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E>CEPTIONAL RCADEMY

Hello, Kashmir

DON'T MAKE

Budgam, Nagrota
By-Polls On Nov 11

Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, addressing a
press conference in New Delhi,
said polling for the two vacant
J&K seats will take place on
November 11, while count-

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
on Monday announced the
schedule for by-elections to

the Budgam and Nagrota as-
sembly seats in Jammu and
Kashmir, which will be held
alongside the Bihar Assembly
elections in 2025.

ing of votes will be held on
November 14.

The Budgam assembly seat
fell vacant after Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah | More on P6

Nomination Process

Begins For 4 J&K RS Seats

he nomination process for four Rajya Sabha seats
Tfrom Jammu & Kashmir began on Monday with

the issuance of three separate notifications by the
Election Commission of India (ECI), outlining the time-
table for the polls. The notifications were issued after
the President of India called upon the elected members
of the Legislative Assembly of the | More on P6

NC Likely To Concede
One Seat To Congress

he ruling National Conference (NC) is not averse to of-
Tfering a seat to its alliance partner, the Congress, for the

upcoming Rajya Sabha elections scheduled for October
24, sources disclosed. Reliable sources said that NC has not

expressed any reluctance to offer a seat to | More on P6

From Warm To Wintry: Snow, Rain

Bring Down Temperatures
Weather Office Issues Orange Alert In J&K

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Fresh snowfall in the
higher reaches and steady rain
in the plains on Monday brought
a sudden chill across Kashmir,
causing temperatures to plum-
met by nearly 10 degrees.
Officials said snowfall was
reported from Sinthan Top
in Anantnag, Affarwat in
Gulmarg, Zojila Pass, Razdan
Top in Gurez Valley, and oth-
er high-altitude areas, while

Srinagar and other plains
received moderate rainfall
through the day.

The maximum temperature
in Srinagar dropped to around
11°C — a sharp fall from 22.6°C
recorded on Sunday — as over-
cast skies and persistent show-
ers gripped the Valley.

Faizan Keng while talking
to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) said,
“January  like  conditions

Register Now

Centre
Hikes DA For
Employees
From July 1

prevailed in Kupwara and
Baderwah as temperatures fell
16.0 C below normal.”

The maximum temperature

settled below normal across
Union Territory with Srinagar

recording a day temperature
of 12.5 degree Celsius (13.0 de-
gree Celsius | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Central
Government has approved a
3 percent hike in Dearness
Allowance (DA) for its employ-
ees, raising it from 55 percent
to 58 percent of the Basic Pay
with effect from July 1, 2025.

According to an Office
Memorandum issued by the
Ministry of Finance, the re-
vised DA rates will benefit
civilian employees as well as
personnel of the Defence and
Railway Services, with sepa-
rate orders to be issued by the
concerned ministries.

The hike, aimed at offsetting
inflationary pressure, will be
calculated on the Basic Pay as
per the 7th | More on P6

SC Issues Notice To Centre
On Wangchuk’s Detention

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Supreme Court
on Monday sought a re-
sponse from the Centre and
the Union Territory of Ladakh
on a writ petition filed by
Gitanjali ] Angmo, wife of
activist Sonam Wangchuk,
challenging his detention un-
der the National Security Act
(NSA) and seeking his imme-
diate release.

A bench  comprising

Justices Aravind Kumar and
N V Anjaria did not pass any
order on her plea seeking
the grounds of detention and
posted the matter for hearing
on October 14. “Something
has been done for now,” the
bench noted.

Wangchuk was detained on
September 26, two days after
violent protests in Ladakh de-
manding statehood and Sixth
Schedule status left four peo-
ple dead | More on P6

Baramulla

CEO Removed
After Social
Media Directive

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Chief Education
Officer (CEO) of Baramulla dis-
trict was removed from his
post on Monday, just two days
after issuing a circular direct-
ing teaching and non-teaching
staff to refrain from criticising
government policies on social
media.

Bashir Ahmad Shah, the CEO
in charge of Baramulla, has
been attached to the Directorate
of School Education Kashmir
pending inquiry, while the CEO
of Bandipora has been given ad-
ditional charge of the district
until further orders, according
to an official order issued by the
administrative secretary of the
School Education Department.

The circular | More on P6

Maha FDA Flags Coldrif Syrup
Batch Tied to Child Deaths

Press Trust of India

Mumbai: The Maharashtra
FDA on Monday appealed to
the people to immediately
stop the sale or use of a spe-
cific batch of Coldrif syrup, fol-
lowing child deaths in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan alleg-
edly linked to the medicine.
Earlier, the Tamil Nadu
drug control authorities, in
their report of October 2,
declared the Coldrif syrup
sample (Batch No SR-13;
Mfg: May 2025; Exp: April

Sresan
Kancheepuram, as adulter-
ated because it contained di-
ethylene glycol (48.6% w/v), a
poisonous substance “which
may render the contents inju-

Pharmaceuticals,

As many as 14 child
deaths have been report-
ed from Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district due to
suspected renal failure, linked
to the consumption of the
“toxic” cough syrup.

“The public is urged to re-
main cautious and to report
any possession of Coldrif
Syrup Batch No. SR-13 to
the nearest Drugs Control
Authority without delay,” the
Maharashtra Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) said in a
statement on Monday.

2027) manufactured by  rious to health”. It warned | More on P6

Refrain From ecretary, Health & Medical  over-the-counter (OTC) cough
|f d- - Education, Dr Syed Abid and cold syrups. He made these

Self-me |catmg Rasheed Shah, on Monday remarks while chairing a meet-

Children: Secy
Health

emphasized the need for
rational medication in children,
warning against the misuse of

ing at the Civil Secretariat, at-
tended by Commissioner, Food
& Drugs | More on P6

Lawyer Tries To Hurl
Shoe At CJ1I Gavai

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: In a shocking secu-
rity breach, a 71-year-old law-
yer allegedly attempted to hurl
a shoe towards Chief Justice
of India B R Gavai in his court-
room in the Supreme Court on
Monday, prompting the Bar
Council of India to suspend his
license with immediate effect.

unfazed during and after the
unprecedented incident during
the court proceedings, asked
the court officials and the se-
curity personnel present inside
the courtroom to “just ignore”
it and to let off the errant
lawyer identified as Rakesh
Kishore with a warning.

"Don't get distracted by all
this. We are not distracted.

The (]I, who remained These things do | More on P6
rime Minister Narendra Modi on
AttaCk Has Monday spoke to Chief Justice of India B
Angered R Gavai to convey his condemnation of
Every a lawyer's attempt to hurl a shoe at him, and
. said the attack has angered every Indian.
Indian: PM  "Thereis no place for such | More on P6

KPDCL Vows Better
Power Supply This Winter

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Kashmir Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited (KPDCL) on Monday
assured consumers of im-
proved and uninterrupted
power supply during the
upcoming winter, despite
challenges posed by recent
floods and adverse weather
conditions.

KPDCL Managing Director
Mahmood Ahmad Shah said
the discom has made sig-
nificant improvements com-
pared to last year. “This year
so far, KPDCL has provided
better power supply to con-
sumers. A lot of improvement

has been made in the discom
in comparison to the previous
year,” he said.

On the installation of smart
meters, Shah said over 1.25
lakh new meters have been
added across rural and urban
areas of Kashmir this year,
building on the 3 lakh meters
installed last year. The MD
emphasized that the goal is
to achieve 100% smart meter
coverage in the valley.

He also highlighted infra-
structure upgrades, including
the installation of insulated
cables and the functioning of
the Low Capacity Power (LCP)
system. “Sometimes we face
faults due | More on P6

HC Denies Bail To Duo
In Codeine Syrup Seizure Case

Says Humanitarian Grounds Cannot Override Statutory Provisions

M Ahmad

Srinagar: Underscoring that
the fight against drug abuse
outweighs individual liberties,
a Srinagar court on Monday
rejected the bail applications
of two individuals accused of

procuring large quantities of
codeine phosphate-based syr-
up using fake licenses in 2022.

“The larger public interest
in curbing the drug menace is
paramount, as highlighted in
surveys showing an alarming
rise in substance abuse among

youth such as 1.3 crore cannabis
users and nearly 90% of phar-
maceutical addiction cases,”
observed Special Judge (NDPS
cases) Srinagar Vinod Kumar
while dismissing the bail pleas
filed by Rameez Yousuf Dar of
Nowgam and | More on P6
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Global Study Projects 51 Lakh In India Could Be At
Risk Of Chikungunya Every Year In Long-Term

Press Trust of India

of chikungunya in the long-term, poten-

tially putting 51 lakh people at risk of the

mosquito-borne infection every year, a
global modelling study published in the British
Medical Journal (BM]) Global Health suggests.
Brazil and Indonesia might be the second and
third most affected, with impacts due to the
disease in India and Brazil accounting for 48 per
cent of the global impact on healthcare systems
and individuals, the findings show.
The study, led by researchers at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, sug-
gests chronic health impacts will be the big-
gest concern, with existing evidence suggest-
ing around 50 per cent of the affected possibly

India could experience the biggest impacts

grappling with a long-term disability.

Around the world, more than 1.40 crore people
every year could be at risk of chikungunya in-
fection in the long term, the study estimated.
"The potential spread of vectors carrying virus-
es like chikungunya won't wait for us to carry
out years of research, so it's been extremely im-
portant to us that the model we're working on
is shared and used in real time to help public
health professionals manage current cases and
prepare for the future,” said co-author Sushant
Sahastrabuddhe, associate director general of
innovation, initiatives, and enterprise devel-
opment at the International Vaccine Institute,
South Korea.

Chikungunya is a virus that spreads through
bites of the 'Aedes aegypti' and 'Aedes albop-
ictus' mosquitoes, more commonly known as
yellow fever and tiger mosquitoes. Symptoms

can include high fever and severe joint pain,
and about 50 per cent of the patients are said to
suffer from long-term joint pain and disability.
While there are no specific treatments for the
viral mosquito-borne infection, two preventive
vaccines have been approved for use in certain
countries, including the US.

The study is the first of its kind to predict chi-
kungunya burden by combining existing data
on chikungunya infections with factors that
may influence the likelihood of infections, the
authors said.

Previous estimates that often looked at surveil-
lance and outbreak reports could likely be an
underestimate, they added.

Estimates presented in the study could be use-
ful for prioritising regions and targeting vul-
nerable age groups -- children under 10, adults
aged 80 and over -- for introducing chikungu-

nya vaccine, the team said.

They estimated "global chikungunya burden
annually of 14.4 million (1.44 crore) infections”
and "India and Brazil accounted for 48 per cent
of the global burden".

"The chronic phase accounts for 54 per cent
of chikungunya burden, with relatively higher
burden among 40-60-year-old population, with
mortality disproportionately affecting children
under 10 and adults over 80," the team added.
Lead researcher Hyolim Kang, also a research
fellow at Nagasaki University, "It's been widely
thought that mosquitoes carrying chikungunya
would be confined to subtropical or tropical
continents, but our analysis has found that the
risk extends way beyond these regions."
"Prevention of the spread of this disease is im-
portant for everyone. There are no specific an-
tiviral therapies for chikungunya and treatment
relies solely on supportive care. Not only are in-
fections extremely painful, even the healthiest
of people can be infected and left with life-long
disability," Kang said.

Lancet: Conflicts, Climate Change
Deepen Global Food Security Gaps

Press Trust Of India

bout half of the world’s population may
not be able to access healthy food, clean

environment or earn a living wage, in-

dicating inequities in human health
that have been made worse by geopolitical con-
flicts and climate change, according to a new
Lancet report.
Further, the world’s food system — contributing
to 30 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions — is
the main driver of challenges the planet faces
by impacting climate, biodiversity, land use
change, among others, it said.
The crisis of inequity in access to conditions
required for good human health and environ-
mental harm due to global food systems threat-
ens human health and the resilience of planet
Earth, authors said in the ‘2025 EAT-Lancet
Commission on Healthy, Sustainable, and Just
Food Systems’.
Launched in January 2019, the ‘EAT-Lancet
Commission’ outlines recommendations for a
‘planetary health diet’ — favouring fruits, veg-
etables, nuts and legumes and small portions
of meat and dairy —and targets for achieving a

sustainable food production by 2050.

The 2025 report “presents the most compre-
hensive scientific analysis of global food sys-
tems to date,” the authors said. “More than half
of the world’s population struggles to access
healthy diets, leading to devastating conse-
quences for public health, social equity and the
environment,” they wrote.

They added, “Although hunger has declined in
some regions, recent increases linked to ex-
panding conflicts and emergent climate change
impacts have reversed this positive trend.”
“The evidence laid out in our report is clear:
the world must act boldly and equitably to en-
sure sustainable improvements. The choices we
make today will determine the health of people
and the planet for generations,” Shakuntala
Haraksingh Thilsted, co-chair of the commis-
sion and director for nutrition, health and food
security at the Consultative Group on Interna-
tional Agricultural Research (CGIAR), a global
parternship of organisations working on food
security, said.

“Food systems are a major contributor to many
of the crises we face today, and at the same
time, the key to solving them,” Thilsted said.
The report reinforces the planetary health diet,

first described in the 2019 report as plant-rich,
flexible diets, including whole grains — about
150 grams or three to four servings per day.
Five hundred grams or five servings of fruits
and vegetables, 25 grams of nuts and 75 grams
of legumes such as beans and lentils (one serv-
ing of each) is recommended in the diet.

The “plant-rich diet” is supported by a moder-
ate intake of foods obtained from animals, with
red meat contributing zero-200 grams or one
serving in a week and poultry up to 400 grams
or two servings in a week. Fish can constitute
up to 700 grams or two servings in a week, and
dairy up to 500 grams or one serving of milk,
yogurt, or cheese per day, along with three to
four eggs in a week, according to the recom-
mendations.

Adherence to the dietary recommendations has
been associated with significantly reduced risk
of major chronic diseases, including type 2 dia-
betes, cardiovascular disease, certain cancers,
and obesity, the report said.

Benefits also include an estimated 27 per cent
lower risk of premature death, which may
translate into averting around 15 million pre-
mature deaths every year globally, compared to
current diets, it said.

The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
IAPMD Department
Zonal Office, Srinagar

%~J&K Bank

Serving To Empower

POSSESSION NOTICE
Notice under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI ACT, 2002 read with
Rule 8 (1) of the Security (Enforcement) Interest Rules, 2002

Whereas the Authorized Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002 and in exercise
of powers under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notice
dated 26.06.2023, thereby calling upon the Borrower namely 1) Mr. Aftab
Ahmad Misger S/O Kh. Mohi-ud-din Misger R/O Soura, Srinagar (Prop.
M/s Hindustan Metal Products) (Borrower/Mortgagor) to repay an
amount of Rs. 1,41,90,220.00 (Rupees One Crore Forty One lakh Ninety
Thousand Two Hundred Twenty Only) being the balance outstanding as
on 31.05.2023 in the account of the borrower, within 60 days from the
date of the said notice together with the future interest and other charges
thereon.

The said borrowers having failed to repay the said amount, notice is
hereby given to the said borrowers in particular and the public in general
that the undersigned being authorized officer of the J&K Bank Ltd. has
taken possession of the mortgage property described herein below, in

. argarcés (R ﬁﬁ%’ & OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL exercise of the powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said
m ol IREL (India) Limited rec VW a TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules, on 4th day of October, 2025.
\Mu_) (Formerly Indian Rare Earths Limited) NEw INDIASTS Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in Address The _borrowers_ In partlf:ular _and the pl_Jbllc in gene.ral are hereby
— . . ArATEY W A in data to the Registration Certificate No.JKO4F cautioned against dealing with the said property in any manner
Rare Earths Division, Kochi, Kerala, 6304  issued in favour of JUNAID ASHRAF DAR whatsoever and any dealings with the said property will be subject to the
I email: purchase-red@irel.co.in Parentage MOHAMMAD ASHRAF DAR o . .
'. Whereas an application has been recieved by one charge of the J&K Bank Limited for the amount in aggregating to Rs.1,
CIN: U15100MH1950G01008187 . . .
) ) ] JUNAID ASHRAF DAR Parentage MOHAMMAD 96, 70,961.52 (Rupees One crore ninety six lakh seventy thousand nine
, An IS0 9001:2015, 150 14001:2015 & IS0 45001:2018 Company ASHRAF DAR wherein he claimed that the Ad- . : . . .
| dress has been wrongly recorded in the records of hundred sixty one and fifty two paisa only) together with future interest
\ TENDER NOTICE . : e : :
- e CINUER S Registration Certificate as GULSHAN ABAD CHRARI thereon from 01.10.2025 and other charges incurred or to be incurred.
IREL (India) Limited, Rare Earths Division invites tender for the following item/job i R . .
! description: ISngg_Fr ?glzgm Vgngg Ar};ed; to bte ChaF'Esg oaé The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of
' arentage . . . .
' | ttemvjob description Availability of Tender in GeM Portal AHMAD BAKSHI Now therefore it Section 13 of the Act, in respect of the time available, to redeem the
Transportation (ARC) of Rare Earths 04102025 is notified for the information of the general pub- secured assets.
Chloride o lic that objections if any in this regard shal reach Description of the Immovable Propertv
in written in the office of the Assistant Regional . .
For details visit the following websites: Transport office Budgam within a period of 7 days Land measurlng 10 Mal"laS fa"lng under Khasra NO. 981/248 & 988/249
gem.gov.in, www.irel.co.in/tender-information, https://eprocure.gov.in/cppp LTOTITI the date of ?ublication <f3f thiSlHOt(ijCE in the min of Khata No. 329 & 418 and Khewat No. 279 & 363 situated at Mouza
b I— S aily newspaper.After expiry of stipulated time no . 0o PP . . .
Any corngendum/ extensmn togigeve tenders shall be hosted in above websites only. objection will be entertained. Awanti Bhawan Tehs_ll Eldgah District Srmag?r stal?dlng_ in the name of
Sd/- Mr. Aftab Ahmad Misger S/O Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Misger R/O 174-
cbc48145/12/0006/2526 GM & Head, RED Assistant Regional Transport officer Dulbagh, Soura, Srinagar.
mcb Budgam Kashmir - -
Authorized Officer
Published Since 1997 KASHMI TANTRAY NEWS NOTICE
= AGENCY RAJ BAGH BASHIR NEW AGENCY I This is to inform the general public that Ms. Unieab Javid,D/o
AR[F NEWS AGENCY JAWHAR NAGAR AGA NEWS AGENCY AL[ KADAL Javid Hussain MUkeem,R/O Nowhar Charar sharief ,haS
applied for registration/approval of her firm Proprietor of
%URﬁHTAQ KALASH- KALASHPORA HABBAKADAL NEWS AGENCY EQIEADAL Kashmir Shore Toursand Travel.
If any person or party has any objection in this regard, they
ALTAF NEWS AGENCY | FATEHKADAL FAROOQ NEW AGENCY GOJWARA may file the same in writing with the concerned department
% within 15 days from the date of publication of this notice.
IS AVAILABLE IN SRIANGAR AT FOLLOWING PLACES ﬁi&ﬁg NEW KHAWAJABAZAR | DAR NEWS ACENCY %%?R
AFTAB MAR-
QEEEE\L'AH NEWS  |AMIRAKADAL | BUDSHAH NEWS AGENCY KET NAZIR NEWS AGENCY | RAINAWARI CHANDER NEWS AGENCY BEMINA PUBLIC NOTICE
KHALID NEWS HAMDANIYA ;
i[NKglglgg NEWS AMIRAKADAL RASHEED GAZALA LAL CHOWK | | AcENCY COLONY JONSON NEWS AGENCY SEKIDAFAR | have changed my name from (old name) Mudasir
Nasreen Handoo to (new name) Mudasir Nasreen. In
;G\([;JEPﬁgyR[ NEWS LAL CHOWK RAFIQ NEWS AGENCY BATMALOO BHAT NEWS AGENCY JEIEEE SHAFAT NEWS AGENCY AL future I willbe known as my(new name)Mudasir Nasreen.
NOWSHEH- If anybody is having any objection he/she may contact
KHAN NEWS AGENCY |REGAL CHOWK | MEHRA] NEWS AGENCY DALGATE | |BILALNEWSAGENCY |KAK SARAI KHALIQ NEWS AGENCY RA . y té; ‘g 9 any J,th, ! i i j
assport Office Srinagar, within 7 days. After 7 days no
MUZAFFAR ALI NEWS NOWSHEH-
ey, WS DALGATE ASHIQ NEWS AGENCY GAGRIBAL | |AcENCY ALAMGIRI BAZAR {BILAL NEWS AGENCY RA objection willbe accepted.
Media line advt
%EﬁgyNEWS KOHNKHAN SAMA NEWS AGENCY SHALIMAR TARIQ NEWS AGENCY | M.K. CHOWK MUZAMIL NEWS AGENCY SOURA
GULZAR NEWS SKIMS
ROPOORNEWS | NisHaT WANI NEWS AGENCY HYDERPORA | | AGENCY 20l SUBHAN NEWS AGENCY SOURA PUBLIC NOTICE
HASAN NEWS itton
SHEIKH NFWS SOURA NISAR NEWS AGENCY LAL BAZAR My name has been wrongly written in my adhaar card and DOB
AGENCY HYDERPORA AL NOOR NEWS AGENCY NOWGAM AGENCY certificate as Sayyidah Sabahat D/o Syed Tahir Moosavi while
BASHIR NEWS my correct name as per school records is Sabahat Syed D/o Syed
FAIRDEAL NEWS AIRPORT BISMILLAH NEWS AGENCY BAGHE AGENCY BUCHPORA BASHIR NEWS AGENCY HAZRAT BAL Tahir Hussain. Now | have applied for the correction of the same
AGENCY MEHTAB if anybody has any objectionin this regard he/she may file them
AL FALAH NEWS AIJAZ NEWS AGENCY |HAZRAT BAL YASIR NEWS AGENCY ZAKOORA in the concerned office / adhaar centre Jammu / Srinagar within
AGENCY NATIPORA FIDA NEWS AGENCY RAJ BAGH seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
FRDOUS NEWS FOR ANY QUERY, CALL CIRCULATION
AGENCY PIRBAGH HARMINDER NEWS AGENCY GOG]JI BAGH DEPTT. : 0194-2502327 Sabahat Syed
. —- - D/0 Syed Tahir Hussain inf
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69th National School
Games Kick Off In Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu & Kash-
mir takes center stage in
national sports as the 69th
National School Games for
Football (U-19 Boys) kicked
off Monday at TRC Football
Ground, Srinagar.

This year’s National
School Games has drawn
participation from 30
teams representing vari-
ous States and Union Ter-
ritories across the country,
with matches scheduled to
be played at six different
venues. The events include
competitions in Football,
Wushu, Taekwondo, and
Table Tennis.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah officially de-

clared open the 69th Na-
tional School Games by
ceremonially Kkicking a
football, marking the for-
mal commencement of
the national-level sport-
ing event. Addressing the
players and athletes. J&K
Director General of Youth
Services & Sports, Anu-
radha Gupta talked about
the features of the event in
Jammu & Kashmir.

The department also
launched its official podcast,
“Khel Khel Mein”, featuring
stories of athletes and grass-
roots champions to inspire
young talent. Reinforcing
the “Sports for All, Fitness
for All” mission, Gupta
urged youth and civil soci-
ety to actively participate.

Altaf Bukhari Calls On LG

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Apni Party Presi-
dent Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari called on Lieuten-
ant Governor (LG) Manoj
Sinha today at Raj Bhavan
in Srinagar. They discussed
the current political and se-

-2

mir,” the press release said.

“On this occasion, the
Apni Party leader applaud-
ed the administration’s an-
nouncement of providing
5 marlas of land to flood-
affected homeless and land-
less families, enabling them
to construct their dwell-

curity scenario in Jammu
and Kashmir, while Apni
Party President Bukhari
brought a range of pressing
public issues to the notice of
LG Sinha.

According to a state-
ment, “During the meet-
ing, Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari apprised LG Manoj
Sinha of several pressing
public issues and griev-
ances, and held discussions
with him on the prevailing
political and security situ-
ation in Jammu and Kash-

ing units on the allotted

plots. Furthermore, Syed
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari
urged LG Manoj Sinha to
ensure adequate compensa-
tion for those affected in the
fruit industry,” the press
release added.

He said that the recent
natural calamity and the
closure of NH-44 have in-
flicted huge losses on the
fruit industry, and that the
affected people are in des-
perate need of compensa-
tion from the government.

Bemina Residents Panic Over
Growing Stray Dog Threat

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Panic has en-
gulfed Gousia Colony in
Bemina, Srinagar, where
residents report that over
a hundred stray dogs have
taken over four lanes,
creating a serious public
safety threat. The situation
turned tragic on Monday
when an elderly woman
was chased and bitten by a
pack of dogs, sparking out-
rage among locals.
Residents said that the
stray dog population has
grown unchecked in recent
months. Despite repeated
complaints, the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
(SMC) has reportedly failed
to act, allowing the menace
to spiral out of control. “My
elderly mother was bitten

after being chased by stray
dogs. It is shameful that
SMC has ignored such a
dangerous situation,” said
one resident.

Movement during
morning and evening
hours has become espe-
cially risky for children
and senior citizens. “Even
school-going children are
scared to step outside. We
are living in fear,” another
local added.

The residents have
urged the SMC to launch
a large-scale sterilization
and relocation drive and to
deploy dog-catching teams
immediately to prevent
further incidents.

Attempts to contact the
SMC Commissioner for
comment were unsuccess-
ful. (inputs from KNT)

Ensure Seamless Expansion
Of e-Office Network: CS

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, on Monday
chaired a high-level meet-
ing to review the function-
ing of the Information
Technology (IT) Depart-
ment and the National In-
formatics Centre (NIC).

At the outset, the Chief
Secretary emphasized
the critical importance of
strengthening cybersecuri-
ty across the Union Territo-
ry, directing the IT Depart-
ment to expand the e-Office
network to all tehsil and
block offices. He also asked
for a detailed status report
identifying offices still out-
side the e-Office ambit.

Upgradation and Ca-
pacity Building

Dulloo instructed the
department to expedite the
upgradation of the State
Data Centre (SDC) and es-

tablish a Mini Security Op-
erations Centre (SoC). He
called for the creation of a
Centre of Excellence (CoE)
in IT to develop skilled
manpower aligned with
industry requirements and
urged officials to prepare a
proposal for a futuristic IT
Park to generate high-end
employment opportunities.

Department Achieve-
ments Highlighted

Secretary IT Dr. Piy-
ush Singla shared that the
number of government
websites audited by Third-
Party Auditors had risen
from 110 to 206 over the past
three months, with over 210
websites and applications
accessible to the public. He
added that the SDC is in the
process of obtaining ISO
27001 and ISO 20001 certi-
fications, underlining the
government’s commitment
to international standards
in information security.
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Centuries-Old Copper Nagashi May
Vanish Soon: Master Artisan Warns

Agencies

Srinagar: For over four decades,
the rhythmic tapping of tools
on copper sheets has echoed
through the modest workshop of
Manzoor Ahmed Nagashgeer, a
60-year-old artisan from Teing-
pora Nawakadal, Srinagar. He
has spent 45 years mastering the
centuries-old art of copper naqa-
shi, an intricate engraving craft
that once symbolized Kashmir’s
rich cultural heritage.

Manzoor said, “I inherited
this skill from my father when I
was only 10 or 12 years old. This
art has been in our family for five
generations. I learned it from my
father, who learned it from his
uncle. But sadly, I don’t see it con-
tinuing beyond me.”

Manzoor, a recipient of multi-
ple awards for his craftsmanship,
including recognition from for-
mer J&K Governor N. N. Vohra
and Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah, said he recently received
his fourth major award for his
lifelong dedication. “My work
has reached countries across the
world, but back home, the art is
dying,” he lamented.

9

While simple
nagashi on copper
utensils still exists,
detailed, hand-engraved
naqashi, which brought
international acclaim

to Kashmiri artisans, is
vanishing due to rising
costs and declining
demand.

While simple nagashi on cop-
per utensils still exists, detailed,
hand-engraved naqashi, which
brought international acclaim to
Kashmiri artisans, is vanishing
due to rising costs and declin-
ing demand. “Now I make pieces
only on order. The cost has gone
up so much that people prefer
cheaper, machine-made prod-
ucts,” Manzoor said.

He criticized government re-
vival efforts, stating that many
appointed trainers lack expertise
and mostly teach village women
who do it for livelihood rather
than understanding the craft’s

history and techniques.

Manzoor expressed concern
about the future of his family leg-
acy. “My children are not willing
to take up the profession. They’ve
seen me struggling. I haven’t re-
ceived significant work in the past
year. It’s not enough to sustain a
livelihood anymore,” he said.

Machine-made copper items
have further dented the mar-
ket for hand-engraved products.
“This art requires patience and
time. Machines can replicate de-
signs in minutes, but they can
never capture the soul of a crafts-
man’s touch,” he added.

Reflecting on the irreversible
decline, Manzoor said, “The real
masters of this art are no more.
The tools I used 20 years ago are
lying unused now. A single hand-
crafted piece costs thousands, but
there are no buyers left.”

For Manzoor Ahmed Nagash-
geer, every engraved motif tells a
story of tradition, patience, and
fading legacy. But as markets
shift toward mass production,
he fears that the age-old sound
of hammer on copper — once the
heartbeat of Srinagar’s old city —
may soon fall silent.
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1513 -Battle of La Motta: Spanish troops under
Raman de Cardona defeat the Venetians.

1520- 1st public burning of books in Netherlands, in
Louvain

1542- Explorer Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, on a voyage
for Spain, is the first European to discover Catalina
Island off the coast of California

1571- Battle of Lepanto: Holy League of southern
European nations formed by Pope Pius V destroy
an Ottoman fleet in a significant loss off Western
Greece

1637 - Prince of Orange Frederick Henry occupies
Breda during the Eighty Years' War

1702- British & Dutch troops under Marlborough
occupy Roermond

1737- A cyclone causes 40 foot waves that are
believed to have killed 300,000 in Calcutta, India
1763- George |ll of Great Britain issues Proclamation
of 1763, closing lands in North America north and
west of Alleghenies to white settlement

1777- Americans beat British in Second Battle of
Saratoga & Battle of Bemis Heights

1780- British defeated by American militia near
Kings Mountain, SC

1806- Carbon paper patented in London by
inventor Ralph Wedgwood

1828- The Greek city of Patras is liberated by the
French expeditionary force in Peloponnese under
General Maison.

1830- The Black Line begins; a leveé of colonists
in Tasmania, Australia, attempts to round up
Aborigines onto the Tasman Peninsula [1]

1840 - Willem | resigns as king of Netherlands
1879- Germany & Austrian-Hungary sign Twofold
Covenant

1886- Spain abolishes slavery in Cuba

1908 - Serbia & Montenegro sign anti-Austria-
Hungarian pact

1916- The German submarine U-53 arrives off
Newport, Rhode Island, and sinks 9 British
merchant ships in international waters

1926 - Italian Great Fascist Council forms

1929 - Ramsay MacDonald is first British Prime
Minister to address US Congress

1940 - World War II: the McCollum memao proposes
bringing the U.S. into the warin Europe by provoking
the Japanese to attack the United States.

1941 - German army occupies Viarma, USSR

1942 - US & UK government announce
establishment of United Nations

1954 - Hassan el Hodeiby, leader of the Muslim
Brothership, arrested in Egypt.

1971 - Northern Ireland Prime Minister Brian
Faulkner meets with British Prime Minister Edward
Heath; they agree to send an additional 1,500
British Army troops to Northern Ireland.

Event of interestEvent of Interest

1976 - Hua Guofeng succeeds Mao as Chairman of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
1977 - USSR adoption of the Fourth Soviet
Constitution.

1981 - Hosni Mubarak becomes acting-president of
Egypt

1986 - First edition of new British newspaper
“Independent” published

1988 - Latvian flag raised in Riga for first time since
annexation by USSR

1990- Israel begins handing out gas masks toits citizens
1993 -Nobel prize for literature awarded to
American Toni Morrison

1994 -China performs nuclear test at Lop Nor, PRC
1994 - Faud Guliyev appointed premier of Azerbijan
1994 - Ingvar Carlsson forms Swedish government
2001 - The U.S. invasion of Afghanistan starts with
an air assault and covert operations on the ground
2001 - Crude oil resumes flowing through the trans-
Alaska pipeline after workers welded shut a bullet
hole that caused 260,000 US gallons of oil to spill out.
2009 - A digital version of psychiatrist Carl
Gustav Jung’s ‘Red Book’ is published 48 years
after his death and contains personal notes on
his subconscious during the period in which he
developed his principal theories.
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Cough Syrup Scare

he deaths of 14 children in Madhya Pradesh linked

to the toxic cough syrup Coldrif have once again

exposed a disturbing pattern in India’s pharma-

ceutical safety regime. It is not the first time that
a contaminated medicine has slipped through the cracks,
and unless urgent corrective steps are taken, it won’t be
the last. The tragedy must serve as a wake-up call for every
state and Union Territory, including Jammu and Kashmir,
to act before such poison reaches our shelves.

Laboratory tests have found that Coldrif, manufac-
tured by Sresan Pharmaceuticals in Tamil Nadu, con-
tained 48.6% diethylene glycol (DEG), nearly 480 times the
permissible limit. DEG is not a harmless impurity; it is an
industrial solvent used in brake fluid and antifreeze. Even
tiny doses can cause irreversible kidney failure and death,
especially in children. It is horrifying that such a product
made its way into pharmacies and homes, killing infants
who were simply given medicine for cough and cold.

The Union Health Ministry has now issued a nation-
wide advisory warning against the use of cough syrups
for children below two years and discouraging their use
for those under five. Multiple states, including Madhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Kerala, and Telangana,
have banned the sale of Coldrif and ordered inspections of
pharmaceutical distributors. However, Jammu and Kash-
mir cannot afford to wait for central directives. The UT
must act now to ensure that no toxic syrup finds its way
into local markets, clinics, or hospitals.

The J&K Drug Control Department should immediate-
ly launch an audit of all pediatric syrups currently avail-
able in the Union Territory, verifying their source, batch
numbers, and test certifications. In addition, the govern-
ment should make it compulsory for all chemists to dis-
play a public notice about the banned product and main-
tain a record of returns.

Equally important is public awareness. Parents often
assume that over-the-counter syrups are safe because they
are easily available. The Health Department must run a
media campaign informing families about the dangers of
unsupervised cough and cold medication for young chil-
dren - more so, since we are already heading into winter
- as well as the need to check expiry dates and batch details
before purchase.

India has witnessed multiple DEG-related tragedies in
Gambia, Uzbekistan, and now at home. Each time, outrage
fades quickly, and business resumes as usual. But chil-
dren’s lives cannot be collateral damage in a profit-driven
system. For Jammu and Kashmir, prevention is the only
protection. This is the time to act, before another toxic
bottle claims another innocent life.

| CASH COURSE

Read This Befre You Buy Auglhing

From Heirloom to Investment

Kashmir's relationship with gold is shifting from
emotional to strategic without losing its shine.

Irshad Mushtagq

old has always anchored Kashmiri homes. Families
gifted it at weddings, stored it for safety, and trusted it
more than banks. Today, many are rethinking that old
relationship.

What once glittered in lockers now moves through screens
and trading apps.

Global markets drive this change. The London Bullion Mar-
ket Association in the UK and the Multi Commodity Exchange
in India decide gold’s daily value. Traders adjust prices based
on supply, demand, and market mood. When inflation rises or
currencies weaken, investors everywhere turn to gold. Kashmiri
buyers are beginning to follow that rhythm, linking their savings
to global trends instead of shop counters.

Young Kashmiri investors now buy digital gold and ex-
change-traded funds (ETFs). They trade it online, track prices
in real time, and skip the costs of storage. The older generation
still prefers the feel of physical gold. Both instincts tell a story of
trust, though in different languages.

Many Kashmiris still depend on local shopkeepers for rates,
unaware that global exchanges fix prices every hour. As aware-
ness grows, investors are learning to see gold as a living asset,
something that breathes with global economies.

Gold continues to hold Kashmiri faith, but it now carries a
new purpose. It no longer rests quietly in family chests. It moves
with the world, balancing memory with modern sense.

The author is a Srinagar-based reputed financial advisor.

Kashmir’s Pill Problem

A recent inspection by the Drugs and Food Control Organization in
Jammu and Kashmir exposed a worrying rise in substandard medicines.
The findings point to a deeper crisis in public health and public trust.

Mohammad Hanief

ee

Rebuilding trust in
medicines demands a
partnership between the
government, healthcare
providers, and citizens.
Pharmacists must

reject suspicious stock.
Doctors must report
unusual treatment
failures. Patients

must remain alert and
demand information.
Awareness campaigns in
schools, mosques, and
community centers can
help people understand
their right to safe
medicines.

s

few weeks ago, inspec-

tors from the Jammu

and Kashmir Drugs and

Food Control Organiza-
tion (DFCO) tested random sam-
ples of medicines from govern-
ment and public medical stores.
The results were troubling.

Several batches of common
antibiotics and painkillers failed
to meet the basic standards of
potency and purity. Some tablets
dissolved too slowly, others con-
tained less of the active ingredient
than required.

These findings may sound
technical, but behind them lies a
human story, one of patients de-
pending on medicines that may
not heal them.

Such discoveries strike at the
heart of public trust.

Thousands of people across
Jammu and Kashmir walk into
these stores each day with pre-
scriptions in hand, believing the
medicines they buy will bring re-
lief. When those medicines turn
out to be weak or unsafe, the en-
tire system feels unreliable.

The DFCO, which acts as the
watchdog for drug safety in the
Jammu and Kashmir, has been
working to identify and remove
poor-quality medicines from cir-
culation. Through inspections,
lab tests, and public advisories, it
tries to ensure that what reaches
patients is both safe and effective.

From city hospitals to small
countryside clinics, the organi-
zation’s work spans a complex
network of suppliers and storage
facilities. Still, every failed batch
reminds us how fragile that net-
work can be.

Substandard medicines are
those that fail to meet national
or international quality stan-
dards. They may contain the
wrong formulation, the wrong
amount of the active ingredient,
or harmful impurities.

In many cases, the problem
is not malicious intent but poor
manufacturing, improper storage,
or weak oversight. But the conse-
quences are serious.

A weakened antibiotic can
make infections linger. A de-
graded painkiller can bring little
relief. And when people lose faith
in their medicines, they also lose
faith in their doctors and the sys-
tem itself.

The challenge is worse in ru-
ral and hilly areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, where people rely almost

entirely on public medical stores.
Once a substandard batch reaches
these areas, it often spreads widely
before being detected.

By the time an inspection con-
firms a failure, patients have al-
ready consumed those medicines.

Limited access to private health-
care or reliable medical advice
means there are few alternatives. In
such communities, one faulty ship-
ment can endanger hundreds.

Climatic conditions add an-
other layer of difficulty. Many
drugs require careful storage to
remain effective.

In cold regions or areas with un-
stable power supply, temperature
control becomes a real concern. A
tablet that sits for weeks in a humid
storeroom may look fine to the eye
but lose its strength inside.

These are the small lapses
that can turn a life-saving medi-
cine into an ineffective one.

While the DFCO’s role is cen-
tral, consumers also carry respon-
sibility. Checking expiry dates,
batch numbers, and manufac-
turer details may seem like small
steps, but they can prevent harm.
Signs of tampering, changes in
colour or smell, or unclear labels
should raise suspicion.

The DFCO has introduced
digital tools and online complaint
systems so that people can report
any suspected medicine quickly.
A single complaint can lead to an
investigation, a lab test, and the
removal of an entire faulty batch.

Many people in Kashmir are
unaware that they can report sub-
standard drugs or verify their au-
thenticity online.

Civil society groups and local
media have begun taking this mes-
sage to the ground, especially in ru-
ral areas. Health workers now play
a crucial role in spreading aware-
ness about safe medicine use and
early detection of problems.

Each informed citizen
strengthens the collective defense
against unsafe pharmaceuticals.

The issue also affects the broad-
er image of Jammu and Kashmir.
The region attracts millions of
tourists every year, many of whom
depend on local healthcare facili-
ties during their stay. Whether it is
altitude sickness or a minor infec-
tion, tourists expect safe medicines.
If even one case of substandard
drugs reaches them, it damages the
region’s credibility as a safe and re-
sponsible destination.

Medicine safety, in this way,

connects directly with public con-
fidence and economic well-being.

The government has taken
steps to address the problem. Reg-
ular testing of samples, tighter
licensing of distributors, and digi-
tal monitoring of supply chains
are now in place. Collaborations
with academic institutions have
helped upgrade testing facilities.
Some hospitals have started in-
house quality checks before dis-
pensing medicines.

But these efforts require con-
sistent follow-up. Regulations on
paper must translate into vigi-
lance in practice.

The cost of failure adds to people’s
expenses, prolongs recovery, and can
even fuel antibiotic resistance.

The World Health Organiza-
tion estimates that poor-quality
medicines cost developing coun-
tries billions of dollars every year.
For a small region like Jammu
and Kashmir, the financial and
emotional toll is immeasurable.
Each ineffective dose means a de-
layed recovery, another hospital
visit, and another burden on al-
ready strained families.

Rebuilding trust in medi-
cines demands a partnership
between the government, health-
care providers, and citizens.
Pharmacists must reject suspi-
cious stock. Doctors must re-
port unusual treatment failures.
Patients must remain alert and
demand information. Awareness
campaigns in schools, mosques,
and community centers can help
people understand their right to
safe medicines.

Health, after all, depends as
much on knowledge as it does
on medicine.

Medicines carry hope, trust,
and the promise of recovery.
When that promise fails, people
feel helpless and betrayed. The
DFCQO’s latest finding is a remind-
er that ensuring medicine safety
is about humanity.

The path forward for Jammu
and Kashmir lies in strengthen-
ing every link of the chain: manu-
facturing, testing, storage, distri-
bution, and consumer awareness.

Every tablet that meets its
standard represents care. Pro-
tecting that care should be ev-
eryone’s responsibility.

The author is a senior analyst
in Kashmir and can be reached at
m.haniefl@gmail.com.
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What Kashmiri Children Are Secretly Watching Online?

he glow of a screen has become a close
companion to Kashmiri children barely in
their teens. It stays beside them through
homework, meals, and long nights when
curiosity meets the endless reach of the internet.

What was once a tool for learning has turned,
for many, into a portal of confusion and exposure.

During a personal review of smartphones used
by students aged 12 and 13, I came across evidence
that felt deeply unsettling: browsing histories
filled with adult websites, saved videos exchanged
among classmates, and even searches for content
involving other minors.

These incidents reflect a growing crisis of digi-
tal exposure among children who are using the in-
ternet without guidance, filters, or understanding.

The sudden abundance of internet has
changed how children grow, learn, and see the
world. When online classes became routine dur-
ing the lockdowns, smartphones entered homes as
essential tools. Over time, they became playthings
and private worlds.

Parents, relieved to see their children occu-
pied, often assumed innocence where risk was
growing. Many have little idea how to activate
parental controls or disable private DNS options
that children use to bypass restrictions.

The problem deepens in the absence of dialogue.

In schools, explicit content circulates silently
among peers. In homes, shame and silence keep it
hidden. Children are scared of being judged. Par-
ents are unsure how to ask the right questions.

This gap is where addiction begins. It alters
perception long before anyone notices, shaping
how a child interprets intimacy, relationships,
and boundaries.

Research has shown that early exposure to
pornography can influence brain development
and emotional regulation. Such exposure can
have lasting effects in the valley, where mental
health resources are already limited. It can esca-
late anxiety, guilt, and distorted behaviour.

The issue, though wrapped in taboo, deserves
open recognition and policy-level intervention.

The solution lies in awareness and trust, not
punishment. Parents can begin by checking their
child’s devices regularly and setting time limits
for online use.

Schools can hold workshops on responsible
digital behaviour. Mental health professionals can
be brought into conversations about internet safety.

Most importantly, children need to know they
can talk about what they see without fear.

Young generation deserves a childhood shaped
by curiosity in a place still healing from decades
of disruption. The screens lighting up their faces
should be tools for growth, not gateways to harm.

It is time for every parent, teacher, and policy-
maker to look up from their own devices and ask:
what are our children really watching?

Sincerely,
Yaamin Javaid
yaaminjavaidx@gmail.com
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Why Atheismis Impossible to Hold?

There is no need to evade a critical engagement with atheism. It need not be tabooed as if
it were an insurmountable intellectual fortress or an unstoppable force.

Mugees Ul Kaisar

any atheists tend to align
Mwith a particular strain of

popular religious thought,
which, by and large, lacks a proper
recognition of the theological, phil-
osophical, and mystical dimensions
within the religious traditions.

This is observable in the works
of prominent atheists of our time,
particularly in the literature of the
“New Atheist” movement, which
often falls short of seriously engag-
ing with the theo-philosophical
themes within religious traditions.

Such a reception of religious
thought, for example, reads God
in extremely narrow terms. In the
same light, religious rituals are (re-
ductively) perceived as mindless,
senseless, repetitive mechanical
exercises.

In truth, atheism as an intellec-
tual position is not possible to hold.
Once we (re)define God in terms of
Zahir wal Batin (that is, the appar-
ent and the hidden), atheism be-
comes redundant.

A simple but critical point to reg-
ister is that there are two aspects to
reality, and both are undeniable.

One is the “apparent” part, the
present reality in which we all par-
ticipate, that which is available and
accessible, that is, the zahir, which
no theist or atheist can deny.

Everyone lives in this “given”
reality, which is not disputed. Irre-
spective of the nature of this “giv-
en” reality, the fact is that there is
something which is (given), and we
find ourselves in it. This element of

tively refers to as God?

The answer is no.

That would be an incomplete pic-
ture. Atheists (like theists) accept
that there is this present, apparent
reality. This present existence is ac-
cessible to us.

What, then, is the additional as-
pect that religion proposes? What
is it that the atheist supposedly
misses? What is it that differenti-
ates a so-called believer from an
atheist?

If we reflect on it a little, we will
realize that the atheist overlooks
the element of batin: the hidden
aspect of present reality, which is
nothing but the inaccessible or in-
definable essence of reality itself.
It is important to bear in mind that
this hidden aspect is not some un-
founded belief or the “god of the
gaps” argument that is being (ab-
stractly) proposed and then foisted
upon the people. Instead, it refers
to the essence, origin, or source of
the (already registered) present ex-
istence itself.

And this essence or origin of
the present reality is a mystery (or
gaib).

Let us simplify this. The point is
that there is this reality in which
we all live (the apparent/zahir). The
question is, what is its essence, that
is to say, what is the essence of this
present reality itself, the essence of
anything per se?

When we consider this ques-
tion, we realize that the answer to
this question simply escapes our
thought structures. When we try to
reduce reality from matter to par-

expressions of awe towards the source,

' . The religious rituals are fundamentally

origin, essence, or hidden/batin, which
is always already “given” without,
however, being available for exhaustive
characterizations. Our reductionist,
analytical razor fails to cut it open.

zahir is, therefore, registered by ev-
eryone. This is the first aspect.

So, is this God? Is this apparent
reality in which we all participate
God? Is this what religion exhaus-

ticles to energy to laws of physics,
we finally arrive at the dead end of
mystery at the face of the givenness
of the “given.” No matter what we
pick for analysis, whether it is mat-

ter or consciousness, we are not
able to exhaustively and definitive-
ly pinpoint its essence or (ultimate)
source or origin.

It is this mystery at the heart of
reality that the mystico-philosoph-
ical traditions within religions refer
to as the batin, mystery, or gaib.

The great Sufi metaphysician, Ibn
Arabi, notes that the highest station
of knowledge is the station of be-
wilderment or hairat. Some great
mystics have interpreted taqwa as
an awe or astonishment expressed
towards the wondrous and myste-
rious reality.

The essence of reality (pursued
under a regime of reductionist
analysis) escapes our language,
thought, science, religion, and phi-
losophy.

This “escaping” of the essence of
the zahir/present reality is what re-
ligion refers to as “transcendence”
(Az-zat). The reality of Theos,
therefore, is not an abstract propo-
sition. It does not need any proof or
demonstration. Seen as zahir & ba-
tin, it becomes impossible to reject.

The hidden aspect, that is, the
source, the origin, the essence (we
may call it by different names), is
mystery par excellence. And it is
towards this that religion develops
spiritual awe and bewilderment.

Atheists need to consider one
fundamental question. What is this
"given" reality? Not “designed life”
or biology but existence (wajud)

itself. We no longer need to invoke
the “arguments from design.” In-
stead, attention needs to be direct-
ed towards the very existence of
any existent thing per se. In other
words, existence per se. The given-
ness of any “given” per se should
become the focus of attention.

What is this “given” thing (any-
thing at all)? Why fixate on the “de-
sign” of an eye, for example, when
in fact even a stone in ultimate anal-
ysis is a mystery par excellence?
What is a stone in its essence? What
is an electron in its essence? What
is energy in its essence? Why does
anything exist at all?

For an evolutionary mechanism
to operate, for example, there must
be a background stage of the Earth's
existence in the first place, without
which biology cannot take off. That
is why Dawkins wishes for another
Darwin in the field of cosmology.

Therefore, the philosophical
question with far-reaching impli-
cations is, why is there anything at
all? Why not nothing? What kind
of astonishing thing is this: the ex-
istence per se. What magic has it
come to be?

In response to the above conun-
drum, contemporary physicists at-
tempt to explain this bewildering
phenomenon of existence, wajud,
or reality, without, however, being
successful at dissolving the present,
given reality.

When physicists describe physi-

cal reality, they fail to circumvent
the problem of the "given.” That is
to say, something always already
precedes analysis.

A “given” (irrespective of the
characterizations) has to be per-
petually presupposed. Even if we
remove all the particles and energy
from the universe, the givenness
of the “laws of physics” (no mat-
ter their shape and form) has to be
presupposed, without which a uni-
verse is inconceivable.

It is this givenness of (some) “giv-
en” (whether information or intel-
ligence) which is an utter mystery
(at the root of reality).

In other words, there is a reality
(perpetually “given” prior to our
analysis) which has two aspects:
it is “apparent” through various
forms (what we see as “creation”).
However, its essence is batin, that
is, indefinable (and inexhaustible).

The “void” or the *“nothing”
(which Quantum Mechanics tries
to study) has to be, in a way, posi-
tively charged to (spontaneously)
set a net-zero energy-based uni-
verse into motion. There is some-
thing in the “void,” some dispro-
portion, some disharmony, some
"that" which we cannot even begin
to describe as a thing, which en-
ables any spontaneous activity that
leads to the fructification of the
universe.

Why should absolute nothing-
ness be disturbed into a booming
and buzzing creativity? How come
all of a sudden, an “absolute noth-
ingness” becomes eligible to be
subjected to the laws of Quantum
Mechanics? And what are these
laws of Quantum Mechanics that
have to be presupposed, without
which no process of manifestation
(according to physics) can materi-
alize?

Hence, the givenness of the
“given” is impossible to eliminate
in an exhaustive manner. We live
in a present, given reality, which
is available in whatever ways it is
available (forming its apparent/
zahir part), whereas its “isness” or
“givenness” perpetually eludes our
reductive analysis in that it is (ex-
ists) and that it is indefinable (in its
essence), referring to the element
of the hidden/batin.

The religious rituals, therefore,

are fundamentally expressions of
awe towards the source, origin, es-
sence, or hidden/batin, which is al-
ways already “given” without, how-
ever, being available for exhaustive
characterizations. Our reductionist,
analytical razor fails to cut it open.

The root word of
“religion” is "religio,"
which means to
connect or bind
together. It connects
individuals back to
their source/essence,
which is a mystery. It
is this sense of wonder
that, ultimately, even
atheists cannot do
away with. Dawkins
succumbs to "wonder,"
and so do all great
scientists.

A yearning to return to this in-
effable source or origin or essence
of reality represents the spiritual
movement of religion.

The root word of “religion” is "re-
ligio," which means to connect or
bind together. It connects individu-
als back to their source/essence,
which is a mystery.

It is this sense of wonder that,
ultimately, even atheists cannot do
away with. Dawkins succumbs to
"wonder," and so do all great sci-
entists.

— The author is pursuing a PhD
at Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Delhi, focusing on the interplay of
immanence and transcendence
within post-metaphysical thought.
He can be reached at
mugees.kaisar@gmail.com.

Disease of the Soul

In My Father’s Shoes

The shoes that once carried a father’s story now carry the next
generation in the valley, with every step a lesson in life.

Bashir Ahmad Dar

s a child, I often tried slipping
Amy small, stout feet into my fa-

ther’s shoes. It was a game, an
experiment, and a secret ritual I be-
lieved connected me to him.

Evenings in our home in Anantnag
were filled with moments I could
read like a clock. I would hide behind
the wooden fence in our courtyard,
peeking through the narrow gaps,
waiting for the familiar sounds: the
creak of the main gate, the tuk-tuk of
his shoes on the dusty floor, and the
faint scent of leather carrying traces
of the day’s labour.

Each sound signaled his return, the
arrival of Baba, and with it, the world
felt safe.

When he finally entered, I would
move with care, almost like a cat, and
slip my feet into those large, rough
shoes. They carried dust, dreams, un-
spoken desires, and the evidence of
toil.

I would wobble, stumble, and fall,
rise again, and fall once more. Every
fall seemed to teach me something:
how heavy the path could be, and
how steady one needed to be to walk
through life with integrity.

Years later, I saw the same scene
unfolding in my own courtyard.

[ had returned exhausted from a
day of work, and through the win-
dowpanes, I saw my four-year-old
son moving slowly across the floor.
His tiny feet had found my shoes. He
paused, glanced toward my room,
and continued, deliberate and careful.

My chest tightened. For a moment, I
felt the past collapse into the present.
[ was seeing myself in him: the same
curiosity, and the innocent yearning
to inhabit the world of his father.

The realization hit me like a sudden
gust of wind. Wearing a father’s shoes
demands endurance, patience, and
humility. From surrendering sleep to
swallowing pride, from absorbing bit-
ter words to enduring invisible bur-
dens, every step requires lessons that

Fathers before us,

in modest homes,
managed their lives
with patience and
foresight, often without
recognition, but with
an unshakable sense of
duty. They smiled when
pockets were empty,
remained faithful in
their work, and selfless
in their care.

are often unspoken.
Those shoes carry history, struggle,
and sacrifice.

[ began to see the true measure of
my father’s life. Each mark on those
shoes was a story of slog. Every speck
of dust clinging to the leather was a
witness to the miles he walked, the
sacrifices he made, and the family he
supported.

Those shoes also taught me about
the human heart. They were lessons
in love, endurance, and integrity. The
laces that tied them together seemed
to bind the family itself.

Fathers before us, in modest homes,
managed their lives with patience
and foresight, often without recogni-
tion, but with an unshakable sense of
duty. They smiled when pockets were
empty, remained faithful in their
work, and selfless in their care.

Watching my son, I understood that
life had come full circle. The shoes
that once carried my father’s story
now carry mine. And one day, they
will carry his.

— The author is a teacher from
Anantnag, Kashmir. He can be
reached at
darbashiri2g4gei@gmail.com.|

Some illnesses escape the body and take residence in the heart.

Their cure lies in laughter, courage, and life

Lily Swarn

§ Diseases of the soul,” proclaimed
Cicero, perhaps with good reason,
‘are more dangerous and more nu-

merous than those of the body.’

Germs may kill slowly, but a sor-
rowful spirit can sap life in ways no
medicine can touch.

Children could confess to their
mothers, if honesty were demanded,
that they might eat their green veg-
etables only if they smelled like but-
ter chicken.

To some, streams of liquor flow
like manna from heaven, while a
plain glass of buttermilk is a humble
draught no one admires.

Taste, desire, and habit bend our
choices with strange authority. Well,
to each their own.

A cheerless disposition and a con-
stant complaint never healed an ail-
ing body. Smiles rarely bloom from
someone weighed down by pain.

But I know a gentleman who has
long passed his 90th birthday, as
lively and blithe as a lark.

His phone calls arrive like bursts of
sunlight, carrying favourite poems,
a parade of jokes, and a zest for life
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the triviality of my anxieties. He told
me, with pride, of the new battery in
his pacemaker, assuring that by his
calculations, he will remain with us
until ninety-nine and a half.

His booming voice, rich and
hearty, and the infectious laughter
that follows, reaffirm my faith in life.

Cicero proves true in daily ob-
servation. I see women with psy-

'. Life demands attention to both

flesh and soul. The latter calls for
laughter, liveliness, and an audacity
to embrace joy even amid fear.
Perhaps the most potent medicine
IS the one we carry within ourselves.

that refuses to dim.

Every word, and laugh, sweeps
away a little of the world’s gloom. He
astonishes me with his exuberance,
reminding me how spirit can endure
beyond frail flesh.

As I hang up, I reflect on my own
petty fears and nagging worries.

Uncle Bajaj makes me ashamed of

chosomatic ailments, phobias, and
melodramatic flair. “Hai hai ni mai
te maran waali haan kudiyo,” or “hai
mere kaleje vich peed hai—ni koi
mainu paani peya de.”

Eyes roll, sighs swell, and gestures
sweep with theater. Hypochondria,
in full bloom. Half of being healthy,
[ think, is the wish to be healthy. In-

- e

lived fully.

ternal jogging can be achieved with
laughter that shakes the chest and
warms the heart.

But the greater sickness lies in so-
ciety itself.

Indifference, despair, and hollow
appearances are rampant. Faces that
shine with a fleeting joy are assumed
to signal recovery, “un ke dekhe se jo
aa jaati hai chehre pe raunaq, woh
samajhte hain ki beemar ka haal
achha hai.”

How often do we mistake the
shimmer for the cure?

The true remedy is subtle, stubborn,
and human: courage to live, laughter
shared, and spirit unfaltering.

I have seen extremes: vigour in
aged bodies, drama in healthy ones,
and the slow malaise of the collec-
tive spirit.

Life demands attention to both
flesh and soul. The latter calls for
laughter, liveliness, and an audacity
to embrace joy even amid fear.

Perhaps the most potent medicine
is the one we carry within ourselves.

— Lily Swarn is an internationally
acclaimed multilingual poet,
novelist, essayist, and columnist.
She can be reached at
sukhish83@gmail.com.
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PIB J&K Media Tour To Mumbai Begins With Visit To Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority
Chairman JNPA interacts with journalists; highlights port’s role in strengthening India’s maritime trade

Observer News Service

Mumbai: The PIB J&K Media
Tour to Mumbai began Monday
with an interaction between
the Chairman of Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority (JNPA),
Shri Unmesh Sharad Wagh, and
a delegation of journalists from
Jammu and Kashmir.

The interaction marked the
first engagement of the me-
dia tour organised by the Press
Information ~ Bureau  (PIB),
Jammu & Kashmir. The del-
egation is being led by Neha
Jalali, Director, PIB Jammu, and
includes 14 journalists from
Jammu and Srinagar. Jaidevi
Pujari Swami, Deputy Director,

premier

The

PIB Mumbai, was also present
during the interaction.

During the interaction held
at the JNPA headquarters, Wagh
spoke about the port’s vital role
in strengthening India’s mari-
time trade and improving logis-
tics efficiency. He shared details
about various modernization
projects, developmental works,
and the port’s efforts to boost
connectivity and trade facilita-
tion across the country. He em-
phasized how JNPA, as India’s
container-handling
port, continues to drive nation-
al economic growth through
world-class infrastructure and
innovative logistics solutions.
interaction

particular
Jammu and Kashmir, as the
Union Territory’s economy relies

significance

holds

for  heavily on the movement of
goods, including handicrafts,
dry fruits, and horticultural

produce, to both domestic and
international markets. Efficient
port infrastructure and trade

connectivity are crucial for en-
hancing the export potential of
Jammu and Kashmir’s products
and integrating local enterprises
into global value chains.

Earlier, the media delegation
was briefed by a team of senior
JNPA officials led by Ambika
Singh, Sr. Manager Marketing &
PRO JNPA and DGM (Corporate
Communications & Training),
Vadhvan Port Project Ltd. She
gave a detailed presentation
on the functioning of various
terminals of JNPA, the port’s
digitalization and operational
efficiency, as well as its initia-
tives in promoting clean ener-
gy. Singh also briefed the del-
egation on upcoming projects,

including the Vadhvan Port
Project, for which the founda-
tion stone was laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi last
year and which is expected to
be completed by 2030.

The five-day PIB J&K media
tour to Mumbai aims to provide
journalists from Jammu and
Kashmir with exposure to key
national projects, Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSEs), and
other institutions of strategic
and developmental importance.
The initiative seeks to enhance
understanding of national de-
velopment efforts and foster
closer engagement between re-
gional media and major institu-
tions across the country.
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Budgam, Nagrota

resigned from the constituency, opting to re-
tain the Ganderbal seat, which he also won in
the Assembly elections held last year.

The Nagrota seat, on the other hand, be-
came vacant following the death of BJP leader
Devender Singh Rana on October 31 last year,
just weeks after the Assembly election results
were declared.

The ECI also announced by-election sched-
ules for several other constituencies across
India, in addition to the upcoming Bihar
Assembly elections.

With the poll date set, political activity is ex-
pected to pick up in both Budgam and Nagrota
as parties gear up for another round of elector-
al battle in the Union Territory.

Nomination Process

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir to elect
members to the Upper House of Parliament.

According to the notifications issued by the
Election Commission of India, the poll body an-
nounced that October 13, 2025, is the last date
for filing nominations, while scrutiny of nomi-
nations will take place on October 14.

Candidates can withdraw their nomination
forms until October 16, the poll body stated.

The ECI has fixed October 24, 2025, as the
date on which polling shall take place, if nec-
essary, with counting scheduled for the same
day.

Three separate elections are being held for
the four seats. While two separate elections
will be conducted for the first and second
seats, a combined election will be held for the
remaining two seats.

The National Conference-Congress alliance
is expected to comfortably secure three seats,
while the BJP is in a strong position to win the
fourth.

The BJP is in a commanding position to win
the seat, given arithmetic in the House. There
are seven independent members in the House
who didn’t contest Assembly elections on the
ticket of any registered or recognised party and
are not required to show their votes to polling
agents.

It is worthwhile to mention that the provi-
sions of the Tenth Schedule, including the anti-
defection law, do not apply to Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. Therefore, political parties cannot issue
a whip to their members for these elections.
(With KNO Inputs)

NC Likely To

Congress in the Rajya Sabha polls during
preliminary discussions on the matter. “Initial
talks have been held between the leadership
of both parties at the highest level,” they said,
adding that the Congress leadership in New
Delhi would consult Rahul Gandhi before tak-
ing a final decision, reported news agency KNO.

The Congress party, which has six MLAs
in the J&K Assembly, is supporting Omar
Abdullah-led government but had declined to
join the council of ministers last year,stating
that it would not do so until the restoration of
statehood.

It is worthwhile to mention that Pradesh
Congress Committee president Tariq Hamid
Karra had told reporters here a few days ago
that the decision on the party’s strategy for the
upcoming Rajya Sabha polls would be taken by
the party high command.

In the Rajya Sabha elections, the NC-led al-
liance is expected to comfortably secure three
seats, while the BJP is in a strong position to
win the fourth.

National Conference President Dr. Farooq
Abdullah and Sajad Kichloo are frontrunners
for the party’s ticket.

The Congress could field working president
Raman Bhalla or senior leader Ghulam Ahmed
Mir. In the BJP, state spokesperson Sunil Sethi,
former president Ravinder Raina, and former
deputy chief minister Nirmal Singh are con-
tenders for the ‘competitive’ seat.

The BJP is also expected to field two candi-
dates for the first two seats as a symbolic chal-
lenge to the NC-led alliance candidates, who
are poised to win them.

From Warm To

below normal).

Kupwara recorded 10.8 degree Celsius (16.0
degree Celsius) while Qazigund, a gateway of
Kashmir, recorded 13.5 degree Celsius (10.6 de-
gree Celsius below normal). Pahalgam recorded
a day temperature of 9.2 degree Celsius (13.2
degree Celsius below normal) and Kokernag re-
corded 12.1 degree Celsius (11.7 degree Celsius
below normal). Gulmarg, famous ski-resort, re-
corded a maximum temperature of 4.4 degree
Celsius (12.1 degree Celsius below normal).

IN Jammu division, Banihal recorded a
maximum temperature of 11.2 degree Celsius
(15.3 degree Celsius below normal) while
Jammu recorded 21.3 degree Celsius (11.1 de-
gree Celsius below normal). In Bhaderwah, the

temperature settled at 10.0 degree Celsius (16.1
degree Celsius below normal). Batote recorded
12.6 degree Celsius (12.5 degree Celsius below
normal) & Katra recorded 18.0 degree Celsius
(11.1 degree Celsius below normal).Faizan Keng
while talking to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) said, “January like con-
ditions prevailed in Kupwara and Baderwah as
temperatures fell 16.0 C below normal.”

The maximum temperature settled below
normal across Union Territory with Srinagar
recording a day temperature of 12.5 degree
Celsius (13.0 degree Celsius below normal).

Kupwara recorded 10.8 degree Celsius (16.0
degree Celsius) while Qazigund, a gateway of
Kashmir, recorded 13.5 degree Celsius (10.6 de-
gree Celsius below normal). Pahalgam recorded
a day temperature of 9.2 degree Celsius (13.2
degree Celsius below normal) and Kokernag re-
corded 12.1 degree Celsius (11.7 degree Celsius
below normal). Gulmarg, famous ski-resort, re-
corded a maximum temperature of 4.4 degree
Celsius (12.1 degree Celsius below normal).

IN Jammu division, Banihal recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 11.2 degree Celsius (15.3
degree Celsius below normal) while Jammu re-
corded 21.3 degree Celsius (11.1 degree Celsius
below normal). In Bhaderwah, the tempera-
ture settled at 10.0 degree Celsius (16.1 degree
Celsius below normal). Batote recorded 12.6
degree Celsius (12.5 degree Celsius below nor-
mal) & Katra recorded 18.0 degree Celsius (11.1
degree Celsius below normal).

The Meteorological Department issued an
orange alert for Jammu and Kashmir, forecast-
ing intermittent spells of rain and snow across
the region.

“Generally cloudy weather is expected with
light to moderate rain, thunder, and gusty
winds at most places, and light to moderate
snow over higher reaches,” the forecast said.

It also warned of possible landslides and
shooting stones at vulnerable spots and ad-
vised farmers to suspend all activities till
Tuesday morning. “Moderate to heavy snow-
fall is likely over a few higher reaches of South
Kashmir and the Chenab Valley,” it added.

The weather office said improvement is
likely from Tuesday afternoon, with mainly dry
conditions expected between October 9 and 16.

Centre Hikes DA

Pay Commission structure, and fractions be-
low 50 paise will be ignored while rounding off
payments

HC Denies Bail

Owais Amin Bhat of Rawalpora, both resi-
dents of Srinagar. “This Court cannot grant
liberty to an accused against whom there is a
prima facie case, merely on personal grounds,
when the gravity of the statute demands other-
wise,” the judge ruled, emphasizing that while
the court sympathizes with the family circum-
stances of the accused, humanitarian grounds
cannot override statutory provisions, particu-
larly in cases involving commercial quantities
of narcotic drugs.

The court further stressed that the legisla-
tive intent behind Section 37 of the NDPS Act is
clear: to effectively curb drug trafficking. This
intent must be duly considered when deciding
bail pleas in such cases.

“Considering the purpose behind the enact-
ment of the NDPS Act to tackle the growing
menace of drug peddling and illegal possession
and its devastating impact on society, especial-
ly youth, as well as the rising crime rate, the
nature and seriousness of the allegations, the
character of the evidence, and circumstances
specific to the accused, I am of the opinion that
no valid ground has been made out for granting
bail,” the court said.

According to the prosecution, on February 8,
2022, Police Station Batamaloo received cred-
ible information that a suspicious consignment
had arrived at a transport company located at
Tengpora Bypass. The consignment, addressed
to “Sikander Pharma, Muslim Abad, NR Colony
Bemina,” was suspected to contain a large
quantity of contraband substances intended to
drive youth into drug addiction.

Following the tip-off, police registered case
(FIR No. 18/2022 u/s 8/21, 29, 27A NDPS ACT
468, 471, 473 IPC) and launched an investiga-
tion. During the investigation, police seized
96 crates containing a total of 2,400 bottles of
codeine phosphate syrup, each bottle holding
100 ml of the controlled substance branded as
“B-PEN C.”

During investigation it came to fore that
Sikander pharma company is neither located in
Muslim Abad NR Colony Bemina area nor it ex-
ists in anywhere, which indicates that a partic-
ular person has managed to prepare fake and
forged documents in the name and style of M/S
Sikander Pharma for purchasing and selling
of contraband substances illegally among the
youths. Further during investigation, one ac-
cused person namely Sikander Firdous Ahmad
was arrested on the basis of statements of

witnesses and evidence collected against him.
Later the name of Owais surfaced during in-
vestigation and it came to fore that he too had
managed to procure drugs under fake license.

SC Issues Notice

and 90 injured. Authorities alleged he incit-
ed the unrest. He is currently lodged in Jodhpur
Central Jail, Rajasthan.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for
Wangchuk’s wife, sought directions for the
grounds of detention to be provided to her.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta countered
that the grounds have already been served to
Wangchuk and that there is no legal require-
ment to share them with his spouse. He also
claimed that the petitioner was attempting to
create a “hype” around Wangchuk’s alleged de-
nial of medical relief and meetings with family.

The Supreme Court directed authorities to
ensure Wangchuk receives his medical needs
as per prison rules.

In her plea, Angmo described Wangchuk’s
detention as illegal, arbitrary, and unconstitu-
tional, violating Articles 14, 19, 21, and 22 of
the Constitution. The petition also sought im-
mediate access to Wangchuk, quashing of the
preventive detention order, and cessation of
harassment against students and staff of the
Himalayan Institute of Alternatives, Ladakh
(HIAL), which Wangchuk founded.

The plea highlighted that Wangchuk was
transferred to Jodhpur without access to medi-
cines, personal belongings, or family and coun-
sel. It alleged that Angmo has been kept under
virtual house arrest in Leh and that HIAL staff
and students face intimidation and intrusive
investigations.

The petition also underscored the psycholog-
ical impact on the community, citing a reported
suicide of a Ladakh Buddhist Association mem-
ber, allegedly depressed following Wangchuk’s
detention.

It urged the court to direct authorities to pro-
vide Wangchuk with food, medicines, clothing,
and other basic necessities, submit his medical
report, and furnish all records and grounds of
detention to the top court.

The plea emphasized that Wangchuk has al-
ways employed peaceful and Gandhian meth-
ods to highlight ecological and democratic
concerns in Ladakh and that the detention
is part of a mala fide state action to suppress
democratic dissent and peaceful environmen-
tal activism.

Maha FDA Flags

that the batch is suspected to be adulterated
with diethylene glycol, a toxic chemical.

The FDA officials said they are coordi-
nating with the Tamil Nadu Drugs Control
Administration to trace the distribution of the
affected batch in Maharashtra.

All drug inspectors and assistant commis-
sioners have been directed to alert retailers,
wholesalers and hospitals to immediately
freeze any available stock, the statement said.

The FDA Maharashtra further said it is tak-
ing all necessary measures to safeguard public
health and prevent any further risk to life.

The syrup, containing Phenylephrine
Hydrochloride and Chlorpheniramine
Maleate, was produced by Sresan Pharma
at  Sunguvarchathram in Tamil Nadu's
Kancheepuram district, the statement said.

Refrain From

Administration J&K, Smita Sethi, heads of
paediatrics departments from all govern-
ment medical colleges, and officers from divi-
sional and district levels of the Drugs Control
Organisation.

The meeting was convened following a re-
cent communication from the Union Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare, which advises that
cough and cold medicines should not be pre-
scribed or dispensed to children under two
years of age.

Dr Shah highlighted the urgent need to
ensure patient safety and promote evidence-
based paediatric care across Jammu and
Kashmir. He directed medical professionals,
pharmaceutical manufacturers, and regulatory
authorities to strictly comply with national
guidelines and best practices.

Pharmaceutical manufacturers in J&K were
instructed to adhere to WHO-GMP standards,
carry out complete impurity profiling as per
the latest pharmacopeial standards, and en-
sure the safety and quality of their products.
Drugs Control Officers were asked to sensitize
chemists and pharmacists against the OTC
sale of cough and cold syrups without a valid
prescription and to conduct regular sampling
and testing under Section 23 of the Drugs &
Cosmetics Act, 1940. Violations, Shah warned,
could lead to strict penal action, including sus-
pension or cancellation of licenses under Rule
66 of the Drugs & Cosmetics Rules.

The general public was advised to refrain
from self-medicating children and to always

consult doctors or paediatricians before ad-
ministering any cough or cold medicine.

Dr Shah further directed all field officers and
medical institutions to ensure strict enforce-
ment of these guidelines throughout the Union
Territory to safeguard child health, prevent
misuse of medications, and promote rational,
evidence-based paediatric care.

Baramulla CEO Removed

issued by Shah on Saturday instructed all
employees of the district’s School Education
Department to strictly follow guidelines and
avoid posting inappropriate content or “in-
dulging in unwarranted debates and discus-
sions” on social media. The directive came after
a meeting chaired by the administrative secre-
tary on Friday, which reportedly discussed in-
stances of misuse of social media platforms by
staff.

The circular also warned that violations
could lead to disciplinary action, including
censure, fines, withholding of increments or
promotions, demotion, recovery from pay, pre-
mature retirement, or removal from service.
However, it clarified that employees are not
barred from using social media for “positive
and constructive purposes.”

The move drew sharp criticism from political
circles. People’s Democratic Party (PDP) leader
Waheed Para called the directive “deeply con-
cerning” and urged the government to revoke
the order. “In an already numb Jammu and
Kashmir, this order warning teachers and gov-
ernment staff against raising their voices con-
tributes to silencing the few remaining voices,”
he said in a post on X, attaching a copy of the
circular.

Para further noted that the government had
earlier informed the Assembly about drafting
a new media policy to regulate digital plat-
forms, following the 2020 New Media Policy,
which faced criticism for its “authoritarian
undertones.”

KPDCL Vows

to rain, but till today, we have been providing
normal supply to our consumers,” Shah said.

In view of the orange weather warning, the
MD assured that KPDCL staff are prepared to
repair any disruptions promptly. “Despite dis-
ruptions caused by floods and other challenges,
we are committed to ensuring continuous elec-
tricity supply across the region,” he added.

Lawyer Tries

not affect me,” the CJI, who was sitting on
the bench with Justice K Vinod Chandran, told
lawyers and continued hearing the mentioning
of cases.

Bar bodies, SCBA and SCAORA, and lawyers in-
cluding Solicitor General Tushar Mehta and po-
litical parties strongly condemned the incident
as “an attack on the Constitution and the institu-
tion as a whole”. Police said Kishore was aged 71.

Kishore, a resident of Mayur Vihar here, was
questioned for three hours by Delhi police
officials inside the apex court premises and
was later allowed to go at 2 PM as no formal
complaint was lodged. Police also returned his
shoes to him.

Police sources said a note, containing the slo-
gan ‘Sanatan dharma ka apmaan nahi sahega
Hindustan’ (India will not tolerate insults to
Sanatan Dharma), was recovered by the police
from his possession.

“We also found that he was carrying a card
of the Supreme Court Bar Association, and the
Shahdara Bar Association. While questioning
Kishore, the team asked him about his motive
for his act. The advocate has claimed that he
was unhappy with the CJI's remarks during a
recent hearing of a plea seeking the restoration
of a Lord Vishnu idol in the Khajuraho Temple
complex in Madhya Pradesh,” the sources said.

According to lawyers, the incident occurred
when the CJI-led bench was hearing the men-
tioning of cases by lawyers.

Kishore approached the dais on a raised plat-
form, removed his shoe and tried to throw it
towards the judges.

Alert security personnel present inside the
courtroom immediately intervened and foiled
an apparent attack.

The lawyer was swiftly escorted out of the
court premises. As he was being taken away,
the lawyer was heard shouting, “Sanatan ka
apman nahi sahenge” (will not tolerate insults
to Sanatan Dharma).

Congress Parliamentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi, in a statement, said it is not just
an attack on the CJI but on our Constitution and
no words are enough to condemn such an act.

“No words are adequate to condemn the at-
tack on the Honourable Chief Justice of India
in the Supreme Court itself. It is an assault not
just on him but on our Constitution as well.
Chief Justice Gavai has been very gracious but
the nation must stand in solidarity with him
unitedly with a deep sense of anguish and out-
rage,” she said.

“An attempt to attack the Hon’ble Chief
Justice of India in the Supreme Court today is
unprecedented, shameful and abhorrent. It is
an attack on the dignity of our Judiciary and the
rule of law,” Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said in a post on X.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta described
the act as “unfortunate and condemnable”,
calling it a result of misinformation and an at-
tempt at cheap publicity.

“Today’s incident in the chief justice’s court
is unfortunate and deserves condemnation.
This is the result of misinformation in social
media. It is really heartening that the chief jus-
tice of India reacted with magnanimity.... [ only
hope that this magnanimity is not treated by
others as the weakness of the institution,” the
top law officer said.

Senior advocate Indira Jaising termed the ep-
isode “an attack on the institution as a whole”.

“I am not an eyewitness to the incident.
What [ know, | know from what the press has
reported. It calls for investigation. I consider it
to be an attack on the institution as a whole,
not just the chief justice,” she said.

The Supreme Court Bar Association(SCBA)
expressed its “profound shock, outrage, and
unequivocal condemnation” over what it
termed a “reprehensible act” committed by an
advocate inside CJI's courtroom.

In a strongly worded resolution passed
unanimously, the SCBA described the advo-
cate’s conduct as “utterly unbecoming of an
officer of the Court” and said it “strikes at the
very foundation of mutual respect that under-
pins the relationship between the Bench and
the Bar.”

The Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association(SCAORA) described the incident
as a “disrespectful and intemperate gesture” by
an advocate.

The Bar Council of India(BCI) swung into ac-
tion and swiftly ordered immediate suspen-
sion of Rakesh Kishore.

Issuing the interim suspension order, BCI
chairperson and senior advocate Manan Kumar
Mishra said the advocate’s act was “prima facie
inconsistent with the dignity of the court” and
in clear violation of the professional conduct
rules prescribed under the Advocates Act, 1961
and Bar Council of India Rules.

“On the basis of prima facie material, it ap-
pears that at about 11.35 am on 6 October 2025,
in Court No. 1 of the Supreme Court of India,
you i.e. Advocate Rakesh Kishore, enrolled with
the Bar Council of Delhi vide enrolment nos...,
removed your sports shoes and attempted to
hurl them towards the Hon'ble Chief Justice of
India during ongoing proceedings, whereupon
you were detained by security,” the BCI said.

According to sources, the incident could
be linked to the lawyer’s unhappiness over
the CJI's remarks during a hearing last month
concerning the restoration of a Vishnu idol in
Khajuraho.

A bench headed by the CJI had dismissed
the plea seeking directions to reconstruct and
reinstall a seven-foot idol of Lord Vishnu at
the Javari temple, part of the UNESCO World
Heritage Khajuraho temple complex in Madhya
Pradesh.

Terming the plea a “publicity interest litiga-
tion”, the CJI had said, “This is purely publicity
interest litigation.... Go and ask the deity him-
self to do something. If you are saying that you
are a strong devotee of Lord Vishnu, then you
pray and do some meditation.”

Taking note of the online criticism of his
comments, the CJI later said he respects “all
religions”.

Attack Has Angered

reprehensible acts in our society,” he said
and praised Gavai for maintaining calm follow-
ing the incident.

Modi posted on X, “Spoke to Chief Justice of
India, Justice B R Gavai Ji.

“The attack on him earlier today in the
Supreme Court premises has angered every
Indian. There is no place for such reprehensible
acts in our society. It is utterly condemnable.”

He added, “I appreciated the calm displayed
by Justice Gavai in the face of such a situa-
tion. It highlights his commitment to values
of justice and strengthening the spirit of our
Constitution.”

In a shocking security breach, a 71-year-old
lawyer attempted to hurl a shoe towards CJI
Gavai in his courtroom in the Supreme Court
on Monday, prompting the Bar Council of India
to suspend his licence with immediate effect.

Police sources said a note, containing the slo-
gan “Sanatan dharma ka apmaan nahi sahega
Hindustan” (India will not tolerate insults to
Sanatan Dharma), was recovered from his pos-
session. The CJI, who remained unfazed during
and after the unprecedented incident during the
court proceedings, asked the court officials and
the security personnel present inside the court-
room to just ignore it and to let off the errant law-
yer identified as Rakesh Kishore with a warning.
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Kashmir's tour-
ism industry is seeing renewed
optimism as early snowfall in
October has boosted hopes of a
strong winter season, following
a subdued summer impacted by
the April 22 Pahalgam terror at-
tack. The incident, which left 26
civilians dead, had led to wide-
spread cancellations and a slump
in tourist arrivals.

Tourism  stakeholders ex-
pressed hope that the snowfall
would attract visitors back to the
Valley.

Wali Mohammad, President
of the Shikara Association, said,
“The change in weather has re-
newed our hopes. The tourist
footfall hasn’t increased yet, but
snowfall in the upper reaches
will definitely encourage visitors
to return. We are hopeful about
our industry getting a boost in
coming days.”

Manzoor Pakhtoon, President
of the Houseboat Association,
added, “As the news of snow-
fall spreads, tourists will start
planning their trips. It will take
around a month to see how the
season shapes up.”

Househoats See Early Inquiries

Houseboat owners along Dal
and Nigeen lakes have already
begun receiving inquiries from
domestic tourists, especially
families and newly-wed couples
eager to experience Kashmir’s
winter beauty. Ghulam Rasool,
a houseboat owner in Dal Lake,
said, “Once the snowfall inten-
sifies, bookings are expected to
rise.”

Travel Agents and Hoteliers Expect
Uptick

Travel operators reported a
slight increase in demand, with
inquiries coming from states like
Gujarat, Maharashtra, and West
Bengal. Altaf Ahmad, a Srinagar-
based agent, said, “Many tourists
are waiting for snowfall updates
before finalizing plans. If con-
ditions remain favorable, this
winter could be one of the good
seasons again.”

Hoteliers also expressed cau-
tious optimism. “Bookings for
December and January are empty

Early Snowfall Sparks Hope For Busy
Winter Tourism Season In Kashmir

i Abid Bhat/KO
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as of now but are expected to rise
steadily once snow reaches lower
areas,” said a Srinagar hotelier.

Pahalgam Records Over 5.6 Lakh
Tourists Since April

From April to September 2025,
Pahalgam recorded 5,64,039
tourists, including 2,08,122 do-
mestic, 3,53,053 local, and 2,864
foreign visitors. Despite the set-
back from the April terror attack,
the number of tourists gradually
increased, with August and Sep-

tember showing positive trends.

Gulmarg’s Snowfall Delights First-
Time Tourists

Early snowfall in Gulmarg has
turned the famous ski resort into
a “white wonderland,” delight-
ing visitors from across India.
First-time tourists expressed joy
at experiencing snow in October,
praising the Gondola rides and
chairlift services.

Yashfi, a tourist from Kolkata,
said, “The view from Phase II
is absolutely mesmerizing. We
wish everyone could visit and
experience this beauty.” Arun
Kumar from Haryana added,
“We always heard Kashmir is
‘Paradise on Earth’. Today, we
truly witnessed it. The unex-
pected snowfall made our trip
unforgettable.”

Positive Signals for the Winter
Season

Officials of the Jammu and
Kashmir Cable Car Corporation
(JKCCC) reported over 400 visitors
availing chairlift services on Sun-
day alone. A senior JKCCC official
said, “The snowfall has brought a
positive boost to tourism in Gul-
marg and we expect the flow to
increase further in the coming
weeks.” (inputs from KNO)

False Information On Horse Slaughter

FIR Filed Against Facebook Page Admin

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR-Police in Budgam
district of Jammu and Kash-
mir have registered a case
against the administrator of
a Facebook page for allegedly
spreading false and mislead-
ing information about the
killing of a horse, officials said
on Monday.

According to a police
spokesperson, the Facebook
page “Kashmir Speaks” had
shared a video showing a
dead horse, claiming it had
been slaughtered for its meat
to be sold in local markets.
The post, police said, created
unnecessary fear and panic

among the local population.

The horse had been killed
on August 26 in Rakhai village
of Khansahib Tehsil following a
personal dispute between two
parties, the investigation re-
vealed. However, on October 5,
the Facebook page allegedly mis-
represented the incident, falsely
claiming it was slaughtered for
commercial meat purposes.

An FIR (No. 187/2025) was

registered
353(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita at Khansahib Police
Station, and an investigation
has been initiated.

Budgam Police appealed to
the public and social media
users to refrain from sharing
unverified or false informa-
tion, warning that strict legal
action would be taken against
those involved in spreading
misleading content.

The incident comes amid
heightened sensitivity in the
valley following reports of
rotten meat being sold in eat-
eries, making authorities par-
ticularly vigilant about false
claims on social media.

under Section

POSCO Casts
Budgam Man Gets 20-Yr Jail,
Ganderbal Convict 10 Yrs

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A court in Budgam dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir on Mon-
day sentenced a rape convict to 20
years of rigorous imprisonment in a
POCSO case, a police spokesman said.
The Budgam Principal District and
Sessions Judge sentenced Zahid Ahmad
Parra to 20 years of imprisonment and
fined Rs 50,000 under Section 376 IPC
(rape), he said. Parra was also sentenced
to 20 years imprisonment under Sec-
tion 4 of the POCSO Act and five years
jail term under Section 363 IPC (kidnap-
ping a minor), the spokesperson said.
"In case of default in payment of
fine, the convict shall undergo six

months of additional simple impris-
onment," he added.

In another case, a sessions court in

Ganderbal district sentenced a rape con-
vict to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment.

The Ganderbal Principal and District Ses-

sion Court found Ulfat Ahmad Magray guilty
of charges under Sections 376 and 506
(criminal intimidation) IPC and Section 4
(punishment for penetrative sexual assault)
of POCSO Act, a police spokesman said.

"After a thorough investigation by

the police and subsequent trial, the
court found the accused guilty and
sentenced him to 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment along with a fine of Rs
1,000 for the offence punishable under
Section 4 of the POCSO Act," he said.

Ladakh Peaceful; School, Offices Reopen: LG Office

LAB Calls It Illusion, Slams 'Continuing' Arrests

Press Trust Of India

LEH: Ladakh remains peaceful
with schools, offices and markets
reopened, the Union Territory
administration asserted on Mon-
day, even as Leh Apex Body (LAB)
claimed that the situation is far
from normal and demanded the
immediate lifting of all curbs and
the release of detainees to restore
the confidence of people.

"Normalcy cannot return
through intimidation.... What ap-
pears normal on the surface is
just an illusion,” LAB co-chairman
Chering Dorjay said at a press con-
ference and alleged that "mass ar-
rests" were continuing.

Ladakh Lt Governor Kavinder
Gupta reviewed the security situ-
ation in the Union Territory on
Monday. Leh was rocked by wide-
spread violence on September 24
during an agitation spearheaded
by LAB and Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA) for statehood
and extension of Sixth schedule
safeguards that left four persons
dead and scores of others injured,
prompting imposition of curfew
and suspension of mobile internet
service.

While the curfew was gradu-
ally lifted since the beginning of
this month and schools up to class
8 started functioning from Octo-
ber 3, prohibitory orders banning
assembly of five or more persons
together remain in force, internet
mobile services remain suspend-
ed along with work in the rest of
the educational institutions.

“Lt Governor today (Monday)
chaired a high-level meeting to
review the security situation in
Ladakh. The UT remains peaceful,
with schools, offices, and markets
reopened,” the LG office said in a
post on X on Monday.

Gupta, who has been chairing
the security review meetings on a
daily basis since the September 24
violence, asked officials to remain
vigilant and focus on peace and
development.

Addressing the press confer-
ence, LAB co-chairman Dorjay
said the situation in the violence-

hit town is far from normal.

“Nothing is normal as the inter-
net continues to remain suspend-
ed and mass arrests are also go-
ing on,” Dorjay, flanked by other
members of the LAB, alleged.

He said the government should
immediately lift all restrictions,
release all those detained and
restore mobile internet services
to restore the confidence of the
people. “Such measures are im-
perative to bring Ladakh back to
normal.”

Dorjay accused the government
of harassing numberdars (village
heads) who had earlier informed
the people about the LAB-led
hunger strike from September
10 to September 24 in support of
its demands, including statehood
and safeguards under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution.

“They (numberdars) are an im-
portant part of our culture and
are being harassed without any

justification. We condemn such
action and consider it an attack
on our culture,” he said, asking
the administration to desist from
such actions.

He said the detention of com-
munity leaders will not help re-
store peace, urging the admin-
istration to release all detained
persons.

“Normalcy cannot return
through intimidation. The ques-
tioning of numberdars is unjust.
They did not instigate protests
but only performed their duty
of communicating with villag-
ers,” he said. The LAB reaffirmed
its commitment to the ongoing
peaceful struggle in support of its
demands.

On Sunday, the Lt Governor
said his administration is fully
committed to restoring complete
normalcy and easing public con-
venience at the earliest.

Blaming vested interests for the

NORMALCY CANNOT RETURN THROUGH INTIMIDATION. The
questioning of numberdars is unjust. They did not instigate protests but
only performed their duty of communicating with villagers,” he said.

September 24 violence, Ladakh
Chief Secretary Pawan Kotwal
had on Saturday said the govern-
ment stands committed to meet
the aspirations of the people of
Ladakh and would be keen to start
the dialogue process soon.

Kotwal said that the govern-
ment has always desired an open
and constructive dialogue and has
never shied away from meeting,
standing committed to address-
ing the aspirations of the people
of Ladakh.

The statement came after LAB
and KDA decided to stay away
from the scheduled meeting with
the Centre on October 6 until a
judicial probe is ordered into the
death of four persons and all those
detained, including climate activ-
ist Sonam Wangchuk, are released.

The chief secretary had said
30 of the 70 youth, who were de-
tained following the September
24 violent clashes, have been re-
leased, and the rest are in judicial
custody and would be released as
per court orders.

“We will ensure that young-
sters are not put to any hardship
and no misguided innocent per-
son is implicated," he stressed.

AAP To Contest Budgam,

Budgam, Nagrota By-polls

No Talks Held With

PDP Appoints Constituency In-Charges;
Key Leaders Omitted

Nagrota By-polls

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Monday announced it
will contest the upcom-
ing assembly by-elections
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Budgam and Nagrota con-
stituencies.

Bypolls for both seats
are scheduled for No-
vember 11, with counting
set for November 14. The
Budgam seat fell vacant
after Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah chose to retain
Ganderbal following the
2024 assembly elections,
while Nagrota became va-
cant after the death of BJP
MLA Devender Singh Rana

on October 31, 2024.

AAP’s decision was con-
veyed by party spokesper-
son Appu Singh Slathia
after meeting J-K unit
president and sitting MLA
Mehraj Malik in Kathua
jail. Malik, detained under
the Public Safety Act since
September 8, urged party
leaders and workers to
contest the elections with
“truth and commitment.”

Slathia, also part of
the legal team challeng-
ing Malik’s detention in
the high court, empha-
sized that party members
should continue their
work with a single-mind-
ed focus on serving the
people.

NC: Karra

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Congress President Tariq Hamid
Karra on Monday said the party has not held
any discussion related to Budgam and Nagro-
ta by-elections with the National Conference.

Speaking to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), Karra described the
reports quoting him as saying that Con-
gress has decided to skip Budgam and Na-
grota as “mischievous and ridiculous.”

“There have been no formal or infor-
mal discussions with the NC regarding the
Budgam or Nagrota seats,” he said.

He added that they will initiate legal ac-
tion against the news portal if it doesn't re-
move the baseless content. “We will file a
complaint against these mischievous claims.
[ don’'t know how I have been quoted as say-
ing this, nor have I spoken to the news portal
that carried the report,” he said.(KNO)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) on Monday announced
several leaders as constituency in-
charges across Jammu and Kashmir
ahead of the upcoming Panchayat
and Local Body elections, while some
senior figures were notably absent.
The list, approved by PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti to “strength-
en the party’s grassroots structure,”
includes her daughter, Iltija Mufti,
who lost the Srigufwara-Bijbehara
Assembly seat last year, being reap-
pointed as a constituency in-charge.
Other appointments include Ab-
dul Rehman Veeri for Anantnag
East-Shangus, Dr Mehboob Beg for
Anantnag, Advocate Sheikh Javed
for Anantnag West, Dr Shabir Sid-
diqi for Pahalgam, Chowdhary Talib
(ST) for Kokernag, and Mohd Ashraf

Malik for Dooru.

In Kulgam, Mohd Sartaj Madani
and Gulzar Ahmad Dar were named
in-charges for Devsar and DH Pora,
respectively. Zahoor Ahmad Mir,
Waheed-ur-Rehman  Parra, and
Rafiq Ahmad Naik were assigned
Pampore, Pulwama, and Tral, while
Shopian’s Zainapora-Wachi and
Shopian went to Ajaz Ahmad Mir
and Raja Waheed.

For Ganderbal, Bashir Ahmad Mir
and Jamaat Ali Shaheen were ap-
pointed, and for Bandipora, Nayeem
Akhtar and Yasir Reshi. Rajouri’s
constituency in-charge is Advocate
Asif Igbal Chowdhary.

Notably, senior leaders Peerzada
Mansoor Hussain, Yawar Bandey,
and Gaffar Sofi were left out of the
list. Former MLA Ajaz Ahmad Mir
retained his traditional stronghold
of Wachi (Zainapora).

Heavy Rain In Jammu:
Northern Railway Cancels

Phase-In Of Train Services

e Northern Railway, Jammu Division, has
announced the cancellation of the phase-in of

train services due to heavy rains in the region on
Monday.

According to Northern Railway, to facilitate pas-
sengers during the festive season, the fifth phase of
restoration was planned to normalise rail traffic in the
Jammu Division. This phase included the re-operation
of several key trains.

The statement announced that the following trains
will resume operations from the specified dates: the
Jammu Tawi-New Delhi train will resume operations
from October 16, 2025, while the Jammu Tawi-Nanded
train will start from October 19. Additonally, Jammu
Tawi-Pune train starts from October 17. The Jammu
Tawi-Tatanagar train begins on October 18, the Jammu
Tawi-Sambalpur train starts on October 19, 2025; the
Pathankot-Shaheed Captain Tushar Mahajan train
begins on October 15, 2025; and the Shaheed Captain
Tushar Mahajan-Pathankot train will commence on
October 15.

However, some trains in Jammu are being short-
terminated and short-originated. The Jammu Tawi-
Bandra Terminus train will be short-terminated from
Ludhiana, while the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-
Sabarmati BG train will be short-terminated from
Amritsar. Additionally, the Shaheed Captain Tushar
Mahajan-Kota train will be short-originated from
Ludhiana, the Shaheed Captain Tushar Mahajan-Indore
train will be short-originated from Jalandhar Cantt, and
the Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan-Durg train will be
short-originated from Ambala Cantt.

Uchit Singhal, Senior Divisional Commercial Man-
ager, stated that efforts are ongoing to repair damaged
tracks, bridges, and other rail infrastructure. He also
advised passengers to verify train statuses before
travelling.

“Following this disaster, we have worked on a
war footing to repair damaged tracks, bridges, and
other rail infrastructure. Our aim is to fully restore
all rail services as soon as possible, ensuring minimal
inconvenience to passengers. We are grateful for their
cooperation and patience.”

Additionally, the Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager also stated that passengers can also check
for updates through the Indian Railways website or by
contacting the Rail Madad helpline number (139) for
further assistance. (Agencies)

2 Absconders, Drug Peddler Held

ammu and Kashmir police have apprehended two

persons wanted in connection with separate cases

registered in Udhampur and Rajouri districts be-
een 2015 and 2020, officials said.

In Rajouri, police also arrested a drug peddler along
with six grams of heroin.

Rajinder Kumar, alias ‘Nittu,’ a resident of Sewna vil-
lage, was arrested from Chenani area of Udhampur. He
was wanted in a 2020 case registered at Police Station
Chenani under various sections of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act. An arrest warrant
under Section 299 CrPC was issued by the Additional Ses-
sions Court Udhampur, following which he was brought
before the court and lodged in Udhampur District Jail.

In a separate case, police apprehended absconder
Layaqat Ali, a resident of Gundha village, from Indira
Gandhi International Airport in New Delhi. Ali had
been on the run after a 2015 case at Police Station Bud-
hal in Rajouri, which included charges of rioting and
voluntarily causing hurt. He was produced before the
court at Budhal for further legal proceedings. Addition-
ally, Javed Igbal, a resident of Panjgrain-Thanamandi,
was arrested during patrolling at Bella Bus Stand in
Rajouri with six grams of heroin. A case under the
NDPS Act has been registered, and further investigation
is underway, officials said. (Observer News Service)

Drug Peddler’s Property
Attached In Kulgam

ontinuing its unwavering drive against the drug
Cmenace, Police in Kulgam on Monday said to have
attached the property of a notorious drug peddler

under Section 68-F of the NDPS Act.

“During the investigation of case FIR No. 85/2024 U/S
8/15, 21 NDPS Act of Police Station Qazigund, it came
to light that the accused, Cheki Badwani, resident of
Kurigam, Tehsil Qazigund, has been involved in multiple
cases of drug trafficking and had no legitimate source of
income. The accused is presently lodged in District Jail
Bhaderwah,” a police spokesman said in a statement.

The investigation further revealed that the accused
had illegally acquired a residential house falling under
Survey No. 797 min, valued at approximately Rs. 25
lakh (Twenty-Five Lakh Rupees), from the proceeds of
drug trafficking. Acting swiftly, Police Station Qazigund
initiated proceedings under Section 68-F of the NDPS
Act, leading to the attachment of the said property, the
statement reads. It added that this action marks yet
another determined step by J&K Police in its mission
to eradicate the drug menace from the district and to
strike at the roots of illegal narco-financing.

Meanwhile, J&K Police appealed to the general public
to come forward with any information related to drug
peddling or related activities in their localities. “All
information shared will be dealt with utmost confiden-
tiality,” police said. (Observer News Service)

Submit Criminal Status Affidavit:
HC To Er Rashid

e Delhi High Court on Monday directed Engi-
neer Abdul Rashid Sheikh, Member of Parlia-

ment from Baramulla Lok Sabha constituency,
to file an affidavit declaring that no other criminal
cases are pending against him, while hearing his
regular bail plea.

A party spokesperson said that they remain op-
timistic about a fair outcome. “We are hopeful that
justice will prevail. We have full faith in the consti-
tution and the judiciary. Er. Rashid is innocent and
was subjected to political victimization in 2019,”
the spokesperson said.

The next hearing in the matter has been sched-
uled for October 15.

Er. Rashid moved the regular bail plea before the
Delhi High Court after the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) court had rejected his bail application
earlier. (KO Web Desk)
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Monday officially
declared open the 69th National
School Games at TRC Football
Ground by ceremonially kicking
a football, marking the formal
commencement of the national-
level sporting event.

The opening ceremony was at-
tended by Minister for Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Satish Sharma, Ad-
visor to the Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani and MLA Lal Chowk
Sheikh Ahsan Ahmed (Pardesi).

This year’s National School
Games has drawn participation
from 30 teams and 4000 ath-
letes representing various States
and Union Territories across the
country, with matches sched-
uled to be played at six different
venues. The events include com-
petitions in Football, Wushu,

Taekwondo, and Table Tennis.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Chief Minister said that sports
play a vital role in fostering uni-
ty, friendship and understand-
ing among young people from
diverse regions of the country.
“Sports build bridges of unity
and friendship. I am delighted to
be here with you at the inaugura-

tion of the 69th National School
Games. Unfortunately, the weath-
er today does not permit me to
deliver a long speech or keep you
waiting in the rain. While the
weather is beyond our control, it
gives me immense pleasure—on
behalf of myself, my colleagues,
and the people of Jammu and
Kashmir—to warmly welcome all

CM Omar Abdullah Throws Open 69th
National School Games In Srinagar

of you to this prestigious tourna-
ment,” the Chief Minister said.

He assured participants of full
support from the government
and organisers, adding that ev-
ery effort would be made to en-
sure their comfort and safety.

The march past by 30 partici-
pating teams drew appreciation
from the Chief Minister and ap-

plause from a large gathering of
school children and spectators
at the venue.

Director General YSS Anurad-
ha Gupta, Secretary J&K Sports
Council Nuzhat Gul, Joint Direc-
tor Kashmir Mohammad Rashid
Kohili, Joint Director Jammu Vi-
nakshi Koul and Deputy Direc-
tor Activities and Planing Megha
Baogia were also present on the
occasion. Azhar Hajini, Convenor
of the Media and Publicity Com-
mittee of the 69th NSG, conduct-
ed the proceedings of the color-
ful opening ceremony.

Meanwhile, in a high-voltage
inaugural match of the Football
tournament, the host J&K team
defeated Karnataka with a con-
vincing score of 5-2. Sahil was
the top performer for the J&K
team, scoring 3 goals, while Ya-
sir and Basir contributed one
goal each.

J&K Team For Ranji Trophy 2025-26 Announced

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The J&K Cricket
Association on Saturday an-
nounced the J&K senior men’s
cricket team for Ranji Trophy
2025-26.

The JKCA acted on the rec-
ommendations of Senior Men's
Selection Committee, under
the chairmanship of Sarab-
jeet Singh, the Sub-Committee
JKCA. Paras Dogra will captain
the 20-member squad.

Here’s the full list of players:

Paras Dogra (Captain)

Shubham Khajuria

Abdul Samad

Vivrant Sharma

Qamran Igbal

Kawalpreet Singh

Sahil Lotra

Abid Mushtaq

Vanshaj Sharma

Yawer Hassan

Musaif Aijaz

Sunil Kumar

Rohit Sharma.

Umran Malik

Lone Nasir Muzaffar
The Support Staff that will ac-

company the team includes:

Head Coach - Ajay Sharma
Bowling Coach - P. Krishna

Kumar

Fielding Coach - Dishant Yagnik
Manager - Hilal Ahmad
Co-Manager - Ravi Sharma
Trainer - Sunny Verma
Physiotherapist - Chirag Pandya
Video Analyst - Susheel Pajnu
Masseur - Naresh Kumar

J&K will kick off its 2025-26

Umar Nazir

Auqib Nabi

Kanhaiya Wadhawan
Yudhvir Singh
Mujtaba Yousuf

Ranji Trophy campaign with
a blockbuster game against
Mumbai on October 15. The
contest will be held at Sher-i-
Kashmir Cricket Stadium in Sri-
nagar, adding more spice to the

encounter.

Next, J&K will take on Rajas-
than on October 25 at Sher-i-
Kashmir Cricket Stadium.

On November 1, J&K will play
Chattisgarh at SVNS Interna-
tional Stadium in Raipur. J&K
will next play Delhi at Arun
Jaitley Stadium in Delhi.

J&K will then return home
to lock horns with Hyder-
abad on November 8 at JKCA
Hostel Ground in Jammu.
They will then take on Pondi-
cherry on January 22, 2026,
at Seichem Stadium in Pondi-
cherry. J&K’s final game will
be against Himachal Pradesh
on January 29 at ABVP Sta-
dium in Amtar.

Pro Feet 7-A-Side Football
Tournament Final Held At Natipora

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The much-awaited
Grand Finale of the Pro Feet 7-A-
Side Football Tournament was held
on Monday at the Natipora Ground,
marking an exciting and memorable
conclusion to the event.

The thrilling final clash between
Morning Warriors and MVFC kept the
spectators on the edge of their seats.
The match ended goalless at full time,
leading to a nail-biting tiebreaker,
where Morning Warriors held their
nerve and emerged champions.

Both teams displayed outstanding
skill, discipline, and sportsmanship,
earning thunderous applause from
the massive crowd that had gathered
to witness the grand finale.

Wasim  Aslam, Ex-Chairman,

J&K Football Association, graced
the event as the Chief Guest, while
Amandeep Singh, Station House Of-
ficer, Chanapora Srinagar, attended
as the Guest of Honour.

Other notable dignitaries present
included Firdous Ahmad (Legal Ad-
visor), Shameem Beig (Media Head),
Naseem-ul-Gani (Senior Member),
Bilal Wani, Pervaiz Sidiq (Chairman,
Shere-e-Khaas Sports Fraternity),
Zuhoor Mir, and several other distin-
guished members from the football
fraternity and business community.

The Winners’ Trophy, along with
cash rewards, was jointly presented
by Wasim Aslam and Amandeep
Singh. Several players, officials, and
sponsors were also felicitated for
their valuable contributions and un-
wavering support.

PM Modi Hails India’s Showing
At World Para Athletics

rime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday hailed
Plndia's performance in the World Para Athletics

Championships as historic, saying the country's
best-ever showing in the event will be a motivation
for youngsters.

India won a record 22 medals, including six gold,
nine silver and seven bronze, surpassing their best of
17 at the 2024 edition in Kobe, Japan.

"A historic performance by our para-athletes! This
year's World Para-Athletics Championships have been
very special. The Indian contingent had its best-ever
performance, winning 22 medals, including 6 Gold Med-
als. Congrats to our athletes," wrote Modi on 'X' while
posting an image of all the country's medal winners.

This was the first time India hosted the mega para
athletics event, which witnessed more than 2,200
participants from 100-plus nations competing in 186
medal events. (PTI)

MCC Backs 3rd Umpire’s Call In

Muneeba Run-Out Controversy

he Marylebone Cricket Club on Monday clarified
Tthat the third umpire’s decision to adjudge Paki-

stan opener Muneeba Ali run out during their
88-run loss to India in the Women'’s World Cup was
“entirely correct”, asserting there was no deviation
from the Laws of Cricket.

On the last ball of the fourth over of Pakistan's
chase of 248 here on Sunday, Muneeba survived an
1Ibw appeal off Kranti Gaud.

But as she stepped out of her crease, Deepti Shar-
ma's throw hit the stumps. Muneeba had grounded
her bat briefly, it was airborne when the ball struck,
leading to her dismissal for two after a third-umpire
review by Kerrin Klaaste of South Africa.

The decision triggered animated exchanges,
with Pakistan captain Fatima Sana Khan arguing
that Muneeba had no intent to run and had already
grounded her bat. However, the MCC, who are the
custodian and guardian of the Laws of Cricket, in its
statement reaffirmed that the dismissal was consis-
tent with the Laws. (PTI)

City’s Rodri Out Of Spain
Squad For World Cup Qualifiers

idfielder Rodri has been dropped from Spain's
squad for upcoming World Cup qualifying

games because of an injury sustained when
playing for Manchester City in the Premier League this
weekend. Spain said Monday that Rodri will not play
against Georgia and Bulgaria during the international
break. The Spanish soccer federation said it made the
decision after receiving the results of medical tests
conducted by Man City.

Spain is already missing young Barcelona forward
Lamine Yamal because of a groin ailment.

Rodri was forced off with a suspected hamstring
problem in the first half of Man City's 1-0 win at
Brentford on Sunday, the latest injury blow to hit last
year's Ballon d'Or winner.

Rodri said after the game he “felt a little bit in the
hamstring but it seems like it's not that much.” (AP)
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