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A British-Era Law 
Returns To Haunt 
Kashmir Forests
Families who thought a 2006 law finally protected their 
homes are watching the Forest Department move to retrieve 
their land under a statute written more than a century ago.

Road Mishaps Kill 603 In J&K This 

Year, Highway Toll At 206
Centre says J&K recorded 3,269 road crashes till July 27, 

including 1,109 accidents on National Highways

SC Refuses 
Blanket Ban On 
Pellet Guns
Seeks preservation of 
RAF ammunition logs

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Supreme Court on 
Thursday declined to impose a blan-
ket ban on the use of pellet guns, 
holding that such weapons cannot 
be prohibited as long as existing 
guidelines permit their use in ex-
ceptional crowd control situations.

A bench comprising Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya 
Bagchi and V Mohana, however, 
made it clear that allegations of 
misuse of pellet guns could be ex-
amined on a case-by-case basis.

Hearing a plea over the al-
leged use of metallic pellet guns 
during the July 20 students' pro-
test against the NEET paper leak 
in Delhi, the court directed the 
Centre to preserve the ammuni-
tion logs of the Rapid Action Force 
(RAF) deployed at Jantar Mantar.

The bench observed that the 
Bureau of Police Research and 
Development (BPRD) advisory em-
powers police to use pellet guns 
only in exceptional circumstances.

"If you are interested in phas-
ing out pellet | More on P6

2016 Pellet Victim Gets 
₹41 Lakh LPG Aid

The Jammu and Kashmir 
government has sanctioned 
Rs 41 lakh to the 2016 un-

rest pellet victim Insha Mushtaq 
to make her LPG distributorship 
operational, minister Satish 
Sharma said on Thursday.
Sharma, the Minister for Food, 
Civil Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs, said justice was delayed 
but not denied. | More on P6

Why a Kashmir Waste Plant Is 

Headed for a Green Tribunal Fight
What began as a complaint over a village waste site has grown into a 

test of whether environmental regulators can enforce their own orders.

WEST ASIA CRISIS

PM Reviews India's 
Preparedness
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday 
reviewed the prevailing geo-
political situation in West Asia 
with a group of senior minis-
ters and discussed measures 
to keep India's supply chains 
uninterrupted amid conflicts 
affecting key maritime routes, 
including the Strait of Hormuz, 
the Black Sea, the Red Sea and 
the Gulf of Aden.

The extended meeting of the 
Cabinet Committee on Security 
(CCS), chaired by the prime 
minister, was | More on P6

Syed Sammar Mehdi

Srinagar: A Gujjar family in a 
forest hamlet in Central Kashmir 
spent last week doing some-
thing they hoped they would 
never have to do again: pack-
ing their belongings into sacks 
and moving them to a relative’s 
house, just in case.

They had already lost part 
of their land to the Forest 
Department once before.

Word had lately spread 
through the settlement that of-
ficials were back in the area to 
retrieve more forest land, and 
this time nobody wanted to 
wait and find out what would 
happen next.

That fear is spreading 
through forest communi-
ties across North, Central and 

South Kashmir right now, and 
it comes from a simple, painful 
contradiction.

A national law passed in 2006 
was supposed to protect these 
families for good. The Forest 
Department is instead using 
the Indian Forest Act 1927, a law 
written by the British in 1927 to 
retrieve the land they live on.

The 2006 law, called the 
Forest Rights Act, gives legal rec-
ognition to Gujjars, Bakarwals, 
Chopans, and Kashmiri and 
Dogri families who have lived 
on forest land for 75 years or 
more.

Parliament extended it to 
Jammu and Kashmir about six 
years ago, soon after the abro-
gation of Article 370, when offi-
cials in Delhi told residents that 
federal | More on P6

Ansar Hussain

Srinagar- The trucks came 
after dark. Villagers in 
Ohangam, a small settle-
ment in Beerwah tehsil, 
watched headlights swing 
into the construction site 
sometime after midnight 
on July 27, as workers began 
pouring material into the 
ground under floodlights 
that had no business burn-
ing at that hour.

By sunrise, everyone in 
the village knew what had 
happened.

The waste management 
plant residents believed 
they had halted had been 

built overnight, while the 
district slept.

“The entire material was 
dumped here at the site and 
full night work was taken up,” 
said Fayaz Ahmad, a resident 
of Ohangam who watched 
the construction unfold.

His account, and those 
of his neighbours, point 
to a decision by the Rural 
Development Department 
to press ahead with a project 
that | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
has recorded 3,269 road acci-
dents, 603 fatalities and 4,775 
injuries till July 27 this year, 
while National Highways 
alone accounted for 1,109 
crashes that claimed 206 
lives, according to data tabled 
by the Union Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways in 
the Lok Sabha on Thursday.

The data, furnished in re-
sponse to a question by Lok 
Sabha member Shyamkumar 
Daulat Barve, provides a 
detailed account of road 

accidents, fatalities and in-
juries across Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh. The 
ministry said the National 
Highway figures were sourced 
through the Electronic 

Detailed Accident Report (e-
DAR) portal and may be sub-
ject to further reporting.

Road accidents across J&K
According to the ministry, 

Jammu and Kashmir recorded 

5,452 road accidents, 774 
fatalities and 6,972 injuries 
in 2021. The number rose to 
6,092 accidents, 805 deaths 
and 8,372 injuries in 2022, 
followed by 6,298 accidents, 
893 fatalities and 8,469 inju-
ries in 2023.

In 2024, the Union Territory 
reported 5,808 accidents, 831 
deaths and 7,820 injuries. 
Fatalities climbed to 984 in 
2025 despite the total num-
ber of accidents falling to 
5,318, with injuries recorded 
at 7,594.

Till July 27 this year, the UT 
has reported | More on P6
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Office of the Naib Tehsildar Tilgam
Executive Magisrate 1st Class

 Subject: - Issuance of Registration orders in respect of delayed 
Birth/Death. 

Public Notice
 The registrar  Births and Deaths BDO   Pattan has submitted case file pertain-
ing to birth of Tahseen Majeed S/o Abdul Majeed Wani R/O Wanigam Bala  Distt 
Baramulla having verified the date of birth as 17-03-2015 and the event has been 
shown to be occurred atHome   .
 In this connection if anybody having any objection to the  issuance of delay order 
of birth certificate shall submit his/hr claim to this office within  seven (7) days 
after that no objection shall be entertained
fko	  Naib Tehsildar

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 10th)under Roll 
No:. 121004023  Session: Annual Regular  
Oct - Nov  Year 2025 through the Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of School Education. 
Due to the error committed   against my 
father's name as Bilal Ahmad Ganie instead 
of Bilal Ahmad Doom
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education Sub Office  
Magam  , if any person has any objection in this regard, may 
file the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary, Sub 
Office Magam  within seven days from the date of Publication 
of this notice, after the expiry of said period no objection will 
be entertained. 
Name: Seerat Bilal 
Father's name: Bilal Ahmad Doom
Mother's Name: Mahmooda Bano
DOB: 15-03-2010
Residence: Hanji Bugh 
Mobile no: 8899105047

bmg

Public Notice
I, Mushtaq Ahmad Dar, R/o Jawalapora, Budgam, father of 
minor child Mohammad Amaan Dar, do hereby inform the 
general public that in the Birth Certificate of my child bearing 
Certificate No. B-2023: 1-9029-001554, issued by the Munici-
pal Council Budgam, my name has been incorrectly recorded 
as "Mushtaq Ahmad" without our surname.My correct and full 
name is Mushtaq Ahmad Dar. I am applying to the concerned 
authorities for the addition/correction of the surname "Dar" to 
my name in my child's birth records.?If anyone has any objec-
tion regarding this correction/addition, they may submit their 
objection in writing to the Executive Officer, Municipal Council 
Budgam, within 7 days from the date of publication of this no-
tice.?
Mushtaq Ahmad Dar	 mcb
R/o Jawalapora, Budgam

Public Notice
I, Mujeeba Nazir, W/o Nazir Ahmad Bhat, R/o Hurdu Shoora, Tehsil 
Kunzer, District Baramulla, J&K, hereby notify that the name of my 
daughter has been wrongly recorded in the school records of Hamdania 
Public School, Kunzer as "Saaliha Nazir" instead of her correct name 
"AEERONA NAZEER", as per her Aadhaar Card and other official records.
I have applied to the concerned school authorities for correction of 
her name in all school records. If any person has any objection to the 
proposed correction, the same may be conveyed to the concerned 
authorities within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice; 
failing which, the correction shall be processed accordingly.
Deponent
Mujeeba Nazir	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mehnaza Akhter, D/o Habibullah Ganie, R/o Solinda, Tehsil 
Tangmarg, District Baramulla, J&K, hereby inform the general 
public that my name has been inadvertently recorded as "Mehna-
za Habib" instead of my correct name "Mehnaza Akhter" in my 
Aadhaar Card. Further, my Date of Birth has also been wrongly 
recorded as 10-09-2003 instead of the correct 05-03-2003.
My correct name and Date of Birth are Mehnaza Akhter and 05-
03-2003, respectively, as per my school records. I have applied 
before the competent authority for correction of the said particu-
lars in my Aadhaar Card.
If any person has any objection regarding the proposed correction 
of my name and Date of Birth, the same may be conveyed to the 
concerned authority within 7 days from the date of publication of 
this notice. If no objection is received within the stipulated period, 
the correction process shall proceed accordingly.
Deponent
Mehnaza Akhter	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Rayaz Ahmed Mir, S/o Zahoor Ahmed Mir, R/o Haripora, Tehsil 
Kawarhama, District Baramulla, J&K, hereby notify the general 
public that my name has been wrongly recorded in my Aadhaar 
Card (No. XXXX XXXX 7256) as "Riyaz Ahmad Mir" instead of 
my correct name "Rayaz Ahmed Mir".
My correct name is Rayaz Ahmed Mir, and I have applied to the 
competent authority for correction of my name in the Aadhaar 
records. If any person has any objection to the proposed correc-
tion, the same may be submitted to the concerned authority 
within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice. If no 
objection is received, the correction shall be processed accord-
ingly.
Deponent
Rayaz Ahmed Mir	 fko-r

PUBLIC NOTICE
I,SAKINA AKHTAR D/O:FAYAZ AHMAD SHEIKH R/O:NEAR MAIN 
ROAD BUGROO, BUGRU  Budgam, is seeking for the correction 
with regard to my name, which has been erroneously written as 
"SAKEENA AKHTER” in official  records e.g., bank etc. instead 
of my correct name i.e. “SAKINA AKHTAR”.and Account num-
ber is(043504010005561)If anyone has any objection in this 
regard, He/Sh can inform the competent authority (J&K Bank 
Branch Kremshora) within seven daysi from the date of publi-
cation of this notice.
SAKINA AKHTAR
D/O:FAYAZ AHMAD SHEIKH
R/O: NEAR MAIN ROAD BUGROO, BUGRU BUDGAM	 x

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Aaqib Maqbool S/o Mohd Maqbool Tantray R/o Tantraypora 
Palhallan, have misplaced the number plate of my Scooty bear-
ing Registration No. JK05E 9796 while travelling from  Palhalln 
To Aglar.
I am applying for a duplicate number plate from the concerned 
authorities. Any person having objection may contact the con-
cerned department within seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice.
Scooty Owner : Aaqib Maqbool
Vehicle Number Plate:  JK05E-9796	 fko-r

Public Notice
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public 
that my name has inadvertently been entered in the Univer-
sity records as Bilqueesa D/O Mohammad Ibrahim Rather in-
stead of my correct name, Bilqueesa D/O Mohammad Ibrahim 
RahterThe same needs to be rectified at the University level. 
Any person having any objection regarding the proposed cor-
rection may submit/contact the Assistant Registrar, Registra-
tion Section, University of Kashmir (KU) within one week from 
the date of publication of this notice.No objection shall be en-
tertained after the expiry of the stipulated period.
Bilqueesa
D/O Mohammad Ibrahim Rahter	 mcb

Public Notice
I, Anayat Ali, S/o Mushtaq Hussain Rather, R/o Ichigam, holder 
of Aadhaar Card No. 5968 3122 0067, do hereby inform the 
general public that my name has been incorrectly recorded as 
"Inayat Ali" in my Aadhaar records. My correct and actual name 
is Anayat Ali, S/o Mushtaq Hussain Rather. Both names, "In-
ayat Ali" and "Anayat Ali", refer to one and the same person, 
i.e., myself. Henceforth, I shall be known as Anayat Ali for all 
official and legal purposes.?If anyone has any objection to this 
name correction, they may submit their objection in writing to 
the concerned authorities within 7 days from the publication of 
this notice

mcb

Public Notice
This is information for the general public that i have changed 
my wards name from old name 1. ANNAS BIN FEROZ 2. 
MOHAMMAD ABDULLAH BIN FAROOZ To new name 1. ANAS 
BIN FAROOZ KUMAR 2. MOHAMMAD ABDULLAH BIN FAROOZ 
KUMAR. In this regard if anybody having any objection may 
contact Principal Delhi Public School Budgam with in a period 
of seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.

FAROOZ AHMAD KUMAR  F/o ANAS BIN FAOOZ KUMAR 
2. MOHAMMAD ABDULLAH BIN FAROOZ KUMAR. 
CELL. 9419020308	 mcb

Public Notice
I, Sageer Ahmad Khan, S/o Ali Haider Khan, R/o Pati Jathar, 
Kachwa Muqam, hereby inform that I am working as a Porter at 
Station Headquarter, Gulmarg.
I have lost my poter ID card bearing Card No. 53 at Chandoosa. I 
made every possible effort to find it, but could not.
 now intend to apply for a new/duplicate ID card. 
If anyone has any objection to this, he/she may file the 
objection at Station Headquarter, Gulmarg within 7 days from 
the date of this notice.
If anyone finds the said ID card, kindly contact: 8494044037 or 
Station Headquarter, Gulmarg.
Sd/-  
Sageer Ahmad Khan	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the general public that I intend to 
change/correct my name in my Aadhaar Card and Bank records 
from Shameema to Shameema Bano as per my official records. 
Henceforth, I shall be known and identi�ed by my new/correct 
name, Shameema Bano, for all purposes and official records.
If any person has any objection regarding this name change, 
he/she may contact the concerned authorities within seven (07) 
days from the date of publication of this notice. Thereafter, no 
objection shall be entertained.

Shameema Bano
W/o Mohd Maqbool Rather

R/o Burzahama,Hazratbal Sgr Media line advt

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Sajad Ahmad  Ahmad Gadda  S/o  Mohd Tayoob Gadda  R/o Hajibagh 
Buchpora Srinagar  hereby inform that my father  Ghulam Nabi Gadda  
who was  the Registered Consumer of PDD having Electric Connec�on 
bearing Consumer no.0204040013477 expired a  decade before.Now 
I intend to transfer the said electric connec�on in my name  "'Sajad  
Ahmad Gadda. My mother Haleema has no objec�on in this process.If 
any person or party has any objec�on in this transfer.They may file 
their objec�on in wri�ng in the office of the AEE Sub Division Hawal 
within 7 (seven) days from the Date of Publica�on.No objec�on shall 
be entertained a�er s�pulated Time Period.

Sajad Ahmad Gadaa
S/o Mohd Tayoob Gadda
R/o Hajibagh Buchpora 

For any Query: 9596566566

Media line advt

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Bilal Ahmad Gadda S/o Late Gh Nabi Gadda  R/o Hajibagh Buchpora 
Srinagar hereby inform that my father  Ghulam Nabi Gadda  who was   
the Registered Consumer of PDD having Electric Connec�on bearing 
Consumer no.0204040013475 expired a  decade before.Now I intend 
to transfer the said electric connec�on in my name”Bilal Ahmad 
Gadda. My mother Haleema and brothers namely Muzaffar Ahmad 
Gadda and Shahtaj Ahmad Gadda have no objec�on in this.If any 
person or party has any objec�on in this transfer.They may file their 
objec�on in wri�ng in the office of the AEE Sub Division Hawal within 7 
(seven) days from the Date of Publica�on.No objec�on shall be 
entertained a�er s�pulated Time Period.

Bilal Ahmad Gadda 
S/o Gh Nabi 

Hajibagh Buchpora
For any Query: 9596566566

Media line advt

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel 
unit under the name & Style "M/SSPREAD SMILE TOUR 
AND TRAVELS  Situated at DEVEDRAGER TANGMARG 
BARAMULLA   193402 

PUBLIC NOTICE  
Whereas I, Mr. ARSHID AHMAD SHEIKH  S/o AB RASHID SHEIKH  R/o  HOOM 
GULMARG TANGMARG BARAMULLA   intend to apply in the Department of 
Tourism for registration of my proposed travel unit under the name & style of 
M/S SPREAD SMILE TOUR AND TRAVELS  Situated at DEVEDRAGER TANG-
MARG BARAMULLA   193402 
 under tourist trade act 1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas I will submit state subject / Domicile certificate , Qualification Cer-
tificate, pan cardr \ Experience Certificate( Minimum 5years). Police character 
certificate, Bank statement (minimum balance 10000), site plan, Affidavit, 
Rent deed duly attested by sub Registrar, printing material (Latter head / Vis-
iting card ) Photograph of the unit (indoor and outdoor) and Two passport 
size photographs to the department of Tourism as per prescribed checklist I 
Prior to Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.
 / Adventure Tour Operator Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade 
Act 1978/82/2011/12) befre  my case is processed for my registration by the 
Competent Authority, the matter is hereby notified for information of general 
public/ Financial institutions/Bank/ Organisation, etc for objection, if any and 
the same should reach to the Deputy Director Tourism Registration(email id; 
ddtregl23@gmail.com) within a period of 7days from the publication of this 
notice in a leading newspaper/newspapers of the valley. No objection beyond 
a period of 7 days shall be entertained.

fko

inf

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SOCIAL WELFARE OFFICER BUDGAM.

Online applications are invited for Centrally Sponsored Post-Matric Scholarship Schemes (PM-YASASVI) for OBC, EBC, 
and DNT Students for the year 2026-27 as per the eligibility criteria given below:

Reference: Director Social Welfare Kashmir’s letter No.DSWK/Sch/2026/1470-91  dated:27-07-2026.
 
     

    Online applications are invited for scholarships under PM YASASVI Scheme from the students 
belonging to EBC, OBC & DNT categories who are pursuing studies in Government / Government recognized 
institutes in  the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir for the year 2026-27 per the eligibility criteria given 
below:- 

    PUBLIC NOTICE 

Name of the Scheme PM-YASASVI (PM YOUNG ACHIEVERS SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD SCHEME FOR VIBRANT INDIA) 

Category 

The student must belong to Other Backward Classes (OBCs), 
Economically Backward Classes (EBCs), or De-notified, 
Nomadic, and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNTs) as notified by the 
Central/State Govt.  

Annual Family Income 
The total annual family income from all sources should not exceed 
₹  2.50 Lakh per annum. 

 POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP (PMS) 
FOR OBC, EBC, AND DNT 

He or she must have passed Matriculation (Class 10th) or Higher 
Secondary (Class 12th) or any higher examination and be pursuing a 
recognized post-matric course (e.g., Class XI & XII, Diploma, 
Graduate, Post-Graduate, Professional Courses). 

 

Time limit for submission of applications:  

Scheme Activity Date 

POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP  
for OBC, EBC and DNT. 

Portal Opening Date July 22, 2026 

Portal Closing Date October 31, 2026 

How to apply 

✦ The scholarships are open to Indian Nationals who are residents of J&K and belong to the specified categories, 
pursuing approved courses in recognized institutions in India. 

✦ All eligible students are advised to apply on the National Scholarship Portal (NSP) within the specified timelines. 

 1. All applications must be submitted online on the National Scholarship Portal (NSP) viz 
https://scholarships.gov.in/. 

 2. All necessary certificates (Income, Caste, category etc.) must be uploaded as per the devised 
format/specifications mentioned on the application portal. 

 3. A student who is already covered under any other scholarship scheme from State/Centre Government is not 
entitled under this scheme. 

*For further details regarding scholarship and criteria  students are requested to visit the National Scholarship Portal 
(NSP): https://scholarships.gov.in/ or https://socialjustice.gov.in/social-
audit/public/schemesdoc/PM_Yasasvi_scheme.pdf. 

 

        District Social Welfare Officer,                                                                                                                       

         Budgam. 
 

                                        
   

 

DIPK-3912/26
dated: 30-07-2026

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 
Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 
Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, 
Security System and Refilling of all Types of 
Cartridges, Toners 
Registered 
Government 
order 
Suppliers.
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CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4: 04

ZUHR	 12:37

ASR	 5: 32
Magrib	 7: 36                                 
ISHA	 9: 09

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

16 Safar

1448

•	 30 BC -  Battle of Alexandria: Mark Antony 
achieves minor victory over Octavian, but most 
of his army subsequently deserts, leading to 
Octavian's invasion of Egypt

•	 432  - St Sixtus III begins his reign as Catholic Pope
•	 781 -  The oldest recorded eruption of Mt. Fuji 

(Traditional Japanese date: July 6, 781)
•	 1291  - Egyptian Mamelukken occupies Akko, 

crusaders driven out of Palestine
•	 1423  - Hundred Years' War: Battle of Cravant - 

the French army is defeated by the English on the 
banks of the river Yonne in Burgundy

•	 1498  - Christopher Columbus discovers the island 
of Trinidad on his third voyage

High-Level Meeting Reviews Srinagar 
Flyovers, Ring Road Alignment

Agencies

Srinagar: Police on Thursday 
launched separate investiga-
tions after two bodies were 
recovered under different cir-
cumstances in Srinagar.

In the first incident, a 
40-year-old man was found 
dead inside his residence in 
the Rawathpora Baghat area of 
the city.

Officials said the deceased 
was found with injuries re-
portedly caused by a sharp-
edged object. Soon after re-
ceiving information, police 
reached the spot, took the body 
into custody and shifted it for 
medico-legal formalities.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Ajaz Ahmad Wani (40), 
son of Ghulam Mohammad 
Wani, a resident of Rawath-
pora Baghat. Police have initi-

ated proceedings to ascertain 
the circumstances surround-
ing his death.

In another incident, an un-
identified body was recovered 
from a water canal in the Baba 
Demb area of Srinagar.

According to eyewitness-
es, the body was found floating 
in the canal wrapped inside a 
bathtub, following which lo-
cals alerted the police.

A police team reached the 
spot, secured the area and ini-
tiated legal formalities. The 
body was shifted for medico-
legal examination, while the 
Forensic Science Laboratory 
(FSL) was called to examine 
the scene.

As per KNT, Police have 
launched an investigation to 
establish the identity of the de-
ceased and determine the cir-
cumstances that led to the death. 

Twin Body Recoveries 
Trigger Police Investigations

Email: ceo-mcganderbal@jk.gov.in		  Fax @:- 01942416090	 Phone No: 01942416090 

Government of Jammu and Kashmir.
Department of Urban Local Bodies Kashmir Srinagar

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL GANDERBAL

ceo-mcganderbal@jk.gov.in Fax @:- 01942416090 
Phone No: 01942416090 

Government of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Department of Urban Local Bodies Kashmir Srinagar 

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL GANDERBAL 
*** 

Dasti Quotation 
For and on behalf of the Government of Jammu & Kashmir, sealed quotations are invited 

from registered dealers/agencies/authorized workshops/companies for the repair and replacement of 
defective spare parts of the Tow Van of Municipal Council Ganderbal, as per the details mentioned 
below: 

S.No. Name of items with description Qnty Rate to be quoted 

1 Oil Filter 01  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete Job 

2 Fuel Filter 01 
3 Air Filter 01 
4 Engine Oil 7.5 L 
5 Sensor Spray 03 
6 Cloth 02 
7 Repairing of Injectors 04 
8 LNT (Exhaust Cylinder) 01 
9 Remove and Reinstall of Injectors Complete Job 

10 Filters and Oil Replacement Complete Job 
11 Laptop Checkup Complete Job 
12 LNT Removal and Refitment Complete Job 

Terms and Conditions: 
1. The sealed Dasti quotations should reach to the office of the undersigned by or before 

05-08-2026 up to 2 pm either by post or by hand on the printed letter head of firm/dealer 
2. The rates should be quoted both in words and figures without cutting/ overwriting. 
3. The quotations shall be opened on the same day after 2 pm or on any other convenient day 

to the opening authority in presence of the registered dealer/ agencies/Authorized Dealers 
who which to be remain present 

4. The successful bidder shall be bound to carry out the repair and replacement of the defective 
spare parts of the Tow Van as specified above, strictly in accordance with the specifications 
and quality standards mentioned in the quotation 

5. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the quotations without any 
reason. 

6. Further details can be had from the office of the undersigned during the working hours. 
7. The rates should be quoted inclusion of all applicable taxes. 

 
No: MC/GBL/206/2469-72 
Dated:-  24 /07/2026 Sd/- 

Chief Executive Officer 
Municipal Council 

Ganderbal. 
Copy to the: 

1. Director Urban Local Bodies Kashmir for favour of kind information. 
2. Accounts Officer Municipal Council Ganderbal for favour of information. 
3. Director Information for favour of information with the request to publish the same in two 

leading newspapers of valley. 
4. Notice Board. 
5. File. 

DIPK-NB-1253/26
dated: 30-07-2026

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Chief Executive Officer
Municipal Council Pulwama 

Web:www.ulb.gov.in        
email:eomcpulwama@gmail.com                             Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office of the Chief Executive Officer 
Municipal Council Pulwama 

-: O:- 
ABBREVIATED NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER 

E-NIT No.: MC/PUL/2026/174 | Dated: 25/07/2026 
  For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of UT of Jammu & Kashmir, online 
e-tenders (Single Cover System) are invited from eligible persons/firms/agencies for 
the Auction of Entry Fee / Terminal Tax Collection Contract of Municipal 
Council Pulwama for the year 2026–27 (for a period of 365 days w.e.f. 15-08-2026 to 
14-08-2027).  

 Minimum Reserved Bid Amount: ₹1,90,05,909/- (Rupees One Crore Ninety 
Lakh Five Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine Only) 

 Cost of Tender Document: ₹5,000/- (Non-refundable) 
 Call Deposit Receipt (CDR): ₹3,80,118/-  

CRITICAL DATES & SCHEDULE 
S. No. Particulars / Activity Date / Time 
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice  27-07-2026 
2. Period for Downloading Bidding Documents  27-07-2026 to 10-08-2026 
3. Bid Submission Start Date (Online)  27-07-2026 at 11:00 AM 
4. Bid Submission End Date (Online)  10-08-2026 up to 11:00 AM 
5. Last Date for Submission of Hard Copies  10-08-2026 
6. Date & Time of Opening of Bids (Online)  11-08-2026 at 10:00 AM 
7. Bid Validity Period  120 Days from date of opening  
IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. The standard bidding documents containing eligibility criteria, terms & 
conditions, rate schedule, and formats can be viewed/downloaded from the 
departmental e-tendering portal: www.jktenders.gov.in.  

2. Bids must be submitted online only through www.jktenders.gov.in with a 
valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC).  

3. Hard copies along with requisite documents must reach the office of the Chief 
Executive Officer, Municipal Council Pulwama on or before the specified date.  

Sd/- 
Chief Executive Officer 

Municipal Council Pulwama 
 

DIPK-NB-1254/26
dated: 30-07-2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public that the 
electricity connection bearing Consumer ID: 0204020005717, pres-
ently registered in the name of Mohammad Shafi Beigh, R/o Haz-
ratbal, Srinagar, is proposed to be transferred in favour of Saif Shafi 
Beigh, S/o Mohammad Shafi Beigh, R/o Hazratbal, Srinagar.
If any person has any objection regarding the proposed transfer of the 
said electricity connection, they may submit the same in writing to the 
concerned authority within seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice.
If no objection is received within the stipulated period, the electricity 
connection shall be transferred in favour of Saif Shafi Beigh without 
any further notice.
For any clarification, please contact:
Mob: 7006564624 / 7006430537

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public that 
as per the records available in the office of the concerned PDD Sub-
Division, Rainawari, Srinagar, under Customer ID No. 0204020007751, 
the name recorded as Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad Cheeta, S/o Abdul Ghani 
Cheeta, R/o Check Bagh Saadal, Nageen, Hazratbal, Srinagar and Mr. 
Mukhtar Ahmad Cheeta, S/o Abdul Ghani Cheeta, R/o Check Bagh, Na-
geen, Hazratbal, Srinagar pertains to one and the same person.
It is further notified that the necessary correction in the records is 
being carried out on the basis of the documents provided by the ap-
plicant. Henceforth, the electricity bill shall be issued in the name of 
Mr. Mukhtar Ahmad Cheeta, S/o Abdul Ghani Cheeta, R/o Check Bagh, 
Nageen, Hazratbal, Srinagar.
Any person having any objection to this may file the same before the 
concerned office within 7 days from the date of publication of this no-
tice. No objection shall be entertained thereafter.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Divisional Commission-
er Kashmir, Anshul Garg on Thurs-
day chaired a high-level meeting of 
key stakeholder departments to 
deliberate on the alignment and 
implementation of major road in-
frastructure projects, including 
the Parimpora–Dalgate Flyover, 
Panthachowk Flyover, and the Sri-
nagar Ring Road stretch from Pan-
thachowk to Pandach.

The meeting was attended by 
the Chief Conservator Forests, 
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, 
Commissioner Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation, Vice Chairman 
Srinagar Development Authority, 
Director Airport Authority, Senior 
Superintendent of Police (Traffic) 
Srinagar, Chief Engineers of KPD-
CL and Irrigation & Flood Control, 

along with senior officers from the 
Roads & Buildings Department, 
RTO, UEED, LCMA, Air Force, Na-
tional Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI), BSF, and other concerned 
departments.

A threadbare deliberation was 
conducted on the proposed Parim-
pora–Dalgate Flyover, with discus-
sions focusing on its alignment, 
project cost, anticipated impact 
on traffic flow, and implications 
for existing city utilities. It was 
decided to constitute a commit-
tee comprising officers from the 
stakeholder departments to under-
take a comprehensive assessment 
of the project's impact and submit 
recommendations.

The meeting also discussed 
construction of the two parts of the 
Panthachowk–Pandrethan Flyover 
and decided to move ahead with the 
execution of the project.

With regard to the Panthacho-
wk–Pandach section of the Srinagar 
Ring Road, the meeting decided to un-
dertake a fresh study of the proposed 
alignments to minimise the impact 
on residential areas. NHAI officials 
were directed to carry out a compara-
tive evaluation of the suggested align-
ments and submit recommendations 
for the most suitable option.

Earlier, the meeting also dis-
cussed the proposed road from 
Ring Road Part-I via  Sheikhpora 
to Airport Road and its potential 
impact on adjacent BSF security 
establishments. On the occasion, 
the Divisional Commissioner di-
rected officers of the Air Force and 
BSF to hold joint consultations with 
the executing agency to explore a 
feasible solution that addresses the 
concerns of all stakeholder depart-
ments while ensuring timely imple-
mentation of the project.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As part of its con-
tinued efforts to strengthen 
labour governance and pro-
mote awareness of recent 
labour law reforms, the La-
bour Department, organised 
a Stakeholder Awareness 
Programme on the Labour 
Codes here.

The programme was at-
tended by representatives of 
various trade unions from 
across Kashmir and served 
as a platform for construc-
tive dialogue on labour 
rights, social protection, and 
regulatory reforms.

The programme com-
menced with the registration 
of participants, followed by the 
inaugural session.

Delivering the introduc-
tory address, S. Charandeep 
Singh, Labour Commis-
sioner, J&K, highlighted the 
significance of the Labour 
Codes in creating a modern, 
transparent, and worker-
centric labour administra-
tion. He emphasised that 
sustained awareness among 
trade unions and other stake-
holders is essential for ensur-
ing smooth implementation 
of the new labour law frame-
work and for safeguarding 
the rights and welfare of 
workers. He said that the De-
partment remains commit-
ted to promoting awareness, 
strengthening institutional 
capacity, and fostering col-
laborative partnerships with 
all stakeholders to facilitate 

effective implementation of 
the Labour Codes.

The Labour Commis-
sioner also urged trade 
unions to act as vital part-
ners in disseminating 
awareness among workers 
and ensuring that the bene-
fits of labour reforms reach 
every workplace.

The programme was 
graced by Pawan Kumar 
Parihar, Special Secretary 
to Government, Labour & 
Employment Department; 
Umesh Sharma, Additional 
Secretary to Government, 
Labour & Employment De-
partment; Masarat Hashim, 
Deputy Labour Commis-
sioner (Central); and Najwan 
Nazki, Deputy Labour Com-
missioner, Kashmir.

Labour Deptt Organises Stakeholder 
Awareness Prog on Labour Codes

 Agencies

Srinagar: A senior National Conference lead-
er, who was expelled from the party earlier in 
the day, joined the Jammu and Kashmir Apni 
Party on Thursday in the presence of party 
president Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari.

Bukhari formally welcomed the veteran 
politician, Syed Muhammad Akhoon, along 
with several other new entrants into the 
party, expressing hope that their experience 
would strengthen the organization and its 
outreach across Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking to reporters after the joining 
ceremony, the Apni Party chief launched a 
sharp attack on the administration, alleging 

that there was a growing disconnect between 
the government machinery and the people.

He said public grievances were mount-
ing despite repeated assurances from the au-
thorities. "There is a huge gap between the 
administration and the people. Despite the 
installation of smart meters, people contin-
ue to face power shortages. There is no ad-
equate drinking water and road infrastruc-
ture in many areas," Bukhari said.

As per KNT, he urged the administra-
tion to focus on addressing basic civic issues 
affecting the common people rather than re-
maining confined to official claims, asserting 
that governance should be reflected in the de-
livery of essential public services. 

Expelled NC Veteran Syed Muhammad 
Akhoon Joins Apni Party

Agencies

Srinagar: Scores of women from 
the Basant Bagh area of Srinagar 
on Thursday staged a protest 
against the persistent shortage 
of drinking water, blocking the 
road for nearly half an hour to 
press for the immediate restora-
tion of the supply.

The protesters said they had 
been facing acute hardship due 
to the prolonged disruption in 
water supply, forcing them to 
struggle for their daily domestic 
needs. They urged the concerned 
authorities to address the issue 
without any further delay.

As per KNT, the demonstra-
tion led to disruption of vehicu-
lar movement in the area before 
a police team from Kral Khud 
Police Station reached the spot 
and held discussions with the 
agitating women. Police officials 
assured the protesters that their 
grievance would be conveyed to 
the concerned authorities and 
that efforts would be made to re-
store the drinking water supply 
at the earliest.

Following the assurance, the 
women dispersed peacefully but 
warned that they would resume 
their agitation if the issue re-
mained unresolved. 

Basant Bagh Residents 
Demand Restoration of 
Drinking Water Supply
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Copying Cost Kashmir

E
very climate crisis pushes Kashmir to search for the next big fix. 

Experts speak of smart cities, new materials, energy-effi-
cient homes and climate-ready design. 

Builders promise fresh ideas, while architects speak the 
language of the future, but a surprising answer has been standing in 
front of us all along.

Old Kashmiri homes never treated weather as an enemy. They ac-
cepted it as part of daily life and learned how to live with it. 

Thick timber walls trapped warmth through long winters. Sloping 
roofs handled heavy snow. Deep windows welcomed sunlight when the 
days turned cold and kept harsh summer heat outside. 

Every beam, stone and corner had a reason, even if nobody called 
it climate science.

That wisdom slowly disappeared when Kashmir entered a con-
struction boom in the late 1990s. Brick, cement and copycat designs 
from the plains began replacing homes that had grown out of the val-
ley’s own weather. 

New buildings looked modern, although many ignored the land 
they stood on. Summers felt hotter indoors, winters demanded more 
heating, and electricity bills climbed while comfort fell. Houses became 
bigger, but they stopped feeling smarter.

Public debate often treats old architecture as nostalgia, some-
thing to admire in old photographs or heritage walks. That misses 
the larger point. 

Those buildings were never monuments to the past. They were 
practical answers to a difficult climate, created by people who under-
stood snow, rain, wind and sunlight through daily experience instead 
of computer models.

A new generation of architects has started looking at those homes 
with new eyes. They are asking simple questions instead of chasing 
fashionable designs. 

Why did these houses stay warm without modern heating? Why did 
they stay cool when temperatures climbed? Which building methods 
still make sense today? 

Such questions are turning old neighbourhoods into living class-
rooms rather than fading memories.

This change says something important about progress itself. Mov-
ing ahead does not always begin with throwing away what came before. 
Fresh thinking sometimes begins with admitting that earlier genera-
tions solved problems that modern society forgot how to address. 

That is a practical thinking rather than romanticism.
Climate change has forced Kashmir into many difficult debates. 

One of the most useful may have little to do with futuristic technology 
and everything to do with memory. 

Old wooden houses still standing in the valley pose the same simple 
question: If these walls protected families through generations of harsh 
seasons, why did Kashmir stop listening to them in the first place?
Real progress may come when the valley stops considering its archi-
tectural past as history and starts treating it as tomorrow’s blueprint.
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Muzamil Farooq

O
ne phrase always seems to outrun 
the floodwater: aekhir zamaan, the 
end times.

A cloudburst rips through a moun-
tain village, the Jhelum swells, and within min-
utes the disaster gets folded into an old script on 
WhatsApp forwards and mosque loudspeakers. 

Many people see the 2014 floods, the flash 
floods that now hit more often, and the heavy, 
muggy summers in a valley once known for its 
gentle weather as signs that the Hour is near.

There’s something comforting about that 
story, and that’s exactly the problem. 

Call a flood a cosmic signal and it demands 
awe rather than action. Nobody dredged a wet-
land, built on a floodplain, or paved over the 
city’s natural drainage. 

Blame the apocalypse and you let everyone 
off the hook, turning a man-made crisis with 
clear causes into a spiritual weather report.

The theology doesn’t even hold up on its 
own terms. 

The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon 

him, is reported in an authentic hadith to have 
raised his index and middle fingers together and 
said he and the Hour were sent like these two. 

That means the end times started fourteen 
centuries ago. 

Muslims have lived inside them for genera-
tions, so the label can’t explain why Srinagar 
floods after two hours of rain in 2026 when it 
didn’t in 1976. 

Islamic tradition actually pushes the op-
posite way: the Prophet taught that even if the 
Hour arrives while a sapling sits in your hand, 
plant it anyway. 

Looking after the earth doesn’t stop matter-
ing because a clock is running somewhere.

Here’s what’s really going on, and it has 
nothing to do with cosmology. 

Kashmir’s summers run hotter and more 
humid than they did a generation ago. Snowfall 
trends have shifted, the glaciers feeding the riv-
ers keep retreating, and the valley now sits un-
der the type of heat once reserved for the plains. 

Climate change has landed on a vulnerable 
Himalayan ecosystem, and it’s crashing straight 
into a development model that seems built to 
make things worse.

Take the Srinagar Smart City project. 
Around ₹3,200 crore has gone into cycle 

tracks, riverfront promenades, decorative fa-
cades and imported streetlight designs. Officials 
and consultants kept repeating the same goal: 
make Srinagar look European. Copenhagen 
came up again and again. But the verdict shows 
up the first rainy afternoon. 

Lal Chowk turns into a lagoon, brand-new 
roads disappear underwater, shopkeepers grab 

buckets while the so-called smart drainage, 
where it even exists, gives out within the hour. 

A city that can’t handle a drizzle isn’t smart. 
It’s just expensive and breakable.

The whole project got planned from the top 
down. Decisions about Srinagar’s future were 
made far away from the people living in it, and 
local engineers, hydrologists, planners and his-
torians barely got a seat at the table. 

Srinagar isn’t some generic city. It’s built 
on water, held together by wetlands, canals 
and flood channels that soaked up the Jhelum’s 

mood swings for centuries. 
The Doodhganga, the Nallah Mar (filled in 

decades ago during an earlier round of “mod-
ernisation”), the shrinking wetlands at Hoker-
sar and Bemina: that’s the real drainage system 
here, and it’s been paved over, encroached on or 
simply forgotten.

Copenhagen’s waterfront works because 
Copenhagen built the drainage, the institutions 
and the decades of planning underneath it. Copy 
the look without the systems and you get imita-
tion instead of progress. 

What works for Scandinavia can leave flood-
water stranded in a Himalayan city.

Two groups can actually turn this around. 
Religious leaders hold an influence over 

public thinking that no government ad cam-
paign can touch, and right now that influence 
gets spent on fatalism instead of teaching people 
to protect their land. 

Imagine sermons that treat wetland destruc-
tion as a real moral failure, that connect wasting 
water and dumping into the Jhelum with break-
ing a trust rather than just breaking a rule. 

Calling a flood a sign of the Hour isn’t faith. 
Taking care of the earth is.

The officials running these projects need 
to treat the Smart City mess as a lesson, 
plain and simple. No road, promenade, or 
retaining wall should move forward without 
real input from the people who already know 
how their city floods. 

The elders remembered the Nallah Mar. 
Somebody could have just asked them.

Another flood will come. Whether the city 
meets it with buckets or with restored wetlands 
and honest planning has nothing to do with 
signs in the sky. 

That choice belongs to the people making it 
right now.

 The author is a Doctoral Fellow in Economic 
Geography and Innovation Studies at the 

University of Stavanger, Norway, and a Miguel-
Dols Fellow at the London School of Economics 

and Political Science. He can be reached at 
muzamil.farooq@uis.no.

Srinagar’s Costliest Illusion
A city built on water spent ₹3,200 crore forgetting how 

water works, and the sky sends the bill every time it rains.

Dr. Fiaz Maqbool Fazili

D
r. Iftikhar checked his watch, 
walked into the marriage hall 
at exactly 2 p.m., and found al-
most nobody there. 

The invitation had promised lunch 
“sharp 2:00 p.m.” Steaming copper ves-
sels of wazwan sat ready, saffron and 
mutton filling the room, but five or six 
guests occupied a hall built for hundreds. 

The doctor checked the digital invi-
tation on WhatsApp again, wondering if 
he had mistaken the date. He hadn’t. 

He had only mistaken the printed 
time for a promise.

Over the next hour, guests trickled 
in two by two, a slow procession Kash-
miris know by heart. Only when organiz-
ers judged the crowd “respectable” did 
the tasht-e-naer, the basin and jug passed 
around for handwashing, finally make 
its rounds. 

Lunch began at 3:15 p.m., more than 
an hour past the promised hour. 

This scene plays out in wedding 
halls throughout the valley so often that 
it has stopped registering as strange. 
And that’s the real problem. 

What should feel like a broken prom-
ise now passes as part of everyday life.

The math gets worse the more you 
look at it. 

A 2 p.m. lunch routinely starts af-
ter 3:30. An evening function billed for 5 
p.m. can push dinner toward 11 at night. 
Multiply that disparity by the hundreds 
of guests sitting through it, and you get 
children turning cranky, elderly rela-
tives worn down by hours in a chair, and 
working professionals watching their af-
ternoons disappear. 

Doctors push back patient ap-
pointments, while traders close early. 
Nobody can plan around an event with 
no fixed start, because the printed 
time has become decoration rather 
than information.

Here’s what makes this more than 
a matter of etiquette: it isn’t just about 
wasted afternoons.

Kashmir, like much of the world, 
now carries a heavier load of diabetes, 
hypertension, and metabolic disorders 
than a generation ago. Many of these 
guests take medication timed to meals. 

A diabetic who delays lunch by nine-
ty minutes risks hypoglycemia, dizzi-
ness, headaches. A hypertensive patient 
sits there calculating whether to take a 
pill on an empty stomach or skip it and 
hope for the best. 

Nursing mothers struggle, and peo-
ple travelling long distances absorb the 
delay twice, once getting there and once 
sitting through it. 

None of this shows up in wedding 
photographs, but all of it happens in 
that hall while cameras capture cho-
reographed entries and the host, oddly, 
seems to be the one person in the room 
with no pressing obligation to be any-
where on time.

The strange thing is how rational 

the whole broken system has become. 
Nobody asks “what time is lunch” 

anymore. They ask “how many people 
have come,” or they wait for a text from 
a friend already seated: call me when the 
tasht-e-naer starts moving. 

Nobody wants to be first in an empty 
hall, so everybody times their entrance 
to avoid it, which pushes the actual start 
later, which teaches the next round of 
guests to delay even further. 

It’s a closed loop with no winner. 
Hosts wait for a fuller room, guests 

wait for the hosts to start, and the two 
behaviours feed each other until 2 p.m. 

sharp has lost all working meaning.
None of this needs abandoning the 

trami, the shared plate that has anchored 
Kashmiri hospitality for generations. 

Four people eating from one platter 
builds something a buffet line can’t repli-
cate: conversation, generational mixing, 
and a physical closeness that says we be-
long to each other. 

That tradition is worth keeping ex-
actly as it is. But what doesn’t need to 
survive is the excuse that punctuality 
and the trami can’t coexist. 

Serve the first sitting at 2 p.m. as 
promised. Let later guests join subse-
quent sittings. Well-run functions else-
where manage this without anyone 
feeling slighted, and there’s no reason a 
Kashmiri wedding hall can’t do the same.

The fix needs hosts willing to start 
when they said they would, instead of 
holding hundreds hostage to a handful of 
VIP arrivals. 

It needs guests willing to trust that 
“sharp 2:00” means what it says, so they stop 
building in a built-in delay of their own. 

Respect for time is a basic form of 
consideration, the one that says another 
person’s afternoon has value equal to 
your own.

When a host keeps a room full of peo-
ple waiting for no good reason, the cost is 
more than a late lunch. 

It’s the slow erosion of trust, until 
nobody expects a promise to mean what 
it says.

— 
The author is a senior consultant 

surgeon, who writes frequently on 
healthcare reforms. He can be reached at 

drfiazfazili@gmail.com.

The Great Wedding Wait
Hours of waiting have become an accepted part of Kashmiri 

weddings, despite the toll on health, work, and trust.

The fix needs hosts 
willing to start when they 
said they would, instead 
of holding hundreds 
hostage to a handful 
of VIP arrivals. It needs 
guests willing to trust 
that “sharp 2:00” means 
what it says, so they 
stop building in a built-in 
delay of their own. 
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YOU CAN STAY OBJECTIVE, 
but you don't stay neutral 

when someone's life or liberty is being 
crushed.

What Journalism Has Become
A conversation on journalism, politics, democracy, and the enduring search for truth 

with one of India's most experienced television journalists.

Haqnawaz Qayoom

Indian journalism is changing 
rapidly, and few understand it as 
deeply as Rajdeep Sardesai.
After nearly forty years in jour-

nalism, he has seen newsrooms rise 
and fall, observed changes in edito-
rial practices, and remained com-
mitted to the idea that journalism 
exists to serve the public, even in 
difficult times.

In this interview with Kashmir 
Observer, Sardesai speaks candidly 
about a profession he believes is “se-
riously unwell”.

The conversation moves from 
memory to critique. Sardesai ex-
plains the tough choice behind the 
“cash-for-votes” sting, and speaks 
honestly about the personal toll of 
online abuse and how he has learned 
to keep focus on what matters.

Despite the challenges, Sardesai 
stresses that objectivity does not 
mean neutrality when people’s 
rights are at stake. He also believes 
that, in the end, voters have their 
own ways of holding those in power 
accountable.

The interview offers a glimpse 
into the mind of a journalist who 
has spent decades reporting on 
India. It shows someone still deeply 
committed to the craft, aware of its 
difficulties, but unwilling to give up 
on its role in society.

If journalism in India were a 
person, how would you describe 
its mood today?

It would feel like someone fight-
ing a serious illness. That’s really 
how I see it. The media is struggling 
with a deep credibility crisis. And 
credibility is the backbone of jour-
nalism. You earn it slowly, through 
years of honest work, and once peo-
ple trust you, that trust keeps the 
whole system healthy.

Strong journalism shows its 
worth when it makes a real differ-
ence to society. That’s when you 
know it’s alive and doing its job.

Today, sadly, we see very little 
of that. Much of journalism seems 
to have lost its moral purpose. It 
doesn’t push for change. So yes, a 
big part of the profession feels like a 
patient in serious trouble.

When credibility slips away, jour-
nalism stops functioning, and that’s 
the illness we’re staring at now.

You’ve worked in both television 
and print media. What’s one thing 
TV taught you that print didn’t, 
and one thing print taught you 
that TV couldn’t?

Television taught me the value of 
being right where the story is un-
folding. In TV, spot reporting is ev-
erything. You need to capture the 
moment, you need the visuals, be-
cause the camera tells half the story. 
And TV also showed me how much 
journalism depends on teamwork. 
You’re only as strong as the cam-
eraperson filming with you, the edi-
tor cutting your story, the producer 
planning your show. TV is a group 
effort through and through. I didn’t 
learn that in print.

Print, on the other hand, taught 
me something TV never could: the 
power of deep research and context. 
When you don’t have visuals to lean 
on, you have to understand every 
layer of the story. You need back-
ground, history, nuance. Print forces 
you to dig, question, and connect 
dots. In many ways, it’s more de-
manding because the entire weight 
of the story rests on your reporting 
and writing.

So yes, TV taught me teamwork 
and the energy of being on the 
scene. Print taught me depth, con-
text and the discipline of going be-
yond the surface.

Given your long career and 
decades of travel across India, 
could you share three stories 
you’re most proud of, and why?

When I look back, three moments 
stand out.

The first is my coverage of the 
1992-93 Mumbai riots. Mumbai 
is home for me. I grew up there, I 
know its lanes, moods, and people. 
Watching the city tear itself apart 
after the Babri Masjid demolition 
was heartbreaking.

Week after week, we were out on 
the streets, trying to make sense of 
the violence, the fear and the sud-
den divide between neighbours.

That story stayed with me be-
cause it felt like documenting the 

pain of a city I loved.
The second is my reporting on the 

2002 Gujarat riots. I have a personal 
link to Gujarat. My grandparents 
lived there and to see that place 
burn with religious hatred was ex-
tremely difficult. It tested every in-
stinct I had as a journalist.

We spent long days and nights 
covering it, speaking to people who 
had lost everything, trying to sepa-
rate fact from rumour, and holding 
on to whatever truth we could find.

It was one of the toughest assign-
ments of my life.

The third moment is building 
CNN-IBN from scratch.

Creating a newsroom, shaping its 
values, training young reporters, 
and seeing it grow into a national 
channel was as fulfilling as any big 
investigation or ground report. It 
was building an institution that 
could stand for something.

Each of these experiences shaped 
me as a journalist, and as a person.

As someone who closely follows 
Indian politics, where do you see 
it heading in the next 10 years?

To me, Indian politics feels like it’s 
slipping into a kind of dark tunnel. 
Money drives almost everything 
now, far more than it ever did.

When money becomes the main 
engine, politics loses its moral cen-
tre. The idea of public service be-
comes less appealing, and the space 
gets filled with people who see poli-
tics as a business.

Corruption has grown, and so has 
a kind of everyday cynicism. We’re 
watching leaders return to old strat-
egies of dividing people, playing on 
identity, and keeping communities 
apart for political gain. It’s unethi-
cal, and sadly, I think we’ll see even 
more of it in the coming decade.

Unless there’s a strong push from 
citizens for cleaner politics, we may 
find ourselves deeper in this black 
hole, where winning matters more 
than doing the right thing.

There are many people who draw 
inspiration from you. Are there 
any present-day journalists, in 
India or abroad, whose work you 
would’ve admired as a young 
journalist?

When I was starting out, I was 
deeply moved by the work of John 
Pilger. His reporting from conflict 
zones around the world had a rare 
honesty and courage. His books 
opened my eyes to what journalism 
could achieve.

Another writer who stayed with 
me was Thomas Friedman. His book 
From Beirut to Jerusalem is, in my 
view, one of the finest pieces of 
journalistic writing.

If I had to name someone in India 
whose commitment really stood 
out, it would be P. Sainath. His dedi-
cation to covering rural India, agri-
culture and farmer suicides, stories 
many others ignored, was extraor-
dinary. The depth, patience and 
purpose in his work made a lasting 

impression on me.
So while I don’t want to narrow 

it down to a single journalist, these 
are the names that shaped my idea 
of what good journalism can be.

Can you recall a moment in your 
career where you had to make 
a difficult ethical choice? And 
looking back, would you still 
make the same decision?

There have been many such mo-
ments, but one that still stands out 
is the “cash-for-votes” sting opera-
tion we did in 2008. This was dur-
ing a crucial Parliament vote, when 
some MPs were accused of taking 
bribes. We had the sting ready, the 
footage was solid, and the story was 
explosive.

But we didn’t air it immediately. 
We waited almost four weeks be-
cause we felt we needed every piece 
in place. It was a highly sensitive 
story, and we wanted to be abso-
lutely sure we had covered every 
angle, legally and ethically. That de-
lay was a tough call.

Looking back, I sometimes won-
der if I would have done it differ-
ently. Maybe I would have moved 
faster and not let the fear of legal 
complications slow us down. Maybe 
the story should have gone on air 
right away.

But at that moment, it really was 
a difficult ethical decision, choos-
ing between speed and caution, ur-
gency and responsibility. And those 
are exactly the kinds of choices that 
stay with you long after the story is 
over.

You are one of the very few 
remaining independent voices in 
mainstream TV news today. Are 
there any boundaries you set for 
yourself while reporting? And if 
yes, how do you decide when to 
push back?

For me, the goal is always the 

same: tell the story. In a country 
as large and complicated as India, 
you have to keep looking for stories 
from every corner, especially the 
ones where power is being misused. 
Those are the stories that matter the 
most to me.

But the truth is, we’re working 
in a very restrictive media envi-
ronment. Mainstream news today 
comes with pressures, and some-
times those pressures shape what 
you can or cannot put out. There are 
moments when you want to chase 
a story, particularly one involving 
people in power, whether in Delhi or 
in the states, and you realise it may 
simply not be possible at that time.

So yes, I do set boundaries, not 
out of fear but out of strategy. 
Sometimes you have to step back 
from one story so you can live to 
tell another. It’s not easy, and it’s not 
ideal.

But if you want to keep an inde-
pendent voice alive in this climate, 
you learn to pick your battles. And 
whenever I can push back, whenev-
er I feel a story must be told, I try my 
best to make sure it reaches people.

Journalists want to know how 
their audience receives their 
work. But we also live in a time 
when objective reporters are 
targeted by organised online 
trolling. How do you deal with 
that, especially since it can be 
mentally exhausting?

It is exhausting. I won’t pretend 
otherwise. There have been times 
when the trolling has really gotten 
to me. When thousands of strang-
ers attack you day after day, it 
drains you, and it can shake your 
confidence.

But over the years, I’ve learned 
something important: at the end of 
the day, you’re accountable only to 
yourself. If you know you’ve done 
your work honestly, that you’ve 

stayed true to your 
values, reported facts, 
and acted in good faith, 
then the noise outside 
shouldn’t carry much 
weight.

That doesn’t mean I’m 
made of steel. I’ve been 
affected in the past, 
sometimes deeply. The 
difference is that today, 
it affects me far less. 
I’ve learned to separate 
genuine feedback from 
organised hate, and I’ve 
learned not to let people 
who don’t know me de-
fine how I feel about my 

own work.
It took time, missteps, and a lot of 

self-reflection, but that’s how I’ve 
learned to keep going.

You’ve often spoken about the 
compromises in Indian media. 
Journalism is called the fourth 
pillar of democracy. Do you 
think these compromises are 
weakening that ideal or affecting 
democracy in some way?

Absolutely, and I say that with 
real concern. There is something 
deeply wrong with journalism right 
now. The media has stepped away 
from one of its most basic duties: 
questioning those in power, wheth-
er in Delhi or in the states. When 
the press stops asking hard ques-
tions, democracy becomes weaker. 
It’s that simple.

A healthy democracy needs ac-
countability. It needs the media to 
shine light on what’s hidden, exam-
ine decisions, challenge wrongdo-
ing, and give voice to people who 
aren’t heard.

When we don’t do that, entire sec-
tions of public life slip into darkness.

What worries me even more is 
when the media gets involved in 
divisive politics, and when it pushes 
narratives that demonise communi-
ties or fuel religious tension. That’s 
propaganda. And it’s completely 
unacceptable.

So yes, I do believe the media has 
abandoned some of its core respon-
sibilities in recent times. And in do-
ing so, it has weakened the demo-
cratic fabric it was meant to protect.

There’s a view that journalists 
should stand up for justice rather 
than stay neutral. Do you think 
it’s acceptable, or even necessary, 
for journalists to take a stand on 
social issues?

Absolutely. When there is clear 
injustice, you stand with the victim, 
always. You stand with the person 
who has been wronged, silenced or 
stripped of their rights. If someone 
has been jailed unfairly, you speak 
up. If someone’s basic freedoms or 
dignity are taken away, you don’t sit 
on the fence.

To me, the idea that a journal-
ist must remain neutral in the face 
of injustice simply makes no sense. 
You can stay objective, meaning you 
stick to facts, verify everything, and 
avoid personal bias, but you don’t 
stay neutral when someone’s life or 
liberty is being crushed.

Neutrality in those moments 
doesn’t help anyone.

So yes, taking a stand on issues of 
justice is part of what journalism is 
meant to do.

You built CNN-IBN from scratch 
and later watched NDTV, a 
channel deeply connected 
to your career, go through a 
similar corporate takeover. Do 
you think corporate ownership 
compromises the journalistic 
independence of TV channels and 

newspapers?
Absolutely, and I say that without 

hesitation. Corporate ownership 
almost always creates a problem 
for journalistic independence. Most 
large corporates rely heavily on gov-
ernment permissions, regulations 
and discretionary decisions. When 
your business depends on staying in 
the good books of the government, 
how can you, as an owner, allow 
your newsroom to question that 
very government?

That’s where the real conflict 
begins.

In India, the problem becomes 
even more serious because we lack 
strong, effective regulation. There’s 
very little to stop a handful of busi-
ness groups from taking over ma-
jor chunks of the media landscape. 
When one or two powerful indi-
viduals or companies control mul-
tiple news outlets, it becomes much 
harder to do adversarial journalism, 
the kind that speaks truth to power.

So yes, corporate ownership can 
and does compromise indepen-
dence. And unless we fix the struc-
tural issues, especially cross-media 
ownership, the space for honest, 
fearless journalism will keep 
shrinking.

We’ve seen a public clash between 
Elon Musk and Donald Trump. 
Musk once backed Trump’s 
re-election, and now he’s 
launched a new political party. 
How do you see this shaping 
U.S. politics, especially with the 
unprecedented nature of Trump 
2.0?

To be honest, America right now 
feels like a country caught in a deep 
moral crisis. And that crisis shows 
in the kind of people dominating its 
political stage.

You have a president who lies 
constantly and performs for the 
crowd, Donald Trump, and then you 
have Elon Musk, who is brilliant in 
many ways but often behaves like 
a man-child who believes he alone 
knows what’s best for America.

A clash between these two is wor-
rying. It’s a battle of egos. And when 
politics becomes a playground for 
two narcissistic personalities, it’s 
never good news for democracy.

Democracy is built by people who 
do the slow, steady work: building 
trust, strengthening institutions, 
promoting fairness, and pushing for 
an equal society. It doesn’t grow in 
the hands of self-styled strongmen 
who think they can reshape a coun-
try on impulse.

And frankly, I don’t see either 
Trump or Musk interested in that 
deeper, harder task.

During the 2024 Lok Sabha 
campaign, the Prime Minister 
openly named two major 
businessmen while accusing 
the Congress of taking funds 
from them. More broadly, do 
you think business funding of 
election campaigns undermines 
democracy?

Of course it does. Whenever 
money becomes the driving force in 
elections, democracy takes a hit. If 
votes can be influenced or bought, 
then the whole idea of a free choice 
starts to collapse.

A fair election only works when 
everyone has a level playing field. 
They should have similar access to 
resources, campaign tools, and me-
dia space. Right now, that balance 
simply doesn’t exist.

There wasn’t a level playing field 
in 2024, and there hasn’t been one 
for some time.

When big business funds cam-
paigns, it creates a clear tilt toward 
those in power. It also means poli-
cies can end up serving donors rath-
er than citizens.

But, I still believe voters have a 
wisdom. Even in an uneven contest, 
they find subtle ways to send mes-
sages to those who misuse power.

It may take time, but people do 
speak. And when they do, the mes-
sage can be very firm.

And to end on a personal note, 
in one sentence, what does 
journalism mean to you?

For me, journalism has been a 
lifelong journey and passion, with 
all its highs and lows, and that’s 
why it feels much more like a calling 
than just a profession.

— The interviewer is an under-

graduate students at University 

of Delhi.

The media is 
struggling with a 
deep credibility crisis. 
Credibility is the 
backbone of journalism.
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A British-Era Law
protections would finally reach them.
That promise hasn’t translated into practice, 

as the Forest Department continues to enforce 
the colonial statute instead, the same one the 
newer law was designed to replace.

Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat, founder of the J&K RTI 
Movement and the Jammu & Kashmir Climate 
Action Group (JKCAG), has spent months look-
ing into the reasons.

He points to a Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court ruling from September 3, 2020, in a case 
called SAVE v. J&K Government, which the 
Forest Department now cites to justify its land 
retrieval drives.

The lawsuit was filed back in 2017, three 
years before the Forest Rights Act reached 
Jammu and Kashmir.

By the time the court issued its order, the law 
was already active, but nobody told the judges 
that.

“Forest Department had started evicting 
forest dwellers in many places of J&K quoting 
Hon’ble J&K High Court order SAVE v/s J&K 
Govt and others dated 3.09.2020,” Bhat said.

The activist believes the Tribal Affairs 
Department, the agency responsible for rolling 
out the Forest Rights Act, should have flagged 
the change to the court and never did.

A similar fight played out on a much bigger 
scale seven years ago.

On February 13, 2019, the Supreme Court 
ordered sixteen states to evict more than a mil-
lion forest-dwelling and tribal families whose 
land claims had been turned down.

Protests broke out almost immediately, and 
the central government admitted in a filing 
that many of those rejections had come from a 
broken, careless process.

Within two weeks, the Supreme Court halt-
ed the evictions and ordered every rejected 
claim to be reviewed again.

That hold remains in place today.
Bhat, however, sees a direct parallel. “If these 

evictions have been put on hold by Hon’ble 
Supreme Court and Forest Rights Act 2006 
is yet to be rolled out and is like a new born 
baby in Jammu & Kashmir, how can Forest 
Department of J&K invoke J&K High Court’s or-
ders and start issuing eviction notices to forest 
dwelling STs and other traditional forest dwell-
ers?” he asks in a memorandum he has now 
submitted on the issue.

He carried that memorandum, along with 
Mushtaq Ahmad Lone, the RTI Movement’s dis-
trict coordinator for Budgam, to a meeting with 
Abdul Rahim Rather, Speaker of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, on July 30.

The duo asked the speaker to step in with 
the Chief Minister and the Forest Minister and 
get the land retrieval drives stopped. Rather 
listened closely and asked several questions, 
though he made no promises on the spot.

But the Tribal Affairs Department itself 
moved soon after.

In a circular dated July 30, 2026, the depart-
ment directed every Deputy Commissioner in 
Jammu and Kashmir to finish the three-tier 
claim verification and settlement process re-
quired under the Forest Rights Act, or certify 
that the process is already complete, at the 
earliest.

The circular also pointed directly to the law’s 
own safeguard, noting that no forest dweller 
can be evicted or removed from land under his 
occupation until that recognition and verifica-
tion process is finished.

Meanwhile, families in the affected dis-
tricts are still watching the road for Forest 
Department officials, still packing sacks just in 
case, and still waiting for a law written to pro-
tect them to actually start doing its job.

Road Mishaps
3,269 road accidents, resulting in 603 deaths 

and 4,775 injuries.
Neighbouring Ladakh recorded 235 road ac-

cidents, 39 fatalities and 368 injuries during 
the same period.

National Highway accidents
The ministry's data showed that National 

Highways in Jammu and Kashmir witnessed 
1,109 accidents during 2026, leading to 206 
deaths and injuries to 1,658 people.

The highway accident data reflects a steady 
decline over the past five years. While 2,378 
National Highway accidents were reported in 
2022, the number declined to 2,342 in 2023, 
2,120 in 2024, 1,867 in 2025 and 1,109 this year.

Fatalities on National Highways stood at 259 
in 2022, increased to 294 in 2023, declined to 
271 in 2024, rose sharply to 431 in 2025 and 
fell to 206 in 2026.

In Ladakh, 119 National Highway accidents 
claimed 17 lives and left 177 people injured 
this year.

Young people among victims
The ministry said 17 of those killed in 

National Highway accidents in Jammu and 
Kashmir this year were below 18 years of age. 
Another 25 victims belonged to the 18 to 25 
age group, while 40 fatalities were recorded 
among those aged between 25 and 35 years.

The data further showed that 29 people aged 
35 to 45 years, 28 in the 45 to 60 age group and 
12 above 60 years lost their lives in highway 
accidents. The age of 55 victims could not be 
ascertained.

Pedestrian casualties
The ministry also placed data on pedestrian 

casualties before Parliament.
In Jammu and Kashmir, pedestrian deaths 

stood at 101 in 2021, 131 in 2022, 158 in 2023, 
144 in 2024 and rose sharply to 477 in 2025. 
Till July 27 this year, 226 pedestrians had lost 
their lives, while 1,005 sustained injuries.

PM-RAHAT scheme
The Centre informed Parliament that 472 

claims had been initiated by hospitals in 
Jammu and Kashmir under the PM-RAHAT 
(Road Accident Victims' Hospitalization and 
Assured Treatment) scheme till July 28.

Of these, 51 claims have been approved by 
the State Health Authority and 43 have been 
settled. However, the annexure placed before 
Parliament showed no disbursement amount 
against the settled claims.

In Ladakh, all 12 claims initiated under the 
scheme were approved and settled, though the 
amount paid was also listed as nil.

Launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on February 13 this year under the Motor 
Vehicles Act, the PM-RAHAT scheme provides 
cashless treatment to road accident victims. 
The Centre said states and Union Territories 
have been advised to empanel more hospitals, 
especially near accident-prone stretches, to en-
sure timely emergency care.

Causes and safety measures
Responding to a question on the causes of 

road accidents, the ministry said crashes are 
a multi-causal phenomenon broadly linked to 
human error, road conditions and vehicle con-
dition. It said factors such as over-speeding, 
drunken driving, wrong-side driving, jumping 
red lights, mobile phone use and other viola-
tions contribute significantly to accidents.

The Centre also informed Parliament that 
6,358 black corridors have been identified on 
National Highways across the country using AI-
based tools developed by IIT Kanpur, based on 
accident data from 2023 to 2025.

It said short-term corrective measures in-
clude improved road markings, signages, crash 
barriers, road studs, delineators and traffic-
calming interventions, while long-term mea-
sures involve improving road geometry, junc-
tion redesign and construction of underpasses 
and overpasses.

The ministry added that the government 
continues to follow a four-pronged road safety 
strategy focused on education, engineering, 
enforcement and emergency care, supported 
by mandatory road safety audits, technology-
based enforcement and the e-DAR accident re-
porting system. (inputs from KNO)

PM Reviews India's
attended by its permanent members—

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Home 
Minister Amit Shah, External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar and Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman—as well as special invitees, in-
cluding Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister 
J.P. Nadda, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal, 
Shipping Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and 
Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, official 
sources said.

The meeting held a comprehensive review of 
the ongoing global conflicts, their security im-
plications and the disruptions they have caused 
to India's imports and supply chains, much of 
which pass through these conflict zones.

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi today 
chaired a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on 
Security to review the situation in the context 
of the ongoing West Asia conflict and measures 
taken by various Ministries and Departments. 
This was the fourth special CCS meeting on 
the issue," a statement issued by the Prime 
Minister's Office said.

Cabinet Secretary T.V. Somanathan briefed 
the CCS on the evolving geopolitical situation 
and outlined measures taken to ensure ad-
equate supplies of petroleum products, includ-
ing LNG and LPG, as well as fertilisers.

According to the statement, procurement 
sources for LPG have already been diversified, 
while stocks and supplies of major petroleum 
products remain adequate.

It said sufficient availability of crude oil has 
enabled Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) 
refineries to operate at utilisation levels ex-
ceeding 100 per cent, ensuring uninterrupted 
production of petrol, diesel and other petro-
leum products.

The government has also accelerated the 
expansion of Piped Natural Gas (PNG) con-
nections, resulting in a substantial increase 
in subscriptions. It is simultaneously promot-
ing industrial substitution of LPG through the 
expansion of the National Gas Grid, augmen-
tation of LNG import and regasification in-
frastructure, wider City Gas Distribution net-
works, and time-bound approvals for pipeline 
and last-mile connectivity under the Pipeline 
Infrastructure Order, 2026.

"During the meeting, requirements for fer-
tilisers for the ensuing Rabi season were as-
sessed, and alternative sources of supply were 
also discussed. The Prime Minister directed 
that all necessary measures be taken to ensure 
uninterrupted availability of fertilisers," the 
statement said.

The safety of Indian seafarers serving on 
domestic and foreign-flagged vessels operat-
ing in conflict zones also came up for discus-
sion. Modi directed the ministries concerned 
to establish a mechanism for providing timely 
information, emergency assistance and coun-
selling to seafarers and their families.

The prime minister also stressed that every 
effort must be made to safeguard Indian citi-
zens and the diaspora from the fallout of the 
conflicts. He called for greater emphasis on 
renewable energy, including solar power and 
other non-fossil fuel sources, to strengthen 
India's long-term energy security.

Modi underscored the need for a "whole-
of-government" approach to address the chal-
lenges arising from the crisis and directed that 
a unified coordination mechanism be estab-
lished to monitor developments regularly and 
ensure swift implementation of measures to 
protect national interests, the statement said.

The ministers presented updates on steps 
taken by their respective ministries to ensure 
uninterrupted imports of essential commodi-
ties, including petroleum, natural gas and 
fertilisers.

Sources said the prime minister also issued 
directions aimed at safeguarding Indian citi-
zens, protecting the country's economic inter-
ests and mitigating disruptions to global sup-
ply chains.

Before the US-Israel conflict with Iran, nearly 
40 per cent of India's energy imports passed 
through the Strait of Hormuz. With the conflict 
continuing, India's energy imports from West 
Asia have come under increasing pressure.

Last week, Yemen's Houthi movement an-
nounced that it would target Saudi oil tankers 
attempting to transit the Bab al-Mandab Strait 

and subsequently attacked several vessels.
The Bab al-Mandab, which links the Red Sea 

with the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea, is 
one of the world's most critical maritime trade 
and energy corridors, much like the Strait of 
Hormuz.

According to available data, shipping traffic 
through the Bab al-Mandab has already de-
clined, with an average of 31 vessels crossing 
daily over the past three days compared with 
43 vessels a day during the first half of July.

Meanwhile, imports of Russian crude via the 
Black Sea have also come under strain as fight-
ing in the Russia-Ukraine war has intensified, 
with several merchant vessels reportedly at-
tacked in recent days.

India imports more than 88 per cent of its 
energy requirements and relies heavily on 
overseas supplies of fertilisers. Nearly one 
crore Indians live and work across West Asia.

Why a Kashmir
the Jammu and Kashmir Pollution Control 

Committee had already flagged as unlawful.
The dispute traces back to a written com-

plaint filed on June 5 by Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat, 
who chairs the J&K Climate Action Group.

Bhat asked the Pollution Control Committee 
to examine the Ohangam site, and the com-
mittee’s divisional office in Budgam sent an 
inspector within days.

What that inspector found, laid out in a re-
port dated June 11, described a location almost 
perfectly wrong for its intended purpose.

The report placed the site roughly 125 me-
ters from a school and 200 meters from human 
habitation, with the nearest house standing 
just 120 meters away. Orchards surrounded it 
on every side.

Waste, the inspector wrote, was already 
being dumped along the roadside of the 
Ohangam-Rathsun-Soibugh road, a route that 
links several villages and carries daily traffic.

Stray dogs roamed the grounds, drawn by 
the smell, and the inspector warned they posed 
a risk to children walking to and from school.

The odour itself had become strong enough 
to make the road difficult to use, the report 
said, creating what officials termed a public 
nuisance.

Armed with those findings, the Regional 
Director of the Pollution Control Committee is-
sued a formal notice on July 6 to the Assistant 
Commissioner Panchayat in Budgam and the 
Block Development Officer in Rathsun, de-
manding they explain why legal action should 
be withheld.

The notice gave both officials 15 days to 
respond and instructed them, in direct lan-
guage, to halt the disposal of waste at the site 
immediately.

Anything short of a credible response, the 
notice stated, would make further action all 
but certain.

That deadline came and went. Instead of 
a written explanation, residents say they got 
nighttime construction crews.

Locals now accuse the Block Development 
Officer’s office in Rathsun and the Assistant 
Commissioner’s office in Budgam of enabling 
a project the Pollution Control Committee had 
explicitly ordered stopped, and doing so by 
scheduling the work when oversight would be 
thinnest.

The episode lands amid a broader design 
across Jammu and Kashmir, where waste man-
agement infrastructure, urgently needed as 
towns and villages generate more refuse each 
year, keeps colliding with the Municipal Solid 
Waste Rules of 2016 and protections under the 
Water Act of 1974.

Sites meant to solve one problem often 
create another when they land too close to 
schools, water bodies, or homes, and Ohangam 
appears to fit that pattern closely: canals for ir-
rigation border it, a school sits nearby, and the 
surrounding land is planted with orchards that 
feed local households.

Bhat, whose original complaint set the 
process in motion, said he raised the night-
time construction directly with the Regional 

Director, Safeer Hussain, and came away with 
a promise of consequences.

“The official assured me to take stringent 
action against the culprits including the RDD 
contractor,” Bhat said.

The activist framed the dispute in blunt 
terms, describing a public space surrounded 
by water, a school, and orchards, and accusing 
the Rural Development Department of pushing 
to spend allocated funds regardless of the legal 
cost.

Bhat said he intends to bring the case be-
fore the National Green Tribunal and will 
seek compensation on behalf of the Ohangam 
panchayat.

What happens next will test whether a writ-
ten notice from a pollution regulator carries 
any real weight against a department deter-
mined to finish what it started.

For the families living within a few hundred 
meters of the site, the question is not abstract.

It is the smell on their road, the stray dogs 
near their children’s school, and the fear that 
construction finished under cover of night will 
prove far harder to undo in daylight.

SC Refuses
guns, you will have to challenge that very 

provision," Justice Bagchi remarked, describing 
the petitioners' prayer for a complete ban as 
"vague" since it did not challenge the underly-
ing regulations.

The court issued notices to the Centre and 
the Inspector General of Police, RAF, on the 
petition filed by former Central Information 
Commissioner and retired IPS officer 
Yashovardhan Azad, along with two injured 
protesters, Prashant Kumar and Sheikh Irshad 
Mansoori.

The bench also directed the Delhi govern-
ment to ensure the best possible medical treat-
ment for the injured petitioners.

Appearing for the petitioners, senior ad-
vocate Vrinda Grover argued that the case 
specifically concerned the use of metallic pel-
lets, which were allegedly recovered from the 
bodies of the injured protesters. She submit-
ted that no standing order of the Delhi Police 
authorises the use of pellet guns and urged 
the Centre to place any such regulations on 
record.

The court said it was willing to examine 
whether the use of pellet guns in the July 20 
protest was justified under the "graded re-
sponse" framework governing crowd control.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta assured the 
bench that the government would extend full 
cooperation and preserve all material required 
for the investigation, including ammunition 
records.

The petition alleges that RAF personnel 
used tear gas, lathi charge and metallic pel-
let ammunition without prior warning dur-
ing the 'Sansad Chalo' march called by the 
Cockroach Janata Party (CJP), causing serious 
injuries, including damage to the eyes of sev-
eral protesters.

The petitioners have sought a nationwide 
ban on metallic pellet ammunition for dis-
persing civilian assemblies, arguing that such 
weapons are inherently incompatible with 
constitutional standards governing the use 
of force and violate the principles of neces-
sity, proportionality and reasonableness under 
Article 19(1)(b) of the Constitution.

2016 Pellet Victim
"Justice delayed but not denied. Insha 

Mushtaq lost her eyesight to pellets in 2016; 
her LPG distributorship was sanctioned in 2018 
but left incomplete.

"Under HCM @OmarAbdullah, we've ap-
proved release of the Rs 41.16 lakh balance to 
finally take this case to its logical conclusion," 
the minister said in a post on X.

Insha, a resident of Shopian district in south 
Kashmir, lost her eyesight after she suffered 
pellet gun injuries during the unrest in the 
Valley in the aftermath of the killing of then 
Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani 
in 2016. (PTI)

HC Raps Govt Over Bilquis Mir's 
Missed World Cup Duty
Says Denial of Permssion Cost India's 
Reputation, Summons Sports Secretary

J&K Gets Rs 10,528 Cr For National Highways 
In 2023-24, Ladakh Rs 658 Cr: Centre
‘Rs 1,846 cr allocated to J&K, Rs 70 cr to Ladakh for NH development in 2026-27 so far’

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh High 
Court has strongly criticised the 
Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration for failing to grant timely 
permission to international ca-
noeing judge Bilquis Mir to offi-
ciate at the Canoe Sprint World 
Cup in Hungary, observing that 
the delay "damaged India's rep-
utation as a nation."

In a strongly worded order, 
Justice Rahul Bharti summoned 
Commissioner Secretary, Youth 
Services and Sports, Shahid 
Choudhary, to personally appear 
before the court on August 3 to 
explain why its earlier direction 
granting Mir provisional per-
mission was not implemented.

The order came while hear-
ing a writ petition filed by the 
Indian Kayaking and Canoeing 
Association along with a con-
tempt petition filed by Mir 
against the Commissioner 
Secretary, the Director General 
of the J&K Sports Council and the 
Union Territory administration.

Mir, India's first female 
kayaking and canoeing judge 
at the 2024 Paris Olympics, 

was nominated to serve as 
Chief Finish Line Judge at the 
Canoe Sprint World Cup held 
in Hungary in May this year. 
However, she could not attend 
after the administration failed to 
grant permission in time despite 
a High Court order allowing her 
to travel.

The court rejected the govern-
ment's justification that the re-
quired documents had not been 
submitted in the prescribed for-
mat, saying the official order issued 
in June reflected a routine bureau-
cratic approach without recognis-
ing the national importance of 
Mir's international assignment.

"It is at the cost and reputation 
of India as a Nation," the court ob-
served, adding that Mir had been 
invited because of her interna-
tionally recognised credentials as 
both a sportsperson and a coach.

Justice Bharti said the court 
had not found "even a whisper" 
in the government's order to in-
dicate that officials appreciated 
they were dealing with a matter 
involving India's representation 
in an international sporting event.

The court further remarked 
that the communication from the 
Indian Kayaking and Canoeing 

Federation seeking Mir's services 
as national coach for prepara-
tions for the 2026 Asian Games 
should have prompted the gov-
ernment to immediately relieve 
her from official duties in the 
larger national interest.

The High Court noted that al-
though it had granted Mir provi-
sional permission in May, allow-
ing her to travel at her own risk 
and cost subject to the outcome 
of the petition, the administra-
tion still failed to act. As a result, 
the World Cup concluded with-
out her participation, "thereby 
creating embarrassment for India 
as a Nation," the court observed.

Justice Bharti also expressed 
concern that, if left to the gov-
ernment's approach, the Indian 
team could even be sent to the 
Asian Games without a coach.

The court directed the 
Indian Kayaking and Canoeing 
Federation to place on record the 
complete itinerary for which Mir's 
services would be required as 
head coach of the national team.

The matter will now be 
heard on August 3, when the 
Commissioner Secretary has 
been directed to appear in per-
son before the court.

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu & Kashmir 
was allocated Rs 10,528 crore 
and the entire amount was 
utilised for development 
and maintenance of National 
Highways (NHs) during 2023-
24, while Ladakh received an 
allocation of Rs 658 crore, of 
which the entire amount was 
also spent, the Centre informed 
the Lok Sabha on Thursday.

Responding to an unstarred 
question on financial assis-
tance for construction of in-
ter-State bridges and roads of 
economic importance, Union 
Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Jairam 
Gadkari, said NH works, in-
cluding inter-State bridges and 
economically important roads, 
are taken up based on traffic 
density, connectivity require-
ments, road condition and syn-
ergy with the PM Gati Shakti 
National Master Plan.

For J&K, the allocation for NH 
development stood at Rs 10,331 
crore in 2024-25, against ex-
penditure of Rs 10,204 crore, 
and Rs 8,083 crore in 2025-26, 
against expenditure of Rs 7,999 
crore. In the current financial 
year 2026-27, Rs 1,846 crore 

has been allocated and Rs 1,484 
crore spent up to June 30, 2026.

For Ladakh, Rs 794 crore 
was allocated in 2024-25 with 
expenditure of Rs 768 crore, 
while Rs 338 crore was allocat-
ed in 2025-26 and Rs 333 crore 
was spent. During 2026-27, Rs 
70 crore has been allocated so 
far, with expenditure of Rs 20 
crore recorded up to June 30.

The ministry also said funds 
are allocated and released to 

State Governments and Union 
Territories for development 
and maintenance of State 
roads, including inter-State 
bridges and roads of economic 
importance, under the Central 
Road and Infrastructure Fund 
(CRIF) Scheme.

Under the CRIF scheme, J&K 
had an accrual of Rs 128.67 
crore and received Rs 206.67 
crore in 2023-24; in 2024-25, 
both accrual and release stood 

at Rs 128.67 crore. In 2025-26, 
the accrual and release were 
Rs 141.54 crore each, while for 
2026-27 the accrual stood at 
Rs 148.51 crore and Rs 125.73 
crore had been released up to 
June 30. Ladakh had an accrual 
of Rs 326.41 crore in 2023-24 
against a release of Rs 68.10 
crore, while in 2025-26 it re-
corded an accrual of Rs 359.05 
crore against a release of Rs 
210.84 crore. (KNO)
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EOW Files Chargesheet against 
Four in Cooking Oil Fraud Case
SRINAGAR: The Economic Offences Wing (EOW), Kashmir, of 
the Crime Branch Jammu and Kashmir has filed a chargesheet 
before the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Srinagar, against four ac-
cused persons in connection with an alleged ₹15 lakh cheating 
case involving the promise of supplying cooking oil through a 
non-existent company.

The chargesheet has been filed in FIR No. 77/2022 under 
Sections 420 and 120-B of the Indian Penal Code against Mo-
hammad Amin Bhat of Khanyar, Srinagar; Khalid Hussain Khan 
of Gasiyar Hawal, Srinagar; Anil Kumar Maheshwari of Jaipur, 
Rajasthan; and Shashank Kumar of Meerut, Uttar Pradesh.

According to the EOW, the case originated from a complaint 
alleging that the accused induced the complainant to deposit 
₹15 lakh as a security amount for the supply of cooking oil. They 
allegedly represented that M/s Assured Agro Food Industries 
was a manufacturer of cooking oil and assured that the stock 
would be delivered within a week. However, despite receiving 
the money, no stock was supplied.

During the investigation, the EOW found that the accused 
had allegedly acted in conspiracy to cheat the complainant on 
the pretext of supplying mustard oil. Verification with the Regis-
trar of Companies, Rajasthan, revealed that no company by the 
name of M/s Assured Agro Food Industries was registered. [KNT]

Landslide near Akchamal Shuts 
Kargil–Leh Highway
KARGIL: Traffic on the Kargil–Leh National Highway (NH-1) re-
mained suspended on Thursday after a massive landslide triggered 
by heavy rainfall blocked the road near Akchamal in Kargil district.

Officials said heavy rain caused a large volume of mud, rocks 
and debris to slide onto the highway, completely blocking ve-
hicular movement along the strategic route.

Road clearance operations have been launched, with men 
and machinery pressed into service to restore connectiv-
ity. However, traffic will remain suspended until the debris is 
cleared and the highway is declared safe for movement.

Authorities have advised commuters and transport opera-
tors to avoid travelling on the Kargil–Leh highway until further 
orders and to check the latest traffic updates from the con-
cerned authorities before undertaking any journey.

The closure is expected to affect the movement of passen-
gers and essential supplies between Kargil and Leh until resto-
ration work is completed. [KNT]

DC Rajouri Reviews Flood 
Restoration Works
RAJOURI: Deputy Commissioner Rajouri Abhishek Sharma today 
chaired a meeting to review the progress of temporary restoration 
works on infrastructure and public assets damaged during the recent 
flash floods. The Deputy Commissioner directed all departments con-
cerned to submit accurate and comprehensive damage reports, ensur-
ing no asset is reported more than once, with every report supported 
by geo-tagged photographs for transparency and verification.

Stressing durable restoration, the DC directed the departments 
to maintain the highest quality standards and adopt long-term so-
lutions rather than repeated temporary repairs. He expressed con-
cern over recurring proposals for temporary restoration of the same 
projects and asked the officers concerned to examine such cases 
carefully. To minimise the impact of future disasters, he instructed 
the departments to undertake plantations at vulnerable and 
erosion-prone locations as a preventive measure. The Public Works 
Department was directed to conduct structural safety audits of 
all major bridges affected by the floods and ensure repair works 
meet technical standards. The DC also directed all departments 
to expedite restoration while adhering to the prescribed guidelines. 
(Observer News Service)

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MECHANICAL AND HOSPITALS 

DIVISION SRINAGAR 
 (Tele-fax No: 019-2496089, e-mail id: exen-mechospsgr@jk.gov.in)

Subject:- Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC) for 
Thyssenkrupp make lift installed at IPD SMHS 
Hospital Srinagar 

Ref :- This office NIT No: M&HDS/TS 
/2026-27/24/e-tendering Dated: 17.06.2026

CANCELLATION
In view of no response, the above referred e-NIT floated for 
above subject work is hereby cancelled.
No: M&HDS/TS/2645-48  Sd/-
Dated:30.07.2026  Executive Engineer,
DIPK-3929-26  Mechanical & Hospitals Division, 
DT: 30/07/2026 Srinagar.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT INFORMATION OFFICER KULGAM
Ph. /Fax; 01931260032 Email: dioinf-kulgam@jk.gov.in

SHORT TERM QUOTATION
For and on the behalf of the Government of Jammu & Kashmir, short term quotations are invited from experienced vendors/firms/
service providers for Hiring, Installation and Operation of Public Address/DJ System (as service) which must cater audience of 
6000 (six thousand) persons for Independence Day Celebrations-2026 including the Full Dress Rehearsal to be held at District 
Police Lines, Kulgam. The terms and conditions are given below:
1. The tenders/quotations in sealed envelope should reach this office by or before 10.08.2026 till 04:00 PM during 

working days personally or through representative or registered post. The bids shall preferably be opened in presence of 
bidders or their representatives at 04.00 pm on the said date.

2. The rates should be quoted in figures as well as in words without cutting and shall include GST and any other tax as 
applicable under rules. Incomplete/conditional quotations in any respect will be rejected.

3. Adequate and high quality PA/DJ System alongwith necessary backup shall be made available and installed by the 
vendor at the venue on 12.08.2026 and operated smoothly on 13.08.2026 during Full Dress Rehearsal and 15.08.2026 
for the main Independence Day function.

4. The labor, transportation, refreshment for labor, etc required during transport, installation, operation, etc. of the PA/DJ 
Systems shall be arranged by the vendor on own expenses.

5. The vendor must ensure proper power/Genset backup and there shall be zero tolerance for any malfunction.
6. The quality of sound output must be superior and aimed at both cultural programme and speech. Any deviation on this 

ground shall be deemed as non delivery of service and treated accordingly.
7. No tenders shall be entertained after the last date i.e., 10.08.2026, 04:00 PM under any circumstances.
8. The payment to the vendor shall be subject to the satisfactory job performance and availability of funds in the relevant 

Head.
For any clarification, the interested parties may contact on Ph.No. 01931260032 on working days during office hours within the 
stipulated time.
No: INF/DIC/Kul- 111-112/2026  District Information Officer
Date:30-07-2026  Kulgam

DIPK-3926-26
DT: 30/07/2026

HEALTH & MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, ANANTNAG
COLLEGE CAMPUS, DIALGAM ANANTNAG J&K-192210  

Subject:  Engagement of candidate for the post of Clinical Staff for Casuality Bed on academic arrangement basis under S.O-364 of 
2020, dated: 27.11.2020 in Government Medical College, Anantnag.

References: -  Adv. Notice No. 05 GMCA of 2026, dated: 09.03.2026.

ORDER NO: 553 GMCA OF 2026
DATED: 30/ 07 /2026

Pursuant to the selection list issued vide Notification No. GMCA/Estt./Rec./2026/ 4755-59, dated: 20-05-2026 the below mentioned 
candidate who has submitted his Personal Verification Rolls (PVR) through online mode to the Criminal Investigation Department qrs. and 
upon receipt of the same vide Form No. 161007, dated: 25-07-2026 is hereby engaged as Clinical Staff for Casuality Bed on Academic 
Arrangement Basis under S.O -364 of 2020, dated: 27.11.2020 in Govt. Medical College Anantnag for a period of one (01) year, extendable 
upto 06 years (on yearly basis subject to the satisfactory performance) or till such posts are filled up by the competent authority on regular 
basis, whichever is earlier.

S. No. Name of the candidate Father Name Address Category
1. Muhammad Aarif Bhat Gh Muhammad Bhat Herpora Paniwah Kulgam OM

The above-mentioned selected candidate is directed to join GMC Anantnag at main campus Dialgam within a period of 21 days from the 
date of publication of this engagement order and shall be allowed to join on production of following documents/testimonials in original for 
verification.
I. Essential Qualification Certificate(s).
II. Marks Certificate(s) of Essential Qualification.
III. D.O.B. Certificate.
IV. 10th /12th Marks Sheet.
V.  Registration Certificate.
VI.  Domicile Certificate.
VII.  Category Certificate.
VIII.  Health Certificate.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1. In case the selected candidate(s) fails to join within a period of 21 days from the date of publication of this engagement order, it will 

be presumed that the said candidate(s) is/are not interested and his/her engagement shall be cancelled ab-initio.
2. If the candidate(s) is/are found guilty of impersonation or submitting fabricated or tempered documents/testimonials or making 

statement which are incorrect /false or suppressing material information shall render such person liable for legal action under law 
and his/her candidature shall be cancelled. In case such a defaulter is traced after selection, his/her contract shall be terminated.

3. The candidate(s) shall have to submit an affidavit duly attested by the Judicial/ 1st Class Magistrate to the effect that: -
a. That in case any adverse report about Qualification, Date of Birth, Marks Certificates, Reserved Category certificate, Domicile 

Certificate etc, if any, is received from the concerned authority, I shall have no right to claim my engagement as such & shall be 
deemed to have been cancelled ab-initio. I will not also claim for any dues from GMC Anantnag as well in that case.

b. I shall not claim for any regular appointment in the department.
c. I will not participate in any kind of strike during my tenure.
d. I shall remain disciplined during my tenure of service in the institute.
e. I am not involved in any criminal/subjudice activity nor there is any FIR/ Court Case pending/registered in the Police Department/

Court of Law against me.
f. I have fully understood the terms, conditions and nature of my engagement in GMC Anantnag on academic arrangement basis and 

will not claim for any regularization/extension after completion of the term (beyond 06 years) or at any point of time.
4. The engagement is purely on temporary basis for a period of one year on academic arrangement basis or till posts are filled on 

regular basis, whichever is earlier. However, the services of the engaged person shall be terminated in case his/her performance is 
not satisfactory/upto the mark.

5. The contractual engagement shall not confer any right on the appointee to claim extension or for regular appointment at any point 
of time.

6. The above engagement shall be subject to the outcome of the writ petition, if any, pending before the Hon’ble court of law.
7. The salary of the engaged candidate(s) shall be kept withheld and shall be drawn/disbursed only after the receipt of verification 

report of documents/ testimonials from the concerned quarters.
No. GMCA/Estt. /2026/6809-12  Prof. (Dr.) Junaid S Wani
Dated: 30/07 /2026  Principal
 Govt. Medical College, Anantnag.

DIPK-3894-26
DT: 30/07/2026

CM Omar Reviews Development Projects, 
Public Issues in Ganderbal

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Thursday 
undertook an extensive tour 
of Ganderbal district, holding 
a series of public engagements 
and chairing a review meeting 
to assess the progress of key de-
velopmental projects and obtain 
a first-hand account of issues af-
fecting the district.

Beginning his visit, the Chief 
Minister inspected the ongo-
ing construction of the New Bus 
Adda Road, a vital infrastructure 
project expected to significantly 
ease traffic congestion in the 
area. Stressing the importance 
of timely completion, he direct-
ed the executing agencies to ex-
pedite the pace of work so that 
the road could be dedicated to 
the public at the earliest.

During the inspection, the 
Chief Minister was accompanied 
by his Advisor Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Deputy Commissioner Gander-
bal Jatin Kishore, Chief Engineer, 
Roads & Buildings Department, 
and other senior engineers and 
officials associated with the ex-
ecution of the project.

Later, the Chief Minister 
chaired a review meeting to take 

stock of the progress of major 
development initiatives and de-
liberate on long-pending public 
issues in the district. The meet-
ing focused on road connectivity, 
irrigation infrastructure, flood 
protection measures, sewerage 
facilities, solid waste manage-
ment, land acquisition and other 
critical projects aimed at im-
proving public service delivery.

The meeting was attended 
by Advisor to the Chief Minister 
Nasir Aslam Wani, Commission-
er Secretary, Housing & Urban 
Development Department Man-
deep Kaur, Managing Director, 
J&K State Power Development 
Corporation, Deputy Commis-
sioners of Srinagar, Ganderbal 
and Bandipora, Director Tour-
ism Kashmir, Chief Engineer 
R&B, Chief Engineer Irrigation 
& Flood Control, Secretary J&K 
Sports Council, district officers 
and other senior officials. The 
outstation officers attended the 
meeting via video conferencing.

At the outset, Deputy Com-
missioner Ganderbal pre-
sented a detailed overview of 
the district’s priority develop-
ment issues requiring urgent 
government intervention. He 
highlighted the need to expe-

dite land acquisition for several 
road widening projects and the 
approach road to the Paribal–
Takanwari bridge, to strengthen 
irrigation canals and power ca-
nal embankments, improving 
road connectivity to the Central 
University of Kashmir, develop-
ment of tourism infrastructure 
and a Sewage Treatment Plant 
(STP) at Manasbal.

Deputy Commissioner Gan-
derbal also raised issues re-
lating to the rehabilitation of 
shopkeepers displaced due 
to the widening of Ring Road 
Phase-II, construction of strate-
gic link roads, establishment of 
an Integrated Solid Waste Man-
agement Plant, besides several 
other people-centric initiatives 
aimed at enhancing infrastruc-
ture and public services across 
the district.

Procedure Can’t Override Welfare Objective: 
CAT On Compassionate Appointment

Kashmir Witnesses Bumper Crop 
of Almonds This Year KO Correspondent

SRINAGAR: Observing that 
compassionate appointment 
is a welfare-oriented measure 
intended to provide immedi-
ate relief to the dependents of 
deceased employees, the Cen-
tral Administrative Tribunal 
(CAT) on Thursday held that 
procedural formalities cannot 
override the humanitarian 
purpose of the scheme.

While allowing a plea filed 
by 25-year-old Najam-us-
Saqib, a Bench of M.S. Latif 
(Member, Judicial) quashed 
the rejection of his claim for 
compassionate appointment 
and directed the authorities 
to reconsider his case within 
eight weeks. The Tribunal 
ordered that a reasoned and 
speaking order be passed, 
treating his case on the same 
footing as other similarly situ-
ated beneficiaries.

According to the pleadings, 
the youth's mother, an Assis-
tant Supervisor in the Office 
of the Accountant General, 
Jammu and Kashmir, died 
while in service on March 24, 
2022. Following her death, 
the family nominated the ap-
plicant for compassionate ap-
pointment. However, as per 
the plea, his claim was reject-

ed by the authorities in April 
2023 on the ground that the 
family had received terminal 
benefits and was drawing a 
monthly family pension.

After examining the re-
cord, the Bench found that 
the rejection failed to take 
into account the family's ac-
tual financial condition, in-
cluding the presence of two 
unmarried daughters and 
the dependency of the fam-
ily members. It also noted 
that the authorities could not 
justify why similarly situated 
families had been granted 
compassionate appointments 
while the applicant was de-
nied the same benefit.

The Tribunal emphasized 
that compassionate appoint-
ment is “a welfare-oriented 
extension to merit-based re-
cruitment ensuring relief to 
dependents of deceased em-
ployees,” and underlined that 
the procedural formalities 
cannot override the humani-
tarian purpose of the scheme 
and that sympathetic consid-
eration deserves to be given to 
such cases.

The Tribunal further held 
that the Compassionate Ap-
pointment Scheme stands 
apart from direct recruitment 
and, when implemented with 

a purposive and welfare-ori-
ented approach, does not vio-
late Articles 14 and 16 of the 
Constitution.

The Tribunal also ob-
served that compassionate 
appointment schemes, being 
beneficial in nature, deserve 
a liberal interpretation to 
advance the cause of justice 
rather than defeat legitimate 
claims on technical grounds. 
It stressed that the object of 
the scheme is to prevent be-
reaved families from slipping 
into financial distress after 
the death of the sole bread-
winner and that authorities 
must evaluate each case on 
its own facts rather than 
mechanically relying on pen-
sion or terminal benefits as 
grounds for rejection.

Referring to the constitu-
tional guarantee of equality, the 
Tribunal held that the applicant 
had been subjected to discrimi-
natory treatment because the 
authorities failed to distinguish 
his case from those in which 
compassionate appointments 
had already been granted. It 
concluded that the rejection 
order dated April 19, 2023, was 
arbitrary, discriminatory and 
violative of Articles 14 and 16 
of the Constitution, making it 
legally unsustainable.

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Kashmir has 
witnessed a bumper crop of 
almonds this year due to fa-
vourable weather conditions.

"We are fortunate that the 
weather this year was very fa-
vourable so far as almond cul-
tivation is concerned. In pre-
vious years, weather factors 
led to reduced production. 
But by God's grace, favourable 
weather this year resulted in 
good production," Riyaz Ah-
mad Shah, Chief Horticulture 
Officer Pulwama, told PTI.

He said the almond grow-
ers are satisfied that this year, 
comparatively, there is a sig-
nificant increase in produc-
tion compared to the last two 
or three years.

"However, their demand is 
that the Agriculture and Hor-
ticulture Departments should 
give as much attention to al-
mond farming," he said.

Shah said timely adviso-
ries to orchard owners by 
the horticulture department 
also helped the farmers in 
improving the produce of the 
almonds.

"We ensured they re-
ceived technical advice on 
time regarding recommend-

ed practices from the Agricul-
tural University. We commu-
nicated details about timely 
pesticide sprays and fertiliser 
application. All these factors, 
combined with the hard 
work of the almond orchard 
owners, contributed to this 
success, and they deserve the 
credit," he added.

Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, 
an almond grower, said the 
produce has improved this 
year compared to last year, 
but the yield has been gradu-
ally decreasing over the past 
three decades.

"The yield of almonds 
was very high in Kashmir 
earlier. I remember very well 
that from Awantipora, Tral, 
Beerwah, to Mattan and the 
Karewa area around there 
were only almond trees ev-
erywhere. Around 20 to 25 
truckloads of almonds were 
sent daily from here to out-

side markets," Bhat said.
He said almonds from Pul-

wama used to go to Delhi, 
Kolkata and Chennai for fur-
ther distribution all across 
India.

Bhat said climate change 
has drastically affected the 
almond crop over the years.

"The weather became 
unpredictable; sometimes 
droughts occurred, and 
sometimes there were heavy 
rains. The weather lost its 
natural balance, and the big-
gest impact of this was on the 
almond trees," he said, adding 
that the almond trees began 
to dry up due to dry spells 
and intense heat that reached 
up to 36 degrees Celsius.

The farmers shifted their 
attention to other crops like ap-
ples, which flourished, he said.

Bhat claimed that there 
was neglect from official 
stakeholders, which led to a 
shrinking of land under al-
mond cultivation.

"The field staff of SKUAST 
or the horticulture depart-
ment never visited the vil-
lages to advise farmers on 
how to manage these almond 
orchards, unlike the way 
they currently focus on apple 
farming," he claimed.

Narrow Gauge Train Services Between 
Pathankot and Baijnath Paprola to 
Resume from Today
Observer News Service

JAMMU: Northern Railway's 
Jammu Division has announced 
the restoration of narrow gauge 
train services on the Pathankot–
Baijnath Paprola section from July 
31 after operations were disrupted 
due to heavy rainfall.

According to an official state-
ment issued by the division, all 
narrow gauge trains that were 
operating before June 2, 2026, will 
resume regular services. The re-
stored services include Train Nos. 
52473/52472, 52465/52467 and 
52470/52474.

However, railway authorities 
said that Train No. 52464 oper-

ating from Baijnath Paprola to 
Jawalamukhi Road and Train No. 
52469 running from Jawalamukhi 
Road to Baijnath Paprola will re-
main temporarily cancelled on July 
31 due to operational reasons.

The Railway administration has 
advised passengers to verify the 
latest train schedules and opera-
tional status through the official 
Railway website or the National 
Train Enquiry System (NTES) app 
before starting their journey.

Northern Railway expressed 
regret for the inconvenience 
caused to passengers during the 
disruption and assured that ef-
forts have been made to restore 
normal services at the earliest.
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

Iran Says Missile Strike Wipes 
Out Three US F-35s in Jordan
Agencies

TEHRAN/WASHINGTON: Iran on Thurs-
day claimed it had destroyed three US 
F-35 stealth fighter jets and severely 
damaged three more in a ballistic missile 
strike on Jordan's Al-Azraq (Muwaffaq 
Salti) Air Base, marking one of its boldest 
alleged attacks on American military as-
sets since the conflict erupted.

In a statement carried by state broad-
caster IRIB, the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) said its Aerospace 
Force fired several ballistic missiles at 
aircraft deployment ramps and main-
tenance hangars housing US F-35s. The 
IRGC claimed three fighter jets were 
"completely destroyed" while three 
others suffered heavy damage. It also 
alleged that several US officers and tech-
nical personnel were killed in the strike.

The attack, according to Tehran, was 
retaliation for an overnight US airstrike 
on Iran's Qeshm Island that allegedly 
killed a family of three, including a child, 
after bombs struck two homes in the 
Chah Tangu neighbourhood. Two chil-
dren were reported injured, while two 
others survived.

Addressing "the honorable and dis-
cerning people of Jordan", the IRGC 
thanked Jordanians for what it described 
as support against the American military 
presence and declared that its campaign 
would continue until "the last American 
occupier is expelled from Islamic lands".

"The region is no place for a child-kill-
ing army that massacres innocent fami-
lies in their sleep," the statement said.

The latest strike comes amid an es-
calating cycle of attacks between Wash-
ington and Tehran. Iran has launched re-
peated missile and drone assaults under 
Operation Nasr 2 and Operation Sa'eqeh 
(Lightning) after accusing the United 
States of violating the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understanding and expand-
ing attacks on southern Iran.

Hours earlier, US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) announced that it had con-
ducted a large wave of strikes against 
IRGC targets inside Iran at around 10 
p.m. ET on July 29, describing the opera-
tion as retaliation for attempted Iranian 
ballistic missile attacks on US forces a 

day earlier.
As the battlefield intensifies, politi-

cal pressure is mounting in the United 
States.

A new Associated Press-NORC poll 
found that nearly two-thirds of Ameri-
cans believe the US-Israel war against 
Iran has not been worth fighting. The 
survey, conducted between July 23 and 
27 during a brief lull in hostilities, found 
overwhelming opposition among Dem-
ocrats and independents, while even 37 
per cent of Republicans said the war was 
not worthwhile.

The poll also showed President Don-
ald Trump's approval rating slipping to 
around 33 per cent, adding to growing 
domestic unease over a conflict that con-
tinues to widen across the Middle East.

Thousands Break Into Spain from Morocco
AP

CEUTA (SPAIN): Thousands of migrants 
streamed into the tiny Spanish territory 
of Ceuta from Morocco on Thursday, 
prompting local officials to call on Spain 
to declare a national emergency and 
send the army to restore the frontier.

Spain's interior ministry said it 
would guarantee the safety of citizens 
and the integrity of the nation's border, 
but that the government could not de-
clare a national emergency over migra-
tion concerns.

Video footage showed crowds of 
people, mainly Moroccans, walking 
around the breakwaters at Tarajal beach 
onto local roads. While the majority ap-
peared to be young men, there were also 

families with women and children. “Viva 
España!” some shouted to a freelance 
photographer working for The Associ-
ated Press.

Spain is a main point of arrival into 
Europe for migrants seeking better eco-
nomic opportunities or an escape from 
violence in their home countries.

The escalation at the border between 
Spain and Morocco comes after a surge 
in migrants attempting to reach the 
small exclave, mainly by swimming.

The scenes of people streaming 
across the frontier recall the border cri-
sis of May 2021 when more than 8,000 
migrants poured into Ceuta in just two 
days.

Juan Jesús Vivas, the head of Ceuta's 
regional government, called for the na-

tional government to declare a national 
emergency on grounds of national secu-
rity, asking for more police and for the 
army to be deployed on the border.

Vivas said the additional police and 
soldiers would be necessary “to guaran-
tee the inviolability of the frontier and 
citizen safety.”

He had warned on Wednesday that 
migrant reception centers were over-
whelmed with hundreds of people 
sleeping on the streets.

The interior ministry said that legisla-
tion covering a declaration of national 
emergencies does not consider migra-
tion flows as a risk to national security.

Government administrations are “co-
ordinating to respond with speed and 
efficacy to the situation in Ceuta,” it said.


