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Education and
Healthcare Top
Priorities For Govt: CM

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday said
strengthening education and
healthcare remains a top prior-
ity for the Jammu and Kashmir
Government, stressing that im-
provements in both sectors are
essential for children to compete
at national and international
levels.

Addressing the award cer-
emony of the ALOHA National
Level Competition (NLC)-2026
Kashmir at the Sher-i-Kashmir
International Convention Centre
(SKICC) in Srinagar, Omar
praised the participating stu-
dents for their mental arithme-
tic skills.

“These children were amaz-
ing. If you had given me a calcu-
lator, I would not have been able
to find the answers as quickly as
they did,” he said.

Recalling his school days, the
Chief Minister said mathematics
had been a difficult subject for
him and that simply passing the
subject had been a significant
achievement.

Omar said children today face
greater competition for their at-
tention because of television,
mobile phones and digital plat-
forms, making it increasingly
difficult to keep them focused
on a particular activity.

He credited parents and
teachers for helping the stu-
dents develop the skills needed

to compete at national-level
events.

“The biggest responsibility
for the government is to pay at-
tention to these two things and
how we improve the education
system and how we improve the
health system. Only then can our
children compete not just at the
national level but at the interna-
tional level,” he said.

The Chief Minister also high-
lighted the need to improve stu-
dent retention, saying Jammu
and Kashmir performs well at
the primary and middle-school
levels but sees a decline in en-
rolment as students move into
higher classes.

He called for concerted efforts
to reduce dropout rates and en-
sure that students remain in the
education system through the
higher secondary level.

Omar also called for greater
cooperation between govern-
ment and private schools, saying
students should | More on P6

Omar Hits Back at BJP
Over Sheikh Abdullah Remarks

the BJP over remarks on National Conference founder

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Wednesday hit back at

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, saying those who did not
participate in the freedom struggle could not teach oth-
ers about that period of history.Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a function at SKICC in Srinagar, CM Omar
questioned the historical role of the RSS and the BJP's pre-
decessor organisation, asserting that the contribution and
sacrifices of the National Conference in Jammu | More on P6

Banks To Remain
Open Sunday
Ahead Of Strike

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: All banks, including
Regional Rural Banks, will remain
open on Sunday for the conve-
nience of customers in view of a
strike called by the United Forum
of Bank Unions (UFBU), the fi-
nance ministry said in a statement
on Wednesday.

The UFBU, which claims to rep-
resent 90 per cent of the banking
workforce, is set to go on a three-
day strike beginning September 28,
primarily seeking a 5-day banking
week, among other demands.

The strike, | More on P6
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Farmers harvest paddy on the outskirts of Srinagar as autumn sets in Kashmir. KO Photo By Abid Bhat

HC Allows Abortion
Of Minor Rape
Survivor

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh has permitted the
medical termination of the pregnancy of
an 11-year-old girl who was allegedly sexu-
ally assaulted, holding that the statutory
24-week gestational limit could not override
constitutional protection in the exceptional
circumstances of the case.

Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal passed the or-
der on a petition filed on behalf of the minor
through her father.

The court was informed that the pregnan-
cy was assessed at around 22 weeks and five
days when a Medical Board examined the
girl on September 11. By the time the court
delivered its judgment, the pregnancy had
crossed the 24-week statutory limit.

Considering the girl's age, the circum-
stances in which the pregnancy occurred
and the medical opinion placed before it, the
court directed the authorities to take imme-
diate consequential steps | More on P6

J&K Book Ban Controversy

SKUAST-K Interns’ Protest Enters 17th Day

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The protest by veterinary in-
terns of Sher-e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and Technology-
Kashmir (SKUAST-K) over revision

of their monthly internship stipend
entered its 17th consecutive day on
Wednesday at the Shuhama campus.
Under the banner of the Jammu
& Kashmir Veterinary Students
Association (JKVSA), | More on P6

Hailstorm,
Gusty Winds Hit
Kashmir

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Parts of Kashmir Valley
witnessed  hailstorms,  gusty
winds and brief spells of rain on
Wednesday as cloud activity in-
tensified across several areas dur-
ing the afternoon.

Independent weather forecaster
Faizan Asif Keng said cloud devel-
opment was first observed over
parts of North Kashmir before in-
tensifying and spreading towards
Central and South Kashmir.

Hailstorms were reported from
Sopore and some other areas
of North Kashmir, while strong
winds were recorded across parts
of North and Central Kashmir.
Several areas also received brief
spells of rain.

“Light snowfall was also ob-
served over the extreme higher
reaches of Kashmir,” Keng said.

He said no major spell of rain
or snowfall was expected across
Jammu and Kashmir over the next
10 days, though isolated late-after-
noon thundershowers or brief spells
of rain could occur in some areas.

The India  Meteorological
Department has not issued any
weather warning for Jammu and
Kashmir for September 23-27.
However, thunderstorm and light-
ning activity has been forecast for
September 28 and 29.

Srinagar recorded a maximum
temperature of 30.3 degrees
Celsius on Tuesday, 2.9 degrees
above normal, | More on P6
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CS Defends Removal of
4,249 Banned Books; Omar
Questions Elected Govt’s Role

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The controversy over the
withdrawal of books from govern-
ment educational institutions in
Jammu and Kashmir intensified on
Wednesday, with Chief Secretary
Atal Dulloo defending the removal
of banned titles, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah questioning the role
of the elected government in such
decisions, and Kashmir's chief cleric

Sparks Political Debate

Mirwaiz Seeks Transparency,
Says Withdrawals Could
Affect Academic Freedom

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq seeking great-
er transparency.

Dulloo said books banned under
provisions of law should not be kept
in government schools and colleges,
describing the examination of books
as a regular process.

“Banned books, which the govern-
ment has banned under provisions
of law, should not be in government
schools or colleges. The government
has taken this | More on P6

Over 25,000 Students Graduate Yearly, But
J&K Has No Employability Data

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir Government does
not have consolidated,
course-wise data on the
employability of gradu-
ates from government
degree colleges, universi-
ties and cluster universi-
ties, the Higher Education

produce around 25,000
to 30,000 graduates every

year.
However, it said stan-
dardised  employability
data was not available for
the academic sessions
2023-24, 2024-25 and
2025-26.

The department said
graduate  employability
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Department has informed
the Legislative Assembly.
In a written reply to

Unstarred D. No. 1/6/76,
tabled by MLA Arjun Singh
Raju, the department said

Jammu and Kashmir has
145 government degree
colleges, which collectively

varies across courses and
institutions and is influ-
enced by | More on P6
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PM2.5 Identified As Leading Air Pollutant
Driving Global Cancer Burden: Study

Press Trust Of India

study that analysed global cancer
burden with a long-term exposure
to common air pollutants across
952 locations found that PM2.5 is
the dominant contributor.
Particulate matter sized under 2.5 microns
or 0.0025 millimetres (PM2.5) accounted
for 8.82 million cases of the total 109
million cases identified between 2000 and
2020, according to findings published in the
journal Nature Health.
Highest preventable fraction of cancers in
the population due to PM2.5 exposure was
observed for cancers of the respiratory,
reproductive and endocrine systems.
Researchers, including those from the
Chinese Academy of Sciences, also found
that globally, each 10 microgram per
cubic metre increase in PM2.5, ozone and
nitrous oxide levels was associated with an
increased risk of cancer by 16 per cent, 4.23
per cent and 11.7 per cent, respectively.
Exposure to nitrous oxide was attributable
to 6.67 million incident cases, while
exposure to ozone was attributable to
about 2.6 million incident cases during
the study period. Women were found to
be consistently more vulnerable for most
malignancies.
Almost the entire global population (99 per

cent)breathes air containing pollutant levels
exceeding the World Health Organization's
air quality guidelines, with the highest
exposures seen in low and middle-income
countries, the researchers said.

Air pollution adversely affects nearly every
organ system in the body, they said.

"This study evaluated the effects of long-
term exposure to PM2.5, 03 (ozone) and
NO2 (nitrous oxide) on cancer incidence
and quantified their attributable burdens

worldwide, encompassing 109 million
cases from 952 locations between 2000 and
2020," the authors wrote.

"PM2.5 emerged as the dominant
contributor to the global cancer burden,
accounting for approximately 8.82 million
attributable cases during the study period,"
they said.

About 17.9 per cent of tracheal, bronchial
and lung cancer cases could be prevented
if exposure to PM2.5 was removed or

addressed, the study found.

The results reinforce the International
Agency for Research on Cancer's (IARC) --
the United Nations' cancer agency -- group
1 classification of PM2.5 as a carcinogen,
particularly for lung cancer, signifying the
existence of definitive, sufficient evidence
of PM2.5's carcinogenic properties, the
researchers said.

However, the study also showed that
PM2.5's cancer-inducing gene mutations
extend beyond the respiratory system,
particularly cancers of the thyroid,
oesophagus, colon and rectal, and breast.
Further, each 10 microgram per cubic metre
increase in PM2.5 was found to correspond
with a 17.9 per cent higher risk of kidney
cancer and a 21.1 per cent higher risk of
bladder cancer.

Biologically, PM2.5 exerts broad cancer-
related impacts, possibly due to its small
size and driving multiple processes,
including systemic oxidative stress, DNA
damage and immune dysregulation, the
researchers said.

The study wuses high-quality, globally
representative cancer datasets involving
populations from low, middle and high-
income countries and therefore, ensures a
generalisability of the findings, they said.
The findings provide critical evidence to
inform air quality policies, the team added.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Brain’s Language
Network May Be More
Resilient To Ageing: Study

Press Trust Of India

mong older adults, activity in the brain region
responsible for language may be identical to
that seen in brains of younger adults, even
as activity in the brain system involved in
decision-making might differ between the two age
groups, a new study has found.
Findings published in the journal Nature
Communications suggest that specialised brain
regions, including those involved in processing
language, might be more resilient to ageing, compared
to other brain regions, researchers said.
The researchers from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and Boston University said that
cognitive functions tend to decline with age — brain
scans from previous studies have shown changes
in function of a brain network involved in working
memory and problem-solving.
"It's well known that executive functions, such as
attention, working memory, and cognitive control,
tend to decline with age. And it's also known that in
opposition to that, language skills typically tend to

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, HAMEEDA BANO, W/0O MOHAMMAD SIDIQ MIR, R/0
KREMSHORA, KHANSAHIB, BUDGAM, am seeking correction
with regard to my name, which has been erroneously written as
“HAMIDA” in official records, including bank records, instead of
my correct name, i.e. “HAMEEDA BANO.”

Account No.: 0435040100003453

If anyone has any objection in this regard, he/she may inform
the competent authority (J&K Bank Branch Kremshora) within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice.

HAMEEDA BANO
W/0: MOHAMMAD SIDIQ MIR rko
R/0: KREMSHORA, KHANSAHIB, BUDGAM

| have applied for the issuance of DOB certificate In favour of
my son Tawkeer Ahamd War who was born on 20-07-2015
& Mohammad Hazim War who was born on 22-01-2018.. If
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file them
in the office of the BDO Tujjer Sharief within seven days. After
that no objection shall be entertained.

Mohammad Arif War

F/o Tawkeer Ahamd War & Mohammad Hazim War fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Ghulam Mohammad Dar S/o Ab Gani Dar, R/o Seriwarpora,
Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K - 193121, do hereby
inform the general public that my name has inadvertently been
recorded as “Gh. Mohd Dar” in my Aadhaar Card bearing No.
6380 80251666, which is incorrect.
My correct and actual name is “Ghulam Mohammad Dar”.
| have applied for correction/updation of my name in the
Aadhaar records. Any person having any objection in this regard
may submit the same to the concerned authority within 7 days
fromthe date of publication of this notice. No objection shall be
entertained thereafter.

fko

NOTICE

|, Manzoor Ahmad Mir, father of
Mohammad Nawab, who is studying in
Class 4th, Section Blue, Roll No. 22 at
Green Valley Educational Institute, Ellahi
Bagh, Srinagar, hereby give notice that
the name of my ward was inadvertently
recorded in the school records as
‘Nawab Manzoor Mir" instead of his

correct name, “Mohammad Nawab.”
| request the school authorities

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD OF SCHOOL
EDUCATION SUB OFFICE KUPWARA
ATTENTION PLEASE
The Candidates whose photograph is Published in this notice
is claiming to have lost his 10 th Class Marks Certificate
of Secondary School Examination issued by BOSE with the
following particulars

Name. :- Agib Ahmad Bhat

Parentage.:- Habib Ullah Bhat

Mothers Name.:- Farziya Begum
Residence.:- Langate .Distt.KUPWARA
10 th Class Roll No:- 5205263

Session.:- Annual Regular 2016

Reg No:- N25480650077
DO0B:-15.12.2001 Result Qualified Class 10th B2 .Marks 327/500

Now the candidate has applied for issuance of duplicate
Marks Certificate before the same is processed and issued in
the candidate anybody having any objection in this regard may
file the same before the Asstant Secretary, BOSE sub office
Kupwara or undersigned within 07 days from the date of issue
of this notice. Besides, the above referred Marks certificate
bearing Roll no :- 5205263.are be treated as cancelled,
SD/=
fko Asstant Secretary
J&K BOSE SUB OFFICE KUPWARA

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD OF SCHOOL
EDUCATION SUB OFFICE KUPWARA

ATTENTION PLEASE

The Candidates whose photograph is Published in this notice
is claiming to have lost his 12 th Class Marks Certificate of
Higher Secondary School Examination issued by BOSE with the
following particulars
Name. :- Agib Ahmad Bhat
Parentage.:- Habib Ullah Bhat
Mothers Name.:- Farziya Begum
Residence.:- Langate .Distt .KUPWARA
12th Class Roll No:- 8182285
Session.:- Annual Regular 2018
Reg No:- N25480650077
D 0B:-15.12.2001 Result Qualified Class 12th 1st Division .Marks
336/500

Now the candidate has applied for issuance of duplicate
Marks Certificate before the same is processed and issued in
the candidate anybody having any objection in this regard may
file the same before the Asstant Secretary, BOSE sub office
Kupwara or undersigned within 07 days from the date of issue
of this notice. Besides, the above referred Marks certificate
bearing Roll no :- 8182285.are be treated as cancelled,

SD/=
Asstant Secretary
fko J&K BOSE SUB OFFICE KUPWARA

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Mohd. Yousuf Malla, S/o Gh. Hussain Malla, R/0 Magam,
hereby inform that my 8th Class Pass Certificate, issued by
Government Middle School, Magam, was badly damaged due
to the 2014 floods. | am now applying for a duplicate certificate.
Any person having any objection to theissuance of theduplicate
certificate may submit the same in writing to the Office of the
Zonal Education Officer, Magam, within 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice.
Mohd. Yousuf Malla

S/0 Gh. Hussain Malla
R/0 Magam

bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Mohammad Latief Tragwal, F/o: Affifa Batool R/o: Alamdar Colony
C, Lal Bazar Srinagar, do hereby state that | am applying for
correction of the parentage details in the school records of my
daughter, Affifa Batool, who is studying at Bilaliya Educational
Institute, Lal Bazar, Srinagar.

to correct the name in their records
accordingly.
If anyone has any objection to the

remain quite stable or even improve with age," said
lead author Anne Billot, who carried out the work
while doing her PhD at Boston University.

"These two types of functions really go in opposite
directions in healthy ageing. In terms of behaviour,

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Haneefa Begum W/o Gulam Mohmad Dar, R/o Seriwarpora,

that's quite well-established, and we wanted to see if
that was also the case in the brain,” she said.

The study revealed that in older adults, activity of
the language processing network is nearly identical

Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K — 193121, do hereby
inform the general public that my name has inadvertently been
recorded as “Hanifa Begum” in my Aadhaar Card bearing No.
5712 3539 7012, which is incorrect.

My correct and actual name is “Haneefa Begum”.

proposed correction, they may contact
the school authorities within seven days
from the date of publication of this notice.

Incorrect Father’s name: Muhammad Latief Tragwal
Correct Father’s name: Mohammad Latief Tragwal
Incorrect Mother’s name: Nelofar Begum
Correct Mother’s name: Nilofar

If anybody having any objection to the said correction, he/she may
contact the office of the Principal Bilaliya Educational Institute,Lal
Bazar, Srinagar within 7 days of this notice. After that no objection
will be entertained.

to that seen in the brains of younger adults during
language tasks.

However, the researchers found that activation
patterns in the 'multiple demand network’, a brain

After the expiry of the said period, no
objection shall be entertained.

| have applied for correction/updation of my name in the
Aadhaar records. Any person having any objection in this regard
may submit the same to the concerned authority within 7 days

system involved in executive control tasks such as oy oy et acation of this notice. No objection shall be Manzoor Ahmad Mir /o Mohammad Latief Tragwal
ecision-making, were very direrent in older an fko Father of Mohammad Nawab Nilofar

younger adults. Media line advt

PUBLIC NOTICE

I,Irfan Hussain, F/o Arshi Irfan, hereby declare that due to an
i inadvertent error, the name of my daughter were wrongly
recorded in the school records of Igbal Memorial Institute

9 (€ OF PUBLICATION |
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The details are as follows:
Incorrect Name: Arusha Irfan

Correct Name: Arshi Irfan
If any person has any objection to the above-mentioned
corrections, they may inform the school authority of Igbal
Memorial Institute Bemina within 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice. Thereafter, no objection shall be
entertained.

KO
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The methods used to consume news have changed over time
from newspapers, to television, to the Internet on our computers
to carrying the news around with us 24/7 on smartphones in our

pockets.

Irfan Hussain
F/o Arshi Irfan

Media line advt

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as KHALIDA AKHTER S/0
AB RASHID YATOO on my Adhaar card bearing Adhaar No
..64951205 4437 while my correct name is KHALIDA RASHID
D/0 ABDUL RASHID YATOO  which needs to be corrected if
anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file
his/ her objection in the office of concerned Adhaar authority of
India within seven days from the publication of this notice after
that no objection will be entertained

Name...KHALIDA RASHID

D/0..ABDUL RASHID YATOO

R/0..DAWLATPORA AUTHOORA fko

Kashmir Observer, with 29 years of experience in news gathering is
now available 24x7 on all digital platforms like laptops, cell phones or
via Bluetooth on your smart TV’s across the world

Kashmir Observer is a one stop information bank for you. Watch
live debates, talk shows and documentaries on critical issues facing
Kashmir on KO youtube channel.
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JKSC Holds UT-Level
Football Trials at TRC Turf

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir Sports Council
(JKSC) on Wednesday con-
ducted UT-level trials for
Sub-Junior Boys in football
at the TRC Synthetic Foot-
ball Turf in Srinagar to se-
lect the J&K team for the
National Football Champi-
onship 2026.

Young footballers from
across Jammu and Kashmir
participated in the trials and

evaluation was also sup-
ported by the accompanying
physiotherapy team.

Secretary, J&K Sports
Council, Tazayun Mukhtar
Kawos, was present during
the proceedings.

The Sports Council said
the trials were part of its ef-
forts to identify and nurture
grassroots sporting talent
across Jammu and Kashmir.

It also reiterated its com-
mitment to maintaining a
transparent and merit-based

showcased their skills before
the selection panel.

The expert panel as-
sessed the players on techni-
cal proficiency, game aware-
ness and overall fitness. The

selection process based on
fair competition.

The selected players will
represent Jammu and Kash-
mir at the National Football
Championship 2026.
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Dastgeer Sahib llluminated, Devotees
Gather Ahead of Annual Urs

seek blessings. The annual Urs of Hazrat Sheikh

Observer News Service

Omar Meets IUST VC, KCCI
Delegatlon At Raablta

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Wednes-
day held separate meetings
with Vice Chancellor of the
Islamic University of Science
and Technology (IUST), Prof
Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, and
a delegation of the Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI) at Raabita
in Srinagar.

During his meeting with
Prof Romshoo, the Chief
Minister discussed matters
related to higher education
and academic development in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The interaction focused

on strengthening educational

initiatives and promoting
academic excellence, with the
government reiterating its en-
gagement with higher educa-
tion institutions.

Omar also met a KCCI
delegation led by its presi-
dent Javid Ahmad Tenga and
discussed issues concerning
trade, business and the eco-
nomic growth of the region.

The meetings provided
an opportunity for discus-
sions on strengthening coor-
dination with academic and
business stakeholders and
advancing initiatives related
to education, commerce and
wider economic development.

KU, UGC-DAE CSR Hold
Research Facilities Workshop

Observer News Service

Srinagar:The Department of
Physics at the University of
Kashmir, in collaboration
with the UGC-DAE Consor-
tium for Scientific Research
(UGC-DAE CSR), Indore
Centre, organised a two-day
awareness workshop to pro-
mote collaborative research
and wider access to national
scientific facilities.

The workshop famil-
iarised faculty members
and researchers with ma-
jor Department of Atomic
Energy facilities, including
the Raja Ramanna Centre
for Advanced Technology
(RRCAT), Dhruva Reactor
and Variable Energy Cyclo-
tron Centre (VECC), along
with advanced infrastruc-
ture available at UGC-DAE
CSR centres.

Inaugurating the work-
shop, University of Kash-
mir Vice-Chancellor Prof
Nilofer Khan stressed the
importance of stronger links
between universities and na-
tional research facilities.

She said access to ad-
vanced scientific infrastruc-
ture could expand the scope
and quality of research and
provide researchers oppor-
tunities to work with cutting-
edge facilities and develop
scientific collaborations.

Director, UGC-DAE CSR,

Prof Kaustubh R. S. Priolkar,
highlighted the Consortium's
efforts to facilitate access
to major DAE facilities and
encouraged researchers to
make greater use of its Col-
laborative Research Scheme.

Centre directors and
senior scientists interacted
with participants and ex-
plained facility access proce-
dures and opportunities for
collaborative research.

Technical sessions cov-
ered material synthesis and
characterisation, spectros-
copy, microscopy and phys-
ical-property measurements
under low-temperature and
high-magnetic-field condi-
tions. Participants were also
introduced to access proto-
cols for INDUS Synchrotron
beamlines at RRCAT and
facilities at the Consortium's
centres in Mumbai, Kalpak-
kam and Kolkata, including
the Bhubaneswar Node.

Faculty members from
physical, chemical, bio-
logical and engineering sci-
ences participated in the
workshop and explored po-
tential collaborations and
research proposals.

The programme is ex-
pected to strengthen re-
search links between the
University of Kashmir and
UGC-DAE CSR and promote
wider use of advanced scien-
tific infrastructure among
researchers.

Abdul Qadir Jilani (RA) remains an
important religious observance in
Kashmir, attracting devotees from
across the Valley to Dastgeer Sahib
every year.

Meanwhile, National Conference
president Farooq Abdullah and Chief

Zubair Firdous from Nishat said
the gathering reflected Kashmir's long-
standing spiritual traditions, with
devotees arriving from different areas
to participate in the observances.

The Shab-e-Urs was marked by
prayers, recitation of the Holy Quran,

6

Srinagar: The historic Dastgeer Sahib
shrine in Khanyar witnessed a steady
flow of devotees on Wednesday evening
as preparations for the annual Urs
of Hazrat Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani
(RA), popularly known as Ghaus-ul-
Azam, entered the final stage.

The shrine was illuminated as
devotees began arriving for the night-
long Shab Khani on the eve of Thurs-
day's Urs Mubarak.

People from different parts of
Srinagar and other areas of Kashmir
visited the shrine to offer prayers and
participate in religious observances.

Devotees said the Shab Khani
holds special spiritual significance
and remains deeply rooted in Kash-
mir's religious traditions.

Numan Ahmed, a devotee from
Soura, said families have been visiting
Dastgeer Sahib for generations to par-
ticipate in the night-long prayers and

The annual Urs of Hazrat Sheikh Abdul Qadir
Jilani (RA) remains an important religious observance
in Kashmir, attracting devotees from across the Valley
to Dastgeer Sahib every year.

Minister Omar Abdullah extended
greetings to Muslims on the occasion,
recalling the spiritual teachings and
legacy of Hazrat Ghaus-ul-Azam.

Omar Abdullah expressed hope
that the occasion would bring peace,
harmony and prosperity to Jammu
and Kashmir.

Zikr and other religious activities,
with devotees spending the night in
remembrance and devotion.

Preparations continued at the
shrine and adjoining areas for the
main Urs on Thursday, which is
expected to draw a large gathering
of devotees.

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 1800180701

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200
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SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

Jh

* PRAYERS
FAJR 4:57

HIJRI ZUHR  12:24
CALENDAR | Asr b by
11 Rabi-Ul-Sani Magrib  6:31
1448 ISHA  7:51

This Day In History

1493 - Christopher Columbus embarks on his 2nd
expedition to the New World, setting sail with a
fleet of 17 ships

1529 - Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent and his
Ottoman troops arrive in Vienna, beginning of the
siege

1688 - France declares war on Germany

1706 - Treaty of Altranstadt: Charles XIl of Sweden
& August Il of Saksen

1789 - President George Washington nominates
John Jay for Ist Chief Justice

1789 - US Attorney General Office is created

1829 - Russia & Ottoman Empire sign Peace Treaty
of Adrianople

1838 - Anti-Corn-Law League forms to repeal
English Corn Law

1841 - British adventurer James Brooke obtains
lands around the Sarawak river from the Sultan of
Brunei

1850 - Papal Bull issued, establishes Roman

Catholic hierarchy in England
1853 - France annexes New Caledonia
1877 - Battle of Shiroyama, decisive victory of the
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Imperial Japanese Army over the Satsuma Rebellion
1943 - Soviet forces reconquer Smolensk

1965 - Saudi Arabian & Egyptian accord over Yemen
1970 - Soviet space probe Luna 16 lands on earth
after 1st unmanned round trip to moon

1971 - 90 Russian diplomats expelled from Britain
for spying

1975 - OPEC announces a 15% increase in
government per barrel revenues

1978 - USSR performs underground nuclear test
1979 - CompuServe began operation as Ist
computer information service

1980 - Iraqi troops cross Iran's border, encircling
Abadan

1981 - US performs nuclear test at Nevada Test Site
1982 - US, Italian & French peacekeeping troops
begin arriving in Lebanon

1990 - Iraq invades the French and Dutch missions
in Kuwait; French President Mitterrand called
the action a violation of international law; a U.S.
warship boards an Iragi-flagged tanker bound for
the port of Basrah

1990 - Saddam Hussein states his willingness to
strike first and his intention to damage oil fields in
theregionif Iraq does strike

From KO Avchives

Traders Refusing
Kashmiri Apple

400 Trucks Lying Unloaded At Azadpur Mandi

Observer News Service

rinagar-Nearly 400 trucks laden with Kashmiri ap-
ple are stranded at the Azadpur mandi in Delhi, as
traders refuse to unload them because of their pref-
erence for fruit from Himachal Pradesh.

The situation has sent a wave of concern through fruit
traders in Kashmir, and the matter has been taken up with
the Delhi government.

A delegation of the Fruit Growers Association said
that different varieties of apple are being exported in this
season and 400 trucks laden with the fruit arrived in the
Azadpur mandi in Delhi four days ago.

"Traders in the capital are declining to unload the
trucks because preference is being given to fruit from Him-
achal over that from Kashmir," it said.

The trucks are stranded at the mandi, causing deep con-
cern among the growers community, it said. The stranding
of 400 trucks has caused a shortage of vehicles to ferry fruit
to outside the state, and as a result freight charges have
jumped through the roof, it said.

"Only a few days ago, the freight per carton from Shop-
yan to Delhi was Rs 40. This had now been hiked to Rs 50,"
it said. Sources said that the union minister for water re-
sources, Prof Saifuddin Soz, has conveyed his concern by
raising the issue with the horticulture department in Delhi
after the matter was brought to his notice by fruit traders.

(Kashmir Observer, September 24, 2000)
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. KOVIEW
Nature First

ashmir’s celebrated beauty is disappearing fast. Lush

meadows, turquoise lakes, and historic landmarks are

giving way to haphazard construction and concrete

walls. Roads carve through valleys, tourist spots are
boxed in by bulky gates, and once-scenic views are lost to unsight-
ly development.

These changes harm ecosystems and affect the well-being of
residents and visitors alike. Eco-engineering offers a way to rec-
oncile growth with nature, guiding development that protects the
environment while enhancing human experience.

The problem starts in classrooms. Engineering students ac-
quire technical knowledge but rarely absorb the responsibility
that should accompany it.

Sustainability is often confined to a single optional semester,
covering familiar topics like deforestation, noise pollution, and
soil degradation. Such superficial treatment leaves future engi-
neers ill-equipped to weigh environmental consequences in real
projects. Sustainability must be integrated across all subjects,
teaching students to balance design, function, and ecological im-
pact from the start.

Making environmental code books as central as design manu-
als would turn theoretical knowledge into everyday practice.
Students exposed to these standards early would naturally factor
ecological costs into their decisions.

Small changes in perspective can also have real impact. Urban
transport, for example, could prioritize panoramic bus windows
over Wi-Fi screens, connecting commuters to their surroundings.
Rewarding cyclists with data incentives encourages green mobility.

Such interventions show that eco-conscious thinking is prac-
tical and achievable.

Design itself shapes human experience. Concrete gates at
tourist sites may impress, but they sever the connection with
the environment. Tree-canopy entrances or structures that blend
with the landscape evoke awe while protecting ecosystems.

Students must learn to integrate architecture, psychology,
and engineering, guided by educators who emphasize ethics. Col-
laboration and conscious design can turn every project into an
opportunity to harmonize human life with nature.

Environmental degradation and poorly planned growth re-
veal the cost of neglecting moral and ecological responsibility in
the valley.

By embedding sustainability into engineering education, we
can cultivate professionals capable of designing a Kashmir where
development enhances rather than erodes natural beauty.

Dr S. Bashir hmad Veeri

n September 21, 2026, growers,

buyers and other stakehold-

ers from across the Kashmir

Valley gathered at a Buyer-
Seller Meet held at the Sher-i-Kashmir
International Convention Complex in
Srinagar. The meet was presided over
by Agriculture Minister Javid Ahmad
Dar and attended by several legislators
representing agrarian constituencies
of Jammu and Kashmir. Discussions
centred on the persistent bottlenecks
affecting the horticulture supply chain,
particularly in post-harvest manage-
ment, logistics, market access and value
realisation for growers.

The meet also highlighted a larger
shift underway in the sector. Jammu
and Kashmir’s horticulture economy
is moving away from a model built pri-
marily around orchards and seasonal
trade towards an integrated value chain
in which productivity, quality, storage,
processing, branding and market linkag-
es matter as much as the fruit itself. The
task now is to ensure that this transition
actually improves efficiency and com-
petitiveness while increasing the share
of value that reaches the grower.

The sector already carries consider-
able weight in the regional economy. It
generates close to Rs 10,000 crore annu-
ally and supports more than 35 lakh peo-
ple, directly or indirectly, across over
seven lakh families. According to the
roadmap released by NITI Aayog, hor-
ticulture accounts for nearly seven per
cent of the Union Territory’s Gross State
Domestic Product, a share that few other
sectors of comparable size can match.

The most visible change is taking
place inside the orchard itself. Tradi-
tional apple cultivation relied on large
trees, wide spacing and a long wait be-
fore the first harvest. High-density plan-
tation works differently. It uses dwarf-
ing rootstocks, closer spacing, trellising,
canopy management and fertigation,
with the aim of improving productivity
and fruit quality while making more ef-
ficient use of land and water, rather than
simply adding more trees.

The scale of this shift can now be
measured. The Economic Survey 2025-

Kashmir’s Next
Horticulture Shift

The region 1s moving from traditional orchards towards
high-density farming, processing and stronger market links.

plants were distributed during 2024-25,
taking the cumulative area under high-
and medium-density plantations to
20,034 hectares. The overall area under
major horticultural crops stands at 3.47
lakh hectares, with production of 27.35
lakh metric tonnes recorded up to No-
vember 2025.

This transition matters particu-
larly in a region where landholdings are
small. Raising output from existing land
makes greater sense than expanding the
area under cultivation. For this reason,
high-density plantation cannot remain
merely a subsidy-driven programme for
new saplings. It needs to function as a
complete production system, backed by
certified planting material, technical ex-
tension, assured irrigation, pest surveil-
lance, crop insurance and reliable access
to credit and inputs.

Public policy is beginning to reflect
this integrated approach. The Holistic
Agriculture Development Programme
has allocated Rs 1,028.21 crore for horti-
culture projects. Alongside it, NITI Aay-
og’s Roadmap for Horticulture Develop-
ment, released earlier this year, lays out
a plan extending up to 2047.

Its centrepiece, Operation Golden
Greens, is structured as an umbrella
mission with five sub-missions cover-
ing dry fruits, fresh fruits, vegetables,
floriculture and minor crops. Fresh
fruits account for about 73 per cent of the
fruit-growing area and remain the focus
of efforts to raise productivity through
high-density plantation, stronger cold-
chain infrastructure and improved ex-
port logistics.

Dry fruits cover roughly 27 per cent
of the area but command high value. The
mission therefore emphasises process-
ing, branding and Geographical Indica-
tion tagging to enhance returns. The
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roadmap sets out three phases—from
2026 to 2030, 2030 to 2035, and 2035 to
2047—progressively moving from foun-
dational infrastructure towards deeper
integration with global markets.

Much of the real transformation,
however, has to take place after the fruit
leaves the tree. A significant share of
value is still lost through poor grading,
inadequate packaging, costly trans-
portation and insufficient storage. The
roadmap estimates post-harvest losses
in apples at around 25 per cent.

Controlled Atmosphere storage
capacity in Jammu and Kashmir has
grown from about 31,000 metric tonnes
in 2016-17 to 2.92 lakh metric tonnes to-
day. Yet the estimated requirement is
close to six lakh metric tonnes. This
gap underscores why storage cannot be
treated as a standalone infrastructure
intervention. It needs to be integrated
with pack houses, grading units, quali-
ty-testing laboratories, processing facili-
ties and reliable market information.

Digital markets add another layer
to this emerging value chain. The elec-
tronic National Agriculture Market, or
eNAM, connects mandis through online
trading, transparent bidding and digi-
tal payments. In Jammu and Kashmir,
trade through eNAM touched Rs 634.09
crore, covering 28.26 lakh quintals, up to
November 2025. Its real contribution lies
not merely in digitising mandi transac-
tions but in providing growers with bet-
ter price discovery and access to a wider
pool of buyers.

Crop diversification will determine
how resilient the sector remains in the
years ahead. Apple will continue to oc-
cupy a central place in Kashmir’s or-
chards, but future growth cannot depend
on a single crop. Walnut, almond, saf-
fron, pear, cherry and apricot already of-
fer proven returns, while berries, kiwi,

selected nuts, vegetables and medicinal
and aromatic plants can create new pro-
duction clusters.

The NITI Aayog roadmap goes fur-
ther by mapping suitable varieties for
different agro-climatic zones—from
temperate belts suited to cherry and
walnut to intermediate zones better
suited to peach and plum—giving dis-
tricts a clearer basis for deciding what
to plant and where.

Floriculture offers a quieter but
potentially valuable link between agri-
culture and tourism. Government gar-
dens, commercial flower cultivation
and the Bagh-e-Gul-e-Dawood project
demonstrate how flowers can generate
income well beyond the farm gate, sup-
porting tourism and small local enter-
prises. The Economic Survey records
278 parks and gardens and 356.41 hect-
ares under commercial floriculture
across the Union Territory.

None of this can succeed through
technology alone. Climate variability,
pest and disease pressures, pesticide res-
idues, continued reliance on imported
planting material, high transportation
costs and limited processing capacity re-
main significant constraints.

Addressing these challenges will
require climate-resilient varieties, pre-
cision irrigation, integrated pest man-
agement, stronger testing infrastruc-
ture, export-certification support and
farmer producer organisations capable
of bargaining and marketing collectively
rather than leaving growers to negotiate
individually.

Taken together, these developments
point to a single conclusion: the horticul-
ture economy of Jammu and Kashmir
needs to be understood as a value chain,
not simply as an orchard.

The required shift is from produc-
tion to productivity; from raw fruit to
processed products; from distress sales
at harvest time to planned and stag-
gered marketing; and from scattered in-
dividual growers to organised producer
networks.

If infrastructure, research, technol-
ogy and market access advance togeth-
er, horticulture can emerge as an even
stronger source of rural income, employ-
ment and export earnings—while retain-
ing its central place in the economy of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The author is a serving legislator

from South Kashmir’s Bijbehara
constituency and contributes occasionally
to public policy discourse and the
discussion of contemporary political
challenges. He can be reached at
drveeri2@gmail.com.

The Battle for Kashmir’s Walnut

Walnut carving once connected masters, families and homes. Today, Its

makers are growing older while buyers turn to cheaper copies.

n the old lanes of Srinagar, the sound finds
you. Steel taps walnut with an artistry that
has filled these streets for centuries.
Masters turned this wood into beds
that survived marriages. They built cabinets
that moved through ages, and carved panels
so deep you could run your finger through the
grooves and feel the valley’s history.

The walnut trees grow slow and dense
across Kashmir. Their timber packs tight with
grain that holds detail like memory holds songs.
Artisans learned to read that grain like a map.

They knew exactly where to cut, under-
stood how hard to push, and recognized when to
pull back before the wood split.

Fathers taught sons in workshops that had
no formal walls. Masters took apprentices and
showed them the chinar leaf. They demonstrat-
ed the lotus, and traced vines that seemed to
crawl across the surface rather than sit on top.

No two tables ever matched completely.
That was the entire point.

A single cabinet could eat up months of
labour. Families paid accordingly because

they understood the math: buy once and
keep forever.

The wood fought off pests naturally, and the
colour grew richer with each passing year. A
bed bought for a wedding might eventually hold
the grandchildren. Beyond decoration, it was
about staying power in a place where nothing
else stayed put.

The craft worked because everyone
understood the bargain. Artisans earned
enough to stick around, and customers saved
enough to buy quality. The furniture meant
something beyond money. It rooted families
to something solid. When Kashmir shook,
the walnut bed held steady.

That world is cracking open now.

Machines arrived first on the scene. Com-
puter cutters now reproduce the chinar leaf in
minutes. What took a master several weeks now
takes an operator one afternoon. The patterns
look fine from across the room, but step closer
and the depth disappears completely.

Machines cut even and flat, but human
hands know to change pressure. They let
the wood speak, and ease up when the grain
shifts direction.

Customers rarely step closer. They see the
shape, notice the dark stain, check the price tag
that reads half the workshop rate, and buy the
copy and call it good enough.

Then came the substitutes.

Kail wood appeared on the market, deodar
followed close behind, and rubber wood shipped
in from places with zero connection to this valley.

These timbers drink stain like water. A few
coats of chemical polish let them wear walnut’s

colour like a costume. The real grain hides un-
derneath.

The weight feels wrong. It is too light, and
feels almost hollow. In any showroom, you will
see them sitting side by side. The authentic
piece and the imitation remain separated by
thousands of rupees and centuries of knowl-
edge. Most buyers grab the cheaper one.

Money is tight everywhere. The differences
feel fussy, almost like collector’s details, and it
all seems far removed from real life.

Here is the trap that catches everyone: fake
walnut sales pull support from real workshops,
and kids who grow up around machine-carved
junk lose the eye for handmade work.

Young Kashmiris scroll past their own
heritage online. Foreign buyers fly in to grab
authentic pieces for Dubai apartments and Lon-
don flats. The craft survives for export markets
while dying at home.

The money turned brutal over time. Raw
walnut costs more every single season. Middle-
men insert themselves between tree and table.
They take cuts that leave artisans with scraps.

A master carver with twenty years of expe-
rience earns less than a construction labourer.
His kids watch him bend over the wood until
evening. They see his hands cramping, notice
his eyes burning, make their own choices, study
computers, apply for government posts, and
leave the valley entirely.

The workshops grow emptier each year, the
masters grow older, and the chain edges closer
to breaking.

Some workshops tried to adapt to new
times. They built lighter pieces for modern flats,

wired carved panels for electricity, filmed their
process and posted it online, and hoped the sto-
ry would sell what the product alone could not.

These moves help some workshops survive,
but cannot save the whole system and rescue the
thick web of suppliers, carvers, polishers, and
sellers that made the craft work at scale.

The threat runs deeper than simple technology.

Kashmir is forgetting how to recognize its
own treasures. Kids who have never watched
a master work cannot value what the hands
produce. They see the glossy finish on machine-
made kail wood, accept it as sufficient, inherit
carved panels from grandparents, sell them to
antique dealers for quick cash, and buy replace-
ments that will crumble before their own chil-
dren grow up.

Outside manufacturers grasp the value
better than locals do. Factories in Punjab and
Gujarat now churn out “Kashmiri style” furni-
ture. They hire cheap hands, apply fake aging
techniques, ship products back into the valley
at prices no Srinagar workshop can touch, and
steal the look and dump the meaning.

Each piece sold this way writes Kashmir
out of its own story.

The valley faces a test that is really a ques-
tion about identity. Can a society under pres-
sure hold onto something that demands time,
money, and faith? Can young Kashmiris learn to
spot stained rubber wood against real walnut?
Can they recognize embossed patterns against
hand-cut depth? Can they build businesses that
connect remaining masters to buyers who still
care about the difference?

Some signs point toward yes. Small groups

document the craft. They film artisans at work,
archive patterns, and create records that might
outlast the workshops themselves. Designers
mix traditional carving with modern function.
They build lamps and modular units that fit
current life without ditching old methods. On-
line platforms allow direct sales. They cut out
middlemen, and let carvers keep more of their
own value.

These efforts remain scattered across the
landscape. They need coordination, money, and
above all local pride.

The world already knows Kashmiri walnut
work matters. International collectors pay top
rates, while museums mount shows regularly.
The recognition is already there, but what is
missing is the internal belief that this heritage
belongs to living Kashmiris. It is not meant for
archives and foreign buyers alone.

The craft will survive in some form, but the
question is what survival looks like in practice.

Walnut carving could shrink into a bou-
tique craft, with a few masters serving global
elites while machine copies flood the local mar-
ket. It might survive only as a museum piece,
explained in captions rather than practiced in
homes.

Or it could find new life, sustained by Kash-
miris who decide their own hands and history
matter more than cheap convenience.

The author is a Srinagar-based
financial educator, and can be reached at
drm757@gmail.com.
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satirist, once told a story that
scolded parents for sending
their children abroad.

Better, it argued, to share a simple
meal with a son at home than to live
in comfort while the family sits in
different countries.

Kashmir has voices that say the
same, and some of them go further,
treating the young Kashmiri who
takes a degree or a job abroad as
someone who has committed a so-
cial offence.

The worry underneath is real.

Elderly parents need company
and attention, and children owe
them both. The argument weakens
at the point where it asks a son or
daughter to surrender a future so
that a body can remain in the next
room, and it weakens further when
it hints at selfishness in young peo-
ple who leave for education, em-
ployment and a better life.

Consider what a brilliant young
person should do when the work of
their choice does not exist at home.

Where jobs are few and open-
ings narrow, capable people look
beyond the village, the district and
the country, and some of that move-
ment is talent finding the ground

Surinder Sharma, the Indian

Kashmir Measures a Child’s
L.ove in Kilometres

The scolding directed at young Kashmiris who leave overlooks the money
the diaspora sends home and the scarcity of work that pushes them out.

where it can grow, whatever the la-
bel “brain drain” suggests.

[ know one such case.

A friend of mine, a brilliant sci-
entist, wanted to go abroad several
years ago, and his mother persuad-
ed him to stay. Out of respect for her
wishes he remained in India, and he
is recognised today as one of the
finest scientists the country has.

He also once topped a selection
list and was dropped from the fi-
nal selection, while comparatively
ordinary candidates went through.

One can only imagine what that
does to a person of real ability.

When merit goes unrewarded,
which has become routine, blam-
ing a talented person for looking
elsewhere is hard to defend, and his
early wish to go abroad looks per-
fectly understandable in retrospect.

None of this promises that all
who leave will find a better life, but
it does say that talent needs a place
where its abilities are fairly recog-
nised and properly used.

Kashmiri society already knows
that a son’s address and his loyalty
can differ.

In families where a married man
lives with his wife’s family, an ar-
rangement called Ghar Pethor or
Ghar Jamai, he lives apart from his
own parents. Few would measure
his affection for them in kilometres.

Marriage, work, money and cir-
cumstance have always decided
where people live, and geography
has never governed the bond alone.
If society understands such ar-
rangements at home, it can under-
stand a child living abroad for study
or a salary.

People have moved in search
of knowledge and a better life
throughout history. The internet
and globalisation did not invent

migration, they simply changed
how easily migrants stay in touch.

A son in London can speak to his
mother in Srinagar in the evenings,
a daughter in Toronto can watch her
father’s face on a video call, and a
trip that once took weeks now takes
a day or two.

Technology cannot lie beside an
elderly parent who is seriously ill,
and no honest account should pre-
tend otherwise. Proximity guaran-
tees nothing either.

Most of us have seen families
who share a house or an apartment
building where the children barely
speak to their parents, pass them
in corridors, eat at their own tables
and stay absorbed in their own lives.

Closeness without attachment
can be a lonelier condition than

distance.

Elsewhere, children thousands
of miles away phone their parents,
pay their medical expenses, arrange
domestic help, visit whenever pos-
sible and stay deeply involved in
their lives.

The useful question about a child
concerns how responsibly he or she
lives, and the kilometres tell very
little.

Ask a loving parent what they
want for a son or daughter. A grown
child sitting idle at home because
the family house is close, or a child
who gains knowledge, builds a ca-
reer, earns an independent living
and lives with self-respect?

Most parents choose the second.

The sharper contradiction lies
elsewhere. Kashmir has thousands

Young Kashmiris are leaving
amid insufficient jobs, inadequate
research opportunities, limited
industrial development, weak
private-sector employment

and few avenues for
entrepreneurship, and blaming
them is the easiest response and
the most intellectually lazy one.
The task is to build a Kashmir that
young people choose to stay in, and
shaming them has no part in that.

of charitable initiatives, educational
institutions, religious organisations
and welfare projects, along with in-
dividual beneficiaries, that receive
money from Kashmiris abroad. NRIs
sponsor scholarships, contribute to
mosques and schools, support or-
phanages and trusts, help families
through medical emergencies and
finance community projects, be-
sides sending money to their own
parents and relatives.

Many of those who lecture them
about leaving have drawn on that
generosity.

A person good enough to fund an
NGO, pay for a poor student’s edu-
cation or cover a stranger’s treat-
ment becomes less responsible only
in the telling, and only because of
the distance on a map.

Living away from parents and
abandoning them are different acts.

A daughter abroad may be devot-
ed while a son two streets away is
indifferent, and care, responsibility
and affection measure a child better
than any map.

The romance of staying has its
own cost, because it punishes
ambition.

A talented doctor with a place in
a world-class hospital abroad, an
engineer working on cutting-edge
technology and a scientist who
gains laboratories and equipment
unavailable at home would all be
asked to decline. A young person
who can earn several times more
overseas and secure the future of
parents, siblings and children is
judged selfish for it.

Condemning departures skips
the question of why they happen.

Young Kashmiris are leaving
amid insufficient jobs, inadequate
research opportunities, limited
industrial  development, weak

private-sector employment and
few avenues for entrepreneurship,
and blaming them is the easiest re-
sponse and the most intellectually
lazy one.

The task is to build a Kashmir that
young people choose to stay in, and
shaming them has no part in that.

Those who go also send money
home. It pays for parents’ health-
care, improves housing, finances
siblings’ education and supports
relatives in hard times, and in many
Kashmiri families one member’s
earnings abroad sustain several
people at home.

The diaspora adds exposure to
other systems, technologies, profes-
sional cultures and ways of think-
ing, which a Kashmiri living abroad
can pass back as knowledge, exper-
tise and resources.

The advice to the young should
therefore be to go wherever talent
takes them, for education, employ-
ment, research and opportunity,
and to stay connected to their par-
ents, family and community.

Those who remain behind can
practise equal wisdom by declining
to measure a child’s love in the kilo-
metres between home and Kashmir.

Parents need care, and care
does not depend on sharing a roof.
Children need opportunities, and
guilt supplies none.

A society that keeps scolding its
departing young is describing a
place that has given them little rea-
son to stay, and the scolding spares
that place the harder question of
what it has to give.

— The author works in agricultur-
al seed production andis currently
writing his first short story collec-
tion in Kashmir. He can be reached
at mbhatilyas@gmail.com.

The Mystery of Kashmir’s First Humans

Palaeolithic discoveries connect Kashmir to humanity’s deep past, but the archaeological
record offers no simple line from ancient toolmakers to people living today.

Muskan Shafi Malik

side an ancient river, holding a

chipped piece of quartzite. There
are trees, open land and the river
around them. Cities, roads, farms and
temples are far away. The land has no
name.

The person watches the trees for
animals and looks for a safe place to
stay. We know little about who they
were. The stone they left behind tells
us they were here.

This person wrote nothing, and the
silence sets a trap for anyone who
wants to call them the first Indian.

Across South Asia, archaeology has
recovered stone tools, animal remains
and other traces of early human ac-
tivity, although the evidence varies
sharply from site to site.

Those same materials say nothing
about a name, a dialect, a god or an
ethnicity, which are exactly what a
claim of ancestry needs.

The word itself is a geographical
convention.

The borders dividing India,
Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka did not exist, and the prehistor-
icland formed a single ecological zone,
which is why archaeologists speak of
South Asia or the subcontinent.

Those early foragers held no mod-
ern allegiance and no shared iden-
tity in the modern sense. Anyone who
wants to know their world must set
aside retrofitted political stories and
read the region through its geology,
ecology and stone.

Kashmir belongs in that reading
more than its reputation suggests.

Picture someone standing be-

Reported Palaeolithic finds
from Kashmir, particularly around
Pahalgam, suggest that early humans
reached the valley and its surround-
ing landscapes, although the evidence
is sparse compared with the better-
documented Palaeolithic record of
peninsular India.

At Isampur in Karnataka, a quar-
ry preserves extensive evidence of
Acheulean tool manufacture, includ-
ing cores, flakes, hammerstones and
bifaces. At Attirampakkam in Tamil
Nadu, luminescence and palaeomag-
netic dating placed Acheulean assem-
blages at roughly 1.5 million years, far
earlier than anyone had assumed.

The Acheulean is a tradition of sys-
tematically flaked, symmetrical bifac-
es, and its makers struck river cobbles
into flakes and cores, then worked
quartzite into handaxes, cleavers and
chopping tools.

Such work shows raw material
chosen with care, forward planning
and adaptation to changing terrain.
Stone also draws a hard line, because
it records mechanics and movement
while the maker’s mind stays out of
reach.

Bone was supposed to settle what
stone could not.

On 5 December 1982, at Hathnora
on the Narmada, the geologist Arun
Sonakia uncovered a partial fossilised
skullcap, the first direct biological
evidence of an early hominin in South
Asia. It sharpened the dispute instead.

Scholars first called the fossil an ad-
vanced Homo erectus, and later mor-
phometric analyses led researchers to
argue for an archaic Homo sapiens, or
for an unclassified Middle Pleistocene
lineage such as a Denisovan relative.

The skullcap keeps its value be-
cause it resists a tidy label, and it
shows knowledge as an ongoing in-
vestigation, which a fixed verdict
would end.

Suppose the label were settled. A
population living here hundreds of
thousands of years ago still could
not be mapped onto any present-
day community. Deep prehistory
ran through successive migrations,
long isolations, episodic admixture

Long before the Nile, Mesopotamia or the Aegean
rose, the subcontinent sat at a crossroads.

Populations moved out of Africa, through West Asia, into
Europe and East Asia, and South Asia worked as corridor
and crucible. Its river systems and varied microclimates
supplied habitats through Pleistocene climatic swings,
and people adapted, survived and dispersed from here

over Eurasia.

and local extinctions, with lineages
vanishing or giving way to incoming
groups.

Treating ancient presence as modern
descent is a category error that flattens
a volatile mosaic into ethnic myth, and
the valley’s stones, like the Narmada’s
bone, have no heirs to name.

Anatomically, modern humans
evolved in Africa before dispersing
over the globe, and the question for
South Asia becomes timing and route.

Some scholars favour a rapid
coastal movement along the Indian

Ocean littoral, others an inland push
through the Levant, Arabia and the
Iranian plateau.

Sudden shifts in microlithic tech-
nology give material clues, while ge-
netics keeps an independent clock.

Working with autosomal DNA, mi-
tochondrial lineages and ancient ad-
mixture, David Reich, Mait Metspalu
and Priya Moorjani have reconstruct-
ed how founder lineages entered
the subcontinent, and their findings
place modern humans here between
60,000 and 70,000 years ago.

About 74,000 years ago, the
Youngest Toba super-eruption blan-
keted large parts of South Asia in ash,
an event long cited as a volcanic win-
ter that nearly extinguished human
populations.

At Dhaba in the Middle Son Valley,
Chris Clarkson and colleagues found
continuous stone-tool assemblag-
es directly beneath and above the
ash layer, with technological tradi-
tions running unbroken through the
horizon.

The theory of catastrophe met the

layered ground, and the ground fa-
voured survival.

Long before the Nile, Mesopotamia
or the Aegean rose, the subconti-
nent sat at a crossroads. Populations
moved out of Africa, through West
Asia, into Europe and East Asia, and
South Asia worked as corridor and
crucible. Its river systems and var-
ied microclimates supplied habitats
through Pleistocene climatic swings,
and people adapted, survived and dis-
persed from here over Eurasia.

Their days revolved around flowing
rivers, savannas, monsoons that came
and failed, migrating megafauna, out-
crops of good stone, seasonal plants,
the hunt and the protection of fire.

Names, griefs and languages are
gone for good, but archaeology recov-
ers the technology, the raw-material
economies and the subsistence strat-
egies, which anchors deep prehistory
in a human life instead of speculation.

The phrase “first Indian” breaks
into several questions with several an-
swers: the earliest hominin toolmaker,
the first anatomically modern human,
the initial permanent settler, the first
biological ancestor of living groups.

Those questions point to different
realities, and the record answers with
successive populations that colonised,
vanished, intermingled and adapted
over vast epochs.

E. H. Carr observed that facts be-
come history through the questions
historians put to surviving fragments,
and this question says more about the
asker than about the stone.

Back on the river terrace, the
quartzite tool lies uninscribed, with
no maker’s name, and still proves that
someone judged the grain of the rock
and struck it with force to survive.

For hundreds of thousands of years,
people like that learned to live from
the landscape. What followed when
they began asking the landscape to
feed them belongs to another layer of
ground.

— The author holds a Master’s degree
in History from Aligarh Muslim
University. She can be reached at
muskanshafimalik@gmail.com.
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Education and

not be treated differently based on
the type of institution they attend.

“This is not a competition between
a private school and a government
school. The children are ours, whether
they study in a government school or a
private school, and they are the future
of Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

He said the government was work-
ing to simplify procedures for private
schools by reducing delays and hurdles
related to permissions and approvals.

The Chief Minister also referred to
legislation for private universities, say-
ing it would create greater opportu-
nities for students to pursue quality
higher education within Jammu and
Kashmir.

He stressed the need to prepare
students for emerging fields such as
Artificial Intelligence by incorporating
new developments into school curri-
cula and syllabi.

Referring to the ALOHA competi-
tion, Omar said participation by chil-
dren from remote areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, other states and abroad was
encouraging.

He said the achievements of the
young participants reflected the efforts
of their parents, teachers and ALOHA
International, adding that participation
itself was an achievement.

The Chief Minister also said the gov-
ernment would explore introducing the
ALOHA mental arithmetic programme
in government schools to provide stu-
dents across the education system with
a level playing field.

He congratulated the participating
students, parents, teachers and organis-
ers and expressed hope that the ALOHA
programme would expand further in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Omar Hits Back

and Kashmir could not be erased.

“The people who did not take part
in the fight for freedom, what lesson
will they teach us? RSS and the ances-
tral party of BJP, everyone knows their
role in the fight for freedom. Everyone
knows who apologised and what they
did,” he said.

Omar said Sheikh Abdullah's role in
Jammu and Kashmir's history was well
known and that the sacrifices associat-
ed with the National Conference could
not be forgotten.

“No one can forget the role of Sher-
e-Kashmir here. The sacrifices that
were made in the National Conference.
The sacrifice started from the National
Conference,” he said.

Referring to the slogan associated
with the party's political history, Omar
said: "Hamlaavar khabardar, hum
Kashmiri hain khabardar. Where did
this slogan come from?"

He accused the BJP of attempting to
reinterpret history when it disagreed
with a particular narrative.

“Now BJP has made it a habit. When
they don't like anything, they try to
present history in a new way. They have
tried in this too,” he said.

The Chief Minister also raised con-
cerns about the functioning of the
Election Commission, saying public

trust in elections was fundamental to
democracy.

Referring to delimitation in Jammu
and Kashmir, Omar reiterated concerns
earlier expressed by his party. “We be-
lieve that the process was opaque, the
process was flawed and the entire pro-
cess was designed to benefit one politi-
cal party and its friends,” he said.

He also referred to reported differ-
ences within the Election Commission,
saying such developments raised ques-
tions about the electoral process.

“The foundation of democracy is the
elections. And if people's trust in the
elections is lost, then why do people
participate in the elections?” he asked.

Rejecting suggestions that little work
had been done during the ongoing
Assembly session, Omar said questions,
bills and resolutions had been taken up
in the House.

He said BJP members had also par-
ticipated in discussions and noted that
deliberations on a resolution concern-
ing teacher training and the Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET), moved by School
Education Minister Sakeena Itoo, would
continue.

“Some more resolutions will come
before the House,” he said.

On being asked about the issue of
banning books, Omar said the elected
government did not currently have the
authority to decide such matters. "We
just have to wait for that situation to
change. And then we will take a fresh
look at what's happening,” he said.
(KNO)

HC Allows

for termination, subject to medical
assessment and safeguards recom-
mended by the Medical Board.

The judgement noted that the person
allegedly responsible for the sexual as-
sault had not been identified or arrest-
ed at the time of the decision.

The court also directed authorities to
protect the minor's identity and medi-
cal particulars and ensure that she re-
ceives necessary medical and psycho-
logical support.

The case highlights the court's ex-
ercise of constitutional jurisdiction in
exceptional circumstances, balancing
the statutory gestational limit with the
minor's fundamental rights and medi-
cal circumstances.

SKUAST-K Interns’

the interns are demanding an in-
crease in their monthly stipend from
Rs 6,000 to Rs 23,000. They said the
stipend has remained unchanged since
2011 and is inadequate in view of their
clinical duties, training requirements
and expenses.

The protesting interns have also met
Agriculture Minister Javid Ahmad Dar
over the issue. However, they said the
matter remains unresolved as the gov-
ernment has not issued any written as-
surance on revising the stipend.

The interns said verbal assurances
were insufficient and maintained that
they would continue their protest until
a written commitment was provided.

JKVSA president Saqlain Rashid
said the government was ignoring the

-

demands of veterinary interns despite
the responsibilities involved in their
training.

“If MBBS and other health sector in-
terns can be given a written assurance
on their stipend demands, we too de-
serve the same. Our work is no less im-
portant, yet we are being ignored,” he
said.

Another intern, Toyiba Bashir, said
the demand was simply for a revision
of the stipend, which has remained un-
changed for 15 years.

She said interns are required to travel
within the university, to other districts
and states, and to remote areas as part
of their training, while receiving only
Rs 6,000 per month.

The interns also sought parity with
veterinary interns in other parts of the
country, claiming that stipends at sev-
eral institutions are above Rs 20,000.

The JKVSA said the protest would
continue until the government pro-
vides a written assurance on revision of
the stipend. (KNO)

Hailstorm, Gusty

while Jammu recorded 33.9 degrees
Celsius.

Gulmarg recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 21.2 degrees Celsius and
received 3.4 mm of rainfall during the
24-hour period ending Wednesday
morning.

Banks To Remain

if it materialises, would coincide with
the half-yearly closing of the banking
sector.

In view of the proposed three-day
nationwide bank strike called by the
UFBU from September 28 to 30, 2026,
following the weekend holidays on
September 26 and 27, the government
has taken proactive steps to ensure the
banking services needs of citizens, the
statement said.

“In order to ensure that the genuine
banking needs of the public are not ad-
versely affected for an extended period,
all Public Sector Banks and Regional
Rural Banks will function normally on
Sunday, the 27th of September, 2026,”
it said.

The Reserve Bank of India has grant-
ed approval for all bank branches, of-
fices, ATM-link branches and currency
chests to remain fully operational on
September 27, it said.

The Department of Financial Services
under the ministry of finance reiter-
ated that the welfare and convenience
of bank customers remains the govern-
ment’s foremost priority.

The government and bank manage-
ments have appealed to unions to defer
the proposed strike, and have also taken
measures to ensure that essential bank-
ing services continue un-interrupted, it
said.

UFBU’s other demands include an
update and improvement of pension,
a uniform dearness allowance formula
for all pensioners and an option for
employees covered under the National
Pension System (NPS) to switch to the
old pension scheme (OPS).

Many public sector banks have start-
ed issuing advisories to their customers

r

to use digital channels such as Mobile
Banking, ATM, Internet Banking, BC
Point and UPI for banking needs if the
strike materialises.

Banks have also advised their cus-
tomers to complete essential bank-
ing transactions well in advance of
the proposed strike dates to avoid any
inconvenience.

The proposed 3-day strike period also
coincides with the half-yearly closing
of banks on September 30, a date of
particular significance for reconcili-
ation, provisioning and treasury and
market operations.

J&K Book Ban

decision,” he said while speaking to
reporters during his visit to Sheetal
Nath Temple near Kral Khud in Srinagar.

His remarks came a day after the
Jammu and Kashmir government in-
formed the Legislative Assembly that
4,249 books had been withdrawn from
circulation in government degree col-
lege libraries, while 518 copies of 19
banned titles had been removed.

The government said 21,81,582 books
and publications had been examined so
far, with another 1,752 books referred
for expert examination.

The issue has triggered questions
over the criteria used to classify books
as objectionable or banned and the au-
thority under which the withdrawals
were carried out.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said
the elected government currently has
no role in decisions concerning book
bans under the prevailing administra-
tive arrangement.

“I have my own views on whether
books should be banned or not. But un-
fortunately, in the current system, the
elected government doesn't get to de-
cide these things,” Omar told reporters
on Wednesday.

He said the issue raised a wider ques-
tion about whether banning books was
the way forward in a democracy and
indicated that the elected government
would review the matter if the admin-
istrative arrangement changed.

Kashmir's chief cleric Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq also criticised the withdrawal of
the books, describing it as “disturbing
and unfortunate”.

He questioned what made the books
objectionable and called for the titles
and reasons for their removal to be
made public.

Mirwaiz said academic freedom and
access to diverse perspectives were
fundamental to education and argued
that restricting what students could
read could affect learning and critical
thought.

The controversy has also drawn at-
tention in the Legislative Assembly,
where members have sought details
about the books withdrawn, the criteria
applied during the review and the legal
basis for their removal.

Meanwhile, Dulloo, during his visit
to Sheetal Nath Temple, described the
shrine as an important part of Srinagar's
shared heritage and called for collective
efforts to preserve such sites.

He said the temple is believed to be
one of the eight Bhairavas associated

with the protection of Srinagar and
had historically served not only as a
place of worship but also as a venue for
community gatherings and religious
programmes.

Dulloo said the temple was burnt in
1991 and later repaired by the Sanatan
Dharma Sabha. It was reopened for dev-
otees in 2021 after remaining closed for
several decades.

He said preserving such heritage sites
and passing their legacy to future gen-
erations was a collective responsibility.

Over 25,000 Students

factors such as higher education,
competitive examinations, skill acqui-
sition and availability of employment
opportunities in relevant sectors.

It also acknowledged that there is
currently no formal comprehensive as-
sessment or survey mechanism to sys-
tematically measure employment out-
comes, placement rates, average salary
packages and sector-wise absorption of
graduates from these institutions.

The department said efforts were
being made to assess employment
outcomes through placement drives,
career counselling and institutional-
level tracking. It added that steps were
also being taken to strengthen alumni
and employment-outcome tracking in
line with the National Education Policy
(NEP)-2020.

On declining enrolment, the depart-
ment said district-wise, college-wise
and course-wise details of programmes
witnessing a decline of more than
25 per cent over the past three aca-
demic sessions, including vacant and
leftover seats, had been provided in
Annexure-A.

The department said a committee
had been constituted to rationalise sub-
jects and introduce new programmes
in government degree colleges, with a
focus on industry-aligned, skill-based
and future-ready courses under the
Four-Year Undergraduate Programme
(FYUGP).

The committee identified declining
admissions in several government de-
gree colleges, particularly those located
in rural and remote areas, as an issue
requiring attention. It recommended
a comprehensive programme-wise re-
view of enrolment across government
degree colleges.

The committee also recommended
adopting a cluster-based academic
model and introducing one-year post-
graduate programmes for eligible
FYUGP graduates in colleges with the
required academic and infrastructure
facilities.

Among the proposed new pro-
grammes are courses in Artificial
Intelligence, data science, cyber secu-
rity and remote sensing. These have
been proposed for selected govern-
ment degree colleges, particularly
around Jammu and Srinagar, where the
required infrastructure and faculty can
be developed.

The department said the measures
were aimed at aligning higher edu-
cation with emerging employment
opportunities and future workforce
requirements.
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Apple growers in
Kashmir are seeing some relief
this season, with prematurely
fallen “Giran” apples fetching
better returns than last year
while demand for cold storage
has risen sharply amid efforts to
avoid distress sales during the
peak harvest period.

Growers said a crate of Gi-
ran apples is currently fetching
between Rs 100 and Rs 250, de-
pending on quality and demand.
Though the rates remain well be-
low those of marketable apples,
growers said the returns are
helping them recover part of the
costs incurred on labour, pesti-
cides and orchard maintenance.

“Last year, we had difficulty
even finding buyers for Giran
apples. A lot of the fruit was
left to rot because traders were
reluctant to purchase it amid
transportation problems,” said
Nazir Ahmad, an apple grower
from Pulwama.

“This year, the situation is
comparatively better. We are
getting around Rs 100 to Rs
250 per crate, depending on the
quality. Though it is not compa-
rable with the price of market-
able apples, it still helps us re-
cover some of our costs,” he said.

Giran apples are fruits that
fall from trees before the nor-

they generally fetch lower pric-
es, they are used for juice pro-
duction and other processing
purposes.

Growers said timely procure-
ment by traders and compara-
tively smoother movement of
fruit this season had helped
prevent the kind of wastage
witnessed last year.

Abdul Hameed, an apple
grower from Shopian, said the
difference was particularly vis-
ible this season.

“Last year was extremely diffi-
cult. The fruit was falling in large
quantities, but there were hardly

lected often remained for days
and eventually spoiled,” he said.

“This year, traders are lift-
ing the fruit and we are getting
some return from it. Rs 100 to
Rs 250 a crate may appear small,
but when a grower has a large
quantity of fallen apples, it pro-
vides some financial support,”
he added.

Meanwhile, cold storage fa-
cilities across Kashmir have
started receiving consignments
for the new season, with many
units already fully booked as
growers seek to hold back a por-
tion of their crop and wait for

Kashmir Apple Growers Find Relief as
Markets, Storage Demand Improve

Cold storage operators said
bookings began months in ad-
vance, with demand increasing
after growers who stored their
produce last season were able
to sell later when market condi-
tions improved.

Operators said they were also
insisting on proper grading and
sorting of apples before accept-
ing consignments, following
losses caused by mixed-grade
produce in storage last year.

“Last year, some consign-
ments contained mixed grades.
When such produce was kept
together, the quality of some

tion of the stock had to be dis-
carded,” said a cold storage op-
erator.

Growers said storage pro-
vides them with an option to
avoid selling large quantities
during periods of weak prices
when arrivals peak.

“When arrivals are high,
growers often have little bar-
gaining power and are com-
pelled to sell at whatever rates
are available. Storage gives
them an option to hold back a
portion of the crop and wait
for better market conditions,” a
grower said.

However, growers and stor-
age operators stressed that cold
storage cannot substitute for
proper post-harvest manage-
ment. They called for better
grading, packing, transporta-
tion and market infrastructure.

The early booking of storage
capacity has also highlighted
the growing demand for con-
trolled-atmosphere and cold
storage facilities in Kashmir, as
growers increasingly seek ways
to manage price fluctuations
and reduce post-harvest losses.

Growers, meanwhile, called
for stronger processing and mar-
keting networks for low-grade
and prematurely fallen apples,
saying improved linkages with
juice and processing units could
help reduce wastage and im-

Two Cops Found Dead Inside
Car in Ramban

JAMMU: Two police personnel were found dead inside a car in
Ramban district, official sources said.

Head Constable Farid Ahmed and Selection Grade Constable
Muhammad Yaqoob, both posted at District Police Lines, Ramban,
were found unconscious under suspicious circumstances inside a
car parked at Ziarat Morh in the Sana area of Batote late Tuesday
evening, the sources said.

Residents transported the duo to District Hospital Ramban,
where the doctors declared them brought dead.

Sources said the exact circumstances and cause of their death
were not immediately known.

Police have initiated further proceedings to ascertain the cir-
cumstances leading to the incident. (PTI)

Property Attached Under UAPA
in Baramulla

SRINAGAR: Police on Wednesday attached a residential property
in Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla district under UAPA in a terror-
related case.

The residential property was attached under Section 25 of
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, in connection
with an FIR registered in the north Kashmir district, a police
spokesman said.

The attached property comprises a double-storeyed residential
house at Namblan village in Sheeri belonging to accused Aijaz Ah-
mad Ganie, he said.

During the course of the investigation, the property was found,
prima facie, to have been used for providing shelter and logistical
support to terrorists and facilitating terrorist activities, thereby at-
tracting the relevant provisions of the UAPA concerning proceeds
of terrorism, the spokesman said.

The attachment was carried out after obtaining requisite ap-
proval from the Director General of Police, he said.

A public notice was also displayed at the property, prohibiting
its sale, transfer, lease, mortgage or creation of any third-party in-
terest, the spokesman added.

He said the action forms part of Baramulla Police's sustained
efforts to disrupt and dismantle the logistical and support infra-
structure of terror networks and to proceed, in accordance with
law, against persons and properties found involved in facilitating

mal harvesting period. While

any buyers. Whatever was col-

better market conditions.

apples deteriorated and a por-

prove returns. (inputs from KNO)

J&K Govt Expands Scientific Measures
to Control Stray Dog Population
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SRINAGAR: The Jammu
and Kashmir Government
is implementing a multi-
pronged strategy to ad-
dress the growing stray
dog population across
the Union Territory, with
a focus on sterilisation,
anti-rabies vaccination,
improved waste manage-
ment and regulated feed-
ing points.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, responding to a
question in the Legislative

Assembly, said the govern-
ment was strengthening
Animal Birth Control (ABC)
and Anti-Rabies Vaccina-
tion (ARV) programmes to
systematically sterilise and
vaccinate stray dogs.

He said existing ABC fa-
cilities were being expand-
ed, while new centres and
dedicated veterinary staff
were being deployed across
Urban Local Bodies.

“Under the National Ra-
bies Control Programme,
anti-rabies treatment is
also being made available

at health facilities,” the
Chief Minister said.

Omar said solid waste
management systems and
regulated feeding points
were also being strength-
ened to reduce the avail-
ability of open food sources
for stray animals.

As part of the initiative,
the government has ap-
proved the creation of dedi-
cated Expert Animal Birth
Control verticals under Jam-
mu Smart City Limited and
Srinagar Smart City Limited.

The initiative will in-
volve hiring specialised
personnel trained in mod-
ern ABC protocols for de-
ployment across Urban Lo-
cal Bodies.

The government said
the measures were aimed
at addressing the stray
dog population through
scientific and system-
atic interventions while
also strengthening rabies
control and public safety
across Jammu and Kashmir.

Remain Vigilant, Ensure Prompt
Response to Emerging Challenges: IGP

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA:  Inspector
General of Police, Kash-
mir Zone, Sujit Kumar on
Wednesday visited Bandip-
ora and reviewed the secu-
rity situation, counter-ter-
rorism measures, law and
order preparedness crime

security situation, coun-
ter-terrorism measures,
intelligence inputs, area
domination, security of

vulnerable locations, law
and order preparedness
and the crime situation.
The meeting was attend-
ed by the Additional SP and
all Deputy Superintendents

and effective response to
emerging security and
law and order challenges.
The IGP also reviewed
the district's counter-ter-
rorism preparedness and
security arrangements for
vulnerable locations.
Kumar appreciated the
dedication and profes-

scenario and operational
readiness of the district.

The IGP was accompa-
nied by DIG North Kashmir
Range, Dr Vinod Kumar.

A review meeting was
held at the District Po-
lice Lines, Bandipora,
where SSP Bandipora Ajaz
Ahmed Zargar briefed
the officers on the overall

of Police of the district.

During the meeting, Ku-
mar stressed the need for
public-friendly  policing,
improved crime disposal
and enhanced operational
preparedness in line with
field requirements.

He directed police
personnel to remain vigi-
lant and ensure a prompt

sionalism of the police
personnel and urged them
to continue discharging
their duties with commit-
ment to ensure the safety
and security of the public.

The visit was part of the
police leadership's review
of security and operational
preparedness across dis-
tricts of the Kashmir Valley.

Agriculture Graduates’ Protest Enters
3rd Day at SKUAST-K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  Unemployed
agriculture graduates from
Sher-e-Kashmir University
of Agricultural Sciences
and Technology-Kashmir
(SKUAST-K), Wadura, con-
tinued their protest for the
third consecutive day on
Wednesday, demanding a
clear employment road-
map and reforms in the
recruitment framework in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The protesters raised
slogans and sought a re-
view of SRO-442 of 2017,
which changed the recruit-
ment structure for Junior
Agriculture Extension Of-
ficer (JAEO) posts.

They demanded restora-
tion of direct recruitment
opportunities, identification
and filling of vacant posts,
timely recruitment notifi-

cations and a predictable
recruitment calendar for ag-
riculture professionals.

“We have spent years pur-
suing professional degrees,
but after completing our edu-
cation, there are limited op-
portunities in our own field.
We want the government
to review the recruitment
framework,” said Aadil Wani,
one of the protesters.

Another protester, Zobia
Khannum, said agriculture
graduates were facing uncer-
tainty because of the absence
of regular recruitment.

“We want a clear re-
cruitment calendar and a
mechanism to identify and
fill vacant posts. It has been
20 years since any recruit-
ment advertisement was
issued,” she said.

The protesters urged
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah and the Jammu and
Kashmir Government to in-
tervene and initiate dialogue
with their representatives.

They said they would
continue their peaceful
protest until their demands
were addressed. (KNO)

Absconding Jammu Gangster Held in Delhi

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A Jammu-based
gangster, who had allegedly
escaped from an observa-
tion home in R S Pura along
with two Pakistani nation-
als in February this year,
was arrested in Delhi after
a seven-month-long hunt,
police said on Wednesday.

His two other associates,
both allegedly linked to
the Khauf gang, were also
arrested during the opera-
tion, the police said.

Presenting the main ac-
cused Karanjit Singh alias
"Gugga", a resident of Dable-
har in R S Pura, before re-
porters here, Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Jammu
Joginder Singh said his arrest
by the special operations
group of police followed sus-
tained efforts to trace him
across several states over the
past seven months.

He said the gangster had
been a juvenile when he was
arrested in connection with
a murder of another gang-

ster Sumit and subsequently
lodged in the observation
home. He had attained the
age of majority by the time
of the February 16 incident
when he along with two
Pakistani inmates escaped.

Singh and Pakistani na-
tionals Mohammad Suna-
ullah, 20, and Ahsan An-
war, 21, allegedly attacked
police personnel with a
pistol and escaped from the
observation home. Two po-
lice personnel were injured
in the incident.

J&K Bank Appoints Rajeev Gupta as
Additional D1rect0r

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Bank Limited has
appointed Chartered Ac-
countant Rajeev Gupta as
an Additional Director in
the category of Rotational
Directors on its Board,
with effect from Septem-
ber 23, 2026.

The appointment was
approved by the bank's
Board of Directors at its
meeting held on Septem-
ber 22 and is subject to
approval by the share-
holders.

Gupta, who holds Di-
rector Identification
Number (DIN) 08316212,
has more than 33 years of

professional experience in
accounting and auditing,
financial reporting, taxa-
tion, regulatory compli-
ance, budgeting and cash-
flow analysis.

He qualified as a Char-
tered Accountant from the
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India in May
1993 and holds a Bachelor
of Commerce degree.

Gupta is associated
with Rajeev Kuldip & Co.,
Chartered Accountants,
Jammu, and has also
served as an Executive Di-
rector in other companies.

The appointment adds
a professional with exten-
sive experience in finance,
accounting and regula-
tory matters to the bank's
Board.

Air Chief Reviews Northern
Command Preparedness

Observer News Service

UDHAMPUR: Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal
AP Singh on Wednes-
day visited the strategi-
cally important Northern
Command theatre and
reviewed the prevailing
operational environment
and preparedness of the
forces.

During the visit, he was
briefed by Northern Com-
mand chief Lieutenant
General Pratik Sharma at
the command headquar-
ters in Udhampur on key

operational dynamics and
ongoing inter-services co-
ordination initiatives.

The briefing also cov-
ered jointness and syn-
ergy between the services
for effective execution of
multi-domain operations.

The Air Chief Marshal
expressed confidence in
the operational capabili-

ties of the forces and high-
lighted the coordination
between the Western Air
Command and Northern
Command at strategic and
tactical levels.

He said the jointness
displayed by the two com-
mands could serve as a
model for future opera-
tions.

terrorist activities. (PTI)

3 Mines Defused Near LoC in

Poonch

MENDHAR: Three landmines were detected and subsequently
defused at two forward villages near the Line of Control (LoC)
in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday, of-

ficials said.

An army patrolling party observed two rusted mines at
Phagwara Gali in Mendhar sector and immediately sum-
moned the bomb disposal squad. The team safely neutral-
ised the landmines without causing any damage, they said.
An anti-personnel mine was also noticed by an army patrol-
ling party at Qasba village in Haveli tehsil. It was safely de-

fused, they said.

On Tuesday, the Army's Bomb Disposal Squad safely destroyed
three landmines which were noticed in the forward village of Dha-
rana Basoni in Mendhar border town. (PTI)

J&K BJP Leader's Missing Son

Traced to Delhi

JAMMU: The 17-year-old son of BJP Hiranagar MLA Vijay Kumar
was traced to Delhi early Wednesday, a day after he was report-
ed missing from his hometown in Kathua district of Jammu and

Kashmir, officials said.

Aditya Kumar, a Class 11 student, left for Delhi on Tuesday eve-
ning to meet his sister without informing his family, prompting
them to file a missing person report at the local police station, the

officials said.

After hectic efforts, police teams traced Kumar while he was

travelling on a Delhi-bound bus.

Acting on leads gathered during the night-long search, the po-
lice located the bus and established contact with the teenager,
who is now being brought back to Jammu, the officials said.

His father had also left for Delhi on getting information about

his son's whereabouts. (PTI)

Prevention, Awareness Key
to a Healthy Society: Itoo

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Health and Medical
Education Minister Sakeena
Itoo on Wednesday stressed
the importance of aware-
ness, preventive healthcare
and healthy lifestyles in
building a healthy society,
while highlighting the role
of Ayurveda and traditional
systems of medicine.

Addressing the 11th
Ayurveda Day 2026 event,
Itoo said Ayurveda repre-
sents a valuable traditional
knowledge system and can
contribute to an integrated
approach to healthcare
when supported by modern
infrastructure, research and
evidence-based practices.

She said the government
was working to strengthen
AYUSH services and inte-
grate them with the broader
healthcare system through
the co-location of AYUSH
facilities.

Itoo highlighted the de-
velopment of a 50-bed In-
tegrated AYUSH Hospital at
Kulgam, along with AYUSH
hospitals in Kathua and
Samba, and the Government
Ayurvedic Medical College
and Hospital at Amargarh,
Sopore.

She said District AYUSH
Officers and initiatives pro-
moting medicinal plants

were also bemg supported
to expand access to tradi-
tional healthcare and en-
courage awareness about
their responsible use.
Referring to public par-
ticipation in wellness ini-

tiatives, Itoo said 87110
people participated in Yoga
Day activities this year.
During the 2026 Amarnath
Yatra, 39,609 Yoga sessions
were conducted, benefiting
1,56,672 participants.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Ashutosh Gupta
discussed the potential role
of Ayurveda in cancer care,
while Dr Ajay Kumar Tikoo
emphasised the need for
evidence, research and inno-
vation to strengthen tradi-
tional systems of medicine.

Itoo also stressed the im-
portance of responsible use
of natural resources and
promoting healthier life-
styles as part of a broader
preventive healthcare ap-
proach.
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‘We Will Not Bow’: Pezeshkian Delivers Fiery UN Rebuke

‘Nuclear bomb in Israel, inspectors in Iran: UN Slammed for glaring double standards

Agencies

UNITED NATIONS: Iran's Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian walked
into the United Nations General
Assembly on Wednesday carry-
ing the weight of a nation at war
and delivered a defiant message
from the heart of the country
which has waged a brutal war on
his country.

A day after US President Don-
ald Trump used the same global
stage to warn that Iran could
face devastating consequences if
it failed to reach a deal, Pezesh-
kian struck back with a speech
built around one central mes-
sage: Iran had been attacked, but
it had not surrendered.

“We have only defended our-
selves. We are not terrorists,”
Pezeshkian told world leaders.

Then came the line that de-
fined the address:

“They did hit us, but we did
not bend the knee.”

Pezeshkian, regarded within
Iran’s political establishment as
a relatively moderate figure, ar-
rived in New York under intense
security and international scru-
tiny as the war between Iran and
the US-Israel alliance entered its
seventh month.

But rather than soften Teh-
ran’s position, he used the UN
podium to mount a sweeping in-
dictment of what he described as
a deeply unequal international
order—one in which, he argued,
powerful states enjoy impunity
while weaker countries are sub-
jected to sanctions, inspections
and military pressure.

‘We are victims of terrorism’

Pezeshkian repeatedly turned
the language of terrorism back
on those accusing Iran of desta-
bilising the region.

Holding up photographs
of Iran’s late Supreme Leader
Sayyed Ali Khamenei and chil-
dren killed in the conflict, he
said the Iranian people had been
the victims of attacks rather
than their perpetrators.

“We are not terrorists; we are the
victims of terrorism,” he declared.

Pezeshkian said Iran had suf-
fered attacks on schools, hos-

pitals, universities, bridges and
other civilian infrastructure.

He displayed photographs of
children killed in a bombing of a
school in Minab and spoke of the
destruction in Lamerd, where
the US forces used cluster muni-
tions against a sports facility.

“These children had commit-
ted no sin. They had committed
no crime,” he said.

The Iranian president also in-
voked the killing of 86-year-old
Khamenei and the assassination
of Hamas political leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran, presenting
both as examples of what he
described as Israel’s willingness
to strike inside other countries
with little fear of international
consequences.

‘They struck, but we did not
bow’

The president portrayed Iran’s
military response as an act of
national survival rather than re-
gional aggression. “They struck,
but we did not bow our heads
before them,” he said.

“We struck back, but we did
not strike civilians.”

He argued that Iran had dem-
onstrated its ability to withstand
a technologically superior adver-
sary and warned that further at-
tacks would not go unanswered.

“Our defense systems are built
so that no one imagines that
bombing Iranian cities will go
unanswered,” Pezeshkian said.

Then he issued an unmistak-
able declaration of sovereignty:

“We do not ask permission from
anyone to defend our country.”

Pezeshkian insisted that Iran’s
military strength was intended
for deterrence and defence, not
conquest.

He said Tehran wanted to be
strong enough to guarantee its
survival without becoming a
threat to its neighbours.

“Iran must be powerful enough
that its survival and progress are
not threatened,” he said, while
also arguing that Iran should be
responsible enough not to use
that power for domination.

A direct challenge to Trump
Pezeshkian did not confine

his message to general criticism
of Washington.

Near the end of his address,
he addressed Trump directly.

“It must be understood by
Mr Trump and those who seek
to bully us that we are ready for
dialogue and diplomacy and ne-
gotiations without accepting the

language of force,” he said.

The message was deliberately
dual-edged: Tehran, he said, re-
mained willing to negotiate—but
not under military coercion.

“War was imposed on us,”
Pezeshkian declared. “But we
proved that we do not fear war
to defend ourselves; we do not
flee from negotiation for peace.”

For Iran, he suggested, nego-
tiation and resistance were not
contradictory.

‘The nuclear bomb is in
Israel—but the inspectors are
in Iran’

Pezeshkian devoted some of
his sharpest words to the nucle-
ar dispute.

He accused Western powers
of applying fundamentally dif-
ferent standards to Iran and Is-
rael.

“The atomic bomb and other
weapons of mass destruction in

this region are in the hands of
the Israeli regime; yet inspec-
tions are demanded of Iran!” he
said.

His central argument was
blunt:

“The nuclear bomb is in Israel,
but the inspectors are in Iran. Is-
rael kills, but Iran is sanctioned.”

Pezeshkian argued that Iran’s
nuclear programme should not
automatically be equated with
the pursuit of nuclear weapons.

For ordinary Iranians, he said,
nuclear technology meant medi-
cine, agriculture, industry and
electricity.

“Iran does not consider nucle-
ar weapons a factor of security,”
he said.

But Tehran, he insisted, would
not surrender its right to peace-
ful nuclear technology.

“Neither nuclear weapons,
nor deprivation from nuclear
knowledge.”

He said the nuclear dispute
could not be settled through
bombing.

Instead, he called for an
agreement that would provide
credible guarantees over the
peaceful nature of Iran’s pro-
gramme while preserving what
Tehran regards as its rights.

Hormuz: ‘We will not allow it’

The Strait of Hormuz—one of
the world’s most strategically
important waterways—also fea-
tured prominently in Pezesh-
kian’s warning.

He rejected the idea that Iran
should be expected to safeguard
freedom of navigation while si-

multaneously being denied what
he described as security and free-
dom within its own waters.

“They close the road to us, and
then they transport weapons, ex-
plosives, missiles, and energy for
the destruction of countries through
the same waterway,” he said.

“This is not possible. They
cannot do this, and we will not
allow such a thing to happen in
our country.”

Pezeshkian argued that for-
eign naval deployments and an
expanding military confronta-
tion could not produce lasting
maritime security.

“The security of shipping can-
not be ensured by undermining
the security of coastal states,” he
said.

Gaza at the centre of his attack
on the West

The war in Gaza became an-
other pillar of Pezeshkian’s case
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against what he called Western
double standards.

He accused Western govern-
ments of condemning violence
selectively while failing to hold
Israel accountable for the devas-
tation in Gaza.

He said that Iran had not initi-
ated a war in two centuries and
insisted that Tehran sought mili-
tary strength only to ensure its
own security. “We want power
to defend ourselves, not to ag-
gress,” he said.

He described Iranian strategic
independence as the ability to
maintain relationships without
allowing foreign powers to turn
those relationships into plat-
forms for attacking neighbour-
ing states.

“The issues of our region ..
can be solved in the region and
by the region,” he said.

Sanctions, he argues, punish
ordinary people

The Iranian president broad-
ened his criticism beyond war-
fare and nuclear policy to eco-
nomic sanctions.

He described sanctions as
instruments that dispropor-
tionately hurt ordinary citizens
while being justified as tools of
international pressure.

“If we seek justice, friend and
rival must be measured by the
same standard,” Pezeshkian said.

He called for human rights to
be applied consistently rather
than becoming, in his words, an
instrument of geopolitical com-
petition.

Iran, he insisted, was not ask-
ing for special treatment.

“It demands equal rights and
is prepared to accept its respon-
sibilities.”

‘A more dangerous world’

Pezeshkian warned that the
consequences of selective en-
forcement of international law
would extend far beyond Iran.

If countries concluded that
international rules applied only
when convenient for powerful
states, he argued, more nations
would seek security through
their own military capabilities.

“If trust among nations is de-
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stroyed, even the most powerful
armies will be unable to create
sustainable security,” he said.

And if international law were
enforced selectively, he warned,
countries would increasingly
conclude that they had no op-
tion but to rely on themselves.

That, he said, would create an
even more dangerous world.

His warning was ultimately
about the international system
itself: military power replacing
diplomacy, sanctions replacing
dialogue, assassination replac-
ing politics and coercion replac-
ing legitimacy.

‘Either we build security to-
gether—or endure insecurity to-
gether’

Despite the fiery tone of his
address, Pezeshkian ended with
a call for peace.

Iran, he said, would preserve
its military capabilities while re-
maining willing to negotiate.

“We call the world not to an-
other war, but to peace and jus-
tice—not out of weakness, but
out of confidence in our own
strength,” he said.

Then came his final appeal:

“Either we will build security
together, or we will endure inse-
curity together.”

Pezeshkian's closing vision
was of an international system
in which powerful and weaker
states were subject to the same
principles.

“An order worthy of being
called ‘international’ must be
based on the equality of nations,
justice, fairness, and the shared
will of humanity,” he said.

And then, in a sentence that
encapsulated the message he
had carried into the UN hall:

“Peace that is not for everyone
is not peace, and justice that ex-
cludes everyone is not justice.”

For a president speaking from
New York while his country re-
mains locked in war with the
United States and Israel, it was
less a conventional diplomatic
address than a declaration of
defiance—an argument that Iran
could be battered, sanctioned
and attacked, but could not be
compelled to surrender on terms
dictated by force.
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