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28 Yrs On, SIA 
Reopens Wandhama 
Massacre Probe

J&K Digitises 70 
Lakh Land Parcels
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
has accelerated the digitisation 
and updation of nearly 70 lakh 
land parcels as part of efforts to 
modernise revenue administra-
tion and create a verified land 
database for integration with 
the Centre's AgriStack frame-
work, officials said.

The exercise, being carried 
out by the Revenue Department 
in collaboration with BISAG-N 
under the Digital India Land 
Records Modernisation 
Programme (DILRMP), has so far 
resulted in more than 13 lakh 
rectifications following discrep-
ancies detected during verifica-
tion and grievances raised by 
the public.

More than 2,500 revenue 
field functionaries have been 
given role-based access for data 
entry, verification and approval, 
officials said. | More on P6

Farooq’s Resignation Call: Ruhullah 

Says Will Respond Soon

Kishtwar Minor’s Rape, Death

NCST Seeks Report From 

J&K Officials

India-China  
Talks Focus On 
LAC Peace
Press Trust Of India

Beijing: India and China on 
Tuesday discussed ways to 
maintain peace and stabil-
ity along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) and to move 
toward progress on delimi-
tation of the frontier, while 
sustaining ongoing work 
on trans-boundary cooper-
ation, as National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval held ex-
tensive talks with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Held under the frame-
work of the Special 
Representatives | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: In a move to un-
mask the perpetrators of 1998 
Wandhama massacre, the State 
Investigation Agency (SIA) of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police has 
reopened the investigation into 
the heart-wrenching killings, 
where 23 Kashmiri Pandits, in-
cluding toddlers, were gunned 
down in Ganderbal district, of-
ficials said on Tuesday.

The reopening of the case 
comes as part of an effort by 
the security agencies to re-
launch probes into unresolved 
terror incidents involving the 
targeted killings of the minor-
ity Kashmiri Pandit community 
and to heal decades-old scars.

The horrors of January 25, 
1998 night, the eve of Republic 
Day, continue to haunt the col-
lective memory of the region 
when a group of terrorists, 
disguised in Army uniforms, 
descended upon Wandhama 
village in central Kashmir and 
entered into four households 

belonging to Kashmiri Pandits 
for having a cup of tea.

The terrorists engaged with 
the unsuspecting residents 
in conversation, coaxing four 
Pandit families, who had cou-
rageously chosen not to migrate 
during the exodus of the early 
1990s, to assemble together.

Moments after a crackle on 
a walkie-talkie announced that 
the village was surrounded, the 
gunmen opened fire. Within 
minutes, 23 people from the 
community were mercilessly 
killed, which included nine 
women and four children, two 
of them toddlers.

Among the fallen was a one-
year-old toddler whose body 
was riddled with 18 bullet 
wounds. In a desperate act of 
motherly love, a mother had 
tried to shield her infant in her 
lap, only for both to be fallen to 
terror bullets.

The night's solitary survivor, 
young Vinod, alias Ashoo, lived 
to tell the harrowing tale after 
sneaking to the | More on P6

A Night of Faith, A Morning of Milad

Thousands gather at Hazratbal for prayers and durood-o-azkar 

as Kashmir marks Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi today

Prez, LG,  
CM Extend 
Milad Greetings

President Droupadi 
Murmu, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj 

Sinha, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir 
Anshul Garg, Mirwaiz-
e-Kashmir Dr Moulvi 
Mohammad Umar Farooq 
and other leaders and of-
ficials extended greetings 
to people on the occasion.
President | More on P6

Ensure 
Heightened 
Vigilance: DGP
Observer News Service

Jammu and Kashmir 
Director General of 
Police Nalin Prabhat on 

Monday chaired a high-level 
security review meeting 
at Police Control Room 
Kashmir to assess prepared-
ness for Eid Milad-un-Nabi, 
Raksha Bandhan and other 
forthcoming events across 
the Union Territory.
The meeting | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As darkness settled 
over Srinagar on Tuesday, the 

road to Hazratbal began filling 
with people carrying prayer 
mats, reciting durood and 
naats, and | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar Member of 
Parliament Aga Syed Ruhullah 
Mehdi on Tuesday said he would 
respond in the coming days 
to party president Dr Farooq 
Abdullah's call for his resigna-
tion from the Lok Sabha, while 
maintaining that he holds the 
veteran leader in high regard.

Talking to reporters, Ruhullah 
said he respected Farooq 
Abdullah and indicated that he 
would not ignore a request from 
the senior NC leader.

“It is not possible that he asks 
me for something and I don't 
give it to him. It is not possible 

that I send him back empty-
handed,” Ruhullah said.

His remarks came a day af-
ter Farooq Abdullah challenged 
him to resign as a Lok Sabha 
member and seek a fresh man-
date from the people.

Farooq had said that if 
Ruhullah believed | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar:  The National 
Commission for Scheduled 
Tribes (NCST) on Tuesday took 
cognisance of the alleged rape 
and subsequent death of a mi-
nor girl in Kishtwar district and 
sought a response from senior 
Jammu and Kashmir officials 
within five days.

The action followed a com-
plaint by the Tribal Gujjar 
Bakkarwal Welfare Foundation 
(TGBWF), which sought 

invocation of the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 
monitoring of the investigation 
and compensation for the vic-
tim's family.

The 15-year-old Gujjar girl 
from the Chatroo area was al-
legedly sexually assaulted by 
her teacher over a period of 
months, resulting in preg-
nancy. She died on August 20 
during an alleged attempt to 
terminate the pregnancy.

Acting on | More on P6

Under Hazratbal’s ornate arches, Kashmir finds a night of prayer, 
remembrance and devotion. KO Photo by Abid Bhat.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My name and D.O.B has been wrongly mentioned on  as Ali Mohammad Butt s/o 
Ghulam Mohi ud din Butt and D.O.B 22_10.1976  instead of correct name is 
Ali Mohammad Bhat s/o Ghulam Mohi u din Bhat and D.O.B 23_11_1969.
.Now I want to apply for its correction .If anybody has any objection he/she may 
contact concerned authorties within seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice .No objection shall be entertained thereafter.

FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Musadiq Nazir, S/o Nazir Ahmad Wani, R/o Watamagram, 
District Budgam, hereby declare that I am the registered 
owner of Maruti Suzuki Alto 800, bearing Registration No. 
JK05J-0638, registered with ARTO Budgam.
The above vehicle is registered in my name. This notice is being 
published for information and record purposes. Any person 
having any objection in this regard may raise the same with the 
concerned authority within the prescribed period.
Sd/-
Musadiq Nazir
S/o Nazir Ahmad Wani	 x
R/o Watamagram, Budgam

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mother's Name on birth certificate of my ward namely Sarwat Zehra born on 
06-12-2017 has been wrongly written as Munaza While  her correct mother's name 
is Munaza Mushtaq. Now I have applied for the correction of the same if annybody 
has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in the  concerned office 
within seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.  
Irshad Hussain Bhat 
F/o Sarwat Zehra 	 fko
R/o Alamdarpora Magam

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly written in my adhaar card bearing no: 2737 5276 8214 
as Jan Mohammad while my correct name as per  Domcile Certificate is John 
Mohammad Hajam . Now I have applied for the correction of the same if anybody 
has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in the concernned adhaar 
centre Jammmu/ Srinagar within seven days. After that no objection shall be 
entertained. 
John Mohammad Hajam 
S/O Ghulam Hassan Hajam 	 FKO
R/O B Atapora Kanihama

PUBLIC NOTICE
The electricity connection with consumer ID: 0204050003278 
registered in the name of Ab Gani Akhoon is to be transferred 
in favour of Nazir Ahmad Akhoon S/O Abdul Gani Akhoon R/O 
Wanihama Hazratbal Kashmir University Srinagar
Objections if any must reach concerned authorities within a 
week at the most.
Nazir Ahmad Akhoon 
S/O Abdul Gani Akhoon 
R/O Wanihama Hazratbal Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Jawad Bashir Mir, S/o Bashir-ud-Din Ahmad Mir, R/o Old 
Chanapora, near Ahlihadees Masjid, Lone Mohallah, hereby 
inform the general public that I have lost the following 
documents on 22-05-2026:
1. Passport bearing No. S7424868
2. 10th Class Marks Card bearing Roll No. 818223 and 
Registration No. N10302350003
3. 12th Class Marks Card bearing Roll No. 803227 and 
Registration No. N10302350003
4. B.Tech Marks Cards (all 8 semesters) bearing Roll No. 
14205135032 and Registration No. 2965-SME-2014
I intend to apply for duplicate copies of the above-mentioned 
documents from the concerned authorities. Any person having 
any objection to the issuance of duplicate documents may 
submit the same before the concerned authority within the 
prescribed period.
	 bko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mudasir Hussan, F/o: Mohammad Izhan Bhat R/o: Dangerpora Malla 
Bagh, Hazratbal, Srinagar, do hereby certify that I am applying for the 
correction of the parentage name in the school records of my Son, who is 
studying in Green Valley Educational Institute Ellahi Bagh .

Incorrect Father’s name:  Mudasir Hussain Bhat
Correct Father’s name: Mudasir Hussan 

Incorrect  Mother’s name:  Yasmeena
Correct Mothers name: Yasmeena Mudasir

If anybody having any objection to the said correction, he/she may 
contact the office of the Principal  Green Valley Educational Institute  
Ellahi Bagh, Srinagar within 7 days of this notice. After that no objection 
will be entertained.

Mudasir Hussan 
F/o  Mohammad Izhan Bhat

R/o Dangerpora Malla Bagh, Hazratbal,Srinagar
Media line advt

I, Mohd. Shafi Khan, S/o Ghulam Mohammad Khan, R/o Azad Colony, 90 
Feet Road, Soura, Srinagar – 190011, do hereby inform the general public 
that my business/establishment, previously opera�ng under the name 
“KHAN KITCHEN WEAR”, is now being changed to “KHAN ENTERPRISES”.
I maintain a bank account with Jammu & Kashmir Bank, bearing Account No. 
0204010100002856, under the name “KHAN KITCHEN WEAR”. I now intend 
to change the name of the said bank account and all related banking records 
from “KHAN KITCHEN WEAR” to “KHAN ENTERPRISES”.The change is only in 
t h e  b u s i n e s s / t ra d e  n a m e ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  c h a n g e  i n  t h e 
ownership/proprietor of the business.
If any person has any objec�on to the above change, he/she may approach 
the concerned bank branch or the relevant authority within 7 (seven) days 
from the date of publica�on of this no�ce. A�er the expiry of the said 
period, no objec�on shall be entertained and the change shall be deemed 
final.

Mohd Shafi Khan
S/o Ghulam Mohammad Khan

R/o Azad Colony, 90 Feet Road, Soura, Srinagar – 190011 m
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Office Of The Naib Tehsildar Kreeri

Sub: Application of Gh Mohd Mir S/o Sonaullah Mir R/o HAIL 
KREERI  for issuance of  Income Dependent certificate.

NOTICE
Regarding the subject cited above ,in this context.  a detailed 
report sought from the concerned patwari halqa which reveals 
tha the family consists of 04  members and the annual income 
of the applicant family from all sources  is Rs 70000
moreover family structure of the applicant is as under

S. NO NAME OF DEPEN-
DENT

RELATION  WITH  
DECEASED

AGE OCCUPA-
TION

1 Gh Mohd Mir Self 55 Labour
2 Sarwa Begum Wife 56 H/W
3 Javid Ahamd Son 25 Student
4 Jameela Bano Daughter 22 h/w

It is further submitted that  Gh Mohd Mir S/o Sonawallah Mir    
is labour by profession   and is sloe earning member of the said 
family  the applicant needs income dependent certificate in 
favour of  his Son  Javid Ahmad Mir for  Labour Deptt
 The applicant has applied for issuance of income dependent 
certificate . As such  the instant mater is published through 
newspaper . If any one is having any kind of objection may ap-
proach this office within 7 days (Seven Days of the publication 
of this notice after passing of stipulated time of 7 days(Seven 
Days), no objections will be entertained.
fko 	 Naib Tehsildar

        Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION ANANTNAG
NIT 71  OF R&B/Anantnag/2026-27 /E-TENDERING/6171-80, DATED 24-08-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

Page 1 of 2 
 

S. 
No 

 
Name of Work 

Estimated Cost 
(Rs in Lacs) 

Cost of 
T/Doc.(i
n Rs) 

Earnest 
Money 
(In Rs) 

Time of 
Completion Major Head of 

Account 
Class of 

Contractor 

1. 

Upkeep maintenance of Road 
from Shaheed Humayun 
Muzammil Memorial Govt 
Degree College to AshajiPora 
Anantnag. 

15.00 Lacs 
Contract Price exclusive of 
GST: 12.71 + (18% GST 

Amount 2.29) 
600 30000/- 60 Days 

District Capex 
Budget  

2026-27  
(R&B UT Sector) 

BEE, CEE, 
DEE Class & 

MSME’s Only 

2. 

Construction of Crate bund for 
Protection of road and 
Households near Jamia Masjid 
including Ghat at Kateriteng 
Block Bijbehara Phase-II 

59.31 Lacs 
Contract Price exclusive of 
GST: 50.26 + (18% GST 

Amount 9.05) 
1600 118620/- 02 Working 

Seasons 

Road Sector 
Capex Budget 

2026-27 

AAY Class 
Only 

3. 
Upgradation of Guree interior 
roads including Kanderpora. 

34.67 Lacs 
Contract Price exclusive of 
GST: 29.38 + (18% GST 

Amount 5.29) 
1100 69340/- 02 Working 

Seasons 

Road Sector 
Capex Budget 

2026-27 

AAY & BEE 
Class Only 

            
  Project Authority    : 1. District Development Commissioner Ananatnag. 
      2. Superintending Engineer PWD(R&B) Circle Anantnag. 
  Position of AAA      :  1. Accorded vide Order No. 379 -DDCA of 2026, Dated 06.08.2026.  
                                       2. Accorded vide Order No. 23 & 30 of SE/R&B/Ang/AAA 2026-27, Dated  
                                            06.08.2026 & 13.08.2026 respectively. 
                                                The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms-and 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental websitewww.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: 
 

S. 
No. 

Particulars Dated 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice  24-08-2026  

 
2 

 
Period of Downloading of bidder documents 

From 25-08-2026 (10:00 AM) 

To 01-09-2026 (04:00 PM) 

3 Bid submission Start Date From 25-08-2026 (10:00 AM) 

4 Bid Submission End Date To     01-09-2026 (04:00 PM) 

 
5 

 
Date and time of opening of bid(online) 

 02-09-2026 (10:30 AM) 

In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division 
Anantnag. 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

1.	 Bids must be accompanied with a Receipt of cost of Tender document/Tender Fee deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account bearing No. 
0470010200000099 (Division Name, NIT No. and Item No/ Name of Work to be mentioned in the Remarks of the Receipt (The Date of transaction should be between the 
date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and Receipt of  EMD (2% of advertised Cost), also deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account bearing 
No. 0470010200000099 (Division Name, NIT No. and Item No/ Name of Work to be mentioned in the Remarks of the Receipt.  (The Date of receipt of EMD and Tender Fee 
should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date). The same EMD/Tender Fee receipt should not be used in more than one Tender/Bid.
2.	 All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost). Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the 
bidder as No-responsive.
Note:a. MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of Tender Document Cost or Rs500/-whichever is lower.
  b. MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of the amount of EMD/ Bid Security or Rs 5000/- whichever is lower
3.	 The Bid security amount of the successful Bidder shall, upon completion of the bidding process be transferred from single Centralized Designated Pooling 
Bank Account to Performance  Security Deposit Head on Authorization from HoD during the currency of contract agreement including defect liability period. In addition, 
the differential amount of performance security shall be furnished by the Bidder in cash to the designated Authority. Failure to produce differential amount of Performance 
Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.
4.	 The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released after receiving Performance 
security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released 60 Days after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.
5.	 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message 
on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag
6.	 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bid
7.	 Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
a.	 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.in 
to acquaint bid submission process. 
b.	 To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital 
certificate from any approved vendors. 
c.	 The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in physical form. 
d.	 Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
e.	 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. 
f.	 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents including tender document fee in terms of soft copies with technical bid. 
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
8.	 The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
9.	 Scanned copy of cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag (The Date of 
Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) 
Division Anantnag must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and other relevant bid documents shall 
be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract.
10.	 Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
11.	 Price escalation and taxes: The %age quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees, shall be deemed to include price escalation upto completion of the work. 
Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery. 
12.	 Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required. 
13.	 All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.
									                         (Er. Mohammad Waseem)
DIPK-4996/26									                   Executive Engineer,
dated: 25-08-2026								                            R&B Division Anantnag

Government of UT of Jammu & Kashmir
STATE ALLIED AND HEALTHCARE COUNCIL, J&K
Constituted vide Govt. Order No. 777-JK (HME) of 2024 Dated: 19.11.2024
email:- sahcjandk@gmail.com; sahc-jandk@jk.gov.in
Website: https://www.sahcjk.gov.in/

DIPK-4975/26   dated: 25-08-2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the Number Plate of my Scooty TVS Jupiter  while 
travelling in Nowgam Srinagar. Now I have applied for the 
duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard 
he/she may file them in the concerned Police Station/ARTO 
within seven days.. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Imtiyaz Ahmad WanI 
S/o Mohammed Amin Wani 	 fko
R/o Lasjan Srinagar

Press Trust Of India

Amid a spike in monsoon-
related illnesses, doctors 
have said people should 
avoid self-medication 

with antibiotics as fever does not 
automatically mean a bacterial 
infection and that indiscriminate 
use of the drugs can contribute to 
antimicrobial resistance.
Physicians stressed that fever is a 
symptom rather than a diagnosis 
and could be caused by viral 
infections, dengue, malaria, typhoid 
and several other conditions.
Treatment should be guided by 
the clinical assessment, duration 
of illness, associated symptoms 
and appropriate diagnostic 
investigations, wherever indicated.
"Patients frequently come to us 
after taking multiple medicines, 
including antibiotics, simply 
because they have developed fever. 
Fever by itself is not an indication 
for an antibiotic. The first step is 
to determine what is causing the 
fever " Dr Sujeet K Choudhary, 
Chief Medical Officer, Internal 
Medicine, Sitaram Bhartia Institute 
of Science and Research, said.
Antibiotics are designed to treat 
bacterial infections and have no 
effect against viral illnesses, he 
said
Taking them unnecessarily can 
cause avoidable side effects and, 
more importantly, contribute 
to the emergence and spread of 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), 
”making infections harder to treat 
in the future.
Dr Neeraj Nischal, Professor in the 
Department of Medicine at AIIMS, 
Delhi, said symptoms of several 
monsoon-related illnesses can 
overlap, making it important for 
people to avoid self-diagnosis and 

self-medication.
"Fever, body ache, headache, 
weakness and gastrointestinal 
symptoms can occur in a number 
of infections. Management should 
be guided by the patient's clinical 
condition and, where required, 
appropriate investigations," Dr 
Nischal said.
He also cautioned people against 
using leftover antibiotics from 
previous prescriptions or taking 
antibiotics prescribed for someone 
else.
"Antibiotics should not be started, 
stopped or modified without 
medical advice. People should 
not change the dose, duration 
or frequency on their own. If 
symptoms persist, fail to improve 
or worsen, the patient should be 
reassessed rather than simply 
adding another antibiotic ," Dr 
Nischal said.
Dr Mayank Uppal, senior 
consultant, Internal Medicine at 
Sitaram Bhartia Institute of Science 
and Research said antimicrobial 
resistance was increasingly 
making treatment of infections 

more challenging.
"Antibiotic resistance is not 
a future threat; it is already 
affecting clinical practice. When 
antibiotics are used unnecessarily 
or incorrectly, they exert pressure 
that allows resistant organisms to 
survive and spread," Dr Uppal said.
He, however, stressed that the 
answer was not to avoid antibiotics 
when they are genuinely required.
"Antibiotics remain lifesaving 
medicines. The objective is not to 
reduce their use indiscriminately 
but to ensure that the right patient 
receives the appropriate drug, dose 
and duration based on the clinical 
situation," Dr Uppal said.
The Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) guidelines on 
antimicrobial use emphasise 
appropriate antibiotic selection 
and caution against indiscriminate 
empirical treatment, particularly 
when a bacterial infection has not 
been established.
Doctors said patients with 
persistent or worsening fever, 
breathing difficulty, altered 
consciousness, severe dehydration, 

persistent vomiting, bleeding or 
marked weakness should seek 
prompt medical evaluation.
People with underlying illnesses, 
older adults, young children 
and those with compromised 
immunity may also require earlier 
assessment, Dr Asuri Krishna, 
professor in the department of 
Surgery at AIIMS, Delhi said.
Another concern was the tendency 
among patients to judge the 
severity of an infection solely 
by the intensity or duration of 
fever and seek antibiotics when 
symptoms did not improve 
immediately, he highlighted.
"Fever for a few days does not 
necessarily mean that a stronger 
antibiotic is required. In many viral 
infections, supportive treatment 
and adequate hydration are the 
mainstay, while persistent or 
worsening symptoms need a fresh 
clinical assessment to identify 
whether the diagnosis needs to be 
revisited," Dr Krishna said.
Dr Choudhary also cautioned 
against making treatment 
decisions based solely on rapid 
diagnostic tests or information 
obtained online.
"Diagnostic tests have to be 
interpreted in the context of 
the patient's symptoms and 
examination. A test result in 
isolation should not become a 
reason to start or stop an antibiotic. 
What is important is a proper 
clinical assessment followed by 
appropriate investigations when 
indicated," he said.
Avoid taking antibiotics without 
medical advice, and consult a 
qualified healthcare professional 
when fever is persistent, severe, 
recurrent, or accompanied 
by concerning symptoms, Dr 
Choudhary said.

Monsoon Fevers: Doctors Warn 
Against Antibiotic Misuse
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CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4: 30

ZUHR	 12:33

ASR	 5: 14
Magrib	 7: 09                      
ISHA	 8: 33

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

12  Rabi-Ul-Awwal

1448

Observer News Service

Srinagar, Aug 25: PARAS 
Health Srinagar will remain 
open on August 28, with spe-
cialist doctors across a wide 
range of medical and surgical 
disciplines available for consul-
tations and treatment, the hos-
pital said on Tuesday.

The hospital said the initia-
tive is aimed at ensuring unin-
terrupted access to specialist 
healthcare for patients requiring 
medical advice, follow-up consul-
tations, diagnostic evaluations 
and further treatment planning.

Consultants will be avail-
able in Nephrology, Urology, 
Pulmonology, Gastroenterol-
ogy, Surgical Oncology, Or-
thopaedics, Internal Medicine, 
Gynaecology, Paediatrics, 
Radiology, Psychiatry, Endo-
crinology, Cardiovascular and 
Thoracic Surgery, and Cardiol-
ogy, among other departments.

Patients will be able to 
seek consultations for a range 

of health concerns, including 
kidney and urinary disorders, 
respiratory ailments, gastroin-
testinal and liver-related con-
ditions, cancer-related surgical 
care, bone and joint problems, 
women's and children's health, 
mental health, hormonal disor-
ders and cardiac conditions.

PARAS Health Srinagar 
said it remains committed 
to providing patient-centred, 
compassionate and advanced 
healthcare services to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir.

The availability of special-
ists across multiple depart-
ments reflects the hospital's 
efforts to strengthen access to 
comprehensive multi-special-
ity healthcare under one roof, 
it said.

Patients and attendants 
have been advised to register in 
advance to avail consultations 
and services on August 28.

For registrations and ap-
pointments, patients can con-
tact 910327368 or 910327250.

PARAS Health Srinagar to 
Remain Open on August 28
Specialist doctors across multiple medical 
and surgical departments to be available

•	 1071 -  Battle of Manzikert: Seljuq Turks led by sultan 
Alp Arslan beat and capture Byzantine Emperor 
Romanos IV Diogenes

•	 1278- Battle of Marchfeld: Rudolf of Habsburg 
defeats Ottokar II

•	 1303- Delhi Sultan Alauddin Khilji captures 
Chittorgarh, capital of the Guhila Kingdom

•	 1957  - USSR announces successful test of 
intercontinental ballistic missile

•	 InventionMorris Mini-Minor
•	 1959  - British Motor Corporation introduced the 

Morris Mini-Minor, 
•	 1974  - Guinee-Bissau becomes independent of 

Portugal
•	 1974  - Soyuz 15 carries 2 cosmonauts to space 

station Salyut 3
•	 1978  - Soyuz 31 carries 2 cosmonauts (1 East 

German) to Salyut 6
•	 1981  - Space Shuttle vehicle moves to Launch 

Complex 39A for STS-2 mission
•	 1981 Voyager 2 takes photos of Saturn's moon Titan
•	 1982 -  NASA launches Telesat-F
•	 1996  - US President Bill Clinton signs welfare reform 

into law, representing major shift in welfare policy

POSSESSION NOTICE
Notice under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI ACT, 2002 read with

Rule 8 (1) of the Security (Enforcement) Interest Rules, 2002
Whereas the Authorized Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited under the 
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 
Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers under Section 13(2) of the 
said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued 
Demand Notice dated 11.05.2026 thereby calling upon the Borrowers namely 1) 
Shakeel ahmad Bhat S/O  Nazir Ahmad Bhat R/o Rawath Pora Bagaat Barzula  
Srinagar, Proprietor of M/s Munawar Traders ( A/c No. 0278020100000300) 
(Borrower/Mortgagor) and guarantors namely 2) Mr. Mehraju din Wani S/o Mohd 
Shaban Wani R/o Rawath Pora Bagaat Barzula Srinagar.190005 (Guarantor) 
and 3) Mr. Mr. Mohammad Latief Wani S/o Mohammad Shaban Wani R/o 
Rawath Pora Bagaat Barzula Srinagar 190005 (Guarantor)
to repay an amount of Rs.9,87,498.20 (Rupees Nine Lacs  Eighty Seven  Thousand  
Four hundred Ninety Eight & Paise  Twenty  only)  being the balance outstanding 
as on 30.04.02026 in the account of the borrower, within 60 days from the date of the 
said notice together with the future interest and other charges thereon. 

The said borrowers having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given 
to the said borrowers in particular and the public in general that the undersigned 
being authorized officer of the J&K Bank Ltd. has taken possession of the mortgage 
property described herein below, in exercise of the powers conferred on me under 
Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules, on 24.08.2026.

The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned against 
dealing with the said property in any manner whatsoever and any dealings with the 
said property will be subject to the charge of the J&K Bank Limited for the amount 
in aggregating to Rs.9,96,243.20 (Rupees Nine Lacs Ninety Six Thousand Two 
Hundred Forty Three & Paise Twenty  only) together with future interest thereon 
from 01.08.2026 and other charges incurred or to be incurred.

The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 
of the Act, in respect of the time available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Residential house with land underneath measuring 04 Marlas under Khasra 
No. 321 min, Khata No. 140, Khewat No 13 situated at Estate Bagaat 
Barzula, Tehsil  Srtinagar (south) & Distt. Srinagar standing in the name 
of Shakeel Ahmad Bhat S/O Nazir Ahmad Bhat R/o Rawath Pora Bagaat 
Barzula  Srinagar.

Sd/ Authorized Officer      

DPHQ Udhampur
No: - CB/Look Out Notice/2026/ 57077-86	 Dated: - 24.08.2026

LOOK OUT NOTICE

As requested by Dy.SP Hqrs. Udhampur that on 21.08.2026, applicant namely Sukh Dai W/O Naresh Kumar R/O 
Sarsoo P/O Dhandal, Tehsil Ramnagar District Udhampur lodged a missing report at P/S Udhampur to the effect 
that her son namely Gurdeep Singh, age 33 years is missing since 10/12 days. The applicant has conducted his 
search, but he has not been traced out. Accordingly, a missing report has been entered by P/S Udhampur vide 
DDR No. 23 dated 21.08.2026 and search started. The Photograph with descriptive roll of missing person is as 
under

It is therefore requested that a sharp lookout may please be maintained and if traced out or any clue leading to 
the whereabouts of said missing person is received an information may kindly be shared on the below mentioned 
Telephone Nos./Fax/e-mail address for further course of action.
Email: sspoudh@ jkpolice.gov.in
Fax: 01992-270027
Phone: 01992-2270210
PCR Udhampur: 01992-276915
P/S Udhampur: 01992-270725
DIPK-5002/26 	 dated: 25-08-2026	 SSP Udhampur.
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Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Tuesday said the re-
sponsibility of shaping the future 
of Jammu and Kashmir’s children 
cannot be placed on teachers alone, 
stressing that the government, par-
ents and educators must work collec-
tively to prepare the younger genera-
tion for a rapidly changing world.

Addressing a one-day Educa-
tion Conference organised by the 
J&K Teachers Forum at the Sher-i-
Kashmir International Convention 
Centre (SKICC), the Chief Minister 
said teachers play a pivotal role in 
shaping young minds, but placing the 
entire burden of educational trans-
formation on them would be unfair 
and would add to the pressures of an 
already demanding profession.

The conference, themed “Child 
is Our Priority”, brought together 
educators, researchers, policymak-
ers and teachers to deliberate on 
key challenges confronting the 
education sector, issues faced by 
teachers and students, and the way 
forward.

Reflecting on the changing 
nature of the teaching profession, 
Omar said the challenges faced by 

teachers today were vastly differ-
ent from those encountered a de-
cade or two ago.

He said children were grow-
ing up in an environment shaped 
by smartphones, social media, 
multiple television platforms and, 
increasingly, artificial intelligence.

While students must be en-
couraged to ask questions, he said, 
they should also learn to listen and 
engage meaningfully with the an-
swers they receive.

The Chief Minister recalled 
former President Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam’s emphasis on the role of 
parents and teachers in shaping the 
minds of children and building a 
better society.

“Today, when we put more re-
sponsibility on you, I also realise 
that it is not as easy to be a teacher 
today as it was 10 to 20 years ago,” 
he said.

Omar noted that teachers now 
have to compete with multiple dis-
tractions for the attention of stu-
dents, while the growing use of ar-
tificial intelligence has created new 
challenges, including determining 
whether a student's assignment is 
their own work or assisted by AI.

He also acknowledged that the 

government often adds to the work-
load of teachers by involving them 
in activities beyond classroom 
teaching, including cultural pro-
grammes, commemorative events, 
awareness campaigns, election du-
ties and other official assignments.

Assuring the teaching com-
munity of government support, 
the Chief Minister said genuine 
service-related and professional 
concerns, including transfers, De-
partmental Promotion Committees 
(DPCs), vacancies and other issues, 
would be addressed.

“If you have problems with 
transfers, if you have problems with 
DPCs, if you have problems with va-
cancies, if you have problems with 
other things, then we have to solve 
those problems,” he said.

He assured teachers that he 
and Education Minister Sakina 
Itoo would work together to resolve 
their concerns.

Omar also highlighted the dif-
ficult conditions in which many 
teachers serve, particularly in re-
mote and rural areas, and called for 
greater recognition of those work-
ing in challenging circumstances 
without influence or access to peo-
ple in positions of power.

CM Omar Backs Teachers, Promises 
to Address Key Concerns
CM addresses one-day Education Conference organized by J&K Teachers Forum at SKICC

Aabroo Hussain

Srinagar: Three dog-bite inci-
dents reported in Zari Mohalla, 
Lal Bazar, within just 24 hours 
have triggered alarm among resi-
dents, with an additional dog-bite 
case reported in the locality a 
couple of weeks ago.

Amid growing concern over 
repeated attacks, the officials 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) on Tuesday visited Zari 
Mohalla and took away one stray 
dog from the area.

The latest and most serious in-
cident involved retired Superinten-
dent of Police Mohammad Amin

Bulbul, who was attacked 
by a stray dog and sustained 

significant injuries. His pinky 
finger was reportedly severed 
during the attack and taken 
away by the dog, while he also 
suffered injuries to his legs 
and arm. He may require sur-
gical intervention, subject to 
medical assessment.

The string of incidents has 
heightened fear among residents, 
particularly children, elderly 
people and pedestrians who regu-
larly move through the locality.

Residents have welcomed the 
immediate intervention by the 
SMC but have urged the civic au-
thorities to undertake sustained 
measures to prevent further at-
tacks and address the stray- dog 
situation in the area.

Dog Bite Cases Trigger 
Alarm in Zari Mohalla
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Srinagar: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare 
and Education Sakeena 
Itoo on Tuesday reviewed 
the overall health sector 
scenario and availability 
of healthcare facilities in 
Chanapora constituency, 
stressing the need to 
strengthen public health 
infrastructure and ensure 
accessible, responsive and 
quality medical services.

The review meeting was 
attended by MLA Chanapora 
Mushtaq Guroo, Principal 
Government Medical College 
Srinagar and other senior of-
ficers of the Health and Medi-
cal Education Department.

During the meeting, 
the Minister took a detailed 
stock of the functioning of 
health institutions in the 
constituency, including 
the availability of doctors, 
paramedical staff and other 
manpower, essential medi-

cines, diagnostic facilities, 
infrastructure, equipment 
and patient-care services.

She directed the con-
cerned officers to undertake 
a comprehensive assess-
ment of the requirements of 
healthcare institutions and 
identify areas requiring im-
mediate intervention.

Itoo stressed that 
healthcare delivery must 
remain centred on the 
needs of patients, particu-
larly those belonging to eco-
nomically weaker and vul-
nerable sections of society.

She called for ensur-
ing uninterrupted avail-
ability of essential medi-
cines and consumables, 
besides strengthening 
diagnostic and emergency 
services. The Minister 
also emphasised the opti-
mum utilisation and time-
ly maintenance of medical 
equipment so that patients 
do not have to travel out-
side the constituency for 
basic healthcare needs.

Sakeena Itoo Reviews 
Health Sector Scenario 
in Chanapora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq has extended 
heartfelt greetings to Mus-
lims on the blessed occa-
sion of Eid Milad-un-Nabi 
(PBUH) saying that the 
birth and advent of Proph-
et Muhammad (PBUH)  
brought an enduring mes-
sage of mercy, guidance 
and hope to humanity.

Mirwaiz said that the 
true significance of Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi(PBUH) 
lies in understanding and 
practically following the 
Seerah and exemplary 
character of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 
in our individual and col-
lective lives.

He said that many of 
the moral and social chal-
lenges confronting society 
can be addressed by return-
ing to the teachings of the 
Prophet (PBUH)  and mak-
ing them a guiding prin-
ciple in every sphere of life.

Mirwaiz urged Imams, 
Ulema, Khateebs, teachers 
and parents to play an ac-
tive role in spreading the 
message of the Seerah, 
particularly among the 
younger generation, and 
called upon mosques, 
khanqahs, imambaras and 
educational institutions to 
contribute towards build-
ing a compassionate, re-
sponsible and morally up-
right society.

Mirwaiz Greets Muslims on 
Eid Milad-un-Nabi(PBUH)
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Kashmir’s Milad 
Tradition

E
id Milad-un-Nabi is one of the rare occasions when Kashmir 
gathers around a shared memory with such force that faith be-
comes part of the valley’s public life. 

The occasion marks the birth of Prophet Muhammad, 
PBUH, observed on the 12th of Rabi al-Awwal, and in Kashmir it has 
grown into something larger than a religious date. 

It is devotion, inherited culture, family memory and community 
life meeting in the same place.

Hazratbal gives that connection its most powerful expression. 
The shimmering shrine houses the Moi-e-Muqaddas, the relic be-

lieved to be associated with the Prophet, and its public display draws 
thousands of worshippers. 

Historical accounts trace the relic’s arrival in India to 1635, while 
Kashmiri accounts place it in the valley by the end of the 17th century. 
Hazratbal subsequently became its permanent home and one of Kash-
mir’s most important spiritual centres.

The scale of Milad at Hazratbal says something about Kashmir itself. 
Worshippers spend the night in prayer, reciting the Quran, sending du-

rood and listening to sermons on the Prophet’s life. Men, women and chil-
dren gather for the relic’s deedar. Similar prayers take place at mosques, 
khanqahs and shrines throughout the valley, including Jenab Sahib Soura, 
Khanqah-e-Moula, Peer Dastgeer Sahib and Makhdoom Sahib.

The tradition also reaches beyond the shrine. Srinagar’s streets 
have historically been decorated with banners and flags, while people 
have distributed kand sharbat, a traditional Kashmiri drink. Markets 
have joined the celebration, with shopkeepers decorating their prem-
ises and extending special offers. 

Such details show how Milad has entered Kashmiri social life rath-
er than remaining confined to places of worship.

Its history also carries a deeper lesson. The Moi-e-Muqaddas has 
occupied a special place in Kashmiri consciousness for generations. 
When the relic disappeared from Hazratbal in December 1963, the 
episode triggered widespread protests and became a major social and 
political crisis. Its recovery days later showed how profoundly the 
relic was woven into the emotional life of the valley.

Milad therefore asks Kashmiris to look beyond spectacle. The 
Prophet’s life is invoked as a guide to compassion, honesty, justice, hu-
mility and service. Those values gain meaning when they enter homes, 
businesses, neighbourhoods and relationships.

Kashmir has changed profoundly over generations, but Mi-
lad remains one of the occasions that connects grandparents with 
children, shrines with streets, private faith with public fellow-
ship. Its greatest significance lies there: a community pauses to-
gether, remembers together and asks itself what kind of life its 
faith should produce.

That is why Eid Milad-un-Nabi remains deeply Kashmiri. It is a day 
of remembrance, certainly. It is also a test of whether remembrance can 
become conduct.
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ammu and Kashmir sits on one of 
the richest hydropower reserves 
in India: an estimated 18,000 
megawatts of gross potential, 

with 14,867 megawatts formally identi-
fied for development. 

Only 3,540.15 megawatts have actu-
ally been commissioned. That leaves 
76.19 percent of the identified poten-
tial untouched, a gap large enough to 
explain most of what ails the region’s 
power economy.

This is the number that should an-
chor the whole debate about Kashmir’s 
finances. Politicians routinely dis-
cuss subsidies, tariff hikes and central 
grants, but those arguments skip past 
the underlying problem: the region has 
built out barely a quarter of the hydro-
power it already knows it can generate.

Ownership compounds the short-
fall. Of the 3,540.15 megawatts already 
commissioned, only 1,197.4 megawatts 
sit in the Union Territory’s own sector. 
The central sector controls 2,250 mega-
watts, and private players hold another 
92.74 megawatts. 

So even the power generated inside 
Kashmir borders doesn’t automatically 
translate into revenue or savings for the 
people who live here.

Winter makes the problem worse, 
as demand for electricity climbs sharply 
during the cold months, precisely when 
run-of-river projects, which depend on 
flowing water rather than stored reser-
voirs, produce the least. 

The system then buys expensive 
power from outside the region at the mo-
ment consumers need relief most. 

It’s a mismatch built into the ge-
ography, and it punishes households 
twice: once through higher bills, and 
again through the subsidy strain it puts 
on public finances.

Distribution losses add a third di-
mension of damage. KPDCL’s own en-
ergy audit put Aggregate Technical and 
Commercial losses at 33.65 percent for 
2024-25. That’s an improvement from 
40.65 percent the year before, but it still 
means a third of the electricity flowing 
through the grid disappears before it 
reaches a paying customer. 

Layer that loss on top of a system 
already straining to buy costly winter 
power, and the financial picture turns 
bleak fast.

The tariff numbers confirm it. 
The FY 2025-26 order approved an Ag-
gregate Revenue Requirement of Rs 
7,959.02 crore for JPDCL and KPDCL 

combined, against expected revenue of 
Rs 6,471.29 crore from the existing tar-
iff structure. That leaves an approved 
gap of Rs 1,487.73 crore, money that 
has to come from somewhere, usually 
the public purse.

None of this happens because Delhi 
has withheld support. The 2026-27 bud-
get framework set aside roughly Rs 
43,290 crore for Jammu and Kashmir, 
including Rs 42,650 crore in central as-
sistance, plus separate funding for di-
saster response and the Jhelum-Tawi 
Flood Recovery Project. 

The power sector alone received 
close to Rs 5,620 crore under the Re-
vamped Distribution Sector Scheme 
for distribution strengthening. Capital 
expenditure for power climbed from one 
budget cycle to the next too: Rs 2,021.37 
crore in 2025-26, up Rs 762.80 crore from 
the revised 2024-25 figure, followed by 
Rs 1,718 crore for Power Development in 
2026-27 and another Rs 1,431 crore in un-
tied funds earmarked partly for hydro-
electric works. 

The broader capital canvas is big-
ger still: total capital expenditure of Rs 
32,607 crore in 2025-26, and a proposed 
outlay of Rs 25,236 crore for 2026-27.

The money is there, but what’s 
missing is a strategy sharp enough to 
turn that money into commissioned 
megawatts fast enough to change the 
underlying economics.

Compare Kashmir with Himachal 
Pradesh, a neighbouring mountain state 
with a similar river endowment. 

Himachal has identified 24,587 
megawatts of hydropower potential and 
harnessed 10,948 megawatts of it, mean-
ing it has developed 44.53 percent of 
what it owns. 

That’s 20.72 percentage points high-
er than Kashmir’s 23.81 percent, rough-
ly 1.87 times Kashmir’s conversion on 
the same kind of natural asset. 

Himachal now meets about 88 per-
cent of its own electricity needs from hy-
dropower, built through a mix of state, 
central, joint and private sector projects 
working together rather than in isolation.

Himachal built that record through 
a development model that treated own-
ership, transmission planning and long-
term asset structuring as parts of one sys-
tem instead of separate bureaucratic silos. 

Kashmir can learn that lesson with-
out copying it wholesale.

The fixes are specific enough to 
act on. Kashmir needs to speed up the 
roughly 7,000 megawatts of hydropower 

proposed for the next decade, backed by 
an estimated Rs 59,294 crore in invest-
ment, and stop letting viable projects 
stall in the pipeline. 

Capital funds should flow first to-
ward equity participation in strategic 
projects, transmission evacuation, 
loss reduction, metering upgrades and 
winter-balancing infrastructure, the 
categories that produce lasting savings 
instead of one-time relief. 

Subsidy design should shift toward 
a lifeline model that protects low-in-
come households on a defined block of 
cheap power while pushing heavier con-
sumption toward pricing that reflects 
real cost.

Institutional reform counts just as 
much as construction. 

Kashmir needs to capture more 
value from the hydropower generated 
inside its own territory through equity, 
royalty, free-power entitlements and 
clear asset-transfer terms once project 
concessions expire. 

The public also needs to see the 
numbers. A yearly disclosure, project 
by project, covering generation, own-
ership shares, free-power receipts, pur-
chase costs, losses and subsidy spending 
would turn an opaque sector into an ac-
countable one.

The public argument here is simple 
once the numbers are laid out. 

Hydropower left undeveloped saves 
nobody money. It lies as potential on a 
government spreadsheet while fami-
lies pay winter bills built on expensive 
imported power and a grid that loses a 
third of what it moves. 

Convert even half of the remaining 
76.19 percent into commissioned capac-
ity, tighten losses toward Himachal’s 
benchmark, and redirect the subsidy 
machinery toward the households that 
actually need it, and the region’s financ-
es start to look fundamentally different.

Kashmir isn’t short on rivers, bud-
get support or policy documents laying 
out what to do next. It only lacks the fol-
low-through that turns identified mega-
watts into commissioned ones, and com-
missioned megawatts into lower bills. 

Until that changes, the region 
will keep paying dearly for water it 
already owns.

—
The author is a Srinagar-based 

financial educator, and can be reached 
at drm757@gmail.com.

Why Kashmir 
Still Buys Power

Billions in central assistance keep flowing north, but 
three-quarters of the region’s rivers remain untapped, 

and the bill for that failure lands on families.

Farooq Ahmad Khan 

I 
served under three chief ministers of Jammu and Kash-
mir across a career spanning more than three decades, 
and I have spent years trying to name what those post-
ings had in common. 
It was trust, handed to me at moments when I had done 

little to earn it, and the responsibility that trust forced on me 
afterward.

My first encounter came in 1980, when I was twenty-four 
and had just become Company Secretary of the Jammu and 
Kashmir State Forest Corporation. Truck drivers went on 
strike, afraid that the conversion of a government lumbering 
undertaking into a corporation would cost them their pen-
sions. 

Senior officers available that morning hesitated to face 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah in place of our absent manag-
ing director, so the assignment fell to me. 

Sheikh Sahib asked why the drivers were striking. I ex-
plained that private timber lessees, angry at losing their busi-
ness to the new corporation, had likely stirred the unrest. 

He listened, weighed my account against what the driv-
ers themselves had told him earlier that morning, then 
picked up an intercom and instructed his finance minister to 
send the men back to work. 

Bureaucratic hierarchy played almost no part in that 
decision. Judgment did, exercised between two men holding 

wildly different amounts of power in a single room.
Seventeen years later, as managing director of the Gul-

marg Gondola project, I understood what that type of trust 
demands once it settles on an officer’s shoulders. 

The corporation had to finish the cable car before the 
first National Winter Games opened on March 1, 1998. Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah visited the site twice as the deadline closed in, 
once landing by helicopter at Kongdoori to see the progress 
with his own eyes. 

After one visit, he raised both hands toward Mecca and 
prayed for my family and me. Small as that gesture sounds 
today, it captured something larger about how governance 
worked in Kashmir then: a chief minister staked his political 
standing on an individual officer’s word, and the officer knew 
precisely what that meant.

The stakes turned explicit once the Gondola opened and 
rumours about its safety began spreading, some of it stirred, 
I believe, by pony operators anxious about losing customers 
to the cable car. 

Dr. Farooq Abdullah convened a high-level meeting at 
the Civil Secretariat and asked me directly to answer for the 
project’s safety. I told the room that I would take personal re-
sponsibility for anything that went wrong. He said he trusted 
my word completely and closed the meeting there. 

One officer’s assurance, backed by a chief minister’s 
confidence in him, settled a public controversy without a 
commissioned audit, an external review, or any institutional 
hedge built into the decision.

Modern administrative theory would flag this as a gover-
nance weakness: accountability resting on personal trust in-
stead of process, judgment exercised without a paper trail, risk 
absorbed by a single individual instead of distributed through-
out an institution. 

My own experience argues the opposite. 
The trust placed in me did not lighten my obligations. It 

multiplied the scrutiny I applied to myself, because I alone 
would answer if a single cable car failed. 

Systems built entirely around process can let responsi-
bility dissolve among committees and sign-offs until nobody 
stands the ground beneath a decision. 

Kashmir administration worked, in the years I served it, 
because somebody always stood that ground.

My years as deputy commissioner of Doda, under 
Omar Abdullah, taught me the same lesson from a more 
openly political angle. 

Political parties in Doda agreed on almost nothing else 
in 2011, but delegation after delegation told the chief minister 
the same thing: keep this officer where he is. 

Omar Abdullah later told fellow officials that Doda stood 
out, because most districts asked him to remove their deputy 
commissioner while Doda asked him to retain one. 

I valued that observation because it came from ordinary 
conversations with citizens rather than a confidential file, 
and it said something about what communities actually want 
from an administrator: presence over turnover, familiarity 
over rotation, competence proven over time rather than as-
sumed from a posting order.

That trust carried a personal cost I had not expected. 

When my younger brother, Syed Khan, died in a road ac-
cident in 2012, I asked Omar Abdullah for a transfer back to 
Kashmir so I could stay near our grieving parents. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad called me soon afterward and per-
suaded me to withdraw the request and finish another year 
in Doda. 

I agreed and stayed. 
That decision belongs at the center of what I am arguing 

here: public officers in Kashmir were expected to subordinate 
personal grief to institutional continuity, and most of us ac-
cepted that expectation without much complaint.

None of what I have described argues for weaker over-
sight or looser institutions. Kashmir administration has doc-
umented failures that no amount of personal trust between 
officers and leaders would have prevented. 

Still, looking back across three political generations, 
from Sheikh Abdullah’s National Conference in the early 
1980s through Omar Abdullah’s tenure after the 2008 assem-
bly elections, I see the same basic mechanism at work behind 
every difficult project and controversy: leaders identified of-
ficers they trusted and gave them room to act.

Kashmir today runs on a far more centralized and securi-
ty-conscious administrative structure than the one I served, 
produced by decades of conflict and, since 2019, by direct rule 
from New Delhi through a lieutenant governor. 

Personal trust between elected leaders and individual 
civil servants has less room to operate when so many major 
decisions get made outside the state altogether. 

I am not arguing for turning back the clock on any of that. 
I just hope that whatever comes next for Kashmir adminis-
tration should find some way to preserve what made the old 
system work: officers willing to say, in a room full of skeptics, 
that they will answer personally for what happens next.

The author is an advocate practising 
before the High Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, and 

can be reached  at frooqahmadkhan@gmail.com.

The Trust of Three CMs
Sheikh Abdullah, Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah each showed me a different side of the same 

principle: trust an officer, give him room to act, and expect him to stand by his decision.

Irshad Mushtaq

The money is 
there, but what’s 
missing is a strategy 
sharp enough to 
turn that money 
into commissioned 
megawatts fast 
enough to change 
the underlying 
economics.
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He taught mastery over the self. Conquering 
ego and desire was harder than facing external 
challenges. True strength came from discipline, 
reflection, and restraint.

The Essence of Eid-e-Milad
Remembering the Prophet means reflecting on the values he placed at the heart of human life: 

knowledge, dignity, justice and accountability.

Dr. Gulzar Ahmad Bhat

The Prophet Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 
was a teacher of life, showing 
people how to think, act, and 

live with compassion and integrity. 
His guidance still reaches far be-
yond his own era.

He first made knowledge uni-
versal. Learning was no longer the 
privilege of a few. It became a duty 
for all. Knowledge lit both mind and 
heart, opening paths for growth, 
morality, and progress.

He gave clarity about the Creator. 
Life gained meaning, and the pat-
terns of the world became signs of 
responsibility and conscious living. 
People were encouraged to look be-
yond survival and see purpose in 
their choices.

He instilled awareness of life’s 
purpose. Human beings are re-
flective and capable of choice. 
Responsibility and intention shape 
existence more than circumstance 
alone.

He offered a framework for eth-
ics. His teachings touched daily life: 
how to speak, act, and treat others 
with fairness. These principles were 
practical guides for character and 
community.

He shaped a complete code of 
conduct. Integrity began within and 
flowed outward into action. Growth 
meant tending to the self as care-
fully as to society.

He emphasized relationships. 
Respect, fairness, and accountabil-
ity were the foundations of social 
life. Communities flourished when 
care and responsibility guided 

human interaction.
He taught mastery over the self. 

Conquering ego and desire was 
harder than facing external chal-
lenges. True strength came from 

discipline, reflection, and restraint.
He championed dignity for all. 

Honour was not tied to birth or 
wealth. Every person carried inher-
ent worth. Women were recognized, 

empowered, and given rights equal 
to men. Equality was a principle, not 
a privilege.

He emphasized accountability. 
Every thought and action mattered. 
Responsibility shaped both rela-
tionships and society. Moral aware-
ness was practical, asking for con-
stant reflection and care.

He nurtured a direct relationship 
with the divine. No intermediary 
stood between humans and God. 
Spiritual life was personal and em-
powering, built on prayer, reflec-
tion, and conscience.

Through these ten gifts, 

Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) shaped human-
ity. His teachings formed a vision 
where knowledge, ethics, dignity, 
and accountability help people live 
with meaning.

These lessons endure because 
they speak directly to human na-
ture. They call for reflection, re-
sponsibility, and action. They re-
mind us that growth is possible, 
justice is necessary, and dignity is 
universal.

Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) offered a living 
instruction for all time, a challenge 
and a gift that continues to shape 
hearts and minds today.

— The author can be reached at 

gulzarahmadkgd@gmail.com.

He emphasized 
accountability. 
Every thought and 
action mattered. 
Responsibility shaped 
both relationships 
and society. Moral 
awareness was 
practical, asking for 
constant reflection 
and care.

Reading the Prophet Through His Life
His journey from orphanhood and hardship to moral and social 
leadership shows what makes his example enduringly relevant.

Faheem Gundroo

Prophet’s mosque in Medina 
is one of the prettiest archi-
tectural marvels of modern 

age. The dome, the tall gold coat-
ed pillars inside the compound, 
which is spread over thousands of 
square of feet takes one breath in 
awe. I performed my Umrah (the 
lesser pilgrimage) in the spring of 
2019. While being continuously 
mesmerized by the beauty of the 
mosque and its surroundings, 
my mind kept wandering back to 
7th century Hejaz when Prophet 
migrated to this oasis town from 
Mecca. Medina was Yathrib then.

The mosque was nothing but a 
structure constructed by Prophet 
and his companions, made pri-
marily of mud bricks and palm 
thatched roof. Prophet had a tiny 
room within the precincts of this 
modest structure, where he lived.

Who would have imagined 
that from this self-effacing struc-
ture, an idea would emerge that 
changed the course of history. 
Perhaps, like never before, one 
man had influence enough to 
change not just the geography of 
Hejaz but also start an Arab social 
reform movement which trans-
formed into a universal religion. 
And that in my eyes is Prophet’s 
biggest legacy. His life itself. We 
have omitted the essence of his 
life. We have rather dwelled on 
easier lessons from it.

Prophets before him had pow-
ers which attracted people to 
them.  Moses had the gift of mag-
ic, Jesus could bring dead back to 
life, and Dawood had a melliflu-
ous voice. Muhammad, at least in 
well documented narratives, had 
none of such miraculous powers. 
Yet he won over people.

To think of it, if God’s plan was 
to spread only His message of 
truth, He could have given pow-
ers to the Prophet very soon. 
Why did God wait for 40 years 
of Muhammad’s life, before 
sending the divine message? If 
Muhammad was destined from 
start to be the messenger of God, 
then there is no story to it. That 
is, it becomes a matter of the in-
evitable unfolding of divine will, 
and thus devoid of all conflict or 
tension.

The answer to the dichotomy 
lies in reading about Muhammad, 
especially his early life — an epic 
roman-fleuve of hardships and 
struggle.

A man who is loved by billions 
of people across the world was 
born an orphan. By the age of 8, 
he had lost his father, mother and 
grandfather. Raised by his uncle 
Abu Talib, the tradition lays great 
stress on the fondness for young 
Muhammad. But many suggest the 
hagiography may be twisted here.

Muhammad was expected to 
perform menial jobs and many 
times denied things which a child 
could have yearned for. Later, in 
his adulthood, he asked for the 
hand of his cousin for marriage. 
He was denied because a better a 
suitor had proposed. The point is 
that hardships, struggle, deprived 
childhood could have made him 
bitter to the world he existed 
in. Yet it didn’t. In fact, his heart 
was full of love and kindness for 
everyone.

After marrying a wealthy mer-
chant Khadija, Muhammad’s life 

took a turn. He was rich, sur-
rounded by affection, and re-
spected by all. He could have 
gone living like this — quietly and 
happily. Everything was in favor 
of it. Yet, he was not satisfied by 
this humdrum existence, day in 
and out. The appalling injustice 
around made him restless.

Mecca, where Prophet was 
born, was a barren, craggy and 
unbelievably bare valley with no 

scrap of soil. The life generally 
was hard especially for the poor 
Meccans. Socially and cultur-
ally, the high-desert steppe had 
fallen into deep piths of dark-
ness and superstitious beliefs. 
The rich Quraish ruled over the 
poor. There was no visible system 
of justice. Women were treated 
abominably, with no tradition of 
inheritance and individuality. A 
tribal society which was not kind 

to widows and orphans. Where 
marginalized had no system to 
fall back on.

The traditional Muslim ha-
giographies of Prophet have 
unfortunately failed to decoct 
Muhammad’s life; concentrating 
rather on divine will. To the pious 
believer, the innate exceptional-
ism of Prophet is enough and ev-
erything else is irrelevant.

To the questions of morals and 
purpose of life, which have mysti-
fied mankind since the cosmic ex-
plosion; Muhammad’s life removes 
the abstract virtues in it. His life 
brings reality into it. His life is a 
living example of how one should 
treat his neighbors and how one 
should behave with people who 
are considered socially below us. 
The lessons of Muhammad’s life 
are not to be read only in terms 
of appearance — growing a beard 
and following a ritual.

On the contrary, Muhammad’s 
life story is an extraordinary 
confluence of man, ideology, 
struggle and time. His life is ex-
traordinary not just because of 
the divine message but because 
of the humanly possible. His life 
is one of those rare ones which is 
more dramatic in reality than in 
legends.

To read and understand about 
his life is a means to clearly see 
Muhammad’s message, and to 
understand how he accomplished 
his journey from powerlessness 
to strength, from anominity to re-
nown, from insignificance to sig-
nificance. For a better world, we 
must free Muhammad’s life from 
constructs of legends to practi-
cable everyday interchange.

— The author is an ICT Engineer 

based in Dubai, with interest 

in travel, history and current 

affairs. He can be reached at 

faheemjeelani@gmail.com.

The traditional Muslim 
hagiographies of Prophet have 
unfortunately failed to decoct 

Muhammad [PBUH]’s life, concentrating 
rather on divine will. To the pious believer, the 
innate exceptionalism of Prophet is enough 
and everything else is irrelevant.
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JKPSC Seeks Overhaul  
Of ‘Obsolete’ Recruitment Rules
Agencies

Srinagar: Terming the existing 
recruitment rules as “obsolete” 
and "redundant", the Jammu 
and Kashmir Public Service 
Commission (JKPSC) has recom-
mended their urgent revision.

In its Annual Report for 
2025–26, as per Kashmir News 
Observer, the Commission ex-
pressed serious concern over 
what it described as decades-old 
recruitment rules of government 
departments. “Recruitment 
Rules of most of the State 
Government Departments 
framed decades ago are very old, 
outdated, and obsolete and have 
become redundant and require 
their revisions and updating to 

keep pace with the fast-chang-
ing social, economic and tech-
nological scenario, as well as 
the efficiency and expertise re-
quired for handling assignments 
of a complex nature in view of 
the diversification and speciali-
sation in the field of governance 
and functioning of government 
organizations,” the report noted.

The Commission stressed that 
diversification in fields such as 
education, medical sciences and 
computer sciences must be ac-
commodated and incentivised 
through updated service rules.

It said that modernising re-
cruitment rules would also help 
reduce litigation.

The apex recruitment body of 
the UT further pointed out that 

draft recruitment rules submit-
ted by departments for concur-
rence are often incomplete. “The 
proposal for seeking concur-
rence of the J&K PSC on the draft 
recruitment rules is being sub-
mitted incompletely by some 
Administrative Departments in 
respect of comparative state-
ments, creation/abolition orders 
and concurrence of the Finance 
Department in case of change 
of nomenclature/creation of 
posts. In order to ensure uni-
formity, the Commission issued 
a checklist for submitting draft 
recruitment rules, and the same 
has been forwarded to all the 
Departments,” the report stated.

The Commission has called 
for immediate notification of 

recruitment rules for which 
it has already conveyed its 
concurrence.

It cautioned that no amend-
ment in service rules should be 
made without consulting the 
PSC, as required under existing 
regulations.

The PSC has also recom-
mended that departments must 
consider minimum qualifica-
tions while revising recruit-
ment rules. “It has been noticed 
that in various departments, a 
certain category of posts is eli-
gible for promotion to the next 
level post even without the basic 
minimum qualification as per 
the existing recruitment rules 
of the concerned departments,” 
the report reads.(KNO)  

OBC Creamy Layer Row: SC To 
Consider Special Bench
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday agreed to consider 
setting up a special bench to 
hear Centre's plea seeking 
clarification on the applicabil-
ity of its March 11 judgement 
on OBC creamy-layer crite-
ria to candidates of the Civil 
Services Examination (CSE) 
2025.

The Department of Personnel 
and Training (DoPT) seeks di-
rections allowing the govern-
ment to proceed with service 
allocation of the 958 candidates 
recommended by the Union 
Public Service Commission 
(UPSC) for CSE-2025 on the ba-
sis of the OBC creamy-layer de-
termination applied before the 
March 11 verdict.

At the outset of the day's 
proceedings, a bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Surya Kant and 
justices Joymalya Bagchi and V 
Mohana was told by Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, that the DoPT 
has filed a miscellaneous appli-
cation in a disposed of matter 
seeking some urgent directions, 
and it has to be listed before a 
bench headed by Justice P S 
Narasimha.

Senior advocate Sanjay 
Hegde, appearing for a litigant, 
said that a bench compris-
ing justices Narasimha and R 
Mahadevan had passed the or-
der on March 11 and the instant 
miscellaneous application has 
to be heard by the same bench 
as the judges sit in different 
combinations now.

"We will have to set up a 
special bench," the CJI said, 
adding that he will speak 
with the judges and set up the 
bench.

The DoPT's plea arises from 
the top court's judgement in a 
case titled as Union of India vs 
Rohith Nathan, in which the 
court, on March 11 held, among 
other things, that the October 
14, 2004 clarifying letter could 
not override the September 8, 
1993 office memorandum gov-
erning identification of the OBC 
creamy layer.

The court also held that the 
salary or income of a parent 
employed in a public sector un-
dertaking or the private sector 
could not by itself be treated as 
the determinative criterion for 
creamy-layer exclusion.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

28 Yrs On, SIA
upper storey of his house and hiding himself 

beneath a heap of dried cow-dung. He listened 
in agonising terror as bursts of gunfire were 
answered by the shrieks of his loved ones, fol-
lowed by a haunting silence that left him the 
sole bearer of Wandhama's memory.

Though an FIR was lodged at the Ganderbal 
police station linking the massacre to the terror 
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), the case has re-
mained unsolved for almost 30 years. In March 
2000, security forces killed Hizbul Mujahideen 
commander Hameed Gada alias Bombar Khan, 
who was believed to be the mastermind be-
hind the Wandhama slaughter, in an encounter, 
but key co-conspirators were never brought to 
trial.

The case was highlighted that year at 
the United Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC).

In its renewed crusade for justice, the SIA has 
also reopened probes into several other previ-
ous killings, which included the 1989 assas-
sinations of prominent lawyer and BJP leader 
Tika Lal Taploo and Justice Neelkanth Ganjoo, 
who had sentenced JKLF founder Maqbool Bhat 
to death.

The agency recently concluded its investi-
gation into the horrific April 1990 kidnapping 
and murder of Sarla Bhatt, a nurse at SKIMS 
Soura, submitting a comprehensive 737-page 
chargesheet naming jailed JKLF chief Yasin 
Malik as a key accused.

Multiple raids were conducted earlier 
this month to unearth fresh evidence in the 
1990 double murder of Kashmiri Pandit poet 
Sarwanand Koul Premi and his son Virender 
Koul.

A Night of Faith
making their way towards the shrine in antici-
pation of Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi.

By nightfall, thousands of devotees had gath-
ered around Hazratbal, turning the shrine and 
its adjoining spaces into a vast congregation of 
prayer and remembrance.

The intervening night of August 25 and 26 
carries a special place in the religious life of 
Kashmir. From across the Valley, families, el-
derly devotees and young people travelled to 
Hazratbal to spend the night in prayer and re-
flection as the occasion marking the birth of 
Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh) approached.

The shrine echoed with durood-o-azkar, 
naats and prayers as the night-long Shab 
Khwaani continued.

For devotees, Milad is more than a date on 
the religious calendar. It is an occasion to re-
turn to the life and message of the Prophet — to 
mercy in place of anger, compassion in place 
of indifference, patience in times of trial and 
brotherhood beyond differences.

“People come with love in their hearts and 
prayers on their lips,” said Mohammad Salam 
Dar, a devotee in his 70s.

Abdul Jabbar, another devotee, said the gath-
ering offered an opportunity to reconnect with 
the values associated with the Prophet's life.

“We come here not only to pray but also to 
remember his teachings of mercy, patience, 
compassion and brotherhood,” he said.

As the night deepened, the movement of 
devotees continued around Hazratbal. The 
sound of naats and prayers blended with the 
hum of traffic on the roads leading to the 
shrine, giving Srinagar's northern edge the 
character of a city awake in devotion.

On Wednesday, Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi will be 
observed across Jammu and Kashmir. Mosques, 
shrines and religious institutions are holding 
prayers, Quran recitations, religious discourses, 
durood and naats.

Scholars and clerics are expected to speak 
about the life and teachings of the Prophet, 
with particular emphasis on mercy, compas-
sion, tolerance, patience and brotherhood.

Roads bend around a gathering
The scale of the Hazratbal congregation has 

also prompted extensive traffic arrangements.
Traffic Police City Srinagar has issued a de-

tailed advisory for the intervening night of 
August 25 and 26 and for Friday, August 28, fol-
lowing Eid-e-Milad.

Vehicles approaching from north Kashmir 
will be diverted through Parimpora, 
Qamarwari, Noorbagh, Sekidafar, Eidgah, 
Hawal, Alamgari Bazar and Kanitar before 
reaching the University parking area from the 
Saderbal side.

Those arriving from south Kashmir will 
be routed through Panthachowk, Batwara, 
Sonwar, Gupkar, Nishat and Foreshore Road be-
fore entering the Naseembagh-side University 
parking area.

Separate routes have been prescribed for 
devotees travelling from Budgam, Lal Chowk 
and Ganderbal.

The University campus will serve as the 
principal parking area, with the Sir Syed Gate 
designated for vehicles from north and central 
Kashmir and the Budshah Gate for those arriv-
ing from the south and Ganderbal.

Devotees from Rainawari and Khanyar can 
use the NIT Parking/Multi-Level Parking at 
Hazratbal, while a separate traffic camp has 
been designated for VIP and official vehicles.

For a city accustomed to the rhythms of 
celebration and remembrance, Milad brings 
a different kind of gathering — one measured 
less by spectacle than by the quiet repetition 
of prayer.

And at Hazratbal, through the long night and 
into Wednesday, Kashmir's devotion finds its 
most familiar address.

Prez, LG, CM
Murmu said Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi was an 

occasion to recall the teachings of Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH), which inspire people 
to follow the path of pious conduct and 
dutifulness.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha said the 
life and teachings of the Prophet remain an 
eternal beacon of peace, equality and compas-
sion, and urged people to live by the values of 
love, kindness and universal brotherhood.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said the occa-
sion carried a timeless message of peace, com-
passion, equality, tolerance and brotherhood.

“Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi  (PBUH) reminds us of 
the timeless message of the Prophet (PBUH), 
rooted in kindness, tolerance and service to 
humanity. Let us dedicate ourselves to follow-
ing this noble path and promote unity, brother-
hood and mutual respect across all sections of 
society,” Omar said.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Anshul 
Garg also extended greetings and prayed that 
the occasion would bring peace, prosperity, 
happiness and well-being to the people.

Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir Dr Moulvi Mohammad 
Umar Farooq said the birth and advent of 
Prophet Muhammad  (PBUH), brought an en-
during message of mercy, guidance and hope 
to humanity.

He said the true significance of Eid-e-Milad-
un-Nabi lies in understanding and practically 
following the Seerah and exemplary character 
of the Prophet in individual and collective lives.

Mirwaiz urged Imams, Ulema, Khateebs, 
teachers and parents to play an active role in 
spreading the message of the Seerah, particu-
larly among the younger generation.

National Conference president Dr Farooq 
Abdullah, Deputy Chief Minister Surinder 
Kumar Choudhary, ministers Sakeena Itoo, 
Javed Ahmad Rana and Javid Ahmad Dar, PDF 
chairman Hakeem Mohammad Yaseen and 
MLA Satish Sharma, among others, also ex-
tended greetings. (ONS)

Ensure Heightened
reviewed security deployment, crowd 

management, surveillance, traffic regulation 
and emergency response mechanisms, with 
the DGP directing field formations to ensure 
heightened vigilance and foolproof security ar-
rangements well in advance.

The meeting was attended by Spl DGP 
Coordination J&K, IGP Kashmir Zone, IGP 
Jammu Zone, all Range DIGs and district SSPs 
and police district heads, besides SSP PCR 
Kashmir, AIG (Ct & Int) PHQ and other senior 
officers.

Prabhat stressed the need for special secu-
rity arrangements at major shrines, mosques 
and other religious places, particularly Dargah 
Hazratbal, where large congregations and 
nightlong prayers are expected.

He directed officers to ensure adequate se-
curity coverage, effective surveillance and 
close coordination among field formations so 
that any emerging situation is detected and ad-
dressed promptly.

The DGP also called for strengthened sur-
veillance at sensitive and vulnerable locations, 
along with effective deployment at strategic 
points and areas expected to witness heavy 
public movement.

Traffic regulation and route management 
plans around major religious sites and proces-
sion routes were also reviewed. Officers were 
directed to ensure smooth and safe movement 
of devotees and the general public while pre-
venting congestion.

Security arrangements for Raksha Bandhan 
were also discussed, with police directed to 
make advance arrangements at markets, tem-
ples and other prominent locations likely to 
witness increased footfall.

Prabhat emphasised that all field formations 
must remain alert, coordinated and responsive 
throughout the events, with adequate contin-
gency measures in place to deal with any un-
foreseen situation.

He directed officers to complete all security, 
traffic and crowd-management arrangements 
well ahead of the scheduled events to ensure 
their peaceful and safe conduct across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

J&K Digitises 70
The initiative goes beyond scanning and 

digitising existing records and involves their 
updation, verification, public scrutiny and 
authentication.

A dedicated software platform has been de-
veloped for village-wise management of land 
records through a structured database, en-
abling systematic search, validation, monitor-
ing and authorised updation of records.

Under the three-tier maker-checker-approv-
er system, the Patwari enters the land record, 
while the Girdawar and Naib-Tehsildar ver-
ify it against the source revenue records. The 
Tehsildar then provides final approval.

Officials said the system maintains an elec-
tronic audit trail at every stage, helping iden-
tify transcription errors, omissions, incorrect 
shares and other discrepancies while fixing ac-
countability for entries and approvals.

District-level mentors and Prabhari officers 
have also been deployed to monitor the prog-
ress and quality of the exercise. District com-
mittees are undertaking cross-tehsil verifica-
tion, they said.

As part of public scrutiny, more than 6,800 
village-level camps have been organised for 
public reading of Jamabandis, enabling land-
holders to flag discrepancies involving names, 
shares and mutations.

Digitised land records have also been made 
available for public viewing through the JK 
Zameen Sudhaar portal.

The government has additionally incorporat-
ed around seven lakh backlog mutations into 
the digitised Record of Rights following verifi-
cation and approval.

The verified land database is now be-
ing transformed to support AgriStack under 
the Centre's Digital Agriculture Mission. The 
framework envisages an integrated digital ar-
chitecture comprising the Farmers Registry, 
geo-referenced village maps and Crop Sown 
Registry.

A key component of the exercise is accu-
rately linking farmers with their landhold-
ings. Since traditional Jamabandis can contain 
multiple co-owners under a single Khasra, the 
digitisation process captures the precise land 
extent attributable to each recorded owner in 
a machine-readable format.

So far, 31.26 lakh Khasra records have been 
converted into the required owner-extent for-
mat, officials said.

Under the farmer-validation process, land-
holders authenticate themselves through e-
KYC, view their landholding details and claim 
the appropriate landholding group before pro-
viding voluntary electronic consent. A Farmer 
ID is generated after the prescribed verification 
and approval process is completed.

Officials said the digitisation drive would 
make Records of Rights more accessible and 
reduce the need for repeated visits to Patwari 
and Tehsil offices.

For farmers, the AgriStack and Farmer ID 
framework is expected to facilitate more effi-
cient delivery of eligible government schemes, 
subsidies, agricultural inputs, credit, insurance, 
procurement-related services and disaster 
relief.

The initiative is aimed at creating a verified 
and farmer-validated digital land information 
ecosystem, improving transparency in revenue 
administration and strengthening the deliv-
ery of agricultural services across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Farooq’s Resignation
his 2024 Lok Sabha victory was based on 

his own support rather than the National 
Conference organisation, he should resign and 
return to the electorate.

“Resign from Parliament and come back 
to the people. Let us see who votes for you,” 
Farooq had said.

Asked whether he would accept the chal-
lenge, Ruhullah said he would give an answer 
in the coming days without immediately dis-
closing his decision.

Ruhullah said he would explain his position 
before responding to the demand.

Farooq had also told Ruhullah that if he be-
lieved Article 370 could be restored, he was 
free to raise the issue in Parliament, while ac-
cusing him of pursuing the “wrong path”.

The NC president had questioned Ruhullah's 
political approach and stressed the importance 
of loyalty to the party and its workers.

Ruhullah, who represents Srinagar in the Lok 
Sabha, said he would respond to Farooq's re-
marks after explaining his position.

NCST Seeks
the complaint submitted by the foundation 

through its Member Trustee Kabir Ahmed on 
Monday, the NCST said it had decided to inves-
tigate the allegations and issued notices to the 
J&K chief secretary, director general of police 
and senior superintendent of police, Kishtwar.

The Commission directed the officials to 
submit relevant facts, information and details 
of action taken on the allegations within five 
days of receiving the notice.

It further cautioned that failure to submit the 
required response within the stipulated period 
could prompt it to exercise powers of a civil 
court under Article 338A of the Constitution, 
including issuing summons for the appearance 
of concerned officials.

Welcoming the intervention, the TGBWF 
said the NCST's action was an important insti-
tutional step towards accountability and jus-
tice for the victim and her family.

The foundation has also sought a probe into 
allegations of threats, monetary inducement, 
attempts to suppress the matter at the commu-
nity level, possible non-reporting by persons 
who had prior knowledge and the role of indi-
viduals who may have facilitated or concealed 
the alleged offence.

Police have registered an FIR against the ac-
cused teacher, who was arrested along with his 
brother in connection with the case.

A key issue raised by the foundation is the 
alleged non-invocation of provisions of the SC/
ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act despite the 
victim belonging to the Gujjar Scheduled Tribe.

The foundation has sought verification of the 
victim's tribal status and the social status of the 
accused, examination of the applicability of the 
relevant provisions of the Act, protection for 
the victim's family and witnesses, preservation 
of digital and medical evidence, and payment 
of legally admissible compensation and reha-
bilitation benefits.

The TGBWF said the NCST notice marked the 
beginning of a constitutional inquiry and called 
for a factual and time-bound response from the 
J&K administration and police.

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister 
Ghulam Nabi Azad also condemned the inci-
dent, describing it as "absolutely horrifying 
and shameful".

Azad appreciated the police for the swift 
arrest of the accused and said he should face 
exemplary punishment for the alleged crime.

"The rape of a minor girl from the ST com-
munity and her subsequent death is absolutely 
horrifying and shameful. I appreciate the po-
lice for swift action against the culprit who de-
serves exemplary punishment," Azad said.

He called for a strong societal response 
against crimes of this nature and expressed 
solidarity with the bereaved family, urging that 
justice be delivered swiftly and in accordance 
with law.

India-China Talks
dialogue, the Doval-Wang talks came weeks 

before Chinese President Xi Jinping's antici-
pated visit to India for the upcoming BRICS 
summit.

In his opening remarks at the meeting, Doval 
said that normalcy in the ties between India 
and China has been a direct result of both sides 
maintaining peace and tranquillity in the bor-
der areas.

"The two sides positively reviewed the on-
going momentum in bilateral relations which 
is in line with the directions and vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President 
Xi Jinping," the Indian embassy in Beijing said.

"They discussed ways to further expand bi-
lateral cooperation, maintain stability and en-
sure peace and tranquillity in the border areas, 
and make progress on boundary delimitation, 
while sustaining the ongoing work on trans-
boundary cooperation," it said.

The Special Representatives (SR) dialogue 
took place amid reports of aggressive military 
posturing by Chinese troops along the LAC 
in the Upper Subansiri region of Arunachal 
Pradesh.

Doval landed in Beijing on Monday on a two-
day visit and his trip is largely seen as part of 
ongoing efforts by the two neighbours to re-
build their relationship after it came under se-
vere strain following the deadly Galwan Valley 
clashes in 2020.

"I am very happy we are here for the 25th 
round of talks which are very important, par-
ticularly in the wake of the BRICS summit to 
happen shortly," Doval said.

"We meet in keeping with the guidance of 
our leaders, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
President Xi Jinping, who have given clear and 
positive direction to our relationship both at 
Kazan and Tianjin," Doval said, referring to the 
meetings the two leaders held on the sidelines 

of the BRICS summit in Russia in 2024 and the 
SCO summit in China last year.

Referring to progress made by the two sides 
in normalising the ties following the eastern 
Ladakh military standoff, Doval said the bilat-
eral relationship has been steadily returning to 
normalcy.

“The normalcy we have witnessed in our re-
lationship has been a direct result of both sides 
maintaining peace and tranquillity in the bor-
der areas,” he said.

“We have extensively talked about it today 
just to see how to effectively reinforce and fur-
ther consolidate our efforts to maintain peace 
and tranquillity in the border areas,” he said in 
an apparent reference to differences over the 
border and Arunachal Pradesh, which China 
claims as South Tibet.

Doval also talked about advances made by 
the two countries in improving people-to-peo-
ple ties.

"The successful conduct of Kailash 
Manasarovar Yatra via Nathu La and resump-
tion of our traditional border trade via all the 
three passes brought tangible benefits for our 
people, particularly people living in the border 
areas,” he said.

In his remarks, Wang said the China-India re-
lationship has gone beyond the bilateral scope 
and taken on global and strategic significance.

"It is important for us to step up commu-
nication, to enhance mutual trust, to remove 
disturbances and overcome obstacles. We need 
to be good friends that enjoy good neighbour-
liness and be good partners that contribute to 
each other's success,” he said.

Wang also talked about adding new impetus 
to the ties during the talks with Doval.

He reiterated that China and India should 
draw lessons from history, place the boundary 
question appropriately in bilateral relations, 
and keep moving forward without stagnating, 
backtracking or veering off course.

Wang called for gradually building a posi-
tive narrative on China-India boundary affairs, 
making dialogue, peace, consultation and co-
operation the mainstream and injecting posi-
tive factors into the sound and stable develop-
ment of bilateral relations, a statement on the 
talks issued by the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
said.

"I look forward to continuing to have in-
depth exchange of views with you on issues of 
shared interest to better understand each other 
and to properly handle the boundary question, 
to not only maintain peace and tranquillity in 
the border area but also inject new impetus for 
the bilateral relationship,” he said.

Wang also said the two sides have stayed 
in regular communication through diplomatic 
and military channels on boundary affairs, 
implementing the guidance of PM Modi and 
President Xi.

Terming his talks with Doval as "very in-
depth and candid," the Chinese minister ex-
pressed hope to reach a new consensus.

The Chinese statement said the two sides 
held in-depth discussions on advancing bor-
der delimitation negotiations, strengthening 
border management and control, improving 
mechanism-building and promoting cross-
border cooperation.

Both Doval and Wang are the designated 
SRs for the boundary talks mechanism, which 
was established in 2003 to comprehensively 
address the dispute of the India-China border 
spanning 3,488 km.

While success eluded it in resolving the 
boundary dispute, officials on both sides re-
gard the structured mechanism as a useful tool 
in addressing the recurring tensions between 
the two countries on various fronts.

Ahead of the talks, Doval called on Chinese 
Vice President Han Zhang.

The two leaders discussed ways to strength-
en peace and tranquillity in the border areas 
and further improve bilateral ties across eco-
nomic, political and multilateral fora, in ac-
cordance with the consensus reached between 
the leaders of the two countries, the Indian 
Embassy said in a post on X.

During his meeting with Doval, Han said 
China and India should view and handle bilater-
al relations from a strategic and long-term per-
spective, and work together to implement the 
important consensus reached by their leaders.

"The two sides should enhance strategic 
mutual trust, tap the potential for coopera-
tion, maintain close multilateral coordination, 
properly manage differences, and promote the 
sustained and stable development of China-
India relations,” Han was quoted as saying by 
the state-run Xinhua news agency.

In August last year, China and India success-
fully held the 24th round of talks, during which 
the two sides had candid and in-depth ex-
changes of views on the boundary question and 
reached a number of common understandings.
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Bear Attacks Orchard Workers 
in Kulgam, Two Injured
KULGAM: Two persons were injured after a bear attacked a 
group of people working in an orchard at Ahmadabad village of 
Damhal Hanjipora in Kulgam district on Tuesday.

The injured have been identified as Abdul Salam Teeli, a 
resident of Ahmadabad, and Bilal Ahmad Kholi, a resident of 
Danipora, Damhal Hanjipora.

Following the attack, both injured persons were shifted to 
Sub-District Hospital (SDH) Damhal Hanjipora for treatment. 
Their condition is stated to be stable.

Syed Irshad, in-charge of the DH Pora Wildlife Control Room, 
said a cage has been set up in the area to trap the bear. [KNT]

Man Chargesheeted for Taking 
Lakhs for Cancer Medicines
SRINAGAR: The Economic Offences Wing Kashmir of Crime 
Branch J&K has filed a chargesheet against a Jammu-based 
man accused of allegedly cheating a complainant of lakhs of 
rupees by promising to arrange medicines at a cheaper rate for 
his wife, who was suffering from cancer.

The chargesheet has been presented before the Court of 
Sub-Judge, Srinagar, in connection with FIR No. 25/2026 reg-
istered under Section 318(4) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS).

The accused has been identified as Afaq Ahmad Thug, son 
of Ghulam Qadir, a resident of New Colony, Hazratbal, near Shi-
wala Mandir, Anantnag, presently residing at 10-Green Enclave, 
Barmuni Road, Sunjwan, Jammu.

According to the Economic Offences Wing, the case origi-
nated from a written complaint alleging that the accused ap-
proached the complainant with an offer to provide medicines 
required for his wife’s cancer treatment at a comparatively 
cheaper rate.

The complainant allegedly paid lakhs of rupees to the ac-
cused after being assured that the medicines would be sup-
plied. However, the accused allegedly failed to provide the 
medicines as promised.

Following the complaint, a probe was ordered by the Eco-
nomic Offences Wing. During the course of investigation, the 
allegations were substantiated, according to the Crime Branch.

The investigation also established that the accused and the 
complainant had been schoolmates at a boarding school more 
than four decades ago.

After completion of the investigation, the Economic Of-
fences Wing presented the chargesheet before the competent 
court for judicial determination in accordance with law. [KNT]

Baramulla Truck Driver Killed 
in Punjab Mishap
KURUKSHETRA: A 25-year-old truck driver from Jammu 
and Kashmir was killed and his companion seriously injured 
after a tractor-trolley rammed into their vehicle on National 
Highway-44 in Haryana’s Kurukshetra district, police said on 
Tuesday.

The deceased has been identified as Jahangir Ahmad Reshi 
(25), a resident of Baramulla district. The injured cleaner has 
been identified as Mustafa, also from Kashmir, police said.

The accident took place on Sunday night near the Markanda 
Colony in Shahabad, when the tractor-trolley collided with the 
truck carrying iron rods.

Following the collision, the truck went off the road and fell 
into a ditch, leaving the driver and the cleaner trapped beneath 
the iron rods, police said.

Rescuers used a Hydra machine and a crane to remove the 
iron rods and rescue the two men, who were rushed to the gov-
ernment hospital in Shahabad, where doctors declared Jahan-
gir dead.

Mustafa was later referred to the PGIMER in Chandigarh for 
further treatment, police said.

Jahangir’s brother Tausif Ahmad Reshi has reached Sha-
habad after receiving information about the accident, they 
said. (PTI)

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL

GOVERNMENT DEGREE COLLEGE
KANGAN-191202 (J&K)

website: www.gdckangan.edu.in | Ph: No. +91-9419025681  |  Email: principalgdckangan1@yahoo.com  

NOTICE REGARDING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SUPPLY OF BOOKS
Expression of interest is invited From Publishers, Distributers and Suppliers registered under "Federation of Publishers and 
Booksellers Association oflndia (FPBAI)" and "Association of Indian Publishers and Book Suppliers (AIPBS)", "Good Office 
Committee (GOC)" to offer the maximum discount for the supply/on-spot purchase of books/periodicals, journals, reference books 
for the college library. Sealed offers accompanied by CDR worth Rs. 10000/= (Rupees ten thousand only) pledged to the principal of 
Govt Degree College Kangan payable at Kangan along with the requisite documents should reach to the office of undersigned by or 
before 5th of September, 2026 up to 3:00 PM sharp. Name of firm, official contact number and email address should be fairly written 
on the envelope for communications regarding opening of the sealed EOI. The sealed offers shall be opened in the principal chamber 
of the college. Papers related to Terms and conditions, EOI Format and Undertaking/affidavit for supply of books and other related 
documents are available in the office chamber of the undersigned or can be obtained through request by email (principalgdckangan@
yahoo.com or kangancollegelibrarv@gmail.com ). Any EOI with document deficiencies will be rejected without notice.

Sd/- PrincipalDIPK-4978-26
DT: 25/08/2026

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER ELECTRIC 
DIVISION-IIIRD, SHEREEN BAGH, SRINAGAR

 Tel- 0194-3510830 
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-NIT No.: - ED-III /16 of 2026-27   |   Dated: 25-08-2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of Jammu and Kashmir, e-Tenders, (In Two Cover System) are hereby invited from reputed 
companies Registered with ROC of INDIA, Original Manufacturers or relevant class A registered electrical contractors/suppliers enlisted 
with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D and Inspection Agency of JKPDD, for “LT improvement at  Sector 11 Hamdaniya Colony Bemina 
and LT improvement at Sector 1 Hajiabad Hamdaniya Colony Bemina falling under the jurisdiction of ESD Watalkadal, ED 3rd (Turnkey 
Basis)” as details below:

Name of the work. Estimated 
Cost (Lacs) EMD Cost of Tender 

Document
Completion 

Period Status of funds

LT improvement at Sector 11 Hamdaniya Colony 
Bemina and LT improvement at Sector 1 Hajiabad 

Hamdaniya Colony Bemina falling under the 
jurisdiction of ESD Watalkadal, ED 3rd (Turnkey Basis)

10.00
2% of 

estimated Cost 
Rs.20000

Rs. 500/- 15 days
Available Under 
Capex Budget 

2026-27 

1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been 
done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with full 
understanding of its implications by the bidder.

2.  The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid document, 
seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below:

A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document/
Sale of Bid Document (Start)

The standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over 
http://jktenders.gov.in from  25-08-2026;  04:00 PM

B Sale of Bid Document (End) 15-09-2026; 04:00 PM
C Clarification start date 25-08-2026; 04:00 PM
D Clarification End date 07-09-2026; 02:00 PM

E e-Bid submission (start) date and time (Submission of e-tender 
fee, and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 25-08-2026; 04:00 PM

F e-Bid submission (End) date and time Submission of e-tender 
fee, and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 15-09-2026; 04:00 PM

G
Hard copy of tender document Submission end date (along-with 
Original Copy of e-tender fee, Instruments and other supporting 
documents)

Required for L1 only & to be submitted on or one day after 
opening of financial e-bid.

H Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time 16-09-2026; 02:00 PM

I Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the 
technically qualified bidders) Will be communicated to the technically qualified bidders

J Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids Office of Executive Engineer ED-III, Sgr.

K Cost of e-bid document. (Copy of treasury challan/receipt to be 
up-loaded with e-tender) Treasury Receipt of Rs. 500.00/- (Rupees Five Hundred only)

No.: - ED-III/TS/  Sd/-
Date: 25-08-2026  Executive Engineer
 Electric Division 3rd

DIPK-NB-1484-26
DT: 25/08/2026

CM Omar Lays Foundation for Wussan Fruit Mandi

No More Power Tariff Hikes 
during My Tenure: CM
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Tuesday 
assured people that there 
would be no further in-
crease in electricity tariffs 
during the tenure of his 
government, saying the lat-
est revision was imposed 
out of compulsion and not 
by choice.

Addressing a gathering 
in North Kashmir, Omar 
defended the tariff revi-
sion and criticised opposi-
tion parties for questioning 
the move, saying previous 
governments had also in-
creased electricity rates 
significantly.

“I acknowledge the in-
crease in electricity tariffs, 
but we did not do it out of 
happiness. It was a compul-
sion,” Omar said, adding that 
his government had tried 
to minimise the additional 
burden on consumers.

Comparing the latest 
revision with earlier tariff 
hikes, the Chief Minister 
said electricity rates had 
been increased by 13 to 15 
per cent during previous 
governments.

“When these people 
were in power, they in-
creased the tariff by 13-15 
per cent four years ago,” he 
said.

Referring to the PDP-
BJP coalition government, 

Omar said electricity rates 
were increased by around 
13.5 to 14 per cent during 
Mehbooba Mufti's tenure as 
chief minister.

Questioning the criti-
cism of the latest increase, 
he asked why similar con-
cerns were not raised when 
previous governments re-
vised electricity tariffs.

“Why did you remain 
silent at that time? At that 
time, didn't you feel that 
injustice was being done to 
the people?” he asked.

Omar assured consum-
ers that his government 
would make every effort to 
avoid any further increase 
in electricity rates during 
its tenure.

“I assure you, my com-
plete effort will be that, God 
willing, during this govern-
ment, after this, we will 
not increase the electricity 
rates any further. No more 
than this,” he said.

The Chief Minister said 
the government would 
now focus on improv-
ing basic services and in-
frastructure, including 
drinking water, schools, 
healthcare, roads and hor-
ticulture infrastructure.

He also reiterated that 
his government would fulfil 
the commitments made to 
the people during the re-
maining three-and-a-half 
years of its term. 

Observer News Service

TANGMARG: Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Tuesday laid 
the foundation stone of a mod-
ern Fruit and Vegetable Mandi 
at Wussan Bangil in Karhama, 
Tangmarg, saying the facility 
would strengthen the horticul-
ture economy and improve mar-
ket access and price realisation 
for growers.

The mandi, to be developed on 
50 kanals of land with direct ac-
cess to the Tangmarg-Gulmarg 
Road, will serve the major hor-
ticulture belt of Tangmarg and 
adjoining areas. The project is 
expected to benefit around nine 
lakh people across 19 blocks in 
Baramulla and Budgam districts.

The facility will provide or-
ganised infrastructure for han-
dling, grading, sorting, packaging 
and marketing of fruits and veg-
etables, while improving market 
linkages, logistics and storage 
facilities. It is also expected to 
reduce post-harvest losses and 
bring buyers closer to producers.

Addressing a public gathering, 

the Chief Minister said Kashmir’s 
economy extended far beyond 
tourism, with agriculture, horti-
culture, dairy and allied sectors 
making a major contribution.

He said growers in Tangmarg 
had long been forced to transport 
their produce to distant markets, 
often without assured buyers or 

better prices.
“Now, through this market, 

the buyers will come here and, 
through the buyers, you will get a 
better rate,” he said.

Omar also directed authorities 
to improve and widen the road 
leading to the mandi to ensure 
smooth connectivity.

The Chief Minister said the 
government was undertaking de-
velopment works across sectors, 
including drinking water, health-
care, education, roads and hor-
ticulture infrastructure. He also 
announced that the long-pending 
Mini Secretariat at Tangmarg 
would be completed and handed 

over to the people during the cur-
rent year.

Responding to criticism over 
the recent electricity tariff revi-
sion, Omar said the increase had 
been made under compelling cir-
cumstances but assured that the 
government would make every 
effort to avoid any further hike 
during its present term.

He said the next three-and-
a-half years would witness ac-
celerated development across 
Jammu and Kashmir and ex-
pressed confidence that the Gul-
marg-Tangmarg constituency 
would emerge among the most 
developed constituencies in the 
region.

Earlier, the Chief Minister visited 
a Kisan Mela showcasing govern-
ment initiatives and innovations in 
agriculture and horticulture.

Minister for Agriculture Javid 
Ahmed Dar, Advisor to the Chief 
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA 
Gulmarg-Tangmarg Pirzada Fa-
rooq Ahmad Shah, Rajya Sabha MP 
Gurwinder Singh Oberoi and sev-
eral legislators and senior officials 
were present on the occasion.

Study Finds High Pesticide Exposure 
Risk near Kashmir Orchards

Worker Killed as Bridge 
Segment Slips in Samba
Press Trust of India

SAMBA: A labourer from 
Bihar was crushed to death 
when a span segment 
slipped during bridge con-
struction work along Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra expressway 
in Samba district of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Tuesday, of-
ficials said.

The National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI), 
Jammu, has termed the in-
cident as "unfortunate" and 
said an expert team is being 
deputed to the site to exam-
ine the incident and review 
the launching process so 
that appropriate corrective 
measures can be imple-
mented and the recurrence 
of such an incident is pre-
vented.

Earlier, officials said a 
pier of a bridge under con-
struction collapsed at Jakh 
Morh in the Vijaypur area 
of Samba around 10.10 am 
when workers were en-
gaged in laying the struc-
ture, crushing 25-year-old 
labourer from Bihar, Gotam 
Sahu, to death, they said.

Another labourer sus-
tained head injuries in the 
accident and was evacu-

ated to a hospital, the offi-
cials said.

However, the NHAI, Jam-
mu said the unfortunate in-
cident occurred at the con-
struction site of Package-15 
of the Delhi–Amritsar–Ka-
tra (DAK) Expressway.

"At the Rayamore el-
evated highway project, an 
elevated structure compris-
ing 14 spans, with each span 
consisting of 15 segments, 
is under construction. Of 
the 14 spans, 10 spans have 
been successfully launched. 
The launching work on the 
11th span is currently in 
progress.

"During the lifting of 
the end portion of one of 
the segments, the seg-
ment slipped from the 
launching machine and 
fell to the ground. Regret-
tably, one worker lost his 
life in the untoward inci-
dent," NHAI said in a late 
night statement.

NHAI expresses its 
deepest condolences to the 
bereaved family and said 
the next of kin of the de-
ceased worker shall be ap-
propriately compensated 
in accordance with the ap-
plicable norms.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Nearly 90 per 
cent of households located 
close to apple orchards in 
Kashmir have no buffer zone 
separating their homes from 
pesticide-treated land, ex-
posing residents to the risk 
of chemical drift, a new study 
has found.

The study, published in 
the International Journal of 
Social Impact, surveyed 509 
households across all 10 dis-
tricts of the Kashmir Valley 
and developed a composite 
Residential Proximity Index 
(RPI) to assess pesticide ex-
posure risks.

The index was based on six 
indicators, including distance 
from orchards, presence of 
buffer zones, pesticide stor-
age and disposal practices, 
awareness of pesticide toxic-
ity and health symptoms fol-
lowing spraying.

According to the findings, 
41.06 per cent of surveyed 
households were located 
within 200 metres of apple 
orchards, a distance the re-
searchers said significantly 
increases the likelihood of 
pesticide drift reaching resi-
dential areas. Further, 88.80 

per cent of homes had no 
intercepting buffer zone be-
tween orchards and residen-
tial spaces.

The study also found un-
safe pesticide handling prac-
tices among a large number 
of households. More than 70 
per cent reported disposing 
of pesticide packets, contain-
ers and leftovers through 
open dumping, largely near 
orchards, while 45.38 per 
cent stored pesticides within 
domestic living spaces.

Based on the composite 
RPI, around one-fourth of 
households were classified 
as high-risk, while more than 
half fell in the moderate-
risk category. Only a small 
proportion qualified as low-
risk, meaning nearly three-
fourths of the surveyed 
households were exposed to 
moderate-to-high pesticide-
related risks.

The researchers said 
55.01 per cent of respon-
dents reported experi-
encing health symptoms 
following pesticide spray-
ing, while 61.30 per cent 
had only low to moderate 
awareness of the health 
hazards associated with 
pesticide exposure.

Budgam Actor Rohullah Mehdi Arrested In Mumbai Drug Case
KO Web Desk

SRINAGAR: Actor and mod-
el Rohullah Mehdi, who 
hails from Budgam district 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
appeared alongside Bolly-
wood actor Shahid Kapoor 
in the film Deva, has been 
arrested by the Kashimira 
Police Crime Branch in con-
nection with an alleged 
drug trafficking case, po-
lice said.

According to Mira-
Bhayandar Police officials, 
the action followed a tip-
off about an alleged drug 
transaction involving Me-
hdi near the Dahisar Check 
Naka area.

Police said the informa-
tion indicated that Mehdi 
was allegedly coming to 
the area for a drug transac-
tion. Acting on the tip-off, 
officers from the Kashimira 
Police Station launched 
surveillance and subse-
quently laid a trap using a 
decoy customer.

Senior Police Inspector 
Rajendra Kamble formed a 

team to carry out the op-
eration and verify the in-
formation received by the 
police.

During the operation, 
Mehdi and another person 
were arrested, police said.

The Kashimira Police 
Crime Branch allegedly re-
covered 28 grams of MD 
from the accused. The 
seized substance has been 
valued at around Rs 5.60 
lakh, according to the police.

“Rohullah Mehdi and 
his associate were arrested 
with 28 grams of drugs,” 
the Mira-Bhayandar Police 

said.
Police also said that Me-

hdi has been named as the 
main accused in FIR No. 
437/2026 registered in con-
nection with the case.

The police statement 
said the Kashimira police 
had received information 
that Mehdi was allegedly 
coming to Dahisar Check 
Naka for drug trafficking. 
Following the information, 
a team was formed and 
surveillance and investiga-
tion were initiated.

The arrest is part of 
an ongoing investigation 

into a suspected narcotics 
network. Police are now 
probing the source of the 
seized substance, the al-
leged intended recipients 
and whether other persons 
were involved in the sus-
pected drug network.

Further investigation is 
underway.

Mehdi is known for his 
role in Deva, the Shahid 
Kapoor-starrer released in 
2025, in which he played 
the character Rohanj Bhai. 
He has also appeared in 
several web series and 
worked as a model.

According to police, Meh-
di is originally from Budgam 
district of Jammu and Kash-
mir and had been residing in 
Goregaon, Mumbai.

The arrest has brought 
attention to the Kashmir 
connection in the case, 
with police identifying Me-
hdi as a native of Budgam.

The allegations against 
Mehdi are subject to the 
outcome of the ongoing 
investigation and judicial 
proceedings. 
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

Hormuz for Sanctions Relief: Munir Carries US Offer to Tehran
Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Army 
chief Field Marshal Asim Mu-
nir conveyed a US proposal to 
Iranian leaders during his latest 
visit to Tehran, offering the lift-
ing of economic sanctions and 
the naval blockade in exchange 
for reopening the Strait of Hor-
muz and halting attacks by Iran-
aligned groups, according to a 
media report.

The proposal, attributed to a 
senior source cited by Al Arabiya 
English, was conveyed by Munir 
during a meeting with Mohsen 
Rezaei, secretary of Iran's Su-
preme National Security Council 
and representative of Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
The report described the meet-
ing as "clear and decisive".

The reported offer has not 
been independently confirmed 
by Washington or Tehran.

Munir also urged Iran to re-
sume implementation of the 
14-point Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) reached with 
the US in June and reportedly 
told Rezaei that both Washington 

and Tehran were responsible for 
disrupting the understandings 
reached under the agreement.

The Strait of Hormuz has 
emerged as the central flash-
point in the latest US-Iran 
confrontation, with shipping 
through the strategic waterway 
severely disrupted.

The reported proposal came 
as Munir concluded a day-long 
visit to Tehran on Monday, ac-
companied by Pakistan Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi, as Islam-
abad stepped up efforts to revive 
stalled US-Iran diplomacy.

Pakistan's military said the 
visit was part of Islamabad's ef-
forts to "end the stalemate" in 
the conflict and seek an endur-
ing and peaceful resolution.

The Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) said Munir held 
meetings with Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian, Rezaei, Par-
liament Speaker Mohammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf, Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi and Interior 
Minister Eskandar Momeni.

"Comprehensive discussions 
focused on measures to prevent 
further escalation, reopening 

of the Strait of Hormuz and ex-
pedited termination of the con-
flict," the ISPR said.

The discussions also covered 
regional peace and possible ave-
nues for a negotiated settlement, 
it said.

Iran insists US must honour 
commitments

Iranian officials, however, 
continued to accuse Washington 
of violating commitments under 
the June MoU.

Ghalibaf said Tehran re-
mained committed to imple-
menting the agreement but 
insisted that the US must first 
honour its obligations.

"The commitments of the 
parties in the Memorandum of 
Understanding are clear," he 
said, accusing Washington of 
breaching its commitments and 
undermining regional stability.

President Pezeshkian also told 
Munir that Washington needed 
to change its approach towards 
Tehran, warning that what he 
described as US "coercion and 
bullying" would hamper diplo-
matic progress.

Naqvi, meanwhile, said Paki-
stan and Iran had made "sig-
nificant progress" during dis-
cussions on the conflict and the 
possible restoration of the Islam-
abad-brokered understanding.

Trump-Munir contact before 
Tehran visit

Munir's mission followed a 
telephone conversation with 
US President Donald Trump last 
week, according to reports cit-
ing sources familiar with the 
call. The conversation report-
edly included discussions on 
Iran, though details were not 
disclosed.

The reported US proposal 
therefore adds another dimen-
sion to Pakistan's mediation 
effort, with Islamabad now at-
tempting to bridge positions 
between Washington and Teh-
ran while the Strait of Hormuz 
remains at the heart of the crisis.

The 55-km-wide waterway 
between Iran and Oman connects 
the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of 
Oman and is one of the world's 
most important energy corridors.

Before the conflict, roughly a 

fifth of global oil supplies passed 
through the waterway.

Pakistan has previously played 
a role in brokering ceasefire and 
diplomatic understandings be-
tween Iran and the US, but those 
efforts subsequently faltered as 
military tensions resumed.

The latest initiative comes 
amid an expanded US sanctions 
campaign against Iran. Washing-
ton has warned countries and 
companies against providing 
Tehran with economic lifelines, 
while Iran has threatened retalia-
tion against states that cooperate 
with the US pressure campaign.

For Islamabad, the Tehran 
mission represents its latest at-
tempt to reopen a diplomatic 
channel at a time when the con-
flict is disrupting energy mar-
kets and threatening to widen 
across the region.

The reported US offer, if con-
firmed, would put the reopening 
of Hormuz and an end to Iran-
linked attacks at the centre of a 
potential bargain: sanctions and 
blockade relief in return for re-
storing freedom of navigation and 
de-escalating the wider conflict.

Canada Hits Back at US With Tariffs as Trade War Escalates
Trump Floats ‘Lake 
America’ Amid 
Escalating Trade War
WASHINGTON: President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday that he is consid-
ering changing the name of Lake On-
tario to “Lake America” as the trade 
war between the United States and 
Canada intensifies.

Such a change would be reminis-
cent of the Republican president's 
unilateral action last year by execu-
tive order to rename the Gulf of Mexi-
co to the Gulf of America.

The United States and Canada are 
locked in a trade dispute, with Cana-
da expected to announce retaliatory 
measures Tuesday. That's in response 
to the Trump administration enact-
ing 50 per cent tariffs on $20 billion 
of Canadian goods over the weekend 
after talks between the countries 
broke down.

“The United States is giving seri-
ous consideration to changing the 
name of Lake Ontario to Lake America 
in that we don't expect to doing much 
business with Ontario any longer,” 
Trump said Tuesday on social media.

UN, Red Cross Urge Rules on 
‘Killer Robots’

SC Refuses to Reopen CBSE 
Class 12 Re-evaluation Portal
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday declined to 
direct the reopening of CBSE's 
portal for the re-evaluation of 
class 12 answer sheets for stu-
dents with complaints with 
the On-Screen Marking (OSM) 
system.

CBSE's OSM evaluation 
system is a digital grading 
method where teachers assess 
scanned copies of physical 
answer sheets on a computer 
instead of checking physical 
paper scripts.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant and 
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and 
V Mohana said the portal was 
opened for all candidates for a 
specified period and reopen-
ing could trigger fresh claims.

"Why should we direct 
them to open this window 
again for you? If you don't use 
the bus, you miss the bus. The 
window was open for every-
one for a specified period," the 

CJI said.
The counsel appearing for 

the petitioner submitted he was 
seeking only one week's time.

"The website crashed and 
many students could not ap-
ply for on-screen verification," 
he said.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for CBSE, 
told the apex court that 1.68 
lakh students successfully 
applied during the notified 
window.

The Delhi High Court has 
already dismissed a similar 
challenge, he said.

The top court was hearing 
a plea challenging the manner 
in which CBSE introduced the 
OSM system for evaluation of 
answer sheets.

It alleged that the intro-
duction of digital scanning 
resulted in several irregulari-
ties, including certain pages 
of answer sheets not being 
scanned, illegible scans and 
answers or pages not being 
evaluated.

AP 

GENEVA: The United Na-
tions and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
on Tuesday ratcheted up 
a joint call for countries 
to adopt bans and restric-
tions on use of autonomous 
weapons systems — often 
known as “killer robots” 
— warning that “the risks 
have intensified.”

Building on an initial ap-
peal three years ago and in-
ternational talks on the issue 
for years, the appeal stops 
short of calling for a blan-
ket ban, but notes that such 
weapons systems are be-
ing developed — though the 
UN and Red Cross haven't 
confirmed their use on the 
battlefield.

The organisations said, 
however, that civilians need 
to be protected for when that 
day may come.

“We are now dangerously 
close to crossing a moral red 

line: The autonomous target-
ing of humans by machines,” 
said UN Geneva spokesperson 
Alessandra Vellucci, read-
ing a joint statement by UN 
Secretary-General António 
Guterres and ICRC President 
Mirjana Spoljaric.

“Today, we renew this call 
with even greater urgency,” 
the statement said. “The fun-
damental concerns remain 
unchanged, but the risks have 
intensified.”

The two international or-
ganisations say the develop-
ment of weapons technology 
at “record speed” has strained 
the international rules sys-
tem, and widened the gap 
between technological ca-
pacities and regulatory con-
straints.

“Autonomous weapons 
systems are not part of a dis-
tant future — a race toward 
greater autonomy in weapons 
systems is already well un-
derway,” the joint statement 
said.

AP 

TORONTO: Canada struck back at 
the United States on Tuesday with 
retaliatory tariffs on about USD 20 
billion worth of American goods, in-
cluding steel, dairy products, appli-
ances and farm equipment, as the 
trade war between the once-friend-
ly neighbours escalated sharply.

The tension threatened one of 
the world's largest trading relation-
ships. The new tariffs extended well 
beyond industrial goods, hitting ev-
eryday purchases such as seafood, 
cheese, clothing, cosmetics and toi-
let paper, with some facing duties 
as high as 50 per cent.

Canada's retaliation came after 
the Trump administration imposed 
50 per cent tariffs over the weekend 
on Canadian goods following the 
collapse of trade negotiations.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark 
Carney accused Washington of try-
ing to subordinate Canada and said 
US demands during the failed talks 
showed that Americans wanted to 
“destroy our major industries".

President Donald Trump intensi-
fied the confrontation Monday, tell-
ing Canadian leaders to “fall in line” 
or face consequences “far WORSE” 

than existing tariffs and threatening 
new 50 per cent tariffs on Canadian 
vehicles, auto parts and steel.

Trump added another provocation 
Tuesday, saying the United States was 
giving “serious consideration” to re-
naming Lake Ontario “Lake America” 
in a feud with Ontario Premier Doug 
Ford. Such a change would be remi-
niscent of the Republican president's 
unilateral action last year by execu-
tive order to rename the Gulf of Mex-
ico to the Gulf of America.

The tariffs will take effect Sept 8 
at rates of 15 per cent, 25 per cent 
and 50 per cent, with Canada match-
ing the corresponding US tariff rate 
on more than 700 products such as 
pulp and paper and electronics.

The tariffs on many American 
products would double from 25 per 
cent to 50 per cent, with the largest 
share of the new measures affect-
ing steel and aluminum. Canadian 
officials said the goal is not to raise 
revenue but to protect Canadian 
companies and reduce US imports.

US steel imports, for example, 
have already fallen 30 per cent since 
Canada imposed a 25 per cent tar-
iff, and the new 50 per cent rate is 
expected to cut them further, Cana-
dian officials said.


