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EXCEPTIONAL ACADEMY

DONT MAKE

Hello, Kashmir

RATHER START EARLY AFTER CLASS 12TH

EXCELLENGE IN ACTION

Join EXCEPTIONAL'’S 03 Year Foundation Course

Register Now

SC Orders
Relocation Of Stray
Dogs From Streets

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday took note of the
"alarming rise" in dog bite inci-
dents in institutional areas like
educational centres, hospitals,
bus stands and railway stations,
and directed the authorities to
move such canines to designat-
ed shelters.

The apex court also ordered
the authorities, including the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI), to ensure

the removal of stray animals
and cattle from highways and
expressways.

A three-judge special bench
comprising  Justices Vikram
Nath, Sandeep Mehta and N V
Anjaria passed a slew of direc-
tions in the stray dogs case.

"... (With) regard to the alarm-
ing rise in incidents of dog bites
within institutional areas, such as
educational institutions, hospi-
tals, sports complexes, bus stands
and depots and railway stations,
this court deems it appropriate to
issue the | More on P10

SC Tells States, UTs To Fix Deficiencies

he Supreme Court on Friday directed the states and Union
TTerritories to take appropriate steps to address the "defi-

ciencies and shortcomings" pointed out in a report filed by
the amicus curiae about compliance with the court's directions in
the stray dogs menace case. A three-judge special bench compris-
ing justices Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta and N V Anjaria said
that amicus curiae Gaurav Agrawal's report | More on P10

Art 370 To Op Sindoor, Every Promise Kept: PM

KO Web Desk

Srinagar:  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday said
his government has fulfilled
every commitment made to
the people, citing the abroga-
tion of Article 370, the con-
struction of the Ram Temple,
and the recent Operation
Sindoor as proof of his admin-
istration’s resolve.

Addressing a public rally
in Aurangabad, the Prime
Minister said that Pakistan has
faced destruction in Operation
Sindoor, launched after the

Vande Mataram Gave Poetic Voice To
India’s Spirit of Unity: LG

Observer News Service

Jammu:Lieutenant  Governor
Manoj Sinha on Thursday at-
tended the 150th year cel-
ebration of Vande Mataram,
organised by the Department
of Culture, and paid rich trib-
utes to its author, Rishi Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Lieutenant  Governor
said Vande Mataram gave

Pahalgam terror attack earlier
this year.

“We have taken every step
— from the abrogation of
Article 370 to avenging the
Pahalgam terror attack — to
end terrorism in Kashmir
and ensure national security,”
Modi said.

“The Modi track record
is in front of everyone. I do
what I say,” he asserted, list-
ing his government’s actions
on the Ram Temple, Jammu
and Kashmir’s special status,
and counter-terror opera-
tions. “I said the Ram Temple

would be built — did it hap-

||;!|. pen or not? I promised that

the wall of Article 370 would
fall — did it happen or not? [
declared that the Pahalgam
attack will be avenged — all of
you saw Pakistan destroyed in
Operation Sindoor.”

Modi said these steps were
part of a broader commitment
to national unity and security.
“You saw what happened to the
perpetrators of the Pahalgam
terror attack,” he said.

Turning to Bihar, the Prime
Minister said the NDA govern-
ment had | More on P10

J&K Achieves
93% Aadhaar
Coverage

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir
has achieved an impressive 93
percent Aadhaar saturation, gen-
erating over 1.26 crore Aadhaar
numbers against the projected
population of 1.35 crore, officials
said on Friday.

The achievement was high-
lighted during a meeting of the
Unique Identification Authority
of India  Implementation
Committee (UIDIC), chaired by
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo, to
review | More on P10

poetic expression to India’s

awakening

HC Disposes Of PIL On
Spurious Drugs

M Ahmad A Division Bench of Chief

Justice Arun Palli and Justice

spirit of unity,

J&K and Ladakh has dis-
posed of Public Interest
Litigation after the
government informed
that there are ample
measures in place to
ensure availability of

self-respect, and devotion to
the Motherland. | More on P10

Kashmir.

Srinagar: The High Court of

quality medicines and drugs
to the patients in Jammu and

Rajnesh Oswal however left
it free to the petitioner,
a practicing lawyer, to
bring to the notice of
authorities any sale of
fake and spurious drug
and medicine in Jammu
and Kashmir.
The petitioner had com-
plained sale of misbranded,
spurious and | More on P10

No Smart Meter, No Free Power

CM On NC’s 200-Un1t Promise

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Friday
said that the National
Conference’s promise of
providing 200 units of free
electricity can only be ful-
filled if consumers agree
to install smart meters,
clarifying that the benefit
cannot be extended to un-
metered households.
Addressing a road show

in Budgam, Omar said the
opposition parties, par-
ticularly the PDP, were

politicising the issue of
smart meters for their
electoral gains. “I can stand

Abid Bhat

K.-O Photo |

here and say that I inher-
ited these electricity me-
ters. I did, but the truth is
I didn’t stop the practice of
installing them as the me-
tering reduces electricity
bills and we had promised
200 free units to the people
of Jammu and Kashmir in
our manifesto,” Omar said.

He explained that free
electricity cannot be dis-
tributed arbitrarily with-
out knowing | More on P10

PDP-BJP hief Minister Omar 'No Outside
- . Abdullah on Friday said
Bonhomie Still that the bonhorre bo- ‘ Interference In
Intact: CM tween the Peoples | More on P10 J&K's Governance" celebration of | More on P10

hief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Friday said
he did not authorise the

A New Chapter

In Surgical Oncology Care

= PARAS

HEALTH

Srinagar’'s Health Landscape

Welcomes a Visionary

Paras Health -Srinagar proudly introduces
a trusted name in Surgical Oncology

Dr. Shabnam Bashir

Director Surgical Oncology - Breast & Colorectal Cancers

& Non-Cancer Disorders.

MBBS, DNB (General Surgery), PGDAE,
MRCS (Glasglow UK), FACRSI, FAIS, FMAS
Fellowship in Colorectal & Breast Cancer
Surgeries (Tata Memorial Hospital)

Fellowship in Advanced Robotic Surgery (USA)
Executive Committee Member of Association of

Colon & Rectal Surgeons of India.

Chairperson Women'’s Wing IMA- Kashmir Chapter
Visiting Faculty Gangwal MedTech School, IIT Kanpur

Availability:
Monday - Saturday
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Years of
17+

Experience
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NOTE :

J&K Bank

Jeevan
Pra MAaan FOR PENSIONERS

Jeevan Pramaan is a biometric enabled digital service for pensioners.

1 MINUTE

easy process to submit Life Certificate through

FACE AUTHENTICATION from home

Download and install AadhaarFaceRD and
Jeevan Pramaan Face App from google store

Open the "Jeevan Pramaan" application Go to the "Operator Authentication"
screen and provide personal details as follows: 1. Click on the Aadhaar checkbox.
3. Enter the Mobile Number.

2. Enter the Aadhaar Number.
Address. 5. Click on the Submit Button.

DIGITAL LIFE CERTIFICATE

4. Enter the Email

After providing all the information, pensioner/family pensioner/any other person on
behalf of pensioner/family pensioner needs to submit the OTP (One Time Password)
sent to their respective mobile number and email address.

After submission of OTP a screen will appear, you have to provide the Name as per
Aadhaar. You should click on the checkbox and then click on Scan. The app will
request permission for Face Scan, and the pensioner/family pensioner should press
"Yes" to continue the process. This operator authenticationis aone time process.

After Operator Authentication a screen opens for Pensioner Authentication,
pensioner has to provide information 1. Name as on Aadhar 2. Type of Pension
(Self/Family) 3. Sanctioning Authority 4. Disbursing Agency 5.Agency (J&K Bank)
6. PPO Number 7. Account Number (pension) 8. Click on the declarations 9. Click on
Submit button 10. A permission to Confirm will appear on the screen.

Afterwards, you should click on the checkbox and then click on Scan. The app will
request permission for Face Scan, and the pensioner/family pensioner should press
"Yes'" to continue the process. The digital life certificate shall be generated which

shall be received automatically by the Bank.

YOUR BANK
SINCE 1938

Serving To Empower

Finance Department

=== GOvErnment of Jammu and Kashmir
FOR ASSISTANCE cALL 1800 890 2122 oG on 1o www.jkb.bank.in | FoLLow uson B @ © B O

DIPK-NB-2406/25 | Dated: 07/11/2025

Please ensure that information provided is correct as per the records i.e PPO
number should match Bank records, Account number should be accurate 16 digits., Name on
Aadhaar should match name as per Bank details. Keep Aadhaar number registered with Bank.

® As per the RBI quidelines pensioners are required to provide NOMINATION Details in their
pension account.
® Pensioners are requested to submit Aadhaar, Mobile number at their respective branches.
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Study Finds Moderate Step Count Daily May
Delay Cognitive Decline By 7 Years

Press Trust Of India

alking up to 5,000 steps ev-
eryday may help delay cog-
nitive decline by three years
on average while 7,500 steps
daily may delay it by seven years, a study in
around 300 individuals has found.
Sedentary individuals were seen to have a
significantly faster buildup of tau proteins
in the brain -- contributes to neuron death
and is considered a hallmark of Alzheimer's
disease -- and more rapid declines in cogni-
tion and daily functioning.
"Lifestyle factors appear to impact the

earliest stages of Alzheimer's disease, sug-
gesting that lifestyle changes may slow the
emergence of cognitive symptoms if we
act early," senior author Jasmeer Chhatwal
from the Mass General Brigham, a US-based
health care system, said. "(The study) sheds
light on why some people who appear to be
on an Alzheimer's disease trajectory don't
decline as quickly as others," Chhatwal said.
Alzheimer's disease is an ageing-related
disorder, in which one's memory, speech
and thought processes can steadily decline,
eventually hampering everyday functioning.
The analysis, published in the journal Na-
ture Medicine, looked at data from 296

participants aged 50-90 years old in the
'Harvard Aging Brain Study’, all cognitively
unimpaired at the study's start.

Positron emission tomography (PET) brain
scans were used to measure amyloid-beta
in plaques and tau in tangles -- both refer
to accumulation of proteins in brain and are
symptoms of Alzheimer's -- and assessed
the participants' physical activity using
waistband pedometers. The participants
were followed-up for up to 14 years.
"Higher physical activity was associated
with slower amyloid-related inferior tem-
poral tau accumulation, which significantly
mediated the association with slower cog-

nitive decline,” the authors wrote.
"Associations with more favourable tau and
cognitive trajectories reached a plateau by
moderate levels of physical activity (5,001-
7,500 steps per day)," they said.

The team said that most of the benefits
from physical activity linked to a slowing
down of cognitive decline were driven by a
slower tau buildup.

By contrast, in people with low levels of
amyloid-beta to begin with, there was very
little cognitive decline or accumulation of
tau proteins over time and no significant
associations with physical activity, the re-
searchers said.

The Jammu and Kashmir Bank
Estates & Engineering Department,
Corporate Headquarters, Srinagar,
M. A. Road Srinagar, 190 001 J&K

Online Tender Document For Inviting Offers for

‘~J

9 J&K Bank

Serving To Empower

engagement of Vendors for supply of Housekeeping Consumable
items, at Corporate Headquarters, M.A Road, Srinagar Kashmir,

Tender Notice along with Complete Tender document outlining
the minimum requirements can be downloaded from and BIDs
can be submitted on the Banks' e-Tendering Portal
https://ikbank.abcprocure.com w.e.f. November 03, 2025, 16.00
Hrs. Tender Document can also be downloaded from Bank's
Official Website https://jkb.bank.in. Last date for submission of
Bids is November 24,2025 17.00 Hrs.

e-RFP Ref. No JKB/CHQ/BSD/HK-Consumables-Sgr/2025-1549
Dated :01-11-2025

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 1990001, Kashmir, India
CIN: L65110JK1938SGC0O00048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91(0)194 248 1928;
E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : https://Jkb.bank.in

DIPK-NB-2405/25 dated: 07-11-2025

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

(R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA.
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
NIT No: 114/EEA/R&B of 2025-26/6359-69 Dated: 06-11-2025

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are

ASF ENTERPRISES

GOVERNMENT OF (U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.

Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir
Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) ,
Ph.0194-24 77949, 9419001176, 9419776235

GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR
BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN, NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.

E-mail:- hakeemmushtaq.75316@jk.gov.in Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. Printers,

inviedon Pscanage bsisfom aproved a lgible Cortrtors registred with K Gov, Extension Notice 6th. Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, Security
, ther State/Cent ts for t - " :
allways sand o entral Sovernments for the following works: : ForSL.5 System and Refilling of all Types of Cartridges,
S. Cos %g;f Bamest | Time of M.H of Classof Project H i
No Name of Work @in | o | MONeY | compiction | Account | Contractor | AUOMY Subject: 1. Construction of Bore Well at Khanday Mohalla/Bhat Mohalla District Anantnag (Block Toners Registered Government order Suppliers.
£e9 | Rupecs) Pahalgam) Panchayat Kullar Bala.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Town roads at Pampore 2% of UT Road Sector | g g Reference: This office e-NIT No. 40-JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2025-26, issued vide endorsement . .
g e ks | 42 | 600 | Advcost | 190 | ude e DEE | PR No: JS-PHE/GWDS/25-26/Camp./6037-48, dated: 30-08-2025. Bearing Tender ID No. 2025_ Office of the Naib
PHE_286326_5. H
omprovementiupgradation Due to “NO Response” for the above mentioned works advertised vide e-NIT No. and TEhS“dar Palhauan
Samboora Allochibag, % of UT Road Sector Tender ID No’s under reference. Which was scheduled to be downloaded till 06-11-2025 Up-to
2 R e sareo | 3468 | 1100~ | 7% | 30days | under Copex | AAYBEE | PW(ReB) 11:00 AM are extended as per the details given below: - Sub.. Application of Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh s/o Moham-
ggang:grho;t;xgsm Zm Budget 2021-22 S No tem Fresh Date mad Magbool Sheikh R/o Palhallan for issuance of legal heir
centreroad at Lethpora. . . Period of submission of bids  12-11-2025 Up-to 11:00 AM certificate..
Position Of AAA: Accorded vide No: 10-SE/PS of 2021-22 dated 17.06.2021 2. Date of opening of tenders 12-11-2025 04.00PM PUBLIC NOTICE
Position of funds: Committed. NOTE: IT is inform to general public that applicant's father's legal heir

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications,
Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q),Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be
viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates
given below:-

certificate is under process in this office in matter report was
sought from Patwari concerned which reveals that applicant's
father namely Mohammad Magbool s/o Abdul Rahman Sheikh
R/o0 Palhallan died on 14/08/2025 and left fallowing legal hairs..

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT
issued vide above referred endstt: nos.

No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/25-26/Camp./11417-26 Sd/-

1 | Dateof Issue of Tender Notice 06-11-2025 DIPK-7857/25 Dated: 07-11-2025 Executive Engineer "

2 | Period of downloading of bidding documents 06-11-2025 Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt. 1Rafeeqa Begum daughter_ of deceased (married). i

3 | Bid submission Start Date 07-11-2025 Ground Water Division Srinagar. 2 Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh son of deceased (married).
4 | Bid Submission End Date 18-11-2025 4:00 PM 3 Fayaz Ahmad Sheikh son of deceased ( married).

4 Ghulam Ahmad Sheikh son of deceased (married)
In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of

5 | Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 19-11-2025 12:00 PM

1. Every participating contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is . Lo s ) el 3
linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. No payments shall be released by the OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER! said certlflcatg he. may contact to thI_S office within 04 days af
Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the TLMD VI 6 BEMINA SRINAGAR terthatno Ob]eCtlon shall be entertained.. )
GST registered number of the successful bidder. (As percircular No. 01(ADM) FD of 2025 = ( ), 1] . .

Dated 08-07-2025 of J& K Finance Department ) fko Naib Tehsildar Palhallan
(The participating contractor may disclose his Bank Account as per the format, devised as Annexure- A of the TEIE NO ¢ 0]94'2492429 FaX0]94-2492429
NIT and submit/upload the same accor dingly at the time of submission of the bid).

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated EXTENSION-I Office Of The Assistant Regional
between bid submission start date and bid submission end date) with NIT No., Serial No. and name ff.
of worlk to be depf)siteq in M 'H.' 0059 in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division e-NIT No: TLMD-VI/07 of 2025-26 Transport 0 icer BUdgam
Awantipora(tender inviting authority) Dated: 13/10/2025 Subject:- Necessary Comection/change in Name in data to the Reg-

3. All the bidders must upload Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape istration Certificate No.JK04G 1243 issued in favour of MOHAMMAD

of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer R& B Division Awantipora (tender receiving
authority)(The Date of earnest money/Bid security should be between the Bid Submission start date

and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).

ASHRAF SHEIKH Parentage MOHAMMAD SHABAN SHIEKH
Whereas an application has been recieved by one MOHAM-
MAD ASHRAF SHEIKH Parentage MOHAMMAD SHABAN
SHIEKH wherein he claimed that the Name has been wrongly
recorded in the records of Registration Certificate as MOHAM-
MAD ASHRAF MOCHI Parentage MOHAMMAD SHABAN MOCHI
Which needs to be changed as MOHAMMAD ASHRAF SHEIKH
Parentage MOHAMMAD SHABAN SHIEKH
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general
public that objections if any in this regard shal reach in written
in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office Bud-
gam within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of
this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of stipulated
time no objection will be entertained.
Assistant Regional Transport officer
Budgam Kashmir

Name of the work: Installation of CVT on Circuit-I of 132kV MKTL for proper energy
Accounting

Corrigendum title: Extension of bid submission dates for NIT in view of request of prospective bidders
to participate in the said tender.

4. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the
form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora (tender
receiving authority)as per rule-171 (1) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/ Bid security @2%
shall be released to thesuccessful bidder only on receipt ofPerformance Security @ 5% of
Contract value which shall be released after successful completion of DLP /maintenance
period.

5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and 1.
conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids
of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer
R& B Division Awantipora(tender receiving authority).

6. The earnest money/ Bid security infavour of unsuccessful bidder shall be released only after 3.

Bids not accompanied with CDR/DD shall not be entertained for techno-commercial
evaluation.

CRITICAL DATES AFTER CORRIGENDUM:-

e-Bid submission (end) date &time(Submission

supporting documents in PDF formats). 17-11-2025(1200hrs)

5. | Online Techno-Commercial e-Bid opening date and

X 18-11-2025 (1200hrs)
time.

Office of the Executive

Venue of opening of Techno-Commercial-Bids. Engineer, TLMD-VI, Bemina,

mcb

submission of original Treasury Challan. Srinagar
7. Thebidsfor thework shall remain valid for a period of 120 day sfrom the date of opening of Technical bids 4 CfOBtDOf/gBlid d;cument g{’ };e zubngtted in the form %1000/
8 T,he earnest mgney shall be forfalted,lf. o . . . o Engineer, TLMD-VI, JKPTCL Bemina Srinagar. NOTI c E
i Ar;i bldderlo(t;-a?derler V\{lthiraw his blgl ter;(-ieir durflngth;dpenod of bid validity or ¢22500/ pledged to I, Mohammad Hussain Shah, Proprietor of M/s Mushtagq
make any modificationsin the terms and conditions of the bid. | . . . .
ii Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the i Executive Engineer, Enterpnses., Karan Nagar Srinaga; hereby Inform the p'ubhc that
: specified time limit &q p y 5. | Cost of EMD( in the form of CDR/DD) TLMD-VI. Bemina our Drug Licence No. SW 5430/5431 has been lost during heavy
. ¢ ¢ . . .
iii.  Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of Srinagar. f.IOOdS in September 2014. Now, I am applying for a duplicate
contract. licence.
s : If anybody has any objection, he/she may contact the office of the
. _ _ All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per attached SBD, BOQ and other documents
E?P}I(]Z;QEE%Q&B /2025-26/6359-69 uploaded on site. P Q Deputy Drug Controller, Bemina, Srinagar, within 7 days from the
Dated: 07-11-2025 date of publication of this notice. After 7 days, no objection will be
ated: U/l No: TLMD-VI/2240-43 accepted.
Sd/- sd/- sd/- Dated:-06-11-2024 .sd/- et o
Draftsman Tech. Officer Executive Engineer Executive Engineer
R&B Division Awantipora DIPK-NB-2395/25 dated: 07-11-2025 TLMD-VI, Bemina Sgr.

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written in my adhaar card as Nisar
Ahmed while my correct name is Nissar Ahmad Wani. Now i
have applid for the correction of the same if anybody has any
objection in this regard he/she may file them in the concerned
Adhaar Centre Jammu/Srinagar within seven days. After that
no objection shall be entertained.

Nissar Ahmad Wanl S/o Abdul Ahad Wani
R/0 Berthipora TehsiL Keller

District Shopian

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER Office of the

Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. Application of Mohd Shafee Lone s/o Ab Ganee Lone R/o0
Nehalpora for issuance of legal heir certificate..

PUBLIC NOTICE

MECHANICAL AND HOSPITALS DIVISION SRINAGAR

(Tele-fax No: 019-2496089, e-mail id: exen-mechospsgr@ijk.gov.in)

fko

Subject:-1. Servicing, repairs upgradation of oxygen manifold system in NICU at Govt LD Hospital Srinagar
2.0verhauling and repairs to steam boiler along with allied works in laundry section at LD Hospital.
3.Urgent nature of mechanical/electrical works for maintaining and upkeeping at Govt PD Hospital Srinagar
4.Repairs/ General overhauling of feed/ circulation pumps and allied works installed in Boiler House of CD Hospital, Srinagar
5.Servicing of 250 KVA Kirloskar Make , 250 KVA DG set (Cummins make) and 400 KVA DG set Cummins Make at Govt. CD
Hospital, Srinagar
6.Central Heating work s to be executed in Neuro surgery ward at SMHS Hospital, Srinagar

IT is inform to general public that applicants father's legal hair
certificate is under process in this office in this matter report
was sought from Patwari concerned which reveals that appli-
cants father namely Abdul Gani lone s/o Mohammad Jamal
lone R/o Nehalpora died on 16/08/2025 and there is only one

Public Notice

The name and parentage of my daughter has been wrongly
written in her adhaar card as Lubna Jan D/o Shoiab Ahmad Ma-

7.MGPS works to be executed in Neuro surgery ward at SMHS Hospital, Srinagar
8.SITC of 150 AH/12 V batteries for 250 KVA Cummins Make DG set at Govt. B&J Hospital, Srinagar

Ref :1.This office NIT No: MHDS/TS /2025-26/83/e-tendering Dt 14.10.2025

legal heir alive of deceased namely Mohd Shafee Lone S/o0 Ab
Ganee Lone R/o Nehalpora (married) . In this connection if any
body having objection for issuance of said certificate he may
contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection

No: M&HDS/TS/5733-36

All other Terms and Conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.

DIPK-7846/25

Dated:07.11.2025

for the correction of the same if anybody has any objection in
this regard he/she may file them in the concerned Adhaar Cen-
tre Jammu/Srinagar within seven days. After that no objection
shall be entertained.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Mechanical & Hospitals Division,

Srinagar. Tooba Hilal

Hilal Ahmad Makhdoomi FKO

lik while her correct name is Lubna Shoaib D/o Shoaib Moham-
mad Malik. Now | have applid for the correction of the same if
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file them
in the concerned Adhaar Centre Jammu/Srinagar within seven

2.This office NIT No: MHDS/TS /2025-26/90/e-tendering Dt 31.10.2025 shall be entertained.. days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
SD Neelofar Jan
EXTENSION fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan Mother of Lubna Shoaib
R/0 Kanipora Shopian FKO
In view ofno/Poorresponse,theCritical dates of above subject work(s)tendered vide above referred e-NITare extended as follows: -
S.No Description Date and Time = .
—— Public Notice PUBLIC NOTICE

1. Last Date of Bid Submission 10.11.2025 (13:00 hrs)

- - - My name has been wrongly written in my adhaar card as Toiba | have changed the name of my son from Asad Ali Mir to
2 Date of Bid Opening 10.11.2025(15:00 hrs) Hilal while my correct name is Tooba Hilal . Now i have applid Shahzaib Hussain Mir. In future he will be knonw by Shahzaib

Hussain Mir. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she
may file them in the concerned office within seven days. After
that no objection shall be entertained.

Saba Mirza
W/0 Wahid Ali Mir

R/o Pandrathan Srinagar SS

AT7 DILIT



Sgr Police Observe 150th
Anniversary of “Vande Mataram”

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Srinagar Police on Fri-
day observed the 150th anniver-
sary of the National Song - Vande
Mataram with patriotic fervour
and reverence across all Police
Stations, Police Posts and estab-
lishments of District Srinagar.

A central commemorative
event was held at PCR Kash-
mir, marking the occasion with
grandeur and deep national
spirit, a police spokesman said
in a statement issued to Kash-
mir Observer.

Vande Mataram, written in
Sanskrit by Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee and first sung by
Rabindranath Tagore, was ad-
opted as the National Song of
India on January 24, 1950. The
event celebrated its enduring
legacy and profound contribu-
tion to India’s freedom struggle
and nation-building journey.

The function at PCR was
graced by Director General of
Police, J&K, Nalin Prabhat, Spe-
cial Director General of Police,

SJ.M. Geelani, and Inspector
General of Police, Kashmir Zone,
VK. Birdi, along with other se-
nior officers, Zonal heads, and a
large gathering of Police person-
nel from various wings of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police.

In all units of District Police
Srinagar, the event was orga-
nized under the chairmanship
of Senior Superintendent of
Police, Dr. G.V. Sundeep Chakra-
varthy and supervised by the
respective territorial officers.

The ceremony commenced
with the singing of Vande Mata-
ram, evoking a deep sense of
patriotism and unity among the
participants. Officers and per-
sonnel paid homage to the song
that has symbolized India’s de-
votion, sacrifice, and unity for
generations.

The programme highlighted
the timeless message of Vande
Mataram—devotion to the
motherland, national integra-
tion, and collective responsi-
bility toward building a strong
and united India.

Activists Hold Anti-Drug
Rally in Lal Chowk

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A group of activists
from Maharashtra on Friday
organised a rally and Nukkad
Natak (street play) at Srinagar’s
famous Lal Chowk to spread the
message against drug abuse.

The campaign, organised in
collaboration with a local trust,
aimed to highlight the grow-
ing menace of narco-terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir and its
impact on youth.

Holding placards and chant-
ing slogans, the participants
called for the slapping of the
Public Safety Act (PSA) against
those involved in drug traffick-
ing networks.

One of the organisers said,
“Drug trafficking is not just a
social issue, but it is linked to
national security. We came
here to stand with the people
of Kashmir and raise a collec-

tive voice against this growing
threat.

Local volunteers and social
workers also joined the rally,
terming the move a “message
of unity and shared responsibil-
ity” between states to combat
the drug crisis. The Nukkad
Natak portrayed the serious
effects of addiction on families
and society, drawing applause
from onlookers at Clock Tower
(Ghanta Ghar).

A local present on the occa-
sion told KNO, such plays help
spread awareness among the
youth and should be conducted
regularly in schools and col-
leges across the Valley. “This
collaboration proves that the
fight against drugs goes beyond
regional boundaries. We are
thankful to our friends from
Maharashtra for standing in
solidarity with us,” the partici-
pant said.

Blood Donation Camp Held
At SMC Headquarters

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation (SMC) on
Friday organized a blood dona-
tion camp at its headquarters in
Karan Nagar, in collaboration
with Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Srinagar. The camp
was inaugurated by SMC Com-
missioner, Dr. Faz Lul Haseeb.
The initiative, held under the
supervision of SMC Health Of-
ficer, Dr. Fauzia Habib, aimed
to encourage voluntary blood
donation and raise awareness
about its significance in saving
lives. A considerable number of
SMC officials, employees, and
local residents participated in
the drive and donated blood.

A dedicated team of doctors
and paramedical staff from
GMC Srinagar conducted medi-
cal screenings and ensured that
the donation process was car-
ried out safely and efficiently.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Haseeb appreciated the col-
laborative efforts of SMC and
GMC Srinagar in organizing the
camp. He said such initiatives
help build a culture of compas-
sion and social responsibility,
reflecting SMC’s commitment
to public welfare beyond rou-
tine civic responsibilities.

The Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration expressed gratitude to all
donors and urged citizens to con-
tinue supporting life-saving hu-
manitarian initiatives in the future.
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: More than eight
e-buses in Srinagar have been
grounded due to lack of funds
needed for repairs and pur-
chase of spare parts.

The government has also not
cleared the liabilities owed to
the Jammu and Kashmir Road
Transport Corporation (JKRTC)
for providing free travel to
women passengers.

Top officials in the transport
department told KNO that the
corporation has written several
times to the government seek-
ing compensation for losses
incurred after the administra-
tion directed RTC not to charge
women passengers. Officials
said no payments have been re-
leased so far.

They added that the e-bus
project will struggle to survive
if adequate funding is not pro-
vided immediately.

“We have written to the gov-
ernment many times, and the
process continues even today.

Women’s Free Ride
SchemeLeaves E-Bus
Project Struggling

We have written
to the government
many times,

and the process
continues even
today. We are
seeking mitigation
of losses incurred
due to the directive
of ferrying women
passengers free of
cost,”

We are seeking mitigation of
losses incurred due to the di-
rective of ferrying women pas-
sengers free of cost,” a senior
official said.

He said earlier reports about
e-buses losing lakhs of rupees
every day reflected only part of
the problem, and that the actual
losses are even higher.

Due to insufficient funding,
the corporation has been un-
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able to carry out timely repairs.
Several buses now have deflat-
ed tyres or remain grounded for
want of spare parts.

“Out of 20 e-buses operating
in Srinagar, more than eight
have been grounded. The num-
ber may rise if the situation
continues,” the official said.

The NC-led administration
launched the Zero Ticket travel
initiative on April 1 this year,
allowing free travel for women
in Smart City e-buses and JKRTC
buses across Jammu and Kash-
mir. The measure was projected
as an important step for wom-
en’s safety.

However, concerns were
raised at the time that women
passengers constitute a signifi-
cant share of the overall rider-
ship, and the initiative could
affect the revenue of private
transporters who rely heavily
on female passengers.

Officials had also warned
that the decision could put ad-
ditional strain on the already
cash-starved state exchequer.

Autumn Magic Transforms City into

Golden Paradise

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: As autumn descends
upon Kashmir, the Valley trans-
forms into a mesmerizing blend of
gold and red hues, with fallen Chi-
nar leaves carpeting the ground
like nature’s own artwork.

In Srinagar, the Chrysanthe-
mum Garden, the University of
Kashmir’s Naseem Bagh, Nishat
Srinagar Garden, Shalimar Garden
and the Chinar-lined Boulevard
Road among others have emerged
as the season’s star attractions.

According to KNO, gardens
across the city are drawing hun-
dreds of visitors daily, from pho-
tographers chasing the perfect
shot to families relaxing under
the shade of centuries-old trees.

The fall of Chinar leaves adds a
unique charm to Kashmir’s classic
autumn season.

A local from Khanyar, said it is
beautiful to watch the leaves gen-
tly fall, turning the surroundings
into shades of gold and red. “The
leaves, the view, the colours ev-
erything looks magical,” he said.

The golden avenues near the
University of Kashmir's Naseem
Bagh, home to majestic Chinars,
along with Badamwari and other
gardens, have also become mag-
nets for visitors.

Tourists, students and local
families are seen posing for pho-
tographs, tossing leaves into the

Every year we

look forward to
this moment, the
sunlight filtering
through Chinar
leaves, the way
everything glows is
simply amazing,”

air and capturing memories of
the fleeting season.

“Every year we look forward to
this moment, the sunlight filter-
ing through Chinar leaves, the way

everything glows is simply amaz-
ing,” said Mohammad Shoaib, a
student posing for pictures at the
university campus. “Autumn in
Kashmir is not just a season, but
it’s a feeling,” he added.

Similarly, for many, this time
of year carries a quiet charm. An-
other student from Srinagar said,
“The Chinars remind us that even
endings can be beautiful.”

It is worth mentioning that as Oc-
tober ends and November begins,
the Valley slowly prepares for win-
ter's hush. Residents, tourists and
nature lovers gather in parks, gar-
dens and tree-lined avenues to en-
joy the rustle of falling Chinar leaves.

Police Launch Drive to Inspect SIM
Card Vendors

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In its continued and
sustained efforts to strengthen
Public safety and communication
security, District Police Srinagar
has initiated a comprehensive
inspection drive of SIM card ven-
dors across the district.

The drive aims to prevent the
misuse of SIM cards for any crim-
inal, fraudulent, or terror-related
activities and to ensure strict
compliance with Know Your Cus-
tomer (KYC) guidelines and tele-
com regulations, a police spokes-
man said in a statement issued to
Kashmir Observer.

Police teams from all five zones
— covering Police Stations Kh-

anyar, Lal Bazar, Saddar, Nishat,
RM Bagh, Soura, Parimpora, Sa-
fakadal, Karan Nagar, Batamaloo,
Maisuma, Kralkhud, Kothibagh,
Zakoora, Ahmad Nagar, Sha-
heedganj, Sangam, Soura and Po-
lice Posts Noorbagh and Bagiyas,
Khimber — conducted thorough
inspections of SIM vendors op-
erating within their respective
jurisdictions.

More than 50 SIM vendors were
checked, focusing on verification
of identity proofs, record mainte-
nance, and ensuring that SIMs are
issued only to genuine subscrib-
ers with valid documentation.

Any vendor found violating
regulatory norms will face legal
consequences, including penal-

ties, cancellation of license, or
prosecution under relevant laws,
police said.

The public has been requested
to extend cooperation during
these inspections and to ensure
that SIM cards registered in their
names are not misused. Citizens
are also urged to report any sus-
picious activity or irregular issu-
ance of SIMs to the nearest po-
lice station or the District Police
Helpline.

Meanwhile, the spokesman said
that Srinagar Police remains com-
mitted to ensuring the integrity
of communication networks and
maintaining public trust by pre-
venting their exploitation for un-
lawful or anti-national activities.
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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This Day In History

1895- German physicist Wilhelm Rontgen produces
and detects electromagnetic radiation in a wavelength
range today known as X-rays or Rontgen rays

1901- Bloody clashes take place in Athens following
the translation of the Gospels into demotic Greek
1904- American President Theodore Roosevelt (R)
defeats Alton B. Parker (D)

1904- Inventor and manufacturer Harvey Hubbell
receives the first U.S. patent for a separable electric
attachment plug

1907- In a landmark decision for Australia, the Court
of Conciliation and Arbitration rules that the Sunshine
Harvester Work must pay 'fair and reasonable wages'
1910- 1st Washington State election in which women
could vote

1910- For the first time since 1894, the US elects a
Democratic Congress, including the first socialist ever
to sitin Congress, Victor L Berger of Milwaukee

1923 Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party stage "Beer Hall
Putsch" in Munich.

1932 - Amidst the Great Depression, Democrat
candidate Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected President
of the United States, defeating Republican incumbent
Herbert Hoover

1942 - Adolf Hitler proclaims fall of Stalingrad from
Munich beer hall

1942 - Vichy-France drops diplomatic relations with
us

1943 - France arrests government of Lebanon after
they abolish the French mandate

1950 - A US aircraft shoots down a North Korean jet in
the Korean War, the first jet-to-jet dogfight in history
1956 - UN demands USSR leave Hungary

1957 - Great Britain performs atmospheric nuclear
test at Christmas Island

1960 - John F. Kennedy is elected President of the
United States, defeating Republican candidate Richard
Nixon who was the incumbent Vice President

1964 - IMF grants Great Britain credit of $1 billion
1965 - British Indian Ocean Territory formed

1965 - Vietnam War: US, Australian and New Zealand
forces launch Operation Hump, a search-and-destroy
operation near Bien Hoa in South Vietnam

1980 - Voyager 1 space probe discovers 15th moon of
Saturn

1983 - STS-9 vehicle again moves to launch pad

1984 - STS 51-A mission launches

1987 - Australia beat England by 7 runs to win cricket
World Cup

1988 - 900 die as earthquake hits China

1988 - Vice President George H. W. Bush is elected
President of the United States, defeating Democrat
candidate Michael Dukakis

1990 - Saddam fires his army chief & threatens to
destroy Arabian peninsula

1990 - Unconfirmed rumors emerge that Bush might
announce an airlift of supplies to US embassy in
Kuwait, which could ultimately trigger a military clash
2002 - Iraq disarmament crisis: UN Security Council
under Resolution 1441 unanimously approves a
resolution on Iraq, forcing Saddam Hussein to disarm
or face "serious consequences"

2004 - War in Iraq: More than 10,000 U.S. troops and a
small number of Iraqi army units participate in a siege
on the insurgent stronghold of Fallujah.

2008 - John Key leads the National Party to victory
in New Zealand's general election, defeating nine
year Prime Minister Helen Clark and her Labour-led
coaliton government.

2014 - Mikhail Gorbachev warns that tensions between
America and Russia over Ukraine have put the world
on the brink of a new Cold War

2014 - US President Obama authorises deployment of
1,500 additional troops to help train and advise Iraqi
and Kurdish forces fighting Islamic State militants.
2016 - Republican Donald Trump is elected President
of the United States of America, defeating democrat
Hillary Clinton, who received 2.9 million more votes
2016 - Indian PM Narendra Modi announces the
demonetization of all 3500 and 1,000 banknotes
during an unscheduled live televised address,
canceling 86% of the notes in circulation in a battle
against corruption.
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Donald Trump Says He Could
Travel to India Next Year

Press Trust Of India

NEW YORK/WASHINGTON-
US President Donald Trump
has said he could travel to In-
dia next year and noted that
talks with New Delhi are “go-
ing good”.

U

“It’s great, going good. He
(Prime Minister Narendra
Modi) stopped... Largely he
stopped buying oil from Rus-
sia,” Trump said at the Oval
Office in response to a ques-
tion on how talks with Modi
and trade discussions with
India are progressing.

“He’s a friend of mine, and
we speak... He wants me to go
there. We’ll figure that out.
I'll go. I had a great trip there
with Prime Minister Modi,
he’s a great man. And I’ll be
going,” Trump said.

When asked if he is plan-
ning to go to India next year,
Trump said, “It could be,
yeah.”

India will host leaders
from Australia, Japan, and
the United States for the Quad
summit in New Delhi after
the 2024 summit was held in
Wilmington, Delaware.

However, the dates for the
summit in India are yet to be
announced.

In his remarks before the
press, Trump reiterated his
claim that he stopped the war
between India and Pakistan in
May using trade.

“Of the eight wars I ended,
I would say five or six were
ended because of tariffs. I'll
give you an example. If you
take a look at India and Paki-
stan, they started to fight,
they are two nuclear na-
tions... They were shooting
each other. Eight planes were
shot down. It was seven. Now
it is eight, because the one
that was sort of shot down is
now abandoned. Eight planes
were shot down.

“And I said, ‘Listen, if you
guys are going to fight, I'm
gonna put tariffs on you’. And
they both went, you know,
they were not happy about
that. And within 24 hours,
I settled the war. If I didn’t
have tariffs, I wouldn’t have
been able to settle that war,”
Trump said. The president
also termed tariffs a “great na-
tional defence”.

YouTube Secretly Deletes
700 Videos Documenting
Israeli War Crimes

Trans Asia News

San Bruno : YouTube has se-
cretly deleted more than 700
videos documenting Israeli
violations in Gaza and the
West Bank after removing the
accounts of three major Pal-
estinian human rights orga-
nizations, a move widely con-
demned as an assault on free
expression and accountability.

The accounts belonged
to three prominent Pal-
estinian human rights
groups: Al-Haq, Al
Mezan Center for Hu-
man Rights and the Pal-
estinian Centre for Hu-
man Rights.

The deleted content
included a documentary
featuring mothers surviving
Israel’s genocide in Gaza, a
video investigation that un-
covered Israel’s role in the
killing of a Palestinian Ameri-
can journalist Shireen Abu
Akleh, and footage revealing
the destruction of Palestinian
homes in the occupied West
Bank—all critical evidence of
alleged Israeli crimes.

The move came in re-
sponse to a US government
campaign to stifle account-
ability for Israeli war crimes
against Palestinians in Gaza
and the West Bank.

After the International
Criminal Court issued arrest
warrants and charged Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and former Israeli
minister of military affairs
Yoav Gallant with war crimes
in Gaza, the Trump adminis-
tration ramped up its defense
of Israel’s actions by sanction-

ing ICC officials and targeting
people and organizations that
work with the court.

“I'm pretty shocked that
YouTube is showing such a
little backbone,” said Sarah
Leah Whitson, executive di-
rector of Democracy for the
Arab World Now.

“It’s really hard to imag-
ine any serious argument
that sharing information
from these Palestinian human

rights organizations would
somehow violate sanctions,”
she added.

Katherine Gallagher, a se-
nior staff attorney at the Cen-
ter for Constitutional Rights,
said that it is “outrageous
that YouTube is furthering
the Trump administration’s
agenda to remove evidence of
human rights violations and
war crimes from public view.”

YouTube, which is owned
by Google, confirmed to The
Intercept that it deleted the
groups’ accounts as a direct
result of State Department
sanctions against the group
after a review.

The Trump administra-
tion leveled the sanctions
against the organizations
in September over their
work with the Internation-
al Criminal Court in cases
charging Israeli officials
with war crimes.

‘Vande
Mataram’
07 November 2025 | 00:45 AM |

cira Gandhi Indoer Stadium, Kew Delhi

PM Modi Inaugurates ‘Vande
Mataram’ Year; Congress Hits Back

Prss Trust Of India

New Delhi: The year-long
commemoration of "Vande
Mataram" kickstarted on
Friday with various leaders
emphasising how this 'maha
mantra' of nation building
continues to symbolise the
emotional consciousness and
unity of the country's people
even as the BJP and the Con-
gress accused each other of
belittling the national song.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi inaugurated a pro-
gramme at the Indira Gandhi
Indoor Stadium here marking
the formal launch of the nation-
wide commemoration. He also
released a commemorative
stamp and coin on the occasion.

Mass recital programmes
were held in several parts
of the country while many
schools organised special
events, engaging students in
the celebrations.

The song was written by
Bankim Chandra Chatterji on
the occasion of Akshaya Nava-
mi, which fell on November 7
in 1875. The song first appeared
in the literary journal "Banga-
darshan" as part of Chatterji's
novel "Anandamath".

The day also saw the BJP
accusing the Congress of
adopting a truncated version
of "Vande Mataram" in 1937
under the presidentship of
Jawaharlal Nehru. It alleged
that the Congress, pandering
to its "communal agenda", re-
moved the stanzas from the
national song which hailed

Goddess Durga.

Prime Minister Modi, in
his remarks at the event, also
attacked the Congress, alleg-
ing important stanzas of the
national song "Vande Mata-
ram" were dropped which
sowed the seeds of partition
and asserted that such a "di-
visive mindset" is still a chal-
lenge for the country.

"Vande Mataram became
the voice of India's freedom
struggle, it expressed the feel-
ings of every Indian. Unfortu-
nately, in 1937, important stan-
zas of Vande Mataram...a part
of its soul, were separated. The
division of Vande Mataram

from Modi over his statement.

The Congress claimed it
has been the proud flagbearer
of "Vande Mataram" whereas
the BJP and the RSS "avoid-
ed" the national song despite
its universal reverence.

In his speech, Modi also
said as the country marks 150
years of "Vande Mataram", it
gives us new inspiration and
fills people of the country
with new energy.

"Vande Mataram is a
word, a mantra, an energy, a
dream, a resolve. It is the de-
votion to Mother India, the
worship of Mother India. It
connects us to our history and

Vande Mataram is a word, amantra, an
energy, a dream, a resolve. It is the devotion to
Mother India, the worship of Mother India. It connects us

to our history and gives our future new courage

also sowed the seeds of parti-
tion. Today's generation needs
to know why this injustice was
done with this 'maha mantra' of
nation building..this divisive
mindset is still a challenge for
the country," he said.

The Congress hit back at
Modi saying that Rabindra-
nath Tagore himself suggest-
ed that the first two stanzas
of the song be adopted and it
was "shameful" of the prime
minister to accuse the Nobel
laureate of harbouring a divi-
sive ideology.

It also demanded an apology

gives our future new courage.
There is no resolve that can-
not be achieved, no goal that
we Indians cannot accom-
plish. We have to build a na-
tion which is at the top on the
basis of knowledge, science
and technology," he said.
Noting that "Vande Mata-
ram" is relevant in every era,
the prime minister, in an ap-
parent reference to Operation
Sindoor, said, "When the en-
emy dared to attack our securi-
ty and honour using terrorism,
the world saw that India knows
how to take the form of Durga."

Non-disclosure of Conviction by
Candidate Renders Election Void: SC

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The non-disclo-
sure of conviction in a nomi-
nation form will lead to the
disqualification of an elected
candidate, the Supreme Court
has said.

A bench of Justices P S
Narasimha and A S Chan-
durkar passed the order on an
appeal filed by a former coun-
cillor, Poonam, who was un-
seated from the post as she did
not disclose her conviction in
a case in the nomination form
for the election.

Poonam was unseated

| N E W S

from the municipal coun-
cillor’s post in Nagar Pari-
shad, Bhikangaon, Madhya
Pradesh. She was convicted
in a cheque bounce case and
sentenced to imprisonment

M A K E R S

for one year with a direction
to pay compensation.

Rejecting the petitioner’s
plea to save her from disquali-
fication, the bench said, “Once
it is found that there has been
non-disclosure of a previous
conviction by a candidate, it
creates an impediment in the
free exercise of electoral right
by a voter.”

“A voter is thus deprived
of making an informed and
advised choice. It would be a
case of suppression/non-dis-
closure by such a candidate,
which renders the election
void,” it said.

Delhi Airport’s Air Traffic
Control Faces Tech Issues
Over 800 Flights Face Delays

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- Delhi airport, the
country’s busiest airport,
plunged into chaos on Friday
as more than 800 domestic as
well as international flights
were delayed due to technical
problems with the air traffic
control system, sources said.

All airline operations at
the airport have been impacted
and authorities are working to
fix the issues.

The sources said airlines
have cancelled at least around
20 flights.

IndiGo, Air India, Air
India Express, Spicedet, and
Akasa Air said there are de-
lays in their flights at the Delhi

said technical teams are work-
ing to restore the system at the
earliest.

The sources said the air
traffic control system had
faced issues intermittently in
the last two days and the tech-
nical issue started to impact
the system significantly from
around 5.45 am.

“All airline operations at
Delhi Airport are currently
delayed. Concerned authori-
ties are working on resolving
the issue at the earliest,” Delhi
airport operator DIAL said in a
post on X at 1:42 pm.

DIAL (Delhi International
Airport Ltd) also said flight op-
erations have been disrupted
due to an ongoing technical

airport due to the issues with
the air traffic control system.
The national capital’s In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA), the country’s busi-
est airport, handles more than
1,500 flight movements daily.
Airports Authority of India
(AAI), in a post on X at 10:08
am, said flight operations at the
Delhi airport are facing delays
due to a technical issue in the
Automatic Message Switching
System (AMSS), which sup-
ports air traffic control data.
The state-owned AAI,
which provides air traffic con-
trol and navigation services,

issue with the AMSS that sup-
ports air traffic control flight
planning process.

Information available on
flight tracking website Flight-
radar24.com showed that over
800 flights have been delayed
at the airport and the delay for
departing flights is around 50
minutes at the Delhi airport.
The count of flights include ar-
rivals as well as departures.

According to the sources,
there were long queues near
boarding gates and hundreds
of passengers were waiting in-
side the airport terminals for
flight updates.

Migrants 'X Factor': Kishor
on Record Bihar Turnout

Press Trust Of India

Patna: Jan Suraaj Party found-
er Prashant Kishor on Friday
claimed that migrants from
Bihar, who returned home for
Chhath festivities and have

/

-«
not yet gone back to their plac-
es of work, are the "X factor" in
the assembly polls.

The former political strat-
egist, whose fledgling party is
said to have caught the imagi-
nation of "pravasis", accord-
ing to various surveys and
opinion polls, made the claim
a day after the first phase of
voting registered a record

64.66 per cent turnout.

"The highest voter turn-
out since Independence con-
firms what we have always
been saying - there is a very
strong yearning for change in
Bihar where the people have
been caught in a political
rut for about 30 years," said
Kishor.

He claimed that the peo-
ple now had a glimmer of
hope with his one-year-old
party emerging as an alterna-
tive that was viable.

Berating the NDA, which
has been in power since 2005,
the Jan Suraaj Party found-
er said, "These people had
thought that they can win by
offering some doles to wom-
en. Yes, women turned up in
large numbers, but it is the
migrants who are the X factor
in this election".

"Having returned home
for the festivities, they have
stayed back and are encourag-
ing their family members to
go out and vote. Their impact
is something to watch out for,"
he asserted.

Trans Asia News

esla shareholders have approved

a massive pay package for CEO

Elon Musk that could make him

the world's first trillionaire if the
company meets ambitious growth targets,
CNN reported.

At Tesla's annual shareholder meeting on
Thursday, more than 75 per cent of sharehold-
ers voted in favour of Musk's stock-based com-
pensation plan, excluding the 15 per cent stake
he already owns. The room erupted in cheers
and chants as the results were announced.

"I super appreciate it," Musk told share-
holders after the vote, thanking them and
Tesla's board for their support, as per CNN.

Unlike most CEOs, Musk does not take
a salary. His compensation comes entirely
through stock options, and this new pack-
age could grant him up to 423.7 million
Tesla shares over the next decade, a poten-

Musk Thanks Tesla for Record
$1 Trillion Pay Package

tial payout worth around USD1 trillion if
the company hits a market value of USD
8.5 trillion. That target would require Tes-
la's stock price to rise by 466 per cent from its
current level, a feat that would make it more
valuable than Nvidia, currently the world's
largest company at USD 5 trillion.

If Musk secures all 12 tranches of the
stock award, the earnings would equal USD
275 million per day, the largest executive
pay deal ever recorded. Tesla's board had
warned shareholders that rejecting the pay
plan could prompt Musk to walk away from
the company. In a regulatory filing, the board
said Musk had raised concerns about con-
tinuing as CEO without greater assurances of
control that the pay package could grant him.

Despite the approval, Tesla is facing a
challenging year. The company's sales and
profits have dropped sharply in 2025 amid
slower EV demand and reduced US gov-
ernment incentives for electric vehicles,
CNN reported.

British National Escapes Delhi
Airport Before Deportation

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi : In a major security
breach at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, a British
national who arrived from Bang-
kok allegedly fled the immigra-
tion area and escaped into the
city, prompting a massive search
operation, police said on Friday.
The incident occurred on
October 28 when the passen-
ger, identified as Fitz Patrick, a
British citizen, arrived in Delhi
from Bangkok, they said.
Patrick was scheduled to be
deported to the United Kingdom
via Thailand, but managed to
evade authorities after landing in
Delhi. He allegedly escaped from
the immigration area and left the
airport premises before being for-

‘ A security lapse

was reported at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport after a British national,
who was to be deported to the
UK via Thailand, escaped from
theimmigrationareaand
entered the city. Delhi Police
and security agencies have
launched a search operation
and filed an FIR while
questioning airline staff

mally processed, police said.

"A security lapse was report-
ed at Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport after a British
national, who was to be deported
to the UK via Thailand, escaped
from the immigration area and

entered the city. Delhi Police and
security agencies have launched
a search operation and filed an
FIR while questioning airline
staff," a senior police officer said.

The Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF), responsible for
airport security, along with the
Bureau of Immigration and Delhi
Police, has launched a coordinat-
ed effort to locate the fugitive.

Airport CCTV footage is
being scanned to determine the
sequence of events and identify
possible lapses that led to the es-
cape, officials said.

A case has been registered
under relevant sections at the
local police station, and teams
have been deployed to search
for possible hideouts and exit
points in the National Capital
Region (NCR), they said.

70-Year-Old Man
Wakes Up Before
His Funeral

Press Trust Of India

ndore: A home that plunged

into mourning in Madhya

Pradesh's Indore erupted in

joy after a 70-year-old man,
presumed dead by his family, start-
ed breathing again even as prepa-
rations were underway for his fu-
neral, a relative said on Friday.

Talking to PTI, Sanjay Vaid
said that his father, Makhanlal
Vaid, was admitted to a private
hospital in the city on Novem-
ber 1 after he suffered a brain
haemorrhage.

"My father underwent sur-
gery at the hospital. The opera-
tion was successful, but after
some time, his condition deterio-
rated and he was put on life sup-
port," he said.
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Kashmir’s famous
saffron industry is staring at yet
another challenging season, with
growers reporting that the crop
bloomed for barely a few days
this year. They said the overall
harvest has remained below 10
percent of the normal output.

Farmers said that, unlike ear-
lier years when saffron flowers
continued to appear for weeks
together, the bloom this time
lasted just a few days, leaving
fields almost barren soon after.

“This is the worst season
we have ever seen,” said Abdul
Rashid, a grower from Lethpora.
"Normally, we used to pick flow-
ers for 15 to 25 days. This year,
we were done in hardly three
days."

“We have lost hope now. For
10 years, we have been begging
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authorities for timely action,
but nobody took us seriously,"
Rashid lamented.

Farmers claim that despite
repeatedly raising alarms about
drying corms, unavailabil-
ity of irrigation and continuous
weather stress, nothing concrete
was done on the ground.

“Had the government ensured
irrigation infrastructure on time,
the sector would not have col-

lapsed like this,” said another
farmer, Javaid Ahmad, from
Pampore. “When the corm stays
dry during spring, autumn and
even summer, its root decays,
and when the root is damaged,
how can you expect flowers?”
Growers are now demanding
that the government must inves-
tigate the much-hyped National
Saffron Mission, a centrally
funded project worth over Rs

400 crore, which was launched
in 2010 to address issues of irri-
gation, quality corms and scien-
tific cultivation.

“We want to know where this
money has gone and what the
outcome of this Mission actually
is,” said a grower, Mohammad
Igbal. “There is nothing visible
on the ground. This Mission has
completely failed.”

Even though the Mission was
later extended by two more
years, farmers say the promised
benefits never materialised and
saffron land continues to be con-
verted for other use.

Although the agriculture de-
partment data initially showed
a steady rise in saffron yield be-
tween 2010 and 2014, farmers
said the sector never recovered
after the 2014 floods. Multiple
years of severe dry spells dealt
additional blows.

Saffron Growers Warn of Deepening
Crisis as Harvest Falls Short

P

According to KNO, in 2024,
production was already at just
around 30 percent of the normal
crop, and this year, the produc-
tion is just below 10 per cent, ac-
cording to growers.

Official data also shows that
land under saffron cultivation
has shrunk from 5,707 hectares
in 1996-97 to 2,387 hectares in
2019-20— a 65% reduction, and
production fell from 17.33 MT in
2021 to 14.87 MT in 2022, and
marginally improved to 14.94
MT in 2023, but last year’s real
output was only around 30% of
expected production.

Farmers said irrigation avail-
ability, providing quality corms
and stopping land conversion
are urgently needed steps if the
sector is to survive. They warned
that if immediate measures are
not taken, there will be no saf-
fron left here in a few years.

Court Convicts Police
Sub-Inspector for Forging
Date of Birth

e Court of City Judge Srinagar has convicted
a Sub-Inspector of the Jammu and Kashmir

Police and sentenced him to three years of
simple imprisonment along with a fine of Rs 5,000
for forging his date of birth to secure unlawful ser-
vice benefits, including extension and promotions.

According to official sources, the Crime Branch
Kashmir had registered a case in 2023 against
Sub-Inspector Jagdesh Singh, son of Kartar Singh,
resident of Atina Budgam, for tampering with his
date of birth in official records. During the inves-
tigation, the officer’s matriculation certificate,
session 1974 bearing Roll No. 6759, was sent to the
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education
(BOSE) for verification. BOSE authorities con-
firmed the certificate to be fake and fabricated and
authenticated his actual date of birth as November
10, 1957. However, the accused had fraudulently
altered it to November 10, 1959 in his service
documents, including the Character Roll and ma-
triculation record, to unlawfully obtain a two-year
service extension and related benefits. During the
trial, the Crime Branch produced around sixteen
witnesses in support of the prosecution. After an
eleven-year-long trial, City Judge Srinagar Abdul
Bari said, in a detailed 68-page judgment, found
the accused guilty under Sections 420, 511, and
468 of the Ranbir Penal Code (RPC). The court held

Major Land Compensation Scam

Crime Branch Chargesheets
10 In Anantnag

Observer News Service statements, and forensic scrutiny
of land and revenue documents, the
EOW concluded that the accused of-
ficials and private individuals acted
in concert to commit fraud. The evi-
dence reportedly establishes a clear
pattern of corruption, forgery, and
criminal conspiracy.

The charge sheet has now been
submitted to the court for judicial de-
termination, marking a crucial step
toward accountability in one of the
region’s notable economic offences.

SRINAGAR: In its continued drive
against corruption and financial
fraud, the Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Crime Branch
Kashmir has filed a comprehensive
charge sheet in a major land com-
pensation scam that defrauded the
government exchequer in South
Kashmir’s Anantnag district.
According to official sources,
the charge sheet was filed in case
FIR No. 12/2015 under Sections
420, 467, 468, 471, and 120-B of
the Ranbir Penal Code (RPC), read
with Section 5(2) of the Prevention
of Corruption Act. The document
was formally presented before the
Hon’ble Court of Special Judge, An-
ti-Corruption, Anantnag.

EOW’s Stand on Accountability

Earlier, in another major
breakthrough, the CBK filed a
chargesheet against eight indi-
viduals, including a local BJP leader
and four revenue officials, in con-
nection with a multi-crore land
scam in Srinagar.

The chargesheet, submitted be-
fore the Court of the Special Judge
Anti-Corruption, pertains to the
alleged illegal encroachment and
manipulation of records for over 52
kanals of land in Ahel Danihama.
The investigation, conducted under
FIR No. 23/2019, exposed extensive
irregularities in land record manage-
ment, including fraudulent mutation
entries and illegal occupation of state
land. Those booked included Nadeem
Ahmad Mayer, alias Nadeem Qasba,
of Igbal Colony, Shalteng and several
former and serving revenue officers
who face multiple FIRs in fraudulent
land deals

Reaffirming its zero-tolerance
policy towards corruption, the
Crime Branch Kashmir empha-
sised that it remains committed
to upholding transparency and en-
suring that public officials and pri-
vate actors engaged in economic
offences are brought to justice.

“The Economic Offences Wing
will continue to pursue such cas-
es vigorously to safeguard public
funds and reinforce trust in gover-
nance,” the statement read.

This development underscores
the growing scrutiny of land com-
pensation and revenue record-
keeping in Jammu and Kashmir,
areas that have often been suscep-
tible to manipulation and financial
irregularities in the past.

The Fraudulent Scheme

Investigations revealed that the
case stemmed from the fraudulent
disbursement of compensation
money meant for land acquisition
during the construction of the Ver-
inag-Kokernag road via Batagund.
Officials found that compensation
was released to fictitious benefi-
ciaries whose land had never been
acquired by the government.

According to the EOW, several
officials from the Revenue Depart-
ment, including the then Tehsil-
dar Dooru, Naib Tehsildar Dooru,
Girdawar Dooru, and Pathwari
Dooru, allegedly colluded with
private individuals to orchestrate
the fraud. The accused are said to
have manipulated official revenue
records and fabricated land own-
ership documents to create false
claims for compensation.

“These fictitious entries were
deliberately made to facilitate the
release of government funds to un-
deserving and non-existent per-
sons,” an EOW spokesperson said,
adding that the conspiracy result-
ed in significant losses to the state
treasury while eroding public trust
in administrative integrity.

Charges and Evidence

Following an extensive investi-
gation that included the collection
of documentary evidence, witness

Bla Admin
Orders CCTV
Surveillance at
Drug Hotspots

Pulwama’s 400-Year-Old Mosque to
Undergo Restoration

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant de-
velopment, the centuries-old
Mughal-era mosque at Shadi-
marg in south Kashmir’s Pulwa-
ma district is all set to undergo
restoration work, with the gov-
ernment sanctioning more than
22 lakh rupees for its renovation.

Officials said that the govern-
ment has cleared funds, and the
renovation process will begin in
the coming days.

The locals have been consis-
tently demanding preservation
of the heritage monument.

The mosque, believed to be over
400 years old, dates back to the
Mughal period and is considered
one of the oldest surviving archi-
tectural structures in the region.

Locals said the monument
holds immense cultural, historic,
and architectural value, and pre-
serving it is not only necessary

for heritage but also for identity

“This mosque is a living re-
minder of our glorious past. Its
craftsmanship, thick walls and
traditional structural style clear-
ly depict the Mughal influence,”
said Zakir Ahmad, a resident of
Shadimarg. “We had been re-
questing authorities for years to
safeguard this structure, and we
are happy that finally something
concrete is happening.”

Another local, Nadeem Ah-
mad, said the site has the poten-
tial to become a heritage tourism
spot if restored properly. "The
surroundings are beautiful and
the mosque itself is a master-
piece. Once restored, it can at-
tract tourists — both domestic
and foreign — who are interested
in history, culture and architec-
ture,” he said.

According to KNO, residents
said that over the decades, the
mosque had suffered deteriora-

tion due to weather, ageing and
lack of maintenance. Cracks had
developed in the structure, and
parts of the building had started
weakening.

They welcomed the sanction
of funds and approval of renova-
tion. “This was a long-pending
demand of the area. We are
thankful that the government
has taken note of the issue. The
renovation funds approved will
help in preventing further dam-
age,” said another resident.

Officials said the project will
focus on retaining the origi-
nal architectural essence of the
mosque, ensuring that the heri-
tage character is not disturbed.

Locals hope that completion
of this renovation will not only
save this historic structure but
also boost heritage tourism in
Pulwama, thus contributing to
the socio-economic landscape of
the region.

Lavender Plantation Begins Along
Bamhal—Qamgund NH Stretch

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: To enhance aesthet-
ics and promote aroma tourism,
the National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) has started
lavender plantation along a
16-kilometre stretch of the Jam-
mu-Srinagar National Highway
between Banihal and Qazigund.

According to KNO, Shubham
Yadav, Project Director NHAI
said the initiative aims to com-
bine environment-friendly
beautification with livelihood
generation.

“The primary purpose of in-
troducing lavender cultivation
along national highways is to
promote environmental beau-
tification and aroma tourism,
while also providing benefits to
local farmers,” he said.

Yadav said that a substantial
land stretch has been identified
and planted. “A total of 200 ka-
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nals ofland, as per the MoU w1th
CSIR-IIIM (Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research - Indian
Institute of Integrative Medi-
cine), has been brought under
lavender cultivation along the
16.26-km  Banihal-Qazigund
section,” he added.

Highlighting the impact of the
project, he said lavender planta-
tions will significantly improve
highway aesthetics and boost
tourism. “Lavender fields, with
their striking purple-blue hues,
create a stunning landscape.

T

&
-

OFFIGE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER LAKE DIVISION

NO. MISKEEN BAGH KHANYAR SRINAGAR,

ﬂA J&K LAKES CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY, SRINAGAR.
Gist of Fresh N.I.T No. LD- 2¥2/ 08 of 2025-26(e).

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: Deputy Com- | {MNe:

missioner Baramulla, Minga
Sherpa, Friday ordered strict 2.

Sr. Name of the work Estimated Cost | Earnest Money | Time of Class of | Tender fee
(Rs.) Deposit (Rs) Comp. contract (Rs)

1. Conservation and Rejuvenation of Khushalsar Lake 40,00,000.00 80,000.00 30 Days | AAY/ BEE | 1500.00

Conservation and Rejuvenation of Brari Nambal Lagoon. 32,00,000.00 64,000.00 30 Days | AAY/ BEE | 1000.00

surveillance and tough action
against drug offenders during
the 22nd NCORD meeting held
at Dak Bunglow Baramulla.

Head: MH -4217-; CAPEX.

Online bidding schedule:

For and on behalf of the LT. Governor, Jammu & Kashmir UT, e-tenders on percentage basis are in double cover system are invited from Regis-
tered Civil Contractors of PWD/CPWD/MES for the below mentioned work/s:-

During the blooming season,
the stretch will turn into a sce-
nic corridor. Beautifully land-
scaped highways reflect good
governance and environmental
awareness, leaving a lasting im-
pression on visitors.”

On the progress made so far,
Yadav said, “A total of 23,000 lav-
ender plants have been cultivat-
ed at the North Portal and 29,000
plants at the South Portal.”

that the officer had intentionally deceived the
authorities for personal gain by manipulating his
official records and, accordingly, sentenced him to
three years of simple imprisonment and imposed
a fine of Rs 5,000 under Section 420 read with 511
RPC. (KNT)

J&K HC to Hear Detained
AAP MLA'’s Plea on Nov 20

e High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh has listed a plea filed by detained Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA Mehraj Malik for final
consideration on November 20, a party spokesper-
son said after the hearing of the case on Friday.

Malik, who is the AAP’s Jammu and Kashmir
unit president, was detained under the stringent
Public Safety Act (PSA) on September 8 for al-
legedly disturbing public order and was subse-
quently lodged in the Kathua jail. On September
24, Malik filed a habeas corpus petition, chal-
lenging his detention and claiming Rs 5 crore as
compensation.

“Malik’s habeas corpus petition was listed before
Justice Rajneesh Oswal of the High Court of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh at Jammu on Friday.
When the matter was taken up for hearing, his
legal team vociferously submitted that a reply has
not been filed by the government till date and due
to the lackadaisical approach, an incumbent MLA
is still behind bars and the people of his constitu-
ency are suffering,” AAP spokesperson Appu Singh
Slathia said.

Slathia, who is part of Malik’s legal team that
also includes senior advocate Rahul Pant, advocates
S S Ahmed, M Tariq Mughal and M Zulkarnain
Chowdhary, said Senior Additional Advocate Gen-
eral Monika Kohli and senior counsel Sunil Sethi,
appearing for the government, submitted that they
filed their replies on Thursday but due to a defect
in the affidavit, the same is not on record.

In the open court, the respondent’s counsel
served the copies of the reply to the counsel of
the petitioner, Slathia said. She said the court has
directed the registry to place on record the replies
filed by the government and asked the government
counsel to make the record available on the next
date of hearing.

“The matter is kept for final consideration on
November 20,” the AAP leader said. (Press Trust Of
India)

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR ARWANI

Subject:-Application of Rafia Mushtaq D/0 Late Mushtaq Ahmad Lone R/o Semthan Tehsil
Bijbeharaforissuance of Legal Heir Certificate of deceased MushtaqAhmad Lone

Public Notice

That the applicant is in need of legal heir certificate with respect to his deceased Father namely Mushtaq
Ahmad Lone who died on 17/05/1993 Kidnapped and Killed By Unknown Gunmen .The Father of the
applicant died onthe said date .And the certificateis currently under processin the said office.

S.No| Nameofthe Legal Heir

Relation with deceased

Occupation | Age Martial Status

1 Rafia Mushtaq

Daughter

HouseWife | 32 Married

office.

Besides, the above mentioned legal heirs. There is no any other legal heir of the deceased. Any one having
any objection in this regard may report the concerned authorities within seven days from the date of
publication of this notice. After the expiry of the said date no objection will be entertained in this concerned

NAIB TEHSILDAR ARWANI

Subject:-

According to KNO, DC 01.

Date of issue of tender Notice.

03.11.2025.

Baramulla, directed depart- 02.

Start date for downloading of bidding documents.

03.11.2025 (10.00AM)

ments to install CCTV cameras 03. |Bid submission start date

03.11.2025 (11.00A.M)

at all identified hotspots. He 04. |Bid submission end date

24.11.2025 (4.00 P.M)

told the Education Depart- 05. | ! €
Financial) on line.

Date and time of opening of bids (Technical &

25.11.2025 (2.00 P.M)

ment to monitor CCTV Sys- 06. |[Tender inviting authority.

tems in schools and COHEges to 07. |Tender opening/receiving authority.

stop illegal activity. 09. |EMD to be pledged to

Executive Engineer Lake Division No: 2" J&K LCMA Miskeen Bagh Srinagar.

He also instructed the ARTO

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
(MECHANICAL), PW(R&B), CENTRAL KASHMIR

ENGINEERING COMPLEX (PMGSY BUILDING),
22 RAJBAGH SRINAGAR KASHMIR-190008

CORRIGENDUM

Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of lifts at
Transit accommodation at Kakan Maran
Reference:-eNIT.No:-R&B/MDCK/NIT/16 0f2025-26.Dt:-29/10/2025
Due to typographical error, kindly read “Payment Making Authority"

s "Executive Engineer, R&B Mechanical Division Central Kashmir"
instead of "Superintending Engineer R&B Circle " atS.No 2,S.No 14 &
S.No 38 of "General Terms & Conditions" of captioned e-NIT.

Tender fee to be deposited into account No: CDG/0185010200000003, JK Bank Upper Sathu
through E-Challan/Treasury receipt./ Pay in slip. Note: NIT No. and S.No. of the work shall be
mentioned on paying slip while depositing the fee. The fee must be deposited between pub-
lishing date of NIT and bid submission end date. No before or after-wards shall be entertained.

to suspend driving licences of
anyone found involved in drug
peddling or consumption un-

der th,e ,laW' . General Term and conditions:

Offl(flals from POllce: Health, 1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), set of terms and conditions of
Education, Excise, Social Wel- contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in upto said bidding schedule.
fare and other departments 2. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in upto said bidding schedule.
shared data on ongoing action. 3. The complete bidding process will be on line.

They agreed to tighten coordi-
nation to check trafficking and
abuse in the district.

The payment making authority is Executive Engineer, R&B Mechanical
Division Central Kashmir

All other terms and conditions of the said eNIT (with annexures) shall
remain same.

No. XENMC/Sgr/1896-1900
Dated:- 06.11.2025
DIPK-7863-25
DT:07/11/2025

10. |[Tender fee to be drawn in favour of.

Sd/-

Executive Engineer

PW(R&B) Mechanical Division
Central Kashmir

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Lake Division NO.2" .

No: LD-11/1967-1994
Dated: 03.11.2025

DIPK-NB-2400-25
DT: 07/11/2025
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Kashmir’s
Organic Alarm

n November 7, a Kashmiri startup owner

spoke at an EDI program and shared a

warning that lingered long after the ses-

sion ended. He described how a shipment
of Mushkaboodrich rice bound for the Middle East
was rejected because it contained dangerously high
levels of pesticides.

The news unsettled farmers, entrepreneurs, and
fellow startup owners. Beyond a trade issue, it re-
vealed a deeper crisis taking hold across the valley.

For years, chemical fertilizers and pesticides have
been part of daily farming in Kashmir. They promised
bigger harvests and wider markets. Now, those same
chemicals are turning against the farmers.

Some western buyers have flagged concerns about
Kashmir crops. They warn that high chemical levels
could harm the reputation of the valley’s famous fields
and threaten future exports.

The risk goes beyond trade. Hospitals in South
Kashmir report a rise in patients with serious illness-
es. Doctors at SKIMS and SMHS hospitals in Srinagar
point to exposure to agricultural chemicals as a pos-
sible factor. What once felt like a distant threat has
become a local alarm.

Rejected shipments, sick patients, and farmers’
complaints all point in the same direction: the valley
cannot ignore the cost of chemical-heavy farming.

Kashmir’s soil and crops carry a legacy. From saf-
fron and apples to walnuts and Mushkaboodrich rice,
agriculture here has cultural and historical signifi-
cance. The irony is striking. The methods used to in-
crease yields now threaten health, soil, and the very
future of these crops.

If nothing changes, Kashmir risks losing its mar-
kets and the fertile foundation that sustained its farm-
ing for generations.

The EDI meet was a reminder that Kashmir’s next
revolution must be organic. Farmers need training
and incentives to adopt sustainable practices. Policy-
makers must support shifts that protect health, soil,
and exports. Entrepreneurs and startups can promote
organic certification, eco-friendly technology, and
new markets for chemical-free produce.

Organic farming is no longer a choice. It is a neces-
sity. Kashmir’s future depends on the soil, clean crops,
and the health of its people. The time to act is now.

Kashmir’s High-Stakes
Crypto Craze

As cryptocurrencies capture the imagination of
Kashmir's young investors, the lessons of risk, regulation,
and restraint are being learned the hard way.

Irshad Mushtaq

n a small internet café in Srinagar, two
friends discuss “the next big coin.” One of
them shows an app on his phone, with graph
rising in steep green lines.

“It’s going to explode soon,” he says
with conviction.

This is a familiar scene in Kashmir these
days. The youth, fluent in digital language and
eager for opportunity, have found in cryptocur-
rency an alluring promise of fast wealth.

But, as with most speculative booms, the ex-
citement often outpaces understanding.

The crypto fever sweeping Kashmir reflects a
broader pattern of high-risk investing emerging
across smaller Indian towns, where aspiration
meets limited financial literacy.

The result is an ecosystem of misplaced trust,
overconfidence, and, increasingly, loss.

In theory, cryptocurrency offers the thrill of
autonomy: no intermediaries, no banks, and end-
less upside. But in practice, it remains an unpre-
dictable, often manipulated market.

Data from CoinMarketCap shows that over
20,000 digital coins exist globally, but more than
95 percent of trading volume is concentrated in
fewer than 50 established cryptocurrencies.

The attraction has shifted from these
global giants like Bitcoin and Ethereum to
lesser-known “low-volume” tokens circulating
through social media and messaging apps in
Kashmir. They promise extraordinary returns,
often backed by slick marketing and fabricated
success stories.

The risk is simple: in such low-volume mar-
kets, even a few large trades can distort prices.
A handful of insiders can engineer temporary
spikes to lure new buyers, then exit, leaving oth-
ers stranded with coins that no longer move.

For investors in the valley, where every rupee
of savings is hard-earned, this can mean total loss.
Once these coins collapse, there is no regulator,
no recovery mechanism, and often, no trace of the
people behind them.

The social and economic landscape of Kash-
mir makes it particularly vulnerable to specu-
lative trends. The region’s unemployment rate
remains among the highest in India, especially
among youth. In such a setting, the idea of dou-
bling one’s savings through a mobile app be-
comes irresistible.

Crypto influencers exploit this desperation
skillfully. Telegram channels and WhatsApp
groups push “investment alerts,” often mixing
religious or local language appeals with financial
jargon. Some promote referral-based systems that
resemble pyramid structures. Early investors are
paid from the deposits of newcomers until the sys-
tem collapses.

Several Kashmiris who invested in these
schemes over the past two years report los-
ing entire savings when the promoters disap-
peared overnight.

India’s regulatory position on cryptocurrency

‘ ‘ The valley’s crypto story is still being written. Whether it becomes

one of empowerment or exploitation depends on how quickly investors
learn to treat digital money with the same caution they would apply to the real
kind: earned, saved, and safeguarded over years.

remains ambiguous. The Reserve Bank of India
has repeatedly warned that digital currencies are
neither legal tender nor backed by any authority.
Yet trading continues, facilitated by offshore ex-
changes and mobile applications that operate be-
yond domestic jurisdiction.

Tax policy, however, is clear. Any gain from
crypto transactions is taxed at a flat rate of 30 per-
cent, with no deductions for losses. For small inves-
tors in Kashmir, this makes the arithmetic espe-
cially harsh: a modest gain after high transaction
costs and taxes often yields negligible real profit.

Moreover, India’s new money-laundering
guidelines require exchanges to maintain records
of user identities and transactions, creating addi-
tional compliance uncertainty.

Such legal ambiguity heightens risk. A sudden
regulatory shift, say, a ban on certain exchanges
or a tax tightening, can wipe out local holdings
overnight. For investors who barely understand
these frameworks, the exposure is total.

Globally, cryptocurrency markets have en-
dured cycles of euphoria and collapse. The 2022
crash erased over two trillion dollars in market
value worldwide, forcing regulators to confront
the social cost of unchecked speculation. For in-
vestors in mature economies, the loss was painful
but educational. In regions like Kashmir, where
financial safety nets are weaker, such losses can
push entire families into debt.

Experts advise following a disciplined “portfo-

lio approach”: allocating no more than 5 to 10 per-
cent of total savings to high-risk assets like crypto.
In developed markets, this portion is considered
“risk capital”, money one can afford to lose.

The concept remains largely unknown in the
valley. Many small investors pour their entire
savings into one or two tokens, often encouraged
by friends or social media groups rather than pro-
fessional advisors.

Financial literacy programs remain scarce
in the valley, and awareness around digital in-
vesting is even thinner. Educational initiatives,
whether from local universities, NGOs, or banks,
could bridge this gap by teaching basic invest-
ment principles: diversification, due diligence,
and the understanding of taxation and regulation.

For those already investing, the advice is sim-
ple but powerful: diversify your portfolio, verify
every platform, and avoid coins with low trad-
ing volume or vague backstories. Transparency
should always outweigh hype.

The valley’s crypto story is still being written.
Whether it becomes one of empowerment or ex-
ploitation depends on how quickly investors learn
to treat digital money with the same caution they
would apply to the real kind: earned, saved, and
safeguarded over years.

The author is a Srinagar-based
reputed financial advisor.

n an autumn
morning in Sri-
nagar, a govern-
ment eBus hums

A Ride Too Far

Time-bound concessions
could prioritize school and
college hours. Recharge-
able monthly or quarterly

past Lal Chowk. Its bright
frame gleams in the sun-
light. Women board, smil-
ing at the promise of free
travel. The gesture feels
progressive. It signals mo-
bility, inclusion, and care.
It is meant to empower.

The reality is harsh-
er. Running a bus costs
money. Fuel, electric-
ity, driver wages, battery
maintenance, insurance,
and repairs do not dis-
appear when fares are
waived. Over time, reve-
nue gaps turn into opera-
tional losses.

The JKSRTC and eBus
fleets, once hailed as mod-
ern assets, struggle to pay
salaries, cover mainte-
nance, and keep buses run-
ning. A service intended to
support citizens now risks
becoming a burden on the
system itself.

Private transport
suffers in parallel. Mini-
buses, shared cabs, and
taxis that once relied on
women passengers see
their ridership shrink.
Revenues drop. Drivers,
conductors, mechanics,
and roadside vendors face
layoffs and idled vehicles.
Fuel stations, local eater-
ies, and repair shops feel
the pinch. The policy’s
impact spreads across Sri-
nagar and smaller towns
alike, silently straining

A policy meant to empower women is

straining public and private transport,

threatening livelihoods, and failing the
people who need it most.

Aamir Basharat Qureshi

the local economy.

The policy does not tar-
get the people who need it
most. Many women using
free transport are salaried
professionals who can af-
ford their commute. Stu-
dents and rural commut-
ers remain underserved.
Buses are overcrowded,
routes are irregular, and

struggle to reach colleges
or schools each day.
Solutions exist that
balance generosity with
sustainability. A smart
pass system could give
students subsidized or free
travel during academic
months, verified by their
schools. Digital fare collec-
tion could reduce losses,

Jammu and Kashmir’s transport

policy must move beyond symbolism.
Targeted benefits, digital tools, and
practical reforms can transform goodwill

into lasting access. Empowerment should
mean reliable, sustainable transport for
those who truly need it.

seats are scarce. A blan-
ket free-travel policy fails
to reach the students who

track ridership, and allow
authorities to plan routes
and schedules efficiently.

passes could offer dis-
counts without collapsing
the revenue model.
Integrating private
transport into a hybrid
public-private system
could ensure both sec-
tors thrive. Coordina-
tion could expand access,
maintain livelihoods, and
prevent a single policy
from destabilizing the en-
tire transport network.
Generosity cannot
replace planning. When
revenue disappears, main-
tenance falters. When
private operators leave,
commuters have fewer
options. When buses de-
grade, the promise of mo-

bility erodes.
Free travel sounds
compassionate, but un-

checked, it can undermine
the very service it is meant

to support.
Jammu and Kashmir’s
transport policy must

move beyond symbolism.
Targeted benefits, digital
tools, and practical re-
forms can transform good-
will into lasting access.
Empowerment should
mean reliable, sustainable
transport for those who
truly need it.
The author can be
reached at qureshiaamir@
gmail.com

A Mind Under the Mountain

Students across Kashmir carry a weight far heavier than books.
Daily demands from parents, schools, and society are reshaping
childhood, identity, and mental health.

Sahil Bilal

very morning in Kashmir, students step
out with backpacks filled with books and
lunch boxes. But the heaviest thing they
carry rests silently on their hearts.

It is the weight of expectation.

Parents, teachers, and society measure worth
by grades, college admissions, and career choices.

Childhood becomes a performance.
Dreams get borrowed, joy is delayed, and
identity takes a backseat.

Parents add the first layer of pressure. They love
fiercely, but fear shapes every decision. They see the
world as a battlefield, where only the top succeed.

Rising education costs, unstable finances, and
a competitive job market amplify that fear. Par-
ents schedule every hour: tutoring, music lessons,
coding classes, and sports.

Free time disappears. Career paths narrow to
medicine, engineering, law, or finance. Interests
in arts, history, or theater become hobbies, dis-
missed as irrelevant.

Projection adds a heavier weight. Parents
pass on their unfulfilled dreams. Children must
succeed to redeem their parents’ lost opportuni-
ties. Failure becomes betrayal.

This invisible chain tightens further in a
place like Kashmir, where opportunities remain
limited and competition intense.

Society piles on more pressure. Social media
broadcasts success in endless highlight reels.
Friends join top universities, launch startups,
or land prestigious internships abroad. Students
compare themselves constantly, chasing the illu-
sion of meritocracy.

Hard work alone rarely guarantees success.

Privilege, luck, and inequality play large roles.
Every setback feels personal.

Kashmiri students face unprecedented men-
tal health struggles. Sleep-deprived and over-
worked, they burn out before adulthood. Anxiety
and depression spread. Some turn to self-harm or
contemplate suicide.

Students wear performance masks, like high
grades, leadership roles, volunteering, while
their authentic selves fade.

Learning loses its purpose. Curiosity gives way
to calculation. Passion yields to strategy. Pressure
rarely creates diamonds. It fractures potential.

Change requires courage from parents, educa-
tors, and society. Parents must separate love from
achievement. They can celebrate curiosity, effort,
and personal growth over grades. They can con-
front their own fears instead of passing them to
children. Sleep, unstructured play, and emotional
well-being must become priorities.

Schools and colleges can reduce reliance on
high-stakes tests, teach emotional literacy, and nor-
malize failure as part of growth. Universities can
embrace holistic admissions that value creativity,
character, and passion over credentials alone.

Society can expand its definition of success.
Skilled trades, creative work, social service, and
unconventional careers deserve respect alongside
medicine, law, and finance.

The invisible backpack weighs heavily, but
students can set it down. Adults must recognize
its weight, release their grip, and give children
space to walk their own paths.

Childhood is a right. And Kashmir’s future
depends on it.

The author hails from Landoora,
Shopian, and can be reached at sahilbilal-
lone6@gmail.com.
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A Kashmiri Architect’s

Journey From Darkness to Design

After years of struggle, a Kashmiri woman turned her pain into
purpose and became a voice for mental health awareness.

Gowher Bhat

village near Kokernag, Hina Khan believed

life was exactly as she had planned it.

The architect’s home rang with her son’s
laughter, her sketchbooks filled with clean
lines and balance. At work, her designs
earned praise. Her husband spoke proudly of
her strength.

In those days, she felt steady, certain, sur-
rounded by the small, familiar joys that make
a life feel complete.

Then, one rain-soaked morning, a phone
call changed everything.

Her younger brother had died in a road ac-
cident near Anantnag. The sky that day, she
says, “looked tired, like it already knew.”

Grief came in waves she didn’t know how
to swim through.

For weeks she stayed composed for her
parents, family, and everyone who looked to
her for strength. Then, when the condolences
stopped and the house turned still, she began
to break from within.

“I stopped recognizing myself,” she recalls.
“I couldn't feel joy or sadness. I felt erased.”

e

WHEN ASKED WHAT
KEPT HER MOVING
THROUGH THOSE YEARS
OF DARKNESS, SHE

PAUSES. “Love,” she finally
says. “My mother’s hand on
my forehead. My husband’s
patience. My son’s smile. And
kindness from people who
didn’t even know me.”

In the soft morning light of Larnoo, a small

The days slipped by without shape. She
avoided people. Work felt impossible. Small
things, like bathing, cooking, and even comb-
ing her hair, became unbearable.

When friends told her to pray or rest, she
wanted to scream but couldn’t find her voice.
At night she lay awake, her thoughts circling
the same dark corners.

“Depression tells you that you're a bur-
den,” she says. “And the worst part is, you
start to believe it.”

It was her mother who saw through the
fog.

One evening she arrived from the nearby
village, sat beside Hina for a long while, and
said softly, “My child, this is illness. Let’s go
see a doctor.”

That moment, Hina says, was her first step
toward the light.

“It wasn't what she said,” she recounts, “it
was how she said it. She didn’t blame me. She
loved me through it.”

A week later, Hina and her husband visited

a psychiatrist in Srinagar. The doctor listened,
nodded, and told her, “You are unwell, not
weak. And you can heal.”

Those words shifted something inside her.
“For the first time, I felt hope,” she says.

Treatment began slowly. The medicines
dulled the sharp edges of despair, and ther-
apy gave her a way to speak her pain aloud.

“My therapist told me, ‘You can’t heal from
what you refuse to face.’ That sentence stayed
with me,” she says.

Healing, though, wasn't a straight line.

Some days she felt like herself again. On
others, she fell back into darkness.

On those mornings, her husband would
bring her tea and say, “Just one sip, Hina.” Her
son would crawl into her bed, touch her face,
and whisper, “Mama, smile.”

Those small gestures became her anchors.

Soon she started walking again, first
around the courtyard, then through the
meadows near Larnoo.

“I noticed the smell of pine, the shimmer

of sunlight on wet grass,” she says. “It felt like
breathing after being underwater.”

She returned to her sketchbook. The lines
she drew began to open up: more windows,
bridges, and air. “Every drawing became a
way to talk to myself again,” she says. “It was
as if my art was pulling me back to life.”

Months later, when her strength returned,
she went back to work in Srinagar. Her de-
signs grew lighter, her voice steadier. But she
carried within her a sense of duty: to speak
about what she had endured.

“People think depression only happens to
others,” she says. “I wanted them to know it
can happen to anyone.”

She joined a small mental health aware-
ness group in Anantnag. The first time she
spoke publicly, her hands trembled. She told
the audience about the sleepless nights, the
emptiness, and the fear.

When she finished, a woman came up to
her with tears in her eyes and said, “I thought
[ was the only one.”

That single sentence, Hina says, made all
the pain worth it.

Today, she receives messages from people
seeking help. Among them are young wom-
en, students, and even elders.

She listens, shares her story, and gently
urges them to seek treatment. “I tell them, if
you can talk about fever or pain, you can talk
about sadness too,” she says.

Her husband tells her she has changed.
“You used to build homes,” he once said.
“Now you build hope.”

Hina smiles when she recalls it. “Maybe
pain makes us see life differently,” she says.
“It breaks us, but it also deepens us.”

In her new projects, she designs with light
in mind: open courtyards, broad windows,
and places where air moves freely. “I want
people to feel warmth in their walls,” she
says. “Light heals.”

Every morning, she walks to the edge of
her village. The hills rise like slow-breathing
giants, and the mist curls through the pine
trees. Children pass by, laughing on their way
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WHEN THE WIND MOVES
THROUGH THE PINE
TREES, SHE LISTENS. It

reminds her that even after
long winters, something
always begins again. Healing,
she says, is about learning to
live with hurt and still finding
beauty around you.

And in that understanding,
Hina has found her peace.

to school.

“That sound,” she says, “means life is still
happening.”

There are days when old sadness returns,
uninvited. When that happens, she sits by the
window, breathes, and reminds herself, “I've
come too far to go back.”

When asked what kept her moving
through those years of darkness, she pauses.
“Love,” she finally says. “My mother’s hand
on my forehead. My husband’s patience. My
son’s smile. And kindness from people who
didn’t even know me.”

Perhaps that's why her sketches now carry
feeling, softness, and life.

When the wind moves through the pine
trees, she listens. It reminds her that even after
long winters, something always begins again.

Healing, she says, is about learning to live
with hurt and still finding beauty around you.

And in that understanding, Hina has found
her peace.

— The author is an educator and writer
from Pulwama. He can be reached at
gowherbhat866@gmail.com

Fit at Fo

Many Kashmiris in their forties are embracing movement as a
way to stay strong and focused. Science shows that starting to
exercise now can add strength, clarity, and years to life.

Dr. Musawir Mohsin Parsa

urning forty once meant
Tslowing down. That age of-

ten came with the weight of
responsibility: long work hours,
family duties, and less time for
oneself. But today, that story is
changing.

Morning walkers fill Srinagar
parks. Groups of cyclists ride
through the Boulevard road at
dawn. Meditation mats roll out
in homes. A new generation of
Kashmiris is proving that midlife
can be a time to move, rather
than rest.

Science supports this shift. Af-
ter our thirties, the body begins
to lose muscle mass at a rate of
about 3-8% per decade. Bone
density declines, metabolism
slows, and joint flexibility drops.

The result is predictable: stiff-
ness, fatigue, and lifestyle dis-
eases that often surface in the
forties. But these changes are
not irreversible. Regular physical
activity can reverse much of the
decline and restore vitality.

A large study in the British
Journal of Sports Medicine found
that adults who began exercising
in their forties enjoyed nearly the
same reduction in mortality risk
as lifelong exercisers. Another
by the US. National Institutes
of Health showed that even late
starters could add several healthy
years to their lives.

The message is simple: it's
never too late to begin.

That message has started to
resonate in the valley. Local gyms
and fitness studios now see more
participants in their forties than
ever before. Parks are alive with
joggers, while brisk walking has
become a social activity for many.

For some, the motivation
comes from health scares, like a
high blood pressure report, and a
warning from the doctor. For oth-
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AT FORTY, FITNESS ISN'T
ABOUT TURNING BACK
THE CLOCK. It's about
getting ready for the years
ahead with strength and
ease. Every walk, stretch,
or push-up becomes a
small promise to yourself,
for better health, more
confidence, and a little
more joy in everyday life.

ers, it's a desire to stay active for
their children and careers.

Cardiologist Dr. R. Mehra calls
exercise “the safest medicine
you can take every day.” Regular
activity improves heart function,
reduces stress, balances hor-
mones, and keeps blood sugar
and cholesterol under control.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) reports
that adults who meet the mini-
mum weekly activity guidelines,
about 150 minutes of moderate
exercise, have a 33% lower risk of
early death compared to inactive
individuals.

Experts suggest four essen-
tials for midlife fitness: car-
dio, strength, flexibility, and
recovery.

Brisk walking, swimming, or
cycling strengthen the heart and
lungs. Strength training with re-
sistance bands or light weights
helps preserve muscle and bone
density. Yoga, stretching, and bal-
ance exercises improve mobil-
ity and reduce the risk of falls.
Recovery, through proper sleep,
rest, and nutrition, gives the body
time to rebuild.

In India, lifestyle diseases

have become a national con-
cern. The ICMR reports that one
in three Indians above forty has
hypertension, and one in ten has
diabetes.

These numbers are rising in
Kashmir too. But there’s hope in
the growing awareness. People
are realizing that health can't
depend only on medicines or
medical check-ups. It begins with
movement, even a short walk or
climb up the stairs counts.

Getting started, however, re-
quires patience. Begin with low-
impact exercises like walking
or yoga and increase intensity
gradually. Warm-up and cool-
down sessions help prevent in-
jury. Those with chronic condi-
tions should always seek medical
advice before starting a program.
Many aches that people associate
with aging actually come from
inactivity.

Exercise also uplifts the mind.
It increases blood flow to the
brain, boosts mood, and im-
proves memory.

A 2023 Harvard study showed
that people who exercised regu-
larly after forty performed better
on memory and focus tests and
had a lower risk of dementia.

At forty, fitness isn't about
turning back the clock. It's about
getting ready for the years ahead
with strength and ease. Every
walk, stretch, or push-up be-
comes a small promise to your-
self, for better health, more con-
fidence, and a little more joy in
everyday life.

A researcher once said, “If ex-
ercise were a pill, it would be the
most prescribed medicine in the
world.”

That medicine is finally finding
its way into Kashmir’s routines.

— The author is a Physical Therapist
and Educator. He can be reached at
parsamusawir@gmail.com

The Decline of Decency

Between smartphones, school ranks, and shifting norms, Kashmir’s
moral compass drifts. A teacher retraces the road that led here.

Mushtaq Hurra

adab carried weight in our
homes. It meant grace, restraint,
and warmth woven together.

A child who bowed before an el-
der, and a student who lowered his
gaze before a teacher were lessons
in humility.

Today, I look around and see the
scaffolding of that old world collapsing.

The moral castles our elders built
with patience and prayer are giving
way to noise. Gratitude is rare, mod-
esty feels dated, and affection has
turned into performance.

A teacher’s words no longer echo in a
student’s heart. They float away like dust.

What caused this slow unraveling?
Where did the thread snap?

Every thoughtful person asks the
same questions, but few pause long
enough to listen for the answers.

The change did not happen over-
night. It crept in silently, in small
ways, through the screens we gifted
our children, the silence we main-
tained when they spoke without re-
spect, and the way we began to mea-
sure success by income rather than
integrity.

A few weeks ago, a video made the
rounds: students hugging their teach-
ers in public celebration. To some, it
was a harmless act of affection. To
others, it was a sign of something
deeper: the fading of our sense of
haya, of respectful distance.

Such gestures strike differently in
Kashmir, where even fathers hesitate
to embrace their teenage daughters
in public.

[ do not wish to shame those young
students. Their intention might have
been pure. But their act reflects some-
thing missing in their moral education.

If they had been taught the mean-
ing of mahram and ghair mahram, of
boundaries drawn by respect, they
might have understood the weight of
that moment.

The real failure lies with parents,

There was a time when the word
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WE NEED TO RETURN TO
THE IDEA OF LEARNING AS

CHARACTER-BUILDING. Let
science and scripture, reason
and ethics, grow together like
twin roots of the same tree.
Let our classrooms become
places where children learn
to say thank you before they
learn to say therefore.

virtue.

There was a time when a teacher’s
word could calm a restless child.
When parents measured learning not
by ranks but by behaviour.

In those days, fewer people could
read, but everyone seemed to know
the grammar of life.

Perhaps the problem is not in edu-
cation itself, but in what we expect
from it.

We see it as a shield against pov-
erty, not as a cure for arrogance. We
study science to master nature, not to
understand our place within it.

The soul of education has become a
casualty of its success.

We need to return to the idea of
learning as character-building. Let

teachers, and elders, who taught
them how to build a career, but not
how to build a conscience.

We have turned education into a
ladder for livelihood instead of a lamp
for the soul. Our forefathers sent their
children to learn wisdom, humility,
and truth. We send ours to secure
salaries and titles. They dreamt of
character. We dream of comfort.

Modern education has multiplied
our schools and degrees, but divided
our sense of self. We have engineers
without empathy, doctors without
patience, and teachers who chase ap-
plause more than understanding.

We have outshone our ancestors
in knowledge, but fallen behind in

science and scripture, reason and eth-
ics, grow together like twin roots of
the same tree. Let our classrooms be-
come places where children learn to
say thank you before they learn to say
therefore.

We speak often about revival in
Kashmir, but revival must begin with
something simpler: a return to de-
cency.

The elixir of old learning once
promised to make us better human
beings. It is time to rediscover that
potion, before we forget how to bow
our heads, or raise our hearts.

— The author is a teacher and colum-
nist from Bandipora. He can be reached
at mushtaqhurral43@gmail.com
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Deaths Due To Kidney Problems Highest
Following Tropical Cyclones: Study

Press Trust Of India

n analysis of deaths

in the wake of tropi-

cal cyclones in nine

countries has found
that the highest increase of 92
per cent was seen in deaths due
to kidney diseases, followed
by 21 per cent in deaths due to
physical injuries.

A tropical cyclone is an
extreme weather event origi-
nating in oceans in the tropics,
bringing violent winds, torren-
tial rains and in some cases, de-
structive coastal flooding.

Deaths due to diabetes were
seen to increase by 15 per cent,
and those due to neuropsychi-
atric disorders and infectious
diseases by 12 per cent and 11
per cent, respectively, accord-
ing to findings published in
The British Medical Journal.

Researchers led by those
at Monash University looked
at 14.8 million deaths linked
to 217 tropical cyclones during
2000-2019 across 1,356 communi-
ties in nine countries including
Australia, Brazil, the Philip-
pines and Thailand.

"Mortality risks from vari-
ous causes consistently in-
creased after tropical cyclones,
with peaks occurring within
the first two weeks after the cy-
clone," the authors wrote.

"During the first two weeks
after a tropical cyclone, the
highest increases were seen in
mortality from renal diseases
and injuries, with (an increase
of 92 per cent and 21 per cent),
respectively, for each additional
tropical cyclone day," they said.

Communities with higher
levels of deprivation and seeing
fewer tropical cyclones histori-
cally were found to be at a sub-

stantially higher risk of death
due to renal, infectious and di-
gestive diseases.

The researchers attributed
the spike in deaths to disrupted
healthcare services, a limited
access to medicines and an in-
creased physical and psycho-
logical stress among residents.

Deaths due to tropical cy-
clones could be more strongly
linked with rainfall than wind
speed, possibly due to flooding
and water contamination, sug-
gesting that rainfall in early
warning systems should be giv-
en a greater emphasis, they said.

However, evidence regard-
ing how tropical cyclones im-
pact public health is lacking,
especially in regions that have
historically seen fewer tropi-
cal cyclones and may have a
low resilience to the extreme
weather events, the team said.

The study provides "com-

pelling and quantitative evi-
dence for the notably elevated
mortality risks from various
causes following tropical cy-
clones at a multi-country level."
More evidence on how tropical
cyclones can worsen public
health problems needs to be
urgently integrated into disas-
ter response measures under a
continued warming of the plan-
et, the authors said.

They added that the high-
est risk to health does not stem
from immediate trauma but
from disrupted healthcare sys-
tems, contaminated environ-
ment and prolonged stress.

Insights from studies need
to be translated into framing
policies to protect the most vul-
nerable and build a resilience
against direct and indirect im-
pacts on health due to devastat-
ing extreme weather events,
the team said.

Capacity Building Workshop on Innovation, Design and Entrepreneurship (IDE ) for

District Education Officers and DIET Members on 06th & 07th November 2025

The Department of School Education and
Literacy, All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) & Ministry of Educa-
tion Innovation Cell (MIC) organized a
Two-day “Capacity Building Workshop
on Innovation, Design and Entrepreneur-
ship (IDE)” for District Education Offi-
cers and DIET Members.

The objective of this workshop was
to enhance the skills of district-level of-
ficials in the areas of innovation, creativ-
ity, design thinking, and entrepreneur-
ship, in alignment with the vision of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

This bootcamp was organized in col-
laboration with the Wadhwani Founda-
tion, renowned for its support of entre-
preneurship education.

The Phase-2 of Capacity Building
Workshop on IDE was scheduled on 06th
& 07th November 2025 at Kashmir College
of Engineering and Technology (KCET).

Prof. Sitharam T.G., Chairman,
AICTE, Shri Dheeraj Sahu, Additional
Secretary, Department of School Educa-
tion and Literacy, and Dr. Abhay Jere,
Vice Chairman, AICTE, jointly inaugu-
rated the Capacity Building Workshop
on Innovation, Design and Entrepreneur-

ship (IDE)” for District Education Offi-
cers and DIET Members at 25 States and 2
UTs on 30th October 2025.

State Level Inauguration at HEI
name was inaugurated by the Dignitaries
name and department along with senior
officials from the HEIs and over 60+ Dis-
trict Education Officers and DIET Mem-
bers participated.

The event included a series of group
activities, immersive working sessions,
and engaging workshops, all tailored to

ignite creativity and problem-solving
skills. With an emphasis on fostering col-
laboration and interactive learning, par-
ticipants explored the "why," "what," and
"how" of innovation. Throughout the pro-
gram, attendees gained valuable insights
into the significance of innovation in edu-
cation, uncovered practical strategies for
driving change, and harnessed the power
of entrepreneurial thinking.

'; ~ The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
WUBKBank e

Moulana Azad Road Srinagar

POSSESSION NOTICE

Notice under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI ACT, 2002 read with
Rule 8 (1) of the Security (Enforcement) Interest Rules, 2002

Whereas the Authorized Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited under
the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers under Section
13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, issued Demand Notice dated 02.05.2022, thereby calling upon the
Borrowers namely 1) Mr. Basharat Rasool Mir S/0 Ghulam Rasool Mir R/0 Parray
Chowk, Mir Mohalla, Mirakabad, Shalimar (Prop. Of M/s Al-Aqsa Traders)
(Borrower), 2) Mr. Ghulam Rasool Mir S/0 Ghulam NabiMir  R/0 Parray Chowk,
Mir Mohalla, Mirakabad, Shalimar (Mortgagor/Guarantor) to repay an amount
of Rs. 1,26,29,938.21 (Rupees One Crore Twenty Six Lac Twenty Nine Thousand
Nine Hundred Thirty Eight and paisa Twenty One only) being the balance
outstanding as on 30.04.2022 in the account of the borrower, within 60 days
from the date of the said notice together with the future interest and other
chargesthereon.
The said borrowers having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby
given to the said borrowers in particular and the public in general that the
undersigned being authorized officer of the J&K Bank Ltd. has taken possession
of the mortgage property described herein below, in exercise of the powers
conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said
Rules, on 06th day of November, 2025.
The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned
against dealing with the said property in any manner whatsoever and any
dealings with the said property will be subject to the charge of the J&K Bank
Limited for the amount in aggregating to Rs.1,63,40,536.16 (Rupees One crore
Sixty three lacs Forty Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Six and paisa sixteen only)
together with future interest thereon from 01.11.2025 and other charges
incurred ortobeincurred.
The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of
Section 13 of the Act, in respect of the time available, to redeem the secured
assets.

Description of the Immovable Property
Commercial Building along with land measuring 06 Marlas 58 Sft falling under
Khasra No. 433, Khata No. 430 and Khewat No. 146 situated at Mouza Shalimar,
Tehsil Srinagar North, District Srinagar, standing in the name of Ghulam Rasool
MirS/0 Ghulam NabiMir R/0Parray Chowk, Mir Mohalla, Mirakabad, Shalimar.
Authorized Officer
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Auto Retail Sales

e at52

Units in Festive Season: FADA

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Automobile re-
tail sales across the domestic
market witnessed a 21 per cent
year-on-year increase in the
42-day festive season led by re-
cord registrations of passenger
vehicles and two-wheelers aid-
ed by GST rejig enabled drop in
prices across segments, dealer’
body FADA said on Friday.

Overall retail sales rose to
52,38,401 units in the festive
period this year as compared
with 43,25,632 units in the
same period last year, regis-
tering an increase of 21 per
cent.

"The 42-day festive period of
2025 stands as a defining mile-
stone for India's auto retail, de-
livering the highest-ever sales
and growth across categories,”
Federation of Automobile Deal-
ers Associations (FADA) Presi-
dent C S Vigneshwar said in a
statement.

Passenger vehicle registrations
rose to 7,66,918 units during the
period as against 6,21,539 units
in the same period last year, log-
ging an increase of 23 per cent.

"The GST 2.0 vision of em-
powering affordability and
boosting middle-class con-
sumption found real reflection
on dealership floors. Compact
and sub-4-metre cars saw
strong resurgence as reduced
tax rates expanded the buying
base. Dealers also noted that re-
tail momentum exceeded sup-

ply in several models," Vignesh-
war stated.

Two-wheeler retails rose to
22 per cent to 40,52,503 units
as compared with 33,27,198
units in 2024.

The segment was powered
by improved rural sentiment,
better liquidity, and the afford-
ability impact of GST rationali-
sation, Vigneshwar stated.

Dealers described it as the
best festive season in recent
memory, with strong traction
in commuter bikes and scoot-
ers, alongside rising EV interest,
he added.

Similarly, three-wheeler and
commercial vehicle registra-
tions rose 9 per cent and 15 per
cent, respectively during the
42-day period.

"This season's success has
reaffirmed that the GST 2.0
reform is not just a tax simpli-
fication, but a catalyst for con-
sumer-led growth and national
prosperity. It has lowered own-
ership costs, energised Bharat's
economy, and rekindled aspira-
tion in every segment of soci-
ety," Vigneshwar stated.

For the month of October, au-
tomobile retail sales rose 41 per
cent year-on-year to 40,23,923
units, driven by all-time high
monthly sales of both passen-
ger vehicles and two-wheelers.

Passenger vehicle registra-
tions rose to 5,57,373 units last
month, up 11 per cent against
5,00,578 units sold in October
2024,

Cost Of Home-Cooked Thalis Fell By
Up To 17% In October. Here's Why

ANI

NEW DELHI- The cost of home-
cooked vegetarian and non-
vegetarian thalis fell as much
as 17 per cent and 12 per cent
(year-on-year) in October, re-
spectively, primarily because of
a steep decline in the prices of
vegetables and pulses, a Crisil
report said on Friday.

Potato prices slid 31 per cent
on a high base, wherein pro-
duction in Rabi season 2024-
2025 rose by 3-4 per cent on-
year, while tomato prices fell
40 per cent on-year on the back
of higher supplies from western
and southern markets, accord-
ing to Crisil's monthly indicator
of food plate cost.

According to Pushan Sharma,
Director, Crisil Intelligence, on-
ion prices fell owing to an in-
crease in supply of stock from
the rabi season 2024-25, ahead
of the kharif crop arrivals in the
market from November.

"Pulses saw price correc-
tions as well, supported by an
increase in imports of Bengal
gram, yellow pea and black
gram. In the medium term, on-
ion prices could see a moderate
rise, as excess rainfall in August
and September in key producer
states such as Karnataka and
Maharashtra has delayed kharif
transplantation and raised yield

L

concerns,” Sharma mentioned.

Potato prices are expected
to remain firm in November
because of low supplies of the
early rabi crop, but may ease
after cold storages release their
stocks by mid-December.

Tomato prices are likely
to stay soft amid continued
kharif arrivals, according to
the report.

Prices of pulses may inch
up in the near term, reflecting
the impact of excess rainfall on
kharif yields and the recent im-
position of a 30 per cent import
duty on yellow pea. Should the
government extend the import
duties to other pulses, prices
could witness a steeper rise,
said Sharma.

The cost of a non-vegetarian
thali fell relatively less because
broiler prices fell a moderate 6
per cent on-year. Broilers ac-
count for about half of the thali
cost. Lower prices of vegetables
and pulses, however, helped
bring down the overall cost.

HAL Seals Mega Deal With GE
Aerospace For Procurement
Of113 Jet Engines

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) on Fri-
day sealed a major deal with
American defence major GE
Aerospace to procure 113 jet
engines for its Tejas light com-
bat aircraft programme.

The firming up of the deal
came notwithstanding a
downturn in India-US rela-
tions after the Trump admin-
istration slapped a 50 per cent
tariff on Indian goods.

Under the deal, the delivery
of the F404-GE-IN20 engines
will begin from 2027 and the
supplies will have to be com-
pleted by 2032, officials said.

The size of the deal is learnt

to be close to USD 1 billion
(approximately Rs 8,870 crore)
The HAL said it has entered
into an agreement with Gen-
eral Electric Company to ac-
quire the engines and support
package for execution of 97
Light Combat Aircraft Mk1A
programme.

The defence ministry in
September sealed a Rs 62,370
crore deal with the HAL to
procure 97 Tejas MK-1A light
combat aircraft for the Indian
Air Force.

Tejas is a single-engine
multi-role fighter aircraft
capable of operating in high-
threat air environments.

It has been designed to
undertake the air defence,

maritime reconnaissance and
strike roles.

The HAL is also using GE
F404-“IN20 engines to power
another lot of LCA MK1A jets.

In February 2021, the de-
fence ministry sealed a Rs
48,000 crore deal with HAL
for the procurement of 83 Te-
jas Mk-1A jets for the IAF.

The delivery of the jets are
facing delays primarily due to
GE Aerospace missing several
deadlines for supply of its aero
engines to power the jets.

The IAF is looking at induct-
ing the warplanes as the num-
ber of its fighter squadrons
have gone down to 31 from
officially sanctioned strength
of 42.

India, New Zealand End Fourth FTA
Talks; Target Early Agreement

Press Trust Of India

ROTORUA- India and New
Zealand on Friday concluded
the fourth round of nego-
tiations for the proposed free
trade agreement and have
agreed to work towards its
early conclusion.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal was
here to review the progress
of these negotiations with
his New Zealand counterpart
Todd McClay.

The fourth round of India-
New Zealand FTA negotiations
was focused on goods market
access, services, economic and
technical cooperation, and in-
vestment opportunities, Goy-
al said in a social media post.

"We look forward to work-
ing towards the early con-
clusion of a balanced, com-
prehensive and mutually
beneficial agreement, in line
with the growing strategic
and economic convergence
between India and New Zea-
land," he said.

During this three-day visit,
Goyal also held meetings with
business leaders to discuss ways
to boost trade and investments.

The minister, on November
6, stated that talks are pro-
gressing fast and expressed
hope that the free trade agree-
ment will be finalised soon.

The FTA negotiations were
formally launched on March

16, 2025.

Meanwhile, the Indian min-
ister held meetings with sever-
al New Zealand business lead-
ers, including Carmen Vicelich,
CEO of Valocity; Ranjay Sikka,
CEO of Slumberzone; and Na-
than Guy, Chairman of the
Meat Industry Association.

The interactions reflected
the growing interest in ex-
panding cooperation  with
India across diverse sectors,
such as agriculture, tourism,
technology, education, sports,
gaming, and drone technology.

Given India's significant ad-
vancements in the space sec-
tor, including its recent lunar
missions, space collaboration
was identified as a promising
area for future engagement,
the commerce ministry said.

India's bilateral merchan-
dise trade with New Zealand
stood at USD 1.3 billion in
2024-25, registering a growth
of nearly 49 per cent over the
previous year.

New Zealand's average im-
port tariff is just 2.3 per cent.

In a free trade agreement,

two countries either signifi-
cantly reduce or eliminate
customs duties on the maxi-
mum number of goods traded
between them. They also ease
norms to promote trade in
goods and services.

India and New Zealand be-
gan negotiating the Compre-
hensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) in April
2010 to boost trade in goods,
services, and investment.

After nine rounds of dis-
cussions, however, the talks
stalled in 2015.

India's key goods exports to
New Zealand include cloth-
ing, fabrics, and home tex-
tiles; medicines and medical
supplies; refined petrol; agri-
cultural equipment and ma-
chinery such as tractors and
irrigation tools, auto, iron and
steel, paper products, elec-
tronics, shrimps, diamonds,
and basmati rice.

The main imports are agri-
cultural goods, minerals, ap-
ples, kiwifruit, meat products,
such as lamb, mutton, milk al-
bumin, lactose syrup, coking
coal, logs and sawn timber,
wool, and scrap metals.

Meanwhile, the Commerce
and Industry Minister will
visit Australia tomorrow.

The visit is important as
negotiations are underway
between the countries for the
second tranche of the India-
Australia free trade agreement.

JKEDI Starts Two-Day

Mentorship Program Under ‘J&K
Startup Idea Challenge

Observer News Seervice

SRINAGAR- A two-day men-
torship program under the ‘J&K
Startup Idea Challenge’ com-
menced Friday at the Jammu
and Kashmir Entrepreneurship
Development Institute (JKEDI)
main campus in Pampore.

The programme is being con-
ducted in collaboration with T-
Hub, Hyderabad, one of India’s
leading innovation and startup
incubators.

The initiative is part of a
large-scale  entrepreneurship
development effort launched
under the J&K Startup Policy
2024-27, which seeks to iden-
tify, nurture, and empower
young innovators from across
the Union Territory.

The J&K Startup Idea Chal-
lenge received an overwhelm-
ing response, with participation
of more than 5,000 students
and aspiring entrepreneurs
from various educational insti-
tutions across J&K. These par-
ticipants have submitted more
than 1200 innovative ideas, out
of which 225 promising ideas
have been shortlisted for struc-
tured mentorship and capacity
building, following a rigorous
multi-stage evaluation.

The ongoing mentorship ses-
sions, aim to equip participants
with practical insights into
entrepreneurship, innovation
strategies, business model de-
velopment, and market valida-
tion.

The sessions will also pro-
vide a framework for evaluat-
ing and selecting the best ideas
from among the shortlisted
participants for further incuba-
tion and support.

The mentorship phase rep-
resents a crucial stage in trans-
forming innovative concepts
into viable and scalable busi-
ness ventures. Similar mentor-
ship sessions are scheduled to
be held at JKEDI Bari Brahma-
na, Jammu, on 10th and 11th
November 2025.

After completion of the men-
torship and pitch training ses-
sions at JKEDI'Ss campuses in
Pampore and Bari Brahmana,
the shortlisted participants
will compete in a Grand Finale,
where they will be presented
before a distinguished jury of
industry experts, investors,
and policymakers. Winners
will receive prizes, incentives,
and incubation support at the
JKEDI and its partner incuba-
tors across the Union Territory.

Markets Fall For 3rd Straight Day

On FII Outflows, Global Weakness

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Falling for the third
straight day, benchmark index
Sensex declined by nearly 95
points while Nifty slipped be-
low 25,500 on Friday as relent-
less foreign fund outflows and
weak trends in global markets
hit investors' sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 94.73 points, or 0.11
per cent, to settle at 83,216.28.
During the day, it tanked
640.06 points, or 0.76 per cent,
to0 82,670.95.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dipped 17.40 points, or 0.07 per
cent, to 25,492.30.

Among Sensex firms, Bharti
Airtel tumbled 4.46 per cent
after Singtel said it has sold
about 0.8 per cent stake in the
firm for Rs 10,353 crore (SGD
1.5 billion).

Tech Mahindra, Trent, Reli-
ance Industries, HCL Tech, Hin-
dustan Unilever, and ITC were
also among the laggards.

However, Bajaj Finance, Tata
Steel, Mahindra & Mahindra,
and Bajaj Finserv were among
the gainers.

"Domestic equities rebound-
ed from early losses as buying
emerged at key support levels,
though it may be premature
to call this a trend reversal
amid mixed earnings, cautious
global cues, and persistent FII
outflows.

"Going forward, markets
will closely monitor US shut-
down and tariff-related devel-
opments with US-India and
US-China deals to assess the
durability of the current mo-
mentum,” Vinod Nair, Head of

Research, Geojit Investments
Limited, said.

The BSE midcap gauge went
up by 0.25 per cent, while
smallcap ended marginally
lower by 0.01 per cent.

Teck dropped 1.46 per cent,
followed by telecommunica-
tion (1.19 per cent), power (0.52
per cent), BSE Focused IT (0.50
per cent), IT (0.39 per cent) and
services (0.37 per cent).

However, metal jumped 1.41
per cent, financial services
(0.74 per cent), commodities
0.65 per cent), auto (0.55 per
cent) and bankex (0.31 per
cent).

In a holiday-shortened week,
the BSE benchmark tanked
722.43 points or 0.86 per cent,
and the Nifty declined 229.8
points or 0.89 per cent,.

A total of 2,105 stocks de-
clined while 2,069 advanced
and 141 remained unchanged
on the BSE.

In Asian markets, South Ko-
rea's Kospi, Japan's Nikkei 225
index, Shanghai's SSE Com-
posite Index and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng index settled lower.

Markets in Europe were
trading lower.

US markets ended signifi-
cantly lower on Thursday.

Gold Falls Rs 100 To

India's Forex Reserves Drop
USD 5.62 Bn To USD 689.73 B

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- India's forex reserves dropped USD 5.623 billion
to USD 689.733 billion for the week ended October 31, the
Reserve Bank of India said on Friday.

The overall reserves had declined by USD 6.925 billion to
USD 695.355 billion.

For the week ended October 31, foreign currency as-
sets, a major component of the reserves, decreased by USD
1.957 billion to USD 564.591 billion, the data released on
Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar terms, the foreign currency assets
include the effect of appreciation or depreciation of non-
US units, like the euro, pound and yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.

The value of the gold reserves declined by USD 3.81 bil-
lion to USD 101.726 billion during the week, the RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) were down by USD 19
million to USD 18.644 billion, the apex bank noted.

India's reserve position with the IMF increased by USD
164 million to USD 4.772 billion in the reporting week, ac-
cording to the data.

Day-Long Workshop on GST
Prime Analytics, e-Way Portal
Held in Jammu

Observer News Service

JAMMU- Jammu & Kashmir State Taxes Department

(JKSTD) Friday conducted a comprehensive one-day
orientation workshop on the GST Prime Analytics
Tool and e-Way Portal for officers of the department
at Excise and Taxation Complex here.

The workshop was graced by P. V. Bhat, Scientific Direc-
tor, e-Way Bill and GST Prime Portal, who delivered an
insightful session on the advanced features and practical
applications of the GST Prime Analytics Tool and the e-
Way Portal. He highlighted various utility tools designed
to streamline compliance, enhance data analytics, and
improve operational efficiency for tax administration.

He also addressed queries raised by the participating of-
ficers, providing clarity on technical and procedural aspects.
The event was presided over by Commissioner, State Taxes
Department, P K Bhat. In his address, he commended the re-
source person and participants for their active engagement.

Additional Commissioner, State Taxes (Jammu), Nam-
rita Dogra, in her welcome address emphasized on the
importance of digital tools in modern tax governance and
the department’s commitment to capacity building.

All Deputy Commissioners of Enforcement wing, As-
sistant Commissioner, State Taxes Officers (STOs) from
both the Divisions, including those from outstation loca-
tions, participated in the workshop through virtual mode,
ensuring wide outreach and inclusivity.

Rs 1,24,600/10g In Delhi

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Gold prices fell Rs 100 to Rs 1,24,600 per 10
grams in the national capital on Friday due to fresh selling
by jewellers and stockists, according to the All India Sarafa
Association. The precious metal of 99.5 per cent purity
slipped Rs 100 to Rs 1,24,000 per 10 grams (inclusive of all
taxes) from Thursday's closing of Rs 1,24,100.

In the local bullion market, gold of 99.9 per cent purity
had settled at Rs 1,24,700 per 10 grams in the previous
market session.

However, silver prices remained flat at Rs 1,53,300 per
kilogram, inclusive of all taxes, on Friday.

Globally, spot gold rose USD 19.84, or 0.5 per cent, to USD
3,996.93 per ounce while spot silver was trading 0.96 per
cent higher at USD 48.48 an ounce.

"Gold prices gained on Friday as investors sought safe-
haven assets amid growing concerns over a possible Al-
driven bubble in equity markets and uncertainty surround-
ing the prolonged US government shutdown," according to
commodity market experts.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket of six currencies, fell 0.08
per cent to 99.65, lending support to gold prices.

"The US government shutdown has entered its 38th day,
weighing on economic output and delaying the release of
key macroeconomic data.

"Given the combination of market uncertainty, dollar
weakness and the extended shutdown, there may be fur-
ther scope for gold appreciation,” an expert said.

Go Beyond Traditional Crops,
Agri Min Tells Farmers

Press Trust Of India

BEED- Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Friday urged cultivators to diversify beyond traditional crops
and announced direct transfer of seed subsidy to farmers' ac-
counts is under consideration of the government.

He asserted the Centre and the Maharashtra govern-
ment will "leave no stone unturned” in helping farmers
who suffered crop losses due to recent heavy rains in
parts of the state. The minister also announced measures
to reduce the price gap between rural markets and major
urban centres by enabling government agencies to direct-
ly channel farm produce to big markets.

Chouhan was addressing a large 'Shetkari Samvad
Melava' (farmer interaction meet) at Sirsala in Parli Vai-
jnath tehsil of Beed district in central Maharashtra organ-
ised by the Global Vikas Trust founded by social activist
Mayank Gandhi. Farmers from across the Marathwada re-
gion and adjoining regions attended the meet.

"Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership, the
government is committed to ensuring a prosperous and
self-reliant farming community,” Chouhan insisted.

"When farmers prosper, the nation prospers. No house-
hold will be allowed to remain in poverty," the agriculture
minister maintained.

Urging cultivators to diversify beyond traditional crops,
he said, "Along with soybean and cotton, farmers should
shift towards fruits, flowers and organic farming. Every ru-
pee of compensation for crop loss will be disbursed. Direct
transfer of seed subsidy to farmers' accounts is also under
consideration."
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JKP Conducts Inspection Of SIM Vendors

Agencies

Srinagar: In a continued effort
to strengthen internal security
and prevent the misuse of mo-
bile communication services,
J&K Police conducted special
inspections of SIM card ven-
dors in Shopian, Pulwama,
Anantnag, Sopore, Awantipora
& Handwara.

In a statement, police
Spokesperson said, In Shopian,
Police have launched a massive
district-wide crackdown on the
illegal issuance of SIM cards.
The special drive, was car-
ried out under the supervision
of SSP Shopian Sh. Mushtaq
Ahmad Choudhary-JKPS, focus-
es on identifying and taking ac-
tion against unscrupulous ven-
dors issuing SIM cards without
adhering to mandatory verifica-
tion procedures a malpractice
posing serious threats to both
public safety and national secu-
rity. During the operation, po-
lice teams carried out surprise
inspections at multiple telecom
outlets across the district.

In Pulwama, Police carried
out a comprehensive verifica-
tion drive of SIM vendors across
the district. The drive was
aimed at curbing any possible
misuse of SIM cards and en-
suring that all vendors operate
strictly within the framework
of law. During the verification,
police teams visited multiple
SIM sale outlets and franchise

points across different areas of
the district.

In Anantnag, Police today
launched a massive crack-
down across the District.
Multiple teams carried out
simultaneous inspections of
SIM card vendors at various
locations to ensure strict ad-
herence to the Department
of Telecommunications (DoT)
guidelines. The special drive
focused on verifying customer
documentation, KYC (Know
Your Customer) procedures,
and vendor licensing compli-
ance to prevent fraudulent

issuance of SIM cards. During
the inspections, vendors were
sensitized about their legal ob-
ligations and were categorically
warned that any negligence or
violation of regulatory norms
would invite stern legal action.

In Sopore, Police launched a
coordinated crackdown across
the Police District. Multiple
teams conducted simultaneous
inspections of SIM vendors at
various locations to ensure strict
compliance with Department
of Telecommunications (DoT)
guidelines.

In Awantipora, J&K Police

headed by SDPOs along with
SHOs and Incharge Police Post
concerned, today launched a
massive verification drive and
searches on SIM card vendors
across the Police District to
prevent misuse of SIM cards
for unlawful and anti-social
activities During the drive, po-
lice teams carried out detailed
inspections, raids, and verifica-
tion checks at various SIM sale
outlets. The objective of the
operation was to ensure that
SIM vendors strictly adhere to
guidelines, and that the docu-
mentation process for issuing
new SIM cards is transparent
and legitimate.

In Handwara, Police con-
ducted a special checking
drive of SIM vendors across
Handwara, Qalamabad,
Kralgund, and Vilgam areas of
Police District Handwara. The
drive was carried out under
the close supervision of senior
police officers, during which
multiple SIM selling outlets
were inspected to ensure strict
compliance with the guide-
lines of the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) and
law enforcement directives.

J&K Police reaffirmed its
unwavering commitment to
upholding national and pub-
lic security, preventing misuse
of digital infrastructure, and
maintaining continuous vigi-
lance against any activities that
threaten peace and stability.

Kashmiri Doctor Held In U

KO Web Desk

Sriagar: A Kashmiri doctor
working at a private hospital
in Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur
has been arrested and hand-
ed over to the Jammu and
Kashmir Police for allegedly
putting up posters support-
ing the banned terror outfit
Jaish-e-Mohammed  (JeM)
in Srinagar, officials said on
Friday.

According  to  police,
the accused, identified as
Adil Ahmed, a resident of
Anantnag district in Jammu
and Kashmir, was working at
a private hospital on Ambala
Road in Saharanpur. He
was taken into custody by a
Srinagar police team with the
assistance of the local police
and the Special Operations
Group (SOG).

“Adil Ahmed was arrested
on Thursday in connection
with a case registered in
Srinagar after posters pro-
moting Jaish-e-Mohammed
were found in several parts
of the city,” said Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Vyom Bindal.

Police sources said the case
was registered in Srinagar
last week after posters bear-
ing JeM slogans and insignia
were spotted on public walls.
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During the
CCTV footage helped identify
a man allegedly seen putting
up the posters, later con-
firmed to be Adil Ahmed.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Police tracked the suspect’s

investigation,

movements and traced
him to Saharanpur, where
he had been employed
for some time at a private
medical facility. Following
coordinated inputs, a joint
operation was launched to
apprehend him.

After his arrest, the ac-
cused was produced before
a court in Saharanpur, which

granted transit remand to
the Srinagar police. He was
subsequently taken back to
Jammu and Kashmir for fur-
ther investigation.

Officials said local intel-
ligence units in Saharanpur
have been put on alert to ver-
ify the backgrounds of other
residents from Jammu and
Kashmir currently working in
private hospitals and nursing
homes in the district.

Police said further investi-
gation is underway to deter-
mine whether the accused
acted alone or in coordination
with other operatives.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

SC Orders Relocation

following directions in the interest of public
safety, health and management of stray dogs,"
the bench said.

It directed states and Union territories,
through their respective local or municipal au-
thorities, to identify such institutions within
two weeks.

The bench asked the administrative heads
of such institutions to ensure that the prem-
ises are secured by adequate fencing, bound-
ary walls, gates and such other structural or
measures as may be necessary to prevent the
ingress of stray dogs.

It said this exercise should be completed as soon
as possible, and preferably within eight weeks.

The bench said the management of such
institutions shall designate a nodal officer re-
sponsible for the upkeep and cleanliness of the
premises and for ensuring that stray dogs do
not enter or inhabit the campus.

"The details of the said officer shall be dis-
played permanently at the entrance and noti-
fied to the jurisdictional municipal body or
authority," it said.

The bench said local municipal authorities
and panchayat shall carry out regular inspec-
tions at least once in every three months of all
such premises to ensure that no stray dog habi-
tats exist within or in the immediate vicinity of
these institutions.

"It shall be the responsibility of the jurisdic-
tional municipal body or authority to forth-
with remove every stray dog found within
the premises of an educational institution and
other institutions... to a designated shelter after
due sterilisation and vaccination in accordance
with the Animal Birth Control Rules," it said.

The bench said the stray dogs shall not be re-
leased back to the same place from where they
were picked up.

"We have consciously directed the non-re-
lease of such stray dogs to the same location
from which they were picked up, as permitting
the same would frustrate the very impact of
the directions issued to liberate such institu-
tional areas from the presence of stray dogs,"
it said.

The bench referred to an order passed by the
Rajasthan High Court in August, issuing direc-
tions for tackling the menace of stray animals
on city roads and highways.

The top court directed the authorities of all
states, Union Territories and the NHAI to en-
sure the removal of all cattle and other stray
animals from state highways, national high-
ways and national expressways falling within
their respective jurisdictions.

It said the authorities shall undertake a joint
coordinated drive to identify stretches of high-
ways and expressways where stray cattle or
animals are frequently found, and take imme-
diate steps for their removal and relocation to
designated shelters.

The bench said cattle and other stray animals
so picked up shall be kept in appropriate cen-
tres or cattle pounds and provided with nec-
essary food, water and veterinary care in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act and the Animal Birth
Control Rules, 2023.

It directed the authorities to constitute dedi-
cated highway patrol teams and assign existing
road safety units for continuous surveillance
and immediate response to reports of stray cat-
tle or other animals obstructing the roadways.

"All national highways, state highways and
national expressways shall have prominently
displayed helpline numbers at regular inter-
vals, enabling commuters to promptly report
the presence of stray animals or accidents
caused thereby," the bench said.

It said these helplines shall be linked to the
control rooms of the local police, NHAI and
district administration for real-time redressal
and monitoring.

It fixed the matter for further hearing on
January 13.

On November 3, the apex court said it will
pass interim directions to tackle the issue of
"grave menace" of dog bites in institutional

areas, where employees feed and encourage
stray dogs.

The apex court is hearing a suo motu case,
initiated on July 28 over a media report on
stray dog bites leading to rabies, particularly
among children, in the national capital.

It has expanded the scope of the stray dogs
case beyond the confines of Delhi-National
Capital Region, and directed that all states and
Union territories be made parties in the matter.

SC Tells States,

summarising the compliance affidavits
submitted by the respective states and Union
territories.

"The report highlights several grave defi-
ciencies and shortcomings in the informa-
tion furnished by certain States and Union
Territories, as well as areas where compliance
with the directions issued by this court has ei-
ther not been effected or remains incomplete,”
the bench said.

It said the amicus has also given constructive
suggestions and recommendations to ensure
effective and uniform implementation of the
court's orders.

The bench said contents of the report filed
by the amicus shall be read as part and parcel
of the court's order for all purposes.

"The States and Union Territories shall pe-
ruse the report and take appropriate steps to
address the deficiencies and shortcomings
pointed out therein," the bench said.

It said every state and UT shall file compre-
hensive additional affidavits before the next
date of hearing, specifically indicating the re-
medial measures undertaken to ensure full
compliance with this court's directions and to
rectify the lapses highlighted in the report.

The bench said, "Any lethargy in this regard
shall be viewed seriously".

It noted that pursuant to the court's direc-
tions of August 22 and October 27, the states
and Union territories, except Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu, have submitted their
compliance affidavits in the matter.

The bench, while passing a slew of directions
in the matter, posted it for further hearing on
January 13.

The apex court is hearing a suo motu case,
initiated on July 28 over a media report on
stray dog bites leading to rabies, particularly
among children, in the national capital.

Art 370 To Op Sindoor

restored peace in regions once gripped by
Naxal violence, including Aurangabad, and re-
placed “fear with development.”

He accused the Congress-R]JD alliance of
weakening the country’s security for “vote-
bank politics” and favouring infiltrators at the
cost of national interest.

Modi also praised the high voter turnout in
the first phase of the Bihar Assembly elections,
especially among women, saying it reflected
growing confidence in the NDA's governance.

He referred to the alleged land-for-jobs case
involving RJD and Congress leaders, saying
those who once took land from young people
in exchange for government jobs are now fac-
ing legal action.

“People have seen the difference between
politics of corruption and politics of commit-
ment,” he said, adding that the BJP-led NDA
will continue to deliver on every promise it
makes.

J&K Achieves

Aadhaar-based initiatives and assess mea-
sures to strengthen the authentication ecosys-
tem across the Union Territory.

During the meeting, Dulloo underlined the
need to focus on targeted enrolment drives to
achieve universal Aadhaar coverage, particu-
larly among children aged 0-5 years, where
enrolment currently stands at 59.07 percent.
He directed the Health and Social Welfare
Departments to intensify efforts for complete
coverage in this category.

The Chief Secretary also instructed the
School Education Department to expedite

demographic updates and the Mandatory
Biometric Update (MBU) process for
school-going children, while asking Deputy
Commissioners and the IT Department to sub-
mit weekly progress reports on Aadhaar enrol-
ment and Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme
notifications.

Emphasizing the importance of techno-
logical upgrades, Dulloo called for a shift from
manual, non-verifiable certificates to QR-code-
enabled online certificates to enhance trans-
parency and trust. He also urged departments
to adopt Face Authentication Technology for
more inclusive biometric verification across all
age groups.

UIDAI  Regional Officer, Chandigarh,
Commodore (IN) Dhiraj Sareen, informed that
while Aadhaar saturation in J&K is among the
highest in the country, around 4.7 lakh manda-
tory biometric updates remain pending. To ad-
dress this, the Chief Secretary directed district
administrations to organize special enrolment
camps in schools and Anganwadi Centres.

The meeting also reviewed progress on the
Birth Registration-Based Aadhaar Enrolment
(BRBAE) initiative aimed at enrolling every
newborn for Aadhaar at the hospital itself.

Currently, J&K operates over 1,000 Aadhaar
enrolment centres, supported by two Aadhaar
Seva Kendras (ASKs) in Jammu and Srinagar,
with ten more in the pipeline. The adminis-
tration is also transitioning from the ECMP to
the Universal Client (UC) platform and upgrad-
ing ePDS devices for more reliable beneficiary
authentication.

The UIDAI proposed deploying Face
Authentication Technology at high-footfall re-
ligious destinations such as Shri Amarnath Ji
and Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrines to enhance
security and streamline pilgrim management.

Dulloo also stressed on data cleansing and
inter-departmental integration to improve
transparency in welfare delivery, directing
departments including ePDS, Revenue, and
regional banks to proactively share Aadhaar-
seeded data with UIDAL

The UIDAI Regional Officer appreciated the
proactive measures undertaken by the J&K ad-
ministration and assured continued support
for upcoming Aadhaar-linked reforms.

HC Disposes

substandard drugs in J&K, and as such, had
sought directions to the authorities to submit
a detailed report with respect to the operation
of unregistered companies and manufacturing
units and selling misbranded and unregistered
medicines in J&K.

He had also sought directions to the authori-
ties to immediately ban the sale and distribu-
tion of drugs manufactured and distributed by
unregistered companies in Jammu and Kashmir
and initiate legal proceedings against the err-
ing companies and individuals after seizing
the spurious, fake and misbranded drugs and
medicines.

The petitioner had also sought directions to
the authorities to devise a strategy to prevent
supply and availability of spurious, fake drugs
and medicines in the Union Territory. He had
also sought directions for creating awareness
about the labelling

The authorities filed the response to the PIL,
stating that the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940
and the rules framed thereunder, lay down a
comprehensive mechanism with all checks and
balances to regulate the sale and purchase of
medicines.

The manufacturer of drugs is under statutory
obligation to test each lot of the raw material
used for manufacturing drug and each batch of
the final product, they said.

Besides, they said, the Drug Control
Department lifts samples of drugs randomly
as well as on the basis of complaints from the
vendors. J&K has two testing labs, one each at
Jammu and Srinagar, they said.

Intelligence cum legal cell has been cre-
ated vide an order (No. 638-HME of 2018)
dated 26.11.2018 to facilitate busting of spuri-
ous drug rackets and the prompt prosecution

of perpetrators of crime under Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, they said.

They had also stated that the petitioner has
not gone through the “label claims” of medici-
nal preparations, which are governed by Rules
96 and 97 of the Drugs Rules, 1945.

Among others, every drug manufactured in
India shall bear on its label the number of the
licence under which the drug is manufactured,
the figure representing the manufacturing li-
cence number being preceded by the words
'Manufacturing Licence Number' or 'Mfg. Lie.
No." or 'MLL. The authorities said that there is
proper complaint redressal mechanism and
all the complaints received are attended to the
entire satisfaction of end-users. “The Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has to broadly
rely on manufactures “in-house testing and
the regulatory mechanism available within the
respective States from where manufactured
drugs enter the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. The Department has carried out ex-
tensive market checks and found that the drugs
in circulation are manufactured by companies
having established credentials.”

The authorities submitted that a detailed
mechanism is put in place for training of per-
sonnel, lifting of samples and their testing to
determine the quality of drugs and medicines.

Vande Mataram Gave

“Rishi Bankim Chandra strengthened the
bond between Maa Bharti and her sons and in-
spired people to secure independence,” he said.

LG Sinha said the commitment and dedica-
tion of every citizen to the Motherland will
take the nation towards its destiny of a Viksit
Bharat. “The young generation must remember
they are inheritors of a great civilization, and
their contribution to the nation’s progress will
be a true tribute to Maa Bharti,” he added.

The event marked 150 years since Vande
Mataram was written by Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay on Akshaya Navami in 1875.
The national song first appeared in the liter-
ary journal Bangadarshan as part of his novel
Anandamath.

The celebration also featured a mass sing-
ing of the full version of Vande Mataram, with
participation from citizens across all sections
of society.

Member of Parliament Jugal Kishore Sharma,
Rajya Sabha MP Ghulam Ali Khatana, Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo, Principal Secretary
(Home) Chandraker Bharti, Principal Secretary
(Culture) Brij Mohan Sharma, Divisional
Commissioner Jammu Ramesh Kumar, senior
officials, and prominent citizens were present.
Officials and participants from across Jammu
and Kashmir also joined the event virtually.

CM On NC’s

the actual usage. “Without a meter, we can’t
determine the electricity bill. This is the truth.
We can't provide 200 units of free electricity
through an agreement. Free electricity can only
be provided where a meter is installed, and
through the meter, we know how much elec-
tricity is being used,” he said.

The Chief Minister, however, clarified that
the choice to install the meter lies with the
people. “If you don’t want a meter, don’t install
it. Your electricity bill will be per agreement.
But if you want 200 units free, that is our firm
promise,” he added.

Omar accused his political rivals of mislead-
ing the public by creating fear around smart
meters. “They’re turning electricity into a po-
litical slogan when the reality is that meters
make consumption fair and transparent,” he
said.

Reiterating his party’s commitment to de-
velopment, Omar also promised a university
for Budgam “as a gesture of gratitude” to the
people for their support. He further announced
plans for a cricket academy in Budgam, while
revealing that he was in touch with the Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) to de-
velop cricketing infrastructure in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“In Jammu, the stadium will come up in

Kathua, and here, the cricket academy will be
established in Budgam,” Omar said.

PDP-BJP Bonhomie

Democratic Party (PDP) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) remains intact in Jammu and
Kashmir, asserting that the two parties contin-
ue to share a “hidden understanding.”

Addressing a road show in Budgam, Omar hit
out at the PDP for its “double standards,” saying
that the party which once sought votes to keep
the BJP out of power had later joined hands
with it. “In 2014, PDP sought votes to keep BJP
out. You trusted them and voted against the
National Conference. But what happened af-
ter the elections? They brought BJP to power
and began eroding Jammu and Kashmir,” Omar
said.

He said while the National Conference too
had sought votes last year on the same plank,
it did not compromise for power. “Did we join
hands with the BJP after the elections? No,
that’s the difference between the PDP and the
NC. We stayed true to our word even if it cost
us politically,” Omar said.

He further alleged that the relationship be-
tween the PDP and the BJP was “still alive” and
urged people to question the PDP’s absence
from the Nagrota bye-election. “Why is there
no PDP candidate there? You must ask them
that,” he remarked.

'No Outside Interference

the 150th anniversary of "Vande Mataram"
in schools, saying there should be no outside
dictation on such matters and no interference
in governing the Union Territory.

"This decision has not been made by the
cabinet, nor has the education minister signed
off on it. We should decide what happens in
our schools without outside dictation on these
matters,” Omar told reporters here in the cen-
tral Kashmir district.

On October 30, the culture department of
J&K had called for schools across Jammu and
Kashmir to participate in the commemoration
of the 150th anniversary of "Vande Mataram."

This order faced strong backlash from the
Mutahida Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU), an alliance
of several religious organisations in J&K, which
demanded the immediate withdrawal of what
they termed a "coercive order," arguing that
parts of the song contradicted Islamic beliefs
regarding monotheism.

Omar was campaigning in the Budgam as-
sembly segment on Friday as the elections for
that seat are scheduled for November 11.

In response to a question regarding the ab-
sence of the party's Lok Sabha MP, Ruhullah
Mehdi — who has represented the influen-
tial Shia community three times — Omar re-
marked that his party has never compelled
anyone to campaign.

"Those who wish to campaign do so volun-
tarily, and those who do not want to will not.
That's perfectly fine; I don't force anyone to
campaign. However, when we succeed, those
who did not support us will not share in our
celebrations,” Omar added.

Ruhullah has been estranged from the party
over the last few months and has openly criti-
cised the functioning of the government.

The chief minister, who had vacated the
Budgam seat after winning from Ganderbal as
well, necessitating the bypolls in the constitu-
ency, said he never wanted to contest from two
seats.

"I had told my colleagues that I would not
contest from two seats, but this is not an ap-
propriate time to present the reality. A day will
come when everything will be shared with
you," he said.

Omar also expressed confidence of winning
both Budgam and Nagrota seats in Jammu,
where bypolls are also taking place.

"We feel that the situation is in our favour in
both the seats. Now, the final few days (of the
campaign) remain, and we have to work harder
to reach out to those voters whom we have not
yet appealed to, and encourage them to vote
for the National Conference," he said.(PTI)
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India Target Batting Consistency &
Series Win In Final Australia T201

Press Trust of India

BRISBANE: On the cusp of an-
other overseas series win, India
will look to overcome batting in-
consistencies and finish the tour
of Australia with authority when
the two sides clash in the fifth
and final T20 International here
on Saturday.

With an unassailable 2-1 lead
in the five-match series, India
have extended their 17-year
streak of not losing a T20I series
against Australia and Suryaku-
mar Yadav and Co. will look to
finish strongly in this one too.

The focus will be on Shubman
Gill and skipper Suryakumar
Yadav's batting, while Australia
will look to counter India's spin
challenge when the two sides
clash for the last time ahead of
next year's T20 World Cup in In-
dia and Sri Lanka.

India showed better tactical
awareness in the previous match,
adjusting on a tricky Carrara
pitch. Gill led the way in a prom-
ising start of 121 for 2 in 14 overs
before a late collapse saw them
lose four wickets for 15 runs.

For vice-captain Gill, it has
been seven innings without a
fifty, though his 46 in the fourth
T20 was a sign of his returning

form.

Gill has not quite displayed
the fluent touch that has de-
fined his batting in recent years.
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Dabirah Hassan

Semi-Finals Held In Budgam

championship match.

Inter-District UT Level Cricket

day of the event on Friday.

BUDGAM: The Department of Youth
Services and Sports Budgam-hosted

nament for Boys Under-14 witnessed
thrilling semi-final matches on the fifth

In the first semi-final, District Shop-
ian registered a remarkable win over
District Kulgam to enter the final. The
second semifinal saw District Anant-
nag defeat District Ganderbal in a com-
petitive clash to secure their spot in the

Tour-

Kashmir.

The third-place match will be played
on Saturday at Eidgah Ground Sheikh-
pora, while the much-awaited final be-
tween Shopian and Anantnag is sched-
uled at Sports Stadium Budgam.

The ongoing tournament, organ-
ised under the supervision of District
Youth Services and Sports Officer Gh-
ulam Hassan Lone, continues to wit-
ness great enthusiasm, sportsmanship,
and outstanding performances from
budding cricketers across Jammu and

He looked composed in the last
match before being undone by a
slower ball. The opener will be
eager to sign off on a high and
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ease concerns within the team
management.

Suryakumar has also shown
flashes of brilliance across the se-
ries but has struggled to convert
his starts. The captain would be
expected to bat with more free-
dom and lead by example ahead
of next month's South Africa.

Tilak Varma is another batter
who is yet to find his rhythm,
managing scores of 0, 29, and 5
in his last three outings.

The pressure will also be on
wicketkeeper-batter Jitesh Shar-
ma, who has featured ahead of
Sanju Samson in the last two
games but is yet to make a sub-
stantial impact.

Abhishek Sharma, however,
has lived up to his reputation as
the world's top-ranked T20 hit-
ter, scoring a fluent half-century
and providing brisk starts.

India's lower order has also
chipped in effectively, with Axar
Patel smashing an 11-ball 21 in
the previous match. The pres-
ence of all-rounders at No. 7 and
No. 8 has given the team valuable
flexibility and depth.

Match starts at 1:45 PM (IST).

UT Level Athletic Meet Ends At
KU; Jammu Emerges Champion

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Inter-Dis-
trict UT Level Athletic Meet
2025-26 for Girls Under-19
concluded on Friday at track
field of the University of
Kashmir here.

Around 150 athletes rep-
resenting various districts
of J&K showcased their
sports abilities, skills, and
sportsmanship to earn a

chance to represent the re-
gion at the national level.

An  enthusiastic and
charged atmosphere
marked the event, which
witnessed spirited perfor-
mances from athletes across
districts.

District Jammu emerged
as the overall champion,
followed closely by District
Kathua and District Udham-
pur which secured the next

two positions respectively.

The prize distribution
ceremony was graced by
DYSSO Srinagar Ghulan
Hassan Lone, accompanied
by Dr. Basharat Ali, Assis-
tant Director Physical Edu-
cation and Sports, Univer-
sity of Kashmir.

The meet concluded
with appreciation for the
athletes’ discipline and
sportsmanship.

UT Level Cricket Tournament Kicks Off At BHSS Bijbehara

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The much-awaited
UT Level Cricket Tournament
commenced on Friday with an in-
augural ceremony at Boys Higher
Secondary School Bijbehara, or-
ganised by the District Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Office, Anantnag.

The event witnessed an ener-
getic opening marked by the pres-
ence of Raja Yaqoob Ali, District
Youth Services and Sports Officer
Anantnag, who graced the occa-
sion as the Chief Guest. Among the
distinguished guests were the Sub

District Deputy Police Officer and
the Station House Officer (SHO) of
the concerned police station, who
joined the gathering to encourage

the participating teams and pro-
mote the spirit of sportsmanship
and discipline among youth.

In his inaugural address, DYSSO

Raja Yaqoob Ali highlighted the
importance of sports in foster-
ing teamwork, leadership, and
physical fitness among students.
He emphasized that such tourna-
ments provide a valuable platform
for young athletes to showcase
their talent and gain exposure at
higher levels.

The opening ceremony featured
the march past of participating
teams, representing different dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir, fol-
lowed by the formal declaration of
the tournament open. A total of 16
teams from across J&K are partici-

pating in this multi-day competi-
tion, which aims to promote crick-
eting excellence and strengthen
inter-district sporting ties.

The guests appreciated the ef-
forts of the District Youth Services
and Sports Office, Anantnag, for
their meticulous organization and
commitment to nurturing sport-
ing culture among the youth.

The tournament is expected to
continue in the coming days with
exciting fixtures lined up, promis-
ing competitive cricket and spir-
ited performances from budding
cricketers of Jammu and Kashmir.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHIL: The Supreme
Court issued a notice to
cricketer Mohammad Shami
on Friday on a plea filed by
his estranged wife, seeking
enhancement of the interim
maintenance granted to her
and their minor daughter.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Manoj Misra and Ujjal
Bhuyan sought Shami's re-
sponse on his wife's plea chal-
lenging two orders passed on
July 1 and August 25 by the
Calcutta High Court.

The high court has en-
hanced the interim mainte-
nance payable by Shami to
Rs 1.5 lakh per month for his

spouse and Rs 2.5 lakh per
month for their daughter,
while allowing the cricketer
to clear the arrears in eight
monthly instalments.

In her plea before the apex
court, Shami's wife has con-
tended that the amounts
awarded are "grossly inade-
quate”, considering the crick-
eter's financial standing and
"lavish lifestyle".

She has sought a monthly
maintenance of Rs 7 lakh for
herself and Rs 3 lakh for their
daughter.

The petition points out
that Shami's annual income,
as disclosed in his Income
Tax Return for 2021-22, stood
at nearly Rs 48 crore, while

she has been forced to live in
"downtrodden conditions",
struggling to meet even basic
expenses.

It also highlights Shami's
ownership of luxury vehi-
cles, including a Range Rover,
a Jaguar, a Mercedes and a
Toyota Fortuner. The couple
got married in April 2014.

In 2018, Shami's wife got
an FIR lodged at the Jadav-
pur police station in Kolkata,
alleging domestic violence,
which subsequently led to
a chargesheet against the
cricketer.

She later moved a court
under the Protection of
Women from Domestic Vio-
lence Act, seeking interim

SC Issues Notice To Mohammad Shami On
Wife's Plea For Higher Maintenance

maintenance.

A trial court had initially
granted Rs 80,000 per month
for the child but denied main-
tenance to Shami's spouse.

On appeal, the Sessions
Court awarded her Rs 50,000
and the child Rs 80,000 in
2023.

The Calcutta High Court,
through its July 1 order, fur-
ther increased the amounts
toRs 1.5 lakh and Rs 2.5 lakh,
respectively.

The August 25 order al-
lowed Shami to pay the ar-
rears in instalments.

Senior advocate Shobha
Gupta appeared in the court
for the cricketer's estranged
wife.

Raniji: Delhi To Blood
Bhardwaj On Likely
Turner v J&K

olstered by the presence of regular skipper
Ayush Badoni, Delhi will not settle for

anything less than an outright victory
against a spirited Jammu and Kashmir in a Rani
Trophy group D encounter, which will also be
their last home game of the season.

Having failed to record outright wins against
Himachal Pradesh (3 points) and Puducherry
(1 point), Delhi's campaign could be massively
derailed if they can't improve from current fifth
position in the eight team table.

With two very potent seam and swing bowl-
ers in Auqib Nabi and Umar Nazir Mir operating
in tandem, the Delhi batting line-up will face
its first proper test against a quality attack,
which it hadn't encountered in previous three
games (Hyderabad, HP and Puducherry).

Delhi will have their task cut out against
a batting line-up that has veteran skipper
Paras Dogra and seasoned Shubham Khajuria
ready to take the attack back to the opposition
camp. (PTI)

UT Level Yoga Competition
Reaches Under-14 Stage
In Baramulla

Level UT Level Yoga Competition has now
reached its Under-14 category events at
the Indoor Stadium Khawaja Bagh, Baramulla.

The prestigious event is being organised and
hosted by the Department of Youth Services
and Sports Baramulla under the overall super-
vision of District Youth Services and Sports
Officer (DYSSO) Baramulla.

In Friday’s session, the Under-14 Boys com-
petition witnessed energetic participation from
16 districts of J&K, with 91 young yoga athletes
showcasing their flexibility, balance, and disci-
pline in a highly spirited environment.

The event aims to promote holistic develop-
ment, physical fitness, and mental well-being
among the young athletes through the ancient
art of yoga. The participants demonstrated
remarkable skill and composure, reflecting the
growing popularity of yoga as a key component
of school-level sports activities.

The event continues to serve as a platform for
identifying promising talent that will represent
J&K at higher levels of competition. (Observer
News Service)

The ongoing Inter-District Provincial

J&K Cycle Polo Association
To Hold Trials For
Federation Cup

he J&K Cycle Polo Association is set to
Torganise selection trials for Senior Women

in preparation for the 15th (Women) Cycle
Polo Federation Cup 2025-26. The champion-
ship will be held in Jodhpur Rajasthan from
November 16 to 18.

The selection trials will take place at Botvi
Chavni Play Field Srinagar, on November 8 at
10:00 AM. Players (Girls Only) from affiliated
district units, as well as interested individuals,
are invited to participate.

“Each player must bring the following docu-
ments for eligibility verification: two passport-
size photographs, a photocopy of their Aadhaar
card (age proof), and a physical fitness certifi-
cate,” the association said in a press release.

“For more information, please contact:
7006095464, it added. (Observer News Service)

10 Arrested After Aston
Villa v Israeli Club Maccabi
Tel Aviv Game

ritish police said Friday that 10 people
were arrested the previous night around

the highly charged Europa League match

in Birmingham between English Premier
League side Aston Villa and Maccabi Tel Aviv, a
match that saw fans of the Israeli team banned.

West Midlands Police said the match passed
without major incident or disruption to the
game. It said five of the 10 arrested, including
two men accused of racially aggravated public
order offenses and another man accused of try-
ing to throw fireworks into the ground, are still
being held.

More than 700 officers were deployed
around the Villa Park stadium over concerns
of clashes between pro-Palestinian and pro-
Israeli groups. A pro-Palestine protest was held
outside the stadium before kick-off, where
hundreds turned up with Palestinian flags and
anti-Israeli banners.

There was a flashpoint as a woman holding
an Israeli flag walked past but she was quickly
escorted away by police before it escalated.

____________________________________
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Non-disclosure of Conviction by
Candidate Renders Election Void: SC

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The non-dis-
closure of conviction in a
nomination form will lead
to the disqualification of an
elected candidate, the Su-
preme Court has said.

A bench of Justices P S
Narasimha and A S Chan-
durkar passed the order on
an appeal filed by a former
councillor, Poonam, who
was unseated from the
post as she did not disclose
her conviction in a case in
the nomination form for

the election.

Poonam was unseated
from the municipal coun-
cillor's post in Nagar Pari-
shad, Bhikangaon, Madhya

Pradesh. She was convicted
in a cheque bounce case and
sentenced to imprisonment
for one year with a direction
to pay compensation.

Rejecting the petition-
er's plea to save her from
disqualification, the bench
said, "Once it is found that
there has been non-disclo-
sure of a previous convic-
tion by a candidate, it cre-
ates an impediment in the
free exercise of electoral
right by a voter."

"A voter is thus deprived
of making an informed and
advised choice. It would be
a case of suppression/non-
disclosure by such a can-
didate, which renders the
election void," it said.

Delhi Airport: Air Traffic Control
System Ghtch Delays Over 800 Flights

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Delhi airport,
the country's busiest airport,
plunged into chaos on Friday,
as more than 800 domes-
tic and international flights
were delayed due to the air
traffic control system's tech-
nical issue, which was later
addressed by the AAL

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) also said that due
to some backlogs, there may
be some delays in the nor-
mal functioning of automat-
ed operations, but the situa-
tion will be normal soon.

All airline operations at
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) were
impacted due to a techni-
cal issue in the Automatic
Message Switching System
(AMSS), which supports air
traffic control data.

Sources said more than

800 flights were delayed,
and at least 20 flights were
cancelled.

The national capital's In-
dira Gandhi International
Airport handles more than
1,500 flight movements daily.

The AAI in a post on X
at 8:56 pm, said it has ad-
dressed the "technical issue
in the Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS),
which caused delays in

processing flight plan mes-

sages". The issue was de-
tected in the IP-based AMSS
system on November 6.
"The OEM (Original
Equipment Manufacturer)
was engaged, and addi-
tional staff were deployed
to manually process Flight
Plans for the Air Traffic Con-
trol system to ensure unin-
terrupted and safe air traffic
operations immediately.

"A team of ECIL officials
and AAI personnel is still
on site. The AMSS systems
are up and functional now.
Due to some backlogs, there
may be some delays in the
normal functioning of auto-
mated operations, but the
situation will be normal
soon,” the AAI said in an-
other post on X.

ECIL (Electronics Cor-
poration of India Ltd) of-
ficials from Hyderabad
came to the national capi-
tal to help in addressing
the technical issue.

An enquiry will be con-
ducted to find out the rea-
sons that resulted in the
technical issue, sources said.

The AAI, which provides
air traffic control, naviga-
tion and other services,
deployed additional man-
power to manually process
flight plans.

Delhi HC Tells Google To Remove Rajat Sharma Deepfakes

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Friday directed
Google LLC to take down
two YouTube channels host-
ing and circulating deepfake
and fabricated videos using
the personality rights of
journalist Rajat Sharma.

The high court ordered
Google to take them down
within 36 hours and to dis-
close BSI details, access and
contact details and moneti-
sation data of the channels
to Sharma within one week.

"Keeping in the averments
made in the application cat-
egorically asserting the vid-
eos uploaded on these chan-
nels are fake, doctored and
Al generated impersonating
plaintiff no. 1 (Sharma) and
spreading misinformation,
the court is satisfied that the
plaintiff has made out a case
for issuance of directions as
prayed for," Justice Manmeet

Pritam Singh Arora said.

The court directed Sharma
and Google to have a mutual
meeting where the journalist
can bring to Google's atten-
tion the deepfake content.

It asked Google to ensure
that identical content is re-
moved to obviate the plain-
tiff's onus of making an en-
deavour to look out for such
content on the channels.

The action is not only
necessary to protect the
plaintiffs common law
rights and statutory rights
but also to help in stopping
the spreading of misinfor-
mation, the court said.

W

It allowed the fresh inter-
im application of Sharma in
his suit seeking protection
of his personality rights.

The court was hearing the
journalist's suit against sev-
eral defendants.

The lawsuit alleges that
the firms were perpetuating
gross misinformation, includ-
ing through wrongful use of
Al for the creation of doctored
videos bearing distorted,
modified, and modulated im-
ages or voice and other per-
sonality traits of Sharma.

The counsel representing
Sharma submitted that the
two channels were primarily

dedicated to the journalist,
so they were praying for the
taking down of the channels
and not just the content.

He said the YouTube
channels  unauthorisedly
lifted copyright footage from
Sharma's news channel, and
doctored and edited it.

The counsel called the two
channels "rogue” for hosting
deepfake, fabricated videos
and impersonating Sharma,
as well as other prominent
Indian journalists.

The court granted liberty to
Sharma to approach Google
regarding any other false or
fake videos uploaded against
him on any other channel and
ordered Google to take them
down within 48 hours.

Earlier, another bench of
the high court passed an in-
terim order protecting Shar-
ma's personality rights, while
ordering the removal of any
content bearing doctored
traits of the TV journalist.

OFFICE OF THE CONVENOR ELECTION COMMITTEE

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BANK OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION KASHMIR
(AFFILIATED TO AIBOA)
RAJBAGH EXTENSION ABOVE JK BANK TRC SRINAGAR J&K

Ref No: JKBOA(K)- Election 2025-03 Dated: 06.11.2025 JKBOA

VENUE NOTIFICATION.

All members of The Jammu and Kashmir Bank Officer's Association Kashmir JKBOA (K)
are hereby informed that Election 2025 for the officer bearers of the Association
scheduled on 08th November 2025 shall be held at the following polling stations. The
member of JKBOA (K) can exercise their right to vote at any of the following designated
polling stations.

All members are requested to mandatorily carry their Employee (Bank) Identity Card with

them foridentification.

Polling station Venue address Time of Polling
ANANTNAG WazirBagh Park Anantnag
AWANTIPORA NearJ&KBank Awantipora
BARAMULLA Dak Bunglow Baramulla, Adjacent
to District Police Lines Baramulla
BANDIPORA RSETIBandiporaTawheed Bagh
BUDGAM Town Hall near New Bus Stand Budgam 10.00AM
t03.00PM
GANDERBAL RSETI Ganderbal - Top FloorJ&K Bank
Ganderbal
KULGAM RSETI Kulgam Town Plaza Kulgam
KUPWARA Town Hall Kupwara Near Masjid
Murshideen Kupwara
SOPORE RSETIBaramulla Bye Pass Road
Amargarh Sopore
SHOPIAN Lead District office, 2nd Floor Main
Branch Shopian
PULWAMA Hotel AkbarNear Old Bus Stand Pulwama
SRINAGAR S.PCollege MARoad Srinagar 10.00AM
to4.00PM

MMHEEI’éharekhan
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Abbas Ads: 7006444730

MAKE YOUR VOICES HEARD
EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE

08th November 2025

Sd/-
Imtiyaz Ahmad Beigh

(Convenor Election Committee)

Contact: M | Securities - 9906518342 / 9906684475
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