-
ing about depression do not expect 
instant solutions. They seek some-
one willing to hear difficult emo-
tions without interruption, criti-
cism, or suspicion.

They seek a dialogue free from 
labels like drama, weakness, atten-
tion-seeking, or ingratitude.

Tears need acceptance more than 
analysis, while silence needs com-
panionship more than clever words.

One sentence often achieves 
more than an hour of advice: “I am 
here for you.” Those four words cre-
ate space where honesty becomes 
possible.

Sitting beside someone during a 
painful afternoon sometimes ac-
complishes far more than searching 
endlessly for perfect answers.

Human presence has its own 
power.

Kashmir speaks often about com-
passion, community, and shared 
responsibility. But those values ring 
hollow when depression still faces 
interrogation before empathy.

Someone living with diabetes 
rarely has to explain high blood 
sugar. A patient recovering from a 
fracture rarely answers questions 
about why a bone broke.

Depression alone still stands trial 
before anyone offers understanding.

That, in itself, is depressing.

— The author is a Srinagar-based 

Biotechnology postgraduate 

student and the writer of three 

books. She also volunteers with 

NGOs, teaching children in rural 

Kashmir. She can be reached at 

palveenkour7@gmail.com.

A Share for Life
A customary phrase in Kashmir’s mutation orders risks confusing 
Muslim women about their permanent inheritance rights.

The Paper Chase
India’s universities are producing more research, but the pressure to 
publish risks undermining its quality.

Mohammad Amin Mir

Muslim families in Kashmir 
turn to revenue records to 
resolve inheritance mat-

ters on a regular basis.
The phrase “Taa Hayat Taa Nikah 

Sani” appears in numerous muta-
tion orders and creates confusion 
for Muslim widows who seek to 
understand their rights.

The phrase means the widow 
holds her share only during her 
lifetime or until she remarries. A 
Muslim clerk offered a clear expla-
nation in the Kashmir Uzma Friday 
edition dated April 3. The clerk 
stated that the widow keeps her 
inherited share for life regardless of 
whether she remarries.

The difference between what 
appears in administrative records 
and what the law requires brings 
forward important questions.

Shariat law operates as one of 
the most structured inheritance 
systems in existence. The sys-
tem draws its foundation primar-
ily from the Holy Qur’an, Hadith, 
consensus among scholars, and 
analogy.

A widow counts as a Qur’anic 
heir with her share fixed by di-
vine instruction. She receives one-
eighth of the estate if the deceased 
husband leaves children. She re-
ceives one-fourth of the estate if 
the husband leaves children absent.

The share stands absolute and 
unconditional.

The Qur’an and classical Islamic 
jurisprudence include every provi-
sion needed to secure her owner-
ship permanently.

The Muslim Personal Law Shariat 
Application Act of 1937 provides 
the statutory foundation for these 
rules in Jammu and Kashmir. The 
Act requires officials to apply 
Muslim Personal Law in all matters 
of succession. Section 2 overrides 
any custom or usage that points 

another direction.
Administrative practice must 

follow the Act and set customary 
approaches aside. Mutation entries 
serve a limited purpose as fiscal 
updates in revenue records.

The entries record possession 
and succession for revenue collec-
tion. Courts have ruled that mu-
tation entries supply no proof of 
ownership. The entries reflect le-
gal rights and create no additional 
rights or restrictions.

A condition added to a mutation 
order holds no legal validity if it 
conflicts with Shariat principles.

Indian courts have delivered sev-
eral rulings that reinforce the prin-
ciples of Muslim inheritance law.

The Supreme Court in Mohd. 
Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum 
reaffirmed the rights Muslim wom-
en hold under personal law. The 
case centered on maintenance but 
extended its reasoning to personal 
law entitlements. The Supreme 
Court in Danial Latifi v. Union of 
India emphasized interpretations 
of Muslim law that advance justice 
for women.

The apex court in Jumma Masjid 
v. Kodimaniandra Deviah ruled 
that customary practices yield 
to statutory law. The decision in 
Abdul Kadir v. Salima confirmed 
that Muslim personal law rests on 
its own distinct principles.

These rulings provide strong sup-
port for the widow retaining her 
inheritance share after remarriage.

The phrase “Taa Hayat Taa Nikah 
Sani” originated from local cus-
toms rather than any legal doc-
trine. Muslim law vests ownership 
in the widow at the moment the 
share passes to her. The ownership 
remains with her permanently. 
Remarriage produces no impact on 
her title. The widow becomes the 
complete owner of her share rather 
than a limited holder.

Revenue practice in Jammu and 
Kashmir includes the phrase in 
many mutation orders. Revenue 
officials rely on longstanding lo-
cal practices in some instances. 
Departments operate with the 
guidelines they currently follow. 
Practice sometimes moves toward 
greater alignment with statutory 
requirements.

These entries expose the admin-
istration to potential litigation.

Classical Islamic jurists maintain 
complete consensus on the issue. 

Scholars from the Hanafi, Shafi’i, 
Maliki, and Hanbali schools agree 
fully. The widow receives her share 
as absolute property. She holds the 
authority to sell the share, gift it, or 
transfer it at her discretion.

Remarriage leaves her ownership 
completely unchanged. The con-
sensus allows only one interpreta-
tion under Islamic jurisprudence.

Still, the phrase produces signifi-
cant effects in the lives of widows. 
Family discussions about remar-
riage include the phrase in some 
cases. Property rights occupy a cen-
tral place in family planning. Gender 
treatment receives attention in in-
heritance matters. Relatives some-
times engage with the widow’s 
share in family situations. Widows 
sometimes transfer their portion 
upon remarriage when they refer-
ence the mutation entry.

Revenue authorities possess the 
tools to implement meaningful 
reform.

Authorities issue circulars that 
direct all officials to exclude the 
phrase from future mutation or-
ders. Teams review all existing en-
tries and apply corrections through 
established legal procedures. 
Training programs equip officials 
with detailed knowledge of Muslim 
Personal Law. The programs in-
clude relevant court rulings on 
inheritance, and develop skills for 
gender-sensitive administration.

Public awareness campaigns ed-
ucate women and families on their 
rights under Shariat law. Deletion 
of the phrase stands as the clear 
and correct step.

Shariat law supplies the foun-
dation for removal of the phrase. 
Statutory provisions support its 
elimination. Judicial principles call 
for its complete end. The phrase 
creates situations of injustice and 
unequal treatment.

Revenue officials serve as custo-
dians of land records and agents of 
justice. They uphold the law in its 
true spirit. The opportunity exists 
to correct this longstanding issue.

Every widow receives her right-
ful share free from added condi-
tions and prejudice. This action 
honours both the letter and the 
spirit of the law in Kashmir.

— The author is a revenue offical 

based out of South Kashmir. 

He can be reached at 

miramin354@gmail.com.

Prof. R.K. Uppal

India is producing research at an in-
credible speed. Universities are turn-
ing out thousands of PhDs, and labs 

are publishing papers almost every day.
On the surface, it feels like the coun-

try is moving gradually toward becom-
ing a global knowledge leader. But the 
picture isn’t that simple.

The numbers look impressive, but 
they don’t tell the whole story.

Behind this surge in output lies a 
deeper concern about how much of this 
work truly defines ideas or breaks new 
ground.

India is now one of the world’s big-
gest producers of academic papers. But 
when you look at citations, the picture 
changes.

Researchers around the world don’t 
refer to Indian work as often as they 
do to studies from the United States, 
Europe, or China.

So the output is there, but the impact 
isn’t.

Somewhere between writing the 
paper and it being read, something 
gets lost. The research makes it into 
journals, but often doesn’t make it into 
wider thinking.

Academic careers here often revolve 
around how many papers you can pro-
duce. Promotions depend on stacking 
publications, and review committees 
tend to count output rather than ask 
what really changed because of it.

That type of system ends up reward-
ing quantity over quality. So many 
scholars focus on meeting targets in-
stead of pushing ideas forward.

In that rush, predatory journals find 
space to grow, duplicate work becomes 
common, and surface-level studies 
start to crowd out deeper, more mean-
ingful research.

The result feels like an assembly line 
that never stops.

Top places like the Indian Institutes of 
Technology and the Indian Institute of 
Science do produce work that stands up 
globally. But they are exceptions, and 

they make the wider gaps more visible.
Across much of the system, universi-

ties struggle with broken equipment, 
thin libraries, and limited mentorship. 
Research often becomes a box to tick 
rather than something driven by cu-
riosity. Labs can lack basic tools, and 
many global journals and databases re-
main out of reach behind paywalls.

At the same time, rigid academic si-
los make collaboration harder. Studies 
end up repeating familiar ideas, stay-
ing local in scope, and missing global 
conversations.

In that environment, students often 
learn to follow existing patterns instead 
of trying to create something new.

Money pressures make all of this 
worse. India spends less than one per-
cent of its GDP on research and develop-
ment, while leading economies invest 
far more.

With such limited funding, scholars 
tend to play it safe: choosing small, pre-
dictable projects that are more likely to 
get published. Riskier ideas, the kind 
that could lead to real breakthroughs, 
are often avoided because failure is too 
costly.

Big discoveries need time, patience, 
and steady support. That type of back-
ing is still rare. So, many scientists end 
up choosing certainty over possibility.

Another challenge is how cut off the 
system can feel from the rest of the 
world.

Research today thrives on collabo-
ration across borders, but Indian cam-
puses still host relatively few foreign 
faculty, and student exchanges are lim-
ited. Joint projects with international 
partners happen, but not often enough.

There are practical hurdles, including 
language gaps, visa delays, and layers 
of paperwork, that make collaboration 
harder than it should be.

Over time, these barriers keep many 
scholars on the sidelines of global 
debates.

As a result, their work often remains 
unseen internationally. Major confer-
ences take place elsewhere, and re-
search networks grow without much 
Indian presence.

Doctoral programs have grown 
quickly over the past decade. More stu-
dents are enrolling, but the quality of 
supervision hasn’t kept up. Critics even 
call some of these setups “PhD facto-
ries,” where earning the degree matters 
more than making a real contribution.

Over time, this approach weakens 
the value of the degree and strains the 
entire research system. Quantity starts 
to undercut quality at every step.

But the potential is still huge.
India has talented researchers, ex-

panding universities, and a strong foot-
ing in areas like artificial intelligence, 
biotechnology, and clean energy. The 
National Education Policy 2020 lays out 
the right ideas: better research stan-
dards, more collaboration across fields, 
and greater academic freedom.

But progress on the ground has been 
slow. Policies can promise change, but 
only real implementation can deliver it.

Real change will need a shift in what 
the system values. Instead of count-
ing papers, institutions should focus 
on impact, originality, and real-world 
contribution.

That also means investing seriously 
in research, including better infrastruc-
ture, regular funding, and support for 
long-term projects.

Universities need to create spaces 
where curiosity and honesty matter, 
and where research is treated as mean-
ingful work rather than just a formality. 
Scholars, above all, need time to think.

Stronger global connections are just 
as important. More partnerships, ex-
change programs, and shared funding 
can bring Indian research into wider 
networks.

At the same time, regulators have 
to crack down on predatory journals 
and enforce quality standards. Young 
researchers need mentors who under-
stand both the local system and global 
expectations.

In the end, good research depends on 
integrity rather than output.

India’s research boom shows real 
growth, but the transformation is still 
incomplete. The country has built a 
large research system, but that scale 
hasn’t fully translated into intellectual 
leadership.

The real challenge now isn’t to pro-
duce more papers, but to produce work 
that is original, useful, and influential. 
India needs research that impacts pol-
icy, drives innovation, and solves real 
problems.

The world is waiting for contribu-
tions that change how we think about 
medicine, technology, and society.

When that begins to happen con-
sistently, India will move from being a 
prolific publisher to a true knowledge 
leader.

— The author is the Principal of Guru 

Gobind Singh College of Management 

and Technology in Gidderbaha, 

Punjab. He can be reached at 

uppalmlt@gmail.com.
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Rain Likely

particularly those travelling through 
higher reaches and mountain passes, 
were advised to remain alert during 
the period.

According to weather data released 
by the Meteorological Centre Srinagar, 
Srinagar recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 23.4 degrees Celsius and 
a minimum of 9.7 degrees Celsius on 
Monday.

Pahalgam recorded a maximum of 
17.4 degrees Celsius and a minimum 
of 6 degrees Celsius, while Gulmarg 
recorded a maximum of 13.5 degrees 
Celsius and a minimum of 4.5 degrees 
Celsius.

In Jammu division, Jammu recorded 
a maximum temperature of 23.3 de-
grees Celsius and a minimum of 16.1 
degrees Celsius. Katra recorded a max-
imum of 21 degrees Celsius and a min-
imum of 15.6 degrees Celsius.(KNO)
Delhi Rewrites

Burari Ground in North Delhi and 
CBD Ground in East Delhi have been 
designated as the new venues for or-
ganising protests and demonstrations.

The order said the Ministry of Home 
Affairs had constituted a committee to 
examine alternative locations for citi-
zens to exercise their right to organise 
demonstrations in place of the exist-
ing designated site.

"Based on the recommendations of 
the committee, Jantar Mantar Road 
as a designated site for organising 
protests/demonstrations has been de-
notified," the order stated.
Oppn Marches

A mammoth crowd carrying flags 
and posters descended in central 
Delhi's Connaught Place, with Leaders 
of Opposition (LoPs) in Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha, Rahul Gandhi and 
Mallikarjun Kharge, Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav, TMC supremo 
Mamata Banerjee, CPI's D Raja, CPI-M 
leader M A Baby, RJD's Tejashwi Yadav, 
besides NCP-SCP leader Supriya Sule, 
among those who joined the march.

They passed through Barakhamba 
Road, crossed police barriers at 
Bhagwan Dass Road and reached the 
Supreme Court, where the opposi-
tion leaders filed a joint plea over al-
leged large-scale voter deletions and 
irregularities in the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

The petition has made the Election 
Commission of India, Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar 
and other Election Commissioners 
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi 
parties in the case.

"The fight against vote theft will 
continue. INDIA's battle will go on. The 
sea of people stands witness, Modi-
Shah's accountability will be fixed for 
sure!" Kharge later said on X.

The development came a day after 
the Chief Justice of India declined a 
request for a meeting with the LoPs 
on the issue, saying the matter is sub 
judice.

The "doors of the Supreme Court are 
open for everybody," whether a com-
moner or a lawmaker, CJI Surya Kant 
said at an event before the Monday 
march, when he was asked how the 
opposition leaders can put forth their 
grievances.

Opposition leaders had said they 
wanted to hand over a memorandum 
to the CJI demanding an end to vote 
chori, CEC Kumar's resignation, halting 
of the SIR of electoral rolls and switch-
ing back to the paper ballot format.

As police stopped the march at 
Bhagwan Dass Road, several lead-
ers, including Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, Tejashwi Yadav and 
Akhilesh Yadav, climbed atop a vehicle 
and the procession moved forward af-
ter crossing the barricades, with sup-
porters cheering and waving flags.

In a charged atmosphere, leaders 
and their supporters raised slogans 
against the government, CEC Kumar 
and asserted that "vote chori" and SIR 
exercise would not be allowed.

Chief ministers and senior leaders 
jostled for space in the protest march, 
while employees of firms along the 
Barakhamba Road took pictures and 
videos of the energetic and vociferous 
gathering.

Several youth also joined the pro-
test wearing Batman masks and cos-
tumes. Protesters also spray-painted 
anti-government slogans, including 
"Modi Must Go", on the pavements. 
A large number of lawyers also joined 
the march.

At Mandi House roundabout, pro-
testers wrote slogans against Modi, 
the RSS and CEC Kumar on the road.

A large number of supporters had 
already reached the Barakhamba Road 
junction at Connaught Place, from 
where they marched a few kilome-
tres towards the Supreme Court with 
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
leading the protesters along with AISA 
chief Neha Bora.

Shiv Sena-UBT leader Sanjay Raut, 
CPI-ML leader Dipankar Bhattacharya, 
JMM's Mahua Majhi and IUML leader 
E T Mohammed Basheer were among 
those present, besides Karnataka Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar, Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu and Telangana Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy (all from 
Congress).

Congress MPs Shashi Tharoor, 
Sachin Pilot and Mukul Wasnik and 

TMC leader Sagarika Ghosh joined 
the protest, besides activists Yogendra 
Yadav and Nandita Narayan.

The INDIA bloc leaders, along with 
a large number of supporters and 
activists, earlier converged at the 
Constitution Club and headed towards 
Barakhamba Road junction to join the 
march to the Supreme Court in four 
air-conditioned buses.

They slowly headed towards 
Barakhamba Road junction, from 
where they started their march to 
the Supreme Court, to highlight the 
issue of "vote chori" and against the 
prohibitory measures imposed by the 
government to stop them from hold-
ing demonstrations.

The plea was filed by Rahul Gandhi, 
Kharge, Trinamool Congress Party 
(TMC) MP Saugata Roy, Akhilesh 
Yadav, Tejashwi Prasad Yadav, Sule, 
Raut, D Raja, Mahua Majhi, Baby and 
Basheer.

Later in the evening, Gandhi and 
Kharge, accompanied by other INDIA 
bloc leaders, reached the Supreme 
Court to sign certain documents re-
lated to their petition.

The BJP decried the march as "pure 
theatrics", alleging that the Congress 
has been blaming the Election 
Commission for its defeats while its 
own "visionless" leadership is respon-
sible for the electoral setbacks.

"To gain power, the Congress some-
times rely on the Left, sometimes on 
cockroaches, and sometimes on the 
anti-national forces like George Soros 
and others. This shows just how low 
Rahul Gandhi and the Congress have 
stooped," Union minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan said.

Earlier, Rahul Gandhi, at a press 
conference, announced the decision 
to march along with other INDIA bloc 
leaders to the Supreme Court and file 
the petition against the poll panel 
chief and "vote chori", after the Chief 
Justice of India declined a request for a 
meeting with the LoPs.

Addressing a press conference at the 
Indira Bhawan, he also asked the CEC 
to "turn approver" and resign as the 
opposition's fight was against the big-
ger powers that were behind him.

"Resign, turn approver; you (Kumar) 
have made a mistake, but you are not 
the mind behind the mistake," he said. 
"We know Gyanesh Kumar is unable 
to sleep at night; I am telling him di-
rectly, 'you will not survive as CEC'", 
Gandhi said.

Noting that there was resistance 
earlier too but it had not spilled over 
the streets in the form of protests, the 
former Congress president said this 
fight is not going to stop and will con-
tinue even if it takes days or years.

People should continue with the 
protests as the country cannot be 
saved in a day or two, he said, while 
describing the current protests as 
"tandav" that did not require any plan-
ning. "This is like Shiva's dance and 
anyone can join Shiva's 'baraat' (wed-
ding procession)," he said.

Gandhi also claimed that 200 offi-
cers of the government were in "touch 
with them" and providing them with 
information.

The opposition march started after 
Delhi Police denotified Jantar Mantar 
as a designated site for protests and 
named three new spots for holding 
such demonstrations.

The Congress said democracy no 
longer mattered to those in power and 
that it was all a matter of "demokursi" 
and was a definite sign of "panic".

Delhi Police Commissioner Anurag 
Kumar issued an order naming 
Ramlila Maidan, Burari Ground and 
CBD Ground in east Delhi as the new 
designated sites for protests.

INDIA bloc leaders took to the streets 
on Tuesday when they first marched 
from Parliament to the Election 
Commission but were stopped on 
the way, with Rahul Gandhi staging 
an eight-hour sit-in inside Akashvani 
Bhawan complex. They later tried 
to protest at Jantar Mantar but were 
stopped by the police and forcibly re-
moved and the next day they marched 
to Rajghat.

The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) had 
called for a protest against CEC Kumar 
at Janatar Mantar, but it was stalled 
by a massive security clampdown by 
authorities.

The opposition's aggressive push 
comes days after a report claimed in-
ternal differences within the poll body, 
with Election Commissioners Sandhu 
and Joshi objecting on record at least 
14 times over the last 10 months, in-
cluding on SIR (PTI)
The Rise & Receding

protest site, naming Ramlila Maidan 
(Central Delhi), Burari Ground (North 
Delhi) and CBD Ground (East Delhi) as 
three new venues for demonstrations.

But the Jantar Mantar's rise as the 
capital's protest hub was itself part of 
a longer history of shifting addresses 
for public dissent.

For decades after Independence, the 
Boat Club lawns near India Gate and 
Vijay Chowk were among Delhi's prin-
cipal venues for large demonstrations. 
Protesters also camped behind the Red 
Fort for days on end, awaiting the seat 
of power to wake up to their demands.

Historian Sohail Hashmi said the 
tradition of public protest in Delhi 
went back decades, with large gather-
ings once filling the stretch between 

the Boat Club and India Gate.
J&K Fixes 21-Day

on October 12 under the powers 
conferred by Sections 4 and 8 of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Public Services 
Guarantee Act, 2011, read with Rule 
17(2) of the corresponding rules.

The move is aimed at ensuring 
time-bound delivery of the service 
and providing applicants with a for-
mal mechanism to seek redressal in 
case of delays or grievances.
J&K’s Mountain

keen to take the initiative forward 
through wider consultation.

"Those recommendations need to 
be grounded in reality. We need to 
balance the need for sustainability 
with the need for existence and liveli-
hoods," he said.

Erratic Weather, Water Scarcity A 
Concern

Highlighting the growing environ-
mental challenges confronting the 
region, the Chief Minister said climate 
change, erratic snowfall, water scar-
city, extreme rainfall and landslides 
were increasingly affecting Jammu 
and Kashmir.

He observed that snowfall had be-
come unpredictable, with reduced 
precipitation and delayed winter 
snowfall contributing to water short-
ages during spring. Prolonged dry 
spells were often followed by intense 
rainfall, cloudbursts and flooding, cre-
ating additional risks for communities 
and infrastructure.

"We do not take care of our moun-
tains, our environment as much as we 
should. We cannot stop global warm-
ing on our own, nor can we reverse 
it. The whole world will have to come 
together to address this challenge. But 
we can certainly take better care of our 
own environment," Omar said.

Describing these changes as the 
new reality, he said the challenge was 
to determine how the region could 
continue to develop while adapting to 
increasing environmental risks.

"We have to ask ourselves: how do 
we sustain our livelihoods and how do 
we develop? Development is essential, 
but it must be sustainable," he said.

The Chief Minister also referred to 
the retreat of glaciers in the region, re-
calling how the glacier near Sonamarg 
once extended much closer to the 
meadows. Visitors now have to trek 
considerably farther to reach it, he 
said, underlining the need to protect 
the region's natural heritage for future 
generations.

"Protect what we have, retrieve 
what we can, and ensure that we do 
not do any further damage, while also 
ensuring that livelihoods are protect-
ed," he said.

Calls For Sustainable Tourism
On tourism, Omar cautioned against 

attributing environmental degra-
dation solely to visitors, while ac-
knowledging that increasing tourist 
numbers placed pressure on popular 
destinations.

He said responsibility for protect-
ing the environment rested with the 
government, residents, businesses and 
tourists alike, urging people to avoid 
littering, reduce the use of single-use 
plastic and conserve water and energy.

"Tourism does put pressure on our 
environment, but to assume that the 
situation is bad only because of tour-
ism or tourists would also be wrong. 
We will have to take some responsibil-
ity," he said.

The Chief Minister said the answer 
was not to abruptly restrict visitors 
to established destinations such as 
Gulmarg, Pahalgam and Sonamarg, 
where many livelihoods depended 
on tourism. Instead, he advocated de-
veloping new destinations through a 
planned approach that prioritised en-
vironmental sustainability.

He stressed that sewage treatment, 
wastewater management and solid 
waste disposal systems should be 
established before new destinations 
were developed.

"Some of our destinations do not 
have enough carrying capacity. We 
have to widen tourism, not to stop peo-
ple from going to Gulmarg, Pahalgam 
or Sonamarg, but to develop new and 
sustainable destinations where the 
systems for waste disposal and sewage 
disposal are already ready," he said.

Climate-Resilient Infrastructure 
Needed

Omar expressed concern over un-
scientific hill cutting during road con-
struction, saying such practices had 
contributed to landslides and repeated 
damage to roads, particularly in far-
flung areas.

He said indiscriminate cutting of 
mountain slopes without adequate 
consideration for slope stabilisation 
and appropriate cutting angles might 
reduce initial construction costs but 
often resulted in expensive repairs af-
ter rainfall.

The Chief Minister said he had 
asked the Forest and Environment 
Department and the Public Works 
Department to work together to en-
sure that development projects in-
corporated sustainable engineering 
practices.

"When you cut a mountain, cut it 
in a way in which the possibility of 
landslides may not be eradicated, but 
at least be reduced," he said, empha-
sising that long-term sustainability 

should take precedence over short-
term savings.

He also called for energy-efficient 
and earthquake-resilient buildings, 
along with more efficient land use in 
urban areas.

With land becoming increasingly 
scarce in the Valley, Omar said plan-
ners should explore vertical develop-
ment wherever appropriate instead of 
continued horizontal expansion, while 
ensuring compliance with seismic 
safety requirements.

Referring to the devastation caused 
by the 2014 floods and the 2005 earth-
quake, he stressed the need to incor-
porate disaster resilience into new 
construction and examine cost-effec-
tive ways to retrofit existing buildings.

Agriculture, Horticulture Central To 
Economy

The Chief Minister said agriculture 
and horticulture contributed substan-
tially more to Jammu and Kashmir's 
economy than tourism, arguing that 
environmental protection was di-
rectly linked to the region's economic 
security.

He said the importance of these sec-
tors was often overlooked by those 
who viewed tourism as the principal 
source of income for the region.

Protecting mountain ecosystems, he 
said, was essential not only for con-
servation but also for safeguarding 
livelihoods and ensuring long-term 
prosperity.

Omar urged participants at the sum-
mit to move beyond academic discus-
sions and develop recommendations 
that could be translated into concrete 
policies and practical action.

He expressed hope that the delib-
erations would help shape a mountain 
policy suited to Jammu and Kashmir's 
geographical, environmental and eco-
nomic realities.

The Chief Minister also released 
several publications brought out for 
the summit.

Minister for Agriculture Production 
Javid Ahmed Dar, Advisor to the 
Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Additional Chief Secretary to the 
Chief Minister Dheeraj Gupta, 
Commissioner Secretary, Housing 
and Urban Development Department 
Mandeep Kaur, SKUAST-Kashmir 
Vice-Chancellor Prof Nazir Ahmed 
Ganai, Integrated Mountain Initiative 
President STS Lepcha, former IMI pres-
ident PD Rai and IMI Councillor Rajan 
Kotru were present.

Delegates from 11 mountain states, 
representatives of non-governmental 
organisations, faculty members, schol-
ars, students and other participants 
also attended the summit.
Blast Near LoC

Krishna Ghati sector and intensified 
vigilance along the LoC to assess the 
situation and prevent any possible se-
curity breach.

Two Landmines Defused In Mendhar
In a separate development, Army 

troops detected two rusted landmines 
near the border fence in the Basoni 
area of Mendhar sector on Monday.

The explosive devices were spotted 
during track construction at 8.25 am 
and 12.10 pm, officials said, adding that 
both were subsequently destroyed by 
Army experts in controlled explosions.

Around a dozen landmines have 
been detected and defused by the 
Army in the area over the past week, 
officials said.

Forward areas along the LoC are 
dotted with landmines as part of the 
anti-infiltration system. Heavy rainfall 
can sometimes dislodge the mines and 
bring them to the surface, posing a po-
tential risk to people in the area.
Protect Children

war being fought across society with 
a whole-of-government approach," he 
said, urging people to actively support 
the campaign.

"It is our duty to participate in this 
fight and say no to drugs," he added.

Earlier, Prabhat flagged off a con-
tingent of 15 bikers, including 10 from 
J&K Police and five from Ladakh Police, 
from J&K Police Public School, Bemina, 
for Ekta Nagar in Gujarat. The team will 
participate in the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
Parade on October 31.

Ahead of the flag-off, an aware-
ness programme on the theme "Fight 
Against Drugs" was organised at the 
school, drawing enthusiastic participa-
tion from students.

The DGP also lauded the partici-
pation of J&K Police in the national 
motorcycle rally, which will feature 
45 contingents from states, Union 
Territories and Central Armed Police 
Forces across the country.

He expressed satisfaction over on-
going efforts to realise the vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha for a 
drug-free society.

Several senior police officers, includ-
ing Special DGP (Coordination) S.J.M. 
Gillani, Additional DGP (Armed) Nitish 
Kumar and IGP Kashmir Sujit Kumar, 
were present on the occasion.
Mamta Yadav Takes

the need to adapt to the evolving 
media landscape, Yadav called for 
greater use of digital platforms and 
modern communication tools to im-
prove the department's outreach and 
communication strategies.

Later, she inspected various sections 

of the department and took stock of 
their functioning.

Joint Director Information 
(Headquarters) Dr Zahoor Ahmad 
Raina, Deputy Director Information 
(PR&AV) Javid Ahmad Rather, and oth-
er senior officers and officials of DIPR 
were present during the interaction.
‘Why Not Cap

about. There is actually nothing for 
the benefit of the patients," the bench 
observed as Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta and Additional Solicitor General 
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the 
Centre, tried to explain the regime in 
place.

Mehta said that the government 
has taken an important step to cap the 
trade margin on anti-cancer drugs at 
30 per cent of the MRP, which would 
result in savings of approximately Rs 
2,500 crore to patients.

Justice Nath told the solicitor gen-
eral that the court fails to understand 
that if the government can cap the 
price of anti-cancer drugs, then why 
can it not bring all the medicines un-
der this regime.

"We understand that there are trans-
portation costs, raw material cost, R&D 
cost and all other ancillary costs, but all 
these are included in the MRP. What is 
the logic behind allowing them to sell 
400 times the actual cost? How can 
you allow this?" the bench observed.

Bhati said that the cost of medicines 
in India was the lowest in the world 
and that is the reason a lot of people 
come to the country for treatment.

Justice Mehta said that the cost of an 
India-made cardiac stent is around Rs 
5,000 but it is sold by hospitals for more 
than Rs 25,000 and similarly, the cost 
of common antibiotic Azithromycin is 
sold at over Rs 70 while its actual cost 
is around Rs 28.

Tushar Mehta said that the medi-
cines cannot be capped beyond a 
limit as higher margins enable them to 
reach far-flung areas.

Justice Mehta said, "If the DPCO 
[Drugs (Prices Control) Order]-
approved medicines do not reach 
customers, then it is the duty of the 
government to ensure it reaches the 
patient. The actual dispute is what 
medicine should be in the DPCO con-
trolled list and what should not be."

The bench gave time to Tushar 
Mehta to come out with modalities 
for capping the price of medicines and 
posted the matter for further hearing 
on October 27.

"We will be strengthening the 
hands of the government. Nothing 
else. Whatever you have to do, do it by 
October 27," the bench observed.

The Centre, in its 551-page detailed 
affidavit, said the national list of essen-
tial medicines (NLEМ) is prepared and 
published by the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare. The NLEM was last 
published in 2011, 2015 and, most re-
cently, in 2022, it added.

"The NLEM is drawn up by the 
Standing National Committee on 
Medicines, consisting of all stake-
holders and experts, which consid-
ers, inter alia, the Essential Medicines 
List of the World Health Organization, 
the drugs used in the National 
Health Programmes, the Indian 
Pharmacopoeia and the National 
Formulary," it said, adding that the 
NLEM, 2022 comprises 388 drugs and 
more than 900 formulations.

On price fixation of medicines, the 
Centre said the ceiling price of a sched-
uled formulation, i.e., a medicine in-
cluded in Schedule-I to the DPCO, 2013, 
is fixed on the basis of market data by 
taking the simple average of the price 
to the retailer of all the brands and ge-
neric versions of the medicine having a 
market share of more than or equal to 
one percent of the total market turn-
over on the basis of the moving annual 
turnover of that medicine, and add-
ing a margin of 16 per cent to the said 
simple average.

"The ceiling price so fixed becomes 
the MRP, i.e., the price above which 
the drug cannot be sold in the market. 
However, the manufacturer is at liber-
ty to give an appropriate margin to the 
wholesaler and the retailer within the 
ceiling price," it said, adding that the 
ceiling prices of 935 formulations have 
been fixed till date.

For the non-scheduled formulations, 
the Centre said that the manufacturer 
is at liberty to fix the initial launch 
price, and while fixing such launch 
price, the manufacturer takes into ac-
count the existing competition. Given 
the competitive market in the sector, it 
may, in general, be difficult for a man-
ufacturer to fix such prices arbitrarily, 
the Centre further said.

"The NPPA monitors the MRP of all 
non-scheduled formulations so as to 
ensure that no manufacturer increases 
the MRP of a nonscheduled drug by 
more than 10 per cent of the MRP pre-
vailing during the preceding twelve 
months," it said.

On September 29, the top court said 
it is carnage while voicing its concern 
over a steep markup of ten times on 
cancer drugs by hospitals and batted 
for a uniform 16 per cent margin on all 
medicines.

It asked the Centre to look into the 
issue of hospitals mandating the pur-
chase of medicines from their chemists 
and said it is the common man who 
suffers from this system.

The top court was hearing petitions 

concerning regulation of medicine 
prices, generic prescriptions and con-
trols on medical devices under the 
DPCO, 2013.
J&K FDA: Misleading

caution has been advised in the use of 
expressions such as “Natural”, “Fresh”, 
“Pure”, “Authentic”, “Genuine”, “Real”, 
“Traditional” and “Original”, which are 
regulated under Regulation 9(2), read 
with Schedule V of the regulations.

According to the advisory, these 
terms may be used only when the food 
product meets the prescribed condi-
tions. Composite foods must not be de-
scribed as “natural” or “pure” in ways 
that violate regulatory requirements or 
mislead consumers about their nature, 
quality, composition or characteristics.

The FDA has clarified that the term 
“Traditional” can be used only when 
a recipe, formulation or processing 
method has existed for at least one 
generation, defined as 30 years, and 
has remained substantially unchanged.

Similarly, claims using the words 
“Original”, “Authentic”, “Genuine” and 
“Real” must be objectively justifiable 
and supported by evidence.

Where a trademark, brand name 
or fancy name contains regulated ex-
pressions that could mislead consum-
ers, the prescribed disclaimer must 
be prominently displayed on the front 
of the package, as required under the 
regulations.

The advisory further prohibits food 
business operators and advertisers 
from making claims that expressly or 
indirectly suggest that a food product 
can prevent, treat, cure or alleviate 
a disease, disorder or specific physi-
ological condition, except where such 
claims are specifically permitted under 
applicable rules.

Advertisements must also remain 
consistent with the information de-
clared on product labels and must not 
contain exaggerated, deceptive or un-
substantiated claims.

Citing the penal provisions, the FDA 
said violations could invite action un-
der Regulation 13 of the Advertising 
and Claims Regulations, 2018, read 
with Section 53 of the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006. Misleading 
advertisements relating to food prod-
ucts may attract a penalty of up to Rs 
10 lakh.

All food business operators have 
been directed to review their existing 
labels, packaging, advertisements, pro-
motional material and digital commu-
nications to ensure compliance with 
statutory requirements.

The advisory warns that misleading, 
deceptive, exaggerated or unsubstanti-
ated claims will invite appropriate ac-
tion under the law.
HC Sets Aside

particularly when the complaints 
were directed against police personnel.

The judgment, pronounced, set aside 
the order passed by the Additional 
Special Mobile Magistrate, Reasi, on 
May 5, 2022, directing the Station 
House Officer of Police Station Chasana 
to register an FIR under Section 156(3) 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

The complainant had filed two pri-
vate complaints alleging that the po-
lice personnel attempted to kill him 
and his family members by trying to 
set their premises ablaze. The police 
personnel challenged the Magistrate’s 
direction, contending, among other 
grounds, that the order had been 
passed without proper application of 
judicial mind.

The petitioners had earlier ap-
proached the Principal Sessions 
Judge, Reasi, whose order dated July 
4, 2022, rejected their revision peti-
tion as not maintainable on the ground 
that the Magistrate’s direction was 
interlocutory.

The High Court held that although 
a revision against an order directing 
investigation under Section 156(3) 
CrPC was barred, the petitioners 
could invoke the High Court’s inher-
ent jurisdiction under Section 482 
CrPC where an order was alleged to 
have been passed without jurisdic-
tion or in disregard of mandatory legal 
requirements.

Referring to Supreme Court judg-
ments governing the exercise of pow-
ers under Section 156(3) CrPC, the 
High Court reiterated that directing an 
investigation is a judicial act requiring 
the Magistrate to consider whether 
the complaint discloses a cognizable 
offence and whether a police investi-
gation is warranted. The reasons re-
flecting such consideration must be 
apparent from the order.

The Court observed that the im-
pugned order merely recorded that the 
complainant had approached the con-
cerned police station and the Senior 
Superintendent of Police before mov-
ing the court. It did not demonstrate 
the required consideration of the al-
legations or explain why an investiga-
tion was necessary.

The judge further observed that 
complaints against police personnel 
concerning acts allegedly committed 
in the course of their official duties 
called for particular care and caution. 
An examination of the matter by the 
trial court, the judgment noted, could 
have provided an opportunity to con-
sider the competing version that the 
police personnel had visited the prem-
ises to execute an arrest.
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HC Makes Uniform Mandatory 
for Advocates’ Clerks
SRINAGAR: The High Court of J&K and Ladakh has reiterated the 
mandatory dress code for clerks attached to advocates, directing 
that only those wearing the prescribed uniform and identification 
badges will be permitted access to the Registry.

In an order issued by the Office of the Registrar Judicial, Srinagar, 
the High Court expressed concern over clerks entering its premises 
in informal or casual clothing, stating that violations undermine in-
stitutional discipline and create scope for unauthorised individuals 
to impersonate clerks and engage in touting activities within the 
Court and Registry.

The order refers to Circular No. 17 dated February 17, 2005, which 
prescribed the uniform for advocates’ clerks on the recommenda-
tion of the Bar Association with the approval of the Chief Justice. 
The directions were reiterated through Circular No. 06 of 2024/RG/
LP dated May 10, 2024.

As per the prescribed dress code, clerks must wear a navy blue 
shirt and trousers during summer. The winter uniform comprises a 
grey coat with navy blue trousers and a navy blue shirt or jersey.

The order further directs all advocates’ clerks to wear identifica-
tion badges on the left side of their chest, clearly displaying their 
names and the names of the advocates with whom they are at-
tached. The Court has warned that any violation of the directions 
will be viewed seriously and may invite disciplinary action against 
the defaulters.

The concerned authorities have been directed to ensure strict 
compliance with the order. (KO Correspondent)

Fatal Road Accident in Pattan 
Leaves Bijbehara Man Dead
BARAMULLA: A man was killed while his father sustained injuries 
after a dumper collided with their Tata Ace vehicle near Hyderbeigh 
in Pattan area of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district on Sunday 
night, officials said.

An official said that the father-son duo sustained injuries after a 
dumper collided with their Tata Ace vehicle near Hyderbeigh in Pat-
tan last night. He said the injured duo were shifted to Sub-District 
Hospital (SDH) Pattan for treatment, where one of them suc-
cumbed to his injuries, while the other was referred to JVC Hospital 
for advanced treatment.

The deceased was identified as Murtaza Shabir Bhat, a resident 
of Bijbehara in Anantnag district, while the injured was identified as 
his father, Shabir Ahmad Bhat, also a resident of Bijbehara.

The official said the cause of the accident was not immediately 
known and that cognizance of the incident had been taken—(KNO)

BSF Constable Dies of Cardiac 
Arrest
POONCH: A Border Security Force (BSF) constable died after suf-
fering a cardiac arrest in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Monday morning, officials said.

An official said that the constable complained of chest pain in 
the morning, following which he was taken to District Hospital (DH) 
Poonch. He said the BSF constable suffered a cardiac arrest and col-
lapsed at the hospital, but later died during treatment.

The official said medico-legal formalities were underway, after 
which the body would be handed over to the family—(KNO)

(CC.7641877)
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

HEALTH & MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT BRANCH

CIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K. 

(NOTIFICATIONS)
JAMMU, THE  29TH OF SEPTEMBER, 2026

Subject:  Tentative Seniority List of Block Medical Officers and equivalent officers of Health & Family Welfare (Gazetted) Service, 
J&K, as on 01.09.2026.

Whereas, the posts of Block Medical Officers and equivalent posts in the Health & Family Welfare (Gazetted) Service are required 
to be filled by posting of Medical Officers strictly in accordance with their seniority, as prescribed under the relevant Recruitment Rules 
notified vide SRO-325 dated 12.07.2013;

Whereas, on the recommendations of the Departmental Promotion Committee/Jammu and Kashmir Public Service Commission, 
95 Block Medical Officers/Medical Officers were regularized/confirmed against the posts of Chief Medical Officers and equivalent 
posts vide Government Order No. 296-JK(HME) of 2023 dated 10.04.2023;

Whereas, while considering the aforesaid proposal, the DPC/JKPSC observed that a number of officers recommended for 
regularization against the posts of Chief Medical Officers and equivalent had not served in the feeding cadre of Block Medical Officers 
and equivalent posts and that no seniority list of the said feeding cadre had been framed by the Department;

Whereas, the matter regarding preparation of the seniority list of Block Medical Officers and equivalent officers was examined by 
the Department and, pursuant to the deliberations held in the meeting convened under the Chairmanship of Director Finance, Health 
and Medical Education Department on 13.05.2025, it was decided that the seniority of Block Medical Officers and equivalent officers 
shall be determined/prepared in accordance with the applicable Recruitment Rules and the seniority of the feeding cadre , of Medical 
Officers;

Whereas, the Department, vide communication dated 19.06.2026, requested the Directors of Health Services, Jammu/Kashmir to 
furnish the requisite information in respect of Block Medical Officers and equivalent officers in the prescribed format. The information 
furnished by the Directorates of Health Services, Jammu/Kashmir vide communications dated 03.08.2026 and 27.08.2026, 
respectively, has been examined and scrutinized by the Department;

Whereas, Dr. Bashir Ahmad Tell, figuring at Serial No. 235 of the Medical Officers’ Seniority List-2020, was the last officer considered 
for regularization/confirmation/promotion against the post of Chief Medical Officer and equivalent Accordingly, the present exercise 
for preparation of the seniority list of Block Medical Officers and equivalent officers has been undertaken with reference to the Medical 
Officers figuring from Serial No. 236 onwards of the said seniority list, subject to verification of records and the applicable rules;

Now, therefore, the Tentative Seniority List of Block Medical Officers and equivalent officers of the Health & Family Welfare (Gazetted) 
Service, U&K, as it stands on 01.09.2026, as Annexure-A, is hereby issued for information of all concerned and inviting objections/
representations, if any.

The officers concerned, who have any objection to their placement, date of appointment, date of regularization, seniority position, 
category status or any other relevant entry reflected in the tentative seniority list, may submit their objections/representations to the 
Human Resource Management (HRM) Branch, Health and Medical Education Department, Civil Secretariat, J&K, within 15 days from 
the date of issuance/publication of this tentative seniority list.

The objections/representations shall be supported by relevant documentary evidence and shall clearly indicate the specific entry/
issue against which the objection is being preferred. Objections not supported by documentary evidence or received after the prescribed 
period shall not ordinarily be entertained.

The reserved category status of the officers, as reflected in the earlier seniority records, shall be subject to verification/
authentication of the requisite valid category certificates by the competent authority. Accordingly, the officers claiming the benefit of 
reserved categories, particularly RBA, ALC and SOC, shall furnish valid and duly authenticated category certificates to the Department 
within 15 days from the date of issuance of this tentative seniority list.

In case an officer fails to furnish the requisite valid category certificate within the prescribed period, his/her category status shall be 
liable to be treated as Open Merit (OM), subject to the applicable rules and verification by the competent authority. In case any certificate 
is subsequently found to be false, fake, invalid or otherwise not in accordance with the prescribed requirements, the category status 
and consequential benefits, if any, shall be liable to be withdrawn/cancelled ab-initio, besides initiation of appropriate action under 
the rules.

It is clarified that the seniority list issued vide this notification is tentative in nature and shall not confer any vested right upon 
any officer in respect of seniority promotion, confirmation or appointment to any higher post. The final seniority shall be issued after 
examination and disposal of the objections/representations received from the concerned officers and verification of the relevant service 
records/documents.

The issuance of this tentative seniority list shall also be subject to the outcome of any court case(s), tribunal proceedings or other 
judicial/legal proceedings, if any, having a bearing on the seniority of the officers included therein.

The tentative seniority list is issued without prejudice to the rights of the Government to make corrections/modifications in the list 
on the basis of any factual discrepancy, clerical error, subsequent verification of records or any order/judgment of a competent court/
tribunal or competent authority.

The said Tentative Seniority List will be available on the official website of Health Department www.hme.jk.gov.in . The list shall 
also be available in the Directorate of Health Services, Jammu/Kashmir.
No:HME-HRM/67/2025-02  Sd/-
Dated: 29.09.2026  (M.Raju) IAS
DIPK-6620-26 Commissioner/Secretary to the Government 
DT: 12/10/2026 Health and Medical Education Department

Arthritis Not Just An Ageing Disease, Doctors Warn
Agencies

SRINAGAR: On World Arthritis 
Day, doctors on Monday called 
for greater awareness, early di-
agnosis and preventive health-
care, stressing that arthritis is 
not confined to older people and 
can affect individuals across 
different age groups, including 
young adults and children.

Healthcare professionals 
said arthritis is an umbrella 
term for more than 100 condi-
tions affecting the joints and 
surrounding tissues, often 
causing pain, swelling, stiff-
ness and restricted mobility. 
They emphasised that timely 
medical consultation, regular 
physical activity and weight 
management can help preserve 
joint health and reduce the risk 
of complications.

Dr Mukhtar, an orthopaedi-
cian at the Directorate of Health 
Services Kashmir (DHSK), said 
arthritis can gradually interfere 
with everyday activities, includ-
ing walking, climbing stairs and 
performing household chores.

“Many people tend to ignore 
joint pain and stiffness, par-

ticularly in the initial stages, 
assuming these symptoms are a 
normal part of ageing. However, 
persistent pain, swelling or dif-
ficulty moving a joint should 
not be overlooked, as early as-
sessment can help identify the 
underlying condition and pre-
vent complications,” he said.

He said factors such as age, 
genetic predisposition, previous 
joint injuries, infections, obesity 
and immune system abnormali-
ties may contribute to different 
forms of arthritis.

Highlighting the impact of 
obesity, Dr Mukhtar said excess 
body weight places additional 

pressure on weight-bearing 
joints, particularly the knees 
and hips, potentially accelerat-
ing cartilage deterioration and 
aggravating existing symptoms. 
Even gradual weight reduction 
among overweight individuals 
can help ease pressure on the 
joints and improve mobility, he 
added.

He also cautioned against 
smoking and physical inactivi-
ty, saying smoking is associated 
with an increased risk of rheu-
matoid arthritis, while a sed-
entary lifestyle can weaken the 
muscles supporting the joints 
and contribute to stiffness.

Dr Aadil, a medical officer at 
DHSK posted in South Kashmir, 
said awareness of early warning 
signs remains crucial, as many 
patients seek medical attention 
only when symptoms begin to 
disrupt their daily lives.

Recurring joint pain, swelling, 
warmth around a joint, prolonged 
morning stiffness and difficulty 
performing routine movements 
warrant medical evaluation, par-
ticularly when symptoms persist 
or worsen, he said.

“Arthritis should not be 
viewed exclusively as a dis-
ease of older people. Inflam-
matory conditions, including 
rheumatoid arthritis, can affect 
younger individuals as well. 
Early diagnosis and appropri-
ate treatment can help control 
inflammation, preserve joint 
function and reduce the likeli-
hood of long-term disability,” 
Dr Aadil said.

He cautioned against self-
medication and the repeated 
use of painkillers without iden-
tifying the underlying cause, 
saying this could delay diag-
nosis and expose patients to 
avoidable side effects.

Doctors also stressed the 
importance of distinguishing 
between osteoarthritis, which 
generally develops as protective 
joint cartilage deteriorates, and 
rheumatoid arthritis, an auto-
immune inflammatory disease 
that can cause progressive joint 
damage if left untreated.

They recommended regu-
lar physical activity suited to 
individual health conditions, 
a balanced diet, maintaining 
a healthy weight and avoiding 
tobacco. Low-impact exercises 
such as walking, swimming and 
cycling can help support joint 
health.

The doctors said that al-
though no single preventive 
measure can eliminate the 
risk of every form of arthri-
tis, healthy lifestyle choices, 
timely medical care and regu-
lar follow-up can help manage 
symptoms and maintain quality 
of life.

They urged people experi-
encing persistent joint pain or 
stiffness to seek medical ad-
vice rather than dismissing the 
symptoms as ordinary body 
aches. (KNO)

IUST To Host National Film Festival 
On October 15
Over 20 Short Films, Documentaries Shortlisted; Renowned 
Filmmakers And Critics To Judge Student Entries
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  The Depart-
ment of Journalism and 
Mass Communication 
(DJMC), Islamic University 
of Science and Technology 
(IUST), will host its na-
tional-level Film Festival 
2026 on October 15 at the 
Lal Ded Auditorium on the 
university's main campus.

The festival will fea-
ture screenings of short 
films and documentaries, 
panel discussions with 
experts and a competition 
among school, college and 
university students for 
awards recognising out-
standing films.

More than 20 short 

films and documentaries 
have been shortlisted for 
the competition, with 
student filmmakers from 
colleges and universities 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir and other states par-
ticipating in the event.

The entries will be 
judged by a jury comprising 
Prof. Shahid Rasool, Dean 
Academic Affairs and Dean 
of the Media School at the 
Central University of Kash-
mir; Bollywood actor and 
director Mir Sarwar; and 
filmmaker Danish Renzu, 
founder of Renzu Films.

Besides the shortlisted 
entries, some films pro-
duced by DJMC will also 
be screened during the 

festival.
The initiative aims to 

provide a platform for 
emerging creative tal-
ent and contribute to the 
promotion of cinema, arts 
and culture in the region.

Maple Café and Bistro 
is the official hospital-
ity partner of the festival, 
while Kashmir Observer is 
the official print and digital 
media partner. Big 92.7 FM 
is the official radio partner.

The upcoming edition 
follows the success of the 
2023 and 2025 festivals 
organised by DJMC-IUST, 
which witnessed enthusias-
tic student participation and 
collaboration among insti-
tutions across the Valley.

NIA Attaches Property Used to 
Harbour Pak LeT terrorists
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The National 
Investigation Agency on 
Monday attached a residen-
tial property on Srinagar 
outskirts, in connection 
with an alleged cross-bor-
der terror conspiracy in-
volving Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), citing its use for har-
bouring Pakistani terrorists 
and concealing incriminat-
ing material linked to the 
terror network.

In a statement issued, a 
NIA spokesman said, “The 
property, located at Khasra 
No. 315 and belonging to 
accused Ghulam Moham-
mad Mir alias Mama Gas 
in Danihama area of Haz-
ratbal was attached under 
Section 25 of the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 

(UAPA), 1967, after obtain-
ing prior approval from the 
NIA Director General.”

The spokesman said, 
“The case pertains to a net-
work of local Over Ground 
Workers (OGWs) allegedly 
operating in coordination 
with Pakistan-based LeT 
handlers to facilitate the 
infiltration, movement, 
shelter and logistical sup-
port of Pakistani terrorists 
for attacks on government 
establishments, security 
forces and civilians.”

“The case was initial-
ly registered as FIR No. 
24/2026 on March 31, 2026, 
at Police Station Zakura, 
Srinagar, before being tak-
en over and re-registered 
by the NIA as RC-02/2026/
NIA/JMU,” he said, add-
ing, “A search conducted at 

Mir's residence on April 6 
led to the detection of two 
suspected Pakistani terror-
ists, identified as Abu Hur-
aira and Khubaib, allegedly 
associated with LeT. An 
explosive-like substance, 
digital devices and other 
incriminating material 
were also recovered from 
the premises.”

“The investigation es-
tablished that Mir know-
ingly provided shelter to 
the suspected terrorists and 
allowed the premises to be 
used to facilitate their ac-
tivities,” the NIA spokesman 
said, adding, “Further inves-
tigation is underway to iden-
tify other OGWs, facilitators 
and individuals linked to the 
Pakistan-based handlers and 
unravel the entire terror-
support network.” 

HC Dismisses Plea over Disputed Pathway in Anantnag
‘Disputed Questions Of Fact, Law Must Be Determined By Civil Court’
KO Correspondent

SRINAGAR: The High Court 
of J&K and Ladakh has dis-
missed a writ petition filed 
by a resident of Chittergul-
Shangus in Anantnag dis-
trict seeking protection of a 
pathway allegedly used by 
his family and other resi-
dents for several decades, 
observing that the disputed 
questions of fact and law 
must be determined by the 
competent civil court on 
the basis of evidence.

A bench of Justice Wasim 
Sadiq Nargal held that the 
controversy concerning the 
existence and location of 
the pathway, the petition-
er’s claimed easementary 
rights, possession of the 
land and alleged obstruc-
tion could not appropriately 
be adjudicated in writ pro-
ceedings, particularly when 
the same subject matter 
was already pending before 
the civil court at Shangus.

The petition was filed by 
Bal Krishnan Pandita, who 
claimed that an approxi-

mately eight-foot-wide 
and 60-foot-long pathway 
provided access to his resi-
dential property and agri-
cultural land.

According to Pandita, the 
pathway also led to a Devi 
Mandir and a Ghat/Yarbal 
used by the local minor-
ity community for religious 
ceremonies.

He alleged that attempts 
had been made to erect 
fencing and obstruct access 
to the pathway. He claimed 
easementary rights by pre-
scription and necessity and 
sought directions for iden-
tification, demarcation and 
protection of the passage.

The court noted that a 
revenue inspection con-
ducted on November 24, 
2025, had recorded the 
existence of a pathway af-
fecting the relevant survey 
numbers, while also noting 
uncertainty concerning the 
identification and posses-
sion of certain portions of 
the land.

Pandita had earlier ap-
proached the Court of 

Munsiff, Shangus, where an 
interim order directing the 
parties to maintain status 
quo regarding the pathway 
was passed on July 9, 2024. 
However, the interim pro-
tection was subsequently 
vacated on July 17, 2026.

The High Court observed 
that Pandita could not ap-
proach the writ court mere-
ly in the hope of securing a 
more favourable order after 
the civil court declined to 
continue the interim pro-
tection. It held that the ap-
propriate remedy was to 
pursue the pending civil 
proceedings rather than 
seek substantially overlap-
ping relief through writ ju-
risdiction.

The court further ob-
served that determining 
whether the petitioner had 
acquired an enforceable 
easementary right would 
require evidence regarding 
the duration and nature of 
the pathway’s use, whether 
such use was permissive or 
as a matter of right, and the 
precise identity and extent 

of the land concerned.
The court also referred 

to an earlier Division Bench 
order dated September 7, 
2026, which had rejected 
the challenge to the consti-
tutional validity of Revenue 
Department Notification 
S.O. 144 of 2022 under the 
Jammu and Kashmir Mi-
grant Immovable Property 
(Preservation, Protection 
and Restraint on Distress 
Sales) Act, 1997.

Clarifying that it had 
not expressed any opinion 
on the merits of the peti-
tioner’s easementary claim 
or the rival claims concern-
ing the land, the Court left 
all such questions open for 
determination by the civil 
court in accordance with 
law.

The court upheld the 
Munsiff’s order dated July 
17, 2026, declined to restore 
the earlier status quo ar-
rangement and dismissed 
the writ petition, granting 
the petitioner liberty to 
pursue his remedies before 
the competent civil court.

Sunil Sharma Revives 1987 Poll 
Rigging Row, Targets Abdullah Family

ACB Catches Agriculture 
Official Accepting 
Rs 40,000 Bribe
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) on Monday caught a Senior Assis-
tant of the Sub-Division Agriculture Office, 
Handwara, red-handed while demanding 
and accepting a bribe of Rs 40,000 for the 
release of a pending tractor subsidy bill 
under the HADP scheme, officials said. In a 
statement issued, the ACB said the accused, 
Irshad Ahmad Peer, was caught red-handed 
while demanding and accepting the bribe.

The ACB’s Police Station Baramulla had re-
ceived a written complaint alleging that Peer 
had demanded rupees 40,000 from the com-
plainant for releasing a subsidy bill for a trac-
tor purchased by the complainant's brother 
under the HADP scheme. A discreet verifica-
tion was conducted, during which the allega-
tions of bribe demand were found to be true, 
the statement said. Following the complaint 
and verification, a case (FIR No. 06/2026) un-
der Section 7 of the Prevention of Corruption 
Act, 1988, as amended in 2018, was registered 
at ACB Police Station Baramulla on October 
12, and an investigation was taken up.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Leader of Opposition 
(LoP) Sunil Kumar Sharma on Mon-
day termed the alleged rigging of 
the 1987 Assembly elections as 
the biggest case of vote theft in 
the country and said the Abdullah 
family must answer questions sur-
rounding the polls that brought Fa-
rooq Abdullah to power.

Speaking to reporters, Sharma, 
according to KNO, said the 1987 
elections remained a symbol of 
electoral malpractice and that the 
Abdullah family should respond to 
allegations linked to those polls.

"If the allegation of vote theft is 
to be placed on someone, it is on 
the 1987 rigging. Farooq Abdullah 
became Chief Minister after votes 
were allegedly stolen," he said.

Sharma also referred to a district 
commissioner named Khaliq, alleg-
ing that legislators elected during 
that period were popularly known 
as "Khaliq-made MLAs".

He further accused the Congress 
of a history of electoral malprac-
tice in Jammu and Kashmir while 
claiming that elections held under 
former prime minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi were conducted fairly.

Reacting to the INDIA bloc's 
campaign against alleged electoral 
irregularities, Sharma questioned 
its criticism of electronic voting 
machines (EVMs), asking why the 
electoral process was being chal-
lenged after opposition parties had 
participated in elections under the 
same system.

Referring to earlier remarks by 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, 
Sharma said the National Confer-
ence leader had previously praised 
the conduct of elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir and reported no wide-
spread booth-level irregularities.

He said opposition leaders 
should clarify their current objec-
tions and position on the electoral 
process.
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

J&K Bowled Out For 120, MP Take 135-run Lead on Day 2
Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Defending champions 
Jammu and Kashmir suffered a bat-
ting collapse to be bowled out for 120 
in their first innings before Madhya 
Pradesh reached 59 for four in their 
second essay to take a 135-run overall 
lead on the second day of their Ranji 
Trophy Elite Group A match here 
Monday.

J&K, who had dismissed Madhya 
Pradesh for 196 on the opening day, 
could not capitalise on their impres-
sive bowling effort as their innings 
folded in 46.3 overs. Wicketkeeper-
batter Kanhaiya Wadhawan remained 
unbeaten on 35 off 63 balls, hitting 
three fours and a six, while opener 
Qamran Iqbal made 31 off 64 deliver-
ies.

Shubham Pundir contributed 20 
and Abdul Samad scored 17, but the 
defending champions lost wickets at 
regular intervals.

They slipped to seven for two be-
fore Qamran and Pundir added 34 
runs for the third wicket.

Their dismissals at team scores of 
41 and 62 respectively triggered an-
other slide, with J&K losing their last 
four wickets for 32 runs.

For Madhya Pradesh, pacers Avesh 
Khan and Aryan Pandey claimed three 
wickets apiece, while Akshay Sharma 
took two for 18 runs in 10 overs.

Ravi Kiran picked up one wicket.
Madhya Pradesh then lost Harsh 

Gawli (11), Himanshu Mantri (0), Yash 
Dubey (22) and Chanchal Rathore (8) 
in their second innings.

Auqib Nabi and Sunil Kumar took 
two wickets each to keep J&K in the 
contest. At stumps, MP captain Shub-
ham Sharma was unbeaten on 15, 
while Aryan Pandey was yet to open 
his account.

Earlier, Rohit Sharma had starred 
with the ball on the opening day, tak-
ing five wickets for 36 runs in 21.2 
overs as Madhya Pradesh were dis-
missed for 196. Sunil Kumar claimed 
four wickets for 69 runs.

Baroda in command against Goa
Baroda declared their first innings 

at 472 for eight before Goa ended the 
second day at five for one, trailing by 
467 runs in Panaji.

Goa lost Suyash Prabhudessai for a 
duck off the first ball of their innings, 
with Mahesh Pithiya providing the 
breakthrough. Shivendra Bhujbal was 

unbeaten on five and Darshan Misal 
was on nought at stumps.

The substantial first-innings total 
put Baroda in a strong position, leav-
ing Goa with a considerable deficit to 
overcome. The hosts will need a sig-

nificant batting effort on the third day 
to prevent Baroda from tightening 
their grip on the contest.

Vidarbha build lead over Puducherry
Vidarbha posted 428 in their first 

innings and reduced Puducherry to 
107 for one at stumps on the second 
day in Nagpur.

Puducherry were still 321 runs be-
hind, but their batting showed signs 
of resistance after an early setback.

Ritesh Gudge was batting on 59 
off 122 balls, having struck 10 fours, 
while Nikhil Gangta had made 32 not 
out from 105 deliveries.

The pair had put together an un-
broken 93-run stand for the second 
wicket, helping Puducherry recover 
after Neyan Shyam Kangayan fell to 
Harsh Dubey for 10.

Puducherry's remaining batters will 
look to build on the partnership and 
narrow the deficit when play resumes.

Uttar Pradesh pile up 540 against 
Bihar

Uttar Pradesh made 540 in their 
first innings before Bihar reached 44 
for two at stumps on the second day 
of their Group A match at Rajgir.

Bihar trailed by 496 runs, leaving 
them with a substantial task to avoid 
conceding a sizeable first-innings ad-
vantage.

Piyush Singh was unbeaten on 16, 
while Amod Yadav was yet to open his 
account when play ended for the day. 
Bihar lost Ayush Loharuka for a duck.

Karan Sharma had taken two wick-
ets for Uttar Pradesh, who will look to 
exploit their commanding position, as 
Bihar attempt to build a response on 
the third day. 

Rajnath Felicitates Sportspersons From Armed 
Forces Who Bagged Medals At Asian Games

Scandal-Hit Man City Returns To Champions League 
Hosting PSG In-Form Barcelona Goes To Galatasaray
AP

GENEVA: The soccer schedule gods 
had a sense of humor making Man-
chester City's return to the Cham-
pions League after a devastating 
verdict of financial rule-breaking a 
game against Paris Saint-Germain.

Man City hosts title holder PSG 
on Wednesday in a standout meet-
ing of Middle East state-backed 
clubs who were on parallel narra-
tives for much of the past 15 years 
that now have wildly diverged.

Barcelona is still Europe's best 
team this season five weeks after the 
opening round of Champions League 
games and takes a run of nine straight 
wins to Galatasaray on Tuesday.

Arsenal hosts Lille on Tuesday 
looking for a 14th straight win in 
the league phase across all three 
seasons of the current format.

Bayern Munich also plays Tues-
day, at Norwegian champion Viking, 
and Real Madrid has a Wednesday 
visit to one of coach José Mourinho's 

former clubs Roma.
Tale of two cities between 
Manchester and Paris in 
Champions League:

Manchester City and Paris 
Saint-Germain had much in com-
mon before combining to win 
three of the past four Champions 
League titles. They had won none 
in the previous 67 seasons of the 
marquee competition.

They were underachieving big 
city clubs transformed by soccer's 
new wave of petrostate wealth: 
Man City in 2008 backed by Abu 
Dhabi's royal family and a Qatari 
takeover of PSG in 2011.

Ambitious investment with spon-
sors from home created issues com-
plying with UEFA's new Financial Fair 
Play rules and both were fined 20 
million euros ($22.4 million) in 2014.

Each lost their first Champions 
League final — PSG to Bayern in 
2020 and Man City the next year 
to Chelsea — then broke through 
in title games against Inter Milan 

led by coaches who previously 
won it with Barcelona. Man City 
won in 2023 and PSG in 2025.

Under Luis Enrique, PSG is play-
ing widely admired soccer chasing 
a hat trick of European titles.

Just months after Pep Guardiola 
left, Man City risks becoming a 
pariah after long-held suspicion 
about the club's financial success 
was proven last month by a Pre-
mier League tribunal. The pend-
ing sanctions could force years of 
Champions League exile for the 
club, which is appealing.
Man City connection to Gala vs. 
Barca:

Rodri and Ilkay Gündogan were 
the heart of Man City's midfield in 
the 2023 final and the Spanish star 
scored the only goal in Istanbul to 
defeat Inter. On Tuesday they will be 
back in Istanbul but on opposite sides 
when Gündogan and Turkish cham-
pion Galatasaray welcome Barcelona, 
having added Rodri in the offseason 
to an already powerful lineup.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Monday felic-
itated the sportspersons from 
the armed forces who bagged 
a total of 27 medals, including 
six gold, at the recently-held 
Asian Games in Japan.

During his interaction with 
them, he also highlighted the 
role played by the Mission 
Olympic Wing in identifying 
talented athletes and nurtur-
ing them with scientific train-
ing and sports facilities.

He stressed a focused and 
systematic approach towards 
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics, 
calling for better performance at 
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

A total of 92 athletes from 
the three services competed 
in 19 disciplines and won 27 
medals — six gold, 11 silver 
and 10 bronze.

Army athletes alone se-
cured 20 medals (six gold, 
eight silver and six bronze), 
contributing nearly 24 per 
cent to India's overall tally. 
They were also felicitated by 
Chief of the Army Staff Gen 
Dhiraj Seth, who was present 
on the occasion, according to 
an official statement.

The overall Indian contin-

gent won 85 medals -- 21 gold, 
27 silver and 37 bronze.

A particularly encouraging 
feature has been the growing 
contribution of women ath-
letes. Four Army women box-
ers secured four gold medals 
at the Commonwealth Games, 
while women athletes con-
tributed two gold and one sil-
ver medal at the Asian Games, 

the Army said in a statement.
Singh said the journey to 

winning a medal involves 
immense dedication, early-
morning training, gymnasium 
sessions, injuries, recovery 
and consistent efforts while 
balancing unit duties with 
sports preparations and stay-
ing away from families.

Singh also acknowledged 
the contribution of coaches, 
support staff, physiothera-
pists, nutritionists and the 
families of athletes, emphasis-
ing that "a champion is never 
made in isolation".

He reiterated the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
strengthening India's sport-
ing ecosystem, and under-
lined that the objective is not 
merely to increase participa-
tion, but to establish India as 
a "leading power" in the global 
sporting arena.


