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LG Flags Urgent 
Climate Threat 
To Agriculture

PMGSY-IV Push: Chouhan Rolls 

Out 330 Road Projects In J&K

Will Ensure 
Funds Are Used 
Judiciously: CM

Rains To  
Lash J&K For  
2 Days: IMD
Agencies

Srinagar: The India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) on Tuesday forecast gen-
erally cloudy weather with 
spells of light rain and thun-
dershowers across Jammu and 
Kashmir over the next two days, 
accompanied by gusty winds 
and possible hailstorms at iso-
lated places.

According to the 
Meteorological Centre Srinagar, 
many places are likely to witness 
intermittent rain and thunder-
storms on April 28–29, particu-
larly during the afternoon and 
evening hours. Hailstorms are 
also expected at a few locations.

The weather is expected to 
improve slightly on April 30 
with partly cloudy skies and 
brief spells of light rain at isolat-
ed places. From May 1–2, condi-
tions are likely to remain largely 
dry, although brief showers can-
not be ruled out.

However, another spell of 
generally cloudy weather with 
light rain and thundershowers is 
forecast between May 3 and 5 at 
scattered to many places. From 
May 6–9, | More on P6

PDP’s ‘No Agent’ Move In 

RS Polls Helped BJP: NC

MLA Mehraj Malik  

Walks Free After 8 Months

Lok Adalat Awards 
Final, Binding: HC
Cautions Against Deviations
M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of 
J&K and Ladakh on Tuesday 
upheld a Lok Adalat award in a 
cheque dishonour case, ruling 
that a party who voluntarily 
enters into a settlement cannot 
later challenge it merely due to 
non-compliance.

“....an award passed by a Lok 
Adalat on the basis of a settle-
ment arrived at between the 
parties attains finality, is bind-
ing upon the parties, and is ex-
ecutable as a decree of a civil 
court,” said a bench of Justice 
Wasim Sadiq Nargal while 
dismissing a petition filed by 
one R A Wani, who had sought 
to quash a Lok Adalat award 
dated March 8, 2025, along 
with subsequent execution 
proceedings.

“No appeal lies against such 
an award. However, the same 
may be assailed before the 
High Court in exercise of its 
writ jurisdiction under Articles 
226 and 227 of the Constitution 
of India on limited | More on P6

Kanpur Bar Row

HC Issues Decorum 

Advisory To Advocates

Kashmir Launches A 

Classroom On Water
A new shikara in Srinagar turns tourism into 

environmental instruction, placing Kashmir’s most famous 

lake at the center of a growing conservation effort.

No Decision To  
Drop Urdu from 
Tehsildar Exam: NC
Agencies

Srinagar: Senior leader of 
Jammu and Kashmir National 
Conference and Chief Minister’s 
Advisor, Nasir Aslam Wani, on 
Tuesday dismissed claims re-
garding the removal of Urdu 
from the Tehsildar examination 
syllabus, asserting that no such 
decision has been taken by the 
government.

Responding to remarks by 
PDP leader Iltija Mufti, Wani 
told reporters here that the 
concerned department had 
merely issued a notification in-
viting public objections on the 
subject, describing it as part of 
a democratic process to gath-
er feedback before any final 
decision.

Wani, who was flanked by 
Deputy Chief | More on P6

Credits Record  
357 MT Agri Output 
To Policies Under 
PM Modi

Urge Shift To Bold, 
Science-led Farm 
Transformation

Observer News Service

Jammu: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday urged 
scientists, innovators and poli-
cymakers to move beyond in-
cremental changes and adopt 
a bold, science-led approach to 
transform India’s agro-ecosys-
tems in the face of intensifying 
climate threats.

Addressing a national sum-
mit on sustainable and climate-
resilient agriculture at SKUAST 
Jammu, Sinha said the urgency 
of the climate crisis leaves no 
room for delay, warning that its 
impact now extends far beyond 
farms to threaten the broader 
ecosystem dependent on agri-
culture and allied sectors.

“Our farms are the bedrock 
of civilization, the backbone of 

economies, and the promise 
of tomorrow,” he said, stress-
ing that every policy and in-
tervention must recognise the 
centrality of farmers who have 
sustained humanity through 
centuries of upheaval.

Calling for a decisive shift 
in approach, the Lieutenant 
Governor emphasised the need 
to promote climate-resilient 
crops and bridge the gap be-
tween laboratory research and 
field-level application. He asked 
researchers to prioritise the de-
velopment of climate-adapted 
crop varieties and ensure that 
scientific innovations reach 
farmers in time.

Sinha said India has made sig-
nificant strides | More on P6

Pandits Carried Culture,  
Not Possessions: LG
Observer News Service

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said 
the Kashmiri Pandit community carried its cultural 
identity despite displacement, as he launched the 

book “The Waves of Resilience: Story of Radio Sharda” in 
Jammu. The book, edited by Ramesh Hangloo, documents 
the journey and impact of Radio Sharda through contribu-
tions from listeners, writers and prominent members of 
the Kashmiri Pandit community. | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) MLA Mehraj Malik was 
released from Kathua jail on 
Tuesday after spending eight 
months in detention, follow-
ing the quashing of his pre-
ventive detention under the 
Public Safety Act (PSA) by 
the Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court.

Setting aside the detention 
order issued by the Doda dis-
trict magistrate, Justice Mohd 
Yousuf Wani held that the 

order was legally unsustain-
able and suffered from “non-
application of mind,” direct-
ing authorities to release the 

legislator.
Malik had been detained in 

September last year under the 
PSA for allegedly disturbing 
public order and was lodged 
in Kathua jail. He had ap-
proached the High Court on 
September 24, 2025, through 
a habeas corpus petition chal-
lenging his detention and 
seeking compensation.

Officials confirmed that 
Malik was released after 
completion of formalities on 
Tuesday morning.

As he walked | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The ruling Jammu and 
Kashmir National Conference 
on Tuesday accused the opposi-
tion People's Democratic Party 
of enabling the Bharatiya Janata 
Party to secure a Rajya Sabha 
seat in last year’s elections, cit-
ing disclosures made under the 
Right to Information Act.

In a statement posted on its 
official X handle, the NC said 
that an RTI reply had revealed 
that the PDP was the only po-
litical party in Jammu and 
Kashmir that did not appoint a 

chief election agent to monitor 
voting during the Rajya Sabha 
polls held for four seats.

“RTI reveals that the only 
political party in Jammu and 
Kashmir that did not appoint a 
chief agent to monitor the vote 
in the recently held J&K Rajya 
Sabha elections was the PDP. In 
the final results, it was there-
fore no surprise that the BJP se-
cured the Rajya Sabha seat, de-
spite not having the authorised 
numbers to do so,” the NC said.

The party noted that the PDP 
had publicly pledged support to 
NC candidates | More on P6

'₹4,000 Cr Push For Women SHGs, 

5 Lakh Pucca Houses Planned'

1,600 Km Network At Rs 3,550 Cr 

To Link 363 Remote Habitations

Says Rs 8,000 Cr Rural Projects 

Sanctioned In J&K Over Past Year

Observer News Service

Asserting that the government is mov-
ing ahead with a large-scale expan-
sion of rural road infrastructure, 

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Tuesday 

said Jammu and Kashmir is witnessing a 
major transformation in connectivity under 
successive phases of the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). Addressing 
the launch ceremony of PMGSY-IV (Batch-
II) at SKICC here, Omar said | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar:   Union Minister 
for Agriculture and Rural 
Development Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan on Tuesday 
launched PMGSY-IV (Batch-
II) at the Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Conference 
Centre (SKICC) here, announc-
ing a wide-ranging rural de-
velopment push for Jammu 
and Kashmir and asserting 
that connectivity remains 
central to inclusive growth.

Opening his address on a 
personal note, Chouhan greet-
ed the audience warmly and 

said he had come in the spirit 
of public service rather than 
protocol. Calling Jammu and 

Kashmir “duniya ka swarg,” 
he said the region holds deep 
emotional and developmental 

importance for him.
“Without roads, develop-

ment remains incomplete”
Stressing the critical role 

of infrastructure, the minis-
ter said development cannot 
be achieved without proper 
road connectivity, especially 
in remote areas where ac-
cess challenges persist. He 
noted that in several far-flung 
regions, patients are still car-
ried on shoulders due to lack 
of road access.

Under PMGSY-IV (Batch-II), 
Chouhan launched 330 road 
projects covering around 
1,600 kilometres | More on P6

Syed Sammar Mehdi

Srinagar: Morning light 
spread over the Zabarwan 
mountains on April 26, turn-
ing Dal Lake the colour of 
burnished copper. Vendors 
arranged flowers along the 

boulevard near Ghat No. 
16 while shikaras drifted 
through the early haze.

Near the dock, one boat 
drew unusual attention.

Its canopy held solar pan-
els instead of decorative 
cloth. Walnut | More on P6

KO Correspondent

Srinagar: The High Court of 
J&K and Ladakh has issued 
a circular emphasizing the 
need for maintaining profes-
sional decorum and ethical 
conduct among advocates.

The circular issued by 
Registrar General M K 
Sharma follows a 
controversial in-
cident in Kanpur 
recently that has 
drawn nationwide 
criticism.

According to the 
circular, a video that 
recently went viral on social 
media showed an event or-
ganized under the aegis of 
the Kanpur Bar Association, 
where dancers in reveal-
ing attire were performing 
while certain members of 
the Bar present at the venue 
were not only encouraging 
such performances but were 
also recording the same on 

their mobile devices.
The Supreme Court 

Women Lawyers 
Association, in a press re-
lease dated March 1, 2026, 
strongly condemned the 
episode, describing it as 
“shameful, reprehensible, 
and utterly disgraceful,” the 

circular noted. “Hon'ble 
the Chief Justice of 

India has also taken 
a serious view of the 
matter.”

In the circular, the 
High Court under-

scored that the legal 
profession is a “noble 

and pious calling,” entrusted 
with upholding the rule of 
law and preserving the dig-
nity of the justice delivery 
system. Advocates, as offi-
cers of the court, have been 
reminded of their duty to 
maintain the highest stan-
dards of professional and 
personal conduct.

The circular  | More on P6
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The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar
I have passed/appeared in Secondary School 
Examination (Class- 10th,  )under Roll No:. 
112007496 Session BSE AP/BA Year 2021-22 
through the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School 
Education. Due to the error committed  against 
My Name and Father's Name as Meer Shafakat 
Shahee S/o Meer Ghulam Rasool instead of Mir 
Shafqat Shaheen S/o Ghulam Rasool Mir
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of School Education. New Campus Bernina. Srinagar, 
if any person has any objection in this regard, may file the same in the 
office of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from 
the date of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 
Name:  Mir Shafqat Shaheen
Father's name: Ghulam Rasool Mir
Mother's Name: Rashida Begum 
DOB: 24-04-1980	 fko
Residence: Ward No 04 BANDIPORA
Mobile no:9419049133

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

B.
N

 M
GAJZ RHI H.N BUD

Srinagar | Wednesday | 29-04-20262

mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Roohi Manzoor D/o Manzoor Ahmad Moochi, R/o Renipora 
Khasipora, Tehsil & District Shopian, hereby notify that my 
caste has been wrongly recorded in my Aadhaar Card as Sheikh 
instead of the correct caste Moochi.
Further, my Date of Birth has been incorrectly mentioned as 
05-05-2003 instead of the correct Date of Birth 15-03-2005.
Now, I intend to correct the caste and Date of Birth in my 
Aadhaar records. If anybody has any objection, the same may 
be conveyed to the concerned authority within 7 days from the 
date of publication of this notice.
Sd/-
Roohi Manzoor	 fko_r

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public 
that I, Ghulam Nabi Wani S/o Ghulam Ahmad Wani, R/o 
Kechmatipora, Kawarhama, have lost the rear number plate of 
my scooter bearing Registration No. JK05Q-2230 on 18-04-2026 
while travelling from Chichilora to Kechmatipora. Despite my best 
efforts, the said number plate could not be traced. If anyone finds 
it, he/she is requested to return the same to the undersigned.
Further, if anybody has any objection regarding the issuance of 
a duplicate number plate, he/she may raise the same within 7 
days from the date of publication of this notice.
Ghulam Nabi Wani
R/o Kechmatipora, Kawarhama	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of the general public that the 
number plate of a motorcycle (Pulsar) bearing Registration No. 
JK05G-6720 has been lost/missing on 20 April 2026 at Kreeri. 
The said vehicle belongs to Bashir Ahmad Najar S/o Mohd 
Sultan Najar R/o Jahingirpora, Kreeri, District Baramulla.
If anybody has any objection or finds the said number plate, he/
she may contact RTO Baramulla or Police Station Kreeri within 
7 days from the date of publication of this notice.
If no objection is received within the stipulated period, the 
applicant shall proceed to obtain a duplicate number plate 
from the competent authority.
Sd/-
Bashir Ahmad Najar
S/o Mohd Sultan Najar
R/o Jahingirpora, Kreeri
District Baramulla	 FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the number plate of my scooty bearing regd no: JK05K 
0904 from Malabuchan To Magam.  Now I have applied for the 
duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard 
he/she may file them in the  ARTO office Sopore Barmulla within 
seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Ghulam Mustafa Sofi 
S/o Ghulam Hassan Sofi 	 bmg
R/o Mallabuchn Magam

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 10th, 11th, 
12th )under Roll No:. 112011054 Session: 
Annual Regular Year 2023 through the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School 
Education. Due to the error committed  
against my  name and mother's name 
as Jamsheeda Gul Sheikh and Mother's 
Name Zubaida Banoo instead of 
Jamsheed Gul Sheikh and Mother's Name Zahida Begum
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in 
the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New 
Campus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in 
this regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant 
Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of 
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 
Name:  Jamsheed Gul Sheikh
Father's name: Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh 
Mother's Name: Zahida Begum
DOB: 15-03-2008
Residence: Watapora Bandipora
Mobile no: 7889788733

fko

The Jammu and Kashmir 
State Board Of School Education  

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

 Notice for  General Public

The applicant/ candidate whose photograph is published in this 
notice and claiming to have lost her qualification certificate/s is-
sued under  as per below mentioned details:-
Roll No: 5210298
Class 10th
Year & Session 2018 Annual Regular
Registration: N17481620043
Name : Kamran Ashraf
Father's Name: Mohammad Ashraf Bhat
Mother's Name : Haseena Begum
 Date of Birth:- 05-05-2004
 Residenc:- Wadoora Payeen
According the candidate concerned has approach to this office for 
issuance of Duplicate Qualification /Marks Certificate/s, so before 
the same is processed and provided to the candidate, under rules, 
anybody having any objection in this regard, shall bring into the 
notice of Assistant Secretary of Certificate as well as Assistant 
Secretary Examination Unit I & III KD within the period of 10 & 
7 days  respectively, from the date of publication of this notice.
(Besides the above referred "Qualification / Marks Certificate/s" 
bearing No: 18ARKAM-1025012 be  treated as "CANCELLED")
No: F(Cer is-I-DQC)B/KD/26
Dated 20-04-2026	 Assistant Secretary 

Certificates, KD.

AB

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 10th,  )under 
Roll No:. 806246 Session: Oct Nov Year 
1988 through the Jammu and Kashmir 
Board of School Education. Due to the 
error committed  against my  name  Mehraj 
Din Matta instead of Mehraj-ud-din Bhat
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in 
the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New 
Campus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in 
this regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant 
Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of 
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 
Name:  Mehraj-ud-din Bhat
Father's name: Abdul Rehman Bhat
Mother's Name: Raja Begum
DOB: 25-11-1971	 jvd
Residence: Zakura (Pathan Colony)
Mobile no:7006887627

F.No.35-4/2025-TS.III (Pt.)
Government of India 

Ministry of Education 
Department of Higher Education

Appointment of Director, one each, in 
National Institutes of Technology located at 

Calicut (Kerala) and Delhi

Applications are invited for filling up of upcoming vacancy 
to the post of Director, one each, in National Institutes of 
Technology (NITs) located at Calicut (Kerala) and Delhi 
in the scale of pay of Rs.2,10,000/- (fixed) plus Special 
Allowance of Rs.11,250/- p.m. and other admissible allow-
ances as applicable to the Vice -Chancellor of the Central 
Universities and the Directors of other Centrally Funded 
Technical Institutions (CFTIs).

Director of an NIT being the academic as well as admin-
istrative head is expected to have proven administrative, 
teaching and research background (including significant 
experience in research guidance at the Ph.D. level) with 
leadership qualities. The appointment shall be made on 
contract basis for a term of five years or till attainment of 
the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier.

Eligible / interested persons may apply ONLINE at www.
nitcouncil.org.in. Online application window shall be 
opened from 30.04.2026 to 29.05.2026 up to 12:00 mid-
night. Both dates are inclusive.

The detailed advertisement along with other necessary in-
formation are given in the website http://education.gov.in 
and www.nitcouncil.org.in.

cbc 21275/11/0002/2627

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Adhar card  
bearing No 213986946615 the  name is entered as HAFIZA 
BEGUM  while  actual name is HASSINA BEGUM.  Now i want its 
correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection may 
contact Concern department with in a period of seven days. No 
objection shall be entertained after that.
HASSINA BEGUM 
W/O  MOHAMMAD SHAFI BHAT  	 mcb
R/o   NADIR GUND PEERBAGH

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from (old name) TALAT RASHID 
KIRMANI  D/O PEERZADA ABDUL RASHID KIRMANI   to (New 
name) TALAT RASHID D/O SHAH PEERZADA AB RAHID KIR-
MANI . In future i will be known as (new Name) TALAT RASHID 
D/O SHAH PEERZADA AB RAHID KIRMANI.
	 If any body having any objection he/she may con-
tact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no 
objection will be accepted.
TALAT RASHID 
D/O SHAH PEERZADA AB RAHID KIRMANI 	 fko
R/o  HAKEEM BAGH RAWALPORA,	

Office of the 
Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

PUBLIC NOTICE

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Ishan Salmani s/o Usman R/o Najab Abad 
Bijnoor UP with verified date of birth 07/06/2019 occurred at 
SDH pattan in this connection if any body having objection for 
issuance of said certificate he may contact to this office within 
04 days after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Pattan 

Office of the 
Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

PUBLIC NOTICE

The registrar birth BDO pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Hadiya Hilal D/o Hilal Ahmad Lone R/o 
Buran pattan with verified date of birth 20/02/2014 occurred 
at SDH pattan in this connection if any body having objection 
for issuance of said certificate he may contact to this office 
within 04 days after that no objection shall be entertained. 

Sd
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Pattan 

Office of the 
Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. Application of Bashir Ahmad Malla s/o Ghulam Ahmad 
Malla R/o Mian mohalla pattan for issuance of legal heir cer-
tificate...

PUBLIC NOTICE...
IT is inform to general public that applicants father's legal heir 
certificate is under process in this office in this matter report 
was sought from Patwari concerned which reveals that appli-
cants father namely Ghulam Ahmad Malla s/o Mohd Subhan 
Malla R/o Mian mohalla pattan died on 06/06/2021 and left 
fallowing legal heirs...
Legal Heirs Details

Name Age Relationship 
with the De-
ceased

Marital Status

ASHA BEGUM 72 WIFE WIDOW
NISAR AHMAD MALLA 52 SON MARRIED
BASHIR AHMAD MALLA 40 SON MARRIED
MEHRAJ UD DIN MALLA 39 SON MARRIED
SHABIR AHMAD MALLA 36 SON UNMARRIED
ISHFAQ AHMAD MALLA 33 SON UNMARRIED
ZAHIDA BANO 50 DAUGHTER MARRIED

In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days 
after that no objection shall be entertained.

SD
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR TILGAM
EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1st CLASS

SUBJECT: Application of Simran Pal Kour D/o Trilok Singh R/o 
Dardpora Verin Pattan regarding obtaining RBA certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that the applications of 
above mentioned applicants regarding obtaining RBA cer-
tificates are currently being processed in the office of under-
signed. According to the field staff’s report, the applicants are 
permanent residents of village Dardpora Tehsil Pattan District 
Baramulla, have been residing in the said village for more than 
15 years and have not migrated. The total annual family income 
of the applicants is 148476. The family details of the applicants 
are as:

S. 
No.

Name Parentage Age Occupation

01 Rambeer Kour w/o Trilok 
Singh

55 Pensioner

02 Simran Pal Kour d/o Trilok 
Singh

30 Student

03 Paramveer Singh s/o Trilok 
Singh

28 " "

04 Jatinder Pal Singh " " 25 " "

Any objections regarding this matter should be reported to this 
office within 07 days after the publication of this notice. After 
this period, no objections will be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st class
fko	 Naib Tehsildar Tilgam

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR TILGAM

Sub: Issuance of Registration orders in respect of delayed 
Births.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births & deaths (BDO) Pattan has submitted a 
case file pertaining to Birth of Bisma Khaliq  D/o Abdul Khaliq 
Khan R/o Wanigam Bala Tehsil Pattan with verified the date of 
Birth event as 04/11/2001 occurred at home.
In this connection if anybody having objections may contact 
this office within 03 days, after that no objections shall be 
entertained.

Naib Tehsildar
fko	 Tilgam

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Office of The Naib-Tehsildar Palhallan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified for information of the general public that 
the Block Development Officer (BDO) Pattan has forwarded 
the case file for issuance of Date of Birth certificate Certificate 
in favour of Fareeda Begum w /o /D /o Gh Nabi Ganie R/o 
Yadipora Palhallan with Date of Birth 14-06-1975
Objections, if any, regarding the details furnished by the 
applicant may be submitted in writing in the office of the Naib 
Tehsildar Palhallan within 07 days from the date of publication 
of this notice.
If no objections are received within the stipulated time, the 
case shall be processed for issuance of the Birth certificate as 
per rules in vogue.
FKO	 Naib-Tehsildar Palhallan

Press Trust Of India

Negative effects of artificial 
sweeteners, such as sucra-
lose and stevia, on the gut 
microbiome and gene ex-

pression may pass on to the next gen-
eration, according to a study in mice.
Studies have linked artificial sweet-
eners with gastrointestinal and neu-
rological issues, including headache, 
and with metabolic conditions such 
as cardiovascular risk and diabetes.
"We found it intriguing that despite 
the growing consumption of these ad-
ditives, the prevalence of obesity and 
metabolic disorders such as insulin 
resistance has not declined," lead au-
thor Francisca Concha Celume of the 
University of Chile said.
"This does not mean that sweeteners 
are responsible for these trends, but 
it raises the question of whether they 
influence metabolism in ways we do 
not yet fully understand," Concha 
said.
The study, published in the jour-
nal Frontiers in Nutrition, divided 
47 male and female mice into three 
groups, each of which received either 
plain water or water with a dose of 
sucralose or stevia, comparable to the 
amount a human might consume as 
part of a normal diet.
The groups of mice were then bred for 
two consecutive generations, both of 
which received plain water.
Each generation received a test for 
glucose oral tolerance, which tests in-
sulin resistance -- a warning sign for 
diabetes. The researchers also took 
faecal samples to look for changes in 
the gut microbiome and the concen-
tration of short-chain fatty acids.
The authors wrote, "Sucralose con-
sumption affects glucose tolerance, 
the expression of liver Srebp1 and in-
testinal Tnf and Tlr4, faecal microbio-
ta composition and SCFA (short chain 
fatty acids) concentrations, and these 
changes are transmitted across gener-
ations. The effects of stevia are mainly 

observed in the F1 (next) generation." 
"When we compared generations, 
these (negative) effects were gener-
ally strongest in the first generation 
and tended to decrease in the second 
generation. Overall, the effects linked 
to sucralose were more consistent 
and persistent across generations," 
Concha said.
In the first generation, only the male 
offspring of sucralose-consuming 
mice showed signs of an impaired 
glucose tolerance, but by the second 
generation, an elevated fasting blood 
sugar was detected in male descen-
dants of sucralose-consuming mice 
and female descendants of stevia-
consuming mice.
Both the groups of mice that con-
sumed sweeteners were found to have 
more diverse faecal microbiomes but 
lower levels of short-chain fatty acids, 
suggesting that the bacteria were pro-
ducing fewer beneficial metabolites.
Both the succeeding generations also 
had lower concentrations of short-
chain fatty acids.
Sucralose-consuming mice were seen 

to be more seriously and more persis-
tently affected by changes to the fae-
cal microbiome, with more pathogen-
ic species and fewer beneficial species 
of bacteria in the faeces.
Sucralose appeared to kick-start 
the expression of genes linked to 
inflammation and dampen the ex-
pression of those linked to metabo-
lism for two generations after con-
sumption. Stevia also impacts gene 
expression, but its effects are small-
er and are not passed on for more 
than one generation.
Concha said that the observed chang-
es in glucose tolerance and gene 
expression could be seen as "early 
biological signals related to metabolic 
or inflammatory processes." For ex-
ample, the animals did not develop 
diabetes, but instead showed changes 
in glucose regulation and expression 
of genes associated with inflamma-
tion and metabolic regulation -- these 
can increase one's vulnerability to 
metabolic disturbances under condi-
tions such as a high-fat diet, the au-
thor said.

Negative Effects Of Artificial Sweeteners 
May Pass On To Offsprings: Study
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4: 14

ZUHR	 12:28

ASR	 5: 17

Magrib	 7:16
ISHA	 8: 44

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

11 Zil-Qadah

1447

This Day In History

•	 1429- Joan of Arc arrives at the siege of Orleans
•	 1540- Emperor Charles declares all privileges of 

Ghent ended
•	 1550- Emperor Charles V gives inquisiters additional 

authority
•	 1553- Flemish woman introduces practice of 

starching linen into England
•	 1587- English naval officer Francis Drake sails into 

Cadiz, Spain and sinks the Spanish fleet, thereby 
"Singeing the King of Spain's Beard" and delaying 
the Spanish invasion by a year

•	 1628- Sweden & Denmark sign defense treaty 
against Duke of Wallenstein

•	 1648- Beginning of the 18 day battle of Zhovti Vody 
in Ukraine - Polish King Casimir eventually defeated 
by Cossacks

•	 1661-Chinese Ming dynasty occupies Taiwan
•	 1670- Pope Clemens X elected
•	 1672 -Franco-Dutch War: Louis XIV of France invades 

the Netherlands.
•	 1707- English and Scottish parliaments accept Act of 

Union; creates the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
(comes into being 1st May

•	 1781- French fleet occupies Tobago during American 
War of Independence

•	 1813- Ist US Rubber patent granted to Jacob F 
Hummel

•	 1852- 1st edition of Peter Roget's Thesaurus 
published

•	 1853- Comet C/1853 G1 (Schweizer) approaches 
within 0.0839 AUs of Earth

•	 1856 -Peace between Britain & Russia following the 
Crimean War

A man pedals a heavily loaded cart along Boulevard Road as poplar pollen fills the air. KO Photo Abid Bhat

PUBLIC NOTICE
Subject: Correction of Name in Admission Record
This is to inform you that the name of Kousar Mehdi Wado has been 
recorded incorrectly in the admission record at the time of admission, 
as provided by the parents.
The parents have now requested to correct the name in the admis-
sion record from Kousar Mehdi to Kounsar Mehdi Wadoo.if any body 
has any objection may contact the concerned authorities within a 
period of seven days.After that no objection shall be entertained.
You are kindly requested to make the necessary correction in the of-
ficial records.
School name:- Imamia public school meer behri dal
Contact no:-9797283683	 inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been incorrectly recorded in my  driving licence bearing 
dl  no JK01 0000015765   as Showkat Ali Jan, whereas my correct 
name is Showkat Ali John.
That my Date of Birth has been wrongly entered as 03-04-1975, 
whereas my correct Date of Birth is 24-10-1965 as per authentic 
records.
Now, I am applying for the necessary corrections in all my relevant 
documents. If any person has any objection to the same, they may 
file their representation before the concerned authorities within 
seven days from the date of publication of this notice.

Showkat Ali John
S/o Habibullah	 pd
R/o Hafiz Bagh, Malla Bagh, Srinagar

OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR 
LAND ACQUISITION / SDM KHANSAHIB

Subject:- Notice under Section 21 of The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilition and Resettle-
ment Act,2013 read with Rule 31 of S O 440 (The Jammu And Kashmir Right to fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilition and Resettlement (Social Impact Assesmentand Consent) Rules, 2013)

Whereas, on the basis of the indent placed by the requiring body (Director School Education Kashmir), a preliminary notification under 
section 11(1) of the Act was issued for acquisition of land for newly proposed public purpose i.e. construction of MMS Kachwari and 
development of playground at MMS Kachwari (Dragger), vide Notification No. 01 of 2025 dated 04-08-2025; and Whereas, the req-
uisite report under sub-section (2) of section 15 of the Act was submitted to the Appropriate Government (District Collector Budgam) 
Vide No:- SDM/KHS/2025-2026/558-559 Dated 05/12/2025 for issuance of necessary declaration under relevant provisions of the Act/
Rules; and

Whereas, the Appropriate Government (District Collector Budgam) Vide Notification No: 02 of 2026 Dated 16-03-2026 under endorse-
ment No:-DCB/LAS/2025-26/1791-1800 Dated 16-03-2026 issued declaration under section 19(1) of the Act read with Rule 30 of the 
Rules, declaring therein that the land, the particulars of which are given below, is required for newly proposed public purpose i.e. con-
struction of MMS Kachwari and development of playground at MMS Kachwari (Dragger): 

Now therefore, in terms of section 21 of the Act and rule 31 of the said Rules, notice is hereby given to all the persons interested in the land 
that Government intends to take possession of the land and therefore claims to compensation and rehabilitation and resettlement for 
all interests in such land be made before the undersigned.
It is further informed that all the interested persons shall appear before me personally or by an authorized agent in my office chamber 
at 11:00 AM within the stipulated period and state the nature of their respective interests in the land and the amount and particulars of 
their claims to compensation along with their objections, if any, to the measurements of the land.
No: SDM/KHS/2026-27/17-25
:DIPK-832/26 
Dated:-28/04/2026

Collector Land Acquisition/SDM
Khansahib 

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 
1ST CLASS ZAINGEER BOMAI

Subject: Issuance of registration order in respect of delayed 
Birth & Death

Public Notice

This office has received a written application from Aaqib Bashir 
S/0 Bashir Ahmad Bhat R/0 Rashidabad , Tehsil Zaingeer for 
issuance of Birth & Death certificate in favour of  ward namely 
Aaqib Bashir born on  05-02-2005 and as per document 
evidence produced by the applicant.
In this regard, if anyone has any objection, he/she may file the 
same before the undersigned within 07 days.
After that, no objection whatsoever will be entertained by this 
office.

 Tehsildar
fko	 Executive Magistrate Bomai

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A violent altercation be-
tween two groups in the Bemina area 
of Srinagar turned fatal after a man was 
killed during the scuffle, officials said 
on Tuesday.

The incident occurred at Khumani 

Chowk, where an initial dispute be-
tween two groups escalated after rela-
tives of both sides joined in, leading to 
a physical confrontation.

An official said that during the 
clash, one individual sustained serious 
injuries. He was immediately shifted to 
JVC Bemina for treatment, where doc-
tors declared him dead on arrival.

The deceased has been identified as 
Syed Adil, son of Syed Manzoor, a resi-
dent of Khumani Chowk Bemina.

According to KNT, Police have 
registered a First Information Report 
(FIR) in connection with the incident 
and have initiated an investigation to 
ascertain the circumstances leading to 
the fatal clash.

Man Dies After Injuries in 
Bemina Clash, Probe Launched

5 Arrested with 
Grenades, Ammunition

SMC Organizes ‘Drug-Free 
Society’ March in Chanapora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Anshul Garg held an inter-
action with members of various trade 
bodies of Srinagar and representatives 
of non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) to appreciate their active role 
against drug menace and extended 
invitation for participation in the Na-
sha Mukht J&K Pad Yatra, a mass 
movement aimed at raising awareness 
against drug abuse and narcotics.

During the interaction, the Divi-
sional Commissioner stressed on the 
collective efforts of traders, civil society 

groups, NGOs and youth organizations 
for their enthusiastic involvement in 
the Pad Yatra, which will witness mass 
participation across the region.

He emphasized that such unified 
initiatives reflect the strong societal 
responsibility to combat the growing 
menace of substance abuse.

Anshul Garg stressed that the fight 
against drugs requires sustained com-
munity engagement and coordination 
among all stakeholders.

He urged trade associations and 
NGOs to mobilize their members for 
overwhelming participation in Pad 
Yatra on May 03 for spreading aware-
ness about the harmful effects of nar-

cotics, particularly among the youth.
On the occasion, participants 

shared their suggestions to further 
strengthen anti-drug campaigns, orga-
nizing awareness drives, and commu-
nity outreach programs at the grass-
roots level.

Meanwhile, participants assured 
to work in unison with the administra-
tion to eliminate the threat of narcotics 
from the region.

Besides, Director I&C and VC 
LCMA, the president of KCCI, Chair-
man of Nigeen Lake Conservation Or-
ganisation, representatives of various 
trade associations were present during 
the interaction.

Div Com Interacts with Trade Bodies

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Five persons were 
arrested with grenades, am-
munition and other incrimi-
nating material in Srinagar, 
police said on Tuesday.

The arrests were made 
by a police party from PP 
Khanmoh during checking 
at Nard Sangri in the Khan-
moh area.

A top Police officer told 
KNO that two hand gre-

nades, two magazines, some 
rounds of ammunition, post-
ers and six mobile phones 
were recovered from their 
possession.

A case under relevant 
sections of the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA), Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) and the Arms 
Act has been registered at 
Panthachowk police station.

Further investigation is 
underway, police added.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC) on 
Tuesday organized an anti-
drug awareness rally in the 
Chanapora area of the city, 
urging people to work col-
lectively towards building a 
drug-free society.

The rally, held in Ward 
31, was led by Ward Officer 
Mukhtar Khan and wit-
nessed participation from 
corporation employees as 
well as local residents.

Carrying placards and 
raising slogans such as 
“Say No to Drugs, Yes to 
Life,” participants marched 
through the locality to 
spread awareness about the 
harmful effects of substance 
abuse and the need for pre-
ventive action at the com-
munity level.

The program aimed to 

sensitize people, particu-
larly youth, about the social 
and health risks associated 
with drug use and to encour-
age public involvement in 
combating the menace.

Mukhtar Khan said such 
outreach initiatives are part 
of ongoing efforts by the civic 
body to address rising con-
cerns over drug abuse and 
promote healthier lifestyles.

Participants empha-
sized the importance of 
collective responsibility in 
tackling the issue and called 
for sustained awareness 
campaigns to reach a wider 
section of society.

According to KNT, the 
Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration said it will continue 
to organize similar activi-
ties across different wards 
to strengthen awareness 
and community engagement 
against drug abuse.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Ujala Cygnus, in 
partnership with Amandeep 
BR Medicity Tengpora By-
pass, has marked a significant 
milestone in cancer care for 
Jammu & Kashmir with the 
successful completion of an 
Advanced Endoscopic Work-
shop—culminating in the re-
gion’s first-ever Endoscopic 
Submucosal Dissection (ESD) 
for gastric malignancy.

In a historic first, this also 
represents the introduction 
of “third space endoscopic 
surgery” in Jammu & Kash-
mir, marking its expansion 
from Punjab into the region, 
bringing a new era of ultra-ad-
vanced, organ-preserving in-
terventions closer to patients.

In this landmark 
achievement, the Gastroen-
terology and Oncology teams 
successfully performed an 

endoscopic removal of a stom-
ach tumor in an elderly pa-
tient—eliminating the need 
for major gastrectomy and 
preserving the organ through 
this highly advanced, mini-
mally invasive technique.

The procedure was led 
by Dr. Wahid Akbar Lone, 
with anaesthesia support 
from Dr. Faisal Bhat and ex-
pert guidance from visiting 
faculty Dr. Kapil Sharma, 
who brings experience of 
over 50 ESD procedures. The 
intervention was completed 
within one hour.

Post-procedure, the patient 
remained stable, resumed oral 
intake within 12 hours, and was 
discharged within 24 hours—
demonstrating the effective-
ness of scarless “third space” 
therapy in ensuring faster re-
covery, minimal complications, 
and improved comfort, particu-
larly for elderly patients.

Ujala Cygnus, Amandeep BR 
Medicity Mark J&K’s First ESD

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Under the banner 
of Nasha Mukt Abhiyan, an 
Awareness Rally and Mara-
thon were organised by the 
College Wellbeing and Anti-
Substance Cell (CWASC) in 
collaboration with the College 
Sports Committee and NCC 
Unit of Government Degree 
College for Women (GCW), 
Nawakadal, Srinagar.

The programme com-
menced with an awareness 
rally from the college campus 
to Safakadal Chowk, aiming 
to disseminate a strong mes-
sage against drug abuse and 
promote a healthy, drug-free 
lifestyle among the youth.

This was followed by a 
marathon in which students 
and faculty members partici-
pated with great enthusiasm, 
showcasing their collective 
commitment to the cause.

The event was attended 

by Nodal Officer CWASC, Dr. 
Nuzhat Jan; Convenor College 
Sports Committee, Rukhsana 
Shawl; NCC Officer, Prof. Hu-
meera Yousuf, along with fac-
ulty members from CWASC 
and the Sports Committee.

On the occasion, the 
Principal, Prof. (Dr.) Huda 
Galzai, appreciated the ef-
forts of the organisers and 
participants. In her message, 
she underscored the impor-
tance of collective respon-
sibility in combating drug 
abuse and encouraged stu-
dents to act as ambassadors 
of a drug-free society. She 
further highlighted that such 
initiatives play a vital role 
in building awareness and 
fostering a culture of health, 
discipline, and social respon-
sibility among the youth.

The event concluded with 
participants taking a pledge to 
support and uphold the vision 
of a drug-free society.

GCW Nawakadal Organizes 
Awareness Rally
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Kashmir’s Misplaced 
Masculinity

A boy in Kashmir learns a hard social lesson very early in life. 
Tears stay hidden, fear stays private, and pain belongs inside 
the chest. A “strong” man speaks less, absorbs more, and re-
veals little.

That idea of masculinity now feeds one of Kashmir’s most over-
looked social problems.

Young men in the valley live under enormous emotional pressure. 
Unemployment remains high, while competition for jobs grows harsher 
every year. Financial pressure weighs heavily on families. Social media 
floods young minds with images of aggressive masculinity built around 
dominance, money, physical toughness, and emotional detachment. 

Many boys grow into adulthood believing that vulnerability weak-
ens their worth.

Doctors and mental health specialists in Jammu and Kashmir 
continue to report rising levels of anxiety, depression, substance 
abuse, and emotional distress among young people. Men form a ma-
jor share of those struggling cases. De-addiction centers in Srinagar 
have repeatedly warned about growing drug use among young males, 
especially in urban areas. Many arrive with deep emotional isolation, 
fractured family communication, and years of suppressed grief.

Research strongly connects emotional suppression with destruc-
tive behaviour. Studies published by the American Psychological Asso-
ciation show that rigid masculine expectations increase the likelihood 
of depression, aggression, addiction, and social withdrawal. Men also 
seek professional psychological help far less frequently than women. 
Kashmir mirrors many of those patterns with alarming clarity.

Families often reinforce this culture without realizing the damage 
it causes. Sons frequently hear phrases about toughness and endurance 
during moments of sadness or fear. Daughters usually receive emotion-
al comfort and conversation. Fathers rarely discuss emotional vulner-
ability because previous generations followed the same pattern. Silence 
passes from one generation to the next and gradually becomes tradition.

Schools add another gap. Students spend years studying science, 
mathematics, and exam preparation while emotional education re-
mains almost absent. Many boys enter adulthood without the lan-
guage to describe grief, anxiety, loneliness, or rejection. Anger then 
becomes the only socially acceptable emotion available to them.

That damage increasingly appears in public life. Small disagree-
ments quickly escalate into confrontation. Online spaces reward 
hostility and ridicule sensitivity. Drug abuse continues spreading 
through sections of Kashmiri youth with devastating consequences 
for families. Emotional emptiness creates fertile ground for addiction 
and self-destructive behaviour.

Kashmir once possessed a richer understanding of masculinity. 
The valley’s Sufi traditions celebrated compassion, introspection, poet-
ry, humility, and emotional depth. Kashmiri literature valued tender-
ness alongside strength. Modern social expectations replaced much of 
that inheritance with performative hardness and emotional distance.

A healthier future demands cultural change inside homes, 
schools, colleges, mosques, and public institutions. Boys need emo-
tional vocabulary early in life. Teachers need training in adolescent 
mental health. Parents must treat emotional exchange with sons as 
seriously as academic achievement. Community leaders should speak 
openly about psychological struggle without attaching shame to it.

Kashmir asks much of its young men every single day. Society 
cannot continue teaching them silence while expecting emotional sta-
bility in return. Buried pain eventually resurfaces through addiction, 
violence, despair, and alienation.

Strong men emerge through emotional awareness, honesty, self-
control, empathy, and the courage to speak openly about their strug-
gles before those struggles take over their lives.

C A S H  C O U R S E
Read This Before You Buy Anything

Human Economy
Technology succeeds when it strengthens workers, 
artisans, and communities instead of replacing them.

Irshad Mushtaq 

Kashmir once built prosperity inside its homes. Downtown Srinagar 
functioned like a living workshop where copperware, shawls, carpets, 
walnut woodwork, and papier-mâché sustained entire neighbour-
hoods. Every lane held artisans, traders, polishers, weavers, and ex-

porters connected through trust and skill. Families earned through craftsman-
ship, children learned through observation, and communities grew through 
shared work.

That economic culture weakened slowly, then collapsed under pressure. 
Artisans received tiny returns while middlemen captured larger profits. Politi-
cal disruptions pushed buyers away. Design stagnated, branding stayed weak, 
and younger workers moved toward faster income streams. Workshops that 
once produced global exports now sit abandoned, while many skilled workers 
survive through casual labour with little stability or pride.

Industrial estates arrived with promises of modernization, though they nev-
er generated widespread employment. Kashmir now depends heavily on outside 
labour even for routine construction and services. Money earned inside the re-
gion increasingly flows outward through wages and contracts. Homes that once 
produced value now function mainly as places to sleep and consume.

Social damage followed economic decline. Productive neighborhoods gave 
way to isolation and frustration. Many young people spend hours consuming digi-
tal entertainment instead of building marketable skills. Computers and artificial 
intelligence entered daily life, though meaningful digital learning never kept pace.

Kashmir needs a different model rooted in production, skill, and respon-
sibility. Cottage industries deserve modern design support, digital marketing, 
easy credit, and direct online access to buyers. Artificial intelligence can help 
artisans with pricing, branding, logistics, and global outreach. Schools should 
teach financial literacy, entrepreneurship, coding, repair work, and vocational 
skills alongside academics.

Economic revival also demands stronger social values. Honest business 
practices, respect for labour, commitment to long-term work, and cooperation 
between communities create the trust that every successful economy requires.

— The author is a Srinagar-based 
reputed financial educator.
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K
ashmir’s progressive move-
ment depends heavily on what 
happens inside the homes of 
Gujjar and Bakarwal families 

living in mountain villages, forest settle-
ments, and migratory routes that rarely 
enter political statement. 

Real progress in Jammu and 
Kashmir will come when tribal girls 
gain stronger access to schools, digi-
tal learning, healthcare, transport, 
and employment.

That transformation has already 
started. Smartphones now reach villages 
that spent decades cut off from education-
al resources. 

A tribal student sitting in Rajouri or 
Bandipora can watch science lectures on 
YouTube, learn spoken English through 
mobile applications, or prepare for gov-
ernment exams through online classes. 
Internet access has turned a phone into a 
classroom, a library, and a career guide.

Education gains real meaning 
when it leads to economic indepen-
dence. Free education up to postgradu-
ate level eases pressure on low-income 
families and encourages parents to 
keep girls in school longer. 

Scholarships help further when 
they reach students consistently and 
without bureaucratic delay. Local Indus-
trial Training Institutes and village skill 
centers also create direct pathways into 
technical work, healthcare support ser-
vices, tourism, and small enterprise.

Seasonal migration still disrupts 
schooling for thousands of tribal chil-
dren. Many Gujjar and Bakarwal fami-
lies move between the Jammu plains and 
the Pir Panjal region with livestock dur-
ing different seasons. 

Children often lose months of class-
room learning during that movement. Mo-
bile education programs, seasonal hostels, 
and digital study systems can reduce those 

interruptions and help students remain 
connected to formal education.

Healthcare access also determines 
whether girls continue their studies. Bet-
ter maternal care, vaccination programs, 
and nearby primary health centers im-
prove school attendance and family sta-
bility. Transport support matters equally 
in remote districts where long distances 
discourage regular attendance, especial-
ly during winter months.

Awareness remains another major 
challenge. Many families still lack clear 
information about welfare schemes, 
higher education support, legal rights, 
and recruitment opportunities. Com-
munity outreach programs led through 
schools, local administrations, and vil-
lage networks can close that information 
gap quickly and effectively.

Gujjar and Bakarwal communities 
form nearly twelve percent of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s population according to 

the 2011 Census. Their contribution to 
Kashmir’s cultural identity runs deep 
through language, pastoral traditions, 
food systems, and social life. Public pol-
icy should treat tribal advancement as 
central to Kashmir’s growth rather than 
a peripheral welfare issue.

Political speeches often celebrate 
youth empowerment. Serious change 
begins when a tribal girl gains stable 
schooling, internet access, technical 
training, and the confidence to enter pub-
lic life on equal terms. 

Kashmir will move forward faster 
when those girls stand at the center of de-
velopment instead of the edge of it.

Sincerely,

Sahil Manzoor Bhati
sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com

Why Kashmir Must Put Tribal Girls at the Center of Change

Faisal Kawoosa 

T
he drug crisis in Kashmir has moved far 
beyond police files and political speeches. 
It lives inside homes now. 

Parents speak about it in hushed voic-
es at wedding gatherings, outside tuition centers, 
and during late-night phone calls with relatives. 
Schoolteachers see it in falling attendance and 
fading concentration. Doctors see it in exhausted 
faces and damaged bodies. 

Every family fears the same possibility: a 
child who drifts toward substances before anyone 
notices the signs.

Government campaigns have multiplied in 
recent years. Public rallies fill community halls. 
Awareness drives reach colleges and schools. Offi-
cials speak about rehabilitation, enforcement, and 
public cooperation. 

Those efforts matter because the crisis has 
reached every district and class of society. But 
families still face the hardest part alone: addiction 
often begins through small, ordinary moments 
that escape attention completely.

A teenager asks for money to buy books, at-
tend coaching, or pay for lunch. Parents hand over 
a few hundred rupees without suspicion because 
trust forms the foundation of family life. Cash then 
disappears into markets, alleys, coaching centers, 
and roadside shops without leaving a trace. 

Dealers thrive in that invisible economy. 
Currency notes move quickly through crowd-

ed places where nobody asks questions and no-
body keeps records.

Kashmir’s drug problem survives through se-
crecy as much as supply.

Parents usually discover the truth after vis-
ible damage appears. Grades collapse, sleep pat-
terns change, friend circles shift, anger rises 
inside homes, and dinner-table talks shrink into 
silence. Families then scramble for answers while 
addiction tightens its grip. 

A crisis that began with hidden transactions 
suddenly consumes an entire household.

Technology often receives blame for corrupt-
ing young minds. Parents worry about smart-
phones, social media, and unrestricted internet 
access. Those concerns are genuine because digi-
tal spaces expose children to harmful influences 
every day. 

But at the same time, schools and colleges now 
depend heavily on online systems, digital notes, 
and app-based communication. Students require 
phones to function academically and socially.

That same technology can also become a tool 
for protection.

The Reserve Bank of India introduced UPI Cir-
cle in 2024, and the feature deserves far more pub-
lic attention in Kashmir than it currently receives. 

The system allows one primary user, usually 
a parent, to supervise digital spending for up to 
five secondary users. Families can set monthly 
budgets, limit individual transactions, and choose 
whether payments require approval.
Most importantly, every rupee leaves a visible trail.

Parents gain the ability to see where money 
goes, when transactions occur, and which ac-
counts receive repeated payments. Small daily 
transfers that once disappeared through cash now 
appear on a screen. Suspicious spending patterns 
become visible early, before serious damage en-
ters a child’s life.

This matters enormously in Kashmir’s cur-
rent climate.

Teenagers often spend large parts of their day 

outside direct parental supervision. Coaching cen-
ters, private tuition classes, and crowded urban 
markets create spaces where harmful networks 
operate easily. Dealers depend on anonymity. 
Cash protects that anonymity perfectly. Digital 
payments weaken it.

Imagine a common situation. A teenager asks 
for pocket money before leaving for class. The par-
ent sends funds digitally through UPI Circle. Pay-
ments for food, transport, or study material appear 
normally in the transaction history. Repeated 
transfers to unfamiliar accounts stand out quick-
ly. Parents then gain an opening for conversation 
before addiction deepens.

Accountability changes behaviour.
Young people make different choices when 

they know spending habits remain visible inside 
the family. Dealers also lose confidence when mon-
ey flows through monitored systems rather than 
untraceable cash exchanges. Digital transparency 
disrupts the comfort that illegal networks cur-
rently enjoy.

But UPI Circle alone cannot solve Kashmir’s 
drug crisis. Serious solutions require strong polic-
ing, tighter border monitoring, accessible reha-
bilitation centers, trained counsellors in schools, 
and sustained community involvement. Families 
also need honest discussions about peer pressure, 
mental health, and addiction. Every part of society 
holds responsibility here.

Financial visibility still fills a major gap that 
public debate rarely addresses.

Money fuels addiction at every stage. Some-
one pays for the first cigarette, the first pill, the 

first packet, and eventually the next dose that 
keeps dependency alive. 

Parents often finance that path unknowingly 
through unrestricted cash. Digital supervision in-
troduces friction into that cycle. 

Questions emerge earlier, patterns become 
harder to hide, and families regain some measure 
of oversight in a crisis that often leaves them feel-
ing powerless.
Implementation would require very little effort.

PhonePe, Google Pay, and Amazon Pay al-
ready support the feature. Jammu and Kashmir’s 
administration could partner with these compa-
nies to spread awareness quickly. Schools could 
demonstrate the setup process during parent-
teacher meetings. Banks could send informational 
SMS campaigns in Urdu and English. Community 
centers could host digital literacy workshops for 
parents unfamiliar with online payments.

Religious institutions could also play a con-
structive role. Mosques, temples, and local com-
munity groups already influence public opinion on 
social issues. A brief announcement during gath-
erings could push thousands of families toward 
practical action. Teachers, doctors, and local volun-
teers could explain how monitored digital spending 
strengthens communication inside homes.

This debate deserves attention because Kash-
mir’s drug crisis has reached a deeply personal 
stage. Families no longer ask whether the threat 
exists. They ask how to protect children in an en-
vironment where harmful substances circulate 
with alarming ease.

Parents deserve tools that match the scale of 
the problem.

Having said that, digital supervision cannot 
replace trust between parent and child. That trust 
comes from conversation, attention, affection, and 
presence. Technology can still strengthen those 
bonds by improving visibility and accountability. 
It helps families intervene earlier, gives children 
clearer boundaries, and reduces the opacity that 
dealers rely on.

Kashmir’s fight for its next generation will 
not be won by speeches alone. It will be won 
when everyday financial transparency replac-
es hidden cash. 

That shift makes addiction harder to conceal 
and easier to interrupt early.

The author is the chief analyst and co-
founder of Techarc, and a leading voice on India’s 

technology industry. He advises businesses and 
policymakers on emerging trends, and serves on the 

jury of the GLOMO Awards at the Mobile World 
Congress in Barcelona.

Kashmir’s Drug 
Money Problem

A simple UPI feature gives Kashmiri families something speeches and rallies 
rarely provide: visibility into where children spend money and who profits from it.

The Reserve Bank 
of India introduced UPI 

Circle in 2024, and the feature 
deserves far more public 
attention in Kashmir than it 
currently receives. The system 
allows one primary user, 
usually a parent, to supervise 
digital spending for up to five 
secondary users. Families can 
set monthly budgets, limit 
individual transactions, and 
choose whether payments 
require approval.



Opinion   Analysis  Essays 05Think
SRINAGAR | WEDNESDAY | 29.04.2026

GOVERNMENT-BACKED 
PROCUREMENT SYSTEMS COULD 
ESTABLISH MINIMUM SUPPORT 

PRICES FOR MILK DURING PERIODS OF MARKET 
INSTABILITY,” says Niyaz Malik, an executive 
in Srinagar-based milk distribution firm. 
“Expanded cold storage infrastructure would 
reduce spoilage losses that hit small farmers 
hardest during summer months. Mobile-based 
platforms linking consumers directly with 
village producers could reduce dependence on 
intermediaries.”

I STILL REMEMBER 
OUR LAST OUTINGS IN 
BANGALORE, THE RHYTHM 
OF THE SWINGS AND THE 
SHARP, BRIGHT TASTE OF 
CUCUMBERS TOPPED WITH 
RED CHILI. I can still see his 
wink, that silent, rebellious 
pact we shared when the 
adults scolded us. He was 
my shield, a man who 
chose to be small when I 
was small, always coming 
to my rescue. 

Kashmir’s White Gold 

No Longer Pays
Milk remains central to daily life in the valley even 

as the farmers who produce it struggle to stay afloat.
Faisal Rashid Bhat

A pale bulb swings above a 
narrow shed on the edge of 
a village in south Kashmir’s 

Pulwama district. Steam rises from 
fresh dung on the floor. Metal 
buckets clatter against concrete as 
42-year-old dairy farmer Ghulam 
Mohammad bends beside a brown 
Jersey cow and begins the morning 
milking.

Morning mist still grips the fields 
outside. His hands move quickly 
through work he learned as a child, 
work his father performed before 
him.

A tractor rattles somewhere in 
the dark, dogs bark near the road, 
and milk foams into the bucket in 
thick white streams.

“Every morning begins like this,” 
he said, stopping to scatter hay be-
fore another cow. “The animals eat 
before anyone in my family does.”

The shed holds seven cattle: two 
produce milk, one calf was born 
last winter, and another animal has 
stopped yielding after illness.

Each cow represents years of ex-
pense and constant attention. Vet-
erinary visits, concentrated feed, 
fodder, medicines, shed repairs and 
winter heating absorb nearly every 
rupee that enters the household.

The dairy farmer’s earnings re-
main painfully thin.

Five litres of milk require nearly 
₹165 in daily input costs, according 
to estimates shared by several dairy 
farmers in Tral and neighbouring 
villages. Concentrated feed alone 
consumes around ₹100. Green fod-
der and dry hay add another ₹60. 
Calcium and mineral supplements 
push the figure higher. Local buy-
ers pay ₹40 per litre on most days, 
sometimes ₹45 when demand rises 
during wedding season or winter 
shortages.

Five litres sold at ₹40 bring ₹200. 
The farmer keeps roughly ₹35 after 
expenses.

A half-litre plastic bottle of pack-
aged water in Srinagar often sells 
for ₹20.

The comparison surfaces repeat-
edly in discussions with dairy farm-
ers across the valley. Many describe 
it with a mixture of disbelief and 
exhaustion.

Milk demands years of invest-
ment before a cow produces a 
return. Water arrives packaged, 
transported and chilled. Consumers 
purchase both daily, but markets 
value them very differently.

“This work fills every hour of 
your day,” said Abdul Rashid, a dairy 
farmer in nearby village who re-
cently sold three cows after mount-
ing debt. “People bargain over milk 

like it has little worth.”
Kashmir’s dairy sector supports 

thousands of rural households, 
especially in Pulwama, Budgam, 
Baramulla and Anantnag districts, 
where small family-run operations 
dominate production. Government 
figures estimate that the region still 
imports substantial quantities of 
milk and dairy products from out-
side Jammu and Kashmir to meet 
local demand. Agricultural econo-
mists say declining local produc-
tion could deepen that dependence 
in the coming years.

Signs of strain already appear in 
villages where cattle sheds once 
stood full.

Young men who grew up feeding 
livestock now search for govern-
ment jobs, drive taxis or leave for 
Gulf countries. Dairy farming gives 
long hours and narrow returns. 
Families who once kept six or seven 
cows now manage one or two.

Several farmers interviewed in 
Pulwama described borrowing 
money during winter months when 
fodder prices rise sharply and milk 
yields decline.

“The younger generation watches 
the numbers,” said Dr. Bashir Ah-

mad, a veterinary officer in South 
Kashmir. “They understand how 
much labour goes into one litre of 
milk. Many decide very early that 
they want another future.”

That calculation threatens more 
than household incomes.

Milk collection centers depend 
on regular rural supply. Local pro-
cessing plants require raw milk 

from village producers to remain 
viable. Rural transport workers, 
fodder sellers, veterinary suppli-
ers and seasonal labourers all rely 
on the dairy economy in varying 
degrees.

Agricultural researchers at Sher-
e-Kashmir University of Agricul-
tural Sciences and Technology have 
repeatedly pointed to dairy farming 
as a critical pillar of Kashmir’s rural 
economy because it provides year-
round income in areas where crop 
cultivation remains seasonal.

Villages in the valley still revolve 
around milk in countless ways. 
Morning tea simmers in nearly 
every home before sunrise. Wed-
ding feasts depend heavily on curd, 
ghee and cottage cheese. Religious 
gatherings and shrines distribute 
milk-based offerings throughout 
the year. Families purchase dairy 
products daily even when other 
household expenses tighten.

Farmers say the cultural impor-
tance of milk rarely translates into 
fair prices.

“Middlemen often collect milk 
directly from villages and transport 
it to urban markets where retail 
prices rise significantly,” says Khur-

shid Bhat, a dairy farmer from Tral. 
“Small producers possess little bar-
gaining power because most oper-
ate independently and sell limited 
quantities.”

Several farmers in Pulwama said 
cooperative systems remain weak 
or inconsistent compared with 
states such as Gujarat, where orga-
nized dairy networks transformed 
village economies over decades.

Economists and agricultural 
planners point toward several pos-
sible interventions.

“Government-backed procure-
ment systems could establish mini-
mum support prices for milk during 
periods of market instability,” says 
Niyaz Malik, an executive in Sri-
nagar-based milk distribution firm. 
“Expanded cold storage infrastruc-
ture would reduce spoilage losses 
that hit small farmers hardest dur-
ing summer months. Mobile-based 
platforms linking consumers di-
rectly with village producers could 
reduce dependence on intermedi-
aries.”

Officials within Jammu and 
Kashmir’s animal husbandry de-
partment have promoted breed 
improvement programs and fod-
der development schemes in recent 
years. Farmers acknowledge those 
efforts while describing a larger 
problem rooted in pricing.

“Production has improved,” said 
Mushtaq Ahmad, who owns four 
cows near Tral town. “Income has 
not improved.”

Morning light spreads slowly 
through the Pulwama village as 
schoolchildren begin walking along 
the road outside Ghulam Moham-
mad’s home. A milk can waits near 
the gate for collection. His wife 
washes feeding troughs while he 
prepares fodder for the afternoon 
cycle that will begin within hours.

The work leaves little room for 
rest.

His father spent four decades 
tending cattle in the same shed. 
Family photographs hang inside the 
house nearby, faded by damp win-
ters and wood smoke.

One image shows a younger ver-
sion of him standing beside a cow 
decorated with garlands during a 
village fair long ago.

He studies the animals carefully 
before leaving for breakfast. One 
cow nudges his shoulder impa-
tiently, another lowers its head into 
fresh hay.

“These animals feed families,” he 
said. “People remember that only 
when the milk stops coming.”

— The writer hails from Tral, and 

is a published author.

Twenty Years of Candlelight
Twenty years after his death, a granddaughter remembers the kind of 
wisdom that once warmed Kashmiri homes through darkness and winter.

Noorain Fatima Ansari

Two decades have slipped through the 
hourglass since the world grew a lit-
tle quieter on the 27th of April, 2006.

Today marks twenty years without my 
Dadu, a man who was a scholar to the 
world, but a sanctuary to me.

I was only in the fourth grade when he 
left.

They say memories begin to drift like 
mist over the Dal Lake as we approach the 
milestone of thirty, the edges softening 
like old photographs left in the sun.

But the heart has its own way of keep-
ing time.

I still feel the specific, heavy chill of 
those Kashmiri winters, where the power 
cuts would plunge the house into dark-
ness, leaving us with nothing but the am-
ber glow of a single candle.

In that flickering light, Dadu was our 
fire.

He didn’t just recite tales, he created 
a world where my brother and I felt safe 
from the shadows.

To our society, he was an Aalim, a writer 
of deep intellect. But to me, he was the 
playful conspirator who became a child 
just to meet me where I was.

He taught me that true wisdom isn’t 
just found in books, but in the lightness of 
a grandfather’s laugh.

I still remember our last outings in Ban-
galore, the rhythm of the swings and the 
sharp, bright taste of cucumbers topped 
with red chili.

I can still see his wink, that silent, re-
bellious pact we shared when the adults 
scolded us.

He was my shield, a man who chose to 
be small when I was small, always coming 
to my rescue.

Dadu had battled cancer with the 
strength of a titan, yet his departure felt 
like a sudden sunset.

At ten years old, I understood the si-
lence in the room, but I couldn’t yet grasp 
the depth of the void he would leave be-
hind.

Now, twenty years later, I realize that 
even a “brief” time with a soul like his is 
enough to last a lifetime.

I feel that loss today with a matured 
ache.

I wish there had been more time. I wish 
I could sit with the man I am now and talk 
to the scholar he was.

But looking back through the mist of 
two decades, I realize the time we did 
have was painted in the brightest colours.

He is in a better place now, surely at 
peace. As for me, I still carry the candle-
light of his memory.

It has been twenty years, but the 
warmth of his stories still keeps the win-
ter at bay.

— The author is an accomplished 

educator and media professional.
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LG Flags Urgent
in the agriculture sector under the leadership of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, citing record pro-
duction figures and policy interventions aimed at 
boosting productivity.

According to him, the country’s agricultural out-
put reached 357 million tonnes in 2024–25, an in-
crease of 25 million tonnes over the previous year, 
while horticulture production stood at 362 million 
tonnes, driven in part by diversification into high-
value crops.

He highlighted key initiatives, including the 
nationwide soil testing programme that has led 
to the distribution of 25 crore Soil Health Cards to 
farmers. He also noted that the limit for agricul-
tural credit has been enhanced from Rs 3 lakh to 
Rs 5 lakh, alongside a Rs 100 crore allocation for 
promoting high-productivity seeds under a na-
tional mission.

The Lieutenant Governor further pointed to a 
sharp increase in procurement of pulses and oil-
seeds at minimum support price (MSP), stating 
that pulses procurement has risen by 7,350 percent 
and oilseeds by 1,500 percent since 2013-14.

Despite these gains, Sinha cautioned that cli-
mate change is emerging as a major disruptor, with 
extreme weather events reported across several 
states over the past year.

“The moment has come to move beyond mi-
nor adjustments and embrace bold, science-led, 
farmer-focused transformation,” he said, reiterat-
ing the need for coordinated efforts among stake-
holders to build resilience and secure the future of 
agriculture.

Pandits Carried
It highlights the platform’s role in sustaining 

socio-cultural engagement among the displaced 
population.

Addressing the gathering, Sinha said the 
Kashmiri Pandit community endured “genocide 
and uprooting” from their ancestral homeland, 
leaving behind material possessions but retain-
ing their culture, traditions, faith, education and 
language.

He noted that more than two decades after the 
exodus, Hangloo transformed Radio Sharda into 
a “beacon of hope and unity” in 2011, connecting 
Kashmiri Pandits across the world with their roots.

The Lieutenant Governor said the radio platform 
has played a key role in preserving songs, stories 
and traditions while offering space to poets, schol-
ars and artists. He added that such initiatives en-
sure that cultural expressions continue to inspire 
younger generations.

Calling Radio Sharda and similar efforts “path-
ways for youth,” Sinha urged younger members 
of the community to take responsibility for safe-
guarding and expanding their cultural heritage. 
He said the youth must actively work to revive 
language, music, rituals and traditions so that the 
legacy evolves and endures meaningfully.

Sinha also remarked that successive generations 
of Kashmiri Pandits have endured deep hardships 
beyond displacement, describing it as a wound 
that “time cannot fully heal.” He said initiatives 
like Radio Sharda have acted as a vital lifeline in 
maintaining community bonds during prolonged 
displacement.

The event also saw the Lieutenant Governor 
felicitating individuals from the Kashmiri Pandit 
community for their contributions across various 
fields.

PMGSY-IV Push: 
at a cost of Rs 3,550 crore. The projects are ex-

pected to benefit 363 remote habitations across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Rs 8,000 Cr rural projects sanctioned in one year
He said that projects worth nearly Rs 8,000 

crore have been sanctioned in the past year under 
various rural development initiatives in the Union 
Territory, describing it as a major achievement in 
bridging infrastructure gaps.

Referring to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Chouhan said Jammu and Kashmir has been ac-
corded top priority in development planning. He 
added that the Union Territory was among the first 
to receive approvals under successive phases of 
PMGSY-IV.

“I have come with the prime minister’s message 
of development and message of love. The doors 
of Delhi and our hearts are open for the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir,” he said, adding that the 
Centre will leave no stone unturned to ensure de-
velopment of the region.

5 lakh families to get pucca houses after 
verification

In a major welfare announcement, the Union 
Minister said that around five lakh families in 
Jammu and Kashmir living in ‘kuchha’ houses will 
be provided permanent homes under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana after physical verification.

Assuring full coverage, he said no eligible house-
hold will be left without a permanent house.

Rs 4,000 Cr push for women self-help groups
Highlighting women empowerment, Chouhan 

said self-help groups will be further strengthened, 
with Rs 4,000 crore being disbursed to promote 
women’s self-reliance and rural entrepreneurship.

He noted that around two lakh “Lakhpati Didis” 
are already present in Jammu and Kashmir and 
said the government aims to expand such initia-
tives so that poverty is eliminated.

“My sisters should live with dignity and pride,” 
he said.

Integrated farming model to boost farmer 
incomes

Turning to agriculture, the minister said Jammu 
and Kashmir’s small and fragmented landholdings 
require a tailored and scientific approach. He an-
nounced that the government will promote inte-
grated farming systems combining agriculture, 

horticulture, fisheries, livestock and beekeeping to 
generate multiple income streams.

He said the Centre is introducing new measures 
and schemes to ensure that farmers’ incomes in-
crease sustainably.

Clean Plant Programme to improve horticulture 
output

Chouhan flagged concerns over horticulture 
productivity, particularly in apple and walnut cul-
tivation, attributing past challenges to poor-quality 
planting material.

He announced a Clean Plant Programme in col-
laboration with local institutions to produce cer-
tified, disease-free planting material and develop 
modern nurseries to supply quality saplings within 
the region.

ICAR team to prepare scientific roadmap
The minister said a team of scientists from the 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research will be 
deputed to Jammu and Kashmir to assess agro-cli-
matic conditions, soil health, water resources and 
crop suitability.

The team will prepare a scientific roadmap for 
agriculture and horticulture development aimed 
at long-term productivity enhancement and crop 
diversification.

He said the Centre and the Union Territory ad-
ministration will work in close coordination to 
implement the rural transformation agenda.

Youth potential and development push
Chouhan also highlighted the potential of 

Jammu and Kashmir’s youth, stating that with the 
right opportunities, they can perform at the global 
level.

“We are not outsiders. We are your family. Do 
not call us chief guest—we are part of your home,” 
he said.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, Deputy Chief 
Minister Surinder Choudhary, senior officials 
and public representatives were present on the 
occasion.

Will Ensure 
the latest phase of the programme is aimed at 

connecting remaining unserved habitations across 
the Union Territory.

“PMGSY-IV will link unconnected habitations 
across Jammu and Kashmir,” he said, adding that 
expansion of the road network is steadily bridg-
ing long-standing accessibility gaps in remote and 
hilly regions.

330 roads to link 363 habitations across J&K
During the event, Union Minister for Rural 

Development, Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan formally handed over a 
sanction letter worth Rs 3,566 crore to the Chief 
Minister.

The package under PMGSY-IV (Batch-II) in-
cludes 330 roads spanning around 1,600 kilome-
tres, which are set to connect 363 habitations, sig-
nificantly improving last-mile connectivity across 
rural Jammu and Kashmir.

Centre-UT coordination strengthens develop-
ment push

Welcoming the Union Minister, Omar described 
Chouhan as a friend and well-wisher of Jammu 
and Kashmir, noting his continued support for the 
Union Territory’s development agenda.

He said coordination between the Centre and 
the UT administration has strengthened over the 
past one and a half years, with sustained engage-
ment on key development initiatives.

“Whatever sanctions have been given, we will 
ensure work starts on the ground. In the coming 
months, implementation will begin and remaining 
requirements will also be taken forward,” he said.

From hours of walking to motorable roads
Highlighting the impact of earlier PMGSY phas-

es, the Chief Minister said rural connectivity has 
already transformed daily life in far-flung areas.

“People who once had to walk four to five hours 
to reach a road now have access to motorable con-
nectivity. Due to Phase II, Phase III and now Phase 
IV, access to hospitals, schools and markets has im-
proved,” he said.

He reiterated that roads remain the lifeline of 
development, particularly in geographically chal-
lenging regions like Jammu and Kashmir.

Villages at core of development strategy
Omar said the government’s focus remains on 

connecting every remaining habitation, especially 
in scattered and mountainous areas.

“Our real strength lies in villages. Our heritage 
and economy are rooted in rural areas, and our 
effort is to strengthen the rural economy in every 
possible way,” he said.

Focus on women, livelihoods and crop protection
The Chief Minister also highlighted ongoing ini-

tiatives under rural development and livelihood 
missions, particularly the role of Self-Help Groups 
under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(NRLM) in expanding opportunities for women-
led enterprises.

He expressed optimism about scaling up 
women’s economic empowerment, stating that 
“Lakhpati Didis” could progress towards becom-
ing “Crorepati Didis” with sustained support and 
capacity building.

Omar also stressed the need to strengthen 
crop insurance mechanisms to safeguard farmers 
against weather-related risks affecting agriculture 
and horticulture.

Meanwhile, during the event, the Union Minister 
also released a Rs 4,568 crore Mother Sanction 
under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana–NRLM 
for women Self-Help Groups across 24 states and 
Union Territories, including Jammu and Kashmir.

Rains To Lash
the region is expected to remain mostly dry, 

with chances of brief showers at isolated locations.
The MeT department has issued an advisory 

asking farmers to suspend agricultural operations 
on April 28–29 in view of expected rainfall, gusty 

winds and possible hailstorms.
Meanwhile, daytime temperatures across the 

Valley remained below normal. Srinagar recorded 
a maximum temperature of 21.2°C, which is 1.9 de-
grees below normal, while the minimum settled at 
12.6°C, 3.1 degrees above normal.

Qazigund registered a high of 20.0°C, while 
Pahalgam recorded 18.2°C. Kupwara saw a maxi-
mum of 21.0°C and Kokernag 20.2°C. Gulmarg, the 
coldest among the recorded stations, registered a 
maximum of 15.0°C.

In the Jammu region, Jammu city recorded a 
maximum temperature of 32.6°C, 3.1 degrees be-
low normal, and a minimum of 25.1°C. Banihal and 
Batote recorded 21.6°C and 20.1°C, respectively, 
while Katra registered 30.0°C.

Light rainfall was recorded at several stations 
during the day, including Pahalgam (7.2 mm), 
Kupwara (2.0 mm), and Kukernag (1.8 mm), while 
Srinagar recorded 0.1 mm.

The department said the weather conditions 
may lead to temporary disruptions and advised 
people to remain cautious during the afternoon 
and evening hours.(KNO)

PDP’s ‘No Agent’
in the elections, with the stated aim of keeping 

the BJP out. However, despite lacking the required 
numerical strength, the BJP managed to win one 
of the seats.

“It is now clear—not through statements by our 
party or political commentary, but through the 
Right to Information Act—that the source of the 
BJP’s votes has been revealed,” the NC said.

Escalating its attack, the NC accused the PDP of 
maintaining a “tacit alliance” with the BJP, alleging 
a disconnect between its public rhetoric and elec-
toral conduct.

“So much for the pretentious anti-BJP rhetoric in 
rallies, while voting for them and ensuring they are 
strengthened in Parliament and the Assembly. This 
is a continuation of the 2014 PDP-BJP alliance,” the 
NC added.

MLA Mehraj Malik
out of the jail, Malik was greeted by support-

ers who garlanded him with flowers and raised 
slogans. On reaching his residence in Jammu, he 
received an emotional welcome from family mem-
bers, with his parents embracing him amid cel-
ebrations marked by drum beats and distribution 
of sweets.

Calling his release a “victory of truth,” Malik said 
his imprisonment was not just personal but an at-
tempt to silence public voice.

“It is not that they had jailed me, they had jailed 
the voice of the people, their aspirations and their 
strength,” he told supporters.

The MLA asserted that his political struggle 
would continue, stressing that it is driven by pub-
lic welfare rather than political ambition. “Our 
struggle will continue. It will not change,” he said, 
urging youth to participate in politics, which he 
described as the only means to bring meaningful 
change.

Malik also expressed concern over what he 
termed shrinking political space, alleging that 
those raising public issues are often entangled in 
legal cases. He maintained that his detention was 
part of such a pattern.

Highlighting broader concerns, he said un-
employment remains a key issue affecting youth 
despite various campaigns, and called for policy-
driven governance. “If those making policies them-
selves lack vision, how will society progress?” he 
asked.

Emphasising unity, Malik urged people to rise 
above religious divisions and focus on humanity, 
stating that governance should be judged on per-
formance rather than identity.

Referring to his jail term, he said that while a 
person can be imprisoned, “thoughts cannot be 
confined,” adding that democratic processes would 
ultimately allow people to judge what is right.

Family members and party leaders also termed 
his release a “victory of truth.” His father, Shammas 
Din, said Malik has always worked for the people 
and expressed confidence that truth ultimately 
prevails.

Delhi-based AAP leader Imran Hussain thanked 
the judiciary for quashing what he described as an 
unjust case and alleged that voices raising public 
issues were being targeted.

Reaffirming his commitment, Malik said he 
would soon resume public outreach after consul-
tations with his team, maintaining that his focus 
remains on welfare-oriented change through dem-
ocratic means.

Kashmir Launches
woodwork framed the cabin interior. Symbols 

of Kashmir’s heritage ran along the painted sides.
Officials, conservationists and boatmen gath-

ered around it as cameras clicked and school rep-
resentatives leaned forward to listen.

The vessel arrived with a purpose larger than 
sightseeing.

Organizers called it The Nature Shikara, a float-
ing classroom designed to teach visitors how Dal 
Lake survives, and what threatens its future.

Environmental lawyer Nadeem Qadri moved 
through the crowd greeting guests before the 
launch ceremony began. Through his organization, 
The Nature University, Qadri has pushed environ-
mental education into schools, public campaigns 
and civic discussions. Dal Lake, he said, offered the 
clearest place to begin.

“The vessel would give lessons on the lake’s 
living systems,” Qadri said. “Every voyage can be-
come an environmental learning experience.”

That idea has gained support well beyond envi-
ronmental circles.

Syed Farooq Ahmad Gillani, advisor to The 
Nature University, inaugurated the vessel 

alongside S.D. Choudhary, SSP Enforcement with 
the Tourist Police. Farooq Ashai, convenor of the 
Private Schools’ Association and advisor to the ini-
tiative, attended with educators preparing student 
visits for the coming months.

“We often teach children about the environ-
ment inside classrooms,” Ashai said. “This initia-
tive places that lesson directly on the water.”

Members of Jammu and Kashmir Eco-Watch 
filled the front rows during the ceremony. Their 
presence reflected a larger concern surrounding 
Dal Lake, whose waters support tourism, transport 
and entire neighbourhoods built along its edges.

Restoration projects have expanded during re-
cent years as pollution, unchecked construction 
and declining water quality place mounting pres-
sure on the ecosystem.

The Nature Shikara attempts to answer that cri-
sis through the tourism economy itself.

Visitors aboard the vessel pass floating gardens 
and Char Chinari while guides explain aquatic 
life, biodiversity and water conservation. Solar-
powered displays line the cabin, and biodegrad-
able materials cover the passenger spaces. Local 
artisans crafted the walnut interiors, linking 
Kashmiri design traditions with the boat’s envi-
ronmental mission.

“Every design choice amplifies ecological har-
mony while deepening visitor connection to the 
water,” Qadri said.

Near the rear of the boat, Javeed Ahmad Sofi 
rested one hand on an oar as guests boarded. 
Residents around Dal Lake know him simply as 
Michael. His family has lived beside the lake for 
generations, and he learned its waterways during 
childhood.

“This is a dream come true,” Sofi said before 
pushing the vessel gently away from the dock.

His role highlights the project’s central philoso-
phy: people living on the lake hold knowledge that 
conservation campaigns need. Organizers want 
boatmen and residents to guide the environmental 
conversation rather than remain at its margins.

Tourists have long arrived at Dal Lake seeking 
photographs of carved shikaras, floating markets 
and the Zabarwan mountains mirrored in the wa-
ter. The Nature Shikara adds another layer to that 
journey.

Guides explain how lake vegetation filters im-
purities, waste affects water systems and restora-
tion efforts depend upon public participation.

Representatives from Sanctuary Nature 
Foundation joined the launch ceremony and do-
nated copies of Sanctuary magazine to support the 
educational program. Organizers viewed the con-
tribution as evidence that local conservation ef-
forts in Kashmir now command national attention.

The project also arrives as Kashmir’s tourism 
industry enters a new phase. Visitors increasingly 
seek experiences tied to ecology, local culture and 
community engagement. Organizers believe Dal 
Lake provides an ideal setting for that shift because 
every aspect of life around the water remains con-
nected to its survival.

Schoolchildren from private institutions linked 
through Ashai’s network will soon begin regular 
excursions aboard the vessel. Teachers plan to use 
the tours as field lessons on ecology, conservation 
and civic responsibility.

By afternoon, sunlight settled warmly over the 
lake as the shikara glided deeper into the channels. 
Michael steered past floating gardens and lively 
banks with the ease of long familiarity. Ripples 
spread outward behind the oars while tourists 
watched the mountains shimmer in the distance.

Dal Lake has long stood as Kashmir’s defining 
image. Now, one shikara moves through its waters 
with a new purpose: teaching the valley that the 
lake’s future rests on what its people choose to 
protect today.

No Decision To
Minister Surinder Choudhary, underlined the 

continued importance of Urdu in revenue admin-
istration. “The language remains integral to official 
functioning, particularly for revenue officers who 
are required to read and interpret documents in 
Urdu,” he added.

Wani clarified that no notification has been is-
sued to remove Urdu from the syllabus or recruit-
ment process and challenged critics to produce any 
such document if it exists. “Such claims only create 
confusion among the public,” he said.

Wani maintained that while opposition parties 
have the right to question the government, they 
should refrain from misleading people. He reiter-
ated the government’s commitment to retaining 
Urdu within the administrative system.

Questioning the urgency of the issue being 
raised, Wani said attempts to turn it into a contro-
versy were unwarranted and urged the media to 
present the government’s position while reporting.

He added that the government, still early in its 
tenure, requires time to implement its agenda and 
said its performance would ultimately be judged 
by the people during elections.

Referring to past decisions, Wani remarked that 
earlier approaches had long-term implications for 
the region and urged opposition leaders to adopt 
a more constructive stance while raising public 
issues.

Earlier in the day PDP leader Iltija Mufti staged a 
sit-in protest along with party workers in Srinagar 
against the government’s decision to remove Urdu 
as a mandatory qualification for the Tehsildar ex-
amination and revenue services recruitment rules.

Addressing media persons during the protest, 
Iltija Mufti, as strongly criticised the National 
Conference (NC)-led government, accusing it of at-
tacking language, identity and cultural heritage by 
removing Urdu from official recruitment criteria.

She said Urdu is deeply embedded in the re-
gion’s social and administrative framework and 

cannot be separated from its cultural existence.
“We have come here because Urdu is being 

removed. The National Conference has attacked 
Urdu language. Urdu is a part of our faith and cul-
ture. Urdu is a part of our civilisation,” she said.

She alleged that the ruling party was failing on 
governance and public representation, claiming 
that elected representatives were not addressing 
ground issues.

Iltija Mufti said Urdu serves as a unifying lan-
guage across diverse communities in Jammu and 
Kashmir, including Kashmiri, Gujri, Pahari and 
Punjabi speakers and warned that removing it 
from administrative requirements would weaken 
institutional continuity and cultural cohesion.

She alleged that the government’s decision 
aligns with broader political designs and demand-
ed immediate rollback of the order.

HC Issues Decorum
specifically advised advocates to uphold dignity, 

sobriety, and propriety in all professional and so-
cial engagements, especially at events organized 
by Bar Associations.

It also called upon them to refrain from partici-
pating in or promoting any activity deemed unethi-
cal, vulgar, or culturally inappropriate, which could 
undermine the dignity of the legal profession.

Additionally, all Bar Associations within the ju-
risdiction of the High Court have been directed to 
ensure that events conducted under their banner 
reflect the decorum and prestige associated with 
the legal fraternity.

The court warned that any non-compliance 
with these directives may invite appropriate legal 
action.

 “All Bar Associations within the jurisdiction of 
this High Court are also requested to ensure that 
events conducted under their banner uphold the 
decorum and prestige of the institution and the 
profession at all times,” the circular reads, add-
ing, “Non-compliance with the above may invite 
appropriate action in accordance with law. This 
Circular be brought to the notice of all concerned 
for strict compliance.”

Lok Adalat Awards
grounds, inter alia, absence of free consent, ju-

risdictional error, or fraud.”
As per Wani’s plea, the dispute arose from a 

complaint filed under Section 138 NI Act before the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate, Sopore. The complaint 
pertained to two dishonoured cheques each issued 
by Wani in favour of one A H Dar.

Wani had acknowledged the liability during 
proceedings and later agreed to settle the matter 
before a Lok Adalat. As per the settlement, he un-
dertook to pay Rs 3.8 lakh in full and final settle-
ment by March 2025.

However, after failing to honour the agreement, 
execution proceedings were initiated, including 
coercive steps such as issuance of arrest warrants. 
This led Wani to approach the High Court under 
Article 227 of the Constitution of India.

“....it is evident that the impugned Lok Adalat 
Award dated 08.03.2025 has been passed on the 
basis of a settlement arrived at between the par-
ties and duly recorded by the Lok Adalat,” the court 
said, adding, “The award clearly reflects that the 
petitioner/accused undertook to pay an amount 
of  Rs 3,80,000/- to the respondent/complainant 
in full and final settlement of the dispute within a 
stipulated time frame.”

The Court observed that the petitioner had con-
sciously participated in the settlement process and 
derived the benefit of avoiding criminal prosecu-
tion. Therefore, he could not later “approbate and 
reprobate” by challenging the same settlement.

Addressing the argument that the award im-
posed penal consequences including imprison-
ment and payment of double the amount, the 
Court said, statutory limitation of civil decree 
status does not imply that parties are precluded 
from incorporating deterrent or default clauses 
within the terms of their settlement. “A com-
promise may validly include stipulations pro-
viding for enhanced liability upon breach, so as 
to secure performance. Such clauses are neither 
uncommon nor impermissible; rather, they are 
recognised incidents of a binding settlement, 
unless they are shown to be opposed to law.”

The court also underscored the foundational 
principles governing Lok Adalats, cautioning 
against deviations that undermine their purpose 
as alternative dispute resolution forums.

The mechanism, the Court observed, was de-
signed to provide a speedy, cost-effective, and 
amicable resolution of disputes through mutual 
settlement rather than adjudication.

Referring to the National Legal Services 
Authority (Lok Adalats) Regulations, 2009, particu-
larly Rule 13, the Court clarified that members of 
Lok Adalats function only as facilitators and have 
no adjudicatory powers. Any award passed must 
be based solely on voluntary compromise between 
parties, free from coercion or undue influence.

The Court expressed concern over the growing 
trend of parties challenging Lok Adalat awards, 
noting that such practices defeat the very pur-
pose of the system and burden higher courts with 
avoidable litigation.

Highlighting the reasons behind such failures, 
the Court pointed to lapses on both sides. Parties, 
it said, must approach Lok Adalats with bona fide 
intent and cannot be allowed to resile from settle-
ments after consenting to them. Simultaneously, 
members of Lok Adalats must ensure that settle-
ments are voluntary, informed, lawful, and free 
from coercion.

The court further stressed that awards must be 
clear, practical, and enforceable. Inclusion of vague, 
onerous, or impracticable terms, the Court noted, 
often leads to fresh disputes at the enforcement 
stage, thereby defeating the purpose of settlement.

17 Alumni Joined Terrorist Ranks: Div Com On Shopian Seminary Ban  
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Authorities declared 
Darul Uloom Jamia Sirajul 
Uloom an unlawful entity under 
the UAPA after its 17 alumni al-
legedly joined terrorist ranks 
and were later killed in separate 
encounters, a police official said 
on Tuesday.

“As many as 17 former stu-
dents of the institution joined 
terrorist ranks and were later 

killed in separate encounters, 
indicating a consistent pattern 
of indoctrination and recruit-
ment,” said the official, who 
wished to remain anonymous.

On April 24, Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir, Anshul 
Garg, issued a two-page order 
based on a dossier presented by 
Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Shopian, pointing toward the al-
leged illegal activities at Darul 
Uloom Jamia Sirajul Uloom at 

Imam Sahib in Shopian.
According to the Garg order, 

there was “credible input and 
evidence on record to indicated 
sustained and covert linkages 
of the institution with Jamaat-
e-Islami”, which the Centre 
banned in 2019.

The order stated that individ-
uals affiliated with the banned 
outfit had de facto control of 
the institution, including their 
placement in key administrative 

and academic positions.
It said the institution, over 

time, fostered an environment 
conducive to radicalisation, with 
many alumni involved in terror 
activities.

However, Mohammad Shafi 
Lone, chairman of the institute, 
said they had no links with 
Jamaat-e-Islami or any illegal 
outfit.

“We are a law-abiding insti-
tute and have nothing to do with 

the banned Jamaat-e-Islami. 
There are 814 students currently 
enrolled in the school, which is 
affiliated with the Board of School 
Education and Kashmir School 
Federation,” Lone told reporters.

He said the institution had re-
ceived a show-cause notice from 
the authorities last month, and 
duly replied.

“If the authorities still 
have any doubts, they should 
constitute a committee and 

investigate the allegations 
against our institution. If these 
allegations are found true, we 
will support the government 
in whatever action it decides to 
take,” Lone said.

The official said security 
agencies have, over time, gener-
ated adverse reports suggesting 
the institution’s involvement in 
activities prejudicial to the na-
tional security and integrity of 
the state.

“Input further indicated the 
existence of a support environ-
ment that enabled and encour-
aged unlawful and anti-national 
activities. Many close relatives 
of slain terrorists are holding 
key positions in the Jamia Sirajul 
Uloom,” he added.

The official said to evade legal 
action, members of the banned 
Jamaat-e-Islami were operating 
through proxies and covertly 
running their agenda.
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RTI Says PDP Appointed No 
Authorized Agents in Rajya Sabha 
Polls in J&K
SRINAGAR: An RTI reply citing information from the Election 
Commission of India has stated that the Peoples Democratic 
Party did not appoint any authorized agents during the Rajya 
Sabha elections in Jammu and Kashmir to verify or confirm 
whom its MLAs voted for.

The response was provided to a query seeking details on 
whether the party had deputed authorized representatives 
to monitor and confirm voting by its legislators during the 
election process. According to the reply, no such agents were 
appointed by the PDP, and consequently, no verification or 
confirmation was carried out regarding the voting pattern of 
its MLAs in the Rajya Sabha elections.

The RTI response further clarified that the information was 
based on inputs provided by the Election Commission of India.

According to KNT, the disclosure assumes significance amid 
ongoing political debate in Jammu and Kashmir over alleged 
cross-voting during the Rajya Sabha polls, with parties trad-
ing claims over which legislators supported candidates across 
party lines. (Observer News Sercvice)

Doda MLA Urges Educated 
Citizens to Join Politics
DODA: Mehraj Malik, MLA Doda East, released after spending 
eight months in jail, on Tuesday, called upon educated citi-
zens to step out of their homes and actively participate in the 
electoral process, asserting that their involvement is crucial to 
shaping the future of the region’s youth.

Addressing reporters, the legislator said that the participa-
tion of the “intelligentsia” in politics is essential, as they pos-
sess the capacity to influence meaningful change. He linked the 
growing issue of drug addiction among youth to rising unem-
ployment, arguing that a lack of job opportunities has created 
conditions that push young people toward substance abuse.

The MLA criticized the functioning of the elected govern-
ment, stating that it lacks a clear policy direction. He ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the legislative assembly, saying 
the current system discourages individuals who enter politics 
with the intention of serving the public.

Highlighting concerns over the justice system, the legislator 
said that thousands of individuals are languishing in jails with-
out adequate awareness of their court hearing dates. He add-
ed that in several cases, family members are unable to meet 
detainees, raising questions about access and transparency.

Mehraj Malik further said that common people who at-
tempt to enter politics encounter a vastly different environ-
ment, where efforts to bring change are often resisted or ob-
structed. He urged citizens to stand up and collectively fight 
for the rights of the people. (Observer News Service)

Kulgam Road Accident: Schoolgirl 
Dies at SKIMS
QAZIGUND: A minor girl injured in a road accident in the Qazi-
gund area of south Kashmir’s Kulgam district has succumbed 
to her injuries at SKIMS Soura, officials said on Tuesday.

The deceased has been identified as Fatima Jan, daughter 
of Mohammad Altaf Parray, a resident of Shampora Qazi-
gund. She was critically injured after an i20 car hit three school 
students on the Kulbagh–Qazi Mohalla Link Road on Monday 
afternoon.

The incident, which initially left three girls injured, turned 
fatal after Fatima Jan failed to recover from her injuries at the 
Srinagar-based tertiary care hospital.

The two other injured students, Tahmeena Jan and Aliya 
Jan, are undergoing treatment and have sustained minor in-

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER LIDDER FOREST DIVISION BIJBEHARA.
Office Address: Forest Complex Near Padshahibagh Bijbehara  | Tele/fax: 01932-234287  |  email-id: dfolidderbij@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
e - NIT No: - 01 of 2025-27 DATE: 25-04-2025

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble President of India, e-tenders in two cover system are hereby invited from contractors registered with J&K Forest 
Department/FDC for extraction/supply of firewood for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026 as detailed below: -

S.NO NAME OF WORK ADVT. COST 
(RS. IN LACS)

CLASS OF 
CONTRACTOR

EARNEST MON-
EY DEPOSIT

COST OF TEN-
DER DOCUMENT

TIME OF 
COMPLETION

1

Extraction / conversion of firewood from various com-
partments of Lidder Forest Division Bijbehara and Car-
riage/ transportation of splitted firewood from P.L.P of 
compartments to base camp Chandanwari/ Pahalgam 
through trucks/ ponies including loading at P.L.P and 
un-loading at Pahalgam / Chandanwari, weighment 
at Chandanwari and also chopping of kharies at base 
camp into small pieces of 2’ length including staking 
and weighment for further supply to hill stations viz; 
Pissu top, Zajipal, Sheshnag, M.G.Top and Poshpathri.

44.62

“A” & “B” 
Class Deptt./ 

FDC Con-
tractor

Rs. 89240/- Rs. 1100/- 90 Days

Note:- Time of completion is very essential in view of National importance of the religious pilgrimage.
The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bills of quantities (B.O.Q), (Tender documents) set of Terms & Conditions 
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from Website:- www.jktenders.gov.in.
Position of Funds: Demanded.
Position of AA/TS: Accorded.
Receiving / Opening Authority: Tender Opening Committee
Publishing Date 28-04-2026 2:00 PM
Download Start Date 28-04-2026 from 02:00 PM
Bid submission Start Date 28-04-2026 from 02:00 PM
Bid submission End Date 11-05-2026 Up to 06:00 PM
Date of Opening of Technical Bid Online 12-05-2026 at 12:00 PM in the Office of the Conservator of Forests Kashmir South Circle Bijbehara Anantnag.
Date of Opening of Financial Bid Online To be opened (Online) at any convenient date & time after complete Evaluation of Technical Bids Received.

1. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in 
2. The date for opening of Technical & Financial bids online shall be opened as per time schedule mentioned above. 
3. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown against 

the work above to be deposited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406010000000000-Forestry and Bid Security Deposit in shape of 
CDR pledged to Divisional Forest Officer Lidder Forest Division. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of 
opening of bids. 

4. As per rule 171 of GFR-2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by successful bidder in accordance to the circular No. 
FD.Code/441/2021-22-158 dated 08/08/2025. 

5. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website 
jktenders.gov.in 

6. To participate in bidding process bidders, have to get Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act. Bidders can get 
Digital Certificate from approved vendor. 

7. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No Technical or financial bid will be 
accepted in physical/hard form. 

8. Bidders must ensure to upload attested copies of all valid necessary documents, viz Registration Card issued by Forest department, income tax 
return for last 03 years, Latest GST return, PAN No, /GST/TIN No, NOC from Divisional Forest Officer Lidder Forest Division Bijbehara, Divisional 
Forest Officer Anantnag Forest Division Anantnag that the Contractor is not defaulter/Blacklisted, Treasury receipt/Challan (cost of Tender 
Document) and Bid Security Deposit in shape of CDR. No affidavit will be entertained for requisite documents. All the tender documents shall 
be uploaded in PDF format at a resolution of not less than 300 DPI, in case the documents uploaded by the bidder are not legible, his/her bid 
shall stand cancelled ab-initio. 

9. The successful bidder has to produce Valid labour Registration Certificate issued by Labour Department after issuance of award of contract. 
10. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in online submission of the bid due to any reason (technical or otherwise). 
11. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being adopted by the Directorate of Information regarding 

publishing the NIT, in any of the newspaper under circulation. 
12. The tender accepting Authority however reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof. 
13. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double leaf) and as per the detailed document. 
14. Other conditions as envisaged under manual for procurement of work-2025 shall apply Mutatis Mutandis. 
No:- DFO/Lidder/2026-27/Accts/01-08 Sd/- 
Dated:- 25/04/2026 DFO, Lidder Forest Division

DIPK-846-26
DT: 28/04/2026

Authorities Review Amarnath 
Yatra Arrangements
Observer News Service

JAMMU: Authorities on Tuesday re-
viewed arrangements for the forth-
coming Amarnath Yatra at a high-
level meeting and set June 10 as the 
deadline for completion of all works, 
including the facelift of the Bhagwati 
Nagar base camp in Jammu.

The 57-day pilgrimage will com-
mence on July 3 from the twin routes 
-- the traditional 48-km Nunwan-Pa-
halgam track in Anantnag district and 
the 14-km shorter but steep Baltal 
route in Ganderbal district -- and con-
clude on August 28 on the occasion of 
Raksha Bandhan.

Divisional Commissioner Jammu 
Ramesh Kumar and Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Jammu Bhim Sen Tuti 
chaired the meeting and reviewed 
preparations, including the action 
plan for setting up registration coun-
ters in Jammu and RFID centres at 
Lakhanpur, Bhagwati Nagar and other 
lodgement centres, officials said.

Officials informed the meeting that 
token centres for on-the-spot and Tat-
kal registration would be set up at the 
Tawi riverfront to ease congestion and 
traffic issues near the railway station.

The Divisional Commissioner di-
rected that all works be completed 
by June 10, including whitewashing, 
setting up stalls for bus ticket book-
ing, langars, cloakroom facilities, and 
arrangements for accommodation, 
washrooms, power supply and light-
ing inside and outside the Bhagwati 
Nagar camp, they said.

He also asked departments to en-

sure proper drinking water supply, 
sanitation and langar facilities at the 
token centre venue.

Officials said tenders had been 
floated for repair and renovation 
works at Bhagwati Nagar, the base 
camp from where Yatra convoys leave 
under security escort for Pahalgam 
and Baltal.

Directions were also issued for set-
ting up a convenience store by the 
Cooperative Department, provision 
of prepaid SIM cards and installation 
of German hangars for pilgrims at the 
camp, they added.

The Divisional Commissioner di-
rected the Fire and Emergency Servic-
es Department to conduct a thorough 
fire safety audit, while the Public 
Works Department was asked to un-
dertake blacktopping of roads inside 
and around the camp.

The Power Development Depart-
ment was instructed to ensure proper 
illumination and backup generator 
sets for an uninterrupted power sup-
ply, they said.

He also reviewed arrangements 
at the lodgement centres in Kathua, 
Samba, Udhampur and Ramban dis-
tricts. Deputy commissioners were 
asked to ensure civic amenities such 
as power, water, langars and CCTV 
cameras at the centres.

The IGP Jammu reviewed the de-
ployment plan for security forces and 
stressed proper lighting at each lodg-
ing centre and adherence to Yatra cut-
off timings.

All departments were also asked to 
appoint nodal officers to remain avail-
able in the control room to be set up at 
Bhagwati Nagar for smooth coordina-
tion during the Yatra, officials added.

Union Minister Goyal Dedicates Intellectual 
Property Day to Sports Innovation
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Dedicating 
World Intellectual Prop-
erty Day to the intersection 
of sports, innovation and 
youth opportunity, Union 
Minister for Commerce 
and Industry Piyush Goyal 
on Tuesday announced a 
major policy push aimed 
at strengthening India’s 
sports innovation ecosys-
tem, while placing special 
emphasis on Jammu and 
Kashmir’s emerging sport-
ing and craftsmanship 
identity.

Addressing the event 
themed IP and Sports: 
Ready, Set, Innovate! in 
New Delhi, Goyal, as re-
ported by KNO announced 
that all intellectual prop-
erty registrations related 
to sports, including trade-
marks, copyrights, patents, 
designs, traditional knowl-
edge and geographical in-
dications will be exempt 
from fees for three years 
with immediate effect.

He said the move is a 
“special drive” to acceler-
ate innovation in the sports 
sector and directed that an 
official notification be is-
sued without delay.

The minister also said 
the government will ex-
tend facilitation support 
under existing schemes to 
assist innovators, students, 
artisans and stakeholders 
in securing IP rights and 
easing their entry into the 
IP ecosystem.

J&K Ranji Team Felici-
tated; Historic Win High-
lighted

In the valedictory ses-
sion, Goyal felicitated the 
Jammu and Kashmir Ranji 
Trophy team for their 
breakthrough performance, 
particularly their landmark 
victory over eight-time 

champions Karnataka.
The achievement, he 

said, came after a long gap 
of 67 years and stands as a 
“moment of pride” for J&K 
cricket and an inspiration 
for young athletes across 
the region.

He noted that the devel-
opment reflects sustained 
government efforts to ex-
pand sports infrastructure, 
tourism and industrial op-
portunities in Jammu and 
Kashmir, enabling greater 
youth participation in di-
verse fields, including pro-
fessional sports. 

GI Willow Bat Called 
Symbol Of J&K Craftsman-
ship

During the programme, 
the minister received a 
GI-tagged Kashmir willow 
cricket bat as a warm ges-
ture from the J&K team, 
which he later acknowl-
edged on social media.

Goyal described the 
bat as a powerful symbol 
of India’s craftsmanship 
and intellectual property 
strength, stating that it is 
among the most prominent 
sports-related products to 
receive a Geographical In-
dication tag. He urged its 

wider global promotion 
and emphasised strength-
ening its manufacturing 
base within Jammu and 
Kashmir to boost visibility 
in international markets.

Push For Sports Manu-
facturing Hubs And J&K 
Ecosystem

The minister called 
for developing dedicated 
sports manufacturing 
clusters in regions such as 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Meerut, highlighting their 
potential to emerge as key 
hubs for sports goods pro-
duction.

He stressed the need to 
scale up domestic manu-
facturing of equipment, 
including bats, balls, hock-
ey gear, training aids and 
fitness equipment, saying 
this would strengthen in-
digenous value chains and 
generate employment.

Focusing on Jammu and 
Kashmir, he underlined 
the opportunity to build 
specialised manufacturing 
ecosystems that can sup-
port local livelihoods while 
positioning the region in 
national and global sports 
markets.

Goyal further urged in-

novators and students to 
convert ideas into intellec-
tual property at an early 
stage, stressing the impor-
tance of ownership and val-
ue creation. He reiterated 
the government’s guiding 
vision of innovate, patent, 
produce and prosper, not-
ing that India’s expanding 
free trade network is open-
ing new opportunities for 
creators and manufactur-
ers.

The minister also men-
tioned d the India–New 
Zealand Free Trade Agree-
ment and recalled 100 
years of sporting ties be-
tween the two countries. 
He highlighted the growing 
economic scale of sports, 
including rising valuations 
of franchise cricket teams 
and expanding sports 
viewership in India.

Goyaal aso referred to 
India’s ambitions to host 
the 2036 Olympic Games 
and the inclusion of crick-
et in the Olympics, urg-
ing greater participation 
of youth from Jammu and 
Kashmir in global sporting 
platforms.

Referring to Sports Pol-
icy 2025, he emphasised 
strengthening school-level 
sports, expanding infra-
structure, and ensuring 
equal opportunities nation-
wide. He cited initiatives 
such as sports academies 
for tribal talent and urged 
greater use of CSR funds 
for sports infrastructure, 
including open gyms and 
rural outreach.

Notably, the event also 
saw the launch of the 
Viksit Bharat Digital Ma-
trix 2026, Design Hack-
athon, organised by DPIIT 
in collaboration with IIT 
Delhi, focusing on smart 
wearable technology and 
IP-driven innovation.

Delhi HC Grants One-Week Interim Bail to 
Engineer Rashid to Visit Ailing Father

4-Year-Old Pulwama Boy 
Feared Drowned In Shopian

Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday granted one-week interim 
bail to jailed Lok Sabha member from 
Jammu and Kashmir, Sheikh Abdul 
Rashid, popularly known as Engineer 
Rashid, to enable him to visit his ail-
ing father.

A bench comprising Justices Prat-
hiba M Singh and Madhu Jain directed 
that during the interim bail period, 
Rashid may either stay at his resi-
dence or visit the hospital where his 
father is undergoing treatment.

The court, however, imposed strict 
conditions, stating that two police 
personnel in plain clothes will accom-
pany him at all times. It further clari-
fied that Rashid will not bear the ex-

penses of the accompanying officers.
The bench also directed that no 

“undue visitors” shall be allowed dur-
ing the interim bail period, restrict-
ing interactions to immediate family 
members only.

The relief came while the court was 
hearing Rashid’s appeal challenging 
an April 24 order of a trial court which 
had declined to grant him interim bail 

for the same purpose.
Rashid, the Member of Parliament 

from Baramulla who defeated Omar 
Abdullah in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, is currently facing trial in a 
terror funding case. Investigating 
agencies have alleged that he fund-
ed separatist activities and militant 
groups in Jammu and Kashmir.

He has been lodged in Delhi’s Tihar 
Jail since 2019 following his arrest by 
the National Investigation Agency in 
connection with a 2017 terror-fund-
ing case.

Earlier, a Delhi court had dismissed 
his plea seeking interim bail to visit 
his father. However, Rashid was al-
lowed to attend the Budget Session of 
Parliament from January 28 this year 
after being granted custody parole.

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: A four-year-old 
boy from Pulwama is feared 
to have drowned after slip-
ping into a fast-flowing 
stream near Dubjan Bridge 
in south Kashmir’s Shopian 
district, with an extensive 
search operation entering 
its third day on Tuesday.The 
child, identified as Moham-
mad Hanzala, a resident of 
Tiken area in Pulwama, re-
portedly fell into the Ram-
biara stream on Sunday and 
was swept away by strong 
currents, triggering panic 
and grief among locals.Of-
ficials said multiple agen-
cies, including the Army, 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
the State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF) and teams 
from the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), 
launched a coordinated 
rescue operation soon af-
ter the incident.Search 
Intensified Across Stream 
StretchRescue teams have 
been combing the stream 
and adjoining areas con-
tinuously, navigating dif-
ficult terrain and strong 
water flow. Despite sus-
tained efforts over the past 
two days, the child remains 
untraced.An SDRF official 
said specialised equip-
ment and additional man-

power have been deployed 
to scan deeper sections of 
the nallah in a bid to locate 
the body.Officials, Lead-
ers Visit SiteSenior offi-
cials, including the Deputy 
Commissioner and Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Shopian, visited Dub-
jan to review the ongoing 
operation. Several political 
leaders, including MLA Pul-
wama Waheed Para, also 
reached the site and urged 
authorities to expedite 
the search.Para appealed 
to Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha to extend sup-
port to the grieving family, 
describing the incident as 
deeply distressing.Expert 
Divers, Locals Join Efforts-
To strengthen the opera-
tion, experienced civilian 
body retrievers, includ-
ing experts from outside 
districts, have been roped 
in to assist in the search. 
Local residents have also 
joined teams, combing riv-
erbanks and nearby areas.
Authorities said the op-
eration will continue until 
the child is located, while 
urging the public to coop-
erate as teams work under 
challenging conditions.The 
incident has cast a pall of 
gloom over the region, with 
widespread prayers for the 
recovery of the minor.

Budgam Police Seal Five 
Pharmacies in Narbal
Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Police in central 
Kashmir’s Budgam district 
have sealed five medical 
shops in the Narbal area dur-
ing a joint inspection drive 
aimed at curbing the misuse 
of pharmaceutical drugs and 
ensuring compliance with 
regulatory norms.

The action was carried out 
as part of an ongoing anti-
drug enforcement campaign, 
with joint teams comprising 
officers from multiple police 
units and officials from the 
Drug Control Department 
conducting inspections across 
various locations, including 
remote areas of the district.

During the drive, officials 
scrutinized stock registers, 
sale and purchase records, 
valid licenses, and other man-

datory documentation main-
tained by pharmacy owners.

Authorities said five medi-
cal shops in Narbal were 
sealed by the Drug Inspector 
in the presence of the Incharge 
Police Post Narbal for alleged 
violations, including failure 
to install CCTV cameras and 
non-compliance with other 
regulatory requirements.

The inspections were 
aimed at identifying irregu-
larities and preventing the il-
legal sale and misuse of medi-
cines, particularly controlled 
and prescription drugs, which 
are often linked to substance 
abuse among youth.

Officials directed all phar-
macy operators to strictly 
adhere to prescribed norms 
and maintain proper docu-
mentation in line with legal 
requirements.
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UAE Says It Will Leave 
OPEC In Blow To Oil Cartel

India Brings Int'l Drug Trafficker Salim Dola From Turkiye

Pak Army Targets Afghan 
Taliban Posts

Petrol, Diesel To Get Expensive 
After April 29: Rahul

AP 

DUBAI: The United Arab 
Emirates said Tuesday it 
will leave OPEC effective 
May 1, stripping the oil car-
tel of one of its largest pro-
ducers and further weaken-
ing its leverage over global 
oil supplies and prices.

The UAE's decision had 
been rumoured as a pos-
sibility for some time, as it 
pushed back in recent years 
against OPEC production 
quotas it felt had been too 
low — meaning it wasn't 
able to sell as much oil to 
the world as it had wanted.

“Having invested heav-
ily in expanding energy pro-
duction capacity in recent 
years, the bigger picture 
is that the UAE has been 
itching to pump more oil,” 
Capital Economics wrote in 
an analysis. “The ties bind-
ing OPEC members together 
have loosened,” it said, par-
ticularly after Qatar with-
drew from the cartel in 2019.

Regional politics are also 
likely at play. The UAE has 
had increasingly frosty re-
lations with Saudi Arabia, 
OPEC's largest producer, 
over political and economic 
matters in the Mideast, even 
after both came under attack 
by fellow OPEC member Iran 
during the war.

The UAE's withdrawal 
from OPEC won't necessarily 
have any immediate effects 
in markets. That's because 
world oil supplies are sharp-
ly constrained by the war in 
Iran, which has closed off 
the Strait of Hormuz, a wa-
terway through which one-
fifth of global oil supplies — 
including much of the UAE's 
— is transported.

On Tuesday, Brent crude, 
the international bench-
mark, traded above $111 a 
barrel, or more than 50% 
above its prewar price.

OPEC's market power 
had already been waning in 
recent years as the United 
States ramped up its pro-
duction of crude oil. Saudi 

Arabia had been pumping 
over 10 million barrels of oil 
a day before the war. The US 
pumps more than 13 million 
barrels a day. US President 
Donald Trump has been a 
steady critic of the cartel 
during his two terms in the 
White House.

The UAE, which joined 
OPEC through its emirate of 
Abu Dhabi in 1967, had been 
producing around 3.4 mil-
lion barrels of crude a day 
just before the US-Israeli war 
with Iran began on Feb 28. 
Analysts say it has capacity 
to produce roughly 5 million 
barrels a day.

In its announcement on 
Tuesday, made via its state-
run WAM news agency, the 
UAE said it also would leave 
the wider OPEC+ group, 
which Russia had led to try 
to stabilise oil prices.

“This decision reflects the 
UAE's long-term strategic 
and economic vision and 
evolving energy profile, in-
cluding accelerated invest-
ment in domestic energy 
production,” the UAE said, 
adding that it would bring 
"additional production to 
market in a gradual and 
measured manner, aligned 
with demand and market 
conditions.”

The UAE's withdrawal re-
moves one of OPEC's few mem-
bers with the ability to quickly 
increase production, said Jorge 
Leon, head of geopolitical anal-
ysis at Rystad Energy.

“A structurally weaker 
OPEC, with less spare capac-
ity concentrated within the 
group, will find it increas-

ingly difficult to calibrate 
supply and stabilise prices," 
he said.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
increasingly have competed 
over economic issues and re-
gional politics, particularly 
in the Red Sea area.

The two countries had 
jointly fought against Ye-
men's Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels in 2015. However, that 
coalition broke down into 
recriminations in late De-
cember, when Saudi Arabia 
bombed what it described 
as a weapons shipment 
bound for Yemeni separat-
ists backed by the UAE.

As tensions rose in recent 
months, Saudi broadcasters 
long based in Dubai, the eco-
nomic hub of the UAE, have 
pulled back to the kingdom.

“This exit of OPEC fits into 
the UAE need for flexibility 
with key energy consumers 
as well -- including a future 
relationship with China and 
a more competitive relation-
ship with Saudi Arabia," said 
Karen Young, a senior re-
search scholar at Columbia 
University's Center on Global 
Energy Policy.

The UAE hosted the Unit-
ed Nations COP28 climate 
talks in 2023, a conference 
that ended for the first time 
with a pledge by nearly 200 
countries to move away 
from planet-warming fos-
sil fuels. But the UAE still 
plans to increase its produc-
tion capacity in the coming 
years, even as it pursues 
more clean energy at home, 
a move decried by climate 
activists.

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: In a major breakthrough, 
the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 
on Tuesday secured the return of 
notorious international drug traf-
ficker Mohammad Salim Dola from 
Turkiye, Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah announced here.

Dola (59), a "close aide" of inter-
national terrorist Dawood Ibrahim, 
was arrested in Turkiye on the basis 
of an Interpol Red Notice issued on 
India's request in March 2024, offi-
cials said.

He was wanted in multiple nar-
cotics trafficking cases in India and 
had been absconding from the law 
enforcement agencies. Over the 
years, Dola had allegedly estab-
lished a major transnational drug 
trafficking syndicate across a num-
ber of countries in the Middle East, 
Africa and Europe, they said.

Stressing on zero tolerance against 
the narco syndicate, the Union home 
minister said on X, "Under Modi 
government's mission to ruthlessly 
smash drug cartels, our anti-nar-
cotics agencies have extended their 

claws across borders through a ro-
bust network of global agencies."

"Now, no matter where they 
hide, no place is safe for drug king-
pins," Shah said.

In a statement, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs said Dola was brought 
from Turkiye under "Operation 
Global-Hunt".

He was taken into custody on his 
arrival at IGI Airport, New Delhi, 
early this morning by the NCB. The 
federal anti-narcotics agency brief-
ly questioned him too, it said.

"Fugitive Salim Ismail Dola had 
been hiding in Turkiye for the last 
two years. The NCB had issued an 

Interpol Red Notice against him in 
2024.

"We will produce him before a 
Delhi court seeking his transit re-
mand for Mumbai where he will 
again be produced before a compe-
tent court for custody," Niraj Kumar 
Gupta, NCB Deputy Director Gener-
al (operations), told reporters here.

The officer said Dola had created 
a drug network over the last 20 
years in the Middle East, Africa and 
Europe.

Gupta said he was wanted by the 
NCB, Maharashtra Police, Gujarat 
ATS and the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI).

Dola, born on December 31, 1966, 
speaks Hindi and Marathi. He faces 
multiple charges under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
Act, according to the Interpol Red 
Notice database.

A Red Notice is Interpol's request 
to law enforcement agencies world-
wide to locate and provisionally ar-
rest a person pending extradition, 
surrender, or similar legal action.

"The successful return of Salim 
Dola, under the leadership of the 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
and guidance of Union Home Min-
ister Shri Amit Shah, reflects the 
firm resolve of the Government 
to bring all narcotics fugitives and 
members of organised crime syn-
dicates to justice, by pursuing them 
relentlessly across the globe," the 
home ministry said.

His two-decade-long criminal 
antecedents include direct involve-
ment in cases involving multiple 
high-value seizures of heroin, cha-
ras, mephedrone, mandrax and 
methamphetamine in Maharashtra 
and Gujarat, it said.

Earlier, his son Tahil Salim Dola 
and other associates were arrested 
by Mumbai police after deportation/
extradition from the UAE in 2025.

Dola's role consistently emerged 
as that of a bulk supplier to down-
stream distribution networks in 
India, and it was also sought by ATS 
Gujarat and the Mumbai Police.

This effort exemplifies close co-
operation and coordinated action 
between the authorities in Turkiye, 
Interpol and Indian agencies, the 
ministry said.

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday warned that the 
prices of petrol and diesel will be 
increased after the assembly elec-
tions conclude on April 29.

He also attacked the government 
for allegedly profiteering from low 
global crude oil prices and said it 
will now put burden on the public 
as the prices are rising.

"Election relief over, inflation's 
heat is on its way! After April 29th, 
watch out - petrol, diesel, every-
thing will get expensive.

"When (crude) oil was cheap, the 
Modi government pocketed the 
profits. Now that it's expensive, it'll 
dump the burden on you," Gandhi 
said in a post in Hindi on X.

"A government that loots when 
it's cheap - leaving the public to bear 
the brunt of inflation," he alleged. 
The second phase of polling in West 
Bengal will be held on April 29.

Assembly polls in Kerala, Assam, 
Puducherry and Tamil Nadu are al-
ready over and the results will be 
out on May 4.

Global oil prices are on the rise 
due to the West Asia war. Israel 
and the United States attacked Iran 
on February 28 and since then the 
global oil supply chain has been 
disrupted due to the closure of 
Strait of Hormuz.

The government has no plans 
to raise petrol and diesel prices, a 
senior official said on Tuesday, dis-
missing speculation of a hike after 
polling in West Bengal ends on 
April 29.

Retail petrol and diesel prices 
have remained unchanged for a 
record fourth year, even as conflict 
in West Asia has pushed crude oil 
costs up more than 50 per cent over 
the past two months.

The widening gap between in-
put costs and pump prices has left 
state-run fuel retailers incurring 
heavy losses - with some estimates 
pegging daily loss at about Rs 2,400 
crore - fuelling speculation of an 
imminent price hike after politi-
cally charged assembly elections in 
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Assam, 
Kerala and Puducherry conclude on 
Wednesday.

Press Trust of India

Islamabad: Pakistan on Tuesday re-
sponded to alleged unprovoked ag-
gression by the Afghan Taliban and 
attacks by the TTP along the border, 
according to a media report.

The reported clashes came after 
a pause in Operation Ghazab Lil 
Haq, launched by Pakistan on Feb 
26 in response to attacks on bor-
der posts by the Afghan Taliban.

Citing security sources, The 
Express Tribune newspaper re-
ported that Afghan Taliban and 
"Fitna al-Khawarij" were targeted 
in the retaliatory fire by the Paki-
stan Army.

The term “Fitna al-Khawarij” 
is used by the state for militants 
belonging to the banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

"The Pakistan Army, in the Cha-
man sector, effectively targeted 
and destroyed multiple Afghan 
Taliban posts," the sources said.

"Afghan Taliban positions at 
Sarshan, Al-Marjan, Edhi Post, 
a vehicle and other installations 
were also successfully targeted," 

they added.
The sources said Operation 

Ghazab Lil Haq would continue 
until all assigned objectives are 
achieved.

On April 15, three civilians, in-
cluding two children, were killed 
and three others injured in al-
leged shelling by Afghan Taliban 
forces in a border area of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa's Bajaur district, ac-
cording to state media. The inci-
dent marked a renewed episode of 
cross-border tensions after a gap of 
over a month following the launch 
of Operation Ghazab Lil Haq.

Pakistan and Afghanistan have 
witnessed intermittent hostilities 
along the frontier, which intensi-
fied after reported Afghan action 
in response to Pakistani airstrikes 
targeting militant positions.

The tensions briefly eased dur-
ing a ceasefire on Eid-ul-Fitr on 
March 21.

The escalation follows a series of 
tit-for-tat actions over the past year. 
Pakistan has maintained that TTP 
leaders operate from Afghan terri-
tory, an allegation denied by Kabul.


