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Flood Fury Deepens Across J&K; 
Shops, Vehicles Swept Away

Relief Operations 
Underway: LG

Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on 
Tuesday said rescue 

and relief operations were 
underway | More on P6 

Kashmir On High Alert 

Amid Rain Threat

24x7 control rooms activated; 

field officers deployed

Fresh 
Weather 
Advisory 
Issued

Landslides 
Disrupt 
Traffic On 
NH-44

J&K Orders 
3-Month Advance 
Foodgrain Supply
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir 
Government has ordered the ad-
vance lifting and distribution of 
foodgrains under the National 
Food Security Act (NFSA) and 
Non-Priority Household (NPHH) 
schemes for August, September 
and October 2026 to ensure un-
interrupted supplies during the 
ongoing monsoon season.

The Department of Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer Affairs 
(FCS&CA) said the measure 
has been taken as a precaution 
against possible transportation 
and logistical disruptions caused 
by adverse weather, with the aim 
of safeguarding food security 
across the Union Territory.

Under the arrangement, eli-
gible beneficiaries will be able 
to collect their foodgrain en-
titlement for all three months 
through a single transaction. The 
department has directed that the 
entire distribution exercise be 
completed by August 31.

To facilitate the initiative, the 
National Informatics Centre 
(NIC), Jammu and Kashmir, has 
been asked to enable a one-time 
transaction facility in electronic 
Point of Sale (e-PoS) devices for 
the distribution of the three-
month allocation.

The Minister for Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer Affairs said 
the advance distribution would 
strengthen the department's pre-
paredness to deal with any disrup-
tion caused by the monsoon.

He said the initiative would 
ensure the uninterrupted avail-
ability of foodgrains and protect 
the food 

J&K Extends 
School Break  
Till July 26
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Tuesday 
extended the summer vaca-
tion for all government and rec-
ognised private schools in the 
Kashmir division and winter 
zones of the Jammu division till 
July 26 in view of the prevailing 
weather conditions.

The schools, which were origi-
nally scheduled to reopen on July 20 
after the summer break announced 
earlier this month, will now re-
sume classes on Monday, July 27, 
Education Minister Sakina Itoo said.

"Keeping the safety and well-
being of students, teachers and 
their families as our foremost 
priority, the summer vacation for 
all government and recognised 
private schools in the Kashmir 
Division and Winter Zones of 
Jammu Division is hereby ex-
tended up to July 26, 2026," Itoo 
said in a post on X.

She said educational institu-
tions would reopen on July 27.

The extension comes amid 
continuous heavy rainfall 
across large parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir since Sunday, which has 
triggered flash floods, landslides 
and widespread disruption in 
several districts.

The summer vacation had orig-
inally been announced on July 6 
due to an intense heatwave, with 
schools initially slated to reopen 
on July 20.

Urging people to remain cau-
tious, the minister appealed to 
students, parents and the general 
public to follow official advisories.

"I request everyone to stay safe, 
remain | More on P6

J&K Wraps Up 100-Day Anti-Narcotics 

Drive With 2,301 Arrests
'A New Era Has Begun': LG Marks End of Nasha Mukt J&K Campaign

Srinagar Waterlogging

Smart City Works To Face 

Third-Party Audit: CM

GMC Rajouri 
Gets 50 More 
MBBS Seats
Observer News Service

Jammu: Government Medical 
College (GMC) Rajouri has been 
granted approval for 50 addition-
al MBBS seats, taking its annual 
intake from 100 to 150, Jammu 
and Kashmir Health and Medical 
Education Minister Sakina Itoo 
said on Tuesday.

Announcing the development 
in a post on X, the minister said 
the increase in seats would create 
more opportunities for aspiring 
doctors and further strengthen 
medical education and health-
care infrastructure in the Union 
Territory.

Itoo said the approval follows 
a similar enhancement of MBBS 
seats at Government Medical 
College Jammu and Government 
Medical College Srinagar.

"Glad to share that, after the 
successful | More on P6

Statehood Key To Restoring 

Special Status: CM Omar

J&K Revises Enhanced 

Family Pension Rules
Benefit payable for seven years or till 

deceased employee would have turned 67

J&K Cyber Crime Cases 

Decline After 4 Yrs Of Rise

Beerwah among worst hit; man 
feared swept away in flash floods

Relief ops intensify; pilgrimages remain 
suspended for the 3rd consecutive day

The district administrations of Srinagar and 
Budgam on Tuesday issued fresh weather advi-
sories, urging residents to remain vigilant and 

avoid vulnerable areas after the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) forecast heavy to intense rainfall 
across Jammu and Kashmir until July 23. | More on P6

Fresh landslides and mudslides triggered by incessant 
rainfall disrupted traffic on the Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway on Tuesday, with restoration work underway 

at several vulnerable locations as heavy monsoon showers 
continued across the Jammu region.
Officials said continuous rainfall in Udhampur | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Kashmir ad-
ministration on Tuesday 
placed all departments on 
high alert and activated 
r o u n d - t h e -
clock control 
rooms across 
the Valley in 
view of the ad-
verse weather 
forecast, with 
Divisional Commissioner 
(Div Com) Kashmir Anshul 
Garg saying the entire ad-
ministrative machinery has 
been mobilised to respond 

swiftly to any emergency.
Speaking to reporters in 

Kulgam, Garg said district 
administrations, disaster 
management authorities, 

police, emergen-
cy services and 
other line de-
partments have 
been directed to 
maintain close 
coordinat ion 

and remain fully prepared 
to deal with any weather-
related situation.

"All departments have 
been put on high alert and 
asked | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Fresh spells of tor-
rential rain battered Jammu 
and Kashmir on Tuesday, trig-
gering flash floods, overflow-
ing rivers and streams, inun-
dating homes and markets, 
sweeping away shops and 
vehicles, and disrupting road 

connectivity as authorities 
continued large-scale rescue 
and restoration operations 
across the Union Territory.

With at least 23 people 
dead and seven still missing 
in rain-related incidents since 
Sunday, the administration 
remained on high alert as the 
Meteorological | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar:Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Tuesday an-
nounced that the government 
would assess losses suffered by 
people affected by the recent 
heavy rains and provide com-
pensation in accordance with 
the prescribed norms, while 
ordering an inquiry into the 
widespread waterlogging in 
Srinagar and reaffirming that 
the Smart City project would 
undergo a third-party audit.

Replying to questions dur-
ing a press conference here, 
Abdullah said the administra-
tion would begin assessing the 
damage once weather condi-
tions improve and ensure relief 
reaches affected families as per 

the existing guidelines.
"As far as compensation is 

concerned, the losses suffered 
by people will be assessed, and 
relief will be provided as per 
the prescribed guidelines," he 
said.

The Chief Minister said an 
inquiry would be conducted 
after the weather improves to 
identify the reasons behind 
the extensive flooding and de-
termine corrective measures 
to prevent similar incidents in 
future.

"Let the weather improve. 
We will conduct an inquiry and 
decide what corrective action 
needs to be taken," he said.

Expressing concern over the 
flooding of the Civil Secretariat, 
Abdullah  | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar-  Jammu and 
Kashmir, on Tuesday, marked 
the successful culmination of 
the 100-day Nasha Mukt J&K 
Abhiyan, with the administra-
tion describing the campaign 
as a watershed initiative that 
combined stringent enforce-
ment against drug trafficking 
with a mass public move-
ment against substance abuse 
across the Union Territory.

The campaign, spearhead-
ed by Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, was launched 
with the objective of disman-
tling the narco-terror ecosys-
tem, curbing drug abuse, and 

strengthening rehabilitation 
mechanisms through com-
munity participation.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of the campaign, the ad-
ministration said the 100-day 
drive had evolved into a pow-
erful Jan Andolan spanning 

all 20 districts of Jammu and 
Kashmir, with participation 
from panchayats, educational 
institutions, religious lead-
ers, civil society groups, youth 
clubs, women, senior citizens 
and ex-servicemen.

"Jammu and Kashmir has 

struck a decisive blow to the 
narco-terror ecosystem by 
targeting drug networks that 
provide financial support to 
terrorism," the administration 
said, adding that disrupting 
the drug trade was critical to 
choking the funding channels 
of terror outfits.

LG Sinha said the campaign 
marked "the dawn of a new 
era" in the fight against drug 
abuse and called upon citizens 
to sustain the momentum un-
til the menace is eradicated 
completely.

"The 100-day campaign 
heralds the beginning of a 
new chapter. From every vil-
lage to every  | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government has 
amended the Jammu and 
Kashmir Family Pension-
cum-Gratuity Rules, 1964, 
revising the period for pay-
ment of enhanced fam-
ily pension in cases where 
a government servant dies 
after retirement.

The amendment was 
notified by the Finance 
Department through S.O. 
204, issued under the pow-
ers conferred by the pro-
viso to Article 309 of the 
Constitution of India.

According to the 

notification, where a gov-
ernment servant dies after 
retirement, the enhanced 
family pension will now be 
payable for seven years, or 
until the date on which the 
deceased retired govern-
ment servant would have 
attained the age of 67 years 
had they survived, which-
ever is earlier.

The government clarified 
that cases already settled 
under the provisions exist-
ing before the issuance of 
the notification will not be 
reopened. However, all cases 
pending on the date of the 
notification will be decided 
in  | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar:Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
on Tuesday asserted that the 
restoration of statehood is the 
foundation for reclaiming the 
Union Territory's special status, 
saying any discussion on con-
stitutional safeguards or power-
sharing would be meaningless 
without restoring Jammu and 
Kashmir's status as a state.

Addressing a press confer-
ence a day after the National 
Conference (NC) staged a pro-
test in New Delhi demand-
ing restoration of statehood, 
Abdullah said the party would 
continue to remind the Centre 
of its commitment and intensify 
its campaign until the promise 
is fulfilled.

Describing Monday's protest 
in the national capital as the be-
ginning of a larger movement, 
the chief minister said the NC 
remained committed to every 
promise it had made to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir.

'Statehood Comes First'
Responding to criticism that 

his government  | More on P6

UT records 114 cases in 2024 as 

national tally crosses one lakh

Centre says ₹11,158 crore saved 

through cyber fraud response system

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
recorded a decline in registered 
cyber crime cases in 2024 after 
four consecutive years of in-
crease, even as cyber offences 
across the country crossed the 
one-lakh mark for the first time, 
according to data tabled in the 
Lok Sabha by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA).

According to the National 
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 
figures, Jammu and Kashmir 
registered 114 cyber crime cas-
es in 2024, down from 185 cas-
es in 2023, while neighbouring 

Ladakh reported one case dur-
ing the year.

The data, tabled in response 
to an unstarred question in 
Parliament, showed that cyber 

crime cases in J&K had risen 
steadily over the previous four 
years—from 120 in 2020 to 154 
in 2021, 173 in 2022 and 185 in 
2023—before  | More on P6



The Jammu and Kashmir 
State Board Of School Education  

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

 Notice for  General Public

The applicant/ candidate whose photograph is published in this 
notice and claiming to have lost her qualification certificate/s is-
sued under  as per below mentioned details:-
Roll No: 5223245
Class 10th
Year & Session Annual Regular 2019
Name : Mysara Bashir
Father's Name: Bashir Ahmad Mir
Mother's Name : Haseena Begum
 Date of Birth:- 25-04-2005
 Residenc:- Pandith Pora Langate Distt Kupwara 
According the candidate concerned has approach to this office 
for issuance of Duplicate Qualification  Certificate/s, so before 
the same is processed and provided to the candidate, under rules, 
anybody having any objection in this regard, shall bring into the 
notice of Assistant Secretary of Certificate as well as Assistant 
Secretary Examination Unit I & III KD within the period of 10 & 
7 days  respectively, from the date of publication of this notice.
(Besides the above referred "Qualification  Certificate/s" bearing 
No: 19ARKAM 5033337  be  treated as "CANCELLED")
No: F(Cer is-I-DQC)B/KD/ 
Dated   	 Assistant Secretary 

Certificates, KD.

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

B.
N

 M
GAJZ RHI H.N BUD

Srinagar | Wednesday  | 22-07-20262

mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE
I hereby inform the general public that my name has been 
wrongly recorded as Noor Mohammad Pahloo in the Registra-
tion Certificate (RC) of my vehicle. My correct name is Noor Mo-
hammad, S/o Ghulam Mohammad Pahloo, as reflected in my 
Aadhaar Card, PAN Card, and other official records.
Henceforth, I shall be known and identified as Noor Moham-
mad, S/o Ghulam Mohammad Pahloo, for all official purposes.
If anybody has any objection in this regard, they may submit the 
same to the concerned authorities within 7 days from the date 
of publication of this notice. Thereafter, no objection shall be 
entertained.

smko

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have lost the number plate of my vehicle bearing regd no: 
JK04C 5649 . Now I Have applied for the duplicate of the same 
if anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file them 
in the  ARTO Budgam within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 
Tanveer Ahmad Sheikh 
S/o Abdul Aziz Sheikh 	 bmg
R/o Bana Sharan Karhama Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Adhar card  
bearing No 606503937794 the  name is entered as AMEENA 
BANO   while My actual name is SABRINA JAAN.  Now i want its 
correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection may 
contact Concern department with in a period of seven days. No 
objection shall be entertained after that.
SABRINA JAAN 
W/O NAZIR AHMAD GANIE 	 mcb
R/O NEAR JAMIA MASJID PETH PORA BARAMULLA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
 I Farhath Kaiser W/O Kaiser Habeeb R/O Umerabad Sector A 
Peerbagh Srinagar H. No. 13 Pin 190014 J&K Do Hereby Declare 
That I Have Changed My Name From Farhath Kaiser W/O Kai-
ser Babeeb R/O Umerabad R/O Umer Abad Sector A Peerbagh 
Srinagar H. No 13 Pin 190014 J&K To Farhath Kanth D/O Bashir 
Ahmad Kanth W/O Kaiser Habeeb R/O Umerabad Sector A 
Peerbagh Srinagar H. No 13 Pin 190014 J&K In Future, I Shall Be 
Known As Farhath Kanth D/O Bashir Ahmad Kanth W/O Kaiser 
Habeeb R/O Umerabad Sector A Peerbagh Srinagar H. No 13 Pin 
190014 J&K For All Purposes. 
FARHATH KANTH D/O BASHIR AHMAD KANTH 	
W/O KAISER HABEEB R/O UMERABAD SECTOR A PEERBAGH 
SRINAGAR H. NO 13 PIN 190014 J&K		  mcb

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

PUBLIC NOTICE
The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Zeenat D/o Fayaz Ahmad Gojri R/o Pat-
tan Tehsil Pattan district baramulla with verified date of birth 
05/04/2017 occurred at SDH Pattan in this connection if any 
body having objection for issuance of said certificate he may 
contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection 
shall be entertained.
fko	 Sd

Naib Tehsildar Pattan

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

Sub office Anantnag

I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 10th, 
11th, 12th )under Roll No:. 101013001, 
2010370282, and 2010370280.Session: 
Year and Session 2024 ANL/REG, 2025 
ANL/REG , 2025 ANL/REG 
through the Jammu and Kashmir Board 
of School Education. Due to the error 
committed by the concerned School/Board/parent against 
my name, my Father's and Mother's Name as  FARHAAN 
ZAFFAR  Father's name  ZAFFAR AHMAD DAR , Mother Name: 
SAKEENA BANOO instead of  FARHAN ZAFFAR  Father's Name   
ZAFFAR HUSSAIN DAR  Mother's Name   SAKEENA AKTHER
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in 
the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education Sub 
office Anantnag, if any person has any objection in this 
regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant 
Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date 
of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 
Name of the Applicant : FARHAN ZAFFAR
Father's Name :  ZAFFAR HUSSAIN DAR
Mother's Name :  SAKEENA AKTHER
D.O.B. : 09-06-2008
Permanent Address : VEERI - BIJ - ANANTNAG
Contact No. : 6005784101	 fko_r

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Tilgam
Executive Magisrate 1st Class

 Subject: - Issuance of Registration orders in respect of delayed 
Birth/Death. 

Public Notice

 The registrar  Births and Deaths BDO   Pattan has submitted 
case file pertaining to DEATH of Sara Begum W/o Abdul Rahim 
Mir R/O Dardapora  Distt Baramulla having verified the date of 
birth as28-03-2025 and the event(Death) has been shown to 
be occurred atHome   .
 In this connection if anybody having any objection to the  issu-
ance of delay order of birth certificate shall submit his/hr claim 
to this office within  seven (7) days after that no objection shall 
be entertained
fko	  Naib Tehsildar

OFFICE OF THE NAIB 
TEHSILDAR KHANSAHIB 

SUBJECT: Application of MOHD YOUSF SOFI S/O  ALI MOHD 
SOFI R/O OMPORA  Tehsil BUDGAM District BUDGAM for issu-
ance of Legal Heir Certificate.

   PUBLIC NOTICE
The case of the above captioned applicant is under process for 
issuance of legal heir certificate. In this regard, report submit-
ted by patwari concerned reveals that the applicant's mother 
namely RATHI W/O ALI MOHD SOFI R/O OMPORA Tehsil & Dis-
trict BUDGAM has expired on 06-01-2019 (Death Certificate 
enclosed). The applicant's deceased Father has left behind the 
following legal Heirs:-

S. 
NO

NAME OF 
LEGAL HEIR

RELATION-
SHIP WITH 
DECEASED

AGE OCCUPA-
TION

MARTIAL 
STATUS

1 MOHD YOUSF 
SOFI

SON 56 SHOP-
KEEPER

MARRIED

2 ABDUL RASHID 
SOFI

SON 65 LABOUR MARRIED

3 MEHMOODA DAUGHTER 53 HOUSE-
WIFE

MARRIED

4 RAJA DAUGHTER 50 DEAF UN MARRIED
					   
	 In this context, objections are invited from general 
public regarding the issuance of requisite certificate in favour of 
the applicant. If anybody has any objection, he/she may sub-
mit his/her objections in this office within 07 days during office 
hours. No objection shall be entertained after the stipulated 
time period.
  			   NAIB TEHSILDAR HUMHAMA

Before The Hon'ble Court of Civil Judge 
Senior Division At Pattan.

In the case of :-
1.	 Mohd Ayoub Wani S/o Ab Ahad Wani
2.	 Kamran Ayoub S/o Mohd Ayoub Wani, both resi-
dents of village Mamoosa Pattan.

Caveators/Applicants
V/s

Public At Large
Non Caveators/Non applicants
In the matter of :- Caveat application under section 148A of CPC
The caveators most humbly submits as under,
 That the caveators/applicants are the permanent resident of 
UT of J&K and have every right to approach before this Hon'ble 
court.
That the caveators/applicants have an apprehension that the 
non caveators/ non applicants may file a false and frivolous 
suit against the caveators/applicants regarding survey No's 
1418 and 1419 situated at Mamoosa Pattan Baramulla.
That the caveators/applicants through the medium of this ap-
plication prays that let no order/motion be passed if the non 
caveators/non applicants presents any suit/interim applica-
tion before this Hon'ble Court unless the caveators/applicants 
are given an opportunity of being heard.
That rest of the grounds will be taken at the time of arguments.
Hence this application
In the premises it is therefore prayed that let no order/motion 
be passed if the non Caveators/ non applicants presents any 
suit/ interim application unless the caveators/ applicants are 
given a chance to present their case against the same.
Caveators/Applicants through counsel

Adv Mushtaq Ahmad Hurrah
fko	 Lic No. JK/533/21

inf


 0203040001356 




  







 0203030007581 










inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Showkat Hussain Ganie, S/o Mohd Baqir Ganie, R/o Mulshula, 
Budgam, PIN – 193411, hereby inform the general public that I 
have applied for the transfer/new electricity agreement in my 
name for Consumer No. 02060321254, which is presently in the 
name of my grandfather, Mohd Ibrahim Ganie.
If any person has any objection regarding the transfer of the 
said electricity agreement, they may submit the objection, 
along with supporting documents, to the concerned electricity 
department within 7 days from the date of publication of this 
notice. If no objection is received within the stipulated period, 
the department may proceed with the transfer/new agreement 
as per the applicable rules.

Showkat Hussain Ganie
S/o Mohd Baqir Ganie	 msl
R/o Mulshula, Budgam – 193411
Consumer no.02060321254 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Danish Ahmad Rather, S/o Bashir Ahmad Rather, R/o Dewa 
Pora Dardpora, Tehsil Tangmarg, District Baramulla, J&K (UT), 
hereby notify that the Birth Certificates of my children, namely 
(1) Ayesha Danish, born on 11-05-2020 at SDH Tangmarg, and 
(2) Burhan Ahmad Rather, born on 03-03-2022 at SDH Tang-
marg, could not be obtained within the prescribed time due to 
inadvertence.
No Birth Certificate has been issued earlier by any authority in 
respect of the above-mentioned children. I have now applied 
for issuance of their Birth Certificates before the Municipal 
Committee, Tangmarg for official purposes.
If any person has any objection regarding the issuance of the 
said Birth Certificates, he/she may file the same before the 
Executive Officer, Municipal Committee Tangmarg within 7 
days from the date of publication of this notice. No objection 
received thereafter shall be entertained.

Sd/-
Danish Ahmad Rather
R/o Dewa Pora Dardpora
Tehsil Tangmarg, District Baramulla	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to the General public  that my name   in my   
Aadher  Card bearing Aadhar No :- 8075 1097 9478  has  been  
wrongly mentioned as Aymun Jaan   instead of  Hoor Ul Ain  D/O. 
Mohammad  Yousuf Bhat .Now  I am applying for  its name  Cor-
rection in all official recard  as per  leagal  dacoments .if any-
body having any objection in this regard he/she may contact   
the same in the office of the  General Manager Ranbir Govt 
Press Jammu   within a period of seven days from the publica-
tion of this notice. No objection will be entertained after expiry 
of stipulated period.                                          
Hoor Ul Ain   
D/O. Mohammad  Yousuf Bhat    
R/O :- Ashpora     .
Tehsil :-  Qaziabad  Kralgund    Distt : Kupwara. 
Pin Code:- 193303 J&kashmir 	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Ms. Jamshida, daughter of Late  Gh. Rasool Dar, presently 
serving in the School Education Department, Kashmir Division, 
as Master, hereby notify the general public that I have applied 
for the rectification/change of my name in my official service 
records from "Jamsheeda Banoo/Jamshida Banoo" to "Jam-
shida".
This notice is being published for the information of the general 
public in connection with the proposed rectification/change of 
my name in the official service records.

Place: ____
Date: ____
(Jamshida)	 inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Sajad Hussain  Bhat S/o Gh Mohiuddin Bhat, R/o Diver 
Yakhmanpora, state that my Date of Birth is 07/07/2005
I am applying for my Birth Certificate. If anybody has any objec-
tion regarding my date of birth, he/she may file the objection in 
the office of Naib Tehsildar Khanpeth Singhpora within seven 
days from the publication of this notice. After that, no objection 
will be entertained.
Sajad Hussain Bhat
S/o : Gh Mohiuddin Bhat
R/o : Diver Yakhmanpora
Tehsil : Singhpora 	 aj

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir
e-mail: ddtreg123@gmail.com

Subject: Compliance with Guest Registration and Intimation to Local Police 
                 by Homestay Owners.

Reference:- Communication No. TSM-Estb/34/2024(CC No. 7500570) dated  25.06.2026.

CICULAR
                It is hereby notified for the information of all registered Homestay units functioning in Kashmir Division that they shall strictly 
adhere to the Homestay Guidelines issued by the Government from time to time and ensure their implementation in letter and spirit. 
Any violation of the prescribed guidelines or conditions of registration shall invite appropriate action under the relevant rules, includ-
ing suspension or cancellation of registration, besides any other action as warranted under law.

                                                                                                           Sd/-
                                                                                              Dy Director Tourism,

No  Reg/999/396/DTK                                                DIPK-3514/26            Date 21/07/2026               	 Registration
                                                                                              ( Prescribed Authority)

                                                                                         Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir

Government of Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer
Mechanical And Hospitals Division Handwara

E-mail, id, xenmhd-handwara@jk.gov.in
Tender Notice Inviting e-Tender

Government of Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

Mechanical and Hospitals Division Handwara 
E-mail, id, xenmhd-handwara@jk.gov.in  

 
 

Tender Notice Inviting e-Tender 

e-NIT No:  MHDH/TS/2026-27/e-NIT/34 
Date: 18/07/2026 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited from OEM/ authorized dealers of OEMs or 
registered/reputed/experienced firms with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the 
below mentioned work:  
S. No Name of Work Estimat

ed 
Cost 

(Rs. in 
Lacs) 

Cost of 
T/Doc. 

(In 
Rupees

) 

Earnest 
Money 
Deposit 

(In 
Rupees) 

Time 
of 

Comp
letion 

AAA Technical 
Sanction 

01. Annual Operation and Comprehensive 
Maintenance of Oxygen Generation 
Plants at SDH Kupwara for the year 
2026-27. 

35.32 2000 70640    365 
days Accorded Accorded 

 
Note:- 

 Position of funds: - Available with intending Department. 
 

1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the departmental website 
www.jktenders.gov.in from 20/07/2026 (18.00 hrs) and can be downloaded from 20/07/2026 (18.00 hrs). 

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site 21/07/2026 (10:00 hrs) to 01/08/2026 
(14:00hrs) in two (02) covers. 

3. Opening of Bids :- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 01/08/2026  at 16.00hrs 
 

. 
  
 
 
         Sd/- 
           Executive Engineer,     
                                  M&HD, Handwara 

 
No: MHDH/TS/1029-36 
Dated:- 18/07/2026      
Copy to: -  

1. Chief Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Engineering Department, Kashmir for information. 
2. Superintending Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Circle, Kashmir Srinagar information. 
3. Joint Director, Information Department, Srinagar for information with a request to get the enclosed gist of this e-NIT 

published in two leading local dailies well before the due date of NIT. 
4. Medical Superintendent SDH Kupwara for information. 
5. Assistant Executive Engineer Sub division 2nd for information 
6. AAO, M&HD Handwara for information. 
7. Head Assistant, MHD Handwara for information.  
8. Notice Board. 

 
 

Sd/-
 Executive Engineer,

 M&HD, Handwara
No: MHDH/TS/1029-36	 DIPK-3533/26 	 Dated:- 21/07/2026 
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 3: 54

ZUHR	 12:37

ASR	 5: 34
Magrib	 7: 43                                     
ISHA	 9: 19

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

07  Safar

1448

Dr. Farooq Calls for Audit of 
Srinagar Smart City Project

•	 1456 - Battle at Nandorfehervar (Belgrade): 
Hungarian army under Janos Hunyadi beats 
Sultan Murad II 

•	  1691 - Battle at Aghrim: English/Dutch army beats 
France 

•	  1731 - Spain signs Treaty of Vienna 
•	  1739 - Ottoman Empire defeats Austria at Crocyka 

(Krotzka) in Serbia & subsequently successfully 
laid seige to Belgrade 

•	  1793 - Alexander Mackenzie reaches the Pacific 
Ocean, becoming the first Euro-American to 
complete a transcontinental crossing of Canada. 

•	  1864 - Battle of Atlanta-Hood attacks Sherman, 
8,449 Confederate and 3,641 US soldiers die 

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir National Confer-
ence President Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah on Tuesday ex-
pressed profound grief over 
the loss of lives and wide-
spread destruction caused 
by the recent torrential 
rains, flash floods and land-
slides across Jammu and 
Kashmir, particularly in 
the Pir Panjal region.

In a statement issued 
from the party headquar-
ters, Nawa-e-Subha, Dr. 
Farooq said the unprec-
edented rainfall has trig-
gered a humanitarian cri-
sis, claiming many lives 
in Rajouri, Poonch, Doda 
and other districts, while 
causing extensive damage 
to homes, roads, bridges, 
public infrastructure, ag-
ricultural land and liveli-
hoods. Flash floods inun-
dated residential localities 
and markets, swept away 
vehicles, and landslides 
disrupted connectivity, 
severely affecting rescue 
and relief operations.

Describing the scale 
of devastation as enor-
mous, Dr. Farooq said the 
financial burden of relief, 
rehabilitation and recon-
struction cannot be borne 
by J&K government 
alone. He urged GoI to 
announce a comprehen-
sive and generous special 
relief package to facili-
tate the rehabilitation of 
affected families and the 
restoration of damaged 
infrastructure.

Recalling the inad-
equate assistance extended 
after previous flood disas-
ters in Jammu, he expressed 
hope that the Centre would 
respond more generously 
this time, commensurate 
with the magnitude of the 
present calamity.

Referring to the ex-
tensive waterlogging wit-
nessed across Srinagar 
during the recent rains, 
Dr. Farooq said the situ-
ation has raised serious 
concerns over the efficacy 
of the Smart City Project, 
which was executed un-
der the erstwhile unelect-
ed administration before 
the elected government 
assumed office.

 He called for an inde-
pendent, impartial tech-
nical and financial audit 
to examine the project's 
planning, execution, qual-
ity of work and adherence 
to prescribed engineer-
ing standards, saying the 
people have a right to know 
whether public funds were 
utilised efficiently and 
whether any lapses contrib-
uted to the city's vulnerabil-
ity to heavy rainfall.

"A thorough inquiry 
must ascertain whether 
public funds were utilised 
efficiently and whether 
deficiencies in planning 
or execution contributed 
to the city's inability to 
withstand heavy rainfall. 
If lapses are found, re-
sponsibility must be fixed 
and corrective measures 
undertaken without de-
lay," he said.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
ELECTRIC DIVISION-IIIRD, SHEREEN BAGH, SRINAGAR

     Tel- 0194-3510830                                        Email ID: -electricdivision3rd@rediffmail.com, electricdivision3rd@gmail.com

Notice Inviting Tender
e-NIT No.: - ED-III /08 of 2026-27				                                                   Dated: - 21-07-2026

 
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of Jammu and Kashmir, e-Tenders, (In Two Cover System) are hereby 
invited from reputed companies Registered with ROC of INDIA, Original Manufacturers or relevant class A 
registered electrical contractors/suppliers enlisted with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D and Inspection Agency of 
JKPDD, for “Creation of 200 kVA Substation for Providing of Electricity facility at Jammu University Campus at Rakhi 
Aarth falling under the jurisdiction of ESD Watalkadal ED 3rd (Turnkey Basis)” as details below: 
 

Name of the work. 
Tender 
Value 
(Lacs) 

EMD 
Cost of 
Tender 

Document 

Completion 
Period Status of funds 

Creation of 200 kVA Substation for Providing 
of Electricity facility at Jammu University 
Campus at Rakhi Aarth falling under the 
jurisdiction of ESD Watalkadal ED 3rd 
(Turnkey Basis) 

15.21 
2% of Tender 

value  
Rs. 30420.00 

Rs. 1000/- 20 days 
Available 

undedr District 
Capex Budget 

Budgam 

 
1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed 

to have been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard 
Bidding Document with full understanding of its implications by the bidder. 

2.  The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, download the e-
Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below: 

A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document/Sale of Bid 
Document (Start) 

The standard Bidding Document can be 
downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in from  

21-07-2026;  04:00 PM 
B Sale of Bid Document (End) 08-08-2026; 02:00 PM 
C Clarification start date 25-07-2026; 10:00 AM 
D Clarification End date 04-08-2026; 02:00 PM 

E e-Bid submission (start) date and time (Submission of e-tender fee, and other 
supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 25-07-2026; 10:00 AM 

F e-Bid submission (End) date and time Submission of e-tender fee, and other 
supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 08-08-2026; 04:00 PM 

G Hard copy of tender document Submission end date (along-with Original Copy 
of e-tender fee, Instruments and other supporting documents) 

Required for L1 only & to be submitted on or one 
day after opening of financial e-bid. 

H Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time 10-08-2026; 02:00 PM 

I Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the technically qualified 
bidders) 

Will be communicated to the technically qualified 
bidders 

J Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids Office of Executive Engineer ED-III, Sgr. 

K Cost of e-bid document. (Copy of treasury challan/receipt to be up-loaded 
with e-tender) 

Treasury Receipt of Rs. 1000.00/- (Rupees one 
Thousand only) 

 
No.: - ED-III/TS/       
Date: 21-07-2026                                                                                              Executive Engineer 

               Electric Division 3rd 
1.   

 DIPK – NB – 1153/26
DATED: 21-07-2026

OFFFICE OF THE  DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
SOCIAL FORESTRY DIVISION PULWAMA

NOTICE FOR e-AUCTION OF IDENTIFIED STANDING/FELLED/FALLEN TREES OF VARIOUS SPECIES 

e-Auction Notice No:01 OF 2026-27
Dated:- 21-07-2026

Name of Work: - Sale of Timber/Firewood from Standing/felled Trees of various species at different locations through e-Auction on “AS IT IS 
WHERE IT IS” basis. 

SECTION – I

It is hereby notified for information of Timber/Firewood Dealers and civil contractors duly registered with JK Government/Central Government/For-
est Department/FDC and registered on e-Auction India that Social Forestry Division Pulwama intends to carry out e-Auction (forward auction)  of 
“felling/ removal and sale of marked Poplar  Trees standing trees on “as it is, where  it is basis” as per  SF order No: 29 OF 2026, dated-19-05-2026, 
issued vide endorsement No-DIR/DSF/Estt/122-24, dated-19-05-2026 at below mentioned Plantation as per details given below:-

Name of   Plantation unit/ V.W. Lot 
with location

Period of inspec-
tion of Location 
trees

species No of trees Volume in 
(cft)

Fire wood in 
Quintals

EMD  
Amount(3% 
of basic cost of 
Timber In Rs

Remarks

Strip Plantation Marvel Chat-
tergam Canal

22-07-2026-23-
07-2026

Poplar 26 778.06 0 5000

Total 26 778.06 0 5000

Detailed auction document with terms and conditions are available on or can be seen / downloaded from the website eauction.gov.in. Bid docu-
ments containing qualifying criteria for bidders, schedule of advertised quantities, conditions and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the  
Website:- eauction.gov.in in as per schedule hereunder.
Time Schedule and Key details of the e-Auction

# Activity Date & Time/ particulars
1 e-Auction Publishing Date and Online Document upload start date             21.07.2026 at 10.00 hrs
2 CDR/FDR Instrument deposit and other related documents online upload End Date             23.07.2026 by or before 16.00 hrs
3 Document Approval Start Date 25.07.2026 from 9.10 hrs
4 Document Approval End Date  27.07.2026 from 18.00 hrs
5 Auction Start Date              28.07.2026 at 11.00 hrs
6 Auction End Date              28.07.2026 at 13.00 hrs
7 Declaration of Result 29.07.2026
8 Deposit of 25 % Down Payment/Security Deposit by H1 Bidder 01-08-2026 by or before 16.00 Hrs
9 Type of e-Auction Forward Auction
10 Lot Types Plantations as per location 
11 e-Auction Place eauction.gov.in
12 e-Auction Fee Rs.200 (Treasury Challan)payable TO Forest Revenue Head 

0406
13 EMD Deposit Rs. 5000
14 Payment Instrument (security deposit) CDR/FDR/Online Payment Mode (NEFT/RTGS)
15 Security Deposit Exemption Allowed to: 	 NO

Divisional Forest Officer
Social Forestry Division

                 Pulwama
  No.DFO/SF/Pul/Plg/336-344    
DIPK-3536/26	   Dated: 21-07-2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Tariq Ahmad Beigh, S/o Abdul Ahad Beigh, R/o Gulneelofar Kralweth, Tehsil 
Kunzer, District Baramulla, J&K (UT), hereby notify that the name of my ward 
has been wrongly recorded in Aadhaar Card bearing No. 7746 8555 2374 as 
“Musaveer Tariq Beigh”.
The correct name of my ward is “Mohammad Musa Beigh” as per the Birth Certifi-
cate record. I have applied for correction of the name in the Aadhaar record from 
“Musaveer Tariq Beigh” to “Mohammad Musa Beigh”.
If any person has any objection to this correction, he/she may file the same 
before the concerned Aadhaar/UIDAI authority within 7 days from the date of 
publication of this notice. No objection received thereafter shall be entertained.
Tariq Ahmad Beigh
R/o Gulneelofar Kralweth	 fko
Tehsil Kunzer, District Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Tufeal Ahmad Mir, S/o Mohd. Assadullah Mir, R/o Mamoosa, Pattan, Baramulla, 
have lost my Diploma in System Management (PT) Certificate, Certificate No. 
1283/RPC, issued by Royal Polytechnic College, Srinagar. If found, kindly return it 
to the undersigned with in a week  Otherwise, it shall be treated as null and void.
Tufail Ahmad Mir
Mobile:9622713848	 fko

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The District Administration 
of Srinagar on Tuesday issued a weath-
er advisory warning residents and 
tourists of heavy to intense rainfall 
across Jammu and Kashmir, including 
the summer capital, till July 23.

Citing forecasts from the India 
Meteorological Department and the 
Meteorological Centre Srinagar, the 
advisory urged people in landslide-
prone and high-altitude areas—in-
cluding Lidwas, Dagwan, Harwan, 

Dara, and Astanmarg—to remain 
alert and evacuate immediately if wa-
ter levels rise or signs of landslides 
are observed.

All shikara operations and recre-
ational boating on Dal Lake and Nige-
en Lake have been ordered suspended 
for the duration of the alert. Sand min-
ers along the River Jhelum have been 
strictly advised against mining or 
river-crossing activities until weather 
conditions are verified as safe.

The District Emergency Opera-
tion Centre has activated helpline 

numbers—9103998355, 9103998356, and 
9103998357—for public assistance. The 
Police Control Room can be reached at 
01942477567.

The advisory, as per KNS, has 
been circulated to the Divisional 
Commissioner, SSP Srinagar, SDRF, 
NDRF, and other line departments for 
necessary action.

"Citizens are requested to remain 
vigilant, follow official advisories, and 
cooperate with the district adminis-
tration in the interest of public safety," 
the order stated.

Heavy Rain Alert Issued for Srinagar; Shikara 
Boating Suspended on Dal, Nigeen Lakes

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Thirty senior In-
dian Forest Service (IFS) 
officers from 14 states are 
undergoing a five-day na-
tional training program at 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of Kashmir 
(SKUAST-K) on Artificial In-
telligence (AI) and emerging 
technologies for forest and 
wildlife conservation, rein-
forcing the University's grow-
ing role in technology-driven 
environmental governance.

The program, "Smart 
Conservation: Technologi-
cal Solutions for Forest and 
Wildlife Protection," is being 

organized by the Division of 
Basic Sciences and Humani-
ties, Faculty of Horticulture, 
SKUAST-K, in collaboration 
with the Research & Train-
ing Division of the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC), 
Government of India. 

Held from July 20 to 
24, it brings together se-
nior forest administrators, 
including Principal Chief 
Conservators of Forests 
(PCCFs), Conservators of 
Forests, Divisional Forest 
Officers (DFOs) and Assis-
tant Conservators of Forests 
(ACFs), for training in AI, 
Remote Sensing, Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS), 

drones, satellite monitoring 
and other digital tools for sus-
tainable forest governance.

The inaugural session 
was presided over by Vice 
Chancellor, SKUAST-K, 
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai, 
while Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests and Head 
of Forest Force, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Sarvesh Rai, at-
tended as the Guest of Honor.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Prof. Nazir Ah-
mad Ganai stressed that 
conservation in the 21st 
century requires the con-
vergence of forestry, agri-
cultural sciences, climate 
science, data analytics and 
digital technologies. 

SKUAST Trains IFS Officers in AI-led 
Forest & Wildlife Conservation

KO Photo : Abid Bhat
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Nature Strikes Back

A 
concrete building did not simply collapse into the Sukhnag 
River at Beerwah during this summer showers. It looked as 
though the river had reached out, seized the structure and 
dragged it back into its own channel.

Videos of the scene spread quickly, drawing disbelief, sympathy 
and outrage. Another feeling also surfaced. 

Many people admitted that the river had reclaimed the course that 
always belonged to it.
That image may become the defining picture of Kashmir’s summer of 2026.

People often treat floods, cloudbursts and intense rain as isolated 
disasters. This season tells a different story. 

Kashmir now lives through weather that grows harsher with ris-
ing temperatures in the Himalayas, while decades of reckless decisions 
have stripped away the landscape’s ability to absorb that shock. 

Climate change may bring the rain, but human choices decide how 
much damage follows.

Rivers have lost room to spread. Streams have narrowed beneath 
roads and buildings. Springs have vanished under concrete. Wetlands 
that once stored floodwater have turned into colonies, shopping areas 
and parking lots. Flood basins and flood channels now host homes, ho-
tels and commercial complexes that stand exactly where water always 
planned to return.

Experts warned about this path for years. Their reports rarely 
stopped another foundation from being poured.

Urban streets flooded within minutes this summer because drainage 
systems could no longer cope with water that once flowed into wetlands and 
open channels. Beerwah witnessed something even more striking. 

Nature removed a structure that people had placed in its path. 
That scene felt dramatic because people rarely imagine rivers as 

living systems with memory. Water remembers its course even after 
concrete tries to erase it.

Life in Kashmir has always included heavy rain. Earlier genera-
tions respected that reality by leaving space for rivers, streams and 
marshes. Today’s race for commercial expansion treats those natural 
boundaries as empty land waiting for construction. 

That mindset places families, businesses and public money directly 
in harm’s way.

A different future begins with a different relationship between 
people and the landscape. 

Wetlands should return to their original purpose without encroach-
ments. Riverbanks, flood channels and natural streams should regain 
the space that keeps settlements safe. 

Restoration belongs at the center of public policy, while local com-
munities accept the same responsibility instead of placing the entire 
burden on government agencies.

Memories of the 2014 floods faded quickly as construction returned 
to many of the same flood-prone locations. Another cycle of rebuilding 
in risky places would deepen a crisis already visible through this sum-
mer’s showers.

Sukhnag delivered a warning that words rarely match. Kashmir 
still has time to read it with humility, repair what human hands have 
altered and allow nature enough room to protect the valley once again
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Anuj Kumar Verma

H
eavy rains struck Rajouri and Poonch on July 19, 
2026, and the Dharhali River surged over its banks. 

The torrent swallowed the New Bus Stand area 
in Rajouri town, sweeping away dozens of houses 

and hundreds of vehicles. Twelve people died. A house col-
lapsed in the downpour and killed nine in one blow in Poonch. 

These losses join a grim tally that local authorities have 
watched accumulate for years.

The pattern repeats with punishing regularity. 
Last year’s monsoon season delivered over 150 deaths 

across Jammu and Kashmir and destroyed thousands of 
homes. Government figures confirm the scale: entire districts 
lost houses, livestock and crops. Bridges collapsed, roads 
washed out, and water systems failed. 

Recovery teams still distribute compensation while the 
same vulnerabilities sit exposed.

Floodwaters strike hardest where people have built di-
rectly into river channels and floodplains. Houses, shops and 
makeshift colonies crowd the banks of the Jhelum, Chenab, 
Tawi and their tributaries. 

When flows rise fast, these settlements vanish first under 
water or silt. 

In Jammu, unauthorized structures line the Nikki Tawi 
in areas such as Beli Charana, Gorkha Nagar, Bhagwati 
Nagar and Gujar Nagar. 

Each heavy rain turns them into casualties.
A study on Rajouri town documents the advance in stark 

numbers. Researchers tracked the Manawar Tawi riverbed 
and found extensive encroachment, especially on the edges of 
populated zones. 

Farming claims 107.86 hectares so far, but those plots 
convert to construction. Since 2003 the encroached area has 
grown fivefold to 93.43 hectares, much of it for buildings plant-
ed brazenly in the riverbed itself. 

Locals operate without fear of enforcement, and struc-
tures rise in full public glare.

Amid these violations, silt clogs spill channels that once 
handled far greater volumes. Wetlands that buffered peaks 
have shrunk, and Wular Lake has surrendered large stretch-
es of its storage capacity. Hokersar, Haigam and Shallabugh 
wetlands have also suffered degradation and intrusion. 

Authorities removed trees and some structures from Jhe-
lum embankments in 2025, but legal stays, political connec-
tions and informal claims protect hundreds more. 

Thousands of encroachments and illegal boundary walls 
persist along the Jhelum and tributaries in Srinagar, Baram-
ulla, Anantnag, Kupwara and Jammu districts. These ob-
structions narrow channels and block natural flow.

Riverbed mining compounds the damage. 
Unregulated extraction of sand and gravel deepens and 

destabilizes beds, sending worse surges downstream. Tree 
planting on embankments and later removal during clear-
ance drives further scramble water movement. 

The combined human pressure leaves rivers less able to 
absorb sudden rains.

Officials respond each time with evacuation crews, relief 

packets and public statements. The same weak spots remain 
for the next storm. 

Weather forecasts already flag fresh heavy rain risks in 
coming weeks. Without structural change, the cycle tightens.

Administrators hold the tools to break it. They must map 
every encroachment on riverbanks and floodplains throughout 
the Union Territory and flag the most hazardous sites first. 

Families on clearly dangerous ground need relocation 
to safer land at subsidized rates, plus compensation for lost 
structures and help rebuilding livelihoods. 

Authorities must refuse regularization of unauthorized 
floodplain colonies and demolish them where law demands. 

Bans on illegal riverbed mining require real patrols and 
steep penalties. Engineers can desilt choked channels, re-
vive key wetlands and strengthen embankments and bridges 
against stronger flows. 

Coordinated reforestation in catchment zones, designed 
with local input and species that anchor soil without pinching 
rivers, would restore balance.

The deaths in Rajouri and Poonch, added to last year’s 
toll, demonstrate how floods become disasters through place-
ment and neglect. 

Natural rain meets weakened rivers and crowded banks, 
but preparation can replace helplessness. 

Swift mapping, strict enforcement, wetland restoration 
and targeted resettlement protect lives and property. Contin-
ued tolerance for encroachment guarantees the next surge 
will claim more victims in the same places. 

The rivers keep rising, the question is whether gover-
nance will finally rise to meet them. 

— 
The author can be reached at 

wethehuman2018@gmail.com. 

Rivers Remember
Deadly floods in Rajouri and Poonch expose how officials tolerate illegal 

building on riverbanks while communities bear the repeated cost.

Thousands of 
encroachments and illegal 
boundary walls persist along the 
Jhelum and tributaries in Srinagar, 
Baramulla, Anantnag, Kupwara 
and Jammu districts. These 
obstructions narrow channels and 
block natural flow.

Mohammad Amin Mir 

K
ashmir faces floods that grow 
more destructive with each 
heavy downpour. 

Government teams issue 
alerts, close schools, and mobilize re-
sponders whenever satellites spot in-
tense rain. 

But the waters still surge into 
homes, markets, and fields. 

Technology delivers precise warn-
ings, yet the disasters intensify because 
people have seized the rivers’ space. 

Encroachment on the Jhelum, its 
tributaries, streams, wetlands, and flood-
plains stands as the central driver that 
turns manageable rain into catastrophe. 

Restoration of these waterways pro-
vides the only path to genuine safety.

A century ago, land records cap-
tured a valley where natural systems 
worked unhindered. 

Rivers flowed in wide channels, 
floodplains stayed open, wetlands 
soaked up excess water and released it 
gradually, and streams carried runoff 
without blockage. 

Heavy rains occurred then as they 
do now, but widespread urban flooding 
remained rare. Riverbanks command-
ed respect, people built away from vul-
nerable zones, and agricultural lands 
absorbed surges. 

The balance held firm, and commu-
nities thrived.

That balance has collapsed now. 
Population growth, rapid city ex-

pansion, and lax enforcement spawned 
widespread illegal construction. Build-
ings, shops, boundary walls, and roads 
advanced into riverbeds. Operators 
filled sections of the Jhelum, narrow-
ing its width and dumping debris along 
its banks. 

Solid waste accumulated, tribu-
taries shrank into choked drains, and 
many nallahs vanished beneath unau-
thorized structures or roads. Wetlands 
shrank under residential colonies and 
commercial projects. Flood spill chan-
nels disappeared, and rainwater lost its 
natural outlets and poured instead into 
populated areas.

The Jhelum once served as Kash-
mir’s backbone. It sustained agricul-
ture, fisheries, tourism, transportation, 
and drinking water for centuries. Its 
historic width and connected flood-
plains handled seasonal rises. 

But today, continuous encroach-

ments reduce its capacity. 
When rains arrive, the constricted 

river cannot discharge excess flow. Wa-
ter levels climb fast, tributaries feed the 
problem, while blocked or narrowed 
streams cause upstream backups and 
localized inundation. 

These smaller channels discharge 
into the main river. Obstruct them, and 
the entire system fails.

Wetlands once acted as giant sponges 
across the valley. They absorbed massive 
volumes during downpours and eased 
pressure on rivers. Their loss through 
filling, pollution, and construction leaves 
floodwaters with nowhere to go. 

Every acre converted to built-up 
land heightens vulnerability. Urban 
growth in Srinagar and other cities ig-
nored drainage patterns. 

Colonies rose on former marsh-
lands, roads altered water flow, and 
storm drains proved inadequate. 

The result appears with painful 
clarity during every major rain.

Climate change contributes 
heavier rainfall, glacier melt, and er-
ratic storms. Scientists document these 
shifts worldwide, and Kashmir feels 
them. But climate alone fails to explain 
the scale of recent destruction. 

Nature supplies the rain, but hu-
man decisions create the disaster. 

Narrowed rivers amplify moder-
ate events into severe floods. Vanished 
wetlands eliminate natural storage. 
Blocked drains guarantee urban chaos, 
while encroachment multiplies the im-
pact of every storm.

Forecasting tools have advanced 
dramatically. Satellites, Doppler ra-
dars, numerical models, and real-time 

monitoring provide accurate predic-
tions. Authorities issue timely advi-
sories and activate emergency plans. 
These steps save lives and merit praise, 
but forecasts only buy preparation 
time. They cannot restore lost capacity 
in rivers or replace wetlands. 

Government advisories address 
symptoms while the root causes remain. 

The Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court has repeatedly directed removal 
of encroachments from water bodies 
to protect lives, property, and ecology. 
Those orders serve the public inter-
est and demand coordinated follow-
through from revenue officials, irriga-
tion departments, municipal bodies, 
and others.

Citizens share equal responsibility. 
Many encroachments begin with 

private actions, like walls extended into 
streams, debris dumped in nallahs, and 
wetlands filled for plots. Thousands of 
small violations accumulate into sys-
temic failure. 

Voluntary removal of illegal struc-
tures would save public resources and 
shield communities. 

The notion that such occupation 
equals development misleads. Sustain-
able progress improves welfare without 
destroying natural systems. 

Encroachment shifts costs forward: 
repeated floods destroy roads, bridges, 
schools, businesses, orchards, and crops. 
Tourism drops, relief spending climbs, 
families lose savings, and restoration 
costs far less than endless recovery.

Biodiversity suffers too. 
Wetlands host migratory birds, riv-

ers support fish and aquatic species, 
and vegetation stabilizes banks. Dis-

ruption degrades water quality, reduc-
es fish stocks, and harms livelihoods. 

International examples show suc-
cess through different routes. 

Countries reopened floodplains, re-
stored wetlands, relocated structures, 
and created parks. Kashmir can adapt 
these strategies to local conditions.

Effective enforcement requires 
consistent application of existing laws. 
Regular surveys with satellite imagery, 
drones, and GIS detect new violations. 
Penalties deter offenders while trans-
parent, humane rehabilitation address-
es genuine hardship. 

Communities must join as partners. 
Village groups, residents’ associations, 
schools, religious bodies, and youth can 
run awareness drives, cleaning efforts, 
plantations, and monitoring. 

Education plays a vital role. Stu-
dents need field experience with local 
rivers and ecosystems through clubs, 
projects, and campaigns. Future devel-
opment demands hydrological studies, 
environmental assessments, floodplain 
mapping, and integrated planning. 

No project should proceed without 
accounting for natural drainage.

Technology aids conservation 
when applied properly. Digital records, 
remote sensing, and artificial intelli-
gence help track river health and spot 
problems early. 

Public mindset forms the decisive 
factor. Individuals must weigh person-
al convenience against collective risk. 
Media outlets expose violations, edu-
cate audiences, and push accountabil-
ity. Coordinated action across govern-
ment agencies and civil society tackles 
the interconnected challenge.

Kashmir holds extraordinary natu-
ral assets in its rivers, lakes, wetlands, 
and forests. Protecting them invests in 
safety, stability, and prosperity. 

River restoration must become a 
broad civic effort. Removal of encroach-
ments protects rather than punishes. 

The valley’s waterways sustained 
civilization for generations. They need 
space to flow freely again. 

Determined steps, like full surveys, 
court order implementation, scientific 
restoration, stronger laws, community 
involvement, and long-term planning, 
can slash flood risks. 

The alternative grows clearer with 
each alert: continued encroachment 
guarantees worse outcomes. 

The Jhelum and its network ask only 
for room to function as nature designed. 

Kashmir must give it to them. 

 The author is a policy commentator 
and legal researcher based in Jammu 

& Kashmir. He can be reached at mira-
min354@gmail.com.

Free Blocked Waterways
Human hands have narrowed the Jhelum and its 

tributaries, multiplying flood damage even as forecasts 
sharpen and preparations mount.

International examples show success 
through different routes. Countries reopened 
floodplains, restored wetlands, relocated structures, 
and created parks. Kashmir can adapt these 
strategies to local conditions.
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Kashmir’s 
ageing 
population is 
still missing 
from most 
policy debates. 
But its impact is 
already visible in 
women’s lives, 
labour patterns, 
and family stress. 

I RETURNED HOME AND SAT ON THE GRASS STRAW MAT 
IN MY KITCHEN. I placed the rotis beside me and stared at 
the empty space where plastic usually lay. If I had taken a bag, 

it would sit in a bin, or burn in a yard, or sleep beneath the soil.

A Village Wrapped in Plastic
Morning beauty meets modern waste as a resident confronts the 

growing footprint of disposable convenience on the fringes of Wullar Lake.

A. R. Matahanji

After Fajr, I stepped onto my 
wooden porch and breathed 
in the morning. A blue-grey 

mist rested on the houses, settling 
into their curves and corners. The 
scene carried an old beauty, shaped 
by time and habit, the sort of morn-
ing people speak of with pride.

For a moment, the village seemed 
held together by light and prayer.

Then my eyes dropped.
In the gaps of stone walls, inside 

thorny bushes, and along the nar-
row gutter, scraps of colour waited 
to be seen. Wrappers lay folded 
and tired. Bits of plastic caught on 
thorns trembled with the air. The 
beauty still stood, but something 
had crept into it, something sharp 
and out of place.

An elderly neighbour walked 
past, returning from the bakery. 
His hair had faded to grey, and his 
steps carried the memory of de-
cades spent on these lanes. In his 
hand hung a thin blue plastic bag. 
Inside, fresh rotis released steam, 
fogging the plastic from within. It 
was a sight repeated every morning 
in every home.

Bread carried home, hunger an-
swered, and life moving forward.

For him, the bag meant ease, 
clean hands, and a simple so-
lution. As he passed me, the 
bag swung lightly at his side. 
I watched it and felt a strange 

weight settle in my chest.
That thin blue skin began to look 

like a layer slowly spreading over 
the village.

The sun climbed higher and 
reached the square. I stepped down 
from the porch and started walking. 
My boots met gravel, but they also 
met something else.

Dry plastic cracked underfoot, 
mixed with dust and earth. The 
sound followed me with each step.

I walked toward the heart of the 
mohalla, keeping my eyes on the 
ground. Every few steps, something 
appeared. The torn corner of a chips 
packet. Long strands of a polythene 
bag. A bottle cap pressed into the 
soil. A used baby diaper left to swell 
and fade.

These objects had settled into 
the earth, as if the ground itself had 
learned to wear a plastic coat.

The bakery stood ahead, a low 
stone room warmed by the fire in-
side. Heat from the tandoor rolled 
into the street. Manzoor Sahib 
worked with skilled hands and 
sharp focus. He pulled rotis from the 
clay walls and slipped them straight 
into plastic bags.

One after another, the motion 
flowed without thought.

I joined the line. Money passed 
from hand to hand. Bread passed 
back wrapped in plastic. The ex-
change moved smoothly, like a habit 
polished over years.

“Salam,” the baker said, reaching 
for a bag. “Ten rotis today?”

I looked at the pile of bags on the 
counter. They shimmered faintly, 
waiting for their brief purpose. “I 
brought my own cloth bag,” I said. 
“You can put them in here.”

His hand stayed in the air. 
Confusion crossed his face, then 
faded. He nodded. “As you wish,” he 
said. “It is more work for you. You 
will have to wash it.”

He placed the rotis into my cloth 
wrap. The warmth spread through 
the fabric. When I stepped out-
side, the weight in my hands felt 

different.
The street told another story. 

Some early birds walked past hold-
ing packets of chips. Women re-
turned from the market, arms full 
of bags in bright colours. Red for to-
matoes. Yellow for onions. Green for 
spinach. Plastic moved through the 
morning with confidence, woven 
into every task.

As I walked home, my thoughts 
sharpened. Those bags were made 
from high-density polyethylene, a 
material built to last centuries. They 
served a journey that lasted min-
utes. The distance from the bakery 
to my kitchen measured three hun-
dred meters. For those few steps, the 
land received something it would 
carry far longer than any of us.

Near the edge of the village, a 
small stream cut through the earth. 
Its water travelled onward to Wullar 
Lake, the largest freshwater lake in 
Asia. Water shaped this place. It 
gave Bandipora the word “Aab” in 
its name. In the center, the stream 
looked clean. Along the banks, plas-
tic ruled.

It clung to rocks like false growth. 

It wrapped around the roots of wil-
low and poplar trees, tightening 
its grip. A used diaper sat wedged 
against a stone, heavy with water 
and waste. Sunlight caught its plas-
tic skin and turned it bright.

This damage built itself through 
daily habits. Small choices repeated 
until they formed a pattern.

Standing there, a cold knot 
formed in my stomach. I had be-
lieved I cared for the land. That 
belief thinned under the weight of 
what I saw.

I returned home and sat on the 
grass straw mat in my kitchen. 
I placed the rotis beside me and 
stared at the empty space where 
plastic usually lay. If I had taken a 
bag, it would sit in a bin, or burn in a 
yard, or sleep beneath the soil.

I thought of my family, neigh-
bours, and the whole mohalla. Five 
bags per house each day. The num-
bers rose quickly in my head. The 
image that followed felt heavy.

I opened my notebook, the one 
used for household expenses. On a 
blank page, I wrote a heading: The 
Daily Count. The words stood plain 
and firm. Vague concern no longer 
felt enough. I wanted numbers that 
spoke clearly. I wanted to see my 
own role without comfort or excuse.

The kitchen held the early morn-
ing stillness. My pen scratched 
against paper. Outside the window, 
a plastic bag hung caught in the 
branches of a willow tree. It flapped 
and twisted, held fast. The sight 
stayed with me.

That bag felt like a signal.
Before speaking for the lake or 

the fields, I had work to do at my 
own door. I began to count. What 
the numbers would show remained 
unknown. Once written down, they 
would shape how I saw this village 
forever.

    The author hails from a village 

on the fringes of Wullar Lake in 

Bandipora and can be reached at 

saltafrasool@yahoo.com.

The Age of Care
Migration, low fertility, and longer life expectancy are redefining Kashmir’s households. 

A locally rooted care economy can turn this challenge into an opportunity.

Aksa Muzamil

In a Srinagar neighbourhood, an el-
derly woman begins her day alone. 
Her children work in the Gulf, and 

call when they can. She relies on 
neighbours and routine for meals, 
medicines, and errands.

Stories like hers are no longer rare, 
whether in city lanes or rural villages.

As young people leave Kashmir for 
work, parents and grandparents are 
left behind. Public conversations of-
ten focus on youth unemployment, 
while older residents are barely 
noticed.

But beyond buzz and brouhaha, a 
silent shift is happening in the valley, 
reshaping family life, work, and care.

Jammu and Kashmir is living lon-
ger and having fewer children. People 
aged 60 and above made up about 8 to 
9 percent of the population in 2023.

By 2036, this share is expected to 
rise to nearly 15 percent.

Youth migration speeds this up, 
leaving fewer working adults at 
home.

Falling birth rates make things 
harder.

At roughly 1.4 children per woman, 
Kashmir is well below what is needed 
to replace its population.

Even if fewer young people left, 
smaller families would still leave few-
er hands to look after older parents.

Unemployment pushes this cycle 
further. More than 370,000 young 

people were registered as unem-
ployed by November 2025. Many 
move to big cities or abroad.

The result is a thinning middle 
layer.

The valley is slowly filling with 
children and the elderly, while work-
ing-age adults disappear.

Care for older people falls almost 
entirely on families. This creates a 
trap.

Care work is unpaid and demand-
ing. At the national level, such work 
is valued at between 7.5 and 15 per-
cent of GDP. Experts estimate that in-
vesting in care services could create 
about 11 million jobs in India.

This, for Kashmir, means local jobs 

that cannot be outsourced and do not 
need heavy industry.

Women bear most of this burden. 
They leave paid work or education to 
look after ageing parents.

A structured care economy could 
turn what women already do into 
paid, recognised work with income 
and social protection.

Today, elder care in Kashmir barely 
exists as a service. Old-age homes 
are rare. Assisted living and trained 
home-care workers are even rarer. 
Health care focuses on short-term 
illness, rather than long-term con-
ditions like arthritis, dementia, or 
diabetes.

Families pay the price, financially 

and emotionally.
Social isolation adds another 

strain. Studies show that about 13.4 
percent of older people report fre-
quent or severe loneliness. This links 
closely with chronic illness and rising 
medical costs.

Loneliness often shows up in hospi-
tal visits and poor health.

Full-time old-age homes remain 
unpopular due to social norms. But 
there are middle options.

Senior day-care centres, local so-
cial clubs, and community hubs can 
offer company and care during the 
day while letting elders stay in their 
own homes.

Ignoring this sector is a lost chance. 

Care work creates steady jobs rooted 
in local communities. It suits a region 
with few factories and limited private 
industry. It also keeps young people 
closer to home.

Simple steps can unlock this 
potential.

Caregiver cooperatives can train 
unemployed youth, especially wom-
en, in home-based elder services. 
Community centres can become se-
nior day spaces with basic health sup-
port and volunteer networks.

Startups can help too. Platforms 
can link migrant children with trust-
ed local companions for their parents. 
Technology can support care without 
replacing human contact.

The J&K Startup Policy 2024-27 
aims to support 2,000 new ventures. 
Care-focused startups should be 
clearly included, from simple health 
apps to elder-friendly devices.

Money makes this possible. 
Through silver bonds, non-resident 
Kashmiris can fund local elder care 
and help parents from afar.

Diaspora Care Credits offer an-
other idea. A small, voluntary levy 
on remittances could be converted 
into care hours for parents. Migrants 
could track services digitally, while 
money flows into local jobs. Similar 
systems already work in countries 
like the Philippines.

Kashmir’s ageing population is still 
missing from most policy debates. 
But its impact is already visible in 
women’s lives, labour patterns, and 
family stress.

Building a care economy is not only 
about treating elders well. It is essen-
tially about fixing a gap in how the 
valley plans its future. If ignored, this 
gap will only grow.

The time to act is now.

— The author is an M.A. Economics 

student at the Islamic University of 

Science and Technology (IUST).

She can be reached at

 aksamuzamil96@gmail.com.
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NC Urges Centre to Declare Rajouri, Poonch Floods a National Disaster
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The National 
Conference on Tuesday urged 
the Central government to de-
clare the flash flood devasta-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Rajouri and Poonch districts a 
national disaster and announce 

a comprehensive relief package 
for affected families.

The demand was made by 
the party's Jammu provincial 
president, Rattan Lal Gupta, 
who described the widespread 
destruction caused by heavy 
rains, flash floods and land-
slides as a "humanitarian crisis" 

requiring immediate national 
intervention.

Expressing grief over the loss 
of lives and property, Gupta said 
the scale of devastation war-
ranted the deputation of a cen-
tral team to assess the damage 
and facilitate relief measures.

"The people of Rajouri and 

Poonch have suffered im-
mense loss. This is not merely 
a regional disaster but a trag-
edy of national significance. 
The Government of India must 
declare it a national disaster and 
extend every possible support to 
help the affected people rebuild 
their lives," he said.

Gupta also sought adequate 
compensation for the families of 
those killed, financial assistance 
for rebuilding damaged homes 
and businesses, and speedy res-
toration of essential infrastruc-
ture in the affected districts.

Since Sunday, rain-related 
incidents have claimed 23 

lives across the Jammu region, 
while seven people remain 
missing. Poonch has been the 
worst affected, with 17 deaths 
and six persons missing, fol-
lowed by Rajouri with three 
deaths and one missing. Three 
people also lost their lives in 
Doda district.

The National Conference 
leader also praised the Omar 
Abdullah-led Jammu and 
Kashmir government for its re-
sponse to the crisis, saying the 
administration acted promptly 
by mobilising rescue teams, se-
nior officials and relief machin-
ery to the affected areas.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Flood Fury Deepens
Department warned of more heavy rainfall 

till July 23.
All major pilgrimages, including the 

Amarnath Yatra, Mata Vaishno Devi Yatra, Shiv 
Khori Yatra and Machail Mata Yatra, remained 
suspended for the third consecutive day be-
cause of persistent rainfall, landslides and the 
heightened threat of flash floods.

The Kashmir Valley witnessed widespread 
rainfall, with intense showers causing rivers 
and streams to swell dangerously.

In Budgam district's Beerwah town, the 
Sukhnag stream overflowed after heavy rainfall 
in the upper reaches, triggering flood-like con-
ditions that swept away several shops, includ-
ing portions of a municipal shopping complex 
near the main bus stand.

Floodwaters also washed away the Sukhnag 
Diversion, damaged a newly constructed bridge 
and eroded embankments along the stream.

A temporary alternative road serving as the 
only link connecting Beerwah with Budgam 
and Khansahib was extensively damaged, dis-
rupting vehicular movement, while a drink-
ing water supply pipeline was also damaged, 
affecting potable water supply to several 
localities.

Residents urged the administration to re-
store connectivity, repair the damaged water 
supply network and strengthen flood protec-
tion measures. Officials said an assessment of 
the damage was underway.

In neighbouring Khag area, a man identi-
fied as Shabir Ahmad Poswal, a resident of 
Drang village, was swept away near Gujarpati. 
Officials said he was feared dead and search 
teams were continuing efforts to trace him.

Water levels also rose sharply in streams 
flowing through Tangmarg in Baramulla dis-
trict, inundating several houses and damaging 
agricultural and horticultural land.

Jammu Continues to Reel
Heavy rainfall lashed Jammu city and several 

parts of the region for the third consecutive 
day, inundating roads, disrupting traffic and af-
fecting normal life.

According to the Meteorological Department, 
Katra recorded the highest rainfall at 107.1 mm 
during the 24-hour period ending Tuesday 
morning, followed by Poonch (61.5 mm), Reasi 
(54.5 mm), Rajouri (49 mm) and Jammu city 
(35 mm).

Heavy rainfall caused widespread water-
logging across Jammu city, with overflowing 
drains and nallahs raising concerns in low-ly-
ing areas. Residents reported rainwater enter-
ing homes and shops in several localities.

In Kathua district, two persons stranded in 
the middle of Bhini Nallah, a tributary of the 
Ujh River, were rescued by police and SDRF 
personnel after swift action.

The district received over 100 mm of rainfall, 
causing almost all rivers and streams to over-
flow. The Ujh River crossed the evacuation level 
at Panjtirthi, inundating low-lying areas, while 
waterlogging was reported along stretches of 
the Jammu-Pathankot National Highway.

The Tawi and Chenab rivers were also flow-
ing close to the alert level.

Hundreds Rescued, Search Continues
Rescue and relief operations continued 

across the worst-hit districts of Rajouri and 
Poonch.

Officials said more than 230 people had been 
rescued from flood-affected areas in Rajouri 
district, while nearly 450 displaced residents 
were being accommodated in relief centres 
equipped with food, drinking water, bedding, 
healthcare and other essential facilities.

Deputy Commissioner Rajouri Abhishek 
Sharma said over 100 vehicles had been 
washed away in flash floods while restoration 
of roads, power supply and drinking water was 
being undertaken on a war footing.

Search operations entered the third consec-
utive day in Surankote area of Poonch, where 
police and National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) teams continued efforts to trace the 
seven persons reported missing since Sunday's 
flash floods and landslides.

In another incident, a 60-year-old man was 
injured after his mud house collapsed in Arai 
village of Mandi area and was shifted to the 
district hospital for treatment.

The Jammu-Poonch National Highway re-
mained closed after a landslide at Shiendra 
Maidana in Surankote, while several highways 
and link roads across the region continued to 
be affected by landslides, mudslides and shoot-
ing stones.

Administration on High Alert
Divisional Commissioner Jammu Ramesh 

Kumar and Inspector General of Police Bhim 
Sen Tuti visited flood-hit areas of Poonch to re-
view rescue, relief and restoration works.

The Divisional Commissioner directed offi-
cials to expedite restoration of essential servic-
es, assess damage and ensure timely assistance 
to affected families.

Managing Director of Jammu Power 
Development Corporation Limited (JPDCL) 
Gurpal Singh also inspected damaged power 
infrastructure in Rajouri and Poonch and re-
viewed restoration work on the 33 KV Doongi-
Keri transmission line.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha said res-
cue and relief operations were underway at the 
highest level and assured affected families of 
all possible assistance.

He said he had spoken to senior officials and 
deputy commissioners of Rajouri and Poonch 
to review the damage caused by heavy rain, 
flash floods and landslides.

"Our focus is on reopening key roads and 
restoring power and water supply. Out of 435 
damaged roads, 356 have already been re-
stored," the Lieutenant Governor said.

He added that teams of the SDRF, NDRF, 
Army, BRO, NHAI, J&K Police and Civil Defence 
were working in coordination while quick re-
sponse teams remained deployed in vulnerable 
areas.

Government Steps Up Relief
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, who has been 

monitoring the situation through back-to-back 
review meetings, announced an ex gratia of ₹6 
lakh for the next of kin of each person killed in 
the rain-related incidents.

The assistance comprises ₹4 lakh from 
the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) and 
₹2 lakh from the Chief Minister's Relief Fund 
(CMRF).

The Chief Minister also deputed Ministers 
Javed Ahmed Rana and Satish Sharma to 
Rajouri and Poonch to supervise relief and 
rehabilitation efforts and ensure timely assis-
tance reaches affected families.

During his visit to Rajouri, Satish Sharma in-
spected damaged infrastructure, relief camps 
and restoration works, assuring displaced fam-
ilies that the government would extend every 
possible assistance until normalcy is restored.

More Rain Forecast
The Meteorological Department said mod-

erate rainfall continued across many parts 
of Kashmir, with isolated heavy to intense 
showers over Budgam, Kupwara, Baramulla, 
Ganderbal, parts of south Kashmir and the 
Chenab Valley.

The weather office warned of intense show-
ers, thunderstorms, flash floods, landslides, 
mudslides, shooting stones and rising water 
levels in rivers and streams over the next two 
days.

Authorities have advised people to avoid un-
necessary travel, stay away from rivers, nallahs 
and landslide-prone areas, and strictly follow 
official advisories as Jammu and Kashmir brac-
es for another spell of heavy rain.

Relief Operations 
at the highest level in the rain-battered dis-

tricts of Jammu, asserting the Centre has as-
sured all possible help to the affected people.

"Many lives have been lost due to heavy 
rains in Poonch and Rajouri which is extremely 
unfortunate. Rescue and relief operations are 
underway at the highest level. The administra-
tion, SDRF, NDRF, and police are all active on 
the ground," the LG told reporters on the side-
lines of a valedictory function of the 100-day 
'Nasha Mukt J-K' campaign here.

At least 23 people have been killed and sev-
en others are missing in rain-related incidents 
in Poonch, Rajouri and Doda districts since 
Sunday.

Sinha said immediate assistance is being 
provided by the administration to the affected 
families.

"Most bodies have been recovered, and ef-
forts are on to search for those who are still 
missing," he said.

The LG assured the affected families that the 
government and the administration stand with 
them with full sensitivity.

"The (Union) Home Minister also called 
and assured that all possible help from the 
Government of India will be provided. I believe 
that the administration officials on the ground 
are working with complete responsibility," he 
added.

On the 100-day 'Nasha Mukt' J-K campaign, 
Sinha said the administration has created a 
rehabilitation plan for the persons affected by 
drug menace.

"During this 100-day drive, individuals af-
fected by drug addiction were identified, and 
a permanent rehabilitation policy is being pre-
pared. Based on this, the campaign will con-
tinue in the future as well," he said.

Kashmir On
to remain prepared. We have activated 24x7 

control rooms across Kashmir to monitor the 
situation and ensure a prompt response wher-
ever required," he said.

The Divisional Commissioner said field offi-
cers have been instructed to maintain constant 
surveillance in vulnerable areas and take time-
ly preventive measures to minimise any loss of 
life or damage to property.

Referring to the ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra, Garg said all decisions regarding the 
movement of pilgrims and conduct of the an-
nual pilgrimage would be taken strictly in ac-
cordance with weather advisories issued by 
the India Meteorological Department (IMD).

"The safety and well-being of pilgrims re-
mains our highest priority. Every decision 
regarding the Yatra will be based on the pre-
vailing weather conditions and official IMD 
forecasts," he said.

The Amarnath Yatra has remained suspend-
ed for the past three days due to persistent 
rainfall, landslides and the heightened risk of 
flash floods.

The Divisional Commissioner urged resi-
dents and pilgrims to remain vigilant and rely 
only on official advisories for weather-related 
information.

Appealing to people not to pay heed to ru-
mours, he said the administration was contin-
uously monitoring the evolving weather situa-
tion and would issue timely updates whenever 
required.

Authorities have already advised the public 
to avoid unnecessary travel, stay away from 

rivers, streams, nallahs and landslide-prone 
areas, as the Meteorological Department has 
forecast more spells of rain and thundershow-
ers across Jammu and Kashmir over the next 
two days.

Landslides Disrupt
and Ramban districts triggered mudslides 

and shooting stones at multiple locations along 
the highway, particularly near Sharda Mata 
Mandir and Thara, affecting traffic movement 
and posing a risk to commuters.

Road clearance teams, assisted by the 
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), 
traffic police and other agencies, were deployed 
to remove debris and restore smooth move-
ment on the strategic highway. Authorities 
advised commuters to check the latest traffic 
updates before undertaking their journey.

Meanwhile, a separate landslide was re-
ported in the Nograta Saldhar area of Rajouri 
district, where continuous rainfall caused mud 
and rocks to slide onto roads, disrupting local 
connectivity. No casualties were reported.

The incidents come amid a weather alert is-
sued by the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD), which has forecast very heavy rainfall 
accompanied by thunderstorms, lightning, 
flash floods and landslides in several districts 
of the Jammu region, including Jammu, Reasi, 
Udhampur, Poonch, Rajouri, Samba, Kathua, 
Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban.

Authorities have urged people to avoid un-
necessary travel, particularly through land-
slide-prone stretches and hilly roads, and 
advised residents to stay away from rivers, 
streams and other flood-prone areas while fol-
lowing advisories issued by district adminis-
trations and disaster management authorities.

The ongoing wet spell has caused wide-
spread damage across parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir over the past few days, with flash 
floods, landslides and cloudbursts damaging 
houses, roads, bridges, agricultural land and 
other public infrastructure.

Emergency response agencies remain on 
alert, while restoration teams continue to 
monitor vulnerable locations to ensure the 
timely reopening of roads and the safety of 
commuters

Fresh Weather
According to an advisory issued by the Office 

of the District Magistrate, Srinagar, the alert is 
in continuation of the weather advisory issued 
on July 19. The Meteorological Centre, Srinagar, 
has predicted heavy to intense rainfall over the 
next two days, prompting the administration 
to step up precautionary measures across the 
district.

Residents, particularly those living in high-
altitude and landslide-prone areas including 
Lidwas, Dagwan, Mamnaith Top, Mulnar, Fakir 
Gujri, Harwan, Gandtal, Dara and Astanmarg, 
have been advised to remain alert and shift to 
safer locations if they notice rising water levels, 
landslides or any other imminent threat.

The administration also advised tourists, vis-
itors and Shikara operators to suspend boating 
and recreational activities on Dal and Nigeen 
lakes during the weather alert to prevent any 
untoward incidents. Sand miners operating 
along the River Jhelum and other water bodies 
have been directed not to undertake mining or 
river-crossing activities unless weather condi-
tions and water levels are confirmed to be safe.

To facilitate emergency response, the District 
Emergency Operation Centre (DEOC), Srinagar, 
has activated dedicated WhatsApp helplines 
at 9103998355, 9103998356 and 9103998357, 
while the Police Control Room (PCR), Srinagar, 
can be contacted on 0194-2477567.

J&K Extends School
vigilant and follow the advisories issued by 

the concerned authorities. Wishing everyone 
good health and safety," she said.

GMC Rajouri Gets 50
enhancement of MBBS seats at Government 

Medical College Jammu and Government 
Medical College Srinagar, approval has now 
been accorded for an additional 50 MBBS 
seats at Government Medical College Rajouri, 
increasing its intake capacity from 100 to 150 
seats," she said.

The minister attributed the development 
to the leadership of Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah and said the government remains 
committed to expanding medical education, 
creating greater opportunities for students and 
strengthening the healthcare system across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Smart City Works
described the situation as unacceptable.
"It is a matter of shame for us that even the 

ground floor of the Civil Secretariat was under 
water. This is not a normal situation," he said.

He acknowledged that the government was 
deploying all available resources to improve 
Srinagar's drainage system but said the prob-
lem had accumulated over decades.

"This is such an old problem. Those before us 
neither resolved it nor seriously attempted to. 
It cannot be fixed overnight," he said.

Taking a swipe at the previous administra-
tion over the implementation of the Smart City 
project, Abdullah questioned how the funds 
allocated under the programme had been 
utilised.

"Those who brought the Smart City project 
here, implemented it and left the remaining 
work for us to complete should be asked where 
the Smart City money went, apart from the 

footpaths built along the Jhelum," he said.
The Chief Minister said the Cabinet had al-

ready decided to order a third-party audit after 
noticing a gap between the project's stated ob-
jectives and its actual outcomes.

"The order is yet to be implemented, but it 
will be taken forward," he said, adding that 
the government would continue efforts to 
strengthen Srinagar's drainage network and 
address long-standing deficiencies in urban 
infrastructure.

His remarks came a day after several parts 
of Srinagar were submerged following hours of 
intense rainfall, disrupting traffic, inundating 
markets and residential areas, and triggering 
widespread criticism over the city's drainage 
infrastructure despite years of investment un-
der the Smart Cities Mission.

KCCI Welcomes Decision
The Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (KCCI) welcomed the Chief Minister's 
assurance that traders whose shops, busi-
ness establishments and goods were dam-
aged by the recent waterlogging would receive 
compensation.

In a statement, the Chamber said the an-
nouncement offered much-needed relief to the 
trading community, which suffered significant 
losses after commercial areas across Srinagar 
remained inundated following the heavy 
rainfall.

KCCI also welcomed the government's deci-
sion to subject the Smart City project to a third-
party audit, saying it had consistently advocat-
ed an independent technical assessment of the 
city's drainage and stormwater network.

The Chamber urged the government to ex-
tend the audit beyond Smart City projects 
to cover the entire drainage system across 
Srinagar and other urban centres, arguing that 
recurring flooding had exposed serious short-
comings in planning, design and execution.

Calling for a scientific assessment of the ex-
isting drainage infrastructure, KCCI said future 
urban development projects should incorpo-
rate environmental impact assessments, hy-
drological studies and climate-resilient plan-
ning while protecting wetlands, floodplains, 
green belts and other natural water absorption 
areas that play a crucial role in mitigating ur-
ban flooding. (KNO)

J&K Wraps Up
town, voices have united against drug abuse. 

This collective resolve must continue un-
til Jammu and Kashmir becomes completely 
drug-free," Sinha said.

  Sinha said he travelled across all 20 districts 
during the campaign, interacting with families 
affected by drug abuse. He said the padyatra 
exposed him to the pain of parents fearing for 
their children's future, but also revealed "un-
precedented public support" for the campaign.

The campaign witnessed large-scale public 
participation through padyatras, awareness 
drives, rallies and outreach programmes con-
ducted across the Union Territory. Citizens 
from Kupwara in north Kashmir to Kathua in 
Jammu participated in anti-drug initiatives, re-
inforcing what the administration described as 
a people-led movement.

Officials credited the success of the cam-
paign to coordinated efforts by law enforce-
ment agencies, district administrations, health 
departments, educational institutions and civil 
society organisations.

The administration also highlighted the role 
of mothers and women in identifying cases of 
substance abuse, encouraging treatment and 
rehabilitation, and helping remove the social 
stigma associated with addiction.

According to officials, Panchayat women's 
committees, senior citizens, youth clubs and 
former servicemen emerged as important 
community partners in spreading awareness 
and preventing drug abuse at the grassroots 
level.

The campaign also witnessed extensive en-
forcement action against drug traffickers and 
their support networks.

According to official figures released at the 
conclusion of the campaign:

2,027 FIRs were registered under anti-nar-
cotics laws.

2,301 drug smugglers were arrested.
Over 1,300 kilograms of narcotic substances 

were seized.
Properties worth ₹139 crore linked to drug 

trafficking were attached.
Action was taken against 254 chemist shops 

for violations.
370 driving licences were cancelled.
Registration of 750 vehicles was cancelled.
3,000 Aadhaar cards were cancelled.
Authorities recommended the impounding 

of 205 passports linked to offenders.
Officials said these measures were aimed not 

only at arresting traffickers but also at disman-
tling the wider financial and logistical infra-
structure supporting the narcotics trade.

Reiterating the government's policy, Sinha 
said there would be "zero tolerance" towards 
drug smugglers and narco-terrorists.

"No smuggler or narco-terrorist will find a 
safe haven on this sacred land," he said, add-
ing that while the administration would pur-
sue ruthless action against traffickers, it would 
simultaneously ensure care, compassion and 
rehabilitation for individuals struggling with 
addiction.

 J&K Orders 3-Month 
security of eligible beneficiaries across 

Jammu and Kashmir.
Commissioner Secretary, Food, Civil Supplies 

and Consumer Affairs, said the advance lifting, 
transportation and distribution of foodgrains 
would be carried out in close coordination with 
the Food Corporation of India (FCI), the Jammu 
and Kashmir Road Transport Corporation 
(JKRTC) and district administrations.

The department has directed the Directors 
of FCS&CA, Jammu and Kashmir, to personally 
monitor the lifting, transportation and distri-
bution of foodgrains to ensure the exercise is 
completed within the stipulated timeline and 
that no eligible beneficiary is deprived of their 
entitlement.

Instructions have also been issued to all 
concerned officers, Fair Price Shop dealers and 
other stakeholders to ensure timely lifting, 
transportation and distribution of foodgrains, 
with the entire exercise scheduled to conclude 
by August 31.

Statehood Key
should prioritise the restoration of Article 

370 and Jammu and Kashmir's special status, 
Abdullah said statehood was a prerequisite for 
any meaningful discussion on constitutional 
guarantees.

"Some people ask us to first talk about Article 
370 or special status. I want to ask them, what 
does Article 370 or any special status mean 
without statehood?" he said.

Explaining the party's position, Abdullah 
said there could be no real power-sharing be-
tween the Centre and a Union Territory be-
cause all executive authority ultimately rests 
with the Union government.

"There is no sharing of powers between the 
Centre and a Union Territory because a Union 
Territory has no state list. All powers lie either 
with the Centre or the Lieutenant Governor. 
Every Cabinet decision goes to Raj Bhavan 
first," he said.

He said the debate over special status is fun-
damentally about the distribution of powers 
between the Union and the state.

"How do you talk about power-sharing with-
out a state list? Statehood is the foundation. 
Once that foundation is laid, we can build upon 
it," he added.

Special Status Resolution 'Still Alive'
Abdullah rejected suggestions that the 

National Conference had abandoned its com-
mitment to restoring Jammu and Kashmir's 
special status.

He pointed out that the Assembly had passed 
a resolution on the issue during its first session 
after the formation of the elected government.

"We passed the resolution on the very first 
day of the Assembly session after government 
formation. That resolution is still alive," he said.

However, he maintained that any meaning-
ful discussion on the resolution could only take 
place after statehood is restored.

Hits Back at Critics
The chief minister also criticised opposi-

tion parties for questioning the NC's statehood 
campaign while failing to support the party's 
protest in Delhi.

He said all like-minded political parties had 
been invited to join the demonstration.

"Not only did they not join us, they made 
every effort to ridicule our efforts. Those who 
claim to sympathise with the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir forget that sympathy when such 
occasions arise," he said.

Abdullah also dismissed criticism over the 
size of the protest, saying those who partici-
pated had travelled on their own without any 
assistance from the party.

"We did not book plane tickets, reserve 
train coaches or arrange vehicles for anyone. 
Everyone who came did so voluntarily," he said.

J&K Revises
accordance with the amended rules.
The amendment has been incorporated as 

the second proviso below Note 4 of Rule 20 of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Family Pension-cum-
Gratuity Rules, 1964, contained in Schedule 
XV of the Jammu and Kashmir Civil Service 
Regulations, Volume II.

The Finance Department said the revised 
provisions will come into force with immedi-
ate effect from the date of their publication in 
the Official Gazette.

J&K Cyber Crime
 registering a decline last year.
Ladakh recorded one case in 2020, five in 2021, 

three in 2022, one in 2023 and one in 2024.
Nationally, cyber crime cases continued to 

rise sharply, with the NCRB registering 1,01,928 
cases in 2024, up from 86,420 in 2023, 65,893 
in 2022, 52,974 in 2021 and 50,035 in 2020.

The Ministry said the Indian Cyber Crime 
Coordination Centre (I4C) has strengthened 
the country's response to cyber-enabled finan-
cial fraud through the National Cyber Crime 
Reporting Portal and the Citizen Financial 
Cyber Fraud Reporting and Management 
System (CFCFRMS).

According to the Ministry, the system had 
helped save more than ₹11,158 crore in over 
32.80 lakh complaints as of June 30, 2026.

Between 2021 and 2025, more than 65.89 
lakh financial fraud complaints involving over 
₹55,050 crore were reported through the 
portal. Authorities marked over ₹8,189 crore 
under lien and registered more than 1.95 lakh 
FIRs during the period.

The Centre said cyber crimes are investigat-
ed by state and Union Territory police, as po-
lice and public order are State subjects, while 
the Union Government supports them through 
policy guidance, technology, funding and ca-
pacity building.
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CM, LG Condole Death of 
Shaleen Kabra's Father
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Tuesday offered his condolences on the death of the fa-
ther of Shaleen Kabra, a senior bureaucrat. Abdullah prayed for 
strength to the bereaved family to bear the loss.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha also paid his condolences.
"My deepest condolences to Shri Shaleen Kabra, Additional 

Chief Secretary, on the sad demise of his father Shri Ramprasad 
Kabra. I pray to the Almighty to grant strength to the bereaved fam-
ily members to bear this loss. May the departed soul rest in eternal 
peace," he said on X. As per PTI, PDP president Mehbooba Mufti 
said, "May the Almighty grant the departed soul eternal peace 
and give strength to Shri Shaleen Kabra and the entire bereaved 
family to bear this profound loss." (Observer News Service)

Israeli National Held with Suspected 
Narcotic Substances in Zanskar
ZANSKAR: Police in Zanskar have arrested an Israeli national 
after recovering suspected narcotic substances during checking 
at the Kargyak Check Post, officials said on Tuesday.

According to police, the foreign national was intercepted 
during routine checking at the Kargyak Check Post, where of-
ficers allegedly recovered substances suspected to be charas, 
ganja and a heroin-like substance from his possession.

Following the seizure, the accused was taken into custody 
and shifted to the police station for further legal proceedings.

Police have registered an FIR (No. 23/2026) under the rel-
evant provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, and an investigation has been initiated 
to ascertain the source of the contraband and whether the ac-
cused had any links to a wider narcotics network.

Officials said the seized substances have been taken into cus-
tody and will be subjected to forensic examination to determine 
their exact nature and quantity. As per KNT, Police said further 
investigation into the case is in progress. (Observer News Service)

J&K Gets 19 Crop Storage 
Projects: Centre
SRINAGAR:  The Central government on Tuesday informed 
Parliament that Jammu and Kashmir has been sanctioned 19 
crop storage infrastructure projects with a cumulative stor-
age capacity of 99,937 metric tonnes under the Agricultural 
Marketing Infrastructure (AMI) scheme as part of efforts to 
strengthen post-harvest infrastructure and reduce losses.

According to a written reply tabled in the Lok Sabha by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, the Centre is imple-
menting the AMI sub-scheme under the Integrated Scheme for 
Agricultural Marketing (ISAM), the Agriculture Infrastructure 
Fund (AIF) and the Mission for Integrated Development of Hor-
ticulture (MIDH) to enhance warehousing, cold storage and mar-
keting infrastructure for farmers across the country. The reply, 
accessed by KNO, stated that under the Agriculture Infrastruc-
ture Fund, Jammu and Kashmir has been sanctioned 33 cold 
storage and cold chain projects besides 16 warehouse projects.

It further said that under the Mission for Integrated Develop-
ment of Horticulture (MIDH), Jammu and Kashmir has received 
approval for 76 cold storage projects with a combined storage 
capacity of 3,52,206 metric tonnes. These include nine projects 
supported by the National Horticulture Board and 67 projects 
under the National Horticulture Mission. (Observer News Service) 

Modern Footbridge to Replace 
Sopore's Historic Bakhshi-Era Bridge
SOPORE: More than two decades after the historic Bakhshi-
era Chankhan bridge was declared unsafe for vehicular traffic, 
and years after it was completely abandoned, Sopore town is 
set to get a modern footbridge. The new Chankhan to Ashpeer 
footbridge will replace the iconic bridge built over river Jehlum in 
1953 during the tenure of the then Prime Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Ghulam Mohammad Bakhshi.

MLA Irshad Rasool Kar, while calling the bridge a lifeline for 
the people, told KNO that the Rs 9.16 crore project would restore 
a vital pedestrian link and improve connectivity for thousands 
of residents living on either side of the river. The old Chankhan 
bridge had served the people of Sopore for decades before it 
was declared unsafe for vehicular traffic in 1999. Despite the re-
striction, it continued to be used by pedestrians until 2019, when 
authorities stopped movement after the bridge developed major 
cracks and its central pillar collapsed.(Observer News Service)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

DEPARTMENT OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT 
INDUSTRIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE, GANDERBAL
E-MAIL : iti-ganderbal@jk.gov.in/itiganderbalnew@gmail.com

No.ITI/GBL/Estt/2026/208-22  Dated: 21-07-2026
Selection List No. 01 of 2026 Dated:-20-07-2026

Candidates who had applied for online admission under various courses available at Govt. Industrial 
Training Institute, Duderhama, Ganderbal advertised vide Notification. No.: ITI/Gbl/Trgs/2026/102-
08 Dt. 30-05-2026 are informed that the Selection List Round 1 for the Academic Session 2026-
27/28 stands generated and shall be available at Govt. ITI Ganderbal and on official website of this 
Institute i.e. www.itiganderbal.com.
Accordingly, the selected candidates are directed that the first round of admission process shall 
commence from 21th of July 2026 and will close on 30th July 2026. The selected candidates shall 
attend the Training section of ITI Ganderbal along with following documents in original as well as 
Xerox (in proper file) so that the admission formalities are completed.
1. Date of Birth Certificate.
2. Marks card of the qualifying examination.
3. Domicile Certificate.
4. Category Certificate (SC/ST/OBC/EWS/PWD/Ex-servicemen), if any.
5. Discharge certificate of last school/college/institute attended.
6. Photocopy of ADHAAR Card, self-attested.
7. Two Passport Size Photographs.
Note: For any query contact on below mentioned contact No.'s
1. Masood Ahmad Kawoosa, Senior Faculty (9906561844)
2. Mohammad Kumail, Jr. Assistant (7006295889)
3. Muzzafar Nazir Bhat, Jr. Assistant (7006836117)
4. Rayees Ahmad Bhat, Vl, Guest Faulty (7006271387)
DIPK-3547-26 Superintendent, 
DT: 21/07/2026 ITI Ganderbal.

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, SRINAGAR 
(ACADEMIC SECTION)

Subject:  Engagement ot Dr. Muzzamil Ahmad Andrabi as Senior Resident on Academic Arrangement Basis, in the Department of 
Nephrology, Government Medical College, Srinagar.

Reference:	 	i)This	office	Advertisement	No.	07	of	2026	Dated.	07.05.2026.
	 ii)Character	and	Antecedent	verification	report	received	from	CID,	J&K	vide	Form	No.	161032	Dated.	18.07.2026.

OFFICE ORDER NO: 721-RA OF 2026.
DATED: 21-07-2026.

Pursuant	to	the	Selection	list	issued	vide	this	office	Notification	No.	19-RA	of	2026	Dated.	02.06.2026	and	on	the	basis	of	Satisfactory	
verification	report	of	Character	&	Antecedents	by	Criminal	Investigation	Department	(CID),	J&K,	Dr.	Muzzamil	Ahmad	Andrabi,	DM,	not	
In-service	candidate	is	provisionally	engaged	as	Senior	Resident	in	the	Department	of	Nephrology	on	Academic	Arrangement	Basis	under	
S.O.	364	of	2020	Dated.	27.11.2020	and	Government	Order	No.	383-JK	(HME)	of	2024	Dated.	20.06.2024	initially	for	a	period	of	one	
year,	which	is	extendable	upto	maximum	period	of	(03)	years	only	on	the	basis	of	good	performance	to	be	certified	by	the	concerned	HOD.
The	appointment	of	the	above	doctor	is	further	subject	to	the	following	terms	and	conditions:	-
1.		 The	 selected	 candidate	 is	 supposed	 to	 submit	 his	 joining	 report	 alongwith	 affidavits	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 undersigned	 duly	

attested	by	the	Judicial	Magistrate	to	the	effect	that:	-
a.	 He	 is	 not	 In-service	 candidate,	 the	 information	 if	 found	wrong	 the	 selectee	 shall	 be	 punished	 under	 Rules	which	 includes	

confiscation	of	the	Registration	of	the	Doctor.
b.	 He	will	not	participate	in	any	kind	of	strike	during	the	period	of	his	tenure	engagement.	In	the	event	he	proceeds	on	strike,	his	

tenure engagement shall be terminated without any notice as this service is covered under ESMA Act.
c.	 He	shall	remain	disciplined	during	the	whole	tenure;	any	kind	of	misconduct	shall	make	him	liable	for	termination	without	any	

prior notice.
d.	 He	is	not	involved	in	any	criminal	activity	or	there	is	no	FIR	pending	or	registered	in	any	criminal	department	or	police	station	

against him.
e.	 He	shall	not	claim	any	experience	certificate	in	case	he	leaves	Senior	Residency	before	completion	at	least	of	six	months.
f.	 He	 will	 not	 indulge	 in	 any	 private	 practice.	 In	 case	 he	 is	 found	 doing	 private	 practice;	 his	 appointment	 shall	 be	 liable	 for	

termination without any notice.
g.	 He	shall	not	claim	for	further	extension	beyond	three	years	tenure	under	any	circumstances.
2.	 The	above	doctor	shall	have	to	execute	an	agreement	with	the	institution	on	the	prescribed	format	(Form	A)	with	regard	to	the	

various	terms	and	conditions	applicable	during	academic	arrangement	same	can	be	downloaded	from	the	official	website	of	
Government Medical College, Srinagar.

3.	 The	appointee	is	required	to	join	within	(21)	days	from	the	date	of	issuance	of	this	order;	failing	which	the	order	shall	be	deemed	
to have been cancelled.

4.	 The	Senior	Resident	appointed	on	an	Academic	Arrangement	Basis	shall	be	paid	as	per	S.O.	364	of	2020	Dated.	27-11-2020.
5.	 The	Senior	Resident	appointed	on	Academic	Arrangement	Basis	shall	be	entitled	for	leaves	as	per	the	Government	Order	No.	

451-JK	(HMEJ	of	2024	Dated.	08.07.2024.
No:	GMCS/RA/SR/Neph/3785-90/MC		 Principal/Dean	
Dated:	21/07/2026		 Govt.	Medical	College	
 Srinagar

DIPK-3498-26
DT: 21/07/2026

Ministers Javed Rana, Satish Sharma Visit 
Rajouri, Review Flood Relief Measures

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Affairs, Ja-
ved Ahmed Rana accompanied 
by Minister for Youth Services 
& Sports, Transport, Information 
Technology, Food, Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs, Science & 
Technology, ARI & Trainings, 
Satish Sharma today visited Ra-
jouri to review the flood situ-
ation, inspect relief measures, 
and assess the restoration of es-
sential services in the district.

The Ministers visited the Re-
lief and Rehabilitation Centre 
established at Government Boys 
Higher Secondary School (BHSS), 
Rajouri, where they interacted 
with the families shifted to the 
centre. They enquired about 
their well-being and reviewed 

the facilities being provided by 
the District Administration, in-
cluding accommodation, food, 
drinking water, healthcare and 
other essential services.

Later, the Ministers held a 
high-level review meeting at-
tended by MLAs, Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri Abhishek 
Sharma, and senior district and 
sectoral officers to assess the 

overall situation and review the 
ongoing relief, rescue and resto-
ration efforts.

During the meeting, the Dep-
uty Commissioner briefed the 
Ministers about the prevailing 
ground situation, relief mea-
sures undertaken by the district 
administration, restoration of 
water supply and other essential 
services, and the immediate re-

quirements for rehabilitation in 
the flood-affected areas.

After reviewing the require-
ments, the Ministers announced 
immediate support for strength-
ening the water supply infra-
structure and restoring essential 
services.

Minister for Jal Shakti, Javed 
Rana announced the establish-
ment of 20 minor water supply 
schemes at an estimated cost of 
₹15 lakh each (₹3 crore), provi-
sion of transformers for 10 water 
supply locations at an estimated 
cost of ₹1 crore, 1,000 water 
storage crates at an estimated 
cost of ₹1 crore, procurement of 
five dewatering pumps costing 
approximately ₹2.5 lakh, provi-
sion of five 125 KVA generator 
sets at an estimated cost of ₹50 
lakh, and ₹4 crore for the resto-
ration of damaged water supply 

schemes. The Minister stated 
that these interventions would 
provide immediate relief to the 
affected population and help re-
store essential public services at 
the earliest.

The Ministers appreciated the 
prompt response and dedicated 
efforts of the District Adminis-
tration under the leadership of 
Deputy Commissioner Abhishek 
Sharma, along with all line de-
partments, in carrying out res-
cue operations, providing relief 
to affected families, and ensur-
ing the restoration of essential 
services despite challenging 
conditions.

The meeting was attended by 
all district and sectoral officers, 
who also presented updates on 
the status of relief operations 
and restoration works in their 
respective departments.

MD JPDCL Reviews Flood Restoration Works DC Budgam Visits Beerwah, Narbal Areas To 
Assess Flood Situation
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan visited vari-
ous flood-prone areas of 
Beerwah and Narbal areas 
to assess the situation fol-
lowing incessant rainfall 
and the rise in water lev-
els in Nallah Sukhnag and 
its tributaries.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the ground 
situation at Main Town 
Beerwah,  Hanjigund, 
M a k h a m a , C h e w d a r a , 
Kanihama, Malpur,  Sa-
noor, Narbal, Mazhama 
and inspected vulnerable 
locations, and took stock 
of the preparedness and 
response measures put in 
place by the district ad-
ministration.

He directed high alert 
and immediate activation 
of all rescue and emer-
gency response teams in-
cluding Police, SDRF, Civil 
Defence, Fire & Emergen-
cy Services and other line 
departments, to ensure 
prompt response to any 
eventuality. He instruct-
ed officers to maintain 
round-the-clock monitor-
ing of nallahs, drains and 
other vulnerable locations 
and remain fully prepared 
for emergency response.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that Station 
House Officers (SHOs), 
field officers and rescue 
teams are on the ground, 
continuously monitoring 
the situation and advising 
residents in vulnerable ar-
eas to evacuate wherever 
necessary as a precaution-

ary measure.
Appealing to the public 

to extend full cooperation 
to the administration, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
urged people to stay in-
doors unless absolutely 
necessary and strictly 
avoid venturing near 
nallahs, embankments, 
breached spots and other 
flood-prone areas. He 
also advised people not to 
gather near water bodies 
out of curiosity, as such 
actions could endanger 
lives. He further urged 
residents living close to 
nallahs or other vulner-
able locations to immedi-
ately comply with evacu-
ation advisories issued by 
the police or local admin-
istration and shift to safer 
places until the situation 
improves.

Observer News Service

RAJOURI: Managing Di-
rector JPDCL Gurpal Singh 
conducted an extensive 
inspection of flood-af-
fected areas in the twin 
border districts of Rajouri 
and Poonch to assess the 
damage caused to the 
power infrastructure due 
to the heavy rainfall and 
flash floods during the in-
tervening night of 18–19 
July 2026.

The inspection com-
menced with a visit to the 
restoration site of the 33 
KV Doongi–Keri, where 
restoration works are be-
ing carried out on a war 
footing. The Managing 
Director reviewed the 
progress of works and in-
structed the field officers 
to expedite restoration 
while adhering to pre-
scribed safety standards.

The team also visited 
Dhangri, where the 33 
KV Bypass Line and the 
dedicated 11 KV PHE 
feeder were extensively 
damaged in the flash 
floods. Officers informed 
the Managing Director 
that power supply to the 
area had been restored 
through the existing 33 
KV network as an interim 
arrangement. Appreciat-
ing the prompt response 
of the field staff, he di-
rected that permanent 
restoration works be 
completed at the earliest.

During the visit to 
Badala Mang, Panjpeer 
and Salani Bridge, the 
Managing Director in-
spected the ongoing 
restoration of the 33 KV 
and 11 KV Manjakote 
lines and reviewed the 
challenges being faced 
at various locations. At 

Bela Bus Stand, Rajouri, 
he assessed the extensive 
damage caused to the 33 
KV and 11 KV network, 
distribution transform-
ers and associated infra-
structure and directed 
the officers to mobilise 
all available resources for 
early restoration.

The inspection team 
later proceeded towards 
Thanamandi via Fateh-
pura, where unloading 
of poles and restora-
tion materials was in 
progress. The Manag-
ing Director also visited 
locations where severe 
damage had occurred to 
the 132 KV transmission 
tower line of JKPTCL, re-
sulting in disruption of 
power supply to Poonch 
district. He reviewed the 
restoration being imple-
mented by the corpora-
tion concerned.

UAPA Accused Nabbed in 
Anantnag Using Facial Recognition
 Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR- A UAPA accused 
was apprehended after he 
was flagged by the facial 
recognition system deployed 
for the ongoing annual Ama-
rnath yatra in Anantnag dis-
trict in Jammu and Kashmir, 
police said on Tuesday.

As part of the intensified 
security arrangements for 
the yatra, earlier, the police, 
with the assistance of FRS, 
apprehended an Over Ground 
Worker (OGW) on July 11 and 
three others on July 8.

He said the individual was 
identified as Danish Amin 
Reshi, a resident of Veersaran.

During verification, the FRS 
generated an alert indicating his 
involvement in a previous crim-
inal case, the spokesman said.

Upon further verification, it 
was found that Reshi is involved 
in a case registered under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA) at Police Station Pa-
halgam, the spokesman added. 
The accused was immediately 
taken into custody for further 
legal proceedings in accordance 
with the law, he said.

Anantnag Police contin-
ues to employ advanced 
technological tools, includ-
ing the FRS, as part of the 
multi-layered security grid 
established for the yatra.

Er Rashid Begins 
Barefoot March 
from Tihar to 
Parliament
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  Jailed Baram-
ulla Member of Parliament 
Er Rashid on Tuesday began 
a symbolic barefoot march 
from Tihar Jail to Parliament 
while observing a day long 
hunger strike, pressing for a 
meaningful, time bound and 
result oriented dialogue on 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The AIP chief spokesper-
son Inam Un Nabi told KNO 
that the protest is aimed at 
urging the Government of 
India to initiate dialogue 
with elected representa-
tives and other legitimate 
stakeholders of Jammu and 
Kashmir to address the re-
gion's political issues.

The party said Er Rashid is 
also demanding the restora-
tion of Article 370 and Article 
35A, along with the restora-
tion of all democratic and con-
stitutional rights of the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Residents make their way through a rain-drenched street in Srinagar's downtown amid fresh 
monsoon showers on Tuesday. � PIC: ABID BHAT
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

Someone 
named Anuj 

Rawat from Mumbai, 
Maharashtra, 
ordered the food and 
asked us to distribute 
it to anyone who 
is hungry at Jantar 
Mantar. The payment 
has already been 
made online," 

Wangchuk Shifted 
to Medanta

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Activist Sonam Wang-
chuk was discharged from the Safdar-
jung Hospital on Tuesday evening and 
shifted to Medanta Hospital in Guru-
gram for further treatment in compli-
ance with a Delhi High Court order, of-
ficials said.

Wangchuk was brought to the 
Medanta Hospital in an ambulance at 
7:28 pm under tight security. He has 
been admitted to ICU 8 and his treat-
ment has begun under the supervision 
of Dr Sushila Kataria, an internal medi-
cine specialist, said a Medanta Hospital 
official.

Earlier, the Delhi High Court ordered 
immediate shifting of Wangchuk, who 
has been on an indefinite fast since 
June 28 over alleged examination irreg-
ularities, from the Safdarjung Hospital 
here to Medanta Hospital in Gurugram.

"Sonam Wangchuk has been dis-
charged from VMMC and Safdarjung 
Hospital today at 06:40 pm and has 
been handed over to the team of doc-
tors from Medanta Hospital, Gurugram 
for further medical care as per the or-
der dated 21.07.2026 of Hon'ble High 
Court of Delhi," a statement from the 
Safdarjung Hospital said.

"At the time of discharge, his vital 
parameters were stable. However, pan-
cytopenia persists, and his serum po-
tassium level was 3.4 mEq/L.

"Copies of all relevant medical re-
cords, investigation reports, and treat-
ment documents have been handed 
over to the receiving medical team to 
ensure continuity of care," the state-
ment said.

Following the court's order, the Gu-
rugram police increased security in and 
around the Medanta Hospital.

Wangchuk was admitted to ICU 8 
on the second floor of the hospital and 
he will remain in the ICU tonight, the 
Medanta official said.

Netizens Hail Mumbai Man 
for Feeding Delhi Protesters

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A video of a food 
delivery boy arriving at the Jan-
tar Mantar protest site with 
packets of food in the early hours 
of Tuesday has surfaced on social 
media, even as CJP's agitation 
demanding the resignation of 
Union Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan over alleged 
paper leaks continued a day af-
ter their protest stage was dis-
mantled at the location.

The video, widely shared 
across social media platforms, 
shows a delivery partner associ-
ated with an online food delivery 
platform reaching the protest 
site amid heavy rain with pack-
ets of food ordered and paid for 
by a Mumbai resident.

Displaying the order details 
on his mobile phone, the deliv-
ery partner says the food was 
ordered by a person identified as 
Anuj Rawat from Mumbai, Ma-
harashtra, with instructions to 
distribute it among anyone who 
was hungry at the protest site.

"Someone named Anuj Rawat 
from Mumbai, Maharashtra, 
ordered the food and asked us 
to distribute it to anyone who 
is hungry at Jantar Mantar. The 
payment has already been made 
online," the delivery partner says 
in the video. "He said that any-
one who needs food or is hungry 
can have it," he adds.

The clip has since garnered 
widespread attention online, 
with many social media users 
praising the gesture. Several us-
ers described it as an example 

of solidarity with the protesters, 
while others commented that 
"humanity is not lost."

The video surfaced a day 
after thousands of protesters 
participating in the Cockroach 
Janta Party's 'Sansad Chalo' 
march were stopped by police 
near Parliament Street amid 
heavy barricading.

Protesters alleged that po-
lice resorted to a lathi charge 
and used tear gas to disperse 
the crowd, allegations on 
which Delhi Police has not 
publicly responded.

The agitation continued on 
Tuesday, with hundreds of stu-
dents and supporters returning 
to Jantar Mantar and reiterating 
that they would continue the 
protest until their demands, in-
cluding Pradhan's resignation, 
were addressed.

Protesters Return To Jantar 
Mantar After Parliament March
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A day after their 
Parliament march, hundreds 
of students and supporters 
returned to Jantar Mantar 
on Tuesday, saying the "use 
of force by police" had only 
strengthened their resolve to 
continue the agitation.

The protest site remained 
packed through the afternoon 
as students, joined by parents 
and supporters, raised slogans 
over the alleged irregularities 
in the NEET-UG examination 
and reiterated their demand 
for Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan's resignation.

Many protesters said Mon-
day's confrontation with the 
security personnel had failed 
to deter them and instead 
drawn more people to the 
movement.

Delhi University student 
Sakshi Chanda, who partici-
pated in Monday's march to 
Parliament, alleged that the 
police action had only intensi-

fied the protest.
"The kind of police brutal-

ity we witnessed yesterday 
only strengthened our re-
solve. We have come back 
because this movement has 
been built through the sacri-
fices of so many. We cannot 
allow that to go in vain. We 
will continue until our voices 
are heard," she said.

Standing beside her, Chan-
da's mother said parents had 
a responsibility to stand with 
students.

"I came here today because 
this is about the future of our 

children. If we do not stand 
with them now, who will? 
They are asking questions 
about their education and ca-
reers, and they deserve to be 
heard," she said.

Several students at the site 
said the protest had grown be-
yond the issue of the alleged 
paper leak and had become 
a broader movement for ac-
countability in the educa-
tion system, even as chants of 
"Dharmendra Pradhan, istifa do 
(Dharmendra Pradhan, resign)" 
and "not an inch backward" 
echoed across Jantar Mantar.

Ritika Sharma, a postgrad-
uate student, said the protest 
was about transparency and 
fairness in competitive exams.

"Many of us have spent 
years preparing for competi-
tive examinations. We are not 
here for politics; we are here 
because students deserve 
transparency and fairness," 
she said.

The protest also drew par-
ticipants from outside Delhi.

Aditya Singh, who had 
travelled from neighbouring 
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh, 
claimed the police action had 
failed to discourage protesters.

"We saw barricades, de-
tentions and force yesterday, 
but none of that has reduced 
the turnout today. If anything, 
more people are joining be-
cause they feel students are 
being treated unfairly," he said.

"History shows that people 
in power often forget that when 
citizens take to the streets to 
ask questions, it is very hard to 
silence them," he added.

Rahul, Priyanka, Akhilesh Detained Near PM's Residence
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: In a dramatic 
turn of events, opposition 
leaders, including Con-
gress's Rahul Gandhi and 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
and Samajwadi Party's (SP) 
Akhilesh Yadav, were forc-
ibly removed by police on 
Tuesday after they staged a 
dharna outside Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's resi-
dence here, demanding his 
resignation.

The surprise sit-in in the 
high-security zone sent the 
government into a tizzy, 
prompting it to rush Minister 
of State in the Prime Minis-
ter's Office (PMO) Jitendra 
Singh, along with Union 
Home Secretary Govind Mo-
han, to persuade the oppo-

sition leaders to vacate the 
sensitive site.

Gandhi's discussion with 
the minister lasted a few 
minutes, after which Singh 
and the home secretary left 
as the talks remained in-
conclusive.

Soon after Singh left the 
protest site, police forcibly 
removed and detained Gan-
dhi and other leaders in the 
evening.

Congress leaders said 
Gandhi was taken to the 
Chhatrasal stadium in Model 
Town after his detention.

As police swooped down 
on the site, Gandhi, who is 
the leader of opposition in 
the Lok Sabha, was seen ly-
ing on the ground and resist-
ing as the security personnel 
tried to pick him up. The 

Congress leader was hurt in 
the process.

"Democracy in India is 
happening right now," Gan-
dhi told reporters as police 
tried to remove him from 
the site.

An aide of the former Con-
gress chief told PTI that Gan-
dhi suffered an injury below 
the eye, as well as minor in-
juries on his hands and legs.

Later, Gandhi shared pic-
tures on X of police removing 
him from the protest site and 
said, "Modiji, try every pres-
sure, exert all your might -- 
this fight for justice for stu-
dents will not stop now."

There were dramatic 
scenes, with Priyanka Gan-
dhi hanging on the door of 
the police bus even after it 
started moving.

Govt Ready for 
Debate on NEET in 
Parliament

The government on Tuesday 
said it is ready to discuss all 

issues relating to the NEET exam 
and the movement associated 
with it in Parliament, after Leader 
of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi sat on a dharna outside 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
residence. 

In a strongly worded statement, 
Minister of State in PMO Jitendra 
Singh, who along with Union Home 
Secretary Govind Mohan met Gan-
dhi and urged him to end his sit-in, 
alleged that the LoP "backtracked" 
from his earlier demand for a de-
bate and said it does not befit a 
leader of his stature. (PTI)


