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Pradhan Quits, 
CJP Ends  
36-Day Protest

Fast-Track Courts to Hear 

Paper Leak Cases Daily
New Bill to Be Introduced in Lok Sabha on Monday

Amarnath Yatra 
To Continue Only 
Via Baltal
Observer News Service

Srinagar - The annual Shri 
Amarnathji Yatra will continue 
only through the Baltal route 
for the time being as repair and 
maintenance works are being 
undertaken on the Pahalgam 
axis following recent rains, of-
ficials said on Saturday.

Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Anshul Garg said ur-
gent restoration works were 
required on the Pahalgam route 
after the recent spell of rain.

“Due to the recent rains, ur-
gent repair and maintenance 
works are required to be car-
ried out on the Pahalgam Axis 
of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra. The 
Yatra shall continue through the 
Baltal Axis, for which adequate 
arrangements have been put in 
place to ensure smooth and safe 
pilgrimage,” Garg said.

He said all necessary arrange-
ments had been made on the 
Baltal axis to facilitate the move-
ment of | More on P6

LG Directs 
Priority Repairs 
On Yatra Tracks

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Saturday directed 
authorities to prioritise 

repair and restoration work on 
the Shri Amarnathji Yatra tracks 
following recent heavy rainfall, 
with a focus on ensuring the 
safety and | More on P6

Rs 1,623-Cr Flood 
Plan Stalled 
Over Key Works
Agencies

Srinagar: Post-2014 floods, the 
Government of India approved 
two major flood‑management 
projects amounting to Rs 2021 
crore to safeguard the Kashmir 
Valley from recurring flood 
threats. Yet, despite these sig-
nificant allocations, the situa-
tion on the ground remains un-
changed, with rain continuing 
to trigger flood scares across the 
Valley, even after Rs 488 crore 
has already been spent under 
these programmes. The core is-
sue lies in the non‑execution of 
two vital components under Rs 
1623 crore comprehensive flood 
management project phase- II.

 Government of India ap-
proved two major flood-man-
agement projects: compre-
hensive flood management of 
river Jhelum and its tributaries, 
phase I (Rs 399 crore) and com-
prehensive flood | More on P6

'Run For A Green Future': 

LG Flags Off Reading Marathon
Says True Education Is Putting Learning into Practice

Pays Tribute To 
Kargil War Heroes

Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Saturday 

paid homage to the 
bravehearts of the 
Kargil War on the 
eve of Kargil Vijay 
Diwas, remember-
ing the soldiers who 
laid down their lives 
during Operation 
Vijay to safeguard the 
nation's sovereignty. 
In his message, the 
Lieutenant Governor 
bowed to the martyrs 
whose supreme sac-
rifice, he said, would 
continue | More on P6

Building Permission Bribery Case

Two Rtd- Revenue 

Officials Chargesheeted

Celebrations erupt 
at Jantar Mantar as 
youth-led agitation 
claims victory

Government accepts 
key demands on NEET 
reforms, compensation 
& withdrawal of cases

Observer News Service

New Delhi: Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
resigned on Saturday, bringing 
the curtains down on a 36-day 

nationwide agitation led by the 
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) over 
the NEET paper leak and alleged 
irregularities in competitive 
examinations. The movement, 
which | More on P6

Pralhad Joshi Appointed  
As Education Minister

Union Minister Prahlad Joshi has been appointed as 
Education Minister following Dharmendra Pradhan's 
resignation from the post on Saturday.

Joshi has been given additional charge of the Education 
Ministry besides his role as Consumer Affairs Minister.
A Rashtrapati Bhavan communique said the President, as 
advised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has accepted 
the resignation of Pradhan with immediate effect.
It said that on the advice of the Prime | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Seeking to amend 
a two-year-old anti-paper 
leak law, a bill that proposes 
to set up fast-track courts in 
every state for speedy trials 
of accused and enhances pun-
ishment is set for introduction 
in the Lok Sabha on Monday.

According to the Public 
Examinations (Prevention of 
Unfair Means) Amendment 
Bill, 2026, investigations 
into paper leak cases are to 
be completed within two 
months.

The bill circulated to the 
Lok Sabha members ahead 
of its introduction says that 
individuals involved in pa-
per leaks or unfair means in 
exams will get jail terms for 
a minimum of 5 years and a 
maximum of 10 years, and a 
fine of up to Rs 50 lakh.

For organised crimes, the 
bill proposes a minimum sen-
tence of seven years and a fine 
of up to Rs 10 crore.

The present law has provi-
sions for a minimum of three 
to five years of imprisonment 
to curb | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) has filed a 
chargesheet before the Special 
Judge, Anti-Corruption, 
Baramulla, against the then 
Patwari of Halqa Khawaja Bagh 
and a former Lumberdar in 
connection with a 2024 brib-
ery trap case.

The chargesheet has been 
filed against Fida Hussain 
Shah, the then Patwari of Halqa 
Khawaja Bagh, Baramulla, 
and Manzoor Ahmad Mir, for-
mer Lumberdar of Gutiyar, 
Baramulla, in connection with 
FIR No. 04/2024 registered at 
Police Station ACB Baramulla.

According to the ACB, the 
case was registered on April 
16, 2024, following a com-
plaint alleging that the ac-
cused demanded illegal 

gratification from the com-
plainant for issuing revenue 
records and No Objection 
Certificate (NOC) reports re-
quired for processing build-
ing permission applications 
submitted by the complainant 
and his father.

The Bureau said the investi-
gation led to the collection of 
oral, documentary, electronic 
and scientific evidence, in-
cluding the recovery of tainted 
currency notes and forensic ex-
amination of relevant exhibits.

It said witness statements 
and other corroborative ma-
terial prima facie established 
the involvement of the ac-
cused in demanding and ac-
cepting the bribe.

The ACB said the competent 
authority in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Government had ac-
corded | More on P6

Rain Continues For 5th Day; 

Flood Vigil Continues
Encroachments, 
Urbanisation  
Shrink Kashmir's 
Flood Buffers
Agencies

Nearly 12 years after 
the devastating 2014 
floods exposed the 

vulnerability of Kashmir's 
flood management sys-
tem, experts have raised 
concerns over the declining 
carrying capacity of the 
Valley's rivers, streams, 
and wetlands, warning that 
rampant encroachments, 
indiscriminate garbage 
dumping, and unchecked 
urbanisation are undoing 
much of the progress made 
under the flood mitigation 
programme. Environmental 
experts and officials said 
that instead of improving, 
the carrying capacity of 
almost every major water 
body in Kashmir is steadily 
decreasing, making the re-
gion increasingly vulnerable 
to flooding during heavy 
rainfall. | More on P6

Vishow Nallah Surges, Jhelum 

Stays Below Warning Level

Death toll acoss J&K rises to 

30 as woman dies in Rajouri

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Intermittent rain 
continued to lash Jammu and 
Kashmir for the fifth consecu-
tive day on Saturday, keep-
ing authorities on alert even 
as water levels in the River 
Jhelum remained below the 
warning mark across all ma-
jor gauge stations. While the 
overall flood threat eased, a 
sharp rise in several tribu-
taries, particularly Vishow 
Nallah in south Kashmir, 
prompted fresh advisories for 
residents living near vulner-
able water bodies.

The prolonged wet spell 
claimed another life in Rajouri 
district, pushing the rain-re-
lated death toll in the Union 
Territory to 30 since July 19, 
while six persons, including 
a Jal Shakti Department em-
ployee, remain missing.

According to the Irrigation 
& Flood Control Department's 
10 pm gauge update, the 

Jhelum was flowing at 14.72 
feet at Sangam in Anantnag 
district and was showing an 
increasing trend, though well 
below the flood declaration 
mark of 21 feet. At Pampore, 
the river stood at 4.18 metres, 
while Munshibagh in Srinagar 
recorded 17.06 feet, below 
the flood declaration mark of 
18 feet. Asham in Bandipora 
district registered 12.69 feet, 

with all three stations show-
ing a declining trend.

The water level in Wular 
Lake stood at 1,576.60 metres 
and was rising marginally.

Among the tributaries, 
Vishow Nallah at Khudwani 
rose sharply to 6.71 metres. 
Independent weather fore-
caster Kashmir Weather 
said the stream had risen by 
around 1.25 | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Saturday 
flagged off a Reading Marathon 
along the banks of Dal Lake, 
calling on the youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir to make read-
ing a daily habit and translate 
knowledge into action for the 
betterment of society.

The event, organised by 
the National Book Trust as 
part of Education Week to 
mark six years of the National 
Education Policy (NEP), 
brought together thousands 
of students from colleges and 
universities across the Union 
Territory under the theme 
"Run for a Green Future."

Addressing the gathering, 
Sinha said education should 
extend beyond classrooms and 

examinations to become an 
integral part of everyday life.

"Education should not re-
main confined to books and 
examination halls. It must 
reach playgrounds, social 
spaces and become a way of 
life. Today's Reading Marathon 
is a powerful example of that 
vision," he said.

Describing the marathon's 
theme | More on P6

NIA Court Rejects Interim Bail To Ex-DySP

Grants 5-Day Custody Parole For Father's Last Rites

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A special NIA court has 
rejected the interim bail appli-
cation of dismissed police offi-
cer Devinder Singh but allowed 
him a five-day custody parole 
on humanitarian grounds to at-
tend the post-death rituals of 
his father in Srinagar next week.

Singh, who was posted with 
the anti-hijacking cell of police 
attached to the Srinagar air-
port, was arrested in January 
2020 while ferrying Hizbul 
Mujahideen terrorists, including 
its self-styled commander Syed 
Naveed Mushtaq, at a checkpoint 
in south Kashmir's Anantnag.

He was subsequently 
chargesheeted in the case by 
the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) and dismissed 
from service in 2021.

According to the bail appli-
cation, Singh's father Deedar 

Singh passed away in Srinagar 
on July 17.

The accused, who is lodged 
in the Kot Bhalwal central jail 
in Jammu since his arrest on 
January 11, 2020, sought 20 days' 
interim bail to attend the crema-
tion and the post-death rituals.

The court was informed that 
his appeal against the rejection 
of regular bail is presently pend-
ing before the High Court of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

Passing the order on July 21, 
Special Judge Prem Sagar dis-
missed Singh's plea for interim 
bail but granted him five days' 
custody parole on humanitar-
ian grounds, permitting him to 
attend the 'Akhand Paath' and 
other post-cremation rituals at 
the family residence in Srinagar 
between July 27 and 30, under 
police escort.

"Keeping in view the facts 
and circumstances of the case, 
the prayer to grant interim bail 
is not considered as the appli-
cant has already filed an appeal 
against the rejection of regular. 
However, this court partly allows 
the application of the applicant 
purely on humanitarian grounds 
and allows him to participate in 
the religious rituals...," the judge 
said in his four-page order.

The court said the accused 
will remain on custody parole 
from July 27 to | More on P6

Security 
Tightened Across 
Kashmir After 
Cop's Killing
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Security forces on 
Saturday intensified checking 
and surveillance across sev-
eral parts of Kashmir, including 
Srinagar, Pulwama and Kulgam, 
following the recent killing 
of a police head constable in 
Anantnag and specific intelli-
gence inputs indicating possible 
security threats.

In Srinagar, police con-
ducted extensive checking 
at Lal Chowk, M.A. Road and 
Residency Road, stopping and 
inspecting buses, Sumo vehicles 
and other public transport. Taxi 
stands and passenger vehicles 
also came under heightened 
scrutiny as part | More on P6

Fake Cambodia Job Lands 

Kashmiri Youth In Online Scam

EOW files chargesheet against Pattan man

Observer News Service

Srinagar:The Economic 
Offences Wing (EOW), 
Kashmir, of the Crime Branch 
has chargesheeted a man ac-
cused of duping a Kashmiri 
youth with a fake overseas 
job offer and sending him to 
Cambodia, where he was alleg-
edly forced into online scam 
operations.

According to an official 
statement, the chargesheet 
was filed in FIR No. 19/2026 
under Section 318(4) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
against Mohd Yaseen Rather, 

son of Nisar Ahmad Rather, a 
resident of Kripalpora Payeen, 
Pattan, before the Court of 
the Judicial Magistrate 1st 
Class after completion of the 
investigation.

The case was registered 
on the basis of a complaint 
alleging that the accused 
promised the complainant a 
job as a computer operator in 
Cambodia with a monthly sal-
ary of ₹90,000.

Believing the offer to be 
genuine, the complainant al-
legedly transferred lakhs of 
rupees to the accused's bank 
account and | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat, F/O Seerat Mukhtar, R/O Keegam, 
Shopian, District Shopian, hereby inform the general public that 
the name and date of birth of my ward have been incorrectly 
recorded in the Aadhaar records as "Seerat Jan" and 12-12-2009.
The correct particulars of my ward, as per the school records, are:
•	 Correct Name: Seerat Mukhtar
•	 Correct Date of Birth: 05-04-2010
I have applied before the concerned authorities for correction of 
the above particulars in the Aadhaar records. If any person has 
any objection regarding this correction, they may file the same 
before the concerned Aadhaar authorities within the prescribed 
period from the date of publication of this notice. Failing 
which, the correction shall be deemed genuine and processed 
accordingly.

Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat
F/O Seerat Mukhtar
R/O Keegam, Shopian, District Shopian	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Khurshid Ahmad Malik, F/O Aiman Jan (Aadhaar No. 3138 
6349 1770), R/O Trenz, Shopian, hereby inform the general 
public that the name of my ward has been erroneously recorded 
as "Aiman Khursheed" in the Aadhaar records.
The correct name of my ward is Aiman Jan, as per the relevant 
records.
I have applied before the concerned Aadhaar authorities for 
correction of the above error. If any person has any objection 
regarding this correction, they may submit the same before the 
concerned Aadhaar authorities within the prescribed period 
from the date of publication of this notice. Failing which, the 
correction shall be deemed genuine and processed accordingly.
Sd/-
Khurshid Ahmad Malik
F/O Aiman Jan
R/O Trenz, Shopian	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mushtaq Ahmad Awan, F/O Saima Mushtaq, R/O Dunaroo 
Pahlipora, Shopian, have applied before the concerned Aadhaar 
Centre for correction of my daughter's Aadhaar record. Her name 
and date of birth are wrongly recorded as Sayieema  Akhter and 
12/04/2013. The correct name and date of birth, as per school 
records, are Saima Mushtaq and 29/05/2012. If any person 
has any objection to the proposed correction, they may submit 
the same before the concerned Aadhaar Centre within the 
prescribed period. Thereafter, no objection shall be entertained.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mohd Hussain Itoo, F/O Mohmad Ukasha Itoo, R/O Manihal, 
Shopian, have applied before the concerned Aadhaar Centre for 
correction of my ward's Aadhaar record. The name of my ward 
has been wrongly recorded as Ziyan Hussain in the Aadhaar 
records. The correct name, as per the Birth Certificate issued 
by the Block Development Office, Barbugh, is Mohmad Ukasha 
Itoo. Any person having any objection to the proposed correction 
may submit the same before the concerned Aadhaar Centre 
within the prescribed period. Thereafter, no objection shall be 
entertained.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Mohammad Rafiq Ganie, F/O Talha Rafiq, R/O Hardo 
Nagisheran, District Shopian, have applied before the concerned 
Aadhaar Centre for correction of my ward's Aadhaar record. The 
name in Aadhaar has been wrongly recorded as Abu Talha C/O 
Yasmeena Akhter, whereas the correct name is Talha Rafiq S/O 
Mohammad Rafiq Ganie. Any person having any objection to the 
proposed correction may submit the same before the concerned 
Aadhaar Centre within the prescribed period. Thereafter, no 
objection shall be entertained.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Ali Teli, S/o Sattar Teli, R/o Arhama, Shopian, hereby notify 
the general public that my name and parentage have been 
incorrectly recorded in my Aadhaar Card (Aadhaar No. 9395 
9950 4703) as Ali Mohammad Teli S/o Abdul Satar Teli.
My correct and actual name and parentage, as reflected in 
my International Passport, Domicile Certificate, and Birth 
Certificate issued by the Executive Officer, Municipal Committee 
Shopian, are Ali Teli S/o Sattar Teli.
I have applied for correction of my name and parentage in the 
Aadhaar record before the General Manager, Ranbir Press, 
Jammu. If any person has any objection to this correction, they 
may submit the same before the concerned authority within 
the prescribed period. Failing which, the correction shall be 
processed and no objection shall be entertained thereafter.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Javeed Ah. Wagay, F/o Taiba Javeed, R/o Narapora, Shopian, 
hereby notify the general public that the name of my ward has 
been wrongly recorded in the Aadhaar records as Toiba Javid, 
which is incorrect.
The correct and actual name of my ward is Taiba Javeed. I have 
applied before the competent authority for correction of the 
name in the Aadhaar records.
If any person has any objection to the above correction, they 
may file the same before the concerned authority within the 
prescribed period. Failing which, the name of my ward shall be 
treated and recorded as Taiba Javeed, and no objection shall be 
entertained thereafter.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Fayaz Ahmad Khan, F/o Faizan Fayaz, R/o Gudwani, Tehsil 
Pattan, District Baramulla, hereby inform that my son's name 
has been wrongly recorded in Aadhaar Card No. 6229 4876 8061 
as Fazaan Fayaz Khan.
The correct name is Faizan Fayaz. I have applied for correction 
and publication of the same in the Government Gazette.
Any person having any objection may file it before the 
concerned authority within the prescribed period, failing which 
the correction shall be made accordingly.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Farrooz Ahmad Wani, S/o Ghulam Rasool Wani, R/o Kanigam, 
Shopian, hereby notify the general public that the name and 
parentage of my son have been incorrectly recorded in his 
Aadhaar Card (Aadhaar No. 8529 7884 8043) as Kashaf Ferooz 
S/o Farooz Ahmad Wani, which is incorrect.
The correct and actual name and parentage of my son, as 
reflected in his Domicile Certificate and School Records, are 
Kashif Farrooz S/o Farooz Ahmad Wani.
I have applied before the competent authority for correction 
of my son's name and parentage in the Aadhaar records. If any 
person has any objection to the above correction, they may 
submit the same before the concerned authority within the 
prescribed period. Failing which, the correction shall be carried 
out and no objection shall be entertained thereafter.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Tasavur Yaqoob Wani, F/o Muhammad Arshmaan Wani, 
R/o Balapora, Shopian, hereby notify the general public that 
the name, father's name, and date of birth of my ward have 
been incorrectly recorded in the Aadhaar Card (Aadhaar No. 
3210 4188 4043) as Mohd Arshumaan, Tasavur Yaqoob, and 
07/07/2022, respectively.
The correct particulars of my ward, as per the Birth Certificate 
issued by Municipal Committee Shopian, are as follows:
•	 Name: Muhammad Arshmaan Wani
•	 Father's Name: Tasavur Yaqoob Wani
•	 Date of Birth: 07/07/2021
I have applied before the competent authority for correction of 
the above particulars in the Aadhaar records. If any person has 
any objection to the proposed corrections, they may submit 
the same before the concerned authority within the prescribed 
period. Failing which, the corrections shall be carried out and no 
objection shall be entertained thereafter.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Samey Bano, D/o Gh. Mohammad Sheikh, R/o Palhallan, Tehsil Pattan, 
District Baramulla, hereby inform that my name has been wrongly recorded 
in Aadhaar Card No. 9667 6340 2604 as Sumiya Jan.
My correct and actual name is Samey Bano. I have applied for correction of my 
name and publication of the same in the Government Gazette.
Any person having any objection may submit the same before the concerned 
authority within the prescribed period, failing which the correction shall be 
made accordingly.

fko

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file pertaining to 
birth of Irfan Manzoor s/o Manzoor Ahmad Wani R/o Najar mohalla pattan 
Tehsil Pattan district baramulla with verified date of birth 01/03/1995 . In 
this connection if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate 
he may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection shall be 
entertained.

Sd
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..
Public Notice..

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file pertaining to birth 
of Gulshan Chodri s/o Mohd Akther R/o Kanna chargal tuta Dl khool pangal 
Tehsil Jammu District Jammu with verified date of birth 22/09/2024 occurred 
at SDH pattan in this connection if any body having objection for issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days after that no 
objection shall be entertained.

Sd
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Pattan..

PUBLIC NOTICE 
This is to inform the general public and all concerned authorities, especially 
JKBOSE, that due to an inadvertent clerical/typographical error, my name 
has been recorded as "Mohammad Yaseen Hajam" in my Class 12th (Higher 
Secondary Part-II) certificate.
My correct name is "Mohamad Yaseen Hajam", which is consistently recorded 
in all my other valid documents, including my Aadhaar Card, PAN Card, 
educational records, and other government-issued documents.
Therefore, "Mohammad Yaseen Hajam" and "Mohamad Yaseen Hajam" refer 
to one and the same person. The only correction required is the spelling of the 
first name from "Mohammad" to "Mohamad".
All concerned authorities are requested to take note of this correction and 
make the necessary amendment in the JKBOSE records.

(Mohamad Yaseen Hajam)	 X

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..
PUBLIC NOTICE..

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Anusha Aamir D/o Aamir Mohidin R/o 
Nowpora Tujar Tehsil Zaibgeer District Baramulla with verified 
date of birth 12/06/2020 occurred at SDH pattan in this 
connection if any body having objection for issuance of said 
certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days after 
that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Pattan..

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

Public Notice..
The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Aayat Javaid D/o Javaid Hassan Sheer 
Gojree R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan with verified date of birth 
07/04/2023 occurred at SDH pattan..
In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days after 
that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Pattan.. PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Muzafar Ahmad Khan, F/o Muheet Muzafar Khan, R/o 
Bamnoo, Tehsil Rajpora, District Pulwama, hereby notify the 
general public that the name and date of birth of my ward have 
been incorrectly recorded in the Aadhaar records.
The name of my ward has been wrongly entered as Moheet 
Muzafar, whereas the correct and actual name is Muheet 
Muzafar Khan. Further, the date of birth has been wrongly 
recorded as 07-09-2019, whereas the correct date of birth, as 
per the Birth Certificate, is 07-09-2020.
I have applied before the competent authority for correction 
of my ward's name and date of birth in the Aadhaar records. 
If any person has any objection to the above corrections, they 
may submit the same before the concerned authority within the 
prescribed period. Failing which, the corrections shall be carried 
out and no objection shall be entertained thereafter.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Samey Bano, D/o Gh. Mohammad Sheikh, R/o Palhallan, Tehsil 
Pattan, District Baramulla, hereby inform that my name has 
been wrongly recorded in Aadhaar Card No. 9667 6340 2604 as 
Sumiya Jan.
My correct and actual name is Samey Bano. I have applied 
for correction of my name and publication of the same in the 
Government Gazette.
Any person having any objection may submit the same before 
the concerned authority within the prescribed period, failing 
which the correction shall be made accordingly.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public 
that Afnan Manzoor, S/o Manzoor Ahmad Hajam, was a student 
of our institution bearing Admission No. 3152 and JKBOSE 
Registration No. 2307005000670015.
The student's name has been recorded as "AFNANMANZOOR" 
in the JKBOSE records instead of the correct name "AFNAN 
MANZOOR". An application has been submitted to JKBOSE, 
Kashmir Division, Bemina, Srinagar, for correction of the name.
Any person having any objection to the above correction may 
submit the same before the concerned authority within the 
prescribed period, failing which the correction shall be made 
accordingly.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
t is hereby notified that my name has been incorrectly recorded 
in my Driving Licence bearing No. JK-0120160105701 as:
Humaira Iftikhar W/o Mufti Mahmood Ahmad
Whereas, my correct name and my spouse’s name are:
Humairah Iftikhar W/o Mufti Mahmood Ahmed
I have applied to the concerned Licensing Authority for 
correction of the aforesaid particulars in my Driving Licence. Any 
person having any objection to the proposed correction may 
submit the same to the concerned Licensing Authority within 7 
(seven) days from the date of publication of this notice, failing 
which it shall be presumed that there is no objection, and no 
claim or objection shall be entertained thereafter.
HUMAIRAH IFTIKHAR
W/o MUFTI MAHMOOD AHMED
472-C, Jawahar Nagar, Near Masjid Usman,
Srinagar, J&K – 190008	 ss

PUBLIC NOTICE

Media line advt

I have changed my name and date of birth from Abid 
Hussain Chat, Date of Birth: 20/07/1988 to Abid Hussain, 

Date of Birth: 23/05/1989.Henceforth, I shall be known as 
Abid Hussain, Date of Birth: 23/05/1989.

If any person has any objection regarding this change, 
he/she may submit the same to the Passport Office, 

Srinagar within 7 days from the date of publication of this 
notice. No objection shall be entertained after the expiry 

of the stipulated period.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby no�fied for the informa�on of the general public 

that, due to an inadvertent error, my spouse's name was 

incorrectly recorded in my passport as "Mumtaza Shah" 

instead of her correct name, "Mumtaza Manzoor", as 

reflected in her official documents.If any person has any 

objec�on to the proposed correc�on of my spouse's name 

from "Mumtaza Shah" to "Mumtaza Manzoor", he/she may 

submit such objec�on before the Passport Office, Srinagar, 

within 07 (seven) days from the date of publica�on of this 

no�ce. Therea�er, no objec�on shall be entertained.

Peerzada Manzoor Ahmad Shah

Husband of Mumtaza Manzoor Media line advt

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby no�fied for the informa�on of the general public 

that the name of my spouse was inadvertently men�oned 

as "Manzoor Ahmad Shah" instead of the correct and 

documented name "Peerzada Manzoor Ahmad Shah" in my 

passport records.

If any person has any objec�on regarding this correc�on, 

he/she may submit the same before the Passport Office, 

Srinagar, within 07 (seven) days from the date of 

publica�on of this no�ce. No objec�on shall be entertained 

a�er the expiry of the s�pulated period.

Mumtaza Manzoor

W/o Peerzada Manzoor Ahmad Shah
Media line advt

NOTICE INVITING QUOTATIONS 
Subject:  Notice Inviting Quotations for Supply of Genuine OEM Spare Parts, Lubricants and 

Servicing of Escorts DIGMAX Mechanical Road Sweeper and Escorts LOADMAX 
Loader of Municipal Council Pulwama. 

 
   Sealed quotations are invited from authorized dealers, distributors, Original 
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) or reputed firms dealing in genuine Escorts spare parts, 
lubricants and servicing of Escorts machinery for the supply of genuine spare parts/consumables 
and servicing of the following Municipal Council machinery: 
1. Escorts DIGMAX  
2. Escorts LOADMAX  
   Interested firms possessing adequate experience shall submit their sealed 
quotations along with GST Registration Certificate/PAN Card (whichever applicable), and other 
relevant documents. 
   The sealed quotations shall reach the office of the undersigned on or before 28-07-
2026 up to 3:00 PM. The quotations shall be opened on the same day at 4:30 PM or on the next 
working day, if required, in the presence of the bidders or their authorized representatives who 
may choose to attend. 
S. No. Description Unit Rate to be Quoted 
1 Engine Oil (OEM Recommended) Per Litre ₹_____ 
2 Transmission Oil Per Litre ₹_____ 
3 Axle Oil Per Litre ₹_____ 
4 Hydraulic Oil Per Litre ₹_____ 
5 Brake Oil Per Litre ₹_____ 
6 Oil Filter Per No. ₹_____ 
7 Fuel Filter Per No. ₹_____ 
8 Air Filter (Inner) Per No. ₹_____ 
9 Air Filter (Outer) Per No. ₹_____ 
10 Transmission Filter Per No. ₹_____ 
11 Hydraulic Filter Per No. ₹_____ 
12 Breather Filter Per No. ₹_____ 
13 Strainer Filter Per No. ₹_____ 
14 Master Cylinder (DIGMAX) Per No. ₹_____ 
15 Bolt (DIGMAX) Per No. ₹_____ 
16 Nut (DIGMAX) Per No. ₹_____ 
17 Bundy Tube (DIGMAX) Per No. ₹_____ 
18 Servicing Charges (Complete Periodic 

Service) 
Per Service ₹_____ 

19 Labour Charges (if any) Per Hour/Job ₹_____ 

Terms & Conditions 
1. Quoted rates shall be for genuine OEM spare parts and lubricants only. 
2. The Municipal Council reserves the right to procure only those items and quantities actually 

required after evaluation of quotations and assessment of the machinery. 
3. Rates shall be inclusive of packing, loading, transportation and incidental charges. GST shall 

beindicated separately, if applicable. 
4. Payment shall be released only after satisfactory supply and servicing duly certified by the 

designated officer. 
5. The Municipal Council reserves the right to accept or reject any or all quotations without 

assigning any reason. 

Sd/ 
No: MC?Pul/2026/2742-47   Chief Executive Officer 
Dt : 24-7-2026            Municipal Council 

Pulwama 
Copy to the: 

1. District Development Commissioner Pulwama for kind information. 
2. Director Urban Local Bodies Kashmir Srinagar for favour of kind information. 
3. Joint Director, Information Srinagar for information with the request to publish above dasti 

quotation in two leading dallies of Kashmir. 
4. P&AO, Municipal Council Pulwama for favour of information. 
5. Purchasing Committee, Municipal Council Pulwama for favour of information. 
6. Notice Board Municipal Council Pulwama for information 

 

DIPK-NB-1208/26	 DATED: 25-07-2026
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal
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CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 3: 59

ZUHR	 12:37

ASR	 5: 33
Magrib	 7: 40                                 
ISHA	 9: 15

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

11  Safar

1448

Delhi-Based Production 
Company Booked for Alleged 
Illegal Drone Use

•	 657- Battle of Siffin during the first Muslim civil 
war between Ali ibn Abi Talib and Muawiyah I 
beside Euphrates River 

•	 920- Rout of an alliance of Christian troops 
from Navarre and Léon against the Muslims at 
Pamplona. 

•	 1469- Wars of the Roses: Battle of Edgecote Moor 
- Pitting the forces of Richard Neville, 16th Earl of 
Warwick against those of King Edward IV. 

•	 1678- England & Netherlands signs treaty: sending 
ultimatum to France 

•	 1803- The Surrey Iron Railway, arguably the 
world’s first public railway, opens in south London. 

•	 1847- The Liberian Declaration of Independence 
is signed making Liberia a sovereign nation, 
independent from the American Colonization 
Society 

•	 1891- France annexes Tahiti. 
•	 1936- The Axis Powers decide to intervene in the 

Spanish Civil War. 
•	 1941- US embargo on oil-export to Japan 
•	 1944- Japanese suicide attack on US lines in Guam 
•	 1944- Russian troops arrive in Weichsel 
•	 1944- The first German V-2 rocket hits Great 

Britain (nicknamed “gasometer”). 
•	 1945- Declaration of Potsdam: US, Britain and 

China demand the Japanese surrender during 
WWII 

•	 1945- Japanese government disregards US 
ultimatum 

•	 1945- US cruiser Indianapolis reaches Tinian with 
atom bomb 

•	  1945- Physicist Raemer Schreiber and Lieutenant 
Colonel Peer de Silva depart Kirtland Army Air 
Field to transport the plutonium core for the Fat 
Man bomb (bombing of Nagasaki) to the island of 
Tinian where the bomb is assembled 

•	  1947- President Truman signs National Security 
Act (1947), establishing Department of Defense, 
CIA, National Security Council and Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 

•	  1951- Netherlands ends state of war with Germany 
•	  1952- King Farouk I of Egypt abdicates [Black 

Saturday] 
•	  1956- Egypt seizes the Suez Canal 
•	  1957- USSR launches 1st intercontinental 

multistage ballistic missile 
•	  1963-Skopje, Yugoslavia, destroyed by 

earthquake, kills 1,000+ 
•	  1963 -US Syncom 2, 1st geosynchronous 

communications satellite, launched 
•	  1963- The Organization for Economic Cooperation 

and Development votes to admit Japan. 
•	  1965- Republic of Maldives gains independence 

from Britain (National Day) 
•	  1971- Apollo 15 launched (Scott & Irwin) to 4th 

manned landing on Moon 
•	  1974- USSR’s Soyuz fails to dock with Salyut 3 
•	  1975- Soyuz 18B returns to Earth 
•	  1982- Canada’s Anik D1 Comsat launched by US 

Delta rocket 
•	  1993- Boeing 737-500 crashes in South Korea, 66 

killed 
•	  1993 -Mars Observer takes 1st photo of Mars, from 

5 billion km 
•	  2005- Space Shuttle program: STS-114 Mission - 

Launch of Discovery, NASA’s first scheduled flight 
mission after the Columbia Disaster in 2003. 

•	  2012- At least 200 people are killed in a day of 
violence in Syria 

•	  2014- While Israel reject long-term ceasefire that 
does not include destroying the Hamas tunnels, 
they agree to 12 hour ceasefire; Palestinian death 
toll in the Gaza Strip now exceeds 1000. 

•	 2017- Great Britain announces it will ban gasoline 
and diesel cars by 2040

•	 2017- US President Donald Trump announces 
policy to ban transgender people from the military, 
overturning Obama era changes

•	 2018- Facebook has the single worst day of any 
public company on the stock market - losing 19% 
or $119 billion market value

•	 2018- Observation of a black hole by The Very 
Large Telescope in Chile proves Albert Einstein's 
prediction of "gravitational redshift", published in 
"Journal Astronomy & Astrophysics"

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: : Police have 
registered a case against 
a Delhi-based production 
company for allegedly oper-
ating a drone without per-
mission during a film shoot 
in the upper reaches of the 
Nishat area on the outskirts 
of Srinagar.

Sources told KNT that 
T3S Entertainment Private 
Limited allegedly used the 
drone in violation of the or-
ders issued by the District 
Magistrate, Srinagar, and 
without obtaining the requi-
site permission or clearance 
from the police.

Sources added that the 
drone was being operated 
for film shooting purposes. 
During inspection, the Pro-
duction Manager was found 
operating the drone in al-
leged violation of the pro-
hibitory orders governing 
drone operations in the area.

Following the incident, 
Police Station Nishat regis-
tered FIR No. 60/2026 under 
Section 223 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and 
initiated an investigation 
into the matter.

Police said further in-
vestigation is underway to 
ascertain all aspects of the 
alleged violation.

SKUAST-K Becomes Kashmir’s First 
University to Hold Fully Paperless PG Exam

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION TANGMARG.
  NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (MACADAM WORKS) 

Fresh NIT No: 38 /R&B of 2026-27			   Dated: 24-07-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contrac-
tors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. 
No

Name of Work Adv. Cost (Rs. 
In Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc. 
(In Rupees )

Earnest 
money (In 
Rupees )

Time of 
completion

M.H of Ac-
count

Class of 
Contractor

Project Authority Tender 
Call

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1 Up-gradation of link from Sumo 

stand to House of Gh. Mohd. 
Sofi and others at Ogmuna.

14.61 600/- 29220/- 20 days District Capex 
2026-27

D/C/B District Develop-
ment Commissioner 
Baramulla 

2nd 

2 Road from Peer Mohalla Wus-
san to Eid Gah Wussan.

7.78 300/- 15560/- 15 days District Capex 
2026-27

D/C District Develop-
ment Commissioner 
Baramulla

2nd  

Position Of AAA: -	 Accorded 		
Position of T.S:-		  Accorded	
Position of funds: -	 committed	
1.	 The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q),Set 
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in as per 
schedule of dates given below•-
2.	

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 25-07-2026
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 25-07-2026
3 Bid submission Start Date 27-07-2026
4 Bid Submission End Date 03-08-2026 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 04-08-2026 11:00 AM

3.	 Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated between bid submission start date and 
bid submission end date) with NIT No. , Serial No. and name of work to be deposited in M.H. 0059 in  favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division 
Tangmarg (tender inviting authority) 
4.	 All the bidders must upload  Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Execu-
tive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority)(The Date of earnest money/Bid security  should be between the Bid Submission 
start date and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).
5.	 The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Execu-
tive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority)as per rule-171 (I) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/ Bid security @2% shall be re-
leased to the successful bidder only on receipt of Performance Security @ 5% of Contract value which shall be released after successful completion 
of DLP /maintenance period.
6.	 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Execu-
tive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority).
7.	 The earnest money/ Bid security in favour of unsuccessful bidder shall be released only after submission of original Treasury Challan. 
8.	 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 day s from the date of opening of Technical bids
41.  All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25(Double agreement Form), NIT, GFR 2017 &  
       JK PWD Engineering Manual 2020. 
42.  As per the Circular No. 01 (Adm) FD of 2025 Dated: 08-07-2025 issued by Finance Department of UT J&K “Every participating supplier/contrac-
tor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. No payments shall be released 
by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST registered number of the successful bidder”.
43. Any Typographical error in units or items shall be corrected and paid as per SSR of 2022 or as per Technical sanction.
  		  Sd/-
No: R&B / Divn./ Tang/2655-64				    Sd/-	  		   Executive Engineer
DIPK-3700/26 	 Dated: 25-07-2026	  		  Technical Officer 		  R&B Division Tangmarg.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K) 
has become the first university in the 
Kashmir Valley to conduct a complete-
ly paperless postgraduate semester ex-
amination, marking a significant mile-
stone in the digital transformation of 
higher education in the region.

On July 25, the University success-
fully conducted a tablet-based digital 
examination for 150 postgraduate stu-
dents enrolled in the course "Statisti-
cal Methods for Applied Sciences", 
replacing the conventional pen-and-
paper examination system with a se-
cure digital platform.

The initiative was envisioned by 
the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Nazir Ah-
mad Ganai, as part of the University's 
broader mission to modernize academ-
ic administration through technology-
driven, sustainable and student-cen-
tric practices. The transition reflects 
SKUAST-K's commitment to creating a 
future-ready academic ecosystem that 
aligns with global standards in digital 
education.

The implementation was coordi-
nated under the supervision of Prof. K. 
N. Qaisar, Controller of Examinations; 
Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth, Dean, Fac-
ulty of Horticulture; and Prof. Imran 
Khan, Head, Division of Agricultural 
Statistics, who ensured that the exami-
nation was conducted in accordance 

with prescribed academic standards 
and robust data security protocols.

The examination was monitored 
on-site by Dr. Aziz Mujtaba Aezum, 
Dr. M. Iqbal Jeelani and Dr. Immad A. 
Shah, who managed real-time class-
room operations, technical support 
and student facilitation to ensure a 
seamless examination experience.

Prof. Ganai described the suc-
cessful conduct of the examination 
as a landmark achievement in the 
University's digital transformation 
journey. He said the initiative demon-
strates SKUAST-K's resolve to adopt 
innovative technologies that enhance 
academic quality while promoting sus-
tainability and operational efficiency.

"This transition is not merely 
about replacing paper with digital 
devices. It is about preparing our stu-
dents for a technology-driven future 
while making academic processes 
more transparent, efficient and envi-
ronmentally responsible," he said.

The University had earlier intro-
duced the paperless examination sys-
tem for undergraduate end-term exam-
inations. Its successful expansion to 
the postgraduate level marks another 
major step towards fully digitising the 
University's evaluation system.

The digital examination platform 
offers several advantages over conven-
tional examinations. It significantly 
reduces paper consumption, printing 
requirements and physical storage, 
contributing to environmental sus-

tainability. The system also stream-
lines examination logistics through 
secure digital distribution of question 
papers, encrypted submission of an-
swer scripts and faster evaluation, en-
abling quicker declaration of results.

To uphold examination integ-
rity, the platform operates in a secure 
locked environment that prevents 
access to external resources during 
the examination. Digital audit trails, 
including automated timestamps and 
activity logs, further strengthen trans-
parency and accountability through-
out the assessment process.

The initiative also familiarises 
students with computer-based as-
sessments, helping them build digital 
confidence and preparing them for na-
tional competitive examinations such 
as ICAR-NET, GATE, CSIR-UGC NET 
and Civil Services, which are conduct-
ed through computer-based testing. 
The platform additionally supports 
accessibility through features such 
as adjustable font sizes and enhanced 
screen visibility.

The successful conduct of the 
150-candidate postgraduate examina-
tion establishes a scalable model for 
digital assessments in higher educa-
tion. SKUAST-K plans to gradually 
extend the paperless examination 
system across all undergraduate and 
postgraduate programmes, reinforc-
ing its position as a leader in technolo-
gy-enabled agricultural education and 
academic innovation.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Police on Sat-
urday intensified security 
measures across Srinagar 
city center by conducting 
extensive checking of pub-
lic transport vehicles and 
passengers in view of the 
prevailing security sce-
nario and specific intelli-
gence inputs.

The intensified check-
ing drive was carried out at 
Lal Chowk, M.A. Road and 
Residency Road, with police 
personnel inspecting buses, 
Sumo vehicles and other 
public transport operating 
in the area.

Officials said taxi stands 
and passenger vehicles were 

also subjected to thorough 
inspections as part of en-
hanced security arrange-
ments aimed at maintaining 
public safety and preventing 
any untoward incident.

As per KNT, the check-
ing drive forms part of rou-
tine preventive security 
measures being undertaken 
at vulnerable locations in re-
sponse to intelligence inputs, 
officials said, adding that the 
exercise was conducted with-
out causing major disruption 
to traffic movement.

Police have urged the 
public to cooperate during 
such security checks, stat-
ing that the measures are in-
tended to ensure the safety 
and security of citizens.

Police Intensify Security 
Checks Across City Centre

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Customers of 
Jammu and Kashmir Bank 
have expressed serious con-
cern over a dysfunctional 
ATM at Mehjoor Nagar in 
Srinagar, alleging that the 
machine has remained out of 
service for several days while 
continuing to debit money 
from customers' accounts 
without dispensing cash.

According to affected 
account holders, repeat-
ed attempts to withdraw 
money from the ATM have 
resulted in transactions be-
ing processed and the cor-
responding amounts being 
debited from their bank ac-
counts, even though no cash 
was delivered.

Customers alleged 
that despite repeated 
complaints, the bank has 
failed to resolve the issue 
promptly, leaving many ac-
count holders anxious over 
delayed reversals of the 
debited amounts and the in-
convenience caused by the 

faulty ATM.
As per KNT, several peo-

ple also complained that the 
bank's response to the issue 
has been insensitive, alleg-
ing that there has been little 
urgency in restoring the 
ATM or addressing the griev-
ances of affected customers.

Locals further claimed 
that the problem is not con-
fined to the Mehjoor Nagar 
ATM alone, alleging that 
several JK Bank ATMs and 
Cash Deposit Machines 
(CDMs) across Kashmir 
frequently remain non-
functional, causing hard-
ship to customers who 
depend on them for daily 
banking transactions.

The affected custom-
ers have urged the manage-
ment of Jammu and Kash-
mir Bank to immediately 
restore the Mehjoor Nagar 
ATM, ensure prompt rever-
sal of failed transactions, 
and improve maintenance 
of its ATM and CDM net-
work to prevent recurring 
inconvenience to the public.

Cash Debited Without 
Dispensation at Defunct JK 
Bank ATM in Mehjoor Nagar

 Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Continuing its 
sustained crackdown on drug 
trafficking under the Nasha 
Mukti Jammu & Kashmir Ab-
hiyan—a 100-day campaign 
aimed at eradicating the drug 
menace—Srinagar Police on 
Saturday attached an immov-
able property worth approxi-
mately Rs 2.74 crore under 
the provisions of the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act.

In a statement, police 
said the attached property 
comprises a double-storeyed 
residential house along with 12 
marlas of land beneath and ap-
purtenant to the house, belong-
ing to the accused Mubashir 
Ahmad Hakeem, S/o Abdul 
Hamid Hakeem, R/o Awanta 
Bhawan, Soura, Srinagar.

The attachment has 
been carried out in connec-
tion with FIR No. 142/2025 

registered under Sections 
8/22 of the NDPS Act at Po-
lice Station Safakadal. The 
market value of the attached 
property has been assessed at 
approximately Rs 2.74 crore.

This action reflects the 
unwavering commitment of 
Srinagar Police to dismantle 
the financial infrastructure 
of drug trafficking networks 
by targeting assets acquired 
through illicit proceeds. Such 
measures are intended to de-
ter individuals involved in 
narcotics-related activities 
and reinforce the rule of law.

Srinagar Police reiter-
ates its resolve to continue 
stringent action against 
drug peddlers and appeals 
to the public to actively 
support the fight against 
drugs by sharing any infor-
mation related to narcotics 
trafficking with the nearest 
police station or through of-
ficial helplines. 

Police Attaches Property 
Worth ₹2.74 Crore under 
Nasha Mukti Abhiyan
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Farooq Ahmad Khan

K
ashmiris have always had a prov-
erb for ungrateful children: “Baeba 
Budtum, Khidmatta Kartum” mean-
ing, “Dear father, grow old so you 

can serve me.”
Whoever coined it meant it as satire, a barb 

thrown at sons and daughters who reversed the 
natural order and put their aging parents back 
to work inside their own homes. 

Years of practising law and watching 
families up close have changed the way I 
hear this proverb. 

What once sounded like a joke now sounds 
like a diagnosis.

My point is simple, and I think it is hard to 
dismiss: parents spend their most productive 
years giving up comfort, savings, sleep and per-
sonal ambition for children who have not asked 
for any of it. 

Old age should be the payoff, a period when 

responsibilities shrink instead of grow. 
Instead I see elders cooking, cleaning, run-

ning errands and managing households well 
past the point where anyone should expect 
that of them, often without so much as a word 
of thanks. 

The proverb captured this imbalance centu-
ries before any sociologist gave it a name.

The imbalance lies in the nature of love it-
self, and Kashmir’s own religious tradition cap-
tures that truth better than I ever could.

The Sufi saint Sheikh Noor-ud-Din Wali, 
known throughout the valley as Nund Rishi, put 
it in a couplet: “I love the one who is born of me, 
the one to whom I was born loves me.” 

Parental love comes naturally. It begins the 
moment a child is born, without anyone having 
to teach it. 

Love in the other direction, from child to 
parent, must be taught, nurtured and practised.

It is a moral virtue rather than a biologi-
cal instinct, and that difference explains why it 
flourishes in some homes and fades in others.

This is likely why the Qur’an insists so 
forcefully on ihsan toward parents, a standard 
that goes beyond ordinary kindness to some-
thing closer to excellence in conduct. 

Our tradition gives a striking detail here: 
looking at the Kaaba with reverence counts as 
an act of devotion, and looking at one’s parents 
with the same reverence has the same impact. 

Worship, in this framing, extends to the or-
dinary act of honouring the two people respon-

sible for a person’s existence. 
I want to be clear that this instinct is not 

exclusive to Islam. Hinduism treats service to 
parents as sacred obligation. Sikhism channels 
it through humility and selfless service, Chris-
tianity commands believers to honour father 
and mother, and Judaism assigns comparable 
weight to the same duty. 

Four traditions tell the same story in dif-
ferent words: every civilization stands on the 

strength of its families.
But what troubles me most now is the ero-

sion unfolding before our eyes rather than nos-
talgia for an earlier time.

Old-age homes, once almost unheard of 
where I live, have become common enough 
that their growth alone should make us pause 
and ponder. 

Many families still care for their elders 
with genuine devotion, and I want to say plain-

ly that this is not a wholesale indictment of 
Kashmiri society. 

But the trend line points somewhere spe-
cific, toward individualism and material pres-
sure crowding out an obligation that used to be 
assumed rather than debated.

I do not believe more old-age homes are the 
answer because the real problem begins with 
how we raise our children.

Laws can punish neglect, but they cannot 
teach gratitude. Children learn how to build a 
career, but who teaches them to honour the par-
ents who made that journey possible?

My answer is simple: caring for parents 
stops feeling like a burden when it is seen as an 
act of devotion rather than an obligation. 

That, perhaps, is the deeper truth hidden in-
side a proverb often dismissed as a joke.

The person who coined “Baeba Budtum, 
Khidmatta Kartum” understood that a society 
is judged by how its children care for their 
parents when age has taken away authority 
and strength. 

My hope is that we never become the chil-
dren the proverb warns against. Instead, may 
we see caring for our parents in their final years 
as an honour.

— 
The author is an advocate practising 

before the High Court of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh, and can be reached 

at frooqahmadkhan@gmail.com.

A Proverb Turned Prophecy
A saying I grew up hearing as a joke about ungrateful children now reads like an 

accurate account of how many Kashmiri households actually run.

F
or nearly 2,000 years, Baramulla 
has stood at the gateway to the 
Kashmir Valley. Today, almost 
anyone who lives here can tell you 

what’s gone wrong. 
Roads around Main Chowk are rid-

dled with potholes, drains overflow af-
ter even a little rain, parks have slowly 
disappeared, and government offices are 
scattered all over town, forcing people to 
run from one building to another just to 
get basic work done.

None of these problems are new. The 
district administration knows them, local 
traders live with them every day, and the 
Army has seen them for years. 

Everyone understands what needs fix-
ing, but what Baramulla has been missing 
is a clear plan that assigns responsibil-
ity, sets deadlines, and makes sure every 
promise is followed through.

That plan now exists, and it shifts the 
public discourse beyond politics by treat-
ing Baramulla’s long-standing problems 
as issues that can be solved through plan-
ning, coordination and execution.

The blueprint lays out six practical 
steps to transform Baramulla by 2040. 
Most of the projects are already funded or 
underway. The idea is simple: bring every 
project under one coordinated plan.

The cost is estimated at ₹500 crore to 
₹1,000 crore over five to seven years. Mon-
ey was never the biggest hurdle. Coordina-
tion was, and this blueprint is designed to 
provide it.

Start with security, because nothing 
in Baramulla moves without it. 

The town hosts the 19 Infantry Divi-
sion, the Dagger Division, whose pres-
ence has anchored stability for decades 
and made civic planning possible in the 
first place. 

But the Division’s footprint extends 
well past the barracks, running empow-
erment centres, a fashion-design school, 
and computer training for local youth. Its 
Aman Yatra programme has folded school-
children into structured civic life, and in 
2023 a General Officer Commanding per-
sonally led a new cycling club to Eco Park. 

That civil-military relationship has 
produced real goodwill, but it has never 
been written into a formal land agreement. 

A defence-civil land-rationalisation 
framework, modeled on cantonment ar-
rangements used elsewhere in India, 
would let the Division consolidate into 
a tighter, still defensible footprint while 
freeing carriageway and open space for 
the town. 

Land, not cash, is Baramulla’s scarc-
est asset, and the Army holds more of it 
than anyone else. Settling that question 
is the precondition for nearly everything 
that follows.

Once land opens up, the plan points it 
toward the town’s most obvious waste of 
space: the ageing PDD Colony, a staff-hous-
ing estate occupying a large central plot at 
a fraction of its potential value. 

Redeveloped, it could house a con-
solidated Baramulla Secretariat, folding 
the Deputy Commissioner’s office and all 
district departments into one address with 
modern digital-governance infrastructure. 

Staff displaced by the move would be 
rehoused on-site, and the smaller plots 
vacated elsewhere would convert directly 
into parks and parking, the two amenities 
Baramulla has been starved of longest.

Consolidation cannot come at the cost 
of security discipline, and the plan is careful 
about this. 

Near Rangwar, the Army maintains 
a firing range central to weapons training 
throughout North Kashmir, and nothing 
about the redevelopment touches it. 

Instead, the blueprint calls for per-
manent safety buffers drawn into the 
master plan now, so that all future roads 
and buildings route around the range 
from the design stage rather than collid-
ing with it later. 

It costs nothing but administrative 
will, and it prevents a far costlier mistake 
down the line.

Healthcare exposes the sharpest failure 
of current infrastructure. Government Medi-
cal College Baramulla treats close to 4,000 
outpatients daily, the largest tertiary catch-
ment in North Kashmir, and patients reach 

it through the same congested National High-
way 1 corridor that carries all Srinagar-Uri 
traffic straight past the town center. 

The fix is already underway: the Sri-
nagar-Baramulla four-laning project is 
roughly 80 percent complete and will cut 
travel time from 90 minutes to 45. 

What remains is a matter of aim. 
The Pattan and Baramulla bypasses 

under construction should include a dedi-
cated, clearly signed spur into the GMC 
campus, paired with an ambulance-prior-
ity lane on the final approach. 

A shorter journey to the hospital can 
make the difference between life and death.

These ideas work best when they come 
together as one vision instead of a collec-
tion of unrelated projects. 

The plan focuses on five big projects. 
It proposes a modern transport hub 

with smart parking and a new bus termi-
nal. It would turn the Jhelum riverfront 
into a heritage district, linking the shrine, 
temple, gurdwara, church and the ancient 
Ushkara site through a walkable trail. It 
also envisions a Health, Education and 
Innovation Campus built around Govern-
ment Medical College, local colleges and 
the new Secretariat. 

Better footpaths and digital public 
services would make everyday life easier, 
while restored parks and sports facilities, 
led by a revived Cariappa Park, would 
bring much-needed public spaces back to 
the town.

None of this happens through good 

intentions alone. The plan’s final and 
most consequential move is institutional: 
a quarterly Urban Development Council 
bringing together the Deputy Commission-
er, local police, public utilities, planning 
agencies, and the Division’s civil-liaison 
staff, empowered to assign each of the six 
solutions a dedicated owner, a budget line, 
and a delivery date. 

Cities rarely fail for lack of good ideas. 
They falter when no one takes ownership 
of delivering them, and this council is de-
signed to provide that accountability.

History made Baramulla the gateway 
to Kashmir. What happens over the next 
fourteen years will decide whether it be-
comes the gateway to Kashmir’s future or 
one more town where a good plan gathered 
dust while officials debated who owned it. 

Security, healthcare, connectivity, 
and public investment are aligned in the 
same direction for the first time in decades. 

The debate over what Baramulla 
needs is finished. 

The only open question is whether the 
government, the Army, and the citizens 
choose to build it.

— 
The author is a graduate of REC/NIT 

Srinagar and a former Director General 
of the Directorate General of Quality 

Assurance under the Ministry of Defence. 
He is currently an advisor to Bharat 

Electronics Limited, and can be reached at 
rsinghreen@gmail.com.

Reimagining Baramulla for 2040
A six-point strategy aims to turn North Kashmir's historic gateway into a 

modern, connected and efficiently governed district headquarters.

History made 
Baramulla the 
gateway to Kashmir. 
What happens over 
the next fourteen 
years will decide 
whether it becomes 
the gateway to 
Kashmir’s future 
or one more town 
where a good plan 
gathered dust while 
officials debated 
who owned it. 

Lt Gen. R. S. Reen
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The Pashupati 
seal encodes the 
same principle: 
the bull’s labour, 
the elephant’s 
clearance, and the 
tiger’s balance 
together sustained 
the civilization.

PRINSEP DIED YOUNG, AND LASSEN WORKED FAR FROM 
THE MONUMENTS HE STUDIED, but their combined labour 
gave a civilization access to its own deep past. Ashoka’s stone 

commands, silent for two thousand years, still speak because two men 
from distant corners of Europe learned to listen.

The Europeans Who 

Helped India Read Its Past
Nearly two thousand years after Emperor Ashoka’s edicts fell silent, a British scholar in Calcutta and a Norwegian 

professor in Bonn worked from opposite ends of the world to unlock the scripts that told India’s earliest story.

Iqbal Ahmad

Calcutta, 1837. James Prinsep 
leans over a table crowded 
with coins, stone rubbings, 

and sheets of copied inscriptions, 
the candlelight catching curling 
letters that generations of scholars 
have failed to read.

Pillars raised by Emperor Ashoka 
more than two thousand years ear-
lier still stand throughout the Indian 
subcontinent, their surfaces carved 
with commands and reflections 
from one of history’s great rulers.

The words have defeated gen-
erations of would-be readers, but 
Prinsep, working long past mid-
night, begins to notice repeating 
patterns in the Brahmi script carved 
into temple walls and copper plates.

Within months, the puzzle gives 
way, and Ashoka speaks again 
for the first time in nearly two 
millennia.

This became one of the biggest 
scholarly achievements of the nine-
teenth century, part of a wider ef-
fort by European scholars in the co-
lonial era to uncover ancient India’s 
written history.

That era is usually remembered for 
political domination and economic 
exploitation, and historians have 
strong reasons for seeing it that way.

British rule brought rapid 

expansion of roads, railways, tele-
graph lines, postal networks, uni-
versities, a modern legal system, 
and the civil service.

Much of this was built to strength-
en the empire, but the same period 
also brought engineers, doctors, ar-
chitects, and scholars from Europe.

Some of them turned their atten-
tion to a different task, digging into 
India’s own past and helping recover 
a history that had long remained 
buried.

Before Prinsep’s breakthrough, 
India’s oldest inscriptions were 
treated as decoration rather than as 
document. Coins bore symbols that 
left interpreters baffled, while pil-
lars stood as monuments without 
meaning.

Prinsep, an Englishman whose 
curiosity ranged from metal-
lurgy to epigraphy, changed that 
permanently.

His decipherment of Brahmi in 
1837 opened Ashoka’s edicts to 
modern readers and revealed, for 
the first time, the emperor’s cen-
tral role in spreading Buddhism 
throughout a vast empire.

Prinsep then turned to India’s an-
cient coinage, reading legends and 
symbols that helped scholars build 
a reliable timeline for dynasties long 
since dissolved into legend.

He founded the Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, giving 
Indian historical scholarship its first 
serious platform for exchange.

Sadly, illness took his life at the 
age of forty, ending a career that had 
already changed the field.

Most scholars spend a lifetime 
trying to achieve as much. Prinsep 
did it in just over a decade.

Nine hundred miles to the west, 
in Bonn, a Norwegian-born profes-
sor named Christian Lassen pursued 
a parallel puzzle.

He built his career studying 
Sanskrit and Prakrit texts, and he 

turned his expertise toward an-
other forgotten script: Kharosthi, 
used on coins minted by the Indo-
Greek rulers who once governed 
the northwestern reaches of the 
subcontinent.

Working from bilingual coins that 

paired Greek letters with Kharosthi 
characters, Lassen pieced together 
the script’s structure, complement-
ing Prinsep’s work on Brahmi and 
giving historians the tools to re-
construct the Indo-Greek, Indo-
Scythian, and Kushan kingdoms in 

far greater detail.
His later work, Indische 

Alterthumskunde, stood as the 
standard reference on ancient 
Indian history, geography, religion, 
and culture for decades, cement-
ing his place among the founders of 

modern Indology.
Together, the two men accom-

plished something larger than script 
decipherment.

They separated documented his-
tory from myth in a culture rich 
with legend, folklore, and religious 
narrative, where the two often 
blend together seamlessly.

That separation demanded pains-
taking scholarship, and traditional 
scholars resisted the change it 
brought.

Their approach nonetheless be-
came the foundation of modern his-
torical research in India, one built 
on inscriptions and coins instead of 
oral tradition alone.

The paradox runs through Indian 
historiography still.

India today counts distinguished 
historians, archaeologists, and epig-
raphists among its scholarly ranks, 
and much of their research builds on 
ground first cleared by Prinsep and 
Lassen two centuries ago.

The scripts they cracked open 
now sit in museum collections, in 
translated inscriptions, and in the 
reconstructed chronologies that fill 
history textbooks.

Their story complicates any sim-
ple account of the colonial period, 
revealing how conquest and schol-
arship sometimes advanced hand 
in hand, leaving discoveries that be-
long today to the country they once 
helped illuminate.

Prinsep died young, and Lassen 
worked far from the monuments he 
studied, but their combined labour 
gave a civilization access to its own 
deep past.

Ashoka’s stone commands, silent 
for two thousand years, still speak 
because two men from distant cor-
ners of Europe learned to listen.

— The author is a senior archae-

ologist, and can be reached at 

iqbal61@yahoo.co.in.

The Seal That Spoke in Harappa’s Dust
An archaeologist’s palm holds a steatite square and hears the Pashupati figure teach how the Indus 

Valley’s grid streets and covered drains rested on strengths that never needed to match.

Muskan Shafi Malik

I wandered the lower town of 
Harappa under the midday sun that 
warmed the ancient baked bricks.
The air held the presence of a for-

gotten world. Kneeling near the re-
mains of an artisan’s workshop, a 
small square object half-buried in the 
dust drew my attention.

Brushing the dirt free revealed the 
Pashupati Seal.

The horned figure sat in his yo-
gic pose, animal companions carved 
around him.

The stone grew warm in my hand. 
Carved animals seemed to shift, and a 
deep gentle voice sounded inside my 
mind. History books flashed through 
recollection as the voice identified itself.

“I am the protector of all beasts,” it 
rumbled. “Giants walking the earth, 
creatures of the sea, even the little 
fish swimming the great Indus river 
receive my watch.”

The spirit of Pashupati spoke 
through the seal. Curiosity pushed a 
question forward: the great humped 
bull appears on so many seals, so 
what place does he hold.

Warmth projected from the figure: 
“The bull is my best friend. He forms 

the heart of this land. He works tire-
lessly in the fields alongside farm-
ers beneath the hot sun, turning soil 
so crops grow and people eat. His 
strength is a gift of hard work and 
loyalty.”

Closer look showed the tiger and el-
ephant flanking the yogi.

A further question asked whether 
those friends argued. A low chuckle 
answered: “Long ago the Tiger and the 
Elephant fought here in the jungle.”

Pashupati told the Argument of 
Size. The Elephant boasted that mas-
sive frame made him most important. 
The Tiger bared fangs and claimed 
small agile form made him true king, 
speed and claws outweighing heavy 
bulk.

Roars and trumpets shook Indus 
Valley trees and sent smaller crea-
tures fleeing.

The tale supplied a lesson: civi-
lizations flourish when individuals 
contribute unique gifts regardless of 
strength or status.

“I called them both to the river-
bank,” Pashupati said, “and made 
them look at their reflections. I told 
them no single way exists to be 
great. The Elephant’s size clears paths 
through densest jungle so others 
travel. The Tiger’s swift form keeps 
herds in balance. Creatures need not 
match to hold value. Distinct strength 
belongs to all.”

The voice faded into wind moving 
through the ruins: “They understood. 
Large or small, fierce or gentle, crea-
tures hold purpose.”

The stone cooled, animals returned 
to stillness, and I placed the seal back 
into the earth for archaeologists to 
recover.

The story remained.
People of 2026 place primary em-

phasis on hygiene and cleanliness. 

The Indus Valley Civilization, last-
ing approximately 2600 BCE to 1900 
BCE and also called the Harappan 
Civilization, formed a Bronze Age so-
ciety in the northwestern regions of 
South Asia, modern-day Pakistan and 
northwest India.

It ranked among the three early 
cradles of the Old World and stood 
geographically the most extensive.

Advanced urban planning pro-
duced precise grid layouts and stan-
dardized fired brick architecture. 
Covered street drains, private wells, 
and indoor bathrooms created the 

most sophisticated sanitation of the 
ancient world.

Extensive exchange networks, uni-
form weights, and an enigmatic unde-
ciphered script carved on stone seals 
sustained the society.

Because the actual script remains 
undeciphered, the writing and trans-
lations here remain entirely fictional, 
created solely for storytelling.

Scorching sun gave way to dark 
clouds as the Indus river began swell-
ing. I turned toward home with the 
intention to return and hear further 
stories held in remaining arts, seals, 

and sealings.
The grid streets, drains, bricks, 

weights, and networks already show 
how varied capacities produced last-
ing order.

The Pashupati seal encodes the 
same principle: the bull’s labour, 
the elephant’s clearance, and the ti-
ger’s balance together sustained the 
civilization.

— The author holds a Master’s degree 

in History from Aligarh Muslim 

University. She can be reached at 

muskanshafimalik@gmail.com.
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Pradhan Quits,
drew lakhs of students and supporters across the 
country, was called off after the Centre accepted all 
the protesters' remaining demands, including com-
pensation for families of students who allegedly died 
by suicide following the examination controversy 
and withdrawal of FIRs against protesters.

The resignation came after the third round of ne-
gotiations between the Centre and CJP leaders at the 
Constitution Club of India, where Union ministers J 
P Nadda and Jitendra Singh met CJP representatives 
Saurav Das and Ashutosh Ranka.

Announcing his resignation, Pradhan said the de-
velopments of the past 10 days had deeply saddened 
him and stressed that the issue was "not a matter of 
personal prestige."

"I want to ensure that the unity of the nation re-
mains intact, the future of even a single student 
should not become entangled in legal complications 
and students devote their time to studies and build-
ing their careers. Keeping all these considerations in 
mind, I have sent my resignation to the Hon'ble Prime 
Minister," he said.

Addressing a joint press conference after the talks, 
Nadda said the government had agreed to all the 
pending demands.

"We will provide honourable compensation within 
the rules to the families of students who committed 
suicide after the NEET controversy and ensure with-
drawal of FIRs registered against protesters," he said.

"As the government accepted all our demands, 
we call off our protests with immediate effect. We 
appeal to everyone to return home peacefully," Das 
announced.

A Rare Climbdown
Pradhan's resignation marks one of the rare occa-

sions during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's tenure 
that sustained public protests have resulted in the 
resignation of a Union minister.

He is only the second Union minister since 2014 
to step down following prolonged public controversy 
after former Minister of State for External Affairs M J 
Akbar resigned in 2018 amid sexual harassment al-
legations during the #MeToo movement.

The resignation also joins a short list of major 
policy reversals by the Modi government under sus-
tained public pressure, including the withdrawal of 
the proposed amendments to the Land Acquisition 
Act in 2015 and the repeal of the three farm laws in 
2021.

Celebrations at Jantar Mantar
Minutes after Pradhan's announcement, celebra-

tions erupted at Jantar Mantar, where thousands of 
students had been camping for over a month.

The protest site echoed with chants of "Hum Jeet 
Gaye" as students hugged one another, waved the 
Tricolour, danced and celebrated what many de-
scribed as a victory for democracy and student unity.

The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation reopened all en-
try and exit gates at nearby metro stations to facili-
tate the dispersal of protesters.

Special Commissioner of Police (Law and Order) 
Devesh Chandra Srivastava said senior officers were 
monitoring the peaceful conclusion of the agitation.

"We request everyone to stay calm and return 
home peacefully," he said.

Among those celebrating was Rajesh Thapa, father 
of late NEET aspirant Riya Thapa, who allegedly died 
after struggling with the uncertainty surrounding the 
examination controversy.

Standing among protesting students, he said he 
joined the agitation because he believed his daughter 
would have done the same.

"Children are fighting for their rights. If my daugh-
ter were here, she might have joined them too. Since 
she isn't here, I thought I should stand in her place so 
that nothing like this ever happens to another child."

Describing Pradhan's resignation as a victory for 
students, he added that early accountability could 
have prevented many tragedies.

"If accountability had been fixed when the paper 
leak first surfaced, the children's trust in the system 
would have remained intact."

From Satire to a Nationwide Movement
The movement was spearheaded by the Cockroach 

Janta Party, founded by 30-year-old Abhijeet Dipke, 
whose unusual political journey has drawn national 
attention.

Born into a Dalit family in Maharashtra, Dipke 
studied mass communication before pursuing a mas-
ter's degree in public relations at Boston University in 
the United States.

Only weeks before returning to India, he had been 
considering a career abroad and had reportedly re-
ceived job offers from multinational companies in 
the US and Europe.

Instead, he chose to return and launch what be-
gan as a satirical online campaign after unemployed 
youth were likened to "cockroaches." Within weeks, 
the campaign transformed into one of India's largest 
youth-led protest movements.

Before founding CJP, Dipke worked in political com-
munications and volunteered with the Aam Aadmi 
Party's social media team between 2020 and 2023.

His expertise in digital campaigning, memes and 
internet culture helped the movement rapidly attract 
millions of young supporters online.

"This Is Only the First Wicket"
Addressing thousands of supporters after the res-

ignation, Dipke repeatedly reminded them that the 
movement was far from over.

"This resignation is proof that if you don't get 
scared and don't bend before the government, you 
can secure accountability."

Calling Pradhan's resignation "the first wicket", he 
urged students to continue fighting for systemic reforms.

"The youth have shown they can force anyone's 
resignation if they want. This is just the beginning."

He demanded police action against officers ac-
cused of assaulting protesters, withdrawal of all 
criminal cases against students and comprehensive 
reforms to India's examination system.

Dipke also argued that the movement should re-
shape national politics.

"If politics shifts from Hindu-Muslim debates 
to employment and education, even the strongest 
thrones will shake."

He once again refused to let the movement be-
come centred on himself. Throughout the agitation, 
Dipke discouraged slogans praising him personally, 
insisting that the protests belonged to students rath-
er than any individual leader.

The 36-Day Agitation
The agitation began at Jantar Mantar on June 20 

and gradually evolved into a nationwide movement 
demanding accountability for the NEET paper leak 
and examination reforms.

The protests gained momentum after climate ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk joined the agitation on June 
28 and launched an indefinite fast alongside six AISA 
activists.

A major turning point came on July 20 when police 
stopped protesters marching towards Parliament, 
leading to clashes that dramatically expanded public 
sympathy for the movement.

Earlier, Wangchuk's forcible removal from Jantar 
Mantar to Safdarjung Hospital had also sparked 
widespread outrage.

Following these developments, the Centre initiated 
dialogue with protest leaders, leading to three rounds 
of negotiations before Saturday's breakthrough.

Wangchuk Hails "Victory of Democracy"
Reacting to the resignation, Sonam Wangchuk de-

scribed it as "a victory of democracy, direct democ-
racy from the streets."

"It is a victory of peace, patience and persever-
ance," he said while congratulating students and 
citizens "for shedding fear and rising up from every 
corner of the country."

Opposition, BJP React
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi welcomed the 

resignation but said two major demands remained 
unresolved.

He demanded action against those responsible for 
alleged police excesses during the protests and urged 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to apologise to stu-
dents affected by the examination controversy.

The BJP defended Pradhan's record.
Party president Nitin Nabin said Pradhan had 

played a pivotal role in implementing the National 
Education Policy and described his resignation as an 
example of "the highest standards of integrity and 
selfless public service."

Examination Reforms
Pradhan's resignation came a day after the Centre 

announced several measures aimed at restoring con-
fidence in the examination system.

These include a proposed law prescribing strin-
gent punishment for those involved in paper leaks, 
the establishment of fast-track courts for speedy tri-
als and broader reforms to improve transparency in 
competitive examinations.

Although the protest has formally ended after 36 
days, student leaders said the larger struggle for ac-
countability and education reforms is far from over.

"Our demands were never radical," CJP leader 
Saurav Das said. "They were basic demands for fair-
ness, transparency and accountability."

Dipke echoed the sentiment, telling supporters 
that while Pradhan's resignation represented an im-
portant milestone, the movement would continue 
until meaningful structural reforms were imple-
mented across India's examination system.

Pralhad Joshi
Minister, the President has directed that Joshi, 

Cabinet Minister, be assigned the charge of the 
Ministry of Education, in addition to his own duties.

Earlier in the day, Pradhan resigned from his post 
following the Cockroach Janta Party-led student pro-
tests across the country, demanding his ouster over 
the NEET paper leak controversy.

Pradhan said it is not a matter of "individual pres-
tige" for him and he is disturbed to see the series of 
events that have unfolded in the last 10 days.

Rain Continues
metres, or more than four feet, within two hours 

and advised people residing near the nallah to keep a 
close watch on changing water levels.

Rambiyara Nallah at Wachi also registered a rise 
and stood at 1.38 metres, while Doodhganga Nallah 
at Barzulla increased to 1.45 metres. Lidder Nallah 
at Batkoot remained stable at 0.77 metres, whereas 
Sindh Nallah at Doderhama continued to recede and 
stood at 1.85 metres.

Earlier in the evening, the Irrigation & Flood 
Control Department said moderate to heavy rainfall 
over the southern catchments of the Jhelum Basin 
had temporarily increased water levels in the upper 
reaches and could slow the rate of recession down-
stream up to Wular Lake.

However, citing forecasts issued by the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD), the department 
said rainfall activity was expected to decrease over 
south Kashmir and gradually shift towards central 
and north Kashmir. It maintained that the overall re-
ceding trend in the Jhelum Basin up to Wular Lake 
was likely to continue.

The department said all major gauge stations in 
south and central Kashmir had receded below the 
warning level and advised people to remain alert and 
avoid venturing near riverbanks and flood-prone areas.

Meanwhile, Kashmir Weather said rainfall had 
largely stopped across most parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir as the main weather system had weak-
ened and moved away. However, it said runoff from 
the earlier rainfall could continue to feed rivers and 
streams during the night, resulting in a temporary 
rise in water levels. It, however, ruled out any imme-
diate flood threat.

The Meteorological Department said intermittent 
rain was likely to continue across the Valley till late 
Saturday before conditions gradually improve. It has 
forecast one or two spells of light to moderate rain and 
thundershowers at most places between July 28 and 
31 and warned of flash floods, landslides and mud-
slides at vulnerable locations over the next five days.

In Rajouri district, a 45-year-old woman, Shahida 
Parveen, was killed after a portion of her house col-
lapsed in Bhatian village of Thanamandi amid inces-
sant rainfall. Her husband, Abdul Rehman (62), and 
son, Toufeeq Rehman (25), sustained injuries and 
were shifted to the Government Medical College 
Associated Hospital, Rajouri.

Officials said the family was trapped under the de-
bris before being rescued by local residents.

The latest fatality has taken the rain-related death 
toll in Jammu and Kashmir to 30 since July 19. Poonch 
remains the worst-hit district with 18 deaths and 
five missing persons, followed by Rajouri with three 
deaths and one missing person. Doda and Ramban 
have reported three and two deaths, respectively, 
while in Kashmir, three persons, including a mother 
and son in Bandipora and another person in Budgam, 
lost their lives in flash flood-related incidents.

Search operations also entered the sixth consecu-
tive day for Abdul Ghani, a Jal Shakti Department em-
ployee who was washed away during the July 19 flash 
floods in Rajouri. Joint teams of the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF) and police continued search operations 
in flooded river stretches to trace him.

Heavy rainfall also triggered fresh landslides 
across the Jammu region, affecting road connectiv-
ity. The Thathri-Kilhotran Road in Doda remained 
blocked following a landslide, while multiple land-
slides were reported along the Mughal Road, which 
continued to remain closed despite clearance opera-
tions by the Border Roads Organisation.

The Jammu-Srinagar National Highway, which had 
remained affected by landslides and shooting stones 
in Ramban district, was reopened after restoration 

teams cleared the debris. Authorities said light mo-
tor vehicles were allowed to ply in both directions, 
while the movement of heavy vehicles would con-
tinue to be regulated depending on weather and road 
conditions.

According to the Meteorological Centre, Srinagar, 
Rajouri recorded 39 mm of rainfall during the day, 
followed by Ramban with 43.5 mm, Katra 36.2 mm, 
Reasi 32 mm, Jammu 22 mm and Baramulla 20.5 
mm. The rainfall also led to a sharp drop in day tem-
peratures, with Srinagar recording a maximum of 
21.5 degrees Celsius, 8.4 degrees below normal, while 
Kupwara recorded 21.1 degrees Celsius, 10 degrees 
below normal. Jammu recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 27.2 degrees Celsius.

Authorities said river levels and weather condi-
tions would continue to be monitored round the 
clock and urged people to follow official adviso-
ries and avoid unnecessary movement near rivers, 
streams and landslide-prone areas.

Encroachments, Urbanisation
The problem is not confined to the River Jhelum 

alone but extends to almost all rivers, streams, canals, 
and wetlands across the Valley.

Mudasir Ahmad, an environmental science lec-
turer in south Kashmir, said that under the Flood 
Management Plan sanctioned through the Prime 
Minister's Development Package (PMDP), the gov-
ernment's long-term objective was to enhance 
the carrying capacity of River Jhelum from around 
40,000 cusecs under Phase-I to 60,000 cusecs under 
Phase-II. However, he said there is little public infor-
mation about the current status and progress of the 
second phase.

Senior officials from the Irrigation and Flood 
Control Department told KNO that Phase-I primarily 
focused on spot dredging and channel improvement 
at vulnerable stretches, with ₹399 crore sanctioned 
under the PMDP. The objective of Phase-II is to fur-
ther enhance the carrying capacity to 60,000 cu-
secs. Notably, the Central Water and Power Research 
Station (CWPRS) Pune had recommended extending 
the flood spill channel to Wular Lake with a uniform 
bed width of 80 metres and widening the Jhelum in 
north Kashmir by 40 metres for around 19 kilometres.

Dr Umar, Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Sciences in Srinagar, said that illegal encroachments 
have become common along riverbanks, while many 
households discharge wastewater and sewage direct-
ly into streams and rivers.

An official of the Jammu and Kashmir Pollution 
Control Board said rapid urbanisation and encroach-
ment along the Jhelum have resulted in the discharge 
of tonnes of untreated solid and liquid waste from 
residential areas, degrading water quality and affect-
ing the river's aquatic ecosystem.

Officials said major towns including Anantnag, 
Bijbehara, Awantipora, Pampore, and Srinagar have 
witnessed extensive urban expansion along the river, 
leading to widespread encroachment and direct dis-
charge of untreated waste.

A research paper titled "Massive land system 
changes impact water quality of the Jhelum in 
Kashmir Himalayas," authored by Prof. Shakil Ahmad 
Romshoo and his colleagues, found a substantial de-
terioration in the river's water quality between 1983 
and 2016. Nitrate-nitrogen concentration in the river 
increased from 185 µg/L to 672 µg/L, an increase of 
nearly 260 per cent, primarily due to urbanisation, 
forest degradation, excessive use of pesticides and 
fertilisers, and increasing human interference.

Experts said that unless encroachments are re-
moved, waste disposal into water bodies is strictly 
regulated, and scientific restoration measures are 
implemented on priority, Kashmir's rivers and wet-
lands will continue to lose their carrying capacity, in-
creasing the risk of urban flooding and environmen-
tal degradation in the years ahead.(KNO)

Amarnath Yatra
pilgrims safely and ensure the smooth conduct of 

the pilgrimage.
The Divisional Commissioner appealed to pil-

grims and other stakeholders to cooperate with the 
authorities and strictly follow the advisories issued 
from time to time in the interest of their safety and 
the orderly conduct of the yatra.

LG Directs Priority
smooth movement of pilgrims.
Chairing a high-level meeting with camp direc-

tors and senior officials, the Lieutenant Governor re-
viewed the ongoing restoration work along the Yatra 
routes and assessed the damage caused to tracks, 
safety railings and other essential infrastructure.

The meeting was attended by Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir Anshul Garg, Additional CEO 
of the Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board Rahul Singh, 
Deputy Commissioners of Anantnag, Srinagar and 
Ganderbal, senior police officers, camp directors and 
officials from the civil administration, Army, secu-
rity forces, Border Roads Organisation (BRO), Health 
Department, Meteorological Department and other 
line departments.

During the review, Sinha directed the executing 
agencies and officials to accord top priority to vul-
nerable stretches prone to mudslides and shooting 
stones to ensure the safe passage of pilgrims.

To strengthen safety measures, he ordered the 
deployment of additional Mountain Rescue Teams 
(MRTs) along the Yatra routes and stressed the need 
for proactively sharing real-time weather updates 
with pilgrims.

The Lieutenant Governor also instructed the con-
cerned departments to ensure uninterrupted essen-
tial services, including electricity, drinking water, 
communication facilities and healthcare, throughout 
the pilgrimage.

He emphasised close coordination among all de-
partments and agencies to expedite restoration work 
and ensure the safe and smooth conduct of the ongo-
ing Shri Amarnathji Yatra.

Security Tightened
of efforts to prevent any untoward incident and 

ensure public safety.
Officials said the intensified checking was part of 

preventive security arrangements at vulnerable lo-
cations and was carried out without causing major 
disruption to traffic.

In south Kashmir, Police and the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) stepped up naka checking in 
Pulwama's main market, while Kulgam Police es-
tablished multiple checkpoints across the dis-
trict, including along the Srinagar-Jammu National 
Highway, where vehicles were subjected to thorough 
inspection.

The heightened security measures come in the 
wake of the killing of Head Constable Ashiq Hussain 
Qureshi on July 22. Qureshi, who was deployed for 
security duties during the ongoing Amarnath Yatra, 
was shot dead at point-blank range by a suspected 

militant near Lal Chowk in Anantnag.
Following the attack, security has been strength-

ened across Jammu and Kashmir, with enhanced sur-
veillance, increased vehicle checking and intensified 
vigil at sensitive locations.

Police appealed to the public to cooperate during 
the checking drives, saying the measures are aimed 
at safeguarding citizens and maintaining law and or-
der amid the prevailing security situation.

'Run For A Green
as more than just a slogan, the Lieutenant Governor 

said it reflected a philosophy of life that combined 
learning, fitness and environmental stewardship.

"Reading enriches our thoughts, running strength-
ens our bodies and caring for nature awakens our 
conscience. Together, they prepare society to face fu-
ture challenges," he said.

Sinha urged young participants to take three 
pledges: to cultivate reading as a daily habit, adopt 
environmentally responsible practices in their every-
day lives and carry forward the spirit of the marathon 
as a lifelong commitment to bringing positive change 
in society.

Emphasising that education is meaningful only 
when translated into action, he said merely reading 
books was not enough.

"True education is to put what you have read 
into practice. It is easy to read a book about climate 
change. But deciding to run five kilometres, spread 
the message of nature conservation and bring chang-
es into one's own life is real transformation," he said.

He said the participants had chosen "the path of 
change," calling it the greatest success of the Chinar 
Book Festival.

On the eve of Kargil Vijay Diwas, the Lieutenant 
Governor also invoked the courage and sacrifice of 
soldiers who fought in the 1999 Kargil War, urging 
young people to imbibe values of discipline, leader-
ship and patriotism.

He noted that many of the soldiers and officers 
who defended the country during the conflict were 
between 20 and 25 years of age.

"The stories of heroes like Captain Vikram Batra, 
Manoj Kumar Pandey and Captain Anuj Nayyar show 
that with the right direction and spirit, young people 
can create new history," he said.

Sinha said he wanted the Reading Marathon to in-
spire a "Nation First" mindset, a "Never Give Up" at-
titude and a spirit of discipline and leadership among 
the youth of Jammu and Kashmir.

"I want the Reading Marathon to kindle the flame 
of national service in the heart of every young person 
in Jammu and Kashmir," he added.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation 
from students representing colleges and universities 
across the Union Territory.

Among those present were Chief Convener of 
the Chinar Book Festival Dr Amit Wanchoo, Bisleri 
International Pvt Ltd CEO Dr Angelo George, Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar Akshay Labroo, Senior 
Superintendent of Police Srinagar Dr G.V. Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, senior officials, members of the 
National Book Trust, heads of educational institu-
tions, literary personalities, teachers and students.

Pays Tribute To
to inspire generations.
"On Kargil Vijay Diwas, I bow to our martyrs who 

made the supreme sacrifice to safeguard the sover-
eignty and honour of Maa Bharti during Operation 
Vijay. The extraordinary courage of our Armed Forces 
will forever inspire generations to come," Sinha said.

"I also bow in deep reverence to the families of 
our fallen heroes. Their selfless dedication remains 
an enduring symbol of our ultimate national pride," 
he added.

Rs 1,623-Cr Flood
management of river Jhelum and its Tributaries, 

phase II(A).
As per details, phase- I of the project included an-

cillary works such as strengthening embankments 
and dredging, while phase -II involved the re‑sec-
tioning of the flood spill channel and widening of the 
outfall channel. These two components were expect-
ed to be game-changers, significantly enhancing the 
carrying capacity of the Jhelum.

The re-sectioning of the flood spill channel was 
estimated to cost Rs 400 crore, while the widening 
of the outfall channel the stretch of the Jhelum from 
Sopore-was also expected to be taken up under the 
project.

As per details, the Rs 1623-crore project was sanc-
tioned in 2022, with a revised deadline for comple-
tion set for March 2027. However, work on these two 
key components is yet to commence due to techni-
cal disagreements between the Central Water and 
Power Research Station (CWRPS) and the consultant 
engaged by the Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project 
(JTFRP).

According to official documents, the matter was 
referred to the Central Water Commission (CWC), 
which recommended lowering of sill level at the 
off‑take point of the Flood Spill Channel by two me-
ters and maintaining a 1 in 5000 grade right up to 
Wular lake.

The lowering of the Flood Spill Channel is expected 
to affect 21 bridges, 39 lift irrigation schemes, and 13 
water supply schemes.

The Irrigation and Flood Control Department 
subsequently took up the matter with the R&B 
Department to estimate the financial implications of 
bridges likely to be affected by the widening of the 
FSC.

In the meantime, the CWC also suggested to the 
J&K Government that the widening work on the 
Outfall Channel be put on hold.

When contacted, Chief Engineer, Irrigation and 
Flood Control, Showkat Ahmad said that they have 
to lower bed of the flood spill channel (FSC) by two 
meters right up to Wular lake.

“It is affecting 21 bridges whose foundations will 
be exposed by dredging. We had written to the Roads 
& Buildings Department to estimate the financial im-
plications for strengthening/retrofitting these bridg-
es,” he said, adding that the R&B Department has es-
timated that around Rs 500 crore will be required for 
reconstructing these bridges.

He said they have taken up the matter afresh with 
the Central Water Commission (CWC).

“The issue is pending with them. They will suggest 
whether we should lower it by two meters or less 
than that,” he said.(KNO)

NIA Court Rejects
30 and return to jail on July 31.
During the parole period, Singh will remain in po-

lice custody and be taken to the venue of the religious 
ceremonies between 10 am and 4 pm each day, the 
court said, directing that adequate police personnel 
will remain with him throughout the visit to ensure 
security.

The NIA had opposed the plea, arguing that the 
accused is facing trial for serious offences affecting 
national security under various sections of the IPC, 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention ) Act (UAPA), the 
Arms Act and the Explosive Substances Act.

"The allegations against the applicant are of a seri-
ous nature, and there exists a statutory embargo un-
der Section 43D(5) of the UAPA concerning the grant 
of bail.

"The applicant's prayer for regular bail is also pend-
ing before the high court, which is listed for hearing 
on August 4. In these circumstances, the present ap-
plication for interim bail deserves to be considered 
with due regard to the gravity of the offences and the 
statutory strictions governing the grant of bail," the 
NIA said.

It said the applicant is facing trial for offences con-
cerning national security and several material pros-
ecution witnesses are yet to be examined.

"Considering the nature of the allegations and the 
applicant's previous position as a DSP, there exists a 
reasonable apprehension that, if released on interim 
bail, he may influence the witnesses or otherwise in-
terfere with the fair conduct of the trial," the agency 
said.

However, the NIA informed the court that it had no 
objection to custody parole on purely humanitarian 
grounds, provided adequate police escort and secu-
rity arrangements are maintained.

Two Rtd- Revenue
prosecution sanction against the then Patwari be-

fore the filing of the chargesheet.
The accused have been booked under Section 7 of 

the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, as amended 
in 2018, read with Section 120-B of the Indian Penal 
Code and other relevant provisions of law.

Both accused were produced before the Special 
Judge, Anti-Corruption, Baramulla, along with the 
chargesheet. The court has fixed November 12, 2026, 
as the next date of hearing.

Fast-Track Courts
cheating and those involved in organised crimes of 

cheating face five to 10 years of imprisonment and a 
minimum fine of Rs 1 crore.

The bill has been listed for introduction, consider-
ation and passage for Monday in the Lok Sabha. Bills 
are usually not listed for introduction and passage on 
the same day.

The government announced it was bringing in the 
proposed legislation after student protests led by the 
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) over the NEET paper leak 
issue gained momentum in recent days.

Protests by opposition parties over the NEET issue 
led to a washout of proceedings in the first session of 
Parliament. The Opposition's stand on the new bill is 
still not clear, with Leader of the Opposition in Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi saying they will act on the basis 
of consensus.

The 2024 law was brought in when the govern-
ment faced raging paper leak controversies. Before 
this legislation, there was no specific substantive law 
to deal with unfair means adopted or offences com-
mitted by various entities involved in the conduct of 
public examinations by the central government and 
its agencies.

The Act aimed to prevent unfair means in the 
public examinations conducted by the Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC), the Staff Selection 
Commission (SSC), the railways, banking recruitment 
examinations and the National Testing Agency (NTA), 
among others.

All the states and UTs will be directed to set up 
fast-track courts, which will conduct hearings swiftly 
and complete the trial within three months of filing 
of the chargesheet, says the bill, which was cleared by 
the Union Cabinet on Friday.

In the wake of student protests, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had promised a law to deal with cases 
like the NEET-UG paper leak. He also said that cases 
of accused in such cases will be tried in fast-track 
courts.

The CJP on Saturday called off its 36-day agita-
tion after Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
resigned and the government accepted its other 
demands.

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair 
Means) Act, 2024, which the bill proposes to amend, 
was enacted to prevent resorting to unfair means in 
public examinations.

The bill notes that in recent years, there have been 
some incidents of question paper leaks and malprac-
tices in examinations conducted by public examina-
tion authorities, "which tend to affect the transparen-
cy and fairness of the public examinations system".

The amendment bill seeks to empower all the 
state governments and UT administrations to des-
ignate any court of session to be a special fast-track 
court to try offences under the proposed law.

It also provides that the proceedings in such courts 
are continued on a day-to-day basis and the trial is 
completed within three months from the date of fil-
ing of the chargesheet.

It also empowers the central government to con-
stitute a special task force for investigation of any of-
fence, if necessary.

The bill had provisions for "engagement of ser-
vices of other government agencies by public exami-
nation authority", "preparation of norms, standards 
and guidelines" and "reporting of incidents of unfair 
means or offences" among others.

Pre-examination activities such as pre-audit for 
the examination readiness of the public examination 
centres, candidate check-in, biometric registration, 
security and screening, seat allocation, question pa-
per setting and loading, invigilation in the examina-
tion, post-examination activities and guidelines for 
providing scribes were also part of the norms.

The Bill outlines 15 illegal acts including leaking 
question papers, tampering with OMR sheets, creat-
ing fake websites and issuing fake admit cards.

Fake Cambodia
spent additional money on visa processing, travel 

and other formalities.
However, investigators said the promised job 

never materialised. Instead, after reaching Cambodia, 
the complainant was allegedly forced to participate 
in online scam operations, exposing him to exploita-
tion and financial hardship.

The EOW said its investigation substantiated the 
allegations and gathered sufficient evidence to pros-
ecute the accused, following which the chargesheet 
was presented before the competent court.

The Crime Branch has urged people to remain cau-
tious of fraudulent overseas employment offers and 
economic scams. It advised job seekers to verify the 
authenticity of foreign employment opportunities 
before making any payments and appealed to vic-
tims of such frauds to report the matter to the SSP, 
Economic Offences Wing, Kashmir, for prompt legal 
action.
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Traffic Restored Through 
Beerwah After Four-Day 
Disruption Due To Flash Floods
BUDGAM: Vehicular traffic through Beerwah town in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district was restored on Saturday after re-
maining suspended for four days following damage caused to 
the diversion over Nallah Sukhnag by flash floods.

The diversion was washed away on July 21 after heavy rain-
fall triggered flash floods in Nallah Sukhnag, disrupting traffic 
movement and causing inconvenience to commuters, trans-
porters and local residents.

Assistant Executive Engineer (AEE), R&B Sub-Division 
Beerwah, Shabir Ahmad, told KNT that restoration work was 
undertaken on a war footing, with men and machinery de-
ployed round the clock to rebuild the damaged diversion.

Following completion of the repair work, officials conducted 
a successful trial run of vehicles before reopening the route for 
public traffic.

The restoration of the diversion has brought much-needed 
relief to residents, traders, transport operators and commuters 
who had been facing considerable hardship due to the closure.

Authorities have advised motorists to exercise caution while 
crossing the restored diversion and to strictly follow traffic ad-
visories, particularly during adverse weather conditions. (Ob-
server News Service)

Polluted Water Sparks Health 
Fears in Budgam's Jawalapora
BUDGAM: Several people have reportedly fallen ill in Jawala-
pora village of central Kashmir's Budgam district after consum-
ing contaminated water allegedly supplied through the area's 
public distribution network, sparking concern among residents 
over the safety of drinking water.

As per KNT, locals alleged that instead of receiving treated 
water from designated reservoirs, pipelines have been con-
nected to nearby streams and other polluted water bodies, 
resulting in filthy and unsafe water being supplied directly to 
households.

They said the contaminated water has caused health prob-
lems among several residents, while the entire village contin-
ues to face an acute shortage of potable drinking water.

People alleged that repeated appeals to the concerned au-
thorities have failed to yield any tangible results, forcing fami-
lies to either consume unsafe water or arrange drinking water 
through private means. (Observer News Service)

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
OFFICER MISSION POSLIAN SOPORE

Subject: - Extension of Advertisement notice.
The last date for submission of application forms for the post of Sahayikas (AWHs) at Anganvvadi center stated below advertised vide 
this office advertisement No: - CDPO/Sop/Esstt/2026/301-14 dated: - 29-06-2026 is hereby extended till 11th of August 2026 up to 
4:00 PM due to no response. The terms and conditions for the said engagement remain same.

S. No Name of the Panchayat Halqa/ Panch Ward No Name of A W Center
1. PH Nowpora A Ward No.08 Tang Mohalla/Ganaie Mohalla
2. PH Ranji Ward No. 02 Bunpora Ranji A
3. PH Ranji Ward No.06 Chopan Mohalla Ranji B

No: - CDPO/Sop/Esstt/2026/478-87  Child Dev. Project Officer
Dated: - 25-07-2026.  Mission Poshan Sopore

DIPK-3719-26
DT: 25/07/2026

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION KRALPORA   
E tendering NIT No 24/RnB/Kralpora of 2026-27 Dated: 23-07-2026

For & on behalf of the Lt. Governor Jammu & Kashmir (UT), e-tenders are being invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments for the following works

S.No Name of Work Adv. Cost
(In Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc. 
(In Rupees)

Earnest Mon-
ey Deposit

Time of 
completion

Date and time 
of opening

Class of 
Contractor Major Head 

1. Development of Playfield at Kralpora 47.92 1100/- 95850 60 days

04
-0

8-
20

26
 

(1
1:

00
 A

M
)

Aay/Bee UT Capex Budget 
2026-27

2. Construction of Additional accommoda-
tion for Girls UPS Manzgam Zone Villgam 26.43 1100 52860 90 days Aay/Bee  SSY District Capex 

Budget 2026-27 

3. Repair/Renovation of Pre-Primary Ele-
mentary Block (KG) at GHS Tarathpora 4.00 200 8010 12 days Dee    District Capex 

Budget 2026-27 

4. Construction of Boundary wall at KGBV 
Aloosa 1010300504 14.38 600 28770 30 days Cee/Dee Samagra Shiksha

 Position of AAA/ TS :  Accorded       
Position of funds:-     Available
1. The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a bill of quantities (B.O.Q), a set of con-

tract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in on the dates tabulated 
below: 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 23-07-2026
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 23-07-2026 (5:00 PM) to 03.08.2026 (6:00PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date 23-07-2026 (5:00 PM) 
4 Bid Submission End Date 03.08.2026 (6:00PM) 
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 04.08.2026 (11:00 AM) In the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora.

 Upload/Disclose the bank account number which is linked with the GSTIN and Mapped with JKPWDOMS along with proof. No payments shall be 
released by the department to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST registered number of the successful bidder.

2. Bids must be accompanied with Cost of Tender Document in the shape of Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission 
End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division  Kralpora  (tender inviting authority). Treasury Challan must be written 
boldly and clearly with Name of Work, Name of the Contractor along with Contact No, NIT No and Serial No of Work on NIT (if any). 

3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR pledged to the 
tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora. Besides that, the successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security 
@ 5% of the allotted Cost in the form of CDR/FDR at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instructions from 
time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% 
of the alloted cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

4. In case of abnormally low bid price the Circular instructions issued by the Finance Department vide No FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 dated 08-08-
2025 regarding seeking of additional performance security from the selected bidder for quoting ALB are as 

a. Where the bid price is below 10% but not below 20% of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee/Security percentage shall 
be incremented by 0.1% for every percentage of bid price below 10% of the project cost put to bid starting at 11% with the additional bid performance 
guarantee being 0.1% and this additional performance guarantee percentage shall be applied on bid price.

b. Where the bid price is below 20% or more below of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee percentage shall be incremented 
by 0.2% for every percentage of bid price below 20% of the project cost put to bid in addition to 1% of the bid price and this additional performance 
guarantee percentage shall be applied on bid price.

c. The additional performance guarantee percentage shall be rounded off to the next lower percentage based on whether the decimal point of the percent-
age of the bid price is below 0.5% or next higher percentage based on whether the decimal point of the percentage of the bid price is 0.5% or more.

d. The additional performance security shall be treated as part of the performance security and shall be released after successful completion of DLP.
5 All other Conditions shall remain same as per the DETAILED TENDER NOTICE No 01/RnB/Kralpora of 2025-26 E-tendering Dated:- 16-04-2025 issued 

under No. Div-KRLP/123-37 dated 16-04-2025 and PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form)
6 Bidders should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are later discovered to 

be fake/not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the Contractor/bidder will be blacklisted from participating in this Division/ Department for a 
period of three years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said work being forfeited.

 Sd/-
No: Div-KRLP/1689-1703 Executive Engineer
Date: 23-07-2026 R&B Division Kralpora

DIPK-3737-26
DT: 25/07/2026

GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.
GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR

BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN, NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.
E- mail: -  hakeemmushtaq.75316@jk.gov.in | Tel./ Fax No:- 0194-2411285

 NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
GIST of Detailed e– NIT No: - 41/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27.

For and on behalf of Government of UT - J&K, e-tenders from reputed and resourceful  Firms/Companies/drilling agencies/Joint Ventures etc for “regis-
tered  experienced Contractors  of Machine Drilled Hand pump wells” as per details given below  The bidding process shall be completed  online on www.
jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre Qualification Criteria, General Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications  and Cover 
2nd  shall consist of Financial Bid  in the prescribed  BOQ.

Table-I

S. 
No

S. No 
of AA Name of work

Est. Cost 
Rs. in 
Lacs

Earnest mon-
ey (EMD)

Cost of 
Tender 

Document

Time of 
completion

Major Head /
Programme Technical Sanction Tender 

Call

1 18
Construction of Machine Drilled Borewell 
near hospital Building hutmurrah(Hatmur-
rah,Khoveripora  in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.97
Lacs

Rs. 8,950/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/111 of 07/ 
2026, Dt: 15-07-2026

1st

2 19
Construction of Machine Drilled Borewell near 
Grid Station NLO Roaf Bhat hutmurrah  (Hat-
murrah, Khoveripora in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.59
Lacs

Rs. 7,800/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/112 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

3 20
Machine Drilled Borewell Mirpora Khairbugh 
(Khairbugh, Khoveripora in District  Anant-
nag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

 Rs. 6,300/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/113 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

4 21
Machine Drilled Borewell Malpora khairbugh 
(Khairbugh, Khoveripora in District Anant-
nag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

 Rs. 6,300/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/114 of 07/ 
2026, Dt: 15-07-2026

1st

5 22
Machine Drilled Borewell Bhatpora Khair-
bugh (Khairbugh, Khoveripora in District  
Anantnag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

 Rs. 6,300/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/115 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

6 23
Machine Drilled Borewell Ratherpora Khair-
bugh (Khairbugh, Khoveripora in District 
Anantnag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

 Rs. 6,300/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/116 of 07/ 
2026, Dt: 15-07-2026

1st

7 24
Machine Drilled Borewell near land of Gh 
Nabi Bhat main Road Nambal Nasipora 
(Nambal-A,Khoveripora in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

 Rs. 6,300/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/117 of 07/ 
2026, Dt: 15-07-2026

1st

8 25
Machine Drilled Borewell Near land of Haji 
Mohd Jabar Bhat Nambal A. (Nambal-A, 
Khoveripora in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

 Rs. 6,300/- 
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/118 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

9 26
Machine Drilled Bore Well Babgund Nambal 
A(Nambal-A, Khoveripora in District  Anant-
nag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

Rs. 6,300/-
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/119 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

10 27

Installation of Submersible pump to 
Borewell near Masjid Alnoor Nam-
bal-A(Nambal-A, Khoveripora in District 
Anantnag).

Rs. 0.70
Lacs

Rs. 2,100/-
 Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/120 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

11 28
Constructionof Borewell near middle 
school Manznoo (Nambal-B, Khoveripo-
ra in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.48
Lacs

 Rs. 7,450/-
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/121 of

07/ 2026,
Dt: 15-07-2026

1st

12 29
Constructionof Borewell NHO Nazir Ah-
mad Hakim & Others at Manznoo (Nam-
bal-B, Khoveripora in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.10
Lacs

 Rs. 6,300/-
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/122 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

13 30
Machine Drilled Borewell near Masjid 
shareef Ganiepora at Paibugh (Paibugh, 
Khoveripora in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.48
Lacs

 Rs. 7,450/-
Lacs Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/123 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

14 31
Machine Drilled Borewell near Ahli-
hadees Masjid at Paibugh  (Paibugh, 
Khoveripora in District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.48
Lacs Rs. 7,450/-

Lacs
Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/124 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

15 32

Construction of Borewell with submers-
ible Motor near house of Sameer Ahmad 
Naikoo, Bilal Ahmad (Zadoora, mVessu in 
District Anantnag).

Rs. 2.47
Lacs Rs. 7,450/-

Lacs
Rs.100/- 10 Days

District Capex 
Budget

2026-27 (PRI).

JS-PHE/GWDS/ Distt. Capex 
Budget (PRI)/125 of 07/ 

2026, Dt: 15-07-2026
1st

Position of Funds: - Available: 
	Accord of Administrative Approval issued by the District Development Commissioner Anantnag Vide Order No: 299-DDCA of 2026, 
issued under endorsement No. DDCA/ Capex/2026-27/4034-42, Dated: 15-07-2026.

The Bidding Documents and other details can be downloaded from the website: https://www.jktenders.gov.in  From 28.07.2026 (10:00 AM) to 
20.08.2026 (01:00 PM)
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings (if any), Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms, 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the website: https://www.jktenders.gov.in

As per Critical Dates/Information scheduled given below
Table-II

1. Publishing Date 28-07-2026 (10:00 A.M)
2. Period of  Downloading  of Bids 28-07-2026 (10:00 A.M) upto 20-08-2026 (01:00 P.M).
3. Period of Submission of bids 28-07-2026 (10:00 A.M) upto 20-08-2026 (01:00 P.M).
4. Date of opening of Tender. 21-08-2026 (01:00 P.M)
5. Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , Jal Shakti  (PHE)  Ground Water  Srinagar Kashmir-190011

6.

Cost of Tender Document : To be deposited online (If available) or Non-Refundable should be in form of DD /TR/ deposited to Account Head 
0215 or in favour of  Executive Engineer (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar (The firm shall specify the name of work for which apply)
 Note: In case the firm/agency/contractor submits/uploaded scanned copy of tender document fee in the shape of of DD /TR/  the 

hard copies shall have be submitted in the divisional office before opening of cover 2nd  (Financial Cover) of e-NIT (if needed)
7. Bid Validity Period: 180 Days
8. The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in

                                                                             
No instrument—such as an Earnest Money Deposit (EMD), Treasury Receipt, or Challan-generated prior to the publication of the tender document will 
be accepted. Any bid submitted contrary to this requirement is liable for summary rejection. In the event the tender is retendered due to government 
exigencies or otherwise, an instrument shall be considered valid only if generated after the date of the initial tender publication, 
The cost of Tender Document under Account Head 0215 to be pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer Ground Water Division Srinagar (as specified 
in the table (I) (Page 1st). Bid security will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding documents and shall be valid for 180 Days after 
opening of bid. Bids will be opened in the Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Ground Water Division Srinagar (H.Q. Baghi-Ali-Mardan, 
Nowshara Srinagar) on 21-08-2026 (01:00 PM) If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened 
on the next working day at the same time and venue.
No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/5255-67 Sd/=
Dated: - 21-07-2026. Executive Engineer
DIPK-3739-25 Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
DT: 26/07/2026 Ground Water Division, Srinagar.

Kashmir Records upto 6-10°C 
Drop in Day Temperatures

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Day temperatures 
across Jammu and Kashmir plum-
meted below normal on Saturday 
following widespread rainfall in the 
region.

According to the details available 
with KNO, maximum temperatures 
in several parts of Kashmir were 
6–10°C below the seasonal average.

Srinagar recorded a maximum 
temperature of 21.5 degrees Celsius, 
8.4 degrees below normal, while 
Kupwara registered 21.1 degrees 
Celsius, 10 degrees below normal. 
Qazigund settled at 20.4 degrees 
Celsius, 7.5 degrees below normal, 
and Pahalgam recorded 18 degrees 

Celsius, nearly 8 degrees below the 
seasonal average.

Kokernag recorded a maximum 
of 20.5 degrees Celsius, 6.9 degrees 
below normal, while Gulmarg, the 
famous ski resort, recorded 15 de-
grees Celsius, around 6 degrees be-
low normal.

In the Jammu region, the im-
pact of the wet weather was also 
evident, though temperatures re-
mained comparatively higher. Jam-
mu city recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 27.2 degrees Celsius, 1.2 
degrees below normal, while Bani-
hal settled at 21 degrees Celsius, 7.3 
degrees below normal.

Batote recorded 20.6 degrees 
Celsius, Bhaderwah 23.5 degrees 

Celsius, Katra 23.8 degrees Celsius, 
Rajouri 24 degrees Celsius and 
Poonch 23.4 degrees Celsius.

In the Union Territory of Ladakh, 
Leh recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 21.8 degrees Celsius, nearly 
8 degrees below normal, while Kar-
gil and Nubra Valley registered 23.2 
degrees Celsius and 25.2 degrees 
Celsius, respectively.

The drop in temperatures came 
as widespread rainfall affected most 
parts of Jammu and Kashmir. The 
Meteorological Department has 
forecast intermittent rain and thun-
dershowers over the next several 
days and warned of the possibility of 
heavy rainfall, flash floods and land-
slides at isolated vulnerable places.

Shopian Growers Defer 
Hunger Strike after Govt 
Assures probe, Compensation
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Fruit growers 
in south Kashmir's Shopian 
district on Saturday called 
off their proposed hunger 
strike after the government 
assured them of a time-
bound probe into the wide-
spread fruit fall and drying 
of apple orchards, besides 
promising strict legal action 
against those found respon-
sible for the alleged sale of 
substandard pesticides.

According to the details 
available with KNO, Direc-
tor, Law Enforcement, Ag-
riculture Department, J&K, 
Balbir Singh, visited Shop-
ian and met the affected 
orchardists, many of whom 
had announced an indefi-
nite hunger strike from 
Monday over the delay in 
the investigation into the 
mysterious damage to their 
orchards.

During the interaction, 
the growers reiterated their 
demands for adequate com-
pensation for the losses 
suffered in their orchards 
and stringent legal action 
against those responsible for 
the alleged sale of substan-
dard agricultural inputs.

Singh assured the grow-
ers that the government has 
already constituted a Joint In-
quiry Committee comprising 
the Director of Horticulture, 
Kashmir, and the Director, 
Law Enforcement, Agricul-
ture Department, to investi-
gate the matter thoroughly.

He informed the grow-
ers that the Horticulture 
Department has also been 
directed to assess the extent 
of damage in the affected 
orchards and submit a com-
prehensive report to the 
government, which would 
form the basis for further 
action, including compen-
sation to eligible affected 
farmers.

As part of the visit, the 
Director also inspected the 
pesticide dealer's outlet al-

legedly involved in the sale of 
the product suspected to be 
linked to the orchard damage. 
Following the inspection, the 
Enforcement Wing sealed the 
outlet as part of the ongoing 
investigation.

Singh said that anyone 
found violating the law or 
selling substandard agri-
cultural inputs would face 
strict legal action.

He assured the orchard-
ists that their genuine griev-
ances would be addressed 
and that the government 
was committed to ensuring 
justice in the matter.

Following these assur-
ances, the affected grow-
ers decided to defer their 
proposed hunger strike for 
the time being. They ex-
pressed hope that the in-
quiry would be completed 
without further delay and 
that the government would 
ensure compensation for 
the losses besides taking 
action against those found 
responsible.

The issue has been brew-
ing since June this year, 
when orchardists from Su-
goo, Handhama and adjoin-
ing villages reported an un-
usual and large-scale fruit 
drop and drying up of apple 
orchards shortly after spray-
ing fungicides and other 
plant protection chemicals.

On Friday, the affected 
growers had threatened to 
launch an indefinite hunger 
strike, alleging that despite 
repeated representations, 
authorities had failed to ex-
plain the cause of the dam-
age or disclose the findings 
of the investigation.

The orchardists had ques-
tioned the status of the FIR, 
sought disclosure of labo-
ratory reports of pesticide 
samples, and demanded 
accountability, saying they 
had invested lakhs of rupees 
in orchard management and 
suffered severe financial 
losses after the destruction 
of their crops.

J&K ACB Holds Free 
Health Screening Camp for 
Employees, Families

2 Killed as Tempo Crashes 
in Doda

Observer News Service
JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) on Saturday organised 
a free disease screening camp 
for its employees and their 
family members at its head-
quarters in Sidhra, Jammu, 
providing free medical con-
sultations, diagnostic tests and 
health counselling by a panel 
of specialist doctors.

In a statement to Kashmir 
Observer, a spokesperson said 
under the guidance of Sh. Shakti 
Kumar Pathak, IPS, Director, 
Anti-Corruption Bureau, Jammu 
& Kashmir, the Anti Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) Headquarters, 
in collaboration with Healing 
Hands, organised a Free Disease 
Screening Camp for the employ-
ees and family members of ACB 
staff on Saturday, 25 July 2026, 
at ACB Headquarters, Sidhra, 
Jammu, from 8:00 AM onwards.

He said this is the 22nd 
Free Disease Screening Camp 
organised by the NGO Heal-
ing Hands as part of its ongo-
ing commitment to provide 

free healthcare services to the 
community.

“The initiative has been un-
dertaken as part of the Bureau’s 
commitment to promoting pre-
ventive healthcare and enhanc-
ing the well-being of its employ-
ees and their families through 
early diagnosis and timely 
medical intervention,” said the 
spokesperson. He said the camp 
provides free medical consulta-
tions, diagnostic investigations, 
and health counselling by a team 
of renowned medical specialists.

“The panel of specialists 
includes Dr. Rajesh Gupta (Phy-
sician Specialist), Dr. Puneeta 
Gupta (HOD, Department of 
Medicine, ASCOMS), Dr. Neeraj 
Mahajan (Cardiologist), Dr. 
Deepak Pathania (Nephrologist), 
Dr. Ankit Mahajan (Gastroen-
terologist), Dr. Shally Kandhari 
(Ophthalmologist), Dr. Rohin 
Gupta (Dentist), and Dr. Gurbir 
Singh (Surgeon Specialist). The 
employees of ACB and their 
eligible family members partici-
pated in the camp and availed 
free healthcare services.”

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two persons 
were killed and four oth-
ers injured after a tempo 
met with an accident in 
the Jatheli Mohalla area 
of Doda district on Sat-
urday afternoon, officials 
said.

An official told KNO that 
the accident occurred at 
around 2:30 pm when a 
tempo, bearing registra-
tion number JK06B-8096, 
met with an accident in 
Jatheli Mohalla, under the 
jurisdiction of Police Sta-

tion Doda.
He said two persons 

died on the spot, while 
four others sustained in-
juries. The injured were 
immediately shifted to 
Government Medical 
College (GMC) Doda for 
treatment.

The identities of the de-
ceased and the injured are 
yet to be ascertained. The 
exact cause of the accident 
is also being investigated.

Police have taken cog-
nisance of the incident 
and initiated further in-
vestigation.
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

The Cockroach Who Won't Leave: The Making Of Abhijeet Dipke
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: When Abhijeet 
Dipke stood before thousands 
of students at Jantar Mantar on 
Saturday after Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
resigned, he did not dwell on 
his own role in creating one of 
the biggest youth stirs in recent 
years.

Instead, he sought to turn 
the moment into a lesson on 
democracy.

"This resignation is the 
evidence that if you don't get 
scared, don't bend before this 
government, you can get a res-
ignation," he proclaimed. "If 
you are scared to speak, how 
is it democracy?... They think 
they are kings because we sent 
them there."

For the 30-year-old founder 
of the Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP), the resignation was never 
meant to be the end of the sto-
ry. "This is the first wicket," he 
told the crowd. "This is just the 
beginning."

That ability to convert a 
political victory into a larger 

argument about democratic 
participation perhaps explains 
how a man who, by his own ad-
mission, was applying for jobs 
in the United States barely two 
months ago ended up leading a 
movement that forced the res-
ignation of a Union minister.

When PTI interviewed him 
in early June, Dipke was pre-
paring to fly back from Boston, 
where he had completed a 
master's degree in public rela-
tions.

He expected to be arrested 
the moment he landed in India. 
"I'll most probably get arrested 
from the airport," he had said. 
Only weeks earlier, he recalled, 
he had been planning a career 
abroad. As international atten-
tion around CJP grew, multina-
tional companies in the US and 
Europe offered him jobs. He 
turned them down.

The gamble has transformed 
both his life and India's political 
conversation.

Born out of satire after un-
employed youth were likened 
to "cockroaches", CJP rapidly 
evolved into what Dipke insist-

ed on calling a "political youth 
movement".

At the outset, he argued that 
its popularity reflected not his 
own appeal but the failure of 
the political establishment to 
address unemployment, edu-

cation and the aspirations of 
young Indians.

"It's the failure of the po-
litical ecosystem that they have 
failed to cater to the aspirations, 
the needs, the concerns and the 
hope of the youth," he had told 

PTI. "The youth have followed 
a party which was born out of 
satire. There could be no bigger 
explanation than this."

That belief continues to de-
fine his politics. On Saturday, as 
chants celebrating the resigna-
tion echoed across Jantar Man-
tar, Dipke repeatedly steered the 
conversation away from person-
alities and back to issues.

"The youth have shown they 
can force anyone's resignation 
if they want," he said. "The peo-
ple who said this government 
never listens have been proved 
wrong."

Then came perhaps the clear-
est articulation yet of what he 
wants the movement to become.

"If politics of Hindu-Muslim 
does not happen and issue-
based politics happens, then 
thrones would shake," he said. 
"The youth of this country will 
not fall into the trap of Hindu-
Muslim politics. They will talk 
about employment."

Those who have watched the 
protests from the beginning say 
that instinct to resist person-
ality politics has been visible 

throughout the agitation. Dipke 
insisted that only slogans cen-
tred on students' demands be 
raised. On one occasion, when 
supporters began chanting slo-
gans hailing him, he immedi-
ately stopped them, reminding 
the gathering that the move-
ment belonged to students, not 
to an individual.

Even on Saturday, arguably 
the biggest day of his public 
life, was spent widening the 
movement's demands rather 
than declaring victory.

Calling the resignation "jus-
tice" for students who died by 
suicide, he demanded action 
against police personnel in-
volved in violence on July 20, 
withdrawal of cases against pro-
testing students, and reforms in 
the examination system.

His trademark symbolism 
also remained intact. "A cock-
roach, once it enters, does not 
leave so easily," he smiled, be-
fore delivering a warning to 
officers he accused of attack-
ing protesters. "If we can take 
a minister's resignation, who 
are you? Don't mess with the 

cockroach."
Dipke's own journey is far 

removed from the image of a 
conventional political leader.

Born into a Dalit family in 
Maharashtra, he studied mass 
communication and journalism 
before moving to the United 
States to pursue a master's de-
gree in public relations at Bos-
ton University.

Friends and associates de-
scribe him as someone who 
gravitated towards political 
communication rather than 
electoral politics, using digital 
media, satire and popular cul-
ture to engage young audiences.

Before launching CJP, Dipke 
worked in political communi-
cations and volunteered with 
the Aam Aadmi Party's social 
media team between 2020 and 
2023, helping create digital 
campaigns and online political 
messaging. His familiarity with 
internet culture would later 
become one of CJP's defining 
strengths, with memes, hu-
mour and sharp messaging at-
tracting millions of followers in 
a matter of weeks.

Students’ Agitation Warning to BJP-RSS: Rahul
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Saturday said the students' 
agitation against paper 
leaks has given a warn-
ing to the BJP-RSS regime 
that they cannot run the 
government as their per-
sonal fiefdom, and in case 
they did, they would face 
10 times the scale of what 
happened during the stir.

Gandhi said Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan was a symbol 
of corruption and "it is good 
that he is gone". Pradhan 
resigned on Saturday amid 
mounting pressure due to 
the protests over the NEET 
paper leak controversy.

He described the student 
protest as a fight between 
"the past" represented by 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the RSS, and the 
future of India. Gandhi said 
he was confident that "the 
future of India will defeat 
the past".

He also urged the prime 
minister to apologise to 
the students of the country 
for the "atrocities" com-
mitted on them during the 
agitation.

Addressing the media 
outside Sonia Gandhi's 10, 
Janpath residence soon 
after Pradhan resigned, 
Gandhi said his party held 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
directly responsible for the 
violence against students, 
and for authorising the use 
of lethal weapons like pel-
let guns against them.

Gandhi, the leader of 
opposition in Lok Sabha, 
said the Congress would 

not accept forces shooting 
students and that it will be 
made a major issue in Par-
liament.

He also accused the RSS 
of capturing India's educa-
tion system and making it 
hollow like termites. "It has 
to go."

Asked if the Congress 
would support the bill pro-
posing stringent punish-
ment for paper leaks that 
the government intends to 
bring in Parliament, Gan-
dhi said the Congress alone 
would not be able to take a 
call on this as it would be a 
decision based on opposi-
tion consensus.

"We are here to protect 
the students of India, to 
protect the future of India. 
As I said, this is a fight be-
tween the past, which is 
Narendra Modi and the RSS, 

and the future of India. And 
we are very confident that 
the future of India will de-
feat the past," Gandhi said.

"First of all, it is a victory 
of our students who are the 
future of India," he said, 
lauding the students for 
holding against the powers.

On the resignation of 
the education minister, he 
said, "Pradhan is a symbol 
of corruption, destruction 
of the education system, in-
competence. He had to go. 
It is good that he has gone."

"But now, concrete steps 
to change the education 
system will have to be tak-
en by the government. RSS' 
capture of India's education 
system has to go. The RSS 
had worked like a termite 
with our education system 
and has made it hollow," he 
alleged.

Yemen Fire Missiles, Drones At Saudi 
Arabia In Response To Strikes
Agencies

CAIRO: Yemen's Iran-allied 
military said Saturday that 
they fired missiles and 
drones at Saudi Arabia in 
response to Saudi airstrikes 
on the strategic Red Sea city 
of Hodeida, in another es-
calation over vital shipping 
routes in the Middle East, 
while the United States and 
Iran vie for control of the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree, 
the' military spokesman, 
said in a prerecorded state-
ment that the attack tar-
geted facilities in the Red 
Sea cities of Yanbu and Jizan 
that belong to Aramco, the 
world's largest oil company.

Saudi Arabia's civil de-

fence said alerts sounded 
multiple times early Satur-
day in both cities, but the 
Kingdom hasn't comment-
ed further.

There were no reported 
strikes overnight in Iran, 
in an apparent break from 
nearly two weeks of consec-
utive nights of US attacks, 
though tension remains 
high following a recent es-
calation between the two 
countries over the Strait of 
Hormuz.

Red Sea escalation further 
threatens global shipping

The rising tension in the 
Red Sea threatens to further 
choke global shipping be-
cause the rebels have said 
they would close the Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait to Saudi-

linked shipping.
That strait, at the southern 

tip of the Arabian Peninsula, 
is a vital shipping chokepoint, 
connecting the Red Sea to the 
Gulf of Aden. Around 12 per 
cent of the world's trade, in-
cluding a quarter of its con-
tainer traffic, passes through 
the narrows.

The Houthis targeted two 
Saudi oil tankers in the Red 
Sea this week. In response, 
Saudi Arabia struck the Ye-
meni port city of Hodeida, 
the Saudi-led coalition in 
Yemen said early Satur-
day. The strikes late Friday 
hit the city's port and the 
state-run telecommunica-
tions corporation, injuring 
two people, said Anees al-
Asbahi, a spokesman for the 

Houthi-run health ministry.
The Saudi-led coalition 

fighting in Yemen said it didn't 
hit the port but struck “legiti-
mate military targets” in Ho-
deida province, which “were 
linked to threats to commer-
cial vessels in the Red Sea.”

Iran's foreign minister, 
Abbas Araghchi, called for 
“diplomacy and dialogue” 
to solve the Yemen conflict 
without “military confron-
tations” in an interview 
published Saturday in the 
state-run Iran newspaper.

No new strikes overnight 
in Iran, but tension remains 
high “Iran had a peaceful 
night,” Hossein Kerman-
pour, a spokesperson for 
Iran's Health Ministry, post-
ed Saturday on X.


