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Save Energy at School and Home

Energy Conservation is the Key for Energy Security

THEMES

 Narendra Modi
 Prime Minister

“India has adopted unique and 
innovative energy conservation 
methods, which are furthering 
sustainable development and also 
benefitting citizens.”

Prizes Worth Painting For

First Prize/
Gold Medal

Second Prize/
Silver Medal 

Third Prize/
Bronze Medal
Appreciation 
Prize 

01 No ₹ 50,000/- ₹ 50,000/-

01 No ₹ 30,000/- ₹ 30,000/-

01 No ₹ 20,000/- ₹ 20,000/-

10 Nos ₹ 7,500/- ₹ 7,500/-

Gold Medal

Second Prize/
Silver Medal 

Third Prize/
Bronze Medal
Appreciation 
Prize 

01 No

01 No

01 No

10 Nos   

₹ 1,00,000/-

₹ 50,000/-

 ₹ 30,000/-

₹ 15,000/-

First Prize/
₹ 1,00,000/-

₹ 50,000/-

 ₹ 30,000/-

₹ 15,000/-
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National Painting Competition
On Energy Conservation–2026

Lorem ipsum

Unity Makes Every Goal 
Possible: LG Sinha
Urges youth to embrace fitness and shun drugs

J&K Youth 
Choosing 
Peace Over 
Violence: DGP

Jammu and Kashmir Police chief Nalin 
Prabhat on Wednesday said increas-
ing participation of children and youth 

in sports and constructive activities was 
helping the Union Territory move towards 
peace and prosperity while countering the 
“nefarious designs” of the neighbouring 

country. Addressing the flag-in ceremony 
of the ‘Run for Unity’ marathon, Prabhat 
said the growing participation reflected 
the younger generation’s commitment to 
a peaceful and prosperous future. “The 
increase in participation every year shows 
that our children and | More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Thursday said unity and 
collective resolve can help 
overcome even the most 
difficult challenges, as 
he addressed the closing 
ceremony of the Kashmir 
Marathon-Run for Unity 
organised by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police.

Sinha lauded the enthu-
siasm of participants and 
congratulated the runners, 
describing the marathon 
as a symbol of peace, unity 
and progress in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“Run for Unity is not 
merely the speed of our 
steps. It is the speed of our 
resolve and faith which 
tells us that when people 
walk together, no destina-
tion remains impossible,” 

he said.
Highlighting India’s di-

versity, the LG said differ-
ences in language, tradi-
tions, food and attire do 
not diminish the sense of 
national unity.

“Unity is India’s 
strength, and when mil-
lions of steps move in 

one direction, even the 
highest mountains can be 
crossed,” he said.

Sinha said the Kashmir 
Marathon had sent a mes-
sage that no goal was too 
distant for a united India. 
He described the partici-
pation as an investment 
in a shared future and 

said the event reflected 
the aspirations of a new 
generation in Jammu and 
Kashmir working towards 
a self-reliant and devel-
oped Union Territory.

He urged participants to 
embrace discipline, fitness 
and brotherhood and stay 
away from drugs. Recalling 
the success of the 100-
day Nasha Mukt Jammu 
Kashmir Campaign, he 
called upon young peo-
ple to become ambas-
sadors of the Fit India 
Movement and contribute 
to nation-building.

“The real victory of a 
marathon lies not just in 
reaching the finish line, 
but in holding each other’s 
hands and moving for-
ward together,” Sinha said.

He also called for a col-
lective resolve that despite 
| More on P10
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Public Notice

I, Gazi Mustafanazki Syed S/o Atiqu Rahman Syed, R/o Muqam 
Shaheed Mir, Post Office Baramulla, Tehsil Baramulla, District 
Baramulla, hereby inform the general public that my name has 
inadvertently been recorded as “Sayeed Gazi Mustifa Nazki” 
in my Aadhaar Card bearing No. 4310-4755-0551, which is 
incorrect.
My correct and actual name is “Gazi Mustafanazki Syed.” I have 
applied for correction of the same in the official records/Govt. 
Gazette.
Any person having any objection in this regard may submit the 
same to the concerned authority within 7 days from the date 
of publication of this notice. Thereafter, no objection shall be 
entertained.

fko

Public Notice
I, Mohammad Ramzan Dar, S/o Abdul Samad Dar, R/o Saida 
Pora, Eidgah, Srinagar, hereby state that I need to change my 
name in the records of the University of Kashmir (B.Sc. Final 
Marks Card and B.Sc. Certificate).The details are as under:
My name is to be corrected from "Mohd Ramzan Dar" to 
"Mohammad Ramzan Dar" and father's name from "Ab. 
Samad Dar" to "Abdul Samad Dar".
If any person having  any objection to the aforesaid corrections 
may submit the same to the Controller of Examination, 
Kashmir University, within a period of seven days from the date 
of publication of this notice after that no objection shall be 
entertained.
Mohammad Ramzan Dar
S/o Abdul Samad Dar
R/o Saida Pora, Eidgah, Srinagar	 inf

Public Notice
I, FARWAH MUSTAFA D/O GHULAM MUSTAFA WANI, R/O 
Parisabadpora, Budgam, Jammu & Kashmir, hereby declare 
that my name, father’s name, and date of birth have been 
incorrectly recorded in my Aadhaar record as follows:
Incorrect Particulars:
Name: FARVA MUSTAFA
Father’s Name: MUSTAFA WANI
Date of Birth: 01-01-2006
The correct particulars, as per my school records and valid 
supporting documents, are:
Correct Particulars:
Name: FARWAH MUSTAFA
Father’s Name: GHULAM MUSTAFA WANI
Date of Birth: 11-03-2008
I hereby request that the above-mentioned particulars in my 
Aadhaar record be corrected accordingly.
FARWAH MUSTAFA
D/O GHULAM MUSTAFA WANI
R/O Parisabadpora, Budgam, Jammu & Kashmir	 mcb

Public Notice
I, Mushtaq Ahmad Lone F/o Uzair Mushtaq, R/o Khamiyar, 
Tehsil Pattan, Post Office Pattan, District Baramulla, hereby 
inform the general public that my son’s name has inadvertently 
been recorded as “Auzhir Mushtaq” in his Aadhaar Card bearing 
No. 2053-0543-5434, which is incorrect.
His correct and actual name is “Uzair Mushtaq.” I have applied 
for correction of the same in the official records/Govt. Gazette.
Any person having any objection in this regard may submit the 
same to the concerned authority within 7 days from the date 
of publication of this notice. Thereafter, no objection shall be 
entertained.

  fko

Public Notice
it is hereby notified for the general public that my name has 
been wrongly recorded as Rahi Ramzan instead of Raheel 
Ramzan Lone in my aadhaar card bearing number 4718 2003 
4111.
i have applied for the correction/rectification of my name 
to Raheel Ramzan Lone. any person having any objection 
regarding this correction may file it in writing before the 
concerned Aadhaar centre/authority within seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice.

Raheel Ramzan Lone
S/o Mohammad Ramzan Lone	 fko
R/o Tujar Pahle Har baramulla j&k 193201

Public Notice
I, Nazir Ahmad Mir F/o Rehber Ahmad Mir, R/o Kalsari Nihal 
Pora, Tehsil Pattan, Post Office Pattan, District Baramulla, 
hereby inform the general public that my son’s name has 
inadvertently been recorded as “Rehber Nazir” in his Aadhaar 
Card bearing No. 4642-1540-1892, which is incorrect.
His correct and actual name is “Rehber Ahmad Mir.” I have 
applied for correction of the same in the official records/Govt. 
Gazette.
Any person having any objection in this regard may submit the 
same to the concerned authority within 7 days from the date 
of publication of this notice. Thereafter, no objection shall be 
entertained.

 fko

Public Notice
I, Mohammad Maqbool Malik, father of Sabiya Zehra, a student 
of Class 3rd Green View Public High School, hereby state that 
her mother's name is recorde in the school records as Meema 
Bano. The same is to be corrected to Shameem Begum, which is 
her correct and actual name.
Anyone having any objection to the said correction may report 
the same Green View Public High School within 7 days from the 
date of publication of th notice. After the expiry of 7 days, no 
objection will be entertained. 

bmg

Public Notice
Subject: Notice regarding issuance of Legal Heir Certificate Public at large is 
hereby informed that an application has been submitted before the concerned 
authority for issuance of a Legal Heir Certificate in respect of Late Abdul Jabbar 
Bhat S/o Abdul Rashid Bhat (Reshi Bhat) R/o Aqilpora Razwen Tehsil Magam 
District Budgam date of death 26-08-2026.
The deceased is stated to have left behind the following legal heirs:
1. Manzoor Ahmad Bhat	 Son of deceased.
2. Nusrat			   Daughter of deceased.
3. Roziya Akhter		  Daughter of deceased.
Any person having any objection, claim, interest or information contrary to the 
above-mentioned facts and proposed issuance of the Legal Heir Certificate is 
hereby called upon to file the same before the concerned authority within 15 days 
from the date of publication of this notice.
In case no objection is received within the stipulated period, the matter shall be 
processed in accordance with the applicable rules and the Legal Heir Certificate 
may be issued in favour of the persons found entitled thereto.
Applicant
Manzoor Ahmad Bhat
S/o Abdul Jabbar Bhat
R/o Aqilpora Razwen Magam	 fko

Public Notice
CORRECTION OF DATE OF BIRTH / NAME IN RECORDS I, HAJRA, D/o Ghulam 
Rasool Yatoo, R/o Lalgam, Budgam, Jammu & Kashmir, do hereby inform 
the general public that in my Date of Birth Certificate issued by the Block 
Development Officer (BDO), Budgam, dated 29/09/2026 under Registration No. 
B202601902100000224:  My correct Date of Birth is 16/01/1953.  My correct and 
complete name is Hajra (erroneously recorded as Hajra Bagum / Hajra Bagum 
in official records).  Both Hajra and Hajra Bagum refer to one and the same 
person, i.e., myself. I have applied for the necessary correction of my Date of 
Birth and Name in my Date of Birth Certificate and official records.  If any person/
authority has any objection to the correction of the aforementioned details, they 
may submit their objection in writing to the Block Development Officer (BDO), 
Budgam, within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice.  HAJRAD/o 
Ghulam Rasool YatooR/o Lalgam, Budgam, J&K

mcb

Public Notice
This is information for the general public that in Birth Certificate of my  Son SYED 
HUSSAIN MOOSVI the mothers  name is entered as SYED MASUMA ZEHRA  while  
actual mothers name is SYED MASUMA ZAHRA.  Now i want its correction, in 
this regard if anybody having any objection may contact EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BUDGAM with in a period of seven days. No objection shall 
be entertained after that.
AGA SYED MOHAMMAD BAQIR MOOSVI  
F/o SYED HUSSAIN MOOSVI  
R/o MAHWARA BUDGAM 	 mcb
CEL 9682660188

OFFICE OF THE 
NAIB TEHSILDAR KHANYAR

Subject: Issuance of legal heir certificate in favour of legal heirs of deceased 
Nazir Ahmad Ashraf S/o Mohammad Asgar Ashraf R/o Gulshan Bagh Upper Bota 
Kadal Srinagar

NOTICE
The above titled application for issuance legal heir certificate is under process. In 
this regard a report has been obtained from the concerned patwari which reveals 
that Nazir Ahmad Ashraf S/o Mohammad Asgar Ashraf R / sigma Gulshan Bagh 
Upper Bota Kadal Srinagar expired on 23/03/2023 as per death certificate. 
The deceased parents have already expired. The deceased has left behind the 
following legal heirs at the time of his death.

S. No Name of legal heirs Age/Approx. Relation with 
deceased

Occupation/
Marital status

1 Mehra 68 yrs Wife Widow
2 Gulshan Bano 47 yrs Daughter married
3 Haseena 38 yrs Daughter married
4 Mohammad Rafiq Ashraf 39 уг son married
5 Hadeesa 36 yrs Daughter married
6 Shahzada 33 yrs Daughter married
7 Tawheeda 31 yrs Daughter Un married

The applicants seek issuance of legal heirs certificate. If anyone is having any 
objection is this regard, he/she may intimate the office of undersigned either 
personally on through an authorised agent within seven days from the date of 
publication of his notice after expiry of said period no claim shall be entertained 
inf	 NAIB TEHSILDAR KHANYAR

I Hamida Bano, R/O:- Bohri Kadal, Srinagar hereby inform through this 
public no�ce that my daughter namely Insha Nazir is presently 
studying in Class 9th, Sec�on Orange Roll No. 36 at Motherland High 
School, Kaka Mohalla, Khawaja Bazar, Nowha�a, Srinagar. It has 
been found that in the school records, the name of her father has been 
wrongly men�oned as “Nazir Ahmad Gojri” instead of the correct 
name “Nazir Ahmad Gujree”. Now I have applied for the correc�on of 
my daughter’s father name in his school records. If anybody has any 
objec�on in this regard, he/she may file the same in the office of the 
Principal, Motherland High School within 7 days from the date of 
publica�on of this no�ce, a�er which no objec�on shall be 
entertained.

Hamida Bano
M/O:- Insha Nazir

R/O:- Bohri Kadal, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

Media line advt

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM 

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to 
the License No.JK-0420120016109  issued in favour of SAJAD 
AHMED SHEIKH  Parentage GH MOHD SHEIKH
Whereas an application has been recieved by one SAJAD AHMED 
SHEIKH  Parentage GH MOHD SHEIKH  wherein he claimed that 
the Name  has been wrongly recorded in the records of Driving 
Licenses as SAJAD AHMAD SHEIKH Which needs to be changed 
as SAJAD AHMED SHEIKH.
	 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any in this regard shal reach in 
written in the office of the   Assistant Regional Transport office  
Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of publication 
of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of stipulated 
time no objection will be entertained.
Assistant Regional Transport officer
Budgam Kashmir	 mcb

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD
Muthi, Akhnoor Road, Jammu/ZamZam Complex Rambagh, Srinagar

(www.jkssb.nic.in)

Financial Commissioner (Additional Chief Secretary),
Jal Shakti Department,
Civil Secretariat, J&K.

No.JKSSB-Scry/3/2026-06 (E-7840629)	 Dated: 24.09.2026

Subject: Final Selection List for the post of Junior Engineer (Civil), advertised vide Advertisement Notification No. 03 of 2025 dated 
24.04.2025-Release of withheld recommendation thereof.

Sir,

Kindly refer to this Office Letter No. JKSSB-Scry/3/2026-06 (E-7840629) dated 13.04.2026, where-under the Final Selection List of 
candidates for the post(s) of Junior Engineer (Civil), advertised vide Notification No. 03 of 2025 dated 24.04.2025, under Item No. 06 
was forwarded to your department for further course of action.
Among others, the cases of 3 candidates, whose recommendations were kept withheld for the aforesaid post, were placed before the 
Board in its 357th Board Meeting, which decided to release their recommendations on account of the deficiencies being cleared. 
Accordingly, the undersigned is directed to convey the above decision of the Board regarding the release of withheld recommendations 
of the candidates figuring in "Annexure-A" to this communication for the post of Junior Engineer (Civil), Jal Shakti Department, UT 
Cadre, pursuant to Advertisement Notification No. 03 of 2025 dated 24.04.2025, under Item No. 06, with the request to kindly proceed 
ahead in the matter accordingly. The other terms and conditions, as conveyed vide Letter No. JKSSB-Scry/3/2026-06 (E-7840629) 
dated 13.04.2026, shall remain the same.
The above recommendations shall be subject to the outcome of writ petition(s)/OA(s), if any, pending disposal before any competent 
Court of jurisdiction. The Selection List shall also be subject to the outcome of any inquiry, involving candidate(s) figuring in this 
Selection List.
The Document Verification/scrutiny conducted by the Board is limited to the extent of establishing physical possession of the Category/
Degree certificates and ascertaining genuineness/validity or otherwise of the same and recognition status of the Institution, shall be the 
responsibility of the Indenting Department/Appointing Authority.
The Selection of the candidates has been made on the basis of Self-declaration/Certificates submitted by them and if at any stage, 
it comes to the light that any candidate(s) has submitted false information or has secured selection on the basis of fake documents/
certificates, the selection shall be liable to cancellation at any stage and appropriate criminal proceedings against such candidate/s may 
kindly be initiated.
Moreover, in terms of Government Order No.1003-JK(GAD) of 2021 dated 27.09.2021, the candidates, whose recommendations are 
released by the Selection Agency, shall submit their Personal Verification Roll (PVR) before the appointing authority within a period of 
21 days from its release, failing which the candidate(s) shall forego their right to appointment forthwith.
This communication is also available on the website of J&K Services Selection Board www.jkssb.nic.inand may be cross verified from it, 
if required.

Yours faithfully,

(Khurshid Ahmad Sanai) JKAS,
Secretary  

J&K Services Selection Board.

(Khurshid Ahmad Sanai) JKAS,
DIPK-6296/26 	 Secretary  
dated: 01-10-2026	 J&K Services Selection Board.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE SUB DIVISONAL MAGISTRATE SRINAGAR (WEST)
Email Id:-subdivisionalmagistratewest@gmail.com Address:-Bemina, Next to SDA OFFICE Srinagar (190018)

Subject: Disbursement of Improvement Charges to Eligible Kamas in respect of land under Srinagar Development 
Authority for Housing Colony Project, at Rakh-e-Gund Akshah (Bemina), Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
WHEREAS, the Department of Rakhs and Farms, in pursuance of the directions of the concerned authorities, has verified 
the eligible Kamas in respect of the land under Srinagar Development Authority (SDA) for Housing Colony Project at 
Rakh-e-Gund Akshah (Bemina), Srinagar, and has forwarded the list of such Kamas to this Collectorate for disbursement 
of improvement charges, initially in respect of verified land measuring 1292 Kanals and 14 Marlas, of which only 180 
Kanals and 9.4 Marlas fall under Baach;
And whereas the verification of the remaining land under the said Project is in progress, and the Department of Rakhs 
and Farms shall furnish the list of eligible Kamas in respect thereof upon completion of the verification;
Now, therefore, the said list is hereby notified for the information of the general public, and of all Kamas and other 
persons having any objection or claim in the land in question.

Any person having an objection or claim may submit the same in writing to this Office during official working hours (10:00 
AM to 4:30 PM) within fifteen (15) days from the date of publication of this Notice. Every such objection or claim must be 
accompanied by relevant documentary evidence in support thereof.
Objections or claims received after the expiry of the aforesaid period shall not be entertained.

Sd/-
DIPK-6308/26 	 Sub Divisional Magistrate 
dated: 01-10-2026	 Srinagar (West).

Press Trust Of India

Excessive screen use, prolonged sitting 
and poor posture could be contributing to 
back, neck and other spinal issues among 
children and adolescents, physiotherapy 
experts said, and called for regular 
movement breaks, ergonomic awareness 
and preventive physiotherapy.
Experts from the Indian Association of 
Physiotherapists (IAP) raised the concern 
at the World Physiotherapy Asia Western 
Pacific (WPAWP) Regional Conference 2026 
at Yashobhoomi in Delhi.
The conference brought together more 
than 10,000 physiotherapy professionals 
and delegates from India and 32 countries 
to discuss emerging challenges in physical 
health, rehabilitation and preventive care.
"The concern is not simply the number of 
hours a child spends looking at a screen, 
but what happens to the body during those 
hours, said Dr Sanjiv K Jha, IAP president 
and Organising Chair, WPAWP Regional 
Conference 2026.
"Prolonged sitting, static postures, reduced 
movement and frequently looking down 
at mobile devices can place repeated 

stress on the neck and back. Children 
need to be taught that screen use should 
be accompanied by movement, posture 
awareness and regular physical activity," Dr 
Jha said.
Recent scientific evidence has also pointed 
to an association between sedentary 
behaviour and spinal pain among children 
and adolescents, although experts 
cautioned that screen time should not be 
considered a single or proven cause of back 

pain.
The concern may also extend to the 
neck. A systematic review and meta-
analysis found a mild association between 
sedentary behaviour and neck pain among 
children and adolescents. Another study 
involving 970 school-aged children found 
associations between overall screen time, 
passive gaming and social media use, and 
neck and shoulder pain at one follow-up 
point.

Experts said the physical position 
adopted while using devices could also be 
important. A study involving children aged 
five to 12 years found that smartphone use 
was associated with changes in head and 
neck flexion and craniocervical posture, 
particularly while sitting.
Dr Ruchi Varshney, Organising Secretary, 
WPAWP 2026, said, "We are seeing a 
generation of children who can remain 
physically still for long periods while being 
mentally engaged with screens. The answer 
is not simply to take technology away from 
children.
"We need to teach healthier screen habits 
- changing positions, taking regular 
movement breaks, using appropriate 
seating and keeping children physically 
active. Preventive physiotherapy and 
movement education can play an important 
role in this approach," she said.
Experts recommended that schools and 
parents encourage regular movement 
breaks during study and screen sessions, 
age-appropriate physical activity, 
ergonomic seating and posture awareness, 
while avoiding prolonged neck-down 
smartphone use.

Screen Time, Poor Posture 
Threaten Children’s Spine Health
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Mufti Regrets 'Slip 
of Tongue' Remark 
At Jantar Mantar

Govt Jobs Alone Can't End 

Unemployment: LG Sinha

PoK Polls A 
'Cosmetic 
Exercise':India
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India on Tuesday 
described the ongoing local 
body elections in Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir (PoK) as an 
attempt by Islamabad to cam-
ouflage its illegal occupation 
and hide its "grave" human 
rights violations in the region.

Voting in PoK began this 
week for the first round of lo-
cal legislative elections amid 
widespread violence.

"The current cosmetic elec-
toral exercise is nothing but 
an attempt by Pakistan to 
camouflage its illegal occupa-
tion and hide its grave human 
rights violations in the re-
gion," External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said at his bi-weekly media 
briefing.

He reiterated that the entire 
Union territories of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh, in-
cluding the areas currently 
under Pakistan's | More on P6

2 Held In  
Baramulla For Rape, 
Filming Assault
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Two men have been ar-
rested for allegedly gang raping 
a 21-year-old woman, recording 
the assault on a mobile phone, and 
threatening her into silence in north 
Kashmir's Baramulla district, police 
said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference, 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Baramulla Gurinderpal Singh 
said the woman approached Police 
Station Baramulla on July 25 and 
lodged a written complaint alleging 
that the crime had taken place on 
July 3 at Jalsheeri Drangbal.

According to the complaint, the 
woman had gone to the picnic spot 
with a male friend | More on P6

FDA Bans  
Unsafe Sauce Batch 
Across J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Food and Drugs 
Administration (FDA), Jammu and 
Kashmir, has prohibited the sale of 
a batch of Snack Dressing (Sauce) 
marketed under the brand "Nirmal 
Fruits Products" across the Union 
Territory after it was declared un-
safe and misbranded by the National 
Food Laboratory (NFL), Ghaziabad.

The order, issued under the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 2006, also 
directs the immediate withdrawal and 
recall of the affected batch from the 
market in the interest of public health.

The prohibited | More on P6

39 Yatris Hurt After Bus Skids Off Road In Ganderbal

LG visits SKIMS, CM directs best treatment for injured

1.2 Cr People Reached Under 

Anti-Drug Campaign In J&K
Centre says 69 lakh youth, 51 lakh women reached; 

8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras join anti-drug drive

Sessions Court Sets 
Aside Order Against 
SSP Srinagar
Issues Guidelines For 
Streamlining Execution 
Of Judicial Processes
M Ahmad

Srinaga: A Sessions Court here has 
set aside a lower court's order di-
recting the registration of a criminal 
case against Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Srinagar, GV Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, while simultane-
ously laying down a comprehensive 
mechanism for the execution of ju-
dicial processes within the district.

The court of 2nd Additional 
Sessions Judge Srinagar, presided 
over by Naushad Ahmad Khan 
passed the order while allowing a 
criminal revision petition filed by 
the | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: : Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday 
expressed regret over her con-
troversial remarks at the re-
cent Jantar Mantar protest, de-
scribing them as a "slip of the 
tongue" and clarifying that the 
statement had been taken out 
of context.

Addressing a press conference 
on the party's 27th Foundation 
Day in Srinagar, the former chief 
minister maintained that the 
viral video of her remarks was 
authentic and had not been 
doctored.

"I gave bytes to a lot of people 
there. In one byte I said there is 
militancy and intended to say 
'bahana banta hai', but due to 
the rush of media interactions 
I could not utter the word 'ba-
hana'. I thought I had said that," 

Mehbooba said.
Rejecting claims that the clip 

had been manipulated, she said, 
"I wouldn't say the video is fake; 
it is genuine."

She said she has consistently 
raised issues concerning the 
rights, dignity and democratic 
aspirations of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir through-
out her political career, adding 
that the controversial remark 
did not reflect her intended 
message.

Reaffirming the PDP's po-
litical stand, Mehbooba an-
nounced that the party would 
hold peaceful protests across 
Jammu and Kashmir on August 
5 to press for the restoration of 
Articles 370 and 35A.

She said the PDP had adopted 
a political resolution reaffirm-
ing the vision of its founder, late 
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, cen-
tred on  | More on P6

Rain Lashes J&K Parts; 

Wet Weather Till Aug 4
Cloudburst Triggers Flash Floods In Bandipora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Moderate to heavy 
rainfall lashed several parts 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday, while a cloudburst 
in north Kashmir's Bandipora 
district triggered flash floods, 
prompting the Meteorological 
Department to warn of more 
rain and weather-related 
hazards across the Union 
Territory over the coming 
days.

According to the 
Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar, moderate to heavy 
rainfall was recorded in 
parts of Kupwara, Handwara, 
Sopore and Bandipora in 
north Kashmir. Heavy show-
ers were also reported from 

Ganderbal, Kokernag and sev-
eral areas of south Kashmir's 
Anantnag district.

In the Jammu region, rain 
lashed Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban, 
Doda and Kishtwar districts.

Cloudburst Triggers Flash 
Floods

A cloudburst struck the 
Nagmarg area of Bandipora 
district, sending a surge of 
muddy water and debris 
through downstream villages 
and triggering | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: More than 1.20 crore 
people, including 69.14 lakh 
youth and 51.20 lakh women, 
have been sensitised under the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA) in Jammu and Kashmir, 
while 8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras 
have joined the anti-drug cam-
paign across the Union Territory, 
the Centre informed Parliament 
on Tuesday.

In a written reply to an un-
starred question by Srinagar MP 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi in the 
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment said the 

campaign is being implemented 
through awareness programmes, 
de-addiction services, counselling 
and rehabilitation facilities.

The ministry said the 
Department of Social Justice and 
Empowerment is implementing 
the National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: At least 39 
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims 
were injured on Tuesday af-
ter the bus they were travel-
ling in skidded off the road 

and crashed into a house in 
Ganiwan area of Ganderbal 
district, officials said.

The accident occurred 
when the driver reportedly 
lost control of the bus while 
negotiating a curve. The 

vehicle veered off the road 
and landed on a vacant house, 
causing extensive damage to 
the structure. Officials said 
the house prevented the bus 
from plunging into the near-
by Sindh | More on P6

Says youth are the 

makers of India's future

Pushes industry-academia 

partnership, skill-based hiring

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said 
unemployment cannot be ad-
dressed through government 
jobs alone, stressing the need 
to align education with indus-
try requirements, promote 
entrepreneurship and expand 
private sector employment 
opportunities.

Addressing the 77th 
State-Level Mega Job Fair at 
Amar Singh College here, 
the Lieutenant Governor 
said government vacancies 
were limited and called for 

a collaborative approach in-
volving educational institu-
tions, industry and skill devel-
opment initiatives to create 

sustainable employment.
"Government jobs alone 

cannot solve unemployment. 
We need to align skills with 
industry needs, promote 
private sector job creation 
through MSMEs and SMEs, 
and bridge the transition 
from college to the workplace 
through internships, mentor-
ships and career guidance," 
Sinha said.

The Mega Job Fair, organised 
by Desh Bhagat University 
in collaboration with Cluster 
University Srinagar, NIELIT, 
Nations Development 
Association (NDA) and MY 

Bharat, brought together 
more than 50 companies from 
sectors including informa-
tion technology, healthcare, 
banking, manufacturing, re-
tail, hospitality, logistics and 
engineering.

Describing the event as 
a platform where "dreams 
meet direction and education 
meets industry", Sinha said 
such initiatives instil confi-
dence in young people while 
directly connecting them with 
employment opportunities.

"You are not merely job-
seekers. You are the makers 
of India's future. | More on P6
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J&K May See First 
Major Snowfall 
Spell From Oct 8

J&K Notifies EV Policy,  

Targets 1.4 Lakh EVs By 2032
Policy envisages 900 charging sites and a ₹50-cr annual scrappage incentive

LG Greets 
People On 
Gandhi Jayanti
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Thursday ex-
tended greetings to the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir on the 
occasion of the 157th birth an-
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
which will be observed on 
October 2.

In a message, Sinha paid trib-
ute to Mahatma Gandhi and 
said his ideals of truth, non-
violence and self-reliance con-
tinue to inspire people across 
the world.

“Pujya Bapu showed the 
world that truth, non-violence 
and self-reliance are eternal 
paths to peace,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said Gandhi’s ideals of Satya, 
Ahimsa, Swadeshi, Swachhata 
and Sarvodaya continue to guide 
humanity and inspire people to 
contribute towards the coun-
try’s growth and prosperity.

He called upon people to pay 
tribute to Gandhi by pledging to 
follow his principles and work 
towards building a peaceful and 
prosperous Jammu and Kashmir 
and a developed India.

“Together, let us build a 
peaceful and prosperous Jammu 
Kashmir and developed India,” 
Sinha said.

25-Yr-Old Commercial Vehicles 

To Face Seizure, FIRs In J&K

Transport Department asks owners to 

voluntarily scrap over-age vehicles

Human Trafficking Probe

SIA Conducts 
Searches  
In Kulgam
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The State Investigation 
Agency (SIA) on Thursday con-
ducted searches at two residen-
tial premises in south Kashmir’s 
Kulgam district as part of an in-
vestigation into an alleged organ-
ised transnational human traf-
ficking and cyber fraud network.

An SIA spokesperson said 
searches were conducted at 
the residences of Gulam Nabi 
Khanday, alias Charlie, Mohsin 
and Jerry Khan, and Ashiq Hussain 
Sheikh, both residents of Kulgam.

The searches were part of 
an ongoing investigation into 
an alleged network involved in 
trafficking unemployed youth 
from Jammu and Kashmir and 
other parts of the country under 
the guise of overseas employ-
ment and subsequently exploit-
ing them in cyber fraud opera-
tions in Myanmar.

During the searches, the 
agency seized | More on P10

Man Charged 
for Forging LG’s 
Signature
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Economic 
Offences Wing of the Crime 
Branch has filed a chargesheet 
against a man for allegedly 
forging the signature of the 
Lieutenant Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir, officials said on 
Thursday.

The chargesheet was filed 
before the court of Sub Judge 
Srinagar against Saqlain 
Mushtaq Dar, a resident of 
Pulwama district, under rele-
vant provisions of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

According to a Crime Branch 
spokesperson, the case re-
lates to a forged communica-
tion purportedly addressed to 
the Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Anantnag, in which the 
accused allegedly imperson-
ated the Lieutenant Governor 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The communication was al-
legedly prepared using a coun-
terfeit official letterhead and 
forged | More on P10

ACB Arrests Agriculture Officer, 

Middleman Over ₹50k Bribe

Hawala Funding

Court Orders Framing of Charges 

Against Malik, 6 Others

‘Attempt’ Became ‘Completed Rape’: 

HC Acquits Budgam Man

At A Kashmir Science Congress, Young 

Minds Confront A Changing Future
At IUST, scientists and students spent three days examining climate risks, emerging 

technologies and the challenge of turning Kashmir’s talent into opportunity.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
is likely to witness the season’s 
first major spell of rain and 
snowfall between October 8 
and 11, with a strong Western 
Disturbance expected to affect 
the Union Territory, according 
to a weather forecast.

The weather is likely to re-
main mostly dry across J&K until 
October 5, while conditions may 
change from October 8, Kashmir 
Weather Forecast said, putting 

the current possibility of the 
spell at around 55 per cent.

Snowfall during the period is 
mainly expected over the high-
er reaches, while rain could oc-
cur across the plains and lower-
lying areas.

The forecast, however, cau-
tioned that the assessment is an 
early indication and that the ex-
act timing and intensity of the 
weather system could change 
as it approaches the region.

“More updates will be shared 
as the dates | More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government on 
Thursday notified the J&K 
Electric Vehicle Policy-2026, 
setting a six-year roadmap 
to expand clean, affordable 
and weather-resilient elec-
tric mobility across the Union 
Territory.

The policy, covering 2026-
32, was notified following 
its approval by the Council 
of Ministers chaired by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah. It 
aims to accelerate EV adop-
tion, strengthen charging 
infrastructure and create an 
enabling ecosystem across all 
20 districts of J&K.

The policy targets 1.40 
lakh electric vehicles by 
2032, supported by demand 
incentives, climate-specific 
infrastructure, power-grid 
integration, public-private 
partnerships, skill devel-
opment and employment 
generation.

Under the infrastructure 
roadmap, the government 
plans to establish 900 public 
charging sites, including 140 
fast-charging hubs, across 
urban grids and highway 
corridors.

The policy also provides 
for EV-ready parking, with 
building bye-laws mandating 
EV-readiness for 20 per cent 
of parking capacity.

Recognising J&K's cold 

and challenging climatic 
conditions, the policy intro-
duces a Specialized Winter 
Validation Protocol for test-
ing EV performance, particu-
larly in snow and sub-zero 
temperatures.

The framework also seeks 
to integrate EV charging de-
mand with the power system 
in a managed manner.

To encourage adoption, the 
policy provides 3-5 per cent 

interest subvention on EV 
loans for up to 36 months for 
eligible beneficiaries.

It also provides scrappage-
linked incentives, backed by 
an annual budgetary provi-
sion of ₹50 crore, to encour-
age replacement of old ve-
hicles with electric vehicles.

The policy further pro-
vides early-adopter top-up 
incentives for the first 15,800 
eligible adopters. These in-
clude ₹15 lakh for the first 
300 e-buses, ₹1 lakh for the 
first 1,500 personal cars and 
₹5,000 for the first 10,000 
two-wheelers, subject to pre-
scribed conditions.

It also envisages phase-
wise electrification of fleets, 
expansion of charging net-
works, greater private-sector 
participation and develop-
ment of skilled manpower for 
the emerging EV sector.

Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah congratulated 
Transport Minister Satish 
Sharma and | More on P10

Syed Sammar Mehdi

Srinagar: By the final afternoon 
at the Nund Reshi Auditorium 
in Awantipora, the stage had 
become a meeting point for 
two versions of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s future.

Scientists had spent three 
days discussing climate 
change, shrinking glaciers, 
disaster risks and emerging 
technologies. Nearby, school 
students presented models, 
posters and projects, giving a 
younger generation its own 
place in the proceedings.

The J&K Science Congress 
2026, held at the Islamic 
University of Science and 
Technology under the theme 
“Science, Innovations and 
Emerging Technologies for 
Sustainable and Viksit J&K,” 
brought together about 700 
researchers and 4,000 par-
ticipants for 26 technical 

sessions covering 14 themes. 
Five plenary lectures and two 
panel discussions added to the 
programme.

At the closing session on 
Thursday, School and Higher 
Education Minister Sakina Itoo 
said the future of Jammu and 
Kashmir would depend on 
more than roads, buildings and 
other physical infrastructure. 
“The knowledge created and 

the young minds empowered,” 
she said, would define what 
comes next.

Her message turned toward 
employment, one of the cen-
tral challenges facing a young 
population. Students, she said, 
need preparation to become 
“creators of employment.”

Talent exists throughout the 
region, she added, while op-
portunity | More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Transport 
Department has directed its 
field offices to seize com-
mercial vehicles that have 
completed 25 years and 
register FIRs against those 
found operating on roads.

Transport Commissioner 
Vishesh Mahajan urged 
owners of such vehicles to 
voluntarily scrap them, cit-
ing concerns over commuter 
safety.

In a post on X, Mahajan 
said the department had in-
structed field offices to take 
action against commercial 
vehicles that have crossed 
the 25-year age limit.

“Request all Commercial 
Vehicle owners to Scrap the 
vehicles which have attained 
the age of 25 years as today. 
We have written to field 

offices to seize and lodge 
FIRs in case they are found 
moving on the roads. We are 
concerned about Commuter 
Safety,” he said.

The directive comes as 
part of measures aimed at 
keeping over-age commer-
cial vehicles off the roads and 
addressing safety concerns 
associated with their contin-
ued operation. | More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Anti-corruption 
Bureau (ACB) in Jammu and 
Kashmir have arrested a senior 
government officer and a mid-
dleman accepting a bribe of Rs 
50,000, an official said.

Deputy Director (Law 
Enforcement) in the Agriculture 
Department, Naseer Ahmad 
Khan and middleman 
Mohammad Owais were arrest-
ed while allegedly demanding 
and accepting the illegal grati-
fication, a spokesperson for the 
agency said.

The ACB, acting on a written 
complaint, conducted a pre-
liminary verification and found 
that Khan had allegedly sought 
Rs 2 lakh from a seed dealer for 
allowing him to sell plant seeds 
at his shop.

"Under compulsion, the 
complainant had already paid 
the bribe amount of Rs 1 lakh. 
Following negotiations, the 

further amount was to be paid 
in two instalments of Rs 50,000 
each," the spokesperson said.

The ACB registered a case 
and laid a trap, during which 
Khan and Owais were arrested 
while allegedly demanding 
and accepting the bribe on 
Wednesday, he said.

The tainted bribe money of 
Rs 50,000 was recovered from 
their possession on the spot, the 
spokesperson said.

Both accused | More on P10

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh has overturned the 
conviction of a man in a 2007 
rape case, observing that the 
prosecution case had evolved 
from an initial allegation of 
an attempt to rape into one of 
completed sexual assault dur-
ing the course of investigation.

While allowing an appeal 
filed by Mohammad Ashraf 
Ganie, a bench of Justice 
Sanjay Parihar set aside the 
October 10, 2023 judgment 
and November 7, 2023 or-
der passed by the Additional 
Sessions Judge (Fast Track), 
Budgam. The trial court had 
sentenced Ganie to seven 
years’ rigorous imprisonment 
and a fine of Rs 1 lakh under 
Section 376 RPC, besides five 
years’ rigorous imprisonment 
under Section 450 RPC and one 
year’s simple imprisonment 

under Section 506 RPC, with 
all sentences directed to run 
concurrently.

The case arose from FIR No. 
309/2007 registered at Police 
Station Budgam concerning 
an alleged incident of July 15, 
2007. The prosecution case 
was that the Ganie entered 
the house when the prosecu-
trix was alone, threatened her 

and committed rape. The FIR 
was initially registered under 
Sections 376/511 RPC, relating 
to rape and attempt to rape, 
but Section 511 was subse-
quently dropped and Sections 
450 and 506 RPC were added 
after the medical examination.

The Court observed that the 
earliest version of the case re-
ferred  | More on P10

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: A Delhi court has or-
dered the framing of money 
laundering charges against 
jailed JKLF chief Yasin Malik, 
separatist leader Shabir Ahmad 
Shah, Baramulla MP Sheikh 
Abdul Rashid and four others in 
a case concerning alleged fund-
ing through hawala channels 
for secessionist activities.

In an order dated September 
9, Special Judge Prashant 
Sharma said there was prima 
facie sufficient material giv-
ing rise to a strong suspicion 
against the seven accused 
for offences under Section 3 
of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, punishable un-
der Section 4.

The accused named in the 
order are Zahoor Ahmad Shah 
Watali, Naval Kishore Kapoor, 
Trison Farms and Constructions 

Pvt Ltd, Mohd Yasin Malik, 
Shabir Ahmad Shah, Masarat 
Alam and Abdul Rashid Sheikh.

The court had listed the mat-
ter for formal framing of charg-
es on September 30. However, 
according to court sources, the 
accused could not be physically 
produced due to security-re-
lated issues. The Enforcement 
Directorate was subsequently 
directed to obtain their signa-
tures on the charges at the re-
spective prisons.

The matter has now been 
listed for further proceedings 
on October 30.

The ED case stems from a 
2017 National Investigation 
Agency case in which the ac-
cused were booked under vari-
ous provisions, including crimi-
nal conspiracy and the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act.

The prosecution has alleged 
that the | More on P10



N E W S  M A K E R S

New Delhi, Oct 1 (PTI) Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday praised Indian pi-
lot Captain Smit Machchhar's 
bravery for fighting valiantly 
and preventing another 9/11-
like attack, without fearing for 
his own life.

Addressing the centenary 
celebrations of the Union Pub-
lic Service Commission (UPSC) 
here, he said that Captain Mach-
chhar has shown the world the 
highest form of courage.

The prime minister said 
that without fearing for his 
own life, Captain Machchhar 
fought valiantly and prevented 
another 9/11-like attack from 
happening, a statement issued 
by his office said.

He said that 140 crore Indians 
salute Captain Machchhar and 
are praying for his well-being.

The prime minister said 

that he also spoke with the in-
jured Captain's father, mother 
and wife.

"He is undergoing treat-
ment. Today, the entire world is 
proud of him. I urge my fellow 
citizens to pray for Smit's long 
life and excellent health, and to 
honour our brother Smit, who 
has brought glory to India," PM 
Modi said.

For every Indian, Smit's 
bravery fills our heart with 
pride, he said.

Srinagar | Friday  | 02-10-2026 4NEWS

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi, Oct 1 : Aviation security 
watchdog BCAS is collecting data 
from the ongoing trials of full body 
scanners at Bengaluru and Cochin 
airports and the algorithms will 
be refined based on the outcome 
before deciding on introducing the 
scanners at the airports.

Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS) Director General 
Rajesh Nirwan on Thursday said 
full body scanners have been 
mandated for eight airports.

Trials of the scanners are 
being done at Bengaluru and Co-
chin airports, from where data 
and information such as how 
many alarms are generated are 
being collected. The gathered 
data will be assessed, he said at 
a briefing in the national capital.

Cochin is not among the eight 
airports where full body scan-
ners have been mandated. Details 
about the eight airports could not 
be immediately ascertained.

The idea of full body scan-
ners was introduced a few years 
back, but due to various issues, 
including those related to pas-
senger privacy, the technology is 

yet to be deployed at the airports.
In response to a query about 

the privacy concerns, Nirwan 
said that one issue was about the 
image that was coming out after 
scanning and now the scanners 
are being made 'image agnostic' 
as it will just be a model of a per-
son. The technology will display 
on the screen if something suspi-
cious is detected or where some-
thing is kept on the body and will 
show only that particular part. 
Amid concerns that wearing cer-
tain ornaments and even man-
gal sutra could trigger alarms 
by full-body scanners, BCAS is 
working on refining the algo-
rithms used by these scanners 
in close coordination with the 
vendors and original equipment 
manufacturers.

"What we are getting today in 
India is based on algorithms that 
have been designed for foreign 
markets. There are certain typi-
cal things that are on the body of 
Indian citizens or people living 
in India. So, those algorithms are 
also being continuously refined," 
the BCAS DG said.

All such details will be avail-
able from data from the ongoing 

trials and accordingly, Nirwan 
said the algorithms will be refined.

In response to a query, Nir-
wan said BCAS is working on 
the technical specifications for 
Computed Tomography X-Ray 
(CTX) machines.

These machines, once in-
stalled at airports, will allow pas-
sengers to keep electronic items 
in their hand baggage and not 
take them out during security 
checks at airports.

At present, passengers have 
to remove electronic items from 
their hand baggage and keep 
them in separate trays during the 
security check.

When asked about the use of 
AI and data analytics in the tech-
nological initiatives of BCAS, 
Nirwan said it recently issued 
guidelines for the use of facial 
recognition and AI in CCTVs at 
airports. These would give point-
ers to unclaimed baggage at air-
ports as the CCTV system would 
throw up those alarms, he noted.

Specific details could not be 
ascertained." India is one of the 
world's fastest-growing civil 
aviation markets, and there 
are now 165 airports.

Full-Body Scanners 
Trialled at 2 Airports

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi, Oct 1 : A doctor can-
not be expected to exercise sound 
and independent judgment while 
working under the apprehension 
of physical violence, intimida-
tion or coercion, the Supreme 
Court has said while cancelling 
the bail of Shiv Sena corporator 
Ramesh Mhatre and three oth-
ers, accused of assaulting and 
verbally abusing doctors at a 
municipal hospital in Maharash-
tra's Thane district.

A bench of Justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta, which 
cancelled the bail while setting 
aside a Bombay High Court order 
on September 28, said in its de-
tailed order that physical violence, 
intimidation or coercion cannot 
become a means of expressing 
dissatisfaction with medical treat-
ment, securing compliance with a 
demand or raising grievance for 
an adverse medical outcome.

"A doctor cannot reasonably 

be expected to exercise sound 
and independent judgment while 
labouring under the apprehen-
sion of physical violence, intimi-
dation or coercion. The safety 
and dignity of the medical pro-
fessional are consequently not 
matters of personal privilege. 
They are the safeguards which 
serve the larger public interest 
in ensuring that medical care is 
rendered with the concentration, 
composure and judgment that the 
profession demands," it said.

The court directed Mhatre 
and three of his associates -- Ra-
mesh Laxman Pawar, Pramod 

alias Prakash Uddhav Nikam 
and Akshay Sharad Karande -- 
who were also granted bail in the 
case to surrender before the trial 
court by October 5.

All four are accused of assault-
ing and verbally abusing three doc-
tors, including a lady doctor, who 
were on duty in the labour ward of 
the Shastri Nagar Municipal Hos-
pital in Dombivli on July 6.

The bench said an elected 
representative is entrusted with 
the responsibility of serving the 
public and strengthening the in-
stitutions through which griev-
ances are addressed and justice 
is administered.

"He/she cannot supplant those 
institutions by assuming the role 
of the police, the administrator or 
the court. The use of personal influ-
ence to secure compliance through 
fear or intimidation has conse-
quences extending beyond the im-
mediate victim and carries the po-
tential to erode public confidence 
in the rule of law itself," it said.

SC: Violence Threats Hamper 
Doctors’ Judgment

Sajjad Hussain

Islamabad, Oct 1 (PTI) Pakistan 
on Thursday, said it carried out 
targeted airstrikes using aerial 
and drone capabilities in Afghan-
istan, killing at least 22 terrorists 
and destroying their hideouts at 
two places as part of a campaign 
to eliminate militants’ hideouts 
across the border.

In a post on X, the Ministry 
of Information provided the de-
tails of air attacks against terror-
ists across the border and also at-
tached a video clip of strikes.

"Through precise aerial and 
drone strikes, as reflected in the 
attached clip, terrorist hideouts 
and camps" belonging to Teh-
reek-e-Taliban and Baloch mili-
tant groups at two locations in 

areas under the Afghan Taliban's 
control were comprehensively 
destroyed, the ministry said.

It added that large quanti-
ties of weapons and ammunition 
stockpiled at the terrorist hide-
outs and camps were also de-
stroyed through calibrated and 
precisely targeted aerial strikes.

Afghanistan's Taliban govern-
ment, meanwhile, said that Paki-
stani strikes killed nine Afghan 
civilians, including women and 
children, and injured 11 others.

This comes amid a sharp 
escalation in already strained 
relations between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, with the two 
sides trading allegations over 
militant sanctuaries, cross-
border attacks, airstrikes and 
border incursions.

Pakistan's information min-
istry, earlier in a statement, said 
the country's security forces 
conducted "well-planned and 
calibrated aerial strikes" against 
the hideouts and safe havens of 
the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP), killing multiple 
terrorists.

It said that "selective target-
ing" of terrorist camps and hide-
outs at two locations in Afghani-
stan was carried out based on 
credible intelligence with "preci-
sion and accuracy".

"Targets were destroyed 
with precision and initial reports 
suggest the killing of 22 terror-
ists,” it said.

The ministry said Pakistan 
has always strived for the main-
tenance of peace and stability in 
the region. However, “the safety 
and security of our citizens re-
mains our foremost priority”.

It alleged that Afghanistan 
continues to remain a hub of ter-
rorism and the threat to Pakistan 
emanates from there.

22 Killed in Targeted Pak 
Airstrikes in Afghanistan

Press Trust Of India 

Kolkata, Oct 1 : Congress leader 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury on 
Thursday made a direct pitch to 
TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee 
to rejoin the Congress along with 
her remaining MLAs and MPs, 
saying there would be no objec-
tion to her leading the party's 
Bengal unit.

Chowdhury also appealed 
to the Congress high command 
to facilitate such a development 
and said Banerjee should, as a 
gesture of cooperation similar to 
the October 6 Nandigram assem-
bly bypoll, extend support to the 
Congress candidate in Rejinagar.

His appeal came at a time 
when the TMC is bat-
tling what may be its 
deepest organisational 
crisis since its forma-
tion, with its legisla-
tive and parliamentary 
wings witnessing sepa-
rate rebellions following 
its defeat in the 2026 As-
sembly elections.

"There is no need for 
any separate entity at 
this moment. Not much 
is left of the TMC after 
its defeat in the Assembly elec-
tions," Chowdhury, a former 
state Congress president, said, 
referring to the split in the party.

Banerjee had left the Congress 
and formed the Trinamool Con-
gress nearly three decades ago.

"We would urge Mamata 
Banerjee to join the Congress 
along with all the leftover 
MLAs and MPs. I will also make 
this appeal to Congress high 
command that let her rejoin 
the party. We would accept her 
leadership in Bengal and work 
with her," he said.

Seeking to build on the TMC 
faction's recent support for the 
Congress in Nandigram, Chowd-
hury said Banerjee should make 
a similar move in Rejinagar.

"As a friendly gesture, just 

as she has supported the Con-
gress candidate in Nandigram, 
she should also extend support 
to the Congress candidate in Re-
jinagar," he said.

In Nandigram, the Mamata 
faction's candidate withdrew 
from the contest after meeting 
West Bengal Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari. With the faction 
left without a candidate, Baner-
jee announced support for Con-
gress nominee Milan Pradhan.

The development came hours 
after the Election Commission allot-
ted new names and symbols to the ri-
val TMC factions amid their dispute 
over the original party identity.

The TMC won 80 seats in 
the 294-member Assembly in the 

2026 elections, in which the BJP 
emerged as the largest party. 
Within weeks of the poll verdict, 
however, the TMC legislature 
party itself split, with 58 rebel 
MLAs backing expelled leader 
Ritabrata Banerjee as their Lead-
er of the Opposition and the As-
sembly Speaker recognising the 
rival bloc.

The rebellion was followed 
by a parallel churn in the TMC's 
parliamentary wing, with rebel 
MPs also challenging Mamata 
Banerjee's leadership.

While the Assembly rebels 
have sought to establish a sepa-
rate legislative identity, the rebel 
parliamentary group has moved 
closer to the little-known NCPI 
and extended support to the BJP-
led NDA at the Centre.

Adhir Asks Mamata to 
Rejoin Congress
Says no objection to her leadership in Bengal

JILL COLVIN and LINLEY SANDERS

Washington, Oct 1 (AP) Ameri-
cans are deeply frustrated with 
President Donald Trump's han-
dling of the economy and rising 
prices, with most panning his 
performance and blaming his 
policies as higher costs threaten 
his party's chances in November.

A new poll from The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Centre for 
Public Affairs Research finds 
that only 17 per cent of US adults 
approve of the Republican presi-
dent's handling of the cost of liv-
ing. Just 26 per cent approve of 
his handling of the economy over-
all, marking a new low.

A majority, 65 per cent, of US 
adults now blame Trump's poli-
cies for persistently high costs 
more than factors outside of his 
control, signalling growing wea-
riness over his aggressive use of 
tariffs and continued unhappi-
ness with the war with Iran.

The dismal numbers come 
just weeks before midterm elec-
tions that will determine whether 
Republicans maintain control of 
Congress, while Trump is hitting 
the campaign trail with an ag-
gressive schedule of rallies. But 
Trump -- who has asked voters 
to pretend that he is on the bal-
lot as he tries to bolster turnout 

-- remains deeply unpopular, with 
even many Republicans fault-
ing him for failing to deliver on 
promised relief.

“I was hoping it would be 
better or different, but it's not 
really good," said Robert Gault, 
66, a retired factory worker from 
Bradford, Pennsylvania, who de-
scribes himself as a Republican.

“Our president, I thought, 
was going to help the country, and 
so far he has not really seemed to 
have done that with the economy 
or in general. He's not really done 
what I was hoping he would," said 
Gault. "He said, 'Make America 
Great Again.' And I have not seen 
him do that.”

Costs drag on Trump as the 
economic pain keeps coming

Over the last few months, 
Americans have grown more wor-
ried about being able to afford ba-
sics like groceries and gas. About 
half of US adults now say they are 
“extremely” or “very” concerned 
about being able to fill their tanks, 
up from 39 per cent in July. About 
half are also highly concerned 
about being able to afford food.

Prices are "extremely exorbi-
tant. Just the cost of everything 
is going up as a result of fuel,” 
said Pedro Sanchez, 52, of Perris, 
California, who voted for Trump 
and works in law enforcement. 

Most Americans Blame 
Trump for High Prices

Trans Asia News

Baghdad – Iran has urged Iraq to 
act against the fallout from US 
sanctions that has disrupted Ira-
nian flights to the country, warn-
ing that the measures are threat-
ening the historical ties between 
the two neighbours.

The Iranian embassy in 
Baghdad on Thursday called on 
the Iraqi government to make an 
“immediate decision” to address 
restrictions that have prevented 
Iranian aircraft from receiving 
services at Iraqi airports.

In a post published on its offi-
cial X account, the embassy said 
relations between Tehran and 
Baghdad are founded on “deep 
bonds and shared interests,” 
stressing that the latest flight 
restrictions had effectively pre-
vented various groups of people, 
including pilgrims, students and 
patients, from traveling between 
the two countries.

“The independent Iraqi 
government is expected, on 
‘Sovereignty Day', to take an im-
mediate decision to safeguard 
these historic relations against 

provocative measures and the 
consequences of US sanctions,” it 
emphasised.

Iranian flights to Baghdad, 
Najaf, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah 
were suspended after airport ser-
vice companies in Iraq, fearing 
secondary US sanctions, refused 
to provide services to Iranian air-
craft following Washington’s im-
position of a new round of sanc-
tions on Iranian airlines.

In recent weeks, Baghdad 
has undertaken extensive dip-
lomatic efforts to ease tensions 
between Tehran and Washington 
over the flight issue, but has se-
cured only a limited, one-month 
exemption from Washington.

Iraq has reportedly offered 
safeguards, including passenger 
screening and information shar-
ing with the US, in a bid to secure 
a waiver from the US Treasury, 
Reuters reported.

Earlier this week, Washington 
issued a limited authorisation al-
lowing only pilgrimage flights op-
erated by Iraqi Airways to depart 
from the holy city of Najaf, while 
Iranian airlines remain barred 
from entering Iraqi airspace.

Iran Seeks Iraq’s Help as 
US Sanctions Hit Flights

Machchhar Fought 
Valiantly: PM Modi MARCIA DUNNAP Aerospace Writer

Cape Canaveral, Oct 1 (AP) Four 
astronauts blasted off Thursday 
on a space station mission that 
will stretch until spring, among 
them a Canadian whose wife will 
give birth while he's away.

SpaceX launched commander 
Jessica Watkins and her crew for 
NASA after a three-week delay to fix 
the capsule's leaking fuel system.

Although their stay at the In-
ternational Space Station will last 
a long six months, the flight there 
promised to be the quickest yet 
for Elon Musk's company: a mere 
eight-hour transit with an arrival 
well before bedtime.

With the late morning liftoff 
from Cape Canaveral Space Force 
Station, Watkins became the first 
Black woman to lead a crew to or-
bit. A geologist who worked with 
NASA's Mars rover Curiosity a de-
cade ago, Watkins is making her 
second trip to the space station fol-

lowing a lengthy stay in 2022.
The others are newcomers to 

space: NASA's Luke Delaney, a 
retired Marine; Canada's Joshua 
Kutryk, a colonel in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force; and Russia's 
Sergey Teteryatnikov, a former 
submariner. They will replace 
four astronauts who have been 
living at the orbiting laboratory 
since February.

“We feel like some of the luck-
iest people in the world,” Kutryk 
said ahead of the launch.

This was the 13th crew 
launched by SpaceX for NASA, 
not counting 2020s test flight. All 
four embrace their Crew-13 desig-
nation that pays homage in their 
mission patch to Apollo 13. The 
harrowing 1970 moonshot ended 
with the astronauts' safe return.

SpaceX Launches 4 Astronauts to ISS Zimbabwe Tycoon 
Dies in Crash, Had 
Powerful Friends
FARAI MUTSAKA

H
arare, Oct 1 (AP) The death in a helicopter 
crash of Zimbabwean businessman Wick-
nell Chivayo, his wife and four others has 
reverberated across government and indus-

try circles on the continent, as investigators began 
examining what caused the aircraft to go down.

Family spokesperson Herbert Chivayo said the 
process of identifying the victims was “painful” be-
cause of the impact and damage of Wednesday's fiery 
crash near the capital, Harare.

Wicknell Chivayo was a close ally of Zimbabwe 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, and often posted 
pictures of encounters, including dinners, with heads 
of state from across Africa.

In a condolence message, Mnangagwa said he was 
“numbed” by the death, describing Chivayo as “con-
summately philanthropic”.

The Civil Aviation Authority of Zimbabwe said 
preliminary observations showed that the helicopter 
hit the ground, spilling fuel that ignited and burned 
surrounding grass.



Srinagar | Friday  | 02-10-2026 5

29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 05

ZUHR	 12:22

ASR	 4: 35
Magrib	 6: 21                   
ISHA	 7: 41

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
19 Rabi-Ul-Sani

1448

GMC Mourns Demise of 
Prof Mohammad Yousuf Bhat

•	 939  - Battle at Andernach: King Otto & Hermann of Zwa-
ben beat Eberhard of France & Giselbert of Lutherans

•	 976 -  Hisham II appointed kalief of Cordoba
•	 1187 Sultan Saladin captures Jerusalem from Crusaders
•	 1540- Venice and Turkey signs peace
•	 1760 - Russian and Austrian army evacuates Berlin 

[NS=10/13]
•	 1799 Duke of York & Russians capture Alkmaar in Neth-

erlands
•	 1835 Battle of Gonzales fought between Texan settlers 

and Mexican forces. First engagement of the Texas revo-
lution

•	 1851- The pasilalinic-sympathetic compass(a contraption 
built to test the pseudo-scientific hypothesis that snails 
create a permanent telepathic link when they mate) is 
demonstrated but proves to be a fake.

Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.

Office of the Executive Engineer, 
ED-2nd, Rajbagh, KPDCL, Srinagar

Email ID:  xened-2@jk.gov.in Tel No./Fax: 0194-2311374

Cancellation Notice - eNIT No. 05 of 2026-2

It is hereby notified that e-NIT No. 05 of 2026-27 Dated: 01-07-2026, titled “Rate Contract for Supply of Alumin-
ium/Copper Winding Wires/Strips of various sizes and other allied material & T&P items required for Reclama-
tion/Repair of Damaged Distribution Transformers of various capacities at Electric Division-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar, 
Kashmir”, issued by this office, is hereby cancelled.

The cancellation is pursuant to the  recommendation of the Cost Engineering Committee-V (CEC-V) in its meet-
ing held on 19-09-2026, wherein it was observed that the subject requirement is to be processed through the 
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) Portal, in accordance with the applicable procurement procedure.

Accordingly, the procurement process initiated under the subject e-NIT shall stand cancelled and the requirement 
shall be processed afresh through the GeM Portal in accordance with the applicable rules, terms and conditions.

		  -SD-
Executive Engineer

   KPDCL,ED-2nd , Rajbagh

No: ED-II/TS/11923-30
DIPK-NB-1774/26 
Dated :01-10-2026

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

District Employment & Counseling Center, Anantnag.

Email: ddemp-ana@jk.gov.in                   Phone No: 01932-22220

PUBLIC NOTICE
Subject: Inviting Proposals for Three-Month Skill Development Training Programme "Psychiatric and 
Mental Health Nursing”
The District Employment & Counselling Centre, Anantnag invites proposals from Government 
/ Government-Recognized Institutes of District Anantnag for conducting a three-month skill 
development training programme in the healthcare sector titled "Psychiatric and Mental Health 
Nursing”
 The programme shall focus on psychiatric and Mental Health care skills, including patient handling, 
daily care, behavioral management, communication skills, Ethical skills etc

Interested institutes must submit a brief proposal indicating:
1.	 Course content and training methodology.
2.	 Intake capacity and eligibility.
3.	 Faculty and infrastructure details.
4.	 Assessment/certification mechanism.
5.	 Financial implications, including per-trainee cost and other incidental expenses.
Proposals, duly signed and sealed, shall be submitted to the office of the undersigned by or before  
of 03-10 2026.

                                                                                                                          Sd/-
                                                                                                    Deputy Director Employment

                                                                                                                     Anantnag
No:-DECC/ANG/Skill-Dev/2026-27/ 745-47                          
DIPK-6300/26 
Dated:-  01/10/2026

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar Police busted an 
inter-state narcotics network   operat-
ing from downtown Srinagar, arrest-
ing eight persons and recovering over 
2.19 lakh pharmaceutical tablets and 
capsules, along with codeine, a heroin-
like substance, cash, gold and a pistol.

Addressing a press conference, 
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Srinagar, Dr G.V. Sundeep Chakra-
varthy, said the action followed an 
investigation into FIR No. 135/2026 
registered at Police Station Safakadal 
under relevant provisions of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, Arms Act and 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

According to the SSP, the in-
vestigation uncovered what police 
described as a structured narcotics 
network involved in the procurement, 
transportation, storage, distribution 
and financing of banned pharmaceu-
tical drugs, with linkages extending 
beyond Jammu and Kashmir.

“There was an organised net-
work in downtown Srinagar with 
a well-established supply chain,” 
Chakravarthy said.

The arrested accused have been 
identified as Mohammad Waseem 
Zargar of Malik Sahib, Safakadal; 
Inam Ahmad Zargar of Haftiyarbal, 
Safakadal; Sahib Ahmad Ganie of Da-
namazar, Safakadal; Ansar Hussain 
Bhat of Zabar Mohalla, Budgam; Peer 
Shakoor of Palpora, Noorbagh; Ha-
roon Tariq Pandit, Aquib Saleem and 
Haris Hameed Malla, all residents of 
Guzarbal, Chattabal.

Police said Malla was traced 

through technical surveillance and ar-
rested from Bengaluru in Karnataka.

The seizure includes 2,19,425 
pharmaceutical tablets and capsules, 
3.83 kilograms of codeine-containing 
liquid and around 40 grams of a hero-
in-like substance. Among the pharma-
ceutical drugs recovered were nearly 
2,18,500 tapentadol tablets, 1,200 prega-
balin capsules and 414 tramadol tab-
lets and capsules.

Besides narcotics, police recov-
ered a .32-bore pistol with two empty 
magazines and a dagger, as well as ap-
proximately ₹85.75 lakh in cash.

The investigation also led to the 
identification and freezing of nearly 
₹1.07 crore held in multiple bank ac-
counts allegedly linked to the accused 
and other persons under scrutiny.

Chakravarthy said two lockers 
maintained by Mohammad Waseem 
Zargar at Axis Bank, Bemina, were 
searched following court orders. Po-
lice recovered around ₹65 lakh in cash, 
along with gold coins, biscuits and oth-
er gold articles from the lockers. The 
total value of the locker recoveries has 
been estimated at around ₹2.20 crore.

The seized valuables also included 
108 gold coins, gold biscuits and as-
sorted gold articles, two Rolex watch-
es, a Dior handbag, a DSLR camera 
with lens and an iPhone 16 Pro Max.

Police have also attached a resi-
dential house allegedly belonging to 
one of the accused and two vehicles—
a Maruti Brezza bearing registration 
number JK01AK-7523 and a Suzuki 
Ertiga bearing registration number 
JK01AX-4601—in accordance with law.

The SSP said teams investigat-
ing the source of the pharmaceutical 

drugs travelled to Chandigarh, Panch-
kula and Ambala, where pharmaceu-
tical establishments and transport 
agencies were examined. Investiga-
tors collected invoices, bills, goods 
receipts and other documents as part 
of the probe.

Police are now scrutinising al-
leged discrepancies involving drug 
licences, purchaser details, invoices 
and payment records, besides examin-
ing the functioning of certain estab-
lishments in coordination with regula-
tory authorities. The role of transport 
agencies allegedly used in the supply 
chain is also being investigated.

Punjab Police and the Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) assisted Sri-
nagar Police during the investigation.

Two accused—Faizan Firdous 
alias Farzan Khanday of Safakadal 
and Mohammad Shahvar Gaur—re-
main absconding, police said. Their 
alleged roles and wider linkages are 
being examined.

Investigators are also analysing 
digital devices seized during the op-
eration to establish the complete pro-
curement, transportation, distribu-
tion and financial chain.

Chakravarthy said the investiga-
tion remains ongoing and evidence-
driven, with further arrests, recover-
ies, asset attachments and other legal 
action possible as the probe progresses.

“Our objective is to dismantle the 
entire narcotics supply chain rather 
than limit the action to individual ar-
rests and recoveries,” the SSP said, 
adding that efforts were underway to 
identify suppliers, transporters, dis-
tributors, financiers and other alleged 
facilitators involved in the network.

Srinagar Police Bust Inter-State 
Drug Network, Eight Held

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Government Med-
ical College (GMC) Srinagar 
has expressed profound 
grief over the demise of Prof. 
(Dr.) Mohammad Yousuf 
Bhat, former Professor and 
Head of the Department of 

Medicine, who passed away 
on October 1, 2026.

Prof. Bhat was remem-
bered as an accomplished 
physician, academician, 
dedicated teacher and com-

passionate clinician whose 
contribution extended be-
yond patient care to medical 
education. Generations of 
students and postgraduate 
trainees recalled his distinc-
tive teaching style and his 
ability to bring clinical med-
icine into the classroom, 
helping students develop a 
systematic approach to pa-
tients and clinical problems.

He also contributed to 
medical literature through 
his books on Emergency 
Medicine and Hypertension.

In her condolence mes-
sage, GMC Srinagar Princi-
pal/Dean Prof. (Dr.) Iffat Has-
san expressed deep sorrow 
over his passing, saying his 
demise had left a profound 
void among colleagues, stu-
dents and patients.

Faculty, residents, stu-
dents and staff conveyed 
condolences to the bereaved 
family, while acknowledg-
ing his lasting contribution 
to medicine, medical educa-
tion and patient care.

Agencies

Srinagar: From toddlers 
taking their first steps into 
the world of sports to an 
84-year-old participant com-
pleting the course, the Kash-
mir Marathon, Run for Uni-
ty, brought together people 
across generations, drawing 
applause and appreciation 
at its closing ceremony in 
Srinagar on Thursday.

Organised by the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police, the 
marathon saw participation 
from more than 6,000 run-
ners across various catego-
ries, turning the event into a 
celebration of fitness, unity 
and community spirit.

According to details ob-
tained by KNO, a two-year-
old girl and three-year-old 
Mohammad Hamza were 
among the youngest partici-
pants and emerged as crowd 
favourites. Their presence, 
alongside young athletes 
and senior citizens, high-
lighted the marathon’s in-
clusive spirit and its appeal 
across age groups.

Participants said the in-

volvement of both children 
and elderly runners made the 
event especially memorable.

“The participation of chil-
dren and senior citizens made 
the marathon particularly 
special,” said Zubair Ahmed, a 
resident of Anantnag.

Zahid Nadeem of Sri-
nagar’s Jawahar Nagar also 
lauded the initiative, saying 
such events bring people 
together while promoting a 
healthy and active lifestyle.

The elderly partici-
pants received special ap-
preciation during the event. 
A 61-year-old woman was 
awarded a cash prize of 
₹2,500, while 84-year-old Haji 
Ghulam was applauded for 
completing the marathon.

The closing ceremo-
ny, held at the Police Golf 
Course on the banks of Dal 
Lake, was attended by Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, Director General of 
Police Nalin Prabhat, ADGP 
Armed Police Nitish Ku-
mar, ADGP CID M.K. Sinha, 
senior civil and police of-
ficers, sports personalities 
and youth—(KNO)

A Run across Generations:

Kashmir Marathon Draws 
Over 6,000 Participants

Agencies

Srinagar: A CRPF personnel died after being 
found unconscious in Lal Bazar area of Sri-
nagar city, officials said on Thursday.

An official told KNO, that the CRPF per-

sonnel collapsed and fell unconscious at Mill 
Stop, Lal Bazar, Srinagar.

He was shifted to a hospital, where doc-
tors declared him brought dead.

Meanwhile, cognizance of the incident 
has been taken up, while the exact cause of 
death is being verified—(KNO)

CRPF Personnel Falls Unconscious, Dies

The participation of children and senior citizens 
made the marathon particularly special
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Kashmir Is Still Unprepared

T
he latest CAG report has once again served Kashmir an eye-
opener on a danger it already knows too well. 

The audit exposes serious weaknesses in flood manage-
ment and preparedness, raising a basic question: how many as-

sessments, plans and recommendations will it take before flood defence 
becomes a standing governance priority?

Kashmir has little room for complacency. 
The September 2014 flood inundated 843.74 square kilometres, or 

78.56 percent of the Jhelum floodplain examined in one study. Srinagar 
remained under water for more than a week, with flooding reaching 
about 30 feet in some areas. 

That disaster should have permanently changed the way the valley 
plans its settlements, waterways and wetlands.

Research since then has added to the concern. 
A study of the Upper Jhelum Basin using rainfall and river-dis-

charge data from 1980 to 2020 found a marked rise in multi-day extreme 
precipitation events after 2000. 

Such events also became somewhat longer, particularly at higher 
elevations. The research found that severe floods can develop when 
monsoon moisture combines with western disturbances and produces 
prolonged rainfall over the basin.

Human land-use decisions can intensify that risk. 
A study covering 1980 to 2020 found that deforestation, urbanisation 

and other land-cover changes increased peak discharge and sediment 
yield. Its modelling put peak discharge under comparable conditions 
at about 98,965 cubic feet per second in 1980 and 118,366 cusecs in 2020. 

Kashmir therefore faces a flood problem influenced by both chang-
ing rainfall and decisions about land.

The government has already identified 654 vulnerable villages in-
volving about 7.22 lakh people. Rescue centres, boats, emergency equip-
ment and evacuation plans have been prepared. 

Such measures are essential during a crisis. They do little, how-
ever, to reduce the conditions that make flooding more destructive.

The National Institute of Disaster Management’s recommenda-
tions after 2014 were clear. They included additional flood channels, 
stronger embankments, desilting of the Jhelum and its tributaries, res-
toration of valley-floor lakes and wetlands, flood-hazard maps, controls 
on construction near riverbanks and stronger early-warning systems.

The CAG findings on Kashmir lakes show how far the problem ex-
tends. The audit found inadequate demarcation, encroachment, untreat-
ed sewage and fragmented institutional responsibility. Wetlands form 
part of the valley’s natural capacity to store and regulate water. Their 
degradation weakens one of the protections available against flooding.

Kashmir therefore needs to stop treating flood defence as an emer-
gency exercise. It is a land-use issue, a water-management issue and an 
accountability issue. 

The government knows where the vulnerable villages are. It knows 
what happened in 2014. It has the recommendations. The public now 
needs to know which of them have been implemented, which remain 
pending and why.

A flood-prone region cannot keep learning the same lesson through 
fresh disasters and fresh audits. The next CAG report should not have 
to serve another eye-opener. It should find that Kashmir has acted on 
the ones it has already received.
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B L Verma

O
n this International Day of Older Persons, my min-
istry can point to an impressive ledger: lakhs of se-
nior citizens helped and crores spent.

Since 2014-15, old age homes and continuous 
care homes under the IPSrC programme, run by non-govern-
mental organisations, panchayats and local bodies, have as-
sisted more than 10.76 lakh senior citizens. 

Government money for the effort has climbed from about 
₹15 crore a year to more than ₹124 crore. Camps under the 
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana have handed more than 53 lakh 
wheelchairs, hearing aids, walking sticks and spectacles to 
over 9 lakh people, roughly six items per person.

Those figures describe real help. 
Spectacles restore print, a hearing aid restores voices, 

and a walking stick restores the walk to the market. But we 
know a ledger of this kind covers only part of old age. 

Urbanisation, jobs, education and mobility have changed 
the structure of families, and many senior citizens now live 

apart from their children and grandchildren. A hearing aid 
sharpens the sound of a telephone, though no scheme of ours 
decides whether anyone calls.

The helpline shows the disparity most plainly. 
ELDERLINE 14567, which we launched in 2021, has re-

ceived over 29 lakh calls. Through 21 September 2026, the 
National Institute of Social Defence, which monitors its im-
plementation, has logged 8.67 lakh as actionable, a category 
covering information, guidance, emotional support and field 
intervention. 

That comes to about three in ten calls, and our figures do 
not say how the others ended. 

We list emotional support among the services a govern-
ment number now provides, which shows how far a tele-
phone line has moved into ground that family once occupied.

The human presence behind that line is modest. 
Since 2023, we have trained more than 30,000 geriatric 

caregivers, who assist senior citizens in rural and urban ar-
eas. Set against 29 lakh calls and 53 lakh devices, 30,000 is a 
small number of people to place beside so many voices.

To close the distance between generations, we have 
turned to events and partnerships. 

Schools hosted the Dada-Dadi Milan Samaroh, where 
children listened to life stories. Walkathons brought old and 
young onto the same road. We signed seven memoranda of 
understanding with social and spiritual organisations in 
elderly care, among them the Brahma Kumaris, the Ramak-
rishna Mission and the All World Gayatri Pariwar, and we 
compiled the experiences gathered between 2024 and 2026 
into the SNEHA e-Book. 

These activities have dates, venues and a record at the 

end. An event closes when the hall empties, whereas the dis-
tance between generations belongs to ordinary weeks.

Our Seva Sankalp Abhiyan, running since 17 September, 
says so in plain terms. Service to senior citizens means help-
ing an elderly neighbour with chores, assisting with digital 
services, filling out an important form, accompanying some-
one to the bank or the hospital, or listening to them patiently. 

Look at where those tasks happen: a bank counter, a 
form, a phone screen, a hospital. These are the places where 
an institution meets an old person, and we hand them to the 

neighbour. 
The state builds the home, supplies the device and staffs 

the helpline, then leaves the hardest minutes of the day to 
whoever lives next door.

Tradition points the same way. 
The Taittiriya Upanishad gives students who complete 

their education the instruction “Matru Devo Bhava, Pitru 
Devo Bhava,” regard your mother as God, regard your fa-
ther as God. 

That instruction goes to the young, at the moment 
they leave their schooling for the world, and no govern-
ment is its addressee. 

The task today is to connect such values with the modern 
social order, an admission that the connection needs making.

Our account closes with a unit of measure that no 
scheme uses. 

One hour of genuine human connection can begin a 
change in an older person’s life. Our reports count homes, 
devices and calls. That hour remains uncounted.

We define a Viksit Bharat as a country where citizens of 
any age live with respect and security, and respect is the one 
item that cannot be distributed through a camp. 

The figures show what the state has built, but the hour 
shows what remains to be given, by people who will never 
appear in a lakh.

— The author is Union Minister of 
State for Social Justice and Empowerment.

A Ledger Cannot Measure Loneliness
The state has made ageing a matter of policy and public spending. Families, 

neighbours and communities still determine much of what growing old feels like.

One hour of genuine 
human connection can 
begin a change in an 
older person’s life. Our 
reports count homes, 
devices and calls. 
That hour remains 
uncounted.

Sri Varshith Kumar Reddy E

T
he water that killed people in Nepal this sea-
son gathered in the mountains and followed 
the Bhotekoshi and Trishuli systems down 
into the weaknesses of the valleys below. 

Roads, bridges, hydropower facilities and homes 
went under. 

By September 19, the disaster authority had 
counted 1,357 dead and 5,326 missing, figures that will 
change as rescuers reach isolated valleys and search 
hydropower tunnels.

Scientists link the flood to extreme rainfall, 
glacier instability, thawing ground and a warmer 
Himalaya, and a later study named climate change 
a likely factor. 

That finding retires the old distinction between 
natural and climate disasters, which never helped 
anyone living beneath an unstable slope. 

The argument that remains concerns institu-
tions, and India’s mountain regions are already in-
side it.

Jammu and Kashmir has met the sequence in 
fragments: cloudbursts, flash floods, landslides, er-
ratic snowfall, warmer winters. 

In September, the Centre sent teams to assess 
damage in J&K, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand 
and Punjab, drawing in the Home Ministry, the Na-
tional Disaster Management Authority and several 
sectoral ministries. 

The order of events is known: rescue comes first, 
then assessment, then talk of relief, and finally roads 
rebuilt along the routes the next flood will use.

A cloudburst belongs to disaster management for 
a few hours, public works for several weeks, finance 
for several months and climate policy for decades, 
while it also touches farming, tourism, electricity, 
water, health and migration. 

Government answers through separate doors. 
Environment drafts climate policy, Home han-

dles disasters, Jal Shakti handles water, Power han-
dles electricity, and roads, agriculture, health and 
rural development run their own schemes. 

All of them do necessary work, and none holds 
the authority to join it. 

In the Himalayas, however, a road alters drain-
age, a tunnel changes local risk, a resort rises on a 
floodplain and a stripped catchment speeds the water 
below. Officials take these decisions one at a time, 
and the river receives them together.

Nepal has sought international support and cli-
mate compensation, arguing that a country with a 
tiny share of global emissions bears a heavy share 
of the damage. India’s scale and emissions differ, but 

the same injustice operates inside its borders, where 
mountain communities that add little to the national 
total pay for unstable weather, broken infrastructure 
and failing livelihoods. 

Larger relief packages leave that injustice un-
touched, while money spent before the disaster ad-
dresses it.

India holds many of the parts. The National Ac-
tion Plan on Climate Change sets the frame, state and 
Union Territory plans bring it to local administra-
tion, the disaster authority and the India Meteoro-
logical Department supply expertise and alerts, and 
a National Adaptation Plan is being prepared to set 
priorities and estimate financing. 

The missing piece is a place where these bodies 
answer to one another. 

Adaptation draws less political attention than 
large infrastructure or emergency relief, and projects 
face scrutiny over cost and completion more often 
than over their exposure to future rain, heat, flood, 
drought and slope failure.

A national Climate Council could fill that place. 
Chaired at the highest political level and backed 

by a permanent secretariat of scientific, financial and 
legal staff, it would publish a preparedness roadmap 
every three years, naming the districts, river basins 
and infrastructure corridors at greatest risk, assign-
ing responsibility, estimating costs and tracking de-
livery in public. 

A climate plan then gains a deadline, a budget 
and a named official answerable for delay. 

The council would also read public spending 
through a climate lens. A road, dam, railway or urban 
expansion would state its exposure to future condi-
tions, and that account would influence design, insur-
ance, maintenance and location. 

A project that becomes unusable after one ex-
treme event is a fiscal failure, even when it met its 
construction deadline.

J&K has made a beginning. 
In March 2026, the administration formed a 

Union Territory Level Steering Committee, chaired 

by the Chief Secretary, to oversee the Climate 
Change Action Plan, with departments covering wa-
ter, power, agriculture, disaster management, hous-
ing, health, forests, rural development, transport 
and environment. 

The membership matches the breadth of the 
problem and exposes the limit of the arrangement, 
since a committee coordinates departments but can-
not set priorities, secure funds or outlast a change 
of government. 

The revised action plan was still awaiting depart-
mental inputs in September 2026, seven months after 
it was described as nearing final draft. 

The delay looks bureaucratic, but a year without 
an approved plan leaves districts with no settled ba-
sis for directing adaptation money, screening infra-
structure or choosing which communities come first.

The J&K Climate Council should grow from that 
committee, with a small professional secretariat, a 
reporting line to the Chief Minister and the legisla-
ture, and public meetings, decisions, expenditure and 
progress reports. 

Five tasks would fill its early work. 
District risk maps would combine rainfall, flood 

exposure, landslide susceptibility, glacier and snow 
data, land use, population and critical infrastructure. 

A dedicated climate budget would identify adap-
tation spending in every department and add alloca-
tions for early warning, drainage, catchment resto-
ration, slope stabilisation, wetland protection and 
public buildings built to withstand floods. 

Hydropower would enter basin-level planning, 
because J&K’s estimated potential of about 18,000 
MW and its target of roughly 11,000 MW installed by 
2035 depend on rivers whose flows, sedimentation 
and slopes are changing. 

Energy security will rest on ecological security. 
Apple growers, tourism operators, livestock keep-
ers and small enterprises would receive climate in-
formation, insurance, sturdier infrastructure and 
support in transition, so that a farmer stops learn-
ing about a changing climate through a lost crop 
and a hotelier stops learning about floodplain risk 
from a damaged building. 

A climate finance cell would approach the Cen-
tre, development institutions and international funds 
for adaptation grants and carefully designed private 
investment, since borrowing to rebuild the same fail-
ures leaves the bill with a later generation.

Relief begins after the state has already lost its 
advantage of time. Adaptation uses that time ear-
lier, strengthening a bridge before the flood and 
placing a siren where a village can hear it before 
the river arrives.

A ceremonial council would only add another 
name to an already crowded system. A serious one 
would have a say in public spending, publish uncom-
fortable facts and hold departments accountable. 

The disasters of 2025 and 2026 have already 
shown why such an institution is needed.

The author is a pracademic working on 
government policy and public institutions. He can be 

reached at varshith7.reddy@gmail.com.

Kashmir Needs 
a Climate Council

Where will the water go, which communities face the greatest 
risk and which public projects need protection? J&K needs an 

institution that asks these questions in advance.

A ceremonial 
council would only 

add another name to an 
already crowded system. A 
serious one would have a 
say in public spending, 
publish uncomfortable 
facts and hold departments 
accountable. The disasters 
of 2025 and 2026 have 
already shown why such an 
institution is needed.
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The Feed That Keeps Us Angry
Social media feeds are learning what Kashmiris react to, then serving more of the same, 

sharpening disputes around religion, identity and politics.

Khalid Mustafa

A few years ago, anyone curious 
about a subject went looking for 
it.

They opened a book, asked some-
body who knew, read an article from 
its first line to its last, or watched a 
whole programme.

Now a few seconds of thought, one 
search or one video is enough, and the 
feed seems to know what caught the 
mind.

One reel becomes five and five be-
come twenty.

Facebook and Instagram, both run 
by Meta, use recommendation sys-
tems that learn from what people 
watch, search for, like, share, skip or 
spend time viewing.

A phone should help us think, and 
the trouble starts when it begins to 
think for us.

The benefit is real.
Someone taking up fitness finds 

videos on exercise, healthy food, run-
ning and the gym. A student preparing 
for an examination receives study ma-
terial, and an amateur photographer 
meets tutorials, cameras and editing 

techniques without searching item by 
item.

The internet brings knowledge that 
people might never have found alone, 
but the same machinery behaves dif-
ferently once emotion enters.

Picture a person after an argument 
with a friend, or under pressure at 
work, or feeling ignored by someone 
at home. They open Instagram for a 
break and meet a reel telling them to 
walk away from people who do not 
value them.

The message may help, since a few 
kind words at the right moment can 
send someone to exercise, study or 
work harder. Motivation turns into in-
struction when the same mood keeps 
receiving the same message.

The angry person is shown how to 
cut people off. The insecure partner 
is shown signs that someone is hid-
ing something. The employee at odds 
with a manager hears that difficult 
bosses are toxic, while the manager in 
a dispute hears that staff are lazy and 
disloyal.

One reel follows another, and the 
phone stops merely showing content 
and joins the person’s emotional sur-
roundings.

The algorithm knows nothing of the 
heart or the full story behind a quar-
rel. It responds to digital behaviour, 
but repeated exposure to one kind of 
message makes one reading of events 
feel increasingly settled to the viewer.

Short video also creates an illusion 
of complete knowledge.

A thirty-second reel can hold a 
wise-sounding sentence, dramatic 
music, a confident speaker and mil-
lions of views. It cannot know what 

passed between two people five years 
ago, what a spouse said in private, 
what parents gave up, what pressure 
an employer faces, or whether a friend 
slipped once or behaved badly for 
years.

A reel saying that someone who 
truly loves you will always do certain 
things can draw millions of views, 
even though real people get tired, mis-
understand one another and live with 
very different fears.

A teenager shown videos about 
controlling parents may read each 
boundary at home as oppression, and 

a parent shown videos about disre-
spectful children may read ordinary 
disagreement as defiance.

Neither sees the whole picture. 
The algorithm does not hear the fam-
ily conversations, while the person 
watching does.

We also tend to notice the things 
that confirm what we already believe.

A husband suspicious after a quar-
rel watches a reel on signs of a hidden 
partner, then another, and soon ordi-
nary behaviour looks guilty. A wife an-
gry with her husband meets content 
about red flags, and children and par-

ents fall into the same loop.
Real betrayal, manipulation and 

abuse exist, and they call for proper at-
tention and, where necessary, profes-
sional help, not a feed that may ruin 
lives.

Offices follow the same course.
The videos about toxic bosses or 

disrespectful staff are not always false, 
but they are general, and a dispute 
needs particulars.

Was the instruction reasonable, 
the communication poor, the perfor-
mance genuinely lacking, the employ-
ee treated unfairly, the manager under 
strain, or the whole thing a misunder-
standing?

A reel cannot investigate any of 
that, whereas people talking to each 
other can.

Jammu and Kashmir gives these 
online arguments a deeper edge. Com-
munities live alongside one another in 
a social, political and historical setting 
of its own, and religion and identity 
hold deep emotional weight.

Incomplete information spreads 
faster there than careful understanding.

A short religious video quotes a line 
without its context, another presents 
one interpretation as the only one, and 
someone from another community 
answers with a clip of their own.

Soon people argue over a subject 
neither side has studied, especially 
when the content was built to provoke 
anger.

A ten-second clip cannot explain 
centuries of religious scholarship, a 
thirty-second reel cannot fairly de-
scribe a community, and a screen-
shot cannot settle the meaning of a 
teaching.

Before sharing, check the source, 
find the full statement and read the 
surrounding context. On serious sub-
jects, consult reliable books or quali-
fied scholars. The same duty falls on 
users everywhere.

Artificial intelligence is no enemy. 
It helps people learn languages, grasp 
difficult subjects, organise informa-
tion, find ideas and educational re-
sources, and solve everyday problems.

Convenience becomes dependence 
when a system tells us what to watch, 
what to read and what is worth atten-
tion, and we stop looking beyond it.

Something keeps appearing, so it 
must be important. Thousands liked it, 
so it must be correct. It feels personal, 
so it must describe our situation.

None of that follows.
Algorithms work from signals and 

past behaviour, they sit in no one’s 
home, and mirroring our interests 
does not make them a judge of our life, 
character or future.

Privacy belongs here too: users 
should know what they share, review 
their settings, think before giving sen-
sitive details or unnecessary access, 
and remember that digital footprints 
reveal more than they suppose.

Slower sources still matter. Books, 
serious articles and longer talks give 
ideas time, context and evidence. They 
can still be wrong, but they leave room 
to see the fuller picture.

The break before believing what the 
screen shows us is ours to make.

— The author is an IT & 

Management Professional. He can be 

reached at 

er.khalidmustafashah@gmail.com.

Kashmir’s Chinar Leaves Could 
Become a Village Business

A seasonal collection system could turn autumn leaf waste into mulch, compost and local income
 while reducing open burning, if villages secure buyers before investing in equipment.

Irshad Mushtaq

The leaves begin falling before 
anyone has finished clearing the 
first pile.

Around a village park in Kashmir, 
Chinar leaves spread over paths and 
lawns in shades of red, gold and brown. 
Leaves from other trees gather beside 
them. Workers sweep them into heaps, 
residents clear courtyards and school 
grounds, and the piles keep returning 
with the season.

For many people, the quickest solution 
is a match.

The smoke rises beside homes and 
roads, while a useful material disappears 
into ash. The practice solves the immedi-
ate problem of clearing the ground, but it 
also throws away something that could 
become garden mulch or compost and 
creates a seasonal collection problem 
that villages have largely left to individual 
households.

A different system could turn that au-
tumn routine into seasonal work.

Local groups could collect leaves before 
they are burned, keep clean garden and 
park leaves separate from contaminated 
roadside waste, and sell suitable material 
as mulch or mature compost. The work 
could also become a public service, with 
villages charging parks, schools, hotels 
and households for scheduled clearance.

The idea depends on a simple disci-
pline: secure customers first, then invest.

The scale of the opportunity remains 
unclear. The J&K government has told 
the Legislative Assembly that the Forest 
Research Institute surveyed around 
30,000 Chinar trees across Kashmir, ex-
cluding trees within security campuses 
and installations. The figure gives a sense 
of the landscape, though it does not show 
how many tonnes of leaves fall during au-
tumn or how much material can safely be 
collected and sold.

A serious pilot would have to mea-
sure those quantities rather than assume 
them.

Health provides another reason 
to examine the practice. The World 
Health Organization links exposure to 

fine-particle air pollution with serious 
cardiovascular and respiratory harm. A 
study published in The Lancet Planetary 
Health estimated that illness and prema-
ture deaths associated with all sources 
of air pollution cost India $36.8 billion in 
lost economic output in 2019, equivalent 
to 1.36 percent of the country’s gross do-
mestic product that year.

Those figures do not measure 
Kashmir’s leaf fires. They do, however, 
show why avoidable smoke can carry an 
economic cost as well as a health cost.

The J&K Legislative Assembly passed 
a Health and Medical Education grant of 
about ₹8,654.77 crore for 2026-27. That 
allocation covers the department across 
the Union Territory and does not measure 
pollution-related illness. Families also 
spend money on treatment, travel and 
time away from work, but a Kashmir leaf 
programme should establish its own evi-
dence rather than attach invented medi-
cal savings to the business case.

The first step is therefore collection.
A village cannot simply tell residents to 

stop burning leaves while leaving them 
with nowhere to put them. A workable 
programme would announce collection 
days, provide a way to separate leaves 
from other waste and send a team to col-
lect them.

India’s Solid Waste Management Rules, 
2026, which came into force on April 1, 
provide a framework for segregation and 
waste handling. J&K pollution-control 
guidance also addresses village waste 
planning and discourages waste burning. 
Public-space collection and a shared pro-
cessing site would still need the relevant 
permissions and approved arrangements.

A large village park could become the 
first customer.

Its manager already has a recurring 
problem: paths and public spaces need 
clearing during the leaf-fall season. A lo-
cal group could sign a seasonal contract 
covering the area, number of visits, col-
lection method, destination of the leaves 
and payment.

Nearby schools, hotels, housing colo-
nies and large gardens could join the same 
route. Households could book individual 
clearances or bring separated leaves to an 
approved collection point.

Keeping customers close together 
would reduce transport costs. More im-
portant, collection fees would create the 
first income before a batch of compost 
became ready for sale.

The quality of that material would de-
termine whether the idea survives.

Clean leaves from suitable parks and 
gardens could be collected separately from 
plastic, ash, glass and dirty roadside sweep-
ings. Research commissioned by England’s 

Environment Agency found contamination 
problems in seasonal street-leaf sweep-
ings, with much of the composted material 
tested deemed unsuitable for agricultural 
or horticultural use.

The lesson for Kashmir is clear. 
Roadside sweepings should never be 
mixed automatically with material in-
tended for nurseries or orchards. Products 
intended for growing would need appro-
priate testing.

Other places provide useful examples.
Pune’s Brown Leaf initiative, started 

in 2016, connected people with surplus 
dry leaves to users who could turn them 
into mulch or compost. Its organisers 
have reported thousands of gunny bags 
exchanged. The model demonstrates the 
value of finding a nearby user before pay-
ing to transport leaves over long distanc-
es. Since some leaves are donated, the bag 
count does not represent profit.

Delhi has used shredders and com-
posting facilities for green waste that 
includes leaves and prunings. The equip-
ment demonstrates what machines can 
do, though Kashmir would need to solve 
sorting, processing and sales before buy-
ing expensive machinery.

Thanet Council in Britain separated 
nine tonnes of leaves in a 2023 trial rather 
than mixing them with street litter. The 
council later introduced dedicated leaf 
bins for residents, schools, community 
gardens and businesses.

Islington provides another example. 
The council charges £77.85 for 12 months 
of fortnightly household garden-waste 
collection. That figure represents what 
one subscribing household pays, rather 
than council profit. It shows that people 
can pay for convenient clearance, while 
Kashmir would need to establish its own 

prices from local costs.
New York City takes the system further. 

Its sanitation department separately col-
lects food and yard waste and reported 
returning more than eight million pounds 
of finished compost to residents in 2025. 
The city gave that compost away, so the 
figure provides no evidence of sales rev-
enue. Its relevance lies in the discipline of 
separate collection and quality control.

Kashmir could start much smaller.
A park could use suitable leaves as 

mulch in its own garden beds. That could 
reduce the need to purchase a compa-
rable material and avoid transporting the 
leaves elsewhere. Such a saving belongs to 
the park. It should not be counted as a sale 
by the village group.

Surplus clean leaves could then be 
shredded or composted at a shared site. 
BARC has developed a dry-leaf and gar-
den-waste composting method involving 
equipment such as a shredder, sprinkler, 
rake and sieve.

The machine can speed up shred-
ding. It cannot produce mature compost 
immediately.

A well-maintained home compost pile 
can take roughly three to five months, 
according to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. A Kashmir pilot would 
need to record its own results under local 
weather and material conditions.

Product names also need discipline. 
Leaf mulch is different from compost. Leaf 
compost is different from vermicompost. 
Vermicomposting requires earthworms 
and suitable feed and conditions. ICAR 
has demonstrated vermicomposting 
with dry leaves mixed with poultry lit-
ter, but an untreated pile of Chinar leaves 
does not become vermicompost simply 
through time.

The real test comes when a nursery is 
asked to buy.

A local nursery may welcome a nearby 
supplier if the material is clean, consistent 
and competitive after delivery. Before 
producing large quantities, the village 
group could ask nurseries what they cur-
rently buy, what they pay and whether 
they would test a small sample.

A simple trial could compare the nurs-
ery’s usual growing mix with a measured 
quantity of local leaf material. The group 
could record plant growth, losses, labour 
and costs.

A repeat order would provide stronger 
evidence than a warehouse filled with 
unsold bags.

The economics can be illustrated with-
out pretending to forecast Kashmir prices.

Suppose one village group secures a 
₹25,000 clearance contract for a large 
park, two school or hotel contracts worth 
₹10,000 each and 20 household clear-
ances at ₹500 apiece. Collection revenue 
would total ₹55,000.

Suppose buyers then purchase ₹10,000 
worth of usable mulch and finished com-
post. Cash received would reach ₹65,000.

Wages, including family labour, 
might total ₹28,000. Transport could 
cost ₹10,000, while sacks, water and site 
expenses could take another ₹6,000. 
Equipment hire, packaging, testing and 
other expenses could add ₹11,000.

The illustrative operating cost would 
then reach ₹55,000, leaving ₹10,000 in 
operating profit.

The same calculation shows how 
quickly the idea can fail. If the park con-
tract disappears while costs remain, the 
example produces a ₹15,000 loss. If the 
expected product order disappears, the 
operating profit falls to zero. A purchased 
shredder, building, interest or tax would 
alter the calculation again.

That is why equipment should come 
last.

The first tools could be reusable sacks, 
hand tools, a handcart or small vehicle 
and a suitable sorting and processing site. 
A shredder could be hired or shared if vol-
umes justify it. A leaf vacuum might help 
in a large open area, while a wood chip-
per would serve branches better. Larger 
composting equipment should wait until 
volumes and buyers become clear.

Kashmir also has a local complication. 
Some biodegradable material is tradition-
ally burned to make charcoal for winter 
kangris. J&K’s solid-waste action plan rec-
ognises that seasonal heating needs must 
be considered when addressing open 
burning.

Any no-burning policy therefore needs 
a practical alternative.

Fuel pellets and briquettes could be 

studied separately, but compressed leaves 
do not automatically become a clean fuel. 
A group would need an industrial buyer, 
tests for moisture and ash, emissions 
and fuel performance, permissions and a 
complete production and delivery calcu-
lation. India has a biomass briquette and 
pellet programme, though that does not 
establish that Chinar leaves are a prof-
itable or approved fuel for a particular 
Kashmiri factory.

A village pilot could begin with a pan-
chayat, a park authority, local workers 
and two or three nursery buyers.

The group could publish collection 
days, secure written service agreements, 
establish a suitable processing site and 
keep clean leaves separate from road 
waste. Throughout autumn, it could re-
cord loads collected, contaminated loads 
rejected, visits completed, worker-days 
paid and the full cost of transport and 
equipment.

The following months would show the 
other half of the equation: finished-prod-
uct yield, quality, use and actual sales.

The village could then publish its profit 
or loss and record whether leaf burning 
declined in the participating area. Air-
quality readings, where available, would 
need careful interpretation because 
weather and other pollution sources also 
influence them.

Swachh Bharat Mission-Grameen 
Phase II includes village solid-waste man-
agement, so a panchayat could examine 
whether its approved rural waste plan 
can support the public-service compo-
nent of such a pilot. Eligibility and fund-
ing would need to be checked rather than 
assumed.

The autumn leaves of Kashmir already 
create work. The question is whether that 
work ends with a broom and a match or 
begins with collection and leads some-
where useful.

A village does not need a factory to find 
out.

It needs a contract, a collection route, 
clean material, a buyer and accounts that 
tell the truth.

If those pieces work, the Chinar leaf can 
become mulch, compost and seasonal in-
come. If they fail, the records will show 
where the idea broke before families 
spend their savings on machinery.

The first business lesson may be the 
simplest one: collect before the fire, find 
the buyer before the machine and mea-
sure the rupees before calling autumn a 
source of income.

— The author is a Srinagar-based 

financial educator, and can be 

reached at drm757@gmail.com.
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GST Mop-Up Grows 15% To 
Over Rs 2.03 Lakh Cr In Sep

India's Manufacturing Sector 
Growth Hits 7-Month High In Sep

J&K Bank Marks 88 Years, 
Reaffirms Sustainable 
Growth Commitment

CBI Files Second Chargesheet 
In Reliance Home Finance Case

Govt Tightens Sugar Stock Limit 
For Dealers To 1,000 Quintals

Gold Rises Rs 500 Per 10g In 
Delhi On Weak Rupee

Rupee Slumps 31 Paise To Close 
At 96.25 Against US Dollar
Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- The rupee slumped below the psychologically 
important 96 per dollar mark on Thursday to close at 96.25 
against the US dollar, the lowest level in more than two 
months, on risk aversion in global markets amid surging 
global bond yields and selling pressure from foreign investors.

Forex traders said the rupee is expected to trade with 
a negative bias amid risk aversion in global markets and 
worries over rising global treasury yields.

At the interbank foreign exchange market, the rupee 
opened at 95.95, then lost ground to touch an intraday 
low of 96.34 against the American currency. At the end of 
Thursday's trading session, the domestic unit was quoted 
at 96.25 against the greenback, lower by 31 paise over its 
previous close.

On Wednesday, the rupee pared gains to settle flat at 
95.94 against the US dollar.

"We expect the rupee to trade with a negative bias on 
risk aversion in global markets and worries over rising 
global treasury yields. A strong dollar and surge in global 
crude oil prices may further pressurise the rupee," said 
Anuj Choudhary, Research Analyst, Mirae Asset Sharekhan.

Choudhary further noted that uncertainty over the US-
Iran deal may also pressurise the rupee. However, any in-
tervention by the RBI may support the rupee at lower levels.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges the strength 
of the greenback against a basket of six currencies, was 
trading at 101.90, higher by 0.45 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, was trading 
higher by 2.54 per cent at USD 100.52 per barrel in futures 
trade.

Apple Production Falls 48% So 
Far This Year In Himachal
Press Trust Of India

SHIMLA- Apple production in Himachal Pradesh has 
dropped 48 per cent so far this year as climate change, un-
seasonal rains, hailstorms, and snowfall have caused severe 
damage to the crop.

So far this year, 1.15 crore apple boxes have reached the 
market compared to 2.18 crore boxes last year, a decline of 
nearly 48 per cent, State Horticulture Director Satish Kumar 
said on Thursday.

Apple production in Himachal this year is set to hit a 10-12 
year low as climate change, unseasonal rains, hailstorms and 
snowfall have severely damaged the apple crop, he added.

The apple crop, with a Rs 5,000 crore economy, is the 
backbone of the horticulture sector in Himachal Pradesh, 
and about 2.5 lakh families in the state are associated with 
the crop cultivation.

The apple season runs from June 15 to the end of October. 
However, the early varieties start hitting the market at the 
end of June, while the apples from higher reaches and tribal 
areas continue to pour in till the end of October. The drop in 
production will impact both the farmers and the state's GDP.

According to the horticulture department, total apple 
production this year is estimated to reach only 1.5 crore 
boxes. In terms of metric tonnes, apple production stood at 
7 lakh metric tonnes last year, but this year, it is expected 
to drop to between 3.5 lakh and 3.75 lakh metric tonnes.

Procurement under the Market Intervention Scheme 
(MIS) has also been affected, and till date only 10,462 met-
ric tonnes of apples have been procured under the MIS, 
whereas by this date last year, 76,674 metric tonnes had 
been procured. 

HDFC Bank Appoints Anup 
Bagchi As MD, CEO For 3 Years
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- HDFC 
Bank on Thursday ap-
pointed Anup Bagchi as 
Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer 
for three years with ef-
fect from October 27, 
2026.

Bagchi, currently 
serving as the MD and 
CEO of ICICI Prudential 
Life Insurance, will suc-
ceed Sashidhar Jagdishan, who informed the board in 
August that he would not seek reappointment when his 
term ends on October 26.

In a regulatory filing, HDFC Bank said the Reserve Bank 
of India has approved the appointment of Bagchi as Man-
aging Director and Chief Executive Officer for three years.

Consequently, the Board of Directors of the Bank, based 
on the recommendation of the Governance, Nomination 
and Remuneration Committee, at its meeting held on Octo-
ber 1, 2026, approved the appointment of Bagchi as an Addi-
tional Director of the Bank with effect from October 2, 2026.

The board also approved the "appointment of Anup 
Bagchi as the MD & CEO of the Bank on such terms and 
conditions, including remuneration, as approved by the 
RBI, for a period of 3 (three) years with effect from Oc-
tober 27, 2026, subject to approval of the shareholders 
as per the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013", HDFC 
Bank said.

Markets Fall For 4th Day, 
Sensex Hits 52-Week Low
Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Market benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty 
extended losses for the fourth straight session on Thurs-
day as heavy FII selling, high bond yields and a fresh 
spike in crude oil prices weighed on investor sentiment.

The BSE Sensex dropped 570.59 points, or 0.79 per 
cent, to settle at 71,909.70.

The 30-share benchmark shed as much as 1,187.41 
points to hit a fresh 52-week low of 71,292.88 during the 
session.

The 50-share NSE Nifty tumbled 198.50 points, or 0.88 
per cent, to end at 22,421.95.

From the 30 Sensex firms, Maruti, Mahindra & Mahin-
dra, Tata Steel, Adani Ports, ITC, Power Grid, Hindustan 
Unilever and Eternal were the major laggards.

Infosys, Tata Consultancy Services, HCL Tech and HDFC 
Bank were among the winners.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) offloaded equities 
worth Rs 10,148.41 crore on Wednesday, according to ex-
change data. In five consecutive sessions till Wednesday, 
FIIs have offloaded equities worth Rs 34,203.14 crore.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, jumped 2.77 
per cent to USD 100.8 per barrel.

"The market sell-off has been driven largely by exter-
nal factors, with bond yields reaching multi-year highs 
and crude oil prices remaining elevated, raising concerns 
about the economic outlook for 2026–27," Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit Investments Ltd, said.

The BSE SmallCap Select index tanked 0.96 per 
cent and the MidCap Select index was down 0.71 
per cent.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Gross GST col-
lections rose 14.7 per cent in 
September to over Rs 2.03 lakh 
crore, aided by domestic con-
sumption and strong growth in 
revenues from imports, accord-
ing to government data.

Gross GST collections from 
domestic activities rose 10.1 
per cent to about Rs 1.38 lakh 
crore, while revenues from im-
ports were up 26 per cent to Rs 
65,525 crore, the data showed.

Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
refunds, however, slowed to Rs 
27,001 crore in September, a de-
cline of 3 per cent year on year.

After adjusting for refunds, 
net GST collections rose 18.1 per 
cent to over Rs 1.76 lakh crore in 
September.

This is the third month in 
the current fiscal year when 
GST collections have crossed 
Rs 2 lakh crore. Earlier in April 
and July, the GST revenues had 
touched record highs of about 
Rs 2.43 lakh crore and over Rs 
2.11 lakh crore, respectively.

During the first half of the 
fiscal (April-September), gross 
GST collections grew 11.6 per 
cent to over Rs 12.46 lakh crore. 
Net collections rose 10.4 per 
cent to over Rs 10.66 lakh crore.

EY India Tax Partner Sau-
rabh Agarwal, said the Rs 2 lakh 
crore mark in gross GST col-
lections, with growth of close 
to 15 per cent, shows that do-
mestic demand continues to do 
well in spite of global pressure. 
The growth in the tax mop-
up is broad based with Uttar 
Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat and 
Karnataka each up 16 per cent 
to 18 per cent. Assam, Manipur, 

Arunachal Pradesh and Naga-
land have done considerable 
growth, which showcases ho-
listic development across the 
country, Agarwal added.

Grant Thornton Bharat Part-
ner and Tax Controversy Man-
agement Leader, Manoj Mishra 
said the sharp 25.9 per cent 
growth in import-linked GST 
in September, compared with 
around 10 per cent growth in 
domestic GST, reflects a combi-
nation of currency, commodity 
prices and import dynamics. 
Rupee depreciation has in-
creased the landed rupee value 
of dollar-denominated imports, 
while elevated crude and com-
modity prices have pushed up 
the overall import bill and, con-
sequently, the GST base, Mishra 
said.

"Stronger imports of higher-
value categories such as elec-
tronics, machinery, gold and 
fertilisers have further sup-
ported the buoyancy in import-
linked collections. While this 
is providing a significant near-
term boost to GST revenues, the 
trajectory of global commodity 
prices, the rupee and import 
volumes will be important vari-

ables in determining how much 
of this buoyancy can be sus-
tained in the months ahead," 
Mishra added.

Tax Connect Advisory Servic-
es LLP, Partner, Vivek Jalan said 
the growth in GST collections 
highlights the strength of man-
ufacturing and consumption, 
but a contraction in refunds 
suggest that departments may 
be holding back disbursements 
— a trend that warrants close 
monitoring to ensure liquidity 
for businesses.

"Even after a drastic reduc-
tion in GST rates under GST 
2.0, collections have remained 
resilient. It must also be noted 
that part of the September 
2026 growth reflects a low 
base effect, as September 2025 
turnover was subdued due to 
the gap between the announce-
ment and notification of GST 
2.0," Jalan said.

While the rate rationalisa-
tion under GST 2.0 was an-
nounced on September 3, 2025, 
it was effective from September 
22, 2025. This resulted in cus-
tomers holding back purchases 
till the rate reduction and resul-
tant price cuts took effect.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- India's manufac-
turing sector activity growth 
touched a seven-month high in 
September, boosted by accelerat-
ing new orders and output that 
fuelled solid expansion in factory 
hiring, a monthly survey reported 
on Thursday.

Indian manufacturing activity 
regained its upward momentum 
in September, driven by strong 
domestic and export demand. 
Moreover, business optimism 
reached a four-month peak.

The seasonally-adjusted HSBC 
India Manufacturing Purchasing 
Managers' Index (PMI) rose by 
more than two index points in 
September, to 55.1 from 52.8 in 
August, signalling the strongest 
improvement in the health of the 
sector for seven months.

In the Purchasing Managers' 
Index (PMI), a print above 50 
means expansion, while a score 
below 50 denotes contraction.

"India's factory sector ended 
the quarter on a firmer footing. 
The PMI rose to 55.1 in Septem-
ber, up from 52.8, as stronger 
domestic and overseas demand 
lifted sales and production. Hiring 
resumed at its fastest pace since 

May, and manufacturers became 
more optimistic about the months 
ahead," Pranjul Bhandari, Chief In-
dia Economist at HSBC, said.

On the price front, there were 
quicker increases in both input 
costs and selling prices, but rates 
of inflation remained mild by his-
torical standards.

Firms also procured more ma-
terials for use in production pro-
cesses and to add to inventories. 
Overall buying levels expanded at 
a quicker pace than in August.

"Companies bought more 
materials and built up stocks to 
prepare for anticipated sales. Fin-
ished goods inventories recorded 

their second-largest increase in 
nearly 12 years, signalling a clear 
shift from leaner stock levels," 
Bhandari said.

Strong demand across elec-
tronics, food, pharma, and tex-
tiles pushed total sales growth 
to its highest level since Febru-
ary. Moreover, export orders also 
expanded at a quicker pace from 
clients in Brazil, Europe, the UAE 
and the US.

According to panellists, job 
growth resumed in September, 
following a blip in the previous 
month and the pace of expansion 
in employment was solid and the 
most pronounced since May.

Observer News Service

JAMMU- Marking 88 years of its 
journey of financial empower-
ment, J&K Bank Thursday reaf-
firmed its commitment to serv-
ing the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh while sus-
taining the institution’s growth 
for future generations.

MD & CEO Amitava Chatter-
jee chaired the commemorative 
event at the Bank’s Regional 
Business Centre in Jammu in 
the presence of Executive Di-
rector Sudhir Gupta, Chief Gen-
eral Managers, General Man-
agers and Divisional Heads. 
General Managers from the Cor-
porate Headquarters also joined 
through video conferencing.

The function began with flo-
ral tributes to Maharaja Hari 
Singh, honouring his visionary 
role in founding the Bank to fi-
nancially empower the people 
of the erstwhile state of Jammu 
and Kashmir and support the 
region’s economy.

Congratulating stakeholders 
on the occasion, the MD & CEO 
underscored the responsibility 
of carrying forward the Bank’s 
founding mission while ensur-
ing its continued strength and 
relevance. “Our responsibility 
is twofold: to serve the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh through best-in-class 
financial services and support 
the region’s economic develop-
ment; and to sustain the Bank’s 

business growth so that it con-
tinues to serve coming genera-
tions in J&K, Ladakh and beyond. 
These goals are interlinked and 
interdependent,” he said.

Calling for a renewed com-
mitment to this purpose, he 
added, “Today is an occasion 
to pledge that we will do ev-
erything possible, in a fair and 
transparent manner, to achieve 
both these goals. Very few banks 
in the country have this dual re-
sponsibility, and we are fortu-
nate to be entrusted with it.”

Paying tribute to the Bank’s 
founder, MD & CEO said, “We 
should be thankful to Shri Ma-
haraja Hari Singh for his remark-
able vision and foresight in es-
tablishing J&K Bank. For the last 
88 years, the Bank has carried 
forward the mission of financial 
empowerment and today sits at 
the heart of the economic archi-
tecture of Jammu and Kashmir.”

Notably, carrying forward 
this vision, the Bank, as princi-
pal financier of Mission YUVA 
- the J&K Government’s flagship 
employment generation pro-
gramme - has so far sanctioned 
loans totaling Rs 1,902 crore to 
nearly 40,000 entrepreneurs, 
helping to bring their business 
aspirations closer to reality. To 
highlight its commitment to the 
programme, the bank is launch-
ing YUVA UDAAN - a video series 
featuring the inspiring success 
stories of ambitious youth - on 
its official social media platforms.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The CBI filed its 
second chargesheet on Thurs-
day against 11 accused, includ-
ing three then executives of 
the Reliance ADA Group, in a 
loan fraud case related to al-
leged diversion of Rs 7,429 
crore borrowed by the Reliance 
Home Finance Ltd (RHFL), offi-
cials said.

In its chargesheet filed be-
fore a special court in Mumbai, 
the CBI has named Amit Bap-
na, Director and CFO, RHFL; 
Amitabh Jhunjhunwala, Group 
MD and Vice Chairman, RCL; 
and Suresh Nagarajan, CFO, 
Reliance Power Ltd, the agency 
said in a statement here.

Seven companies -- Reli-
ance Infrastructure Ltd, Reli-
ance Power Ltd, Reliance Big 
Entertainment Pvt Ltd, Reli-
ance Broadcast Network Ltd, 
Reliance Business Broadcast 
News Holdings Ltd, Reliance 
MediaWorks Financial Servic-
es Pvt Ltd and Kunjbihari De-
velopers Pvt Ltd-- and one pri-
vate person, Vijay Napawaliya, 
CA and statutory auditor of 
RHFL, have also been listed as 
accused in the chargesheet, a 
CBI spokesperson said.

No immediate reaction was 
received from the Reliance 
ADA Group on the develop-
ment.

"The accused have been 
chargesheeted for offences of 
criminal conspiracy and cheat-
ing under the IPC. Investiga-
tion conducted so far has re-
vealed that funds amounting 
to Rs 7,429.16 crore, borrowed 
by Reliance Home Finance 
Ltd., were allegedly diverted 
through intermediary and 
conduit entities to various Re-
liance ADA Group companies 
in violation of the terms and 
conditions stipulated by lend-
ers," the spokesperson said.

It caused "wrongful loss to 
the lending banks and financial 
institutions and corresponding 
wrongful gain to the accused 
persons and related entities", 
according to the spokesperson.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The government 
on Thursday further tightened 
the stock holding limit for sug-
ar dealers to 1,000 quintals, 
effective from October 15 to 
November 30, in a bid to en-
sure adequate supplies of the 
sweetener at reasonable pric-
es during the festival season.

Dealers will be allowed to 
hold stock for only 15 days. 
The amended norms will not 
apply to Kolkata and its ex-
tended metropolitan areas, 
and Assam, the food ministry 
said in a statement.

With the new sugar season 
beginning October 1, the Cen-
tre said it was strengthening 
measures to ensure availabil-
ity of sugar to consumers at 
reasonable prices during the 
festive period.

"By restricting the quantity 
and storage period of sugar, 
the government aims to fa-
cilitate the orderly movement 
of sugar through the supply 
chain and ensure its continu-
ous availability to consumers 
at reasonable prices," the min-
istry said in a statement.

Keeping in view region-
specific market requirements, 
the limit has been fixed at 
2,000 quintals for Kolkata and 
its extended metropolitan ar-
eas and for Assam.

Kolkata buys sugar from Ut-
tar Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Karnataka, and supplies it to 
eastern India, including the 
northeast. The limit for Assam 
takes into account geographi-
cal constraints, transportation 
facilities and consumer inter-
est in the northeast, the min-
istry said.

"The objective of the 
amended rules is to ensure 
that there is no unnecessary 

accumulation of sugar in the 
distribution chain and that 
there is a smooth flow of sup-
ply from sugar mills through 
dealers to the end consumer," 
it said. The move is aimed at 
curbing hoarding, discourag-
ing speculation and prevent-
ing accumulation of stocks by 
dealers.

In August, citing a tight 
supply year, the government 
had imposed a nationwide 
stock holding limit on dealers 
of 4,000 quintals, applicable 
from August 1 to November 
30, along with a maximum 
holding period of 30 days from 
the date of receipt. The limit 
was later tightened to 2,000 
quintals from September 15.

According to the ministry, 
average retail sugar prices 
have fallen 15 per cent from 
their August peak and are 
expected to decline further 
as lower prices in the sup-
ply chain are realised. Ex-
mill prices have dropped by 
around 28 per cent and have 
remained stable for the past 
three weeks.

The government reiterated 
that mills, dealers, wholesal-
ers and other market partici-
pants must ensure uninter-
rupted movement of sugar and 
prevent hoarding and specula-
tion. Wholesalers and retailers 
have also been urged to "im-
mediately pass on" the ben-
efits of the sharp fall in ex-mill 
prices to consumers.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Gold prices rose 
for the second straight session, 
rising Rs 500 to Rs 1,49,800 per 
10 grams in the national capi-
tal on Thursday, as a weaker 
rupee and a firm global trend 
supported the precious metal.

The yellow metal of 99.9 
per cent purity had closed at 
Rs 1,49,300 per 10 grams in 
the preceding session.

Silver, however, declined by 
Rs 5,000 to Rs 2.27 lakh per 
kilogram, inclusive of all taxes, 
from Wednesday's closing level 
of Rs 2.32 lakh per kg, accord-
ing to local traders. Despite the 
two-session recovery, gold lost 
Rs 2,800 or nearly 2 per cent, 
this week, while silver shed Rs 
10,000, or 4.2 per cent.

The rupee's slide below the 
96-per-dollar mark provided 
some support to domestic 
gold prices. The Indian cur-
rency closed at 96.31 against 
the greenback on Thursday, its 
weakest level in more than two 
months.

Bullion markets will remain 
shut on Friday on account of 
Gandhi Jayanti. Gold gained on 
Thursday after soft US inflation 
data reduced expectations of 
a rate hike by the US Federal 

Reserve, while silver remained 
volatile amid an upside move in 
the US dollar, said Gaurav Garg, 
Head of Research at brokerage 
platform Lemonn.

In global markets, spot gold 
rose USD 11.94, or 0.29 per cent, 
to USD 4,169.06 per ounce, 
while silver was up nearly 1 per 
cent at USD 60.79 an ounce.

"Gold spiked higher on soft-
er inflation data; however, the 
rally was thwarted by a spike 
in oil prices as uncertainty in 
Hormuz continues and refined 
product shortages continue 
to linger," said Praveen Singh, 
Head of Commodities at Mirae 
Asset Sharekhan.

According to Saumil Gandhi, 
Senior Analyst - Commodities at 
HDFC Securities, investors' at-
tention will shift to the upcom-
ing US ISM Manufacturing PMI, 
weekly jobless claims, and com-
ments from the Federal Reserve 
officials for further cues on the 
monetary policy outlook.
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Bijbehara Residents 
Demand Filling of 17 Vacant 
Posts at SDH
SRINAGAR: Residents of Bijbehara in south Kashmir's Anant-
nag district have demanded the immediate filling of 17 vacant 
posts at Sub-District Hospital (SDH) Bijbehara, expressing 
concern over the shortage of staff and its potential impact on 
healthcare services.

According to details obtained by KNO, the hospital has 34 
employees against a sanctioned strength of 51, leaving 17 posts 
vacant.

The vacancies include six Junior Grade Nurses, one Con-
sultant Gynaecologist, one Medical Officer, one Head X-Ray 
Technician, one Head Pharmacist, one Senior Pharmacist, 
one Supervisor Lab Technician, one Junior Lab Assistant, one 
Electrician, one Junior Physiotherapist, one Dhobi and one 
Chowkidar.

The shortage of nursing staff is particularly significant, with 
only one Junior Grade Nurse posted against seven sanctioned 
positions, leaving six posts vacant.

Residents said the hospital caters to a large population 
from Bijbehara and adjoining areas, making adequate staffing 
essential for providing timely and effective healthcare services.

They said the shortage of nurses and other technical and 
support staff could put additional pressure on the available 
workforce, particularly during emergencies and periods of in-
creased patient rush.

"The hospital caters to a large population, and people de-
pend on it for treatment and emergency medical services. The 
government must ensure that all vacant posts are filled with-
out further delay," local residents said.

They added that while the hospital has several specialist 
doctors and other medical personnel in position, the shortage 
of nursing and technical staff could affect the overall function-
ing of the institution.

"The government should not focus only on infrastructure 
and equipment but also ensure that hospitals have adequate 
manpower. Without sufficient staff, providing quality health-
care becomes difficult," residents said.

They urged the Health and Medical Education Department 
to take immediate steps to address the vacancies, particularly 
in nursing and diagnostic services, so that patients do not face 
inconvenience.

Motorcyclist Killed in 
Pulwama
SRINAGAR: A 22-year-old motorcyclist died after being struck 
by a vehicle in Kangan area of south Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict on Thursday, officials said.

An official told KNO that the youth was riding a motorcycle 
when a vehicle hit him in Kangan, Pulwama.

He said the youth was initially taken to District Hospital Pul-
wama, from where he was referred to SMHS Hospital Srinagar 
in critical condition. However, he was declared dead upon ar-
rival at the hospital.

The deceased was identified as Adil Ahmed Chopan (22), 
son of Ghulam Mohammad, a resident of Yousmarg, Budgam.

Cognisance of the incident has been taken, while details 
regarding the incident and the vehicle involved are being veri-
fied—(KNO)

4 Injured in Bear Attack in 
Kulgam’s Nandimarg
KULGAM: Four people were injured after being attacked by a 
wild bear in Nandimarg Nard area of Damhal Hanjipora in south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district on Thursday, officials said.

An official told KNO that four people, comprising two men 
and two women, were injured after they were attacked by a 
wild bear in the area.

He said the two women are stated to be in critical condition, 
while the two men are stable. They were identified as Shafiqa 
Banoo (60), wife of Bashir Ahmad Dar, Aayesha Bano (50), 
wife of Abdul Salam Magrey, Mohammad Iqbal Bhat, son of 
Abdullah Bhat and Abdul Salam, all residents of C R Pora.

Meanwhile, a wildlife team has been deployed in the area to 
trace the animal. Further details are awaited—(KNO)

Infant Dies after Falling into 
Water Tub
KUPWARA: A two-year-old boy died after he accidentally fell 
into a water tub at his home in Qalamabad area of Handwara 
in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district on Thursday, officials said.

An official told KNO that the child was hospitalised after he 
accidentally fell into a water tub at his home in Qalamabad.

He said the child was shifted to NTPHC Qalamabad, where 
he was undergoing treatment since yesterday. He was later 
shifted to a hospital in Srinagar, where he succumbed to his in-
juries today. He was identified as Shahnaz Shafat (02), son of 
Shafat Ahmad Reshi, a resident of Qalamabad.

Meanwhile, cognizance of the incident has been taken, while 
a probe is underway—(KNO)

IN THE COURT OF THE JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE 
1ST CLASS BANDIPORA

Present: Amandeep Singh Jo Code: JK00352
In the case of: Asifa Shafi
 UT through P/S ___________ Case FIR No._______________ U/s 138 NI Act

Versus
1. Mohd shafi Mir 
  S/o: Ab Mayeed Mir 
  R/o: Bandipora Bandipora (Accused)

Proclamation U/S 84 BNSS
In the Matter of: Proclamation requiring the appearance of accused No. Mohd shafi Mir

Whereas the in the above titled Challan supra mentioned accused person have been 
arrayed as accused and general warrant of arrest has been issued against him which returned 
with the report that the said accused could not be found and whereas it has been shown to my 
satisfaction that the above mentioned accused has absconded or is concealing himself to avoid 
the service of the said warrant.

As such Proclamation is hereby made that the above name accused person is required to 
appear before this court within the period of 30 days from the date of publication of proclamation 
failing which appropriate proceedings as warranted under law shall be initiated against them.

Given under my hand and seal of ths court today on 29-09-26
Sd/-

DIPK-6301-26 Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
DT: 01/10/2026 Bandipora

IN THE FORUM OF THE AUTHORIZED OFFICER, 
SINDH FOREST DIVISION, GANDERBAL.

Excerpt of order passed by the Authorized Officer-cum-Divisional Forest Officer, 
Sindh Forest Division, Ganderbal dated: 29-09-2026 in Confiscation Case arising 
out of FIR No. 18-2026, P/S Kangan of Manasbal Range.

The seized forest produce, i.e., Kail timber measuring 139.22 cft (08 logs = 137.00 
cft and 04 sawn pieces = 2.22 Cft), is hereby confiscated in favour of the Government. 
The confiscated forest produce shall continue in the custody of the Range Officer, 
Haran-Shallabugh Range, Fatehpora, Ganderbal, and shall be disposed off as per the 
rules in force after making necessary entries in the depot records. The Range Officer 
Harran Shallabugh shall report compliance of this order with respect to the disposal of 
the forest produce to this forum after expiry of the specified period of revision.

The copy of this order be communicated to the Conservator of Forests, Srinagar 
Circle, Hon’ble Courts of District Ganderbal, Divisional Manager FDC, Ganderbal 
Division, Range Officer Manasbal, Range Officer Harran Shallabugh and to both 
accused/respondents. The copy of this order be published in two leading newspapers 
having wide circulation in the Union Territory.

The file be consigned to records after its due completion.

No. DFO/Sindh/Lease/A.O/ 3194-3207  Authorized Officer-cum-Divisional Forest Officer,
Dated: 29-09-2026.  Sindh Forest Division, Ganderbal.DIPK-6306-26

DT: 01/10/2026

FDA Intensifies Food Safety Enforcement across UT
348 Inspections conducted, 180 Food Samples lifted, 31 Complaint Cases initiated

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Continuing its food 
safety surveillance and enforce-
ment activities, FDA, J&K con-
ducted inspections in the last 
couple of days across the Union 
Territory to ensure compliance 
with the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006 and the regula-
tions framed thereunder.

During the enforcement drive, 
Food Safety teams conducted 
348 inspections of Food Business 
Operators (FBOs) across various 
districts and lifted 180 food sam-
ples covering major commodi-
ties, including edible oils, ghee, 
milk and milk products, spices 
and other food products. The 
samples have been forwarded 
to NABL-accredited food testing 

laboratories for analysis against 
the prescribed safety and quality 
parameters. The establishments 
inspected during this round of 
inspections belonged to various 
categories which included Ho-

tels, Restaurants and canteens.
As part of the enforcement 

action, six Improvement Notices 
were issued to FBOs found de-
ficient in complying with pre-
scribed food safety requirements 

and the Food business operators 
have been directed to report 
compliance within the stipulated 
timeline failing which legal action 
as necessary shall be initiated.

Further, 31 complaint cases 
were initiated under Sections 
56 and 58 of the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006 against 
violations detected during in-
spections and filed before the 
Adjudicating Officers (Additional 
Deputy Commissioners) of the 
respective districts.

In addition, 17 cases were 
compounded under Section 69 
of the FSSA, 2006, involving a 
cumulative fine of ₹37,000. Two 
cases were also dealt with un-
der Section 52 in respect of mis-
branding and labelling-related 
violations, wherein a cumulative 

fine of ₹55,000 was imposed.
The FDA, J&K, reiterated that 

all Food Business Operators are 
required to strictly adhere to 
statutory requirements relating 
to licensing/registration, hygiene 
and sanitation, food handling 
and processing, storage, labelling 
and other prescribed food safety 
standards. The field enforcement 
authorities have been directed 
to maintain regular inspections 
and sampling and to initiate ap-
propriate regulatory and penal 
action against violations in ac-
cordance with the applicable 
provisions of law.

Consumers have been request-
ed to report any suspected un-
safe or adulterated food product 
through Toll-Free Helpline No. 104 
or email at cfsjandk.fnd@jk.gov.in

Sleeper Bus Overturns on Jammu-
Srinagar Highway, 33 Injured

Ladakh Admin Extends Public Consultation 
on Draft 'Nautor Land' Regularisation Rules

2 Uri Govt Schools Have Zero 
Students, Zero Teachers

New Rice Varieties Double Yields in 
Kashmir, Farmers Rejoice

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Uri's govern-
ment schools present a 
contrasting picture of en-
rollment and staffing, with 
two schools reporting zero 
students and teachers, 
while another set of schools 
are grappling with excep-
tionally high pupil-teacher 
ratios.

Government data, ac-
cessed by KNO, reveals that 
two schools among 375, 
including Boys Primary 
School Ghati Choolen Kal-
san and Primary School 
Khalabhat, have recorded 
zero students and zero 
teachers, with both schools 
showing a PTR of zero.

The data also throws up 
a number of schools func-
tioning with extremely low 
enrolment.

Primary School Tula 
Wari has just one student 
and one teacher, while Pri-
mary School Kakroo Mo-
halla Nambla has two stu-
dents and one teacher.

Similarly, Primary 
School Sokdhani has four 
students and one teacher; 
Primary School Pakhlan 
has four students and two 
teachers; and Girls Primary 
School Kanderwan Mohura 
also has four students with 
two teachers.

Other schools with very 
low enrolment include Pri-
mary School Laribal Nam-
bla, with five students and 
one teacher, and Primary 
School Marthan, with six 
students and one teacher.

High PTR at other end
While some schools 

have negligible or zero en-
rolment, the data shows 
that schools where teachers 

are catering to substantially 
larger numbers of students, 
with only 10 out of the 375 
government schools having 
a PTR above 40.

Primary School Dara 
tops the PTR table with 120 
students against just two 
teachers, recording a PTR 
of 60.

It is followed by Higher 
Secondary School Sultan-
dakhi, which has 441 stu-
dents and eight teachers, 
resulting in a PTR of 55.

Primary School Guj-
jar Nalla has 100 students 
against two teachers, re-
cording a PTR of 50, while 
Boys Primary School Naik 
Mohalla Salamabad Dacha-
na has 146 students and 
three teachers, giving a PTR 
of 49.

Other schools among 
the highest PTR cases in-
clude Primary School Kal-
see, with 91 students and 
two teachers (PTR 46), and 
Middle School Nawa, with 
86 students and two teach-
ers (PTR 43).

Govt initiates 
rationalisation

The government, re-
sponding to MLA Uri Dr 
Sajjad Shafi in the Autumn 
session of the Assembly, 
said the staffing require-
ments of schools with rela-
tively higher PTR are being 
addressed through ratio-

nalisation and judicious 
deployment of available 
teaching resources.

The minister incharge 
Education Department 
said applications from 
eligible teachers have al-
ready been invited under 
the Annual Transfer Drive 
(ATD)-2026, with staffing 
requirements of schools 
having higher pupil-
teacher loads to be consid-
ered during the process.

The government fur-
ther stated that 22 Labo-
ratory Assistants have re-
cently been promoted as 
Teachers, of whom eight 
have been adjusted in Uri 
constituency.

In addition, five Masters 
have been transferred to 
Uri, with the government 
saying the move is aimed 
at supplementing existing 
arrangements, particularly 
in schools where the pupil-
teacher load is relatively 
high.

The government said the 
rationalisation exercise for 
the current academic year 
has also been initiated to 
address identified gaps in 
teacher availability.

It further said that addi-
tional staff, including com-
puter and skill-based teach-
ers, are being provided to 
understaffed schools on a 
consolidated-remuneration 
basis—(KNO)

Press Trust of India

JAMMU: The Ladakh ad-
ministration has extended 
by 30 days the period for 
submitting comments and 
suggestions on the draft 
rules for regularisation of 
'nautor land' in the Union 
Territory, officials said.

The decision came fol-
lowing criticism of the 
Draft Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Councils 
(Nautor Regularisation) 
Rules, 2026, notified by the 
Lt Governor administration 
on September 4.

Nautor land refers to 
barren or wasteland owned 
by the government and 
historically allotted to in-
dividuals for cultivation or 
other productive purposes. 
More than 60,000 acres 
of land in Ladakh is pres-
ently recorded in revenue 
records as nautor holdings.

"The extension, ap-
proved on the directions of 
Lieutenant Governor Vinai 

Kumar Saxena, follows rep-
resentations from various 
stakeholders, including the 
Ladakh Buddhist Associa-
tion, Ladakh Gonpa Associ-
ation and Anjuman Imamia, 
Leh, seeking more time to 
examine the draft rules," an 
official spokesperson said.

The administration said 
stakeholders can now submit 
their comments and sugges-
tions to the revenue depart-
ment by November 1, 2026, 
including through email at 
secy-rev.ladakh@gov.in.

The draft rules were 
placed in the public do-
main on September 4 with 
the objective of establish-
ing a clear, transparent and 
uniform framework for 
regularisation of eligible 
nautor land holdings across 
Ladakh, he said.

"The nautor issue is 
closely connected with 
the lives, livelihoods and 
aspirations of the people 
of Ladakh. We want every 
genuine concern, sugges-

tion and apprehension to 
be heard and examined 
carefully," Ladakh Lieuten-
ant Governor Vinai Kumar 
Saxena said.

The proposed rules pro-
vide for a one-time mecha-
nism to regularise eligible 
nautor land occupied be-
fore October 27, 2020, fol-
lowing the repeal of the 
J&K Tenancy Act, 1980.

Under the draft frame-
work, eligible holders may 
be granted proprietary 
rights over nautor land up 
to 10 acres, while land be-
yond the 10-acre limit may 
be considered for leasehold 
allotment in accordance 
with the rules, he said.

On September 4, Saxena 
approved the regularisa-
tion rules of 'nautor lands', 
paving the way for the 
grant of proprietary rights 
over eligible barren land 
and resolving a long-pend-
ing issue concerning thou-
sands of landholders in the 
Union Territory.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: New rice vari-
eties introduced and dis-
tributed by the Agriculture 
Department in Kashmir are 
yielding encouraging re-
sults, with farmers report-
ing a significant increase 
in production and reduced 
incidence of crop diseases 
compared to traditional 
varieties.

Farmers from different 
parts of the Valley told KNO 
that the newly introduced 
varieties, particularly SR3 
and SR4, have helped them 
achieve higher yields this 
season, with some report-
ing nearly double the pro-
duction compared to previ-
ous years.

They said the improved 
varieties have not only in-
creased productivity but 
have also shown greater 
resistance to diseases, in-
cluding rice blast, which 
continues to affect paddy 
cultivation in several areas 
of Kashmir.

Mansoor Ahmad, a 
farmer from south Kash-
mir's Kulgam district, said 

he had been cultivating 
traditional rice varieties for 
years but faced recurring 
problems due to rice blast, 
which affected crop pro-
duction.

"Rice blast was a com-
mon problem in my fields 
every year, resulting in 
considerable losses. How-
ever, this season I cultivat-
ed the SR3 variety supplied 
by the Agriculture Depart-
ment, and the results have 
been very encouraging," he 
said.

Ahmad said his produc-
tion had almost doubled 
this year, adding that the 
crop remained free from 
disease during the growing 
season.

He said farmers who 
continued cultivating tra-

ditional varieties faced 
similar disease-related 
problems this year, high-
lighting the difference in 
performance between the 
old and newly introduced 
varieties.

Another farmer, Nazir 
Ahmad from Pulwama dis-
trict, said the new varieties 
had brought a noticeable 
improvement in paddy 
production, particularly 
for farmers struggling with 
declining yields in recent 
years.

Nazir said he owned four 
kanals of agricultural land, 
where production had gen-
erally remained around 2.5 
quintals per kanal in previ-
ous years. "However, this 
year, after cultivating the 
new variety, I harvested 
around four quintals per 
kanal.r This is a consider-
able improvement for a 
farmer like me," he said.

The new varieties, Nazir 
said, were also perform-
ing well in terms of grain 
quality and market value, 
providing farmers with 
the possibility of better re-
turns.

Press Trust of India

JAMMU: At least 33 pas-
sengers were injured after a 
sleeper bus travelling from 
Srinagar towards Jammu 
overturned inside a tunnel 
near Maroog on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national high-
way, in Ramban district on 
Thursday, officials said.

Among the injured, nine 
have been referred to Gov-
ernment Medical College 
(GMC) Jammu for further 
treatment, they said.

Police said the injured 
passengers were shifted to 
district hospital Ramban 

with the assistance of po-
lice, State Disaster Response 
Force, Central Reserve Po-
lice Force and Army per-
sonnel and Civil Quick Re-
sponse Team volunteers.

Traffic officials said the 
West Bengal-registered 
sleeper bus had 55 passen-
gers on board when the acci-
dent occurred. Following the 
accident, a single carriageway 
has been open in the affected 
tunnel to facilitate movement 
of traffic, officials said.

Senior officials are pres-
ent at the spot and super-
vising the rescue and traffic 
management operations.

CM Omar, Dr Farooq Greet People on Urs of 
Khwaja Nizam-ud-din Auliya (RA)
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir National Conference 
President Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah and Vice President and 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
Thursday extended heartfelt 
greetings to the people on the 
occasion of the 723rd annual 
Urs Mubarak of the revered 
Sufi saint of the subcontinent, 

Hazrat Khwaja Nizam-ud-din 
Auliya (RA). In his message, Dr 
Farooq Abdullah said that Haz-
rat Khwaja Nizam-ud-din Au-
liya (RA) devoted his entire life 
to promoting love, peace, hu-
manity, tolerance, brotherhood 
and communal harmony. He 
said the revered saint taught 
people, irrespective of religion 
or community, to respect one 
another, serve humanity and 

spread love, leaving a profound 
imprint on the spiritual and cul-
tural life of the subcontinent.

He said the teachings of 
the Sufi saints continue to 
serve as a guiding light even 
today. The message of Hazrat 
Khwaja Nizam-ud-din Auliya 
(RA), based on love, human-
ity and mutual respect, is more 
relevant and necessary today 
than ever before. 
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Unity Makes Every
different paths and identities, the 

destination remains one, with India 
moving forward with the vision of a 
developed nation by 2047.

More than 6,000 runners participat-
ed in different categories of this year’s 
Kashmir Marathon-Run for Unity.

DGP Nalin Prabhat, ADGP Armed 
Police Nitish Kumar, ADGP CID M.K. 
Sinha, senior officers of the police and 
civil administration, sports personali-
ties and a large number of participants 
attended the felicitation ceremony.

J&K Youth Choosing
youth are working towards a peace-

ful and prosperous future,” he said.
The DGP said the youth were in-

creasingly choosing “peace over vio-
lence and progress over destruction”, 
adding that the police were support-
ing them through sports tournaments 
and the Civic Action Programme.

“The energy of J&K’s youth is being 
channelled in a very positive direc-
tion,” he said.

Highlighting the police’s anti-drug 
campaign, Prabhat said 3,257 cases 
had been registered since April 11, 
with around 4,000 people arrested 
and 170 convictions secured. More 
than 2,500 cases had also been dis-
posed of, he said.

He said 288 properties worth over 
₹138 crore had been attached and 
more than ₹80 lakh in cash seized. As 
many as 144 persons had been booked 
under the PIT-NDPS Act, which he 
described as the highest figure in the 
country.

Referring to counter-terrorism ef-
forts, Prabhat said September wit-
nessed several major operational 
achievements for the J&K Police. He 
added that the force remained en-
gaged in crime prevention, crime de-
tection and maintenance of law and 
order.

The DGP also highlighted the role 
of 19 Mountain Rescue Teams of the 
J&K Armed Police deployed during 
this year’s Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra, 
saying they performed their duties 
effectively.

He also lauded the rescue opera-
tion following the disruption of the 
Gulmarg Gondola service, saying J&K 
Police, along with its Mountain Rescue 
Teams and SDRF personnel, evacuated 

stranded tourists in record time.
Prabhat highlighted the Armed 

Police’s achievements in mountain-
eering and sports, including successful 
summit expeditions to Kang Yatse in 
Ladakh and Kolahoi Peak in Anantnag, 
besides winning a medal at the Asian 
Championship in Vietnam.

He said sustained engagement 
through such initiatives was bringing 
the police and youth closer.

“The bond between J&K Police and 
the youth is growing stronger with 
each passing day,” he said.

ADGP Armed Police Nitish Kumar, 
ADGP CID M.K. Sinha, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, senior po-
lice and civil administration officers, 
sportspersons and a large number 
of young participants attended the 

ceremony.

J&K May See First
come closer,” Kashmir Weather 

Forecast said.
Meanwhile, evening weather 

parameters issued by the India 
Meteorological Department showed 
dry conditions across Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday, with no rain-
fall recorded at the listed stations dur-
ing the observation period.

Srinagar recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 29.3°C and a minimum 
of 10.2°C, while Jammu recorded a 
maximum of 32.6°C and a minimum 
of 20.4°C.

Gulmarg recorded a maximum of 
20.6°C and a minimum of 7.2°C, while 
Pahalgam recorded 25.5°C and 6°C, re-
spectively.  (KNO)

J&K Notifies EV
the Transport Department on the 

notification of the policy.
Abdullah said the policy provides 

a structured framework for advanc-
ing clean transport while taking into 
account the specific terrain and cold-
weather conditions of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

At A Kashmir Science
needs to reach the same places.
That question gained a sharper sci-

entific dimension during a plenary 
lecture by IUST Vice Chancellor Shakil 
Ahmad Romshoo on climate change 
and the changing cryosphere of the 

Upper Indus Basin.
Romshoo described the region 

through its exposure to climate 
change, disaster vulnerability and 
emerging glacial hazards. Changes 
in the basin’s glaciers and snowfields 
have consequences extending beyond 
mountains, affecting water security 
and infrastructure in a region where 
millions depend on seasonal flows.

The subject placed the congress’s 
larger theme in a practical setting.

Science, Romshoo said, has to serve 
society and sustainability. He pointed 
to the contrast between serious cli-
mate risks in the Upper Indus Basin 
and the creativity displayed by school-
children during the event.

The student programme, organised 
with the National Children’s Science 
Congress, brought together more than 
80 students from 20 schools. Their 
posters, models and projects placed 
young people alongside researchers 
who spent the same three days exam-
ining problems that will define their 
future.

Advisor to the Chief Minister 
Nasir Aslam Wani praised IUST and 
the Jammu and Kashmir Science, 
Technology and Innovation Council for 
creating a platform where scientists, 
researchers and students could meet.

The closing ceremony also recog-
nised the strongest oral and poster 
presentations. Dean Research Aabid 
Hussain Shalla presented the congress 
report, while Dean Academic Affairs 
Ajaz Bashir welcomed participants 
and Dean Outreach Ruheela Hassan 
delivered the vote of thanks.

The scale of the gathering suggested 
an ambition larger than a three-day 
academic event. Jammu and Kashmir 
is trying to build an economy in which 
scientific knowledge produces new 
ideas, enterprises and solutions to lo-
cal problems.

That ambition now faces the reali-
ties discussed inside the auditorium: 
changing glaciers, water pressures, di-
saster exposure and a rapidly evolving 
technological landscape.

Romshoo put the challenge in terms 
that reached beyond the congress it-
self. A developed Jammu and Kashmir, 
he said, can emerge only when young 
people learn to think scientifically and 
act for a sustainable future.

The students who displayed their 

projects in Awantipora were already 
beginning that work.

SIA Conducts
alleged incriminating material, in-

cluding mobile phones, identity docu-
ments, PAN cards, a passport and job 
agreements. The material is being ex-
amined as part of the investigation.

According to the spokesperson, pre-
liminary investigation has indicated 
an alleged modus operandi in which 
local facilitators, in coordination with 
foreign-based handlers, lured unem-
ployed and vulnerable youth with 
promises of overseas employment.

The victims were allegedly moved 
through Thailand to the Myawaddy 
region of Myanmar, where they were 
subsequently exploited and allegedly 
forced to participate in cyber scam 
operations.

The agency said the emerging de-
tails point to a transnational chain 
spanning multiple jurisdictions and 
involving recruitment, movement, fa-
cilitation and exploitation of victims.

The investigation is being pursued 
to identify the complete network, in-
cluding its local and overseas linkages, 
as well as the financial and logisti-
cal channels allegedly supporting its 
operations.

The spokesperson said cooperation 
from national agencies and interna-
tional partners had also been sought 
in the investigation.

Man Charged
signature, the spokesperson said.
The agency said the communication 

was intended to unlawfully influence 
the functioning of the Anantnag dis-
trict police administration.

During the investigation, the alle-
gations and evidence collected were 
found to substantiate the commission 
of offences under relevant provisions 
of the BNS, the spokesperson said.

The chargesheet has been filed be-
fore the competent court for further 
proceedings.

Court Orders Framing
accused received funds from 

Pakistan through hawala channels 
and other means for secessionist and 
subversive activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

According to the ED, more than 

₹8.94 crore in alleged proceeds of 
crime was generated and subsequent-
ly received, routed, transferred, con-
cealed, possessed, acquired or used 
through different channels.

The agency has alleged that funds 
were routed through cash couriers 
and conduits who collected money 
from the Pakistan High Commission in 
New Delhi and delivered it to Hurriyat 
leadership, including Yasin Malik.

The ED has further alleged that doc-
uments recovered from the residence 
of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, who 
worked as cashier-cum-accountant 
with Watali, showed foreign contribu-
tions were received by Malik, Shabir 
Shah and Masarat Alam through 
Watali during 2015-16.

Regarding Malik, the agency has al-
leged that he received more than ₹3 
crore in foreign funds as alleged pro-
ceeds of crime and subsequently laun-
dered the money.

The agency has also alleged that 
Shabir Shah played a key role in the 
separatist militant movement and re-
ceived support through Hurriyat rep-
resentatives based in Pakistan.

In relation to Abdul Rashid Sheikh, 
popularly known as Engineer Rashid, 
the ED has alleged that he received 
funds from abroad and had links 
with JKLF and its overseas branches. 
The agency has cited emails allegedly 
retrieved from Malik's account and 
claimed that Rashid received funds 
through Watali.

The allegations remain subject to 
the proceedings before the trial court.

‘Attempt’ Became
to an attempt to commit rape, 

while the prosecution case later de-
veloped into one of completed rape. 
The Investigating Officer had acknowl-
edged that the statements of the 
material witnesses recorded during 
investigation initially referred to an 
attempt.

The Court said the distinction be-
tween an attempted and completed 
act was not a minor discrepancy but 
went to the very nature of the princi-
pal offence. It held that the subsequent 
explanation offered by the prosecutrix 
did not entirely remove the doubt aris-
ing from the variation.

The Court also examined the medi-
cal evidence, noting that while the 

doctor found that sexual intercourse 
had taken place, the medical examina-
tion could not establish when the in-
tercourse occurred or identify the per-
son involved. The Court further noted 
that no biological or forensic material 
connecting Ganie with the alleged act 
was obtained.

The judgment also referred to incon-
sistencies concerning the timing of the 
medical examination, the movements 
of the witnesses, the preparation of 
the complaint and other circumstanc-
es. While holding that individual mi-
nor discrepancies would not ordinar-
ily be sufficient to reject a prosecution 
case, the Court said their cumulative 
effect had to be considered.

It further held that Ganie’s failure 
to establish his plea of alibi could 
not be treated as affirmative proof 
of the prosecution case. It reiterated 
that the prosecution must succeed on 
the strength of its own evidence and 
that a weakness in the defence can-
not cure deficiencies in the prosecu-
tion case.

“Criminal conviction requires proof 
beyond reasonable doubt,” the Court 
observed, holding that the cumula-
tive circumstances created reason-
able doubt regarding the prosecution 
version.

“Where two reasonably possible 
views emerge from the evidence, the 
view favourable to the accused must 
prevail,” the court said, adding, “The 
benefit of doubt is not a matter of 
grace but a necessary consequence of 
the prosecution's failure to cross the 
required threshold of proof.

 Accordingly, the Court set aside the 
conviction and sentence imposed by 
the trial court and acquitted Ganie of 
the charges under Sections 376, 450 
and 506 RPC by extending to him the 
benefit of doubt.

“On an independent reappraisal of 
the entire evidence, this Court is un-
able to hold that the prosecution has 
established the charges against the ap-
pellant beyond reasonable doubt. The 
findings of the Trial Court, therefore, 
cannot be sustained.”

ACB Arrests Agriculture
 were subjected to medico-legal 

formalities and lodged at Police 
Station Shaheed Gunj in Srinagar, he 
added.

Asian Paints Wood Adhesives announces a new chapter with 
Hydronaa & Ultraa and a monumental 384 sq. ft. mosaic
Observer News Service

Srinagar, 01  October 2026: Some 
of the most enduring things in 
life are built one small piece at a 
time and held together by a bond 
strong enough to make them 
last. Bringing this thought to life, 
Asian Paints Wood Adhesives has 
launched Asian Paints Hydronaa 
and Asian Paints Ultraa, two 
new products designed to bring 

together durability, ease and 
performance to the woodwork-
ing community. To celebrate the 
launch, the brand brought in 250 
distributors from across India to 
create a monumental 384 sq. ft. 
wooden mosaic creating a land-
mark moment for the brand. The 
achievement is now officially 
recognised in the Asia Book of 
Records as the ‘Largest Wooden 
Mosaic Artwork Created by an 

Organization’.
Built around the thought ‘A 

Better Bond Starts Here’, the ac-
tivation turned a product ben-
efit into a shared experience. 
Each distributor applied the new 
launched Asian Paints Hydronaa 
adhesive to individual wooden 
panels, and affixed together, 
with the individual pieces com-
ing together to create one strik-
ing installation. In doing so, all 

the distributors who are instru-
mental in taking Asian Paints 
Wood Adhesives to the market 
became an integral part of the 
brand’s launch story.

The 384 sq. ft. mosaic com-
prised individual wooden pan-
els, each affixed by a partici-
pating distributor. The panels 
were then placed onto the larger 
installation using Asian Paints 
Hydronaa, making the product 

an intrinsic part of the record.
As panel after panel came to-

gether, the artwork took shape, 
transforming hundreds of in-
dividual contributions into one 
cohesive piece. The final mosaic 
installation also served as the 
backdrop for the reveal of Asian 
Paints Hydronaa and Asian Paints 
Ultraa, creating a visual connec-
tion between the record attempt 
and the brand’s next chapter.

The activation brought to-
gether three elements: the scale 
of the installation, the participa-
tion of 250 distributors and the 
collaborative nature of its cre-
ation. More importantly, it gave 
the distributor community an 
active role in marking the launch 
and the record attempt, bringing 
alive the important role they 
play in the brand ecosystem.

The initiative reflects Asian Paints’ 

broader approach to the homes and 
spaces it serves, bringing together 
products, people and expertise to 
create solutions that make a mean-
ingful difference to everyday life. As 
a brand with a long-standing un-
derstanding of the home, its expan-
sion into Wood Adhesives builds on 
this expertise while addressing an 
important need within the wood-
working ecosystem: creating furni-
ture that is built to last.
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The Baisakhi festival was celebrated with immense enthusiasm, devotion 
and spiritual fervour in Poonch.

The grand religious programme was organized in the presence of Sant 
Mahant Manjit Singh Ji, Head of Dera Santpura Nangali Sahib Poonch.

A large number of devotees from different areas thronged the venue 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
JAL SHAKTI PHE DIVISION BIJBEHARA 

E-mail: xenphe.bij@jk.gov.in
e-NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS 

 (STAGE CONTRACT)    
   
NIT No: 16/PHE/BIJ OF 2026-27 ISSUED UNDER ENDORSEMENT No.2622-35 dated:- 03.06.2026

  For & on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory, e-tenders of Stage Contract in single cover system are invited on item rate 
basis from registered Transport Company whose registration Certificates are valid in terms of standing rules for the following works:- 
 

S.No. Name of work Earnest Money 
(in Rupees) 

Class of Contract Validity of Contract Cost of tender 
Document 

1 Carriage / handling charges of store items for One 
financial year complete  2026-27 (Under NRDWP / MNP 
Distt Sector / NABARD / M&R/ JJM/ Languishing/Shri 
Amarnath Yatra Ji)/2055 internal security/2215 NP 
tanker service, capex, AMRUT.2, SDRF, DMRRR, SASCI

  50,000/-  Regd. Transport 
Company 

 Up to      31/03/2027    1000/- 

     
1. The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, Bill of Quantities (BOQ), terms & condition of contract can be 
seen/downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the dates shown below:- 

i Download start date 04.06.2026 from 02.00 PM 
ii Download end date 04.06.2026 from 02.00 PM 
iii Bid submission start date 04.06.2026 from 02.00 PM 
iv Bid submission end date 09/06/2026 from 04.00 PM 
v Bid opening date 10/06/2026 from 11.00 AM 
              
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan shown against each item adver-
tised & credited to MH:0215-PHE Government Account as per the format devised / attached with this NIT & earnest money in the shape 
of CDR pledged to the Executive Engineer PHE Division Bijbehara. 
3. It is mandatory upon the bidder to upload “Bidders Address Format” duly filled in under his seal and signature for future cor-
respondence, which is attached with this NIT.  
4. The bids shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer PHE Division Bijbehara on above mentioned date in 
presence of the bidders who may wish to be present.   
5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents like CDR/Cost of Tender document in the form of 
Treasury Challan / demand Draft /PAN/GST Registration /Latest ITR /Bidders Address Format /Registration card duly renewed. In case 
of any clarification, the bidders have to produce original documents in support of hard copies if need arises. 
6. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason. 
7. The tenders shall remain valid for 180 days.     
8. As soon as the contract is fixed with the successful bidder, he has to enter into an agreement with the department. However, 
non-drawl of agreement will not prevent the contract from being enforced upon him. 
9. The earnest money shall be forfeited if:- 
1) Any bidder withdraws his bid during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in terms & condition of the bid. 
2) The successful contractor fails to execute an agreement with the department within 10 days after fixation of contract. 
3) The successful bidder fails to start the work within one week from the date of fixation of contract. 
10. The tender opening authority reserves the right to accept/reject the bid without assigning any reason thereof. 
11. Any kind of damage which may occur to material during the course of transportation due to natural calamities. shall be the 
responsibility of the bidder till the material is finally handed-over to the Department at the designated site / store. 
12. The taxes viz. Income tax, Service tax/GST & Cess shall be deducted from the bidder’s claims as per standing Govt. instruc-
tions. 
13. The bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities). In no case they should attempt to create similar 
BOQ manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling item rate inclusive of all taxes & it should be saved with the same name 
as it contains. 
14. The unit rates & prices shall be quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees and the rates quoted shall be deemed to include 
price escalation and all taxes upto completion of work unless otherwise specified. The intending tenderers will have to quote rates as 
per unit rate as advertised for each item considering quantity as one for every item and comparative shall be generated for sum total 
of all items to arrive at L1, L2 and L3 in the overall and shall be accordingly negotiated with successful bidder to arrive at a reasonable/
negotiated rate. However, in case of the rate of any particular item is exorbitant to such an extent that it contradicts with the wisdom of 
the evaluator, the rate of such item shall be considered in accordance with the prevailing market rate with some reasonable contractors 
profit for evaluating the comparative rate. 
15. If the bidder does not quote rate for any item of the BOQ, such item/items shall be deemed to be the part of the overall/total 
contract value and no rate shall be allowed for such item/items. 
16. Bidders should note that the terms and conditions of the contract circulated by the tender inviting authorities from time to 
time shall be applicable on the contract even if not incorporated in this NIT.. 
17. The work done claim of the successful bidder shall be entertained only after production of proper check certificate of in-
charge concerned.    
18. No mobilization advance/equipment advance shall be paid. 
19. It shall be mandatory for the contractor to ensure safety of material from source upto dumping site of work. 
20. Insurance cover as admissible under rules shall be provided to all the workers skilled/unskilled deployed and the necessary 
premiums shall be borne by the executing agency/contractor itself. 
21. The successful bidder shall have to respond within the minimum possible time (Not more than three hours) to execute the 
requisite job failing which, the Engineer Incharge or the Authorized Supervisory Staff shall be at liberty to get the job executed/com-
pleted through 2nd. lowest bidder on the rates allotted to Ist. Lowest bidder. If the allottee fail to respond in time continuously for three 
times, his contract shall be deemed to have been cancelled besides, his CDR shall be forfeited and he shall be barred to take part in any 
other tendering process in the Division. 
22. The contract shall remain in force w.e.f the date of fixation of contract up to 31/03/2027. 
23. The rates quoted by the successful bidder shall be scrutinized and compared with the rates of similar works executed/allot-
ted during the previous three financial years. The allotment of the work shall be considered and processed only after establishing the 
reasonability of the quoted rates based on such comparative analysis, and the decision of the tender committee authority in this regard 
shall be final and binding.
24. Other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD Form-25 double/Tender document. 

DIPK-1831/26    Executive Engineer 
dated: 04-06-2026 PHE Division Bijbehara 

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Rome Akhtar W/o Nazir Ahmad Bhat, R/o Dhobiwan, Tehsil Kunzer, District Baramulla, 
J&K (UT), hereby inform the general public that my name has been wrongly recorded as 
“Rumi Akhter” in my Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No. XXXX XXXX 8403 and my Date 
of Birth has been wrongly recorded as 25/11/1980.
My correct name is “Rome Akhtar” and my correct Date of Birth is 17/03/1979. Hence-
forth, I shall be known and identified by the name Rome Akhtar with Date of Birth 
17/03/1979 for all official purposes.
If any person has any objection regarding this correction, he/she may file the same be-
fore the concerned authority within the stipulated period. Otherwise, the correction shall 
be deemed genuine and valid for all purposes.
Sd/-
Rome Akhtar
R/o Dhobiwan, Kunzer, Baramulla fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

I want to change the name on elec-
tricity bill bearing consumer ID no: 
02060300024673 from Ab Ahad 
Kumar S/o Mohd Subhan to  Javid Ah-
mad Kumhar S/o  Ab Ahad Kumhar . If 
anybody has any objection in this re-
gard he/she may file them in the con-
cerned office within seven days. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.
Javid Ahmad Kumhar 
S/o  Ab Ahad Kumhar
 R/o Wani Mohalla Magam Budgam 

bmg

Press Trust Of India

A 
single day of extreme heat 
causes about 3,400 excess 
deaths across India, while 
a five-day heatwave causes 

nearly 30,000, a study has estimated.
Researchers Piyush Narang and 

Ashok Gadgil from the India Energy 
and Climate Center at the University 
of California Berkeley, US, said that 
even though global studies highlight a 
surging heat-related mortality, granu-
lar spatial-temporal data on how heat-
waves affect mortality in India's dis-
tricts remain inaccessible to common 
researchers.

The team adapted findings from a 
multi-city analysis of heat-related mor-
tality across 10 cities in India to esti-
mate excess deaths across all districts 
in the country.

'Excess deaths' is a public health 
metric that refers to the difference be-
tween total deaths over a specific pe-
riod and deaths that could be expected 
to occur based on historical data.

The study, published in the 
journal Frontiers in Environmental 
Health, integrated district-level mor-
tality rates from the Civil Registration 
System and population projections 
for 2024 to obtain district-level excess 
death estimates under one-day and 
five-day heatwave scenarios.

"We estimate that a single day of 
extreme heat causes approximately 
3,400 excess deaths nationally; a five-
day heatwave causes nearly 30,000," 

the authors wrote.
Heatwave to severe heatwave con-

ditions were prevailing in north, cen-
tral and east India, with temperatures 
consistently exceeding 45 degrees Cel-
sius in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
parts of Uttar Pradesh and Haryana 
over past few days.

Mapping heat-induced mortality 
risk to individual districts revealed 
that the state of Uttar Pradesh alone 
accounts for about 8,100 excess deaths 
during a five-day heatwave, while 
excess deaths in districts, including 
Ahmedabad, Jaipur and Surat, each 
exceed 250 in a single event.

A 2.3-fold disproportion between 
mortality burden and economic capac-
ity was found in the five highest death-
burden states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Gu-
jarat, which together accounted for 66 
per cent of the country's excess deaths 
while contributing only 29 per cent of 
India's GDP.

The result has direct and urgent 
implications for how India designs and 
funds its heat resilience architecture, 
the researchers said.

"The 2.3× GDP disproportion docu-
mented here provides a quantitative 
basis for arguing that federal adapta-
tion investment, including funding 
under the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority and the National Ac-
tion Plan on Climate Change, should 
be weighted toward high-burden, low-
GDP states rather than allocated in 
proportion to population or adminis-
trative capacity," they wrote.

One Day Of Extreme Heat Causes 3,400 
Excess Deaths Across India: Study

Press Trust Of India

Deficiencies in vitamin B12 and 
folate (vitamin B9) is linked with 
higher homocysteine levels in blood, 
which could be associated with a 
greater physical fatigue in men and 
decreased motivation in women, ac-
cording to a study.

"This suggested relationship be-
tween vitamin B12, folate, and fatigue 
in healthy individuals may repre-
sent the first report of its kind. Blood 
homocysteine levels have tradition-
ally raised concerns in relation to 

cardiovascular disease, dementia, and 
fractures," lead researcher Hiroaki 
Kanouchi, from Osaka Metropolitan 
University in Japan, said.  "However, 
our findings suggest that attention 
should also be paid to fatigue and mo-
tivation in the future," Kanouchi said.

Fatigue that does not resolve with 
rest, and reduced motivation can im-
pair one's daily functioning and qual-
ity of life. Chronic fatigue, in which 
exhaustion is severe and unexplained 
and can last for months, is linked to a 
reduced productivity at work and an 
elevated utilisation of healthcare.

The study, published in the jour-
nal Nutrients, focused on nutritional 
status and water-soluble vitamin defi-
ciencies found in unbalanced diets.

Researchers hypothesised that a 
lack of folate and vitamin B12 may be 
related to fatigue, and centered their 
study around homocysteine (Hcy), a 
biomarker known to increase when 
these deficiencies are present.

Blood concentrations of Hcy, 
folate, and vitamin B12 in over 600 
healthy Japanese participants were 
measured and fatigue and motivation 
were assessed using questionnaires.

Vitamin B12, Folate Deficiencies Could Be Related 
With Fatigue, Reduced Motivation: Study

India Beats Pakistan 5-3 in Thrilling Semi-final
Press Trust Of India

KAKAMIGAHARA (JAPAN): The In-
dian hockey team showed incredible 
character to defeat arch-rivals Paki-
stan 5-3 in a high-voltage semi-final 
match of the U18 Men's Asia Cup 
here on Friday.

Trailing 2-3 until the final quarter, 
India produced an outstanding at-
tacking display in the final minutes 
to secure their place in the summit 
clash.

The match began with a quiet and 
tense opening, as both teams fought 
hard for control in the midfield. In-
dia found their rhythm in the 12th 
minute when a brilliant run from 
their own half forced a defensive 
error from Pakistan, earning India a 
penalty stroke.

Forward Ashish Tani Purti (12') 
stepped up and calmly converted it 
to give India an early 1-0 lead, which 
they maintained until the end of the 
first quarter.

Pakistan came out playing aggres-
sively in the second quarter and won 
their first penalty corner in the 16th 
minute. Indian goalkeeper Ayush 

Rajak and defender Ansh Bahutra 
combined perfectly to save a power-
ful drag-flick from Ahmad Uzair.

Pakistan kept pressing and found 
their equaliser in the 27th min-
ute when Adeel intercepted a pass, 
broke through the defence, and 
scored a field goal to make it 1-1 at 
half time.

The third quarter saw intense 
action from both sides. India re-
claimed the lead in the 35th minute 
when Shahrukh Ali (35') capitalised 
on quick passing and smashed the 
ball into the net.

However, the joy was short-lived 
as Pakistan responded just two 
minutes later through a field goal 
by Muhammad Farhan Aslam in the 
37th minute. Pakistan then took the 
lead for the first time in the 42nd 
minute when Uzair Ahmad Qureshi 
converted a penalty corner with 
a precise drag-flick, leaving India 
trailing 2-3 at the end of the third 
quarter.

With their campaign on the line, 
India launched a furious attack in 
the final quarter. The pressure 
forced a green card for Pakistan's 

Muzammil Saeed in the 46th min-
ute, and India immediately won 
consecutive penalty corners. Ash-
ish Tani Purti (49') fired home a 
superb drag-flick from the second 
penalty corner to level the score 
at 3-3.

India completely dominated the 
following minutes, earning a se-
ries of penalty corners. Though 
Pakistan's defence blocked a few at-
tempts, they could not stop the In-
dian frontline for long.

In the 53rd minute, Ashish scored 
another brilliant penalty corner to 
complete his hat-trick and put India 
ahead 4-3.

With just four minutes left on the 
clock, India won another penalty 
corner, and Ashish (56') hit the back 
of the net once again to score his 
fourth goal of the match, extending 
the lead to 5-3.

The Indian boys held their com-
posure in the dying minutes of the 
game to defend their lead success-
fully and book their place in the 
final.

India will take on Japan in the fi-
nal on Saturday.

Barcelona teenager Lamine Yamal wins La 
Liga Player of the Season award
Agencies

Barcelona winger 
 Lamine Yamal has 
won La Liga’s Player of 

the Season award.
The 18-year-old helped 

Barca retain their domes-
tic ⁠crown, became the first 
player to win the league’s 
Player of the Month award 
three  times in one season 
and finished as the club’s 
top scorer in La Liga with 
16 goals and 11 assists.

Barcelona’s Hansi Flick 
was named the  Coach of 
the Year on Thursday.

Regarding Yamal, Barca 
said in a statement: “He is 
the proverbial headache for 
opponent defences, who 
have to make a real effort to 
try to stop the blaugrana’s 
attacking threats.

“Beyond the intangibles, 
the young Catalan scored 
16 goals and ⁠provided 11 
assists, with no other La 
Liga player providing that 

many passes leading to 
goals.”

Yamal, who has been 
sidelined with  groin issues 
several times this term, is 
expected to be fit  for Spain 

at the World  Cup starting 
next week in Canada, Mexi-
co and the U.S.

He missed Barca’s last six 
games of the season due to 
a hamstring injury.

Yamal exploded onto 
the scene aged 16, and was 
an integral part  of  Spain’s 
record fourth European 
Championship triumph in 
2024.

Iran beat Mali in final warm-up before 
heading to World Cup
Agencies

Iran will head off to their World 
Cup base ⁠this weekend with a 
spring in their step after beating 

Mali 2-0 in a friendly in Turkiye, even 
if some uncertainty still clouds their 
participation in the tournament.

Goals from midfielder Saeid Ezatolahi 
and right back Ramin Rezaeian either 
side of half-time on Thursday gave Team 
Melli a record of three wins and a single 
loss in their four friendlies this year in 
the Turkish resort city of Antalya.

The friendlies are the only competi-
tive football the Iran-based players 
have contested since the domestic 
league was suspended in the wake of 
US and Israel  air strikes on the Islamic 
republic in late February that trig-
gered a regional war.

The squad have received visas for 
Mexico, officials confirmed this week, 
and will leave Turkiye on Saturday for 
their tournament base in the border 
city of Tijuana.

Mexico’s President Claudia Shein-
baum agreed to host the squad after 
being told that the US authorities did 
not want Iran staying in their original 

base in Arizona throughout the June 
11 to July 19 tournament.

The squad have not yet received the 
visas they will need to get into the US 
to play their group games against New 
Zealand and Belgium in Los Angeles 
and Egypt in Seattle, however.

Iranian FA (FFIRI) President Mehdi 
Taj told Iranian media this week that 
the US visas were the main concern 
for the federation as Iran’s tourna-
ment opener against New Zealand on 
June 15 approaches.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
said on Tuesday there was “no prob-
lem” with the Iran squad entering the 
country, but Washington would not 
let officials or staff with ties  to the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) accompany them.

Both the US and Canada, who are 
cohosting the World Cup with Mexico, 
classify the IRGC as a “terrorist entity”.

Taj was  refused  entry into Canada for 
the FIFA Congress in late April because 
of his links to the elite military force.

India Cannot Afford Silly Mistakes Against Pak: Harmanpreet
Press Trust of India

KAKAMIGAHARA (JAPAN): In-
dia captain Harmanpreet Singh 
was clear about one thing after 
the defending champions sur-
vived a Pakistan fightback to 
reach the Asian Games hockey 
final -- against a team of such 
calibre, there is no room for 
silly mistakes, especially when 
tempers flare and emotions 
threaten to take over.

India's dramatic 4-3 semifi-
nal victory on Thursday came at 
a cost, with a commanding 3-0 
lead squandered as Pakistan 
fought back to draw level.

The contest also threatened 
to boil over, with a heated ex-
change in the 37th minute re-
sulting in Pakistan's Ammad 
Butt receiving a yellow card 
and India's Dilpreet Singh being 
shown a green card, leaving the 
defending champions tempo-
rarily short-handed.

Harmanpreet had to step in to 
defuse the situation, urging his 
teammates to keep their compo-
sure as the intensity of the con-
test threatened to distract them 
from the task at hand. For the In-
dian captain, the priority was to 
play hockey, not get drawn into 
confrontations.

"We are here to play hockey. If 
we want to fight, we have to be 
calm. They were trying to distract 
us. Our focus is on the game. We 
don't want to fight. I think we 
handled it well. They punished 
us. We took the card," Harman-
preet said after the match.

The captain acknowledged 
that India had largely stuck to 
their game plan and started 
strongly, creating chances and 
converting them into goals. But 
the loss of control in the second 
half, coupled with disciplinary 
lapses, allowed Pakistan to claw 
their way back into a contest 
that India had appeared to have 
firmly in their grasp.

“We stuck to the plan most of 
the time. We started well, cre-
ated opportunities and scored 
good goals. We made the same 
mistakes in the second half. We 
took a silly card. They also had a 
card. It was a good opportunity 
for us, and we were smart. We 
could score goals,” he said.

"These are the areas we have 
to improve, especially in such 
matches. If you come to a good 
tournament and play against a 
good team, you can't make such 
mistakes."

Harmanpreet described the 
contest as memorable, but 

admitted that India had been 
caught off guard by Pakistan's 
ability to punish their errors. 
The defending champions had 
enjoyed a relatively comfort-
able passage through the tour-
nament, but the semifinal pre-
sented a different challenge.

"Memorable. I think it's not 
an easy match. We knew it 
wouldn't be easy. The way we 
started was good. We scored 
good goals. Suddenly, you get 
a good match after playing (a 
pool game) against Bangladesh 
in the last game (which Indian 

won 10-0)," he said.
The captain felt India had 

been guilty of expecting more 
goals rather than consolidat-
ing their advantage, allowing 
Pakistan to capitalise on lapses 
in concentration. The comeback 
was a reminder that even a brief 

loss of focus could prove costly 
against a quality opponent.

"We were expecting to score 
more goals. We made mistakes, 
and they punished us," Har-
manpreet said.

Veteran midfielder Manpreet 
Singh echoed the need for com-
posure, revealing that coach 
Craig Fulton's message to the 
team had been to keep their 
emotions in check and remain 
focused on the contest rather 
than the occasion.

"Keep your heart on fire, but 
keep your mind calm. That's 
what our coach always says. He 
says, play the game, not the oc-
casion. You will get the result 
automatically," Manpreet said.

Pakistan's fightback exposed 
India's defensive vulnerabilities, 
particularly when they were 
reduced to 10 players following 
Dilpreet's green card. Ammad's 
five-minute suspension had also 
briefly left Pakistan short-hand-
ed, but India failed to make the 
most of the numerical advan-
tage and subsequently paid for 
their own disciplinary lapse.

Manpreet acknowledged that 
India's defensive organisation 
could have been better, particu-
larly during the period when 
they conceded a goal while tem-

porarily down to 10 players.
"Unfortunately, no one wants 

to get a card. They got a five-min-
ute card and we got a two-min-
ute card. But the defensive play-
ers could have done better. When 
we conceded a goal in those two 
minutes, we knew how to handle 
it normally, but there was a little 
mistake," he said.

The Indian midfielder admit-
ted that the team had felt the 
pressure after surrendering its 
three-goal advantage, but in-
sisted they were prepared for 
a shootout had the match re-
mained tied. "Yes, there was 
pressure. But even if there was 
a draw, we were ready for the 
shootout because we have very 
good shooters," he said.

India's last-minute winner 
eventually spared them a shoot-
out and kept their title defence 
alive, but Manpreet cautioned 
against expecting an easy final, 
stressing that the team would 
need to maintain its intensity 
until the final whistle.

"It was good today, but I don't 
think the final will be easy. All 
the teams in the final will give 
their 100 per cent. Our personal 
plan is to play until the last 
whistle and execute whenever 
we get an opportunity," he said.

Poor Shot Selection By Pant As J&K Bowl 
Out Rest Of India For 237
Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Skipper Rishabh 
Pant paid for his impetuos-
ity while a set Sarfaraz Khan 
played a loose shot as Rest of 
India were bowled out for a 
below-par 237 by a spirited 
Jammu and Kashmir attack 
which missed its spearhead 
Auqib Nabi on the opening 
day of the Irani Cup.

Medium pacers Umar 
Nazir Mir (2/65 in 18 overs), 
Sunil Kumar (3/36 in 20.1 
overs) and Lone Nassir 
(3/59 in 13 overs) shared 
the bulk of spoils with able 
support from spinners Abid 
Mushtaq and Sahil Lotra, 
who picked a wicket apiece.

At the end of the day's 
play, comeback man Akash 
Deep showed the requisite 
sharpness to remove night-
watchman Nazir (4) with a 
sharp bouncer as Jammu 
and Kashmir were left reel-
ing at 21 for 2. Left-arm 

seamer Mukesh Choudhary 
had accounted for opener 
Shubham Pundir (1).

For Rest, Jharkhand left-
hander Shikhar Mohan (60, 
118 balls), who made quite 
an impression in the Du-
leep Trophy, struck a fine 
half-century while Ravi-
chandran Smaran (68 off 83 
balls) also looked impres-
sive but failed to convert it 
into three-figure mark.

But two of the biggest 
disappointments on the day 
were Rest skipper Pant (10 

off 36 balls) and his deputy 
Sarfaraz (45 off 97 balls) 
who should have consoli-
dated the innings after the 
fall of initial wickets.

Sarfaraz did enjoy a 76 
run-stand with Mohan, 
who hit nine fours and a six. 
The southpaw's cover driv-
ing was top notch and he 
also hit a six off spinner Lo-
tra over long-on. In the case 
of Sarfaraz, he looked in a 
mood to slowly build his in-
nings and hit five fours.

However, as he closed 

in on a fifty he just tick-
led an innocuous delivery 
from Nazir, which was go-
ing down the leg-side, and 
Kanhaiya Wadhawan com-
pleted a fine catch. As far as 
Pant was concerned, he was 
watchful to begin with and 
he was on 10 off 35 balls, 
when his patience ran out.

In a typical Pant fashion, 
he gave Nazir the charge by 
trying to hit inside out, but 
J&K skipper Paras Dogra 
had wisely stationed Qam-
ran Iqbal at short cover and 
he completed an easy catch.

In the middle-order, 
Smaran, who had a ter-
rific 2025-26 Ranji Trophy 
season, provided glimpses 
of his talent with some ex-
quisite shots but ran out of 
partners at the other end. 
Only Akash Deep (22) and 
Mukesh Choudhary (2) gave 
him company with stands of 
39 and 43 for the eighth and 
ninth wicket, respectively.

Nitesh's Story: From Helping Father Sell Milk In 
Panipat To Asiad Silver In Greco-Roman Wrestling
Press Trust of India

NAGOYA: As a 15-year-old, 
the Asian Games silver-
winning Greco-Roman 
wrestler Nitesh Siwach was 
busy helping his father sell 
milk in Panipat, Haryana.

After two years of hard 
work, getting up at 5am and 
returning home at 5pm, 
Nitesh started training in 
wrestling with his family's 
permission.

The toil bore fruits in dis-
tant Japan. The 23-year-old 
Nitesh on Thursday lost to 
Yuri Nakazato of Japan in 
the 97kg final to settle for 
a silver, but the medal still 
has a lot of sheen to it.

"My father is a milkman. 
When I was 15, I had a knee 
operation. I started work-
ing as a milkman with my 
father. I used to sell milk 
every day," Nitesh said after 
his final bout.

"I was alone at home, so 
my father told me 'why are 

you alone at home? Come 
with me (to sell milk)'. I 
used to go to Panipat with 
my father," said Nitesh, 
hailing from Jagsi village in 
Haryana’s Panipat district.

From 2017 to 2019 he 
worked as a milkman. It was 
a tough 12-hour job and he 
left it after two years, and 
sought permission from the 
family to restart a career in 
wrestling, which came to 
a temporary halt with the 
knee operation.

"My village is 40 km from 
Panipat. I used to wake up at 
5 a.m. and come back home 

at 5 p.m. I sold milk for two 
years. I didn't have a day off, 
so I thought of requesting 
my family. I asked for six 
months, and then I started 
wrestling again," he said.

He then started training at 
Pratap School in Kharkhoda.

"My teachers Om 
Prakash Dahiya and Sand-
eep gave me a lot of atten-
tion. They motivated me to 
become a world champion 
one day. I haven't become 
a world champion yet, but 
I feel that I will become a 
world champion one day."

In 2022, Nitesh won a 

bronze medal at the U23 
World Championships. In 
2025, he bagged a bronze 
in Asian Championships be-
fore upgrading to silver this 
year.

Asked if he ever thought 
of going to a 'Dangal' when 
he started Greco-Roman 
wrestling, he said, "After 
the knee operation, I start-
ed playing in Greco-Roman. 
After the injury, I never 
thought of going to 'Dan-
gal'. I started playing Greco-
Roman on the mat."

He hoped that Greco-
Roman would be included 
in the Pro Wrestling League.

"I will request the Pro 
Wrestling League organisers 
to include Greco-Roman."

Asked about his daily 
diet, he said, "I would like to 
eat churma (a sweet dish) at 
home. I mostly eat vegetar-
ian food. I eat home-made 
paneer, butter, churma and 
drink milk. I also eat chick-
en sometimes," he added.
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