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Qualified, Selected, Still Waiting: An

Kashmir

An Important
Part of India

Cites improved security, Hints
at Lifting of Travel Advisory

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The United States may
reconsider its travel advisory
for Jammu and Kashmir follow-
ing steps taken by the Centre
and the J&K government to im-
prove security in the region, US
Ambassador to India Sergio Gor
said on Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters after
meeting Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah at his residence in
Srinagar, Gor said Washington
periodically reviews its travel
warnings and indicated that
the existing advisory for Jammu
and Kashmir would also be
reassessed.

“The United States puts out
travel warnings, and every so
often, we re-evaluate those
travel warnings. I cannot make

any big announcements here
today, but it is something we
are going to look at,” Gor said.

He said the government in
New Delhi and the J&K admin-
istration had taken “incredible
steps” | More on P10

Kashmir’s Issues Lie
with Delhi, Not Washington

cussed the situation in the Union Territory with visit-

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Wednesday dis-

ing US Ambassador Sergio Gor, while reiterating that
the resolution of Jammu and Kashmir's internal issues lies
with the central government and not Washington.
The meeting came after Abdullah had made it clear earlier
in the day that while he was willing | More on P10

MY VISIT TO KASHMIR IS A WONDERFUL
EXPERIENCE. Everybody here knows I'm the
US Ambassador to India, and this is an important part of
India. I'm here visiting for the first time. It is an incredibly

Engineer’s Dlsablhty Rights Battle

Dabirah Hassan

Srinagar: When Amir
Suhail Wani saw his name
in the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board's
provisional selection list for
Junior Engineer (Electrical), it
should have marked the end
of a long competitive process.

Instead, it became the be-
ginning of another wait.

Wani, an engineering
graduate from the National
Institute  of  Technology,
Srinagar, who lives with cere-
bral palsy and speech impair-
ment, had appeared in the
OMR-based examination for
the post on October 25, 2025.
His candidature had been
provisionally accepted and
he had been issued an admit
card. The provisional selection
list published on February 23,
2026, carried his name.

But his recommenda-
tion for appointment was

withheld.

What followed was initially
presented as a problem of
documentation. Authorities
sought clarification regarding
his disability certificate and a
minor variation in his father's
name across documents.

Wani  approached the
concerned authorities to
address the objections. A

Board constituted

Medical
by the Chief Medical Officer,
Srinagar, subsequently certi-
fied that he was a known case
of cerebral palsy and found
his disability certificate genu-
ine. An Executive Magistrate/

Tehsildar separately con-
ducted an inquiry into the
variation in his father's

name and issued a certificate

establishing his identity.

But the matter did not end
there.

According to the case before
the Central Administrative
Tribunal, Wani was subse-
quently subjected to another
medical examination by a
board headed by the Principal
of  Government Medical
College, Srinagar. He ap-
proached the Tribunal after
his recommendation contin-
ued to remain withheld.

And that is where the
dispute takes on a larger
significance.

More than a document
dispute

Wani's case before CAT
Srinagar is not simply about
whether his documents are
genuine. At its centre is a chal-
lenge to the way certain posts
have been identified for persons
with benchmark disabilities.

In his original application,
Wani has | More on P10

65 Building Violations
HC Directs Action Against Special
Tribunal Member

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of
J&K and Ladakh has directed
the Government to initiate
“appropriate” action against
a former member of the J&K
Special Tribunal, who was
prima facie found guilty of
compounding 65 major build-
ing violations for “extraneous”

Chief Justice Sanjeev Kumar
and Justice Mohd Yousuf
Wani directed its Registry
to forward the vigilance re-
port to the Chief Secretary of
Jammu and Kashmir for ap-
propriate action against the
erring public servant.

The court passed the direc-
tions while closing a Public
Interest

violations of building bye-laws
in Gogji Bagh area of Srinagar.
The PIL was initially filed by
Dr Abdul Rouf Malik, claiming
to represent the inhabitants
of Gogji Bagh, who had raised
concerns over the erection
and re-erection of residential
and commercial buildings in
violation | More on P10

Flash Floods Hit
Parts of Kashmir

No loss of life or
property reported

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Flash floods were re-
ported in parts of Jammu and
Kashmir on Wednesday following
intense spells of rainfall, officials
said, prompting a weather alert
for vulnerable and hilly areas.

A flash flood occurred in the
Wangath area of Ganderbal dis-
trict, while minor flash floods
were also reported from Haknar
and Gund following an intense
spell of rain between 1 pm and 3
pm, officials said.

There were no reports of loss
of life or damage to property in
the affected areas.

A flash flood was also reported
from the Shadab Karewa area
of Shopian district, where an
extremely heavy spell of rain
accompanied by gusty winds
lashed parts of the district.

The Meteorological Centre,
Srinagar, said rainfall was being
reported from several parts of
north, central and south Kashmir,
besides Reasi, Rajouri, Poonch,
Banihal-Ramban, | More on P10

HC Pulls Up Govt Over Delay
In Wetland Conservation Plans

M Ahmad

environmental protection, a

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K
and Ladakh has pulled up

the Jammu and Kashmir
Government over its fail-
ure to respond for nearly
a year to the Centre’s

communication on conser-
vation plans for three wetland

reserves.

While hearing a

Public
Interest Litigation concerning

Division Bench comprising
Acting Chief Justice Sanjeev
Kumar and Justice Mohd
Yousuf Wani also sought

an explanation for ex-
* cluding other Ramsar
" Sites from the manage-
ment planning process.

The Court passed the direc-
tions after being informed by
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and | More on P10

beautiful place, and so I'm thrilled to be here."
e US Ambassador to India

considerations. Litigation
In this regard, a Division concern-
Bench comprising Acting ing alleged

Turn Students Into Creators,
Not Mere Job Seekers: LG Sinha

Addressed 23rd Foundation Day of SMVDU; Urges focus on
research, innovation & real-world solutions

Observer News Service seekers, stressing the need to fo-
cus on research, innovation and
Jammu: Lieutenant Governor  solutions to real-world problems.

Manoj Sinha on Tuesday called
upon universities to transform
students into creators of oppor-
tunities rather than mere job

Addressing the 23rd
Foundation Day celebrations of
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University
(SMVDU), | More on P10

MSMEs Key To India’s
Economic Resilience: LG

ieutenant Governor Manoj
LSinha on Wednesday called

for a technology-driven,
globally competitive and inclusive
ecosystem for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMES),
describing them as the “true
builders” of India’s economic
resilience. Addressing the second
edition of the Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) | More on P10
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KASHMIR OBSERVER
Srinagar | Thursday | 20-08-2026

Govt. Of Jammu & Kashmir (U.T)

Subject: Change in location/title of the Excursion agency/Travel Agency
under the name and style situated at

PUBLIC NOTICE.

Whereas, | Nusrat Mohd Ibrahim D/o Mohd Ibrahim Gudu R/o Kralpora
Hawal Proprietor of the Excursion Agency/Travel Agency have applied in
Tourism Department for change in location of my Excursion Agency/Travel

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION VAILOO
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NIT No.38/4971-80 of R&B/Vailoo/2026-2027/e-tendering DATED:19/08/2026
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory J&K e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt.,
CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works.

Position of AA: Accorded Position of TS: Accorded

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

il Date of Issue of Tender Notice 19.08.2026

. Period of Downloading of bidder documents. From 19.08.2026 05.00 pm
3. Bid submission Start Date From 19.08.2026 05.00pm
4, Bid Submission End Date 31.08.2026 04.00 pm

5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)

To
01.09.2026 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of t‘he Executive Engineer R&B Division Vailo‘o

DIPK-4766/26
dated: 19-08-2026

1. Bids must be accompanied with a Receipt of cost of Tender document/Tender Fee deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account bearing No. 0470010200000099 (Division Name, NIT No. and Item No to be mentioned in the remarks
of the Receipt) and Receipt of EMD (2% of advertised Cost) shall also be deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account bearing No. 0470010200000099 (Division Name, NIT No. and Item No to be mentioned in the Remarks of the Receipt). (The
Date of receipt of EMD and Tender Fee should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date). The same EMD/Tender Fee receipt should not be used in more than one Tender/Bid.
2. The Earnest money amount of the successful Bidder shall, upon completion of the bidding process be transferred from single Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account to Performance Security Deposit Head on Authorization from HoD during
the currency of contract agreement including defect liability period. In addition, the differential amount of performance security shall be furnished by the Bidder in cash to the designated Authority. Failure to produce differential amount of Performance Security
shall render the L1as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities..
3. Only those contractors are eligible for taking part in the bidding process whose contractor registration card is enrolled online on the JSPWDOMS portal and the Proof of that needs to be uploaded with this bid mandatorily.
4, Note: a) MSME'’s are required to pay only 50% of tender document fee or Rs 500/- whichever is lower.

b) MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of the amount of EMD/Bid security or Rs 5000/- whichever is lower.

) The registration card/MSME card (which is uploaded) should be online registered on JSPWDOMS portal and the same should be uploaded as well.
d) Only those MSME’s shall be considered responsive who shall have the domain of construction activities with regard to various civil works/ buildings/ similar work in their certificate of incorporation/ registration (UDYAM) and should be updated on the said website.

5. The Advertised is cost is inclusive of GST@18%. The bidder has to quote the rate exclusive of GST.

6. Security Deposit shall be deposited by the contractor within 10 days of issuance of LOI, failing which the concerned tender

7 The contractor shall initiate the work within 10 days of entering into the agreement, failing which the undersigned shall terminate the contract and issue a fresh tender after imposing penalties viz forfeit security/LD as per T&C of the Bid document
and recommend contractor for blacklisting.

8. The work shall be completed by the concerned contractor as per the timeline stipulated in the bid document/agreement, failing which action shall be initiated against contractor by forfeiting EMD and shall be recommended for blacklisting.

9, The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same
Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division vailoo (tender receiving authority).

10. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids

n The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-

a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.

b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

(& Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract

-Sd/-
Executive Engineer PWD(R&B)
Division Vailoo

S.No |Name of Work /Approved Cost of T/Doc.in form of Earne st Money (2% [Timeof |Project Intending [Class of Contractor Major Head of Agenc)f’_ under tl'_‘g name a"g style T’adf. (fCt 1978/201; * from ?fodzz
/Amount (Rs. In [Treasury challen / Receipt  of Adv.Cost ) (inRs.) lcomple- |Department account r;eagﬁ:tlr;%; ';?T'OS%ZEO Kashmir Line Holidays as per Section 39 of the J&K

1 5 5‘“5) 2" Rs) 5 'gon 7 8 0 " Whereas, the said excursion agency/ travel agency is registered with the

1 Construction of Peertakiya Sheikh Pora Chawalgamroad 48,544 1100 97088 180 Days |PWD AAY/BEE Class _[District Capex et e e N ol ot e

2 Construction of Seating Tire MS Competition practice pitch  24.810 800 49620 60 Days |YSS BEE/CEE Class and District Capex Mohd Ibrahim Gudu R/o Kralpora Hawal
atnddNet Zr'?ctice pitch along with chain link fencing at sports MSME’s only bearing registration No.JKEADO004332 dated 01/01/2026 and same is
stadium Shangus renewed upto 31/12/2027

3 Construction of road from Buchoo to Badshah Maidan Via  |85.470 1600 170940 210 Days [PWD AAY Class District Capex Whereas, | Nusrat Mohd Ibrahim d/o Mohd Ibrahim Gudu R/o Kralpora
Soyan Sagam Hawal have submitted Certificate; and Photocopy of Registration

4 Revival and restoration of Gurudwara Singh sabha Suman- 17106 600 34212 120 Days |Heritage BEE/CEE Class and UT Capex - Before considering my request for change in location/title of my Excursion
dari Hall Chittisingh Pora, Construction of gate, fencing, hall MSME’s only Agency/Travel Agency " from Syeeda'Z magnificent Holidays to Kashmir
floor with marble and electrification Line HOlldayS.IS cgnsndgred, th_e mfatter is hereby notified for |nformat|pp of

5 Upgradation of Cooperative Infrastructure of Cooperative  [09.298 600 18596 120 Days |Cooperative CEE/DEE Class and |UT Capex gﬁéegal PLr'tbl'C/ FtI?aErlmil' '"St't”f,':’”y tBt?lnlfcs./ De"e“’?me”t tﬁ”tp"”t'fﬁ/
Marketing Society Sagam at Bindoo (Balance Work) Societies MSME’s only epartment/, Ziectric Lepartment that In case ot any objection, the

same should reach the office of Deputy Director Tourism, Registration
within a period of 07 days from the date of publication of this notice. No
objections beyond a period of 07 days will be entertained and my request
for the same will be considered under rules, after submission of requisite
documents.

ZK

C4NOTICE

It is hereby notified for information of the general public that my
name has been wrongly recorded as “Rahti” in my bank account
maintained with Jammu & Kashmir Bank, Budgam, bearing Account No.
0078040800550614.My correct name, as per my Aadhaar Card, is “Rahti
Begam”, W/o Muzafer Ahmad Sanie, R/0 Handjin, Budgam, Jammu &
Kashmir.l intend to get the said name corrected in the bank records from
“Rahti” to “Rathi Begam”.Any person having any objection to the aforesaid
correction may file the same before the concerned authority within 7 days
from the date of publication of this notice. In the absence of any objection
within the stipulated period, the correction shall be proceeded with
accordingly.

Sd/- RathiBegam

W/0 Muzafer Ahmad Sanie

R/0 Handjin, BudgamJammu & Kashmir MCB

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE
1ST CLASS ZAINGEER BOMAI

Subject: Issuance of registration order in respect of delayed
Birth & Death
Public Notice

This office has received a written application from Sheikh Hamid

Hussain S/0 Ghulam U Din Sheikh R/0 Tujar Sharief , Tehsil

Zaingeer for issuance of Birth & Death certificate in favour of

wards Namely Zarka Butool Born on 02-02-2018 Sheikh Muneeb

Ullslamborn on 28-06-2012, Hafsa Jaan Born on 26-02-2015 and

as per document evidence produced by the applicant.

In this regard, if anyone has any objection, he/she may file the

same before the undersigned within 07 days. After that, no

objection whatsoever will be entertained by this office.
Tehsildar

fko Executive Magistrate Bomai

PUBLIC NOTIGE

I, Gh Mohd Mir, S/o Khazir Mohd Mir, R/o Khumbir Hazratbal,
Srinagar, do hereby inform the general public that my Registration
Certificate (RC) bearing Registration No. JKO1AE 9161 (year 2017)
hasbeen lost/misplaced.Despite my best efforts, the same could not
betraced.

Office of Advocate
Ishfaq Rasool and Associates
In the case of
1. Habibullah Waza Son of Abdul Aziz Waza
Resident of Raipora Palhallan Pattan
2. Tanveer Habib Son of Habibullah Waza
Resident of Raipora Palhallan Pattan
3. Bilal Ahmad Waza Son of Habibullah Waza R/o
Raipora Palhallan Pattan
4, Agib Habib Waza Son of Habibullah Waza
( Caveator)
V/s
Public at large

In the Petition in terms of Section 148-A

The caveators have reason to believe that Non-Caveator may
file any Application, Petition, Ap- peal, Suit or any other type of
proceeding before the Hon'ble Court and on the ground of dis-
torted facts/misrepresentation and cooked story and may seed
in obtaining some relief/order at their back/in exparte against
the caveators and in such eventuality the caveators will be
put in irrepa- rable loss and inconvenience. It would be proper
that caveators be given an opportunity of being heard by the
Hon'ble court before passing any order.

fko Sd/advocate

If anybody finds the above-mentioned document, they are
requested to kindly return it to the undersigned. In case no
objection is received within 7 days from the date of publication of
this notice, | shall apply for issuance of a duplicate RC from the
concerned authority.
Gh Mohd Mir
Khazir Mohd Mir
Mobile: 9596573500

Media line advt

: NOTICE

I have lost my 12th class Character Discharge Certificates bearing regd no:
1921000000170038, Admission No: 19904 Now | have applied for the
issuance of the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file them in the office of the Govt Higher Secondary
School Hagam within seven days. After that no objection shall be
entertained.

Muzamil Hussain Mir

S/0 Mohd Yousuf Mir FKO
R/0 Nusoo Iskanderpora

CYNOTICE

This is to inform that | Hanan Ahmad Lone S/o Gh Ahmad Lone R/o
Trehgam Kupwara have applied for enlistment as Class D civil Contractor
registration. If any person has any objection in this regard, they may
submit their objections(if any) in writing to the office of Chief Engineer,
CID wing JKSPDC Bemina Kashmir or Secretary Technical PWD (R&B),
Civil Secretariat within 7 (seven) days from the date of publication of this
notice. No objection shall be entertained thereafter

ab

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR BOARD

OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR

PUBLILC NOTICE

| have passed/appeared in

Secondary  School [Examination
(Class-1oth) under Roll No: 840278,
Session: 2000-2001, vyear. 2020

through the Jammu and Kashmir
Board of School FEducation. The
error commitied by the School
/Parent/Board against my Name
and Father's name as Nadiya Gulam
Safdar D/o Gh Safdar insiead of
Nadiya Safdar D/o Ghulam Safdar
Now, | have applied for correction/rectification of error
in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education,
New Campus Bemina, Srinagar, If any person has any
objection in this regard, may file the same in the office
of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice,
after the expiry of said period no objection will be
entertained. This is published for the information of
general public.

Nadiya Safdar
Father's Name: Ghulam Safdar
Mother's Name: Shamshada
Date of Birth: 04-04-1985
Residence: Alamgari Bazar Near PHC Zadihal

DUBLICENOTICE

1, NAZIMA, W/o MANZOOR AHMAD LONE, R/o Ferozpora, Tehsil Tangmarg,
hereby declare that my name has been wrongly recorded in Aadhaar Card
No. 7277 0625 9434 as “NAZIYA AKHTER” instead of my correct name
“NAZIMA”

My correct name NAZIMA is reflected in my Domicile Certificate and other
relevant documents. | intend to get my name corrected in the Aadhaar
record accordingly.

Any person having any objection in this regard may approach the concerned
authority within the prescribed period.

NAZIMA

W/0 Manzoor Ahmad Lone ZK
R/o Ferozpora, Tehsil Tangmarg

DUBLICENOTICE

1, Khateeja, W/o Ghulam Mohammad Thokar, R/0 Archanerhama, hereby
state that my name has been wrongly recorded in my J&K Bank, Magam
account bearing A/c No. 0090040100009505 as “Khatija W/o Gh Mohd
Thokar.”

My correct name is “Khateeja Begum W/o Ghulam Mohammad Thokar.”

| request all concerned to take note of the above correction and treat
Khateeja Begum W/o Ghulam Mohammad Thokar as my correct name for
all purposes

BMG

PDUBLICENOTICE

1, Tabasum Akhter, D/0 Ghulam Mohammad Wani, R/0 Jawalapora, Tehsil
Budgam, District Budgam, UT of Jammu & Kashmir, have applied for the
late entry / issuance of my Date of Birth Certificate. My actual date of
birth is 15/02/1994, which was not previously registered in the concerned
Chowkidar / Police records.?If any person has any objection regarding the
issuance / late entry registration of my Date of Birth Certificate, they may
file their objection in writing before the competent authority (Registrar
Births & Deaths / CMO Budgam) within 7 days from the date of publication
of this notice. No objection shall be entertained after the expiry of the
stipulated period.

Applicant:Tabasum Akhter

D/0 Ghulam Mohammad Wani mcb
R/0 Jawalapora, Tehsil & District Budgam, UT of J&K

PUBLICENOTICE

1, Ghulam Mohammad Yatoo, F/o Hafsa Mohammad, R/0 Roshan Abad
Pinroo, Tehsil Karwahama, District Baramulla, Kashmir, do hereby solemnly
declare that the date of birth of my ward Hafsa Mohammad has been
wrongly recorded in the school records as 11-03-2014, whereas her actual
and correct date of birth is 03-11-2014, as per her Aadhaar Card. | shall be
responsible for any incorrect information furnished herein and shall abide
by all rules and regulations of the concerned authority.

Any person having any objection may contact the Govt middle school
pinjoora within the prescribed period.

Ghulam Mohammad Yatoo
F/o0 Hafsa Mohammad BMG

R/0 Roshan Abad Pinroo, Tehsil Karwahama, BMG-R

PUBLICENOTICE

1, Shamima Bano, resident of Wahadatpora, Budgam, hereby notify that my
name in my bank account bearing Account No. 0078040800550774 with
Jammu & Kashmir Bank, Budgam, is presently recorded as “Shamima Bano
W/0 Mohd Yousuf Bhat R/0 Wahadatpora Budgam.”| hereby state that
my correct name, as per my Aadhaar Card, is “SHAMIMA BANO.”Therefore,
the concerned authorities and the general public are hereby informed
that my name may kindly be treated and recorded as SHAMIMA BANO in
place of SHAMIMA BANO W/0 MOHD YOUSUF BHAT R/0 WAHADATPOR?
BUDGAM for all official and banking purposes.Any person having any
objection regarding the above-mentioned correction may submit the same
within 7 (seven) days from the date of publication of this notice at the
contact details given below.

Shamima Bano

R/0 Wahadatpora, Budgam MCB
Account No.: 0078040800550774

CYNOTICE

1, ABDUL HAMID PARA, S/0 GHULAM DIN PARA, father of BURHAN HAMID,
R/0 Gokhama, Tehsil Kunzer, District Baramulla, hereby declare that
my ward BURHAN HAMID was born on 15/08/2012 at home. No Birth
Certificate has been obtained for him from any concerned authority/
institution, and his date of birth is not recorded in Police, Village Guard or
Municipal Committee records.

| intend to obtain his Birth Certificate from the concerned Revenue
Department. Any person having any objection in this regard may file the
same before the competent authority within the prescribed period.

ABDUL HAMID PARA

|, [o CE

It is to inform to the general public that my name has been wrongly
written as Syed Akhter Hussain Razive in my Aadhaar card bearing
Aadhaar no.435338207015while my correct name is Syed Akhtar Hussain
Razive S/0:Syed Ali Razive R/0: Gund Khawaja Qasim Singhpora PATTAN
BARAMULLA which needs to be corrected. If anybody having any objection
in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the concerned Aadhaar
authority within 07 days from the date of publication of this notice. After
that no objection will be entertained.

Syed Akhtar Hussain Razive

. S/0 Syed Ali Razive

R/0 Gund Khawaja Qasim FKO
TEHSIL Singhpora PATTAN, DIST. BARAMULLA —-193401

S/0 Ghulam Din Para
R/0 Gokhama, Tehsil Kunzer, District Baramulla fko
PUBLICYNOTICE

I, Army No. 12964987X, Rank Hav, Sajad Ahmad Lone, S/0 Abdul Ahad
Lone, R/0 Hariwatnoo, Tehsil Tangmarg and District Baramulla, J&K (UT),
presently posted in 161 Inf Bn TA (H&H) JAKLI, want to correct the name of
my son which has been wrongly mentioned in my Army Service Records as
MOHAMMAD ZIYAAN LONE (Incorrect) to the name MOHAMMAD RAYAN
LONE (Correct).
Obijections, if any, may be conveyed to the concerned authority within a
week's time.

fko

PUBLICENOTICE

1, Shayila Mehreen D/o Saif-ud-Din Palla, R/o Aripanthan, hereby declare

that my name has been wrongly recorded in my Aadhaar Card bearing No.

6877 4457 6910 as “Shahila Mehreen D/o Saif-ud-Din Palla”.

The correct name is “Shayila Mehreen D/o Saif-ud-Din Palla, R/o0

Aripanthan”, as per my Domicile Certificate.

Any person having any objection to the aforesaid correction may raise the

same before the concerned Aadhaar Centre within the prescribed period.
BMG

CANOTICE

This is to inform that | Gh Hassan Shah S/o Gh Nabi Shah R/o Usman
Abad Kupwara have applied for enlistment as Class D civil Contractor
registration. If any person has any objection in this regard, they may
submit their objections(if any) in writing to the office of Chief Engineer,
CID wing JKSPDC Bemina Kashmir or Secretary Technical PWD (R&B),
Civil Secretariat within 7 (seven) days from the date of publication of this
notice. No objection shall be entertained thereafter

ab

BLIICANOTICE

It is hereby informed to the General Public that I, Javeed Ahmad Langoo
S/o0 Mohd Sultan Langoo R/o Lane No 5 Umer Colony B, Lal Bazar, Srinagar,
Kashmir, intend to correct my name in my Aadhaar Card.

That my name is presently recorded as "JAVEED AHMAD" in my Aadhaar
Card, whichisincorrect,and the correct nameis "JAVEED AHMAD LANGOO."
That the above-mentioned incorrect entries occurred due to inadvertent
errors at the time of preparation of the said Aadhaar, and now | intend to
rectify and update the same in my Aadhaar Card.

Therefore, if any person has any objection to the aforesaid corrections, he/
shemay contact the General Manager, Ranbir Government Press, Amphalla,
Jammu-180005, within seven (7) days from the date of publication of this
notice. Thereafter, no objection shall be entertained.

Javeed Ahmad Langoo

S/0Mohd Sultan Langoo ZK
R/oLane No 5 Umer Colony B, Lal Bazar, Srinagar, Kashmir

PUBLICENOTICE

| intend to apply to the Office of Prescribed Authority of Directorate of
Tourism Kashmir, for the registration of my proposed homestay under the
name and style “laire du pelerin Peregrine’s Nest” situated at Saidpora
Bala, Harwan, Srinagar - 191121, Kashmir, under the Tourist Trade Act
1978/82/2011.

Whereas, | will submit Landownership Certificate from the concerned
Tehsildar with attested photographs of the unit through Dy. Commissioner
concerned, Character Certificate of the applicant from the concerned Police
Station, undertaking from the owner as self declaration, Public Notice
inviting objections, in any in print media, list of family members with name,
age, and photograph self attested by the owner, photographs of the unit as
mentionedin the application (each of exterior and individual bedrooms and
bathrooms), inspection report by the committee. The recommendation of
the inspection committee shall decide whether to issue a registration to
the unit or not keeping in view, the type of accommodation and amenity,
adhar card.

Now, before my case is processed for registration by the Prescribed
Authority, the matter is hereby notified for information of general public/
organizations for objections if any and the same should reach to the office
of Prescribed Authority within a period of 7 days from the publication of
this notice in leading local newspapers of the Valley. Objections received
beyond the period of 7 days from the date of publication shall not be
entertained and the case shall be processed under rules as per merit.

Dr. Sadaf Munshi,

D/0 Munshi Abul Hassan,

R/o Rather Mohalla, Syedpora, Harwan, Srinagar - 191121

SS

S [ Told=

I, FAYAZ AHMAD HAJAM, S/o0 GHULAM NABI HAJAMR/o Tarahama, Tehsil
Kawarhama, District Baramulla, hereby declare that my ward’s name has
been wrongly recorded in Aadhaar Card No. 2116 5309 8923 as RAJA SAMI
UL LAHFAYAZ.

The correct name of my ward, as per the Birth Certificate record, is RAJAH
SAMIULLAH FAYAZ. | intend to get the said name corrected in the Aadhaar
record accordingly.

Any person having any objectionin this regard may approach the concerned
authority within the prescribed period.

FAYAZ AHMAD HAJAM
F/0 RAJAH SAMIULLAH FAYAZ
R/0 Tarahama, Tehsil Kawarhama, District Baramulla zk
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Spring Silk Cocoon
Auction Begins in Srinagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Spring Silk
Cocoon Auction Market for
Kashmir commenced at the
Sericulture Complex, Srinagar.

The market was inaugu-
rated by Ajaz Ahmad Bhat,
Director Sericulture, in the
presence of departmental of-
ficers, cocoon growers from
various districts of Kashmir
Division and buyers from
within and outside the Union
Territory.

The Cocoon Auction Mar-
ket has been organized with
the objective of ensuring fair
and remunerative prices to
cocoon growers through a
transparent and competitive
bidding process. The initia-
tive is part of the Depart-
ment’s continued efforts to
strengthen the sericulture
sector and improve the eco-
nomic well-being of silk-
WOIm rearers.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Director reiterated the
Department’s commitment to
providing adequate market fa-
cilities to cocoon growers and
ensuring better returns for
their produce. He also high-
lighted the focus on expand-
ing the infrastructure base by
establishing more Silkworm
Reeling Units across Jammu &
Kashmir to promote local silk
production.

“Our aim is to ensure that
the cocoon produce gener-
ated in Jammu & Kashmir is
largely consumed within the
Union Territory itself. This

| s L g

will not only boost the local
silk industry but also help
our farmers realize better re-
turns for their produce,” Bhat
said.

The auction market is
expected to contribute sig-
nificantly towards enhanc-
ing the income of cocoon
growers by facilitating direct
interaction between sellers
and buyers, promoting com-
petitive bidding and ensuring
transparent price discovery.
The Department has put in
place arrangements for the
smooth conduct of the auc-
tion, including proper space
allocation, weighing and
quality assessment facilities.

Cocoon growers and buy-
ers actively participated in
the auction process. The
growers appreciated the ar-
rangements and transparent
mechanism adopted by the
Department, expressing hope
for better returns in view of
the improved quality and
quantity of cocoons produced
across Kashmir Division.

The buyers also appreci-
ated the quality of cocoons
available at the market, not-
ing improvement in both
quality and quantum com-
pared to previous years.

The  successful  com-
mencement of the Cocoon
Auction Market marks an-
other significant step to-
wards empowering cocoon
growers, strengthening the
local silk value chain and re-
vitalizing the silk industry in
Jammu & Kashmir.

Conference on Gender Equality
Concludes at GC

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A two-day na-
tional conference on “Gender
Equality in the 21st Century,
Perspectives & Pathways to
SDG-5" concluded at Gov-
ernment College for Women
(GCW), M.A. Road, Srinagar,
on Wednesday, with speak-
ers stressing the need to
translate academic discus-
sions on gender equality into
meaningful social change.

Prof. Mufti Mudasir, Pro-
fessor and Head of the De-
partment of English, Uni-
versity of Kashmir, was the
special guest at the valedic-
tory session and delivered
the valedictory address,
a spokesperson said in a
statement.

He said Prof. Mudasir
examined gender justice
through religious, intellec-
tual and legal traditions, call-
ing for critical and creative
engagement with tradition
rather than viewing tradition
and reform as incompatible.

“Referring to Islamic intel-
lectual history, particularly
the ideas of Allama Muham-
mad Igbal, he said questions
concerning women, justice
and legal interpretation had
long been debated within the
intellectual tradition itself.”

W M.A. Road

He also highlighted the
historical challenges faced
by women in matters such
as marriage and divorce, be-
sides Igbal's concerns over
interpretations that could
lead to inequitable outcomes.

The spokesperson said
Prof. Mudasir maintained that
commitment to religious and
spiritual traditions could co-
exist with a vision of gender
justice rooted in human dig-
nity, compassion and fairness.

He stressed the need for
an open-minded approach to
gender-related issues while
remaining mindful of the
cultural and religious con-
texts of different societies.

Earlier, Prof. Shabir Ahmed
Parrey, Assistant Professor,
Department of Political Sci-
ence, delivered the welcome
address, while Prof. Mustafa
Majid, Assistant Professor,
Department of Education,
presented a consolidated re-
port of the technical sessions.

“Principal Prof. (Dr.) Yas-
meen Farooq said the con-
ference brought together di-
verse perspectives on gender
equality, covering education,
economy, political participa-
tion, literature, media, tech-
nology, environment and
everyday social experiences,”
he said.

Man Dies in Road Accident

at Peerbagh

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A 35-year-old
man was killed after the
Alto car he was driving col-
lided with another vehicle at
Peerbagh area of Srinagar on
Wednesday late evening, of-
ficials said.

An official told KNO that
the Alto car collided with

another vehicle, leaving its
driver critically injured.

He said the man was de-
clared brought dead at the
hospital. He was later iden-
tified as Ziya Ahmad Malik
(35), son of Abdul Gafer Ma-
lik, a resident of Rawalpora,
Srinagar.

Meanwhile, an investiga-
tion has been taken up.
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ACBFIR Over Rajbagh
‘Trends’ Building, Officials,
Owners Named

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) has registered a case
against several government offi-
cials and beneficiaries over alleged
irregularities in the grant and sub-
sequent modification of building
permissions for a multi-storey com-
mercial building in the flood basin
and river-fringe area of Rajbagh
here, officials said on Wednesday. B s i it om0

The FIR, registered as Case/FIR B E e
No. 10/2026 by ACB Srinagar, fol- - — = '
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subsequent verification into allega-
tions that the building, identified
as “Trends” and located opposite
Hatrick restaurant in Rajbagh, was
constructed in violation of plan-
ning, building and flood-control
regulations.

According to the ACB, the verifi-
cation prima facie revealed alleged
abuse of official position, criminal
conspiracy and facilitation of unau-
thorised construction, besides en-
croachment of about 2.9 kanals of
State/Kahcharai land.

The probe also allegedly found
construction over drainage infra-
structure and within the prohibited
river-fringe area of the Jhelum.

Those named in the FIR include
the then Senior Town Planner, Sri-
nagar Development Authority,
Muneer Ahmad Khan; then Joint
Commissioner Planning, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation, R K Tutoo;
then In-charge Assistant Town Plan-
ner, SMC, Ulfat Jan; and beneficia-
ries Gulzar Ahmad Sheikh and his
wife, Parveena Akhter.

Other officials found to have a
role in the alleged irregularities
have also been proceeded against,
the ACB said.

The case has been registered un-
der Section 5(1)(d) read with Section
5(2) of the J&K Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, Svt., 2006, and Sections
447-A, 468 and 120-B RPC, along
with other applicable provisions.

The investigation has been en-
trusted to an authorised officer of
ACB Srinagar.

According to the verification re-
port, a copy of which lies with the
Kashmir Observer, SMC had ini-
tially issued building permissions
Nos. 1052 dated January 18, 2006,
and 724 dated September 20, 2006,
in favour of Gulzar Sheikh, son of
Habibullah Sheikh, a resident of
Kanipora, Shopian, and his wife,
Parveena Akhter, presently residing
at Sanat Nagar, Srinagar.

The permissions were subse-
quently withdrawn through SMC
Order No. 891 of 2006 dated No-
vember 4, 2006, on the ground that

the land had been notified for ac-
quisition for construction of a pub-
lic park.

The withdrawal order was later
quashed by the Jammu and Kashmir
High Court on September 11, 2013.

Following the court order, the
then Joint Commissioner Planning,
SMC, restored the two building per-
missions through Order No. 02 of
2015 dated October 17, 2015.

The ACB, however, alleged that
the beneficiaries did not commence
construction in accordance with
the restored sanctioned plans and
instead sought modification of the
permissions.

The modified permission, No. 80
of 2017 dated July 18, 2017, was sub-
sequently issued by Tutoo, accord-
ing to the verification.

The modification allegedly re-
sulted in a substantial increase in
the sanctioned plinth area from
around 8,100 square feet to 10,260
square feet, while the permissible
height was increased from 50 feet
to 70 feet.

The ACB alleged that the changes
were made in violation of the Sri-
nagar Master Plan 2000-2021 and
applicable building bye-laws.

The verification further found
that mandatory No Objection Cer-
tificates (NOCs) from concerned
line departments had allegedly not
been obtained before the modified
building permission was issued.

The then-in-charge Assistant
Town Planner, Ulfat Jan, allegedly
recommended the modification in-
volving the addition of the fourth
and fifth floors without obtaining
the requisite NOCs, following which
the modified permission was ap-
proved by the then Joint Commis-
sioner Planning, the ACB alleged.
The probe also examined clearances
relating to flood-control regulations.

According to the verification, the
Chief Engineer, Irrigation and Flood
Control Department, had issued a
conditional clearance in 2005, vide
communication No. 3396-97 dated
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October 13, 2005.

The clearance reportedly noted
that the site was situated near the
inner slope of the river body and
fell within a flood-prone area, with
conditions and restrictions attached
to the clearance.

Despite this, building permis-
sions were issued in 2006, the ACB
alleged.

The verification further noted
that following the devastating
floods of 2014, the then Chief En-
gineer, Irrigation and Flood Control
Department, Er Mir Javid Jaffer,
had cancelled all previously issued
NOCs through Circular No. 366-406
dated October 28, 2014.

A subsequent report of the
department, bearing No. CE/
I&RFCDK/10126-28 dated October 8,
2025, allegedly confirmed that no
fresh or subsequent NOC had been
issued in respect of the subject sur-
vey numbers.

The ACB also examined the land-
use classification of the property.

It alleged that Muneer Ahmad
Khan, then Senior Town Planner,
SDA, had, through a communication
dated April 15, 2005, projected the
subject land as falling in Commer-
cial Zone (C-30), despite the land
allegedly forming part of a water
body under the Srinagar Master
Plan 2000-2021.

The bureau is also examining the
alleged encroachment of approxi-
mately 2.9 kanals of State/Kahcharai
land and the construction carried
out over drainage infrastructure
and within the river-fringe/flood-
basin area.

The ACB said the registration of
the FIR followed a detailed verifica-
tion of the allegations and that the
investigation is underway to estab-
lish the role and criminal liability, if
any, of the officials and beneficia-
ries concerned.

The registration of an FIR does
not by itself establish guilt, which
will be determined in accordance
with law.

Div Com Reviews Preparations for Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In view of Eid Milad-
un-Nabi (S.A.W.) and the following
Friday, Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir Anshul Garg convened a
high-level meeting on Wednes-
day to assess and strengthen ar-
rangements at major mosques and
shrines across the Kashmir Division.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioners, Commis-
sioner SMC, SSPs, VC LCMA, senior
officials from various departments,
including KPDCL, PHE, FCS&CA,
PWD, Food Safety, Legal Metrol-
ogy, LCMA, Wakf Board, Health, Po-
lice and Traffic departments, along
with religious representatives from
prominent shrines.

The Divisional Commissioner
conducted a detailed assessment of
essential facilities at major religious
sites, including Hazratbal Shrine,
Jenab Sahib Soura, Assar-i-Sharief
Kalashpora, Aham-i-Sharief Bandi-
pora, Kabamarg Anantnag and Peth-
makhama Budgam, besides other
mosques and shrines expected to
witness significant gatherings for
night prayers.

He gave special emphasis on ar-
rangements at Hazratbal Shrine,
where more than one lakh devo-
tees are anticipated to participate
in congregational and night prayers.
Garg instructed the concerned
departments to ensure that all ar-
rangements remain fully functional
throughout the occasion.

The Chief Engineer, KPDCL was
directed to maintain an uninter-
rupted power supply at Hazratbal,
along with a reliable backup ar-
rangement through DG sets. The
PHE department was asked to es-
tablish sufficient drinking-water
points and keep water tankers
available as an emergency measure.

To ensure convenient movement
of devotees, SSCL, SRTC and ARTO
were instructed to deploy adequate
buses and e-autos, including ser-
vices extending into the late hours.
Traffic Police Srinagar was asked to
prepare a comprehensive route plan
for visitors arriving from different
districts to prevent congestion and
facilitate smooth traffic flow.

Emphasising the need for adequate
shelter and crowd-management fa-
cilities, the Divisional Commissioner
directed Wakf authorities to make
advance arrangements for tents at
designated religious locations.

The Commissioner of SMC was
instructed to undertake an exten-
sive sanitation and cleanliness cam-
paign at Hazratbal Shrine and its
surrounding areas.

To safeguard public health, joint
market-inspection teams were
ordered to monitor food qual-
ity, hygiene standards and pricing
around markets and religious sites.

e

Garg stressed strict action against
traders found violating prescribed
quality standards or resorting to
overcharging.

The Health Department was di-
rected to establish medical camps
and deploy personnel according to
duty rosters, while Fire & Emergen-
cy Services were instructed to posi-
tion fire tenders at vulnerable and
strategically important locations to
ensure a rapid response in case of
any emergency.

Religious leaders attending the
meeting expressed satisfaction with
the arrangements being undertaken
for the occasion.

DCs were instructed to ensure
availability of essential commodi-
ties and services during the reli-
gious occasion.

Meanwhile, the Deputy Commis-
sioners briefed the Divisional Com-
missioner on the preparations and
facilities being put in place in their
respective districts.
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This Day In History

2- Venus and Jupiter in conjunction - possible
astrological explanation for Star of Bethlehem
1391- Konrad von Wallenrode becomes the 24th
Hochmeister of the Teutonic Order.

636 - Battle at Yarmuk: Muslims beat Byzantines
1641 - England & Scotland sign Treaty of
Pacification

1828 - Hindi reform movement Brahmo Samaj
founded by Ram Mohan

Roy and Dwarkanath Tagore in Calcutta 1864
- 8th/last day of battle at Deep Bottom Run Va
(about 3,900 casualties)

1900 - Great Britain beats France by 158 runs in
Paris; cricket's only appearance at an Olympic
Games

1905- Sun Yat-sen, Chinese revolutionary, forms
the first chapter of T'ung Meng Hui, a union of
all secret societies determined to bringing down
the Manchus

1914 - Battle at Gumbinnen, East-Prussia:
Russians beat Germans

1914 - Battle at Morhange: German troops chase
French, killing thousands

1914 - Bavarian troops kill 50 inhabitants of
Nomeny, France, Ed Klepfer &amp; $31,500;
Jackson involved in Black Sox Scandal' 1919

1918 - WWI: Britain opens offensive on Western
front invasion in Mongolia

1940 - 1st Polish squadrons fight along allies in
the Battle of Britain

1944 - Soviet offensive at Jassy & Kisjinev

1944 - US & British forces destroy German 7th
Army at Falaise-Argentan Gap

1953 - General Fazlollah Zahedi arrests Iranian
Prime Minister

Mohammad Mosaddegh in a CIA supported coup
d'état

1960 - USSR recovers 2 dogs, 1st living organisms
to return from space

1961- East Germany begins erecting 5&#39; high
wall along the border with the west to replace the
barbed wire put up Aug 13

1968 - During the night 250,000 Soviet and Warsaw
Pact troops invade Czechoslovakia in response to
the Prague Spring

1974 - Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed is elected fifth
President of India

1975 - 11-62 crashes south of Damascus, Syria,
killing 126

1975 - Viking 1 launched to orbit around Mars,
soft landing USA

1977 - NASA launches Voyager 2 towards Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus & Neptune

1980 - UN Security Council condemns (14-0, US
abstains) Israeli declaration that all of Jerusalem
is its capital

1985 - Israel ships 96 TOWs to Iran on behalf of US
1985 - Libya throws out 1000s Tunisian/Egyptian
gas workers

1988- 6.5 earthquake strikes India/Nepal, 1,000s
killed

1988- Peru becomes a member of the Berne
Convention copyright treaty

1990- Iraq moves Western hostages to military
installations (human shields)

1991- Estonia formally declares its independence
from the USSR

1992- England get 7-363 in 55 overs vs Pakistan,
then world ODI record

1993- Oslo Peace Accords signed, after secret
negotiations in Norway, followed by a public
ceremony in Washington, D.C. the following
month

1994-  Archbishop  Quarracino
homosexuals to leave Argentina

wants  all
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[sraeli Strikes Syrian Base
Hours After Turkish Visit

GHAITH ALSAYED

Damascus, Aug 19 (AP) A Turk-
ish delegation had visited an air
base in northern Syria the day
before it was hit by Israeli air-
strikes, Syrian officials said.

The Israeli strikes hit the
Abu Duhur base early Tuesday,
hours after the delegation had
left, causing damage but no ca-
sualties. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's office said
in a statement that Israel had at-
tacked the base because Syria

demned the attack, as did Tom
Barrack, the U.S. ambassador to
Turkiye who also serves as spe-
cial envoy to Syria, and a number
of Arab countries.

Turkish officials on Wednes-
day did not comment on the
reported presence of a Turkish
military delegation. But Turki-
ye's communications directorate
accused Netanyahu of making
“untenable allegations ... intend-
ed to legitimize Israel's unlawful
airstrikes targeting Syria's sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.”
It alleged that Netanyahu aimed

was “on the verge of breaching”
an agreed-upon “status quo in
security matters” by allowing
Turkish troops to deploy there.

Two Syrian officials who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized
to comment publicly said the
Turkish delegation had visited
the air base in the northwestern
province of Idlib on Monday to
review rehabilitation work un-
derway at the facility.

It was the first confirmation
of a Turkish presence at the Abu
Duhur base.

Turkish and Syrian officials
have not publicly commented on
Turkiye's role there but have con-

“to pursue expansionist and de-
stabilizing policies in the region
ahead of the elections in Israel.”
Turkiye “will resolutely con-
tinue to cooperate with the Syr-
ian Government on a legitimate
basis for the establishment of
peace, stability, and prosperity
in Syria, and will never allow the
destabilization of Syria,” it said.
The Abu Duhur air base lies
at a strategic location near the
borders between Idlib, Aleppo and
Hama provinces. During the time
of former Syrian President Bashar
Assad, who was ousted by a rebel
offensive in December 2024, MiG-
23 and MiG-21 fighter jets and L-39
aircraft operated out of the base.

US Green Card Seekers Face
New Hurdles from Sept 18

Sagar Kulkarni

Washington, Aug 19 (PTI) Immi-
grants seeking green cards or per-
manent residency in the US will
face fresh hurdles as the Trump
administration has expanded the
definition of "public charge" to
deny applications to those avail-
ing benefits such as Medicaid,
food stamps or any subsistence
aid from the government.

The new rule finalised by
the US Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (USCIS) comes
into effect from September 18
and will also hit Indians seeking
green cards.

An earlier rule only consid-
ered two types of public benefits
as grounds for denying a green
card application: cash assistance
for income maintenance and
long-term institutionalisation at
the government's expense.

“Tomake public charge inad-
missibility determinations, US-
CIS officers will consider the five
statutory factors and any other
factor relevant to assessing the
alien's likelihood at any time of
becoming a public charge, includ-
ing the alien’s receipt of means-
tested public benefits, such as
cash assistance for income main-
tenance, housing assistance, food
stamps, financial aid for college,
or any other similar benefit,” an
official statement said.

The guidance follows the
Department of Homeland Se-
curity's decision to rescind the
2022 Biden-era public charge
regulations. The final rule was
announced on July 16 and pub-
lished in the Federal Register on
July 20.

It will apply to Forms 1-485
seeking permanent residence or
adjustment of status that are post-
marked or electronically submit-
ted on or after September 18.

The new rule allows USCIS
officers to count age, health, fam-
ily status, finances, educational
background, and even the use of
public benefits by an applicant’s
dependents, regardless of that
dependent's status, against that
applicant’s chances for approval.

If a USCIS officer finds that
an alien applying for adjustment
of status to that of a lawful perma-
nent resident in the United States
is inadmissible only because they
are likely at any time to become
a public charge, the USCIS officer
may invite the alien to post a pub-
lic charge bond.

"The public charge rule
would provide even more discre-
tion to officers to deny adjust-
ment of status applications in
light of the USCIS memo that in-
dicates that adjustment of status
requires extraordinary discre-
tion,” according to an analysis
by immigration attorneys Cyrus
Mehta and Damira Zhanatova.

Pakistan Summons US Diplomat

Over Kashmir Remarks

By Sajjad Hussain

Islamabad, Aug 19 Pakistan on
Wednesday summoned US Char-
gé d’Affaires Natalie Baker and
lodged a "strong demarche" over
remarks by US Ambassador to In-
dia Sergio Gor regarding Jammu
and Kashmir during his visit to
the union territory.

In Srinagar, Gor told report-
ers on Wednesday that Jammu
and Kashmir is an important
part of India and an incredibly
beautiful place.

Gor, who took a 'shikara' ride
at the famous Dal Lake in Sri-
nagar, also said that the US will
reconsider the advisories on travel
to Jammu and Kashmir as the cen-
tral government and Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah have taken
steps to make it a safer place.

Hours after his remarks, Pak-
istan's Foreign Office summoned
the US Chargé d’Affaires in Is-
lamabad and lodged a “strong de-
marche” over the comments made
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It was underscored
that Jammu and Kashmir
is an internationally
recognised disputed
territory, awaiting final
disposition in accordance
with the relevant

UNSC resolutions and
the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people

by Gor, who is also the Trump ad-
ministration's Special Envoy to
South and Central Asia.

"Pakistan  strongly con-
demned and categorically re-
jected the characterisation of
Jammu and Kashmir as a 'part of
India'," the Foreign Office said in
a statement.

"It was underscored that

Jammu and Kashmir is an inter-
nationally recognised disputed
territory, awaiting final dispo-
sition in accordance with the
relevant UNSC resolutions and
the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people," the statement added.

It was further highlighted
that the “irresponsible state-
ment” by the US ambassador
“negated the long-standing and
well-documented position of the
United States on the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute, and also ran
contrary to the US commitment
to the supremacy of international
law and the UN Charter,” it said.

While appreciating Presi-
dent Donald Trump's offer to
mediate between India and Paki-
stan to resolve the Kashmir issue
in the aftermath of the four-day
conflict in May last year, the US
side "was urged to ensure that its
public statements remain consis-
tent with the disputed status of
Jammu and Kashmir," the state-
ment added.

Pakistan Extends Airspace Ban for
Indian Aircraft Till Sep 24

Press Trust Of India

Islamabad- Pakistan on Wednes-
day extended the closure of its
airspace to Indian aircraft until
September 24, according to the
country’s airports authority.

Pakistan and India imposed
matching airspace restrictions
on each other’s airlines after
the Pahalgam terrorist attack in
April 2025.

“Pakistan  airspace not
available for Indian-registered
aircraft and aircraft operated or
leased by Indian airlines/opera-
tors, including military flights,”
said a Notice to Airmen (NO-
TAM) issued by the Pakistan Air-
ports Authority.

The decision comes ahead of
the expiry of the previous restric-
tion on August 23.

According to the NOTAM,
the extension will take effect
from 10:15 am on August 23 and
will remain in force until 4:59 am
on September 24.

As per a Pakistan Civil Avia-
tion Authority (PCAA) document
from 2022, the country’s airspace
is divided into two flight infor-
mation regions (FIRs) — Karachi
and Lahore.

umbai, Aug 19
(PTI) The Maha-
rashtra  Trans-
port Department
will launch a statewide drive
from Thursday to check non-
Marathi taxi and auto-rick-
shaw drivers' working knowl-
edge of Marathi language,
with RTO officials ordered to
videograph the exercise.
Transport union leaders,
however, warned of launching
an agitation over possible finan-
cial hardships and corruption
in the enforcement of the rule.
Addressing a press con-
ference at the Mantralaya
here, Transport Minister
Pratap Sarnaik said the cam-
paign will cover drivers who
do not possess the required
certificate or "working

Marathi Test Drive for
Mumbai Cab Drivers from Aug 20

knowledge" of Marathi.
Officials will first issue a
one-month notice to drivers
found lacking the required
language skills, giving them an
opportunity to learn Marathi
before punitive action is taken.
"If someone fails to do

so even after three months,
orders will be issued for can-
cellation of their licence and
badge," Sarnaik said.

A retired officer of the
Regional Transport Office
(RTO), however, told PTI
that while Minister Sarnaik

The Extension will take effect from 10:15
am on August 23 and will remain in force
until 4:59 am on September 24.

The NOTAM applies to both
the Karachi and Lahore FIRs.

The ban has been extended
monthly since last year, causing
financial problems for airlines
and extended travel time for
passengers.

India has also maintained
a reciprocal airspace ban on all

W S M A K E

claimed that the driving li-
cences of taxi and auto-rick-
shaw drivers could be sus-
pended or cancelled if they
are found having inadequate
knowledge of Marathi, the
Transport Department can
only take action against their
badges or permits and does
not have the power to sus-
pend or cancel their driving
licences on that ground.

A release issued by the
minister's office said the driv-
ers who fail to acquire prac-
tical knowledge of Marathi
during the notice period may
have their badges suspended
for up to three months, while
those who subsequently re-
fuse to learn the language
could face cancellation of
their badge and permit.

Pakistani-registered aircraft, air-
lines, and military flights as part
of measures taken against Paki-
stan in the wake of the Pahalgam
terror attack that killed 26 people
last year.

Both countries closed their
respective airspace to each oth-
er’s airlines after the attack.

Pak Seeks Review of Imran
Khan Hospital Transfer Order

Sajjad Hussain & M Zulgernain

Islamabad/Lahore, Aug 19 (PTI)
The Pakistan government on
Wednesday petitioned the Su-
preme Court, seeking a review
and recall of its order to shift
jailed former prime minister Im-
ran Khan to a private hospital.

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day directed that 73-year-old
Khan be taken to Shifa Inter-
national Hospital in Islamabad
“within the next two days”, and
he shall remain there until the
next hearing on September 16.

It also ordered the setting up
of a medical board and allowed
the former cricketer-turned-politi-
cian weekly meetings with family.

The order followed months of
concern raised by Khan’s family
and supporters over his health,
and repeated allegations of being
denied access to adequate medi-
cal care.

Khan, who is the founder of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf po-
litical party, has been in Rawal-
pindi’s Adiala Jail since 2023,
with several cases against him.

On Wednesday, the federal
government termed the order
“discriminatory” and argued it
could set a precedent for all con-
victs to seek similar treatment in
case of health issues, as it filed
the review petition.

Senior leaders of Khan’s
party criticised the federal gov-
ernment’s move and accused it
of adopting “delaying tactics”
instead of adhering to the top
court’s order.

The Supreme Court directive
in Khan’s case came while hear-

ing several identical petitions fol-
lowing the politician’s eye ailment
that surfaced earlier this year.

The petitioners had sought his
transfer to a private hospital, say-
ing they were not satisfied with the
treatment he was receiving at gov-
ernment medical facilities.

The federal government had
initially responded positively to
the order and announced its im-
plementation.

But later Law Minister Azam
Tarar announced that the govern-
ment would file a review petition
seeking modification in the order.

The government on Wednes-
day filed the review petition ar-
guing that the top court's interim
order was “discriminatory” - be-
cause it applied only to Khan and
not to prisoners in general.

It is believed that moving
Khan to a private hospital would
set a precedent for all convicts to
seek similar treatment in case of
health issues, Tarar said.

The review petition called
the order "in excess of jurisdic-
tion" and therefore "liable to be
reviewed".

It further argued that the
order "suffers from errors of law
floating on the surface of the re-
cord" and that the prison rules
had escaped the apex court's at-
tention in its ruling.

Gen Z Has Embraced
Gandhi’s Values: Tushar

Press Trust Of India

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,

Generation Z has adopted the
values of Mahatma Gandhi, who
hitherto remained confined to
symbols and memorials, his
great-grandson Tushar Gandhi
said on Wednesday, and termed
the "dimagi Naxal" remark by PM
Narendra Modi as "hate politics".

Tushar Gandhi visited Ma-
hatma Gandhi Mission Universi-
ty in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
and later met Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) convenor Abhijeet
Dipke at the latter's residence.

"Mahatma Gandhi was be-
ing kept limited to memorials
and symbols till today. If we see
'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan', it has
the logo of Bapu (Mahatma Gan-
dhi's) in spectacles; however, in-
ternal cleaning was missing here.

“But the Jantar Mantar agi-
tation shows that Generation Z
has embraced the true values of
Mahatma Gandhi rather than
his name (symbolism)," he told
reporters after visiting Mahatma
Gandhi Mission University.

Tushar Gandhi added that
the power of the youth agitation
at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi
made the Central government an-
swerable for the first time.

“For the last 12 years, this
government has become habitu-
ated to not answering anybody
and thought no one can question
them. For the first time, the ques-
tions were asked from the streets
and were repeated till they were

L
i1
answered," he added.

Queried on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's "dimagi Naxal"
remarks during the Red Fort
speech, Tushar Gandhi claimed
the government is afraid of intel-
lectual people.

"Using this term is an exam-
ple that they are afraid of people
with brains. This is another ex-
ample of hatred politics. Target-
ing a group of people who they
are afraid of does not suit the
Prime Minister," he added.

Tushar Gandhi hailed the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) for
the agitation and action.

"T applaud CJP because they
changed the questions to direct
actions. They told people that
they have to fight for their ques-
tions. Therefore, we see Gen Al-
pha is now calling the district col-
lector to visit their schools. This
change is important." he added.

Tushar Gandhi later visited
CJP convenor Abhijeet Dipke
at his residence in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar.

Woman Held Hostage,
Robbed of 375 Lakh in Delhi

ew Delhi, Aug 19
(PTI) Four armed
men allegedly
barged into a house
in Ashok Vihar in northwest
Delhi, tied a 56-year-old wom-
an's hands, taped her mouth,
and decamped with around Rs
75 lakh in cash and jewellery,
police said on Wednesday.
The incident took place
in the locality's E-Block when
the woman was alone at home.
According to the prelimi-
nary investigation, four men
waited for the woman, and
just when she was about to
leave for some work, forced
them inside. Two of them
waited on the apartment
stairs, the woman claimed.
The robbers, she claimed,

according to the police,
threatened her with a knife,
tied her hands and legs and
taped her mouth.

They also threatened to
kill her and harm her twin
daughters, the police said.

é

According to the woman,
the robbers also knew about
her deceased son and where
her daughters work.

She said the jewellery
they took away was bought

Four men waited for the woman,
and just when she was about to leave for some
work, forced them inside. Two of them waited on
the apartment stairs, the woman claimed

for the marriage of the twins,
who run a business in Chand-
ni Chowk.

The woman's husband
runs a manufacturing busi-
ness in Wazirpur village.

The police said the rob-

bers were in the house for
around 20 minutes, collect-
ing valuables.

Investigators are exam-
ining CCTV footage from
the area.
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Manual
Offering Count
at Vaishno
Devi Shrine to
End: LG

Press Trust of Inida

JAMMU: The Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) is taking signif-
icant steps to modernise
and streamline the pro-
cess of handling devotees’
offerings, with the manual
counting system set to be
completely phased out
within the next fortnight,
Jammu and Kashmir Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha
said on Wednesday.

Addressing the issue
of transparency and ef-
ficiency in the manage-
ment of temple offerings,
Sinha said the idea to dis-
continue manual counting
was suggested by a Board
member during a meeting.

"There is a lot of dis-
cussion in the country re-
garding temple offerings.
A respected member of
the Board suggested in a
meeting that the manual
counting process should
be stopped. So, two Cash
Recycler Machines (CRM)
have been installed there,
and the remaining CRMs
will be installed in 15 days,"
the Lt Governor, who is also
chairman of the SMVDSB,
said at a function here.

Sinha clarified that
neither employees of the
Shrine Board nor bank of-
ficials will have any direct
involvement in the han-
dling and counting of of-
ferings once the new sys-
tem is fully operational.

"The human interface
itself has been eliminated.
No employee of the Shrine
Board or the bank will
have any direct involve-
ment in it," he said.

He said the move is
aimed at strengthening
institutional mechanisms
for the management of
devotees’ offerings and
ensuring that the process
is carried out through a
technology-driven system
with greater transparency
and accountability.

The issue has come into
the spotlight following the
controversy over the al-
leged theft of donations by
the counting staff at the

Omar Reviews 32,000-Crore Plus
Development Projects During Srinagar Tour

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday undertook
an extensive early-morning tour of
Srinagar, reviewing the progress of
major development projects across
all eight Assembly constituencies
and directing concerned depart-
ments to expedite ongoing works
and ensure that public infrastruc-
ture is completed within stipulated
timelines.

Beginning his tour at around
6:30 am, the Chief Minister visited
nearly a dozen project sites cover-
ing road connectivity, traffic in-
frastructure, healthcare, heritage
conservation and sports facilities.
He interacted with officials and ex-
ecuting agencies and reviewed the
physical progress of the works.

At Barbar Shah in Habba Kadal,
Omar inspected the site of the
proposed multi-span bridge over
Choont Khul, being executed by the
Public Works (R&B) Department at
an estimated cost of ¥32.50 crore.
The bridge is designed to improve
connectivity towards Shehar-e-
Khaas, facilitate smoother traffic
movement and strengthen urban
mobility in the historic core of Sri-
nagar.

The Chief Minister also in-
spected the newly constructed
Urban Primary Health Centre at
Maharaj Gunj. The facility is being
developed at an estimated cost of
%2.62 crore under UT CAPEX and
is intended to strengthen primary
healthcare services in the Shehar-
e-Khaas area.

Work on the health centre com-
menced in November 2024 and is
scheduled for completion by No-
vember 20, 2026. Officials briefed
the Chief Minister that major civil
works, including brickwork, inter-
nal plastering, tile work and win-
dow fixing, have been completed,
while electrical works are around
85 per cent complete. The fire-
fighting system has also been com-
pleted.

At Mirza Kamil Sahib Chowk in
Hawal, Omar laid the foundation
stone for a 21.33-crore beautifica-
tion, upgradation and junction im-
provement project.

The project includes upgrada-
tion of the existing road pavement,
pedestrian-friendly footpaths, new
kerbs and drainage arrangements,
road markings, traffic signage,
bollards and delineators. It also
includes modern LED street light-
ing, solar traffic blinkers and other
measures aimed at improving pe-
destrian safety and the overall ap-
pearance of the junction.

At Sub District Hospital Habak
in Hazratbal, the Chief Minister in-
spected the ongoing construction
of the upgraded hospital building
and reviewed the progress of the

CM Omar Warns Against Using
'Gen Z' as a Threat

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday warned that using the
'Gen Z' tag as a threat will quickly
lead to the erosion of any goodwill
for the youth.

Abdullah was commenting on a
video in which a young woman could
be seen raising her voice against the
Ladakh police at a checkpoint. The
girl in the video said, "We are Gen Z
and we are not going to tolerate this."

"This 'we are Gen Z' has be-
come the new 'jaantay nahin ho
mera baap kaun hai'. The quickest
way to erode any Gen Z goodwill
is to start using it as a threat at
the slightest perceived affront,"
Abdullah posted on X while re-
posting the video from his per-
sonal account.

In the undated video which

The project, which had remained
stalled for a considerable period,
was revived after the present
Council of Ministers granted the re-
quired norm relaxations. With a re-
vised cost of ¥54.49 crore, the project
envisages a two-basement, four-storey
facility with a 50-bed hospital. Omar
directed the authorities to maintain mo-
mentum and complete the project within
the stipulated timeframe.

The Chief Minister next inspect-
ed the ongoing conservation and
restoration of the historic Aali Mas-
jid at Eidgah.

The first phase of the conserva-
tion project is being executed by
the Public Works Department at a
cost of 34.88 crore, with comple-
tion targeted for October 2026. The
works include strengthening of
the roof, wooden flooring, Khatam
Band work, papier-maché, ashlar
stone work, Devri cornices and oth-
er conservation measures.

Omar directed officials to ensure
meticulous execution of the resto-
ration works while preserving the
architectural and heritage charac-

surfaced on social media, the
woman was aggrieved about be-
ing stopped near Minimarg in the
Ladakh region, a place famous for
being the gateway between Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

She claimed that the people had
been made to wait there for five
hours. "We pay from our pockets to
visit and they are doing this to us.
Earlier they used to do this to Kash-
miris (only), now they are doing it
with tourists as well," she added.

The woman staged a dharna at
the check post and did not allow
even an Army convoy to proceed to-
wards a transit camp. The situation
was brought under control after the
district officials convinced her.

The woman's remarks against
the Army have drawn criticism
from former Army officers who
said her behaviour towards men
in uniform was uncalled for.

The Chief Minister also reviewed
the road-safety infrastructure proj-
ect involving construction of fly-
overs at Parimpora and Shalteng
junctions on the Srinagar Bypass
(NH-44).

The project, estimated to cost
285 crore, has an approximate total
length of 2,000 metres and includes
elevated sections, approaches, ser-
vice roads, drainage and utility cor-
ridors. The intervention is aimed at
improving traffic movement and
road safety along one of Srinagar's
important traffic corridors.

At SKIMS Medical College and
Hospital, Bemina, Omar reviewed
the progress of two major institu-
tional projects—the 250-bedded
IPD Block and the College/Labora-
tory Block.

The 250-bedded IPD Block, ap-
proved at
a cost of
%83.94 crore,
has achieved
around 80
per cent
physical

is targeted for completion by De-
cember 2026.

The College/Laboratory Block,
with an approved cost of %88.23
crore, has achieved around 66 per
cent physical progress and is tar-
geted for completion by December
2027.

The Chief Minister also inspected
the site of the proposed High Court
Complex at Rakh-i-Aksha, Bemina.
The comprehensive project has an
approved cost of 908.20 crore.

The main building will comprise
two basements, a ground floor and
six upper floors and will accom-
modate courtrooms, Judges’ cham-
bers, Bar rooms, meeting rooms
and parking facilities. Additional
western and eastern blocks are
proposed to house judicial and ad-
ministrative functions along with
other facilities.

The overall complex is planned
to provide 1,600 car-parking spac-
es. Phase-II of the project will in-
clude additional facilities such as a
judicial block, guest house, audito-
rium, police constabulary and resi-
dential quarters.

Reviewing traffic infrastructure,
Omar inspected the proposed Mo-
minabad Vehicle Underpass, in-
tended to reduce congestion and fa-
cilitate smoother movement along
the National Highway.

The proposed four-lane under-
pass will have a 22.50-metre main
carriageway, service roads, drain-
age and utility corridors and a ver-
tical clearance of 5.5 metres.

He also reviewed the proposed
underpass at Nowgam Railway
Station and the Foot Over Bridge
at Children Hospital, Bemina. The
combined sanctioned cost of these
works is *31.52 crore. The FOB will
include lift facilities for persons
with disabilities, senior citizens
and women.

At Gindun Sports Complex, Ra-
jbagh, the Chief Minister inspect-
ed the recently completed main
swimming pool, developed at a cost

Man killed after Motorcycle
Collides with Vehicle

BANDIPORA: A 30-year-old man was killed while his pillion
rider was injured after the motorcycle they were travelling on
was hit by an unknown vehicle at Main Market Hajin in north
Kashmir's Bandipora district on Wednesday, officials said.

Anofficial told KNO that the duo were travelling on a motor-
cycle when an unknown vehicle hit them at Main Market Hajin.

He said both sustained injuries and were initially shifted to
SDH Sumbal, from where they were referred to SKIMS Soura for
specialised treatment.

The official said that upon arrival at SKIMS Soura, doctors
declared one of them brought dead, while the otheris undergo-
ing treatment.

The deceased was later identified as Yawar Ahmad Mir
(30), son of Mohammad Altaf Mir, a resident of Sumbanora,
Bandipora, while his injured pillion rider was identified as Abdul
Rashid Makroo (45), son of Abdul Rehman Makroo, a resident
of Sudnara, Bandipora.

Meanwhile, an investigation has been taken up—(KNO)

Man Drowns While Saving
Son in Qazigund

QAZIGUND: A man drowned while attempting to rescue his
five-year-old son after the child accidentally fell into Nallah
Sandran at Nussu Badragund area of Qazigund in south Kash-
mir's Anantnag district on Wednesday.

An official told KNO that the father-son duo had gone to the
area to attend a marriage ceremony when the child fell into the
water channel.

The child, Imad Zahoor (5), was rescued and shifted to
Emergency Hospital Qazigund, where he is undergoing treat-
ment and is stated to be stable and under observation.

The deceased has been identified as Zahoor Ahmad Ganie,
a resident of Nigenpora, who drowned while trying to save his
son.

Meanwhile, police have taken cognisance of the incident
and initiated proceedings—(KNO)

10 Injured After Passenger
Bus Accident in Nagrota

JAMMU: At least ten persons were injured after a passenger
bus met with an accident in the Nagrota area of Jammu on
Wednesday, officials said.

An official told KNO that the accident occurred in the Na-
grota area, leaving ten persons injured.

He said that soon after the incident, the injured were shifted
to a nearby hospital for medical treatment. Their condition is
stated to be stable.

Meanwhile, police have taken cognisance of the incident—
(KNO)

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information to the general public that | Kounsara
Ali D/0 Ali Mohmmad Sofi have lost my Discharge Certificate of
class 12th bearing roll no 3114423 Bi-Annual 2019-20. Now
I intend to get its duplicate. In this regard if anybody have any
kind of objection he/she may file the same with JKBOSE within
a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice. No
objection will be entertained afterwards.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SUB
TRANSMISSION DIVISION BIJBEHARA

www.jkpdd.gov.in Tel No: - 09132-233002 Fax No:- 09132-234397
e-mail: xen-stdbijbehara@jk.gov.in, xenstdbijbehara@gmail.com,

Ram Temple in Ayodhya. long-pending project. ter of the historic monument. progress and
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR e-NITNO: STB/29 of 2026-27; Dated: 14/08/2026
;oi For and on behalf of the Lt Governor, Jammu and Kashmir State, e-Tenders (In Two Cover System) are hereby invited from “A” Class Electrical Contractors
( 0FFIBE “f THE ExEc“TIVE ENGINEEH (“&B) nIVISI“N EAN“EHBA[ issued by the Electrical inspectorate of Govt of Central Inspectorial organization of Govt. of India/ other state Govt. In case bid submitted joint venture
A firm, any of partner should possess “A” class electrical license for “Augumentation of Receiving Station Ashmugam from Existing (1 x 6.3 +1x10)MVA to
/ NOTICE INVITING TENDER 2 x 10 MVA” as per terms, conditions, technical specifications and schedules forming part of this tender document. Intending bidders are requested to
TR Y submit their offer along with terms, conditions, technical specifications and annexure forming part of this tender document. The details are as under:
e-NIT No.52/EE/R&B/Divn/Gbl of 2026-27 under Endorsement No.:6422-27 Dated:18-08-2026 o
# Name of Work Adv. Cost. (INRs,) | COstofe-Bid/ tender | by o)
For and behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, UT of J&K, e-tenders (In Single Cover) are being invited on a Percentage basis (as applicable) from approved ) ) ) document (Rs)
and eligible Contractors registered with the J&K Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments for the following works:- 1 Augumentation of Receiving Station Ashmugam from Existing (1 x 6.3 1386193.00 1000 27725.00
Adv. Cost Cost of Tender Earnest Money | . . "~ [+1x10)MVAto 2 x 10 MVA ) )
S. No.|Name of the Work InL D t(In R InR Time of Completion | Class of Contractor
P e S BT (In Lacs) | Document (In Rupees)| (In Rupees) 2 [Publishing Date & Time 14.08.2026 (1700 Hrs)
" ac; am;za '°"| 0 'timM 0a '\; °k tsls r'ltch AAY Class with 3 [Document Download / Sale Start Date & Time 14.08.2026 (1700 Hrs)
01. Aﬁi"e dqt‘ii[(:’sn :e(r"::g&le (Mac?]'i':]e N?.; I‘;d x:th 49.81 1100 99,620 30-Days HMPO or MoU with 4 |Seek Clarification Start Date & Time 14.08.2026 (1700 Hrs)
P u Registered HMPO 5 [Seek Clarification End Date & Time 03.09.2026 (1700 Hrs)
aver). 6__|Bid Submission Start Date & Time 14.08.2026 (1700 Hrs)
1. The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a bill of quantities (B.0.Q), a 7 |Bid Submission End Date & Time 04.09.2026 (1700 Hrs)
set of cfmtract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in on the 8 [Bid opening date & Time 05.09.2026 (1700 Hrs)
dates listed below: - 9 [Venue of opening Bids STD Bijbehara
1. |Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18-08-2026 Please Read Standard Bidding Document Carefully
2. |Period of Downloading of Bidding Documents | 18-08-2026 1. The tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarification if
3. |Bid Submission Start Date 18-08-2026 from 04:00 PM required and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below:.
4. |Bid Submission End Date 24-08-2026 upto 04:00 PM 2. There is no need of furnishing of hard copies of bids after submission of e-tenders. The same should be obtained only from the bidder who is declared
5. |Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids (Online) | 25-08-2026 at 10:00 AM in the Office of PW(R&B) Division Ganderbal. as L1 after opening of financial bid as per the instructions of Finance Department issued vide 0.M No. A/24(2017)-651; Dated: 07-06-2018
2. Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 3. Allthe e-Bids must be _acoompamed by the scanned copy of cost of tender document. The cost of tender document should be paid through e- challan/
0059in the name of Executive Engineer 4 i\rﬁarslurycshz"an /rezelptonly' ied by th d copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/TD, pledged to the Executive Engineer Sub transmissi
R&B Division Ganderbal (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document. (The name of the Work along with NIT No. and Serial No. must be written ) " t ,e e _'_ s must be accompanied by the scanned copy o In the 0"_" 0 ; /FDR/TD, pledged to the ecugve ngmegr ub transmission
on the Treasury Challan). DIVISI.OH But.)ehar?. Np Interest wou!d be pgy_able on Eamest N_Ioney deposnted. with tr.1e Department. I:Iov.vever. thg bldt_i_er who is declared L1 after
3, Atthe time of tendering, all bidders must upload eamest money,bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged open_lng of financial bid has to submit the original EMD to the office of the Executive Engineer Sub transmission Division Bijbehara through speed post,
to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal (Dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission Courier _° rby pand. . . o . . . .
End date). 5. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder's represen_tatlves, wt_lo choose to atFend at the venue, date and time mer_ltlon(_ed in
4. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of Allotted Cost as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive the a.bove table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An authority letter of bidder's/OEM representative will be
Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal within 03 days before Fixation of contract and shall be released after completion of DLP and the 2% EMD shall be required to be produced. . . . . L -
released in favour of successful bidder only after the receipt of 5% Performance Security. 6. The De?artment reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids/ the e-Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The decision of department
. ill be final and binding.
5. Unbalanced Bid:- w o . . . . e . .
As perthe Circular Instructions of Finance Department Vide No. (Principal Secretary to Government Finance Department’s circular issued under endorsement No: 7. fln”the_ event (:(f. da:ie Spﬁgwd for ef lgi_openn:jg t;emg declared a holiday for department's office then the due date for opening of e-Bids shall be the
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» Where the bid price is below 10% but not below 20% of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee/security percentage shall ’ Sch : :qun(r)eQ hocr:l; n Iexc du d'";g ctnce. (:I e li:/ Q ‘;85 0 etup oa d € d ‘ilh the Z_B[I) er electronically in the ormat, whereas Frice
be Incremented by 0.1% for every percentage of bid price below 10% of the project cost put to bid starting at 11% with the additional bid performance chedu e/ s ou . ?Up oaded e e. ronically in the sa]n!e. 's et provt ‘? ] with the . .
guarantee being 0.1% and this additional performance guarantee percentage shall be applied on the bid price. 9. To Pqnlclqate |n- e-bl-ddl_ng process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ class lll(b) as per Information Technology Act-2000, to
> Where the bid price is 20% or more below of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee percentage shall be Incremented by 0.2% 10 .'r)'? rttlcu:jatedln onllnetb_lddln_:lg. bl psite. Interested bidd iew. download the e-Bid d t seekclarificati d submittheire-Bid onli
for every percentage of bid price below 20% of the project cost put to bid in addition to 1% of the bid price and this additional performance guarantee : € tenderdocumentis avafiable on Website. interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clariication and submit theire-Bid oniine
percentage shall be applied on the bid price. up to the date and time mentioned in the table above. The Quoted rates shall be Firm, inclusive of all taxes and duties, WCT, freight, transportation up
| 4 The additional performance guarantee percentage shall be rounded off to the next lower percentage based on whether the decimal point of the to. working sites.. The rates sha!l include costg Hfany atiracted towardsm andatoryinspectigns/ testing by the designated agencies and the department
percentage of bid price is below 0.5% or next higher percentage based on whether the decimal point of the percentage of bid price is 0.5% or more. will not be requw-ed to pay/ reimburse anything over and abmfe the price quoted. Al t.h € l?'ds must be supported by the .Instlmment of EMD ofth_e t.exact
> The additional performance security shall be treated as part of the performance security. ?mount as mentioned in the above table and shall have been issued post tender publication date. Moreover, any deviation in the EMD amount is liable
. ; . i . . . . . . or rejection.
Lh:si:z_)a:: ttI:ZiEr: :f;gﬁn;';%:’;gdih?g? dbseonfor’;g?doﬁrs]it/';et‘)ni’ggzIrtseglv:l’;l.:afindeit&gg‘slliizlicsan;iyt\j\?etl;)stir: ibnl(:'(11:r(s);il::tgr(:lfa&t;aimit:ero;nﬂ::; FT 8?!: 11. In case the bid of the bidder is unbalanced, the bidder has to submit additional performance security depositin the shape of CDR/FDR as per the latest
Division Ganderbal ' P P Circular issued by Finance Deptt. Vide their No:FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 Dt. 08.08.2025
6 The bids forthe wor.k shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bids 12. The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before the submission of bid.
7' The eamest money shall be forfeited if- P Y P ’ 13. Before the deadline for submission of bids, the employer reserves the right to modify the bidding document by issuing Addendum/Corrigendum.
X . ysha . . . S e - . 14. All requisite documents like EMD, eChallan, NIT, SBD, Experience Certificate, Tumover Certificate, ITR, GSTR, PAN Card etc. as sought in the eNIT must
a). Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid. be comoulsorily unloaded with the bid
b). Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit. p yup '
c). Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract. NO:STB/Ts/4386-89 Sd/=
No.: 6422-27 Sd/- Dated: 14.08.2026 Executive Engineer
Dated:- 18-08-2026 D_IPK'473°'26 Executive Engineer DIPK-NB-1440-26 Sub Transmission Division
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Karewas
Aren’t Quarries

ashmir’s Karewas have been cut open for years, one excava-
tion after another, as if these ancient terraces were piles of
earth waiting to be taken away.

Now the scale has a number.

A government-led inspection has found that more than 18 lakh
metric tons of clay, sand and gravel were excavated from Karewa
sites in Budgam and Pulwama between 2019 and 2024. The findings
are before the National Green Tribunal after a petition challenged
the mining activity.

The number is startling. The larger story is what it tells us about
the way Kashmir has approached development.

A Karewa becomes valuable when it can supply material
for a road, a building or some other project. Its agricultural
value often receives far less attention. Its geological history
receives even less.

That logic has consumed pieces of Kashmir for years.

The inspection identified Zadoora, Gowherpora and Rangeen
Kultreh among the major sites. Satellite images showed excavation
expanding at Zadoora between 2020 and 2025, with separate mined
areas gradually joining into larger scars.

At Gowherpora, the pollution control authorities found exca-
vation taking place without environmental clearance, an approved
mining plan, pollution-control consent or an environmental manage-
ment plan.

Beyond procedural lapses, they point to a system in which the
land was treated as a source of material before it was treated as a
public asset.

Karewas hold a special place in Kashmir’s landscape. Their soils
support orchards and crops, while their distinctive formations also
tell part of the valley’s geological story.

Once large sections are excavated, that story becomes harder to
preserve and productive land becomes harder to recover.

Development itself is not the problem. Kashmir needs roads,
schools, hospitals, housing and public infrastructure. The problem
begins when development loses its sense of limits.

The Karewas show what that looks like.

A project gets approved, soil gets removed, machinery moves
in, a slope changes shape, and an agricultural landscape becomes a
quarry. Later, officials arrive to measure the damage.

That order has to change.

The NGT case gives Kashmir a chance to ask a larger question
about its development model: Who decides which landscapes can be
consumed? Who checks what leaves the ground? Who restores land
after extraction? Who answers when rules are bypassed?

Accountability should follow the evidence, while restoration
should follow accountability.

Kashmir cannot keep calling every piece of land a resource sim-
ply because someone can extract something from it.

The Karewas are older than our roads, projects and administra-
tive boundaries. They fed generations before today’s development
plans existed.

They should still be here when those plans are forgotten.

Kashmir’s Counterfeit Crisis

Geographical Indication tags gave Kashmiri artisans a
name worth defending, but almost no tools to defend it.

Naziya Rashid

genuine Kashmir Pashmi-

na shawl can take months

of handwork before it

reaches a buyer. A power
loom can produce something simi-
lar in an afternoon.

Both can appear on shelves from
Delhi to Dubai under the same three
words: Kashmir Pashmina.

That is where the trouble begins.

The name promises craftsmanship,
origin and quality. The market, increas-
ingly, has learned to sell that promise
without delivering the craft behind it.

It exposes the limits of a legal system
that gave Kashmir Pashmina a powerful
name, backed by centuries of craftsman-
ship, but has struggled to keep it from
counterfeiters.

Kashmiri Pashmina received Geo-
graphical Indication registration in
2008, GI No. 46, and Kashmir Hand-
Knotted Carpets followed in 2016 as GI
No. 527, both filed through the regis-
try in Chennai, the carpet application
brought by Meeras carpet weavers on
behalf of the Kashmir Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries.

Both registrations lie under India’s
Geographical Indications of Goods (Reg-
istration and Protection) Act, which
took effect in September 2003.

The statute exists partly because of
an international commitment: under the
TRIPS Agreement, a country that fails to
protect a product’s origin at home has no
claim to protection abroad either.

The goal is straightforward: only
genuine producers in the valley may
call their pashmina “Kashmir Pash-
mina” or their carpets “Kashmir Hand-
Knotted Carpets.” Registration should
let artisans capture higher prices for
authenticity that machine production
cannot replicate.

But while registration turned out to
be the easy part, enforcement, the piece
that actually protects an artisan’s in-
come, remains badly underdeveloped.

Pashmina itself begins far from any
loom, in the high-altitude terrain of Lada-
kh, where Changthangi goats grow the fine
undercoat that gives the fabric its name,
sometimes called Kashmir’s soft gold.

Spinners and weavers in the val-
ley convert that raw fleece into fabric
using techniques passed down through
generations, an intricate process that
resists shortcuts.

Genuine pashmina takes months of
careful work, but somewhere between
that slow process and a shawl made on
a power loom, a whole counterfeit econ-
omy has grown.

Shawls made with sheep wool, silk
or synthetic fibres are sold as pash-
mina, carrying a name they never
earned. Buyers rarely can tell the dif-

arjeeling Teaand

Basmati Rice have
generated a substantial
body of Gl litigation in Indian
courts. Kashmir Pashmina
and Kashmir Hand-Knotted
Carpets have generated
almost none, and anyone
who has bargained over a
shawlin a tourist market
knows the shortage of
lawsuits has nothing to
do with a shortage of
counterfeits.

ference by touch, and few think to ask
for certification.

Srinagar’s Craft Development Insti-
tute runs a testing facility and issues a
Pashmina quality mark, but participa-
tion is voluntary, and online retailers
face almost no pressure to prove what
they sell.

Carpets tell a similar story, with a
much longer supply chain attached.

Kashmir’s hand-knotted carpet tra-
dition dates to the 15th century, when
Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin is said to have
brought weavers from Persia and Cen-
tral Asia to train local artisans.

Over time, Kashmiri weavers adapt-
ed those techniques and made the craft
their own.

Today, counterfeit and power-
loomed carpets move through ex-
porters, wholesalers, retailers, and
e-commerce platforms before reach-
ing customers continents away from
Srinagar, in countries where Indian GI
registration holds little legal force un-
less that same mark has also secured
protection under local law.

Distance itself becomes a shield for
infringement.

The GI Act gives registered pro-

prietors real weapons: the right to sue,
to seek injunctions, to collect dam-
ages, and to pursue criminal penalties
against anyone who falsely applies a
protected name.

That toolkit sounds serious until
someone asks who is supposed to use it.

Most pashmina spinners and carpet
weavers work alone or in small house-
hold units. They fall outside the “autho-
rised users” the statute imagines, and
they lack the money and legal training
needed to sue a retailer in Mumbai, let
alone a seller overseas.

Producer collectives and govern-
ment bodies that could act on artisans’
behalf have brought few enforcement
cases given how widespread the misuse
is, and surveillance of labels, fiber con-
tent, and online listings happens sporad-
ically rather than systematically.

International law makes the
problem more complicated, leaving
Kashmir’s traditional artisans with
a harder fight to protect a name built
over generations.

TRIPS sets a basic level of protection
for geographical indications across WTO
member countries. But its strongest pro-
tection, which can block use of a protect-
ed name even when there is no proof that
consumers were misled, is reserved for
wines and spirits.

Handicrafts like pashmina and hand-
knotted carpets lie in the weaker category,
so Indian registration alone does little once
a product crosses a border.

New Delhi has pushed for years to
extend the stronger standard to all GI-
protected goods, without success so far.

Until that changes, protection outside
India depends on a slow, expensive collec-
tion of separate national filings that in-
dividual artisan communities have little
realistic way to pursue on their own.

Court records make the weakness
visible, showing how difficult it can be to
turn legal protection on paper into mean-
ingful protection in the marketplace.

Darjeeling Tea and Basmati Rice
have generated a substantial body of
GI litigation in Indian courts. Kashmir
Pashmina and Kashmir Hand-Knotted
Carpets have generated almost none, and
anyone who has bargained over a shawl
in a tourist market knows the shortage of
lawsuits has nothing to do with a short-
age of counterfeits.

It shows who gets hurt by infringe-
ment and who has the standing to fight it.

The artisans best positioned to spot
fraud are the least equipped to litigate it,
and the government bodies holding the
registrations rarely have the ground-level
intelligence to identify specific violations.

Without case law, the practical scope
of these protections stays uncertain even to
the producers the law was written to help.

Beneath the legal disputes and mar-
ket battles is a human cost that falls most
heavily on the artisans whose liveli-
hoods depend on the craft.

Much of Kashmir’s pashmina and
carpet workforce consists of home-based
workers, many of them women doing
spinning and finishing work for piece-
work wages that fall first when coun-
terfeit competition drags prices down
throughout the market.

Families who have practiced these
crafts for generations increasingly
watch their children choose other work,
because a market that cannot separate
genuine Kashmiri craftsmanship from
imitation cannot reward it consistently,
regardless of how much individual buy-
ers value the real thing.

Consumer education should go hand
in hand with legal enforcement. Buyers
should know what a GI mark certifies,
why hand-knotted carpets cost more, and
why genuine pashmina cannot be sold at
mass-market prices.

An informed buyer can push the
market toward honesty more effectively
than any single lawsuit.

But none of this calls for scrapping
the GI framework. It simply means mak-
ing the system work as it was meant to.

Giving registered artisan coopera-
tives real legal standing, forcing sellers,
especially online platforms, to certify
origin and fiber content, tightening cus-
toms checks, and pursuing GI recogni-
tion in major export markets would close
much of the gap that counterfeiters cur-
rently exploit.

Damages recovered through in-
fringement suits, along with any certifi-
cation or licensing fees collected, ought
to flow directly back to the producer
communities who generate the value in
the first place.

Kashmir’s Geographical Indica-
tions protect livelihoods and centuries of
craft knowledge together, a combination
worth more than intellectual property
law usually accounts for.

An old Kashmiri saying holds that a
thread once broken leaves an invisible knot.
Cultural heritage works the same way.

Once authenticity disappears from
a market, no law or brand value can
fully restore it, and Kashmiri artisans
have limited time left to wait for that
lesson to sink in.

The author is a PhD scholar at the
University of Kashmir's Department

of Law. Her doctoral thesis examines
infringement of Geographical Indica-
tions of Kashmir. She can be reached at
naziya.rashid82@gmail.com.

The Business of Insecurity

A once-restrained grooming culture has become a marketplace built on
manufactured doubt, and someone profits from every purchase It provokes.

what we see now.

something else entirely.

waxy cream, mehendi, and a touch
of lipstick were often the whole routine.
That restraint has given way to

Makeup has grown into a sprawl-

Mohammad Ilyas Bhat

few days ago, at a friend’s
house, I counted more than
thirty empty makeup boxes
piled near the gate.

Different brands and shades were
discarded within what must have been
a matter of weeks.

I stood there longer than I meant
to, doing the math on what those boxes
must have cost, and a question settled in
that I have not been able to shake since:
has beauty itself become just another
consumer product, manufactured and
sold the way soap or shampoo is sold?

Kashmir did not always look like this.

Before the 1990s, elaborate makeup
was generally frowned upon here. Lip-
stick, worn on an ordinary day, invited
disapproval rather than admiration.

Even brides, on the most sig-
nificant day of their lives, kept their
grooming modest by comparison with

ing fashion industry, and what used to
be an occasional touch has become, for
many women, a daily obligation.

The change extends well beyond
the products themselves. A full pro-
fessional beauty economy has formed
around them.

Beauticians and makeup artists
get hired for weddings, parties, photo-
graphs, and even ordinary gatherings,
often at prices that would have seemed
absurd a generation ago.

Grooming that once took a few
minutes at a mirror now runs through
professionals, specialized products, and
real expense.

Beauty has become
thing purchased rather
something expressed.

These artists take women who
are already attractive and layer on
foundation, concealer, contouring,
highlighter, false eyelashes, and
elaborate eye work until the original
face barely surfaces.

some-
than

The real question was never whether makeup is good or
bad. It is who convinced us that we are not beautiful without

it, and who cashes the cheque every time we believe them.

Here is the real question: did wom-
en suddenly become less attractive, or
did our sense of what attractiveness
means get rewritten?

The answer lies in the psychology
behind the industry itself.

Modern advertising almost nev-
er sells a cream or a foundation as a

cream or a foundation. It sells con-
fidence, allure, youth, social accep-
tance, and self-worth.

A woman sees an image built to
look flawless, and the advertising nudg-
es her toward believing something is
missing from her own face.

The solution, conveniently, sits on

the next shelf.

Walk through any cosmetics coun-
ter and count the promises. One cream
claims to lighten skin, another claims
to erase wrinkles. One more defines the
eyes, while other reworks the structure
of the face.

The industry manufactures insecu-
rity first, then sells the cure.

Social media has poured fuel on
this fire.

Filters and digitally altered pho-
tographs have built beauty standards
that no unedited human face can meet.
A teenage girl scrolls past an enhanced
image, holds it up against her own re-
flection, and concludes she falls short.

She buys the next product simply be-
cause she has been convinced she needs it.

Social pressure does the rest of
the work. Once one woman in a circle
adopts elaborate makeup, others feel
pulled toward the same standard.

What looked excessive a few years
back now reads as ordinary.

Eventually, appearing in public with-
out makeup starts to feel like the unusual
choice, rather than the default one.

This is how consumer culture al-
ways operates.

It introduces an extravagance, lets

that extravagance harden into fashion,
and finally turns the fashion into an ob-
ligation nobody questions.

None of this makes cosmetics them-
selves the enemy. Personal grooming
has existed in some form throughout hu-
man history, and there is nothing wrong
with wanting to look presentable.

The trouble begins when appear-
ance turns into obsession, a natural
face gets treated as a flaw, and money
and hours get poured into chasing a
standard invented by people with a fi-
nancial stake in the chase.

We would do well to remember that
beauty does not always call for correction.

A healthy face, natural features,
simplicity, and genuine confidence
hold their own worth without a single
product added.

The real question was never wheth-
er makeup is good or bad. It is who
convinced us that we are not beautiful
without it, and who cashes the cheque
every time we believe them.

The author works in agricultural seed
production and is currently writing his
first short story collection in Kashmir.
He can be reached at mbhatilyas@
gmail.com.
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The Iranian Cyclist in Kashmir

[ranian psychologist and mountaineer Arzoo Eskandari has cycled through 10
countries on a peace journey across Asia, selling her car and leaving her job behind to
meet people beyond the reach of language, politics and national frontiers.

Syed Mohammad Burhan

rezoo Eskandari has spent the past
Aseveral months turning a bicycle into a
passport.

The Iranian clinical psychologist, moun-
taineer and tourism ambassador for Isfahan
has cycled through 10 countries, including
Vietnam, Malaysia, Laos, Thailand and In-
dia, with Kashmir becoming one of the most
meaningful stops on a journey that began
with a simple idea: slow down enough to see
the people around you.

Her bicycle, which she calls “Afra,” the Per-
sian word for maple tree, has become part
vehicle, part diary. She has painted personal
messages on its handles, including one that
reads, “slow down and open your eyes to see
the world around.”

The sentence captures much of what she
says she has learned on the road.

Eskandari began travelling alone about a
decade ago, gradually persuading a tradition-
ally minded family to let her go farther. A
one-day trip became two days, then a week,
followed by longer expeditions.

Mountain climbing came first. She has
climbed high peaks in Iran, Mount Ararat in
Turkey and a mountain in Armenia. She later
cycled through Istanbul and Van and trav-
elled nearly 8,400 kilometres inside Iran.

Her Asian expedition demanded a larger
sacrifice.

She sold her ordinary car after failing to
find a sponsor willing to believe in her plan
to cycle through Asia. She left her psychology
job and began funding the journey herself,
cooking her own meals and avoiding hotels
whenever the cost became too high.

The journey has also unfolded against
events much larger than one cyclist.

When war broke out while she was in Thai-
land, Iran’s internet services were severely dis-
rupted for one to two months. Eskandari could
barely contact her family in Isfahan, a city tar-
geted in the attacks. Her parents, accustomed
to regular video calls and updates through
Instagram, suddenly had no way of knowing
where she was or whether she was safe.

Kashmir, aka Iran-e-Sageer, gave her a dif-
ferent experience.

She found local people helpful and hos-
pitable, and she has spoken publicly about
feeling more comfortable here than in sev-
eral other Indian cities she visited. She also
discovered cultural connections with Iran
that made the valley feel unexpectedly close
to home.

Eskandari spoke to Kashmir Observer
about travelling alone as an Iranian woman,
the risks and kindness she has encountered
on the road, the war that separated her from
her family, her decision to sell her car, and
why she believes a bicycle can become a ve-
hicle for peace.

Kashmir Observer: You have travelled
through different countries, and profession-
ally you are a psychologist. What inspired
you to leave that life behind and travel by
bicycle?

Arzoo Eskandari: Before I tell you about
my journey, let me introduce myself. My
name is Arzoo Eskandari. I am a psycholo-
gist and a traveller, and [ am currently travel-
ling by bicycle. So far, I have travelled to 10
countries, including Vietnam, Malaysia, Laos,
Thailand and India, and now I am in Kashmir.

This journey began around eight years ago.
Before travelling by bicycle, I was a moun-
tain climber. I climbed high mountains in
Iran, Turkey and Armenia. I also travelled
by bicycle in Istanbul and Van. Within Iran,
I travelled through almost the whole country
by bicycle and covered approximately 8,400
kilometres.

Now [ want to travel through all of Asia by
bicycle.

You asked why I left my job and why I left
my country. Travelling by bicycle is difficult
for a woman, particularly because security
can become a concern. Still, I love exploring
the world this way.

The main message of my journey is “slow
life.” People think too much about the past
and worry too much about the future. [ want
to live in the present and enjoy it.

A bicycle makes that possible. I travel
slowly enough to connect directly with vil-
lages, cities and local people. I want to under-
stand their culture, food, clothing and way of
life. Those experiences are a central part of

the journey for me.

Kashmir Observer: You are travelling alone
as a woman. What has that experience been
like?

Eskandari: | continue travelling despite my
fears. My biggest concern is security because
I am a woman and I cannot trust everyone.
So I pay close attention to my surroundings.

At the same time, [ have met many kind
families in different cities. They have helped
me and welcomed me. [ try to keep a posi-
tive mindset, and [ generally meet positive
people.

My psychology background also helps me.
I can observe people and understand whom I
can trust and around whom I should remain
cautious.

Kashmir Observer: You must have expe-
rienced both good and difficult moments. Is
there one experience that remains especially
memorable?

Eskandari: The best part of travelling
through different countries has been meeting
people who did not understand my language
at all.

We could not communicate through
words, but they welcomed me with immense
love and kindness. They hosted me in their
homes and helped me. Sometimes we could
not even have a proper conversation.

That taught me something important.
The language of humanity is greater than
language itself. Humanity has no borders,
boundaries or race. Two people can connect
even when they cannot speak to one another.

That has been the most beautiful experi-
ence of my journey.

I have not experienced anything extremely
bad. Laos was difficult at one point because
many roads there are unsuitable for bicycles.
[ had a minor accident and injured my leg. I
rested for several days and recovered.

Travelling alone also means taking care of
yourself. If you become sick, nobody is auto-
matically there to look after you. You have to
become your own doctor.

Kashmir Observer: You wrote on Insta-
gram that Kashmir was a place where nobody
had bothered you. What happened during
your journey in India that led you to say that?

Eskandari: When [ entered India, I trav-
elled through several cities and felt that the
situation was different in different places. In
some places, I did not feel completely com-

fortable going out alone.

Kashmir felt very different.

First, Kashmir is a very clean place. I also
found people here more helpful, and I felt
that I could trust them more.

Once I needed a taxi, but I had no internet
connection. Local people arranged one for me
and helped me. They treated me with great
politeness and respect.

That experience overwhelmed me.

Kashmir Observer: You began your jour-
ney in Iran. What happened when the war
began and internet services were disrupted?

Eskandari: It was a very bad experience.
When the war began, I was in Thailand. I
learned that the war had started, and at the
same time internet services in Iran were shut
down.

For around one to two months, the inter-
net situation was very poor. I could not con-
tact my family.

[ was extremely worried because I could
receive information about the war only
through news agencies. I am from Isfahan,
and Isfahan was also targeted in the attacks.
[ worried about my family and friends each
day, but I had no way to contact them.

My family was also worried about me be-
cause they could not reach me.

Kashmir Observer: How did your family
react during that period?

Eskandari: We normally speak through
video calls. I tell them where I am and explain
what [ am doing, and that reassures them.
They also follow my Instagram stories.

During the war, the internet shutdown
changed that completely. They had no idea
where [ was or what might have happened to
me. That was very difficult for them.

Kashmir Observer: Reports often describe
restrictions faced by women in Iran. You have
travelled alone inside Iran and outside the
country. How did you convince your family
to let you do that? You also posted a video
asking your father for permission. What was
his reaction?

Eskandari: Today you can see me travelling
freely and easily, and my family has no objec-
tion. The situation was very different at the
beginning.

[ have travelled alone for about 10 years.
My family initially did not allow me to travel
alone because of their traditional beliefs.

[ gradually convinced them. First, they al-

lowed me to travel for one day. Then it be-
came two days, then a week, and eventually
longer journeys. At that time I was also in-
volved in mountain climbing.

Society also had its own ideas about what
women should do. Riding a bicycle as a wom-
an was not widely accepted. Police officers
stopped me many times and asked, “You are
a woman, why are you riding a bicycle?”

I continued travelling, working, and doing
what I believed was right for my life.

My message to women and girls is simple:
do not be afraid. Try to fulfil the dreams you
have in your mind. We have one life.

Kashmir Observer: What message do you
want the world to hear through this journey?

Eskandari: My main message is peace.

I am travelling with a message of peace
from the people of Iran to people in other
Asian countries. I also invite people from
Asia to visit Iran, particularly Isfahan, be-
cause there are many beautiful places for
tourists.

The deeper message is that humanity has
no borders, boundaries or language.

When people put their differences aside
and allow two human beings to connect, the
world becomes a much more beautiful place.

Kashmir Observer: You visited Delhi and
other parts of India before coming to Kash-
mir. What differences did you notice among
the people and places?

Eskandari: [ have not travelled through
all of India. I visited two or three cities be-
fore coming to Kashmir, so I speak only about
what [ experienced.

Kashmir felt very different in its physical
appearance, the behaviour of people and the
atmosphere.

I also found the historical and cultural con-
nections between India, Kashmir and Iran
very interesting.

When I visited historical places in Delhi,  saw
Persian poetry, Iranian art and the influence of
Iranian artists. Many buildings were influenced
by the Iranian Charbagh style, and Iranian archi-
tects participated in their construction.

The Taj Mahal also has a connection with
[ranian architecture and craftsmanship. An
Iranian architect and builder played a role in
its construction.

Kashmir gave me an even stronger sense
of that connection. Based on what I have ex-
perienced, people in Iran and Kashmir have
shared good relations since ancient times.

Kashmir Observer: People often say Kash-
miris resemble Iranians. What did you feel
after coming here?

Eskandari: Absolutely. That is one reason
[ feel such a strong sense of belonging here.

Sometimes it feels as if I am in my own
country.

The natural beauty contributes to that
feeling, but the people are even more impor-
tant. I have been away from Iran for several
months, and Kashmir gives me a sense of har-
mony and belonging.

[ love Iran and Iranian people. Here, [ see
people and an atmosphere that remind me of
home.

Kashmir Observer: How do people react
when they learn that you are Iranian?

Eskandari: They stop me and tell me that
they love Iran.

Kashmiri people have great affection for
Iran, and they are very hospitable. That has
made my experience here especially pleasant.

Kashmir Observer: Before this journey, you
owned a car. What did you do with it, and
how did you prepare financially?

Eskandari: Travelling across Asia by bicy-
cle is a very important goal for me. It is im-
portant for me personally, and I also want it
to mean something to women and girls.

Before starting, I tried to find a sponsor.
Nobody believed in my plan. I told people
that [ wanted to travel across Asia by bicycle,
but nobody was willing to support it.

I needed money to begin. So I sold my car
and used that money for the journey.

It was an ordinary car. It was not very ex-
pensive, but selling it gave me the money to
start.

Since then, [ have travelled long distances
by bicycle and had to manage my budget care-
fully. I cannot stay in hotels all the time be-
cause they are expensive. I often cook my own
food and reduce expenses wherever I can.

I hope to find a sponsor who can help me
complete this project. If my money runs out, |
will have to return home.

Kashmir Observer: Do you think you will
find a sponsor?

Eskandari: [ hope so.

Kashmir Observer: How much money do
you need?

Eskandari: [ need money for travelling to
other countries, accommodation and other
essential expenses. Reaching the next coun-
try also involves costs, as does completing
the journey there.

Kashmir Observer: Where will you go after
India?

Eskandari: [ want to go to Nepal. After Ne-
pal, I will travel through East Asia and then
return home.

Kashmir Observer: You are Iranian, and your
journey is unfolding at a time of conflict in the
Middle East. What message would you like to
give Iran, its people and the rest of the world?

Eskandari: My message to the people of
Iran is peace and security.

[ want Iranian people to travel to other
countries and experience different cultures. At
the same time, | want people from other coun-
tries, especially Asian countries, to visit Iran.

Iran is a beautiful country. Isfahan is a
beautiful city.

People should meet one another. They
should see how much they can understand
without sharing the same language or na-
tionality.

That is what this bicycle has taught me. I
started this journey because [ wanted to see
Asia, but the journey has also shown me how
quickly distance can disappear when people
welcome one another.

My bicycle takes me slowly through vil-
lages and cities. It forces me to stop, speak,
eat, rest and look around. That is why I call it
a journey of slow life.

[ want to keep going. I also want to prove
that a woman can set a difficult goal, leave
home and pursue it with her own strength.

The road has given me fear, injury, finan-
cial pressure and periods of separation from
my family. It has also given me strangers who
opened their homes, people who helped
when I had no internet, and a place in Kash-
mir that felt unexpectedly close to home.

— The interviewer is a Special Correspon-
dent at Kashmir Observer. The interview was
transcribed by Dabirah Hassan.

| AM TRAVELLING WITH A MESSAGE OF PEACE FROM THE PEOPLE OF IRAN TO PEOPLE IN OTHER ASIAN COUNTRIES. | also invite
people from Asia to visit Iran, particularly Isfahan, because there are many beautiful places for tourists. The deeper message is that humanity has no borders,
boundaries or language. When people put their differences aside and allow two human beings to connect, the world becomes a much more beautiful place.
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Researchers Identify Mechanism In Brain
That Explains Why Learning Plateaus Over Time

Press Trust Of India

esearchers have identified a physical

mechanism in the brain that could

help explain why one makes rapid

progress while learning a new skill but
then hits a plateau.

A scaffold-like structure surrounding brain
cells, called the extracellular matrix, loosens
and rebuilds within about a day during the ini-
tial stages of picking up a new skills -- the re-
building cycle fades as the skill is mastered and
eventually stops - researchers, including those
from the University of Maryland, said.

Itis as if the brain has decided that learning
is finished and it's time to protect what's been
gained, they said.

"For the first time, we've been able to see
that the remodelling process changes as you
gain experience. It happens early in learning,
declines and then gradually stops," said Melissa
Caras, an assistant professor of biology at the
University of Maryland and senior author of the
study published in the journal Proceedings of

the National Academy of Sciences.

"This tells us that the brain isn't just pas-
sively storing what you learn; it's also actively
regulating when learning can happen and when
it should stop, so that the skills you've built are
protected rather than overwritten," Caras said.

The extracellular matrix helps control when
the brain can change during learning. In the au-
ditory cortex, the matrix loosens within hours
of a practice session and rebuilds itself within
about a day - a cycle that lets the learning from
a session take hold before the next one, the re-
searchers said.

They added that for decades, the matrix in
adult brains was viewed as a rigid barrier, a
scaffold that holds the brain wiring in place and
makes learning harder as people age.

While previous studies caught glimpses of
the matrix changing during learning as well,
scientists sampled the matrix occasionally -- of-
ten over days or weeks - and concluded that it
rebuilt slowly over long periods.

Caras's team tracked the matrix rebuilding
cycle over much shorter intervals, resulting in
findings that suggest that the adult matrix is far

more dynamic.

Rather than sitting fixed in place, the ma-
trix was seen to shift on a rapid rhythm tied to
training -- loosening after practising a skill to
acquire it and then knitting back together by the
next day.

The team used an enzyme to break down the
matrix, which slowed learning. The more the
matrix was disrupted, the greater the impair-
ment -- learning a skill and mastering it became
more difficult.

Further, when the matrix was broken down
after a skill was successfully mastered, perfor-
mance began to slip.

While the team's research is still in the early
stages and far from a direct human application,
they believe the results open intriguing possibil-
ities, especially for how we currently approach
learning and retention.

Based on the findings, Caras theorised
that plateaus in language learning could result
from the brain regions involved flipping from
a "ready to learn" state into a more stable one,
with the matrix sealing the gains in place.

Review Identities Most Eftective
Treatments For Bipolar Disorder

Press Trust Of India

Researchers have reviewed 77 meta-analyses
spanning 116 different bipolar disorder treat-
ments and identified the most effective ones
across age groups and mood phases.

Bipolar disorder is a mental disorder, char-
acterised by extreme swings in mood, energy lev-
els and activity. The disorder can causes phases
of depression marked by a low mood and energy
or mania, in which mood and activity levels tend
to be high.

Researchers, led by those from The Ottawa
Hospital in Canada and universities in Spain, Ita-
ly, France and the UK, have created EBI-BD (Evi-
dence Based Interventions for Bipolar Disorder).

EBI-BD is an open-access web platform
clearly presenting the impact, side effects, and
strength of evidence for each treatment based on
findings from the "most comprehensive" review,
published in The British Medical Journal.

For bipolar depression, effective treatments

for adults include cariprazine, fluoxetine and Iur-
asidone, while those among children and teenagers
were lurasidone and olanzapine with fluoxetine.

Effective interventions for mania episodes
among adults include aripiprazole, haloperi-
dol, lithium and risperidone, whereas those for
children and teenagers include aripiprazole,
asenapine and olanzapine. Maintenance dose
-- prescribed to prevent future episodes and for
long-term health -- effective for adults include ar-
ipiprazole, lithium and risperidone.

"We hope clinicians will be able to use the
platform with their own patients to find the best
balance between efficacy and side effects, accord-
ing to each patient's needs," author Michele De
Prisco, psychiatrist and researcher at the Hos-
pital Clinic de Barcelona and the University of
Barcelona, Spain, said.

"Using the platform and its integrated pref-
erence tool, clinician and patient can decide to-
gether which treatment to consider next," Dr De
Prisco said.

OFFICE OF
EXECUTIVE

MAGISTRATE 1ST
CLASS ZAINGEER
BOMAI

Subject: Issuance of registra-
tion order in respect of delayed
Birth & Death

PUBLIC NOTICE

Author - Jess Fiedorowicz, head and chief of
mental health at The Ottawa Hospital and profes-
sor at the University of Ottawa, said medications
for the mental health disorder can come with
varied side effects.

"A tool that incorporates patient preferences
and promotes shared decision-making can help
find treatments that are a better fit," Dr Fiedoro-
wicz said.

Results from the review have also been used
to update guidelines, including those of the In-
ternational Society for Bipolar Disorders (ISBD),
for the management of bipolar disorder.

The study is the first living umbrella re-
view to include all treatment strategies assessed
across any age group and phase of bipolar dis-
order from the largest and best meta-analyses
available to date, the researchers said.

The review can be adapted rapidly as new

This office has received a written
application from Aagib Bashir
S/0 Bashir Ahmad Ganaie
R/0 Tujar , Tehsil Zaingeer
for issuance of Birth & Death
certificate in favour of wards
Namely Aahil Aagib Born on 09-
07-2020 and as per document
evidence produced by the
applicant.

In this regard, if anyone has any
objection, he/she may file the
same before the undersigned
within 07 days. After that, no
objection whatsoever will be

evidence emerges and serves as a foundation for entertained by this office.

continuously improving care, which is why it is Tehsildar

called a "living review", they said. fko Executive Magis-
trate Bomai

Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION SOPORE.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Fresh NIT No- 78 of RnB-Sopore of 2026-2027 e-tendering DATED: 18.08.2026 (2nd call).
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage rate
basis from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other
State/Central Governments for the following works:

The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Lid.

[APM Department Zonal (ffice Srieapar,
M. A. Road, {Dppasile Women"s College), Srinagar- 190001, Kashmnir
0194452658, Ext.: 1323apmd. kmr@itmail oom

% ¥ J5K Bark

Name of Costof | E/ Time for Position of
S. Work Adv. Tender | Money | completi | Time & Class M.Hof |TS
No| cost Documen on of Date of Account
tsIn work of Contrac
Rupees Opening | tor
of Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Development of Play field 77.83 | 1600/- | 155660 AAY UT capex| SE (R&B)Bla
by way of leveling, filling| 90 29.08. Budget |72 0of 2026-27
and constr. of  sitting| days 2026 2026-27 dated:
arrangement and| 29.7.2026
changing room and flood|
lights at Jagir Ghat|
Sopore.
Project Authority: Youth service and sports officer Bla.

Available
Accorded by Your service and sports officer Baramulla vide his
order No: DYSSO /Bla/UT-Capex/6of 2026 dated: 09.07.2026
1, The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications,
Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other detail's can be
seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below

Position of funds:
Position of AA.

1 Date of issue of tender Notice 18 .08.2026

2 Period of downloading of bidding 18.08.2026 to 27.08.2026
documents

3 | Bid Submission start date 18.08.2026

4 Bid submission End date 27.08.2026 (4.00 PM)

5 | Date and time of opening of bides ( 29.08.2026 (12 PM) in the office of Ex. Engineer R&B
online) Division. Sopore

2, Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission End
date) with NIT No. Name of work and S.No. depositedinM.H.0059 in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (tender
inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.

At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form
of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore . Besides that, the successful
bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government's
circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released after submission of a performance
security of 5% of the quoted cost which will be released after completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

3(b) Geotag Photographs Minimum 03 sets (01 set Comprising of Photograph before, during and after execution of work)
of size26 cmx21cm to be provided.

Unbalanced Bid:- In case bid of the successful bidder is unbalanced, the Successful bidder will have to provide additional
performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (tender receiving authority)
vide Principal Secretary to Government Finance department’s circular issued under endorsement No: DF-Code/ 441/ 2021-02-158
dated” 8.8.20025.

a: Where the bid price is below 10% but not below 20% of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guar-
antee/security percentage shall be Incremented by 0.1% for every percentage of bid price below 10% of the project cost put to bid
starting at 11% with the additional bid performance guarantee being 0.1% and this additional performance guarantee percentage
shall be applied on the bid price.

b. Where the bid price is 20% or more below of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee per-
centage shall be Incremented by 0.2% for every percentage of bid price below 20% of the project cost put to bid in addition to 1%
of the bid price and this additional performance guaranteepercentage shall be applied on the bid price.

C, The additional performance guarantee percentage shall be rounded off to the next lower percentage based on
whether the decimal point of the percentage of bid price is below 0.5% or next higher percentage based on whether
the decimal point of the percentage of bid price is 0.5% or more.

d, The additional performance security shall be treated as part of the performance security . Additional performance
security shall be taken only after approval of next higher authority.

The additional performance security shall be released only after successful completion of work.

4 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on web Site www.jketenders.gov.in and con-
veyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be
opened online on same web site in the office of the Tender receiving authority ).

5, The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical ~ Bids.
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K UT,
No:  6500-09 sd/-

DIPK-4724/26 Dated: 19.08.2026. Executive Engineer,

R&B Division Sopore

POSSESSION NOTICE

Notice under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI ACT, 2002 read with
Rule 8 (1) of the Security (Enforcement) Interest Rules, 2002

Whereas the Authorized Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002 and in exercise
of powers under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notice
dated 01.06.2026 thereby calling upon the Borrowers namely 1) Sheikh
Mohammad Rafig S/O Shabir Ahmad Sheikh R/O Ziyarat Batmaloo,
Sgr. (Borrower/Mortgagor) and guarantors namely 2) Tariq Ahmad
Manroo, 3) Muzaffar Ahmad Bhat and 4) Mr. Shabir Ahmad Shera to
repay an amount of Rs. 24,15,167.18 (Rupees Twenty Four Lacs Fifteen
Thousand One Hundred Sixty Seven and Paise Eighteen Only) being the
balance outstanding as on 31.05.2026 in the account of the borrower,
within 60 days from the date of the said notice together with the future
interest and other charges thereon.

The said borrowers having failed to repay the said amount, notice is
hereby given to the said borrowers in particular and the public in general
that the undersigned being authorized officer of the J&K Bank Ltd. has
taken possession of the mortgage property described herein below, in
exercise of the powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said
Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules, on 19.08.2026.

The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned
against dealing with the said property in any manner whatsoever and any
dealings with the said property will be subject to the charge of the J&K
Bank Limited for the amount in aggregating to Rs, 24,06,533.18 (Rupees
Twenty Four Lac Six Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Three and Paise
Eighteen only) together with future interest thereon from 01.08.2026
and other charges incurred or to be incurred.

The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8)
of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of the time available, to redeem the
secured assets.

Description of the Immovable Property

Land measuring 03 Marlas 126 Sft falling under Khasra No.605 min,
Khata No. 1154 and Khewat No. 178 situated at Mouza Lachmanpora,
Tehsil South Srinagar and District Srinagar standing in the name of
Sheikh Mohammad Rafiq S.O Shabir Ahmad Sheikh R/O Ziayarat
Batamaloo, Srinagar.

Sd/ Authorized Officer

Form No 3
[See Regulation -15 (1) (a)/16(3)

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL
CHANDIGARH (DRT)

2nd Floor SCO 33-34-35 Sector-17 A, Chandigarh
Case No. OA/469/2026
Summons under Sub Section (4) of Section 19 of the Act, read
with sub rule (2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal
(Procedure)Rules,1993
Exh. No: 34955
STATE BANK OF INDIA
vs
KHAN WALI LOHAR
To.
(1) KHANWALILOHAR
$/0: MUZAMIL LOHARMIR
R/O:VARNOH LOLAB TEHSIL SOGAM
DISTRICT KUPWARA
JAMMU AND KASHMMIR-193223
SUMMONS
Whereas , OA/ 469/2026 was listed before Hon’ble Presiding
Officer/ Registraron 01.07.2026
Whereas this Hon’ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons /
notice on the said application under section 19(4) of the Act,
(OA) filed against you for recovery of debts of Rs 2866042/-
(application along with copies of documents etc, annexed).
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, you.
the defendants are directed as under:-
(i) toshow cause within thirty days of the service of summons
as to why relief prayed for should not be granted;
(ii) to disclose particulars of properties or assets other than
properties and assets specified by the applicant under serial
number 3 A of the original application;
(iii) you are restrained from dealing with or disposing of
secured assets or such other assets and properties disclosed
under serial number 3A of the original application, pending
hearing and disposal of the application for attachment of
properties;
(iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise,
except in the ordinary course of his business any of the assets
over which security interest is created and/ or other assets and
properties specified or disclosed under serial number 3A of the
original application without the prior approval of the Tribunal;
(v) youshall be liable to account for the sale proceeds realised
by sale of secured assets or other assets and properties in the
ordinary course of business and deposit such sale proceeds in
the account maintained with the bank or financial institutions
holding security interest over such assets.

You are also directed to file the written statement with a
copy thereof furnished to the applicant and to appear before
Registrar on 15.09.2026 at 10:30 A.M. failing which the
application shall be heard and decided in your absence
Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this date :
08.07.2026

Signature of the Officer Authorised to issue
summons
Note: Strike out whichever is not applicable

NOTICE
It is information to the general public that

That due to an inadvertent mistake, my
caste/sumame has been wmongly reconded as
“Nadaf® in my Asdhaar record. Aadhasr No
422014380749,

That my comect caste/sumame is “Bhat"™ and
the entry of "Nadaf™ is erroneous and does not
perain to me.

II anybody has any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/her objection in the
Concerned Authority, within a period of seven
|7| days from the date of publication of this
netice, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

Nazir ahmad bhat
son of Ghulam Nabi Bhat
Rfo Chotta Bazar Srinagar
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J&K Bank Organizes Mission
YUVA Review-Cum-
Felicitation Meet

Mission Director lauds Bank’s role as principal
partner in flagship employment initiative

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- J&K Bank organ-
ised a review-cum-felicitation
meet at its divisional office
Kashmir to recognise out-
standing performers and re-
view the progress achieved
under Mission YUVA across the
Kashmir Division.

Director Employment and
Director, Mission YUVA, Har-
vinder Singh (IAS) chaired
the meeting in the presence
of Bank’s Divisional Head
(Kashmir) Arshad Qadri, Zonal
Heads of Anantnag, Baram-
ulla, Budgam, Pulwama and
Srinagar, Cluster Heads of Sri-
nagar, Kulgam and Anantnag-II
besides officials from various
branches across the Division
also attended the meeting.

The review focused on
sustaining the momentum
through stronger field-level
coordination, faster processing
of eligible cases and contin-
ued support to beneficiaries.
During the event, notable per-
formers from across the Kash-
mir Division were felicitated
for their outstanding contribu-
tion to the implementation of
Mission YUVA.

Appreciating the Bank’s
contribution as the principal
financial partner in Mission
YUVA, Mission Director Har-
vinder Singh acknowledged
the coordinated efforts of the
Bank’s divisional, zonal, cluster
and branch-level functionaries
in achieving significant mile-
stones under the programme.

He said, “Mission YUVA
seeks to translate the aspira-
tions of our youth into sustain-
able enterprises and meaning-
ful livelihoods. As its principal
financial partner, J&K Bank has
played a vital role in taking the
programme to the grassroots
through timely financial sup-
port, sustained handholding,
and close coordination with
the implementing agencies.”

“The commitment dem-
onstrated by the Bank’s field
teams gives us confidence that
Mission YUVA will continue
to generate enduring employ-
ment opportunities across Jam-
mu and Kashmir”, he added.

Speaking on the occasion,
Divisional Head (Kashmir)
Arshad Qadri expressed grati-
tude to the Mission Director for
chairing the meeting and guid-
ing the Bank’s functionaries.

Iltija Demands Crop Insurance,

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR- PDP leader Iltija
Mufti on Wednesday held a
sit-in protest at a mandi in
south Kashmir's Anantnag dis-
trict in support of crop insur-
ance and better infrastructure
for apple growers in Kashmir,
saying farmers deserve protec-
tion from the losses.

Speaking to reporters at
the protest site, Jablipora fruit
mandi, she said apple growers
face losses every year due to
the Srinagar-Jammu national
highway closure and natural
calamities.

"Their demands are not like
they are out of this world...
For example, a crop insur-
ance scheme should be intro-
duced for them because every
year we see, whether it is due
to road closures, hailstorms,
floods, or natural calamities,
our apple farmers here in the

Better Infra For Apple Growers

whole of Jammu and Kashmir,
especially in Kashmir, suffer a
lot of damage," she said.

The PDP leader said the
government should waive off
their loans and provide better
storage facilities and improve
transportation facilities.

Mufti asserted that horti-
culture is very important for
the economy of Jammu and
Kashmir, which kept the econ-
omy of the region afloat even
during the militancy era.

"We know that for so many
years, whenever there was a
disturbance here, even during
the era of militancy, the one
thing that kept the economy of
Jammu and Kashmir going was
horticulture.

Charging that the NC govern-
ment is not paying attention to
the farmers' demands, she as-
serted that her party would not
allow the government to favour
some capitalists.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The RBI's rate-
setting panel broadly agreed
that rising food and fuel prices
posed inflation risks, but there
was limited evidence of broad-
based price pressures, warrant-
ing a wait-and-watch approach,
while voting for the status quo
on interest rates, the MPC
meeting minutes released on
Wednesday showed.

Reserve Bank Governor
Sanjay Malhotra-headed six-
member Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC), which met on
August 3-5, unanimously de-
cided to keep the benchmark
policy rate (repo) unchanged
at 5.25 per cent, opting to wait
for greater clarity on whether
higher energy costs triggered
by the US-Iran conflict feed into
broader inflationary pressures.

The committee noted that
the Indian economy remained
resilient despite global head-
winds, with domestic demand,
investment and exports provid-
ing support to growth.

However, uncertainty re-
mained due to geopolitical de-
velopments, volatile oil prices,
monsoon and risks associated
with El Nifio.

According to the minutes,
Governor Malhotra said that
despite the conflict in West
Asia disrupting supply chains,
heightened uncertainty, and
an erratic monsoon so far,
the Indian economy has per-
formed better than expected in
Q1:2026-27.

Monetary response to a
supply-side shock is warranted
when there are signs of it lead-
ing to a generalisation of infla-
tion, de-anchoring of inflation
expectations or persistent in-
flation. While risks remain, evi-
dence of this so far is limited,

Food, Fuel Inflation Risks Keep
RBIMPC In Wait-And-Watch Mode

Malhotra said.

"..I would prefer to wait for
more certainty to emerge on
the inflation trajectory in terms
of the persistence of realised
prints at these or higher lev-
els, the forecast and the likely
levels to which inflation may
normalise and settle, for any
recalibration of the policy rate,”
he said.

The Governor also stressed
the need to remain watchful
as the risks of higher food, fuel
and other input prices translat-
ing into a broad-based increase
in inflation and de-anchoring of
expectations persist.

"Any evidence of these risks
materialising may need policy
tightening," he opined.

Deputy Governor and MPC
member Poonam Gupta was of
the view that with persistent
uncertainty on account of glob-
al developments and weather-
related risks, the best course
of action would be to wait and
watch a bit more.

"This would allow for the
weather-related uncertainties
to fully settle; to ascertain how
far the supply-side inflation is
getting entrenched; and to get
some more clarity on the global
front," she said.

RBI Executive Director and

MPC Member Indranil Bhat-
tacharyya opined that in a high-
ly uncertain environment, eco-
nomic agents are better served
by framework guidance than by
any explicit forward guidance
about the future path of policy.

He also noted that there has
been limited pass-through so
far of spikes in food and fuel
inflation, suggesting that infla-
tion is yet to get broad based.

The three-external members
in MPC -- Nagesh Kumar, Sau-
gata Bhattacharya, and Ram
Singh -- too had voted for con-
tinuing the pause of repo rate.

Nagesh Kumar said the slight
improvement in the growth
and inflation outlook of the In-
dian economy should not be a
cause for any complacency.

The agriculture outlook con-
tinues to remain clouded by
the El Nifio, although the mon-
soon deficit has been mitigated
in July in several parts of the
country, he said.

"The concerns arising from
the West Asia conflict and the
blockade of the Strait of Hor-
muz have not receded, even as
India has made efforts to deal
with the situation by diversify-
ing the sources of supply,” Ku-
mar said, and added that trade
policy uncertainties have been

BRICS Meet Focuses On Tourism,
Al Seamless Travel

Press Trust Of India

JAIPUR- Cooperation in sustain-
able and responsible tourism,
skill development, use of artificial
intelligence and facilitating seam-
less travel among BRICS countries
were among the issues discussed
at the second BRICS 2026 Tour-
ism Working Group meeting held
here on Wednesday.

The meeting, hosted by the
Union Ministry of Tourism un-
der India's BRICS Chairship, was
chaired by Tourism Secretary Bhu-
vnesh Kumar and attended by del-
egates from BRICS member states,
according to an official statement.

The deliberations focused on
four priorities identified by India
-- Artificial Intelligence and Tour-
ism, Sustainability and Responsi-
ble Tourism, Tourism Skilling and
Capacity Building, and Tourism
Exchanges and Seamless Travel
Facilitation.

The meeting was held under
the overarching theme "Building
for Resilience, Innovation, Coop-
eration and Sustainability".

The working group discussed
ways to enhance cooperation in

the responsible use of emerg-
ing technologies, sustainable and
community-centred tourism, hu-
man capital development, tour-
ism exchanges and improved con-
nectivity among member states.

Kumar said the first Tourism
Working Group meeting, held virtu-
ally on May 25, and subsequent con-
sultations had helped make progress
on India's BRICS tourism agenda.

He said India's Chairship had
sought to strengthen cooperation
in sustainability, skilling, seam-
less travel and smart tourism.

The outcome of the delibera-
tions will provide a basis for the

BRICS Tourism Ministers' Meeting
scheduled for August 21, he said.

The working group also rec-
ognised tourism as an impor-
tant driver of economic growth,
employment, sustainable devel-
opment and people-to-people

exchanges amid technological
changes and evolving traveller
expectations.

As part of the programme,
BRICS delegates will visit Jaipur's
Hawa Mahal, City Palace and
Amer Palace on Thursday to ex-
perience Rajasthan's cultural and
architectural heritage, the state-
ment said.

Ladakh CS Seeks Single-Window
Clearance For Startups

Press Trust Of India

LEH/JAMMU- Ladakh needs
to have a single-window clear-
ance system to simplify the
process of setting up and op-
erating enterprises, Chief Sec-
retary Ashish Kundra said on
Wednesday.

Kundra held a review meet-
ing on the startup policy of
Ladakh, which focuses on
financial incentives and the
implementation framework,
a single-window mechanism
aimed at strengthening the
startup ecosystem and provid-
ing structured support to en-
trepreneurs across the Union
Territory.

"There is a need to establish
a single-window mechanism
for startup-related clearances,
including those involving SID-
CO, pollution control and oth-
er regulatory agencies, so as to
simplify the process of setting
up and operating enterprises
in Ladakh", Kundra said.

Officials from the Entrepre-
neurship Development Insti-
tute of India (EDII), associated
with the implementation of the
startup policy, made a detailed
presentation on changes intro-
duced in the financial incentive
and support framework based
on the principle that a uniform
support mechanism may not
adequately address the require-
ments of enterprises at differ-
ent stages of development.

According to officials, the
revised framework provides
for a structured four-level en-
terprise support mechanism
covering different stages of the
startup journey, along with
dedicated financial support
windows for ideation, seed
funding and founder support.

It also incorporates expand-
ed eligibility and entry provi-
sions, a common scorecard-

based assessment mechanism
with  progressively higher
benchmarks, streamlined pro-
cedures for different financial
instruments and safeguards to
ensure responsible utilisation
of public funds, they said.

Reviewing the revised pro-
visions, Kundra stressed the
need to make the policy sim-
ple, accessible and outcome-
oriented, particularly  for
young entrepreneurs and ear-
ly-stage enterprises in Ladakh.

He suggested examining
the possibility of rationalising
the four-level framework into
three stages by appropriately
merging the growth and scale
categories, while retaining
adequate support for ideation
and early-stage ventures.

The chief secretary empha-
sised strengthening support
during the initial stages of en-
terprise development, partic-
ularly for ideation, prototype
development and early-stage
operations.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of founder support and
ensuring that eligible startups
have access to patent-related
assistance, including provi-
sions for domestic and inter-
national patents, as applicable
under the revised policy.

On eligibility and assess-
ment, Kundra called for a
transparent and inclusive
mechanism for startups reg-
istered under the recognised
Startup India framework.

Gold Prices Drop Rs 800 in
Delhi Amid Crude Surge,
Global Uncertain

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Gold prices
declined by Rs 800 to Rs
1,58,000 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Wednes-
day as rising crude oil rates
and lingering geopolitical un-
certainty weighed on investor
sentiment.

The yellow metal of 99.9
per cent purity had closed at
Rs 1,58,800 per 10 grams on
Tuesday.

Silver also declined,
dragged by heavy selling, tum-
bling Rs 5,730 to Rs 2,35,000
per kilogram (inclusive of all
taxes), from the previous close
of Rs 2,40,730 per kg, accord-
ing to the All India Sarafa As-
sociation.

Gold prices traded weak as
higher crude oil rates contin-
ued uncertainty after the US-
Iran ceasefire window ended
without fresh talks, which
kept investors' sentiment cau-
tious, said Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst - Commaodity
and Currency, LKP Securities.

The sharp rise in crude
prices has added to concerns
over inflation and the broader
economic outlook, while the

absence of fresh talks between
Washington and Tehran has
kept traders cautious.

Gaurav Garg, Head of Re-
search at Lemon Markets
Desk, said bullion remained
under pressure as investors
are awaiting the Federal Re-
serve meeting minutes later
in the day for fresh insights on
the future interest-rate path.

In international markets,
spot gold gained nearly 1
per cent to USD 4,361.76 per
ounce, while silver traded flat
at USD 63.33 an ounce.

For bullion traders, the
day's moves reflected a market
caught between geopolitical
uncertainty and rising energy
costs, with gold's safe-haven
appeal failing to translate into
gains at home.

Hyundai Motor India To

JKEDI Pulwama Concludes

Govt Expands
Transshipment Air
Cargo Network

Press Trust Of India

Nifty Falls For 7th day,
Sensex Down 326 Points

Press Trust Of India

Hike Vehicle Prices By Up
To 1% From Sep

MDP Under RAMP

Observer News Service

PULWAMA- The Jammu and Kashmir Entrepreneurship
Development Institute (JKEDI), Pulwama, in collabora-
tion with the National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM),
successfully concluded two Management Development
Programmes (MDP-11 and MDP-12) under the Raising
and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) initiative
at Abhama, Pulwama. The programmes trained 49 entre-
preneurs, equipping them with structured, high-quality
training designed to enhance their entrepreneurial skills
and strengthen business capabilities.

The valedictory ceremony was attended by Nafia Na-
zir, Senior Manager P&A/Range Officer South (K); Raiyees
Manzoor, District Nodal Officer, JKEDI Pulwama; Iftikhar
Bashir Lone, Assistant Faculty; Mohd Yasir, Assistant Fac-
ulty and S. Imran, Program Co-facilitator.

Interacting with the participants, M Nafia Nazir re-
viewed the progress of the program and highly appreci-
ated the efforts of JKEDI Pulwama in organising impactful
capacity-building programmes in the far-flung areas of
Pulwama district. She commended the enthusiasm and

MUMBAI- Benchmark equity indices Sensex and Nifty closed lower
on Wednesday as elevated crude oil prices amid a lack of a diplo-
matic resolution following the end of the US-Iran ceasefire dented
investor sentiment.

Falling for the fourth consecutive day, the 30-share BSE Sensex
dropped by 325.78 points, or 0.42 per cent, to settle at 76,909.68.
During the day, it dropped 412.57 points, or 0.53 per cent, to
76,822.89. In the last four days, the benchmark has lost 1,170.28
points, or 1.49 per cent.

Extending its losses to the seventh day, the 50-share NSE Nifty
declined 76.60 points, or 0.32 per cent, to end at 24,078.30. It has
tumbled 505.5 points, or 2 per cent, in the last seven sessions.

The expiry of the temporary 60-day US-Iran ceasefire without
any meaningful diplomatic breakthrough has renewed concerns
over a prolonged disruption to energy supplies, driving crude oil
prices higher, an expert said.

From the Sensex pack, Power Grid, Bajaj Finance, Larsen & Tou-
bro, ITC, Hindustan Unilever and Reliance Industries were among
the major laggards.

HCL Tech, Eternal, Kotak Mahindra Bank and Sun Pharma were

NEW DELHI- Four domestic and two interna-
tional stations have been brought under the
transshipment air cargo network wherein re-
screening of cargo will not be required at the
transit station.

Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu
on Wednesday flagged off the scaled-up phase
of the transshipment cargo framework at Delhi
International Airport Limited's (DIAL) Transship-
ment Excellence Centre (TEC) at Terminal 2 of
the Delhi airport.

The mandatory re-screening of transship-
ment cargo has been done away with as part of
efforts to improve the ease of doing business, ac-
cording to an official release.

In this regard, the Proof of Concept for Domes-
tic-to-International transshipment commenced
on the Chennai-Delhi-Frankfurt sector in June.

& HY LMD

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Hyundai Motor India Ltd on Wednesday said
it plans to increase prices of its vehicles by up to 1% across
its portfolio, from September 2026, to partially offset cost
pressures.

The quantum of increase will vary depending on the
model and variant, Hyundai Motor India Ltd (HMIL) said in
aregulatory filing.

The price revision has been necessitated by a combina-
tion of rising input and commodity costs, higher opera-
tional expenses and continuing geopolitical and macroeco-
nomic uncertainties, among other factors, it added.

With the success of the PoC, the civil aviation among the winners. HMIL said it continues to "make every endeavour to op- active participation of the women entrepreneurs and en-
ministry on Wednesday said the network has Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, jumped 1.04 per cent to timise costs and absorb cost escalations to minimise the couraged them to apply the knowledge and skills gained
been expanded to four additional domestic ori- USD 91.97 per barrel. impact on customers". to establish sustainable and growth-oriented enterprises.

"Markets turned cautious ahead of the release of the US FOMC
minutes, as investors remained concerned that the Federal Reserve’s
battle against inflation may continue. The lack of a diplomatic reso-
lution following the end of the US-Iran ceasefire kept crude oil prices
and bond yields elevated, strengthening risk-off sentiment," said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Investments Ltd.

Furthermore, Raiyees Manzoor emphasised the impor-
tance of such initiatives in promoting entrepreneurship and
empowering women at the grassroots level, particularly in
rural and semi-urban areas. Participants expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the course team and JKEDI for their dedicated
guidance and support in successfully organising the program.

gin stations - Bengaluru, Ahmedabad, Mumbai
and Hyderabad - as well as two new interna-
tional destinations of London and Copenhagen.
Naidu said the framework will be expanded to
International-to-International and Internation-
al-to-Domestic transshipments as well.

However, the persistence of these cost pressures has ne-
cessitated passing on a part of the increased costs to cus-
tomers through this marginal price revision, it said.

Currently the company sells a range of vehicles from en-
try hatchback Grandi10 NIOS to electric SUV IONIQ 5 with
price ranging from 5.6 lakh to %55.7 lakh.
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7,656 Rohingyas, 504 Bangladeshi
Nationals Identified Across J&K: Govt

Agencies

Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir
Government has informed
the High-Level Committee on
Demographic Change that 7,656
Rohingyas and 504 Bangladeshi
nationals have been identified
across the Union Territory's 20
districts.

The data was shared with
members of the committee dur-

security concerns over the pres-
ence of the foreign nationals,
particularly in areas close to the
borders

Of the 7,656 Rohingyas identi-
fied across Jammu and Kashmir,
6,737 were recorded in the 10
districts of Jammu division,
while 919 were identified across
the 10 districts of Kashmir Valley.

The government data also
showed that 46 Bangladeshi

recorded in Kashmir Valley, tak-
ing the total number across the
Union Territory to 504.

Officials also shared details of
cases registered in connection
with the foreign nationals. In
Jammu region, 101 cases were
registered involving 179 men
and 21 women.

In Kashmir Valley, 16 cases
were registered involving 41
women and four men.

Committee on Demographic
Change, constituted by the
Centre to examine demographic
changes, patterns of migration
and related security manage-
ment in border areas.

The committee's field visit to
Jammu comes amid heightened
official focus on the identifica-
tion of foreign nationals residing
in the Union Territory and the
implications of their presence,

HC Quashes PSA Order Against Baramulla Man

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K
and Ladakh has quashed the de-
tention order issued under the
Public Safety Act (PSA) against
a Baramulla resident, observ-
ing that the order was based
on stale grounds and reflected
non-application of mind by the
detaining authority.

A bench of Justice Moksha
Khajuria Kazmi allowed a peti-
tion by Abid Parvaiz Hajam of
Andergam, Pattan, challenging
the detention order dated 7

The court noted that Hajam
had earlier been arrested in
2020 in connection with FIR
No. 234/2020 registered at
Police Station Pattan under
provisions of the Arms Act and
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act. After spending three years
in custody, he was granted bail
by the designated NIA court on
May 12, 2023. He was subse-
quently detained under the PSA,
but the earlier detention order
was quashed by the High Court
on 2 May 2024.

The Court observed that no

after his release from the previ-
ous preventive custody, apart
from an allegation that he had
re-established contacts with
terrorists. The court held that
the impugned detention order
was based on stale grounds and
that the authorities had relied
substantially on the 2020 FIR
despite the earlier quashing
of the detention order and the
grant of bail.

Referring to Supreme Court
judgments, the court reiterated
that preventive detention must
have a live and proximate link

ing their field visit to Jammu,
with officials also flagging

nationals had been identified in The
Jammu division, while 458 were

figures  were

pre-
sented before the High-Level

particularly in areas considered
strategically sensitive. [KNT]

May 2025, issued by the District
Magistrate, Baramulla.

specific fresh prejudicial activi-
ty had been attributed to Hajam

between past conduct and the
immediate need for detention.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

US Envoy: Kashmir

towards making the region safer.

“So, we will be looking at if the travel warning
that is imposed and recommended by the United
States is something that should be downgraded,”
he said, adding that Jammu and Kashmir was an
“incredibly beautiful” place that could attract
more American visitors.

“I think a lot of Americans would enjoy coming
here and seeing the beauty and the opportunities
that exist here,” the envoy said.

Gor, who arrived in Srinagar earlier in the day
on a two-day visit to Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, described the region as an important part
of India.

"My visit to Kashmir is a wonderful experience.
Everybody here knows I'm the US Ambassador to
India, and this is an important part of India. I'm
here visiting for the first time. It is an incredibly
beautiful place, and so I'm thrilled to be here." -US
Ambassador to India

He described his meeting with Omar as “very
good” and “very cordial”, saying the discussions
would be followed up in Washington and New
Delhi.

“We have some follow-ups that we hope to
take back to Washington, back to Delhi. But a very
warm, a very cordial meeting, and we look for-
ward to building this relationship forward,” Gor
said.

In a post on X, the US envoy said the discus-
sions with Omar focused on ways to deepen
economic collaboration and create opportunities
that would mutually benefit India and the United
States.

Omar also described the meeting as positive,
saying the discussions covered India-US relations
with a specific focus on what Washington could
do for Jammu and Kashmir.

“It was a very good meeting. We had an oppor-
tunity to discuss the relations between our two
countries, but with a specific focus on what the
US can do with Jammu and Kashmir,” the Chief
Minister said.

He said there were “certain legacy issues” that
would be addressed over time and expressed
hope that the dialogue would continue through
engagements between Gor and Washington as
well as between him and the Government of India
in New Delhi.

“We are hopeful and optimistic that the en-
gagement between the United States and Jammu
and Kashmir will both widen and deepen in the
years ahead,” Omar said.

Gor is scheduled to visit Ladakh on Thursday.

Later in the day, the US envoy took a Shikara
ride on Dal Lake.

Kashmir’s Issues Lie

to discuss the prevailing situation in Jammu
and Kashmir with the American envoy, he would
neither “complain” about his country nor seek so-
lutions to the region's grievances from a foreign
representative.

“It is after a very long time that a US ambas-
sador is visiting Jammu and Kashmir. For me per-
sonally, it has been a long time since I met any
American ambassador,” Abdullah had told report-
ers ahead of the meeting.

The chief minister said he would discuss
Jammu and Kashmir and its current situation
with Gor but would prefer to listen as well.

“Let's see what kind of conversation takes place
when he comes to meet,” he had said.

Abdullah, however, drew a clear line between
discussing the situation in Jammu and Kashmir
and seeking foreign intervention in the Union
Territory's political issues.

“The resolution to our issues will not come
from Washington; the resolution to our problems
lies with our central government,” he said.

“It has never been my habit to lodge complaints
about my country to an ambassador of another
country. So, I believe it would be very inappropri-
ate to complain about our country to an ambas-
sador of another country. That is not my habit,”
Abdullah added.

The chief minister said Jammu and Kashmir's
issues had no direct bearing on the United States
and stressed that he would neither complain nor
seek solutions to the region's grievances from the
visiting envoy.

Abdullah has consistently been demanding
that the Centre fulfil its promise to restore state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir, which was reorgan-
ised into a Union Territory in August 2019.

Qualified, Selected

sought a direction for the release of his with-
held recommendation for the JE (Electrical) post.
He has also challenged Government Order No.
59-JK(SWD) of 2021, dated April 15, 2021, and S.O.
127 of 2020, alleging that they are contrary to the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, to the
extent that they exclude cerebral palsy from the
identified benchmark disabilities for the post of
Junior Engineer (Electrical).

That allegation is central to the case, although
the Tribunal has not yet ruled on it.

Wani had applied for the JE (Electrical) recruit-
ment under both the Open Merit and PwBD cat-
egories, according to the CAT order. His applica-
tion was accepted and he was allowed to sit the
examination. He subsequently secured a position
in the provisional merit list.

His case therefore raises a difficult question: if

a candidate with a disability is permitted to com-
pete, qualifies in the examination and is placed in
the provisional selection list, what happens when
the suitability of that disability for the particular
post is subsequently questioned?

For Wani, that question is not theoretical.

"Sitting in my JE Electrical exams under the
Persons with Disabilities Category was a function-
al and systemic compulsion,” he says. "Otherwise,
[ believe in competing in the Open Merit and
beating them on their own pitch."

He frames the issue through another question:

"If a person is eligible neither in the Open Merit
nor the Persons with Disabilities Category, which
category shall he appear in?"

The question of who decides suitability

The CAT proceedings also put the spotlight on
the Expert Committee responsible for identify-
ing posts suitable for persons with benchmark
disabilities.

Wani's counsel argued before the Tribunal
that the committee constituted under Section
33 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016, was not properly constituted. According
to the submission recorded in the order, the law
requires representation of persons with bench-
mark disabilities on such a committee, while in
this case a representative of an NGO dealing with
disability had been made a member instead. The
counsel also questioned the committee's compli-
ance with the requirement to periodically review
identified posts.

The argument goes beyond Wani's individual
appointment.

It questions the process through which the
state determines which government jobs can be
performed by people with particular disabilities.

Wani's counsel also argued that his cerebral
palsy would not prevent him from performing the
functions associated with his engineering qualifi-
cation, pointing to his degree from a recognised
technical institution and submitting that the
work required of an engineer involves technical
competence rather than necessarily the kind of
physical activity that would make him incapable
of performing the job.

The respondents have disputed the allegation
of discrimination.

Representing the respondents, Deputy
Advocate General Syed Musaib submitted be-
fore the Tribunal that the actions of the authori-
ties were within the provisions of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, and that there
had been no discrimination as alleged.

The Tribunal has yet to decide these competing
claims.

What the Tribunal has said

While CAT has not ordered Wani's appoint-
ment, it has intervened to preserve the possibility
of relief.

In its April 28 order, the Tribunal issued notice
to the respondents and granted them two weeks
to file their response. It directed that one post of
Junior Engineer (Electrical) in the specific catego-
ry in which Wani had applied should not be filled
until the next date of hearing.

At the same time, it made clear that the respon-
dents could proceed with the rest of the selection
process in accordance with law and that the ob-
servations in the interim order would not preju-
dice the final outcome of Wani's application.

The Tribunal also acknowledged a broader
principle in its order, observing that employment
is a national resource to which every eligible
candidate has a right to be considered and that
recruiting agencies carry an additional respon-
sibility to ensure that the rights of persons with
disabilities are not violated.

It also noted that being selected does not by it-
self confer a right to appointment, while stressing
that this cannot become a basis for discriminating
against or denying persons with disabilities their
right to consideration.

Alife beyond the disability certificate

Wani's story is also complicated by the fact that
his professional and intellectual life extends far
beyond the recruitment dispute.

An engineering graduate of NIT Srinagar, he is
a writer and author whose essays and analytical
columns have appeared in regional publications
including Greater Kashmir, Kashmir Observer and
Awaz-The Voice.

His 2019 book, Lights From Sinai, brought him
recognition in literary and academic circles. His
interests have ranged from engineering and phi-
losophy to religion and modernity. He has spo-
ken and lectured on subjects including Islamic
mysticism, existentialism and the philosophy of
science.

He has also written hundreds of scripts for All
India Radio's Radio Kashmir and delivered guest
lectures at academic institutions, including the
University of Kashmir.

For Wani, however, none of those credentials
are being offered as a substitute for the recruit-
ment process.

He had studied for the examination, appeared
for it and qualified.

His argument is that his disability should not
become a proxy for determining his professional
competence.

"[ have no grievance against any individual"

Wani has been reluctant to publicly litigate
the merits of the case while it remains before the
Tribunal.

"I have complete faith in the judicial process
and, since the matter is sub judice, I do not wish

to comment on its merits or attempt to influence
the proceedings in any manner," he says.

His concern, he says, is the uncertainty sur-
rounding his career and livelihood.

The case was listed before CAT Srinagar on May
26, after the respondents were given time to file
their response. It was subsequently adjourned,
with August 14 fixed as the next date, according
to Wani's account of the proceedings. The mat-
ter was again adjourned without substantive
progress.

"I fully understand that judicial proceedings
require time and that every party must be heard
fairly," he says. "But repeated adjournments
naturally add to the uncertainty and emotional
and financial burden on an individual awaiting a
decision."

He says he is seeking neither special treatment
nor a decision outside the legal process.

"I am therefore only hoping that the matter is
heard and decided expeditiously, in accordance
with law and on its merits," he says. "I have no
grievance against any individual or institution.
My appeal is simply for a fair, timely and lawful
resolution.”

For him, the dispute has come to represent
something larger than a single government post.

"For me, this is not merely about a government
post,” he says. "It is also about the principle that a
person with a disability who has qualified, com-
peted and approached the legal system should be
given a fair opportunity and a timely resolution.”

Nearly six months after his name appeared on
the provisional selection list, the post remains
protected by the Tribunal's interim order.

The job has not been given to him. The Tribunal
has not ruled that he is entitled to it. The govern-
ment has not been directed to appoint him.

What remains is one vacant post, a pending le-
gal challenge and a question that extends beyond
Wani himself: when disability is used to deter-
mine whether a person can compete for a job,
who decides what that disability means for the
person's ability to do the work?

For Wani, the answer cannot simply be found
in a certificate or a category.

He cleared the examination. He was placed on
the provisional merit list. And now he waits for
the legal system to decide whether the disability
classification that helped define his eligibility can
also become the reason he is denied the job he
qualified to compete for.

Flash Floods Hit

Kishtwar and adjoining areas.

The weather department said the ongoing
spell of rain and thundershowers was continuing
at many places, with brief intense heavy show-
ers reported over Tral and adjoining areas, parts
of Ganderbal including Kangan, hilly areas of
Budgam, Shopian and Kulgam, as well as parts of
Poonch, Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban and Kishtwar.

It warned that intense heavy showers could
trigger localised flash floods, mudslides and land-
slides, particularly in hilly areas. The department
also cautioned residents about the possibility
of shooting stones and landslides at vulnerable
locations.

Rainfall data compiled by Kashmir Weather
showed that Jammu received 88.7 mm of rainfall
in the 24 hours ending at 8:30 am, while Samba
recorded 85 mm and Kathua 76.6 mm.

Katra received 48.2 mm, Reasi 39 mm,
Udhampur 32.2 mm, Batote 28.8 mm, Banihal
20.7 mm, Doda 9 mm, Ramban 6.5 mm, Jammu
Airport 33 mm and Bhaderwah 1.8 mm during the
period.

Poonch recorded 1.5 mm of rainfall, while no
rainfall was recorded in Rajouri and Kishtwar dur-
ing the same period. (KNO)

HC Pulls Up

Climate Change that the J&K Government
had, on August 25, 2025, submitted Integrated
Management Plans (IMPs) prepared under the
Centrally Sponsored Scheme, National Plan for
Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystem (NPCA), for
the period 2025-26 to 2029-30, seeking consid-
eration and administrative approval for three
Wetland Reserves.

However, the Ministry stated that the pro-
posals were not in conformity with the NPCA
scheme. Consequently, it issued a communication
to the Government on September 10, 2025, asking
it to submit a separate IMP for each wetland in ac-
cordance with the NPCA Guidelines, 2024.

The Ministry informed the Court that the J&K
Government had not responded to the communi-
cation so far.

Taking serious note of the position, the Bench
directed the Government to file an affidavit clear-
ly explaining the reasons for not responding to
the Ministry's September 10, 2025, communica-
tion and for not resubmitting separate manage-
ment plans for each of the three wetland reserves.

The Court also sought an explanation as to why
other Ramsar Sites in Jammu and Kashmir had
been ignored while processing and submitting
the IMPs to the Ministry.

The Ministry further informed the Court that
the NPCA scheme, which was originally valid up
to March 31, 2026, had been given an interim ex-
tension until September 30, 2026. It also stated
that a proposal for continuation of the scheme
for the next financial cycle, 2026-31, was pres-
ently under consideration before the competent
authority.

The Court granted three weeks to the J&K
Government to submit the requisite affidavit.

HC Directs Action

of building regulations.

During the proceedings, the Court was in-
formed that the Srinagar Municipal Corporation
had issued notices to persons responsible for
the alleged violations. The affected parties sub-
sequently approached the J&K Special Tribunal,
while the matter is now pending before a Single
Judge of the High Court in separate proceedings
initiated by the SMC.

The Division Bench observed that the primary
grievance raised in the PIL was being addressed in
the separate proceedings and therefore decided
to close the public interest litigation.

However, the Court took note of a serious issue
that had emerged during the PIL proceedings con-
cerning a particular member of the J&K Special
Tribunal, who had passed around 65 orders con-
secutively allowing major building violations to
be compounded.

Following an earlier direction issued by the
Court on November 20, 2020, the Registrar
Vigilance conducted a fact-finding inquiry and
submitted a report dated April 5, 2021.

According to the report, all 65 cases had been
compounded by the then Tribunal member for
extraneous considerations, with major violations
being permitted to be compounded in violation
of law.

Taking note of the findings, the High Court
directed the Registry to forward the Registrar
Vigilance's report to the Chief Secretary for initi-
ating “appropriate legal action” against the erring
public servant.

The Court accordingly closed the PIL with
the direction for action based on the vigilance
findings.

Turn Students Into

Sinha said educational institutions must re-
think their approach and focus on the challenges
facing society.

“We must change the mindset to ask not ‘What
should we teach?’ but ‘What problems must we
solve?™ he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said India’s youth-
ful population, creativity and risk-taking abil-
ity were among the country’s greatest strengths
and universities must harness these qualities to
promote innovation, entrepreneurship and social
development.

Sinha said SMVDU had emerged over the past
23 years as a centre of knowledge, innovation and
values. He commended the university’s achieve-
ments in research, patents, start-ups and skill de-
velopment and urged its faculty and students to
pursue more ambitious goals in emerging fields.

He noted that faculty members had secured
around 140 research projects, including inter-
national collaborations, while the university
had established a state-of-the-art Al and Deep
Learning Lab, received 14 patents and incubated
30 start-ups.

The Lieutenant Governor called for stronger
industry-academia linkages and suggested that
the university organise open-house meetings to
facilitate the commercialisation of patents and
innovations.

“In the contemporary world, research and in-
novation becomes meaningful when it finds solu-
tions to real problems, improves the quality of life
in society and brings positive change to the lives
of ordinary citizens,” he said.

Sinha also urged the university to make maxi-
mum use of national initiatives aimed at strength-
ening research and innovation, including the Rs
1 lakh crore research fund announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on August 15.

He asked the Vice-Chancellor to constitute a
team comprising faculty members and selected
students to ensure maximum participation from
the university in the initiative.

The Lieutenant Governor identified limited re-
search, shortage of faculty, lack of accountability
and weak industry linkages as some of the key
challenges facing Indian universities.

He said institutions must move beyond con-
ventional teaching and develop solutions in areas
such as healthcare, rural economy, urbanisation
and digital innovation.

Sinha also outlined a vision for SMVDU by
2040, urging it to emerge as a leading global
knowledge centre with advanced research facili-
ties in artificial intelligence, robotics, biotechnol-
ogy and climate science.

He called for greater international collabora-
tion, student-exchange programmes and digital
learning networks to connect students in rural
areas of Jammu and Kashmir with wider educa-
tional opportunities.

“A university is not built by its buildings but by
ideas, dreams, and possibilities,” Sinha said, high-
lighting the contribution of visionary leadership,
dedicated faculty and curious students in build-
ing institutions of excellence.

He said the true measure of a university’s suc-
cess lies in its students and alumni, who carry its
reputation forward through their contributions to
society and the nation.

The Lieutenant Governor also stressed the im-
portance of holistic education, calling for great-
er emphasis on sports, arts, literature, debates
and cultural activities alongside science and
technology.

He encouraged the university to engage with
rural communities, promote sustainable develop-
ment and adopt global best practices in fieldwork,
vocational education and industry partnerships.

Sinha said the ultimate purpose of education
was not limited to economic development but
included creating creative human beings who
understand themselves, respect nature and rec-
ognise their responsibility towards humanity.

He urged the institution to resolve to become
“a pilgrimage centre of knowledge, a laboratory of
innovation, and a guiding light for society”.

“On this Foundation Day, I urge all of you to
move beyond established paths and work cou-
rageously on the important issues,” he said, add-
ing that the light of education becomes complete
only when it moves beyond university walls and
reaches the last person in society.

The Lieutenant Governor also invited sugges-
tions from stakeholders for the establishment
of the proposed state-of-the-art International
Museum of Goddess at Katra.

On the occasion, he inaugurated a Self-Help
Group bakery unit at SMVDU and felicitated
achievers.

Vice-Chancellor Prof Pragati Kumar, mem-
bers of the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board,
Principal Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor Dr
Mandeep K Bhandari, IGP Jammu Bhim Sen Tuti,
Divisional Commissioner Jammu Ramesh Kumar,
CEO Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board Sachin
Kumar Vaishya, senior officials, faculty members,
staff and students attended the celebrations.

MSMEs Key To

MSME Conclave 2026 in Jammu, Sinha said
MSMEs were powering employment, exports and
entrepreneurship across the country and would
remain central to India’s economic growth.

“MSMEs are contributing 31.3% to GDP and
nearly half of India’s exports. They are also the
second-largest provider of employment after ag-
riculture. MSMEs are the heartbeat of our econo-
my and the true builders of India’s resilience and
self-reliance,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said the theme of the
conclave, “Shaping the Future of MSMEs, Nano
GCCs & Technology-led Growth”, was timely as
technology, innovation and agility were increas-
ingly transforming the enterprise landscape.

Highlighting the emergence of Nano Global
Capability Centres (GCCs), Sinha said special-
ised teams in tier-II cities could now build and
scale high-value technological capabilities that
were previously associated mainly with large
corporations.

He said artificial intelligence, automation
and digital infrastructure were lowering barri-
ers and opening new opportunities for smaller
enterprises.

“This gives cities like Jammu, Srinagar a new
sense of confidence,” Sinha said, calling upon
MSMEs to embrace the Nano GCC model as a
pathway to global relevance and place technology
at the heart of inclusive growth.

Highlighting Jammu and Kashmir's economic
transformation, the Lieutenant Governor said
investments in the Union Territory had reached
Rs 5,824 crore in 2025-26, marking a 13-fold in-
crease compared to pre-2021 averages.

He said investments over the past four years had
exceeded those made in the preceding 70 years.

Sinha also pointed to the growth of the start-
up ecosystem, saying the number of start-ups
had increased from 69 in 2020 to 1,305 in 2025-
26. Udyam registrations, he said, had risen from
around 24,000 in 2021 to 6.16 lakh this year.

The Lieutenant Governor outlined four key pri-
orities for strengthening the MSME sector.

The first was ensuring access to affordable
credit, while the second focused on technology
upgradation. He also called for stronger supply-
chain integration to improve market access and
brand-building for small entrepreneurs.

The fourth priority, he said, was administrative
reform and the removal of unnecessary red tape
to create an enabling business environment.

Looking ahead, Sinha called for MSMEs to
adopt green technologies and renewable energy
as part of a sustainable growth strategy. He also
stressed the formalisation of micro industries to
expand access to institutional credit.

He called for stronger education-industry part-
nerships and the establishment of incubation cen-
tres and design studios within industrial clusters
to encourage innovation and entrepreneurship.

Sinha also emphasised the need to strengthen
export competitiveness, particularly in Jammu
and Kashmir, which he said had an opportunity
to leverage its climate, cultural heritage and tra-
ditional production chains.

He called for the large-scale promotion of initia-
tives such as “One District, One Export Hub” to help
local enterprises access international markets.

“Our bright future rests upon the aspirations
of small and medium businesses. Let us build an
ecosystem that is robust, globally competitive, en-
vironmentally conscious, and inclusive,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said the objective
should be to create an economy in which every re-
gion, section and talent in Jammu and Kashmir finds
opportunities to advance, and where young people
do not merely seek jobs but create employment.

He also called upon industry leaders and stake-
holders to contribute towards building a terror-
free, corruption-free, merit-based and prosperous
society.




SPORTS

K ASHMIR OBSERVER

SRINAGAR | THURSDAY | 20.08.2026

India Beat Pakistan 5-3 in Men's Hockey World Cup

Press Trust of India

AMSTELVEEN: Skipper Har-
manpreet Singh and Abhishek
scored a brace each to help In-
dia beat arch-rivals Pakistan
5-3 in their final Pool D match
of the FIH Men's Hockey World
Cup here on Wednesday.

Harmanpreet struck twice
from two penalty corners in the
fifth and 21st minutes, while
Abhishek's two fine field goals
came in the 11th and 24th min-
utes. Vice-captain Hardik Singh
also scored from a penalty
stroke in the 35th minute.

Pakistan scored through
Hannan Shahid (22nd, 46th)
and Sufyan Khan (24th) to re-
duce the margin.

Happy with win against Pak
India may have emerged on

the right side of a high-octane
contest against Pakistan on
Wednesday, but captain Har-
manpreet Singh believes that
they cannot afford defensive
lapses going into the business
end of the FIH World Cup.

“Missing a few chances up-
front is okay but we cannot af-
ford any mistake at the back,”
Harmanpreet said after the
match.

The Indian captain was par-
ticularly concerned about the
team's inability to retain pos-
session after winning the ball in
the attacking half.

“If you are winning the ball
in the 25-metre area, we must
keep the possession. We are
making some silly mistakes
which can be avoided. In the
two matches we have talked
about avoiding the slow start
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in the third quarter but we did
the same mistake today. It is a
good learning for us for the next
match,” said Harmanpreet, who
led from the front scoring two
goals from penalty corners.

The captain, however, felt
there were plenty of positives
in India's overall performance,
particularly in their attacking
play and ball circulation.

“If you look at our circle en-
tries, ball possession, opportu-
nities we have created and the
passing, it was up to the mark. [
am very happy with the perfor-
mance,” he said.

India’s ability to handle the
pressure of a charged-up con-
test also pleased head coach
Craig Fulton, who said his play-
ers remained committed to the
game plan despite the occasion.

“It was a big game on a big

occasion and everyone is trying
their best. [ amw glad that we
stuck to our plan. I am happy
with the way the team played,”
Fulton said.

Abhishek, who scored twice,
said there was never any panic
in the Indian camp despite Pak-
istan making a comeback.

“There was no nervousness.
We played as per our plan and
succeeded. We knew that we
cannot afford to be relaxed at
any moment,” he said.

Pakistan's  Sufiyan Khan,
meanwhile, admitted that his
side's mistakes proved costly
against a strong Indian outfit.

“We made many mistakes
and we have to work hard. India
is a very good team and hope-
fully we will learn from this and
come back stronger in the Asian
Games next month,” he said.

1000's Join As Royal Premier
League Lights Up Pulwama

Press Trust of India

PULWAMA (PTI) The second edition
of the Royal Premier League Pulwama
commenced in this south Kashmir
district on Wednesday evening, mark-
ing a striking display of the region’s
changing social landscape.

In an area once associated with the
presence of terror groups, the cricket
tournament has brought a very different
energy to the forefront—one defined by
sporting ambition, youthful enthusiasm,
community participation and a shared
celebration of peace and normalcy.

The Sports Stadium Pulwama car-
ried forward the enthusiasm witnessed
during last year’s inaugural edition,
coming alive with cricketing action
and a vibrant gathering of young spec-
tators after Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) MLA Waheed Para unveiled the
tournament trophy and a senior police
officer conducted the ceremonial toss,
setting the inaugural match underway
under the floodlights at 8 pm.

The packed stadium with about
20,000 in attendance, spirited cheers
and collective excitement around
the game offered a vivid picture of a
generation increasingly choosing the
cricket ground as a space for aspira-
tion, competition and celebration.

The league brings together 10 teams
for 24 scheduled matches, with every
game being played as a 20-over contest
with a leather ball. With double-head-
ers scheduled on most days, beginning
at 1 pm and 5 pm, the tournament is
set to keep the stadium buzzing with
activity throughout its run.

Para said the tournament is an ef-
fort to bring “light, happiness and
hope” to young people who had been
hurting and carrying a sense of grief
and disappointment.

"Sporting events such as the league
provide them with a space to come to-
gether, set aside their worries, celebrate
collectively and simply enjoy the spirit
of the game," the PDP legislator told PTI.

He emphasised that cricket can play

alarger role in creating positive spaces
for the youth, fostering camaraderie
and giving them an opportunity to ex-
press themselves through sport.

The enthusiastic response to the
tournament, he added, reflected the
desire of young people to participate
in activities that bring communities
together and offer moments of joy, op-
timism and normalcy.

Para said the league, built through
the efforts of Irfan Sarkar, has grown
into something much larger than a
sporting tournament. "It belongs to
the Valley—to its villages, mohallas
and homes, and most importantly, to
its young people, who have embraced
the game with enthusiasm and a re-
newed sense of possibility." The peo-
ple associated with the tournament
said the league is more than cricket.

"Kashmir is watching. Kashmir is
playing. And Kashmir is celebrating.
From the players on the field to the
thousands of spectators in the stands,
the league has created a shared space
where talent, passion and community
come together.

"The cheers under the floodlights,
the sound of drums and the collec-
tive celebration of every boundary and
wicket are a reflection of a changing
mood and a growing desire for mo-
ments of joy and togetherness,"” one of
the people cited above said.

He said it is about creating spaces
where young people can dream, com-
pete and belong. "It is about replacing
silence with cheers, isolation with
community and uncertainty with the
confidence that comes from participa-
tion and shared purpose.”

According to Para, in a region that
has endured years of violence and dis-
ruption, the sight of packed stands and
young cricketers taking centre stage
carries a message that extends well
beyond the boundary ropes - hope
over fear, unity over division, and life
over darkness.

Mohammad Latief, a cricket lover,
said the excitement reaches another
level during night matches, when the
stadium is illuminated under flood-
lights and thousands of young people
gather to watch them.

Locals said the league reflects the
growing space being created for young
people to channel their energy into
sport, nurture talent and build a sense
of community.

The sight of youngsters filling the
stands, local players competing under
professional conditions and families
coming together to enjoy cricket un-
derscores a changing narrative—one
in which the aspirations of the youth
are increasingly finding expression
through sport, said Mohammad Ashraf
Mir, a village elder.

DURAND CUP

East Bengal Edge Delhi on Penalties
to Reach Final

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA, AUG 19 (PTI) East Bengal
held their nerve in a penalty shootout
to beat a resolute SC Delhi 5-3 after
a goalless regulation-time stalemate
and reach the Durand Cup final, here
on Wednesday.

Eyeing a record-equalling 17th title,
East Bengal will face the winners of
Thursday's second semifinal between
Mohun Bagan Super Giant and de-
fending champions NorthEast United
FC in Sunday's summit clash at the
Salt Lake Stadium.

A potential Kolkata derby final
would be a repeat of the 2023 title
clash, which Mohun Bagan had won.

Captain Mohammed Rashid, who
had endured an otherwise frustrat-
ing outing in regulation time, finally
had his moment in the shootout,
calmly finding the corner with East
Bengal's fifth and decisive kick to
seal the victory.

East Bengal were flawless from the
spot, converting all five attempts.

Anwar Ali opened the shootout by
calmly sending his penalty past SC
Delhi goalkeeper Nora Fernandes. Ro-
hit Danu then powered his effort into
the net before Lalchungnunga picked
out the top-right corner to put East
Bengal 3-1 ahead.

SC Delhi kept themselves alive
through Rodriguinho and Duvan, but
Chris Ikonomidis converted East Ben-
gal's fourth to make it 4-2.

Juan Pena had earlier seen his pen-
alty saved by East Bengal goalkeeper
Prabhsukhan Singh Gill, who went the
right way to make a regulation save.

Rodriguinho and Duvan then con-
verted their attempts, while Moham-
med Aimen kept SC Delhi's hopes alive
with their fourth.

Rashid then stepped up for the de-
cisive kick and struck it cleanly into
the net to complete East Bengal's 5-3
shootout win.

L

Goalless regulation time stalemate

Nothing separated the two teams
after regulation time as the semifinal
ended in a goalless stalemate, leaving
Antonio Lopez Habas frustrated after
East Bengal squandered chance after
chance despite enjoying 60 per cent
possession and having 20 shots.

East Bengal skipper Rashid was
particularly unlucky, hitting the cross-
bar with a 16th-minute free-kick be-
fore striking the post with another
long-range effort in the 74th minute.

In between, SC Delhi goalkeeper
Nora Fernandes produced a crucial
save to deny Hmar, while East Bengal's
Prabhsukhan Singh Gill had earlier
kept his side in the contest by saving
Rodriguinho's penalty.

East Bengal had started strongly,
with Rashid's free-kick rattling the
crossbar and Jesin hitting the wood-
work three minutes later.

Edmund and Bipin also had oppor-
tunities as Antonio Lopez Habas' side
repeatedly threatened.

SC Delhi's best opportunity came
in the 33rd minute when they were
awarded a penalty after Rodriguinho
went down following a challenge
from Mandi. Gill guessed correctly
and made an excellent save to keep
the scores level.

SC Delhi grew into the contest after

the drinks break, with Azhar and Pena
working hard in midfield, but East
Bengal remained the more dangerous
side.

The Red-and-Gold continued
to dominate after the interval. Ro-
driguinho threatened on a quick at-
tack early in the half, but Anwar pro-
duced a superb sliding challenge in
the 47th minute to deny him.

East Bengal then increased the pres-
sure, with Rashid and Bipin prominent
in attack. Ikonomidis and Chungnunga
were introduced as Habas looked for
the breakthrough, but Fernandes re-
peatedly stood between East Bengal
and the goal.

The Delhi goalkeeper came off his
line in the 75th minute to make an-
other important save, this time de-
nying Hmar after a dangerous move
down the left.

East Bengal continued to press in
the closing stages, but Rashid's effort
in the 85th minute sailed over the bar.

SC Delhi defended resolutely and
survived six minutes of added time to
take the semifinal into the shootout.

According to the tournament rules
of the Durand Cup, knockout matches
that end in a draw after regulation
90 minutes skip extra-time and head
directly into a penalty shootout to de-
cide the winner.

LONDON: Crystal Palace
added to its squad for an-
other European campaign
by signing United States
youth international Zavier
Gozo in a club record sale
for Real Salt Lake.

The Conference League
titleholder  signed  the
19-year-old winger to a five-
year contract late Monday.
The transfer fee was report-
edly $15 million.

Real Salt Lake said in a
statement it will “retain a
significant percentage of
any future transfer fee for
Gozo,” who it said was the

first Utah native to join a
Premier League club.

Palace starts the Premier
League at Everton on Satur-
day and will play in the sec-
ond-tier Europa League. UEFA
makes the league phase draw
in Monaco next week.

David promised to Brigh-
ton

After scoring at the
World Cup for Canada, for-
ward Promise David is mov-
ing to Brighton on loan from
Union Saint-Gilloise.

Brighton said its deal for
the 25-year-old David “in-
cludes an obligation to buy
should certain criteria be
met.” He played in four of
co-host Canada's games at
the World Cup and scored in
a 2-1 loss to Switzerland in
the group stage.

Belgian league runner-
up Union was eliminated
in the Champions League
qualifying rounds last week,
against Bodg/Glimt, and will
play in the Europa League
where its expected prize
money drops by tens of mil-
lions of euros.

Brighton and Union have
close ties through their
owners and share player
data analysis by Jamestown
Analytics. The data firm
founded by Brighton owner
Tony Bloom is renowned in
European soccer and also
used by Como and Heart of
Midlothian.

Brighton hosts Aston
Villa, the Europa League
titleholder, in their Premier
League opener on Sunday.
Brighton is in the third-tier
Conference League this sea-
son and has a first-leg game

on Thursday in the qualify-
ing playoffs at Tromsg in
Norway. World Cup veteran
Elvedi to Leeds

Leeds got a solid de-
fensive addition by sign-
ing Switzerland veteran
Nico Elvedi from Borussia
Ménchengladbach for a re-
ported 8 million euros ($9.3
million).

Elvedi has been to the
past three World Cups and
played every minute of
Switzerland's six-game run
to the quarterfinals, ended
by a hard-luck loss against
Argentina last month.

The 29-year-old center
back spent 11 years at Glad-
bach where he played under
Leeds coach Daniel Farke in
the 2022-23 season.

Elvedi joins a Leeds
squad looking to build on a
solid first season back in the

Premier League when the
club owned by the San Fran-
cisco 49ers also reached the
FA Cup semifinals.

Newly promoted Coventry
spends more

The price of trying to stay
in the Premier League is
getting higher for promoted
teams.

Championship title win-
ner Coventry took its offsea-
son spending to about $160
million on Wednesday by
signing 19-year-old Guinea-
born forward Sidiki Chérif
from Fenerbahce.

The reported transfer fee
was 20.5 million pounds
($28 million) for Fenerbahce
which last week signed
Belgium veteran Romelu
Lukaku as the Istanbul gi-
ant aims for a first Turkish
league title since 2014.

3 Vouube

The methods used to consume news have changed over time
from newspapers, to television, to the Internet on our computers
to carrying the news around with us 24/7 on smartphones in our

pockets.

Kashmir Observer, with 20 vears of experience in news gathering is

now available 24x7 on all digital platforms like laptops, cell phones or
via Bluetooth on your smart TV's across the world

Kashmir Observer is a one stop information bank for you, Watch
live debates, talk shows and documentaries on critical issues facing
Kashmir on KO youtube channel,

msssumanssesssnsns IR SPEOLL SBCEINMES wesnmamsesumsmmensamey

THEOTHERSIDE  JALIELEIA  VOXPOP  UNRAVEL KASHMIR

FPLELICATION

29

& KASHMR
OBSERVER

VISIT

https://www.youtube.
com/c/kobserver

OR SCAN




OUTPOST

K ASHMIR OBSERVER'

SRINAGAR | THURSDAY | 20.08.2026

12

'l Am Malala': Ahmedabad
School Fined 110,000

Parents Protests Against School; Consultant Shown the Door

PTI

Ahmedabad: A row over the avail-
ability of Malala Yousafzai's mem-
oir, | Am Malala in the library of a
Gujarat school has triggered offi-
cial action, protests, a departmen-
tal inquiry,a 10,000 fine and the
termination of the services of an
education consultant.

The controversy erupted after
some parents and organisations,
including the VHP, objected to
the book at the library of Shilaj-
based Anand Niketan School, al-
leging that students were being
compelled to read material they
considered objectionable on reli-
gious grounds.

The Ahmedabad City District
Education Department subse-

quently issued a show-cause no-
tice to the school and ordered an
inquiry into the allegations.

In its response, Anand Niketan
maintained that [ Am Malala was
not part of the mandatory cur-

riculum and was available only
through an optional book club
and library programme. The
school said there was no inten-
tion to hurt anyone's religious
sentiments and assured the au-
thorities that such a situation
would not recur.

The controversy then widened
to include allegations against
Munazza Shums, an alumnus of
the school who was associated
with it as an education consul-
tant, curriculum designer and
teacher trainer. Critics alleged
that she had altered the cur-
riculum to make books related to
Malala Yousafzai and Anne Frank
compulsory for students.

School Chairman Kamal Man-
gal, in a letter to the Gujarat Edu-

cation Minister, said the school
would not invite Shums for fur-
ther consultations.

The department has imposed
a 10,000 penalty under the RTE
Rules, 2012, treating the matter as
the school's first such violation.

Officials have instructed the
institution to deal more care-
fully with issues involving stu-
dents' education and parents'
sentiments and ensure that sim-
ilar controversies do not arise
again.

What began as a dispute over
a book on a library shelf has now
left Anand Niketan battling a
much wider storm—over curricu-
lum, religious sensitivities and
the role of an influential educa-
tion consultant.

Allahabad HC Gives Brothel
Customers Legal Relief

PTI

Prayagraj, Aug 19: The Allahabad
High Court has ruled that a man
who visits a brothel as a custom-
er cannot be prosecuted under
the Immoral Traffic (Preven-
tion) Act, 1956, as paying money
for personal gratification is not
procurement for the purpose of
prostitution within the meaning
of the act.

Sections 3, 4, 5 and 7 deal with
provisions relating to penalising
keeping or managing a brothel
or allowing premises to be used
as one; punishment to a person
who lives on the earnings of an-
other person's prostitution; and
targeting those who procure, in-
duce or take a person for sexual
exploitation.

Justice Gautam Chowdhary,
in his judgement on August 11
observed, "If a person visits a

brothel as a customer, then at
the most, he may be procuring a
prostitute to satisfy his personal
lust, but not for the 'purpose of
prostitution' as defined under
the Act (which requires com-
mercial exploitation). Therefore,
a customer who pays money for
gratification cannot be prosecut-
ed under Section 3, 4, 5, or 7 of
the Act.”

With this observation, the
court allowed the petition filed
by a man named Nitin and
quashed the charge sheet and
criminal proceedings against
the petitioner, who was among
16 people apprehended during a
police raid on a house in Ghazi-
abad on December 31, 2023.

Nitin was charged under Sec-
tions 3, 4, 5, and 7 of the ITPA,
and the high court found these
charges legally unsustainable
for a customer, as they were re-

lated to running and managing a
brothel.

The court said that a customer
cannot be said to be keeping or
managing or acting or assisting
in the keeping or management
of a brothel because he simply
comes and pays money to get a
woman to satisfy his lust.

The court further observed,
"Perusal of the record shows
that the applicant was merely
a customer who came to satisfy
his personal lust after paying the
money and not for the purpose of
prostitution; therefore, the pro-
visions of Sections 3,4, 5, 7 of the
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act,
1956, are not attracted against
the applicant.

"Thus, continuance of the pro-
ceedings against the accused ap-
plicant would amount to sheer
misuse of the process of the
court."

PTI

New Delhi, Aug 19: The Congress
Working Committee on Wednes-
day decided to abide by the 1937
resolution of its highest decision-
making body on Vande Mataram,
saying only two stanzas of the
National Song would be sung at
all party events henceforth.

The Congress decision came af-
ter the BJP accused its leaders of in-
sulting Vande Mataram by not sing-
ing the full version at party events.

Addressing a press conference
after the over-four-hour meeting of
the CWC, Congress general secretary
K C Venugopal said the party’s stand
is very clear, and it stands behind the
decision of its top leadership in 1937.

“There is no confusion on that.
Congress president categorically
said so yesterday in Goa. Today
we also discussed the issue in the
meeting of the CWC. Our stand is
very clear that the 1937 resolution
decided in which Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Rabi-

ndranath Tagore, Subhas Chandra
Bose and Sardar Patel - the top-
most leadership of the party at
that point of time were present.
“Whatever the decision they
took, we have decided that. We are
very clear that our Congress party
workers will do that only. This is
our decision,” he told reporters.
Asked whether only two stan-
zas of Vande Mataram will be
sung at party events, he said,
“Yes, first two stanzas.”
Venugopal said singing of

Vande Mataram and the Nation-
al Anthem is an emotional issue
for the Congress, but for the BJP,
it is a political matter.

He also said that the BJP's
criticism of Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi’s objection to the sing-
ing of the full National Song was
merely a distraction tactic. “This
is the version of the BJP to distract
from national issues of paper leak
and ‘chanda chori’,” he said.

Congress general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh said that on October

Congress to Stick to1937 Resolution on Vande Mataram

28, 1937, a resolution was passed
on Vande Mataram at a CWC meet-
ing in the presence of Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar
Patel, Netaji Subas Chandra Bose,
and Maulana Azad at the sugges-
tion of Rabindranath Tagore.
“There was a discussion on that
resolution in today's meeting of
CWLC... Congress president also read
out a part of the earlier resolution.
There is no controversy on this issue.
“This issue is being made out de-
liberately, as today’s issue is youth,

examinations, ‘chanda chori’ and
failure of foreign policy,” he said.

“Our stand has been clear from
day one that the October 28, 1937,
and our first president Rajendra
Prasad said that the National An-
them will be ‘Jana gana man..
and Vande Mataram will be our
National Song,” Ramesh said.

A day after the BJP accused him of
singing “incomplete” Vande Mataram,
on Tuesday, Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge hit back at the party,
saying he sang the same version that

was sung by Mahatma Gandhi, Patel,
Nehru, and Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Talking to reporters in South
Goa, Kharge said that if singing
that version of the National Song
was a crime, cases should also be
filed against these leaders.

The ruling BJP has alleged
that the Congress chief sang an
“incomplete” version of Vande
Mataram at a public meeting in
South Goa on Monday, and ac-
cused the grand old party of dis-
respecting the National Song.
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