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Mufti Regrets 'Slip 
of Tongue' Remark 
At Jantar Mantar

Govt Jobs Alone Can't End 

Unemployment: LG Sinha

PoK Polls A 
'Cosmetic 
Exercise':India
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India on Tuesday 
described the ongoing local 
body elections in Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir (PoK) as an 
attempt by Islamabad to cam-
ouflage its illegal occupation 
and hide its "grave" human 
rights violations in the region.

Voting in PoK began this 
week for the first round of lo-
cal legislative elections amid 
widespread violence.

"The current cosmetic elec-
toral exercise is nothing but 
an attempt by Pakistan to 
camouflage its illegal occupa-
tion and hide its grave human 
rights violations in the re-
gion," External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said at his bi-weekly media 
briefing.

He reiterated that the entire 
Union territories of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh, in-
cluding the areas currently 
under Pakistan's | More on P6

2 Held In  
Baramulla For Rape, 
Filming Assault
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Two men have been ar-
rested for allegedly gang raping 
a 21-year-old woman, recording 
the assault on a mobile phone, and 
threatening her into silence in north 
Kashmir's Baramulla district, police 
said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference, 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Baramulla Gurinderpal Singh 
said the woman approached Police 
Station Baramulla on July 25 and 
lodged a written complaint alleging 
that the crime had taken place on 
July 3 at Jalsheeri Drangbal.

According to the complaint, the 
woman had gone to the picnic spot 
with a male friend | More on P6

FDA Bans  
Unsafe Sauce Batch 
Across J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Food and Drugs 
Administration (FDA), Jammu and 
Kashmir, has prohibited the sale of 
a batch of Snack Dressing (Sauce) 
marketed under the brand "Nirmal 
Fruits Products" across the Union 
Territory after it was declared un-
safe and misbranded by the National 
Food Laboratory (NFL), Ghaziabad.

The order, issued under the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 2006, also 
directs the immediate withdrawal and 
recall of the affected batch from the 
market in the interest of public health.

The prohibited | More on P6

39 Yatris Hurt After Bus Skids Off Road In Ganderbal

LG visits SKIMS, CM directs best treatment for injured

1.2 Cr People Reached Under 

Anti-Drug Campaign In J&K
Centre says 69 lakh youth, 51 lakh women reached; 

8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras join anti-drug drive

Sessions Court Sets 
Aside Order Against 
SSP Srinagar
Issues Guidelines For 
Streamlining Execution 
Of Judicial Processes
M Ahmad

Srinaga: A Sessions Court here has 
set aside a lower court's order di-
recting the registration of a criminal 
case against Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Srinagar, GV Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, while simultane-
ously laying down a comprehensive 
mechanism for the execution of ju-
dicial processes within the district.

The court of 2nd Additional 
Sessions Judge Srinagar, presided 
over by Naushad Ahmad Khan 
passed the order while allowing a 
criminal revision petition filed by 
the | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: : Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday 
expressed regret over her con-
troversial remarks at the re-
cent Jantar Mantar protest, de-
scribing them as a "slip of the 
tongue" and clarifying that the 
statement had been taken out 
of context.

Addressing a press conference 
on the party's 27th Foundation 
Day in Srinagar, the former chief 
minister maintained that the 
viral video of her remarks was 
authentic and had not been 
doctored.

"I gave bytes to a lot of people 
there. In one byte I said there is 
militancy and intended to say 
'bahana banta hai', but due to 
the rush of media interactions 
I could not utter the word 'ba-
hana'. I thought I had said that," 

Mehbooba said.
Rejecting claims that the clip 

had been manipulated, she said, 
"I wouldn't say the video is fake; 
it is genuine."

She said she has consistently 
raised issues concerning the 
rights, dignity and democratic 
aspirations of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir through-
out her political career, adding 
that the controversial remark 
did not reflect her intended 
message.

Reaffirming the PDP's po-
litical stand, Mehbooba an-
nounced that the party would 
hold peaceful protests across 
Jammu and Kashmir on August 
5 to press for the restoration of 
Articles 370 and 35A.

She said the PDP had adopted 
a political resolution reaffirm-
ing the vision of its founder, late 
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, cen-
tred on  | More on P6

Rain Lashes J&K Parts; 

Wet Weather Till Aug 4
Cloudburst Triggers Flash Floods In Bandipora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Moderate to heavy 
rainfall lashed several parts 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday, while a cloudburst 
in north Kashmir's Bandipora 
district triggered flash floods, 
prompting the Meteorological 
Department to warn of more 
rain and weather-related 
hazards across the Union 
Territory over the coming 
days.

According to the 
Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar, moderate to heavy 
rainfall was recorded in 
parts of Kupwara, Handwara, 
Sopore and Bandipora in 
north Kashmir. Heavy show-
ers were also reported from 

Ganderbal, Kokernag and sev-
eral areas of south Kashmir's 
Anantnag district.

In the Jammu region, rain 
lashed Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban, 
Doda and Kishtwar districts.

Cloudburst Triggers Flash 
Floods

A cloudburst struck the 
Nagmarg area of Bandipora 
district, sending a surge of 
muddy water and debris 
through downstream villages 
and triggering | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: More than 1.20 crore 
people, including 69.14 lakh 
youth and 51.20 lakh women, 
have been sensitised under the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA) in Jammu and Kashmir, 
while 8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras 
have joined the anti-drug cam-
paign across the Union Territory, 
the Centre informed Parliament 
on Tuesday.

In a written reply to an un-
starred question by Srinagar MP 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi in the 
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment said the 

campaign is being implemented 
through awareness programmes, 
de-addiction services, counselling 
and rehabilitation facilities.

The ministry said the 
Department of Social Justice and 
Empowerment is implementing 
the National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: At least 39 
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims 
were injured on Tuesday af-
ter the bus they were travel-
ling in skidded off the road 

and crashed into a house in 
Ganiwan area of Ganderbal 
district, officials said.

The accident occurred 
when the driver reportedly 
lost control of the bus while 
negotiating a curve. The 

vehicle veered off the road 
and landed on a vacant house, 
causing extensive damage to 
the structure. Officials said 
the house prevented the bus 
from plunging into the near-
by Sindh | More on P6

Says youth are the 

makers of India's future

Pushes industry-academia 

partnership, skill-based hiring

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said 
unemployment cannot be ad-
dressed through government 
jobs alone, stressing the need 
to align education with indus-
try requirements, promote 
entrepreneurship and expand 
private sector employment 
opportunities.

Addressing the 77th 
State-Level Mega Job Fair at 
Amar Singh College here, 
the Lieutenant Governor 
said government vacancies 
were limited and called for 

a collaborative approach in-
volving educational institu-
tions, industry and skill devel-
opment initiatives to create 

sustainable employment.
"Government jobs alone 

cannot solve unemployment. 
We need to align skills with 
industry needs, promote 
private sector job creation 
through MSMEs and SMEs, 
and bridge the transition 
from college to the workplace 
through internships, mentor-
ships and career guidance," 
Sinha said.

The Mega Job Fair, organised 
by Desh Bhagat University 
in collaboration with Cluster 
University Srinagar, NIELIT, 
Nations Development 
Association (NDA) and MY 

Bharat, brought together 
more than 50 companies from 
sectors including informa-
tion technology, healthcare, 
banking, manufacturing, re-
tail, hospitality, logistics and 
engineering.

Describing the event as 
a platform where "dreams 
meet direction and education 
meets industry", Sinha said 
such initiatives instil confi-
dence in young people while 
directly connecting them with 
employment opportunities.

"You are not merely job-
seekers. You are the makers 
of India's future. | More on P6

J&K Assembly Adjourned Sine 
Die After Stormy 7-Day Session

Finalise ‘One 
Officer, One Car’ 
Policy Within 15 
Days: Speaker
KO Web Desk

Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly Speaker 
Abdul Rahim Rather 

on Wednesday directed 
the government to finalise 
and notify the proposed 
“One Officer, One Car 
Policy” within 15 days, 
taking serious note of the 
prolonged delay in fram-
ing the policy.
The direction came after 
Transport Minister Satish 
Sharma presented the 
status report on the 
proposed policy during 
the ongoing Autumn 
Session of the Assembly. 
According to the report, 
the Transport Department 
will undertake necessary 
inter-departmental con-
sultations and complete 
the requisite | More on P6

J&K Colleges 
See 22% Drop In 
Graduates
Agencies

Srinagar: Colleges in Jammu 
and Kashmir have witnessed 
a decline of more than 22 per 
cent in the number of graduates 
over the past three academic 
years, with the total number 
falling from 23,655 in 2023-24 
to 18,312 in 2025-26.

The figures were provided 
by the government in the 
Legislative Assembly in re-
sponse to a question raised by 
MLA Arjun Singh Raju.

According to the government, 
23,655 students graduated from 
colleges across J&K during the 
2023-24 academic session. The 
number fell to 21,153 in 2024-
25 before declining further to 
18,312 in 2025-26.

Jammu recorded a particular-
ly sharp decline, with the num-
ber of graduates falling from 
5,930 in 2023-24 to 4,206 in 
2024-25 and 3,906 in 2025-26.

In Srinagar, the number de-
clined from 4,190 graduates in 
2023-24 to 4,002 in 2024-25 
and 3,352 in 2025-26.

Several other districts also 
recorded significant declines. 
Rajouri, Udhampur, Kulgam and 
Doda witnessed a fall of more 
than one-third in their graduate 
numbers over the three-year 
period.

The government informed 
the House that no consolidated, 
course-wise employability rate 
of graduates from Government 
Degree Colleges, Universities 
and Cluster | More on P6

J&K Waives Fees 
For AAY Students 
In Classes IX-XII
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government has 
waived all fees for students 
belonging to Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana (AAY) families studying 
in Classes IX to XII in govern-
ment schools across the Union 
Territory.

The School Education 
Department issued Government 
Order No. 263-JK(Edu) of 2026 
on July 8, providing for a com-
plete fee waiver for AAY stu-
dents enrolled in Classes IX to 
XII in government schools.

The details were provided 
in response to an Unstarred 
Assembly question, D.No. 
1/6/64, tabled by Ramgarh MLA 
Dr Devinder Kumar Manyal.

The Government, however, 
said that any reduction or waiv-
er of application or examination 
fees for students belonging to 
economically weaker sections 
more broadly remains an ad-
ministrative matter.

On career guidance, the 
Government said structured 
counselling is being provided to 
students of Classes IX to XII in 
government schools under the 
Samagra Shiksha framework.

For the current financial year, 
the Ministry of Education has 
approved coverage of 2,241 high 
and higher secondary schools in 
Jammu and Kashmir, with a fi-
nancial allocation of Rs 112.05 
lakh for the activity.

The programme is aimed at 
helping | More on P6

Kashmir Issued 2,486 EWS 
Certificates Against 24,058 In Jammu
Speaker Directs Govt to Examine Practices in Other States

364 Eye Surgeries Have Restored 
Dignity, Revived Hope: LG
Hails Army’s efforts to bring advanced eye care to remote areas

J&K To Frame New Media 
Policy In Four Months

'Pashmina 
Artisans Carry 
Kashmir’s Cultural 
Memory To World'

5-Year-Long Terror  
Fugitive Killed In Budgam

2018 Murder Over ₹80K 
Loan: Man Convicted

Kashmir’s Science Congress Puts 
Research To The Test
At IUST, scientists and researchers focused on turning scientific discovery into 
practical solutions as the region looks to technology for sustainable development.

Statehood resolution, bureaucracy row and 
social media regulation dominate proceedings

House sees key disclosures on recruitment, ration, 
power, public funds and government workers

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly 
was on Wednesday adjourned 
sine die, bringing to a close 
its Autumn Session that wit-
nessed heated exchanges over 
restoration of statehood, the 
role of bureaucracy, regulation 
of social media journalism, 
legislators’ salaries, employ-
ment, electricity, ration distri-
bution and public expenditure.

The ten-day session, held 

from September 21 to 30, 
comprised seven sittings and 
around 25 hours of proceed-
ings. Speaker Abdul Rahim 
Rather, while announcing the 
adjournment, said the House 
had received 646 questions, 
including 328 starred ques-
tions. Of these, 625 were list-
ed, while one was withdrawn 
and 25 were disallowed. The 
House also received 79 Calling 
Attention Notices, of which 56 
were admitted and 23 disal-
lowed. | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government on 
Wednesday informed the 
Legislative Assembly that 2,486 
Economically Weaker Sections 
(EWS) certificates had been is-
sued in Kashmir Division and 
24,058 in Jammu Division over 
the past two years.

Minister for Jal Shakti Javed 
Ahmed Rana, replying on be-
half of Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah, who also holds the 
Revenue portfolio, provided 
the figures in response to a 
Calling Attention Notice moved 
by Peoples Conference MLA 
Sajad Gani Lone over alleged 
regional disparity in the issu-
ance of EWS certificates.

Rana said EWS certificates 
are issued by the concerned 
Tehsildars in accordance with 
eligibility criteria prescribed by 
the Social Welfare Department.

Raising a supplementary, 
Lone sought a uniform and 

rational definition of the eco-
nomically weaker sections in 
Jammu and Kashmir, arguing 
that the existing criteria should 
be reviewed in light of the so-
cio-economic conditions of the 
Union Territory.

He suggested that factors 
including per capita income, 
social conditions and other 
socio-economic indicators be 
considered while determining 
EWS eligibility.

Lone argued that the criteria 
followed for EWS determina-
tion were not necessarily bind-
ing in the same form on all 
States and could be reviewed 
or modified by Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Citing the figures placed 
before the House, Lone said 
24,058 EWS certificates had 
been issued in Jammu com-
pared to 2,486 in Kashmir over 
the past two years.

He also referred to data on 
ration cards, saying Kashmir 
has a larger | More on P6

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Wednesday said 
Pashmina artisans carry 

Jammu and Kashmir’s cultural 
memory and heritage to the 

world, stressing the need to safe-
guard the traditional craft while 
ensuring dignity, fair remunera-
tion and wider recognition for 
artisans. Sinha was | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday 
said the 364 eye surgeries 
performed in Srinagar and 
Tangdhar under Operation 
Drishti represented not merely 
medical figures but trans-
formed lives, restored dignity 
and renewed hope.

Sinha was speaking at the 
closing ceremony of the 11th 
Mega Eye Surgery Camp organ-
ised under Operation Drishti in 
Srinagar.

He said 144 surgeries were 
performed at the Srinagar 

camp, while 220 patients un-
derwent vision-restoring pro-
cedures at the Tangdhar camp 
in Kupwara district.

Highlighting the significance 

of the Tangdhar initiative, the LG 
said it was the first mega eye sur-
gery camp conducted on the bor-
der. Despite the challenging ter-
rain, Army doctors and soldiers 
established an underground op-
eration theatre and carried out 
the surgeries in two days.

“Those who have seen 
Tangdhar’s geographical condi-
tions understand that reaching 
there with assistance is itself 
a challenge. One must cross 
mountains, traverse difficult 
terrain and at times advance 
even amidst the danger. Yet, in 
this very challenging and un-
certain | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government is work-
ing on a new media policy to 
regulate the mushrooming of 
social media journalists, the 
Legislative Assembly was in-
formed on Wednesday.

Responding to a question 
from National Conference 
MLA Bashir Ahmad Veeri, 
Information Minister Sakina 
Itoo said a House Committee 
constituted to examine the is-
sue had given the Information 
Department four months to 
formulate new guidelines.

Itoo said the committee, 
headed by senior MLA and for-
mer minister Ali Mohammad 
Sagar, had met on July 13, 2026, 
to examine the matter.

Several members raised con-
cerns over the growing number 
of social media journalists and 
called for clear guidelines and 
regulatory measures.

Speaker Abdul Rahim 
Rather said he had asked the 

government during the Budget 
Session to conduct a compre-
hensive study of media func-
tioning and formulate guide-
lines for taking action against 
those violating the law.

NC MLA Nazir Ahmad Gurezi 
said the proliferation of social 
media had made it possible for 
anyone to pick up a phone and 
claim to be a journalist.

“Then social media is being 
misused. There should be some 
regulation,” Gurezi said.

PDP MLA Waheed Para, how-
ever, cautioned against censor-
ship, saying that demanding 
restrictions was not the appropri-
ate response in the present era.

“We are living in the 21st 
century, and demanding cen-
sorship is not the right thing,” 
Para said.

Responding to the concerns, 
Itoo said the issue also involved 
the responsibility of legislators 
and political parties and that 
the entire blame could not be 
placed on media personnel.

“A half-hour | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: A top Pakistan-based 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorist 
was killed in an encounter with 
security forces in the higher 
reaches of Budgam district, of-
ficials said on Wednesday.

The slain terrorist was iden-
tified as Mohammad Asif alias 
Hashim Moosa, who also oper-
ated under the aliases Sulaiman 
Shah and Fauji. Officials said 
he was a retired havildar of the 
Pakistan Army's elite Special 
Services Group (SSG) and had 
served in the security detail 
of former Pakistan president 
Pervez Musharraf.

Asif was killed during a joint 
operation launched by the 
Army and other security forces 
in the higher reaches of Korag, 

Yousmarg, on Tuesday.
The Army's Chinar Corps 

said troops observed suspi-
cious movement in the area 
and, upon being challenged, 
came under fire, triggering an 
exchange of fire in which a ter-
rorist was neutralised.

During a search operation 
early Wednesday, the body of 
the Pakistan-based LeT terrorist 
was recovered along with war-
like stores from the general area 
of Palmaidan. The operation was 
still underway, the Army said.

Officials said Asif had infil-
trated into Jammu and Kashmir 
in 2021 and was serving as the 
LeT's chief operations com-
mander in the region. His kill-
ing, they said, ended an inten-
sive hunt for him and dealt a 
major blow | More on P6

M Ahmad

Srinagar: A Sessions Court 
in Ganderbal district on 
Wednesday convicted a man 
of murdering, in 2018, a per-
son from whom he had taken 
a loan of Rs 80,000 after alleg-
edly facing repeated demands 
for repayment.

The Court of Additional 
Sessions Judge, Fozia Paul, 
convicted Mohammad Shafi 
Magray of Chundina, Ganderbal, 
for murdering Mohammad 
Yousuf Khanday of Shallabugh, 
from whom he had taken a 
loan of Rs 80,000. Magray also 
robbed the 43-year-old of cash, 
his ATM card and attempted to 
destroy evidence after commit-
ting the crime.

The court convicted Magray 

under Sections 302, 379 and 
201 of the erstwhile Ranbir 
Penal Code (RPC), while ac-
quitting him of the charge 
under Section 364 RPC (kid-
napping) for want of sufficient 
proof of abduction by force or 
deceitful inducement.

According to the prosecution 
case, Khanday went missing on 
May 31, 2018, after leaving his 
home for the J&K Bank branch 
at Chundina to withdraw cash. 
His father lodged a missing re-
port the following day. On June 
2, 2018, his body was recovered 
from an open marshy nursery 
field at Batagund, Shallabugh, 
bearing severe blunt-force in-
juries to the head.

The post-mortem examina-
tion attributed the death to 
cardiopulmonary | More on P6

Syed Sammar Mehdi

Srinagar: The lecture hall at the 
Islamic University of Science 
and Technology was filled with 
researchers, students and aca-
demics on Wednesday as the 
second day of the JK Science 
Congress moved between a 
sweeping history of scientific 
innovation and a more immedi-
ate question: how can research 
improve life in Jammu and 
Kashmir?

The question surfaced dur-
ing a plenary lecture by Vinod 
Kumar Gaur, a former secretary 
of the Ministry of Earth Sciences 
and an honorary emeritus scien-
tist at the CSIR Fourth Paradigm 

Institute in Bengaluru.
Speaking on science educa-

tion and research during a pe-
riod of rapid transformation, 
Dr. Gaur pointed to the Green 

Revolution as an example of 
how scientific innovation can 
help societies confront difficult 
challenges.

He described | More on P6
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Srinagar | Thursday | 01-10-20262

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar
I have passed/appeared in Secondary School Examination 
(Class- 10th)under Roll No:. 139003359  Session: Bi-Annual 
- 2026  through the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School 
Education.  The error has been committed by the  parent 
against  mother's name as Mahmooda Begum instead of 
Mehmooda Bano
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New Campus Bernina. Srinagar, 
if any person has any objection in this regard, may file the same in the office 
of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of 
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no objection will be 
entertained. 
Name: Shafiya Bashir
Father's name: Bashir Ahmad Mir
Mother's Name: Mehmooda Bano
DOB: 10-10-2010
Residence: Kongam Dara Teh Pattan
Mobile no: 8825031291	 bmg

Public Notice
I have lost my 10th Marks Card, 12th Marks Card and DOB 
certificate. Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same 
if anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file 
them in the concerned office within seven days.After that no 
objection shall be entertained. 
Aaqib HussaiN Bhat 
S/o Ghulam Mohammad Bhat 
R/O Pallar Budgam	 bmg

Public Notice
I, Gulshan Nisa, hereby inform the general public that my name 
has been wrongly recorded as “Gulshan Bano” in my account 
maintained with Jammu & Kashmir Bank, Qamawari Branch. I 
have applied for correction of the same to “Gulshan Nisa”.
Any person having any objection may contact the concerned 
branch within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice. 
Thereafter, no objection shall be entertained.

ird

BEFORE THE COURT OF THE HON'BLE CHIEF 
JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE AT SRINAGAR

IN THE CASE OF:
BASHIR AHMAD DAR S/o Abdul Salam Dar R/o Dagapora 
Tailbal, District Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir.

... APPLICANT/GUARDIAN
IN RESPECT OF:
MUZAFFAR AHMAD DAR
S/o Bashir Ahmad Dar
R/o Dagapora Tailbal, District Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir.

... PERSON WITH DISABILITY

V/s
PUBLIC AT LARGE

RESPONDENT
In the matter of:

PUBLICATION NOTICE

In the matter of an application for appointment of the 
applicant as Guardian of Muzaffar Ahmad Dar, a person with 
disability, in respect of his personal, legal, financial, banking, 
movable and immovable property affairs.
Notice is hereby given to the Public at Large and all persons 
concerned that the above-named applicant has filed an 
application before the Hon'ble Court seeking his appointment 
as Guardian of Muzaffar Ahmad Dar, S/o Bashir Ahmad Dar, R/o 
Dagapora Tailbal, District Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, who is 
stated to be a person with disability.
Any person having any objection to the grant of the said 
application or to the appointment of the applicant as Guardian 
may appear before the Hon'ble Court and file/submit his/her 
objections on or before 07/10/2026 failing which the matter 
shall be proceeded with in accordance with law.
 
fko	 CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE SRINAGAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Faizan, S/o Abdul Qayoom Dar, R/o House No. 2, Khalil Colony A, Srinagar, 
District Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir – 190011, hereby declare that my 
name has been recorded as “Faizan” in my certi�cate, whereas my name is 
recorded as “Faizan Qayoom” in my Aadhaar Card.I hereby declare that 
“Faizan Qayoom” is my full and correct name and shall be used for all 
official, legal, and future purposes, including the issuance of my passport.If 
anybody has any objection to the above-mentioned declaration, he/she 
may contact the undersigned within 7 days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that, no objection shall be entertained

Faizan Qayoom
S/o Abdul Qayoom

Media Line Advt

PUBLIC NOTICE

Media line advt

I Sameem Yaqoob Bhat, F/o Azlan Sameem (Given 

Name) and Bhat (Surname) R/o Naribal Soura Opp 

SKIM, Srinagar, Pin: 190011, Jammu AND Kashmir, 

India holding Passport No. C5015716 issued at 

Jeddah on 23/01/2025 hereby announce to change 

my minor son's name as Ibrahim Sameem (Given 

Name) and Bhat (Surname) for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Shameem Ahmad Kuchay, S/o Mohammad Sideeq Kuchay, born on 04-
03-1988, hereby inform the general public that I was a student of Lal 
Public High School, Botakadal, Lal Bazar, during the 2002 session and had 
passed Class 9th.I have misplaced/lost my original School Discharge 
Certi�cate and, despite diligent efforts, the same could not be traced.I 
have therefore applied for the issuance of a Duplicate Discharge 
Certi�cate from the concerned school authorities.
If anybody has any objection regarding the issuance of the said duplicate 
certi�cate, they may submit the same before the concerned authority 
within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice. After the expiry 
of the stipulated period, no objection shall be entertained.

Media Line Advt

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Hilal Ahmad Reshi, S/o Mohammad Ramzan Reshi, R/o Ranbirpora, Tehsil 
Kunzer, District Baramulla, J&K UT, hereby inform the general public that the 
name of my son is wrongly recorded in his Aadhaar Card as “Zubair Ahmad Reshi” 
instead of his correct name “Zubair Hilal Reshi”. His Date of Birth is also wrongly 
recorded as 15/02/2010 instead of the correct Date of Birth 10/07/2012.
The correct particulars are Zubair Hilal Reshi, DOB 10/07/2012, as per his school 
records. I have applied for correction/update of the same in his Aadhaar record.
Any person having any objection may contact the concerned authority within 7 
days from the date of publication of this notice, failing which no objection shall 
be entertained.

fko

 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER  

SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION-Ist (KPDCL), BEMINA, SRINAGAR 
Notice Inviting Tender  

e-NIT No. STD I / 20 of 2026-27 dated 22.09.2026 
 

For and on behalf of the Managing Director KPDCL, e-Tenders, (In Two Cover 
System) is hereby invited from reputed A-class electrical contractors / registered 
firms/suppliers enlisted with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D/JKPDD,for the work mentioned 
below: 

S.No Description of 
Work 

Earnest 
Money (In 

Rs.) 

Cost of 
document 
(In Rs.) 

AA/TS Last date of submission 
of 

e-bid (online) 

 
 
 

01 

Shifting of 
33KV Habak-
Awantabhawan
-SKIMS line 
near 90 feet 
Road to pave 
way for 
construction of 
Double Storey 
Shop line for 
rehabilitation/ 
relocation of 
the existing 
Shop line. 

Rs10,100.00 
Ten 

Thousand   
One  

Hundred 
only “No 

Exceptions 
allowed for 

MSME 
holders” 

Rs.500.00 
(Five 

Hundred 
only) 
Non 

refundable 
“No 

Exceptions 
allowed for 

MSME 
holders” 

Accorded 
 

 
14/10/2026; 03:00 PM 

 

1. Document Download/Sale (start) 
Date. 23/09/2026 ; 09:00  AM 

2. Document Download /Sale (End) 
Date. 14/10/2026; 02:00 PM 

3 Bidding Queries/Clarifications 
 24/09/2026 up to 04.00 PM 

4. Bid Submission Start Date 25/09/2026;  09:00 AM 

5. Bid Submission End Date 14/10/2026; 03:00 PM 

6. Commercial/Technical Bid Opening 
Date & Time 15/10/2026; 02:00 PM 

7. Financial Bid Opening  Shall be declared later on for the technically qualified 
bidders 

8. Venue of Commercial/ Technical Bid 
Opening 

Electronically in the office of Executive Engineer STD-
Ist Bemina Srinagar, J&K.  

9. Cost of e-Bid document Rs.500.00 (Rupees Five Hundred only) Non 
refundable 

10. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit Rs.10100.00( TenThousand One Hundred only) 

11. AA/TS  Accorded 

The bidders need to submit the proof/ cost of e-Bid document as stated in the above table 
through non-refundable Demand Draft  pledged to Executive Engineer, STD-I, 
Bemina, Srinagar. The scanned copy of the Demand Draft  must be uploaded on e-
tendering portal in Commercial /Technical Bid Documents & hard copy of the same to be 

submitted in the office of theExecutive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagarbefore 
opening of techno-commercial bids. 
1. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of 
CDR/FDR only, pledged to the Executive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar. No Interest 
would be payable on Earnest Money deposited with the Department. 
2. Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD shall be submitted to the office of the 
Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar, before opening of techno-commercial bids. In 
case any bidder shall submit/upload the bid declaration instead of EMD, his bid shall be 
summarily rejected and shall not be considered for techno-commercial evaluation.   
3. The date and time of opening of financial bids shall be notified on web site 
http://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the qualified bidders automatically through an e-
mail message on their e-mail address. The financial bids shall be opened accordingly online 
on the same web site at the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar. 
4. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, 
who choose to attend at the identified venue on indicated date and time mentioned in the 
above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. 
An authority letter of bidder’ representative will be required to be produced. 
5. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e- Bids/ the e- Bid process 
without assigning any reason thereof .The decision of department will be final and binding. 
6. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being a holiday/closed day for 
department’s office then the due date for opening of e-Bids shall be the following working 
day at the same time and place. 
7.  All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by 
the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, whereas Price Schedule/BOQ should be up 
loaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD. 
8. To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate 
(DSC)’ As per InformationTechnologyAct-2000, to participate in online bidding. 
9. Hard copy of technical bid, technical specification and commercial bid 
documents (complete) of L1 Bidder must be delivered to the office of the 
Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar. 

The sealed cover shall be scribed as “Techno-Commercial Bid against e-
NIT No. STD-I/20 of 2026-27 dated 22/09/2026. 
10. The name of the L1 bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover. It 
may be noted that the hard copy should be an exact replica of the uploaded offer 
documents. For evaluation purposes the uploaded documents will be treated as authentic 
and final. The hard copy shall be used only for reference purpose.  
11. The name of the bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover. It may 
be noted that the hard copy should be an exact replica of the uploaded offer documents. For 
evaluation purposes the uploaded documents will be treated as authentic and final. The 
hard copy shall be used only for reference purpose.  
12. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. 
 Any other information regarding e-tendering process can be had from the office of the 
Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar 
 

                  Sd/-      
                                                                        Executive Engineer, 

                                                               Sub Transmission Division-I, 
                                                                         Bemina, Srinagar. 

  
No.:-     STD-I/3904-07    Dated:- 22/09/2026 
Copy to the:- 
1. Chief Engineer, (Distribution), KPDCL for information. 
2. Superintending Engineer, O&M KPDCL Circle-I, Srinagar for information. 
3. CEO IT & C Division Bemina for information. He is requested to upload the e-NIT on 
            the Departmental website 
4.  Joint Director Information for information. He is requested to publish the same 
           at least  in two leading Newspapers. 
 

DIPK-NB-1756/26
dated: 30-09-2026

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION-Ist 
(KPDCL), BEMINA, SRINAGAR

Notice Inviting Tender 
e-NIT No. STD I / 20 of 2026-27 dated 22.09.2026

Government of Jammu and Kashmir 

Higher Education Department Civil Secretariat, J&K
**
Subject:- Selection of candidates for the post of Assistant Professor (Commerce) in the Higher Education Department- Appointment 
thereof.

NOTICE
Mr. Naveed Anjum Mir S/o Mohd Hamayoon Mir R/o 002, Dildar Karnah as recommended by the J&K Public Service Commission vide 
Letter No. PSC/DR-HE/AP/Commerce/2023(7687416) Dated 09.01.2026 for the post of Assistant Professor (Commerce), is hereby 
directed to submit his e-mail Ids and Contact number as per Annexure-A in the Higher Education Department, Civil Secretariat, Jammu/
Srinagar in person or on official E-mail-id: hedjk.dispatch@jk.gov within a period of seven (7) days positively for uploading the same on 
the Employee Verification System (EVS), failing which it shall be presumed that he is not willing to take up his appointment as Assistant 
Professor in the Higher Education Department and he shall forfeit the right of appointment without any further notice.

(Sanjay Kumar Tickoo), JKAS
Deputy Secretary to the Government

No. HED-GAZ/385/2023-04(7331171)
DIPK-6262/26 	 Dated: 30.09.2026
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 03

ZUHR	 12:22

ASR	 4: 37
Magrib	 6: 23                   
ISHA	 7: 43

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
18  Rabi-Ul-Sani

1448

Director SKIMS Calls for 
Community-Wide CPR Training

•	 331 BC -  Alexander the Great defeats Darius III of Persia in 
the Battle of Gaugamela

•	 911  - During a siege in Constantinople, the Theotokos 
(Mary, the mother of Jesus) appeared at the church in 
Blachernae holding her veil over the praying faithful, 
among them St. Andrew of Constantinople.

•	 965  - John XIII Crescentii elected to succeed Pope Leo VIII
•	 1606  - Spanish troops under Spinola occupies fort Rhine 

birch
•	 1632  - Battle at Castelnaudary: Duke Henri de Montmo-

rency's rebel army loses
•	 1653 -  Russian parliament accepts annexation of Ukraine
•	 1768  - British troops under General Thomas Gage land in 

Boston
•	 1787 -  Russians under Suvorov defeat the Turks at Kin-

burn.
•	 1795 -  France annexes Southern Netherlands
•	 1795 -  Belgium is conquered by France.
•	 1800 -  Spain cedes Louisiana to France in a secret treaty
•	 1801  - Britain & France sign Preliminary of London
•	 1864 -  Cyclone strikes Calcutta: 70,000 killed
•	 1867 -  Karl Marx' "Das Kapital" published
•	 1887 Balochistan conquered by the British Empire.
•	 1904  - Netherlands and Portugal lay down boundaries 

splitting the island of Timor in two
•	 1918  - World War I: Arab forces under T. E. Lawrence 

("Lawrence of Arabia") capture Damascus
•	 1928 -  USSR launches its first 5-year plan
•	 1934 - Adolf Hitler expands German army and navy, vio-

lating Treaty of Versailles

Traffic Restrictions Announced 
for Kashmir Marathon Today
‘Boulevard Road from Lalit Ghat to Habbak to remain restricted from 6 am to 11 am’

Health & Medical Education Department, Govt. of J&K

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, ANANTNAG
College Campus, Dialgam Anantnag J&K-192210

Email ID: principal-gmca@jk.gov.in

Subject: Selection of candidate for the tenure post of Senior Resident in the Discipline of Anatomy, Government Medical College, Anantnag.

Notification No.: 18 GMCA OF 2026
Dated: 30-09-2026

Whereas, this office vide Advertisement Notice No. 10 GMCA of 2026, Dated: 10.06.2026 invited applications from the eligible candidates possessing 
requisite qualification for filling up tenure posts of Senior Resident/Demonstrator/Tutor (in-service/not in-service doctors) in the various disciplines 
of Government Medical College, Anantnag as per Criteria/Policy Guidelines for eligibility/selection of the tenured positions of Senior Residents/Tutors 
issued vide Government Order No. 383-JK (HME) of 2024, Dated: 20.06.2024; and
Whereas, in response to the aforesaid Advertisement Notice, this office received various application forms in different departments/disciplines; and 
Whereas, on scrutiny of application forms, it was found that the number of eligible applicants in the discipline of Anatomy were more than the number 
of available posts and the written test was therefore conducted on 11.09.2026 at Main Campus Dialgam as per Govt. Order No. 382-JK (HME) of 2024, 
Dated: 20.06.2024; and 
Whereas, the merit list of the candidates who appeared in the said written test was published vide this office notification dated 22.09.2026; 
Now, therefore, in light of the above, the selection list in the aforesaid discipline as indicated below is hereby notified for information to the concerned.

Name of Candidate Parentage Address Roll No. Whether In-Service

Mir Iffat Khurshid Mr. Khurshid Ahmad Mir Gudoora Pulwama 2779 No

The above candidate is hereby directed to report to the Office of the Principal, Government Medical College, Anantnag along with the following docu-
ments within 07 days from the date of issuance of this notification, for submission of online form through Employee Verification System (EVS) for 
verification of character and antecedents to the concerned candidate:
1. Application form (in coloured)
2. Photocopies of all uploaded certificates
3. Affidavit (attested by the 1st Class Judicial Magistrate) to the effect that: -
a) He/she is the domicile of Union Territory of J&K and is in possession of all requisite documents/certificates.
Email
b) He/she has not done senior residency/demonstratorship earlier within or outside J&K Union Territory. (only for those candidates who are applying 
afresh).
c) He/she has done months of senior residency/demonstratorship in the institution/medical college. (only for those candidates who or less than 30 
months of senior have already done 30 residency/demonstratorship).
d) The information submitted in the application form is true and correct and nothing has been concealed therein.
However, if the candidate fails to report the Office of the Principal, Government Medical College, Anantnag within the stipulated time, his/her selection 
in the concerned discipline shall forfeit without any further notice.
Note: - Mere issuance of this notification does not entitle the selected candidate to claim appointment/engagement.

Sd/-
Prof. (Dr.) Junaid S Wani, 

Principal, Govt. Medical College, 
Anantnag.

No. GMCA/Estt/2026/8512-20
DIPK-6289/26 
Dated:30 09-2026

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Traffic movement on 
Boulevard Road from Lalit Ghat up 
to Habbak will remain restricted 
from 06:00 am to 11:00 am today in 
view of the “Run for Unity” Kash-
mir Marathon-2026, Traffic Police 
said on Wednesday.

The marathon will be organised 
from Police Golf Course Lake View to 
Duck Park and back, with VIPs and 
participants from different walks of 
life expected to attend.

In an advisory, Traffic Police said 
traffic coming from R.M. Bagh towards 
Gupkar and Lalit would be diverted 
towards Badyari Dalgate for onward 
travel. No traffic, except participants, 
will be allowed on Gupkar Road until 
the event concludes.

It said motorists travelling to-
wards Nishat, Shalimar and Harwan 

have been advised to use the Dalgate-
Rainawari-Hazratbal-Zakoora-Burza-
hama-Tailbal-Chandpora-Shalimar 
route instead of Boulevard Road.

Similarly, motorists travelling 

from Harwan, Shalimar, Nishat and 
adjoining areas towards Lal Chowk 
have been advised to use the Shali-
mar-Chandpora-Tailbal-Burzahama-
Zakoora-Hazratbal route instead of the 
Nishat-Boulevard Road axis.

According to the advisory, mo-
torists travelling from Gulab Bagh, 
Zakoora, Naseembagh, Habbak and 
adjoining areas towards Lal Chowk 
have been advised to use the Habbak-
Dargah-Rainawari route instead of 
Foreshore Road.

“All participants have been ad-
vised to park their vehicles only at 
designated parking places at Zabar-
wan Park and the Botanical Garden. 
Vehicles parked wrongly on roadsides 
will be towed,” it reads, adding that 
emergency vehicles will be allowed to 
take the shortest route, while citizens 
requiring assistance can contact the 
Traffic Police Control Room at 103.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: On World Heart 
Day, Sher-i-Kashmir Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(SKIMS) launched 'CPR 360', 
a structured academic and 
community outreach initia-
tive to strengthen prepared-
ness for cardiac emergen-
cies and equip people with 
lifesaving cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) skills.

A key component of the 
launch was a hands-on com-
munity CPR workshop. Par-
ticipants came from diverse 
sections of society, including 
the Traffic Police, trekking 
community, schools and 
gymnasiums. They received 
practical demonstrations 
and training in basic CPR 
and other essential first-
response skills for cardiac 
arrest and life-threatening 
emergencies, and were pre-
sented with certificates of 
participation on completing 
the programme.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Director SKIMS & 
EOSG, Prof. M. Ashraf 
Ganie, stressed that lifesav-
ing skills such as CPR should 
not remain confined to hos-
pitals and healthcare profes-
sionals, but must reach the 
wider community.

"There is an urgent need 

to sensitise and train com-
munities at a much larger 
scale. Timely CPR and an 
appropriate first response 
can make a critical differ-
ence in saving a life. SKIMS 
has the expertise, infrastruc-
ture and human resources 
to lead this effort, and CPR 
360 should evolve into a sus-
tained, community-oriented 
programme," he said.

Prof. Ganie also highlight-
ed the potential of the proposed 
SKIMS Research Winter/Sum-
mer Fellowship Programme to 
involve students in structured 
academic learning, research 
and community outreach, cre-
ating a wider network of young 
health ambassadors who can 
spread health awareness and 
lifesaving skills.

On the occasion, Prof. 
Ganie released the Academ-
ic Curriculum and Training 
Module for the three-year 
Post-Doctoral Training Pro-
gramme in Cardiology, de-
veloped by the Department 
of Cardiology. The curricu-
lum provides a structured 
framework for advanced 
academic, clinical and proce-
dural training, and reflects 
SKIMS' commitment to de-
veloping specialised exper-
tise in the management and 
prevention of cardiovascu-
lar emergencies.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In order to expedite 
the ongoing development 
works, the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Akshay 
Labroo, on Wednesday con-
ducted an on-site inspection 
of Anchaar Jenab Sahib Sou-
ra and reviewed the progress 
of works being executed for 
the restoration and preserva-
tion of the historic spring at 
the site. In the occasion, the 
DC also interacted with local 
residents and listened to their 
developmental demands.

During the visit, the 
DC was accompanied by 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, 
IAS Probationer, Sai Kiran, 
Chief Planning Officer, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Execu-
tive Engineer R&B, Suhail 
Rashid, Executive Engineer 

KPDCL 4th, Nissar Ahmad, 
Executive Engineer, KPDCl 
3rd, Abrar Hussain, Teh-
sildar Eidgah, Mohammad 
Iqbal Zargar, Administra-
tor Jenab Sahib Soura and 
other concerned Officers.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner took 
stock of the ongoing works 
and reviewed various compo-
nents aimed at improving and 
preserving the historic spring 
while maintaining its heri-
tage and aesthetic character.

The DC was informed 
that the project has been allot-
ted a cost of Rs 1.20 crore and 
includes major components 
such as desilting of the pool 
area, dry boulder stone pitch-
ing on the floor bed, construc-
tion of a peripheral block with 
Devri stone tile cladding, and 
provision of ornamental grills 
around the periphery of the 
pool area in panels.

DC Conducts On-Site Inspection of 
Development Works at Anchaar

KU’S MENTAL 
HEALTH SERIES:

 Mental Well-
Being Matters 
for A Balanced, 
Productive Life: 
SEC Shantamanu

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As part of ongoing 
mental health series towards 
promoting mental health 
awareness and emotional 
well-being among students, 
employees and the wider 
university community, the 
Directorate of Physical Edu-
cation and Sports (DPE&S) 
University of Kashmir ( KU) 
organised a special session 
on mental health in collabo-
ration with the Art of Living 
Foundation on Wednesday.

The session was held in 
the Committee Room of the 
Administrative Block and 
was presided over by State 
Election Commissioner, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Shri 
Shantmanu, IAS(Retd).

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Shri Shantmanu, 
highlighted the importance 
of mental well-being in 
leading a balanced and pro-
ductive life.

He underlined the close 
relationship between men-
tal happiness, emotional 
stability and productivity 
and shared his personal ex-
perience of participating in 
mental health and wellness 
sessions conducted by the 
Art of Living Foundation.

He said that such 
practices had positively 
influenced his personal 
life as well as his profes-
sional functioning.

 Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Development In-
stitute (JKEDI), District Office Sri-
nagar on Wednesday commenced 
the 13th Management Development 
Programme (MDP) under the Rais-

ing and Accelerating MSME Per-
formance (RAMP) scheme at Saida 
Kadal, Srinagar.

The programme was formally 
inaugurated by Shabir Hussain 
Shah, District Nodal Officer, JKE-
DI Srinagar.

The programme aims to equip 
existing entrepreneurs with essential 

managerial, financial and strategic 
skills to enhance their business sus-
tainability and growth.

In his inaugural address, Shabir 
Hussain Shah highlighted the sig-
nificance of the RAMP scheme in 
strengthening the MSME ecosystem 
and urged participants to take full ad-
vantage of the expert-led sessions.

JKEDI Commences 13th Management Development Programme

All participants have 
been advised to park 
their vehicles only at 
designated parking 
places at Zabarwan 
Park and the Botanical 
Garden. Vehicles parked 
wrongly on roadsides will 
be towed

File Pic
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Build From Within

M
ultiple times a day, people in Kashmir gather at mosques and 
other faith centres. They come to pray, but these places also 
bring neighbours together. People discuss families, prices, 
roads, schools, illness and the problems facing their neighbour-

hoods. The discussion is often about this world as much as the next.
One issue now needs far greater attention: what type of future will 

Kashmir’s young people inherit?
Unemployment has become one of the hardest economic problems fac-

ing families. Parents worry about children spending years preparing for 
government examinations, only to face limited openings and long recruit-
ment processes. Young people with degrees often find a private sector too 
small to absorb their ambitions.

Government has an important role here, but the government cannot 
build the entire economy by itself. Kashmir’s communities need to ask 
what they can do with the resources, trust and local networks already 
within their reach.

Mosques and community organisations could become starting points 
for such an effort. A neighbourhood, for example, could pool modest con-
tributions to establish a small food-processing unit, workshop, packaging 
centre, repair business, cold-storage facility or digital service company. 
Several families investing manageable sums could create an enterprise 
that serves the local area while employing young people from it.

The idea does not need communities to become corporations. It simply 
asks them to become economic participants.

A small unit will not solve Kashmir’s employment crisis. But thou-
sands of such initiatives could begin filling one of the biggest holes in the 
region’s economy: a strong private sector rooted in local communities.

The same principle can apply to public spaces and basic services. If a 
lane needs repair, a playground needs maintenance or a community facil-
ity needs improvement, residents do not have to assume that nothing can 
happen until a government department arrives. Communities can identify 
the problem, contribute where they can and work with the administration 
to complete the job.

That does not reduce the government’s responsibility. It can make 
government action easier and faster. Where citizens organise themselves 
around a clear need, officials have a partner rather than another unre-
solved demand.

Kashmir already possesses something many places spend years trying 
to build: dense social connections. The challenge is to direct some of that 
collective strength toward economic and civic problems.

The future of a child in a Kashmiri neighbourhood cannot rest entirely 
on a government vacancy. A community that can come together to help 
a family in distress can also come together to create a small enterprise. 
A mosque that brings people together for prayer can also become a place 
where neighbours discuss how to create work for their children.

Kashmir does not have to wait for someone else to begin. It can begin 
with what it already has, and build from there.
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A
uditors going through the records of Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s lakes found that 315 of 
them, 45 per cent of the total and 1,537.07 
hectares of water, have disappeared from 

official records. 
Eighty belonged to the Forest and Wildlife De-

partment and 235 to Revenue and Agriculture, so the 
loss lies in the files of two separate departments. 

Across 518 lakes that have vanished or 
shrunk, the Comptroller and Auditor General 
named encroachment, siltation and untreated 
sewage, along with land-use change, deforesta-
tion and altered catchments. 

Government conservation reached six lakes, 
Dal, Wular, Hokersar, Manasbal, Surinsar and 
Mansar, while the Forest Department identified no 
eligible water bodies among the other 691 and made 
no plans to seek ministry assistance.

Even Dal, the best known of them, showed land 
unacquired from its dwellers, malfunctioning sew-
age treatment plants, ineffective de-weeding and 
weak monitoring. 

The auditors recommended a specialised au-
thority staffed with hydrological engineers, wet-
land ecologists, limnologists and remote sensing 
and GIS specialists, because lakes double as natu-
ral flood buffers. 

A region that sells itself on tulips, mustard 
fields and almond blossom on the karewas of Pul-
wama and Budgam, with the Himalayas and the Pir 
Panjal behind them, is losing the water that holds 
the picture together.

The air has slipped the same way. 
In the Swachh Vayu Survekshan, the Central 

Pollution Control Board’s clean-air survey un-
der the National Clean Air Programme, Srinagar 
ranked 26th among 39 cities with a population of 
one million or more. It had ranked fourth in the first 
survey in 2023.

Delhi, long associated with toxic winter smog, 
ranked 21st with 172 points, compared with Sri-
nagar’s 162.6. Lucknow, Indore, Jabalpur and Bho-
pal led the rankings.

Last year, the Air Quality Index touched almost 
300, and this autumn and early winter look worse. 

Sanitation staff burn municipal waste in the 
open, dust goes uncontrolled, vehicles multiply, il-
legal cement plants and stone crushers run without 
checks, and construction and demolition waste has 
no system to receive it, while authorities say little to 
residents about what they are breathing.

Money was available to change this. 
Between 2019 and June 2022, Jammu and Kash-

mir received Rs 21 crore under the clean air pro-
gramme and spent Rs 12 lakh, about 0.5 per cent. Gu-
jarat received Rs 12 crore and spent all of it, Andhra 
Pradesh spent Rs 22 crore of Rs 34 crore, and Him-
achal Pradesh spent Rs 6.30 crore of Rs 10 crore. 

More than half of the 130 non-attainment cities 
used less than half of what the programme and the 
15th Finance Commission released, so the valley lies 
at the extreme end of a national habit, and spending 
under one per cent in three years tells residents how 
seriously their survival was treated.

Srinagar has already paid for its lost buffers. 
The 2014 floods affected around two million 

people, killed hundreds and left large parts of the 
city under several feet of water for days, after un-
planned urbanisation, encroached riverbanks and 
wetlands and poorly maintained spill channels en-
larged the disaster. 

The World Bank provided Rs 1,500 crore in 2015 
for the Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project, and 
CAG report number 07 of 2025 found 174 of 213 proj-
ects complete by December 2023. 

The retrofitting of critical buildings and the 
Hydro Meteorological action plan, both written into 
the appraisal document, never happened. Monitor-
ing fell short of Bank guidelines, the steering com-
mittee met irregularly and no operational manual 
was prepared. 

New projects were built in place of the dam-
aged roads, bridges, drainage systems and retaining 
walls, against the guidelines.

The water, in the meantime, keeps coming. 
Cloudbursts have hit the Pir Panjal and the 

Chenab valley, the Amarnath ice lingam is melting 
fast, and untreated waste has piled into mountains. 

Figures placed before the Legislative Assembly 
for 2025-26 and 2026-27 count 3,959 roads, 5,597 water-
supply schemes and 24,416 residential structures 
damaged, along with crops and livestock. 

Last year’s cloudburst in Chisoti village in 
Kishtwar killed more than 75 people, and a fresh 
one has sent flash floods and mudslides through 
Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban, halting traffic on the 
Jammu-Doda-Kishtwar highway. 

Unless precautions are taken in letter and spir-
it, another flood cannot be ruled out.

Beneath all this, the riverbeds are being dug 
away. Illegal mining of sand, gravel and boulders 
has intensified from Kathua to Kupwara and from 
Budgam to Baramulla. Illegal earth mining has hit 
the karewas of Budgam, Pulwama, Baramulla and 
Anantnag, which has drawn the National Green Tri-
bunal’s attention. 

A report from the J&K Pollution Control Com-
mittee counted 18 lakh metric tons of clay, sand and 
gravel excavated from just two villages, Gowherpora 
and Zadoora. Tribunal action has curbed machines 
on the Doodh Ganga, Shaliganga and Sukhnag, but 
manual extraction goes on, and the accumulated 
damage has transformed the river channels.

The Supreme Court expressed concern over ille-
gal mining in the Shaliganga stream, in a case titled 
Government of J&K v. Raja Muzaffar Bhat, Civil 
Appeal No. 8055 of 2022. After its judgement of 22 
August 2025, the committee imposed Rs 3.10 crore in 
environmental compensation on NKC Projects Pvt 
Ltd in February 2026, payable within three months. 

Six months on, the sum stands at Rs 12.30 crore, 
and the committee has asked the National High-
ways Authority of India to recover it from the com-
pany’s pending bills, as the Mining Minister told the 
Assembly in reply to the Chadoora MLA.

That fine is the fastest-growing figure in this 
record, and a court pushed it upward. Piecemeal 
responses no longer match the scale of the damage, 
so climate adaptation has to guide infrastructure 
planning, pilgrimage management, mining enforce-
ment, waste processing, groundwater protection 
and disaster preparedness through one coordinated 
strategy with measurable goals and public account-
ability. 

Declarations alone cannot solve a survival cri-
sis. The real test is what reaches the ground.

— K.P. Yadaw is a former Director General of 
Audit, Government of India, and retired Principal 
Accountant General of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh in October 2025. Raja Muzaffar Bhat is a 
Kashmir-based environmental activist and policy 

analyst who chairs the J&K Climate Action Group 
and founded the J&K RTI Movement.

Kashmir in the Audit Books
An unspent clean air grant, a flood recovery plan that skipped 

its flood defences and a fine that tripled in six months point to a 
disparity between what Kashmir is told and what it does.

Farooq Ahmad Khan

A
n apple grower spends most of a year on a single 
crop. He tends the orchard through winter and 
spring, pays for pruning, fertiliser, pesticide, la-
bour, packing material and transport, and stays 

exposed to weather, disease and a market he cannot predict. 
When the fruit lands in the mandi, the man who invested 

the most in producing it holds the least power over its price.
The custom behind that outcome is old. 
Buyers and commission agents signal their bids by hid-

ing their hands under a handkerchief or piece of cloth. What-
ever history lies behind the practice, it feels out of place in an 
age of digital payments and instant messages.

The cloth hardly matters, but what happens under it does. 
A grower who has sent hundreds of boxes hundreds or 

thousands of kilometres away depends on his agent to tell 
him what happened. Who bid what? How many bidders took 
part? Was the highest bid accepted? What price did each 
grade fetch, and does the figure in the account statement 
match the price at which the lot actually sold? 

A grower who cannot check these answers must simply 
trust them, and trust makes a poor substitute for a record.

The remedy is modest. Any sale should be open to veri-
fication: the price, the purchaser, the weight or number of 
packages, the commission, the market charges and the net 
amount payable, all recorded where the grower can see them. 

An electronic auction, an SMS confirmation or a photo-
graph of the accepted bid would settle most disputes before 
they begin. Banks record transactions worth crores within 
seconds, so the price of a farmer’s produce has no business 
hiding under a handkerchief.

Transparency solves half the problem, the other half 
lives in the fruit. 

An apple is not land, gold or machinery, and once picked 
it cannot sit with the grower while he waits for a better buy-
er. The buyer knows this, the agent knows it, and the grower 
knows it best. 

At peak harvest, thousands of growers enter the market 
together, trucks pull in one behind another, and the mandis 
absorb huge quantities within a short window. 

The grower has already paid for harvesting, grading, 
packing and transport, and hauling the boxes back from a 
distant mandi makes no economic sense. 

One side of the bargain can wait and the other cannot, 
which is where distress selling begins.

The useful question therefore changes. Asking how 
the grower can win a fairer price today assumes he must 
sell today. A better question asks how he can avoid selling 
today at all. 

He needs two freedoms: to know the true price of his 
fruit, and to refuse a bad price because the fruit is spoiling. 
Transparency supplies the first, while storage and process-
ing supply the second.

Premium apples, scientifically graded, can go into Con-
trolled Atmosphere or modern cold storage and reach the 
market gradually instead of chasing buyers in one harvest 
window. Time then works for the grower. 

But Controlled Atmosphere capacity is limited and cost-
ly, and not every apple justifies the expense. The larger gain 
comes from value addition, which turns an apple fetching a 
poor price as fresh fruit into dried apple, chips, juice, concen-
trate, jam, jelly or vinegar, all of which keep longer.

Kashmir’s crop falls into three streams, and each needs 
its own route. 

Premium, well-coloured, well-sized fruit should stay 
fresh, with professional grading, attractive packaging, 
branding and, where commercially viable, controlled-atmo-
sphere storage. 

Smaller or less attractive apples can be turned into dried 
slices or chips. Drying removes the moisture that spoils fruit, 
leaving a lighter product that takes up less space, travels eas-
ily and, when properly packaged, lasts much longer.

A grower who cannot hold fresh apples may hold pack-
aged dried apple and choose the time and place of sale. 

Fruit unfit for either route can go to juice, pulp, vinegar 
and jam. The grower’s question then becomes the form in 
which an apple earns its best value.

Processing brings a danger of its own. If a few large in-
termediaries capture the plants, the grower simply exchang-
es his dependence on a commission agent for dependence on 
the owner of the only plant in the district. 

The answer lies in grower-accessible and, where pos-
sible, grower-owned facilities. 

Farmer Producer Organisations, cooperatives and 
groups of orchardists can run common centres for washing, 
grading, slicing, drying, juice extraction, pasteurisation, 
packaging and storage, serving a village, a cluster of villages 
or a whole apple-producing block. 

Policy already allows for this. 
The Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Pro-

cessing Enterprises framework gives credit-linked assis-
tance to processing units and to common infrastructure. 

Shopian apple already appears in the National Horticul-
ture Board’s Cluster Development Programme, whose frame-
work covers post-harvest management, value addition, logis-
tics, marketing and branding. 

The language exists, but the facilities, visible and open 

to the ordinary orchardist, do not.
Picture such a centre beside a major apple belt. A grower 

brings his fruit, and electronic scales weigh and grade it. 
The best grade is packed for fresh sale or storage, the next is 
washed, sliced and dried, and processing-grade fruit goes to 
juice, pulp or vinegar. 

Every kilogram is accounted for. The grower knows 
what quantity went in, what finished quantity came out and 
what processing charge was deducted, and he may sell at 
once, market collectively through the growers’ organisation 
or keep ownership for a later sale. 

The same records can follow the product to the shelf, 
where a packet with a common Kashmir brand could name 
the variety, the producing area and the processing unit, with 
a QR code for traceability. 

A brand that means only a colourful carton is decora-
tion, but a brand built on quality, consistency and consumer 
confidence is worth something.

Value also grows after the fruit leaves the orchard. 
It is graded, packed, stored, transported, processed, 

branded and retailed, and somebody earns at every stage. 
The grower collects his share at the first and weakest link. 
No economic law confines him to supplying raw material. 

A cooperative that exists only on paper, or to collect gov-
ernment concessions, squanders its purpose. 

Its purpose is to let small producers own together what 
none could afford alone. One grower cannot buy a dehydra-
tion unit, but five hundred growers can.

Processing also corrects an unspoken injustice. 
Fresh-fruit markets judge an apple by its size, colour, 

shape and freedom from surface blemish, and price follows 
the judgment. 

An apple that fails that cosmetic test may still be per-
fectly fit to eat. 

Under a handkerchief, the price is hidden from the grow-
er, and under the cosmetic standard, the worth of a sound 
apple goes unseen.

— 
The author is an advocate practising the High Court 

of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh at Srinagar. He can be 
reached at advofarooqahmadkhan@gmail.com.

Hanky-Panky Under the Handkerchief?
Open bidding would show the grower what his fruit fetched, but only storage 

and grower-owned processing would let him decide when to sell at all.

An electronic auction, 
an SMS confirmation or a 
photograph of the accepted 
bid would settle most disputes 
before they begin. Banks record 
transactions worth crores within 
seconds, so the price of a farmer’s 
produce has no business hiding 
under a handkerchief.

A region that 
sells itself on tulips, 
mustard fields and 
almond blossom on the 
karewas of Pulwama 
and Budgam, with the 
Himalayas and the Pir 
Panjal behind them, 
is losing the water 
that holds the picture 
together.
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People froze for a 
moment, then walked 
back slowly, because 
years of living like this 
had taught everyone 
to accept moments 
such as these, and 
to keep moving even 
when the system fails.

India’s animal-protection framework was written in 1960. The 
High Court’s intervention suggests that the social and technological 
world surrounding that law has changed considerably since then. 
Animal abuse can now become recorded content, circulate within 
minutes and reach vast audiences. The statutory punishment, in 
many instances, remains measured in amounts that began as small 
fines decades ago.

A 1960 Law in a New Age
While freeing a man detained over alleged bovine smuggling, a Kashmir court found 

serious flaws in his detention and called for tougher penalties for animal cruelty.

Sanjeev Sirohi

At the Srinagar Bench of the 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court, the 

case of Anwar Jan had little to do 
with animal welfare when it first 
reached the courtroom.

Jan had been placed under pre-
ventive detention under the J&K 
Public Safety Act after a record that 
included several criminal cases and 
seven cases linked to alleged bovine 
smuggling.

The Division Bench of Justice 
Sanjeev Kumar and Justice Mohd 
Yousuf Wani eventually quashed 
his detention order. Then, before 
closing the case, the judges turned 
to the law governing animal cruelty 
and found it badly out of step with 
the harm it seeks to prevent.

The judgment, Anwar Jan 
(Choudhary) v. Union Territory of J&K 
& Others, was pronounced on Sept. 
24 and uploaded the following day. 
The court’s intervention came after 
Jan challenged a June 30 decision 
that had upheld his preventive de-
tention. His detention order had been 
issued by the District Magistrate of 
Anantnag on Dec. 1, 2025.

The record before the Division 
Bench was extensive.

Jan had been arrested in connec-
tion with FIRs registered in 2015, 
2017, 2021 and 2022. He had also 
faced an earlier preventive deten-
tion order in 2018, which the High 
Court quashed in April 2019. Seven 
FIRs connected to alleged bovine 
smuggling followed in 2022.

Those cases invoked provisions 
of the Indian Penal Code along with 
Section 11 of the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960.

A further detention order came 
in January 2023. Jan challenged that 
order as well, and the High Court 
stayed it in February 2023. Two 
more FIRs followed in 2025.

By the time the latest detention 
order was issued, Jan was already in 
custody in connection with one of 

those cases.
That fact became central to the 

appeal.
The judges found that the deten-

tion record failed to show aware-
ness that Jan was already behind 
bars. The authority also failed to re-
cord a compelling reason for invok-
ing preventive detention against 
someone already in custody.

Supreme Court precedents, the 
Bench said, require a genuine as-
sessment of the possibility that 
a person may secure release and 
resume prejudicial activities be-
fore preventive detention can be 
invoked.

The record also omitted signifi-
cant information about Jan’s bail 
position.

He had secured bail in one 2025 
case, while his bail plea in another 
had been rejected by a trial court 
and remained pending before 
the High Court when the deten-
tion order was issued. The judges 
found that the detention author-
ity had failed to account for those 
developments.

Another defect concerned the 
description of the charges in one 
FIR.

The detention order cited five 
provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, while the FIR contained 
three. The judges treated the error 
as evidence that the authority had 
relied mechanically on the police 
dossier. Such inaccuracies, they held, 
could impair a detainee’s constitu-
tional right to make an effective rep-
resentation under Article 22(5).

The timing of the detention 
raised another problem. The order 
was issued on Dec. 1, 2025, while 
authorities executed it on Dec. 19. 
The government gave no explana-
tion for the 18-day delay.

Then came the detail that the 
Bench regarded as decisive.

Five days before the detention 
order was issued, the office of the 
Director General of Prisons had al-
ready directed that Jan be lodged at 
District Jail Bhaderwah under pre-
ventive detention laws. That com-
munication followed a letter from 
the District Magistrate concerning 
jail arrangements. The judges con-
cluded that the sequence suggested 
that the decision to detain Jan had 
already been taken before the for-
mal order was issued.

The court therefore quashed the 
detention order and directed that 
Jan be released if another case did 
not require his custody.

The judges then widened the 
lens.

Their observations on animal 
welfare emerged from the same 
allegations that had formed part 
of the detention case. The Bench 
traced India’s animal-protection 
tradition to ideas such as ahimsa, or 
non-violence, and dharma, or duty. 
It referred to the special cultural 
place occupied by cows, elephants 
and buffaloes and recognised the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Act of 1960 as a significant legisla-
tive step.

Then the judgment confronted 
the law’s central weakness.

The Act’s penalties for certain 
forms of cruelty remain remark-
ably small. Section 11 provides for 
fines of ₹10 to ₹50 for a first offence. 
Subsequent offences can attract a 
fine of ₹25 to ₹100, imprisonment 

of up to three months, or both.
The scale of those penalties has 

drawn criticism for years, including 
in parliamentary discussion of ani-
mal cruelty laws.

The High Court connected those 
amounts to the changing ways ani-
mals are abused. It pointed to cases 
in which people record acts of cru-
elty and post the videos on social 
media for views.

Such conduct creates a disturb-
ing mismatch between the seri-
ousness of the suffering and the 
consequences available under the 
principal animal-protection law.

The judges put the issue in hu-
man terms. Animals experience 
pain, stress and fear, they said, 
while the legal system continues in 
significant respects to treat them 
as objects or property. The court 
called for legislation that formally 

recognises animal sentience and 
replaces nominal fines with impris-
onment and substantially heavier 
penalties.

The observations also highlight-
ed Kashmir’s own tensions sur-
rounding bovine smuggling.

The Bench said such smuggling 
constitutes a criminal offence and 
can also offend the religious senti-
ments of a large section of India’s 
population. Where such activity is 
established, the judges said, law en-
forcement agencies must act firmly 
and according to law.

That final qualification is central 
to the judgment.

The court’s concern over animal 
cruelty did not become a justifica-
tion for bypassing constitutional 
protections.

The Bench expressly said preven-
tive detention cannot substitute 

ordinary criminal prosecution. 
Articles 21 and 22 impose manda-
tory safeguards, and authorities 
must respect them even when alle-
gations involve activities capable of 
disturbing public order. Criminality, 
the judges said, calls for diligent 
and expeditious prosecution under 
ordinary law.

That principle gives the judgment 
its wider significance.

The court simultaneously de-
manded stronger protection for 
animals and stronger protection 
for constitutional liberty. A seri-
ous allegation, however troubling, 
still has to move through lawful 
procedures.

A law intended to protect animals 
also has to impose consequences 
that correspond to the suffering it 
seeks to prevent.

India’s animal-protection frame-
work was written in 1960. The 
High Court’s intervention suggests 
that the social and technological 
world surrounding that law has 
changed considerably since then. 
Animal abuse can now become re-
corded content, circulate within 
minutes and reach vast audiences. 
The statutory punishment, in many 
instances, remains measured in 
amounts that began as small fines 
decades ago.

The case therefore leaves two le-
gal messages in the same judgment. 
Authorities cannot use preventive 
detention as a shortcut around con-
stitutional safeguards. Legislatures, 
the court suggested, can also no 
longer treat animal cruelty as an of-
fence whose consequences remain 
almost symbolic.

The man at the centre of the case 
was ordered released because the 
state failed to follow the rules gov-
erning his detention. The animals 
mentioned in the judgment remain 
subject to a law the judges said 
needs stronger consequences.

Together, those conclusions point 
to the same principle: the serious-
ness of state power, and the seri-
ousness of suffering inflicted on 
living beings, ultimately depends 
on whether the law gives both re-
alities meaningful weight.

— The author is an advocate 

based in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. 

He writes on legal developments, 

court judgments and issues 

concerning law and public policy, 

and can be reached at sanjeevsiro-

himrt@gmail.com.

The Night Bonahama Went Dark
With power out for days, villagers repaired the line themselves as a sick mother, medicines and exams added to the pressure.

Ansar Hussain

I had my hand halfway to the plate 
when the mosque loudspeaker 
started crackling.
The announcement cut through the 

house just as lunch sat steaming on 
the floor. The room held that heavy 
feeling of a winter afternoon that ev-
eryone here knows so well.

Snow days stretch time in a silent 
way, making meals slower, the world 
softer, and it is easy to lose track of the 
day.

So hearing that voice made the day 
feel different, like a sudden emergen-
cy had come to interrupt a lazy winter 
routine.

The mosque message came fast and 
uneasy, saying that the electricity line 
had broken under the snowfall from 
Friday.

Three days had already passed 
without power, and now the villagers 
were being asked to go out and fix it 
themselves.

Everyone listening understood im-
mediately what this meant without 
anyone spelling it out.

I stepped outside soon after, and 
the cold hit my face, mixed with the 
smell of snow and wet earth. White 
patches were still clung stubbornly to 
the rooftops and fences, as if they had 
no plans to leave.

Along the narrow road, neighbours 
were walking in the same direction, 
wrapped in worn pherans, boots 
soaked through with slush.

Their faces reflected the tired look 
that comes after living through win-
ters like this for years.

Even though we were all walking 
toward the same problem, there was 
a sense of familiarity, like this was 
something we had done many times 
before.

When we gathered around the pole 
where the wire hung loose, people 
talked all at once.

One man pointed upward and dis-
cussed who would climb first, while 
another looked up at the wires, mea-
suring the risk. And then a few people 
laughed, a little nervous and relieved.

That small sound made the task feel 
a little smaller, a little less frightening, 
as words in Kashmiri flew back and 
forth and courage spread from one 
person to another.

This work did not belong to us, at 
least on paper, because climbing poles 
and handling live wires is supposed 
to be done by trained staff, by offi-
cial teams. But over the years, villag-
ers here had learned another way of 
getting through winter, passing tools 
from house to house, trusting the 
hands of people used to hard work.

Every snowfall added another story 
like this to our lives.

Bonahama is described as a for-
ward-looking village in official files, a 
place with development and progress. 
But life here tells a very different sto-
ry through flickering bulbs and long 
hours spent waiting.

Standing there in the cold, watch-
ing people decide who would climb 
next, that label of progress felt far 
away, because here progress is often 
what happens when people hold each 

other up when the system does not 
show up.

Near the edge of the group stood 
a man who barely spoke. His hands 
were deep inside his pheran, and he 
was moving slowly. When someone 
asked if the electricity would come 
back that day, he replied in a low, 
strained voice that sounded like a 
question more than an answer. The 
worry in it had nothing to do with 
comfort.

His mother was at home critically 
ill, on an oxygen ventilator, and every 
hour without power tightened the 
pressure on the family.

He spoke of electricity as the differ-
ence between life and darkness. His 
words came from long nights spent 
listening to breath and waiting for 
light.

Others shared their worries nearby.

A shopkeeper spoke about medi-
cines that could spoil without elec-
tricity, a student mentioned exams 
that were getting closer by the day, 
and another man talked about days 
spent feeling unclean and worn out.

Electricity here touches every part 
of life, from health and work to the 
smallest daily routines.

As the afternoon went on, people 
took turns climbing, holding ladders, 
passing tools, guiding hands from 
below, and the repair slowly came to-
gether, built on years of care and trust 
that everyone knew from living this 
way.

By evening the power flowed again 
through the line. The repair looked 
rough, but hope spread across faces.

Soft claps broke out, and smiles 
appeared as people thought of lights 
coming back at home, warm tea 

waiting, and a night that would feel a 
little easier.

Later, the officials arrived, and the 
mood shifted immediately.

Instead of checking the repair or 
ensuring safety, they disconnected 
the line again, leaving people in 
darkness once more without a clear 
explanation.

Homes went dark again, includ-
ing the house where the old woman 
struggled to breathe as cold pressed 
in and snow reflected the dim sky.

People froze for a moment, then 
walked back slowly, because years of 
living like this had taught everyone to 
accept moments such as these, and to 
keep moving even when the system 
fails.

As I walked home, one question 
stayed with me: how long can people 
keep doing work that is meant for 

others to handle?
Every snowfall in Kashmir tests 

wires and poles, and it also shows 
the space between the people who 
struggle to live and the systems that 
are supposed to serve them.

When villagers climb electric poles 
in freezing weather, it says a lot about 
care, courage, and the gaps left behind 
by those who should be responsible.

That evening, the loudspeaker 
stayed silent, the wires stayed dark, 
and in Bonahama, a son sat beside 
his mother, watching the hours pass, 
trusting that the light would come 
back through the hands of people 
standing together, the way it always 
has.

—The author works as Multimedia 

Editor at Kashmir Observer.
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CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

J&K Assembly Adjourned
Two government resolutions were 

moved and adopted during the session, 
including the resolution seeking resto-
ration of full statehood to Jammu and 
Kashmir and another urging amend-
ment of the Right to Education Act, 
2009, to exempt teachers from the 
mandatory Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) 
requirement.

Statehood Resolution Triggers Political 
Face-off

The resolution seeking immediate res-
toration of full statehood to J&K emerged 
as the most politically contentious issue 
of the session.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah moved 
the resolution, which referred to ear-
lier resolutions adopted by the erstwhile 
state legislature in 2000 and by the J&K 
Legislative Assembly in 2024.

The resolution was passed amid a 
walkout by BJP members, who objected 
to its contents and the manner in which 
it was taken up. BJP legislators ques-
tioned the adequacy of discussion and 
opposed the government's position on 
statehood.

Leader of Opposition Sunil Sharma 
and other BJP members strongly criti-
cised the resolution, while Jugal Kishore 
Sharma alleged that sufficient discus-
sion had not been allowed. BJP members 
also raised the issue outside the House 
in Jammu.

BJP MLA Sunil Sharma also urged Chief 
Secretary Atal Dulloo not to forward the 
resolution to the Union Government.

Bureaucracy Comes Under Legislative 
Scrutiny

The role of senior bureaucrats became 
another major flashpoint after PDP MLA 
Waheed Para moved a privilege motion 
against Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo and 
Law Secretary Achal Sethi over their re-
ported involvement in questioning as-
pects of the statehood resolution.

Para argued that legal or administra-
tive advice from officers could not con-
strain the legislative authority of the 
House. He also said he had reservations 
regarding the substance, language and 
clarity of the statehood resolution itself.

Sajad Lone, Irfan Lone and CPI(M) 
MLA M.Y. Tarigami also raised concerns 
over the issue, with Lone describing the 
reported intervention as unprecedented 
and unacceptable.

Social Media Journalism Policy 
Proposed

The government also disclosed that a 
new policy for social media journalists 
was being prepared.

Information Minister Sakeena Itoo 
said a House committee headed by 
Ali Mohammad Sagar had examined 
the issue and given the Information 
Department four months to formulate 
rules and regulations.

The proposed framework is expected 
to address misleading, abusive and de-
famatory content on social media plat-
forms. Members, however, cautioned 
against using regulation as a means of 
censorship.

Waheed Para warned against restric-
tions that could undermine freedom of 
expression, while Itoo said political par-
ties and politicians also had a responsi-
bility to prevent misuse of social media.

The government also indicated that 
scrutiny of social media journalism and 
possible regulations concerning its func-
tioning would form part of the proposed 
policy.

Mehraj Malik Marshalled Out of 
House

AAP Doda MLA Mehraj Malik was 
marshalled out of the Assembly after 
entering the Well during Question Hour 
while protesting that he had not been al-
lowed to speak.

The Speaker directed that Malik be 
removed from the House. Malik had also 
raised allegations regarding the with-
drawal of his security personnel and 
driver.

Salary Bills Become Another 
Flashpoint

The proposed salary Bills concerning 
legislators and ministers also triggered a 
political confrontation.

Altaf Kaloo alleged that BJP members 
had opposed the proposal after their rec-
ommendations concerning salaries were 
not accepted. BJP MLA Sham Lal Sharma 
rejected the allegation and said the gov-
ernment had itself withdrawn the Bills.

The BJP argued that resources should 
instead be directed towards issues such 
as the regularisation and welfare of dai-
ly-wage workers. Speaker Abdul Rahim 
Rather said the matter had already been 
closed.

RTE Resolution Seeks TET Exemption
The Assembly also adopted a govern-

ment resolution urging the Government 
of India to amend the Right to Education 
Act, 2009, to exempt teachers from 
the mandatory Teacher Eligibility Test 
requirement.

The resolution was one of the two 
government resolutions adopted during 
the session, the other being the resolu-
tion seeking restoration of full statehood 
to J&K.

Legislative Business
The government introduced eight Bills 

during the session, of which six were 
passed while two were withdrawn.

On the Private Members’ Bills side, 49 
Bills from previous sessions and 23 fresh 
Bills were received. Of the fresh Bills, 22 
were admitted and one was disallowed. 
Only one Private Members’ Bill was tak-
en up during the session.

The House received 646 questions, 
including 328 starred and 318 unstarred 

questions. A total of 625 questions were 
listed, while one was withdrawn and 25 
disallowed.

The Assembly also received 79 Calling 
Attention Notices, with 56 admitted and 
23 disallowed.

As many as 70 Private Members’ reso-
lutions were received. Seven were listed 
and one was taken up, but it was not 
adopted.

Over One Lakh Workers Registered
The session saw several disclo-

sures concerning employment and 
recruitment.

The government informed the House 
that 1,00,501 casual and other workers 
had been registered through Aadhaar-
based biometric identification and skill 
profiling.

However, the committee examining 
regularisation of such workers had not 
yet finalised a policy or timeline for their 
regularisation.

The Jammu and Kashmir Public 
Service Commission and Jammu and 
Kashmir Services Selection Board re-
ceived more than 21 lakh applications 
over three financial years, generating 
over Rs 113 crore in application fees for 
15,964 posts.

Rs 2,984 Crore Spent Against Rs 10,641 
Crore Released

The government also disclosed that 
Rs 2,984 crore had been spent against Rs 
10,641.80 crore released under district 
allocations, from a total allocation of Rs 
16,926.95 crore.

On food distribution, more than 2.25 
lakh beneficiaries had been added to 
the ration system since January, while 
56,664 beneficiaries were deleted.

The government said 100 per cent 
Aadhaar seeding had been achieved and 
clarified that the ineligibility of an indi-
vidual beneficiary would not ordinarily 
result in cancellation of an entire ration 
card.

Electricity Tariff Hiked
The government informed the House 

that domestic electricity tariffs had been 
increased by 15 to 25 paise per unit, 
while the fixed charge was raised from 
Rs 8 to Rs 10 per kilowatt per month.

Around 66 per cent of the consumer 
base had been covered by smart meter-
ing, while 714 feeders had been desig-
nated for round-the-clock power supply.

Jal Jeevan Mission Report Taken Up
The House also took up the report of 

the committee examining implementa-
tion of the Jal Jeevan Mission.

An exchange took place after Jal 
Shakti Minister Javed Rana suggested 
that the matter had already been con-
cluded while committee chairman and 
MLA Hasnain Masoodi was briefing the 
House.

The Speaker intervened and allowed 
the committee's observations to be 
placed before the House.

Speaker Calls for Constructive Debate
In his concluding remarks, Speaker 

Abdul Rahim Rather said his responsibil-
ity was to facilitate members in raising 
issues concerning the people.

He said he had attempted to accom-
modate members irrespective of their 
political affiliation and reiterated that 
he did not belong to any party. He also 
favoured longer sittings, saying they 
provided members greater opportunity 
to raise public concerns.

Rather said protests and disruptions 
were normal in legislatures but stressed 
that they should remain constructive. He 
noted that he could have ordered more 
members to be marshalled out but chose 
to exercise patience during the session.

He also said efforts were made to en-
sure that questions and legislative busi-
ness were not allowed to go waste.

Speaker Praises CM, Staff and Media
Rather praised the Council of Ministers 

and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah for 
their regular attendance and participa-
tion in Assembly proceedings.

He said Omar Abdullah had wanted to 
attend the concluding proceedings but 
was unable to do so because of official 
commitments.

The Speaker also thanked Assembly 
staff, security personnel, PHE, PDD and 
other departments for their assistance 
during the session.

He described the press and media as 
an important pillar of democracy and a 
link between the Assembly and the peo-
ple, saying the media plays an important 
role in highlighting public issues. He ac-
knowledged the workload on Assembly 
staff and said they were performing 
their duties despite limited manpower 
and pending service-related issues.
Finalise ‘One

formalities for finalising the policy.
The Speaker had earlier directed the 

concerned minister to submit a sta-
tus report on the delay in formulating 
the new car policy during the Autumn 
Session.

Taking strong exception to the matter 
remaining pending, Rather said com-
plaints regarding the misuse of public 
resources were a serious concern and 
highlighted the need for clear and up-
dated rules governing the entitlement 
and use of government vehicles.

“This matter should not be allowed to 
remain pending any further. The com-
plaints regarding misuse of public re-
sources are a matter of serious concern 
and underscore the need for clear and 
updated rules governing the entitlement 
and use of government vehicles,” he said.

The Speaker said the use of multiple 
government vehicles beyond the pre-
scribed entitlement could be termed 

misuse of public resources.
However, Rather clarified that the 

issue was not directed against govern-
ment officers, who should be provided 
vehicles and other facilities to which 
they are legitimately entitled under the 
prescribed rules.

He observed that the matter had 
been moving from one department to 
another for nearly five years despite its 
importance.

The Speaker stressed the need for ex-
peditious finalisation of the policy, par-
ticularly amid concerns over the proper 
and judicious use of public resources.
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly Speaker 
Abdul Rahim Rather on Wednesday di-
rected the government to finalise and 
notify the proposed “One Officer, One 
Car Policy” within 15 days, taking seri-
ous note of the prolonged delay in fram-
ing the policy.

The direction came after Transport 
Minister Satish Sharma presented the 
status report on the proposed policy 
during the ongoing Autumn Session of 
the Assembly.

According to the report, the Transport 
Department will undertake necessary 
inter-departmental consultations and 
complete the requisite formalities for fi-
nalising the policy.

The Speaker had earlier directed the 
concerned minister to submit a sta-
tus report on the delay in formulating 
the new car policy during the Autumn 
Session.

Taking strong exception to the matter 
remaining pending, Rather said com-
plaints regarding the misuse of public 
resources were a serious concern and 
highlighted the need for clear and up-
dated rules governing the entitlement 
and use of government vehicles.

“This matter should not be allowed to 
remain pending any further. The com-
plaints regarding misuse of public re-
sources are a matter of serious concern 
and underscore the need for clear and 
updated rules governing the entitlement 
and use of government vehicles,” he said.

The Speaker said the use of multiple 
government vehicles beyond the pre-
scribed entitlement could be termed 
misuse of public resources.

However, Rather clarified that the 
issue was not directed against govern-
ment officers, who should be provided 
vehicles and other facilities to which 
they are legitimately entitled under the 
prescribed rules.

He observed that the matter had 
been moving from one department to 
another for nearly five years despite its 
importance.

The Speaker stressed the need for ex-
peditious finalisation of the policy, par-
ticularly amid concerns over the proper 
and judicious use of public resources.
J&K Waives Fees

students make informed choices re-
garding higher education, professional 
courses, scholarships and employment 
pathways based on their aptitude, inter-
ests and talents.

Rural Schools May Get K-12 Upgrade
The School Education Department 

also said it was contemplating a pro-
posal to upgrade selected high schools, 
particularly those located in rural and 
far-flung areas, into higher secondary 
K-12 institutions.

The proposed exercise would cover 
schools currently having Classes I to X 
and is aimed at improving access to se-
nior secondary education in areas where 
such facilities remain limited.

However, the Government clarified 
that there is currently no immediate 
proposal to upgrade primary schools 
into middle schools or middle schools 
into high schools.

It said demands for school upgrada-
tion, including those from Ramgarh 
constituency in Samba district, would 
be examined in phases, subject to avail-
ability of budgetary provisions and other 
applicable norms.
J&K Colleges

Universities in Jammu and Kashmir 
is currently available in a standardised 
form.

It said the employability of graduates 
varies across courses and institutions 
and depends on factors including further 
education, competitive examinations, 
skill acquisition and employment op-
portunities in relevant sectors.

The government also said no com-
prehensive formal assessment or survey 
covering employment outcomes, place-
ment rates, average salary packages and 
sector-wise absorption of graduates 
from all degree colleges, universities 
and cluster universities in J&K had so far 
been conducted and compiled in a uni-
form manner.

However, the department is in the 
process of devising a comprehensive 
policy framework for systematic assess-
ment and monitoring of graduate em-
ployability and employment outcomes.

The proposed framework will cover 
indicators including placement rates, 
sector-wise absorption, skill require-
ments and other relevant parameters, 
the government said. (KNO)
J&K To Frame

discussion was held in the Budget 
Session, and the government gave its 
reply at that time. Without the media, 
whether print or electronic, we are in-
complete; there is no two ways about 
it. But, Sir, there are certain shortcom-
ings now; there is no doubt about that 

either,” she said.
The minister said the widespread use 

of mobile phones had also changed the 
way information and images from the 
Assembly were circulated.

“We keep our close associates around 
to photograph everything here so that 
the pictures can be published outside 
later. We cannot place the entire blame 
on media personnel alone,” she said.

Itoo also alleged that a social media 
page had been created under the name 
of a member's wife's maid and was be-
ing used to post abusive and derogatory 
content against ministers.

She said political parties and political 
actors were also responsible for the mis-
use of social media for mud-slinging and 
character assassination.

“Those who have turned into mobile 
and Facebook media stoop to slandering 
anyone's character whenever they wish, 
taking less than two minutes to demean 
someone's dignity. And in this, if anyone 
is most responsible, it is the political par-
ties,” Itoo said.
364 Eye Surgeries

environment, our doctors and brave 
soldiers, under the leadership of 
Brigadier Sanjay Mishra, created a centre 
of hope,” he said.

Sinha said modern surgical equip-
ment was airlifted to Tangdhar to en-
able advanced eye care in a region where 
such facilities had previously been diffi-
cult to access. Patients from Khawarpora, 
Tangdhar, Bagbella and surrounding vil-
lages benefited from the camp.

“This is true courage, dedication to 
duty and the real meaning of service. 
This entire effort has proven one thing 
beyond doubt that where resolve is firm, 
no difficulty, however great, can block 
the path of human service by Indian 
Army,” he said.

The LG said every surgery performed 
under the initiative had become a story 
of restored dignity and revived hope.

He also noted that more than 1.5 lakh 
people have undergone eye examina-
tions and over 3,500 surgeries have 
been performed across 10 cities under 
Operation Drishti at the national level.

Sinha said the initiative had strength-
ened trust between the Army and lo-
cal communities, describing the Indian 
Army as not only a force defending the 
country from external threats but also a 
source of support, compassion and heal-
ing for citizens.

“By restoring sight, the Army has giv-
en patients a new vision of peace, trust 
and togetherness,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed 
gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and appreciated the efforts of the 
Army doctors, medical staff, support 
personnel and Air Force pilots involved 
in the initiative.

He also felicitated doctors and medi-
cal staff of the Defence Forces for their 
services during the camp and distributed 
post-operative kits among beneficiaries.

Lieutenant General Balbir Singh, 
GOC Chinar Corps; Brigadier Sanjay 
Kumar Mishra, Senior Consultant and 
HOD, Department of Ophthalmology, 
Army Hospital R&R; Brigadier B.V. Rao, 
Commandant, 92 Base Hospital, and 
senior Defence Forces officials attended 
the ceremony.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir 
Anshul Garg, SSP Srinagar Dr GV 
Sundeep Chakravarthy and Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar Akshay Labroo 
were also present.
'Pashmina Artisans

speaking at the Pashmina Artisan 
Awards 2026, organised by the 
Pashmeena Entrepreneurs Makers and 
Artisans (PEMA) Foundation in Srinagar, 
where he felicitated artisans and con-
gratulated the award winners.

Describing the ceremony as a celebra-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir’s cultural 
prosperity, the LG said the awards hon-
oured not just individual artisans but an 
entire artistic tradition that has capti-
vated the world for generations.

Invoking Bhagwan Vishwakarma, the 
divine embodiment of craftsmanship, 
Sinha said India has traditionally regard-
ed artisanship as sacred knowledge.

He paid special tribute to women ar-
tisans, highlighting their role across the 
Pashmina production process, from re-
fining raw fibre to intricate embroidery.

“Women artisans are not merely par-
ticipants in this tradition but they are 
its silent creators, its custodians and its 
heartbeat,” he said.

The LG said empowering women arti-
sans was essential for safeguarding the 
craft legacy and strengthening the confi-
dence of future generations.

Recalling the earlier editions of the 
Pashmina Artisan Awards held in 2023 
and 2025, Sinha said the awards had 
emerged as a source of encouragement 
for the artisan community. He said this 
year’s edition marked a significant mile-
stone by dedicating special attention to 
women artisans whose craftsmanship 
had contributed to Pashmina’s global 
reputation.

Sinha assured artisans of the 
Government of India’s commitment 
in four key areas, including fair remu-
neration and protection of Geographical 
Indication (GI) tags; access to global 
markets through e-commerce, exhibi-
tions and digital platforms; skill devel-
opment and welfare measures such as 
healthcare, social security and modern 
design training; and financial inclusion 

through schemes including MUDRA, 
Credit Card Scheme and Karkhandar 
training initiatives.

He said the handloom and handicrafts 
sector currently provides economic se-
curity to around 4.6 lakh artisans and 
their families in Jammu and Kashmir.

Sinha also highlighted that 18 crafts in 
the Union Territory have been granted GI 
tags, while a QR-based system has been 
developed to help establish the authen-
ticity of handicraft products.

The LG urged artisans to embrace 
modern opportunities while preserving 
the traditional excellence of Kashmir’s 
crafts.

“You should never feel that your work 
is ordinary. What you are doing is a form 
of devotion, an act of creation and a no-
ble effort to keep India’s cultural memo-
ry alive,” he said.

He added that every original Pashmina 
product from Jammu and Kashmir car-
ried with it a part of India’s culture 
and history wherever it travelled in the 
world.

Sinha assured that the UT administra-
tion and PEMA Foundation would work 
together to strengthen the artisan sector 
and create greater opportunities for its 
growth.

Commissioner Secretary, Industries 
and Commerce Department, Vikramjit 
Singh; former Chairperson of J&K 
Khadi and Village Industries Board Hina 
Shafi Bhat; Director Handloom and 
Handicrafts Kashmir Masrat-ul-Islam; 
PEMA Foundation President Tariq Dar; 
senior officials and a large number of ar-
tisans attended the ceremony.
Kashmir Issued 2,486

number of AAY and BPL priority 
household ration cards than Jammu, and 
questioned whether the existing asset-
based criteria adequately reflected eco-
nomic vulnerability.

Lone argued that the disparity could 
have implications for access to govern-
ment employment under the EWS cat-
egory. He cited figures on recruitments 
made since the present government 
took office and said a significantly larger 
share of EWS posts had gone to Jammu 
than Kashmir.

He suggested that ration-card status, 
particularly AAY and BPL categories, 
could be considered while defining EWS 
eligibility and urged the government to 
have a common definition for welfare 
and employment purposes.

Lone also cited Kerala as an example 
of a State using AAY and BPL ration-card 
status as part of its EWS framework and 
submitted the State's EWS certificate 
formats to the Speaker and the con-
cerned minister for examination.

Responding to the issue, Social 
Welfare Minister Sakeena Itoo said 
the criteria for determining the EWS 
category are prescribed by the Union 
Government and that States and Union 
Territories are required to follow the 
prescribed criteria.

CPI(M) MLA Mohammad Yousuf 
Tarigami, however, said EWS criteria are 
not necessarily applied uniformly across 
all States.

He said some States had evolved their 
own criteria and suggested that Jammu 
and Kashmir could examine practices 
followed elsewhere while considering 
an appropriate mechanism.

Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather said the 
matter merited examination and direct-
ed the government to study the criteria 
adopted by different States.

“What I understood from his question 
is that he is not saying you should keep 
10 percent or 5 percent. He is saying that 
whatever percentage you keep, keep it. 
His problem lies with the definition of 
poverty,” the Speaker observed.

Rather directed the government to ex-
amine why different States had adopted 
different criteria and study whether 
such practices could offer relevant les-
sons for Jammu and Kashmir.

The discussion thus centred not on 
the percentage of EWS reservation but 
on the criteria used to determine who 
qualifies as economically weaker, with 
members seeking a framework they said 
would better reflect the socio-economic 
conditions of the Union Territory.
5-Year-Long Terror

to the outfit's operations in J&K.
According to officials, Asif had served 

in the Pakistani military for 23 years, in-
cluding around 18 years with the SSG. 
Between 2006 and 2008, he was deput-
ed to the security detail of Musharraf. 
Officials also said he underwent spe-
cialised VVIP protection training in the 
United States and completed medical 
courses with US Special Forces.

After retiring from the Pakistani Army, 
officials said, Asif was recruited by terror 
networks to train cadres before being in-
filtrated into J&K to lead LeT operations.

'Linked to Multiple Attacks'
Security officials attributed Asif's in-

volvement to several major attacks on 
security forces and civilians across the 
Pir Panjal region and Kashmir.

These include the April 2023 attack 
on an Army vehicle in Bhatta Duriyan 
in Poonch, in which five soldiers were 
killed and another was critically injured, 
and the May 2023 Kandi forest blast in 
Rajouri that killed five Army personnel 
and injured another.

Officials also linked him to the 
December 2023 Dera Ki Gali ambush in 
Poonch, in which four Army personnel 
were killed and three injured.

In 2024, he was allegedly involved in 

the attack on an Indian Air Force convoy 
near Shasitar in Poonch, in which one IAF 
personnel was killed and four injured.

He was also linked to the October 
2024 attack on an Army vehicle in Buta 
Pathri near Gulmarg, in which two sol-
diers and two civilian defence porters 
were killed and three troops injured.

Officials further attributed to him 
a role in the October 2024 attack on a 
private construction camp at Gagangir 
in Ganderbal, in which seven people, in-
cluding a local doctor, were killed.

The officials also said Asif was among 
those involved in planning the April 
2025 Pahalgam attack, in which 26 peo-
ple, mostly tourists, were killed.

Associate Killed Earlier
Asif had earlier escaped an encounter 

in the Yousmarg heights on September 
5, during which his close associate Yasir 
was killed.

Officials said Asif was subsequently 
tracked to the higher reaches of Budgam, 
where he was finally neutralised during 
Tuesday night's operation.

The security forces have described 
the killing as a significant setback to the 
LeT's operational network in Jammu and 
Kashmir.
2018 Murder Over

arrest resulting from massive blunt-
force head trauma. During investigation, 
the prosecution said, call detail records 
showed that the last call involving the 
deceased's phone was with Magray, 
while tower data placed both men in 
the same coverage sector around the rel-
evant time.

The prosecution said that Magray 
owed Khanday Rs 80,000 and had faced 
repeated demands for repayment. 
According to the disclosure statement, 
Magray lured Khanday to an isolated 
field on the pretext of handing over a 
cheque and attacked him with a river 
boulder. He also took Rs 11,700 in cash, 
an ATM card, identity documents, loan 
affidavits and the deceased's mobile 
phone before attempting to destroy or 
conceal the evidence, the prosecution 
said.

Investigators subsequently recovered 
the boulder, pieces of the loan affidavits, 
the deceased's skull cap and slippers, Rs 
11,700 in cash and his ATM card from lo-
cations connected with the accused.

Assessing the evidence as a whole, 
the court held that the circumstances, 
including the alleged motive, scientific 
evidence, recoveries and post-crime 
conduct, formed a complete chain point-
ing to Magray's guilt. The court further 
held that the prosecution had proved 
beyond reasonable doubt that Magrey 
intentionally caused Khanday's death, 
dishonestly removed his cash and ATM 
card and subsequently concealed or de-
stroyed material evidence.
Kashmir’s Science

scientific progress as a process that be-
gins with observing nature. The human 
mind, he said, can recognise patterns in 
the natural world, triggering cognitive 
intuition and inspiring new designs.

His remarks came as the Congress 
placed science within a broader discussion 
about the future of Jammu and Kashmir, 
where researchers and policymakers are 
increasingly looking toward technology, 
innovation and scientific knowledge to 
address development challenges.

The next plenary lecture shifted the 
discussion from discovery to application. 
Srinivas Hotha, a professor of chem-
istry at the Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research in Pune and a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry, 
spoke about translating research find-
ings into benefits for society.

The difference is significant for a re-
gion where universities and research 
institutions generate work in fields 
ranging from science and engineering 
to emerging technologies, while com-
munities face practical questions in-
volving development, resources and the 
environment.

The Congress sought to bring those 
worlds closer by giving researchers a 
place to present their work and discuss 
its possible applications.

Technical sessions followed the plena-
ry lectures, with participants presenting 
research in diverse areas of science, in-
novation and emerging technologies. At 
the Civil Mechanical Engineering Block, 
researchers and scholars displayed their 
work through poster presentations, 
creating another forum for academic 
exchange.

The programme also moved be-
yond laboratories and lecture halls. 
Proceedings ended with a cultural pro-
gramme at the Nund Reshi Auditorium, 
adding a local cultural element to a gath-
ering otherwise devoted to research and 
technology.

The three-day Congress, which began 
on Sept. 29 and runs through Oct. 1, has 
brought together scientists, academi-
cians, researchers and students under 
the theme “Science, Innovations and 
Emerging Technologies for Sustainable 
and VIKSIT J&K.”

Its stated aim is knowledge exchange 
and interdisciplinary dialogue, with 
particular attention to the role science 
can play in addressing contemporary 
challenges and supporting Jammu and 
Kashmir’s development.

The real test begins after the lectures 
end, when research moves from ideas 
to applications. That journey may help 
define how science frames Kashmir’s 
future.
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Public Cooperation Key to 
Safer Roads, Says Transport 
Commissioner
SRINAGAR: Transport Commissioner Jammu and Kashmir 
Vishesh Paul Mahajan has urged people to strictly follow traffic 
rules, wear helmets and seat belts and refrain from using mobile 
phones while driving, saying improvement in the traffic manage-
ment system depends substantially on public cooperation.

Speaking to the news agency Kashmir News Trust, Mahajan 
said enforcement alone could not bring lasting improvement un-
less people changed their behaviour and developed greater civic 
sense. He appealed to motorists and other road users to avoid traf-
fic violations and comply with prescribed safety measures.

Mahajan said all District Magistrates had been asked to direct 
petrol pump owners not to dispense fuel to motorists who are 
found riding without helmets, driving without seat belts or using 
mobile phones while driving.

“We are dependent on the public. Unless the public mend their 
ways, we will not succeed,” he said, stressing that road safety ulti-
mately required responsible behaviour by road users.

The Transport Commissioner also underlined the role of par-
ents in promoting responsible driving habits, saying they could 
play a major role in inculcating traffic discipline and safety aware-
ness among younger road users.

On the fitness and age of vehicles, Mahajan said vehicles that have 
completed more than 25 years would be seized and would not be al-
lowed to ply on roads. He stressed that vehicles must meet the pre-
scribed fitness requirements before being permitted to operate. [KNT]

Ten Houses Gutted in Major 
Midnight Fire in Warwan
KISHTWAR: At least ten residential houses, along with cowsheds, 
were gutted in a major fire that broke out during the night in Mung-
li village of the remote Warwan area of Kishtwar district, officials 
said on Wednesday.

The blaze, which erupted around midnight, rapidly spread 
through the village, reducing several residential structures and ad-
joining livestock shelters to ashes. The extent of the destruction 
was significant, with initial reports putting the number of residen-
tial houses gutted at between eight and ten.

No casualties have been reported in the incident so far.
The fire has once again brought into focus the vulnerability of 

settlements in the far-flung Warwan region, where the absence 
of dedicated firefighting infrastructure can make it difficult to re-
spond quickly to major fire emergencies.

Local residents were involved in efforts to contain the blaze as 
the fire engulfed the structures. The exact circumstances that led 
to the outbreak of the fire were not immediately known.

Officials were assessing the extent of the damage, including 
losses to residential property and livestock-related structures. Fur-
ther details regarding the affected families and the cause of the 
fire are awaited.  [KNT]

Kargil Notifies Returning Officers, 
Assistant Returning Officers for 
Panchayat Elections
KARGIL: The District Panchayat Election Officer, Kargil, has noti-
fied the list of Returning Officers and Assistant Returning Officers 
for the conduct of Panchayat elections in the district, marking a 
key administrative step towards the electoral process in Ladakh.

The notification, issued by Deputy Commissioner and District 
Panchayat Election Officer Rakesh Kumar was issued under Rule 5 
of the Jammu and Kashmir Panchayati Raj Rules, 1996.

According to the notification, the Election Commission for 
Union Territories had accorded approval on September 25 to the 
appointment of Returning Officers and Assistant Returning Offi-
cers for Panchayat elections in the Union Territory of Ladakh. The 
approval was conveyed through the Rural Development and Pan-
chayati Raj Department, UT Ladakh.

The notified list covers Panchayat Halqas across different blocks 
of Kargil district, with designated officers drawn from various depart-
ments including Horticulture, Public Works, Power Development, 
Education, Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Mechanical Engineering, 
Public Health Engineering and other government departments.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER KUPWARA
Subject:-De-requisition of land held by Army at Tangdar, District Kupwara.

DE-REQUISITION ORDER NO.: 01-DCK/LAS OF 2026
DATED: 29/09/2026.

Whereas, the requisition orders were issued in respect of land measuring 27 Kanal 10 Marlas and 75 kanal and 07 Marlas situated 
at estate Tangdhar and Khawarpora Tehsil Karnah District Kupwara for occupation of the Army; and

Whereas, the Assistant Defence Estates Officer Baramulla vide communication No.s KAS/7080/LH/FMS ID_/94/1294/86 
Dated:07-06-2022 and KAS/7391/LH/9391/LH/FMS/ID-1497/114 Dated:26-08-2022 conveyed that the Competent Authority has 
accorded sanction for de-requisition of requisitioned land measuring 27 Kanal 10 Marlas and 75 kanal and 07 Marlas ( total 102 Kanal 
and 17 Marlas) situated at village Tangdhar and Khawar pora out of the aforesaid requisitioned land and requested for de-requisition 
order in respect of the said land; and

Whereas, this office vide letter No. DCK/LAS/23/900-9001 dated 04-07-2023 requested the Tehsildar Karnah to furnish the 
report and revenue papers of the said land; and

Whereas, the Tehsildar Karnah vide letter No. TK/N/252 Dated:29-08-2026 verified the case for de-requisition; and
Whereas, the Jammu & Kashmir Requisitioning and Acquisition of Immovable Property Act, 1968 stands repealed by virtue of the 

Jammu & Kashmir Re-organisation Act, 2019 and the Department of Revenue, J&K vide communication No. REVLAJK/41/2021(88207) 
dated 10/10/2022 directed all Deputy Commissioners to dispose of the pending requisition/acquisition cases under the corresponding 
Act i.e. the Requisitioning and Acquisition of Immovable Property Act, 1952 (Central), in terms of Clause 17 of S.O. 3912(E) dated 30-
10-2019 till new authority is constituted;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers under Sub-Section (2) of Section 6 of the Requisitioning and Acquisition of Immovable 
Property Act, 1952, and being satisfied that it is necessary so to do, I, Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara, hereby de-requisition the land 
detailed below and order that the possession of same be handed over to the rightful landowners.

S. No. Tehsil Case No. Location Khasra No.s Area Dated from which 
de-requisitioned

01. Karnah KAS/7391/
REQ Tangdhar

Old 240, 241, 249, 
250, 251, 252 & 

596. 27K-10M 01-04-2015.New 401, 405, 
411, 416, 417, 418, 

422

02. Karnah KAS/7087/
REQ Khawarpora

622, 623, 624, 
625, 630, 633, 
634, 6 36, 637, 

638, 639 Min 640

75K-07M 01-04-2011.

The Tehsildar concerned shall ensure the ruble clearance/repair of demage if any onspot at the time of handing/taking over of the land 
aforementioned survey numbers.
No:- DCK/LAS/26/2260-68  Yours faithfully,
Dated: 29-09-2026 District Collector, 
DIPK-6261-26  Deputy Commissioner
DT: 30-09-2026 Kupwara

J&K Conducts 528 Drug-Awareness Programmes, 
21 De-Addiction Facilities Functional
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government has said 
that 528 drug-awareness pro-
grammes were conducted across 
the Union Territory up to August 
this year, while 21 Addiction 
Treatment Facilities (ATFs) are 
currently operational in the two 
divisions.

The details were shared by the 
government in a written reply to 
a question raised by MLA Sham 
Lal Sharma regarding the grow-
ing challenge of drug addiction 
and measures being taken to ad-
dress substance abuse in J&K.

According to the Health and 
Medical Education Department, 
the government has adopted a 
multi-pronged strategy com-
bining prevention, awareness, 
enforcement, treatment and re-
habilitation to tackle drug abuse.

The department said sub-
stance abuse is influenced by 
several factors, including the 
availability and illicit supply of 
drugs, diversion of medicines 
for non-medical use, inter-State 
movement of narcotic and psy-
chotropic substances, socio-
economic conditions and behav-
ioural factors.

As part of the preventive mea-
sures, district-level awareness 

programmes are being organ-
ised in coordination with various 
stakeholders to educate people 
about the harmful effects and 
misuse of drugs and psychotro-
pic substances. During 2026-27, 
528 such programmes had been 
conducted up to August.

The government said the toll-
free Health Helpline 104 is also 
being publicised through aware-
ness campaigns and print and 
electronic media to provide peo-
ple with access to counselling, 
guidance and assistance.

The department said it has ad-
opted a zero-tolerance approach 
towards violations of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act and other ap-

plicable laws, particularly unau-
thorised sale, distribution and 
diversion of narcotic and psycho-
tropic substances.

It said CCTV cameras have 
been installed in medical es-
tablishments and computerised 
billing systems for procurement 
and sale of medicines have been 
made mandatory. The govern-
ment reported 100 per cent 
achievement in CCTV installation 
and 99.8 per cent implementa-
tion of computerised billing.

Authorities are also maintain-
ing surveillance over courier 
service providers to prevent the 
clandestine movement of intoxi-
cating medicinal preparations 

and other drugs liable to misuse.
The department said Drug 

Control authorities are coordi-
nating with their counterparts in 
neighbouring States and Union 
Territories to exchange infor-
mation and prevent inter-State 
diversion, smuggling and illegal 
movement of drugs.

It added that coordinated 
action is being taken with the 
Narcotics Control Bureau, Police, 
Excise, Revenue and Air Cargo 
authorities to curb illicit traffick-
ing and diversion.

Regular meetings of the Na-
tional Coordination Committee 
for Drug Control (NCORD) are 
also being held at the UT and 
district levels under the chair-
manship of the Chief Secretary 
and concerned Deputy Commis-
sioners.

21 ATFs operational across J&K
The government said 11 Ad-

diction Treatment Facilities are 
functional in Kashmir division, 
including at SKIMS, GMC Be-
mina Srinagar, GMC Anantnag, 
GMC Baramulla, GMC Handwara 
and district hospitals in Kulgam, 
Shopian, Pulwama, Budgam, 
Ganderbal and Bandipora.

In Jammu division, 10 ATFs are 
operational at GMC Doda, GMC 
Jammu, GMC Kathua, GMC As-
sociated Hospital Rajouri, GMC 

Associated Hospital Udhampur 
and district hospitals in Kisht-
war, Poonch, Ramban, Reasi and 
Samba.

The facilities provide both 
outpatient and inpatient ser-
vices. The government said 
de-addiction OPD services are 
available in all 20 districts, while 
inpatient services are available 
at all nine government medical 
colleges. Psychiatrists have also 
been posted in all GMCs to pro-
vide clinical oversight.

The services are being imple-
mented under the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan and various 
Health Department initiatives.

The government also listed 
several NGOs and private re-
habilitation centres involved in 
addressing substance abuse, in-
cluding organisations operating 
in Budgam, Pulwama, Kulgam, 
Bandipora, Jammu, Udhampur 
and Srinagar.

It said the overall strategy fo-
cuses on reducing the availability 
and diversion of drugs, strength-
ening enforcement and regula-
tory mechanisms, expanding 
awareness, improving treatment 
and rehabilitation services and 
enhancing coordination among 
departments and enforcement 
agencies. (with KNO inputs)

Zero Hour in LA

Legislators Raise Public Issues During Zero Hour
Minister Rules Out Blanket 
Audit of JJM Scheme
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Public Health Engineering 
(PHE), Flood Control and 
Irrigation Javed Rana on 
Wednesday announced 
that only those schemes 
identified by the House 
Committee, or flagged by 
MLAs, would be audited 
by District Development 
Commissioners.

Speaking in the Leg-
islative Assembly, as per 
KNO, the Minister said 
that all schemes under the 
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 
recommended for blanket 
audit by the House Com-
mittee headed by Justice 
Hasnain Masoodi would 
not be subjected to such 
scrutiny.

“The House Commit-
tee has recommended a 
blanket audit of all JJM 
schemes. This would 
amount to yet another 
probe and could keep ex-
ecution of these schemes 
halted. Many Hon’ble 
Members have stated 
in writing that there is 

no irregularity in their 
constituencies and that 
JJM schemes should con-
tinue. I therefore propose 
that only the schemes 
identified by the Com-
mittee or any Hon’ble 
Member as having issues 
be subjected to a com-
prehensive audit by the 
respective District Devel-
opment Commissioners 
through teams compris-
ing technical and finan-
cial experts,” he said.

The Minister said the 
department was of the 
view that a high‑level 
committee, as recom-
mended by the House 
Committee, was not re-
quired. “The Department 
will also examine the 
other recommendations 
and take necessary steps 
to address the concerns 
raised. Therefore, there 
is no need for any further 
action by this Hon’ble 
House on the recommen-
dations of the Commit-
tee, and the matter may 
be treated as closed,” he 
added.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:: Members of 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly, dur-
ing Zero Hour, today raised 
a wide range of issues con-
cerning public services, 
infrastructure, healthcare, 
education, agriculture, di-
saster relief, employment 
and civic amenities across 
their respective constitu-
encies.

Raising an issue con-
cerning the institutional 
dignity of elected represen-
tatives, MLA Ali Moham-
mad Sagar emphasized the 
need to protect the institu-
tion and protocol of MLAs.

MLA Pyare Lal sought 
government intervention 
for establishment of a fire 
service station in his con-
stituency. He also demand-
ed immediate relief and 
assistance for families af-
fected by the recent fire in-
cident at Mungli, Wadwan.

MLA Showkat Hussain 
Ganie highlighted exten-
sive damage caused by the 
recent hailstorm in his con-
stituency, affecting nearly 
30 villages. He sought waiv-
er of KCC loans for affected 
farmers and also raised the 
need for adequate staffing 
at the District Hospital be-
sides sanctioning of a sepa-
rate Medical Division.

MLA  Javid Riyaz  Be-
dar drew attention to crop 
damage caused by recent 
inclement weather. He 
called for introduction of a 
farmer-friendly insurance 
scheme to provide greater 
financial protection to the 
farming community.

MLA Ali Mohammad Dar 
raised issues relating to 
waterlogging, crop damage 
and shortage of drinking 
water and irrigation facili-
ties, seeking appropriate 
intervention for affected 
areas.

MLA Muzaffar Iqbal 
Khan sought assessment of 
damages caused by recent 
floods and appropriate re-
lief for affected people. He 
also raised issues concern-
ing education, healthcare 
and remuneration of Num-
berdars and Chowkidars, 
besides seeking establish-
ment of a degree college in 
his constituency.

MLA Kuldeep Raj Dubey 
demanded compensation for 
flood damage under SDRF 
and sought augmentation 
of school infrastructure. He 
also raised the issue of road 
connectivity and sought 
takeover of a road from the 
Railway Department for 
better maintenance and 
public convenience.

MLA Mushtaq Guroo 
sought financial assistance 

for families affected by fire 
incidents besides raising 
the issue of non-issuance of 
revenue extracts.

MLA Randhir Singh  
sought completion of 
stalled Jal Jeevan Mission 
works and release of pend-
ing payments to contrac-
tors. He also raised issues 
concerning drinking water 
shortages, availability of 
science stream in the col-
lege of his constituency 
and forest clearances re-
quired for road projects.

MLA Aga Syed Muntazir 
highlighted difficulties 
being faced by people 
in Soibugh due to inad-
equate road connectivity 
and pending DPRs. He also 
called for demarcation of 
Hokarsar wetland after 
taking into consideration 
the suggestions and con-
cerns of local residents.

MLA Zafar Ali Khatana 
stated that 22 schemes 
were awaiting the report of 
the House Committee and 
sought their expeditious 
resolution. He also raised 
issues concerning road up-
gradation, sanctioning of a 
fire service station, short-
age of staff and deployment 
of a full-fledged Executive 
Officer in the Kokernag De-
velopment Authority.

MLA Irshad Rasool Kar 
highlighted various issues 

concerning the health sec-
tor in Sopore and demand-
ed that SDH Sopore be up-
graded to the status of a 
District Hospital.

MLA Vijay Sharma raised 
the shortage of doctors, 
backlog of vacant posts and 
need for strengthening of 
medical infrastructure in 
his constituency. He also 
highlighted shortage of po-
table drinking water.

MLA Qaisar Jamshaied 
Lone urged the Govern-
ment to reconsider open-
ing a health sub-centre in 
Machil, which had been 
closed due to non-avail-
ability of staff.

MLA Abdul Majeed Larmi 
sought government inter-
vention for identification 
of suitable land for the pro-
posed 239-bedded Mother 
and Child Hospital at Anant-
nag. He also demanded con-
struction of a new hospital 
building for the health facil-
ity at Achabal.

MLA Thakur Darshan 
Kumar raised the issue of 
shortage of staff in health 
and educational institu-
tions in his constituency.

MLA Shabir Ahmad Kul-
lay highlighted an acute 
shortage of potable drink-
ing water in his constituen-
cy and sought immediate 
measures for augmentation 
of water supply.

J&K Bank Drives Green Mobility 
Initiative at IIM Jammu Under CSR

BJP’s Sahil Bhat Slams 
Omar Govt Over 
Jammu Shop Notices, 
Delayed ULB Polls
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: BJP J&K State 
Spokesperson and Prabhari 
Bandipora, Er. Sahil Bashir 
Bhat, has criticised the 
Omar Abdullah-led govern-
ment over notices issued to 
shopkeepers and commer-
cial establishments in Jam-
mu, urging the administra-
tion to adopt a “human and 
solution-oriented” approach 
to livelihood-related issues.

Reacting to reports of 
notices issued by the Jam-
mu Municipal Corporation 
to commercial establish-
ments operating in residen-
tial colonies, Bhat said trad-
ers facing documentation 
or Change of Land Use (CLU) 
issues should be given a 
reasonable opportunity to 
rectify deficiencies wher-
ever legally permissible.

“The government can-
not ignore the livelihood 
concerns of ordinary shop-
keepers. The festive season 
is at the doorstep, and this 
is the time to support trad-
ers, not add to their difficul-
ties,” he said.

Bhat also questioned the 
delay in holding Urban Lo-
cal Body (ULB) elections, 
noting that elected munici-
pal bodies completed their 
terms in 2023.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Strengthening 
its commitment to youth-
focused development and 
environmental sustainabil-
ity, J&K Bank supported the 
launch of a green mobility 
initiative at the Indian In-
stitute of Management (IIM) 
Jammu under its Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
Programme. As part of the 
initiative, 71 bicycles, along 
with dedicated cycle stands, 
were flagged off at the Insti-
tute’s Jagti Campus.

Bank's MD & CEO Amita-
va Chatterjee flagged off the 
bicycles in the presence of 
Director IIM Jammu Prof B.S. 
Sahay and the Bank’s GM & 
Divisional Head (Jammu) 
Ashok Gupta. Also present 
on the occasion were Prof 
(Dr) Shakti Gupta; Dean Aca-
demics Prof Nitin Upadhyay; 
Chairperson Centre for En-
trepreneurship, Innovation 
and Skill Development Dr 
Muqbil Burhan; Chairper-
son Student Affairs Prof (Dr) 
Brigadier Neeraj Soni; and 
Chairperson Anandam Prof 
Shyam Narayan Lal, besides 
other faculty members, of-
ficers, staff and students of 
the Institute.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MD & CEO Amitava 

Chatterjee said, “Educa-
tional institutions shape 
not only knowledge but 
also the habits, values and 
choices of future genera-
tions. When students expe-
rience sustainability as part 
of their everyday campus 
life, it becomes a value they 
carry into the organisations 
and communities they go 
on to lead. This initiative is, 
therefore, an investment 
not merely in mobility in-
frastructure, but in health-
ier living, environmental 
awareness and responsible 
leadership.”

“At J&K Bank, our CSR 
approach is guided by the 
enduring impact that an in-
tervention can create. Our 
partnership with IIM Jammu 
brings together two institu-
tions committed to shaping 

a better future - one through 
education and leadership 
development, and the other 
through responsible finan-
cial and social engagement. 
We are pleased to support 
an initiative that places 
young people at the heart of 
climate-conscious change,” 
he added.

Earlier, Director IIM 
Jammu Prof B.S. Sahay wel-
comed and felicitated MD 
& CEO Amitava Chatterjee 
and the Bank’s representa-
tives. Acknowledging the 
Bank’s support under its CSR 
Programme, he appreciated 
its contribution towards 
strengthening sustainable 
mobility infrastructure at 
the Institute and promoting 
healthy and environmen-
tally responsible practices 
among students.
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

US Pulls Last Troops From Iraq As Iran Hammers 
American Bases Across Region

India Highlights Regional Connectivity, Transit at Islamabad Meet SP’s Nathwani Has ₹373 Cr Assets, ₹19.6 Cr Income
Press Trust of India

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi Par-
ty's Rajya Sabha candidate 
Dhanraj Parimal Nathwani 
has declared movable and 
immovable assets worth 
more than Rs 373 crore for 
himself, his spouse and two 
dependents, besides re-
porting an annual income 
of Rs 19.61 crore for FY 
2025-26, according to his 
election affidavit.

Nathwani, 40, filed his 
nomination in Lucknow af-
ter the party on Wednesday 
announced his name, along 
with senior leader Ram Go-
pal Yadav, as its candidate 
from Uttar Pradesh.

Nathwani, currently a 
resident of Andheri West 
in Mumbai, is an executive 
with the Reliance Group. 
His father Parimal Nath-

wani is a senior Reliance 
executive and also a four-
term Independent Rajya 
Sabha MP backed by NDA 
from Jharkhand.

The affidavit shows 
movable assets worth Rs 
77.75 crore in Nathwani's 
name and properties 
worth Rs 211.10 crore in 
his spouse's name. His two 
dependents have movable 
assets worth about Rs 1.95 
crore and Rs 1.20 crore, re-
spectively.

A major component of 
Nathwani's movable wealth 
is investment in shares, 
bonds, debentures and mu-
tual funds, valued at about 
Rs 55.76 crore. He has also 
disclosed bank deposits of 
nearly Rs 10.63 crore, per-
sonal loans and receivables 
of about Rs 6.92 crore and 
postal savings and insur-

ance investments of about 
Rs 2.81 crore.

His spouse has disclosed 
investments in shares, 
bonds and other financial 
instruments worth about Rs 
199.44 crore, bank deposits 
of nearly Rs 1.87 crore and 
jewellery and other valu-
ables worth about Rs 8.54 
crore.

In immovable assets, the 
affidavit puts the current 
market value of self-ac-
quired properties at about 
Rs 27.67 crore for Nathwani 
and Rs 53.59 crore for his 
spouse. The document sep-
arately records purchase 
costs of about Rs 7.93 crore 
and Rs 32.49 crore, respec-
tively, along with devel-
opment and construction 
costs.

Nathwani has de-
clared liabilities of about 

Rs 3.01 crore, including 
government dues of Rs 
41.59 lakh and loans from 
banks, financial institu-
tions and others of about 
Rs 2.59 crore. His spouse 
has liabilities worth Rs 
18.56 lakh. The affidavit 
says there are no dis-
puted government dues 
or disputed institutional 
loans.

For FY 2025-26, Nath-
wani has declared a total 
income of Rs 19.61 crore, 
while his spouse's income 
is shown at about Rs 1.48 
crore. He has listed his 
sources of income as pro-
fessional income, rental 
income, capital gains and 
income from other sources. 
His spouse's income in-
cludes director remunera-
tion, rental income and 
capital gains.

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD: India’s SCO 
National Coordinator Alok 
A Dimri on Tuesday said 
regional connectivity, trade 
and transit were among 
the important issues being 
discussed by members of 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation.

Speaking to PTV News on 
the sidelines of the three-
day Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) national 
coordinators’ meeting in 
Islamabad, Dimri also said 
members had agreed to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s call for a civilisa-
tional dialogue, which will 
be held in New Delhi on 
November 20.

The SCO a Eurasian re-
gional grouping, focused on 
political, security, economic 

and cultural cooperation 
among its member states. It 
has 10 member states: Chi-
na, India, Russia, Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Iran 
and Belarus.

According to footage of 
the interview shared by 
Pakistan’s Foreign Office, 
Dimri said the SCO provided 
a platform where countries 
from Eurasia and the Asian 
landmass had come togeth-
er and “we have designed an 
agenda for our well-being, 
prosperity and welfare”.

“Connectivity is an im-
portant point. Regional 
connectivity, trade, tran-
sit... are important issues, 
which have been discussed 
and progress is also being 
made,” he said.

The meeting, held under 
Pakistan’s 2026-27 chair-

manship of the SCO Council 
of Heads of State, is aimed 
at discussing the organisa-
tion’s programme of activi-
ties, preparations for up-
coming meetings and other 
matters on its agenda. It is 
also part of preparations for 
the SCO Council of Heads of 
State summit to be hosted 
by Pakistan in August 2027.

The Indian delegation’s 
participation in the meet-
ing is the first such high-
level visit to Pakistan since 
last year’s brief conflict be-
tween the two countries.

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar had led India’s 
delegation to the SCO Coun-
cil of Heads of Government 
meeting in Islamabad on 
October 15-16, 2024.

Dimri said it was his 
first visit to Pakistan and 
such visits would continue 

through the SCO platform as 
its programmes would con-
tinue throughout the year.

“My first visit is only 
to Islamabad but what I 
wanted to see was Lahore, 
Sialkot and Faisalabad,” he 
said, adding that Lahore 
had been declared an SCO 
cultural city.

He said these pro-
grammes would culminate 
with the Islamabad summit 
and expressed hope that 
cooperation in different ar-
eas under the SCO would 
improve.

Dimri said the SCO was 
a regional framework com-
prising countries from 
North Asia, East Asia and 
Central Asia, and said, “we 
will be able to convey to 
the world our languages, 
our voices and our thoughts 
through the SCO”.

Trans Asia News

BAGHDAD: The United States has 
completed the withdrawal of its 
remaining troops from Iraq, end-
ing a 12-year military presence 
in the country in a move whose 
timing has drawn particular at-
tention as Washington remains 
locked in a war with Iran and 
American military positions 
across the region have come un-
der repeated Iranian attacks.

The final US troops and mili-
tary equipment left the last 
American base in Iraq, located in 
the northern semi-autonomous 
Kurdish region, with the Penta-
gon describing the departure as 
an “orderly departure”.

The withdrawal marks a ma-
jor shift in Iraq’s post-2003 se-
curity landscape and comes at 
a particularly sensitive moment 
for Baghdad, which has close 
ties with both Washington and 
Tehran.

The latest development was 
presented by the Iraqi govern-
ment as a sign of growing na-
tional strength and sovereignty. 
But the departure has also trig-
gered contrasting reactions 
across Iraq, with Iran-backed 
factions celebrating the end of 

the American military presence 
while some voices, particularly 
in the Kurdish region, have ex-
pressed concern over the secu-
rity implications.

US exits as Iran targets Ameri-
can positions

The timing of the withdrawal 
is significant.

The final US forces are leav-
ing Iraq while the United States 
is engaged in a direct military 
confrontation with Iran. The 
conflict has seen Iranian forces 
launch attacks against American 
military positions in the region, 
turning US bases and facilities 
into potential targets and expos-
ing Washington’s regional mili-
tary posture to growing pres-
sure.

American military installa-
tions in Iraq’s Kurdish region 
have also come under attack 
since the United States and Israel 
launched their war against Iran 
on February 28.

Against this backdrop, the de-
parture from Iraq represents the 
completion of a process that had 
already been underway but now 
assumes wider strategic signifi-
cance.

While the United States is 

ending its formal military opera-
tions in Iraq, Pentagon officials 
have made clear that Washing-
ton is not withdrawing com-
pletely from the wider region.

A Pentagon official said the 
US would retain regional capa-
bilities, including intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance 
assets that could be utilised in 
connection with Iraq.

Last troops leave Erbil
Pentagon spokesperson Sean 

Parnell said US troops and equip-
ment had completed an “orderly 
departure” from the final Ameri-
can base in Erbil, in Iraq’s semi-
autonomous Kurdish region.

The United States had already 
withdrawn troops from bases in 
most other parts of Iraq last year, 

leaving several hundred person-
nel in the Kurdish region.

Their departure now brings 
the formal US military presence 
in Iraq to an end.

Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al-
Zaidi presided over the hando-
ver ceremony and portrayed the 
moment as the beginning of a 
new chapter for the country.

He said the next phase would 

be defined by Iraq’s sovereignty, 
stronger state institutions, the 
readiness of its armed forces, unity 
in decision-making and balanced 
partnerships with its friends.

The message from Baghdad 
was clear: Iraq wants its security 
architecture to increasingly rest 
on its own institutions rather 
than foreign troops stationed on 
its soil.

Iran-backed groups hail US 
departure

The withdrawal was warmly 
welcomed by powerful Iran-
backed Iraqi groups that have for 
years demanded the departure 
of American forces.

Abu Mujahid al-Assaf, a se-
curity official with the power-
ful Kataib Hezbollah militia, 
described the departure as the 
expulsion of “occupation forces” 
and said it marked the beginning 
of full Iraqi sovereignty.

But his statement also carried 
a warning to the Iraqi govern-
ment.

Al-Assaf urged Prime Minis-
ter al-Zaidi’s government not to 
implement what he described as 
American plans and warned that 
any government that failed to 
work for the benefit of the Iraqi 

people could be challenged and 
“overthrown by all means.”

The statement underscores 
the political and security influ-
ence wielded by Iran-aligned 
armed groups inside Iraq even as 
Baghdad seeks to strengthen the 
authority of state institutions.

‘Important milestone’ for Iraq
Iraqi National Security Ad-

viser Qasim al-Araji described 
the end of the US-led coalition 
mission as an “important mile-
stone.”

He said the development 
would strengthen Iraq’s sover-
eignty and serve the national 
interests and aspirations of its 
people.

Al-Araji also credited Iraqi 
armed forces, resistance groups 
and the sacrifices of the Iraqi 
people with defeating Daesh, the 
Islamic State group that seized 
large parts of Iraq and Syria be-
fore being pushed back by an 
international military campaign.

The end of the coalition mis-
sion therefore represents the 
closing of a security chapter 
that began with the fight against 
Daesh and evolved into a broader 
debate over the continued pres-
ence of foreign troops in Iraq.


