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J&K Power Bills Likely 
To Rise From Sept 1
JERC approves 6.83% average hike; revised  
rates to remain in force till March 2027

Tariff Hike Puts NC’s 
200-Unit Promise 
Under Spotlight
Opposition: traders oppose 
the move, saying it will 
burden consumers further

Rain Brings Brief 
Relief From Heat
Showers Likely In J&K 
Through August 28
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
is likely to witness intermit-
tent rain and thundershowers 
over the coming days, with the 
Meteorological Centre warning of 
possible flash floods, mudslides 
and landslides in vulnerable areas 
following intense showers.

The weather remained gener-
ally hot and humid across the 
Union Territory on Saturday, with 
scattered to many places receiving 
rain and thundershowers. Brief 
spells of intense rainfall were like-
ly at isolated places, particularly 
in parts of the Jammu division, 
mainly during the morning and af-
ternoon hours, the MeT said.

Srinagar recorded a maximum 
temperature of 32.2 degrees 
Celsius and a minimum of 20.6 
degrees, while Jammu recorded a 
maximum of 32.7 degrees and a 
minimum of 24.9 degrees.

Pahalgam recorded a maximum 
of 25.5 degrees Cwelsius and a 
minimum of 15.4 degrees, while 
Gulmarg remained the coolest 
among the stations with a maxi-
mum of 20.8 degrees and a mini-
mum of 11.4 degrees.

Qazigund recorded 30.4 degrees 
Celsius as the maximum and 18 
degrees as the minimum, Kupwara 
31 degrees and 17.9 degrees, and 
Kokernag 30.6 degrees and 17.6 
degrees.

Banihal recorded a maximum of 
28.4 degrees Celsius and a mini-
mum of 18.5 degrees, Batote 27.4 
degrees and 19 degrees, Katra 31 
degrees and 23.5 degrees, and 
Bhaderwah 29.6 degrees and 18 
degrees.

During the 24 hours ending 8:30 
am, Pahalgam received 1 mm of 
rainfall and Jammu 3.2 mm, while 
Srinagar recorded | More on P6

LG Meets PM Modi, Briefs Him On J&K Situation

‘Judicial Insensitivity’: HC On 

Child Custody Order
Questions Family Court’s authority to issue a search 

warrant to recover a five-year-old girl from her father

Fake J&K Bank Job Order 

Crime Branch Files Chargesheet

Cross-Border Terror Case

NIA Conducts Searches At 10 Locations In J&K

2019 Pulwama Attack Case

NIA Court Denies  
Bail To Accused
KO Web Desk

A special NIA court here has 
rejected the bail plea of 
Insha Jan, an accused in the 

2019 Pulwama suicide attack that 
killed 40 CRPF personnel, observ-
ing that there was sufficient mate-
rial on record to presume that 
the allegations against her were 
prima facie true.
In a 15-page order delivered on 
August 20, Special Judge Prem 
Sagar held that the statutory 
bar under Section 43-D(5) of the 
Unlawful Activities | More on P6

Observer News Service

The 6.83 per cent average hike 
in electricity tariff approved 
for Jammu and Kashmir has 

triggered criticism from opposi-
tion parties, an NC MP and the 
business community, with leaders 
accusing the government of fail-
ing to honour its 2024 election 

promise of providing 200 units of 
free electricity to households.
The revised tariff, approved by 
the Joint Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (JERC), will come into 
effect from September 1.
Leader of Opposition in the 
J&K Legislative Assembly Sunil 
Sharma described the hike as a 
“betrayal” of the | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Consumers 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
will have to pay more for 
electricity from September 
1 after the Joint Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(JERC) approved an aver-
age 6.83 per cent hike in 
power tariffs for the Union 
Territory.

In its tariff order for 
2026-27, the JERC approved 
an increase that is 1.83 
percentage points higher 
than the 5 per cent hike 
proposed separately by the 
Kashmir Power Distribution 
Corporation Limited 
(KPDCL) and Jammu Power 
Distribution Corporation 
Limited (JPDCL).

The revised tariff will 
come into effect from 

September 1, 2026, and 
will remain applicable 
until issuance of the next 
tariff order or until further 
orders of the Commission, 
unless amended, modified 
or extended earlier.

For metered domestic 
consumers, the energy 
charge has been fixed at 
₹2.45 per unit for con-
sumption up to 200 units, 

₹4.20 per unit for 201 to 
400 units and ₹4.60 per 
unit beyond 400 units. A 
fixed charge of ₹10 per kW 
per month will also apply.

The Commission has re-
tained concessional rates 
for BPL households and 
small agricultural consum-
ers. Eligible BPL consum-
ers using up to 30 units a 
month will pay ₹1.40 per 

unit, with a fixed charge 
of ₹5 per kW per month. 
Agricultural connections 
up to 20 HP will be charged 
₹1.05 per unit and a fixed 
charge of ₹23 per HP per 
month.

Commercial consumers 
will also face revised rates, 
with single-phase non-do-
mestic consumers paying 
₹3.75 per unit up to 200 units 
and ₹5.70 per unit thereafter, 
besides a fixed charge of ₹75 
per kW per month.

The JERC has approved a 
combined Annual Revenue 
Requirement of ₹10,275.72 
crore for KPDCL and JPDCL 
for 2026-27.

According to the order, 
revenue under the exist-
ing tariff was estimated at 
₹7,352.87 crore, while the 
revised tariff | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Manoj Sinha, on 
Saturday met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in New Delhi 
and briefed him on the over-
all situation in the Union 
Territory.

The meeting focused on 
various matters concerning 
Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing the prevailing situation 
and key issues related to the 
Union Territory.

During the meeting, the 
Lieutenant Governor ap-
prised the Prime Minister of 
the latest developments and 
the overall security, admin-
istrative and developmen-
tal scenario in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The meeting was held at 
New Delhi, with both leaders 
discussing matters of impor-
tance concerning the Union 
Territory.

Further details regarding 
the meeting were not imme-
diately available.

IIM Jammu  
Must Aim Among The 
World’s Best: LG

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Saturday called upon 
IIM Jammu to build a distinc-

tive academic identity and aim for 
global excellence as the institute 
marked its 10th anniversary.
Addressing the celebrations, Sinha 
said IIM Jammu | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The High Court 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh has flagged 
“legal shortcoming” and 
“insensitivity” on the part 
of a family court here for 
deploying police and is-
suing a search warrant 
to recover a five-year-old 
girl from her father.

Hearing a petition filed 
under Article 227 of the 
Constitution by Shadab 
Hussain Mir, a single bench 
of Justice Rahul Bharti 
observed that a father’s 
custody of his child “by 

no stretch of imagination 
could be illegal per se”.

The petitioner and re-
spondent had dissolved 
their marriage through 
a settlement agreement 
that granted custody of 
their minor daughter to 
the mother, subject to 

the condition that cus-
tody would revert to the 
father if she remarried.

After the mother re-
married, the father 
took the child into his 
care. The mother then 
approached the 4th 
Additional District Judge 
(Family Court), Srinagar.

On June 29, 2026, the 
Family Court ordered the 
SHO of Chanapora po-
lice station to execute a 
search warrant, recover 
the child and return her 
to the mother.

However, the High 
Court | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Economic Offences 
Wing (EOW) of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Crime Branch has filed 
a chargesheet against a “habitual 
offender” in a job fraud case, of-
ficials said on Saturday.

The chargesheet was filed 
against Abdul Majeed Mir, a 
resident of Lashtiyal Kalaroos in 
Kupwara district, before the court 
of the Chief Judicial Magistrate in 
FIR No. 18/2026 under various 
sections of the Ranbir Penal Code 
(RPC), they said.

According to the complaint, 
Mir allegedly cheated the com-
plainant of lakhs of rupees on the 
pretext of securing him a govern-
ment job.

In furtherance of the alleged 
deception, he also furnished the 
complainant with a forged ap-
pointment order purportedly is-
sued by the chairman and CEO of 
J&K Bank, officials said.

Following the complaint, a 
probe was ordered. During the 
investigation, the allegations 
were found to be supported by 
the facts and evidence collected, 
officials said.

The chargesheet was sub-
sequently presented be-
fore the court for judicial 
determination.

Officials said Mir has been in-
volved in 15 criminal cases across 
the Valley. He was arrested on 
July 18 and is currently lodged in 
Central Jail here. | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The National 
Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Saturday con-
ducted searches at 10 
locations across Jammu 
and Kashmir as part of its 
probe into a cross-border 
terror conspiracy involv-
ing Pakistan-based han-
dlers and a network of lo-
cal Over Ground Workers 
(OGWs), the agency said.

The searches were car-
ried out across Srinagar, 
Kupwara, Anantnag, 
Pulwama and Budgam 
to collect further docu-
mentary, digital and ma-
terial evidence linked to 

the alleged conspiracy 
and ascertain the roles 
of individuals associated 
with the local support 
network.

The case was initi-
ated following the ar-
rest of an alleged OGW 
linked to the proscribed 

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
during the late hours of 
March 31, 2026, at a naka 
point. A hand grenade 
and live ammunition 
were recovered from his 
possession, the NIA said.

During the investiga-
tion, Pakistani | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The mother's name in Matric Marks Card of my daughter bearing roll 
no: 132004205 has been written as Sakeena instead of Sheikh Sagina 
. Now I have applied for the correction of the same . If anybody has 
any objection in this regard he/she may file the same in the concerned 
office within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Raja Sameer Hussain S/o Gh Nabi Sheikh
R/o New Pulwama	 rkor

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Umer Mushtaq Muttoo, hereby give notice that the data submitted 
by me at the time of admission of my ward, Mehreen Umer, student of 
9th Class at Iqra Educational Institute, Bemina, Srinagar, contains an 
error in her mother’s name.
The details submitted are as under:
Name: Mehreen Umer	 Father’s Name: Umer Mushtaq Muttoo
Mother’s Name: UrooJa
The correct details are:
Name: Mehreen Umer	 Father’s Name: Umer Mushtaq Muttoo
Mother’s Name: Arooja Muttoo
It is requested that the necessary correction may kindly be carried out 
in the school records.
Any person having any objection to the proposed correction may 
communicate the same to the Chief Education Officer (CEO), Srinagar 
/ Principal, Iqra Educational Institute, Bemina, Srinagar, within seven 
(7) days from the date of publication of this notice.
Umer Mushtaq Muttoo
Parent/Applicant	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
it is hereby notified for the general public that my name has been 
wrongly recorded as Arif Majeed instead of Ariful Majid Bhat in my 
aadhaar card bearing number 6756 0050 9609.
i have applied for the correction/rectification of my name to Ariful 
Majid Bhat. any person having any objection regarding this correction 
may file it in writing before the concerned Aadhaar centre/authority 
within seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
Ariful Majid Bhat S/o Ab Majid Bhat
R/o Chitlora Rohama baramulla j&k 193301	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Nisar Ahmad Wani S/o Sonaullah Wani, R/o Takiya Batapora, Tehsil 
Kunzer, District Baramulla, do hereby declare that my daughter Asmat 
Jan was born at home on 18-10-2010. Her birth has not been registered 
in the office of the Registrar, Births & Deaths, Block Kunzer.
I intend to register her birth with the concerned authority for issuance 
of her Birth Certificate. Any person having any objection to the said 
registration may communicate the same to the Registrar, Births 
& Deaths, Block Kunzer, within seven (07) days from the date of 
publication of this notice.
In case of any false or incorrect information, I shall be personally 
responsible.
Nisar Ahmad Wani	 S/o Sonaullah Wani	 FKO
R/o Takiya Batapora, Tehsil Kunzer, District Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
The electricity connection with consumer id 0203010016115 with 
instalation no. 24948-R2 registered in the name of welfare wisher 
public school R/o gousia colony bemina to be transferred to Alameen 
first step  international  school chairman Mr imtiyaz ahmad wani S/o 
wali mohd  wani R/O Rawalpora if any person having any objectionin 
this regard may contact AEE sub div watalkadal with  in 7days

INFO

PUBLIC NOTICE
The electricity connection with consumer id 0203010026696 with 
instalation no.6120347475 registered  in the name of mst waheeda 
Rehman w/o shabir ahmad narwari R/o Ibrahim colony beminato be 
transferred to Mahmooda Banoo W/O Rajab Ali NRC bemina if any 
person having any objection may contact AEE sub div watalkadal with  
in seven days

INFO

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Nazir Ahmad Baba, son of Gulam Hussain Baba, resident of 
Shalhar, Dab, Ganderbal, hereby declare that my parentage has been 
incorrectly recorded in my Service Book.
In the Service Book, my father's name has been recorded as Ghulam 
Hassan Baba, whereas in all my educational certificates and other 
official documents, my father's name is correctly recorded as Gulam 
Hussain Baba. Therefore, my actual and correct parentage is:
Nazir Ahmad Baba
S/o Gulam Hussain Baba
R/o Shalhar, Dab, Ganderbal
Any person having any objection regarding the proposed correction of 
my father's name in the Service Book may submit the same before the 
concerned authorities within one week from the date of publication 
of this notice. After the expiry of the stipulated period, no objection 
shall be entertained.

Sd/
Nazir Ahmad Baba

S/o Gulam Hussain Baba
x	 R/o Shalhar, Dab, Ganderbal

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Hamid Ullah Sohil S/o Mohd Amir Sohil R/o Wagan Tehsil Banihal District 
Ramban J  and k employed as Head Constable in Jand k Police Department ID No 
931732 it is here by notified for information of all concerned that my date of birth 
has been wrongly recorded in my service records as 03 03 1973 which is incorrect 
while my actual date of birth is 30 07 1973 now I am applying for the date of 
birth correction if any one has any objection to the Proposed correction he/she 
may file an objection in writing with proof to office of the Commandant 23 JKAP 
IR Lethpora 192122 within 07 days from the date of publication of this notice 
No objection received after the expiry of the said period shall be entertained.
Hamid Ullah Sohil S/o Mohd Amir Sohil 
R/o Wagan Tehsil Banihal District Ramban	 x

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Birth Certificate of 
my Son the name is entered as HASHIM BIN ASHRAF  while  actual 
name is HASHIM BIN ASHRAF BHAT.  Now i want its correction, in 
this regard if anybody having any objection may contact EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BUDGAM with in a period of seven days. 
No objection shall be entertained after that.
MOHMMAD ASHRAF BHAT  
F/o HASHIM BIN ASHRAF BHAT  
R/o HARDU WAIL KHANSAHIB  BUDGAM 	 mcb
CELL. 7006798372

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Birth Certificate of 
my Son the name is entered as USMAN  while  actual name is USMAN 
AHMAD LONE.  Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody 
having any objection may contact EXECUTIVE OFFICER MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL BUDGAM with in a period of seven days. No objection shall 
be entertained after that.
SHAKEEL AHMAD LONE  
F/o USMAN AHMAD LONE  
R/o LAKHRIPORA BUDGAM 	 mcb
CELL. 7780899713

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of general public that a Handicrafts business establishment under the name & 
style M/s Kashmir Galerie at Baghwanpora Lal Bazar, Srinagar duly Registered with Directorate of 
Handicrafts & Handloom Kashmir under the Jammu & Kashmir Tourist Trade Act 1978, vide No. No. 
HD/DDQC/TTA/R/08 Dated 08.04.2026 under joint partnership of (1) Suhail Ahmad Wangnoo & (2) 
Mohammad Suhail Wangnoo both S/o Mohammad Sobra Wangnoo R/o Baghwanpora Lal Bazar, Sgr.
Whereas change in its constitution has to be taken in place due to one new partners namely (as partner 3) 
Mohammad Sobra Wangnoo S/O Ghulam Mohammad Wangnoo R/o Baghwanpora Lal Bazar Srinagar has 
been entered in the said business by virtue of partnership stands duly executed.
The necessary changes in the proprietorship of the said business establishment are to be incorporated in 
the Tourist Trade records maintained by Directorate of Handicrafts & Handloom Kashmir and issuance of 
joint registration certificate. Any person/s, Departments, Banks and Financial institutions having any 
objections regarding the matter may submit the same in the office of Deputy Director Quality Control 
Division solina Srinagar within a period of 7 days, the case will thereafter be processed under the relevant 
provisions of Jammu & Kashmir Tourist Trade Act 1978.

(1)   Suhail Ahmad Wangnoo
(2) Mohammad Suhail Wangnoo

Both Sons of Mohammad Sobra Wangnoo
Both R/o Baghwanpora Lal Bazar, Srinagar

Phone No 9596555554, 9796112345 Media Line Advt

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM 

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to the 
License No.JK-0420130019680  issued in favour of FAROOQ 
AHMAD GANIE  Parentage MOHAMMAD RAJAB GANIE	
Whereas an application has been recieved by one FAROOQ 
AHMAD GANIE  Parentage MOHAMMAD RAJAB GANIE  wherein 
he claimed that the Name  has been wrongly recorded in the 
records of Driving Licenses as FEOZ AHMAD GANIE Parentage 
MOHD RAJAB GANIE Which needs to be changed as FAROOQ 
AHMAD GANIE  Parentage MOHAMMAD RAJAB GANIE.
	 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any in this regard shal reach in 
written in the office of the   Assistant Regional Transport office  
Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of publication 
of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of stipulated 
time no objection will be entertained.
	 Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb 	 Budgam Kashmir

Scholarship Name 1: Reliance 
Foundation Postgraduate Schol-
arships 2026-27
Description:     The Reliance Foun-
dation Postgraduate Scholarships 
aim to enable and propel India’s 
future leaders who can think big, 
think green, and think digital for 
the benefit of society.
Eligibility:         Students who are 
enrolled in the first-year full-
time regular postgraduation pro-
grammes pursuing select future-
ready courses from Engineering, 
Technology, Energy and Life Sci-
ences
Must have secured 550 to 1,000 in 
the GATE examination, OR must 
have a CGPA of 7.5 or above in 
their undergraduate studies (or 
equivalent percentage normalised 
to CGPA) if the student has not at-
tempted GATE
Open to resident Indian citizens 
only
Prizes & Rewards:     
Up to INR 6,00,000 over the dura-
tion of the degree        
Last Date to Apply:     05-10-2026
Application mode:       Online ap-
plications only
Short Url:         www.b4s.in/observ-

er/RFS15
QR Code:        https://dle9eg0t055l3.
cloudfront.net/static/images/
scho-media/2026-271787032072.
png

Scholarship Name 2: Reliance 
Foundation Undergraduate 
Scholarships 2026-27

Description:     The Reliance Foun-
dation Undergraduate Scholar-
ships support meritorious stu-
dents from all corners of the 
country in pursuing their under-
graduate education. This empow-
ers them to continue their studies, 
become successful professionals, 
and realise their dreams, unlock-
ing their potential to uplift them-
selves and their communities and 
contribute towards India’s future 
socio-economic development.

Eligibility:         Students must be 
enrolled in the first year of a full-
time regular undergraduate (UG) 
degree in any stream at a recog-
nised Indian institute
Must have passed Class 12 with a 
minimum of 60% marks
The annual household income 

should be up to INR 15,00,000 per 
year (preference will be given to 
those students whose family in-
come is less than INR 2,50,000)
Open to resident Indian citizens 
only. An aptitude test is mandatory
Prizes & Rewards:     
Up to INR 2,00,000 over the dura-
tion of the degree
Last Date to Apply:     05-10-2026
Application mode:       Online ap-
plications only
Short Url:         www.b4s.in/observ-
er/RFS14
QR Code:https://dle9eg0t055l3.
cloudfront.net/static/images/scho-
media/2026-271787032064.png

Scholarship Name 3: Luxury Con-
nect Business School Scholarship 
Program 2026-27
Description:     The Luxury Con-
nect Business School Scholarship 

Program 2026-27 is an initiative 
by Luxury Connect Business School 
(LCBS) to support aspiring profes-
sionals planning to pursue careers 
in the luxury industry. Students ad-
mitted to the MBA in Luxury Brand 
Management or the Advanced 
Diploma in Luxury Retail Manage-
ment & Client Experience can re-
ceive tuition fee waivers for their 
studies at LCBS, making specialised 
luxury education more accessible.
Eligibility:         For an MBA in Lux-
ury Brand Management
Must have completed a bachelor's 
degree from a recognised univer-
sity/institution.
Final-year UG students may also 
apply, subject to LCBS admission 
norms and submission of final aca-
demic documents before enrolment.
Annual parental income from 
all sources must not exceed INR 
8,00,000.
For the Advanced Diploma in Lux-
ury Retail Management & Client 
Experience
Must have passed Class 12 or 
equivalent from a recognised 
board.
Must be a second-year/final-year 
UG student or a graduate.

Candidates with prior exposure to 
retail, hospitality, fashion, lifestyle, 
beauty, luxury sales, customer ser-
vice, or related sectors are encour-
aged to apply.
Annual parental income from 
all sources must not exceed INR 
8,00,000.
Prizes & Rewards: Tuition fee waiver 
up to INR 2,00,000 for MBA or up to 
INR 25,000 for Advanced Diploma, 
based on graduation percentage.
Note: Scholarships apply only to 
students who secure admission to 
the eligible LCBS program and ful-
fil all applicable eligibility criteria.
The maximum tuition fee waiver 
of up to INR 2,00,000 is applicable 
only for the Offline (Campus) MBA 
in Luxury Brand Management pro-
gram, where the course fee is INR 
9.5 lakh.
Last Date to Apply:     26-08-2026
Application mode:       Online ap-
plications only
Short Url:         www.b4s.in/observ-
er/LCBSSP2
QR Code:        https://dle9eg0t055l3.
cloudfront.net/static/images/
scho-media/luxury-connect-
business-school-scholarship-pro-
gram-2026-271784610098.png

Scholarships This Week
Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents 

scholarships available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE
The DOB of my daughter Hafsan Mushtaq Has been wrongly 
written in her school records as 21-08-2018 While her correct 
DOB is 21-08-2017 as Block Medical Officer Magam. Now I have 
applied for the correction of the same. If anybody has any ob-
jection in this regard he/she may file them in the office of the  
Model Educational Institute Utikoo Bangil  within seven days. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Mushtaq Ahamd Bhat 
F/o Hafsa Mushtaq 	 fko
R/o Tarhama Tehsil Karhama Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Gh. Nabi Mir S/o Gh. Rasool Mir R/o Andergam Pattan , have 
misplaced the number plate of my Bike bearing Registration 
No. JK05L 7416 while travelling from  Andergam To Sumbal And 
Sangrama

I am applying for a duplicate number plate from the concerned 
authorities. Any person having objection may contact the con-
cerned department within seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice.
Bike Owner : GH. NABI MIR
Vehicle Number Plate: JK05L 7416	 fko

UT GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR
LAND ACQUISITION PHE, I&FC DEPARTMENT SRINAGAR

FORM VI
Preliminary Notification

[See sub-rule (1) of Rule-25 and Section-11(1) of the Act-30/2013]

No. LAIF/108-17	 Date: 20-08-2026

Whereas it appears to the appropriate Government That a total of 1 Kanal 10.5 Marlas land is required in the Gantamulla 
Payeen, Village, Narway/Baramulla Tehsil and Baramulla District for public purpose, namely: LIS Gantamulla Stage 2nd 
under NABARD RIDF XXVII. As per the Indent placed to this Collectorate by the Chief Engineer PHE, I&FC, (HOD). Whereas 
social Impact Assessment study was carried out.
The Collector Land Acquisition PHE, I&FC is appointed as Administrator for the purpose of rehabilitation and resettlement 
of the affected families (if applicable). Therefore, it is notified that for the above said project in the village: Gantamulla 
Payeen Tehsil: Baramulla, District: Baramulla a piece of land measuring, 1 Kanal 10.5 Marlas, whose detailed description 
under acquisition is as follows:

Since the land is urgently required for the project falling within the purview of section 40(2), as such the notification 
under section 11(1) under the provisions of "The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition Reha-
bilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 is accordingly issued by this Collectorate.Place: 
SRINAGAR
Date: 20-08-2026

CollectorLand Acquisition PHE,  I&FC, 
Department Srinagar

DIPK-4891/26 
Dated: 22-08-2026
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4: 27

ZUHR	 12:35

ASR	 5: 17
Magrib	 7: 16                      
ISHA	 8: 41

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
9  Rabi-Ul-Awwal
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DPHQ Udhampur
	 Dated: - 21.08.2026
No: - CB/Look Out Notice/2026/ 56629-40

LOOK OUT NOTICE

As requested by Dy.SP Hqrs. Udhampur that on 17.08.2026 it was learnt from reliable sources at PP Roun Domail (P/S Udhampur) 
that one un-identified dead body of male person is found lying at Dudhar Nallah, railway track near Kali Mata Mandir under suspicious 
circumstances. In order to ascertain the actual cause of death of the deceased, an inquest proceeding U/S 194 BNSS has been initiated 
by PP Roun Domail (P/S Udhampur) vide DDR No. 17 dated 17.08.2026 and enquiry initiated. The dead body of the deceased is kept at 
mortuary room of GMC Udhampur for identification/post-mortem. The Photograph with descriptive roll of deceased is as under:-

DIPK-4879/26
dated: 22-08-2026

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

INDUSTRIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE TRAL
Email id: ghulamnabisha.8239@jk.gov.in Ph./Fax: 01933296293 web: www.ititral.com

Subject: Open Bid for the sale of walnut Crop (Standing) situated in the campus of Industrial Training Institute Tral, College Road Ba-
jwani Tral for the year 2026

Open Bid Notice
This is for the information of general public that an open bid for the sale of walnut crop(standing) for the year 2026 shall be held in the 
campus of Industrial Training Institute Tral on 27-08-2026 (Thursday) at 11:30 AM. The minimum reserve bid for the crop is fixed as Rs. 
20, 000/= (Rupees Twenty Thousand Only). The bidders shall have to deposit Rs: 2,000/= (Rupees two thousand only) in cash in ad-
vance as a security deposit/caution money which will be refunded to the concerned bidders soon after the bid is finalized. The successful 
bidder shall have to deposit the bid amount on the spot in one go. The bidder shall ensure that no damage to the trees happens while 
harvesting the crop. This Institution
shall bear no responsibility for watch and ward of the crop after the bid is finalized/crop
sold.
The intending bidders can visit the site before participating in the bid with proper
permission from the Institute authorities.

No: ITI/Tral/Estt/2026/157-59
DIPK-4870/26 
Dated 22-08-2026

(Er. G. N. Shah)
Superintendent

Industrial Training Institute
Tral Kashmir

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah said that educational in-
stitutions are not merely producing 
educated girls but are nurturing 
confident young women, whose 
confidence provides a strong assur-
ance that the future of Jammu and 
Kashmir is secure.

The Chief Minister was ad-
dressing the Annual Day function, 
titled ‘Clock Tower Cosmos’, or-
ganised by Presentation Convent 
Higher Secondary School, Rajbagh, 
Srinagar. The school is also com-
memorating 250 years of the Pre-
sentation Congregation and its own 
90-year legacy in Kashmir.

Former Chief Minister Dr Fa-
rooq Abdullah, MLA Zadibal Tan-
vir Sadiq, Provincial Leader-North 
India Sister Gleetus Rani, Principal 
Presentation Convent Higher Sec-
ondary School Mary Jarsi, faculty 
members, parents, students and 
other dignitaries attended the func-
tion.

Reflecting on the role of the in-
stitution in shaping generations of 
students, the Chief Minister said, 
“We are not just producing edu-
cated girls. We are producing con-
fident girls. And this confidence 
gives me the confidence that the 
future of Jammu and Kashmir will 
be secure.”

Recalling his association with 

the institution, the Chief Minister 
said he had started his schooling 
here as a kindergarten student 
nearly five decades ago, when the 
school was a co-education school. 
He remarked that this often comes 
as a surprise to many, as Presenta-
tion Convent in Kashmir has long 
been perceived as an institution 
that has been exclusively for girls.

Expressing happiness at re-
turning to his alma mater, Omar 
Abdullah said it was particularly 
heartening to witness the confi-
dence, talent and composure of the 
students today.

“Fifty years ago, I was a stu-
dent of this great institution,” he 
recalled.

The Chief Minister also ac-
knowledged the rich history of the 
Presentation Congregation and 
the institution, saying that the ide-
als with which the congregation 
was founded 250 years ago and the 
ethos that led to the establishment 
of Presentation Convent School in 
Srinagar continue to remain alive.

He said the school had trans-
formed over nine decades from 
being merely a school into a dis-
tinguished institution, with its rep-
utation reflected in the demand for 
admission.

“Presentation Convent Higher 
Secondary School is one of those 
institutions where people seek rec-
ommendations for admission. That 
is a testament to the success that 

Presentation Convent School has 
been able to attain in its 90 years of 
history here,” he said.

Recalling his school days, the 
Chief Minister fondly remembered 
the school grounds where students 
assembled and marched to music, 
besides recalling the teachers and 
Sisters who had led the institution 
over the years.

He said Presentation Convent 
has contributed significantly to so-
ciety by producing civil servants, 
doctors, police officers, engineers, 
business leaders, sportspersons and 
lawmakers.

The Chief Minister stressed 
that education must go beyond 
academic achievement and should 
encourage young people to think in-
dependently and speak up.

“We have to teach our children 
not just to follow, not just to obey, 
but to question, to ask, to demand,” 
he said.

Referring to the cultural per-
formances presented by the stu-
dents, Omar Abdullah said one of 
the most powerful messages of the 
evening came through a musical 
skit that questioned whether soci-
ety was truly equitable and fair to 
its daughters.

The skit highlighted several 
serious social issues concerning 
women and girls, including child 
marriage, acid attacks, female foeti-
cide, domestic violence, and gender 
based violence.

CM Omar Says Confidence in Our Girl 
Students Augurs Well for J&K’s Future
Attends Annual Day ‘The Clock Tower Cosmos’ 
function of Presentation Convent School Srinagar

Agencies

Srinagar: The annual journey 
of the holy Chhari Mubarak, the 
sacred mace of Lord Shiva, began 
from Srinagar on Saturday.

According to the details 
available with KNO, the Chhari 
Mubarak left Dashnami Akhara 
Building for Pahalgam, marking 
the final and spiritually signifi-
cant leg of the Amarnath Yatra.

The Chhari Mubarak was tak-
en out after traditional prayers and 
rituals at the Dashnami Akhara, 
with devotees and followers partici-
pating in the ceremonies as the sa-
cred mace embarked on its custom-
ary route towards the Holy Cave.

Custodian of Chhari 
Mubarak, Mahant Deependra 
Giri, said the sacred mace would 
reach Pahalgam on Saturday af-
ter symbolic prayers at tradition-
al stopovers along the route.

The Chhari Mubarak will 
halt at Chandanwari on Au-
gust 24 and Sheshnag on August 
25 before proceeding towards 
Panchtarni, where it will stay on 
the nights of August 26 and 27.

On August 28, coinciding 

with Raksha Bandhan, the sa-
cred mace will be taken to the 
Holy Amarnath Cave Shrine, 
nestled in Himalayas, and in-
stalled amid traditional prayers 
and Vedic chanting.

The rituals at the Holy Cave 
are associated with the age-old 
belief that Lord Shiva narrated 
the tale of immortality to Goddess 
Parvati at the sacred site. Follow-
ing the prayers and rituals at the 
cave, the Chhari Mubarak will re-
turn to Panchtarni on August 28 
for the night halt. On August 29, 
it will proceed back via Sheshnag 
and Chandanwari to Pahalgam.

The traditional journey 
will conclude on August 30 with 
prayers and the Visarjan cer-
emony of the Chhari Mubarak at 
Pahalgam, bringing the annual 
sacred pilgrimage to an end.

Pertinently, the Chhari 
Mubarak procession is a centu-
ries-old tradition and remains 
an important part of the annual 
Amarnath pilgrimage, with the 
sacred mace being carried to the 
holy cave shrine through the tra-
ditional route and religious cere-
monies performed along the way.

Final Leg of Amarnath Yatra 
Begins, Chhari Mubarak 
Leaves Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a significant step 
towards saving the lives of chil-
dren living with congenital heart 
disease, JK HOPE & HEALTH 
Foundation and KASHMER 
(Kashmiri American Society for 
Healthcare, Medical Education 
and Research) have announced 
a strategic collaboration to help 
children in need access timely, 
specialized cardiac care and life-
saving surgery.

At the heart of the partner-
ship is a shared commitment to 
ensuring that children who re-
quire cardiac surgery are iden-
tified for appropriate treatment 
and are supported in reaching 
the right medical care at the 
right time. The collaboration will 
focus particularly on children 
from families who may struggle 
to meet the medical and financial 
demands associated with com-
plex cardiac procedures.

For many children with 
congenital heart disease, timely 
surgery can make the difference 
between a life constrained by a 
serious cardiac condition and the 
opportunity to grow, learn and 
live a healthier life. Through this 
partnership, HOPE & HEALTH 
and KASHMER will work togeth-
er to facilitate access to appropri-
ate cardiac treatment and sup-
port deserving children through 
the surgical journey.

The collaboration will bring 
together the strengths of both or-
ganizations, including healthcare 
professionals, medical experts, 

community networks and philan-
thropic resources, to help bridge 
gaps between children in need 
and specialized cardiac services.

While life-saving cardiac 
care for children remains the im-
mediate and central focus of the 
collaboration, the partnership 
also opens the door to a wider en-
gagement in the areas that form 
an integral part of KASHMER’s 
mandate — particularly medical 
education, knowledge exchange 
and healthcare research. These 
areas will help create opportuni-
ties for professional collabora-
tion, sharing of expertise and a 
deeper understanding of health-
care challenges affecting commu-
nities in the region.

The initiative is grounded in 
the shared values of Care, Educate, 
Research and Serve, with a clear 
emphasis on translating compas-
sion and collective effort into tan-
gible outcomes for patients.

The partnership was for-
mally announced on August 22, 
2026, in Srinagar, marking the 
beginning of a joint effort to help 
more children receive the critical 
cardiac interventions they need 
and to build a broader platform 
for collaboration in healthcare, 
medical education and research.

For JK HOPE & HEALTH 
and KASHMER, the message is 
simple: when a child's life de-
pends on timely cardiac care, 
access to that care cannot wait. 
This collaboration seeks to turn 
that belief into action — one 
child, one surgery and one family 
at a time.

JK HOPE & HEALTH, KASHMER Join 
Hands for Children’s Cardiac Surgery

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Paras Health Srinagar will 
organise a free multi-speciality health 
camp today, offering people an oppor-
tunity to avail themselves of consulta-
tions with specialists, health screen-
ings and guidance on treatment and 
preventive healthcare.

The camp will bring together 
specialists from several depart-
ments, including oncology, cardiol-
ogy and cardiac surgery, while spe-
cial discounts will also be offered on 
investigations, officials said.

Addressing a press conference 
here, Medical Superintendent, Pa-
ras Health Srinagar, Dr Shafaad, 
said the initiative was aimed at im-
proving access to specialist health-

care and encouraging people to seek 
medical advice at an early stage.

“The initiative is aimed at im-
proving access to specialist health-
care and encouraging people to seek 
timely medical advice,” he said.

Dr Shafaad said the camp 
would provide health screening, 
treatment guidance and awareness 
services under one roof.

“This is a big camp and a great 
opportunity for people to meet spe-
cialists and avail themselves of this 
opportunity,” he said.

He said the hospital was also plac-
ing emphasis on awareness and early 
detection, particularly in cases where 
people delay seeking medical help or 
rely on over-the-counter medication.

“We urge people not to take 
over-the-counter medications. Con-

sult a specialist. You have tertiary 
care facilities available, and Paras 
Hospital is with you,” he said.

Dr Shafaad said Paras Health 
was seeking to expand its outreach 
beyond Srinagar and connect with 
patients living in far-flung areas 
through free medical services and 
regular outreach programmes.

“We want to expand our reach 
to patients, not only in Srinagar but 
in far-flung areas also, so that peo-
ple can come to us and we can help 
them with their problems,” he said.

He added that the hospital regu-
larly conducts outreach OPDs and 
health camps in different areas, or-
ganising around two camps every 
month, and would continue efforts 
to strengthen its engagement with 
people in remote regions.

Paras Health to Hold Free Multi-Speciality Health Camp Today

First Phase of 
Psy-STEM Project 
Completed at GCW 
M.A. Road
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The first phase of the Jammu 
& Kashmir Science, Technology and In-
novation Council (SREP 2025-26)-fund-
ed Psy-STEM Project, titled “Psychol-
ogy-Driven STEM Learning to Build 
Scientific Temper in the Border Villag-
es of Kashmir,” has been successfully 
completed at Government College for 
Women (GCW), M.A. Road, Srinagar.

The project, led by Dr. Eshrat Ara, 
Principal Investigator, GCW M.A. Road, 

in collaboration with Dr. Dinesh Kumar 
Rajendran, Co-Principal Investigator, 
NIT Srinagar, seeks to integrate psycho-
logical approaches with STEM education 
to promote scientific temper, creativity 
and problem-solving among students.

The first phase began with a 
three-day Master Training Pro-
gramme for 35 teachers, followed by 
three student-training batches in-
volving 165 students. 

•	 1441 - Holland & Hanzesteden sign cease fire treaty
•	 1514 - Battle of Chaldiran ended with a decisive 

victory for the Sultan Selim I, Ottoman Empire, over 
the Shah Ismail I, Safavids founder.Discovery

•	 1789  - French Revolution: The National Assembly 
proclaims freedom of religious opinions

•	 1799  - Napoleon leaves Egypt for France en route to 
seize power.

•	 1866  - Treaty of Prague ends Austro-Prussian war
•	 1911 - British Prime Minister H. H. Asquith holds 

secret meeting about British strategy in case of war 
with Germany

•	 1914  - Japan declares war on Germany in World War I
•	 1915  - Tsar Nicolaas II takes control of Russian Army
•	 1921  - Austria and the US formally end war; the 

US does the same with Germany on the 25th, and 
Hungary on the 29th

•	 1924 -  Mars' closest approach to Earth since 10th 
century

•	 1933 -  Mahatma Gandhi released from Indian jail 
following another hunger strike

•	 1939 -  Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union agree 
the Molotov-Ribbentrop non-aggression pact and 
secretly divide Poland between themselves, setting 
the stage for World War II

•	 1942 -  World War II: last cavalry charge in history 
takes place at Isbushenskij, Russia; the Italian 
Savoia Cavalleria charges Soviet infantry

•	 1943  - Red army recaptures Charkow
•	 1944 -  Allied troops capture Marseille, France
•	 1952 -  Arab League security pact goes into effect
•	 1960 - World's largest frog (3.3 kg) caught 

(Equatorial Guinea)
•	 1961  - US lunar probe Ranger 1 reaches 190 km from 

Earth, falls back
•	 1974  - Zaheer Abbas scores 240 Pakistan v England 

at The Cricket Oval
•	 1975  - Communists take over Laos
•	 1976 -  Heavy earthquake strikes China, 1,000s die
•	 1978 -  Iranian students occupies Iranian embassy at 

Wassenaar
•	 1982- Lebanese falangist leader Bechir Gemayel 

elected as president
•	 1982- USSR performs nuclear test at the 

Semipalatinsk Test Site in northeast Kazakhstan
•	 1985- Paul Hornung awarded $1,160,000 by a 

Louisville court against NCAA who barred him as a 
college football analyst for betting on games
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T
here is a type of ruin 
that comes from believ-
ing your own good inten-
tions are enough. 

Dostoevsky spent an entire 
novel tracing that ruin through 
Raskolnikov, a young man who 
convinces himself that extraor-
dinary purpose excuses an ordi-
nary mistakes. 

Kashmir’s political history 
holds a subtler but no less in-
structive version of the same sto-
ry, and its central figure is Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah, the leader 
who staked an entire region’s fu-
ture on the strength of his own 
conviction.

Raskolnikov’s theory was 
seductive in its simplicity. He be-
lieved certain men stand outside 
conventional morality when their 
purpose is large enough, and he 
tested that belief by murdering an 
old pawnbroker for money he told 
himself would serve a greater good. 

The guilt that followed proved 
impossible to outrun. 

His confession, delivered first 
to Sonya and later to the police, be-
came the only route back to some-
thing like a livable conscience.

Abdullah’s decision held a differ-
ent texture but a similar structure. 

He threw his weight behind 
Jammu and Kashmir’s accession 
to India in 1947, trusting his per-
sonal rapport with Jawaharlal Ne-
hru and a shared belief in secular 
governance to protect Kashmiri 
Muslims over the long run. 

Concrete, unalterable safe-
guards for the region’s autonomy 
weighed less with him than the 
strength of that relationship and 
his own sense of what history 
would allow. 

Pride played a part too, since 
consolidating his authority meant 
sidelining rivals like the Muslim 
Conference and the Maharaja 
along the way. 

Central authorities began 
eroding Article 370 soon after, and 
by 1953 Abdullah found himself ar-
rested by the state he had helped 
build, a consequence his earlier 
certainty had not accounted for.

What followed looked, on the 
surface, like redemption. 

The Big Landed Estates Abo-
lition Act of 1950, remembered lo-
cally as Land to the Tiller, trans-
ferred more than four and a half 
lakh acres from landlords to the 
peasants who worked them, with 
no compensation paid to the land-
lords who lost everything. 

It was genuine economic 
justice, delivered at a scale few 
Indian states attempted. But it 
also functioned as something 
closer to cover. 

A population grateful for 
land was a population less in-
clined to scrutinize how unset-
tled the legal footing of the ac-
cession itself had become. 

The reform earned Abdullah 
decades of popular loyalty even as 
the political ground beneath Kash-
mir kept shifting.

That loyalty could not settle 
the deeper account. 

Abdullah spent twenty-two 
years moving in and out of prison 
while leading the Plebiscite Front, 
known among Kashmiris as Ma-
haz-e-Rai-Shuri, pressing for the 

self-determination his own earlier 
choice had made harder to reach. 

Geopolitical reality proved un-
movable during those years, and 
by 1974 he accepted terms that bore 
little resemblance to the vision he 
had once held. 

The Indira-Sheikh Accord of 
that year functions as his confes-
sion, more restrained than Raskol-
nikov’s but no less final. 

He returned to power as Chief 
Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, a 
subordinate post within the Indian 
union, having once governed as 
Prime Minister of a state that con-
sidered itself autonomous.

Raskolnikov’s punishment 
ended in Siberian exile, a physical 
distance that matched his moral 
one. Abdullah’s punishment took a 

subtler form, a diminished chair in 
a system he had once hoped to keep 
at arm’s length. 

Both men discovered that a 
grand theory, however sincerely 
held, eventually meets a bill some-
one has to pay.

The comparison breaks down 
at one crucial point, and it is worth 
sitting with. 

Raskolnikov’s act cost a single 
life, while Abdullah’s decision 
helped set in motion decades of in-
stability that Kashmir still lives in-
side today, a cycle of promise and 
disappointment that has outlasted 
the man who set it running. 

Land to the Tiller did leave a 
lasting legacy, as rural poverty in 
Jammu and Kashmir stayed lower 
than in much of India for genera-
tions, but land reform could never 
replace constitutional safeguards, 
and the popularity Abdullah 
gained from it could only hide the 
deeper political loss for so long.

Leaders throughout the devel-
oping world keep repeating some 
version of Abdullah’s act, mistaking 
personal conviction for institutional 
safeguard and treating good inten-
tions as sufficient protection against 
a future they cannot control. 

His story, set beside Dosto-
evsky’s, leaves behind a lesson 
that has outlived them both. 

Certainty without structure 
tends to collapse eventually, and 
when it does, the people who trust-
ed that certainty are usually the 
ones left holding what remains.

— 
The author is a Srinagar-

based activist and can 
be reached at 

mirzagazanfarali@gmail.com.

The Trouble With Grand Ideas
Dostoevsky’s fictional figure and Kashmir’s most consequential political 

leader share a troubling lesson about the limits of certainty.

Mirza Gazanfar Ali

Raskolnikov’s 
punishment ended 
in Siberian exile, a 
physical distance that 
matched his moral one. 
Abdullah’s punishment 
took a subtler form, 
a diminished chair in 
a system he had once 
hoped to keep at arm’s 
length. 

Girdhari Lal Raina

T
he anger among Jammu and Kash-
mir’s unemployed youth has reached 
a point where the government can 
no longer answer questions about 

recruitment with political dismissals. 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah lately 

described allegations of corruption in re-
cruitment process as “baseless,” while the 
BJP has taken the issue to the streets. 

The central question, however, lies be-
yond party politics: was merit followed in 
recent recruitment, or did influence enter 
the process?

That question calls for an impartial 
investigation. 

A probe would give the government 
a chance to establish the integrity of its 
recruitment system and give applicants 
a credible account of what happened. 

If the allegations prove false, the 
findings can settle the dispute. But if in-
vestigators uncover wrongdoing, those 
responsible can face the law. 

A government confident about its pro-
cess should welcome such scrutiny rather 
than treat questions as an attack on its au-
thority.

The allegations extend beyond one 
selection exercise. They concern recruit-
ment procedures, outsourcing of jobs and 
the apparent conflict of interest surround-
ing recent appointments under the sports 
category. 

These issues strike directly at young peo-
ple whose education and professional hopes 
depend heavily on public employment. 

Recruitment holds an unusual public 
responsibility because a disputed selection 
can affect careers, families and confidence 
in institutions for years.

Omar Abdullah has argued that he 
does not directly control the police or in-
vestigative agencies. That distinction may 

have constitutional significance, though it 
does not remove his responsibility as head 
of the government. 

He can recommend an appropriate 
investigation and place its findings before 
the public. Political leadership begins with 
answering legitimate questions about the 
administration it heads.

The Chief Minister’s own record makes 
the present debate especially sensitive. 

The 2012 Jammu Kashmir Common 
Entrance Test scandal involved the leak-
age and sale of medical entrance papers 
and illegal admissions to MBBS courses 
during Abdullah’s tenure as chief minis-
ter. The case later resulted in convictions. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Cricket As-
sociation case has also remained subject to 
investigation or judicial consideration. 

Such episodes give the public ample 
reason to expect institutional scrutiny 
whenever serious allegations surface.

Abdullah has also argued that po-
litical allegations should follow a formal 
complaint, registration of a case and in-
vestigation. That principle needs consis-
tent application. 

Chief Minister himself publicly ac-
cused legislators of horse-trading without 
waiting for a preliminary FIR before mak-
ing those allegations. 

A standard that permits political accu-
sations from the chief minister should also 
permit political opponents to raise con-
cerns about his government, provided the 
allegations then face proper investigation.

The government’s five-year mandate 
creates another issue. 

An electoral mandate gives a govern-
ment time to govern, while accountability be-
gins on the day that mandate is received. The 
National Conference manifesto promised to 
fill one lakh posts within one month of form-
ing the government and introduce an Em-
ployment Act within three months. Those 
were specific commitments made to voters. 

Abdullah has since suggested that is-
suing an election manifesto was a mistake 
while also invoking the five-year term as 
the period available to fulfil its promises. 
The contradiction needs a clear explanation.

Young people in Jammu and Kashmir 
are watching this exchange closely. They 
have little patience for arguments that 
turn questions about jobs into a contest 
between the BJP and the National Confer-
ence. Their concern is simpler: whether 
merit governs access to employment and 
whether institutions protect that principle.

The government can settle much of 
this dispute through one decision. 

Order an impartial probe, publish its 
findings and act on them. 

Political rhetoric can prolong an argu-
ment, while evidence can resolve it. 

Jammu and Kashmir’s youth have asked 
a direct question about their future. The gov-
ernment should answer with evidence.

— 
The author is a former member 

of the Legislative Council of Jammu and 
Kashmir and spokesperson of BJP JK-UT. 

He can be reached at 
giridharraina@gmail.com.

Jobs at Stake
Allegations over jobs have exposed a larger test of Omar 

Abdullah’s government: whether public confidence will rest on 
political assurances or an impartial examination of the facts.

Omkar Dattatray

S
ergio Gor arrived in Jammu and Kashmir 
on August 19 as a diplomat, and left behind 
a political argument. 

The U.S. ambassador to India came to 
meet Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, inspect the 
security apparatus and visit a region that senior 
American officials have largely avoided for decades. 

His description of Jammu and Kashmir as an im-
portant part of India triggered a swift response from 
Islamabad, which summoned the American charge 
d’affaires and lodged a formal protest within hours.

Pakistan’s reaction revealed the significance 
of the visit. 

Islamabad has spent decades presenting 
Kashmir as an international dispute whose final 
status remains open. Its diplomatic campaign at 
the United Nations depends heavily on keeping 
foreign governments engaged with Kashmir as 
unfinished business. 

Gor’s visit presented a different picture. 
He sat with an elected chief minister and 

discussed tourism, education and economic co-
operation as practical questions of governance 
and development.

That distinction has real consequences. 
Kashmir’s political status can remain a sub-

ject of disagreement between governments while 
the daily reality of administration moves in an-
other direction. 

Elections, public institutions, infrastructure 
projects, tourism and foreign engagement create 
their own evidence about how a place functions. 

Gor’s presence in Srinagar placed that evi-
dence before an influential foreign government 
in a way that diplomatic statements from New 
Delhi rarely can.

His comments on security added anoth-
er dimension. 

Gor credited New Delhi and the local ad-
ministration with progress in stabilizing the 
region and raised the possibility that Washing-
ton could ease its long-standing travel advisory 
for Jammu and Kashmir. 

Such an adjustment would reach well beyond 

diplomatic language. 
Travel advisories influence airline decisions, 

insurance calculations, foreign investment and 
the choices made by tourists. 

A more favourable American assessment 
could encourage hotel bookings, business delega-
tions and institutional visits that have remained 
limited since the insurgency of the 1990s.

Pakistan understands that practical change 
can weaken a political narrative. 

A Kashmir presented primarily through vio-
lence leaves little room for tourism, investment, 
education or international business. An Ameri-
can ambassador praising its scenery, discussing 
economic cooperation and assessing its security 
situation presents a more complicated reality. 

Tourists filling hotels, students attending 
colleges and elected officials meeting foreign dip-
lomats give substance to that alternative picture.

The episode still falls short of an American 
policy shift. 

Washington has issued no new policy paper 
on Kashmir, and one ambassador’s words cannot 
erase decades of diplomatic caution. 

Gor’s visit, however, deserves attention pre-
cisely because of its setting. 

He spoke in Srinagar during an official trip 
that also took him to Ladakh, placing Jammu and 
Kashmir within a broader American interest in 
South and Central Asian stability.

India should also resist the temptation to treat 
Gor’s remarks as foreign validation. New Delhi’s 
position ultimately stands on its own record. 

Elections, infrastructure investment, securi-
ty conditions, employment and economic growth 
will carry far greater weight over time than a vis-
iting diplomat’s sentence. 

Foreign recognition can strengthen an exist-
ing reality, but it cannot create one.

The stakes are more immediate for Kashmiris 
than the diplomatic exchange suggests. 

Three decades of militancy, curfews and con-
flict-focused international coverage have left deep 
political and economic scars. A senior American 
official speaking about tourism, education, invest-
ment and improved security introduces a differ-
ent vocabulary into the conversation. 

That shift will gain credibility only if daily 
life continues moving toward opportunity.

 The author is a columnist, social and KP 
activist, and freelancer. He can be reached at 

onkoul2019@gmail.com.

The Diplomatic Din
Washington has not rewritten its Kashmir policy, but Gor’s 

visit suggests that security and economic realities are 
gaining greater weight in America’s view of the region.

The allegations 
extend beyond one 
selection exercise. They 
concern recruitment 
procedures, outsourcing 
of jobs and the apparent 
conflict of interest 
surrounding recent 
appointments under the 
sports category. 
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To a boy in the 
sixth standard, 
it was my little 
helicopter. To me 
today, it is a memory 
of a Kashmir where 
childhood still had 
room to roam.

THE OLD BARBER’S WORK EXTENDED 
BEYOND CIRCUMCISION. A newborn’s first 

ceremonial head-shaving, known as Zurr Kasun or Zurr 
u Kasney, was another important occasion. Families 
called the barber to perform the shave, and households 
with greater means marked the event with special food 
and family gatherings.

A Rooster Under the 

Kashmiri Barber’s Basket
An old Kashmiri circumcision ritual captures the ingenuity, intimacy and social importance of a 

profession that has nearly vanished.

Syed Nissar H Gilani

A woven willow basket, a fright-
ened rooster beneath it, and a 
sharpened blade once formed 

an unlikely medical arrangement in 
Kashmir.

Before hospitals and local anaes-
thesia became commonplace, the 
village barber performed circumci-
sion on infants using a method that 
now sounds almost surreal.

The child rested over a Kani 
Phout, while a rooster beneath the 
basket startled and fluttered when 
the procedure began.

Its cries distracted the child and 
covered some of the distress.

The bird, along with the basket in 
some families, became part of the 
barber’s payment, accompanied by 
a small cash called Nazarana.

The scene tells us something 
larger than the ingenuity of an old 
procedure.

The Kashmiri Nai was once woven 
into the intimate life of a commu-
nity. He cut hair, shaved heads, per-
formed circumcisions and appeared 
at births, marriages and other fami-
ly ceremonies. His work belonged as 
much to social life as to grooming.

The disappearance of that figure 
therefore marks a social change, 
rather than simply an occupational 
one.

Human grooming itself began as 
practical survival.

Stone Age people used flint, ob-
sidian and sharp fragments of stone 
to cut hair that could obstruct vi-
sion, catch in vegetation or har-
bour parasites. Some used burning 

embers to singe it.
Metalworking later turned 

grooming into a more developed 
practice. Ancient Egyptians used 
bronze razors and early shears, 
while Roman barbers eventually 
worked in public tonstrinae, where 
haircuts and shaving mixed with 
news and views.

South Asia and the Middle East 
gave the barber an even deeper so-
cial role.

Kashmir developed its own ver-
sion of that institution, one that 
became particularly important as 
Islam took root in the valley.

Formal histories record the work 
of scholars and Sufi saints such as 
Mir Syed Ali Hamdani, known as 
Amir-e-Kabir, during the period 
when large numbers of Kashmiris 
embraced Islam. They tell us much 
less about the practical work that 
followed mass conversion.

Circumcision, or Khutna, became 
part of Muslim life, although the 
early local history of the practice re-
mains poorly documented.

One plausible possibility is that 
barbers travelled among the learned 
men, artisans and craftspeople as-
sociated with Amir-e-Kabir and his 
wider cultural movement.

Such barbers could have per-
formed circumcisions and taught 
local men the technique.

The record remains incomplete, 
and that gap itself reveals how 
much social history survives out-
side formal chronicles.

The old barber’s work extended 
beyond circumcision. A newborn’s 
first ceremonial head-shaving, 
known as Zurr Kasun or Zurr u 
Kasney, was another important 
occasion.

Families called the barber to 
perform the shave, and households 
with greater means marked the 
event with special food and family 
gatherings.

Circumcision held an even larger 
celebration. After the procedure, the 
boy wore new clothes and a turban 
and was presented as the Khatan 
Haji Mahraaz, the circumcised 

groom.
Women from the family and 

neighbourhood gathered to sing 
Wunwun, turning an uncomfort-
able medical procedure into a com-
munal ceremony.

Families with modest means 

served steamed rice and local 
dishes. Wealthier households could 
host a full Wazwan for relatives and 
neighbours.

Medicine eventually changed this 
cultural scene, as hospitals, pae-
diatric clinics and first-aid centres 

started performing circumcision 
with sterile equipment and local 
anaesthesia.

The old home procedure has 
largely disappeared, and with it 
went a particular type of social 
theatre.

The change brought obvious 
medical advantages, while also 
moving a once communal practice 
into the clinical sphere.

The more complicated story con-
cerns the barber himself.

Social stigma pushed many 
Kashmiri barbers to see their occu-
pation as a mark of low status. Some 
families left the profession altogeth-
er. Some even changed the surname 
Nayee to Hakim, seeking the social 
prestige associated with medicine.

The irony runs deep because 
Islamic teaching places human be-
ings on an equal social footing and 
rejects hereditary hierarchies of 
status.

Once local barbers began leaving 
the occupation, the valley still had 
customers who needed haircuts 
and grooming. Workers from other 
Indian states filled the void.

Their presence helped create the 
modern culture of unisex salons 
and beauty parlours now common 
in Kashmiri towns and cities.

These establishments belong to a 
different social economy, with new 
styles, services and expectations.

But something important was lost 
along the way.

The old barber knew families over 
generations. His leather pouch, his 
blades, his wicker basket and his 
presence at ceremonies placed him 
inside the ordinary architecture 
of community life. His occupation 
connected bodily care with kinship, 
celebration and custom.

Kashmiri barber therefore be-
longs to a history larger than hair.

The Nai stood beside the family 
at some of its most intimate thresh-
olds, sometimes with a blade in his 
hand and a rooster beneath a basket.

That strange old arrangement has 
vanished, while the memory of the 
man who performed it still lies in-
side Kashmir’s social history, wait-
ing to be remembered.

— The author is a former civil 

servant from the administrative 

services. He can be reached at 

nisargilani57748@gmail.com.

The Kashmir I Knew Had a Red Atlas
A boy’s first bicycle brings back a world of clay piggy banks, Lambretta rides, orchard lanes and hard-earned freedom.

Syed Majid Gilani

Somewhere in my childhood, a 
red Atlas bicycle became my first 
lesson in what Kashmir could 

give a child.
It gave me movement, responsibil-

ity and a sense of freedom.
Looking back, I also see something 

larger in that bicycle: a vanished ver-
sion of Lalbazar, where orchard land 
remained open, traffic stayed sparse 
and children could ride through the 
streets without the city pressing in 
on them.

I was in the sixth standard when I 
began asking for a proper bicycle. My 
father had already bought me small 
tricycles and bicycles, and I had spent 
countless hours riding them. The 
next step seemed obvious to me.

I wanted a big bicycle, even though 
I had yet to learn how to balance one 
or set it moving.

I saved for it in the only way a child 
could. I had a small clay piggy bank, 
and coins gradually found their way 
into it.

One morning I took it to my grand-
father, whom we called Abaji, and 
asked him to let me break it. He 
could have bought the bicycle him-
self. Instead, he let me use what I had 
saved.

Abaji picked up a small hammer. 
The clay broke, and coins and notes 
scattered around us.

I sorted the 10, 20, 25 and 50-pai-
sa coins, along with the one-rupee 
coins, into little piles while Abaji 
counted the notes. The total came to 
about Rs 250.

That sum thrilled me because it 
represented patience in a form a child 
could understand. I had put aside 
small amounts until they became 
something substantial.

Abaji then took me by local bus 
towards a bicycle shop near Neelam 
Cinema. I still remember the cinema 

hoardings and the big shop opposite 
them. It may have been Haji Amir Joo 
& Sons, though the name has faded 
from my memory.

The bicycle I chose was a medium-
sized red Atlas. Its price was around 
Rs 850. My Rs 250 went into the pur-
chase, and Abaji paid the remaining 
Rs 600.

Afterwards, he took me to a tea 
shop near his old office at Shaali 
Store, now occupied by the Food, 
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs 

department. We ate samosas and 
drank tea. He also bought me a lock.

That lock seems almost symbolic 
now. I had received something valu-
able, and I had to look after it.

A bigger challenge waited outside 
the shop. I had a bicycle, while the art 
of riding remained ahead of me.

Abaji held the handle and walked 
beside me as we made our way 
through the Eidgah side towards our 
home in Lalbazar. Somewhere on 
that journey, he bought me a pista 

ice-cream bar for Rs 2, an extrava-
gance for a child in those days.

When I reached home, I felt as if I 
had acquired a helicopter.

Papa had returned from work, and 
I told him proudly that he had always 
taken me around on his Lambretta 
scooter, while I could now go wher-
ever I wanted on my own bicycle. He 
laughed and hugged me.

Within two or three days, my 
younger sister Yasmeen and I had 
learned to ride properly. The falls 
came soon enough. Cuts, bruises and 
blood became part of the education.

We got up, wiped ourselves and 
climbed back on.

That was how childhood taught us. 
A puncture meant attention, a loose 
chain called for repair, and broken 
brakes brought a scolding.

Parents paid for the repairs, and we 
learned to take better care of what 
we owned. The lesson came through 
experience.

That was part of the Kashmir I re-
member. Childhood was tied closely 
to family, money, streets and simple 
things we learned to protect. A bi-
cycle gave us responsibility and free-
dom at the same time.

The red Atlas is gone now, so is 
its little lock. The orchards around 
Lalbazar have disappeared, and the 
streets where we rode have changed.

Still, I remember the Rs 250 I 
saved, Abaji’s Rs 600, Papa’s laughter, 
Yasmeen riding beside me, the samo-
sas, the pista ice cream, the falls and 
the repairs. They all belong to that 
red bicycle.

To a boy in the sixth standard, it 
was my little helicopter. To me today, 
it is a memory of a Kashmir where 
childhood still had room to roam.

— The author is a government of-

ficer by profession and a storyteller 

by passion. He can be reached at 

syedmajid6676@gmail.com.



06NEWS SRINAGAR | SUNDAY | 23.08.2026

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

https://www.youtube.
com/c/kobserver

VISIT

OR SCAN

29
th

The methods used to consume news have changed over time from newspapers, to television, to the 
Internet on our computers to carrying the news around with us 24/7 on smartphones in our pockets.
Kashmir Observer, with 29 years of experience in news gathering is now available 24x7 on all digital 

platforms like laptops, cell phones or via Bluetooth on your smart TV’s across the world.
Kashmir Observer is a one stop information bank for you. Watch live debates, talk shows and 

documentaries on critical issues facing Kashmir on KO youtube channel.

J&K Power Bills
is expected to raise revenue to ₹7,854.94 

crore.
The Commission said a revenue gap of 

₹2,922.85 crore remained under the existing 
tariff structure. Of this, ₹2,420.78 crore is to be 
met through government subsidy and grant-in-
aid, leaving a gap of around ₹502 crore.

The JERC said the government’s financial sup-
port had helped contain the impact on consum-
ers. It noted that meeting the entire revenue gap 
through tariff alone would have required a hike 
of around 40 per cent, which would have result-
ed in a “tariff shock”.

The revised order also covers industrial 
consumers, EV charging stations, government 
departments, railway traction, bulk supply 
and temporary connections. The Green Power 
Tariff has been retained at ₹0.50 per kWh 
over and above the applicable category tariff.

The Commission has also approved the 
Business Plan and Multi-Year Tariff framework 
for KPDCL and JPDCL for 2026-27 to 2028-29.

The JERC directed KPDCL and JPDCL to take 
immediate steps for implementation of the re-
vised tariff order.

Tariff Hike Puts
people, saying the National Conference had 

sought votes on the promise of providing 200 
units of free electricity to every household.

“The NC government promised 200 units of 
free electricity to every household. But instead 
of fulfilling that commitment, people are now 
facing an increase in electricity tariffs. This is 
not relief; it is a betrayal of the trust placed in 
the government,” Sharma said.

He said the increase would add to the burden 
on families already dealing with inflation and 
rising household expenses. Sharma said the BJP 
would continue to raise the issue and hold the 
NC-led government accountable for its election 
commitments.

Peoples Conference president Sajad Gani Lone 
also termed the tariff revision a “shock”, partic-
ularly for consumers who had been promised 
200 units of free electricity.

Lone said in a post on X that nearly two years 
had passed since the Assembly elections but 
consumers had not received any benefit under 
the free-power promise.

He further alleged that the government had 
increased the load in non-metered areas, result-
ing in higher monthly electricity bills.

NC Lok Sabha MP Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi 
also criticised the hike, saying it contradicted 
the promises made by the party ahead of the 
elections.

Ruhullah referred to Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah’s earlier remarks on electricity meters 
and questioned the decision to raise tariffs in-
stead of providing the promised 200 free units.

PDP MLA from Pulwama Waheed Ur Rehman 
Parra said the hike came at a time when unem-
ployment and inflation were already putting 
pressure on ordinary families.

“At a time when unemployment is at a peak, 
inflation is biting hard and ordinary families are 
struggling to make ends meet, the government 
has imposed a 6.83 per cent power tariff hike,” 
Parra said in a post on X.

He also questioned the NC government over 
its election promises of 200 units of free elec-
tricity, free gas and free ration.

Apni Party president Altaf Bukhari said the 
tariff hike would further burden people already 
facing economic difficulties.

Meanwhile, the Kashmir Trade Alliance (KTA) 
opposed the increase, warning that higher elec-
tricity costs could put additional pressure on 
traders and businesses.

The traders’ body said the hike could have 
wider economic repercussions for the business 
community, which is already facing rising op-
erational costs.

The JERC has approved an average 6.83 per 
cent increase in retail electricity tariffs for the 
Jammu Power Distribution Corporation Limited 
and Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation 
Limited for 2026-27. The revised rates will re-
main applicable from September 1, 2026, to 
March 31, 2027.

IIM Jammu 
had come a long way from its modest 

beginnings with 56 students on a temporary 
campus on Canal Road a decade ago to becom-
ing a nationally recognised and internationally 
engaged management institution.

“A decade ago, IIM Jammu began with 56 stu-
dents and a temporary campus on Canal Road. 
Today, it stands among India's most dynamic, 
internationally engaged business schools,” he 
said.

The Lieutenant Governor said the next de-
cade should be driven by the same ambition and 
urged the institute to develop its own academic 
strengths instead of merely replicating models 
followed by established global business schools.

He called for greater emphasis on case studies 
rooted in Indian enterprise, particularly the lo-
gistical and entrepreneurial challenges specific 
to Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

Sinha also stressed the need for experiential 
learning, saying every student should undertake 
a tangible project before graduation through en-
trepreneurship initiatives, policy challenges or 
engagement with local businesses.

“Real examinations take place in corporate 
boardrooms, markets and in life itself, where 
the data is often incomplete, stakeholders have 
differing opinions and there is no teacher to pro-
vide readymade answers,” he said.

He urged IIM Jammu to focus its research on 
border economies, sustainable development 
and frontier entrepreneurship, areas where he 
said the institute was uniquely positioned to 
contribute.

“IIM Jammu must ask itself what can be done 
in the fields of administration, sustainable de-
velopment and entrepreneurship in the econo-
mies of border areas,” Sinha said.

He also called for placements to be viewed 
as a nation-building exercise, expressing hope 
that IIM Jammu graduates would go on to re-
shape major companies and establish leading 
enterprises.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted the in-
stitute’s academic and research growth, noting 
that it is now the fifth IIM in the country to hold 
both AMBA and EFMD accreditation and has 
developed academic partnerships with institu-
tions across several countries.

He said the institute’s research output had 
grown from two published papers in 2017 to 
nearly 350 this year.

Sinha credited the faculty, Board of Governors 
and Director Professor B.S. Sahay for the insti-
tute’s growth and said its achievements could 
serve as a model for other business schools.

“Great institutions are great because, when 
the nation faces difficult questions, it looks to 
them for answers,” he said.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor re-
leased seven coffee-table books of IIM Jammu.

Padma Shri Dr Milind Pralhad Kamble, 
Chairman, Board of Governors, IIM Jammu, 
former BoG chairman Sriram Dandekar, BoG 
member Anand Kripalu, Director Prof B.S. Sahay, 
Operating Partner at Advent International S 
Shivakumar, vice chancellors of various uni-
versities, faculty members, students and senior 
civil and police officials were present.

‘Judicial Insensitivity
observed that the petitioner was acting as a 

concerned father under a mutually agreed writ-
ten compromise dated January 25, 2025.

The agreement stipulated that custody would 
switch to the father if the mother remarried. 
Following the respondent’s recent remarriage, 
the father’s custody could not be prima facie 
branded as wrongful confinement or illegal cus-
tody, the court said.

Justice Bharti criticised the lower court for is-
suing an ex-parte search warrant without invit-
ing the father’s response or examining the facts 
“inside out”.

The High Court said sending police to a fa-
ther’s home showed judicial insensitivity, not-
ing that if recovery of the child was necessary, 
well-meaning measures or a Women Police Cell 
should have been engaged instead of directing 
the local police station.

The bench also questioned whether a Family 
Court has the authority under Section 7 of the 
Family Courts Act, 1984, to exercise powers 
under Section 100 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023.

Justice Bharti noted that powers to issue 
search warrants under Section 100 of the BNSS 
are vested in District Magistrates, Sub-Divisional 
Magistrates or First-Class Magistrates, and not 
Family Courts.

NIA Conducts
terrorists allegedly linked to the conspiracy 

were arrested, while the identities and alleged 
roles of members of the local support network 
were also established, the agency said.

The investigation has so far indicated alleged 
links between Pakistan-based handlers and lo-
cal associates who were allegedly being used for 
communication, logistical arrangements, move-
ment and concealment of terrorists, shelter, re-
connaissance and other forms of facilitation, it 
said.

The probe is also examining the financial trail, 
communication channels, movement of the ac-
cused and the source of arms and explosives to 
establish the full network and the extent of its 
activities.

The NIA said evidence relevant to the inves-
tigation had been secured during Saturday’s 
searches and was being examined and 

corroborated with other material collected in 
the case.

The searches form part of the continuing in-
vestigation into the larger conspiracy and the al-
leged mechanism used to facilitate cross-border 
terrorism, the agency said.

The NIA is continuing its investigation to 
identify all persons allegedly involved and as-
certain their respective roles. Further legal ac-
tion, including arrests or recoveries, may fol-
low depending on the outcome of the probe, it 
added.

NIA Court Denies
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) also applied to Jan, 

preventing her release on bail at this stage.
Jan, a resident of Harkipora village in 

Pulwama district, was arrested along with her 
father Peer Tariq Ahmad Shah on March 3, 2020. 
She is facing trial under the Ranbir Penal Code, 
UAPA, Arms Act and Explosive Substances Act.

The court had framed charges against her on 
December 10, 2022.

According to the NIA chargesheet, Jan was 
allegedly involved in the terror conspiracy 
and remained in contact with Pakistani Jaish-
e-Mohammed terrorists Muhammad Umar 
Farooq and Mohd Kamran Ali, who were alleg-
edly involved in planning the Pulwama attack.

She is also accused of providing food, shelter 
and other logistical support to the terrorists and 
other JeM operatives.

The NIA further alleged that a video of suicide 
bomber Adil Ahmad Dar, which surfaced after 
the February 14, 2019 attack, was recorded at 
Jan's house on January 28 and 29.

The defence had sought bail citing Jan's pro-
longed incarceration, alleged delay in the trial 
and her health condition. It submitted that 
she had remained in custody for more than six 
years and that 49 of 240 prosecution witness-
es had been examined at the relevant stage.

The defence also claimed that the witnesses 
examined so far had not directly or indirectly 
connected Jan with the offences and that no in-
criminating material had been recovered from 
her.

Opposing the plea, the NIA said Jan and her 
father had provided safe shelter, food and oth-
er logistical support to JeM terrorists at their 
house.

The agency also relied on communications 
between Jan and Farooq, including WhatsApp 
calls, voice notes and photographs recovered 
from his mobile phone after his death.

The court held that there was sufficient evi-
dence to presume that the accusations against 
Jan were prima facie true, attracting the restric-
tions under Section 43-D(5) of the UAPA.

It also rejected the argument that prolonged 

incarceration and delay in trial warranted bail, 
noting that the trial was underway and witness-
es were being examined.

The court observed that her release could cre-
ate a possibility of her influencing key witnesses 
and hampering the trial.

On her health condition, the court said it did 
not warrant bail, observing that the ailments 
cited were not life-threatening, while directing 
the jail authorities to ensure that she received 
necessary medical care.

The court clarified that its observations while 
deciding the bail application would not affect 
the merits of the main criminal trial.

Rain Brings Brief
no rainfall. Between 8:30 am and 5:30 pm, 

Pahalgam received 4 mm, Srinagar 0.6 mm and 
Jammu 0.3 mm.

The MeT forecast mostly fine weather for 
August 23, with a possibility of thundershowers 
at a few places during the morning and after-
noon. A short-duration shower is possible at a 
few places on August 24, with similar conditions 
likely on August 25 and from August 26 to 28, 
mainly during the afternoon.

From August 23 to 28, the overall weather is 
expected to remain largely hot and humid, with 
brief spells of rain and thundershowers at scat-
tered places.

Another spell of light to moderate rain and 
thundershowers is likely at scattered to many 
places from August 29 to 31, with brief intense 
showers particularly possible in parts of the 
Jammu division.

The MeT cautioned that localised heavy rain-
fall could trigger flash floods, mudslides and 
landslides in vulnerable areas.

“Risk of high-intensity showers will continue. 
As such, flash floods are possible in a few spots,” 
the department said, advising people to exercise 
caution during periods of intense rainfall.

Farmers have been advised to continue har-
vesting and other agricultural activities accord-
ing to local weather conditions.

The department also advised orchardists to 
undertake spraying preferably during morning 
hours. In hilly areas, spraying should ideally be 
completed by late morning or noon to reduce the 
risk of showers developing during the afternoon.

In the plains, spraying may be extended into 
the afternoon if required, while farmers in hilly 
areas have been advised to complete the ac-
tivity by late morning and, where possible, in 
installments.

The MeT said mostly dry conditions are ex-
pected over much of the coming week, although 
intermittent showers and the possibility of 
high-intensity rainfall at isolated locations will 
continue.

Govt Restricts Cold 
Medicine Combinations 
For Children Below 4

J&K Custodial-death Case
Excessive Force Can't be Used Against Citizens: Armed Forces Tribunal

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The government 
has restricted the manufac-
ture, sale and distribution of 
all fixed dose combinations 
containing Chlorpheniramine 
Maleate and Phenylephrine 
Hydrochloride, directing man-
ufacturers to carry a warning 
that the medicines should not 
be used in children below four 
years of age.

The latest notification ex-
tends an earlier restriction 
issued in April 2025 to all for-
mulations containing the two 
ingredients.

The decision followed rec-
ommendations of an expert 
committee and the Drugs 
Technical Advisory Board 
(DTAB), which examined the 
safety of such combinations 
for young children.

The government said the 
use of these combinations 
may pose risks to children 
below four years of age and 

noted that safer alternatives 
are available.

Manufacturers have been 
directed to prominently dis-
play the warning, “Fixed Dose 
Combination shall not be used 
in children below four years 
of age”, on the label, pack-
age insert and promotional 
literature associated with the 
formulations.

The notification has been 
issued under Section 26A of 
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 
1940, and came into effect 
from the date of its publication 
in the official gazette.

The government had earlier, 
through a notification dated 
April 15, 2025, restricted cer-
tain fixed dose combinations 
containing Chlorpheniramine 
Maleate and Phenylephrine 
Hydrochloride, subject to the 
same age-specific warning.

The latest order extends 
the requirement to all formu-
lations containing the two 
ingredients.

Press Trust Of India

Chandigarh: The Armed Forces 
Tribunal (AFT) has upheld a 
"severe displeasure" censure 
awarded to a former Rashtriya 
Rifles sector commander over 
the December 2023 custodial 
deaths of three civilians in Dera 
Ki Gali in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Poonch district.

It has also held that excessive 
force cannot be used against 
civilians.

"Excessive force was used 
in violation of the law. It was, 
thus, a failure of command 
and control function. Failure to 
stop use of excessive force and 
failure to pass clear directions 
were the direct fallout thereof," 
the order of the tribunal read.

"The troops involved in 
follow-up operations face a 
dilemma. Having lost their 
brothers in arms and that too 
in a brutal manner, makes their 
blood boil and development of 
emotions of revenge is quite 
natural. On the other hand is 
discipline, instilled by rigorous 
training, commanding them 

to exercise restraint and scru-
pulously follow plans to trace 
the culprits. Even in war, the 
Indian soldier is known for his 
discipline and adherence to 
the Geneva Conventions is the 
rule," the order said.

The tribunal, however, has 
directed authorities not to 
maintain a record of the pun-
ishment on the officer's file as 
the two-year penalty period 
has elapsed and ceased to be 
operative.

Dismissing the plea of 
Brigadier Padmasambhava 
Acharya, the tribunal held that 
even under intense emotional 
provocation following the 
loss of comrades in counter-
insurgency operations, human 
emotions must yield to military 
discipline, constitutional man-
dates and strict human rights 
safeguards.

However, while addressing 
the specific policy provisions 
governing military censures, 
the tribunal directed the au-
thorities not to maintain a re-
cord of the disciplinary action 
on the officer's administrative 

file, treating it as an exception 
limited strictly to the facts of 
the case.

"This is a direction based on 
the facts of the instant case 
only and is not to be treated as 
a precedent or an exposition of 
the law," the tribunal said in its 
order that was passed recently.

It referred to the defence 
ministry's policy dated October 
30, 2023, which stipulates that 
while a censure awarded to an 
officer typically remains part of 
his administrative record for 10 
years, to be shared with selec-
tion and promotion boards, a 
"Severe Displeasure" issued by 
a corps commander remains 
operative for a maximum pe-
riod of two years.

Noting that the censure 
awarded to Brigadier Acharya 
on July 8, 2024, had completed 
its two-year period and ceased 
to be operative, the tribunal 
ordered that the record of the 
punishment should not be re-
tained, while clarifying that the 
directive was based solely on 
the specific circumstances of 
the case and would not serve as 

a legal precedent.
The case relates to an opera-

tion launched on December 21, 
2023, when a military convoy 
was ambushed near Dera Ki 
Gali (DKG), leaving four sol-
diers dead. The bodies of two 
of the dead soldiers were also 
mutilated. In the subsequent 
search operations, sub-units 
rounded up local civilian sus-
pects for questioning to gather 
actionable intelligence.

During interrogation at the 
Company Operating Base in 
Mastan Dhara, three civilian 
suspects succumbed to their 
injuries. A Court of Inquiry con-
vened by HQ 16 Corps led to ad-
ministrative action against Brig. 
Acharya, the then commander 
of 13 Sector RR, for failing to 
exercise proper command and 
control, improper handling of 
civilians and failing to prevent 
excessive force.

Challenging the two-year 
censure issued by the gen-
eral officer commanding of 16 
Corps, the officer had argued 
that senior commanders, in-
cluding the corps commander 

and the GOC of counter-in-
surgency force "Romeo", were 
present at the DKG control 
room during the operations 
and should share responsibil-
ity. He had also contended that 
the corps commander had act-
ed as a judge in his own cause.

Rejecting these arguments, 
the tribunal clarified the opera-
tional hierarchy of field forces, 
ruling that direct command 
and control over ground opera-
tions rests with the command-
ing officer and the sector com-
mander. Higher commanders 
visiting forward control rooms 
to gain situational awareness 
do not exercise micro-level ex-
ecutive control over sub-unit 
tactical interrogations.

Citing landmark Supreme 
Court verdicts, the bench re-
iterated that internal-security 
duties require a distinct ap-
proach from conventional war-
fare, emphasising that Army 
guidelines strictly prohibiting 
physical force or third-degree 
methods during interrogation 
are legally-binding orders that 
must be scrupulously followed.
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Two Injured in Separate Bear 
Attacks in Kashmir
SRINAGAR: Two people, including a 65-year-old woman, were 
injured in separate wild bear attacks in south and north Kash-
mir on Saturday, officials said.

In the first incident, a 65-year-old woman was attacked by 
a wild bear in Darpora Khundoora village of Achabal in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district.

The injured woman was identified as Mubeena Banoo, wife 
of late Mohammad Maqbool Mantoo and a resident of Dar-
pora. She was shifted to Government Medical College (GMC) 
Anantnag for treatment, officials said.

In a separate incident, a 50-year-old man was mauled by a 
wild bear in the Chaliwan Chittaybandy area of north Kashmir’s 
Bandipora district.

The man sustained injuries in the attack, following which of-
ficials from the Wildlife Department rushed to the area and in-
stalled a cage to trap the animal. Efforts are underway to trace 
and capture the bear, officials said, adding that investigations 
into both incidents have been initiated.

Man Found Dead in 
Ramgarh Field
SAMBA: The body of a man was found lying in a field at Keso 
village in the Ramgarh area of Samba district on Saturday, of-
ficials said.

An official told KNO that police reached the spot and took 
the body into custody.

The deceased was identified as Balkar Singh, a resident of 
Barota Camp, Ramgarh, he said.

Meanwhile, police have initiated an investigation into the 
incident—(KNO)

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL  DISTRICT 
& SESSIONS JUDGE SRINAGAR

ADVERTISEMENT NOTIFICATION NO.  02 (TWO) DATED: 22-08-2026
Subject:- Filling up of the vacancies of Class IVth posts.
Offline applications are invited on the prescribed format, attached to this advertisement Notice as Annexure 'A' from the eligible 
candidates of UT of Jammu & Kashmir for filling up of vacancies of Class-IVth posts in the Courts of District Srinagar. The details with 
regard to Category & Number of posts, Pay level, Educational Qualification, Reservation, etc are as under;
Total Number of Posts: 17 (Seventeen).

S. No Name of the Post Minimum  Educational  
qualification OM SC ST1 ST2 RBA OBC EWS ALC TOTAL  NO.  

OF  POSTS
01 Process Server (19900-63100) 10+2 01 X 01 X X X X X 02
02 Orderly, Chowkidar (14800-47100) 10th Pass 08 01 01 01 01 01 01 01 15

Note:
A. The vacancy Position may increase or decrease depending upon the actual Availability of vacancies at the time of making final selection.
B. Candidates who had already applied under notification No. 04 of 2024 dated 16.05.2024 for the said posts need not to apply afresh.
Eligibility.
I) Educational Qualification:
a) For the posts of Process server, the candidate must have passed 10+2 examination from any recognised Board.
b) For the post Orderlies, Chowkidar the candidate must have passed 10th (Matric) examination from any recognised Board.
II) Domicile:
The candidate should be resident of UT of Jammu & Kashmir possessing a domicile certificate in terms of Notification issued by the 
General Administration Department of UT of J&K vide S.O. 166 dated 18.05.2020.
Ill) Age:
The requirement of age as on 01-01-2026 for open merit and various reserved categories is as under.

S.No Category Maximum age limit Not born before Not born after
01 OM 40 Years 01-01-1986 01-01-2008
02 RBA 43 Years 01-01-1983 01-01-2008
03 SC 43 Years 01-01-1983 01-01-2008
04 ST 43 Years 01-01-1983 01-01-2008
05 OBC 43 years 01-01-1983 01-01-2008
06 EWS 43 Years 01-01-1983 01-01-2008
07 ALC/IB 43 Years 01-01-1983 01-01-2008

IV). The application forms for the aforementioned posts can obtained from the office of Principal District & Sessions Judge Srinagar 
during office hours from 24th of August 2026 till 22nd of September, 2026 The application forms can be downloaded from the 
official website of District Court Srinagar (https://srinagar.dcourts.gov.in). If a candidate intends to apply for two or more posts, 
he/she shall apply separately for each post.

V). The duly filled up application forms shall be submitted in the office of Principal District 8& Sessions Judge, Srinagar 
(Administrative Section) during office hours and no application form shall be accepted after the cut off date i.e 22nd of 
September 2026. In case of applications submitted through Registered Post, the last date for submission shall be 25th of 
September, 2026. Application forms submitted other than the offline mode shall not be accepted.

VI) Application forms shall be supported with the self attested copies of the following documents.
a) Qualification/Marks Certificate
b) Date of Birth Certificate (Matriculate)
c) Domicile certificate
d) Category Certificate (if any)
VII) A candidate shall have to deposit fee of `300/- (Rupees. Three Hundred only) in the shape of Demand Draft from J&K Bank Ltd. 

Favouring Principal District & Sessions Judge, Srinagar.
VIII) Qualification acquired after the last date of submission of application form shall not be taken into consideration.
IX)  In-service candidates can route their application forms through proper channel.
X)  Mode of selection. The selection for the said posts shall be made on the basis of merit obtained in interview/Viva Voce only.
XI) The reservation for various categories would be determined as per the provisions of S.O. 176 dated 15.03.2024 and S.O 305 

dated 21.05.2024.
XII) No TA/DA shall be paid to the candidates for the aforesaid interview/Viva Voce.
XIII)  The eligible candidates shall have to appear in the interview/Viva Voce on the date/s notified separately. No separate call 

letters shall be issued individually, however wide publicity shall be given through print and electronic media and official website 
(https://srinagar.dcourts.gov.in) of the court about venues, date of interview for the information of eligible candidates. The 
aspiring candidates on their own interest are impressed upon to keep track by visiting the aforementioned official website of 
District Court Srinagar. No claim of being unaware of the schedule dates for the interview shall be entertained.

No.4471-78/PDJS/Adm Dated: 22-08-26 (Haq Nawaz Zargar)
 Pr. District Sessions Judge,
 Srinagar

Annexure-A
APPLICATION FORM FOR FILLING OF CLASS Vth POSTS IN DISTRICT JUDICIARY SRINAGAR

Advertisement Notification No: ____________________ Date____________________
Name of the Post: ______________________________________
Name of the candidate: __________________________________________
(in Block Letters)
Fathers Name: _________________________________________________
(in Block Letters)
Date of Birth (as per the matriculation certificate)   _______/_______/ _________
Permanent Address:
 Village:_____________________ Tehsil:________________________
 District:____________________ Pin code:______________________
Present postal Address:
 _________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact details: Mobile No:_______________________ e-mail:________________________
Reservation Category (if any): _______________________________
Whether the candidate is the domicile of UT of J&K: Yes ☐ No ☐
Qualification details:

S. No Qualification Marks obtained Board Remarks

Documents Annexed:
a) Qualification Certificate. Yes ☐ No ☐
b) Date of Birth Certificate. Yes ☐ No ☐
c) Domicile certificate issued by the competent authority. Yes ☐ No ☐
e) Reservation Certificate Yes ☐ No ☐
Payment details:
Draft No:________________________ Bank/Branch Name:_________________________________
Dated:___________________________ Amount:_______________________________
Declaration by the Candidate:
I hereby declare that the entries in this application form are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. In case of any misrepresentation 
of facts or concealment of information, I shall be liable for cancellation of my candidature without any notice.
 Signature of the candidate

Paste Your 
Photograph Here
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Modern Apple Grading, Packing Technology 
Brings Better Returns for Growers
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The growing 
adoption of modern apple 
grading and packing tech-
nology across Kashmir 
is bringing a significant 
change to the region’s tra-
ditional fruit trade, with 
growers reporting better 
returns, improved quality 
control and more efficient 
post-harvest handling of 
their produce.

Horticulture remains 
one of the main pillars of 
Kashmir’s rural economy, 
with thousands of farm-
ing families depending on 
apple cultivation either di-
rectly or through allied ac-
tivities such as packaging, 
transportation, storage, 
trading and labour. Howev-
er, despite producing large 
quantities of apples, grow-
ers have for years struggled 
to realise the full value of 
their produce, particularly 
because of inconsistent 
grading, packaging and 
quality standards.

Stakeholders in the in-
dustry believe the intro-
duction of modern grading 
lines could help address 
several of these longstand-
ing challenges. The tech-
nology enables apples to 
be mechanically sorted 

according to size, qual-
ity and other parameters 
before they are packed, al-
lowing growers and traders 
to present a more uniform 
product in the market.

Several modern grad-
ing facilities have now been 
established at different lo-
cations in the Valley, with 
some units coming up with 
government assistance. 
While such technology was 
earlier largely associated 
with large cold-storage and 
controlled-atmosphere facil-
ities, its increasing availabil-
ity at smaller and localised 
units is making mechanised 
grading accessible to a wider 
section of growers.

The shift is also expected 
to reduce the time and la-
bour involved in traditional 
manual sorting and pack-
ing. More systematic han-

dling can help minimise 
damage to fruit, improve 
presentation and ensure 
that apples of similar qual-
ity are packed together, 
factors that can influence 
buyers and market prices.

“With modern grading 
lines, apples are sorted and 
packed in a much more or-
ganised manner. The fruit 
reaches the market in better 
condition and in less time. 
Properly graded and well-
packed apples naturally at-
tract buyers and can help 
farmers get better prices,” Ba-
sit Ahmad, a grading-line unit 
holder in Pulwama, told KNO.

Growers and entrepre-
neurs associated with the 
sector said the benefits 
extend beyond the farm 
gate. Improved grading 
and packing are creating 
demand for skilled and 

semi-skilled workers while 
also generating business 
for transporters, packaging 
suppliers, traders and other 
people associated with the 
horticulture supply chain.

Azhar Ahmad, owner of 
a cold-storage facility, said 
the difference between 
conventional and modern 
packing methods was be-
coming increasingly visible.

“Earlier, growers had to 
depend largely on manual 
sorting and packing. It con-
sumed considerable time 
and labour, while main-
taining uniform quality 
was difficult. With grading 
lines, the process has be-
come faster, more system-
atic and efficient,” he said.

He added that the lack 
of adequate grading infra-
structure had previously 
put Kashmir’s growers at a 
disadvantage compared to 
producers in other parts of 
the country.

“For a long time, Kash-
mir was behind in terms of 
modern grading and pack-
ing facilities. Even when 
the quality of the fruit was 
good, inconsistent grading 
and packaging affected its 
market value. With more 
such units being estab-
lished, that gap is gradually 
narrowing,” Ahmad said.

MPs, MLAs Call on CM 
Omar at Raabita

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A number of 
public representatives, in-
dustrial representatives to-
day called on Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah at Raabita 
office here and discussed 
various matters of public 
importance.

Rajya Sabha MPs Chow-
dhary Mohammad Ramzan 
and Gurwinder Singh Oberoi 
called on the Chief Minister 
and discussed various mat-
ters of public importance.

MLAs Zafar Ali Khatana 
from Kokernag and Choud-
hary Mohd. Akram from 
Surankote also called on the 
Chief Minister and apprised 
him of various issues and 
matters pertaining to their 
respective constituencies.

President of the Federa-

tion Chamber of Industries, 
Kashmir (FCIK), Shahid Ka-
mili, former FCIK President 
Shakeel Qalander and FCIK 
General Secretary Afaq 
Ahmad also called on the 
Chief Minister. During the 
meeting, the delegation 
raised key issues concern-
ing the industrial sector 
and discussed measures to 
strengthen local produc-
tion, support enterprises 
and boost economic activi-
ty across Jammu & Kashmir.

Several other individu-
als and delegations called 
on the chief minister and 
appraised him of several is-
sues and grievances.

The Chief Minister heard 
the delegations and repre-
sentatives and discussed 
the issues raised during the 
meetings.

Ruhullah Says NC Diluted 
Fight for Constitutional Rights

Dr Touseef Raises Alarm 
Over Anchar Lake’s 
Deteriorating Condition

Enrollment Rises in 106 
Government Degree Colleges

Agencies

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference (NC) Member Par-
liament (MP) Aga Ruhullah 
Mehdi on Saturday ques-
tioned his party leadership 
over its approach towards 
Jammu and Kashmir's con-
stitutional rights, saying 
the party had given him a 
mandate to fight for those 
rights but was now ask-
ing him to resign for con-
tinuing the same fight. He 
challenged the leadership 
to issue him a show-cause 
notice if he had violated its 
ideology or stand.

Addressing reporters 
here, Ruhullah, as report-
ed by KNO, said the party 
leadership should follow 
a formal process if it be-
lieved he had violated the 
party's ideology. "They are 
failing to face accountabil-
ity. I ask them, why are we 
not able to fight, why are 
we not able to follow the 
principles we have prom-
ised people? I get the an-
swer from them: resign," 
he said.

"If they want me to re-
sign, at least they should 
issue a show-cause notice. 
They should ask me, 'You 
have violated the ideol-
ogy of the party in various 

places... you have violated 
the stand of the party'," 
Ruhullah said, adding that 
he is ready to answer any 
such notice.

The Srinagar MP ques-
tioned the party's pres-
ent political approach, 
alleging that it had di-
luted the larger fight for 
constitutional rights. "We 
have taken votes from the 
people. They are missing 
there. They have weakened 
the fight themselves. They 
have diluted it," he said. 
"Instead of 370, instead 
of constitutional rights 
and guarantees, they have 
come to statehood and 
business rules," he said.

Mehdi said his position 
was based on the mandate 
received from the people 
and not on any personal 
political interest. "If I 
wanted to deceive people, 
I would have changed my 
language. I am fighting 
to implement that man-
date," he said, adding that 
he had received a people's 
mandate in addition to the 
party ticket.

Ruhullah said he had 
pursued the issue of con-
stitutional guarantees 
both inside and outside 
Parliament, including 
through political advocacy 
and engagement with op-
position parties. "For that, 
I have strived in Parlia-
ment, outside Parliament, 
on the streets, in Constitu-
tion Club, Jantar Mantar. I 
have tried lobbying with 
other political parties," he 
said.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Environmen-
talist and Kashmir Con-
cern chairman Dr Touseef 
Ahmed has urged urgent 
intervention to save An-
char Lake, raising concerns 
over increasing pollution, 
encroachment and eco-
logical degradation of the 
water body.

Dr Touseef submitted 
a memorandum to M.Y. 
Tarigami, Chairman of the 
House Committee on Envi-
ronment of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly, highlighting the deterio-
rating condition of the lake.

He said pollution, waste 
accumulation, shrinking 
water channels and en-
croachments posed a seri-
ous threat to Anchar Lake’s 
fragile ecosystem, biodi-
versity and the surround-
ing communities.

Dr Touseef called for 
coordinated action by the 
concerned departments, 
including scientific res-

toration of the lake, re-
moval of encroachments, 
prevention of sewage and 
solid-waste discharge, res-
toration of water channels 
and regular monitoring. 
He also stressed the need 
to involve local communi-
ties in conservation efforts.

Tarigami assured him 
that the concerns would 
receive due attention and 
that all possible measures 
would be taken for the pro-
tection of the lake.

Dr Touseef said Anchar 
Lake was an important 
part of Kashmir’s ecologi-
cal heritage and required 
urgent and sustained col-
lective action for its resto-
ration and protection.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Phase-I of un-
dergraduate admissions to 
the Government Degree 
Colleges of Jammu and 
Kashmir for the academic 
session 2026-27 has con-
cluded with 47,150 candi-
dates admitted, as against 
about 40,800 in the cor-
responding phase of the 
preceding session — an in-
crease of about 16 per cent. 
Of these, 35,040 candidates 
were admitted through di-
rect allocation and 12,110 
through the walk-in mode.

Admissions were con-
ducted on the basis of 10+2 
merit through the Cen-
tralised Admission Portal, 
jkadmissions.in, developed 
in-house by the Directorate 
of Colleges, J&K. The portal 
placed a single Union Terri-
tory-wide merit list before 
every candidate, allowed 
continuous upgradation of 
the allotted seat through 
successive rounds, man-
aged the migration of fee 
automatically, and enabled 
a meritorious candidate 
from any part of the Union 
Territory to compete for 
a seat in the programme 
of their choice. The entire 
process, from registration 
to payment, was completed 
online by the candidate.

As per the statement of 
Dr. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, Di-
rector Colleges, J&K, merit 
at every stage—whether 
allocation of college or al-
lotment of Major, Minor, 
Multidisciplinary, and Skill 
Enhancement Courses—
was the bedrock of the en-

tire admission process. He 
stated that 106 colleges re-
corded a rise in enrollment 
over the preceding session 
and most other colleges 
have retained their enroll-
ment figures. This is a re-
markable achievement in 
view of the national trend 
of declining enrollments 
across subject domains in 
higher education.

The Department of High-
er Education, J&K, achieved 
this milestone under the 
visionary leadership of the 
Minister for Education, Sa-
keena Itoo. Her consistent 
reviews and directives that 
the admission process be 
conducted transparently, 
strictly on merit, and as per 
student convenience, gave 
the Department clear di-
rection and confidence.

Decisive leadership 
by Ram Niwas Sharma, 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Higher Education Depart-
ment, ensured the admis-
sion timeline remained on 
schedule throughout. His 
confidence in the Director-
ate empowered the team 
to fulfill its mandate and 
deliver these visible out-
comes.

The dedication of col-
lege Principals, Admission 
coordinators, and verifiers 
ensured seamless execu-
tion on campus. Ultimately, 
strong student feedback re-
garding the quality teach-
ing imparted by our hard-
working faculty served as 
the biggest draw for pro-
spective applicants—far 
outperforming traditional 
publicity.

GMC Employees Suspend Protest 
after Health Minister's Assurance 
on Recruitment Rules
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Coordi-
nating Committee repre-
senting non-gazetted em-
ployees of the five newly 
established Government 
Medical Colleges (GMCs) 
of Jammu and Kashmir has 
decided to temporarily sus-
pend its ongoing peaceful 
protest following the inter-
vention and written assur-
ance of Health and Medical 
Education Minister Sakina 
Itoo that the final Model 
Recruitment Rules for non-
gazetted employees will be 
framed and published by 
September 30, 2026.

The decision comes after 
nearly a week of agitation 
by employees, who had 
launched their indefinite 
peaceful protest on August 
17, seeking finalisation of 
recruitment rules govern-
ing their service conditions, 
recruitment, promotions 
and other related matters.

According to KNO,  the em-
ployees welcomed the fram-
ing process of the final Model 

Recruitment Rules and said 
they were suspending the 
protest in the larger interest 
of patients, students, medical 
education and uninterrupted 
healthcare services.

The issue came up for 
detailed discussion after 
Health Minister Sakina Itoo 
invited representatives of 
non-gazetted employees 
of the five new GMCs for a 
meeting on August 20. The 
meeting, chaired by the 
Health Minister on August 
21, was attended by senior 
officials, including the Com-
missioner Secretary, ARI & 
Trainings; Additional Sec-
retary, Health and Medical 
Education; Director Finance, 
HME; Under Secretary, 
HME; and representatives of 
the concerned Government 
Medical Colleges.

During the meeting, the 
minister directed the con-
cerned authorities to final-
ise and publish a Model Re-
cruitment Rule applicable 
uniformly to all the newly 
established Government 
Medical Colleges.
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

Iran Declares Victory, Signals 
New Regional Order
Trans Asia News

DUBAI: Iran has declared that the 
world has effectively accepted its 
victory in the nearly six-month 
war with the United States, as 
Tehran signalled that a dramatic 
geopolitical realignment may be 
underway across the Middle East.

President Masoud Pezeshkian 
said Iran was in a position of 
“power and dignity” and argued 
that the war should now end, 
claiming that Tehran had with-
stood military pressure, retained 
control over the strategically vital 
Strait of Hormuz and refused to 
bow to US demands.

His remarks came amid mount-
ing international concern over the 
effective closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz and reports that regional 
and European powers, including 
France and Saudi Arabia, are ex-
ploring alternatives to bypass the 
crucial maritime route.

“The entire world approved 
our victory and the US is hated,” 
Pezeshkian was quoted as saying 
by Iran’s official IRNA news agency.

For Tehran, the definition of 
victory appears increasingly clear: 
Iran has survived the conflict, 
maintained its political system, 
resisted Washington’s demands 
and retained leverage over one of 
the world’s most important energy 
chokepoints.

The Iranian president said the 
war should be brought to an end 
now rather than prolonged.

“It is better to end the war today, 
when we are in a position of power 
and dignity, when the whole world 
acknowledges our victory,” he said, 
accusing the United States of at-
tacking Iranian schools, hospitals 
and infrastructure in violation of 
international law.

‘No Clause of Surrender’
Pezeshkian also strongly defend-

ed the Islamabad Memorandum of 
Understanding, describing it as an 
“honorable and valuable” outcome 
of negotiations and rejecting criti-
cism that Iran had surrendered or 
made major concessions.

“They cannot find even a single 
clause in this agreement that indi-
cates surrender,” he said, insisting 
that Tehran had not compromised 
its fundamental position.

He said the agreement had been 
approved by Iran’s Supreme Nation-
al Security Council and had been 
firmly defended by officials directly 
involved in the negotiations. But 
Pezeshkian made clear that any 
diplomatic understanding should 
not be mistaken for weakness.

“Of course, none of this means 
that if they want to attack us, we 
will surrender. These are two sepa-
rate issues,” he said.

“We will under no circum-
stances bow to bullying,” he added, 
warning that Iran would continue 
to resist and respond forcefully to 
any fresh attack.

Iranian military command-
ers and armed forces, he said, re-
mained fully prepared to defend 
the country, while national unity 
would remain essential in con-
fronting external pressure.

Trump Unleashes ‘Economic 
D-Day’

The Iranian declaration of vic-
tory comes as the Trump adminis-
tration seeks to shift the battlefield 
from military confrontation to eco-
nomic warfare.

US President Donald Trump has 
announced what his administration 
describes as an unprecedented cam-
paign of financial pressure and isola-
tion aimed at forcing Tehran to end its 
nuclear programme and fully reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz to international 
oil and natural gas shipping.

The administration has por-
trayed the new campaign as an 

“economic D-Day” against Iran.
But Tehran has responded by 

portraying Washington’s economic 
offensive as evidence that the Unit-
ed States has failed to achieve its 
objectives through military force.

Iranian officials argue that de-
spite months of war, Washington 
has been unable to force Tehran 
into submission or regain normal 
access through the Strait.

The continued disruption of 
traffic through Hormuz has mean-
while sent shockwaves through 
global energy markets and intensi-
fied pressure on countries depen-
dent on Gulf oil and gas supplies.

Qalibaf: Region Looking Beyond 
Washington

Adding a new dimension to 
Iran’s increasingly confident rhet-
oric, Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf said 
Tehran had received “numerous 
messages” from neighbouring 
countries seeking to discuss a new 
regional order.

In a post on X on Saturday, Qa-
libaf said countries across the re-
gion were exploring new security 
arrangements and expanded eco-
nomic cooperation.

The message suggested that the 
fallout from the war may be push-
ing regional powers to reconsider 
their long-standing dependence 
on Washington for security.

Qalibaf accused the United 
States of sacrificing the interests 
and security of its own regional al-

lies for Israel.
“The United States put the secu-

rity of every single one of its allies 
at such risk through bullying and 
pure disregard for their interests 
for the sake of Israel,” he wrote.

According to Qalibaf, some 
regional states had briefly seen 
their very existence threatened by 
Washington’s policies and deci-
sions during the conflict.

His prescription was blunt: the 
Middle East should build its own 
security architecture.

“A homegrown, independent 
order is what will actually deliver 
peace and security,” he said.

The statement marks one of Teh-
ran’s clearest attempts yet to con-
vert its military confrontation with 
Washington into a broader diplo-
matic and geopolitical opportunity.

Trust Gap Widens
The push for a new regional 

framework comes amid signs of 
growing unease among some US 
allies over Washington’s handling 
of the war.

An Arab diplomat told Iran’s 
Press TV earlier this week that wide-
spread dissatisfaction with Trump’s 
decisions and what was described 
as his “condescending” approach 
towards allies had widened the 
trust gap between Washington and 
influential regional capitals.

According to the diplomat, 
countries in the region have in-
creasingly concluded that the 
United States not only failed to 
achieve its military objectives 
against Iran but also lacks the abil-
ity and confidence to reach a sus-
tainable diplomatic understand-
ing with Tehran.

While such assessments remain 
deeply contested, the rhetoric from 
Tehran points to a potentially sig-
nificant shift in Iran’s strategy.

Rather than merely presenting 
itself as a country that survived a 
devastating war, Iran is now seeking 
to project itself as a central player in 
shaping what comes after it.

With the Strait of Hormuz still 
effectively closed, Washington es-
calating economic pressure and 
regional powers reportedly explor-
ing new security and economic ar-
rangements, the conflict appears to 
be moving into a new and poten-
tially more unpredictable phase.

Pezeshkian says Tehran has emerged from six 
months of war with ‘power and dignity’; Qalibaf 
reveals neighbouring states are sending proposals 
for new security and economic arrangements

Canada to Impose Retaliatory Tariffs on 
US Goods as Trade Talks Collapse

Govt Cannot Force Private Landowners 
to Execute Sale Deeds: HC
Press Trust of India

LUCKNOW: The Lucknow 
bench of the Allahabad High 
Court on Friday ruled that the 
government authorities cannot 
force private landowners to ex-
ecute sale deeds for the acqui-
sition of land.

The court said that land can 
be purchased through a sale 
deed only when the owner vol-
untarily agrees to sell and both 
sides mutually agree on the 
sale price and if no such con-
sent is forthcoming, the state 
government will have to follow 
the statutory land acquisition 
procedure.

With this, the court directed 
the authorities not to harass 
the petitioners or forcibly ob-
tain their consent for executing 
sale deeds. It also made it clear 
that voluntary sale and com-

pulsory acquisition are two 
distinct legal processes.

A bench of Justice Shekhar B 
Saraf and Justice Abdhesh Ku-
mar Chaudhary passed the or-
der on a petition filed by Akh-
ilesh Kumar Pankaj and seven 
others concerning acquisition 
of their land in Devipatan Tul-
sipur village of Balrampur dis-
trict for road widening.

The state government told 
the court that the land was be-
ing purchased for widening the 
road. Nearly 80 per cent of the 
required land had already been 
purchased through sale deeds, 
with around 104 registrations 
executed by different land-
owners. However, the authori-
ties had not been able to con-
tact the petitioners or obtain 
their consent for the purchase 
of their land.

The petitioners, on the oth-

er hand, submitted that they 
were not willing to sell their 
land. They alleged that the au-
thorities were pressuring them 
to sell their property at a rate 
which was unacceptable to 
them.

After considering the issue, 
the bench observed that the 
law on the issue was clear and 
hence, if the landowners were 
willing to sell and the state was 
able to negotiate and arrive at 
an agreement on the sale price, 
they could sell the property to 
the state. However, in the ab-
sence of such consent, the state 
would have to issue a notifi-
cation under the Right to Fair 
Compensation and Transpar-
ency in Land Acquisition, Re-
habilitation and Resettlement 
Act, 2013, and acquire the land 
in accordance with law, the 
bench added.

AP

WASHINGTON: The United 
States imposed 50 per cent 
tariffs on USD 20 billion worth 
of Canadian products early 
Saturday, and Canada said 
it would retaliate beginning 
September 8 after last-ditch 
negotiations failed to resolve 
the latest strain in relations 
between the historic allies.

President Donald Trump's 
import taxes will hit about 5 
per cent of what Canada ships 
to the United States every year, 
including products ranging 
from hockey sticks to tongue 
depressors.

Carney said that “in the 
coming days, we will release 
the details of these new tariff 
measures, which will come 
into force the Tuesday after La-
bor Day.” The dollar-for-dollar 
retaliation would target steel, 
dairy, appliances, agricultural 
equipment, pulp and paper 
and electronics, he said from 
Ottawa.

He disclosed that Canada 
had been willing to drop re-
maining retaliatory tariffs on 
steel, aluminum and autos if 

the United States substantially 
lowered its own, and to en-
courage provinces to restore 
US alcohol sales. But he said 
Washington's final demands 
went too far, saying, “They 
asked too much and offered 
too little,” Carney said.

Trump's top trade nego-
tiator, Jamieson Greer, said 
the Republican administra-
tion was offering to cut tariffs 
on steel, autos and lumber, 
“things that are sensitive for 
them. And they've always 
had the best deal, and they 
still would have an even bet-
ter deal, but they didn't want 
that," he told "Fox & Friends 
Weekend. He added: “We're 
moving forward with mea-
sures that respond to Cana-
dian retaliation.”

The moves also call into 

question the future of a North 
American trade agreement 
covering the United States, 
Canada and Mexico that is 
crucial to industry in all three 
countries.

Carney said the US added 
last-minute terms that would 
have reduced tariff relief for 
Canadian-made vehicles, re-
stricted Canada's ability to 
strike trade deals with other 
countries and weakened pro-
tections for language, culture 
and sovereignty. He said such 
demands were “unacceptable."

But Greer, the US trade rep-
resentative, said that after a 
year of retaliation by its long-
time ally, “We've said enough, 
and so we've taken counter-
measures. Our interest is in 
protecting American workers 
and protecting American sup-
ply chains.”

No further talks are planned.
The breakdown in nego-

tiations marked a sharp re-
versal from two days earlier, 
when officials from the two 
countries sounded as if they 
were headed toward a com-
promise.


