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DON'T MAKE IAS/JKAS A 5 YEAR PLAN...
New Batch’s commencing on

25 November 2025

FOR IAS/JKAS/11 /12th/NEET/JEEth

RATHER START EARLY AFTER CLASS 12TH
Join EXCEPTIONAL’S 03 Year Foundation Course

Hello, Kashmir 

Register Now

Budgam, 
Nagrota Set For 
By-polls Today
27 Candidates In Fray 
Across Two Constituencies

Nov 11 Paid Holiday For Polls

The Jammu and Kashmir government has announced that 
November 11, 2025 (Tuesday) will be observed as a paid 
holiday in connection with the bye-elections to Assembly 

Constituencies 27-Budgam and 77-Nagrota.
The decision has been taken under Section 135B of the 
Representation of Peoples Act, 1951, as per Government Order 
No. 1355-JK(GAD) of 2025, issued by the | More on P6

Traffic Plan 
In Place For 
Budgam

8 Dead, Dozens Injured In 

Delhi Red Fort Blast

India On High Alert; Security 

Tightened Across States

PM, Shah 
Review 
Situation

'WHITE COLLAR' 
TERROR BUST

2 Kashmiri 
Doctors Held In 
Faridabad
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: In a major counter-
terror operation, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Haryana Police 
have recovered around 360 ki-
lograms of suspected ammo-
nium nitrate, arms, and elec-
tronic equipment from a rented 
house in Faridabad, following 
the arrest of two Kashmiri doc-
tors allegedly linked to a terror 
module associated with Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) and Ansar 
Ghazwat-ul-Hind (AGuH).

The seizure came after the 
interrogation of Dr Adil Ahmad 
Rather, arrested earlier by J&K 
Police from Saharanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, for allegedly pasting JeM 
posters in Srinagar on October 
27. Based on his disclosures, po-
lice identified and arrested Dr 
Muzammil Shakeel, a faculty 
member at Al-Falah University, 
who hails from Kashmir.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Faridabad Police 
Commissioner Satender Kumar 
Gupta said that teams from 
Haryana and J&K Police joint-
ly conducted the operation. 
“During follow-up raids, 360 kg 
of | More on P6

JKP Seeks Bail 

Cancellation Of 33 

UAPA Accused
Firdos Ali

Srinagar: In a major legal push to curb the 
misuse of judicial relief by individuals facing 
terror-related charges, Jammu and Kashmir 
Police have moved to cancel bail for at least 
33 accused booked under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) across 
Sopore, Anantnag, and Shopian districts. 
Officials said the accused were found violat-
ing bail conditions and allegedly re-engag-
ing in activities detrimental to public order 
and security.

In Sopore, police identified 11 individuals 
booked under UAPA who had been granted 
bail by the court but were later found flout-
ing bail conditions. After verification of their 
post-bail conduct, police said the violations 
were “established beyond doubt”, prompting 
the initiation of formal applications for bail 
cancellation before the competent court.

A senior police officer said the move was 
aimed at ensuring that “judicial concessions 
are not exploited by | More on P6

Valley-Wide Raids As 
Police Target Terror Links
Observer News Service

In a series of coordinated operations 
across multiple districts, Jammu 
and Kashmir Police have launched a 

valley-wide crackdown on terror networks 
and anti-national elements, conducting 
simultaneous cordon and search opera-
tions (CASOs) in Anantnag, Pulwama, 
Awantipora, Shopian, and Baramulla.

The intensified drive, | More on P6

India Will Lead Deep-Tech 

Ventures Of The World: LG

Says Cutting-Edge Technologies Like 

AI to Drive Future Development
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Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: All arrangements 
have been put in place for the 
much-anticipated by-elections 
in the Budgam and Nagrota 
Assembly constituencies, 
scheduled to be held tomor-
row, November 11. The count-
ing of votes will take place on 
November 14, officials said.

A total of 27 candidates — 17 
in Budgam and 10 in Nagrota 
— are contesting in what 
are being seen as politically 

significant by-polls likely to 
shape the balance of power in 
both the central and Jammu 
regions of the Union Territory.

 The by-elections were ne-
cessitated after Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah vacated the 
Budgam seat, choosing to 
retain Ganderbal following 
his dual victory in the 2024 
Assembly polls, and following 
the passing of senior BJP leader 
Devender Singh Rana, who rep-
resented Nagrota.

Intense Contest | More on P6

In view of the upcoming bye-elec-
tions for the 27-Budgam Assembly 
Constituency, the Traffic Police Rural 

Kashmir has issued a comprehensive 
traffic advisory to facilitate | More on P6

From Downtown To Delhi, Faiyaz Dilbar’s 

Life Was A Story In Verse

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: A high-intensity 
explosion ripped through a 
slow-moving car at a traffic 
signal near the Red Fort metro 
station on Monday evening, 
killing at least eight people 

and gutting several vehicles, 
officials said.

Twenty-four people were 
injured in the blast that took 
place on a busy evening when 
the area was milling with peo-
ple. The injured were taken to 
the LNJP | More on P6

Union Home Minister Amit Shah spoke to 
the Delhi police chief and the director of 
the Intelligence Bureau to take stock of the 

situation following a blast near the Red Fort that 
has so far claimed eight lives, sources said. Shah 

also directed the chiefs of the National Security 
Guard (NSG), National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
and forensic sciences to send expert teams to the 
blast site to assist the probe and collect evidence.
The home minister spoke to the | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: A nationwide 
high alert was sounded 
on Monday evening after 
a deadly explosion near 
the Red Fort metro sta-
tion in New Delhi killed 
at least eight people and 
left 24 others injured, 
prompting states across 
India to tighten security 
and increase vigil at vital 
installations, metro sta-
tions, and public places.

A high-intensity blast 
ripped through a parked 
car near Gate No. 1 of 

the Red Fort metro sta-
tion around 6:30 pm, 
gutting several vehicles 
and sending shockwaves 
across the national 
capital. Ten fire tenders 
rushed to the spot, and 
the fire was brought un-
der control by 7:30 pm. 
Police cordoned off the 
area as NSG and NIA 
teams, along with foren-
sic experts, began collect-
ing samples from the site.

Authorities described 
the blast as “massive,” 
with eyewitnesses re-
counting | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Saturday said that India is 
emerging as a global leader 
in technological innovation 
and will soon lead the world 
in deep-tech ventures, pow-
ered by advances in artificial 
intelligence (AI), automa-
tion, and other cutting-edge 
technologies.

Addressing the annual 
convocation of the Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Bhilai in Chhattisgarh, the 

Lieutenant Governor urged 
young engineers and scien-
tists to focus on transform-
ing scientific principles into 
real-world solutions that can 
drive industries 

From newsroom desks 

to theatre stages, Faiyaz 

Dilbar turned words into 

windows on Kashmir.

Fiza Masoodi

Srinagar: When the light faded over 
Srinagar on Sunday evening, a famil-
iar voice fell silent.

Faiyaz Dilbar, poet and playwright, 
died at Sheerin Bagh hospital after 
weeks of illness. He had been unwell 
with a lung condition, and a heart 
attack brought his life to a close. He 
was sixty-eight.

By morning, the road to Harwan 
filled with mourners carrying him 
to his final rest, beneath chinars 

burnished by autumn and memory.
In Srinagar, a city shaped by poetry 

and print, Faiyaz Dilbar’s name was 
spoken with respect.

He came from Maharaj Gunj, one 

of the city’s oldest neighbourhoods, 
where Urdu newspapers were once 
printed by hand and verse was part of 
daily life.

He began young, with the Srinagar 
Times, his pen guided by both curios-
ity and conviction.

In the early 1980s, he and fellow 
journalist Imdad Saqi founded the 
Kashmir News Bureau, KNB, from 
a modest room in Madina Chowk. 
It became a hub for restless young 
reporters and visiting national cor-
respondents who wanted to under-
stand the valley’s pulse.

Veteran journalist Yusuf Jameel 
still remembers walking into that 
smoky newsroom. “He was my dis-
tant neighbour from Raze Kadal,” 
Jameel said. “We | More on P6



CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

B.
N

 M
GAJZ RHI H.N BUD

Srinagar | Tuesday | 11-11-20252

mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name  of my ward has been wronly written in her adhaar 
card as Zikra Nabi  while her correct name is Zikra Farooq . Now 
I have applied for the correction of the same if anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file them in the concerned 
Adhaar Centre Jammu/Srinagar within seven days. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 
Tabasum Beum  M/O Zikra Nabi 	 fko
R/o Utikoo Tehsil Kawarhama

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wronly written in my adhaar card as Futima 
Akhter D/o Bashir Ahmad Teli while my correct name is Fatima 
Bashir D/o Bashir Ahmad Teli . Now I have applied for the 
correction of the same if anybody has any objection in this 
regard he/she may file them in the concerned Adhaar Centre 
Jammu/Srinagar within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 

Fatima Bashir 
D/o Bashir Ahmad Teli	 fko
R/o Archander Hama Tehsil Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wronly written in my adhaar card as Firdous 
Ahmad WanI  while my correct name is Firdous Nabi  . Now I 
have applied for the correction of the same if anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file them in the concerned 
Adhaar Centre Jammu/Srinagar within seven days. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 

Firdous Nabi 
S/o Gh Nabi Wani 	 fko
R/o Kharnipora Tehsil Tanmarg

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Naseema Akhtar, widow of Late Shabir Ahmad Shah, resident 
of K.B. Pora, D.H. Pora, Kulgam, have appealed to the concerned 
authorities for consideration of my only son under the SRO 
appointment scheme.
My husband, Shabir Ahmad Shah, lost his life in a cross-firing 
incident at Kuchpora, Qazigund, on 13th July 2000. Since then, 
I have been living with my son, Syed Abid Shabir, and have not 
remarried till date.
I hereby declare that I have no objection if the SRO post is 
granted in favour of my only son, as he is the sole breadwinner 
of our family.
Naseema Akhtar Wd/o Late Shabir Ahmad Shah
R/o K.B. Pora, D.H. Pora, Kulgam	 fko

NOTICE
I have changed my name from (old name) Tayooba Kamili to 

(new name) Mehbooba. In future I will be known as 

Mehbooba.

If anybody having any objection he/she may contact 

Passport O�ce Srinagar, within & 7 days. After 7 days no 

objection will be accepted.
Media line advt

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI PHE DIVISION BIJBEHARA
e-NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS 

NIT No: 40/PHE/BIJ OF 2025-26 ISSUED UNDER  ENDORSEMENT No. PHE/BIJ/7995-8006  dated:- 08.11.2025

For and on behalf of the LT. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmire-NIT rate contract of Hire charges of tanker, tractor, 
load carrier for providing drinking water supply facilities to the required sites, the tenders are  invited from Registered Transport com-
pany with Union Territory of J&K Govt.

S No. Name of work Adv. Cost in 
lacs

Cost of 
Tender doc. 
(in Rs)

 Earnest Money 
(in Rs)

Class

1 Hire Charges  of   Tractor/Load carrier  for providing drinking water 
facilities to the flood affected areas  of Pahalgam section of JSD(PHE) 
Subdivision Pahalgam(under SDRF during floods Aug-Sep 2025.)

0.75 200 2250 Registered 
Transport 
Company

The e-NIT consisting of Qualifying information, eligibility criteria specifications, set of terms and conditions of contract and other 
details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website:- www.jktenders.gov.in

01 Date of publishing 08-11-2025 / 4:00 PM
02 Download start date 08-11-2025 / 4:00 PM
03 Bid Submission Start Date 08-11-2025 / 4:00 PM
04 Bid submission End Date 14-11-2025 / 1:00 PM
05 Date and time of opening of Bids(Online) 14-11-2025 / 02:15PM

The Bidder shall be deposited in electronic format on the departmental website: www.jktenders.gov.inBids must be accompanied/
uploaded with Earnest Money in shape of CDR/FDR (mentioned above), Treasury Receipt as cost of Tender Document under M.H 0215 
to be pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Bijbehara (as specified in the table, besides below mentioned 
documents. Bids will be opened in the Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Bijbehara on date given above. If the of-
fice happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same 
time and venue.
Besides above the biddershould also upload the following documents required under“OtherImportant Documents” (OID)

01 EarnestMoneyinshapeofCDR/FDRpledgedinfavouroftheExecutiveEngineerJal Shakti 
PHE Division Bijbehara

Scanned Copy

02 Treasury Receipt(T.R)depositedtoMH:0215ascostoftenderdocument Pledged in favour 
of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Bijbehara

Scanned Copy

03 Registered Transport Company-----Registration Certificate Scanned Copy
04 Latest GST Clearance/ITR//Pancard/Bidders Address of the agency/driver Scanned Copy
06 HMV/LMVLicense of the driver Scanned Copy
07. Other documents Like RC/Insurance/Pollution (Capacity of Tanker/Tractor) /owner-

ship. 
Scanned Copy

1.	 Allother terms, conditions are as per the PWD form 25 (Double agreement form) /Master NIT.
Executive Engineer 

DIPK-7926/25 	 Jal Shakti PHE Division              
dated: 10-11-2025       	     Bijbehara

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in School records 
the father's name, mothers name and D-O-B  of my daughter  
is entered as FEROZ AHMAD KHAN Mothers name SHAFEEQA 
BANO D-O-B 28-07-2012  while her actual Father's name, 
mothers name and D-O-B is FEROOZ AHMAD KHAN mother's 
SHAFIQA BANO and D-O-B is 13-11-2011.  Now i want its correc-
tion, in this regard if anybody having any objection may contact 
PRINCIPAL I-E-I NASRULLAHPORA BUDGAM with in a period of 
seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.
FEROOZ AHMAD KHAN  
F/o ZUBAIDAH AKHTER  
R/o NASRULLAH PORA BUDGAM 	 mcb
CELL. 7006777782

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Name in my Aadhar Card has been wrongly entered as 
Suheel Ahmad Sheikh while my correct Name is Suhail Rashid 
Sheikh. Now I want the same to be corrected if anybody has any 
objection in this regard He/ She may file his /her objection in 
the Office of the Concerned Authority, within a period of seven 
(7) days from the date of publication of this notice. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 
Suhail Rashid Sheikh 
S/O Abdul Rashid Sheikh 
R/O Mir Danter Anantnag		
		  JNA7780878931

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Parentage in my Service records has been wrongly entered 
as MOHD SHABAN MIR while my correct Parentage as per other 
Documents is MOHD SUBHAN MIR. Now I want the same to 
be corrected if anybody has any objection in this regard He/ 
She may file his /her objection in the Office of the S.S.P Office 
Anantnag, within a period of seven (7) days from the date of 
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be en-
tertained. 
Ab Majid Mir S/O Mohd Subhan Mir 
R/O Nowdoora Kralmar Dooru Anantnag	
		  JNA7780878931

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wronly written in my adhaar card as Afshana 
Akhter while my correct name is Arifa Hameed . Now I have 
applied for the correction of the same if anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file them in the concerned 
Adhaar Centre Jammu/Srinagar within seven days. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 
Arifa Hameed 
D/o Abdul Hameed Beigh 	 FKO
R/O Wailoo Kralpora Tehsil Kunzer

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have Changed my name from (old name)PARVEEN 
KAUNSER. to (new name) PARVEEN KOUNSER. In Future 
I will be known as (new name) PARVEEN KOUNSER, if 
any body having any objection in this regard, he/she 
may Contact Passport office Srinagar with in a period of 
7 days, After 7 days no objection Will be accepted.

Sd/-
Parveen Kounser inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from Old name Mehraju udin  S/o 
Gulam Nabi   R/o Syed Sahib Sadarbal Srinagar To New Name 
Sheikh Mehraj  U  Din   S/o Sheikh Ghulam Nabi R/o Syed Mohalla 
Sadarbal Hazratbal Srinagar. If anybody has any objection in 
this regard he/she may file them in the Passport Office Sringar 
within seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Sheikh Mehraj U Din 	 fko
S/o Sheikh Ghulam Nabi 
R/o Syed Mohalla, Sadarbal srinagar

Office Of The Naib Tehsildar Kreeri

Sub: Application of Nayeema Begum Wd/o Abdul Hamid Wani 
R/o Hail Kreeri   seeking their in the Dependent certificate.

NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above ,in this context. As per the 
death certificate and report submitted by the patwari con-
cerned  reveals that Abdul Hamid Wani S/o Gh Nabi Wani  R/o 
Hail Kreeri  has passed away on 09/02/1996. The report of the 
patwari further depicts that the deceased has following de-
pendents.

S. NO NAME OF DEPEN-
DENT

RELATION  
WITH  DE-
CEASED

AGE OCCUPA-
TION

1 Nayeema Begum Wife 47 H/W
2 Adil Hamid Son 31 Pvt Teacher

The applicant has applied for issuance of Dependent certifi-
cate . As such the instant matter is published through news 
paper, if any one is having any kind of objection may approach 
this office within 7 days (Seven Days of the publication of this 
notice after passing of stipulated time of 7 days(Seven Days), 
no objections will be entertained.
fko 	 Naib Tehsildar

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the general public that the High-Security 
Registration Plate (HSRP) of my vehicle bearing Registration No. 
JK04C-7229, Make/Model: Maruti Suzuki Swift Dzire (2014), has 
been lost/misplaced.
I, Ghulam Mohidin Teli, resident of Bonen Chadura, am applying 
for the issuance of a duplicate HSRP for the above-mentioned 
vehicle. If any person has any objection regarding the issuance of 
the duplicate HSRP, they may report the same to the concerned 
authorities within seven (7) days of the publication of this notice. 
After the expiry of the said period, no objection shall be enter-
tained.

Name of Owner: Ghulam Mohidin Teli
Address: Bonen Chadura	 inf
Contact No.: 7006286149
Date: 10/11/2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform general public that I am applying for RBA cer-
tificate from village Badipora Tehsil Chadoora district budgam , if 
anybody having objection in this regard , he/she may submit the 
same to the office of Tehsildar Chadoora, Naib-Tehsildar Nagam 
chadoora within a period of seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Manzoor Akram 
S/O- Mohd Akram Magray 
R/o- Badipora , Chadoora , Budgam 
J&K -191113 	 fko
Contact no- 9906508509

DIPK-NB-2420/25	 dated: 10-11-2025

AIIMS Survey: One Ophthalmologist 
Per 65,000 People In India
Press Trust Of India

A survey by AIIMS, Delhi, re-
vealed that on average, there 
is only one ophthalmologist 
available for every 65,000 

people in the country.
There are 20,944 ophthalmologists 
and 17,849 optometrists (primary eye 
care providers) working nationwide 
at secondary/tertiary level, while 
the Vision 2020 initiative set a tar-
get of 25,000 ophthalmologists and 
48,000 hospital-based paramedics to 
be achieved by 2020 for eliminating 
avoidable Blindness in India.
The study led by Dr Praveen Vashist 
and his team from Dr Rajendra Prasad 
Centre for Ophthalmic Sciences at AI-
IMS was performed to determine the 
human resources (HR) and infrastruc-
ture available for providing ophthal-
mic services from the existing sec-
ondary and tertiary level hospitals in 
India and to assess the achievement of 
targets related to HR and infrastruc-
ture as per Vision 2020 norms.
Dr Praveen Vashist, Professor and Offi-
cer In-Charge of Community Ophthal-
mology at RP Centre, said the study 
highlighted that the distribution of 
ophthalmological services in India is 
highly uneven.
The situation is comparatively bet-
ter in the states of South and West 
India, while there is a severe short-
age of doctors in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, and West Bengal.
Out of the 8,790 eyecare institutes 
enrolled as part of the study, 7901 in-
stitutes completed the questionnaire 
(response rate 89.9 per cent), he said.
The eye institute population ratio 
for the entire country was one per 

1,64,536 population, with better ra-
tios in the Southern and Western 
states, compared to Northern, Eastern, 
and Northeastern states.
Among the nine union territories, the 
highest proportion of eye institutes 
was reported from the Delhi National 
Capital Region, the study said.
As far as ownership of eye institutes 
is concerned, nearly two-thirds of 
institutes (70.6 per cent) were in the 
private sector, followed by the public 
sector(15.6 per cent) and the NGO 
sector (13.8 per cent).
The number of optometrists per oph-
thalmologist at secondary/tertiary 
levels was 0.85, meaning that for ev-
ery ophthalmologist, there is not 
even one eye care professional who 
conducts eye tests, and diagnoses and 
treats certain eye diseases.
The optometrist: ophthalmologist ra-
tio ranged from 8.33 in the Andaman 
Nicobar Islands to 0.45 in Delhi, the 
study found.
The ophthalmologist population ra-
tio in the country was found to be 
1:65,221. The number of ophthal-
mologists per million population was 
15 for the country, ranging from the 
highest of 127 in Puducherry to the 
lowest two in Ladakh, it stated.
The study was published in the Indian 
Journal of Ophthalmology on October 29.
According to the study, the number of 
eye beds per million population was 74.
The proportion of eye institutes report-
ing a 24-hour eye emergency facility 
was 40.5 per cent, while functional eye 
Operation Theatres (OT) were present 
in 87.0 per cent of institutes.
Facility of eye bank (with tissue pro-
cessing and storage) was reported by 
only 5.7 per cent of the institutes.

The proportion of institutes hav-
ing 24-hour eye emergency, func-
tional eye OT, eye bank (with tis-
sue processing facility), refractive 
eye surgery, and low-vision ser-
vices was significantly higher in 
the private sector in comparison 
to the public sector and NGO sec-
tor, the study said.
The gap between the proportion of 
eye institutes in the public, NGO and 
private sectors is more in the case 
of refractive eye surgeries and low-
vision services, whereas the gap is 
minimal in the case of eye banking 
services, the study said.
This clearly indicates that financially 
lucrative services like refractive sur-
geries are being prioritised by the 
private sector, whereas charitable 
services like eye banking are pre-
dominantly in the public sector, the 
doctors stated.
The proportion of institutes having 
sub-specialities of cataract, glaucoma, 
squint, uvea and vitreo-retina, kerato-
plasty, oculoplasty, and neuro-ophthal-
mology was also significantly higher in 
the private sector in comparison to the 
NGO sector and public sector.
The corresponding figure for other 
countries ranges from a mean of 3.7 
per million population in low-income 
countries (LICs) to a mean of 76.2 in 
high-income countries (HICs).
Among the HICs, it ranged from 14 in 
the United Arab Emirates to 56.8 in 
the United States to 183 in Greece.
The number of ophthalmologists in 
the current survey was 20,944, which 
falls short of the 25,000 required to 
eliminate the burden of avoidable 
blindness in the country by 2030, the 
study said.
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CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open )
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 35

ZUHR	 12:14

ASR	 3: 52

Magrib	 5:32
ISHA	 6: 54

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

19 Jumada al-Awwal

1447

This Day In History

•	 1945 - Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Cordell Hull 
(establishing UN)

•	 1953 - David Ben-Gurion, resigns as Prime Minister 
of Israel

•	 1963 - Train crash in Japan, kills 164
•	 1970 - Scientists perform 1st artificial synthesis of 

a live cell
•	 1974 - A salmon is discovered in the River Thames, 

England, for the first time since 1833.
•	 1979 - US President Carter announces a halts to 

Iranian oil imports & freezes Iranian assets
•	 1981 - 2nd shuttle mission-1st time spacecraft 

launched twice (Columbia 2)
•	 1981 - Great Britain performs nuclear test
•	 1984 - Space shuttle astronauts snared a satellite 

1st space salvage
•	 1985 - STS 61-B vehicle moves to launch pad
•	 1989 - Brazil holds its 1st free presidential election 

in 29 years
•	 1990 - Crown Prince Akihito is formally installed 

as Emperor Akihito of Japan, becoming the 125th 
Japanese monarch.

•	 1990 - Tim Berners-Lee publishes a formal 
proposal for the World Wide Web

•	 1991 Atlanta Brave Tom Glavine wins NL Cy Young Award
•	 1991 - Dili Massacre, Indonesian forces open fire on 

a crowd of protesters in Dili, East Timor, killing at 
least 250

•	 1995 - STS 74 (Atlantis 15), launches into orbit
•	 2001 - Taliban forces abandon Afghanistan’s 

capital Kabul, ahead of advancing Afghan 
Northern Alliance troops

•	 2001 - In New York City, American Airlines Flight 
587, an Airbus A300 on its way to the Dominican 
Republic, crashes minutes after takeoff from John 
F. Kennedy International Airport, killing all 260 on 
board and five on the ground.

•	 2003 - With 501 km/h (311 mph) Shanghai 
Transrapid sets up a new world record for 
commercial railway systems.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) 
Mechanical Division (North) Sopore

NIT No: PHE/MDNS/NIT/E-29 of 2025-26

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, “Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division (North) Sopore” invites e-
tenders on percentage rate basis from reputed and resourceful Contractors/Firms/Companies/Joint Ventures registered with JKPWD/
JS/CPWD/Railways or any other state Government for “Electro-mechanical and Civil works for Additional Source (Dug Well) For WSS 
Panzipora Dedikoot under UT Capex.”. The bidding process shall be completed online in two cover system with Cover 1st consisting of 
Qualification Criteria, Tender fee, Bid Security, General Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications etc. Cover ‘2nd’ shall consist 
of Financial Bid (BOQ) in the prescribed format.:

S. 
No.

Name of work Cost of 
tender 
document

Estimated 
Cost (Rs 
in Lacs)

Earnest 
money

Time of 
completion

Pro-
gramme 
Head

Technical Sanction 
No.

AAA No. and Date

1. Electro-mechanical and 
Civil works for Additional Source 
(Dug Well) For WSS Panzipora 
Dedikoot under UT Capex.

Rs 
1000.00

Rs 
140.316

02% of the 
estimated 
cost

180 Days UT Capex CE/PHE/DB/ 1121 
of 10/2025 dated: 
28-10-2025

11/DSE/HH/DB of 
2025-26, dated:  
13-10-2025

The tenders consisting of qualifying/eligibility criteria, technical specifications, general and commercial terms and conditions of con-
tract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 10-11-2025 (10:00 am).
The bids shall be submitted in electronic format on the website https://jktenders.gov.in from  10-11-2025(10:00 am) to 29-11-2025 
(6:55 pm).
Prequalification bids shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division (North) 
Sopore on 01-12-2025 at 02:00 pm after which the financial bids of qualifying bidders shall be opened. In case offices happen to be 
closed due to holiday, or any other reason, on the schedule date of opening, the bids will be opened on the next working day.
The complete bidding shall be online.
The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of bids.

No. PHE/MDNS/DB/4288-93
DIPK-7938/25 
Dated: 10-11-2025

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division (North)

Sopore

Soz Inspects Achan Site, 
Seeks Action on Waste Crisis
Observer News Service

Srinagar ~ Former Union 
Minister Prof. Saifuddin 
Soz on Saturday visited 
the Achan Waste Manage-
ment facility at Eidgah, 
Srinagar, along with 
members of civil society 
and social activists to as-
sess the city’s solid waste 
handling operations be-
ing undertaken by the 
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) in collabo-
ration with Ecostan Infra 
Pvt. Ltd., Noida.

During the visit, 
Prof. Soz reviewed the 
site and described the 
large heaps of waste and 
strong stench in the area 
as “deeply concerning.” 
He was briefed by Najeeb 
Shah, Executive Engineer 
(Solid Waste Manage-
ment), and Arif Ahmad 
Magray, Project Head 
(Waste Management), on 
measures being taken to 
improve the situation.

Prof. Soz urged SMC 
to strengthen door-to-
door public awareness 
campaigns about waste 
segregation and the envi-
ronmental impact of non-
biodegradable waste. He 

also appealed to residents 
to use separate bins for 
solid and liquid waste to 
aid better disposal.

Drawing on his ex-
perience as former Envi-
ronment Minister, Prof. 
Soz cited Vienna’s waste 
incineration model as 
a successful example of 
scientific waste manage-
ment and questioned why 
similar systems had not 
yet been adopted in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Speaking to report-
ers, he called for commu-
nity participation in ad-
dressing the waste issue 
through local initiatives 
and sustained public edu-
cation drives.

Later, Prof. Soz vis-
ited the Hokersar wetland 
to review migratory bird 
activity. Chief Wildlife 
Warden Mir Altaf briefed 
him on ongoing proj-
ects including dredging 
and cleaning operations 
across major water bod-
ies such as Wular Lake, 
Shallabugh, Mirgund, and 
Anantnag, and on efforts 
to facilitate the migration 
of birds from regions in-
cluding Siberia, Russia, 
China, and Europe.

Three-Day Graphic Narratives 
Workshop Kicks Off at KU
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Department of Eng-
lish at the University of Kashmir 
on Monday inaugurated a three-
day workshop on ‘Graphic Nar-
ratives’ at the university’s Main 
Campus, bringing together artists, 
scholars, and students to explore 
the intersection of visual art and 
literary expression.

The workshop is aimed at ex-
amining the growing significance 
of graphic storytelling as a hybrid 
artistic and academic medium, en-
couraging participants to engage 
with visual forms of narrative con-
struction and interpretation.

Delivering the presidential 
address at the inaugural session, 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Nilofer Khan 
said such initiatives help broaden 
the creative and intellectual hori-
zons of students.

“Engaging with visual and lit-
erary art forms not only nurtures 
imagination but also enables stu-
dents to think critically and empa-
thetically about the world around 
them,” Prof. Khan said. She added 

that the University remains com-
mitted to promoting interdisciplin-
ary learning and innovative aca-
demic experiences.

Dean Academic Affairs, Prof. 
Shariefuddin Pirzada, underscored 
the need to integrate contemporary 
literary and visual mediums into 
the curriculum to remain aligned 
with global academic trends.

In her keynote address, graphic 
novelist, illustrator, and anima-
tor Ikroop Sandhu discussed how 

graphic novels enhance visual lit-
eracy and allow readers to navigate 
narratives through both imagery 
and emotion. Renowned visual art-
ist and graphic literature author 
Sarnath Banerjee also spoke at the 
session, noting that the workshop 
offers a platform for critical en-
gagement with the evolving form 
of graphic narratives and how they 
shape cultural and intellectual dis-
courses today.

Earlier, Head of the Department 
of English, Prof. Iffat Maqbool, in her 
welcome address, said the initiative 
is aimed at inspiring young research-
ers and students to experiment with 
diverse storytelling forms and cul-
tural representations.

The workshop will feature ex-
pert-led theoretical and practical ses-
sions, interactive exercises, demon-
strations, and discussions focused on 
the evolution, techniques, and narra-
tive potential of graphic storytelling.

Research scholars and stu-
dents from both Main and Satellite 
Campuses are participating in the 
event. The proceedings of the in-
augural session were conducted by 
Prof. Mufti Mudasir of the Depart-
ment of English.

Engaging 
with visual 

and literary art forms 
not only nurtures 
imagination but also 
enables students to 
think critically and 
empathetically 
about the world 
around them,”

JKEDI Holds Entrepreneurship Orientation Prog for KU Students

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Development In-
stitute (JKEDI) organised a two-day 
Entrepreneurship Orientation Pro-
gram (EOP) for students and faculty 
members of the Department of Food 
Science and Technology, University of 
Kashmir, with an aim to promote en-
trepreneurship as a viable and promis-
ing career path.

The program was conducted by the 
Centre for Entrepreneurship Education 
and Research (CEER), a core vertical of 
JKEDI, under the overall supervision of 
the Director of the Institute.

The initiative focused on famil-

iarizing participants with the funda-
mentals of entrepreneurship, project 
report formulation, and the provisions 
of the J&K Startup Policy 2024–27. Of-
ficials said the programme was part of 
JKEDI’s ongoing efforts to strengthen 
the startup ecosystem in the Union 
Territory and encourage youth to take 
up entrepreneurial ventures.

During the interaction, students 
were briefed by JKEDI faculty and 
domain experts on the evolving entre-
preneurial landscape in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The sessions covered key 
aspects including business plan mod-
eling, Detailed Project Report (DPR) 
preparation, capacity building, busi-
ness simulations, financial and mar-
ket linkages, and mentorship avenues 

available for aspiring entrepreneurs.
Participants were also given an 

overview of various JKEDI verticals 
and support functions, gaining insight 
into how the institute facilitates inno-
vation, enterprise growth, and incuba-
tion support.

Officials said such engagement 
programs are crucial to exposing stu-
dents to real-world entrepreneurial 
frameworks and motivating them to 
contribute to the region’s growing 
startup culture.

The EOP concluded with an inter-
active session, reaffirming JKEDI’s 
continued commitment to nurturing 
young talent and fostering a culture of 
innovation-driven economic develop-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A week-long 
workshop and exhibition 
titled “Solar Energy Tech-
nologies & Applications 
(SETA-2025)” began at the 
National Institute of Tech-
nology (NIT) Srinagar on 
Monday, focusing on re-
search, innovation, and 
practical applications of 
solar energy technologies.

The event is being 
organized under the pa-
tronage of Prof. Binod 
Kumar Kanaujia, Direc-
tor, NIT Srinagar, with 
Prof. Roohie Naaz Mir, 
Dean (Research & Consul-
tancy), and Prof. Atikur 
Rehman, Registrar, serv-
ing as co-patrons.

Dr. Yashwant Mehta, 
Associate Professor, Me-
chanical and Materials 
Engineering Department, 
is the Secretary of the 
event, while Dr. Asadur 
Rahman, Assistant Profes-
sor, Electrical Engineer-
ing Department, is the 
Convener, and Dr. Pankaj 
Kumar, Assistant Profes-
sor from the same depart-
ment, is the Coordinator.

The inaugural cer-

emony was presided over 
by Prof. Roohie Naaz 
Mir (In-charge Director, 
NIT Srinagar), while Er. 
Bashir Ahmad, Manag-
ing Director of JK Green 
Technologies and former 
MD of JKPCL and Secre-
tary (Technical), JKPDD, 
was the Guest of Honour 
on the occasion.

In her inaugural ad-
dress, Prof. Roohie Naaz 
Mir emphasized the im-
portance of integrating 
modern solar technolo-
gies with real-time moni-
toring systems.

“Such workshops are 
the need of the hour to 
bridge the gap between 
academia and industry. 
The focus should be on op-
eration and maintenance, 
data-driven strategies, 
and regular inspections to 
enhance system efficien-
cy,” she said.

Prof. Roohie further 
highlighted the role of 
Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), Machine Learning 
(ML), and the Internet of 
Things (IoT) in improv-
ing the performance and 
sustainability of solar 
power systems.

Workshop on Solar Energy 
Technologies Begins at NIT

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A court here has 
sentenced a former police 
officer to three years' impris-
onment for forging his date 
of birth to extend service, of-
ficials said on Monday.

The Court of City Judge, 
Srinagar also imposed a fine 
of Rs 5,000 on former Sub-
Inspector Jagdesh Singh, a 
resident of Atina, Budgam.

In case of default in pay-
ment of fine, the convict shall 
undergo an additional six 
months of imprisonment. All 
sentences shall run concur-
rently, the officials added.

According to PTI, the 

Economic Offences Wing 
of Crime Branch Kashmir 
said the case stemmed from 
a communication received 
from the Police Headquar-
ters (PHQ) J-K, indicating 
that the accused had altered 
his year of birth from 1957 to 
1959 in official records to un-
lawfully extend his service 
tenure by two years.

Investigation revealed 
that Singh had fraudulently 
modified his date of birth 
to November 10, 1959 in his 
service documents, includ-
ing his character roll and 
matriculation certificate, to 
gain undue service benefits, 
the officials said.

Ex-Cop Gets 3-Year Jail 
for DOB Forgery

ab

US Election Drama Drags On; 
Trailing Gore Wants Hand Count, 
Loses Faith In Machines

AGENCIES

W
ASHINGTON: Republican George W. Bush’s 
lead over Democrat Vice-President Al-Gore 
has been pegged at 327 votes after a final unof-
ficial recount in Florida, prompting the Bush 

camp to ask Gore to concede defeat but the outcome of the 
US Presidential election will not be known till next week as 
several thousand postal ballots are expected from abroad.

Vice president Al-Gore, who the recounts showed was 
trailing by 327-votes to Republican George W Bush has 
demanded more vote recounts in crucial Florida state par-
ticularly hand counts in four of the 67 counties. Saying ma-
chines make mistakes.

Meanwhile, news reports said a court in Palm Beach 
had ordered a freeze on the recount process in the county 
pending a hearing next week on alleged irregularities that 
could hurt Gore.

Three days after the voting, the election to the White 
House was mired in uncertainty facing legal challenges 
and the world yet to know as to who is the next incumbent.

The unofficial count by the Associated Press county-
by-county slightly boosted Bush’s tally after earlier counts 
had showed the margin as 225 votes.

The recount shoved Bush won Florida, Bush’s 
communication director Karen Hughes claimed in a state-
ment in Austin, Texas, asking Gore to concede.

The Gore camp hit back saying contrary to claims by 
the rival side this election is not over.

Again we want the true and accurate will of the people 
to prevail and that means the legal system to run its course. 
If at the end of that process, George Bush is the victor, we 
will respect that result, Gore campaign chairman William 
Daley said in a statement.

(Kashmir Observer, November 11, 2000)
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Kashmir’s Wings of Renewal
Each winter, flocks of migratory birds return to Kashmir’s lakes, 
carrying a message of adaptability. Their survival depends on the 

valley’s ability to protect its vulnerable wetlands.

  K O  V I E W

Cold Truths 
of Kashmir

W
inter in Kashmir feels more brutal than 
beautiful. The long cold months test peo-
ple’s health, homes, and savings. This 
season means more coughs, more hospi-

tal visits, and sadly, more deaths. Local doctors re-
port a clear rise in breathing problems every winter.

The cold has always been part of life here. People 
have relied on kangris, pherans, and bukharis for 
generations. These old ways still help, but they also 
bring new risks. 

Burning charcoal, coal, or wood inside closed 
rooms fills the air with smoke. That smoke makes 
asthma, chest infections, and heart problems worse. 
Every winter, hospitals see more patients struggling 
to breathe.

Life today has made winters harder. More people 
live in concrete homes that stay cold and trap mois-
ture. Rising lifestyle diseases like diabetes, hyper-
tension, and obesity make many more people vulner-
able to cold-related illness. 

Some families move to the warmer plains during 
the season. But not all can afford winter escapism. 
They stay in the valley, facing freezing temperatures 
and smoky air.

There are still ways to make homes safer. Ventila-
tion matters most. A small window opening or vent 
can clear smoke and carbon fumes. People can switch 
to cleaner heating options like LPG, electric heaters, 
or oil radiators when possible. Kangris and bukharis 
should be used carefully, kept away from the body 
while sleeping and not left burning in closed rooms.

Winter health camps, flu vaccines, and home vis-
its for the elderly can prevent emergencies as well. 
Hospitals need reliable power and oxygen supplies. 
Simple home fixes can also help: seal windows, layer 
clothing, cover pipes, and use carpets or old blankets 
to keep floors warm.

The government should focus on long-term 
solutions. Subsidies for safe heating devices, 
better power supply, and public awareness 
drives can save lives. 

Kashmir’s winter will always be cold. But death 
and disease do not have to come with it. With a bit 
of care and planning, warmth and safety can reach 
every home.

C A S H  C O U R S E
Read This Before You Buy Anything

The Broker Game
Villagers, widows, and elderly sellers face 
the highest losses in broker-driven fraud.

Irshad Mushtaq 

B
uying or selling land has become risky in the valley. Un-
like Delhi or Mumbai, where payments go directly to 
sellers, most transactions here happen in cash, through 
third-party cheques, or unbanked transfers. This makes 

deals unclear and leaves both buyers and sellers open to fraud.
Brokers and land mafias control the market. They hold pay-

ments in pieces or sometimes never release them. They sell the 
same plot to multiple buyers, exploiting gaps in old and inaccu-
rate land records. Villagers, widows, and elderly sellers often 
lose their life savings. Genuine buyers spend years in court try-
ing to claim land they have paid for.

Legal loopholes make the problem worse. Some broker gangs 
file civil suits to trap buyers and sellers, forcing them to pay com-
missions. Revenue documents are sometimes forged or tampered 
with. Police action is limited. Without clear records, mafias oper-
ate freely, and ordinary people face near-constant risk.

Fixing the system will take clear rules and strict enforce-
ment. All payments should go through bank-issued cheques in 
the seller’s name. 

Buyers should avoid unregistered brokers and deal directly 
with owners or trusted real estate firms. The government must 
ensure fast land mutation after sale and take action against any-
one tampering with records.

— 
The author is a Srinagar-based reputed financial advisor.

Mohammad Hanief 

E
very winter, as cold seeps into the val-
ley, the skies fill with wings. Bar-head-
ed geese, pintails, teals, herons, and 
gulls arrive from the frozen stretches 

of Siberia, Central Asia, and northern Europe. 
These avian guests turn the wetlands into 

living paintings of movement and sound, mark-
ing a presence older than memory, a sign of na-
ture’s strength and of the delicate balance that 
the valley must maintain.

This year, the spectacle has been more vi-
brant than usual. 

Early counts suggest a rise in the number 
of visiting birds. Wular Lake, one of Asia’s 
largest freshwater lakes, shows a remarkable 
rebound, and smaller wetlands like Hokersar, 
Hygam, Shallabugh, and Dal Lake are also see-
ing renewed life. 

These wetlands sustain local communities, 
irrigate fields, and nurture the valley’s eco-
logical web. The surge in bird numbers signals 
hope, proof that even small steps in conserva-
tion can yield results.

But the recovery is risky. Decades of ne-
glect, pollution, and encroachment have left 
many wetlands struggling. Siltation has shal-
lowed lakes, invasive plants choke waterways, 
and urban waste continues to flow into waters 
that once reflected the snow peaks. Conversion 
of marshes into farmland has robbed countless 
species of shelter. These scars run deep.

The increase in birds this season carries 
a dual message. It reflects the improvement 
in Kashmir habitats, but it also hints at 
trouble elsewhere. 

Drying wetlands, urban sprawl, and chang-
ing climates along the Central Asian Flyway 
have forced birds to seek refuge wherever wa-
ter and food remain. The valley’s success is 
therefore a reminder and a warning: nature 
survives here, but may vanish elsewhere.

Kashmir holds a crucial place on the Cen-
tral Asian Flyway, a migratory route spanning 
thousands of kilometers from the Arctic to the 
Indian Ocean. Its lakes and marshes serve as 
resting grounds for birds on perilous journeys. 
Their arrival signals ecological balance, water 
health, and global interconnectedness. 

Each returning flock carries a message: life 
persists here. Each absence warns that some-
thing has been lost.

Focused restoration work has begun to 
bear fruit. Desilting, encroachment removal, 
and careful water management have revived 
stretches of wetland. Community participation 
has grown. Fishermen and boatmen, once side-
lined, are now partners in conservation. 

When locals see lakes as shared assets, the 
work of recovery gains permanence.

But governance remains a challenge. Conser-
vation in Kashmir often depends on short-term 
projects. Each new administration brings differ-
ent priorities, while wetland restoration demands 
long-term consistency. Jurisdictional overlaps 
between local bodies, forest authorities, and de-
velopment agencies complicate matters. 

Effective protection requires integrated 
management, where environmental, social, 
and economic interests converge.

But climate change threatens these gains. 
Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall, and shift-
ing snowfall disrupt migration patterns and 
water levels. Wetlands may dry prematurely or 
flood beyond capacity. 

Birds, attuned to environmental cues for 

breeding and feeding, face increasing stress. 
Recent fluctuations in arrival times reflect this 
uncertainty, and the ecological clockwork of 
the valley feels the strain.

The flocks have also sparked growing 
interest from birdwatchers and eco-tourists. 
Managed wisely, this interest can generate 
sustainable livelihoods. Guided lake tours 
and birding trails can benefit local communi-
ties if strictly regulated. 

Wetlands must not become playgrounds for 
mass tourism. Conservation tourism thrives 
on respect, for the birds, the people, and the 
ecosystems.

Beyond birds, Kashmir wetlands sustain ag-
riculture, fisheries, and groundwater. Neglect-
ing them undermines the valley’s resilience. 
Protection demands scientific management, 
enforcement against encroachment, investment 
in sewage treatment, and a cultural shift toward 
valuing water bodies as life sources.

For centuries, poets and mystics celebrated 
Kashmiri rivers, lakes, and birds as symbols 
of purity and peace. Allowing these waters to 
decay or these birds to disappear erases part of 
the valley’s identity. 

Environmental preservation is both a mor-
al and cultural responsibility.

The returning flocks at Wular, Hokersar, 
and Dal Lake are emissaries of a shared planet. 
Their wings carry pride and responsibility. 
Pride, because Kashmir retains the grace to 
host this natural spectacle. Responsibility, be-
cause that grace is fragile, and time is short.

Policymakers, conservationists, and citi-
zens must build on this season’s success with 
enduring commitment. 

The valley could reclaim its place among 
South Asia’s richest wetlands, a sanctuary for 
birds and ecological balance. Failure would 
leave silence where song once lived.

As dawn rises over Wular, the cries of 
geese and gulls fill the air. Nature offers Kash-
mir a second chance. Whether the valley lis-
tens and acts will determine if future genera-
tions inherit skies alive with wings, or only 
stories of what once was.

— 
The author is a Srinagar-based senior analyst. 

He can be reached at m.hanief@gmail.com.

I
n Srinagar’s old city, there was 
once a bookstore where a reader 
could find Akhtar Mohiuddin’s 
bold storytelling to Ali Moham-

mad Lone’s heartfelt tales. 
Today those authors and their 

books are gone. The shelves that once 
carried the soul of Kashmiri writing 
now stand empty. The novels that 
told our story have faded from view.

Kashmiri literature grew from 
the language of the people. It began 
with the wisdom of Lal Ded, flowed 
through Habba Khatoon’s verses, and 
reached the modern world through 
writers like Mohiuddin, Amin Ka-
mil, and Ghulam Nabi Gauhar. Their 
novels spoke of change, struggle, and 

everyday life in the valley. 
Reading Dod Dag or Mujrim felt 

like walking through our villages 
and cities, hearing familiar voices, 
seeing our history unfold. These 
books carried the emotions and ideas 
that shaped Kashmir.

Today, most of them are miss-
ing. They are out of print and hard to 
trace. Some survive only in private 
homes or in old, worn-out pages. Li-
braries have few copies. Bookstores 
prefer selling English or Urdu titles. 
Online, there is almost no record of 
them. For young readers, Kashmiri 
novels have almost disappeared.

This literary loss touches our 
identity. When a language loses its 

stories, it loses its memory. Every 
missing novel means a missing part 
of who we are. These stories gave us 
ways to see ourselves, to understand 
our joys and wounds. Without them, 
our culture becomes smaller, our 
sense of self weaker.

Universities, cultural depart-
ments, and publishers can work to-
gether to digitize these novels and 
make them available again. Translat-
ing and sharing them online would 
bring them to new readers. Schools 
and colleges can introduce them in 
reading programs. Readers, too, can 
help by asking for them, by talking 
about them, and by valuing Kashmiri 
writing as a living part of our world.

Every recovered book is a story 
saved. Imagine a student in Pulwa-
ma or Kupwara finding Gatti Munz 
Gaash online and discovering a re-
flection of their own life. That mo-
ment can keep a language alive.

The novels of Mohiuddin, Kamil, 
Gauhar, and Lone still speak to us. 
They only need to be heard again. It 
is time to bring them back, before the 
last page is lost.

Sincerely,

Saba Andrabi
hereissabaandrabi@gmail.com

Bring Back Missing Kashmiri Novels

The returning 
flocks at Wular, 

Hokersar, and Dal Lake 
are emissaries of a 
shared planet. Their 
wings carry pride and 
responsibility. Pride, 
because Kashmir retains 
the grace to host this 
natural spectacle. 
Responsibility, because 
that grace is fragile, and 
time is short.
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WHEN THE NEWS OF HIS PASSING SPREAD, IT 
FELT LIKE A PAGE HAD TURNED IN KASHMIR’S 
CULTURAL STORY. The man who once helped 
others find their voice had fallen silent. But in 
that silence, his words still echo in his poems, 
in the stories he edited, and in the memories 
of those who sat beside him in smoke-filled 
newsrooms or Delhi cafés.

FAIYAZ DILBAR 
BELONGED TO AN 
ERA WHEN ART WAS 
AN ACT OF FAITH 
AND FRIENDSHIP A 
WAY OF SURVIVAL. 
He bridged the gap 
between print and 
screen, between 
Kashmir and the 
world, between 
nostalgia and 
progress. His life was 
a conversation that 
never truly ended.

KASHMIR’S 
BEAUTY HAS 
ALWAYS 
BEEN TOLD 
THROUGH SNOW, 
MOUNTAINS, AND 
LAKES. BUT ITS 
REAL BEAUTY 
NOW LIES IN ITS 
PEOPLE, THE ONES 
WHO WAKE UP 
EVERY MORNING, 
KEEP FAITH, AND 
TRY ONCE MORE 
TO FIND THEIR 
PLACE IN THE 
WORLD.

Remembering Faiyaz Dilbar 

The Man Who Saw Kashmir in Every Frame
The defiant downtowner watched the world shift from the editor’s desk of Srinagar Times to the television studios 

of Delhi, where he made a name for himself as a sharp video journalist and a tender poet.
Sibti Muhammad Hassan

In the late 1980s, Kashmir news-
rooms were small islands of de-
bate and discovery.
The Soviet Union was collapsing, 

the world was changing its axis, 
and in Srinagar, a new generation 
of writers and editors was learn-
ing to steer that shifting landscape 
through stories.

Among them was a young editor 
named Faiyaz Dilbar, who spent his 
days at Srinagar Times shaping the 
Sunday Adab Nama page under the 
watchful eye of Sofi Ghulam Mo-
hammad.

Those were different times. 
The newsroom carried the earthy 
smell of newsprint and the clatter 
of typewriters. Writers gathered 
around Faiyaz’s desk, waiting for his 
silent nod of approval.

The newsman from the Qazi clan 
of Maharaj Gunj was patient with 
manuscripts, never in a rush to re-
ject or accept. He would read each 
word as if it carried a secret. His 
edits were gentle but firm, always 
meant to lift a piece rather than 
trim it down.

Faiyaz had a rare gift for under-
standing how the global and the lo-
cal intertwined.

Back then, Indian media was 
opening up, satellite television was 
making its first appearances, and 
Kashmir’s own socio-political land-
scape was beginning to tremble.

In that environment, Dilbar tried 
to preserve a space for thought and 
culture.

His pieces often reflected on 
how stories could bridge divides, 
and how art could still hold mean-

ing when politics threatened to 
drown it.

In the early 1990s, as his home-
land entered a turbulent phase, 
Faiyaz left for Delhi. It was not an 
escape but a continuation of his 
search.

He joined the Observer video 
magazine, a trailblazing initiative 
that aimed to bring serious journal-
ism to television. There, he worked 
under Vinod Dua, one of India’s 
most respected broadcasters, and 
found his call in the hum of camer-
as and the pulse of breaking stories.

Delhi was a different kind of 
classroom. Faiyaz adapted quickly, 
learning the new grammar of visual 
storytelling. He worked alongside 
colleagues like Ajaz Rashid, Abdul 
Rafia Fazili, Sundeep Saini, and Ajay 
Joshi, forming a fraternity of rest-
less journalists driven by truth and 
camaraderie.

The studio lights, the late-night 
edits, and the rush of deadlines 
suited him. But even in that de-
manding world, he carried the 
same warmth that had once filled 
the corridors of Srinagar Times.

His Delhi home became a ref-
uge for Kashmiris who had arrived 
in the city during difficult years. 
Friends recall evenings when his 
door was always open, tea was al-
ways brewing, and laughter filled 
the small living room.

Dilbar had an unassuming way of 
making people feel at ease, a story-
teller who listened more than he 
spoke.

In a city of strangers, his home 
was a small Kashmiri embassy of 
affection.

Through it all, Faiyaz kept writing. 

Poetry was his compass, rather than 
a side note in his life. His anthology 
of Kashmiri lyrics, illustrated by his 
wife, revealed a man deeply rooted 
in both tenderness and realism.

His verses carried the scent of 
rain-soaked orchards, the sound 
of fading laughter, and the weight 
of memory. They were filled with 
longing, but never despair.

His writing spoke of belonging, 
of people who left and returned, 
and of time that both healed and 
wounded.

Faiyaz’s humour was famous 
among friends. His laughter, often 
described as contagious, could turn 
a tense discussion into an evening 
of stories.

The beloved bard had the rare 
ability to see absurdity in the 
world’s seriousness and find light 
in moments of heaviness.

In his later years, he devoted 
himself to building the Kashmir 
Art and Artists Foundation (KAAF) 
at his home in Harwan, the valley’s 
first printmaking studio. The initia-

tive brought leading printmakers 
from across India and opened new 
doors for young Kashmiri artists to 
learn and create within their own 
homeland.

Faiyaz’s hospitality was an exten-
sion of his creative spirit. Even when 
illness slowed him down, he kept 
welcoming people with the same 
warmth. His friends from journal-
ism, theatre, and literature often 
visited him at residence, where he 
shared memories of the Observer 
days and his dreams for Kashmir’s 

art scene. He would serve tea, talk 
about poetry, and end every conver-
sation with his familiar smile.

When the news of his passing 
spread, it felt like a page had turned 
in Kashmir’s cultural story. The man 
who once helped others find their 
voice had fallen silent.

But in that silence, his words still 
echo in his poems, in the stories 
he edited, and in the memories of 
those who sat beside him in smoke-
filled newsrooms or Delhi cafés.

Faiyaz Dilbar belonged to an era 
when art was an act of faith and 
friendship a way of survival. He 
bridged the gap between print and 
screen, between Kashmir and the 
world, and between nostalgia and 
progress.

His life was a conversation that 
never truly ended.

— The author is a journalist, 

friend, and admirer of an 

unforgettable artist.

The Struggle for Work and Worth in Kashmir
Degrees hang on walls, dreams turn to smoke, and still the young of Kashmir 

rise each morning, carrying both hope and heartbreak in equal measure.

Falak Fayaz

At twenty, life should open 
like a window. You study 
hard, finish college, and 

hope the world will make space 
for you.

But in Kashmir, twenty feels 
more like standing in a long 
corridor where every door 
stays closed. The sound of pos-
sibility is missing.

What fills the air instead is 
the shuffle of shoes outside 
employment offices, the low 
buzz of phones with new job 
alerts, and the same question 
playing in everyone’s mind: 
Where do we go from here?

When there is no work for 
the hands, the heart begins to 
sink.

Jammu and Kashmir’s un-
employment rate stands at 17.1 
percent, nearly double the na-
tional average, according to the 
Centre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy. The numbers tell one 
story, the faces tell another.

There is an engineer driving 
a cab, a postgraduate selling 
apples, and a teacher waiting 
for a call that never comes.

These are not people without 
ambition. They studied, pre-
pared, and waited. The system 
simply stopped meeting them 
halfway.

A graduate from Sopore said 
it best: “We were told to build 
our wings, but no one gave us 
the sky.”

Education once felt like a sa-
cred promise in Kashmir. Par-
ents sold land, took loans, and 
believed that degrees would 
bring respect and stability.

Today, those degrees hang 
on cracked walls, reminders 
of hope that didn’t reach its 
destination.

Socrates once said the hun-
ger of the mind is harder to 
satisfy than the hunger of the 
body. That hunger burns across 
the valley.

Students work late into 
the night, but when morning 
comes, there are no jobs to 
greet them. From Srinagar to 
Pulwama, the story is the same: 
“We are qualified for nothing 
that exists, and nothing exists 
for what we are qualified for.”

This is not simple jobless-
ness. It feels like a theft of pur-
pose.

When purpose fades, many 
look for escape.

Drug addiction in Kashmir 
has grown into one of its dark-
est crises. Reports estimate 
nearly seventy-five thousand 
active users, most between sev-
enteen and thirty-three.

In IMHANS Srinagar, the 
main rehabilitation hospital, 
corridors smell of disinfectant 
and despair.

A single puff behind a college 
gate, and a pill passed around 

at a party are small beginnings 
that often end with a parent 
praying beside a hospital bed.

A rehabilitation worker once 
said, “Our youth are not addict-
ed to drugs. They are addicted 
to forgetting.”

Forgetting feels easier than 
facing another day of waiting.

Crime statistics reflect the 
same hopelessness. Street 
fights, petty thefts, and knife 
attacks involve boys who 
should still be in college. They 
are called “frustrated youth.”

Frustration is not a crime. It 
is what happens when effort 

meets a wall.
Elders like to say, “An empty 

mind is the devil’s workshop.” The 
young ask, “Who emptied it?”

Kashmir’s culture once grew 
from patience, work, and cre-
ativity. There were looms, or-
chards, and songs. Today, social 
media fills that space.

Screens promise luxury with-
out labour. Influencers perform 
success while those watching 
scroll through another day of 
uncertainty.

The old crafts fade as fast as 
new reels appear.

Mental health adds another 

heavy layer. The World Health 
Organization reports that Kash-
mir faces one of India’s high-
est rates of depression and 
post-traumatic stress. Therapy 
remains a distant concept for 
many. People have learned to 
carry pain as a routine part of 
life. Uncertainty has become 
a shared inheritance passed 
down through decades of con-
flict and loss.

Living with uncertainty here 
takes strength. Continuing to 
dream inside it takes courage.

Still, hope shows up in small 
ways.

A boy opens a café with his 
friends. A girl writes about 
healing. A craftsman teaches 
his art to keep it alive.

Each act, however small, be-
comes a stand against despair.

A teacher once asked, “If the 
hands that should build our 
future are losing themselves in 
smoke, who failed whom: the 
youth, or the system that gave 
them no sky to fly?”

That question still lingers. 
What kind of future will these 
young people shape? Will they 
build companies or break un-
der the weight of waiting? Will 
they write poems or police re-
ports?

Kashmir’s beauty has always 
been told through snow, moun-
tains, and lakes. But its real 
beauty now lies in its people, 
the ones who wake up every 
morning, keep faith, and try 
once more to find their place in 
the world.

— The author can be reached at 

falakfayaz.bhat69@gmail.com
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Urdu Scholar and Icon Dr Arfa Sayeda Passes Away
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Dr Arfa Sayeda Zehra, 
a distinguished educationist, 
scholar, public intellectual, and 
one of the finest custodians of 
Urdu in the subcontinent, passed 
away in Lahore on Monday. She 
was 88. In a statement, her fam-
ily said, “With aching hearts, we 
share that our beloved Dr Arfa 
Sayeda Zehra—Lahore’s proud 
daughter, our dearest aunt/sis-
ter, and a beacon of intellect, 

grace and love—has returned to 
her Creator.” Her funeral will be 
held on Tuesday, November 11, 
at Jamia Masjid Askari, Gulberg, 
followed by burial at her family 
graveyard in Cavalry Ground.

Condolences began pouring in, 
with many saying her departure 
marks the 'end of an era defined 
by wisdom, dignity, and grace'. 
Celebrities, academics, and ad-
mirers remembered her for her 
intellect and mentorship, call-
ing her an enduring symbol of 

scholarship and moral courage.
A scholar of Urdu language and 

literature, Dr Zehra specialised 
in intellectual history and South 
Asian social thought. Her work 
explored the intersections of his-
tory, gender, and power, often 
challenging patriarchal and so-
cial hierarchies. A familiar voice 
in televised debates and literary 
forums, she combined academic 
depth with clarity of expression 
— making complex ideas acces-
sible to public audiences.

Educated at Lahore College for 
Women University and Government 
College University, with advanced 
studies at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa, Dr Zehra’s academic career 
was marked by her relentless pur-
suit of truth and her commitment 
to education as a force for social 
transformation.

Throughout her life, Dr Zehra 
remained an unflinching and 
fearless voice on issues of gender 
equality, education, religious tol-
erance, and social justice. 

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE
Budgam, Nagrota

in Budgam
In Budgam, a high-voltage campaign concluded 

on Sunday with major political parties making their 
final appeals to voters. The National Conference 
(NC) has fielded Aga Mehmood, while the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) is represented by Aga 
Syed Muntazir. The BJP has nominated Aga Syed 
Mohsin, with AAP’s Deeba Khan, AIP’s Nazir Ahmad 
Khan, and independents Muntazir Mohiuddin and 
Muhammad Maqbool Bhat also in the fray.

Once an NC bastion, Budgam has become a 
multi-cornered battlefield, with local indepen-
dents and smaller parties seeking to tap into voter 
discontent over unfulfilled promises.

Historically a National Conference bastion, 
Budgam was represented for three consecutive 
terms by Aga Ruhullah before Omar Abdullah’s 
victory in 2024. This time, however, internal rifts 
within the NC and the presence of multiple strong 
candidates have made the bypoll a major test of the 
party’s standing in central Kashmir.

The campaign in Budgam witnessed heavy po-
litical activity till the final hour. Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, joined by Advisor Nasir Aslam 
Wani, led roadshows for NC candidate Mohammad 
Mahmood, urging voters to “support progress and 
stability.”

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti canvassed for her 
party’s nominee Aga Syed Muntazir, while the BJP 
pushed a spirited campaign for Aga Syed Mohsin, 
with senior leaders, including Leader of Opposition 
Sunil Sharma, addressing several rallies.

 According to election officials, 1,26,025 voters 
will cast their ballots across 173 polling stations, all 
equipped with Assured Minimum Facilities (AMFs), 
including drinking water, electricity, ramps for spe-
cially-abled voters, and toilets.

Returning Officer Afrooza Bano said polling par-
ties have been dispatched and adequate security 
arrangements have been made to ensure peaceful 
voting.

Three-Way Battle in Nagrota
The segment is witnessing a three-cornered con-

test among the BJP, National Conference (NC) and 
the Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party 
(JKNPP).

The bypoll was necessitated following the de-
mise of former MLA Devender Singh Rana on 
October 31 last year.

His 30-year-old daughter, Devyani Rana, riding 
on public sympathy and goodwill, is contesting on 
a BJP ticket.

She faces NC’s 37-year-old nominee Shamim 
Begum, a postgraduate in Urdu and a sitting District 
Development Council (DDC) member, and JKNPP 
president Harsh Dev Singh, a senior advocate and 
former education minister.

“All necessary arrangements have been put in 
place for smooth polling. Adequate security mea-
sures have also been ensured,” a senior official said.

He added that polling staff, static and mobile 
surveillance teams, and magistrates have been de-
ployed across booths.

A total of 97,893 voters are eligible to cast their 
vote at 154 polling stations.

Campaigning concluded on Sunday evening. 
Leaders from multiple parties camped in the con-
stituency over the past month.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, Union Minister 
Jitendra Singh, Deputy Chief Minister Surinder 
Choudhary, and several senior NC and BJP leaders 
addressed rallies in support of their respective can-
didates. BJP president Sat Sharma also canvassed 
for Devyani Rana.

Devyani Rana, an economics graduate from the 
University of California who manages her fam-
ily’s media and automobile businesses, has prom-
ised a “professional and inclusive approach to 
development”.

Begum, banking on her grassroots connect and 
NC cadre support, has projected herself as a candi-
date of continuity and service delivery at the local 
level.

Harsh Dev Singh, who represented Ramnagar for 
three consecutive terms in 1996, 2002 and 2008, is 
contesting from Nagrota for the first time.

Anil Sharma, a former sarpanch and BJP rebel, 
is contesting as an Independent after failing to se-
cure the party mandate. Another lawyer, Joginder 
Singh, is in the fray as the AAP candidate. Five more 
Independents are also contesting.

Nagrota has alternated between the BJP and NC 
over five elections since 1996. Ajatshatru Singh 
(NC) won in 1996, followed by BJP’s Jugal Kishore 
Sharma in 2002 and 2008. Devender Singh Rana 
won the seat for NC in 2014 and retained it in 2024 
as a BJP candidate after switching parties in 2021.

The Congress has not fielded a candidate and did 
not formally join the NC campaign despite being 
coalition partners at the union territory level.

Candidates made final appeals urging voters to 
turn up in large numbers on polling day.

Tight Security and Restrictions
To maintain law and order, prohibitory or-

ders under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and Section 189 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) remain in effect 
from 6 p.m. on November 9 to 6 p.m. on November 
11, marking the mandatory election silence period.

Authorities have assured that all polling stations, 
security measures, and logistics are in place, urging 
voters to turn out in large numbers.

Tomorrow’s by-polls in Budgam and Nagrota are 
being closely watched as a litmus test for major 
political parties, setting the tone for Jammu and 
Kashmir’s evolving political landscape.

Nov 11 Paid Holiday
General Administration Department on October 

16, 2025.
According to the order, the poll day will be treat-

ed as a paid holiday for all persons employed in any 
business, trade, industrial undertaking, or other es-
tablishments who are entitled to vote in these con-
stituencies. No deduction or abatement of wages 
shall be made on account of the holiday.

The order further states that any employer who 
contravenes the provision shall be liable to a fine 
extending up to five hundred rupees. However, the 
rule will not apply to any elector whose absence 
may cause danger or substantial loss to the employ-
ment in which they are engaged.

The government has clarified that this paid holi-
day will also be recognized under Section 25 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, ensuring that all 
government and private offices falling under the 
notified constituencies observe the closure on the 
poll day.

Traffic Plan
the smooth movement of polling staff, elec-

tion materials, and general vehicular traffic in and 
around Budgam town.

According to the advisory issued by the office of 
the Senior Superintendent of Police, Traffic Rural 
Kashmir, specific route plans have been drawn up 
for November 10 and 11 to streamline logistics and 
avoid congestion during the crucial election period.

Under Route-01, on November 10, vehicles mov-
ing from Beerwah, Nasrulla Pora, Soibugh, Bemina, 
Khumani Chowk, and Mirgund towards Budgam 
will follow the route:

Nasrullapora – Soibugh – Bemina – Khumani 
Chowk – Mirgund – Railway Approach Road 
Srinagar – New Bus Stand Budgam between 07:00 
hours and 00:00 hours.

Similarly, under Route-02, on November 11, ve-
hicular movement from Main Chowk Budgam to-
wards DC Office, Mirgund, Beerwah, and Bemina 
will follow the route:

Main Chowk Budgam – Railway Station Budgam 
– Reshipora – Beerwah – Sebdan – Bemina between 
07:00 hours and 00:00 hours.

Officials said these arrangements have been put 
in place to ensure a hassle-free distribution and 
collection of polling materials and to facilitate the 
smooth movement of polling personnel.

Senior Superintendent of Police, Traffic Rural 
Kashmir, Ravinder Pal Singh, urged the public 
and commuters to extend full cooperation to the 
authorities and strictly adhere to the advisory 
for the successful and peaceful conduct of the 
bye-elections.

“Traffic police personnel will be deployed at key 
intersections to guide movement and ensure mini-
mal disruption. The public is advised to plan their 
travel accordingly,” the advisory read.

8 Dead, Dozens
hospital, a few kilometres away.
Delhi Police Commissioner Satish Golcha said 

the car, in which the blast took place, had some 
occupants.

According to a senior police officer, "The blast oc-
curred in a moving Hyundai i20 car in which three 
people were sitting. We have not found any pellet 
or puncture in the body of the injured, which is 
unusual in a bomb blast. We are investigating all 
angles."

Police sources said the car was registered in the 
name of one Nadeem Khan and bore a Haryana 
number plate.

A high alert has been sounded in Delhi, and secu-
rity has been beefed up at city border points, with 
vehicle checking intensified.

Panic gripped the area as fire billowed from 
burning cars following the explosion.

Videos shared by the Chandni Chowk Traders' 
Association revealed the magnitude of the blast. 
A mangled body could be seen lying on a vehicle, 
while another clip showed a body on the road. 
Eyewitnesses said body parts could be seen scat-
tered near the blast site.

Ten fire tenders were rushed to the spot as police 
cordoned off the area, the Delhi Fire Services said. 
The blaze caused by the blast was brought under 
control by 7.29 pm, officials said.

Golcha told reporters that Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah is being regularly briefed about the 
incident.

"There was a blast around 6.52 pm in a slow-
moving vehicle at a traffic signal near the Red Fort 
metro station. There were passengers inside the 
vehicle. Other vehicles got affected. All agencies -- 
Delhi Police, Forensic Science Laboratory, National 
Investigation Agency (NIA), National Security 
Guard (NSG) -- have arrived and they are taking 
stock of the situation," he said.

Shah spoke to the Delhi police chief and the di-
rector of the Intelligence Bureau to take stock of the 
situation. He directed the chiefs of the NSG, NIA 
and forensic sciences to send expert teams to the 
blast site to assist the probe and collect evidence.

India On High Alert
scenes of chaos and panic. Body parts were seen 

scattered across the road, and the windows of near-
by shops and metro facilities were shattered.

Alerts Issued Across States
In the wake of the Delhi blast, several states 

— including Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Bihar, West Bengal, and 
Odisha — issued high alerts and tightened security 
measures at critical locations.

In Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
ordered a state-wide alert, directing police to inten-
sify patrols and maintain high vigilance at metro 
stations, temples, malls, and crowded areas. Quick 
Response Teams (QRTs), bomb squads, and ATS 
units were deployed, with special checks underway 

in Ayodhya, Varanasi, and Lucknow.
In Haryana, Director General of Police O. P. Singh 

confirmed that police have been deployed at inter-
state borders, parking lots, and transport hubs. 
“Special vigilance is being maintained in NCR dis-
tricts. Citizens are urged to report any suspicious 
objects or persons,” he said.

In Punjab, a red alert was sounded across all 
districts, with police patrolling sensitive locations 
and conducting extensive vehicle checks. “We are 
maintaining strict surveillance in all districts,” said 
a police spokesperson.

Maharashtra Police also stepped up security at 
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, 
Dadar, and Kalyan stations, with dog squads and 
bomb detection teams deployed. Railway police 
have urged passengers not to touch unidentified 
objects.

In Kolkata, Commissioner Manoj Verma said po-
lice have been instructed to remain on high alert, 
especially near metro stations and crowded zones. 
Security was intensified around Eden Gardens, 
where India is scheduled to play South Africa in a 
Test match later this week.

Odisha Police heightened security around the 
Jagannath Temple in Puri, major religious sites, 
and the Integrated Test Range in Balasore. Similar 
directives were issued in Bihar, where polling for 
the second phase of Assembly elections is due on 
November 11.

Gujarat Police too ordered all units to remain 
vigilant and increase patrolling at railway stations, 
airports, and major city hubs.

India Will Lead
and improve people’s lives.
“Our prime objective is improving the lives of 

people and driving economic growth through cut-
ting-edge innovation,” Sinha said.

He called on the graduating students to embrace 
courage, creativity, and curiosity in their profes-
sional journeys. “Where there is fearlessness, there 
is invention. Where there is courage, there is new 
scientific discovery,” he remarked.

Highlighting India’s growing technology ecosys-
tem, the LG said the country has “succeeded in cre-
ating a dynamic environment for innovation” and 
is poised to take the lead in the next wave of deep-
tech development.

“AI and automation are still in relatively early 
stages, but we are entering a new phase of accel-
eration that will drive future growth and develop-
ment,” he said, adding that this transformation will 
open vast opportunities for the youth.

He pointed out that sectors such as renewable 
energy, green technology, defence, aerospace, bio-
technology, automation, robotics, and healthcare 
will see rapid growth and require millions of skilled 
professionals in the coming years.

“Scientists and engineers across the world are 
competing to discover new frontiers of technology. 
You must create your own space in this exploration 
and make a positive impact,” he said.

Sinha also noted that nearly 89% of India’s start-
ups are engaged in technological innovation, and 
through the Seven Pillars of the National AI Mission, 
the country will bring transformative changes in 
agriculture, healthcare, climate, and governance.
Lauding Bhilai’s legacy in industrial development, 
the Lieutenant Governor said IIT Bhilai must carry 
that legacy forward and act as a driving force 
for India’s technical education and innovation 
ecosystem.

PM, Shah Review
Delhi Police commissioner, the director of the 

Intelligence Bureau and the Union home secretary 
to take stock of the situation following the blast, 
sources said.

The three top officers briefed him about the in-
cident, they said.

Experts of the NSG and investigators of the NIA 
have rushed to the blast site, sources said. The NSG 
team comprised explosive experts, while the NIA 
team consisted of investigators experienced in ter-
ror cases.

A team of forensic experts has also rushed to the 
spot, sources said.

A high-intensity explosion ripped through a car 
near the Red Fort metro station on Monday eve-
ning, gutting several vehicles and killing at least 
eight people, officials said.

Twenty-four people were injured in the blast 
that took place on a busy evening when the area 
was milling with people. The injured were taken to 
the LNJP hospital, a few kilometres away.

Hours after the incident, Shah, accompanied by 
senior police officers and doctors, met the injured 
at the hospital. He visited several wards of the hos-
pital and interacted with the injured.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he has re-
viewed with Home Minister Amit Shah and other 
officials about the situation following the explosion 
near the Red Fort metro station on Monday.

"Condolences to those who have lost their loved 
ones in the blast in Delhi earlier this evening. May 
the injured recover at the earliest," PM Modi said 
on X.

"Those affected are being assisted by authorities. 
Reviewed the situation with Home Minister Amit 
Shah Ji and other officials," he added.

Earlier, government sources said PM Modi had 
taken stock of the situation and spoken with Shah, 
and taken an update.

2 Kashmiri Doctors
inflammable material — possibly ammonium ni-

trate — was recovered. I want to make it clear that it 
is not RDX. The operation is still underway,” Gupta 
said.

The explosives were found stored in 14 bags in a 

single room along with a rifle, three magazines, 83 
live rounds, a pistol, 20 electronic timers, batteries, 
24 remote devices, walkie-talkies, and wiring. The 
rifle, Gupta clarified, is an assault weapon resem-
bling an AK-series gun. “The chemicals and devices 
could have been used to prepare IEDs,” he added.

A local cleric has also been detained for ques-
tioning, while forensic experts are examining 
the seized materials. Cases under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and the Arms Act 
have been registered. “Further searches and arrests 
are likely as the investigation expands to track han-
dlers and funding sources,” Gupta said.

Terror Module Spread Across States
In Srinagar, the J&K Police described the bust as 

a “major counter-terror success”, revealing an inter-
state and transnational network of radicalised pro-
fessionals and students allegedly in contact with 
foreign handlers in Pakistan and other countries.

According to the police statement, the investiga-
tion began after Jaish-e-Mohammad posters sur-
faced in Nowgam, Srinagar, on October 19, threat-
ening security forces.

 Officials said the probe has so far led to the 
arrest of eight accused — Arif Nisar Dar, Yasir-ul-
Ashraf, Maqsood Ahmad Dar, Molvi Irfan Ahmad 
(Imam from Shopian), Zameer Ahmad Ahanger, 
Dr. Muzammil Ahmad Ganaie, Dr. Adeel, and Dr. 
Shaheen Shahid, a Lucknow-based doctor whose 
vehicle was allegedly used to transport arms and 
explosives.

The investigation uncovered a “white-collar ter-
ror ecosystem” involving radicalised professionals 
who allegedly raised funds under the guise of social 
and charitable causes, channelled money through 
encrypted communication platforms, and coordi-
nated logistics for terror outfits.

Searches were also conducted in Srinagar, 
Anantnag, Ganderbal, Shopian, Faridabad, and 
Saharanpur, leading to the recovery of a large cache 
of arms, ammunition, and 2,900 kilograms of IED-
making material, including chemicals, circuits, bat-
teries, and metal sheets.

A senior J&K Police officer said, “The investiga-
tion has revealed how radicalised professionals and 
academics were being used to build logistical and 
financial networks for banned terror organisations.”

Financial probes into fund flows are underway, 
with central agencies assisting in tracing the larger 
network.

“This investigation is a testimony to the diligent 
efforts and determination of the police teams in-
volved. J&K Police remain steadfast in stamping out 
terrorism,” the official statement added.

Authorities said further arrests are expected as 
investigators track digital and financial trails across 
multiple states.

JKP Seeks Bail
those involved in anti-national activities.” The 

official added that bail is “a legal relief, not a licence 
to resume unlawful behaviour”, stressing that such 
individuals will face immediate re-arrest upon can-
cellation of bail.

Similarly, in Anantnag, police have filed nine 
applications for bail cancellation against accused 
persons facing trial under UAPA who were found 
breaching court-imposed conditions. Officials said 
several of these individuals had re-established 
contact with terror networks and were involved in 
activities “prejudicial to public peace and national 
security”.

The violations, police said, came to light through 
regular case reviews and surveillance of individu-
als released on bail. “The step reflects our resolve 
to ensure that legal reliefs do not become loopholes 
aiding those intent on destabilising peace,” a police 
spokesperson said, adding that the move under-
scores J&K Police’s zero-tolerance policy towards 
any attempt to revive terror ecosystems.

In Shopian, police filed 13 applications for bail 
cancellation in similar UAPA cases, after several ac-
cused were found violating bail terms and re-en-
gaging in subversive activities. The violations were 
“meticulously documented” through continuous 
monitoring, the statement said.

Police officials emphasised that the legal action 
is part of a broader strategy to dismantle terror sup-
port networks and reinforce accountability among 
those facing terrorism charges. The campaign, they 
said, ensures that those released on bail are not al-
lowed to exploit judicial leniency to fuel unlawful 
or extremist activities.

“Maintaining peace and rule of law remains 
the top priority,” police said in a statement, add-
ing that operations would continue to identify and 
act against anyone misusing judicial provisions to 
undermine security or sovereignty in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Valley-Wide Raids
carried out in close coordination with security 

forces, aims to dismantle terror support structures, 
trace individuals involved in subversive activities, 
and strengthen the security grid across the Kashmir 
Valley.

In Anantnag, police teams conducted raids at 
Lal Chowk and near District Jail Kheribal, targeting 
suspected JKNOP-linked operatives and individu-
als accused under UAPA. Several premises were 
searched, identities verified, and movements of 
suspected persons closely monitored, officials said.

In Pulwama, police carried out third consecutive 
day of operations, raiding multiple suspected loca-
tions associated with JKNOP and other terror asso-
ciates. The searches focused on dismantling sleeper 
cells and preventing regrouping of networks in-
volved in aiding terrorism.

Similar operations were conducted in 
Awantipora, where police raided locations linked 
to recent encounters and killed terrorists, including 

the residences of their associates. The searches 
were part of sustained efforts to identify active and 
inactive terror operatives and remove their support 
base.

In Shopian, police continued searches and raids 
for the third straight day across various areas to 
disrupt the terror ecosystem, while in Baramulla, 
a massive preventive crackdown was carried out 
to choke financial and logistical channels aiding 
militants.

According to officials, 16 properties linked with 
Pakistan-based Kashmiri natives were searched, 
while 23 Over Ground Worker (OGW) locations 
were raided. At least 31 individuals were bound 
down under preventive laws for aiding or support-
ing anti-national activities.

Police also inspected SIM card vendors for com-
pliance with verification norms, checked over 
175 vehicles at strategic points, and conducted 32 
CASOs simultaneously across the district.

“These sustained operations reflect the police’s 
proactive and multi-layered strategy to neutralize 
terror ecosystems, reinforce public safety, and pre-
serve hard-earned peace across the Valley,” a police 
spokesperson said.

The Jammu and Kashmir Police reaffirmed their 
unwavering resolve to continue such preventive 
and intelligence-based operations in coordination 
with other security agencies, warning that any net-
work or individual attempting to disrupt peace will 
face strict action under law.

From Downtown To Delhi
met at KNB and quickly became friends. Later, 

when I worked with Vinod Dua on a major Kashmir 
feature, I asked Faiyaz to fill in for me for a few days. 
That small assignment changed his life.”

Dua, struck by Dilbar’s sharp mind and humour, 
invited him to Delhi. There, amid the hum of televi-
sion studios and editing rooms, the Srinagar scribe 
found a new beat.

In Delhi, Dilbar worked with Frontline and 
Observer Video Magazine, among others. The city 
opened its doors to him, but he carried the valley 
inside: its idioms, silences, and layered grief. His 
poems bore that imprint.

His 2004 collection Haarnìs Taapas Andar, intro-
duced by Jnanpith awardee Rahman Rahi, reflected 
a Kashmiri soul tempered by the discipline of Urdu 
form. Friends recall how he would recite verses 
over endless cups of tea, his laughter punctuating 
even his most serious observations.

When violence surged in the 1990s, Dilbar and 
his wife, artist and printmaker Nasreen Mohsin, 
offered their Delhi home as refuge to friends dis-
placed by the turmoil. Jameel remembers that gen-
erosity vividly.

“After the 1995 parcel bomb that killed Mushtaq 
Ali and left me badly injured, it was Faiyaz and 
Nasreen who stood by me,” he said. “They helped 
us find a place to live. He was more than a col-
league. He was family.”

Those who knew him remember his humour as 
much as his intellect. Mohammad Saleem of the 
Press Club of Kashmir spoke of how Dilbar would 
appear unannounced at his office, share a few 
jokes, and vanish again with his trademark haste. 
“He could turn a tense newsroom into a place of 
laughter,” Saleem said.

After two decades in Delhi, Dilbar returned 
home. At Harwan, overlooking Dal Lake, he and 
Nasreen built a house they named Koh-i-Daman. 
The streets around it were given Kashmiri names: 
Goudnuik Kocha, Doyum Kocha, Tryum Kocha. It 
was his way of reclaiming belonging.

From that house, the couple launched the 
Kashmir Art and Artists Foundation (KAAF), the 
valley’s first printmaking studio.

The initiative drew celebrated printmakers from 
across India, offering workshops for young art-
ists who had long lacked such opportunities. “We 
wanted Kashmiris to have a space where creativ-
ity could grow without leaving home,” Nasreen had 
said at its opening.

Through KAAF, Dilbar’s vision expanded beyond 
words. He saw art as a form of healing, a dialogue 
between ink, paper, and imagination.

Even as his health declined, he remained in-
volved, helping curate workshops and mentoring 
writers. His last public appearance was at the stu-
dio, his voice faint but spirited, speaking about art 
as “a bridge between pain and beauty.”

Colleagues describe him as a man of many lan-
guages and many lives: poet, filmmaker, novelist, 
journalist, presenter. His Urdu carried the grace of 
Delhi’s old poets, while his Kashmiri verses smelled 
of deep belonging.

Tarique A. Bhat, who worked with him at 
Srinagar Times, called him “a gentle force of bril-
liance.” He remembered the long nights they spent 
debating politics, faith, and philosophy. “His feature 
Pakaan Dour-e-Falak will always echo in my mind,” 
Bhat said. “He was more than a friend. He was an 
elder brother.”

To his peers, Faiyaz Dilbar represented a genera-
tion that saw journalism and poetry as twin acts of 
truth-telling.

His pen carried empathy, even when writ-
ing about conflict. His work reminded readers 
that Kashmir’s heart beats in its words, softly and 
stubbornly.

On the morning of his funeral, as Harwan 
shimmered under a pale sun, mourners recited 
a few lines in farewell to the fallen poet: Zindagi 
chhu ek sheher, magar har mohallus andar gham 
chu basaan. Life is a city where every street 
holds sorrow.

Along with his wife and son, Dilbar leaves behind 
verses that carry the warmth of home, a laughter 
that eased the weight of truth, and a generation of 
writers who drew strength from his voice.

Plea Seeking Death Penalty For Yasin Malik
NIA Requests Delhi HC To Hold In-Camera Hearing
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) on 
Monday asked the Delhi High 
Court for in-camera proceed-
ings while hearing the agency's 
appeal seeking death penalty 
for Kashmiri separatist leader 
Yasin Malik in the 2017 terror 
funding case.

A bench of Justices Vivek 
Chaudhary and Manoj Jain said 

the plea would be considered af-
ter NIA's counsel, Special Public 
Prosecutor Akshai Malik, re-
quested to conduct the proceed-
ings in-camera and provide a 
private virtual link. Yasin Malik, 
who appeared through video 
conferencing from Tihar jail, 
said he was subjected to psy-
chological torture because of the 
protracted delay of around three 
years in deciding the appeal.

The bench has posted the 

matter to January 28 for hear-
ing the arguments.

In September, Yasin Malik, 
in an 85-page affidavit sub-
mitted before the high court, 
claimed that he spent nearly 
three decades as a key figure in 
a state-sanctioned "backchan-
nel" mechanism, working with 
a succession of prime minis-
ters, intelligence chiefs and 
even business tycoons to foster 
peace in Jammu and Kashmir.
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Sgr Records Coldest Night 
of Season

Amid dry weather conditions, the winter 
chill has gripped Kashmir with most of the 
places recording the sub-zero temperature 

last night. As per the details available, Srinagar 
recorded the first sub-zero temperature night of 
the season at minus 0.1 degree on Sunday.

The temperatures below freezing point were also 
recorded at Pahalgam, Qazigund, Kupwara and Gul-
marg. In Pahalgam, the mercury settled at minus 
3.2 degree Celsius while Gulmarg recorded a low of 
minus 0.2 degree.

Qazigund recorded a low of minus 0.9 degree 
and Kupwara’s night temperature settled at minus 
1.2 degree Celsius.

According to KNO, the weather is expected to re-
main dry for the next few days. The weatherman has 
predicted that the night temperature may plummet 
further in coming days. (Observer News Service)

Omar-Led Govt 
‘Directionless’: Mehbooba

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) president Meh-
booba Mufti on Monday launched a blistering 
attack on Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, ac-

cusing him of deceiving the public, failing to fulfil 
pre-poll promises, and running what she termed as 
a “directionless government”.

Addressing a press conference here, Mehbooba, 
as per KNO said the National Conference (NC) and 
its leadership have “nothing to tell the people” after 
one year of governance.

“Today, they (NC) have nothing to say to the 
public on the by-poll. Omar Abdullah, who had 
said he would remove smart meters when he came 
to power, is now advocating for them. He’s asking 
people to install solar panels, saying later he will 
see about free electricity units," she said. "The cyl-
inders they promised are nowhere to be found, and 
unemployment and inflation are higher than ever."

The former Chief Minister said that despite the 
National Conference and Congress alliance securing 
a strong majority in the last assembly elections, the 
government had failed to deliver on even a single 
major promise.

“It’s been more than a year since the government 
was formed. People came out in large numbers, 
even in areas where there were boycotts, because 
they were fed up with rising electricity fees, unem-
ployment, inflation, and bulldozer actions against 
the poor. They wanted a government that would 
stand by them. But after a year, people are again 
asking: what has this government done?” she said.

Mufti accused Omar of deflecting public ques-
tions by repeatedly bringing up the PDP-BJP alliance. 
“Instead of answering people about his own per-
formance, Omar Sahib has only one thing to say — 
PDP, BJP, PDP, BJP — as if that will solve the people’s 
problems. This shows his frustration and lack of 
substance,” she remarked  (Observer News Service)

Health Experts Urge Timely 
Immunisation to Protect Children

Health experts have termed timely immunisa-
tion as a vital public health tool to protect 
infants and children from deadly, prevent-

able diseases.
Immunisation, also called vaccination, is a pro-

cess in which a person is made immune or resistant 
to an infectious disease by administering vaccines 
that stimulate the body’s own immune system to 
fight future infections.

Once a vaccine enters the body, it triggers the 
production of antibodies. These antibodies remain 
in the body and help recognise and destroy the 
disease-causing organism if it attacks later.

Dr Murtaza, a general physician at the Direc-
torate of Health Services (DHSK), speaking to 
KNO said that due to immunisation, diseases like 
smallpox were completely eradicated globally, 
while others such as polio, measles, diphtheria and 
tetanus have drastically reduced.

"Vaccines save millions of lives every year. A 
child who receives routine vaccines at the cor-
rect schedule gets protection against several fatal 
illnesses that can otherwise lead to disability or 
death," he said.

He added that immunisation not only protects 
the vaccinated individual but also the community 
by reducing the spread of infections. This is known 
as herd immunity — meaning when the majority of 
people are immunised, the remaining unvaccinated 
population, such as newborns or those with weak 
immunity, also gets indirect protection.

Another doctor, Dr Javid Ahmad Mir, said that 
routine immunisation given under the national 
programmes covers diseases like polio, Hepatitis-B, 
tuberculosis (BCG), rotavirus, pneumococcal infec-
tion, measles-rubella, DPT (diphtheria, pertussis, 
tetanus) and others. (Observer News Service)

Police Foil Daily Wagers 
Protest In Jammu

Police on Monday foiled a protest march by 
hundreds of daily wage employees of the Jal 
Shakti Department, who had taken out a rally 

to gherao the Civil Secretariat here, demanding the 
regularisation of their services and the release of 
pending wages.

The protest, which began near Indira Chowk, 
saw a large gathering of workers from various 
departments, including the Jal Shakti Department, 
Power Development Department (PDD), and other 
civil sector units. The protesters marched towards 
the Civil Secretariat but were stopped by police 
near the main bridge, leading to a brief standoff.

Witnesses said the workers, shouting slogans 
in support of their demands, blocked parts of the 
road, causing traffic disruptions in the area. Police 
had to place barricades to prevent them from 
proceeding further. Officials said the protesters 
were allowed to demonstrate peacefully but were 
stopped from entering the high-security Civil 
Secretariat area.

As the protest continued, the traffic movement 
around Indira Chowk and nearby routes was af-
fected. (Observer News Service)

CM OMAR PRAISED 
IUST’S “REMARKABLE 
GROWTH IN A SHORT 
SPAN” and said the 
university had emerged 
as a centre for innovation, 
technology, and 
contemporary learning.

IUST Marks 20 Years; CM Opens 
Radio Station, New Facilities
Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: The Islamic Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy (IUST) on Sunday celebrated 
its 20th Foundation Day, with 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
inaugurating a community radio 
station, a new girls’ hostel, and 
a technology expo showcasing 
student innovations at the Awa-
ntipora campus.

Addressing the gathering, 
Omar praised IUST’s “remark-
able growth in a short span” and 
said the university had emerged 
as a centre for innovation, tech-
nology, and contemporary learn-
ing. He assured full government 
support for its future initiatives 
and said the new radio station 
would help “take the university’s 
voice to the wider community.”

Advisor Nasir Aslam Wani and 
Minister Javid Ahmad Dar, who 
attended as guests of honour, 
lauded IUST’s efforts in entre-
preneurship, sustainable devel-
opment, and youth skill-build-

ing. Wani cited programmes 
such as “Design Your Own De-
gree” as examples of academic 
flexibility, while Dar urged the 
university to use innovation to 
address grassroots social and 
economic challenges.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Shakil 

Ahmad Romshoo outlined IUST’s 
Institutional Development 
Plan, highlighting its align-
ment with the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 and focus on 
digital governance, skilling, and 
research-linked learning. He 
also announced the university’s 

participation in the National 
Student Satellite Mission, under 
which a “Kashmir Satellite” is 
expected to be launched by the 
end of next year.

The event also featured the re-
lease of the university’s annual 
report and felicitation of five IUST 

students who won national gold 
medals in sports. A series of MoUs 
with industry partners were ex-
changed to strengthen academia–
industry collaboration.

The ceremony began with a 
welcome address by Prof. Ayaz 
Hassan Moon, Dean Academic Af-
fairs, and concluded with a vote 
of thanks by Registrar Prof. Abdul 
Wahid Makhdoomi, who reaf-
firmed IUST’s commitment to in-
novation and inclusive education. 

LG Sinha, CM Omar 
Mourn Victims of 
Explosion Near Red Fort
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor J&K Manoj Sinha 
on Monday expressed deep 
sorrow over the explosion 
near Red Fort that resulted 
in multiple fatalities. De-
scribing himself as “ex-
tremely pained” by the loss 
of lives, the LG conveyed 
his condolences to the be-
reaved families. “My deep-
est sympathies are with 
the families who lost their 
loved ones. I pray for the 
speedy recovery of those 
injured,” he said.

Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah also expressed 
“deep shock”. In a state-
ment shared on X by the 
Chief Minister’s Office, he 
extended condolences to 
the bereaved families and 
prayed for the swift recov-
ery of the injured.

Earlier, Prime Minister 
Modi said he was “deeply 
pained” by the loss of lives 
in the explosion and as-
sured that those affected 
were being assisted by au-

thorities. “Condolences to 
those who have lost their 
loved ones in the blast in 
Delhi earlier this evening. 
May the injured recover 
at the earliest. Those af-
fected are being assisted by 
authorities. Reviewed the 
situation with Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and other 
officials,” the Prime Minis-
ter said in a post on X.

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh termed the in-
cident “extremely painful 
and disturbing,” expressing 
solidarity with the bereaved 
families. “The blast in Delhi 
is deeply distressing. My 
heartfelt sympathies are 
with those who lost their 
loved ones. I pray for the 
early recovery of all those 
injured,” he said, adding that 
the tragedy demanded col-
lective strength and support.

'Fine Superstructure Without Foundation’

HC Upholds Discharge Of 8 In Graft Case
M Ahmad

SRINAGAR:  FIR should make 
out a prima facie case of con-
spiracy against accused per-
sons as one cannot have the 
construction of fine super-
structure without a founda-
tion, the High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh said on Monday, 
while upholding a 2022 trial 
court verdict that discharged 
eight accused — five engi-
neers and three contractors 
— in a case registered by the 
erstwhile Vigilance Organi-
zation Kashmir (now ACB-
Kashmir) in 2012.

The case had been regis-
tered on the basis of a verifi-
cation conducted regarding 
19 work components having 
been allotted and executed 
in the years 2007-08 and 
2008-09 i.e. after the period 
of more than five years.

“No explanation in regard 
to the belated registration of 
the FIR has been spelt out in 
the charge sheet filed before 
the trial court under Section 
173 Cr.P.C., more so, when 
the same was of significant 
importance, in view of the 
nature of the works in ques-
tion as also vulnerability of 

the same to natural wear and 
tear over a period of time,” a 
bench of Justice Javed Iqbal 
Wani said.

“Be that as it may, perusal 
of the record available on the 
file, inasmuch as, copy of the 
charge sheet in particular 
tends to show that prosecu-
tion (petitioner) has enumer-
ated 19 work components, 
claimed to have been in-
spected on multiple time by 
the Engineering Wing of the 
Vigilance Organization lastly 
in the year as per report dat-
ed 13.02.2018 and in respect 
of said work components 
figuring at Serial Nos. 9, 10, 
12, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18, no 
loss to the public exchequer 
has been found caused to 
the public exchequer, despite 
the fact that said works have 
had been executed in Kacha 
in and around agriculture 
land in the year 2007-08 and 
2008-09 and inspected be-
tween the years 2010-11 and 
2018,” the court said.

Besides, the court said, 
record also reveals that out 
of the 19 work components, 
four have been reported in 
the reports as “non verifi-
able” for obvious reasons as 

the works indisputably have 
had been executed on Kacha 
soil without any concrete 
and had remained exposed 
to ordinary wear and tear 
over a period of time.

The court said that the law 
was settled that there must 
have been an agreement be-
tween the persons, who are 
alleged to have conspired and 
that agreement should be ei-
ther for doing an illegal act or 
for doing by illegal means.

“The only relevant factor 
is that all means adopted 
and illegal acts done must 
be and purported to be in 
furtherance of the object of 
conspiracy,” the court said, 
adding, “Leveling of an alle-
gation of conspiracy without 
mentioning as to how, where 
and which of the conspira-
tors hatched conspiracy and 
for what purpose or circum-
stances warranting inference 
of existence of conspiracy is 
not enough to constitute an 
offence of conspiracy, but an 
FIR should make out a pri-
ma facie case of conspiracy 
against accused persons as 
one cannot have the con-
struction of fine superstruc-
ture without a foundation.”

“A closer examination of 
the impugned order reveals 
that trial court has been not 
only alive to the aforesaid 
facts and circumstances of 
the case, but also to the posi-
tion and principles of law laid 
down from time to time by 
the Apex Court in the mat-
ter of framing of charge and 
discharge and seemingly 
has passed a well reasoned 
order without committing 
any fault, illegality or impro-
priety,” the court said while 
upholding 2 July 2022 order 
passed by the Court of Special 
Judge (ACB Baramulla, Banid-
pora, and Kupwara).   Those 
discharged include Ishfaq Ah-
mad Zargar, the then Xen R&B 
Division Baramulla, Muneer 
Ahmad Sherwani, the then 
AEE, R&B Division Baram-
ulla , Khursheed Ahmad Ha-
keem, the then JE, R&B, Divi-
sion Baramulla, Mohammad 
Ashraf Dar, the then JE, R&B, 
Division Baramulla, Zahoor 
Hussain Bukhari, the then 
H.D, R&B Division Baramulla, 
Farooq Ahmad Bhat, then 
Contractor (Deceased), Reyaz 
Ashraf Banday (then Contrac-
tor) and Javid Abdullah Bhat 
(then Contractor).

J&K Police Crack Down on 
US-Based ‘Fai Network’

Authorities Target Drug Proceeds, 
Arrest Peddlers in Separate Operations
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Intensifying 
its crackdown on narcot-
ics trafficking, the Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) 
Kashmir on Sunday at-
tached property worth 
over ₹44 lakh belonging to 
a notorious drug peddler in 
Budgam. In separate opera-
tions in Anantnag and Pul-
wama, police arrested five 
drug peddlers and recov-
ered a significant quantity 
of contraband substances. 
Meanwhile, Ganderbal 
Police organised a drug 
awareness programme to 
sensitise youth about the 
harmful effects of sub-
stance abuse.

According to officials, 
ANTF Kashmir, along with 
Revenue Department au-
thorities, a Lambardar and 
a Chowkidar, attached a 
double-storey under-con-
struction residential house 
at Churumujru Beerwah in 
Budgam. The property be-
longs to Rouf Ahmad Bhat, 
son of Abdul Majeed Bhat, 
presently lodged in Central 
Jail Srinagar. The action was 
taken under Section 68-F of 
the NDPS Act, 1985.

The property was identi-
fied as an illegally acquired 
asset during financial in-
vestigations in case FIR No. 
02/2024 under Sections 
8/15 of the NDPS Act. Po-
lice said the investigation 
established that the house 
was raised using proceeds 
generated from the il-
licit trafficking of narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic 
substances.

“This action reflects 

ANTF’s commitment to 
disrupt the drug trade and 
target not only offenders 
but also the assets amassed 
from illegal activities,” offi-
cials said.

In South Kashmir, police 
arrested five drug ped-
dlers in separate anti-drug 
operations. In Anantnag, a 
naka checking team from 
Police Post Sherbagh in-
tercepted two suspects 
at Beig Bagh, Sarnal, and 
recovered 641 grams of 
charas-like substance 
from their possession. 
They were identified as 
Abdul Wahid Khan of Che-
ni Chowk and Amir Yousaf 
Khan of Maliknag.

In another operation in 
Krangsoo, police detained 
two individuals who at-
tempted to escape during 
patrolling. Upon search, 
7.6 kilograms of charas 
powder was seized. The ar-
rested men were identified 
as Kaiser Shakeel Wani and 
Firdous Ahmad Poya, both 
residents of Pehroo.

Meanwhile, in Pulwama, 
police from PS Litter ar-
rested Sharik Ahmad Dar 
of Litter and recovered 
266.5 grams of charas pow-
der from him during naka 
checking at Pirtaki.

All accused have been 
shifted to respective police 
stations and cases have 
been registered for further 
investigation.

Police has urged people 
to extend cooperation 
in the campaign against 
drugs, assuring that the 
identity of informants will 
be kept confidential.

In a parallel awareness 
initiative, Ganderbal Police 
under the Civic Action Pro-
gramme conducted a “Drug 
Awareness Programme” 
at Government Degree 
College, Kangan. The pro-
gramme was chaired by 
SDPO Kangan Rajeev Raina 
and attended by faculty 
members, students and lo-
cal youth.

Speakers highlighted the 
devastating consequences 
of drug abuse and stressed 
the role of families, educa-
tional institutions and law 
enforcement agencies in 
combating the menace. Me-
mentos and certificates of 
appreciation were awarded 
to participants.

Police reiterated that its 
fight against drugs would 
continue through commu-
nity engagement, preven-
tive measures and strict 
enforcement.
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SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police on Mon-
day launched coordinated 
operations across Budgam 
and Baramulla districts 
targeting alleged separat-
ist and terror-linked net-
works, including those 
associated with US-based 
Kashmiri activist Ghulam 
Nabi Fai, officials said.

In Budgam, police con-
ducted large-scale searches 
at multiple locations linked 
to Fai, a native of Wadwan 
Budgam currently residing 
in the United States. Of-
ficials said the action was 
part of efforts to dismantle 
separatist infrastructure 
and curb networks sup-
porting banned organisa-
tions. Several premises 
were raided, and multiple 
individuals were detained 
for questioning.

According to the police, 
Dr Fai is a key accused in 
FIR No. 46/2020 registered 
at Police Station Budgam 
under Sections 10, 13, and 
39 of the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act 
(ULA(P)) and Section 66 
of the IT Act. On April 30, 

2025, the Court of Special 
Judge NIA, Budgam, de-
clared him a proclaimed 
offender in connection 
with the case. Police have 
also initiated proceedings 
for the attachment of his 
immovable property under 
relevant legal provisions.

According to police, Dr 
Fai heads the Washington-
based Kashmiri American 
Council (KAC), an organ-
isation allegedly backed by 
Pakistan’s Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI), known 
for propagating anti-India 
narratives on Kashmir. In 
a recent interview with a 
Turkey-based media out-
let, Dr Fai reportedly made 
statements endorsing the 
banned outfit JKLF, which 
was declared unlawful 
through Government Noti-
fication S.O. 1403(E) issued 
on March 22, 2019.

Meanwhile, in Baramulla, 
police continued a massive 
preventive crackdown as 
part of a sustained campaign 
to choke the ecosystem aid-
ing terrorism. Searches were 
conducted at 16 properties 
linked to Pakistan-based 
Kashmiri nationals and 23 
locations of Over Ground 

Workers (OGWs). At least 16 
OGWs were bound down, 
along with 10 other indi-
viduals involved in unlawful 
activities.

Officials said that six 
properties belonging to 
UAPA-accused individuals 
on bail were searched, and 
five more OGWs were re-
strained under preventive 
measures. Additionally, 
11 SIM card vendors were 
inspected for compliance 
with verification norms, 
while 175 vehicles were 
checked at nakas and 32 
cordon-and-search opera-
tions (CASOs) were carried 
out across the district.

Police described the 
campaign as a “layered pre-
ventive strategy” to neu-
tralise support structures 
aiding terror operations. 
“Each phase is aimed at 
strengthening public confi-
dence, choking illegal net-
works, and ensuring peace 
and stability in the region,” 
a police spokesperson said.

The police reaffirmed 
their commitment to 
take uncompromising ac-
tion against individuals or 
groups attempting to desta-
bilise Jammu and Kashmir. 
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Security Beefed Up 
Around Arun Jaitley Stadium 
After Explosion

Security arrangements would be beefed up in 
and around the capital's Arun Jaitley Stadium for 
the final day of the Ranji Trophy Group D match 

between Delhi and Jammu and Kashmir following a 
high-intensity blast near the Red Fort, which is just 
kilometres away from the stadium here.

"Security to be beefed up near Feroz Shah Kotla Sta-
dium (renamed Arun Jaitley Stadium) on the final day 
of the Ranji Trophy match between Delhi and Janmu & 
Kashmir," Delhi & District Cricket Association (DDCA) 
secretary Ashok Sharma told PTI on Monday.

"I would be getting in touch with Delhi Police 
authorities and request them to deploy additional 
security outside the stadium premises," he added.

A high-intensity explosion ripped through a car 
parked near the Red Fort metro station on Monday 
evening, gutting several vehicles and killing at least 
eight people. Twenty-four people were reported 
injured in the blast that took place on a busy evening 
when the area was milling with people. (PTI)

Director Information 
Felicitates Gagan Jamwal For 
Winning Gold

Director Information and Public Relations Nitish 
Rajora on Monday felicitated Gagan Jamwal, an 
employee of DIPR, for clinching gold medal at 

J&K UT Roller Skates and 2nd J&K Master Games-2025 
Championships recently held at MA Stadium, Jammu.

Joint Director Information (Hqr) Dr. Zahoor Ahmad 
Raina was also present on the occasion.

The Director termed Gagan and his team’s victory 
as phenomenal and applauded them for clinching the 
Gold medal. He appreciated the talent of Gagan and 
expressed optimism about his success in upcoming 
Roller Hockey Championship. (Observer News Service)

J&K Eye Historic Ranji Trophy Win, 
Spinners Hold Key For Delhi

J&K Team Asked 
To Stay In Hotel 
After Blast In 
Delhi: Report

As per a report in 
The New Indian 
Express, J&K senior 

men’s cricket team has 
been asked to stay in their 
hotel after a deadly blast 
near Red Fort in New 
Delhi left many dead and 
injured.

Per the report, the 
team has been advised to 
not to venture out of their 
hotel and to stay put.

J&K head coach Ajay 
Sharma told the publica-
tion that as soon as they 
came to know about the in-
cident they advised all sup-
port staff and team mem-
bers to not leave the hotel.

“We have also asked 
those who had already 
ventured out to come 
back to the hotel as it is 
near the site where ex-
plosions were reported,” 
Sharma told The New In-
dian Express. 

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: J&K are in sight of a 
historic victory over Delhi in Ran-
ji Trophy as they require 124 runs 
on the final day which promises 
to produce an engaging day of 
cricket, considering a crumbling 
Feroz Shah Kotla track where fin-
ger spinners are ruling the roost.

At stumps on the third day, J&K 
were 55 for two in pursuit of 179 
with an entire final day's play left 
in the group D encounter.

One delivery from debutant 
left-arm spinner Mannan Bhard-
waj had Shubham Khajuria 
bowled through the gate with a 
ball that kept low.

But it was Hrithik Shokeen who 
got one to pitch on the middle 
stump and turn away sharply 
as left hander Vivrant Sharma 
lunged forward only to find the 
off-stump bail clipped.

This was after Delhi, riding on 
Ayush Badoni's (72 off 73 balls) 
flamboyance and Ayush Doseja's 
(62 off 88 balls) grit, scored half 
centuries to take Delhi's second 
innings score to 277 in 69.1 overs.

Sanat Sangwan (34) and Ar-
pit Rana (43) added 86 runs for 
the opening stand, but Badoni's 
knock came at a time where de-
liveries from left-arm spinner 

Vanshaj Sharma (6 for 68) and off-
spinner Sahil Lothra (3/73) turned 
viciously and many kept low.

The last five wickets fell for just 
10 runs but it was Badoni's bat-
ting on a difficult track which was 
a delight to watch.

Till Badoni was at the crease, 
he made Vanshaj look pedestrian 
by repeatedly using his cease to 
smother the turn.

It was an innings that would 
have made opposition coach and 
Delhi legend Ajay Sharma, who 

was a master player of spin, proud.

BRIEF SCORES:
Delhi: 211 & 277 (Ayush Ba-

doni 72, Ayush Doseja 62, Vanshaj 
Sharma 6/63)

J&K 310 and 55/2. 

Sports Minister Lays 
Foundation For Upgradation 
Of Radpora Playfield

J&K Wins Gold At 69th NSG 
Taekwondo C'ship In Jammu

Full-Strength South Africa 
Assembles In Kolkata Before 1st Test

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Shivansh Rajput 
of J&K secured gold in the 
-45 kg category on Day 2 
of the 69th National School 
Games 2025 Under-19 Boys 
Taekwondo Championship 
on Monday.

The event is being organ-
ised by the Department of 
Youth Services and Sports 
under the aegis of the 
School Games Federation of 
India (SGFI) at Indoor Sports 
Complex, Bhagwati Nagar, 
Jammu.

On his road to the finals, 
Shivansh outperformed his 
opponent from Tamil Nadu 
in the quarterfinals before 
defeating Soham Joe of Goa 
in a thrilling semifinal bout.

Earlier, on the opening 
evening, J&K's Nasir ul Islam 
clinched the Bronze medal 
in the -59 kg category.

In the -75 kg category, 

West Bengal beat Telan-
gana, Uttarakhand defeated 
Karnataka, Maharashtra 
triumphed over CBSE, and 
Gujarat overwhelmed Ut-
tar Pradesh. Assam edged 
past KVS, Goa got the bet-
ter of Chandigarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh beat Kerala, 
and Himachal Pradesh 
outclassed Chhattisgarh. 
J&K dominated Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar subdued 
NVS, Delhi overpowered 
Tamil Nadu, Punjab beat 
Puducherry, and Rajasthan 
ousted Jharkhand. In the 
second round, West Bengal 
defeated Vidya Bharathi, 
Maharashtra trounced Ut-
tarakhand, and Gujarat beat 
Assam.

Joint Director Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Jammu, 
Vinakshi Koul visited the 
venue and watched the 
bouts before inspecting the 
arrangements.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a major 
push towards strengthen-
ing sports infrastructure 
in the heart of Srinagar, 
Minister for Youth Services 
& Sports Satish Sharma on 
Monday laid the founda-
tion stone for upgradation 
of playfield at Radpora and 
other adjoining playfields 
by way of seating tiers at 
an estimated project cost of 
₹100.00 lakh.

The foundation stone 
was laid by the minister in 
presence of MLA Khanyar 
Ali Mohammad Sagar, MLA 
Hazratbal Salman Ali Sagar, 
senior officers from the De-
partment of Youth Services 

and Sports and local repre-
sentatives.

On the occasion, Satish 
Sharma said the govern-
ment is committed towards 
nurturing sports culture 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

He highlighted that the 
upgradation works, like 
construction of seating 
tiers, levelling, and allied 
amenities, will provide bet-
ter sporting avenues for lo-
cal youth.

Local residents, Sports 
persons and youth from 
Radpora and adjoining 
areas hailed the efforts 
of the Minister and the 
government for the much-
needed developmental 
initiative.

No Rank Turner 
Requested For 
South Africa 
Test: Ganguly

The Indian team manage-
ment has not asked for 
a rank turner for the 

opening Test of the two-match 
series against South Africa 
beginning at the Eden Gardens 
on Friday, Cricket Association 
of Bengal president Sourav 
Ganguly said on Monday.

India head coach Gautam 
Gambhir, who arrived late on 
Sunday along with members 
of the team that played the 
white-ball series in Australia, 
inspected the Eden pitch on 
Monday morning along with 
batting coach Sitanshu Kotak.

Ganguly, too, had a look at 
the wicket later in the evening 
after which the entire square 
was covered to protect it from 
dew or any unlikely showers.

"Well, they haven’t asked 
for it yet. So, I won’t be able to 
answer the question. It looks a 
very good one," Ganguly said 
when asked if the Indian team 
management had requested for 
a turning wicket.

The Eden Gardens has hosted 
two Ranji Trophy matches so 
far this season, and the tracks 
have played on the slower side, 
offering little assistance to pac-
ers. (PTI)

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: South Africa 
captain Temba Bavuma, 
who was part of the ‘A’ 
team’s unofficial Test 
series in Bengaluru, was 
the last to join the senior 
squad on Monday morn-
ing as the visitors as-
sembled in full strength 
ahead of the opening Test 
against India beginning 
at the Eden Gardens on 
Friday.

The first batch of the 
South African contingent, 
including head coach 

Shukri Conrad, pace duo 
of Kagiso Rabada and 
Marco Jansen, along with 
the players who featured 
in the white-ball series in 
Pakistan, had arrived on 
Sunday morning.

"Bavuma, along with 
another player and a 
few officials, arrived this 
morning from Bengaluru. 
Most of the squad includ-
ing the head coach had 
already checked in on 
Sunday,," the South Af-
rica teams local manager 
told PTI.

"So, South Africa now 

have their full contin-
gent in. There's no activ-
ity scheduled at the Eden 
today... Most likely, both 
teams will have their 
first training session on 
Tuesday."

Bavuma, who had suf-
fered a calf strain and 
missed the start of South 
Africa's World Test Cham-
pionship title defence 
during the two-match 
Test series in Pakistan, re-
turned to action for the 'A' 
side in their second unof-
ficial Test against India A 
in Bengaluru.


