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Mufti Regrets 'Slip 
of Tongue' Remark 
At Jantar Mantar

Govt Jobs Alone Can't End 

Unemployment: LG Sinha

PoK Polls A 
'Cosmetic 
Exercise':India
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India on Tuesday 
described the ongoing local 
body elections in Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir (PoK) as an 
attempt by Islamabad to cam-
ouflage its illegal occupation 
and hide its "grave" human 
rights violations in the region.

Voting in PoK began this 
week for the first round of lo-
cal legislative elections amid 
widespread violence.

"The current cosmetic elec-
toral exercise is nothing but 
an attempt by Pakistan to 
camouflage its illegal occupa-
tion and hide its grave human 
rights violations in the re-
gion," External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said at his bi-weekly media 
briefing.

He reiterated that the entire 
Union territories of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh, in-
cluding the areas currently 
under Pakistan's | More on P6

2 Held In  
Baramulla For Rape, 
Filming Assault
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Two men have been ar-
rested for allegedly gang raping 
a 21-year-old woman, recording 
the assault on a mobile phone, and 
threatening her into silence in north 
Kashmir's Baramulla district, police 
said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference, 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Baramulla Gurinderpal Singh 
said the woman approached Police 
Station Baramulla on July 25 and 
lodged a written complaint alleging 
that the crime had taken place on 
July 3 at Jalsheeri Drangbal.

According to the complaint, the 
woman had gone to the picnic spot 
with a male friend | More on P6

FDA Bans  
Unsafe Sauce Batch 
Across J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Food and Drugs 
Administration (FDA), Jammu and 
Kashmir, has prohibited the sale of 
a batch of Snack Dressing (Sauce) 
marketed under the brand "Nirmal 
Fruits Products" across the Union 
Territory after it was declared un-
safe and misbranded by the National 
Food Laboratory (NFL), Ghaziabad.

The order, issued under the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 2006, also 
directs the immediate withdrawal and 
recall of the affected batch from the 
market in the interest of public health.

The prohibited | More on P6

39 Yatris Hurt After Bus Skids Off Road In Ganderbal

LG visits SKIMS, CM directs best treatment for injured

1.2 Cr People Reached Under 

Anti-Drug Campaign In J&K
Centre says 69 lakh youth, 51 lakh women reached; 

8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras join anti-drug drive

Sessions Court Sets 
Aside Order Against 
SSP Srinagar
Issues Guidelines For 
Streamlining Execution 
Of Judicial Processes
M Ahmad

Srinaga: A Sessions Court here has 
set aside a lower court's order di-
recting the registration of a criminal 
case against Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Srinagar, GV Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, while simultane-
ously laying down a comprehensive 
mechanism for the execution of ju-
dicial processes within the district.

The court of 2nd Additional 
Sessions Judge Srinagar, presided 
over by Naushad Ahmad Khan 
passed the order while allowing a 
criminal revision petition filed by 
the | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: : Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday 
expressed regret over her con-
troversial remarks at the re-
cent Jantar Mantar protest, de-
scribing them as a "slip of the 
tongue" and clarifying that the 
statement had been taken out 
of context.

Addressing a press conference 
on the party's 27th Foundation 
Day in Srinagar, the former chief 
minister maintained that the 
viral video of her remarks was 
authentic and had not been 
doctored.

"I gave bytes to a lot of people 
there. In one byte I said there is 
militancy and intended to say 
'bahana banta hai', but due to 
the rush of media interactions 
I could not utter the word 'ba-
hana'. I thought I had said that," 

Mehbooba said.
Rejecting claims that the clip 

had been manipulated, she said, 
"I wouldn't say the video is fake; 
it is genuine."

She said she has consistently 
raised issues concerning the 
rights, dignity and democratic 
aspirations of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir through-
out her political career, adding 
that the controversial remark 
did not reflect her intended 
message.

Reaffirming the PDP's po-
litical stand, Mehbooba an-
nounced that the party would 
hold peaceful protests across 
Jammu and Kashmir on August 
5 to press for the restoration of 
Articles 370 and 35A.

She said the PDP had adopted 
a political resolution reaffirm-
ing the vision of its founder, late 
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, cen-
tred on  | More on P6

Rain Lashes J&K Parts; 

Wet Weather Till Aug 4
Cloudburst Triggers Flash Floods In Bandipora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Moderate to heavy 
rainfall lashed several parts 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday, while a cloudburst 
in north Kashmir's Bandipora 
district triggered flash floods, 
prompting the Meteorological 
Department to warn of more 
rain and weather-related 
hazards across the Union 
Territory over the coming 
days.

According to the 
Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar, moderate to heavy 
rainfall was recorded in 
parts of Kupwara, Handwara, 
Sopore and Bandipora in 
north Kashmir. Heavy show-
ers were also reported from 

Ganderbal, Kokernag and sev-
eral areas of south Kashmir's 
Anantnag district.

In the Jammu region, rain 
lashed Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban, 
Doda and Kishtwar districts.

Cloudburst Triggers Flash 
Floods

A cloudburst struck the 
Nagmarg area of Bandipora 
district, sending a surge of 
muddy water and debris 
through downstream villages 
and triggering | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: More than 1.20 crore 
people, including 69.14 lakh 
youth and 51.20 lakh women, 
have been sensitised under the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA) in Jammu and Kashmir, 
while 8,565 Nasha Mukti Mitras 
have joined the anti-drug cam-
paign across the Union Territory, 
the Centre informed Parliament 
on Tuesday.

In a written reply to an un-
starred question by Srinagar MP 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi in the 
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment said the 

campaign is being implemented 
through awareness programmes, 
de-addiction services, counselling 
and rehabilitation facilities.

The ministry said the 
Department of Social Justice and 
Empowerment is implementing 
the National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: At least 39 
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims 
were injured on Tuesday af-
ter the bus they were travel-
ling in skidded off the road 

and crashed into a house in 
Ganiwan area of Ganderbal 
district, officials said.

The accident occurred 
when the driver reportedly 
lost control of the bus while 
negotiating a curve. The 

vehicle veered off the road 
and landed on a vacant house, 
causing extensive damage to 
the structure. Officials said 
the house prevented the bus 
from plunging into the near-
by Sindh | More on P6

Says youth are the 

makers of India's future

Pushes industry-academia 

partnership, skill-based hiring

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said 
unemployment cannot be ad-
dressed through government 
jobs alone, stressing the need 
to align education with indus-
try requirements, promote 
entrepreneurship and expand 
private sector employment 
opportunities.

Addressing the 77th 
State-Level Mega Job Fair at 
Amar Singh College here, 
the Lieutenant Governor 
said government vacancies 
were limited and called for 

a collaborative approach in-
volving educational institu-
tions, industry and skill devel-
opment initiatives to create 

sustainable employment.
"Government jobs alone 

cannot solve unemployment. 
We need to align skills with 
industry needs, promote 
private sector job creation 
through MSMEs and SMEs, 
and bridge the transition 
from college to the workplace 
through internships, mentor-
ships and career guidance," 
Sinha said.

The Mega Job Fair, organised 
by Desh Bhagat University 
in collaboration with Cluster 
University Srinagar, NIELIT, 
Nations Development 
Association (NDA) and MY 

Bharat, brought together 
more than 50 companies from 
sectors including informa-
tion technology, healthcare, 
banking, manufacturing, re-
tail, hospitality, logistics and 
engineering.

Describing the event as 
a platform where "dreams 
meet direction and education 
meets industry", Sinha said 
such initiatives instil confi-
dence in young people while 
directly connecting them with 
employment opportunities.

"You are not merely job-
seekers. You are the makers 
of India's future. | More on P6

Govt Working  
On Multiple Fronts 
For Jobs: PM
Distributes 51,000 appointment letters, 
Highlights ₹1 lakh crore employment scheme

Time Has Come To Correct 

Historical Oversights: LG Sinha

'Society 
Disconnected 
From Roots 
Loses Direction'

YP Bourney 
Appointed As 
Judge Of J&K HC
M Ahmad

Srinagar: The President of 
India on Saturday appointed 
senior judicial officer Yash Paul 
Bourney as a Judge of the High 
Court of J&K and Ladakh.

According to a notification 
issued in this regard by the 
Union Ministry of Law and 
Justice, Bourney’s appointment 
will come into effect from the 
date he assumes the charge of 
his office.

The development comes 
around ten days after the 
Supreme Court Collegium 
headed by Chief Justice of India 
Justice Surya Kant and com-
prising Justice Vikram Nath 
and Justice B.V. Nagarathna, 
approved the proposal for ap-
pointment of Bourney as the 
Judge of the High Court.

Bourney, who has nearly 
three decades of judicial expe-
rience, is presently serving as 
Member, J&K Special Tribunal, 
Jammu, on deputation.

Born on August 25, 1967, 
Bourney is a native of Village 
Dadwara, Bhaddu, Billawar, 
Kathua. He completed his B.Sc. and 
LL.B. from the University of Jammu 
and enrolled as an advocate with 
the Bar Council of Jammu and 
Kashmir on April 22, 1992.

He joined as Munsiff, Civil 
Judge Junior Division-cum-
Judicial Magistrate First Class 
at Billawar in May 1996.

In December 1997, he was 
inducted into regular service 
after qualifying the Jammu and 
Kashmir Civil Service (Judicial) 
examination | More on P6

Parties Gear Up For 
Autumn Session With 
Legislature Meets
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The ruling National Conference, 
Congress and the main opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party will hold separate legislature 
party meetings in Srinagar on Sunday to 
chalk out their strategy for the upcoming 
autumn session of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly.

The NC has called a meeting of its legisla-
tors and Independent members supporting 
the government at 4:30 pm at the Banquet 
Hall in Srinagar.

The meeting will be chaired by NC presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah in the presence of 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, the leader of 
the legislature party.

The party has also invited five 
Independents supporting the govern-
ment, including Satish Sharma from 
Khour, Choudhary Mohammad Akram 
from Surankote, Pyare Lal Sharma from 
Inderwal, Dr Rameshwar Singh from Bani 
and Muzaffar Iqbal Khan | More on P6

Gurez Tantra Retreat Triggers 

Row, Govt Says No Nod

J&K Likely To 
Remain Dry Till 
Month-End: MeT
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
is likely to experience gener-
ally dry weather till the end of 
September, with brief spells of 
rain expected at isolated places 
in North and Central Kashmir 
on September 24 and 27, the 
Meteorological Centre said on 
Saturday.

A MeT official said weak 
Western Disturbances are likely 
to affect the region during the 
evenings of September 24 and 27.

A brief spell of rain is likely 
at isolated places in North and 
Central Kashmir towards the 
evening on both days, while 
no major weather activity has 
been forecast for the rest of the 
month, the official said.

The weather department has 
advised farmers | More on P6

Dal Lake Water Chestnut Shows 

Elevated Heavy Metals: Study

Cadmium, zinc levels in edible fruit exceed cited limits

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Saturday 
said the government was 
working on multiple fronts to 
expand employment opportu-
nities for the youth, citing Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs), skill-
ing initiatives and a ₹1 lakh 
crore employment incentive 
scheme aimed at bringing two 
crore young people into the 
formal workforce.

Addressing a ‘Rozgar Mela’ 
virtually, Modi said the talent 
and skills of India’s youth had 
won the trust of the world, 

with growing expectations 
from Indian innovators, en-
trepreneurs and the country’s 
young population.

“India signed 40 Free Trade 
Agreements. These FTAs are 
opening new doors of possi-
bilities for our youth,” he said, 
adding that such agreements 
create new partnerships for 
entrepreneurs, access to new 
markets and career opportuni-
ties for young people.

At the event, Modi virtually 
distributed more than 51,000 
appointment letters to newly 
selected candidates who will 
join | More on P6

Calls for revival of J&K’s 

cultural and intellectual heritage

Unveils Abhinavagupt statue, 

launches artists’ welfare scheme

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Saturday called for renewed 
efforts to preserve and revive 
Jammu and Kashmir’s cultural 
and intellectual heritage, say-
ing the younger generation 
has the right to know about 
the region’s contribution to 
India’s civilisational history.

Sinha was addressing a 
gathering in Jammu after 
unveiling a statue of Acharya 
Abhinavagupt. The event also 
saw the launch of the new 
logo of the J&K Academy of 
Art, Culture and Languages, 
release of two books and 
inauguration of a welfare 
scheme for artists and writers.

The Lieutenant Governor 
described the occasion as the 
beginning of a cultural renais-
sance in Jammu and Kashmir.

He said artists and writers 

are “guardians of society’s col-
lective memory” who have pre-
served the region’s culture and 
traditions through their work.

“Artists and writers are 
not only creators but also 
guardians of society’s col-
lective memory. They have 
given words to Jammu and 
Kashmir’s priceless culture, 
voice to the emotions of soci-
ety, and have shouldered the 

duty of carrying this Union 
Territory’s heritage to future 
generations,” Sinha said.

He said honouring artists 
and writers was akin to hon-
ouring the region’s civilisa-
tion, culture and identity.

Speaking about Acharya 
Abhinavagupt, Sinha de-
scribed him as a philoso-
pher, spiritual practitioner, 
poet and master of aesthetics 

whose contributions to 
Kashmir Shaivism and 
Pratyabhijna philosophy re-
mained confined to limited 
scholarly circles for centuries.

He termed the neglect of 
such contributions a “damage 
to civilizational memory” and 
called for correcting historical 
oversights.

“The time has now come 
to correct these historical 
oversights. This task must be 
inspired by our commitment 
to truth, because our youth 
have the right to know how 
vast, how ancient, and how 
connected to the global com-
munity is the intellectual 
depth of the civilization they 
inherit,” he said.

Referring to Abhinavagupt’s 
Tantraloka and his theory of 
rasa, the LG said art serves as a 
“doorway to inner awakening”.

He said the Indian tradition 
viewed art, life | More on P6

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Saturday said a society that loses touch 
with its visionaries and cultural heritage 

risks losing its balance, sensitivity and sense 
of direction. Sinha was addressing a gather-
ing after laying the foundation stone of the 
Mata Lalleshwari Cultural Cum Heritage 

Centre at Mata Bhaderkali Asthapan, Thalwal.
“I have been constantly reminding the society 
that a tree without roots cannot withstand a 
storm and in the same way, a society discon-
nected from its foundational visionaries, 
cultural heritage and the philosophy of its 
sages loses its balance, | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar- A proposed four-day 
spiritual and meditation retreat 
in north Kashmir's Gurez Valley 
has triggered a controversy, with 
the Jammu and Kashmir Tourism 
Department and Bandipora dis-
trict administration clarifying 
that no permission has been 
granted for the event scheduled 
from September 24 to 27.

The event, titled “Tantra in 
Silence – A Journey Within”, has 
been advertised on social me-
dia as a meditation retreat and 
lists Swami Dhyan Sumit as its 
facilitator. The promotional ma-
terial describes it as a “sacred 
Himalayan experience” inspired 
by the teachings of Bhagwan 
Shree Rajneesh.

According to the promo-
tional material, the programme 
includes meditation, sound 

healing, “love and awareness”, 
conscious living and inner trans-
formation. It also advertises ac-
commodation, food and retreat 
sessions for Rs 11,995 per person 
and mentions a stay at a riverside 
camp in Gurez, with transporta-
tion arrangements from Srinagar.

The controversy erupted af-
ter PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti shared the event's promo-
tional material on social media 
and urged Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police to intervene.

Mufti also referred to a similar 
programme associated with the 
same facilitator in Goa last year, 
which was cancelled following 
objections to its promotional ma-
terial and police intervention.

Kashmir's Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq subsequently endorsed 
the concern and called for imme-
diate attention | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar: Water chestnut harvested 
from Kashmir’s Dal Lake has accumu-
lated elevated levels of certain heavy 
metals, including cadmium and zinc, 
with concentrations in the edible fruit 
exceeding permissible limits cited in a 
new study, raising concerns over po-
tential food-safety risks.

The study, published in Scientific 
Reports, analysed water, sediment 
and water chestnut (Trapa natans) 
samples from four major water bod-
ies of Jammu and Kashmir: Dal Lake, 
Hokersar Wetland, Manasbal Lake and 
Wular Lake, for eight heavy metals.

The researchers found a clear pol-
lution gradient, with Dal Lake record-
ing the highest levels of heavy-metal 
accumulation, followed by Hokersar, 

Manasbal and Wular.
The edible fruits of water chestnut 

collected from Dal Lake contained cad-
mium at 0.11 milligrams per kilogram, 
about 5.5 times the 0.02 mg/kg limit 
cited by the study. Zinc concentrations 
in the fruit reached 18.21 mg/kg, nearly 
30 times the 0.60 mg/kg guideline val-
ue cited by the | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly written as in my birth certificate as 
IBRAHIM MUSHTAQ S/O MUSHTAQ AHMAD  while my correct 
name is 
 IBRAHIM MUSHTAQ PARRAY  S/O MUSHTAQ AHMAD PARRAY 
. Now I have applied for the correction of the same if anybody 
has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in the 
Muncipal council baramulla /GMC baramulla within seven days. 
After that no objection shall be entertained.
IBRAHIM MUSHTAQ PARRAY  
S/O MUSHTAQ AHMAD PARRAY 
R/O ...KAREWA KREERI	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Dilshada Bano W/O: Mohammad Maqbool Bhat R/O: Shagi 
Mohalla, Soura want to rectify my name(as a customer) in J & K 
Bank Branch Soura which was erroneously written as Dilshada 
Begum instead of Dilshada Bano. If anybody has any objection 
in this regard, he/she may contact the concerned Bank Manager 
within 05 days.
No objection will be entertained after the expiry of the 
stipulated period.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost my School leaving certificate  somewhere. Now I 
have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file them in the office of 
the Govt Middle School Magam within seven days. After that 
no objection shall be entertained.  Mohd Yousf Malla S/O 
Gh Hussain Malla R/O Magam I have lost my School leaving 
certificate  somewhere. Now I have applied for the duplicate 
of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard he/she 
may file them in the office of the Govt Middle School Magam 
within seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.  
Mohd Yousf Malla 
S/O Gh Hussain Malla 
R/O Magam 	 Fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Audil Ahmad Dar S/O Ali Mohammad Dar R/O Nunar, 
Khansahib, Budgam, J&K, have corrected my name from 
Adil Ahmad Dar to Audil Ahmad Dar in my Aadhaar Card No. 
242037441265 
If anyone has any objection, please report/submit objections to 
the appropriate authority within 7 days.

MCB

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from (old name) SYED AFSHANA 
QADRI   to (New name) SYED AFSHAN QADRI . In future i will be 
known as (new Name) SYED AFSHAN QADRI.
	 If any body having any objection he/she may 
contact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no 
objection will be accepted.

MCB

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Adhar card  
bearing No 665503360025  the  name is entered as IQBAL 
AHMAD SHAH while my actual name is MOHD IQBAL SHAH.  
Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody having any 
objection may contact Concern department with in a period of 
seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.
MOHD IQBAL SHAH 
S/O MOHD SULTAN SHAH  	 MCB
R/o KOUL PORA GUGLOOSA TREHGAM

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Tahira Begum W/o Ghulam Nabi Dar, R/o Tantray, Palhallan, 
Pattan, Baramulla, J&K – 193121, hereby inform the general 
public that the name of my daughter has been inadvertently 
recorded in her Aadhaar Card bearing No. 8223-8796-1994 as 
“Aiman Nabi”, which is incorrect.
Her correct and actual name is “Ayman Nabi”.
I have applied for correction of the said name in the Aadhaar 
records. Any person having any objection in this regard may 
submit the same before the concerned authority within 7 days 
from the date of publication of this notice. After the expiry of 
the said period, no objection shall be entertained.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Nisar Ahmad Mouchi S/o Ghulam Mohammad Mouchi, R/o 
Vehil Chattawatan, District Shopian, J&K, hereby inform the 
general public that my name and date of birth have been 
incorrectly recorded in my PAN Card as “Shabir Ahmad Sheikh 
S/o Fatch Sheikh” and 09-07-1996, respectively.
My correct name is “Nisar Ahmad Mouchi S/o Ghulam 
Mohammad Mouchi” and my correct date of birth is 09-07-
1998, as reflected in my Aadhaar Card. The names “Shabir 
Ahmad Sheikh S/o Fatch Sheikh” and “Nisar Ahmad Mouchi 
S/o Ghulam Mohammad Mouchi” refer to one and the same 
person, i.e., myself.
I have applied for correction/update of my name and date of 
birth in my PAN Card and other concerned official records. Any 
person having any objection in this regard may file the same 
before the concerned authority within 7 days from the date of 
publication of this notice, failing which no objection shall be 
entertained.

qns

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Adhar card  
bearing No 665503360025  the  name is entered as IQBAL 
AHMAD SHAH while my actual name is MOHD IQBAL SHAH.  
Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody having any 
objection may contact Concern department with in a period of 
seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.
MOHD IQBAL SHAH 
S/O MOHD SULTAN SHAH  
R/o KOUL PORA GUGLOOSA TREHGAM	 mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that my name has been inadvertently recorded as “Intikhab Alam 
Wani” in my Aadhaar Card, whereas my correct name is “Intikhabi Alam Wani.” Further, my father’s 
name has been recorded as “Ghulam Hassan Wani,” whereas the correct name is “Gh. Hassan Wani.” 
I intend to have the said discrepancies corrected accordingly. Any person having any objection to the 
proposed corrections may submit the same before the concerned department within 7 (seven) days 
from the date of publication of this notice. No objection shall be entertained after the expiry of the 
said period.
Name: Intikhabi Alam Wani
Father’s Name: Gh. Hassan Wani	 fko
R/o: Khonmoh, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of all concerned that 
the electricity connection pertaining to:
Consumer ID: 0204020007370
Installation No: 105384
Address: Dhobi Ghat, Hazratbal, Srinagar (Kashmir)
presently recorded in the name of Abdul Salam Gujree, is 
required to be transferred / changed in favour of Ms. Jawahira, 
as per her Aadhaar Card and other valid identity documents.
Any person having any objection to the proposed transfer 
/ name change may submit the same in writing before 
the concerned Assistant Executive Engineer (AEE), Power 
Development Department, PDD Sub-Division concerned, 
within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice.
If no objection is received within the stipulated period, the 
department shall carry out the necessary change in the 
electricity records in favour of Ms. Jawahira.

Sd/-
INF	 Ms. Jawahira

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform general public that the name of my SON as 
mentioned in his Aadhar Card bearing Aadhar No 7882 0369 
2093 has been incorrectly recorded as MUSKAAN AHMAD 
BHAT while as his actual name is USMAN AHMAD BHAT. Now I 
want to apply for the correction of same in his Aadhar from old 
name MUSKAAN AHMAD BHAT to new name USMAN AHMAD 
BHAT. In future he will be known as USMAN AHMAD BHAT. Any 
person who has any objections or concerns regarding these 
changes is requested to raise them within 07 days from the 
date of this notice.
Name -Abdul Majeed Bhat F/O - Usman Ahmad Bhat
R/O- Bunagund Tangmarg Baramulla J&K 193402	 bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Muddasir Adam Sharief S/o Mohammad Sharief Rather, 
R/o Kapren, Tehsil & District Shopian, J&K, hereby inform 
the general public that my name and my father’s name have 
been incorrectly recorded in my Driving Licence bearing No. JK-
2220160010798 as “Mudasir Adam Sharief S/o Mohd Sharief 
Rather”.
My correct name and my father’s correct name are “Muddasir 
Adam Sharief S/o Mohammad Sharief Rather”, as reflected in 
my Aadhaar Card bearing No. 6431-0661-5255.
I have applied before for correction of my name and my father’s 
name in the said Driving Licence. Any person having any 
objection in this regard may submit the same before the ARTO 
Shopian   within 7 days from the date of publication of this 
notice, failing which no objection shall be entertained.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Aisha D/o Rizwan Ahmad Bhat, R/o Yaru Gund, Beerwah, 
Budgam, hereby declare that my father’s name has been 
incorrectly recorded as “Rizwan Ahmad Bhat” in my Date of 
Birth (DOB) record.
The correct name of my father is “Rizwan Mohi-Ud-Din”. I 
further declare that Rizwan Ahmad Bhat and Rizwan Mohi-Ud-
Din refer to one and the same person.
This notice is issued for information of all concerned and for 
correction of the aforesaid discrepancy in my DOB record.
Objections, if any, may be filed before the Municipal Committee, 
Magam, within 7 days from the date of publication of this 
notice.
Aisha D/o Rizwan Mohi-Ud-Din
R/o Yaru Gund, Beerwah, Budgam	 bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE
 APPLYING FOR  “ONE AND THE SAME PERSON CERTIFICATE”
I, MENAKSHE PANDITA, D/o Sh. Mohan Lal Pandita, resident 
of Shadipora, Kupwara – 193222, and presently residing at H. 
No. 84, Govind Nagar, Bank Colony, Sector-1, Gole Gujral Camp 
Road, Talab Tillo, Jammu – 180002, do hereby notify the 
general public that my correct and legal name is MENAKSHE 
PANDITA.
Due to an inadvertent spelling error, my name has been 
mentioned as MEENAKSHI PANDITA in certain records/
documents, including Appointment Order No. 588 DSEK of 
2009 dated 25-06-2009.
It is hereby declared that “MEENAKSHI PANDITA” and 
“MENAKSHE PANDITA” refer to one and the same person, 
namely myself. There is only a spelling correction in my first 
name, while my surname, parentage, addresses and academic 
qualification documents pertain to me and remain unchanged. 
This notice is being issued for information of the general public 
and to avoid any confusion or discrepancy in future.
I am applying for “One and the Same Person Certificate” in the 
office of the Relief and Rehabilitation Commissioner Jammu/ 
Zone-A Office Jagti Colony. If any person has any objection 
regarding this, they may submit their objection before the 
concerned office within seven (7) days from the date of 
publication of this notice. No objection shall be entertained 
thereafter.	

qns

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from (old name) SYED AFSHANA 
QADRI   to (New name) SYED AFSHAN QADRI . In future i will be 
known as (new Name) SYED AFSHAN QADRI.
If any body having any objection he/she may contact Passport 
Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no objection will be 
accepted.

mcb-R

  THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD 
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

(SUB OFFICE KUPWARA)
PUBLIC NOTICE

I have passed/appeared in Secondary School 
Examination  (Class 10TH) under Roll  No. 
129002033 session :-Oct-Nov  Year: 2025 
through The Jammu &  Kashmir Board of School 
Education. The error has been committed 
by School   against my   Fathers Name And 
Mothers Name  as LATE JAHANGIR AHMAD &  
SHAHEENA BEGUM  instead of  JAHANGIR KHAN & SHAINA 
BEGUM 
Now I have applied for correction in The Jammu & Kashmir 
Board of School  Education, New Campus, Bemina, Srinagar. If 
any person has any objection in  this regard may file the same 
in the office of the Deputy  Secretary,  Certificates Kashmir 
Division within seven days from the date of publication of  
this notice, after the  expiry of said period, no objection will be 
entertained.
      This is published for the information of the general public.
The correct  particulars be recorded as under:-
Name:-     ANJUM JAHANGIR
Father's Name:- JAHANGIR KHAN
Mother's Name:-  SHAINA BEGUM
Date of Birth: 21-12-2007
Residence: TANGDAR  KUPWARA
Mobile No.-9541621092	 fko

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

MTM EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL 
WUSSAN  KAWARHAMA 193404

The Following are the members of Managing Body/Committee of MTM Experimental School:

1. Sajjad Atehar S/o: Gayas Ud Din Wani R/o: Wagoora
2. Neelofar Bashir W/o: Mehraj Ahmad Lone R/o: Kawarhama Kunzar.
3. Suraya Bashir D/o: Bashir Ahmad Wani R/o: Kawarhama Kunzar.
4. Rifat Ara D/o: Mohammad Akbar Rather R/o: Kawarhama Kunzar.
5. Peer Anees Ahmad S/o: Peer Abdul Majeed R/o: Wussan Kawarhama.
6. Peer Hilal Ahmad Shah S/o: Peer Mohmmad Yousuf Shah R/o: Wussan Kawarhama.
7. Showkat Ahmat Bhat S/o: Ghulam Ahmad Bhat R/o: Kawarhama.
8. Hilal Ahmad Zargar S/o: Mohammad Akbar Zargar R/o: Chichilora Kunzar.

Note:-
If anybody having any abjection regarding this he or she may contact CEO Office Baramulla or Director 
School Education Kashmir Within a period of (07) Seven days from the date of notification otherwise 
no abjection will be entertained.
ZK	 Principal

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mujeeba Nazir, W/o Nazir 
Ahmad Bhat, R/o Hurdu 
Shoora, Tehsil Kunzer, 
District Baramulla, J&K, 
hereby notify that the 
name of my daughter has 
been wrongly recorded 
in the school records of 
Hamdania Public School, 
Kunzer as "Saaliha Nazir 
instead of her correct name 
"AEROONA NAZIR", as 
per her Aadhaar Card and 
other official records. I have 
applied to the concerned 
school authorities for 
correction of her name in 
all school records. If any 
person has any objection to 
the proposed correction, the 
same may be conveyed to 
the concerned authorities 
within 7 days from the date 
of publication of this notice; 
failing which, the correction 
shall be processed 
accordingly.

Deponent
ZK	 Mujeeba Nazir

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Rifat Jan W/o Hilal Ahmad 
Najar, R/o Kunzer, Tehsil 
Kunzer, District Baramulla, 
J&K, hereby inform the 
general public that my 
name has been incorrectly 
recorded in my Aadhaar 
Card bearing No. 7811-8979-
0566 as “Rafiqa”, instead of 
my correct name “Rifat Jan.”
My correct and actual name, 
as reflected in my Domicile 
Certificate, is “Rifat Jan.” I 
have applied for correction 
of my name in the Aadhaar 
record from “Rafiqa” to 
“Rifat Jan.” Both names 
refer to one and the same 
person, i.e., myself.
Any person having any 
objection in this regard may 
submit the same before the 
concerned authority within 
7 days from the date of 
publication of this notice, 
failing which no objection 
shall be entertained.

ZK

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 10th)
under Roll No:. 308474  Session:  
Bi-Annual Year 2002 through the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School 
Education.  The error has been 
committed  against my name as Sonta  
Bano instead of Sonia Bano
Now, I have applied for correction/
rectification of error in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of 
School Education. New Campus Bernina. Srinagar, if any 
person has any objection in this regard, may file the same in 
the office of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within 
seven days from the date of Publication of this notice, after 
the expiry of said period no objection will be entertained. 
Name: Sonia Bano
Father's name: Mohammad Abbas Malik
Mother's Name:  
DOB: 03-12-1980
Residence: Khayar Bandipora
Mobile no: 7006630802

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly written in  
my 10 marks card bearing roll no: 319218, 
Session Regular 2011 as Mohd Ovase Mir 
while my correct name is Mohammad 
Ovase Mir . Now I have applied for the 
correction of the same if anybody has any 
objection in this regard  he/she may file 
them in the JKBOSE New Campus Bemina 
within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.   

Mohd Ovase Mir 
S/o Gulam Nabi Mir 	 FKO-R
R/o WARIPORA BALA KREEERI 
BARAMULLA

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 
Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. Printers, 
Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, Security 
System and Refilling of all Types of Cartridges, 
Toners Registered Government order Suppliers.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir Finance Department

Civil Secretariat, Srinagar/Jammu
NOTIFICATION

Subject: Draft Jammu and Kashmir Funds Organization (Subordinate) Service Recruitment Rules - 2026.

Whereas, vide SRO-520 dated 06.10.1980, the J&K Subordinate Accounts (Unfunded Debt) Service Recruitment Rules, 1980 were 
notified by the Finance Department; and
	 Whereas, various changes have taken place thereafter from time to time on account of creation/upgradation/re-designation 
and apportionment of posts between the UT of J&K and the UT of Ladakh; and
	 Whereas, these changes necessitated the revision/updation J&K Subordinate Accounts (Unfunded Debt) Service Recruitment 
Rules, afresh; and
	 Whereas, on the instructions of the Standing Committee constituted vide Government Order No. 1359-JK(GAD) of 2022 
dated 15.11.2022, for the purpose, it has been advised vide Circular No. 03-ARI & Trgs of 2023 dated 22.09.2023, to circulate the Draft 
Recruitment Rules for inviting objections from all the stakeholders.
	 Now, therefore, before placing the draft Jammu and Kashmir Funds Organization (Subordinate) Service Recruitment 
Rules-2026 before the Standing Committee for its consideration/approval, the draft notification of Jammu and Kashmir Funds 
Organization (Subordinate) Service Recruitment Rules" along with Schedule "I" and "II" are hereby notified for inviting objections, if 
any, from all the stakeholders viz. members of the Service. The objection(s), if any, should reach to the office of the Additional Secretary 
to Government, Finance Department, Civil Secretariat Srinagar or emailed at (asfinancejk321@gmail.com) within a period of fifteen 
(15) days from the date of issuance of this notification. After expiry of stipulated period, no objection in this regard shall be entertained.

Sd/-(Shailendra Kumar) IAS 
Financial Commissioner (ACS)

 Finance Department.
No. FD-Cord/67/2021-03
DIPK-5919/26 
Dated: 19.09.2026
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4: 53

ZUHR	 12:24

ASR	 4: 48
Magrib	 6: 35                    
ISHA	 7: 55

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
07  Rabi-Ul-Sani

1448

•	 622 Islamic Prophet Muhammed (SAW)/Abu Bakr 
(RA) arrives in Jathrib (Medina)

•	 1066-  Battle of Fulford, Yorkshire: Harald III 
Hardrada of Norway defeats Northern Saxon Earls 
Edwin and Morcar

•	 1187-  Saladin begins the Siege of Jerusalem.
•	 1378 - Robert de Geneve, "butcher of Cesena" 

crowned anti-pope Clemens VII
•	 1519 - Spanish expedition led by Portuguese 

navigator Ferdinand Magellan sets off on the 1st 
successful circumnavigation of the globe (Magellan 
killed on route)

•	 1530-  Luther advises protestant monarch 
compromise

•	 1565-  Spaniards capture Fort Caroline Florida & 
massacre the French

•	 1596 - Diego de Montemayor founded the city of 
Monterrey in New Spain

•	 1602- Spanish held city of Grave surrenders to 
Maurice of Orange during Eighty Years' War

•	 1604- Spanish army under Spinola recaptures 
Oostende

•	 1643 -  First Battle of Newbury (English civil war): 
King Charles I's forces beaten by a parliamentary 
army led by the Earl of Essex and Philip Stapleton

•	 1688  - French troops occupies Palts
•	 1854  - Battle of the Alma: first major battle of 

Crimean War. British and French alliance defeat the 
Russians.

•	 1861 -  Battle of Lexington, MI-captured by Union
•	 1863  - Battle of Shepardstown VA

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Health & Medical Education Department
Civil Secretariat, J&K.

Subject: Compassionate Appointment of Mr. Mandeep Kanth S/o Late Chuni Lal Kanth, Ex-Nursing Orderly 
R/o Block 115 flat 02 lane 20 Jagti colony, Nagrota, Jammu, J&K, as MTS in the Health & Medical Education 
Department earmarked vacancies under RAS-2022.

DIPK-5907/26
DATED: 19-09-2026

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION SOPORE

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
Fax No: - 01954-222626    

NIT NO.STDS/ 16 of 2026-27	                    Dated:  19/09/2026 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
 For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL), the 
Tender Floating Authority, as specified in clause 1 of BDS, invites e-bids from reputed Contractors having Valid A-
Class Electrical Contractor License or equivalent license issued by Chief Electrical Inspector of J&KPDD/Relevant 
issuing authority/ registered Firms/Bidders enlisted with CPWD/MES/Railways/GEM, as per terms, conditions, 
technical specifications and schedules of SBD forming part of this document. The detail of works is as under 

1.  Name of the Work Renovation and Maintenance of various Receiving Stations of 
KPDCL under UT Capex (within the jurisdiction of STD Sopore) 

2.  Estimated Cost( in Lakhs) 50.00 
3.  Cost of tender document 

in Rs. (Non- refundable) 
₹ 2001/- 

4.  Cost of EMD@2% in Rs. ₹ 1,00,000/- 
 

Critical Dates 

  
All other details viz. Eligibility Criteria, Terms & Conditions, Schedules are mentioned in the SBD forming 

the part of the document.  
  
      Sd/ 
      Executive Engineer, KPDCL  
 Sub Transmission Division Sopore 

No: STDS/TS/995-98 
Dated:   19/09/2026 

 

 
A 

 
Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding 
Document/ Sale of Bid Document (Start) / 
Clarifications start date 

The Standard Bidding Document can be 
downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in 
from 19th September, 2026; 04:00 PM 

 
B 

Clarifications end date / e-Bid submission (start) date 
& time (Submission of e-tender fee, EMD and other 
supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 

 

  21st September, 2026; 10:00 AM 

 
 
C 

Sale of Bid Document (End)/ e-Bid submission (end) 
date & time (Submission of e-tender fee, EMD and 
other supporting documents in PDF/XLS 
format)/ Submission of Hard Copy (end) Date 

 

 12th October, 2026; 02:00 PM 

 
D 

Online Technical and Commercial e-Bid opening date & 
Time  14th October, 2026; 03:00 PM 

 
E 

 
Financial Bid opening 

After completion of process of 
evaluation of                           Technical & commercial 
Bids 

F Venue of opening of technical & financial e-Bids 
 
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER STD SOPORE 

DIPK-NB-1686/26
DATED: 19-09-2026

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The University of Kashmir 
(KU), through the Centre for Innova-
tion, Incubation & Entrepreneur-
ship (CIIE), Institute of Technology 
(IoT), Zakura Campus, concluded 
the first phase of a five-day Skill De-
velopment Programme on “Drone 
Technology – Designing & Hands-on 
Workshop”, organised from Septem-
ber 14–18 at the e-Yantra Embedded 
Systems & Robotics Lab.

The programme provided par-
ticipants practical exposure to 
various aspects of drone technol-
ogy, including drone components 
and anatomy, aerodynamics, flight 
controllers, quadcopter assembly, 
simulation, mission planning, CAD-
based design, Python programming, 
flight operations and applications 
in agriculture.

A total of 20 participants, select-
ed from over 200 registrations from 
different educational institutions, 
participated in the first phase, com-
bining conceptual learning with 
hands-on experimentation and tech-

nology-oriented skill development.
Vice-Chancellor, KU, Prof. 

Nilofer Khan, said emerging tech-
nologies such as drones are creat-
ing new avenues for innovation, 
research and entrepreneurship, 
while practical learning enables 
students to apply technology to 
real-world challenges.

“By combining conceptual un-
derstanding with hands-on learning, 
we can empower our students to de-
velop technology-based solutions to 
real-world challenges,” she said.

Dean Academic Affairs, KU, 
Prof. Shariefuddin Pirzada, ap-
preciated the structured approach 
of the programme, which enabled 
participants to progress from fun-
damentals to assembly, simulation, 
programming and flight operations.

Registrar, KU, Prof. Naseer 
Iqbal, emphasised the importance 
of practical and interdisciplinary 
training in contemporary higher 
education, noting that drone tech-
nology integrates areas such as elec-
tronics, programming, engineering, 
design and automation and offers 

diverse real-world applications.
Dean and Director, IoT, Zakura 

Campus KU, Prof. M. Tariq Banday, 
highlighted the importance of pro-
viding learners opportunities to ex-
periment, build and test technology-
based solutions. He added that over 
200 participants have registered for 
the Drone Technology and allied 
workshops at the Lab.  Workshop 
coordinators Dr. Bilal Ahmad Ma-
lik and Dr. Mir Nazish, and Rutba 
Majeed, DGCA-certified Drone Pilot 
and Instructor, were also present on 
the occasion.

The workshop is part of KU’s 
continuing skill-development 
and capacity-building initiatives 
aimed at providing practical ex-
posure to emerging technologies 
and developing industry-relevant 
skills. The e-Yantra Embedded 
Systems & Robotics Lab, estab-
lished at IoT Zakura Campus with 
support from RUSA 2.0, provides 
infrastructure for hands-on learn-
ing and experimentation in embed-
ded systems, robotics and related 
technological domains.

KU Concludes First Phase of Hands-On 
Workshop on Drone Technology
20 participants gain practical exposure to drone design, 
assembly, programming and flight operations

Agencies

Srinagar: The proposed Sewage 
Treatment Plant at Allochi Bagh 
has undergone a significant 
change in its regulatory classifi-
cation, moving from the Red Cat-
egory under an earlier Jammu 
and Kashmir Pollution Control 
Committee consent to the Blue 
Category under the revised clas-
sification framework adopted by 
the J&K PCC.

The change came under judi-
cial scrutiny after a petition was 
filed challenging the proposed 
STP near Friends Colony and 
Allochi Bagh. The High Court 
sought an explanation from the 
J&K PCC after noting that the 
same project had earlier been 
treated as a Red Category activ-
ity but was subsequently classi-
fied as Blue Category.

According to an affidavit 
filed by the J&K PCC Chairman 
before the High Court, the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board is-
sued a revised classification no-
tification under which Sewage 
Treatment Plants were placed in 
the Blue Category. The J&K PCC 
stated that it had adopted and 
implemented the revised classi-
fication in the Union Territory.

The CPCB's revised frame-
work created Blue Category 
specifically for essential envi-
ronmental services, including fa-
cilities dealing with domestic and 
household waste. Its classifica-

tion material lists Sewage Treat-
ment Plants of 5 MLD and above 
as Blue Category activities.

The change became particu-
larly relevant because a J&K 
PCC inspection in January 2026 
had recorded that the proposed 
Allochi Bagh site was approxi-
mately 25 metres from a resi-
dential area and had referred to 
a 500-metre siting requirement 
applicable to the project when it 
was being treated as a Red Cat-
egory activity. The Regional Di-
rector had recommended shift-
ing the site and obtaining a fresh 
consent before construction.

The High Court subsequent-
ly held on June 6 that, following 
the revised CPCB classification 
and the J&K PCC's adoption of it, 
the Blue Category classification 
did not carry the residential-
distance condition being relied 
upon by the petitioners. The 
court therefore found no legal 
impediment to establishing the 
STP at the proposed site on the 
basis of the revised consent then 
in force.

The Division Bench, while 
disposing of an appeal, clarified 
that the project could proceed 
strictly in accordance with the 
J&K PCC Consent to Establish 
and applicable norms, includ-
ing safeguards to ensure that the 
plant does not cause pollution be-
yond permissible levels or create 
annoyance to adjoining locali-
ties. [KNT]

Allochi Bagh STP 
Reclassified From Red to 
Blue Category

PDP Stages Protest 
in Srinagar
Agencies

Srinagar: PDP workers led by party leader 
Iltija Mufti staged a protest at the party 
headquarters in Srinagar on Saturday, de-
manding that the report of the Cabinet Sub-
Committee on rationalization of Jammu and 
Kashmir's reservation policy be made public 
and presented before the people.

Carrying placards and raising slogans, 
the protesters demanded immediate disclo-
sure of the report, which was constituted to 
examine grievances surrounding the exist-
ing reservation framework and recommend 
measures for its rationalization. The plac-
ards called for the report to be released and 
publicly discussed, while also highlighting 
concerns relating to EWS and the residen-
tial-condition requirement.

Iltija Mufti, who addressed the protest-
ers from atop a vehicle, accused the Jammu 
and Kashmir Government of delaying disclo-
sure of the report and said the issue directly 
affected the future of students and job aspi-
rants. She demanded that the recommenda-
tions be placed in the public domain instead 
of being kept confidential.

Iltija Mufti as per the news agency Kash-
mir News Trust also alleged that govern-
ment jobs in Jammu and Kashmir were be-
ing "sold" and questioned the government's 
handling of recruitment and employment 
opportunities. 

The demand for publication of the reser-
vation report comes amid continuing debate 
over the structure of quotas in government 
recruitment and professional admissions. The 
Cabinet Sub-Committee was constituted by 
the Omar Abdullah Government in December 
2024 to examine the issue after protests and 
representations from open-merit aspirants.

The committee was headed by Health 
and Education Minister Sakeena Itoo and 
included Ministers Javed Ahmad Rana and 
Satish Sharma. The committee subsequent-
ly submitted its recommendations to the 
Council of Ministers. The Government has 
maintained that the recommendations went 
through the prescribed approval process, 
while the contents of the report have not 
been placed fully in the public domain.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Police have appre-
hended an absconding accused 
from Hawal area of Srinagar in 
connection with multiple cheque-
bounce cases and a cheating case 
registered at Police Station Ma-
gam, officials said.

The accused was identified 
as Reyaz Ahmad Dar, a resident 
of Attina, Beerwah. Police said 
he was wanted in connection 
with FIR No. 26/2024 registered at 
Police Station Magam under Sec-
tion 420 of the Indian Penal Code 
and was also figuring in the ab-
sconder/missing list maintained 
by Police Station Beerwah.

Police said the Chief Judi-

cial Magistrate, Budgam, had 
issued a warrant against Dar 
in connection with proceed-
ings under Section 138 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act, 
which deals with dishonour 
of cheques.

Acting on specific infor-
mation, a team from Police 
Station Beerwah, in coordina-
tion with Police Station Za-
dibal in Srinagar, traced and 
apprehended Dar from Hawal, 
police said.

During preliminary inves-
tigation, police said Dar was 
allegedly involved in cheating 
several persons by gaining their 
confidence through representa-
tions relating to gold-related busi-
ness transactions.

Absconding Accused In Multiple 
Cheque-Bounce Cases Arrested



Mauzam Bakshi

R
ecent sightings in Gurez and the Lidder Valley 
suggest that the Vuder, the Kashmiri otter, still 
survives in some of the valley’s waters. 

The animal never asked for a perfect Kash-
mir. It lives on fish, healthy riverbanks, shelter and un-
disturbed habitat, and it moves along waterways that 
connect, so its presence gives away a great deal. 

Wherever it lives, those conditions still exist, which 
makes each sighting a statement about the water as 
much as about the species. 

Gurez and the Lidder Valley look like fragments of 
the valley’s original freshwater world, and the Vuder is 
the evidence that they still function.

The rest of the valley reads differently. Wetlands 
shrank, natural channels were altered or disconnected, 
riverbanks lost their vegetation, pollution entered the 
water and fish habitats degraded. 

The Vuder lost its world through hundreds of small 
changes, none dramatic enough to alarm anyone, until 
an animal once familiar became a memory and then the 

memory began to fade. 
Children who grow up without seeing what their 

parents saw take what remains for normal, so a decline 
that nobody remembers is a decline that nobody notices.

We measure rivers in numbers: water levels, dis-
charge, pollution levels, embankment lengths and mon-
ey spent on restoration. 

These figures describe a channel, and a channel 
can look excellent on paper while the river inside it 
empties of life. 

A river moves water, and it also holds fish, insects, 
birds that feed along it, plants that grow beside it and 
wetlands that draw on it. 

It can go on moving water while it dies. 
Channelised, strengthened and landscaped, it can 

look beautiful and remain biologically impoverished be-
neath the surface.

Modern environmental work runs a danger of its 
own: we grow more skilled at restoring the appearance 
of nature than nature itself, and the appearance is easy 
to admire. 

A beautified riverfront, a project inauguration and a 
wetland that looks lovely all satisfy an audience. 

The Vuder ignores every one of them. 
It responds to ecological reality, and a healthy river 

shows in what lives there, because nature holds the final say. 
The Vuder would never be the restoration itself. It 

would be the witness, an observer whose testimony rests 
on fish, banks and shelter rather than on budgets.

What would satisfy the animal is easy to describe. 
Wetlands would be treated as living organs of the 

valley instead of wasteland. Streams would remain 

streams instead of drains. Floodplains would keep their 
ecological function, native vegetation would grow along 
the banks and waterways would connect well enough for 
life to move through them. 

Rivers can become cleaner, fish can return and eco-
logical connections can be restored, and when enough of 
these pieces work together, wildlife follows. 

Restoration in that sense means creating the condi-
tions in which nature returns by itself, a humbler ambi-
tion than bringing it back and a harder one to fake.

The Vuder remains unaware of all this. 
It will move through the landscape as it always 

did, returning for the water alone. Vuders may one day 
emerge from the reeds along a riverbank without cer-
emony, announcement or ribbon-cutting. 

An elderly Kashmiri who remembers the animal 
from childhood may smile, and a child may ask what it 
is. Someone will answer, “That is a Vuder. It used to live 
here,” and this time the sentence can end differently: 
“Now it has come back.”

That sighting would tell Kashmir that the fresh-
water web of life, weakened over decades, has begun to 
reconnect: fish are returning, wetlands are functioning 
and riverbanks have become habitat again. 

It would also answer a question the numbers cannot, 
whether what we damaged can be healed. 

Protecting the refuges in Gurez and the Lidder Val-
ley and restoring waters beyond them gives the animal 
somewhere to go. 

Beyond those refuges, its absence is a verdict already 
delivered by the only inspector that cannot be flattered. 

Kashmir can clean its rivers, and only the Vuder can 
confirm whether it has brought them back to life.

— 
The author is a businessman by profession but a 

nature lover and environmentalist by heart. He can be 
reached at mauzambakshi@gmail.com.

...

...
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The Otter Will Audit Kashmir Rivers
Sightings in Gurez and the Lidder Valley show the Vuder survives, and its return to the rest 

of the valley’s waters would grade restoration more honestly than any ribbon-cutting.

An elderly 
Kashmiri who 
remembers the animal 
from childhood may 
smile, and a child may 
ask what it is. Someone 
will answer, “That is a 
Vuder. It used to live 
here,” and this time 
the sentence can end 
differently: “Now it has 
come back.”

Wahid Gull

I
ndia’s latest UPI framework creates an un-
usual economic experiment. 

The Finance Ministry says person-to-
person payments remain free, as do merchant 

payments up to ₹2,000, while a 0.4% Merchant Dis-
count Rate, or MDR, applies to specified merchant 
transactions above that threshold. 

The charge belongs to the merchant-payment 
system, with the government saying customers 
themselves will not pay it.

The policy question is familiar: who pays, 
how much and for what kind of transaction? 

The deeper question is harder and more inter-
esting: what price makes a person change the way 
they spend money?

That question lies at the centre of an econom-
ic idea called Marginal Monetary Sacrifice.

The concept asks how much additional money a 
person is willing to give up to complete a transaction. 

A buyer purchasing something for ₹2,500, for ex-
ample, may accept an additional cost and complete 
the purchase. Someone else may change the pay-
ment method, postpone the purchase or abandon it.

The size of the cost tells only part of the story. 
The decision around that cost tells us something 
about the value the buyer places on the transaction.

That difference could become useful in study-
ing digital payments. 

UPI has made payment almost invisible in 
daily life. A phone screen replaces cash changing 
hands. A tap can settle a purchase before the buy-
er has fully registered the movement of money. A 
small transaction cost could make that movement 
visible again.

Researchers could call the accepted addition-
al cost a Marginal Monetary Sacrifice, or MMS. 
They could then compare that sacrifice with the 
value of the transaction through a proposed Mar-
ginal Monetary Sacrifice Index. 

Such a measure would have to account for in-
come, merchant category, payment frequency and 
other factors before researchers could draw firm 
conclusions.

The ₹2,000 threshold creates a particularly in-
teresting boundary. 

Researchers could examine whether spending 
behaviour changes around it. Do buyers split pur-
chases? Do they use another payment method? Do 
they postpone a purchase? Do merchants alter trans-
action values? Or do people accept the additional 
cost because the purchase remains worth making?

Those choices can tell economists something 
that transaction totals alone cannot.

The distinction becomes especially important 
when thinking about money demand. 

A person who postpones a ₹2,500 purchase be-
cause of a payment cost has retained that money 

for the moment. That does not automatically mean 
the person has increased money demand. The 
money could remain in a bank account, become 
cash, move into an investment or fund another 
purchase later.

MMS therefore belongs first to behavioural 
economics. Its connection with monetary eco-
nomics comes through the choices people make 
between spending and retaining their mon-
etary resources.

A possible empirical model could place 
MMS alongside income, interest rates, inflation, 
credit conditions, digital-payment use and pay-
ment-method substitution when examining real 
money demand. 

The coefficient attached to MMS would have 
to emerge from evidence rather than assumption.

That is where UPI becomes useful as a re-
search setting. 

A large digital payment system produces de-
tailed behavioural records. With appropriately 
anonymised data and careful controls, research-
ers could compare payment behaviour before and 
after a change in transaction costs.

The government says the new framework 
leaves about 96% of merchant transactions unaf-
fected, with MDR applying to specified transac-
tions above ₹2,000. The policy therefore creates a 
relatively narrow boundary around which behav-
ioural changes can be observed.

For economists, that boundary may prove 
more revealing than the fee itself.

The larger question reaches beyond UPI. 
Money has a price even when a transaction ap-
pears free. That price can take the form of time, 
convenience, payment friction or an explicit 
charge. MMS proposes a way to observe the point 
at which those costs begin to alter behaviour.

The idea remains a proposal, rather than an 
established economic measure. Its real test will 
come through data, repeated observation and 
comparison with existing monetary indicators.

A payment screen may show only a rupee 
figure. The decision behind that figure can tell us 
something far larger about when people choose to 
spend, when they choose to wait and how much 
they value keeping their money in hand.

— 
The author is an independent researcher ex-

ploring monetary economics, digital payments and 
consumer behaviour, and can be reached at wahid.

econo@gmail.com.

Nasir Khuehami

I 
am writing as a young Kashmiri who 
has spent nearly twelve years listening 
to, standing with and speaking for Kash-
miri students. 
I have met young people preparing for 

examinations, searching for jobs and try-
ing to build independent lives. Their cir-
cumstances differ from those of students 
elsewhere in India, but their basic concerns 
sound strikingly similar. 

They want a fair chance, a credible sys-
tem and the confidence that their effort will 
receive fair treatment.

That common aspiration is why Kashmir 
belongs in the national debate over examina-
tion integrity and recruitment.

I remember meeting you in Srinagar in 
August 2024 during your visit to Kashmir. 
I also remember our interaction after the 
Pahalgam attack in 2025, when the safety of 
Kashmiri students studying across India 
came sharply into focus. 

On both occasions, I saw a thoughtful-
ness toward people whose lives have been 
influenced by circumstances they did not 
choose. You listened to our concerns and 
spoke about them alongside the concerns of 
young Indians elsewhere.

Those encounters remained with me 
because listening has a particular value in 
Kashmir. 

Young people here have spent years 
hearing their lives discussed through poli-
tics, security and conflict. Their education, 
employment and aspirations often receive 
far less attention.

I have watched your meetings with stu-
dents, workers, young people and communi-
ties around India. You have spoken frequent-
ly about paper leaks, recruitment fraud, 
institutional accountability and the erosion 
of public trust. Those concerns also have a 
Kashmiri address.

The Jammu and Kashmir Police Sub-
Inspector recruitment controversy remains 
one of the most painful examples. The Fi-
nance Accounts Assistant examination, 
Fire and Emergency Services recruitment, 
Junior Engineer recruitment, Lecturer re-
cruitment in the School Education Depart-
ment and Civil Judge recruitment have also 

faced controversies. 
Several other examinations have left as-

pirants questioning the credibility of the pro-
cesses on which their futures depend.

For a young person in Kashmir, a gov-
ernment job can represent far more than a 
designation. Limited private-sector opportu-
nities have made public employment an im-
portant route toward financial independence 
and family support. 

Behind an examination form lies a house-
hold that has spent years investing money, 
time and hope in one person’s preparation.

An examination controversy therefore 
reaches far beyond an examination hall.

A cancelled or compromised examina-
tion can cost an aspirant another year. Prep-
aration begins again, family plans wait, and 
another attempt becomes necessary. 

The uncertainty extends into the next 
recruitment cycle, where the aspirant once 
again has to trust a process that has already 
disappointed them.

I have seen how repeated institutional 
failures can alter the way young people look 
at merit itself. A student who spends years 
preparing wants to believe that effort has a 
place in public life. When recruitment pro-
cesses repeatedly enter controversy, that be-
lief becomes harder to sustain.

Kashmir therefore cannot remain a foot-
note in India’s wider debate about examina-
tion integrity.

The issue has a national dimension be-
cause the young people affected in Jammu 
and Kashmir are asking questions familiar 
to students elsewhere. 

They want examinations conducted cred-
ibly, recruitment processes that withstand 
scrutiny, and institutions capable of protect-
ing the work they put into preparing for a 
competitive examination.

Their concerns do not become uniquely 
Kashmiri simply because they emerge from 
Kashmir.

I have also spent years travelling and 
meeting young people elsewhere in India. 
Their anxieties come with different circum-
stances, but I have heard the same desire for 
opportunity and a fair chance. 

That common ground provides a stron-
ger basis for bringing Kashmir into the na-
tional discussion. 

The young Kashmiri preparing for a 
government examination and the student 
elsewhere in India worrying about a paper 
leak are confronting different circumstances 
within a shared institutional system.

The constitutional changes of August 
2019 were presented as the beginning of a 
new chapter centred on development, op-
portunity, transparency and accountable 
governance. People can hold sharply dif-

ferent political views about those chang-
es, but the functioning of institutions is a 
separate question. 

A young person who spends years pre-
paring for an examination needs a recruit-
ment system that commands confidence.

That expectation belongs to the basic 
idea of equal citizenship.

I remember what you told us during 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, about feeling the 
pain of Kashmir, sharing its suffering and 
wanting to build a lifelong relationship 
with its people. 

Those words create an expectation that 
Kashmir will remain part of your engage-
ment with young Indians.

You have been asking questions about 
examination integrity and institutional ac-
countability. Kashmir has its own record of 
recruitment controversies that belongs with-
in that discussion. 

Thousands of young people here have 
experienced the consequences in personal 
terms. Their stories sit behind the numbers.

I do not expect a political leader to 
solve every institutional failure, but I do 
expect Kashmiri students to remain visible 
when national debates about India’s youth 
take place.

That visibility has significance beyond 
recruitment. 

When young Kashmiris hear their con-
cerns discussed alongside those of students 
elsewhere, they see themselves within a na-
tional conversation. But when their experi-
ences disappear from that debate, a distance 
grows between the country’s political lan-
guage and their daily lives.

I write because I remember our meeting 
in Srinagar. I remember the attention you 
gave us, and I remember the words about 
staying connected with Kashmir. 

I would like that connection to include 
the students preparing for examinations, the 
aspirants waiting for recruitment and the 
families watching another year pass while a 
disputed process is examined.

Kashmiri students are citizens of India. 
Their aspirations do not need a special cat-
egory to enter a national discussion about 
fairness in education and employment. Their 
concerns belong there on their own terms.

Kashmir has spent decades being spoken 
about. Its young people also want to be heard 
as young Indians with examinations to pre-
pare for, jobs to seek and families to support.

That is where this discussion needs to 
begin.

 The author is a doctoral scholar and the 
National Convenor of the Jammu & Kashmir 

Students Association (JKSA), and can be 
reached at khuehamiayaan@gmail.com.

Give Kashmir a 
Fair Chance

In this open letter to Rahul Gandhi, the author argues that Kashmiri 
students and job aspirants must be included in India’s wider debate 

over examination integrity, recruitment and institutional accountability.

The ₹2,000 UPI Test
What looks like a small payment-system 
charge could become a window into the 
decisions people make with their money.

The government says 
the new framework leaves 
about 96% of merchant 
transactions unaffected, 
with MDR applying to 
specified transactions 
above ₹2,000. The policy 
therefore creates a 
relatively narrow boundary 
around which behavioural 
changes can be observed.
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A school can be measured by its lessons, marks and 
results. The older Srinagar tradition left its mark in 
other places: in a teacher’s limp, in a bag of soaked 
walnuts brought home after Shivratri, and in a former 
student who can still remember the names of his 
teachers decades later.

The Legendary Teachers of Old Srinagar
From Utooun Jee’s free Quranic centre to professors who stood up for students, these are the 

teachers whose lessons survived long after school ended.

Syed Nissar H Gilani

When Teachers’ Day comes 
on 5 September, I count 
my teachers, and the 

count begins with two people who 
charged nothing.

The first was my mother, who 
laid the foundation of my education 
at home. The second was an elderly 
neighbourhood woman known as 
utooun jee, who ran a free Quranic 
centre.

Such centres once flourished 
throughout Srinagar under the 
name Tchat hall, staffed by local 
Syeds, Pir families and learned re-
spectables who taught small chil-
dren without a fee, while wealthy 
households hired an Oukhoon for 
private lessons.

The city had both paid teachers 
and teachers who gave their time 
freely. My education began with 
the latter.

I have come to feel that those 
early lessons influenced much of 
what followed. A teacher who asks 
for no money often gives some-
thing greater than a lesson. He sees 
the child as a whole, with all his 
fears, faults and possibilities.

That old tradition has faded from 
Srinagar, though its spirit of giving 
still survives in some places. I was 
fortunate to encounter it again in 
my own home.

Molvi Mohammad Yousuf Kamali 
of Gojwara, a man in his late sev-
enties, taught me the Quran there 
with great dedication, and after his 
death his nephew, Molvi Ghulam 
Mohammad Kamili, took over and 
guided me through the revision 
known as Galtana.

A pupil passed from uncle to 
nephew like an unfinished duty.

Guardianship has a harder edge, 
and my schooling supplies it. Molvi 
Noor Din, my theology teacher at 
Islamia High School, punished me 
for a missed prayer so severely that 
I fainted, and the incident led to my 
transfer.

The principal, Mufti Ghulam U 
Din, a gentle and educated man, 
apologised for the episode.

A home tutor from my primary 
years was merciless, and I fended 
him off with the help of my dog, 
Tiger.

Most of my teachers were kind 
and these cases were few, but the 
apology interests me more than 
the blows, since a principal who 
apologises to a child has decided 
the child is owed something.

Some of the best instruction 

came from men with other jobs.
Bushan Lal and N.N. Kaul worked 

in government service and taught 
privately, and between them they 
carried me through science, math-
ematics and English.

Kaul lived in Rainwari and was a 
master of palmistry, and he taught 
me English so well that it became 
one of my strongest subjects. His 
family invited me to their home on 
Shivratri and always sent me back 
with soaked walnuts.

A tutorial in that house grew 
into hospitality, and a boy who had 
learned the Quran in his own home 
was welcomed into another fam-
ily’s festival.

College enlarged the same in-
stinct. At SP College, Prof. T.N. Bhan 
and Prof. G.N. Firaq nurtured my 
debating, while the principal, Prof. 

Saif-ud-Din, protected students as 
though they were his sons and ar-
ranged a special squad to watch 
the nearby restaurants and coffee 
houses so that nobody strayed or 
missed class.

Prof. G.M. Mir, a chemistry teach-
er who resembled the actor Sheikh 
Mukhtar and was perhaps even 
taller, carried out “surgical strikes” 
on students bunking in those cof-
fee shops, and anyone caught red-
handed faced heavy penalties.

A squad watching coffee houses 
would be called surveillance today. 
We understood it as the attention 
of parents, who watch closely and 
sometimes strike, and the college 
practised both.

Prof. G.M. Zaz, my zoology teach-
er, shows where that attention can 
lead.

During a police crackdown, a 
brutal lathi charge came down on 
a student, the late M. Ayiub Kanth, 
and Prof. Zaz covered him with his 
own body.

His leg broke, and he limped for 
the rest of his life.

In those moments, when a baton 
could come down on a classroom 
full of young men, guardianship 
took on a different meaning. It 
meant standing beside a student 
when it counted.

At the postgraduate level the 
mentors were scientists. Prof. Dr. 
S.N. Das, world renowned and a 
likeness of our former president 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, was a men-
tor students could approach, and 
alongside Prof. Dr. D.N. Fotedar 
and Prof. Dr. M.Y. Qadri, who later 
became Vice Chancellor of Kashmir 
University, he guided us toward 
whatever we became.

A school can be measured by its 
lessons, marks and results. The old-
er Srinagar tradition left its mark 
in other places: in a teacher’s limp, 
in a bag of soaked walnuts brought 
home after Shivratri, and in a for-
mer student who can still remem-
ber the names of his teachers de-
cades later.

— The author is a former civil 

servant from the administrative 

service. Contact: 

nisargilani57748@gmail.com.

Yaqza Takes Kashmiri Cinema Inward
Ali Emran’s fourth feature moves Kashmiri cinema away from familiar storytelling and toward 

consciousness, memory, perception and spiritual awakening.

Syed Sammar Mehdi

Kashmiri cinema has often 
looked outward, toward land-
scapes, customs, conflict, folk-

lore and social life. Ali Emran’s Yaqza: 
The Awakening proposes a different 
direction.

Its gaze turns inward, toward the 
places where memory, perception, 
consciousness and spirituality meet.

That decision makes Yaqza unusual 
even before it reaches theatres in 
October. Described as the first experi-
mental Kashmiri feature film, it plac-
es a difficult question at the centre of 
its design: can cinema represent the 
subconscious?

The question gives the film its intel-
lectual force. It also sets a demanding 
task for Emran, who has written and 
directed the film.

A conventional story gives viewers 
characters, events and explanations 
to follow. Yaqza appears to ask for 
another kind of attention, one guided 
by images, sound, silence, movement, 
atmosphere and symbolism.

Its title, Yaqza, means awakening. 
The word gives the film its philosoph-
ical centre. Awakening here becomes 
a change in perception, a movement 
between consciousness and the sub-
conscious, the visible and the invis-
ible, the material and the spiritual.

That idea could easily become ab-
stract on screen.

Emran’s experiment rests on the 

possibility that cinema can make such 
states perceptible without translating 
them into lengthy dialogue or con-
ventional plot.

The film therefore places consider-
able faith in the visual and sonic lan-
guage of cinema.

Its non-linear construc-
tion strengthens that intention. 
Fragmented visual expression takes 
precedence over familiar narrative 
progression.

The audience is invited to experi-
ence ideas through images and at-
mosphere rather than receive them 
through exposition. The result, at 
least as the film’s stated conception 
suggests, is cinema that asks viewers 
to participate in creating meaning.

That can be a risky proposition in a 
theatrical setting.

Audiences generally enter a film 
expecting some form of narrative 
contract. They want to know where a 
story is going, who its characters are 
and what drives them. Yaqza appears 
to loosen that contract. Its reward de-
pends on the viewer’s willingness to 
stay with uncertainty and read im-
ages as part of an interior language.

The experiment becomes particu-
larly interesting because Emran is 
working in Kashmiri.

Kashmir gives the film more than 
scenery. Its philosophical and mysti-
cal inheritance becomes part of the 
film’s vocabulary.

Questions of consciousness, exis-
tence, perception and spiritual awak-
ening have a long presence in the re-
gion’s intellectual traditions. Emran 
attempts to bring those concerns 
into contemporary cinema without 
reducing Kashmir to a picturesque 
backdrop.

That distinction gives Yaqza a larger 
cultural proposition.

A Kashmiri film can speak from 
its own philosophical inheritance 
while addressing questions that reach 

beyond geography and language. The 
film’s inward gaze therefore becomes 
a way of thinking about Kashmiri cin-
ema itself.

Emran’s previous work provides 
a useful route into this experiment. 
Ibtida: The Beginning, his first fea-
ture, engaged with questions sur-
rounding art and existence. Qouluf: 
The Ensorcelled turned toward 
Kashmir’s spiritual traditions and in-
digenous worldview. Baand explored 
the cultural legacy of Baand-e-Pather, 
Kashmir’s traditional folk theatre.

Yaqza takes another step inward. 
Its movement runs from art and ex-
istence through cultural memory and 
spiritual heritage toward conscious-
ness and awakening.

Seen together, the four films sug-
gest a filmmaker repeatedly searching 

for cinematic forms through which 
Kashmir’s intellectual and artistic in-
heritance can speak.

The collaboration behind the film 
also has a long history.

Producer Yaqut Mushtaq has 
been associated with independent 
film, theatre and cultural initia-
tives in Kashmir for several years. 
She has served as chairperson of the 
Experimental Moving Images and 
Theatre Association, or XMITA, for 
more than a decade. She also helped 
initiate the International Film Festival 
of Kashmir in 2006 and served as its 
festival director.

Her association with Emran ex-
tends through Ibtida, Qouluf and 
Yaqza. That partnership has support-
ed filmmaking positioned outside 
conventional commercial cinema, 

with recurring attention to Kashmir’s 
cultural, artistic and philosophical 
life.

The October theatrical release gives 
the experiment its real test.

A film conceived around conscious-
ness cannot depend entirely on ex-
planation. Its images, sounds, silences 
and fragments have to create an expe-
rience that viewers can enter on their 
own terms. The theatre becomes es-
pecially important here because the 
film’s ideas will encounter people 
who bring their own memories, be-
liefs and perceptions into the dark-
ened room.

That is where Yaqza becomes inter-
esting beyond its label as an experi-
mental film. It asks what Kashmiri 
cinema can do when it stops treat-
ing Kashmir solely as a place to be 

photographed and begins treat-
ing it as an interior landscape to be 
explored.

The gamble is considerable, so is 
the possibility.

Yaqza comes with a question rather 
than a promise of easy answers. Its 
success as an experiment will rest on 
whether cinema can turn that ques-
tion into an experience the audience 
can feel, interpret and remember af-
ter the screen goes dark.

— The author is a trainee journalist 

at Kashmir Observer.

A Kashmiri film 
can speak from its 
own philosophical 
inheritance 
while addressing 
questions that 
reach beyond 
geography and 
language. The 
film’s inward gaze 
therefore becomes 
a way of thinking 
about Kashmiri 
cinema itself.
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LPG Subsidy: Aadhaar Biometric 
Mandatory From Oct 1

J&K Parking Rules 2026

ULBs Get 6 Months To  
Prepare Area-Specific Plans

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Domestic LPG con-
sumers will have to complete 
biometric Aadhaar authentica-
tion to book refills at the regu-
lated retail selling price with ap-
plicable subsidy from October 
1, the government said on 
Saturday, as it seeks to ensure 
subsidised cooking gas reaches 
only eligible households.

Consumers who have already 
completed the authentication 
will not need to take any fur-
ther action. As of September 19, 
27.43 crore active domestic LPG 
consumers, or 89.9 per cent of 
the total, had completed bio-
metric Aadhaar authentication, 
according to the Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Ministry.

For those yet to complete the 
process, subsidised refill book-
ing will be enabled once au-
thentication is completed, the 
ministry said in a statement.

The government said the 
measure is aimed at preventing 
diversion of subsidised domes-
tic cylinders for commercial and 
industrial use, as well as elimi-
nating duplicate and ineligible 
connections.

Consumers can complete 
the authentication during LPG 
delivery, at their distributor's 

showroom or through the mo-
bile applications of the three 
state-owned oil marketing 
companies - IndianOil ONE for 
Indane, HelloBPCL for Bharatgas 
and HP PAY for HP Gas.

Those unwilling or unable to 
complete biometric authentica-
tion will still be able to receive 
LPG, but at the applicable mar-
ket price without subsidy.

Such consumers will have to 
register their choice through 
the OMCs' digital channels, in-
cluding websites, mobile apps, 
WhatsApp chatbots and IVRS. 
They can receive 5-kg or 10-kg 
cylinders, subject to local avail-
ability, it said.

The government had ini-
tially asked consumers to 
complete biometric Aadhaar 
authentication by June 30, but 

subsequently extended the 
deadline several times to July 
31, August 7, August 15, August 
23, August 31, September 7 and 
finally September 14.

The nationwide authentica-
tion drive has been underway 
since October 2023, with oil 
marketing companies sending 
more than 12 crore SMS and 
WhatsApp messages and con-
ducting outreach through dis-
tributors, delivery personnel, 
special camps, IVRS prompts 
and other channels.

The latest move comes 
against the backdrop of the 
government's substantial fiscal 
support for keeping domestic 
LPG affordable. The implicit 
subsidy for a 14.2-kg cylinder 
was around Rs 210 in September 
2026, compared to Rs 721 in 

June, according to the ministry.
The government paid public-

sector oil marketing companies 
Rs 22,000 crore in compensa-
tion for domestic LPG under-
recoveries in 2022-23 and is 
paying Rs 30,000 crore in each 
of 2025-26 and 2026-27, the 
ministry said.

Despite this support, accu-
mulated under-recoveries on 
domestic LPG at state-owned 
OMCs exceeded Rs 62,000 crore 
as of August 31, 2026.

The authentication require-
ment effectively creates a dis-
tinction between subsidised LPG 
and market-priced LPG from 
October 1. For eligible house-
holds, completing BAA before 
booking the next refill will be 
important to avoid losing access 
to the regulated subsidised price.

For the government and 
OMCs, the stated objective is 
to make subsidy delivery more 
targeted and reduce leakage by 
ensuring each subsidised con-
nection is linked to an Aadhaar-
authenticated consumer.

The government has urged 
the remaining consumers to 
complete authentication before 
October 1 through the available 
online, distributor or delivery-
based channels. The LPG ser-
vices helpline is 1800 2333 555.

Agencies

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government has 
placed Urban Local Bodies un-
der a six-month deadline to 
prepare area-specific Parking 
Area Management Plans under 
the J&K Parking Rules, 2026, 
introducing a wider frame-
work covering designated 
parking, digital fee collection, 
enforcement and technology-
based monitoring across mu-
nicipal areas. The rules were 
notified recently.

The rules require Municipal 
Corporations, Municipal 
Councils and Municipal 
Committees to prepare park-
ing plans in coordination 
with agencies controlling land 
parcels where public park-
ing facilities are located, in-
cluding institutions such as 
hospitals, universities, shop-
ping centres and other major 
establishments.

Parking fees and violation 
charges are to be collected 
through cashless mechanisms. 
The framework also provides 
for enforcement measures 
including wheel-clamping 
for specified violations and 
envisages a Central Parking 
Management System linked to 

digital services.
The rules seek to regulate 

both on-street and off-street 
parking. Among the listed vio-
lations are parking on footpaths 
and cycle tracks, occupying 
more than one parking space, 
parking against the direction of 
traffic and overstaying in desig-
nated parking areas.

The framework also pro-
vides for monitoring through 
Integrated Command and 
Control Centres, with the 
proposed system expected to 
track parking occupancy, pay-
ments, enforcement action 
and related operations.

The rules also make provi-
sion for private landowners 
to operate commercial park-
ing facilities after obtaining 
the required licence from the 
concerned Urban Local Body. 
Such facilities are subject to 
specified conditions, including 
public amenities.

Another provision requires 
parking facilities to provide 

charging infrastructure for 
electric vehicles, with the 
rules specifying a minimum of 
10 per cent of equivalent car 
spaces for charging facilities.

The six-month planning 
deadline makes implementa-
tion the immediate issue. The 
notification establishes the 
framework, but the effective-
ness of the policy will depend 
on whether municipal bodies 
can identify sufficient parking 
land, map existing demand, 
establish digital systems and 
enforce restrictions in dense-
ly built-up areas where road 
space is already limited.

For cities such as Jammu 
and Srinagar, the next measur-
able stage will therefore be the 
publication and implementa-
tion of their respective parking 
management plans, including 
the number and location of 
proposed spaces, fee struc-
tures, enforcement arrange-
ments and timelines for new 
infrastructure. [KNT]

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Govt Working
various government departments and 

organisations.
Referring to the recently concluded BRICS 

Summit, the Prime Minister said India’s effort 
was to ensure that BRICS cooperation did not 
remain limited to governments.

“Our entrepreneurs, our farmers, our wom-
en, our youth - everyone should become an ac-
tive partner in this partnership,” he said.

He highlighted initiatives including BRICS 
CONNECT and the BRICS MSME Cooperation 
Portal aimed at bringing entrepreneurs, farm-
ers, women and youth into such partnerships.

Modi also highlighted India’s startup eco-
system, saying it had expanded beyond major 
cities.

“India is today the world’s third-largest 
startup ecosystem. And India’s startup story 
is no longer just the story of big cities. Today, 
nearly half of recognised startups are in Tier 2 
and Tier 3 cities,” he said.

The Prime Minister also referred to the 
Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana, a 
₹1 lakh crore initiative aimed at bringing two 
crore youth into the formal workforce for the 
first time.

He said the scheme provides incentives of up 
to ₹15,000 to first-time employees while also 
financially incentivising employers who create 
new jobs.

“The government is working on every front 
to increase employment in the country,” Modi 
said.

He also highlighted the National Education 
Policy, Skill India Mission and Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana as key skilling initiatives.

Modi said 1,000 government Industrial 
Training Institutes were being modernised 
under the PM-SETU scheme with an invest-
ment of ₹60,000 crore and participation from 
industry.

“Our endeavour is that the education and 
skills of the youth keep pace with the needs of 
the changing economy,” he said.

He said employment opportunities increase 
when the economy grows, investments rise 
and new industries expand.

The Prime Minister cited a 7.8 per cent eco-
nomic growth rate and a nearly 12 per cent rise 
in investments during the first quarter, while 
also highlighting upgrades to India’s sovereign 
credit ratings amid global uncertainties.

Modi said the country was moving towards 
the goal of building a developed India by 2047 
and underlined the role of young people in 
achieving it.

He urged the newly recruited government 
employees to use their positions to address dif-
ficulties faced by young people while dealing 
with government departments.

“Your effort should be that the difficulties 
you have gone through, other youths should 
not have to go through them,” he said.

Modi said ‘Nagrik devo bhava’ should remain 
the guiding spirit of public service.

As many as 45 job fairs were held across the 
country on Saturday under the Rozgar Mela 
initiative.

The newly recruited candidates will join var-
ious ministries and departments of the Central 
Government, including the Department of 
Revenue, Ministry of Railways, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, Department of Financial Services and 
Ministry of Defence.

According to the Prime Minister’s Office, 
the 20th Rozgar Mela takes the total number 
of youngsters who have received appointment 
letters under the initiative to 12.75 lakh.

Time Has Come
and the pursuit of truth as interconnected.
Sinha also congratulated Dr Vaidehi Taman 

for her book Abhinavagupt: The Voice of Eternal 
Shiva and Akriti Sharma for Raghunath Temple, 
Channi Parat: Hidden Heritage of Sunderbani.

He described the two books as important 
contributions towards connecting Jammu and 

Kashmir’s heritage with India’s wider civilisa-
tional consciousness.

The Lieutenant Governor said the Raghunath 
Temple at Channi Parat, which was begun un-
der Maharaja Gulab Singh and completed un-
der Maharaja Ranbir Singh, represents the re-
gion’s tangible heritage.

“I want the new generation to remember 
that our ancestors built this nation with their 
wisdom, with their questions, with their expe-
riences, and with their continuous search for 
truth,” Sinha said.

He stressed the need to preserve such 
knowledge and pass it on to future generations.

The LG urged universities, schools and cul-
tural institutions to introduce young people to 
thinkers such as Abhinavagupt and encourage 
research into their works.

He also called for greater private and in-
stitutional support for research and publish-
ing related to Jammu and Kashmir’s cultural 
heritage.

Sinha said the welfare scheme for artists and 
writers reflected society’s gratitude towards 
those who preserve traditions through stories, 
songs and other forms of creative expression. 
The scheme was conceived in 2021-22 and for-
malised in August 2024.

He expressed hope that the two books would 
reach readers across the country and that the 
J&K Academy of Art, Culture and Languages 
would continue contributing to the region’s 
cultural life.

“We must place the historical facts in the 
right perspective with confidence. We must 
adopt the same curiosity and the same honest 
scholarship that characterized our ancestors,” 
he said.

The event was attended by Jammu West 
MLA Arvind Gupta, Principal Secretary Culture 
Brij Mohan Sharma, Director Anti-Corruption 
Bureau J&K Shakti Kumar Pathak, Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu Ramesh Kumar, IGP 
Jammu Tejinder Singh, Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu Rakesh Minhas, IGNCA Regional 
Director Shruti Awasthi, JKAACL Secretary 
Harvinder Kour, literary personalities and oth-
er prominent citizens.

'Society Disconnected
sensitivity and sense of direction,” he said.
The Mata Lalleshwari Cultural Cum Heritage 

Centre has been sanctioned under the Capex 
budget with an allocation of Rs 4.5 crore. The 
centre is envisioned as an initiative to preserve 
and promote the legacy of Yogini Lalleshwari.

Sinha said people in today’s fast-paced life 
are facing mental stress, crises of identity and 
challenges of existential loneliness, adding that 
material success alone cannot fill the “empti-
ness within”.

He said the teachings of saints such as Mata 
Lalleshwari, along with the cultural centre 
dedicated to her, would provide spiritual re-
sources for self-discipline, mental peace and 
emotional resilience.

The Lieutenant Governor said Jammu 
Kashmir has historically been a cradle of sag-
es, saints and seekers of truth, and the centre 
would embody India’s civilisational conscious-
ness while serving as a platform for cultural 
harmony, spiritual tourism and academic 
research.

“This project reminds us of our timeless ci-
vilisational consciousness. Today, we stand at 
a significant juncture in our history, where the 
blessings of our ancestors and their timeless 
wisdom are converging with the aspirations for 
a confident, developed and self-reliant Jammu 
Kashmir,” he said.

Sinha said Mata Lalleshwari’s teachings tran-
scended social divisions and embodied ideals 
of tolerance, equality and inner transformation.

He said the centre would serve as a reposito-
ry of her philosophy, enabling scholars, artists 
and seekers to engage with her teachings and 
disseminate them through modern platforms.

According to the LG, the centre will host 
exhibitions, translation initiatives and archi-
val facilities, besides fostering fellowships in 

Kashmir Shaivism.
He said the centre would also empower 

youth through art and creative expression, pro-
mote social harmony and strengthen national 
integration.

Sinha emphasised that cultural and heritage 
centres were a national imperative, saying that 
beyond economic growth, a nation requires ci-
vilisational memory and moral direction.

“The Mata Lalleshwari Centre will recon-
nect society with its roots, provide spiritual 
resources for mental peace, and contribute to 
grassroots economic vitality by attracting seek-
ers, historians and tourists,” he said.

He added that the centre would contribute 
to spiritual tourism and economic revitalisa-
tion by attracting seekers, historians and trav-
ellers from across the world.

Principal Secretary Culture Brij Mohan 
Sharma, Divisional Commissioner Jammu 
Ramesh Kumar, IGP Jammu Tejinder Singh, DIG 
JSK Range Shridhar Patil, Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu Rakesh Minhas, Director Archives, 
Archaeology and Museums K.K. Sidha, Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commissioner Arvind Karwani 
and members of the Mata Bhaderkali Asthapan 
Trust, among others, attended the ceremony.

YP Bourney Appointed
with seventh rank. He was promoted as Sub 

Judge/Civil Judge Senior Division in June 2001 
and as District and Sessions Judge in August 
2011. He was granted Selection Grade in April 
2018 and Super-time Scale in October 2021.

During his judicial career, Bourney served as 
District Mobile Magistrate (Traffic), Udhampur, 
Sub Judge, Jammu, Chief Judicial Magistrate in 
Jammu and Srinagar, Principal District Judge, 
Leh, and Special Judge Anti-Corruption.

As Chief Judicial Magistrate in Jammu and 
Srinagar, he introduced measures for sys-
tematic indexing and numbering of papers in 
charge-sheets and affixation of photographs of 
accused persons, aimed at preventing imper-
sonation and other malpractices.

As Principal District Judge, Leh, he super-
vised the design and construction of the 
Munsiff Court at Nubra and undertook modifi-
cations of the ADR Centre at Leh.

As Special Judge Anti-Corruption, Bourney 
dealt with numerous cases involving corrup-
tion, organised crime and alleged land grab-
bing of private and State land. He was also cho-
sen to conduct the trial of the BOPEE admission 
scam involving admissions to medical colleges. 
The case involved 54 accused and, according to 
his service profile, resulted in the conviction of 
44 accused.

Bourney also served as Member Secretary 
of the State Legal Services Authority for 
five months in 2018, during which budget-
ary allocations were secured from the State 
Government for legal-aid activities.

As Principal District and Sessions Judge, 
Udhampur, he took suo motu cognizance of 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances ly-
ing undisposed in judicial malkhanas for years 
and initiated steps for their disposal in accor-
dance with Central Government notifications.

Bourney also served as Director of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Judicial Academy, where 
he worked on strengthening infrastructure and 
training facilities. He prepared a training mod-
ule for 69 newly selected Civil Judges (Junior 
Division), which was approved by the Governing 
Committee of the Academy and the Chief Justice, 
following which the training programme com-
menced at the Judicial Academy, Srinagar.

Parties Gear Up For
from Thanamandi.
At 5 pm, the NC, Congress, CPI(M) and the 

five Independents supporting the government 
will participate in a joint meeting.

Congress has separately convened a meeting 
of its legislators at 3:30 pm at the party head-
quarters. Congress chief whip Nizamuddin 
Bhat confirmed the meeting.

Meanwhile, the BJP has also called a meet-
ing of its MLAs on Sunday evening to devise its 

strategy for the autumn session.
Leader of Opposition Sunil Kumar Sharma 

will chair the meeting.
“We are holding a meeting of MLAs tomor-

row,” Sharma said, adding that the BJP had held 
meetings across Jammu and Kashmir to gather 
feedback on governance and other issues.

He said the party would raise matters affect-
ing the common people during the session.

“We will seek answers from the Government 
for every promise they made to the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir,” Sharma said.

The autumn session of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly will begin on 
Monday and will have seven sittings spread 
over 10 days.

Gurez Tantra Retreat
from the authorities. He questioned the 

proposed event's suitability in Kashmir and 
referred to the controversy surrounding the 
earlier Goa programme.

The Tourism Department, however, clari-
fied that the proposed retreat has not been 
authorised.

The Assistant Director Tourism, Gulmarg, 
said his office had neither granted permission 
nor issued any authorisation for the event be-
ing promoted through the social media handle 
“Tantra in Silence at Gurez”.

The official said the department had no in-
formation or official communication regarding 
the proposed programme and that no applica-
tion seeking permission had been received or 
processed by the office.

It also clarified that the proposed event had 
neither been approved nor authorised by the 
Assistant Director Tourism, Gulmarg, and that 
the department had no association with the 
organisation or conduct of the event.

The Bandipora district administration also 
distanced itself from the programme, declaring 
the proposed retreat unauthorised.

The district information and public relations 
office said no permission had been granted by 
the District Administration Bandipora and ad-
vised the public and tourists not to rely on or 
circulate unauthorised promotional claims re-
garding the event.

The development effectively puts the adver-
tised programme under an official cloud ahead 
of its proposed September 24 start.

Goa controversy comes into focus
The controversy has also brought back into 

focus a Tantra-themed event associated with 
Swami Dhyan Sumit in Goa in 2025.

The Goa programme, advertised as “Tales of 
Kamasutra and Christmas Celebration”, was 
scheduled for December 25 to 28 last year. Its 
promotional material generated widespread 
objections and complaints, following which 
Goa Police directed the organisers not to pro-
ceed and asked for the promotional material to 
be removed from social media.

Reports at the time said the promotional 
material contained explicit references that 
triggered objections from civil society and reli-
gious groups. The organisers subsequently can-
celled the event. Dhyan Sumit maintained that 
it was intended as a Tantra-based meditation 
retreat and said the promotional material had 
conveyed the wrong message.

The Goa episode has been cited by Mufti and 
Mirwaiz in raising questions about the pro-
posed Gurez programme. The current event's 
promotional material, however, presents it as 
a meditation and spiritual retreat centred on 
themes such as meditation, consciousness, 
sound healing and inner transformation.

Gurez at centre of tourism debate
The proposed retreat has drawn particular 

attention because Gurez, a strategically lo-
cated valley in north Kashmir near the Line of 
Control, has emerged as an increasingly pro-
moted tourism destination.

The controversy has consequently brought 
into focus questions about the nature of activi-
ties being organised or proposed in emerging 
tourist destinations, as well as the requirement 
for appropriate administrative permissions.

For now, both the Tourism Department and 
Bandipora administration have made clear that 
no permission has been granted for the adver-
tised “Tantra in Silence” retreat. The authori-
ties have also advised people against relying on 
promotional claims about the event.

The proposed retreat was scheduled to begin 
on September 24, but the official clarifications 
have raised questions over whether it can pro-
ceed in the advertised form without the neces-
sary permissions.

J&K Likely To
that the prevailing conditions are favourable 

for harvesting apples and paddy, besides carry-
ing out other farm-related activities.

Meanwhile, temperatures remained be-
low normal at most places across Jammu and 
Kashmir during the past 24 hours.

Srinagar recorded a maximum temperature 
of 27.5 degrees Celsius against the normal of 
27.4 degrees, while the minimum temperature 
settled at 10.5 degrees, which was 1.5 degrees 
below normal.

Qazigund recorded a maximum of 26 de-
grees Celsius and a minimum of 8 degrees, 
while Pahalgam recorded 22.5 degrees and 5.2 
degrees, respectively.

Kupwara recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 28 degrees Celsius, while Kokernag and 
Gulmarg recorded 25.2 degrees and 18.2 de-
grees, respectively.

In the Jammu division, Jammu city record-
ed a maximum temperature of 32.2 degrees 
Celsius and a minimum of 20.6 degrees. Katra 
recorded 31 degrees and 18.2 degrees, while 
Banihal recorded 27.8 degrees and 11 degrees, 
respectively.

Bhadarwah recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 27.4 degrees Celsius and a minimum of 
8.4 degrees.

No significant rainfall was recorded across 
most stations during the day. However, 24-
hour rainfall ending at 8:30 am was recorded 
at a few places, including 9.4 mm at Kokernag 
and 1.2 mm each at Qazigund and Batote.

The weather department has advised farm-
ers to make use of the predominantly dry con-
ditions for harvesting and other agricultural 
activities.

Dal Lake Water
researchers.
The study, however, does not establish that 

eating water chestnuts from Dal Lake causes 
illness. Rather, the findings point to the need 
for continued monitoring of contaminants 
in aquatic food products and their potential 
movement through the food chain.

The researchers found that heavy metals ac-
cumulated most strongly in the roots of the 
water chestnut, followed by shoots and fruits, 
indicating that the plant retains much of the 
contamination around its root system.

Iron was the most abundant element de-
tected. Its concentration in roots from Dal Lake 
reached 322.50 mg/kg, while zinc reached 
82.45 mg/kg in roots. Cadmium in Dal Lake 
roots was recorded at 0.42 mg/kg.

The researchers also found substantial dif-
ferences between the lakes. Wular recorded 
the lowest heavy-metal concentrations among 
the four water bodies, while Manasbal also 
showed comparatively lower contamination. 
The authors attributed the differences partly 
to variations in external pollution sources and 
water exchange.

Sediment analysis provided another impor-
tant finding, with Dal Lake showing the highest 
enrichment of heavy metals. The researchers 
reported that several metals, including cad-
mium, chromium, nickel and iron, exceeded 
Canadian sediment-quality guideline thresh-
olds in parts of the sampled sediment.

The study also identified a potentially useful 
environmental role for water chestnut. Because 
the plant efficiently accumulates metals, the 
researchers said it could serve as a biological 
indicator of pollution and potentially have ap-
plications in phytoremediation. (KNO)
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Div Com Sets Fresh Deadlines 
for Srinagar Traffic Projects
SRINAGAR: Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Anshul Garg on 
Saturday chaired a high-level meeting of the Multidisciplinary 
Committee/Regional Transport Authority (RTA) to review the 
progress of various projects and interventions aimed at easing 
traffic congestion in Srinagar city.

The meeting was attended by the Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, 
Commissioner Srinagar Municipal Corporation, SSP Traffic, RTO 
Kashmir, Chief Engineer KPDCL and Executive Engineers of the Roads 
and Buildings Department (R&B), among other senior officers.

During the meeting, the Divisional Commissioner reviewed the 
progress of several key road infrastructure projects, including the 
development of the Natipora-Chanapora road, construction of 
a T-junction at Natipora crossing, and the proposed flyover from 
Shalteng to Parimpora. The meeting also took stock of the con-
struction of a footbridge at Pediatric Hospital, Bemina; the under-
pass at Nowgam; development of a shopping complex at Noor-
bagh; and construction of a road along the Doodhganga riverbank 
connecting Barzulla with Sanat Nagar.

The Div Com further reviewed the status of various Srinagar 
Smart City Limited (SSCL) initiatives, including identification of 
10 additional junctions for installation of Intelligent Traffic Man-
agement System (ITMS) cameras, painting of zebra crossings and 
stop lines, implementation of an IT-based parking system and the 
progress of e-bus charging stations at Zoonimar and Batamaloo.

He also examined the Action Taken Report submitted by R&B, 
SSCL, RTO and Traffic Police on decisions taken during previous 
meetings. Garg fixed fresh timelines for the concerned depart-
ments and called for tangible progress on the identified projects 
within the stipulated deadlines.

He directed SSCL and SSP Traffic to implement stop-line in-
terventions at the identified junctions within 10 days. He also 
asked the Commissioner, SSCL, to hand over the control room to 
the Traffic Police to facilitate enhanced deployment of personnel 
for effective monitoring of the traffic management system.  (Ob-
server News Service)

LoP Sharma Questions Govt’s 
Reference to ‘Lack of Powers’
SRINAGAR: Leader of Opposition (LoP) in Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly, Sunil Sharma on Saturday questioned the govern-
ment’s repeated reference to “lack of powers” while responding 
to basic public grievances, saying issues such as water, electricity, 
roads, school and hospital staffing and employment needed an-
swers from the elected government.

Speaking at a public interaction programme here, LoP Sharma, 
as reported by KNO, said people continued to approach the gov-
ernment with everyday problems but were being told that Jammu 
and Kashmir lacked the necessary powers to address them.

“For every issue, whether small or big, the only answer that comes 
from the government and government machinery is that we have no 
powers,” he said. The senior BJP leader said the elected government 
had completed two years and claimed that people were still facing 
frustration and uncertainty over several unresolved issues.

He questioned the use of statehood as a response to routine 
administrative matters, saying basic works should not be linked 
to the restoration of statehood.

“Where pipes had to be connected, where poles and wires 
were required, where schools needed staff, where hospitals need-
ed doctors and paramedics, where potholes on roads had to be 
filled; for every issue the same answer was received: statehood is 
not there,” he said. (KNO)

Sensitization Programme on 
“Issues Related to Narcotics” Held
SRINAGAR: Under the patronage of Dr. Justice Pushpendra Singh 
Bhati, Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
(Patron-in-Chief, J&K Judicial Academy), and under the guidance 
of the  Chairman and Members of the Governing Committee of the 
J&K Judicial Academy, a One Day Sensitization Programme on “Is-
sues Related to Narcotics” was conducted today at the Jammu & 
Kashmir Judicial Academy, Mominabad, here in collaboration with 
the Narcotics Control Bureau, Srinagar Zonal Unit.

The programme aimed to sensitize judicial officers, prosecu-
tors, investigating officers and other stakeholders on the legal, 
investigative and evidentiary issues arising under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 (NDPS Act).

The Keynote Address was delivered by Justice Rajnesh Oswal, 
Judge, High Court of J&K and Ladakh and Chairman, Governing Com-
mittee, J&K Judicial Academy. He emphasized that the stringent 
provisions of the NDPS Act require strict adherence to statutory safe-
guards and highlighted the importance of lawful search and seizure, 
reliable evidence, proper chain of custody and fair investigation.

Referring to Sections 42, 50, 52A, 67 and 37 of the Act, Justice 
Rajnesh Oswal stressed the need for proper documentation, cor-
roborative and digital evidence, and truthful investigation. (Ob-
server News Service)

Three Detained 
After 658 Gold-
Like Biscuits 
Recovered in 
Qazigund
Observer News Service
SRINAGAR: Police on Friday re-
covered 658 gold-like biscuits/

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

HOME DEPARTMENT
CIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K

NOTIFICATION 
Srinagar, the 15th of September, 2026

S.O. 242- In exercise of the powers conferred under Section 473 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 
2023 read with S.O 2506 (E) of 2024 dated 28th of June 2024 issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 
India, the Lieutenant Governor is pleased to order that the remaining term of imprisonment of the life convict prisoner, 
namely Amarjeet Singh @ Kaka S/o Ranbir Singh R/o Village Mangnar Tehsil Haveli District Poonch, J&K, convicted for 
the offence under section 302, 452 of the Ranbir Penal Code, 4/25 of the Arms Act, arising out of FIR No. 90/2010 of 
P/S Poonch having completed more than 15 years of imprisonment as on 30.06.2026 (excluding remission), shall be 
remitted with effect from the date of issuance of this notification, subject to the following conditions:
a) That he will maintain peace, good character and behaviour in the society at all times.
b) That he will not indulge into any unlawful activity which is prejudicial to the maintenance of the public order or 

security of State.
c) That he will not intimidate any member/relative of the victim's family in any manner whatsoever.
d) That he will ensure his presence before the concerned Police Station once in six months.
e) That he will furnish both a surety bond and a personal bond to the satisfaction of the concerned Superintendent 

of Jail before his release.
f) The Police Station concerned will keep watch on the activities of the released prisoner.
In case of violation of any of the above condition(s), his premature release shall be liable for cancellation.

By Order of the Lieutenant Governor.
 Sd/-
No. HOME-Jail/117/2025-10-HOME (7679322) (Chandraker Bharti) IAS 
Dated: 15.09.2026 Principal Secretary to the Government

DIPK-5910-26
DT: 19/09/2026

Kashmir Filmmaker Challenges Government’s ‘First’ Claim
The founder of the Kashmir World Film Festival says filmmakers still turn to him for information, exposing what he 
calls the government event’s weak engagement with the local film community.

Kashmir Journalists Explore South 
India’s Industry, Heritage and Innovation

Kashmiri Film ‘The Sledge’ Selected for 
International Competition at German Film Festival

RBI Pushes Digital Lending, 
Cyber Security Measures in J&K

Ansar Hussain

SRINAGAR: The calls began two 
months ago and keep coming.

Filmmakers from India and 
abroad phone Mushtaaque 
Ali Ahmad Khan to ask when 
submissions close for the film 
festival the Jammu and Kash-
mir government organized this 
month, and they assume he di-
rects it.

Khan, founder-director of the 
Kashmir World Film Festival 
(KWFF), says the callers found 
him because officials on the fes-
tival’s team stayed out of touch.

The government projected 
its event as the first interna-
tional film festival of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Khan disputes 
that billing in a statement dated 
September 18.

Khan says he conceived and 
ran the valley’s first interna-
tional festival of that magnitude 
in 2017, before any government 
department envisioned such an 
initiative and when Kashmir 
had zero functioning cinema 
halls.

During 2017 and 2018, when 
reopening the halls seemed a 
distant dream, he says he was 
the only person who publicly 
stood for cinema.

That first festival grew into 
KWFF, which has held five edi-
tions in Srinagar. Films have 

come from the United States, 
Italy, Spain, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Poland, Tur-
key, Korea, Nepal, Tajikistan, 
Tunisia, Bangladesh and other 
countries. Indian entries have 
come in Bengali, Malayalam, 
Bhojpuri, Punjabi, Marathi, Gu-
jarati, Assamese, Hindi, Urdu, 
Dogri, Ladakhi, Kashmiri and 
English.

The festival has hosted Tabu, 
Raza Murad, Rajit Kapur, Mad-
hur Bhandarkar, Rahul Mittra, 
Anjum Rajabali, Jayati Bhatia, 
Rahul Bhat, Shishir Sharma, 
Lalit Parimoo, Satish Kaul, 
Komal Nahata and Premendra 
Majumdar.

Khan says he is in touch with 
Gulzar, Hema Malini, Aamir 
Khan, Subhash Ghai, Bhag-

yashree, Manoj Bajpayee, Raj 
Babbar, Saurabh Shukla, Sayaji 
Shinde, Sanjay Suri, Mukesh 
Rishi, Rahul Rawail and Deepti 
Naval about future editions.

The festival also runs interac-
tions with Bollywood directors 
and actors, filmmaking work-
shops and masterclasses for lo-
cal talent, and it has drawn more 
than 500 pieces of coverage in 
national and international print, 
electronic and digital media.

Khan organized one edition 
of the J&K International Film 
Festival in Pune in June 2022, 
served on the international jury 
at the Nepal Cultural Interna-
tional Film Festival in Kath-
mandu in 2024, and was invited 
as a special delegate to festivals 
in Thiruvananthapuram, Srig-

anganagar, Delhi and Mumbai.
Khan says he spent nearly 

two years submitting detailed 
proposals to the government 
seeking modest support to 
strengthen the festival, a fact of 
public record.

Officials chose to spend sub-
stantial taxpayer money on a 
parallel festival, he says, rather 
than support an established, 
globally respected platform.

By his account, the new event 
lacked institutional memory, 
prior experience and meaning-
ful engagement with the local 
film community.

He calls the effort “an exer-
cise in proving a point rather 
than promoting culture.”

His argument comes down to 
whether public money backs the 
people who built Kashmir’s film 
culture or those who came later.

A true international festival, 
Khan says, has a two-fold pur-
pose: to show the world to J&K 
and J&K to the world, with local 
filmmakers at its center.

“The government’s festival 
failed that standard,” he says, 
“through inadequate planning, 
poor coordination and the vis-
ible exclusion of local artistic 
talent.”

Khan wants the elected Chief 
Minister to strengthen the 
hands of local filmmakers and 
festival directors with reason-

able financial support.
The filmmakers of Kashmir, 

he says, want to build a vibrant 
atmosphere for the industry. 
Professionals should run film 
festivals, he says, and bureau-
crats should leave that work to 
them.

Khan describes himself as 
a “crusader” for the revival of 
Kashmir’s film industry and 
says his resolve remains firm. 
He plans to take the festival to 
greater credibility, inclusivity 
and global recognition, and he 
counts the involvement of youth 
as its biggest achievement.

To Khan, KWFF is a move-
ment, an endeavour to place 
Kashmir firmly on the global 
cultural map, built on vision, 
passion, sacrifice and inclusivity.

Those values, he says, set the 
festival apart from hurried, su-
perficial exercises. He calls it a 
true symbol of Kashmir’s artis-
tic spirit.

Khan reads the calls as proof 
of the credibility and recall val-
ue the festival has earned.

Whatever the government’s 
festival builds from here, the 
callers have already pointed to 
where they expect to find Kash-
mir’s film culture.

It lives in a festival that began 
in 2017 and in a founder who 
says he will keep standing for 
cinema.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Kashmiri 
feature film The Sledge, 
written and directed by 
National Award-winning 
filmmaker Raja Shabir 
Mohd Khan, has been se-
lected for the Internation-
al Competition of the 31st 
SCHLiNGEL International 
Film Festival for Children 
and Young Audiences in 
Chemnitz, Germany.

The festival is scheduled 
to be held from October 2 
to 10, with The Sledge set 
to have its world premiere 
at the prestigious interna-
tional festival.

The 75-minute Kash-
miri-language film is set 
against the snow-covered 
landscapes of Kashmir 
and revolves around three 
children who accidentally 
break their father’s sledge. 
Fearing punishment, they 
decide to earn money to 
repair it by selling kahwa 
to tourists in Gulmarg.

Their plan takes an un-
expected turn when they 
discover a tourist’s bag 
containing money and 
chocolates. The children 
are then confronted with a 
difficult choice—whether 
to use the money to solve 
their problem or return it 
to its rightful owner.

Through the children’s 
dilemma, the film ex-
plores themes of honesty, 
temptation, responsibility 
and moral choice.

The film stars Haziq 
Mohammad Khan, Eashel 
Khan and Raima Khan in 
the lead roles. Raja Shabir 
Khan has produced and 
directed the film, while 
Ramayasa Khan serves as 
executive producer.

“It is a great honour 
for The Sledge to have its 
world premiere in the In-
ternational Competition 
at SCHLiNGEL,” Raja Shabir 
Khan said. “The film is 
deeply rooted in Kashmir, 

its landscape and its peo-
ple, but the emotions and 
choices faced by the chil-
dren are universal.”

The selection gives a 
Kashmiri-language chil-
dren’s feature an opportu-
nity to reach international 
audiences and film profes-
sionals. It will also mark 
the international festival 
debut of its young cast.

The Sledge will be 
screened in Kashmiri with 
English subtitles. 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- From IIT Ma-
dras and the Port of Chen-
nai to Mahabalipuram and 
Auroville, a 13-member 
media delegation from 
Jammu and Kashmir re-
turned home on Saturday 
after a five-day exposure 
tour that offered journal-
ists a firsthand look at 
South India’s development, 
innovation, heritage and 
tourism landscape.

The delegation com-
prised of editors, corre-
spondents, reporters, and 
photojournalists repre-
senting prominent Sri-
nagar-based publications.

The tour was organ-
ised by the Press Informa-
tion Bureau (PIB) and was 
aimed at fostering inter-re-
gional understanding and 
developmental exposure.

During their visit, the 
delegation held interac-
tions with the Union Minis-
ter of State for Information 
and Broadcasting, Dr. L. 
Murugan, and the Lieuten-
ant Governor of Puduch-
erry, K. Kailashnathan. The 
journalists also met senior 
officers from various me-
dia units of the Ministry of 
Information & Broadcast-
ing, exchanging perspec-
tives on the evolving media 
landscape, regional cover-
age, and national develop-
mental narratives.

The itinerary provided 

in-depth exposure to major 
scientific, technological, and 
infrastructural hubs in Chen-
nai, including visits to IIT Ma-
dras, Integral Coach Factory 
(ICF) and Port of Chennai.

To understand the com-
posite culture and heritage 
of Tamil Nadu and Pu-
ducherry, the team toured 
iconic cultural and spiri-
tual landmarks such as the 
UNESCO World Heritage 
site at Mahabalipuram, the 
historic Wallajah Mosque, 
the living-history museum 
Dakshina Chitra, the Auro-
ville experimental town-
ship, and the Old Light-
house in Puducherry.

The journalists also ex-
amined regional tourism 
and environmental infra-

structure during visits to 
Marina Beach, the backwa-
ters, and the Blue Flag-cer-
tified Kovalam Beach. Offi-
cials detailed the measures 
implemented by the Tamil 
Nadu Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (TTDC) 
to maintain stringent 
standards in coastal water 
quality, visitor safety, sus-
tainable tourism, and zero-
waste management.

The participating jour-
nalists noted that the expo-
sure tour offered valuable 
firsthand experience of 
southern India’s industrial 
capabilities, ecological gov-
ernance, and rich civiliza-
tional fabric, reinforcing 
cross-regional dialogue and 
developmental reportage. 

CQAI, VIT-AP Sign MoU to Advance 
Quantum Technology Collaboration

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), Jammu, 
on Saturday organised a 
one-day conference on fi-
nancial sector initiatives 
and cyber security aware-
ness at Hotel Taj Dal View 
here, bringing together 
senior officials of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir admin-
istration, banking sector 
and financial institutions 
to discuss strengthening 
credit delivery and tackling 
emerging cyber threats.

The conference was at-
tended by Chief Secretary 
Atal Dulloo as the chief 
guest and RBI Deputy Gov-
ernor Rohit Jain as the spe-
cial guest, in the presence 
of RBI Jammu Regional Di-
rector Prabhakar Jha.

Senior officials, including 
Principal Secretary Home 
Chandraker Bharti, ADGP 

CID M.K. Sinha, administra-
tive secretaries, J&K Bank 
MD and CEO Amitava Chat-
terjee, heads of banks oper-
ating in J&K and representa-
tives of NABARD, NPCI, RBI 
Innovation Hub and RXIL, 
also participated.

In his keynote address, 
Dulloo said the administra-
tion had prioritised sectors 
including tourism, agricul-
ture and allied activities, 
hydropower and MSMEs, 
stressing the need to chan-
nel greater institutional 
credit towards these areas.

He highlighted RBI ini-
tiatives such as the Unified 
Lending Interface (ULI), 
saying it could transform 
credit delivery in a manner 
comparable to UPI's impact 
on retail payments. He also 
said the Trade Receivables 
Discounting System (TReDS) 
could help address liquidity 
constraints faced by MSMEs.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chinar Quan-
tum AI (CQAI) and VIT-AP 
University have signed 
a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU), for-
malising an institutional 
partnership aimed at 
strengthening collabora-
tion in quantum technolo-
gy, advanced computation, 
research and emerging 
technologies.

The MoU was signed 
during the VIT-AP Indus-
try Conclave 2026, held on 
September 18–19 at VIT-
AP University, Amaravati, 
marking a new phase in 
CQAI’s engagement with 
India’s growing technology 
and academic ecosystem.

Representing CQAI at 
the conclave, its CEO and 
Chief Scientist, Dr Rukh-
san Ul Haq, presented the 
organisation’s perspective 
on the evolving landscape 
of quantum computing, 
advanced technologies, 
research and industry ap-
plications.

The engagement, which 
began as a connection be-
tween Kashmir and Ama-
ravati, has now progressed 

into a formal institutional 
relationship between the 
two organisations.

The partnership comes at 
a time when India is expand-
ing its capabilities in quan-
tum technologies under the 
broader framework of the 
National Quantum Mission, 
while Amaravati is emerg-
ing as a significant hub for 
technology, research, aca-
demia and industry.

The collaboration brings 
together CQAI, a technol-
ogy organisation rooted in 
Kashmir, and VIT-AP Uni-
versity, an academic insti-
tution located within the 
emerging Amaravati tech-
nology ecosystem.

The MoU provides a 
framework for continued 
engagement and explora-
tion of opportunities in areas 
including knowledge ex-
change, research, technolog-
ical capabilities and indus-
try-oriented applications.

For CQAI, the partner-
ship also represents an op-
portunity to connect tech-
nological and scientific 
capabilities emerging from 
Kashmir with institutions 
and ecosystems across the 
country.
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

Trump Renews USD 100,000 Fee on H-1B Visas, Tightens Scrutiny
Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON- US President 
Donald Trump has extended by 
a year the USD 100,000 fee on 
employers for bringing in for-
eign workers on H-1B visas, the 
White House said.

In a presidential proclamation 
issued on Friday, Trump said the 
2025 decision to impose a USD 
100,000 fee has led to a 92 per 
cent decrease in H-1B registra-
tions by large IT outsourcing 
firms.

“An extension of the 2025 
Proclamation will continue to 
protect the economic and na-
tional security interests of the 
United States, improve labour 
market access for American 
workers and graduates, and 
ensure that employers recruit 
only the most highly-skilled and 

essential alien workers when 
needed in line with the original 
intent of the program,” Trump 
said.

Indians remain the single 
largest beneficiary group of the 
US H-1B visa program.

The 2025 decision to levy the 
USD 100,000 fee has run into a 
legal challenge and the matter 
is before two different federal 
courts.

The 2025 order for a fee 
hike was set to expire this 
month. It did not apply to vi-
sas granted to foreign citizens 
already in the United States 
on student visas, who make 
up a large share of new H-1B 
recipients, or to renewals of 
current visas.

The order also sets a 30-day 
deadline for the Secretary of La-
bour, acting through the Wage 

and Hour Division, to begin re-
viewing data from previously 
submitted labour condition ap-
plications.

The review will determine 
whether further action against 
sponsoring employers is war-
ranted.

The President also issued a 
separate proclamation, tighten-
ing the scrutiny of H1-B visa ap-
plications through better inter-
agency cooperation.

“The Order enhances pro-
gram integrity in the H-1B visa 
program by improving inter-
agency coordination and direct-
ing enhanced scrutiny of H-1B 
visa applications where there 
is a heightened risk that Ameri-
can workers would be laid off,” 
a fact sheet issued by the White 
House said.

The Order directs the Sec-

retary of State, the Secretary 
of Labour, and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to con-
sider petitioner employers’ 
recent or planned layoffs of 
similarly situated US workers 
when considering H-1B visa 
applications.

The H-1B nonimmigrant visa 
program was created to iden-
tify uniquely skilled and highly 
specialised foreign temporary 
workers to strategically supple-
ment the United States economy, 
the US President said in the ex-
ecutive order.

“Instead, the program has 
been widely abused by cer-
tain employers, third-party 
placement groups, and out-
sourcing firms to undercut 
and displace the supply of 
skilled United States labour,” 
Trump said.

No Doubts About Circumstances 
Surrounding My Father's Death, 
Thackeray Should Clarify: Pankaja
Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Maharashtra minister 
Pankaja Munde on Saturday said 
she had no doubts regarding the 
circumstances surrounding the 
death of her father, BJP stalwart 
Gopinath Munde, and Shiv Sena 
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray 
should provide clarity if he had 
any additional information.

The BJP leader was reacting 
to remarks made by Thackeray 
earlier this week.

Referring to the contributions 
of Pramod Mahajan and Gopi-
nath Munde in building the BJP 
in Maharashtra, he had noted 
that both were not alive and 
"the mystery surrounding Gopi-
nath Munde's death has not yet 
been unravelled."

Pankaja Munde said her fa-
ther's death in a road accident in 
Delhi in 2014 was still a source 
of great pain for her.

"If Uddhav ji has said that 
he feels there is a mystery sur-
rounding this and if he has some 
additional information about it, 
then he should clarify it. Cer-
tainly, nobody will remain silent 
on this," she said.

She had sought a CBI inqui-
ry into her father's death and 
asked Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to personally look into the 
matter, Pankaja said.

"After a complete inquiry was 
conducted, I do not think, even 
after 12 years, that I have any 
doubts in my mind," she added.

Her father was respected by 
Prime Minister Modi, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah and 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, 
she further said, and expressed 
confidence that appropriate ac-
tion would be taken if any addi-
tional information emerged.

Srinagar Open Tennis 
Championship Set for Oct 
2–4 at Gindun
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The sixth edition of the Srinagar Open 
Tennis Championship 2026 will be held at the Gind-
un Sports Complex, Rajbagh, from October 2 to 4, 
the District Lawn Tennis Association (DLTA) said on 
Friday.

The championship, organised by the DLTA, an af-
filiate of the Jammu and Kashmir Lawn Tennis As-
sociation, is expected to attract around 50 players 
across the open and age-group categories.

The Srinagar Open has emerged as a regular fix-
ture on the Jammu and Kashmir tennis calendar 
since its inaugural edition in 2020.

“Tennis in Kashmir has come a long way since the 
inaugural event in 2020. We look forward to some 
great tennis as new players have joined us in this 
journey over the past six years,” Organising Secre-
tary Abdul Wahab said.

Wahab said interested players can contact him or 
any office-bearer of the DLTA for details at Gindun 
Sports Complex between 4 pm and 6 pm.

The last date for submitting entries is September 27, 
while the draw of lots will be held on September 30.

The singles events in all categories will be played 
on a knockout basis, while the doubles competition 
will follow a league format, with players divided into 
two groups before the semifinals and final.

Inayat Jehangir is the defending singles champion 
and also holds the doubles title with partner Dilbagh 
Singh.

Mohammad Qais won the Under-16 boys’ title last 
year, while Zainab Zaman emerged champion in the 
Under-10 girls’ category. 

After Trump Ban, MS NOW & CNN 
Denied Access To White House
AP 

NEW YORK: Two major news net-
works were denied access to the 
White House on Saturday morn-
ing, with reporters from CNN and 
MS NOW both going live to report 
they'd been barred following a 
ban imposed by President Donald 
Trump.

The actions escalated Trump's 
long-running efforts to restrict news 
coverage by journalists he finds ob-
jectionable, and are the latest test of 
First Amendment protections in the 
United States. Trump said Friday he 
would ban both organisations and 
also Politico, because of their cover-
age -- which he called “fake news.”

CNN issued a statement saying 
it stood behind its reporters. “We 
will not be deflected from our duty 
to hold the government and other 
public bodies to account,” it said. The 
statement was shown on the air be-
fore senior White House reporter Bet-
sy Klein began to report on her ban.

MS NOW also said in a statement 
that it stands behind its journalists.

“The White House belongs to the 
American people and the decisions 
made inside are funded by our tax 
dollars,” the network said in a state-

ment Saturday. “MS NOW intends to 
take any and all steps necessary to 
defend our First Amendment rights 
and the essential role of indepen-
dent journalism in our democracy.”

CNN and MS NOW correspondents 
are turned away

Both CNN White House reporter 
Betsy Klein and MS NOW reporter 
Akayla Gardner went on the air to 
report they'd been banned from en-
tering the White House.

Network correspondents are usu-
ally present on the weekends when 
the president is in Washington or 
at nearby Camp David. Trump is at 
the presidential retreat in Maryland 
this weekend. Politico journalists 
typically are not at the White House 
on Saturdays.

Gardner was turned away and 
her entry badge confiscated, she 
said. She noted she had walked 
through two gates successfully, but 
once she got to where her badge 
needed to be scanned, an officer 
told her it was disabled and asked 
her to hand it over. He said the deci-
sion “was above him," she reported. 
An MS NOW producer was able to 
get in, but a photographer's badge 
was also disabled, Gardner said.

Klein, senior White House re-
porter at CNN, also said her badge 
had been deactivated.

CNN media analyst Brian Stelter 
called the move “a direct threat to 
press freedom in the United States.”

“It's so much bigger than CNN,” 
Stelter said. “This is a free speech 
test in America.”

Trump calls these and other 
outlets fake news'

The president wrote on his social 
media site Friday that effective im-
mediately, “I am banning” CNN, MS 
NOW and Politico “from the White 
House as a result of their constant 
reporting: FAKE NEWS!” Minutes 
later, speaking at an event in the 
Oval Office, Trump was asked to ex-
plain his statement.

“Because they're fake news,” he 
said. “You get so tired of reading and 
seeing fake news. When you look at 
CNN, it's just fake. That's why their 
ratings are no good. When you look 
at MS NOW …, it's fake news.”

“And when you look at Politico ... 
the stories they wrote are fake. So 
there's a lot of news, and there may 
be others to join them, and maybe 
they can get better,” he said. “But our 
country has to have honest news.”


