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Srinagar Hits 
35.2°C, 2nd Highest 
This Season

Summer Break For Kashmir 
Schools From July 6 To 19
Observer News Service

The Jammu and Kashmir government on Tuesday announced 
a 14-day summer vacation for all government and recog-
nised private schools across Kashmir division, with the 

break scheduled from July 6 to July 19. An order issued by the 
Director of School Education Kashmir (DSEK) said the decision 
was taken with the approval of the competent authority.
"It is ordered that all the Government and recognized Private 
Schools up to Higher Secondary level functioning in the Kashmir 
Division shall observe summer vacation with effect | More on P6

With temperatures remaining high, boys cool off in an irrigation canal at Chattergam on the outskirts of Srinagar on Tuesday. KO 
Photo by Abid Bhat

RFID Tracking, Convoys, 2,100 Toilets: 

J&K Ready for Amarnath Yatra

HMVs Barred on 
NH-44 After 7 
PM From Today

VB-GRAM Act
To Come Into 
Force Today
Centre Says All 
Ready For Rollout
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Viksit Bharat 
-- Guarantee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 
Act, 2025 will come into force 
from July 1, with the Centre on 
Tuesday stating that all arrange-
ments have been made for its 
implementation.

The Ministry of Rural 
Development said the Act pro-
vides a statutory guarantee of up 
to 125 days of wage employment 
to eligible rural households, com-
pared to the 100 days provided 
under the existing rural employ-
ment framework.

The ministry said an interim al-
location of Rs 95,692.31 crore has 
been made to states and Union 
Territories to ensure a smooth 
transition, timely wage payments 
and uninterrupted implemen-
tation of works under the new 
framework.

Union Rural Development 
Minister | More on P6

2nd Marriage Without Divorce 

May Amount To Bigamy: HC

Says Enticing Married Woman For Illicit Relationship 

Offence; Refuses To Quash Abduction FIR

CRPF Constable Gets Life Term 

For Murdering Wife In Camp

HC Pulls Up Govt, 
Quashes 5 PSA 
Detentions
M Ahmad

Srinagar:The High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh has quashed the pre-
ventive detention of five persons 
under the Jammu & Kashmir 
Public Safety Act (PSA) and or-
dered their release from their 
custody.

In one of the cases, the Court 
quashed the detention order as 
the authorities failed to produce 
the complete detention record, 
including the latest order extend-
ing his detention.

“The Home Department of 
the Government of the Union 
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir 
appears to be reckoning and reel-
ing under an impression as if the 
summoning of detention record 
by the High Court in a habeas 
corpus writ petition is a mere 
formality to be complied with by 
handing over a photostat copy of 
the record through a Clerk to the 
Government Advocate for onward 
transmission | More on P6

J&K Crosses 3,000 Organ, Tissue Donation Pledge Registrations

MeT Warns Of Flash 
Floods, Landslides

Rains Expected To Bring 
Relief From July 2

Observer News Service
Srinagar: Kashmir continued 
to reel under intense heat on 
Tuesday, with Srinagar record-
ing a maximum temperature 
of 35.2 degrees Celsius, the sea-
son's second-highest, even as 
the Meteorological Department 
forecast widespread rainfall 
and a gradual fall in tempera-
tures from Wednesday.

According to the MeT 
Department, the prevailing 
heatwave conditions are likely 
to persist till Tuesday before 
easing with the arrival of mon-
soon winds and the influence of 
a western disturbance.

The weather office has fore-
cast light to moderate rain and 
thundershowers at many places 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
from July 1 to July 5, with iso-
lated areas expected to receive 
heavy rainfall, intense show-
ers, thunderstorms and strong 
winds between July 2 and July 
4.

Officials said monsoon winds 
are expected to enter Jammu 
and Kashmir on Wednesday, 
bringing early morning and 
evening showers to the Jammu 
division and parts of the 
Kashmir Valley. The 
combined impact of 
the advancing mon-
soon and a western 

disturbance is expected to pro-
vide significant relief from the 
prolonged spell of heat, par-
ticularly between Thursday and 
Saturday.

Several areas, including 
Poonch, Rajouri, Shopian, 
Budgam and Kulgam, are like-
ly to receive widespread rain 
and thundershowers, while 
isolated rainfall is also expect-
ed along the Reasi-Banihal-
Ramban axis and in Gulmarg, 
Uri and Sonamarg. A few places 
in Poonch, Rajouri, Budgam, 
Shopian and Kulgam could wit-
ness brief but intense showers 
accompanied by thunderstorms 
and gusty winds.

The department warned that 
heavy rainfall between July 2 
and July 4 could trigger flash 
floods, landslides and mud-
slides in vulnerable areas, par-
ticularly in parts of the Jammu 
division and adjoining areas of 
south Kashmir. Temporary wa-
terlogging in low-lying areas is 
also likely on July 2 and 3.

It advised people to avoid 
venturing near rivers, streams 
and landslide-prone areas dur-
ing periods of intense rainfall 

and to remain indoors 
during thunderstorms 

as far as possible. The 
department also cau-
tioned | More on P6

LG To Flag Off First Batch From 

Bhagwati Nagar On July 2

Accommodation Arranged For 

55,000 Pilgrims Across Jammu

Ahead of the commencement of the annual Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra-2026, traffic authorities have issued a fresh advisory 
regulating vehicular movement on the Jammu-Srinagar 

National Highway (NH-44), with restrictions on heavy motor vehicles 
(HMVs) coming into effect from July 1. | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Tuesday said all arrangements 
have been put in place for the 
annual Amarnath Yatra, with 
accommodation for nearly 
55,000 pilgrims, enhanced se-
curity measures, RFID-based 
tracking and extensive lo-
gistical support ahead of the 

pilgrimage beginning on July 3.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 

Sinha, who is also the Chairman 
of the Shri Amarnath Shrine 
Board (SASB), will flag off the 
first batch of pilgrims from the 
Bhagwati Nagar base camp in 
Jammu at 4 am on July 2.

The 57-day pilgrimage to the 
3,880-metre-high Amarnath 
cave shrine will commence 
simultaneously on July 3 
via the traditional 48-km 
Nunwan-Pahalgam

M Ahmad

Srinagar: A Session court in 
Anantnag has sentenced a CRPF 
constable to life imprisonment 
after convicting him of murder-
ing his wife by strangulation in-
side their residential quarters at 
a CRPF camp in 2021.

The Court of the Additional 
Sessions Judge, Anantnag, con-
victed Shankara Naik in FIR No. 
57/2021 registered at Police 
Station Anantnag under Section 
302 of the IPC.

According to the prosecu-
tion, on March 29, 2021, fol-
lowing a domestic quarrel, the 
accused allegedly strangled his 
wife, Sama Bhai, with a scarf 
inside their residential room at 
the CRPF Camp in Raghunath 
Mandir, Sheerbagh Anantnag. 
He subsequently informed his 

superior officers, following 
which police registered the case 
and launched an investigation.

During the trial, the prosecu-
tion examined medical experts, 
forensic specialists, investigat-
ing officers and other witness-
es. The post-mortem and foren-
sic evidence established that 
the victim died due to ligature 
strangulation, conclusively rul-
ing the death as homicidal, the 
court noted.

After evaluating the evi-
dence, the court held that the 
prosecution had proved be-
yond reasonable doubt that 
the deceased suffered an un-
natural homicidal death inside 
the room exclusively occupied 
by the couple. It found that the 
chain of circumstantial, medical 
and scientific evidence pointed 
solely to the guilt | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: While refusing to 
quash an FIR in an alleged 
abduction case, the High 
Court of J&K and Ladakh 
observed that enticing a 
married woman away for 
an illicit relationship is a 
punishable offence under 
Section 84 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), and 
that contracting a second 
marriage without dissolu-
tion of the first may amount 
to bigamy under Section 82 
of the BNS.

A Bench of Justice M. A. 
Chowdhary made the ob-
servations while dismissing 
a petition seeking quash-
ing of an FIR registered in 
an alleged abduction case, 
holding that the complaint 

disclosed cognizable of-
fences and required a full-
fledged investigation.

The petition had been filed 
by Ruksana Bano, a resident 
of Baramulla, and Nikhil 
Chokker of West Delhi, chal-
lenging FIR registered by 
Police under Sections 87 and 
49 of the BNS.

According to the peti-
tioners, Ruksana, an adult 
woman, had voluntarily left 
Kashmir after allegedly being 
subjected to physical assault, 

threats and a forced mar-
riage by her relatives and the 
family of her first husband. 
Ruksana claimed she escaped 
with the help of friends, trav-
elled to New Delhi of her own 
free will and was never ab-
ducted by anyone.

The complainant, father 
of Rukhsana’s first husband, 
opposed the plea, contend-
ing that she was legally mar-
ried to his son and had been 
abducted from her matri-
monial home with the assis-
tance of two local persons at 
the instance of co-petitioner 
Nikhil Chokker.

During the proceed-
ings, the High Court re-
corded Ruksana's statement 
through virtual mode. She 
maintained that she had not 
been | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
has recorded 3,066 organ and 
tissue pledge registrations 
as India crossed the five lakh 
mark in donor pledges, with 
Jammu district accounting 
for nearly half of the Union 
Territory's total registrations.

According to official data, 
Jammu district has registered 
1,436 pledges, representing 
around 47 per cent of the UT's 
total. Kathua follows with 354 
registrations, while Rajouri 
(200), Doda (148), Udhampur 
(141), Poonch and Samba (106 
each), Baramulla (97), Reasi 
(87), Kupwara (71), Anantnag 
(55) and Srinagar (48) have 
also recorded significant num-
bers. The remaining registra-
tions have come from other 

districts.
The figures indicate that the 

highest number of registra-
tions has been made by people 
in the 18 to 30 years age group, 
followed by those aged 30 to 
45 years. Participation declines 
in the 45 to 60 years category, 
while senior citizens account 

for the fewest pledges, reflect-
ing growing awareness among 
younger people about organ 
donation.

Daily Excelsior reported that 
men account for the major-
ity of registered donors, while 
women make up nearly one-
third of the total registrations. 

Most individuals have pledged 
to donate both organs and tis-
sues, with comparatively fewer 
opting to donate only organs or 
only tissues.

Among the organs pledged, 
the liver has received the high-
est number of registrations at 
2,170, followed by the heart 
(2,081), lungs (1,974), pancreas 
(1,887), intestine (1,860) and 
kidney (649). Among tissues, 
blood vessels top the list with 
1,824 pledges, followed by 
bone (1,793), skin (1,779), car-
tilage (1,707), cornea (603) and 
heart valve (528).

The steady rise in registra-
tions has been attributed to 
sustained awareness cam-
paigns by the State Organ and 
Tissue Transplant Organisation 
(SOTTO), J&K. Through work-
shops, | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the general public that the Indian 
Passport bearing Passport No. M4632861, belonging to Abdul 
Jabbar Wani, S/o Gulam Rasool Wani, R/o Daragam, Pattan, 
has been lost/misplaced and is not traceable despite diligent 
search.
Any person who finds or has any claim, objection, or informa-
tion regarding the said passport is requested to contact the 
undersigned or the concerned Passport Authority within 7 days 
from the date of publication of this notice. Failing which, it shall 
be presumed that no objection exists, and the holder shall pro-
ceed with the formalities for the re-issue/duplicate passport 
before the Passport Office, Srinagar.
Abdul Jabbar Wani
S/o Gulam Rasool Wani
R/o Daragam, Pattan	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the general public that the name of 
my ward has been inadvertently recorded as Tazim Gulzar in the 
Aadhaar Card, which is incorrect. The actual and correct name 
of my ward is Tazim Ahmad Bhat.
I, Gulzar Ahmad Bhat, F/o Tazim Ahmad Bhat, R/o Dragad, 
Shopian, have sworn an affidavit affirming that Tazim Ahmad 
Bhat is the true and correct name of my ward. The correction is 
being made for all official records and purposes.
If any person has any objection to this correction, the same may 
be conveyed to the concerned authority within the stipulated 
period. Otherwise, no objection shall be entertained thereafter.
Sd/-
Gulzar Ahmad Bhat
F/o Tazim Ahmad Bhat
R/o Dragad, Shopian	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the general public that my name has 
been inadvertently recorded as **Mohammad Amin Sodagar** 
in my Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No. **8507 5231 9997**, 
which is incorrect.
My actual and correct name is **Mohd Amin Sodager**, S/o 
**Gh Mohi-Ud Din Sodager**, R/o **Arhama, Tehsil & District 
Shopian**, as recorded in my service records and school records.
This notice is being published to affirm my correct name and 
parentage and to facilitate correction of the same in my Aad-
haar records and all other official records, wherever applicable.
If any person has any objection to this correction, the same may 
be conveyed to the concerned authority within the prescribed 
period. Thereafter, no objection shall be entertained.

 Sd/- 
 Mohd Amin Sodager 
S/o Gh Mohi-Ud Din Sodager
R/o Arhama, Tehsil & District Shopian	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the general public that my name has 
been inadvertently recorded as  Mohammad Amin Sodagar  in 
my Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No.  8507 5231 9997  which 
is incorrect.
My actual and correct name is  Mohd Amin Sodager  S/o  Gh 
Mohi-Ud Din Sodager  R/o  Arhama, Tehsil & District Shopian  as 
recorded in my service records and school records.
This notice is being published to affirm my correct name and 
parentage and to facilitate correction of the same in my Aad-
haar records and all other official records, wherever applicable.
If any person has any objection to this correction, the same may 
be conveyed to the concerned authority within the prescribed 
period. Thereafter, no objection shall be entertained.

 Sd/- 
 Mohd Amin Sodager 
S/o Gh Mohi-Ud Din Sodager
R/o Arhama, Tehsil & District Shopian	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Parveda Akhtar, W/o Amir Ahmad Manhas, R/o Shadab 
Karewa, Tehsil & District Shopian, hereby notify that my name 
has been wrongly recorded as Fareda Akhtar in my Aadhaar 
Card bearing No. 9821 2283 3837. My correct and actual name 
is Parveda Akhtar.
If any person has any objection to the above correction, the 
same may be submitted before the concerned Aadhaar Enrol-
ment/Update Centre within the prescribed period. Thereafter, 
no objection shall be entertained.
Sd/-
Parveda Akhtar	 fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Shahnawaz Ahmad Mir, F/o Sheharyar Ahmad Mir, R/o Village 
Wachi, Tehsil Zainapora, District Shopian, J&K, hereby notify that 
the name of my minor son has been wrongly recorded as Mir She-
haryar Ahmad in the Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No. 7604 
5113 6640. His correct and actual name is Sheharyar Ahmad Mir.
If any person has any objection to the above correction, the 
same may be submitted before the concerned Aadhaar Enrol-
ment/Update Centre within the prescribed period. Thereafter, 
no objection shall be entertained.
Shahnawaz Ahmad Mir  F/o Sheharyar Ahmad Mir
R/o Village Wachi, Tehsil Zainapora, District Shopian

fko

OFFICE OF THE 
NAIB TEHSILDAR KALANTRA

Subject: Application of Bashir Ahmad Ahanger S/o Noor Mohd 
Ahanger R/o Dandmoh Tehsil Kreeri for the issuance Of OBC 
Certificate in favor of his daughter Nighat Bashir.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the Subject cited above, the applicant has submitted 
the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of OBC 
Certificate. In     this connection, a report of Patwari halqa has 
been sought which reveals that the applicant is currently resid-
ing in the village Dandmoh of Tehsil Kreeri. The family strength 
of applicant is 6 having annual income of Rs. 410000/= the de-
tails of the family of the applicant are as follows:

S. 
No

Name of 
the Family 
Member

Relation-
ship with 
the Head of 
the Family

Age in 
Years

Occupa-
tion

Annual 
Income

1. Bashir Ahmad 
Ahanger

Self 50 Black-
smith

-

2. Haseena 
Begum

Wife 45 House-
wife

-

3. Abid Ahmad Son 25 Labor -
4. Amir Ahmad Son 24 Student -
5. Nighat Bashir Daughter 19 Student -
6. Basharat 

Bashir
Son 17 Student -

Therefore, through this Public Notice objections are being 
sought from the public, if any person has any objection, he/
she can submit their objections in the office of the undersigned 
within 07 days (Seven days) positively from the date the notice 
has been published. No objection shall be entertained after the 
stipulated time.
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Kreeri

 NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC
 THE JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE 
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

  CERTIFICATES-KD, NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR

   ATTENTION PLEASE

 I have passed /appeared in SSE/HSE-I/
HSE-II (Class 10th,11th) under Roll No's. 
117021083 /217004017 Session A/R Year 
2025. Through the Jammu & Kashmir Board 
of School Education. The error has been 
committed by the Institution  against my D-
O-B  as 03-03-2010 instead of 03-07-2010.
 Now i have applied for correction / rectifica-
tion of error in the Jammu & Kashmir board 
of School Education, New campus Bemina, Srinagar. If any per-
son has any objection in this regard may file the same in the of-
fice of the Deputy Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days 
from the date of publication of this notice, afterthe expiry of 
said period, no objection will be entertained.
 This is published for the information of the general public. The 
Correct particulars be recorded as under:

  Name: TAWHEEDA JAN,  
Fathers Name: GHULAM MOHAMMAD BHAT, 
Mothers Name, AMEENA 
Date of Birth: 03-07-2010, 
Residence:- PALLAR BUDGAM. 
Mobile: 7006295711		  mcb

 OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER     BUDGAM 

 Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to 
the License No.JK-0420240002108    issued in favour of SAJID 
SAJAD MIR  Parentage SAJAD HUSSAIN MIR
	 Whereas an application has been recieved by one 
SAJID SAJAD MIR  Parentage SAJAD HUSSAIN MIR  wherein 
he claimed that the Name  has been wrongly recorded in the 
records of Driving Licenses as SAJJID SAJAD MIR Which needs 
to be changed as SAJID SAJAD MIR Also the D-O-B is entered 
in license as 25-06-2003 which needs te be changed as 14-11-
2005.
 	 Now therefore it is notified for the information of 
the general public that objections if any in this regard shal 
reach in written in the office of the   Assistant Regional Trans-
port office  Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of 
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of 
stipulated time no objection will be entertained.

mcb	 Assistant Regional Transport officer
 	 Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

Media line advt

I have changed my name from (old name)  Mumin 

Reyaz Shah S/o Reyaz Ahmad Shah  to (new 

name)Mumin Riyaz Shah S/o Riyaz Ahmad Shah. In 

future i will be known as (new name) Mumin Riyaz 

Shah S/o Riyaz Ahmad Shah.

If anybody is having any objection he/she may contact 

passport office srinagar, within & 7 days. After 7 days 

no objection will be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Saqib Hussain Paswal, S/o Ghulam Qadir Paswal, R/o Katho-
hallan Keller, Shopian, hereby notify that the Aadhaar records 
of my brother have been wrongly entered as Sahib Hussain Pas-
wal, D.O.B 05/05/2015, S/o Ghulam Qadir Paswal.
As per the school records of Govt. Middle School Nagbal Katho-
hallan, the correct particulars are:
Correct Name : Shoiab Ahmad Paswal
Correct D.O.B:  25/12/2016
Father's Name: Ghulam Qadir Paswal
This notice is published for correction of the Aadhaar records. If 
any person has any objection, the same may be submitted be-
fore the concerned Aadhaar Enrolment/Update Centre within 
the prescribed period; thereafter no objection shall be enter-
tained.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

Media line advt

I have changed my name from (old name)  Masrat 

Jamsheed  to (new name) Masarat Jamsheed. In 

future i will be known as (new name)

Masarat Jamsheed .

If anybody is having any objection he/she may 

contact passport office srinagar, within & 7 days. 

After 7 days no objection will be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mohd Nasir Shamas, Father of Hasnain Nasir, a student of Class 8th 
bearing Admission No. 0628 at G.D. Goenka Public School, Srinagar, 
hereby notify the general public that I intend to correct the 
parentage name recorded in the school records of my son from "M. 
Nasir Shamas" to "Mohd Nasir Shamas"
Any person having any objection may submit the same in writing to 
the authorities of G.D. Goenka Public School, Srinagar, within seven 
(7) days from the date of publication of this notice. No objection 
received thereafter shall be entertained.

Mohd Nasir Shamas
F/o Hasnain Nasir 

House no 8, New colony sector B Nigeen Hazratbal
Media line advt

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MECHANICAL&HOSPITALSDIVISION SRINAGAR

--------Telefax:- 0194-2496089
Gist of e-tender

e-NIT No:  M&HDS/TS /2026-27/30/e-tendering, 
  Dated:  29.06.2026

	
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited on percentage basis from registered/reputed/experienced firms with 
J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the below mentioned work: -

Name of Work Est. Cost 
(Rs. in 
Lacs) 

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
rupees)

Time of comple-
tion (in days)

AA Accorded 
Vide No:

TS No Earnest Money Position of 
Funds

Replacement of Bed Head 
Panel at various locations 
at Govt Chest Disease 
Hospital Srinagar.

1.98 100 15 07 MCS of 2026  
Dt:23.04.2026

M&HDS/TS/09  
Of  17/26

5% of the  
stimate cost

Available with 
intending 
Department

SITC of nitrous oxide 
and oxygen manifold in 
trauma operation theatre 
at Govt. SMHS Hospital, 
Srinagar 

0.50 100 10 07 MCS of 2026 
Dt:23.04.2026

02 of 06/26 (Sd 
1st)

 5% of the  
stimate cost

 Available 
with intending 
Department

1.	 Downloading of Bids:- The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of    quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
from 29.06.2026(16.00 hrs) and can be downloaded from 29.06.2026(18.00 hrs)
2.	 Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site 29.06.2026 (18.00 hrs) to   
06.07.2026(13:00hrs )  in two (02)  covers.
3.	 Opening of Bids :- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 06.07.2026 at 15.00(hrs)

	 Sd/-
Executive Engineer, 

										          M&HD, Srinagar
No: M&HDS/TS/1715-19                                                                                DIPK-2714/26	  Dated:30.06.2026

Gvernment of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL KULGAM
01931-260028				    @CEOMCKULGAM	   	         eomc-kulgam@jk.gov.in

Subject: Auction of Hoardings contract at MC Kulgam, for a period of 03 Years.

AUCTION NOTICE.
Auction Notice No: MC/KGM/2026/ 92

Dated: 29 /06/2026.

For and on behalf of Lt Governor of J&K UT, term E-tenders (in single cover system) are invited from the interested persons / parties 
for Auction of Hoarding sites at Municipal Council Kulgam, for a period of 03 Years, 2026-27, 2027-28 & 2028-29 w.e.f, 15.07.2026. The 
Minimum reserved bid is fixed Rs.6,06,964/- (Rupees Six Lacs Six Thousand & Nine Hundred and Sixty Four Only)). For the 1st year i,e 
2026-27, and there will be Enhancement of 10% on the contract amount of  2026-27 for 2027-28 & further 10% for the year 2028-29. 
The information is as under:

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 29.06.2026 from 04:00 PM

2 Period of downloading of bidding docu-
ments

From 29.06.2026  to 06.07.2026

3 Bid submission Start Date 29.06.2026 from 05:00 PM 

4 Bid submission End Date 06.07.2026 upto 02.00 PM

5 Date & Time of opening of Bids (Online) 06.07.2026 at 04.00 PM in the Office of CEO MC Kulgam.

6 Submission of CDR. The bidder shall be bound to accompany his bids offers with Call Deposit Re-
ceipt (CDR) of Rs. 12,139/=@ 2% of the Minimum Reserve Bid of each amount 
drawn from any Nationalized bank, pledged to the Accounts Officer, Municipal 
Council Kulgam, (without which offers shall be liable for rejection)

7 Mode of Payment 10% to be deposited on spot as token money and 65% of the total bid amount 
shall be deposited by the highest bidder before taking over the possession, and 
balance 25% of the bid amount has to be deposited within three months for 
which an irrecoverable bank guarantee from a nationalized/scheduled bank is 
to be submitted, separately.

DIPK-NB-920/26						                                                   Chief Executive Officer
dated: 30-06-22026	                                                                                                                      Municipal Council Kulgam.

Press Trust of India

A protein responsible for pro-
tecting genes and regulating 
gene activity could help ex-
plain why male and female 

bodies respond differently to dis-
ease and ageing, according to new 
research.
Researchers from Mass General 
Brigham, a US-based integrated 
healthcare system, and Spain's Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Institute said 
the biological reasons behind sex-
based differences in disease devel-
opment and ageing remain poorly 
understood.
Scientists have increasingly been ex-
amining sex chromosomes to better 
understand what may drive these dif-
ferences.
Findings published in the journal 
Nature show that SIRT7, a protein in-
volved in how cells respond to stress 
and ageing, plays a critical role in 
maintaining the health of the X chro-
mosome, one of the two sex chromo-
somes that determine biological sex.
Females typically carry two X chro-
mosomes (XX), while males carry one 
X and one Y chromosome (XY).
In female cells, one of the X chromo-
somes is normally switched off to 
keep gene activity balanced.
The researchers conducted experi-
ments in mice and found that when 
SIRT7 is absent, that balance breaks 
down. The inactive X chromosome 
becomes overly silenced, while the 
active X chromosome becomes exces-
sively active.
According to the researchers, this 
overactivity disrupts normal gene 
regulation and makes the active X 

chromosome more vulnerable to DNA 
damage and genome instability.
The effects were found to be stron-
gest in females. Female animal mod-
els lacking SIRT7 showed greater DNA 
damage, poorer health and shorter 
lifespans compared with males.
“(An) increased (active X chromo-
some) expression leads to genome 
imbalance and (an) augmented X-
chromosome upregulation,” the au-
thors wrote.
The researchers said SIRT7 appears 
to safeguard X chromosome integrity 
by keeping the active X chromosome 

stable and maintaining balanced 
gene activity.
The team said the findings provide 
new insight into why ageing, disease 
risk and biological responses can dif-
fer between the sexes.
By uncovering how the X chromo-
some is regulated, the study could 
help inform future approaches to 
treating conditions that affect females 
and males differently, they said.
“We propose that the sex bias in 
SIRT7 biology can be explained in 
part by unequal effects on the sex 
chwromosomes,” the authors wrote.

Study Links Gene-Protecting 
Protein To Differences In 
Male, Female Biology

A protein involved in how cells respond to stress and 
ageing, plays a critical role in maintaining the health of the X 

chromosome, one of the two sex chromosomes that determine 
biological sex.
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 3: 37

ZUHR	 12:33

ASR	 5: 34
Magrib	 7: 50                                       
ISHA	 9: 31

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

15  Muharram

1448

•	 69 -  Roman General Vespasian is first proclaimed 
Emperor by troops in Egypt, during year of the four 
emperors

•	 251  - The Battle of Abrittus is won by the Goths 
against the Romans. Roman Emperors Decius and 
Herennius Etruscus are killed

•	 1097 -  1st Crusaders defeat Sultan Kilidj Arslan of 
Nicea

•	 1200  - In China, sunglasses are invented
•	 1253 -  Battle at Westkapelle-Floris the Guardian 

beats Gwijde van Dampierre
•	 1543  - England & Scotland sign Peace treaty of 

Greenwich
•	 1674 -  Spain, France & Netherlands form Triple 

Alliance
•	 1690 -  Army of Protestant King William III defeats 

deposed Roman Catholic King James II in Battle of 
Boyne in Ireland

•	 1747 -  Battle at Lafeld: France beat British/Dutch 
army

•	 USA
•	 1776  -1st vote on Declaration of Independence for 

Britain's North American colonies
•	 1798  - Napoleon's fleet reaches Alexandria, Egypt
•	 1810 -  Louis Napoleon abdicates as king of the 

Netherlands
•	 1839  - Abdul-Medjid succeeds Mahmud II as Sultan 

of Turkey
•	 1862  - Battle of Malvern Hill [Poindexter's 

Farm], day 7 of 7 days battles, Union forces repel 
Confederate attack, Tactical Union victory (US Civil 
War)

•	 1890  - Great Britain and Germany sign Zanzibar-
Helgoland Treaty

•	 1896 -  Wilfrid Laurier sworn in as 1st French speaking 
Prime Minister of Canada

•	 1905 -  Albert Einstein introduces his theory of 
special relativity

•	 1910  - Union of South Africa becomes a dominion

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In preparation for the an-
nual Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra, Di-
visional Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, on Tuesday conducted 
a comprehensive review of the ar-
rangements put in place at Srinagar 
International Airport to ensure a 
safe, seamless, and hassle-free trav-
el experience for pilgrims.

During the inspection, the Di-
visional Commissioner assessed 
the facilities established for Yatris, 
including dedicated eKYC counters, 
Yatra Facilitation Centre, passenger 
reception areas, and other essential 
facilities available at the airport.

On the occasion, senior officials 
from the Civil Administration, Air-

port Authority, Jammu and Kash-
mir Police, and the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) briefed 
the Divisional Commissioner on 
the preparedness and coordination 
measures undertaken by their re-
spective departments to facilitate 
the smooth movement of pilgrims at 
the Airport.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Div Com stressed the need for coor-
dination and robust communication 
mechanisms to ensure the timely 
resolution of issues and uninter-
rupted services for the pilgrims.

Pertinently, in a major step to-
wards facilitating the seamless and 
pilgrim-friendly Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra-2026, the local Administra-
tion have substantially augmented 

the registration infrastructure 
across Kashmir.

The total number of pilgrim fa-
cilitation counters has been increased 
from 54 in 2025 to 131 in 2026, which in-
cludes a significant increase in E-KYC 
counters from 21 to 59, RFID counters 
from 20 to 32, and on-spot registration 
counters from 13 to 40.

The additional registration fa-
cilities have been established at key 
locations including Pantha Chowk, 
Srinagar International Airport and 
Railway Station Nowgam.

During the visit, the Div 
Com was accompanied by DC 
Budgam Athar Aamir, Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Budgam, and other officers from 
the concerned departments.

Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026

Div Com Kashmir Reviews Facilities 
for Yatris at Srinagar Airport

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Department of Urdu, 
University of Kashmir ( KU) 
organised the release of Durr-e-
Naayaab (The Rare Pearl), a bi-
ography authored by Minister 
for Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and Edu-
cation, SakeenaItoo, at Main 
Campus here.

The event brought together 
eminent academicians, literary 
personalities, students, scholars 
and writers  to celebrate a work 
that chronicles the life, public 
service and enduring legacy 
of veteran political leader late 
Shaheed Wali Mohammad Itoo.

The book release function 

was presided over by Vice-Chan-
cellor KU Prof. Nilofer Khan, 
while Sakeena Itoo attended the 
programme as the Chief Guest 
and author of the book.

Addressing the gathering, 
Sakeena Itoo expressed her 
gratitude to the Department 
of Urdu and the University of 
Kashmir for organising the re-
lease of Durr-e-Naayaab at the 
UT’s  premier institution.

Describing the occasion as 
deeply meaningful, the Minis-
ter said that she considered it 
a tribute to the enduring legacy 
of her late father and appreci-
ated the University’s initiative 
in bringing the work before the 
academic community. “I thank 
the Department of Urdu and the 

University of Kashmir for hon-
ouring the rich legacy of my late 
father by releasing this book 
at this premier institution and 
highest seat of learning,” she 
said.

Calling Durr-e-Naayaab 
perhaps the most meaningful 
contribution she could make to 
society, the Minister said the 
biography represented years 
of painstaking research, reflec-
tion and emotional commit-
ment. She remarked that if she 
was ever asked to identify her 
greatest contribution beyond 
public life, she would point to 
this book, which documents the 
values, struggles and unwav-
ering commitment of a leader 

whose life was devoted to public 
service.

She added that the work 
was compiled after years of 
sustained effort and drew ex-
tensively upon family archives, 
personal memories and histori-
cal records.

Reflecting on the emotion-
al journey behind the book, 
Sakeena Itoo said that writing 
the biography of a person with 
whom one shares a deep emo-
tional bond was one of the most 
difficult literary exercises. 
She recalled that many forgot-
ten anecdotes were revived 
through her mother’s recol-
lections, which helped recon-
struct significant episodes of 
her father’s life.

KU Hosts Book Release 
Ceremony of ‘Durr-e-Naayaab’

Gvernment of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL KULGAM

01931-260028	 @CEOMCKULGAM	   eomc-kulgam@jk.gov.in 

Subject: Auction of Adda Entry Fee / Terminal Tax collection contract for the year 	 2026-27, 2027-28 and 2028-29 (03 Years) at MC Kulgam.

AUCTION NOTICE.
E - NIT No: MC/KGM/2026/91

Dated: 29/06/2026.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K UT, term e-tenders (in single cover system) are invited from the interested persons/parties for Auction 
of Adda Entry Fee / Terminal Tax of Municipal Council Kulgam, for the year 2026-27,2027-28 and 2028-29  w.e.f.15.07.2026 . The Minimum reserved 
bid is fixed Rs.84,82,100/- Lacs (Rupees Eighty Four lacs Eighty Two Thousand One Hundred Only), for the 1st Year  i.e, 2026-27 and there will be 
enhancement of 10% on the contract amount of 2026-27 for 2027-28 and 10 % for the Year 2028-29:- The details of Entry Fee collection posts is 
as under:-

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 29.06.2026 from 04:00 PM
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 29.06.2026  to 06.07.2026
3 Bid submission Start Date 29.06.2026 from 5:00 PM 
4 Bid submission End Date 06.07.2026 upto 02.00 PM
5 Date & Time of opening of Bids (Online) 06.07.2026 at 04.00 PM in the Office of CEO MC Kulgam.
6 Submission of CDR. The bidder shall be bound to accompany his bids offers with Call Deposit Receipt 

(CDR) of Rs. 1,69,642/=@ 2% of the Minimum Reserve Bid of each amount drawn 
from any Nationalized bank, pledged to the Accounts Officer, Municipal Council 
Kulgam, (without which offers shall be liable for rejection)

7 Mode of Payment 10% to be deposited on spot as token money and 65% of the total bid amount shall 
be deposited by the highest bidder before taking over the possession, and balance 
25% of the bid amount has to be deposited within three months for which an ir-
recoverable bank guarantee from a nationalized/scheduled bank is to be submitted, 
separately.

Chief Executive Officer
DIPK-NB-918/26	    Municipal Council Kulgam
dated: 30-06-2026	

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly spelled in my  JKBOSE Certificate as Saqi-
brasool while the correct spelling is Saqib Rasool. Now I have applied 
for the correction of the same . If anybody has any objection in thsi re-
gard he/she may fiel them in the concerned office within seven days. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Saqib Rasool 
S/O Ghulam Rasool Teli 	 fko

BEFORE THE HON’BLE COURT OF 
PR. DISTRICT JUDGE PULWAMA 

1.Masroora Akhter	   	 V/S	 Public at large 
D/O Wali Mohd Malik	  		   
R/O Newa Pulwama 				  
2.Kumail Abbas S/O Mohd Abbas Malik 
R/O Gangoo Pulwama 
(Caveators/applicants)	   	 (Caveatee/non- applicant)

In the matter of: Caveat application on behalf of caveaters for afford-
ing an opportunity of being heard to the caveators before passing any 
order in favour of caveatee/non-applicant.

May it please your Honour
	 The caveator submits as under:-
1. That the Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited has invited 
applications for installation of a petrol pump at Gudoora Pulwama 
(within 02 kms from District Court Pulwama towards Newa on NH-
444) and besides the other candidates the caveators have also sub-
mitted the application form for allotment of the said petrol pump and 
the caveators were declared as successful candidates at the time of 
draw of lots and accordingly LOI has been issued by the said oil com-
pany in favour of the caveators. 
2.That the caveators have apprehension that the candidates who have 
been not allotted the said petrol pump or any other person will insti-
tute a suit against the caveators with respect to the allotment of said 
petrol pump on the basis of wrong facts.
In the premises it is as such prayed that in case any suit relating to the 
above mentioned petrol pump is instituted by any person, the cave-
ators may be given an opportunity of being heard before passing any 
order against the caveators in the interest of justice.
fko	 CAVEATORS THROUGH COUNSEL 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas, I Rafiq Ahmad R/o Sathu Barbarshah, Kashmir, intend to apply 
in the Department of Tourism for registration of my proposed Home Stay 
unit under the name and style “M/s Grand Humzah” situated at Behind 
Flour Mill, Sathu Barbarshah, Srinagar Kashmir, under the Tourist Trade 
Act 1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas, I shall submit all the relevant records and documents to the 
Department of Tourism, as per the prescribed checklist, prior to registra-
tion of my unit as a Home Stay.
Now, as per the J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12, 
before my case is processed for registration by the Competent Author-
ity, the matter is hereby notified for information of the general public, 
financial institutions, banks, organizations, etc., for objection, if any. The 
same should reach the Deputy Director, Tourism Registration (email: 
ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the publication of 
this notice. No objections received beyond the period of 7 days shall be 
entertained.
S/d: Rafiq Ahmad 
R/o Sathu Barbarshah, Srinagar	 ss

Observer News Service

Srinagar: With just couple of days 
remaining for the commencement 
of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026, the 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg visited Integrated 
Command Control Centre (ICCC), 
Srinagar to assess the functioning 
of the surveillance & monitoring 
centre for ensuring smooth conduct 
of annual religious pilgrimage.

During the visit, the Div Com 
watched glitch-free streaming of 
visuals of Yatra camps and routes. 
On the occasion, he also interacted 
with the deployed staff and as-
sessed data compilation during the 
day besides availability of depart-
ment-wise information regarding 
on ground services, logistics and 
essential commodities.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Div Com highlighted the importance 
of the ICCC for inter-departmental 
coordination and synchronization 
of collective efforts of agencies for 

successful conduct of yatra.
He said that the camera net-

work helps administration in 
prompt dissemination of messages 

and undertake appropriate ac-
tions during vagaries of weather.

While terming ICCC as a 
nerve centre of Yatra monitor-
ing, the Div Com said that teams 
of various departments are de-
ployed at the centre to monitor 
cameras round-the-clock for fool-
proof arrangements and ensuring 
best facilities to the pilgrims.

He informed that weather re-
lated updates will also be shared 
by IMD through display screens in-
stalled enroute and  camps for real-
time information. 

The Div Com informed that 
Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor has al-
ready taken comprehensive review 
of arrangements during his visit to 
Baltal and Nunwan base camps.

Leveraging on the previous 
record influx of Yatris, the Div 
Com asked devotees to come with 
much fervor for the pilgrimage 
and requested them to share their 
feedback with the administration 
on 01942740003 for improvement 
in facilities.

Div Com inspects functioning of ICCC Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A plumber sustained 
critical injuries after he was 
reportedly electrocuted and fell 
from a height while carrying out 
plumbing work at a residential 
house in the Barzulla area of Sri-
nagar on Tuesday.

The injured man was ini-
tially taken to the Bone and 
Joint Hospital and was later 
referred to SMHS Hospital for 
specialised treatment.

According to the house 
owner, the plumber was work-

ing at his residence when he re-
portedly came into contact with 
an electric current. The electric 
shock was followed by a fall from 
a height, resulting in a serious 
head injury.

Hospital sources identified 
the injured as Noor Mohammad, 
aged around 45 to 50 years. His 
complete address and parentage 
were not immediately known.

As per KNT, doctors at 
SMHS Hospital said the injured 
man's condition was critical.

Police have taken note of the 
incident and further investiga-
tion is underway.

Plumber Critically Injured After 
Electrocution, Fall from Height

Teams Of 
Various 

departments are 
deployed at the 
centre to monitor 
cameras round-the-
clock for foolproof 
arrangements and 
ensuring best 
facilities to the 
pilgrims
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Kashmir’s Next Economy

Kashmir already possesses the ingredients to become India’s 
first mountain innovation hub. 

The question is whether the government will build an 
ecosystem that converts scientific research and youthful 

ambition into companies capable of solving problems far beyond the 
Himalayas.

Kashmir’s economy still leans heavily on tourism, horticulture 
and handicrafts. Those sectors remain valuable, though they also face 
mounting pressure from climate shifts, changing consumer demand 
and seasonal disruptions. 

Economic diversification has therefore become a practical neces-
sity rather than a development watchword. 

Public employment alone cannot absorb a growing pool of educat-
ed young people, while migration continues to drain talent that local 
institutions spent years producing.

Government policy has finally begun moving in a more productive 
direction. Earlier this year, the Department for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade signed a partnership with the Jammu and Kashmir Entre-
preneurship Development Institute to strengthen startup incubation, men-
torship, investment networks and access to international markets. 

That initiative builds on the Union Territory’s Startup Policy 2024-
27, which expands incubators, seed funding and institutional support 
for entrepreneurs. Decision-makers have also identified agri-tech, food 
processing and eco-tourism as sectors with substantial growth potential.

Facts and figures already point toward an economy capable of 
much more. 

Jammu and Kashmir recorded exports worth nearly $230 million 
during 2024-25, while the latest Startup Ecosystem Ranking places 
growing emphasis on entrepreneurship rather than dependence on 
conventional employment. 

Those figures reveal an economy beginning to widen its base, though 
sustained success depends on turning startups into globally competitive 
businesses rather than celebrating registration numbers alone.

Scientific institutions provide Kashmir with an advantage that 
few regions possess. 

Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Tech-
nology has built an innovation ecosystem that reports more than 100 
funded startups, over 120 granted patents and nearly ₹28 crore raised 
by incubated ventures. 

That record demonstrates a simple truth: research generates eco-
nomic value when laboratories connect with investors, manufactur-
ers and markets instead of remaining confined to academic journals.

Mountain regions also present commercial opportunities that 
much of the world increasingly seeks. 

High-altitude agriculture, precision horticulture, water manage-
ment, biodiversity science, disaster forecasting, renewable energy and 
remote healthcare represent expanding fields as climate pressures in-
tensify in mountain communities worldwide. 

Kashmir understands those conditions through lived experience, 
scientific research and institutional knowledge. That combination 
creates an advantage difficult to replicate elsewhere.

Successful innovation clusters grow through long-term collabora-
tion rather than headline announcements. 

Bengaluru flourished because universities, entrepreneurs, inves-
tors and industry reinforced one another over decades. Kashmir can 
pursue its own version, grounded in mountain science rather than 
software outsourcing. 

Capital, broadband connectivity, intellectual property protection 
and stronger university-industry partnerships would give talented 
graduates stronger reasons to build companies at home instead of pur-
suing opportunity elsewhere.

India’s innovation map remains incomplete while the Himalayas 
remain absent from its economic imagination. 

Kashmir has reached a point where scientific knowledge can be-
come commercial strength. National investment should now follow 
that possibility with conviction.
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Dr. Fiaz Maqbool Fazili

T
here came a point in my career when 
medicine stopped looking familiar. 

Years spent as a surgeon taught 
me how to diagnose, operate and make 

difficult clinical decisions. But sitting outside 
a consultation room as the caregiver of a close 
family member taught me something far more 
profound. 

Medical school had prepared me to stand be-
side an operating table, but life placed me on the 
other side of the consultation door, waiting with 
investigation reports in my hand and hope tied 
to a doctor’s response.

Like millions of families, I found myself 
staring at my phone after sending a WhatsApp 
message to the treating doctor. Then the blue 
ticks appeared. 

The clinical facts hadn’t changed, but my 
emotional state had. My anxiety eased the mo-
ment someone acknowledged my concern. Hope 
returned before any medicine was prescribed. 

Healing began with a simple human gesture.
That experience transformed my under-

standing of medicine more deeply than any con-
ference or textbook ever could.

Doctors treat disease, while patients re-
member how doctors made them feel.

But while Doctor’s Day celebrates doctors, 
I keep wondering: what kind of doctor do people 
hope to meet when they fall ill?

Credentials, fellowships and academic titles 
certainly count, but presence counts even more. 

A reassuring smile can calm fear before a fe-
ver falls, while gentle words restore confidence 

before investigations confirm a diagnosis. 
Countless doctors live that ideal every day 

through humility, compassion and unwavering 
commitment to patient welfare. They remain the 
strongest foundation of our healthcare system.

Medicine, however, shares the weaknesses 
found in any profession. 

Commercial pressures tempt some physi-
cians into viewing people through the lens of fi-
nancial return instead of human suffering. That 
shift damages far more than individual patients. 

Trust forms the foundation of medicine, and trust 
weakens when ethics surrender to commerce. 

And sadly, dedicated physicians pay the 
price for conduct they never embraced.

At the same time, medical science keeps ad-
vancing at astonishing speed. Artificial intelli-
gence assists diagnosis, robotic surgery expands 
surgical possibilities, and precision medicine 
transforms treatment plans with extraordinary 
sophistication. 
But patients still voice one complaint more 
often than almost any other: “The doctor 
didn’t listen.” 
Scientific excellence alone cannot fill that gap. 

Communication stands at the centre of heal-
ing because patients rarely possess the expertise 
to judge clinical knowledge. They judge honesty, 
patience, kindness and respect. Those qualities 
remain with them even after they forget the 
names of medicines.

Doctors have a beautiful Urdu word for this 
human quality: Khulq. English never captures 
its full meaning. 

Kindness, humility, patience, empathy 

and gracious speech all live inside that sin-
gle expression. 

When someone says, “Doctor sahib ka bahut 
achha Khulq hai,” they honour far more than 
technical competence. Professional excellence 
wins recognition. Khulq wins trust, gratitude 
and heartfelt prayers.

Communication therefore belongs beside 
diagnosis and treatment as a core clinical skill. 

Listening carefully, explaining illness in 
language families understand, discussing ben-
efits and risks honestly, obtaining informed 
consent, answering anxious questions patiently 
and preparing relatives when treatment shifts 

toward comfort all influence outcomes. 
Those human interactions hold therapeutic 

value because they reduce fear and strengthen 
confidence.

Families especially remember the hardest 
conversations, even as laboratory values fade 
from memory, and medication schedules be-
come blurred with time.  

People recall whether the doctor sat beside 
them, listened carefully, spoke truthfully with 
compassion and remained present through un-
certainty. 

Medical education spends years teaching 
anatomy, pathology and pharmacology. But 

communication and empathy often receive far 
less attention. 

Young doctors learn those qualities from se-
nior colleagues. Strong mentors pass on habits 
that strengthen patient relationships. Detached 
role models pass on habits that weaken them.

Patients today participate actively in 
decisions about their care. They seek under-
standable explanations, respectful dialogue 
and genuine partnership. Doctors guide rath-
er than dictate. 

They educate rather than intimidate, 
and acknowledge fears instead of brushing 
them aside. 

Behind every patient stands someone’s 
mother, father, spouse or child. And behind 
every investigation lies anxiety. Several extra 
minutes spent listening often prevent misun-
derstanding, complaints and mistrust far more 
effectively than another prescription.

But it’s equally true that modern healthcare 
places immense pressure on physicians. 

Overcrowded clinics, staff shortages, ad-
ministrative burdens and burnout test even the 
most dedicated doctors. 

These realities explain many frustrations, 
but they also highlight medicine’s defining 
strength: humanity.

Faith traditions recognise this. 
In Islam, physicians are honoured for re-

lieving suffering, while healing ultimately be-
longs to God, a belief that keeps humility at the 
heart of medicine.

The Hippocratic Oath comes alive through 
everyday acts of care.

So Doctor’s Day is also a time for introspection. 
When illness enters my family, what kind of 

doctor would I hope to meet? 
My answer is simple: skilled hands treat, 

but compassionate hearts heal.
— 

The author is a senior consultant surgeon, 
who writes frequently on healthcare reforms. He 

can be reached at drfiazfazili@gmail.com.

The Heart of Medicine
Doctor’s Day marks an opportunity to ask whether medicine still 

places healing people alongside treating disease.

Faisal Kawoosa 

I
ndustrial revival in Jammu and 
Kashmir has long been treated as a 
banking exercise. 

Loans turn bad, recovery pro-
ceedings begin, one-time settlement 
schemes appear, assets change hands 
and balance sheets improve. 

Banks eventually close files, govern-
ment departments count another interven-
tion, and the economy gains very little. 

That cycle explains why industrial 
sickness has remained a recurring fea-
ture instead of becoming a solvable 
problem in Kashmir.

Large numbers of micro, small and 
medium enterprises now fall under the 
category of “sick” units, although stake-
holders cite different estimates. 

Some place the figure close to 90 per-
cent in one form or another. 

Whatever the precise number, the 
conclusion remains the same: a region 
that already entered industrialisation 
later than much of India has watched a 
significant share of its productive capac-
ity lose momentum. 

That reality places enormous pres-
sure on Jammu and Kashmir’s limited 
lending ecosystem, led mainly by J&K 
Bank, while weakening employment, pro-
duction and investment at the same time.

Financial restructuring alone can-
not repair that damage because the 
problem extends far beyond unpaid 
loans. A functioning industrial unit 
represents far more than the money 
borrowed to establish it. 

Government allocates land at con-
cessional prices, develops roads, pow-
er infrastructure and water supply, 
and creates an industrial ecosystem 
around the enterprise. Workers build 
livelihoods around those investments. 
Local production reduces dependence 
on imported goods while contributing 
to the Union Territory’s Gross State 
Domestic Product. 

Once a factory shuts its gates, those 
public investments lose value together 
with the economic activity they were 
meant to generate.

Current policy continues to view 
industrial sickness through the nar-
row lens of loan recovery. Banks un-
derstandably pursue outstanding dues 
because public money remains at stake. 
Asset sales often recover only part of the 
original exposure, leaving lenders with 
losses anyway. 

That process also leaves factories idle, 
machinery unused, workers unemployed 
and industrial land blocked for years. 

Economic recovery never be-
gins because productive activity 

never resumes.
A stronger strategy begins with a 

simple question: why did individual 
units fail in the first place? 

Public discussion usually points to 
external disruptions. Jammu and Kash-
mir endured the devastating floods of 
2014, prolonged political unrest in 2016, 
the constitutional transition of 2019 and 
the global pandemic soon afterward. 

Those events disrupted businesses 
on an enormous scale and interrupted 
investment plans throughout the region. 
Their economic consequences remain 
visible today.

External shocks, however, rarely 
tell the complete story. 

Sound industrial policy demands 
careful diagnosis of individual enter-
prises instead of broad assumptions 
about an entire sector. 

Some businesses probably collapsed 
because circumstances overwhelmed 
viable operations, others may have suf-
fered from weak financial planning, 
poor governance, outdated business 
models or ineffective management. 

Distinguishing one category from an-
other creates the difference between intel-
ligent intervention and repeated failure.

Management research consistently 
identifies poor leadership among the 
principal causes of business collapse. 
Business history also supplies numer-
ous examples of firms that survived 
because leadership changed direction 
before it became too late. 

Successful pivots rarely depend on 
replacing all physical assets. Management 
identifies stronger markets, adjusts prod-
ucts, improves operations and extracts 
greater value from existing resources. 

Those lessons apply as much to 
Kashmir’s manufacturing sector as they 
do anywhere else.

Such analysis also shifts the objec-
tive of rehabilitation. 

Authorities should focus less on as-
signing blame than on identifying work-
able solutions. Management consultants 
routinely diagnose operational weak-
nesses before recommending corrective 
action. Industrial policy should follow 

the same discipline. 
Treating all sick units as identical 

produces generic rescue packages that 
overlook the actual causes behind failure.

Suppose careful assessment con-
cludes that even 10 percent of sick 
MSMEs primarily suffer from man-
agement problems rather than struc-
tural collapse. 

Conservative estimates suggest 
that roughly 1,800 enterprises could re-
turn to production. 

Even if those units employed only 
five people apiece, nearly 9,000 jobs 
could reappear. 

Actual employment figures would 
likely prove much larger once scientific 
evaluation measures the full industrial 
ecosystem surrounding those businesses.

That possibility demands a different 
institutional framework. 

Government, lenders and industry 
departments should build operational 
partnerships rather than temporary 
financial settlements. Enterprises 
identified as commercially viable but 
managerially weak could move under 
professionally supervised operating 
boards. Existing promoters would con-
tinue participating with reduced eq-
uity and shared authority. Professional 
managers or specialist firms would 
receive ownership stakes tied to per-
formance while drawing salaries for 
running operations. 

J&K Bank and other lenders would 
extend working capital against measur-
able business targets instead of financ-
ing uncertainty. Government would 
simplify regulatory obstacles that fre-
quently burden struggling enterprises 
during revival.

Such collaboration aligns incen-
tives far better than the present system. 

Promoters preserve part of the en-
terprise they originally established. Pro-
fessional operators gain rewards linked 
directly to successful turnaround. 
Banks improve prospects for recovering 
loans through revived commercial ac-
tivity rather than distressed asset sales. 
Government finally sees industrial poli-
cy produce employment, manufacturing 

output and economic expansion rather 
than paperwork.

Selection of professional operating 
partners should follow an open evalu-
ation process where competing appli-
cants present detailed revival plans. 

Successful bidders could receive 
operating rights for five or ten years 
with clearly defined performance 
benchmarks. Those partners would 
later choose either to exit or remain 
shareholders depending on commer-
cial outcomes. 

Local promoters would continue 
contributing valuable knowledge of re-
gional markets and business conditions 
while experienced operators strengthen 
governance and execution.

Such a framework also changes how 
financial institutions view industrial 
revival. Banks possess both capital and 
institutional influence. Their role there-
fore extends beyond debt collection. 
They can become active participants 
in restoring productive capacity, pro-
vided the revival process rests on cred-
ible management structures rather than 
hope alone. 

Professional oversight reduces op-
erational risk and creates stronger con-
fidence for additional lending.

Kashmir cannot build an industrial 
future by liquidating industrial failure. 
Recovering fractions of unpaid loans 
while productive assets gather dust rep-
resents an expensive bargain for society. 

Land, infrastructure, public subsi-
dies, employment and manufacturing 
capacity together form a much larger 
investment than the outstanding value 
of bank credit. 

Public policy should protect that 
broader investment with the same de-
termination shown toward recovering 
financial assets.

Jammu and Kashmir’s industrial 
story still holds enormous potential, 
though potential alone creates nothing. 

Revival begins when institutions 
stop treating factories as distressed 
collateral and start treating them as 
productive enterprises capable of re-
turning to growth. 

That shift would strengthen local 
manufacturing, expand employment, in-
crease contribution to GSDP and build 
a stronger economic foundation for In-
dia’s Viksit Bharat vision. 

Success in one of the country’s 
most challenging industrial environ-
ments would strengthen the national 
economy through proof that thought-
ful diagnosis, professional manage-
ment and coordinated public action 
accomplish far more than another re-
covery notice ever could.

 The author is the chief analyst and 
co-founder of Techarc, and a leading 

voice on India’s technology industry. He 
advises businesses and policymakers on 
emerging trends, and serves on the jury 

of the GLOMO Awards at the Mobile 
World Congress in Barcelona.

Heal Kashmir’s Sick Industry
Financial relief keeps balance sheets moving, while Kashmir’s 

economy needs a revival model that diagnoses why factories fail 
and brings viable enterprises back into production.
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KASHMIR NOW SPEAKS FREQUENTLY ABOUT SMART 
CLASSROOMS, DIGITAL BOARDS, POLISHED CAMPUSES 
AND MODERN TRANSPORT. Those investments improve 

learning conditions, though they never replace the person leading 
the classroom. Master Ali Mohammad spent almost four decades 
demonstrating that technology supports education, but teachers 
define it. His career remained a sustained argument against the 
growing belief that education succeeds through branding, scale or 
commercial ambition.

What’s remarkable 
is not just his 
qualifications, 
but how he used 
them. Despite 
teaching medical 
stream students, 
he managed to win 
over those from 
the humanities too. 
He made physics 
feel alive. More 
than that, he made 
students stay.

The Legacy of Master Ali Mohammad
He began with four students in a converted cowshed and left Kashmir 

with one of its most enduring educational legacies.

Dr. Ashraf Zainabi

Some people establish schools. 
Master Ali Mohammad estab-
lished belief. 

That distinction explains why 
his death reaches far beyond the 
campus he founded in Naik Bagh, 
Nowgam.

Kashmir has lost an educator 
whose life challenged one of mod-
ern education’s strongest assump-
tions: money builds schools.

His work showed that trust 
builds them first.

My mind never goes to the pres-
ent-day FEI School when I think of 
him. It returns to 1988, when the 
institution opened inside a con-
verted two-room cowshed.

Four students enrolled during its 
first year, seven came the next.

Few looking at a campus serving 
nearly 1,500 students could imag-
ine those beginnings.

Those numbers tell the school’s 
story far better than its buildings.

Institutions born through hard-
ship develop habits that investment 
alone cannot produce.

Parents did not send their chil-
dren because the school promised 
prestige. They came because they 
believed the man standing at its 
centre. That confidence spread 
through families rather than 
advertisements.

One successful student encour-
aged another admission, one sat-
isfied parent convinced the next. 
Reputation travelled through lived 
experience, and the school ex-
panded on credibility rather than 

promotion.
Growth never altered the prin-

ciples that launched the institu-
tion. Private education became 
increasingly expensive while many 
families struggled to keep pace. 
FEI School continued charging less 
than one-quarter of the fees col-
lected by many established private 
schools.

That decision separated Master 
Ali Mohammad from much of the 
sector. Education remained a public 
calling even inside a privately man-
aged institution.

But lower fees never diluted aca-
demic standards.

Students from FEI consistently 
competed with, and often outper-
formed, peers studying in schools 
charging several times more.

That record exposed an uncom-
fortable truth: educational excel-
lence grows through committed 
teachers, disciplined classrooms 
and consistent leadership far more 
often than impressive architecture 
or expensive facilities.

Master Ali Mohammad embod-
ied that consistency for decades.

His own life strengthened the ar-
gument he asked others to believe.

A severe heart stroke pushed 
him into a struggle that would have 
ended many careers. Recovery de-
manded unusual determination, 
and retirement presented an obvi-
ous path, but he chose another one.

He returned to the school he 
had spent decades building be-
cause teaching remained his pur-
pose rather than his occupation. 
Students who heard him speak 
about perseverance eventually 
watched him live it.

Double pneumonia later placed 
another enormous burden on his 
health. Physical strength declined, 
although his commitment to edu-
cation held firm.

He remained connected to his 
mission until his final breath.

Death closed his life, but it never 
diminished the example he left 
behind.

Public debate about education 
usually centres on regulations, ex-
amination systems, infrastructure, 
technology and rankings. Those 

discussions influence schools, 
though they never explain why one 
institution transforms lives while 
another simply grants certificates.

The decisive force has always 
been the educator.

A motivated teacher changes an 
ordinary classroom, while an indif-
ferent one weakens even the finest 
campus.

Master Ali Mohammad under-
stood that truth long before deci-
sion-makers began discussing edu-
cational reform.

His generation measured 
achievement differently.

Annual profits never defined 
success, students did. Many chil-
dren who passed through FEI be-
came doctors, engineers, teachers, 

entrepreneurs and government 
officers. Many became the first 
graduates in their families. Their 
accomplishments changed the di-
rection of entire households.

Schools prepare children for ex-
aminations, but great schools wid-
en opportunity for communities.

That wider influence explains 
why people who knew him rarely 

described him only as a teacher.
He founded an institution, men-

tored generations and became a 
community leader without chasing 
any of those titles. Respect followed 
years of disciplined work, while 
recognition simply caught up.

Kashmir now speaks frequently 
about smart classrooms, digital 
boards, polished campuses and 
modern transport. Those invest-
ments improve learning condi-
tions, though they never replace 
the person leading the classroom.

Master Ali Mohammad spent al-
most four decades demonstrating 
that technology supports educa-
tion, but teachers define it.

His career remained a sustained 
argument against the growing 
belief that education succeeds 
through branding, scale or com-
mercial ambition.

The campus at Naik Bagh stands 
as visible evidence of his work, 
though his larger legacy cannot be 
photographed.

It lives in thousands of former 
students who left those classrooms 
with confidence, discipline and 
purpose.

Buildings can be reproduced, and 
business strategies do invite imita-
tion, but a lifetime spent placing 
service above profit remains much 
harder to recreate.

Master Ali Mohammad began 
with four students inside a con-
verted cowshed and ended with 
one of Kashmir’s most respected 
educational institutions.

That journey alone would secure 
his place in the valley’s educational 
history.

His greater achievement, how-
ever, lies elsewhere.

He proved that one teacher, 
armed with credibility, patience 
and an unwavering sense of pur-
pose, could change the future of 
thousands.

Kashmir mourns a founder to-
day, but history will remember a 
standard.

— The author is a teacher and 

researcher based in Gowhar Pora 

Chadoora J&K. He can be reached 

at bhatashraf@gmail.com.

The Heart of a School
How dedicated educators made government school classrooms the first choice over coaching centres.

Dr Mushtaq Rather

I still remember that day at Higher 
Secondary School Salia in Anantnag.

The students stood silently at 
first. Then one by one, their eyes 
welled up. Some were trying to hold 
back tears, others couldn’t.

It wasn’t a farewell party or a results 
day. It was a routine transfer of lectur-
ers: something we in the education 
department are quite used to.

But what I witnessed that day 
wasn’t routine at all.

Students were crying—open-
ly, emotionally—for their teacher, 
Basharat Hussain. In a time when the 
bond between students and teachers 
often feels like a faded relic, this felt 
extraordinary.

And it made me reflect: what makes 
a teacher unforgettable? What kind of 
teacher moves a generation?

I’ve spent years as an educator in 
Mattan, Anantnag. Over time, I’ve 
watched our roles evolve.

Gone are the days when teaching 
meant standing at the blackboard, 
talking while students silently copied. 
Today, we wear many hats—mentor, 
guide, sometimes even a parent. We 
deal with not just content, but emo-
tions, dreams, doubts.

And we’re expected to keep up with 
a world that moves faster than ever 
before.

Take Basharat Hussain. He’s not just 

a physics lecturer, he’s an IIT graduate 
who chose to return to Jammu and 
Kashmir and teach in a government 
school.

What’s remarkable is not just his 
qualifications, but how he used them. 
Despite teaching medical stream stu-
dents, he managed to win over those 
from the humanities too. He made 
physics feel alive. More than that, he 
made students stay.

In Kashmir, it’s common for senior 
secondary students to skip school 
and head straight to coaching centres. 
But Basharat reversed that trend. His 
classes were packed.

Students came back to the school 
classroom, and they stayed. One stu-
dent from a remote tribal village even 
scored 97% in the medical stream 
without attending a single private tu-
ition. That’s not just an academic suc-
cess, it’s a shift in mindset.

What did he do differently? He 
made learning real. He didn’t stick to 
the textbook. He brought in examples 
that students could touch and feel. 
He asked questions that didn’t always 
have right answers. He gave students 
the space to speak, and listened when 
they did.

He wasn’t alone in this effort. 
Nadeem Salam, who teaches botany at 
the same school, worked politely but 
powerfully. His calm presence, his reg-
ular use of digital tools, and his dedi-
cation to fieldwork turned the subject 
from dry theory to living knowledge.

His students didn’t just memorize 
plant parts, they saw them, touched 
them, studied them in real time. 
Learning became a shared experience, 
not a solitary task.

Then there’s Riyaz Ahmad Bhat, the 
English lecturer. His classes were leg-
endary: crowded, buzzing with energy.

He knew how to hold a room. More 
importantly, he knew how to turn even 
the quietest student into a speaker. His 
methods weren’t flashy. But they were 
grounded. He encouraged collabora-
tion, allowed debate, and brought 

stories alive. Students didn’t just learn 
English, they found their voice.

These teachers didn’t follow a man-
ual. They didn’t rely on the same old 
chalk-and-talk. They experimented. 
They failed. They tried again. They re-
flected on what worked. They asked 
themselves hard questions: Did my 
students really learn today? Could I 
have done better? Did I listen enough?

That self-reflection, that quiet ques-
tioning, is the sign of a real educator.

Modern education throws up new 
challenges every day. We’re told we 
must teach 21st-century skills—critical 
thinking, creativity, collaboration, com-
munication. But how do we do that in 
overcrowded classrooms, with patchy 
infrastructure and tight schedules?

The answer, I believe, lies in atti-
tude. We can’t fear change. We can’t 
wait for perfect conditions. We have 
to meet students where they are. We 
must use technology, yes, but not just 
for show. We must mix the old and 
the new. Teach with chalk, but also 
with code. Use AI if it helps. Step out-
side the classroom. Let students build 
knowledge, not just receive it.

The New Education Policy (NEP 
2020) and National Curricular Frame-
work for School Education 2023 talk 
about this shift, from behaviorist to 
constructivist models of teaching.

It means treating students not as 
empty vessels, but as co-creators of 
knowledge. It means listening more than 
speaking. Creating more than assigning.

It’s a tough job. I won’t pretend 
otherwise. We juggle syllabi, pressure 
from parents, administrative work, 
and our own personal lives. But I’ve 
seen firsthand how much difference 
one teacher can make. Not by being 
perfect, but by being present.

When I walked through HSS Salia 
on that transfer day, I saw not just 
emotion, I saw legacy. I saw students 
crying because they knew they were 
losing not just a teacher, but a guide, 
a mentor, someone who saw them not 
as roll numbers but as individuals.

— The author is an educator and 

columnist from Mattan, Anantnag. 

He can be reached at aroushfati-

mamar15@gmail.com.
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IUST Convenes 11th 
Academic Council Meeting

Fake Army Supply 
Order in Jammu
Chargesheet Filed Against 
Man in Rs 10 Crore Fraud

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A chargesheet was filed 
against a man on Tuesday for alleged-
ly duping two brothers of Rs 10 crore 
by claiming to have secured an Army 
contract and using a forged supply 
order to obtain bank credit facilities, 
officials said.

The chargesheet was filed before a 
local court against Puneet Rasutra of 
Rehari, Jammu, in connection with 
the multi-crore cheating and forg-
ery case registered on the complaint 
of Munish Bhatia, a resident of Canal 
Road in 2019, a spokesman of the 
Crime Branch said.

According to Bhatia, the accused in-
duced him and his brother to mortgage 
their property as collateral security for 
availing bank loans by falsely claim-
ing to have secured an Army contract 
worth Rs 16 crore. The accused alleg-
edly produced a forged supply order 
purportedly issued by 107 Engineer 
Regiment to obtain an additional over-
draft facility of Rs 4 crore from J&K 
Bank, Trikuta Nagar Branch.

The spokesman said the investiga-
tion conducted by the Crime Branch 
Jammu established that the purport-
ed Army supply order was fake and 
forged, as the concerned Army au-
thorities confirmed that no such work 
order had ever been issued.

The complainant and his brother 
reportedly suffered a loss of about Rs 
10 crore and had to liquidate the out-
standing liabilities to get their mort-
gaged property released, he said. He 
said the investigation further revealed 
that the accused, acting in furtherance 
of a criminal conspiracy, used forged 
and fabricated documents to fraudu-
lently obtain huge credit facilities, 
thereby causing huge wrongful loss to 
the complainant and the bank.

Observer News Service

Awantipora: The Islamic University 
of Science and Technology con-
vened the 11th Meeting of its 
Academic Council under the chair-
manship of Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, with 
eminent academicians from across 
the country participating in delib-
erations on key academic initia-
tives, institutional priorities, and 
the University's long-term growth 
strategy.

The meeting was chaired by 
Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo Vice 
Chancellor, IUST, and attended 
by distinguished academicians 
and senior university functionar-
ies, including Prof. Talat Ahmad, 
Former VC, University of Kashmir; 
Prof. Mehraj Ud Din Mir, Former 
VC, Central University of Kashmir; 
Prof. Mohammad Mubin, VC, 
Cluster University Srinagar; Prof. 
Ashok Aima, Former VC, Central 
University Jaamu; Prof. Shobha 
Bagai, University of Delhi; Prof. 
Madhav Govind, JNU, New Delhi; 
and Prof. Ranjan Rawal, CEPT 
University, Ahmedabad Prof. 
Manzoor Ahmad Malik, University 
of Kashmir; Prof. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, 
Dean Academic Affairs IUST, Prof. 
Shameem A Shah Registrar, Finance 
Officer, Dean Research, Controller 
of Examinations, Dean Outreach, 
Deans of various schools, and vari-
ous other officers.

At the outset, Prof. Romshoo 
shared a report on the University's 
progress, informing the members 
about the various initiatives un-
dertaken, achievements made, and 
future plans in the pipeline. Prof. 
Romshoo said, "IUST is committed 

to building a future-ready academic 
ecosystem that responds to the rap-
idly evolving landscape of higher 
education. The introduction of new-
age academic programmes and 
emerging areas of study reflects our 
endeavour to equip students with 
relevant knowledge, contemporary 
skills, and the capacity to drive in-
novation in a knowledge-based 
economy."

He further said, "The steady rise 
in student enrolment is a strong 
affirmation of the confidence re-
posed in the University. We remain 
equally committed to enhancing 
the quality of teaching and re-
search, fostering interdisciplinary 
learning, and creating an enabling 
environment where every learner 

can realise his or her full potential."
The meeting was coordinated 

by Dean Academic Affairs, Prof. 
Sheikh Aijaz, who presented the 
agenda. Speaking on the delibera-
tions, he said, "The decisions taken 
by the Academic Council represent 
a significant step in broadening 
the University's academic fortfolio. 
The emphasis on Student-centric 
support mechanism, frontier disci-
plines, and curriculum innovation, 
is fully aligned with the NEP2020 
and the evolving needs of society & 
industry."

The Council approved a series 
of significant academic initiatives 
aimed at strengthening IUST's teach-
ing, research, and innovation eco-
system. Among the major decisions, 

the Council approved the establish-
ment of a CoE for Semiconductors 
and Quantum Materials, aligned 
with the national Semiconductor 
and Quantum Missions, to promote 
innovation, and technology devel-
opment, in semiconductors and 
Quantum technology.

The Council also approved the in-
troduction of B.Tech. in Cyber Security, 
M.A. in Mass Communication 
with AI, a five-year Integrated Law 
Programme, a Master's Programme 
in Medical Laboratory Science 
(MMLS), and the establishment of 
a Department of Earth Sciences, 
among other initiatives, thereby ex-
panding the University's academic 
offerings in emerging and strategi-
cally significant disciplines.

Delhi-Ladakh Dialogue

GoI Team to Meet 
LAB, KDA Leaders 
in Leh on July 2
Agencies

Srinagar:  The Union Government’s 
representatives are set to meet lead-
ers of the Ladakh Apex Body (LAB) and 
the Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA) 
on July 2 in Leh to sort out differences 
that have arisen after the May 22 meet-
ing between the two sides, sources 
disclosed.

Sources said that a team of representa-
tives from the Centre is likely to meet both 
bodies spearheading the agitation for 
constitutional safeguards in Ladakh. “The 
team is likely to be headed by a senior 
official in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA),” they said, adding that these will 
be informal talks, given that formal dis-
cussions are held only at the level of the 
sub-committee and the high-powered 
committee constituted for Ladakh.

Differences have emerged between 
the two sides over the minutes of the 
last sub-committee meeting held in 
New Delhi on May 22, in which both 
sides appeared to have built consensus 
over key issues. After draft minutes of 
the meeting were shared with LAB and 
KDA, both bodies alleged that crucial 
points relating to the primacy of elected 
representatives over the bureaucracy 
-agreed upon in the May 22 meeting- 
were omitted.

Ladakh Chief Secretary Ashish 
Kundra, however, clarified that the draft 
record was only intended to facilitate 
discussion. He said that if anything had 
been left out, the groups could raise it 
with him and it would be conveyed to 
the government.

After the May 22 meeting, LAB and 
KDA leaders claimed that they had 
reached an in-principle understanding 
with the Government of India on restor-
ing democracy in Ladakh and providing 
constitutional safeguards on the lines of 
Article 371 A, F, and G.
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Srinagar Hits
that lightning, strong winds and isolated 

hailstorms cannot be ruled out during the ac-
tive weather phase.

The weather system is expected to have 
a greater impact over the Jammu division 
and south Kashmir, while central and north 
Kashmir are likely to receive comparatively 
less rainfall.

The forecast has raised hopes of relief after 
several days of unusually hot weather across 
the Valley, with temperatures remaining well 
above normal for this time of the year.Srinagar, 
June 30: Kashmir continued to reel under in-
tense heat on Tuesday, with Srinagar record-
ing a maximum temperature of 35.2 degrees 
Celsius, the season's second-highest, even as 
the Meteorological Department forecast wide-
spread rainfall and a gradual fall in tempera-
tures from Wednesday.

According to the MeT Department, the pre-
vailing heatwave conditions are likely to per-
sist till Tuesday before easing with the arrival 
of monsoon winds and the influence of a west-
ern disturbance.

The weather office has forecast light to mod-
erate rain and thundershowers at many places 
across Jammu and Kashmir from July 1 to July 
5, with isolated areas expected to receive heavy 
rainfall, intense showers, thunderstorms and 
strong winds between July 2 and July 4.

Officials said monsoon winds are expected 
to enter Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday, 
bringing early morning and evening showers 
to the Jammu division and parts of the Kashmir 
Valley. The combined impact of the advanc-
ing monsoon and a western disturbance is 
expected to provide significant relief from the 
prolonged spell of heat, particularly between 
Thursday and Saturday.

Several areas, including Poonch, Rajouri, 
Shopian, Budgam and Kulgam, are likely to 
receive widespread rain and thundershow-
ers, while isolated rainfall is also expected 
along the Reasi-Banihal-Ramban axis and in 
Gulmarg, Uri and Sonamarg. A few places in 
Poonch, Rajouri, Budgam, Shopian and Kulgam 
could witness brief but intense showers ac-
companied by thunderstorms and gusty winds.

The department warned that heavy rainfall 
between July 2 and July 4 could trigger flash 
floods, landslides and mudslides in vulner-
able areas, particularly in parts of the Jammu 
division and adjoining areas of south Kashmir. 
Temporary waterlogging in low-lying areas is 
also likely on July 2 and 3.

It advised people to avoid venturing near riv-
ers, streams and landslide-prone areas during 
periods of intense rainfall and to remain in-
doors during thunderstorms as far as possible. 
The department also cautioned that lightning, 
strong winds and isolated hailstorms cannot be 
ruled out during the active weather phase.

The weather system is expected to have 
a greater impact over the Jammu division 
and south Kashmir, while central and north 
Kashmir are likely to receive comparatively 
less rainfall.

The forecast has raised hopes of relief after 
several days of unusually hot weather across 
the Valley, with temperatures remaining well 
above normal for this time of the year.

Summer Break For
from July 6 to July 19, 2026," the order reads.
The vacation will apply to all government 

and recognised private educational institu-
tions up to the Higher Secondary level across 
the Kashmir division.

The announcement comes amid the ongoing 

summer season and follows a proposal sub-
mitted by the Directorate of School Education 
Kashmir seeking approval for the annual sum-
mer break.

Schools are scheduled to reopen on July 
20, following the conclusion of the 14-day 
vacation.

RFID Tracking,
route in Anantnag district and the shorter 

but steeper 14-km Baltal route in Ganderbal 
district.

Addressing a press conference in Jammu, 
Divisional Commissioner Jammu Ramesh 
Kumar said comprehensive arrangements had 
been made across the Jammu division to en-
sure a smooth and hassle-free pilgrimage.

"As of now, arrangements have been made to 
accommodate around 55,000 pilgrims across 
the Jammu division. Facilities for accommo-
dation, food, sanitation, healthcare, transport 
and security have been put in place so that no 
pilgrim faces any inconvenience," Kumar said.

Inspector General of Police, Jammu Zone, 
Bhim Sen Tuti said security had been strength-
ened further this year, with escorted convoys 
and strict traffic regulations in place.

Pilgrims entering Jammu and Kashmir 
through Lakhanpur between 6 am and 8 am 
will be escorted to Jammu under security cov-
er, while those arriving later will have to halt 
due to security restrictions, he said.

Authorities have directed pilgrims to use 
only the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway, 
with movement through alternate routes such 
as the Mughal Road and Dhar Road barred for 
Yatra traffic. Mini-convoys will also operate 
between Udhampur and Banihal according to 
a fixed schedule, subject to weather and road 
conditions.

Accommodation centres have been estab-
lished from Lakhanpur to Banihal, includ-
ing government lodging facilities, temporary 
shelters and accommodation arranged with 
the support of civil society organisations. Free 
community kitchens (langars) have also been 
set up along the route.

On-the-spot registration for pilgrims will 
begin on Wednesday at the Tawi River Front 
in Jammu, where the registration centre has 
been shifted to reduce congestion within the 
city. Officials said registrations would be car-
ried out according to the daily quota fixed by 
the Shrine Board.

Mandatory RFID cards for tracking and secu-
rity will be issued at designated centres, includ-
ing Bhagwati Nagar, Jammu Railway Station, 
Tawi River Front, Udhampur, Chanderkote, 
Banihal, Lakhanpur and Samba. Pilgrims who 
have completed online registration and e-KYC 
have been advised to collect the cards before 
proceeding to the base camp.

Separate registration facilities have also 
been arranged for sadhus at Geeta Bhawan 
and Purani Mandi temple, while general pil-
grims will register at the Tawi River Front and 
Mahajan Sabha.

Officials urged pilgrims to strictly follow 
Shrine Board guidelines and carry mandatory 
health certificates. Elderly pilgrims and those 
suffering from cardiac or respiratory ailments 
have been advised to undertake the pilgrimage 
only after obtaining medical clearance.

Pilgrims travelling in private vehicles have 
been asked to report at Bhagwati Nagar by 10 
pm on the eve of their scheduled departure to 
complete security checks and other formali-
ties. Drivers have also been advised to ensure 
their vehicles are fully fuelled before joining 
the escorted convoy and avoid driving un-
der fatigue or the influence of intoxicants on 

the mountainous Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway.

The administration said nearly 2,100 toilets 
have been installed along the pilgrimage route 
and a traffic advisory has been issued for non-
Yatra vehicles to ensure smooth movement.

Officials said pilgrims can register through 
three authorised modes: online via the Shrine 
Board portal after e-KYC, advance registration 
at around 165 designated bank branches across 
the country, or on-the-spot registration sub-
ject to the daily quota. A token system has also 
been introduced to regulate the rush during 
the initial days of the pilgrimage.

To facilitate pilgrims waiting for their sched-
uled departure, sightseeing bus services to re-
ligious and tourist destinations around Jammu 
have also been arranged in collaboration with 
the Tourism Department and the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation.

Responding to reports of a stampede during 
token distribution, the administration denied 
any such incident, saying there was only a brief 
rush on the first day as pilgrims sought early 
registration tokens.

VB-GRAM Act
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said the govern-

ment's priority was to ensure that "no eligible 
rural worker remains without work even for a 
single day". He said the Centre and states had 
worked together to complete administrative, 
financial and technical preparations for the 
rollout.

The government said existing e-KYC-veri-
fied job cards will remain valid until the new 
Gramin Rozgar Guarantee Cards are issued.

The gram panchayats will continue to play 
a key role in implementation of the scheme, 
with focus on areas such as natural resource 
management, water conservation, agriculture 
and allied activities, rural infrastructure and 
women's empowerment, it added.

According to the ministry, 29 states and 
Union Territories have made budgetary provi-
sions for the Act, while 24 states have notified 
their VB-G RAM G state schemes.

The rollout of the new law comes amid 
criticism from opposition parties and rural 
employment activists, who have raised con-
cerns over changes in the existing rural em-
ployment guarantee framework. They have 
questioned if the new system could affect the 
demand-driven nature of employment, the 
role of states and panchayats, and whether ad-
equate financial resources would be available 
for implementation.

The government has maintained that the 
new framework will strengthen rural liveli-
hood security, improve asset creation and pro-
vide a more comprehensive approach to em-
ployment generation.

The national launch of the VB-G RAM G Act 
will be held on July 2 at Mukkavaripalli village 
in Obulavaripalle mandal of Andhra Pradesh's 
Tirupati district, according to the ministry.

The event will include the distribution of 
Gramin Rozgar Guarantee Cards and the re-
lease of awareness material related to the 
mission.

CRPF Constable
of the accused and was inconsistent with 

any hypothesis of innocence.
The court also observed that the accused 

failed to provide any satisfactory explanation 
for the circumstances in which his wife sus-
tained the fatal injuries while in his exclusive 
company. It held that the defence version was 
neither probable nor supported by evidence 
capable of creating reasonable doubt.

Consequently, the court convicted Shankara 
Naik under Section 302 IPC and sentenced him 
to undergo imprisonment for life besides im-
posing a fine in accordance with law.

HMVs Barred
According to the advisory, no movement of 

HMVs will be allowed from Qazigund towards 
Jammu and from Jakheni in Udhampur to-
wards Srinagar after 7 pm on July 1. However, 
Light Motor Vehicles (LMVs) will be permitted 
to ply on the highway till 11 pm.

The first batch of Amarnath pilgrims is 
scheduled to leave the Bhagwati Nagar base 
camp in Jammu on July 2.

The Traffic Police said that after the move-
ment of the Yatra convoy on July 2, up-direc-
tion LMVs, private cars and passenger service 
vehicles will be allowed from Nagrota towards 
Udhampur once the tail of the up convoy cross-
es Jakheni.

Similarly, down-direction LMVs, private cars 
and passenger service vehicles will be allowed 
from Qazigund towards Jammu after the tail 
of the Baltal-bound convoy crosses Marog. 
Commuters have been advised to follow daily 
traffic advisories for exact cut-off timings.

The advisory further states that HMVs will 
be allowed to ply on alternate days during the 
Yatra period, depending on the prevailing traf-
fic situation. No heavy vehicle will be permit-
ted to move from either Qazigund or Jakheni 
after 7 pm.

The Traffic Police has advised operators 
transporting fresh produce, perishable goods 
and livestock to plan their journeys accordingly 
to avoid inconvenience.

It also said that after the notified cut-off tim-
ings, intra-district movement of local commut-
ers will be facilitated only after verification of 
valid photo identity cards, which all commut-
ers have been advised to carry during the Yatra 
period.

The authorities appealed to the public to 
plan their travel in advance and cooperate with 
the Traffic Police and other agencies to ensure 
the smooth and safe conduct of the annual 
pilgrimage.

HC Pulls Up Govt,
to the Court, without the Commissioner/ 

Secretary, Home Department......first verify-
ing the record file to ensure that the deten-
tion record in its entirety is made available for 
the perusal of the constitutional court which 
in turn is under a constitutional obligation to 
safeguard the personal liberty of citizens, be 
it an undertrial, a detenue, or a free citizen,” 
said a bench of Justice Rahul Bharti while al-
lowing a petition filed on behalf of Mudasir 
Ahmad Mir challenging his detention dated 
3 December  2024, issued by the District 
Magistrate, Srinagar. He was lodged in Central 
Jail Kot Bhalwal, Jammu.

Holding that continued preventive detention 
could not be legitimized in the absence of the 
order authorizing the latest extension of cus-
tody, the court quashed Mir's detention and 
directed his immediate release from the con-
cerned Jail “to which effect the Superintendent 
concerned to act in abidance.”

The court also quashed the detention order 
dated 28 October 2025 against Nazir Ahmad 
Dar, a resident of Srinagar.

The Court observed that the District 
Magistrate Srinagar, took nearly two months to 
act on the detention dossier submitted by the 
Senior Superintendent of Police, Srinagar, be-
fore issuing the PSA detention order.

It held that preventive detention requires 
prompt action, but in the present case the 

District Magistrate offered no explanation for 
the delay either in the detention order or in the 
grounds of detention. The court said the unex-
plained gap indicated that the dossier had been 
processed as a routine matter rather than one 
warranting urgent preventive action, rendering 
the exercise of powers under the Jammu and 
Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978, legally flawed 
and unsustainable.

The High Court also quashed separate pre-
ventive detention orders against Ishtiyaq 
Ahmad Malik, issued by the District Magistrate, 
Anantnag, on 26 April 2025; Fayaz Ahmad 
Lone, detained under an order passed by the 
District Magistrate Pulwama, on 7 May 2025; 
and Uneeb Naseer Mir, whose detention was 
ordered by the District Magistrate Srinagar, on 
3 May 2025.

2nd Marriage Without
kidnapped, was residing in Delhi voluntarily, 

apprehended danger to her life if she returned 
to Kashmir, and intended to seek divorce from 
first husband. She also alleged that her mar-
riage with him had been forced.

The police, in its status report, informed the 
Court that Ruksana had telephonically stated 
she had travelled to Delhi of her own choice 
and wished to record her statement there due 
to safety concerns. However, the investigating 
agency submitted that the probe had remained 
incomplete because of the interim stay granted 
by the High Court and sought permission to 
continue the investigation.

The Court also took note of documents 
placed on record by the complainant, includ-
ing an Arya Samaj marriage certificate and 
photographs, indicating that Ruksana had al-
legedly married Nikhil Chokker in Delhi on 
May 28, 2025, while her earlier marriage with 
Baramulla resident was still subsisting.

Observing that the material on record dis-
closed issues requiring investigation, the Court 
said, “It is settled legal position that entic-
ing away a married woman with intention to 
engage her in illicit sexual intercourse with 
someone else is a recognized criminal offence 
under Section 84 of the BNS, akin to Section 
498 of the repealed IPC.”

The Court further observed that if the second 
marriage was contracted without dissolution 
of the earlier marriage, it would also constitute 
the offence of bigamy under Section 82 of the 
BNS.

Holding that the complaint could not be 
treated as an abuse of the legal process war-
ranting quashing of the FIR, the Court dis-
missed the petition and vacated the interim 
stay on investigation.

At the same time, the Court directed that 
the investigating agency may record Ruksana's 
statement at a place where she feels safe, tak-
ing note of her apprehension regarding her 
personal security, and proceed with the inves-
tigation in accordance with law.

J&K Crosses
 public outreach programmes, educational 

activities and organ donation drives across the 
Union Territory, the organisation has been en-
couraging people, particularly young adults, to 
pledge their organs and tissues while dispel-
ling myths surrounding organ donation.

Nationally, more than five lakh people 
have registered as organ and tissue donors. 
Maharashtra leads the country with 1,16,690 
registrations, followed by Rajasthan with 
92,641, while the Union Territories of Ladakh 
and Lakshadweep have recorded the low-
est numbers, with 39 and 11 registrations, 
respectively.



07STATE SRINAGAR | WEDNESDAY | 01.07.2026

RTO Kashmir Urges Public to 
Avoid Office Visits
SRINAGAR: With temperatures soaring and the prevail-
ing heatwave across Kashmir, the Regional Transport Officer 
(RTO), Kashmir, on Tuesday issued an advisory urging the 
general public to avoid unnecessary visits to the RTO office in 
Srinagar unless absolutely essential.

A public notice issued by the Office of the Regional Trans-
port Officer, Kashmir, a copy of which was accessed by Kashmir 
Observer, reads the people facing any issue, grievance or requir-
ing assistance related to RTO services have been advised to use 
a dedicated WhatsApp facility instead of visiting the office.

The notice said members of the public can send complete 
details of their grievance or service request through WhatsApp 
on: 9622002432. “The office will make every effort to resolve 
the issue within 48 hours. If any additional information or doc-
uments are required, the applicant will be informed through a 
reply on WhatsApp,” it said.

The RTO has further appealed to the public to make maxi-
mum use of the WhatsApp facility and avoid unnecessary visits 
to the office during the ongoing heatwave to minimise expo-
sure to extreme weather conditions. (Observer News Service)

Police Bust Suspected Inter-
District Drug Network
ANANTNAG: In one of the biggest narcotics seizures in south 
Kashmir this year, Anantnag Police on Tuesday arrested a 
suspected inter-district drug trafficker and recovered 2.613 ki-
lograms of heroin, commonly known as brown sugar, with an 
estimated international market value of around ₹20 crore.

The recovery was made during routine naka checking at 
Halmulla, where a police team intercepted a suspicious Maruti 
Ignis vehicle (registration No. JK09B-2808) for inspection.

During the search of the vehicle, police recovered four pack-
ets containing heroin. The driver was identified as Ishtiyak Ah-
mad Moghal, a resident of Prada, Tangdar, who was immedi-
ately taken into custody.

Police said that during the course of investigation, the ac-
cused was served a notice under Section 50 of the NDPS Act 
before his personal search was conducted in accordance with 
the prescribed legal procedure. During the search, one more 
packet containing heroin was recovered from his possession, 
taking the total recovery to 2.613 kilograms.

A case under FIR No. 195/2026 has been registered under 
Sections 8 and 21 of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, and further investigation has been initiated.

Officials said investigators are working to establish the 
source of the contraband, identify its intended destination and 
unravel the entire network involved in the alleged smuggling 
operation, including both suppliers and recipients.

As per KNT, Police described the seizure as a significant blow 
to the narcotics trade and reiterated their resolve to act against 
drug trafficking. They also appealed to the public to share cred-
ible information about narcotics-related activities to help curb 
the menace. (Observer News Service)

ACB Files Charge Sheets in Two 
Separate Corruption Cases
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) on Tuesday filed charge sheets in two separate corrup-
tion cases before Special Anti-Corruption Courts in Baramulla 
and Srinagar after completing investigations and securing the 
requisite prosecution sanctions.

In the first case, the ACB filed a charge sheet before the Court 
of Special Judge, Anti-Corruption, Baramulla, against five accused, 
including a former District Development Commissioner (DDC) of 
Bandipora, in connection with the alleged fraudulent regularisa-
tion of a temporary orderly in the district administration.

According to the ACB, the investigation found that official re-
cords were allegedly manipulated to facilitate the unauthorised 
regularisation of the employee, enabling him to receive govern-
ment salary, promotions and other service benefits. The agency 
alleged that the irregularities resulted in wrongful gain to the ben-
eficiary and a corresponding loss to the government exchequer.

Those chargesheeted in the case include the then DDC 
Bandipora Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh (retired), the then Execu-
tive Engineer, Irrigation Division Sumbal (retired), former Head 
Clerk Mohammad Ramzan Ganaie (retired), Establishment 
Clerk Tariq Ahmad Khan, presently serving as Senior Assistant, 
and beneficiary Nisar Ahmad Itoo, who is currently serving as a 
Junior Assistant.

The Baramulla court has taken cognizance of the charge 
sheet, admitted the accused to bail and fixed August 13, 2026, 
as the next date of hearing.

In the second case, the ACB filed a charge sheet before the 
Court of Special Judge, Anti-Corruption, Srinagar, against two 
police personnel in connection with an alleged bribery case at 
the Traffic Check Post (TCP) Sonamarg.

The case originated from a complaint alleging that ₹9,000 was 
demanded from a truck driver to allow a loaded vehicle to pro-
ceed towards Ladakh. During a trap laid by the ACB, one of the 
accused policemen was allegedly caught red-handed while ac-
cepting the bribe, and the tainted money was recovered from his 
possession. The investigation, according to the ACB, established 
the involvement of both accused in the alleged conspiracy.

The Srinagar court has accepted the charge sheet, and the 
matter has been listed for hearing on July 28, 2026.  . (Observer 
News Service)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MECHANICAL& HOSPITAL DIVISION, SRINAGAR
(ERSTWHILE MECHANICAL HOSPITAL & CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR)

Contact No: 0194-2496089, Email Id: exen-mechospsgr@jk.gov.in, 

Sub:-  Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC) for Thyssenkrupp make lift installed at IPD SMHS Hospital Srinagar.
Ref: -  This office NIT No: M&HDS/TS /2026-27/24/e-tendering, Dated: -17.06.2026

EXTENSION 01 
In view of No response, the critical dates of above subject work tendered vide above referred e-NIT are extended as follows: -

S.No Description Date and Time

1. Last Date of Bid Submission 07.07.2026 (13:00 hrs)

2. Date of Bid Opening 07.07.2026 (15:00 hrs)

All other Terms and Conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.
No: M&HDS/TS/1738-41  Sd/-
Date:- 30.06.2026  Executive Engineer,
 M&HD, Srinagar 

DIPK-2693-26
DT: 30/06/2026

Private Hospitals to Continue Ayushman 
Bharat Services after Govt Assurances

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant relief 
for thousands of patients depen-
dent on private healthcare insti-
tutions across Union Territory, 
the Jammu and Kashmir Private 
Hospitals and Dialysis Centres 
Association (JKPHDA) announced 
that it has deferred its proposed 
strike for two weeks following 
assurances from the Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of the Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (ABPMJAY)/SEHAT 
Scheme regarding the release of 
long-pending payments.

According to KNO, the deci-
sion was taken after a meeting 
convened by the CEO of the AB-
PMJAY/SEHAT Scheme at his of-
fice chambers, which was also 
attended by the Chief Accounts 
Officer. The meeting came amid 
growing concerns that suspen-
sion of services by private hos-
pitals would severely affect 
patients requiring dialysis, che-
motherapy, emergency surgeries 

and intensive care.
The JKPHDA delegation, led by 

its General Secretary, Dr Masood-
ul-Hassan, attended the meeting 
under the directions of Faizan 
Mir, President (Kashmir Region), 
and Sandeep Mengi, President 
(Jammu Region). The delegation 
also included Executive Members 
Dr Ibrahim Guru, Sajad Lone, Dr 
Mushtaq Purzgar, Dr Nazira, and 
Dr Bilal.

During the meeting, the As-
sociation highlighted the severe 
financial strain faced by em-
panelled private hospitals due 
to nearly six months of unpaid 
claims under the Ayushman 
Bharat/SEHAT Scheme. They said 
the delay in reimbursement had 
pushed several hospitals to the 
brink of financial collapse, mak-
ing it increasingly difficult to sus-
tain critical healthcare services 
for economically weaker patients.

According to the Association, 
the CEO gave a patient hearing to 
all the issues aised and assured 
that the genuine concerns of the 

hospitals would be examined at 
the highest level and resolved in 
a time-bound manner.

As an immediate confidence-
building measure, the CEO as-
sured the delegation that 
the process of releasing 
pending payments 
to empanelled hos-
pitals would begin 
on Tuesday.

Dr Masood-ul-
Hassan said the 
Association's pri-
mary concern has 
always been patient 
welfare rather than 
confrontation.

"We are not here to fight. We 
are here to treat. We thank the 
CEO for his patient hearing and 
swift assurance. Our hospitals 
were on the verge of collapse due 
to six months of unpaid dues. 
The CEO's commitment to re-
lease funds gives us hope. In the 
larger interest of poor patients of 
Jammu and Kashmir, we are de-
ferring our strike by two weeks," 

he said.
Dr Hassan, however, made it 

clear that the Association would 
closely monitor the implementa-
tion of the assurances over the 

next fortnight.
"We will closely 
watch the disburse-

ment over the next 
14 days. Our dialy-
sis and cancer pa-
tients cannot wait. 
If the assurances 
translate into ac-

tion on the ground, 
we will continue ser-

vices without disrup-
tion. If not, we will be com-

pelled to review our decision," he 
added.

The Association also appealed 
to patients not to panic, assuring 
them that all healthcare services 
under the Ayushman Bharat/
SEHAT Scheme—including di-
alysis, chemotherapy, surgeries, 
ICU care and other treatments—
would continue uninterrupted in 
private hospitals across Jammu 

and Kashmir during the two-
week period. Patients have been 
advised to visit their respective 
hospitals as per their scheduled 
appointments.

JKPHDA also expressed grati-
tude to the Chief Minister, Health 
Minister, Lieutenant Governor, 
and Secretary Health for facili-
tating the dialogue between the 
Association and the authorities. 
It further acknowledged the role 
played by the media and civil 
society in drawing attention to 
the financial crisis confronting 
private hospitals and its potential 
impact on patient care.

The Association said it hopes the 
assurances given by the authorities 
will translate into concrete ac-
tion, ensuring both the financial 
sustainability of private hospitals 
and the uninterrupted delivery of 
healthcare services to beneficiaries 
of the Ayushman Bharat/SEHAT 
Scheme across the Union Terri-
tory. It had earlier announced that 
they will stop all services under the 
scheme from July 01.

Shehlat Foundation Launches 
Campaign for a Pollution-Free J&K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Shehlat Foundation for-
mally launched its "Pollution-Free 
Jammu & Kashmir" campaign with a 
cleanliness drive at the scenic Shrinz 
Fall in Kandi, Baramulla. The drive 
was led by Chairman Mohammad 
Rafiq Lone and Vice Chairman Gh-
ulam Abass (IIS), Former Director, 
CBC J&K and Ladakh, along with a 
team of dedicated volunteers.

The campaign aims to create 
awareness among citizens about 
their individual and collective re-
sponsibility towards protecting the 
environment. Volunteers cleaned 
the tourist spot and appealed to 
visitors and local residents to refrain 
from littering and to actively partici-
pate in preserving the region's natu-
ral beauty.

Speaking on the occasion, the of-
fice bearers of Shehlat Foundation 
said that Jammu & Kashmir has been 
blessed by Almighty Allah with lush 
green meadows, crystal-clear rivers 
and streams, majestic glaciers, deep 
valleys, and breathtaking waterfalls 
that attract visitors from across the 
world. Protecting these priceless 
natural assets is not only our duty 
but also a responsibility towards fu-

ture generations.
The speakers said that there is 

a need to supplement the efforts of 
the government to keep our streets, 
lanes, by lanes and tourist destina-
tions neat, clean with hygiene.

The Foundation emphasized that 
a clean environment is the corner-
stone of a healthy and prosperous 
society. It called upon every citizen 
to avoid pollution, reduce waste, 
participate in community-led clean-
liness drives, and adopt environ-
mentally responsible practices in 
daily life.

The Foundation also urged senior 
citizens, community leaders, edu-
cational institutions, and youth to 
come forward and lead by example 
in building an environmentally con-
scious society. "Only through col-
lective efforts can we preserve our 
ecosystem and ensure a cleaner, 
greener, and healthier Jammu & 
Kashmir," the speakers said.

The Pollution-Free Jammu & 
Kashmir campaign will continue 
across different districts through 
awareness programmes, cleanliness 
drives, and community participa-
tion, reinforcing the message that 
environmental protection is every-
one's responsibility.

J&K Bank Marks One Year of Mission 
YUVA with Massive Credit Drive
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Committed to pro-
moting entrepreneurship, self-
employment, and inclusive eco-
nomic growth across Jammu & 
Kashmir, J&K Bank celebrated the 
successful completion of one year 
of the J&K Government’s flagship 
Mission YUVA programme yes-
terday by observing a UT-wide 
'Mission YUVA – Mega Disbursal 
Day', undertaking a focused cred-
it delivery drive across its branch 
network.

There UT-wide campaign 
culminated with MD & CEO 
Amitava Chatterjee pressing the 
symbolic button during a virtual 
event held at the Bank’s corpo-
rate headquarters in presence of 
Chief General Manager Ashutosh 
Sareen, General Manager (RAM) 
Rakesh Magotra, DGMs Tanveer 
Hussain and Arjun Singh Rathore 
along with other senior officers. 
Besides Divisional Heads, Zonal 
Heads and Cluster Heads from 
Jammu as well as Kashmir also 
joined the proceedings virtually 
from their respective locations.

Under the flagship youth em-
ployment program, the Bank has 
so far sanctioned over 28400 
cases to the tune of more than Rs 
1300 Cr, reaffirming its pivotal 
role in facilitating timely access 
to finance for aspiring entrepre-
neurs across Jammu and Kash-
mir. During the massive credit 
drive today, the Bank made dis-
bursement in 2828 cases.

Expressing satisfaction over 
the progress achieved during the 
first year of Mission YUVA, MD 
& CEO Amitava Chatterjee con-

gratulated and appreciated every 
member of the Bank's workforce 
for their commendable contribu-
tion towards the successful im-
plementation of the programme.

He said, "My heartfelt thanks 
to each one of you for your un-
wavering support and coopera-
tion in making this remarkable 
progress possible," he said, add-
ing that the achievements un-
der Mission YUVA have further 
strengthened the Bank's part-
nership with the Government of 
Jammu & Kashmir in promoting 
entrepreneurship and employ-
ment generation.”

While reviewing the roadmap 
ahead, the MD & CEO underlined 
two key priorities for the second 
year of Mission YUVA. He said 
that the success of the programme 
must now be measured not merely 
by the number of disbursements 
but by the tangible outcomes gen-
erated through the enterprises es-
tablished under the scheme.

He stressed that the ben-
eficiaries should be able to build 
sustainable businesses, gener-
ate steady revenues and create 
meaningful livelihood opportu-
nities, which remain the primary 
objectives of Mission YUVA.

Setting an ambitious yet 
achievable goal for the current 
financial year, he said the Bank 
should strive to take the cumula-
tive number of Mission YUVA dis-
bursements to 50000 by the end 
of the financial year, expressing 
confidence that the target is well 
within reach given the experi-
ence, momentum and institution-
al capacity built over the past year.

The MD & CEO also urged 
all operational heads to closely 
monitor the utilization of funds 
in already disbursed cases and 
continue extending guidance to 
entrepreneurs to ensure opti-
mum outcomes from the loans 
extended under the programme.

Earlier, General Manager 
(RAM) Rakesh Magotra briefed 
the chair on the Bank's perfor-
mance and progress under Mis-
sion YUVA. Highlighting the 
significance of sustained post-
disbursement engagement, he 
emphasized that continuous 
monitoring of sanctioned cases, 
handholding of entrepreneurs 
and inculcating financial disci-
pline among beneficiaries are 
critical to ensuring the long-term 
success and sustainability of the 
flagship programme.

Heatwave: Doctors Advise Staying Hydrated DC Baramulla Reviews Progress 
under Vibrant Villages Programme
Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, S.F. Hamid 
undertook a field visit to several Vibrant Villages, including 
Tulawari, in the border Sub-Division Uri to assess the prog-
ress of developmental works and review implementation of 
the Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP).

During the visit, the DC inspected various development 
works and assessed the availability of essential public ser-
vices across the Vibrant Villages. He interacted with local 
residents, heard their grievances, and directed the concerned 
officers to redress their concerns on priority.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: With tempera-
tures rising sharply across 
Jammu and Kashmir, health 
experts have urged people 
to remain cautious and 
adopt preventive measures 
to protect themselves from 
heat-related illnesses, warn-
ing that prolonged exposure 
to extreme heat can lead to 
serious health complications.

Health officials have ad-
vised residents to stay well 
hydrated, avoid unneces-
sary outdoor activities dur-
ing peak daytime hours, 
wear light clothing, and 
seek immediate medical at-
tention if symptoms of heat 
exhaustion or heatstroke 
develop.

Speaking to KNO, Dr 
Mushtaq from the Director-
ate of Health Services Kash-
mir (DHSK)  said the pre-
vailing heatwave demands 
extra vigilance, particularly 
among children, elderly per-
sons, outdoor workers, and 
individuals suffering from 
chronic illnesses.

"The public should in-
crease their intake of fluids 
such as plain water, Oral 
Rehydration Solution (ORS), 
buttermilk (lassi), lemon 
water, fresh homemade 
juices and other natural 
drinks to prevent dehydra-
tion. During hot weather, 
the body's requirement for 
fluids increases significant-
ly, and people should not 

wait until they feel thirsty 
before drinking water," Dr 
Mushtaq said.

He advised people to 
avoid carbonated soft 
drinks, packaged sugary 
beverages, and excessive 
consumption of tea and cof-
fee, as these can contribute 
to dehydration rather than 
replenish lost fluids.

Dr Mushtaq urged people 
to avoid stepping outdoors 
during the hottest part of 
the day unless absolutely 
necessary. "If you have to 
go outside, wear light-co-
loured, loose-fitting cotton 
clothes, cover your head 
with a cap or scarf, carry 
an umbrella whenever pos-
sible, and use sunscreen to 
protect against harmful ul-
traviolet rays," he said.

He said individuals sleep-
ing under ceiling fans or 
spending long hours in hot 
environments should in-
crease their fluid intake 

because excessive sweating 
and evaporation result in 
significant water loss from 
the body.

The DHSK Director fur-
ther advised people to 
maintain proper food hy-
giene during the summer 
season, as cases of food-
borne and diarrhoeal ill-
nesses tend to rise during 
periods of intense heat.

"People should avoid con-
suming stale or uncovered 
food, particularly from road-
side outlets. Fruits and vege-
tables must be washed thor-
oughly before consumption, 
and special care should be 
taken while preparing food 
for children and elderly fam-
ily members," he said.

Dr Mushtaq also high-
lighted the warning signs 
of heat-related illnesses and 
urged people not to ignore 
symptoms such as exces-
sive tiredness, weakness, 
dizziness, headache, nausea, 

vomiting, confusion, mental 
disorientation or fainting.

"If anyone develops these 
symptoms, they should im-
mediately move to a cool 
place, drink fluids if con-
scious, and seek medical at-
tention without delay. Early 
intervention can prevent 
serious complications," he 
added.

Dr Murtaza Khan, the gen-
eral physician at DHSK, said 
increasing temperatures, 
coupled with the growing 
impact of climate change, are 
making heat-related illnesses 
more common.

"Heatstroke occurs when 
the body's cooling system 
fails, and body temperature 
rises to dangerous levels. If 
not treated promptly, it can 
become life-threatening. Ear-
ly recognition of symptoms 
such as fatigue, vomiting, diz-
ziness, confusion or altered 
consciousness is essential, 
and patients should be taken 
to the nearest health facility 
immediately," he said.

Doctors appealed to 
people to minimise strenu-
ous physical activity during 
peak heat hours, ensure ad-
equate hydration through-
out the day, regularly 
monitor vulnerable family 
members, particularly chil-
dren and senior citizens, and 
remain alert to the signs of 
dehydration and heatstroke 
as the region continues to 
experience unusually high 
temperatures.
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World Cup 2026

Key Dates, Must-Watch Matches and Major Storylines
KO Web Desk 

SRINAGAR – The countdown is over.
The FIFA World Cup 2026, the big-

gest edition of football’s showpiece 
event, gets underway on June 11 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, bringing together 48 teams, 
104 matches and many of the sport’s 
biggest stars.

The tournament, which runs until 
July 19, will be the first World Cup 
jointly hosted by three countries and 
the first to feature 48 teams. The ex-
panded format includes 12 groups of 
four teams, with the top two teams 
from each group and the eight best 
third-placed teams advancing to the 
knockout rounds.

Opening Match
The tournament begins on June 

11 when hosts Mexico take on South 
Africa at the iconic Estadio Azteca 
in Mexico City. Mexico will become 
the first nation to host World Cup 
matches in three different editions 
of the tournament.

Other Host Nations Begin 

Campaigns
On June 12, Canada face Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, while the United 
States begin their campaign against 
Paraguay.

Historic Debuts
Several nations will make history 

during the group stage.

Messi and Ronaldo Return
The tournament will feature two 

of football’s greatest icons for what 
could be their final World Cup ap-
pearances.

Defending champions Argentina 
begin their title defence against Al-
geria on June 16, with Lionel Messi 
set to play in his sixth World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo is also expect-
ed to make his sixth World Cup ap-
pearance when Portugal face the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
on June 17.

Iran Under the Spotlight
Few teams arrive under greater 

scrutiny than Iran.
Team Melli secured qualification 

comfortably but have endured an 
extraordinary build-up following 
months of conflict involving Iran, 
the United States and Israel.

With all three of Iran’s group-
stage matches scheduled to take 
place in the United States, questions 

over logistics, travel and security 
have surrounded the squad.

Coach Amir Ghalenoei and his 
staff have spent months attempt-
ing to shield players from off-field 
distractions as Iran seeks to advance 
beyond the group stage.

Iran open their campaign against 
New Zealand before facing Belgium 
and Egypt in Group G.

Best Group-Stage Matches
Several heavyweight clashes are 

expected to dominate the opening 
phase:

Brazil vs Morocco – June 13
Netherlands vs Japan – June 14
Iran vs New Zealand – June 15
France vs Senegal – June 16
England vs Croatia – June 17
Germany vs Ivory Coast – June 20
Argentina vs Austria – June 22
Norway vs France – June 26
Uruguay vs Spain – June 26
Colombia vs Portugal – June 27

England and Scotland
England begin their campaign 

against Croatia on June 17 before 
taking on Ghana and Panama in 
Group L. Scotland, meanwhile, start 
against Morocco as they look to 
reach the knockout stage.
Key Tournament Dates

June 11–27: Group Stage
June 28–July 3: Round of 32

July 4–7: Round of 16
July 9–11: Quarter-finals
July 14–15: Semi-finals
July 18: Third-place play-off
July 19: World Cup Final

The Final
The tournament concludes on July 

19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, 
where the next world champion will 
be crowned after 39 days of football 
across North America.

Stars to Watch
The competition will showcase 

established superstars and emerg-
ing talents alike, including:

Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)
Kylian Mbappe (France)
Harry Kane (England)
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Arda Guler (Turkey)
As 48 nations battle for foot-

ball’s biggest prize, the World Cup 
promises a month of drama, his-
tory and unforgettable moments 
stretching from Mexico City to 
New York.

Israeli Forces Kill Palestinian Baby
AP 

HEBRON (WEST BANK): 
Israeli troops killed a 
7-month-old Palestinian 
baby boy after firing at his 
parents' vehicle in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Pales-
tinian health ministry said.

Sam Fahd Abu Haikal was 
killed Friday evening, and his 
parents were wounded while 
driving in the Tel Rumeida 
area south of Hebron City, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The official Palestin-
ian news agency WAFA 
said the baby was critically 
wounded after being struck 
in the face by the same bul-
let that injured his mother. 
He later died of his injuries. 
His father, Fahd Abu Hai-
kal, a lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, was shot in the 
hand. They were travelling 
from Bethlehem to visit 
family in Hebron when sol-
diers opened fire, the agency 

reported.
Israel's military has 

scaled up military op-
erations in the West Bank 
since the October 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack that killed 
some 1,200 people and took 
251 people hostage, which 
triggered the war in Gaza. 
Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has so far killed 
more than 72,900 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The United Nations said 
last month that more than 
1,000 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 
since the war began, at least 
240 of them children.

The Israeli military said 
Friday soldiers shot at a 
vehicle that was perceived 
to be accelerating toward 
them in the Hebron area. It 
said the soldiers responded 
with single shots, wound-
ing three Palestinians who 
were evacuated for medical 
treatment. An initial inqui-
ry found that the wounded 
were uninvolved civilians 
and the situation is under 
review.

At Al-Ahly Hospital in He-
bron, the baby's father told 
Associated Press reporters 
that a bullet struck the car's 
windshield before piercing 
his right hand, then his son 
and wife who were in the 
back seat. Another bullet 
struck the vehicle's hood, 
according to AP reporters 
who saw the car.

NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims of 
Re-exam Paper 'Leak'
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as 
"false" and "fraudulent" 
claims circulating on so-
cial media about alleged 
leak or sale of the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper and warned of 
strict action against those 
spreading such content.

In a statement on X, 
the agency said messages 
claiming a "leak", advance 
access or "sale" of the 
NEET-UG 2026 re-exami-
nation paper were aimed 
at misleading students and 
parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted 
certain messages circulat-
ing on social media and 

messaging platforms claim-
ing a 'leak', advance access 
or 'sale' of the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination ques-
tion paper," the NTA said in 
a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended to 
mislead," the NTA said, add-
ing that such content was 
being circulated by "organ-
ised cheating rackets" seek-
ing to exploit the anxiety of 
candidates and their fami-
lies by selling fake question 
papers.

"Such content is the work 
of organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to ex-
tort money by selling fake 
'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabri-
cation," the agency added.

"The integrity of the ex-
amination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard 
is in place to ensure a fair 
and secure examination for 
all candidates," the agency 
said.

The NTA said it was ac-
tively identifying and re-
porting the offending chan-
nels, accounts and content 
to the platforms and cyber-
crime authorities for imme-
diate takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforce-
ment and cyber-crime 
authorities, warning that 
creating, circulating or for-
warding such fraudulent 
content and attempting to 
defraud students consti-
tuted a serious punishable 
offence.

Newspapers' Body Calls for 
Protection of Journalists
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Newspaper Editors' Confer-
ence (AINEC) on Saturday 
expressed concern over al-
leged increasing attacks on 
journalists, "restrictions" 
on freedom of expression, 
and the "mounting eco-
nomic pressures" confront-
ing media organisations.

In a statement, the AINEC 
also claimed that the exist-
ing advertisement policies of 
the central and state govern-
ments as well as those of the 
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication (CBC) tend to favour 
larger publications, and urged 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to consider 
the concerns of small and me-
dium newspapers

AINEC held its annual 
general meeting on Satur-
day here, with editors and 

representatives from across 
the country deliberating on 
issues concerning the safety 
of journalists, freedom of 
the press, and challenges 
faced by the small and me-
dium newspapers.

"The members expressed 
deep concern over increas-
ing attacks on journalists, 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression, and the mount-
ing economic pressures 
confronting media organ-
isations," the outfit said in 
the statement.

The conference unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion urging the central 
and state governments to 
give adequate protection, 
support, and assistance 
to journalists and media 
professionals so that they 
may discharge their duties 
"without fear, intimidation, 
or interference."

Khamenei's Funeral to Span Iran, Iraq in Historic Farewell
Neelufar Raminfar

TEHRAN – Iran has announced an 
elaborate, week-long funeral pro-
gramme for the late Supreme Leader, 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, in 
what officials describe as an unprec-
edented cross-border farewell span-
ning two countries and six of Shia 
Islam's holiest cities.

The ceremonies, officially titled 
"The Send-off to Iran's Leader of Mar-
tyrs", will begin in Tehran on July 3, 
pass through the holy city of Qom, 
cross into Iraq for commemorative 
processions in Najaf and Karbala, and 
conclude with the burial in Mashhad 
in eastern Iran on July 9.

Officials say the programme has 
been designed in accordance with the 
guidance of the Supreme National Se-
curity Council, the Leader's Office and 
the wishes of the late leader's family.

Announcing the arrangements at 
a press conference, Ali Akbar Pour 
Jamshidian, Secretary of the National 
Funeral Committee and Deputy Inte-
rior Minister for Security and Law En-
forcement, said representatives from 
more than 90 countries are attending 
the ceremonies.

He said more than 30 governments 
had formally requested to attend the 
funeral, making it one of the largest 
international gatherings hosted by 
Iran in recent years.

"The ceremonies will be held in 
Iraq and three Iranian provinces in 
accordance with the decisions of the 

Supreme National Security Council, 
the Leader's Office and the wishes of 
the martyr's family," Jamshidian said.

The Iranian government has con-
stituted a National Committee for the 
Farewell and Funeral Ceremonies un-
der the chairmanship of the First Vice 
President, with the Interior Ministry 
serving as its secretariat.

Iraq has also established a national 
organising committee headed by the 
Iraqi Prime Minister's Office follow-
ing extensive consultations between 
senior Iranian and Iraqi officials, in-
cluding meetings involving Iranian 
Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Aragh-
chi with Iraq's President, Prime Min-
ister and parliamentary leadership.

Unlike previous state funerals in 
Iran, the ceremonies will extend be-
yond the country's borders, retracing 
the spiritual geography of Shia Islam 
by linking the shrines of Imam Ali in 
Najaf, Imam Hussain in Karbala and 
Imam Reza in Mashhad.

According to the official schedule, 
July 3 will witness an official tribute 
ceremony in Tehran attended by for-
eign heads of state, senior govern-
ment officials and international reli-
gious leaders.

Public farewell ceremonies will 
commence at 6 a.m. on July 4 at 
Tehran's Grand Mosalla, followed by 
mass funeral prayers over the bodies 
of the late leader and members of his 
family on July 5.

The main funeral procession will 
take place on July 6 along an east-

west route through the Iranian capi-
tal, beginning from Damavand Street 
and passing through Imam Hossein 
Square, Enghelab Square and Azadi 
Square before moving on to the holy 
city of Qom the next day.

The following day, July 8, the body 
will be flown to Iraq, where an official 
state reception is expected at either 
Baghdad or Najaf airport with the 
participation of senior Iraqi officials.

Funeral processions and commemo-

rative ceremonies will then be held in 
the holy cities of Najaf and Karbala, 
with the coffin of the late leader be-
ing ceremonially taken to the revered 
shrines of Imam Ali and Imam Hussain.

Jamshidian said the inclusion of Iraq 
honours Khamenei's long-cherished 
wish to visit the two holy shrines dur-
ing his lifetime, a wish that remained 
unfulfilled for security reasons.

He added that Iraqi religious au-
thorities, tribal leaders and govern-

ment officials had specifically re-
quested that the late leader's body be 
brought to the sacred sites in recogni-
tion of his religious stature.

The final stage of the funeral 
will take place on July 9 in Mash-
had, where Ayatollah Khamenei and 
members of his family will be buried 
near the shrine of Imam Reza, in ac-
cordance with his will.

Officials said the ceremonies 
are intended to demonstrate Iran's 

national strength, reinforce unity 
among the Iranian people and the 
wider Islamic world, and serve as an 
occasion to renew allegiance to the 
country's new leadership.

Jamshidian said broad partici-
pation was expected from Islamic 
countries, including Iraq, Lebanon, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and other 
neighbouring states, which he said 
would further strengthen solidarity 
across the Muslim world.

To facilitate the movement of mil-
lions of expected mourners, Iranian au-
thorities have declared staggered public 
holidays across different provinces.

The Interior Ministry has appealed 
to people to use public transport to 
minimise traffic congestion. Tehran's 
metro network will operate round the 
clock throughout the ceremonies.

Authorities have also said there 
will be no internet restrictions during 
the funeral events.

Reflecting widespread international 
interest, more than 300 foreign jour-
nalists have already sought accredita-
tion to cover the ceremonies, while 
numerous Iranian and international 
documentary filmmakers have applied 
for permission to document what offi-
cials describe as a historic farewell.

The cross-border funeral, stretch-
ing from Tehran through Iraq's holiest 
cities to Mashhad, is expected to be 
one of the most extensive and sym-
bolically significant state funeral cer-
emonies in the history of the Islamic 
Republic. 

PM Modi Calls Pezeshkian, Hails Iran-US Deal
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had a telephonic con-
versation on Tuesday with Presi-
dent of Iran Masoud Pezeshkian, 
who briefed him on the recent de-
velopments in West Asia and the 
way forward.

The prime minister said he re-
iterated in his interaction with the 
Iranian leader the importance of 
freedom of navigation in the Strait 
of Hormuz for India and the world.

Modi welcomed the under-
standing reached and reiterated 
India's consistent position that all 
issues must be resolved through 
dialogue and diplomacy, a state-
ment issued by the Prime Minis-

ter's Office (PMO) said.
Modi reiterated the need for 

continued efforts to ensure lasting 
peace and stability in the region 
and for safeguarding freedom of 
navigation and commerce.

During the telephonic conversa-
tion, the President of Iran briefed 
Prime Minister Modi on the recent 
developments in West Asia and the 
way forward, the statement said.

Modi also wrote on 'X': "Spoke 
with the President of Iran, Dr. 
Masoud Pezeshkian, on the recent 
developments in West Asia. Wel-
comed the progress made in the 
negotiations and expressed hope 
that continued efforts will lead to 
lasting peace in the region. Reiter-
ated the importance of freedom of 

navigation in the Hormuz Strait for 
India and the World."

Earlier, Iranian President 
Pezeshkian had invited Prime 
Minister Modi to the burial cer-
emonies for Iran's late Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to 
be held next week.

According to reports, the gov-
ernment is planning to send Bihar 
Governor Ata Hasnain and Minister 
of State for External Affairs Pabitra 
Margherita to the ceremonies as rep-
resentatives of India. The burial cer-
emonies will be held from July 5 to 9.

On June 18, the US and Iran 
signed the Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) to 
restore peace in West Asia and ad-
vance negotiations on regional se-

curity and other contentious issues.
The peace process was negoti-

ated through mediators that in-
cluded Pakistan and Qatar, who 
initially got a two-week ceasefire 
agreement on April 8. The ceasefire 
was later extended till the comple-
tion of the talks.

The peace deal led to the reopen-
ing of the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow 
waterway through which roughly 
one-fifth of the world’s total energy 
supplies pass in normal times.

Shipping movements through 
the strait had been severely dis-
rupted since February 28, when 
the US and Israel launched joint at-
tacks on Iran, triggering retaliatory 
strikes. It had led to energy crisis in 
several countries.

Late Brazil Goal Ends Japan's World Cup Dream
AP 

HOUSTON: The heartbreak 
was all too familiar for Japan 
at the World Cup.

The country's national 
team hung in until the very 
end Monday but was elimi-
nated from the tournament 
— the third straight time Ja-
pan has had the lead in the 
knockout round and lost. 
This year, it was to five-time 
champion Brazil 2-1 on a late 
goal in injury time.

After four previous losses 
in such matches at World 
Cups, Japan is still searching 
for its first knockout victory.

“We were not able to 
achieve our goal this time but 

then we can aim for the next 
World Cup or maybe even one 
after that,” Japan coach Ha-
jime Moriyasu said through 
a translator. “We should work 
toward that goal, which is 
what we've been doing.”

Four years ago, Japan led 
early but eventually fell to 
Croatia on penalty kicks in 
the round of 16. The Samurai 
Blue suffered a similar fate 
in the same round in 2018 
when they led Belgium 2-0 
in the second half but lost 
3-2 on a stoppage time goal.

“I don't think history 
would be gentle to us,” Mori-
yasu said. “But if we are to 
overcome today maybe we 
will see a time where history 

will change.”
Things looked good early 

for Japan on Monday. Kaishu 
Sano put his team ahead in 
the 29th minute, but Casemi-
ro equalized on a header in 
the 56th and Gabriel Marti-
nelli scored the winning goal 
late in injury time.

Japan goalkeeper Zion 
Suzuki finished with four 
saves. He declined to answer 
questions in English after the 
tough loss despite a strong 
showing against one of the 
best teams in the world.

Japan has only beaten Bra-
zil once in 15 matches, with 
two games ending in draws. 
The lone victory came in a 
friendly in October.


