Weather Alert!

MeT Predicts
4-Day Wet Spell
From Today

Observer News Service

Srinagar:  Although weather
conditions showed signs of
improvement over the past
two days, the Meteorological
Department on Friday forecast
light to moderate rainfall across
the Jammu division from August
30 to September 2, with the
possibility of heavy showers in
some districts.Kashmir is also
expected to experience occa-
sional drizzles.

Director MeT Srinagar, Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmad said that be-
tween August 30 and September 2,

scattered to fairly widespread rain-
fall is likely over Jammu division.

“There is a possibility of mod-
erate to heavy rain and thun-
dershowers at a few districts of
Jammu division during this pe-
riod,” he said.

Dr. Mukhtar further added that
“Kashmir parts are expected to
witness light drizzling at times.”

He added that from
September 03 to 07, generally
hot & humid weather with brief
spell of rain and thundershower
is expected at few places.

Meanwhile, the MeT advisory
has cautioned | More on P6

Jammu Records 37% Excess
Rainfall; Kashmir Faces Deficit

crossed the mark of normal precipitation during the

A fter the recent heavy rainfall in Jammu, the region has

ongoing season with the data revealing that a total of
37% excess rainfall was recorded in the division since July 01,
2025. However, the Kashmir region has recorded a deficit of
over 15 per cent in the last 89 days till August 28, 2025.
The data has been compiled by the Meteorological | More on P6

JAMMU CITY SURPASSES
CENTURY-OLD RECORD WITH ABOVE
300mm rainfall in 24 hours period.”

2019 JKPCC Case

KO Correspondent

Court Discharges Naeem
Akhtar, Two Others

Srinagar: A court here on
Friday discharged senior PDP
leader and former works
minister Naeem Akhtar
and two officers in
connection  with
a case registered
against them by
the Crime Branch
Kashmir in 2019.
The case(FIR
No0.10/2019)  under
Section 5(1)(d) r/w 5(2)
P. C. Act) and erstwhile RPC
sections of 420 (cheating),
201 (causing disappearance
of evidence of offence), 167
(create or translate an in-
correct document etc) and

=

120B (criminal conspiracy)
pertained to alleged ir-
regularity in appointing
Vikar Mustafa  Shonthu
as Managing Director of

Jammu &  Kashmir

Projects Construction
Corp (JKPCC).

The govern-
ment had handed
the case to the
Crime Branch and

the latter filed the
chargesheet in 2021.

In his arguments in
charge before the court of
special judge anti-corrup-
tion, Kashmir Srinagar, the
Special Public Prosecutor
had prayed that the accused
trio be | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Friday constituted a three-
member high-level com-
mittee to inquire into the
tragic landslide incident
near Adhkawari on Vaishno
Devi track in district Reasi
on August 26, 2025.

The committee will be
headed by the Additional
Chief Secretary to the
Government, Department
of Jal Shakti, J&K, and will
include the Divisional
Commissioner Jammu and
the Inspector General of
Police Jammu.

The panel has been
tasked to examine in detail
the causes and reasons be-
hind the incident, point out
any lapses, assess rescue
and relief responses, and
suggest standard operating
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Vaishno Devi Landslide: LG
Orders 3-Member Probe Panel

Panel To Submit Report Within 2 Weeks; Will Examine Causes, Lapses & SOPs

Board Rejects
Claims Of

procedures (SOPs) to pre-
vent recurrence of such
tragedies in the future.

The committee will sub-
mit its report within two
weeks to the Chairman of
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (Lieutenant
Governor, J&K).

The order stated that the
initiative aims to ensure ac-
countability and strength-
en safety measures on the

pilgrimage track.

Sinha earlier said that
the landslide was the result
of a cloudburst and the pil-

Ignoring Warnings

hri Mata Vaishno Devi
S Shrine Board (SMVDSB)

has refuted allegations of
allowing the yatra to proceed
in disregard of weather
advisories and at the cost of
pilgrim safety, saying that the
pilgrimage was suspended at
noon on August 26 ahead of
the cloudburst that triggered
a landslide.

grimage was already sus-
pended when it occurred.

“This has been a very
unfortunate incident.
Around noon yesterday, a
cloudburst occurred when
the yatra was already sus-
pended,” he said.

“Due to | More on P6

However, the Board did not
share details about the num-
ber of deaths that occurred
in the disaster. A landslide
triggered by the cloudburst
struck the route to the shrine
at Adhkuwari in the Trikuta
hills of the | More on P6

HM To Visit
Flood-Hit Jammu
Tomorrow

Observer News Service

Jammu: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is scheduled to ar-
rive in Jammu on Sunday to
take stock of the situation aris-
ing out of recent cloudbursts
and floods in parts of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Officials said Shah will first
visit the Choashoti area of
Kishtwar, which was badly hit
by a cloudburst, leaving behind
a trail of destruction. He will
also pay a visit to Katra in Reasi
district, where several yatris
lost their lives due to a cloud-
burst in the Adhkunwari area
along the Mata Vaishno Devi
Yatra route.

During his two-day visit,
the Home Minister will chair
a high-level review meeting at
Raj Bhawan Jammu. The meet-
ing will be attended by top of-
ficials of the Union Territory
administration, disaster man-
agement authorities and secu-
rity | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Army Restores Traffic On
Tawi Bridge In 12 Hrs

Srinagar:

In a remarkable

display of engineering skill
and operational efficiency,
the Engineers of the Tiger
Division, Indian Army, suc-
cessfully constructed a 110-
foot Bailey bridge over the
Tawi River in less than 12
hours, restoring a crucial
transport link in Jammu city.

The bridge, designated as
Tawi Bridge No. 4, had been
rendered impassable after
heavy rains on August 26
damaged the eastern span,
leaving vehicles stranded
on the swollen riverbank.
Thousands of commuters rely
on this vital link daily, making
its swift restoration a priority.

“Despite washed-out ap-
proaches and limited work-
space, our teams worked
tirelessly through the night
to ensure connectivity was

restored at the earliest,” Major

General Mukesh Bhanwala,
General Officer Commanding
(GOC) of the Tiger Division, told
the media. “This bridge is not
just a structure; it is a lifeline
for the people of the region and
a symbol of the Indian Army’s
commitment to serving the na-
tion in times of need.”

The modular Bailey bridge,
a proven engineering so-
lution since World War I,
enabled the Tiger Division
Engineers to assemble the
110-foot  structure swiftly
without heavy equipment or
cranes, overcoming challeng-
ing conditions and limited
space. | More on P6

Spicelet Makes
Emergency Landing
in Srinagar

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: An inbound flight
from Delhi requested emer-
gency landing at the Srinagar
airport on Friday, and landed
safely, officials said.

SpiceJet flight SG 385, flying
from Delhi to Srinagar with 205
passengers, including four chil-
dren, and seven crew on board,
“reported an emergency due
pressurisation problem,” the of-
ficials said, adding that the air-
craft landed safely at the airport
at 3:27 pm.

“No medical assistance was
requested by passengers or the
crew on board the flight,” the
officials said. The aircraft would
undergo | More on P6

Jammu-Sgr NH
Closed For 4th Day

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Jammu-Srinagar
national highway was closed for
traffic for the fourth consecutive
day on Friday due to multiple
landslides triggered by heavy
rains in the Udhampur-Ramban
belt, leaving over 2,000 vehicles
stranded, officials said.

The 270-km-long stretch, the
only all-weather road linking
Kashmir with the rest of the
country, was blocked by multi-
ple landslides at several places
between Jakheni and Chenani
in Udhampur on Tuesday fol-
lowing heavy rains and flash
floods, they said.

“Highway is closed for the
fourth day. No vehicular move-
ment shall be allowed from
Nagrota in | More on P6

Apple, Mutton
Trade Hit

he prolonged closure of the
TSrinagar-Jammu Highway
has dealt a severe blow
to Kashmir’s apple and mutton
industries, leaving over scores
of trucks stranded at different
stretches of the route.
At Qazigund, scores of fruit-laden
trucks are | More on P6

Op Sindoor 'Golden Chapter' In
Victory Over Terror: Murmu

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Describing
Operation Sindoor as a "golden
chapter” in humanity's fight
against terrorism, President
Droupadi Murmu on Friday
outlined the contribution of
PSUs in building the indig-
enous Akashteer Air Defence
Control and Reporting System,
which played a crucial role in
the military conflict between
India and Pakistan.

Addressing  the  SCOPE
Eminence Awards here, she high-
lighted the crucial role of public
sector enterprises in achiev-
ing the goal of Viksit Bharat or

developing India by 2047.

The President said that pub-
lic sector enterprises have per-
formed well on key financial
parameters, including revenue

Ashok Jailkhani, The Cultural
Voice of DDK, Is No More

He spent his career shaping theatre, television, and literature,
offering Kashmiri culture a national platform through Doordarshan

Riyaz Manzoor

Srinagar: On August 29, the
news of Ashok Jailkhani’s death
spread through a single message
that carried the weight of a life.

It was Shabir Mujahid, his for-
mer colleague at Doordarshan,
who broke it: a friend, a boss,
an actor, a director, a theorist,
above all a perfect gentleman,
no more.

Hours earlier, the 72-year-old
had eaten breakfast, gone for a
nap, and never woken up.

For those who grew up in
the age of Kashmiri theatre
and early television, Jailkhani’s
passing felt like the curtain
falling on a long and luminous
performance.

Born in Aali Kadal in 1953,
Jailkhani was drawn to theatre
as a teenager. At sixteen he
joined Rangmunch Dramatic
Club and began acting in plays
that carried the scent of a valley
in transition.

Within a few years, he co-
founded Vasant Theatre, where

the stages of Srinagar were filled
with works that lifted Kashmiri
audiences into new worlds.

From Baba Dickey’s Mangu
to Vijay Tendulkar’s Giddh and
Ali Mohammad Lone’s Chinar,
Jailkhani’s productions turned
the austere stage of Tagore Hall
into a site of experiment, imag-
ination, and courage.

In an era when such plays
were more commonly staged in
Delhi or Mumbai, it was remark-
able to see Kashmiris watching
large-scale | More on P6

and profitability.

Further, she noted that
three-fourths of PSUs are prof-
it-making, and the net profit of
public sector enterprises has
grown substantially during the
last decade.

Describing public sector en-
terprises as catalysts of growth
and pillars of prosperity, the
President outlined that they
have set benchmarks in good
governance and transparency.

"Public sector enterprises
are playing an impressive role
in the direction of building
Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reli-
ant India)," Murmu said, point-
ing out | More on P6

Kashmir Book Ban: SC Asks
Petitioner To Approach HC

Agencies

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday declined to directly
entertain a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) challenging the
Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration’s decision to ban 25
books on Kashmir, and advised
the petitioner to approach the
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
High Court instead.

A bench comprising Justices
Surya Kant, Joymalya Bagchi,
and Vipul M. Pancholi said that
since some of the authors of the
proscribed books are residents
of the Union Territory, the High
Court would be better placed
to appreciate the matter.

“Recently, there’s an attempt
to bypass High Courts. Let's
have the advantage of the HC
opinion. We have seen the list
of the books. Some local peo-
ple are talking about issues. HC
would be in a better position,”
Justice Kant observed during
the hearing.

The bench ordered that the
matter, once filed, be placed
before a three-judge bench
led by the Chief Justice of the
High Court and requested the
High Court to endeavour to de-
cide it at the earliest. The apex
court clarified that it had not
expressed any opinion on the
merits of the case.

The plea was | More on P6

India, China Can Bring
Stability To Economic Order: PM

Press Trust Of India

Tokyo: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday said
it is important for India and
China to work together to bring
stability to the world economic

order as he asserted that New
Delhi is ready to advance bilat-
eral ties from a strategic and
long-term perspective based
on mutual respect, mutual in-
terest and mutual sensitivity.
In an interview with The
Yomiuri Shimbun published
during his ongoing visit to
Japan, Modi also asserted that
stable, predictable, and ami-
cable bilateral relations be-
tween India and China, as two

neighbours and the two largest
nations on earth, can have a
positive impact on regional and
global peace and prosperity.
Asked about the importance
of improving relations with

China at this time, Modi said,
"At the invitation of President
Xi Jinping, | would be travelling
to Tianjin from here to take
part in the SCO Summit. Since
my meeting with President Xi
in Kazan last year, steady and
positive progress has been
made in our bilateral ties."

Stable, predictable, and ami-
cable bilateral relations between
India and China, as two neigh-
bours and the two largest nations
on earth, can have a positive im-
pact on regional and global peace
and prosperity, he said.

This is also crucial for a
multi-polar Asia and a multi-
polar world, he added.

"Given the | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE

It is inform to general public that in school record my daughter
namely Zainab Bashir mother's name was wrongly entered as
Amina Beguminstead of Ameena Begum.Now | want to correct
the same. In this connection if any body having objection he/
she may contact to Govt.Girls High school Mamoosa within 07
days from the date of publication of this notice after that no
objection shall be entertained.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Anisa Moon D/o Gh Hassan Moon W/o Parvez Ahmad R/o
Rawalpora Canal Avenue Lane .B Rawalpora Srinagar have lost
my passport in Rawalpora on 25th August 2025 under Serial No
of passport U513941 dated of issue 30-10-1995 | am applying
for new passport If any body having any objection in this regard
he/she may contact passport office Srinagar within seven days
after that no objection shall be entertained.

inf

Ameena Begum

W/o Bashir Ahmad Mir

M/o0 Zainab Bashir

R/0 Mamoosa Tehsil Pattan

fko PUBLIC NOTICE

Inmy aadhar card my name is wrongly written as Masroor

Abas S/0 Mohammad Abbas Akhoon R/0 Akhoon Mohalla

Guri pora srinagar instead of Mohammad Abass Akhoon S/0
Mohammad Abass Akhoon R/0 Akhoon Mohalla Mir Behri Dal
.Now applying for the correction of the same.if anybody has
any objection in this regard can kindly contact the concerned
authorities within seven days.After that no objection will be
entertained.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 10 th Class Pass Marks
Certificate bearing, Roll No:-3215305 .Reg No :-
N18441800109. D0B.20.07.2005.
Session & year Annual 2019 Class 10 th Pass A2
.Marks:- 483/500.

Now | have applied for its duplicate if anybody
have any objection.
He/She may contact Asstant Sectary Jummu & kashmir Board
of School Education Sub Office Kupwara within a period of 7
days. After that no objection will be entertained.
Name :- Simnan Bashir
S/0 :- Bashir Ahmad Tantray.
R/0 :- Gund Brath .Sopore .

inf

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER KASHMIR

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in name in data to the
Registration No.JKO1V 2494
issuedinfavourof WASEEM AHMAD BHAT Parentage GHULAM

M/N:- Tahira

NABI BHAT R/0 FIRDOUS ABAD BATAMALOO SRINAGAR.

Whereas an application has been recieved by one WASEEM
AHMAD BHAT Parentage GHULAM NABI BHAT R/0 FIRDOUS
ABAD BATAMALOO SRINAGAR. wherein he claimed that the
name has been wrongly recorded in the records of Registration
Certificate as MR. WASIM AHMAD BUTT S/0 MR. GHULAM NABI
BHAT, Which needs to be changed as WASEEM AHMAD BHAT
Parentage GHULAM NABI BHAT.

Now thereforeit is notified for the information of the
general public that objections if any in this regard shal reach in
written in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office
Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of publication
of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of stipulated
time no objection will be entertained.

Regional Transport officer
Srinagar Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 12 th Class Pass Marks

Certificate bearing, Roll No:-35220297 .Reg No

:-N18441800109.D 0 B.20.07.2005.

Session & year Annual 2021 Class 12th Pass

Distinction Marks:- 382/500. Faculty Science
Now | have applied forits duplicate if anybody ‘

have any objection.

He/She may contact Asstant Sectary Jummu & kashmir Board

of School Education Sub Office Kupwara within a period of 7

days. After that no objection will be entertained.

Name :- Simnan Bashir

S/0 :- Bashir Ahmad Tantray M/N:- Tahira

R/0 :- Gund Brath .Sopore .

fko mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 12 th Class Pass Migration
Certificate  bearing, Roll No :- 35220297.
Certificate S No:- Mig/21AKTR /36294.Session
& year Annual Regular2021.Classs 12 th

Now | have applied forits duplicate if anybody &
have any objection.

He/She may contact Asstant Sectary Jummu & KashmirBoard
of School Education Sub Office Kupwara within a period of
seven days. After that no objection will be entertained.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in Adhar card of
my daughter bearing No 685821194981 the name is entered
as DAYIFA JAN while her actual name is ABEERA MANZOOR.
Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody having any
objection may contact Concern department with in a period of
seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.

ABEERA MANZOOR
Name :- Simnan Bashir D/0 MANZOOR AHMAD MUGLOO
S/0 :- Bashir Ahmad Tantray R/0 KULBUGH BUDGAM

R/0 :- Gund Brath .Sopore fko CELL. 9149998643 mcb

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER

AWANTIPORA FOREST DIVISION AWANTIPORA
e-NITNO: - 120f2025-26S.No.01& 02 DATED: - 27.08.2025
Retendering for e NIT 09 of 2025-26 S No 1 & 2 Dated: 13.08.2025

Name of Work: - Bed formation and preparation of soil for raising of fruit bearing / broad leaved Prickings (Apricot, Ash, Kekar Prickings and Male Poplar Cuttings etc) in Awanti-
pora and Kanjinag Nurseries, Range Awantipora of Forest Division Awantipora under CAMPA-NPV for the Year 2025-26.

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tendersare invited on P tage basis from registered, reputed, and resourceful Contractors/ Firms registered withJammu & Kashmir
Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following work:
S. |Particulars of Work Adv.Cost  Bid Security [Class of contractor|Cost of Tender [Time of
No (Rs.inLakh) ((EMD) in Rs Document completion
1. |Bed formation and preparation of soil for raisingof [1.634 Lac |Rs3270/- [“D”Class PWD Rs.200/= One calendar
fruit bearing / broad leaved prickings including supply Contractor/ Forest month.
of Farm Yard Manure, cost and carriage of prickings Contractor
and labour cost for transplanting of prickings at
Central Awantipora Nursery (15000 No,s) & Kanjinag
Nurseries (20000 No,s). Total No. of Prickings to be
Raised = 35000 Nos Size of sapling=3-4ft  Girth
of Sapling=2.5-3cm
2. |Bed formation and preparation of soil for raising of  [2.00 Lac Rs 4000/- “D” Class PWD Rs.200/= One calendar
Male Poplar Cuttings including supply of Farm Yard Contractor/ Forest month.
Manure, cost and carriage of cuttings and labour cost Contractor
for transplanting of Male Poplar Cuttings at Central
Nursery Awantipora. No. of Male Poplar Cuttings to be
Raised = 42828 Nos

The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, scope of work, Bills of Quantities, (B.0.Q), Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded
from the departmental Website:-www.jktenders.gov.in.

Position of Funds: Budgeted

Position of AA: Accorded

Position of TS: Accorded

— - 28.08.2025 from 10.00 AM
Download Start Date : 28.08.2025 from 1.00 PM
Bid submission Start Date: 28.08.2025 from 1.00 PM
BBid submission End Date: 03.09.2025 Up to 06:00 PM

Date of Opening of Technical Bid through online: 04.09.2025 at 02.00 PMin the office of the office of Conservator of Forests
Kashmi i ijbehara,

To be opened online at any convenient date & time after complete evaluation of
technical bids

Date of Opening of Financial Bid through online:

TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in.

2. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in the shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown against the work above to be depos-
ited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and Bid Security in the shape of EMD for requisite amount and pledged to Divisional Forest Officer, Awantipora Forest Division.

3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 30 days from the date of opening of bids.

4. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No Technical or financial bid will be accepted in physical/hard
form. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.

5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e. EMD (CDR/FDR), Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/CPWD/ Forest Dept. duly renewed
for the current year 2025-26, PAN, Valid GST Registration, Affidavit cum Undertaking (Notarized), Govt. Treasury receipt (Cost of Tender Document).

6. The successful bidder has to produce Valid Labor Registration Certificate issued by Labor Department after issuance of award of contract.

7. Successful Bidder L1 shall have to deposit an additional performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG before Award of Contract in case the bid of the successful bidder is found to
be unbalanced and the scale as per PWD Manual Chapter 20 Clause 26.4 shall apply.

8. As per rule 171 of GFR-2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by successful bidder to the order of 3% of the value of contract and if there are compelling
circumstances, performance security in excess of three percent may also be demanded.

9. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in online submission of the bid due to any reason (technical or otherwise).

10. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being adopted by the Directorate of Information regarding publishing the NIT, in any of the

newspaper under circulation.

11. Bidder is advised to visit and examine the site, its surroundings and familiarize himself with the existing facilities and environment, and collect all other information which
he may require for preparing and submitting the bid and entering into the Contract. Claims and objections due to ig of existing conditions or inadequacy of information will not be
considered after submission of the bid and during implementation.

12. The Tender Accepting Authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

13. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double leaf)and as per the Detailed Tender document.

NO:- DFO/Awp/Plg/2025-26/62-66
DIPK-5625/25 Dated:- 29.08.2025
Divisional Forest Officer,
Awantipora Forest Division,
Awantipora

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
SUB OFFICE KULGAM
PUBLIC NOTICE

| have passed/ appeared in SSE (class
10th) under Roll no. 104005473 session
Annual Private/ Bi-annual year (2021-
22) through The Jammu and Kashmir
Board of school Education. The error
has been committed due to illiteracy of
the applicant’s grandfather, against my
Parentage and address of the applicant
has been wrongly mentioned as Fathers Name Bashir Ahmad
Magrey, Mothers Name Shameema Akhter and R/0 Watoo,
instead of Father Name Mohd Yagoob Wagay, Mothers Name
Nadeema Akther and R/0 Rakhama.

Now | have applied for correction in the Jammu and Kashmir
board of school education, New campus Bemina, Srinagar. If
any person has any objection in this regard may file the samein
the office of the deputy secretary, certificates Kashmir Division
within seven days from the date of publication of this notice,
after expiry of said period, no objection will be entertained.
This is published for the information of the general public.

The correct particulars be recorded as under.

Name: TABEENA JAN

Fathers Name: MOHD YAQOOB WAGAY
Mothers Name: NADEEMA AKTHER
Date of Birth: 06-06-2006

Residence: RAKHAMA

Mobile No.: 7889660495 fko

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

CERTIFICATES-KD, NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR
ATTENTION PLEASE

| have passed /appeared in SSE/HSE-I/
HSE-Il (Class 10th,11th,12th) under Roll No.
139079090, 239090131,339068077. Session .
Annual/ Regular Year 2023, Annual / Regular N
2024, Annual / Regular 2025 . Through the “
Jammu & Kashmir Board of School Education.

The error has been committed by the School

records against my mothers name as ZAMROODA instead of
ZAMROODA AKHTER.

Now i have applied for correction / rectification of
error in the Jammu & Kashmir board of School Education, New
campus Bemina, Srinagar. If any person has any objectionin this
regard may file the same in the office of the Deputy Secretary,
Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of publication
of this notice, after the expiry of said period, no objection will be
entertained.

This is published for the information of the general
public. The Correct particulars be recorded as under:

oy

Name: SADDAT SHOWKAT,

Fathers Name: SHOWKAT AHMAD DAR,
Mothers Name, ZAMROODA AKHTER
Date of Birth: 30-03-2008,

Residence:- HYDER PORA SRINAGAR.
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NOTICE

It is hereby informed that we the parents of Khadija Yousuf are
applying for change of the name of our daughter in school
records,who is studying Mallinson girls school sheikh bagh
srinagar under admission No 6365-20M,Class 4th green, Roll no
34.The change is as follow:

From Khadija Yousuf to Maryam Zaffar Bazaz. If anyone has any
objection,they may contact the principal Mallinson School
within seven(7) days from the date of publication of this
notice.No objection will be entertained after this period.

Zaffar Mehraj Bazaz & Saima yousuf
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Traffic Cop Caught Slapping
Youth, Probe Launched

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A video capturing
a traffic policeman slapping
a youth during a document
inspection on the Shalteng-
Bemina stretch in Srinagar
has ignited a storm of public
indignation, with citizens
demanding accountability
and disciplinary measures.
The footage, which
surfaced on social media
platforms, depicts the po-
liceman—audibly wearing
earbuds—striking one of
the young men after they
were intercepted for alleg-
edly riding three to a mo-
torcycle. The video spread
rapidly on Friday, accompa-
nied by captions condemn-
ing what was described as
“sheer high-handedness.”
The incident has gal-
vanized criticism across
digital forums. Commenta-
tors decried the conduct

as unbecoming of law en-
forcement. One Facebook
user remarked, “Traffic
violations may warrant
penalties, but assaulting
civilians is indefensible. Of-
ficers must uphold dignity
in their dealings.” Another
observer warned that such
episodes corrode public
trust in policing institu-
tions, adding, “Disciplinary
action is imperative.”

In response to the
mounting furore, Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (SSP)
Traffic City Srinagar, Aijaz
Ahmad, acknowledged the
incident and confirmed that
afact-finding probe had been
instituted. “The episode ap-
pears to have stemmed from
provocation, but the inquiry
is underway. Appropriate
measures, in accordance
with regulations, will be
taken once the investigation
concludes,” he stated.

Rabi-al-Awwal

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar: The
month of Rabi al-Awwal,
which commemorates

the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), is regarded as a
time of immense blessing
and spiritual reflection by
Muslims across the world.
It is observed as an oppor-
tunity to revisit the Proph-
et’s teachings that empha-
size compassion, justice,
sacrifice, and service to
humanity.
Religious scholars
the challenges confront-
ing the Muslim Ummah
today arise from distanc-
ing from these principles.
They note that true reform
and strength can only be
achieved by realigning
individual and collective
lives with the Prophet’s
exemplary character. The
emphasis, they point out,

remembrance but also on
embodying the Prophet’s
values in daily conduct,

Scholars Stress Centrality Of
Prophet (PBUH)’s Example

the birth and mission of

underscore that many of

is not only on rituals of

especially for the young-
er generation who face
contemporary social and
moral dilemmas.

At the Central Jama
Masjid in Srinagar,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
echoed this sentiment in
his address. He remind-
ed the faithful that the
month of Rabi al-Awwal
is a moment to pause and
draw guidance from the
Prophet’s life. Stressing
the importance of self-
reflection and reform,
he urged that Muslims
must anchor their char-
acter and community
life around the Prophet’s
teachings, which serve
as a guiding light for both
personal integrity and
collective progress.

By placing the Proph-
et’s message at the center,
scholars and community
leaders alike reaffirm
that Rabi al-Awwal is not
merely a commemoration
but a call to action for
moral renewal and adher-
ence to the values that re-
main timeless.
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Water levels in river Jhelum steadily recede as weather improves across Kashmir. KO Photo Abid Bhat

Revenue Records Forged In Land
Scam, Crime Branch Begins Probe

Agencies

rinagar: The Economic
Offences Wing of the
Crime Branch Kashmir
has registered two sepa-
rate cases of land fraud against
two Srinagar residents for alleg-
edly cheating buyers through
deceitful property sales, forging
revenue documents and commit-
ting criminal breach of trust.
Officials identified the ac-
cused as Riyaz Ahmad Bhat, son
of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, res-
ident of Nowgam Srinagar, and
Shabir Ahmad Wani, son of Mo-
hammad Ismail Wani, resident of
Lasjan Srinagar.
One of the cases was filed on
the complaint of a woman who

stated that Riyaz Ahmad Bhat
sold her a piece of land measur-
ing 1 kanal and 5 marlas at Moza
Balhama under Survey No. 312
Min, Khewat No. 27 and Khata
No. 200 against a payment of 25
lakh rupees. However, she al-
leged that no land was handed
over to her, and the same plot
was later sold to another indi-
vidual. The cheques issued by the
accused towards repayment were
dishonoured.

In another case, it was al-
leged that both accused per-
sons, in connivance with rev-
enue officials, duped another
complainant of 73 lakh rupees.
The complainant stated that he
purchased 1 kanal and 10 mar-
las of land at Balhama Patha
Chowk, falling under Survey

No. 1683/315 Min, Khewat No.
45 and Khata No. 317, for which
a registered sale deed was exe-
cuted. Later, it surfaced that the
revenue records were fabricated
and the same land had already
been sold to someone else.

Officials further said that
both Riyaz Ahmad Bhat and
Shabir Ahmad Wani have previ-
ously been arrested in connec-
tion with a similar case (FIR No.
14/2025).

The Economic Offences Wing
has initiated a detailed investi-
gation into both fresh cases and
stated that the role of revenue
officials and any other third par-
ties will be examined thoroughly.
Authorities assured that strict
legal action will follow based on
the outcome of the probe. [KNT]
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686

PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155
CAPD:18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Jh

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Closed )
Mughal Road - (Open )
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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HURI
CALENDAR
05 Rabi-Ul-Awwal

1447

PRAYERS
FAJR 4:35
ZUHR 12:32
ASR 5:1
Magrib  7:04
ISHA 8:28

This Day In History

GMC Sgr Achieves Accreditation For Postgraduate FNB Seats

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Government Medi-
cal College (GMC), Srinagar,
has been granted provisional
accreditation by the National
Board of Examinations in Medi-
cal Sciences (NBEMS) for two

postgraduate FNB seats in Pedi-
atric Nephrology.

This accreditation, valid for a
period of five years (July 2025 to
June 2030), is a testament to GMC
Srinagar's commitment to aca-
demic excellence and providing
high-quality medical education.

The accreditation allows the

Pediatric Nephrology depart-
ment of GMC Srinagar to provide
postgraduate training facilities
for up to two FNB seats each year
in the specialty.

This achievement highlights
GMC Srinagar's dedication to ad-
vancing medical education and
patient care.
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BEGUM HAJI GHULAM QADIR MATTOO

vs>ly adl Gls AUV U]

“Indeed, to Allah we belong and to Him we shall return.”

With profound sorrow and grief, the family of
Begum Haji Ghulam Qadir Mattoo (an e>,) announce her passing.

She was a revered matriarch of immense dignity, compassion, and faith —
a beloved mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. Her love knew no
distinction, for she embraced each member of her family with equal warmth,
kindness, and prayers. Her wisdom and gentle presence were a source of
strength and comfort, and her legacy of affection and generosity will remain
cherished in our hearts forever.

d May Allah # forgive her shortcomings, accept her good deeds, and grant her a
I place among the righteous in Jannat al-Firdaws.

The Prophet ¥ said: “When a son of Adam dies, his deeds come to an end
except three: ongoing charity, beneficial knowledge, or a righteous child who 4
prays for him.” (Muslim, 1631)

In keeping with tradition, the Ijtimay1 Fatiha Khanit will be held for
the Maghfirah of the departed soul on:

Q Sunday, 31st August 2025
Ancestral Graveyard at Wantpora, near Gani Memorial Stadium

Relatives, friends, and well-wishers are kindly requested to join in Qur’an Kha-
wani and du‘a, praying that Allah % showers His mercy upon her and grants

patience to the bereaved family.

Ll Yoy o didg) Wy J=>lg <lgic cacly ladleg clgaly o) Hacl gl

® 11:00 AM

(Al-Bagarah 2:156)

¢

Bereaved

Bilal Ahmed Mattoo & Family
Sheeraz Road, Khanyar (M) 9419006728

*-0-0-0—0—0-0—0—0-9¢

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name and DOB has been wrongly written in my adhaar card as Mohammad
Ayyub Khandey, DOB 01/01/1983 while my correct name and DOB as per School
records is Mohd Ayoob Khanday, Correct DOB 02-01-1978. Now | have applied for
the correction of the same. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may
file themin the concerned Adhaar Centre Jammu/Srinagar within seven days. Af-
ter that no objection shall be entertained.

Mohd Ayoob Khanday
S/0 Gh Ahmad Khanday
R/0 Zaloora Baramulla
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257 - St Sixtus Il begins his reign as Catholic Pope

125 - Duke Lotharius of Supplinburg elected king
of Germany
1146 - European leaders outlaw crossbow, intending
to end war for all time
1363 - Beginning of the Battle of Lake Poyang;
two Chinese rebel leaders Chen Youliang and Zhu
Yuanzhang are pitted against each other in what
was one of the largest naval battles in history
during Mongol-led Yuan Dynasty
1464 - Pietro Barbo elected to succeed Pope Pius Il
as Pope Paul ll
1481 - 2 Latvian monarchs executed for conspiracy
to Polish king Casimir IV
1574- Guru Ram Das became the Fourth Sikh Guru/

Master.

1645- Dutch & Indians sign peace treaty (New
Amsterdam (NY))
1673- Leopold I, Spain, Netherlands & Lutherans

form anti-

French covenant

1721- Russian/Swedish Peace of Nystad, ends North

Sea War

1751- George Frideric Handel completes oratorio

"Jephtha"

1757- Battle at Gross Jagerndorf: Russian army
beats Prussia [0S=Aug 19]
1776- Continental Army evacuates Long Island and
falls back to Manhattan, NYC
1791- Thomas Jefferson responds to Benjamin
Banneker's letter on the issue of slavery writing
that "no body wishes more ardently to see a good
system commenced for raising the condition" of
blacks "to what it ought to be" [1]
1799- Batavian fleet surrenders to British navy
during Anglo-Russian invasion of Holland
1800- Gabriel Prosser leads a slave rebellion in
Richmond, Virginia
1813- Battle of Kulm: French forces defeated by
Austrian-Prussian-Russian alliance

1835- City of Melbourne, Australia, is founded
1836- The city of Houston is founded by Augustus
Chapman Allen and John Kirby Allen
1843- 1st time African-Americans participate in a
national political convention (Liberty Party)
1850 -Honolulu, Hawaii, becomes a city

1860-

Ist British tram begins operating

Birkenhead
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B\, Ko VIEW |
Kashmir’s Pill Problem

he valley has been lately shaken by disturbing revelations

about what people consume without thinking twice. The rot-

ten meat scandal, where authorities seized cartons of unsafe

meat, and the widespread complaints about unhygienic drink-
ing water, forced a reckoning with the systems that are supposed to
protect the public.

People realized that food and water, the very basics of survival,
could no longer be trusted. That awakening now extends to healthcare,
where the medicine market, vast and largely unchecked, poses dan-
gers of its own.

Over the past decade, Kashmir’s healthcare sector has expanded
dramatically. Private hospitals and clinics have multiplied, giving
people easier access to doctors and treatment. But this rapid growth
has also bred over-reliance on pills.

For many families, medicines have become the first and last re-
sponse to any health concern. From antibiotics and painkillers to pro-
ton pump inhibitors and vitamins, household drawers are crammed
with medicines often taken without a prescription and stored care-
lessly in ways that make them less effective, if not harmful.

The numbers tell a troubling story. Kashmir’s pharmaceutical
market is worth around 3,500 crore annually, a staggering figure for
aregion of its size. Srinagar alone handles trade worth more than 100
crore every month. Much of this consumption reflects real needs, but a
large portion is driven by self-medication, unnecessary prescriptions,
and the circulation of counterfeit or substandard drugs.

In India overall, a quarter of medicines are estimated to be fake
or low-quality, and Kashmir is no exception. When the systems that
regulate food could not prevent tonnes of rotten meat from being sold
to the public, why should people feel safe about what lies behind phar-
macy counters?

The risks go beyond wasted money or spoiled drugs. A culture of
pill-dependence has deepened Kashmir’s addiction crisis. The Insti-
tute of Mental Health and Neurosciences in Srinagar receives about
150 new drug-related cases every single day. Nearly a million people
in the region are now believed to be struggling with substance use,
with opioids at the center of the epidemic. More than 33,000 syringes
are used daily for heroin injections. It is impossible to separate this
reality from the easy availability of strong medications and the casual
way people consume them.

The Food and Drug Department, tasked with ensuring the quality
and safety of medicines, has not kept pace with the size of the market it
is meant to regulate. It must strengthen inspections, shut down illegal
supply chains, and reassure the public that what they buy over the
counter meets even the most basic standards.

Doctors, too, have a role to play. Many have warned against over-
prescription, urging people to pursue lifestyle changes instead of
reaching automatically for pills. Yet their voices are often drowned
out in a market driven by profit and habit.

Kashmir cannot afford another wake-up call like the rotten meat
scandal or the water scare, this time with medicines. What is supposed
to heal should not end up harming.

Without stronger regulation, honest oversight, and greater public
awareness, the valley risks sliding deeper into a health crisis of its
own making.

The responsibility lies with everyone to restore trust and ensure
that the medicine meant to save lives does not become another source
of danger.

Kashmir’s Environment
Needs Political Will

Activists and NGOs cannot carry the burden alone. Strong laws,
accountability, and leadership are essential to avert future calamities.

Athar Parvaiz

his morning, I got

a startling mes-

sage from Dr. Raja

Muzaffar, a well-
known social and environ-
mental activist.

He said that while
Deputy Chief Minister of
Jammu & Kashmir, Su-
rinder Choudhary, had
told the assembly in March
that a private company,
NKC Projects Pvt Ltd, was
fined eight million rupees
for illegal mining in the
Shaliganga stream in Bud-
gam, “[this] penalty money
is yet to be recovered &
the Mining Department of-
ficers told me that penalty
amount was not Rs 80 Lakh
but Rs 80,000 Only.”

As this seemed to me a
classic case of greenwash-
ing, I quickly called the
director of Jammu & Kash-
mir’s Geology and Mining
Department, Suraj Prakash
Rukwal, to verify the claim
and seek more details.

The call, however, went
straight to a voice message
that said, “your message
has been forwarded.”

Repeated attempts to
reach him brought no differ-
ent result.

Hoping to get some clari-
ty, I then called another offi-
cial in the department. This
time the call was answered,
but the official politely told
me he was not authorized to
speak to the media.

Dr. Muzaffar also sent
me an audio message on
WhatsApp, his frustration
unmistakable: “The envi-
ronmental vandalism which
warranted at least eight
crore rupees (80 million)
in compensation has been
trivialized into a laughable
fine of 80 thousand. And this
paltry amount has also not
been delivered yet.”

He called it an insult
to both justice and the en-
vironment. “This is a dis-
grace,” said Muzaffar, who
has been raising the issue

‘ Active political engagement would mean enforcing

strong land-use and environmental laws, investing in sustainable

planning, strengthening disaster preparedness, and holding violators
accountable. It would also mean challenging vested interests whose profits
depend on ecological plunder. None of this can happen without political
leadership willing to stand firmly behind the cause.

of riverbed mining time
and again in recent months
and years.

He and other activists,
along with environmental
organizations in Kashmir,
have pointed to dozens of
cases of riverbed mining,
wetland degradation, and
faulty land-use practices.
Yet, no real course correc-
tion is visible on the ground.

This fresh example of
accountability reduced to a
mockery highlights a larg-
er problem: individual ef-
forts by legislators, such as
the local MLA who raised
the Shaliganga mining is-
sue, and initiatives led by
activists for ecosystem
restoration in Kashmir of-
ten run into bureaucratic
hurdles and receive little
attention from political
parties or top leaders.

It is worth asking why
Mr. Choudhary’s office did

not follow up with the Geol-
ogy and Mining Department
after sharing this informa-
tion on the floor of the house.

Some may point to the
difficulties of working under
the current governance mod-
el, or what is often described
as “hybrid governance” in
Jammu & Kashmir.

But such explanations
are hardly consoling. Po-
litical leaders can no longer
afford to look away when
Kashmir’s environmental
crises have been staring us
in the face for far too long.

Environmental activists
like Dr. Muzaffar and Faiz
Bakhshi, along with NGOs
such as the Peoples’ Envi-
ronmental Council (PEC)
and Environmental Policy
Group (EPG), have been
consistently raising alarms
about Kashmir’s neglect of
the environment. Yet their
reach remains limited.

Despite clear evidence
that unchecked “over-de-
velopment” and over-exploi-
tation of natural resources
are worsening the impacts
of extreme weather events,
environmental concerns are
still confined to the efforts
of a few activists and NGOs.
However sincere, their in-
fluence cannot match the
scale of the crisis.

The floods of 2014
showed how unplanned
growth and neglect of wet-
lands magnified the scale of
destruction.

Since then, repeated
flood threats, including one
just a couple of days ago,
have underlined the same
reality. As Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah himself ad-
mitted, “we can’t live in fear
every time it rains.”

Similarly, the landslides
and flash floods in Jammu
make it clear that ignoring

scientific advice and envi-
ronmental safeguards leads
directly to human tragedy.

To prevent future ca-
lamities and secure the
region’s ecological future,
political parties and leaders
must place environmental
protection at the very top of
their agenda.

CM Abdullah may have
acknowledged the urgency
on X, but what is needed
now is decisive action.

If his team, and the gov-
ernment more broadly, lead
corrective measures with
determination, much can
still be salvaged through
the collective efforts of all
stakeholders.

The involvement of po-
litical parties and senior
leaders is both desirable as
well as indispensable.

Activists can raise
awareness and NGOs can
contribute expertise, but
the scale of transformation
Kashmir needs will only
be possible when political
leaders take ownership and
bring environmental pro-
tection into the heart of the
political agenda.

Active political engage-
ment would mean enforcing
strong land-use and envi-
ronmental laws, investing
in sustainable planning,
strengthening disaster pre-
paredness, and holding vio-
lators accountable.

It would also mean
challenging vested inter-
ests whose profits depend
on ecological plunder.
None of this can happen
without political leader-
ship willing to stand firmly
behind the cause.

Failure to act will only
bring more devastation.
The time for bold political
engagement is now.

Athar Parvaiz is an
environmental journalist
and the spokesperson of
Peoples’ Environmental
Council (PEC).

spent the last year living in a bubble, cut off from
the world, my life orbiting a single goal: clearing
the JKSSB JE Electrical exam.

When | look at

I left a job I tolerated, with low pay and
endless work, to chase a promise that felt almost
sacred. Friends said I was mad to resign, but I had
made a pact with myself: give everything, expect
nothing less than success.

My days began before sunrise. I poured over
textbooks, scribbled notes, solved problems until my
hands cramped, and fell asleep only to wake and re-
peat the cycle.

Festivals passed outside my door. Family weddings
happened without me. Even when my body begged for
rest, I reminded myself why I did this: my father, who
tills the land from dawn to dusk, and my family, whose
struggles I hoped to ease.

Every page, calculation, and sleepless night car-
ried the weight of a dream not just mine, but theirs too.

When the exam notification finally arrived, relief and
pride filled me at once. I pictured my parents’ beaming
faces, as if saying, “Your sacrifice was worth it.”

Iironed my shirt, packed my admit card, rehearsed
formulas in my head until sleep fled. Tomorrow, I told
myself, tomorrow I claim what I have worked for.

But the morning of the exam arrived like a thun-
derclap. The hall buzzed with whispers. Within an
hour, it spread: the paper had leaked.

Screenshots of the questions floated on social me-
dia, answered before the first pencil touched paper. I
felt the floor drop from beneath me.

Every night of study, forsaken joy, and sacrifice
suddenly vanished. The ground beneath my dream
had collapsed.

I sat through the exam like a ghost, watching the
clock tick and every second remind me of betrayal.

Later that evening, I returned home without appe-
tite, without words. My parents tried to comfort me,
saying, “It’s the system that failed, not you.”

Yet I could not shake the feeling of failure. A year
of my life, surrendered to hope and diligence, had dis-
solved in a single, unjust moment.

People speak of re-exams. They speak of justice de-
ferred. But they don’t see what it costs. Another year
lost to preparation, another year of uncertainty, and
another year of waiting.

Aspirants cross age limits, miss opportunities, lose

The Exam That Broke Us

Thousands of young aspirants in Jammu and Kashmir
invested years of sacrifice into a promise of fairness. One
leaked exam turned hope into heartbreak.

Navaid Runyal

faith, and the cycle repeats. The system allows no ac-
countability, only endurance of the broken.

I think of the others: friends who postponed wed-
dings, sold possessions for coaching, and worked night
shifts while revising by dim lights. We all carried sto-

ries of sacrifice. We were 13,000 strong, competing for
292 posts. And one leak erased everything.

It is not just an exam. It is years of planning and
effort, hope and expectation, the silent slog of families
who trust in fairness. It is youth sacrificed for a prom-

my notes now, they do
not inspire. They remind me
that merit has been traded for
manipulation. They whisper
of a system where effort
counts for nothing, and
connections weigh infinitely
more. | ask myself if honesty
was my mistake, if devotion to
work and integrity is punished.

ise that never held.

The betrayal does not fit neatly into words. It lives
in the corners of rooms where books lie untouched, in
the hands cramping from practice problems, and in
eyes that once dreamed of security and dignity.

When I look at my notes now, they do not inspire.
They remind me that merit has been traded for manip-
ulation. They whisper of a system where effort counts
for nothing, and connections weigh infinitely more.

I ask myself if honesty was my mistake, if devotion
to work and integrity is punished.

Yet, there is a stubbornness that remains. For ev-
ery dream stolen, a resolve is born. The youth of Jam-
mu and Kashmir will rise again. We will demand fair-
ness, justice, dignity. We will remember these broken
moments, but we will not let them define us.

Even when the JKSSB JE Electrical exam of 2025
feels like the cruelest joke, it is also a spark, a call that
what is unjust today must be challenged tomorrow.

In the end, hope is not extinguished. It endures in
our collective insistence that hard work must matter,
that dreams cannot be silenced forever.

The author is a young aspirant from
Jammu and Kashmir who dedicated a year
preparing for the JKSSB JE Electrical exam.
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The Secret Choreography
Behind Article g70’s Fall

Six years on, a spate of books peels back the secrecy of August 5, 2019, revealing the planning that dismantled Article 370.

Sameer Rather

hen retired Lieutenant
General KJ.S. Dhillon sat
down to write his auto-

biography, Kitne Ghazi Aaye Kitne
Ghazi Gaye, he may not have real-
ized how closely it would peek into
one of India’s most secretive politi-
cal operations.

Dhillon, who headed the Army’s
strategic XV Corps in Kashmir, re-
counts a June 2019 breakfast meet-
ing with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, a discussion that, at the
time, would shape the future of the
region.

Shah had flown into Srinagar on
June 26, 2019, to finalize the gov-
ernment’s preparations for what
would soon become the abrogation
of Article 370, the constitutional
provision granting Jammu and
Kashmir special status.

The home minister’s question
was direct: “What is the guarantee
that things will remain peaceful?”

Dhillon’s reply, according to his
memoir, was equally confident:
peace would not be disturbed.

The memoir details the hour-long
one-on-one meeting in Dhillon’s of-
fice at Chinar House, an army resi-
dence renowned for its strict confi-
dentiality.

Dhillon writes of calls at 2 a.m.
arranging the meeting, questions
about breakfast, and intense dis-

Fareward b}l Primie Minister
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UNDOING THE UNJUST
A New Future for J&K

cussions covering Pakistan’s likely
response, security risks along the
Line of Control, and military con-
tingencies.

“The home minister’s knowledge
and in-depth assessment of the sit-
uation, including the likely fallouts,
was exceptional,” Dhillon observes.

The memoir also captures a more
human side of the story: Dhillon
hosted a dinner for Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, the former cricket captain

NARENDRA MODI »
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and Territorial Army officer, even as
the army’s strategy team prepared
for August 5.

Amid these social duties, security
planning continued late into the
night, underscoring the logistical
complexity of executing such a po-
litically explosive decision.

While Dhillon’s account pro-
vides a military perspective, the
newly released book 370: Undoing
the Unjust, A New Future for J&K,

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval, and other

top officials coordinated the timing of
constitutional orders, parliamentary
strategy, and ground security measures.
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published by the BlueKraft Digital
Foundation, adds a political and
constitutional lens.

The volume, endorsed with a
foreword by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, positions the move as the
culmination of decades of careful
planning and a bold assertion of na-
tional integration: “There was com-
plete clarity in my mind that taking
the public in Jammu and Kashmir
into confidence was absolutely es-
sential for the execution of the de-
cision. We wanted the decision... to
happen with the concurrence of the
people rather than imposition.”

The book also includes previously
unpublished historical documents.
Among them is a July 1947 letter
from Jawaharlal Nehru to Maharaja
Hari Singh, revealing that India’s
first prime minister declined early
offers for Kashmir's accession.

This letter challenges long-held

narratives that framed the Maha-
raja as indecisive, instead suggest-
ing that New Delhi’s leadership
delayed integration, inadvertently
opening the door for the October
1947 Pakistani tribal attack.

Another revelation highlights the
political calculations in 2019 itself:
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
widely believed to have driven the
abrogation, was kept in the loop
only at the last minute.

On August 5, Modi reportedly
called RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
before Parliament convened, say-
ing: “Mohanji, Aaj hum kuch kar
rahay hain. Dekhtay hain aagay kya
hota hai.”

For a party that had campaigned
against Article 370 since the early
1950s, this sidelining reflects the
secrecy and precision with which
the Modi government approached
the operation.

Experts note that secrecy was
crucial to prevent leaks and man-
age the risk of unrest.

The book also traces the long-
term planning behind the consti-
tutional, legal, and logistical steps
necessary to execute the abroga-
tion.

From timing orders to coordinat-
ing the army and administration,
every aspect was addressed to pre-
vent chaos in the valley.

The book also reconstructs the
intense internal deliberations.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval, and other top officials coor-
dinated the timing of constitutional
orders, parliamentary strategy, and
ground security measures.

According to the authors, the
operation required blending legal
rigor, strategic foresight, and politi-
cal will, a combination rarely docu-
mented in India’s constitutional
history.
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From breakfasts

in Srinagar to
midnight meetings
in Delhi, it captures
the stakes, the risks,
and the meticulous
choreography

that led to the
abrogation of
Article 370.

For the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, the decision has been
transformative and controversial.

Supporters argue that the repeal
ended decades of discriminatory
practices and strengthened na-
tional integration. Critics point to
political disenfranchisement, lock-
downs, and the lingering discord in
the region.

Drawn from memoirs and policy
accounts, this wave of documenta-
tion opens a rare window into the
secrecy and strategy of August 5,
2019.

From breakfasts in Srinagar to
midnight meetings in Delhi, it cap-
tures the stakes, the risks, and the
meticulous choreography that led
to the abrogation of Article 370.

— The author is a Srinagar-based
political science scholar.

Digital Shadows

As internet access grows, so does harassment online, leaving victims anxious,
socially withdrawn, and unsure where safety begins.

Javid Ahmad Zargar

ina, a 21-year-old col-
H lege student in Srinagar,

remembers the first
time a stranger contacted her
on social media.

It seemed harmless at first:
an innocent friend request.
Soon, messages arrived almost
every hour, questions about
her life, routines, and friends.

When she blocked him, new
accounts appeared, sending
doctored photographs, spread-
ing rumours among her peers.
Every notification made her
heart race. The internet, once
a place of connection, had be-
come a cage.

Stories like Hina’s are be-
coming common in Kashmir
these days. Cyber stalking, the
repeated use of digital plat-
forms to harass, intimidate, or
threaten, is rising as rapidly as
internet adoption in the valley.

Over 60% of Kashmir's
population is under 35, and a
growing share of them rely on
smartphones and social media
for education, work, and social
interaction. That makes them
particularly vulnerable.

The National Crime Records
Bureau recorded over 10,000
cyber stalking cases in India in
2023. Experts believe the real
numbers are far higher.

“Most victims do not re-
port because they fear social
stigma, family backlash, or
reputational damage,” said Dr.
Saba Shah, a Srinagar-based
psychologist. “The harassment
is relentless. It follows them
home, into classrooms, even
workplaces.”

Unlike traditional stalk-
ing, cyber stalking knows no
boundaries.

Offenders can monitor on-
line activity, track locations,
and harass victims across time
zones.

In one chilling Delhi case in
2022, a 23-year-old woman
who rejected a man’s advances
was bombarded with hun-
dreds of threatening messages

daily. The stalker created mul-
tiple fake accounts, morphed
her photographs, and spread
them online. He was finally
traced and arrested after ex-
tensive investigation, but the
trauma endured.

Similar incidents have been
reported in Kashmir, where
young women and men face
online harassment alongside
remote work and digital learn-
ing.

Social media platforms,
designed to connect com-
munities, have inadvertently
become tools for harassment.
Fake accounts, anonymous
messaging apps, and encrypt-
ed platforms give offenders
the confidence to harass with-
out immediate consequence.

“The internet offers stalkers
invisibility,” said Rafia Malik,
a digital security expert in
Srinagar. “They can threaten,

blackmail, and manipulate
without facing immediate
consequences.”

Legal measures exist. Section
354D of the Indian Penal Code
and the Information Technol-
ogy Act, 2000, criminalize
online stalking. The Kashmir
Police operate cyber cells to
investigate complaints, and
the central government runs
a Cyber Crime Helpline (1930).

Enforcement, however, is

complicated by technical loop-
holes, use of VPNs, and delays
in reporting. Victims often face
social stigma or fear prolonged
legal proceedings.

e

Cyber crimes evolve
faster than laws,”
Dr. Shah said.

“We need trained
officers, faster
response systems,
and a culture that
encourages victims
to come forward
without fear.”

Cyber stalking’s conse-
quences extend beyond anxi-
ety or embarrassment. Stu-
dents face disrupted studies,
professionals lose focus, and
reputations can be irreparably
damaged.

In some cases, virtual ha-
rassment spills into real life,
leading to threats, extortion,
or physical intimidation.

Experts stress awareness
and preventive measures.
Limiting personal information
online, using strict privacy set-
tings, and reporting suspicious
behaviour are crucial.

Schools and colleges in
Kashmir are beginning digital
literacy campaigns, though
experts say systemic change is
needed.

“Cyber crimes evolve faster
than laws,” Dr. Shah said. “We
need trained officers, faster
response systems, and a cul-
ture that encourages victims
to come forward without fear.”

Hina has learned to handle
the internet cautiously. She
uses privacy filters, monitors
her online interactions, and
avoids oversharing.

The fear, however, persists.
For her and thousands like her,
the digital world, a space of
opportunity and connection,
also carries a silent, growing
threat.

The challenge is no longer
whether the internet will con-
nect or divide, but whether it
will become a space of safety
or surveillance in Kashmir.

— The author holds an LLB
in Cyber Law and works as
a Senior Manager at JEK
Bank.

When Essays Become Meditation

Husn-e-Intekhab transforms small moments and careful
thought into reflections on life, language, and the human spirit.

e

Husn-e-Intekhab
grows with the
reader. Essays reveal
themselves differently
depending on time,
mood, and season.
For Kashmiris, the
book echoes the
rhythms of the valley
itself: its uncertainty,
beauty, and need for
careful attention.

Dr. Masrat Ahmad Mir

rickshaw bumps along a
Anarrow street in Srinagar.

Sunlight falls across a
courtyard, catching dust in
its path. A stranger passes by.
Their eyes meet for a moment,
and the world seems to hold its
breath.

Dr. Falak Fayrooz notices such
moments and lets them linger.

In Husn-e-Intekhab, a collec-
tion of seventeen essays pub-
lished in 2023 by Kitabi Duniya,
he transforms the ordinary into
something larger, something
thoughtful.

The book is small, five hun-
dred copies, priced at 370, but
its reach is wide. It does not rest
after one reading. It stays with
you, pulling thought, reflection,
and feeling into its orbit.

From the first page, Fayrooz
explores the weight of knowl-
edge. Learning can illuminate
the mind, but it can also sharp-
en solitude.

His essays trace the thinker’s
path, the restless mind that mea-
sures, re-measures, and ques-
tions every gesture, every word.

His prose moves like careful
breathing: simple, deliberate,
musical. Insight is never free.

\ 1

These reflections feel immedi-
ate and intimate in Kashmir,
where learning and thought ex-
ist amid shifting histories and
uncertainties.

Wandering becomes a way
of life. Fayrooz calls it beauti-
ful vagabondage, a refusal to be
tied to certainty, an embrace of
thought that drifts, of ideas that
stray.

The essays invite readers to
step into this wandering. In
a place like Kashmir, where
borders, memory, and politics
shape every street, wandering
becomes a way to see, live, and
understand.

Each essay is a path, each
sentence a step across shift-
ing landscapes of feeling and
thought.

Perception and belief thread
through every page. Fayrooz re-
minds us that no gaze is neutral.
Every glance carries belief, ev-
ery vision is shaded by bias.

The observation resonates
deeply in a land where riv-
ers, streets, and faces are read
through history and politics.
Clarity does not mean removing
bias. It comes from noticing it,
understanding it, and letting it
guide reflection.

Language itself sings in these

)

essays. Fayrooz treats Urdu as
a living sound. Words carry
weight and music. Sentences
rise and fall like soft wind over
mountains.

The prose reminds readers
that thought can be slow, de-
liberate, and transforming. Lan-
guage becomes culture, memo-
ry, and resilience.

Across seventeen essays, Fay-
rooz moves between reflection
and observation, lyricism and
thought. He turns solitude into
meditation, small moments
into insight.

Husn-e-Intekhab grows with
the reader. Essays reveal them-
selves differently depending
on time, mood, and season. For
Kashmiris, the book echoes the
rhythms of the valley itself: its
uncertainty, beauty, and need
for careful attention.

This is not a book to finish
and forget. It is a companion
for thought, a meditation on
wandering, perception, and lan-
guage. It leaves the mind rest-
less, urging readers to pause,
feel, and dwell.

— The author is a lecturerin
history at the Government
Degree College, Bemina,
Srinagar.
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MeT Predicts

about the risk of flash floods, landslides,
mudslides, and shooting stones at vulnerable
locations in Jammu division, particularly from
the early morning of August 30 till late night of
September 1 or early morning of September 2.

People have been urged to stay away from
rivers, nallahs, embankments, and loose struc-
tures during this period to avoid any untoward
incidents.

Jammu Records

department (MeT) just a few days after the
heavy rainfall led to the flood-like situation
across Jammu and Kashmir, causing extensive
damage across the region.

The highest precipitation was recorded in
Reasi with 4379 mm rainfall in the last one
week followed by 391.5 mm in Samba, 369.5
mm in Doda.

Udhampur saw a rainfall of 367.9 mm from
August 22 to August 28, the data reveals, adding
that Jammu recorded a precipitation of 366 mm
rainfall during the period. During the inclem-
ent weather conditions, Jammu has surpassed
a century-old record, by witnessing 380 mm of
rainfall in only 24 hours.

An Independent Weather Forecaster, Faizan
Arif Keng had said that in just a 24 hour period,
Jammu has recorded 380 mm of rainfall. “This is
the highest rainfall ever recorded in Jammu in a
24-hour period since 1910, when the observa-
tory was established. The last record was 270.4
mm recorded on 25 September 1988. This has
also broken the record of 218.4 mm recorded on
23 August 1996. For comparison, this figure is
close to 403.1 mm - Jammu's monthly average
for August,” he had said.

Kathua and Ramban stations recorded a rain-
fall of 264.6 mm and 242.2 mm in a week while
the lowest precipitation in Jammu division was
recorded in Poonch at 40.8 mm, followed by
74.8 and 76.3 in Kishtwar and Rajouri districts
respectively.

Overall, Jammu division has recorded a rain-
fall of 921.18 mm in the last 89 days, which was
37.08 per cent above than normal precipitation.
However, Kishtwar is the only station where a
deficit rainfall of above 50 per cent has been re-
corded during the period.

Furthermore, in Kashmir division, a major-
ity of seven stations out of ten have recorded
a deficit rainfall since June 01, 2025 till August
28, 2025. The deficiency varies from below 4
per cent in Baramulla to below 65 per cent in
Shopian district.

The data further reads that against a normal
precipitation of 202.2 mm rainfall, Kashmir
Valley has recorded 171.02 mm rainfall in the
last 89 days, marking a deficiency of 15.42 per
cent during the period.

Above normal precipitation of just 1% to 7%
has been recorded in three stations only with
Srinagar recording 1% above normal rainfall
while 6% and 7% above normal rainfall was
recorded in Pulwama and Anantnag stations
respectively.

Considering the recent heavy rainfall,
Anantnag has topped the list with 403% above
normal precipitation in the last one week fol-
lowed by Pulwama and Budgam with 341% and
332% respectively.

Srinagar has recorded 201% above normal
rainfall in the last one week. The lowest precipi-
tation was recorded in Shopian with just 10%
above the normal rainfall. (KNO)

Vaishno Devi

the cloudburst, several people were swept
away by the waters. Many precious lives have
been lost, and several others have been injured,”
he said.

The LG also announced an ex gratia of Rs 5
lakh will be given to the family of each deceased.

A landslide struck near the Inderprastha
Bhojnalaya at Adhkuwari, about halfway along
the winding 12-km trek route from Katra to the
shrine, on Tuesday, killing 34 pilgrims and injur-
ing 20 others.

There are two routes leading to the shrine.
While the Yatra had been suspended on the
Himkoti trek route since Tuesday morning, it
was going on along the old route till afternoon
when authorities decided to suspend it as a pre-
cautionary measure, a couple of hours before
the tragedy struck.

“A high level three-member committee is
hereby constituted to inquire into the rea-
sons behind the tragic landslide incident near
Adhkuwari on the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Ji
track, Reasi district, on 26-08-2025,” the order
said.

The committee would examine in detail the
reasons behind the incident and point out any
lapses, assess responses in the form of rescue
and relief measures undertaken, and suggest
appropriate SOPs and measures for preventing
recurrence of such incidents, it added.

“The committee will submit its report within
two weeks to the chairman of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board,” the order said.

A partial strike was observed in Katra on
Thursday as a mark of respect and solidarity
with the deceased pilgrims, with hundreds of
people taking out a march to criticise the Shrine
Board over the tragic incident.

“The tragedy shows the incompetence of the
Shrine Board, which allowed the Yatra despite
weather warnings,” former J-K minister Jugal
Kishore Sharma said, alleging that the track was
developed in a highly-unplanned manner.

Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) general secre-
tary Karan Singh, who was also part of the pro-
test march in Katra, accused the Shrine Board
of over-commercialising the pilgrimage, and
requested it not to play with the “sanctity of the
holy shrine”.

On August 27, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
asked why officials of the Shrine Board, which is
under the administrative control of the LG, did
not stop pilgrims from treading the track when
there was a warning of the calamity.

“When we knew about the weather, should
we not have taken certain steps to save lives?
The weather warning had come to us a few days
ago,” Abdullah said.

Posing questions to the officials, he added,
“Why were these people on the track? Why
were they not stopped? Why were they not
moved to a safe place? This has to be discussed
later. We feel sorrow over the loss of precious

lives.”

In a late night statement on Thursday, the
Shrine Board refuted allegations of allowing the
Yatra to proceed in disregard of weather adviso-
ries and at the cost of pilgrim safety, saying the
pilgrimage was suspended at noon on August
26 ahead of the cloudburst that triggered the
landslide.

However, the Board did not share details
about the number of deaths caused by the
disaster.

Afrter visiting Katra on August 27, Sinha had
said, “This has been a very unfortunate incident.
Around noon yesterday, a cloudburst occurred
when the Yatra was already suspended. Due to
the cloudburst, several people were swept away
by the waters. Many precious lives have been
lost, and several others have been injured.”

Board Rejects

Katra belt, killing 34 pilgrims and injuring 18
others.

“A few media reports have been circulating
since yesterday alleging that yatra was allowed
to proceed in complete disregard of weather
advisories and at the expense of pilgrim safety.
The Board expresses deep sorrow and pain at
the unfortunate loss of pilgrims’ lives in the
natural disaster on August 26, and places on
record the correct factual position to dispel the
impression being created by the insinuating
media reports. The Board categorically denies
the allegations as false and baseless,” the Board
said in a statement here on Thursday night.

It said the weather conditions had remained
clear and conducive for pilgrimage on the morn-
ing of August 26 until around 10 am, during
which time the yatra proceeded normally. Even
helicopter services were operating seamlessly
then.

Asserting that the Board had made elaborate
arrangements by positioning its enforcement
staff and Disaster Management Task Force along
the entire track as per its established standard
operating procedure, it said weather updates
were closely monitored.

“As soon as the forecast for moderate rains
was received, registrations were immediately
suspended. The majority of the yatris were mov-
ing down the track after completing darshan at
the Holy Cave Shrine. Thousands of yatris en
route had smoothly completed their pilgrimage
back to Katra by then,” it said.

The statement further mentioned that many
pilgrims stayed on in the shelter sheds en route
at designated halt points on the old track. “These
are those points and stretches which have never
been susceptible to landslides in the past. These
halt points have been specifically created in the
safest zones of the track, for pilgrim safety.”

The new track between Katra and Adhkuwari
(through Tarakote), which is susceptible to land-
slides and weather-related disruptions, had al-
ready been closed since August 24 in the inter-
est of pilgrim safety, it said.

The old track, which is generally secure and
not prone to slides and shooting stones, having
stabilised over the last many decades, was kept
open for pilgrim movement with a close watch
on weather conditions. “Even yatra on this track
was suspended by 12 noon on August 26 upon
issuance of the specific weather advisory,” the
statement said.

It added that the location where this unfortu-
nate disaster happened was near Inderprastha
Bhojanalaya on the old track. “This is one of the
safest locations on the track. However, nature’s
fury struck in the form of a sudden severe cloud-
burst in this stretch of around 50 metres only,
which triggered the massive landslide at 2.40
pm. It was unpredictable and unforeseen from
any count. No such event of landslide has ever
been recorded in this area in the past. The event
was a force majeure,” it said.

The Shrine Board’s Disaster Management Task
Force, which was spread along the track, imme-
diately responded in close coordination with
District Administration Reasi, J&K Police, CRPF,
Army, NDRF, SDRF and volunteers, launching
swift evacuation and relief operations.

“Eighteen pilgrims who had sustained inju-
ries were safely evacuated and shifted for super-
specialty care at the Shrine Board’s hospital
in Kakryal after being given first aid along the
track,” it added.

The statement said the stranded pilgrims
were safely evacuated to Katra through
Tarakote Marg by the evening of August 26.
“Simultaneously, debris clearance, slope inspec-
tion and stabilisation were undertaken on a war
footing,” it added.

The Board reiterated that every reasonable
precaution was taken keeping in view weather
forecasts. “The unfortunate cloudburst result-
ing in the loss of precious lives was not humanly
foreseeable and was thus beyond anyone’s an-
ticipation or control,” it added.

The Board said it has at all times acted strictly
in line with official weather forecasts and advi-
sories, with pilgrim safety and well-being as its
foremost priority.

The Shrine Board stands firmly with the be-
reaved families in this hour of grief and every
possible assistance will be provided to the NoKs
of the deceased devotees. The injured are be-
ing provided with the best possible medical
treatment and the Shrine Board prays to Mata
Vaishno Devi for their quick recovery

Yatra Remains Suspended

Meanwhile, Vaishno Devi Yatra remained sus-
pended for the fourth consecutive day on Friday
following a tragic landslide, which claimed over
30 lives.

The Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) announced that the pilgrimage to the
revered Vaishno Devi Shrine in the Trikuta Hills
of Jammu and Kashmir will remain suspended
for the fourth consecutive day due to persistent
heavy rainfall and adverse weather conditions.

Heavy rainfall has continued to lash Katra
and the Trikuta Hills, rendering the pilgrimage
route unsafe. While rescue operations are nearly
complete and debris clearance efforts have been
finalized, the SMVDSB has decided to extend the
suspension until weather conditions stabilize,
emphasizing the safety of devotees.

The Katra Hotel Association has stepped for-
ward to support stranded pilgrims, offering free
accommodation in hotels across the town.

“We express our heartfelt condolences to
the families who lost their loved ones. Pilgrims
stranded due to the suspension can avail free

accommodation in Katra,” said Rakesh Wazir,
president of the Katra Hotel Association.

Families of those receiving treatment at
Narayana Hospital have also been provided
lodging at the facility.

Financial assistance of Rs 9 lakh per deceased
pilgrim has been announced by Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, with additional aid of Rs
4 ]akh from the J&K Disaster Department and Rs
2 lakh from the Chief Minister’s Fund.

Pilgrims are advised to refrain from traveling
to Katra until the Yatra resumes and to follow
official updates from the SMVDSB.

Spicelet Makes

necessary inspection, they added.

Jammu-Sgr NH

Jammu towards Reasi, Chenani, Patnitop,
Doda, Ramban, Banihal and Srinagar,” a traffic
police official said.

Authorities have advised commuters belong-
ing to Katra and Udhampur towns to keep their
photo ID cards to prove their identity so that
their movement can be facilitated smoothly.

Apart from this, nine inter-district roads in
Jammu region are shut due to landslides and
road erosion. Dozens of villages in Jammu,
Samba, Kathua and Udhampur have been cut
off due to damage caused by heavy rains, flash
floods and landslides, they said.

The men and machines of the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) are working to clear the
highway of blockades, which occurred on
Tuesday following heavy rains and flash floods,
they said.

Due to the closure of the highway, over 2,000
vehicles are stranded at various places en route,
including Lakhanpur, Kathua, Jammu, Nagrota,
Udhampur.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Udhampur, Saloni
Rai, who along with SP Udhampur Sandeep
Bhat visited the flood-hit areas of the highway
to review the situation, said that efforts are be-
ing made to restore connectivity by tomorrow
evening.

“The calamity has caused a lot of damage to
the highway. Various teams have been deployed.
Restoration work is in full swing. This prog-
ress is also being monitored by the Lieutenant
Governor,” she said.

The DC further said they are trying to give ac-
cess to essential services. “However, we request
that the rest of the people refrain from travelling
on this highway at this time,” she added.

According to the traffic advisory, the
Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag highway is open
for vehicular movement for LMVs. Traffic is ply-
ing on Mughal Road as per the advisory, it said.

Apple, Mutton

stuck, while many more are stranded be-
tween Qazigund and Khanbal in Anantnag dis-
trict. Trucks carrying other essential commodi-
ties are also reported to be halted at Kathua,
worsening the crisis.

Zahoor Ahmad Bhat, president of the Apple
Farmers Federation of Kashmir, said that grow-
ers are deeply distressed as high-density apple
consignments, which have a shorter shelf life
compared to the delicious variety, remain stuck
for days. “Fruit growers and traders in Kashmir
who harvested their high-density apple crop are
worried as trucks are stranded on the highway.
The Mughal Road is also uncertain for smooth
heavy truckloads. This variety of apple is perish-
able, and its storage life is also less. We expect
the government to restore the highway as early
as possible for smooth transportation of the
apple,” he said.

Apart from fruit, the highway closure has also
hampered the supply of mutton to the Valley,
leading to concerns among traders over possible
shortages if the route remains blocked.

Authorities have assured that efforts are un-
derway to restore traffic, but with continuous
landslides and weather disruptions, no clear
timeline has been given. (KNT)

Army Restores

Its load-bearing capacity allows for smooth
vehicular movement, facilitating the uninter-
rupted flow of essential supplies and relief
materials.

Major Bhanwala highlighted that the opera-
tion was carried out under extremely challeng-
ing conditions, with washed-out approaches
and constrained workspace testing the resolve
and teamwork of the engineers. “This operation
underscores the Indian Army’s capability to ex-
ecute critical infrastructure projects under pres-
sure, ensuring mobility and support for both our
forces and the civilian population,” he said.

The Tawi Bridge had suffered damage at the
same spot during the 2024 floods and was sub-
sequently repaired, but the recent rains neces-
sitated immediate intervention.

By evening, vehicular traffic on the vital link
was fully restored, ensuring smooth movement
for both civilian and military transport.

HM To Visit

agencies to assess measures taken to deal
with the flood situation and to ensure adequate
relief and rehabilitation for affected families.

The visit comes amid heightened concern
across Jammu and Kashmir following heavy
rains, flash floods and cloudbursts that have
caused widespread damage and loss of life.

Kashmir Book Ban

filed by Shakir Shabir, a Kashmir-based law-
yer, represented by Senior Advocate Sanjay
Hegde. He argued that Section 98 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS),
which empowers the government to forfeit pub-
lications deemed objectionable, was being mis-
used. Hegde contended that an order by an of-
ficial in one state could have an all-India effect,
leading to blanket seizure of literature, which he
termed excessive.

However, the bench insisted that the High
Court should examine the issue. When Hegde
suggested transferring the matter to another
court, Justice Kant remarked that sidelining the
jurisdictional High Court would be “demoralis-
ing”, adding, “The High Court is a constitutional
court. Let it decide.”

The impugned notification, issued earlier this
year by the J&K Home Department with the
approval of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha,
claimed that certain publications propagated

false narratives and secessionist ideas. It stated
that such literature distorted historical facts,
glorified militants, vilified security forces, and
promoted alienation and radicalisation among
youth.

The list of banned books includes “The
Kashmir Dispute 1947-2012" by A.G. Noorani,
“Kashmir at the Crossroads” and “Contested
Lands” by Sumantra Bose, “In Search of a Future:
The Kashmir Story” by David Devadas, “Azadi”
by Arundhati Roy, and “A Dismantled State: The
Untold Story of Kashmir After Article 370" by
journalist Anuradha Bhasin.

Authorities said the books were found to
excite secessionism and endanger the sover-
eignty and integrity of India, thereby attracting
provisions of Sections 152, 196 and 197 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023. [KNT]

Op Sindoor ‘Golden

their contribution in the Make in India
campaign.

Making a special mention of the country’s
defence sector, she said, Operation Sindoor is
a golden chapter in humanity’s victory against
terrorism.

“This operation completely destroyed terror-
ist camps and thwarted attempts to attack India.
The indigenous Akashteer Air Defence Control
and Reporting System displayed infallible ca-
pability. Public sector enterprises contributed
to building this system. This is a matter of great
pride for them,” she said.

The President asserted that PSUS’ contribu-
tion has been proven in achieving self-reliance
on national security via innovation and India’s
growing technical expertise. Public sector en-
terprises have played a crucial role in sectors
including agriculture, mining and exploration,
manufacturing, processing and services, she
said.

Murmu further pointed out that women-led
development is one of the government’s nation-
al priorities, asserting that women leaders have
to overcome multiple challenges.

Court Discharges

put to trial and prosecution be allowed to
prove the case by adducing evidence against
them.

On the other hand, the counsel represent-
ing Akhtar and two other accused persons—
Shonthu and Neeru Chadha— said that charges
should not be framed against them.

Akhtar’s counsel submitted that no illegality
was committed in the giving “look after” charge
to Shonthu after superannuation of the ex-MD.
The counsel said that Shonthu only drew salary
as provided in the grade assigned to him and no
extra money was paid to him. He said that duty
assigned to Shonthu was not similar to promo-
tion and no loss was caused to the exchequer.
After hearing the arguments from parties, the
Special Judge Anti-Corruption Surinder Singh
discharged the accused persons.

Ashok Jailkhani

performances with minimal sets and actors
whose intensity filled the gaps left by resources.

By the age of eighteen he had been selected for
Doordarshan, trained by BBC experts, and carried
back to Kashmir a new sense of what television
could be.

He went on to direct and produce nearly two
hundred plays, serials, and telefilms, drawing on
the narrative tradition of Kashmir while break-
ing the conventions that weighed down state-
run broadcasting.

His shows were remembered for their
power. Families would halt their evenings to
watch Harud or Shabrang, the way households
across India later paused for Ramayana and
Mahabharata.

Letters piled up at Doordarshan Srinagar by
the thousands. For a brief period, the streets
emptied during broadcast hours, as if the val-
ley had agreed to gather in front of its screens to
share the same stories.

Jailkhani’s colleagues remember him less
as an administrator and more as a guide who
changed the way they thought about art.

He became a mentor whose words carried the
steadiness of theatre and the resilience of some-
one who had weathered Kashmir’s upheavals.

“I had the privilege of working alongside
Ashok Jailkhani at Doordarshan. He was a men-
tor and a guide whose presence brought warmth
and encouragement to everyone around him,”
said Dr. Rafiq Masoodi, Former Additional
Director General, Doordarshan.

His presence lifted young actors, reminded
them of their worth, and urged them to keep
faith in their craft.

“He treated the artist community as a fam-
ily and carried their concerns as his own,” Dr.
Masoodi added. “His guidance, kindness, and
cheerful presence left a lasting impression on
me and others.”

Those who worked alongside him say he un-
derstood the theatre as a social force, a way to
shift the mindset of an entire generation.

Jailkhani’s career stretched across mediums.
He headed Doordarshan stations in Jalandhar
and Chennai, launched the Jammu division,
and rose to Additional Director General of
Doordarshan, overseeing national channels
from sports to Urdu to Kashir.

Yet he remained most alive when immersed
in the rhythm of rehearsal halls and the glow of
studio lights.

He wrote books that found their way into
classrooms, including An Introduction to
Theatre, later added to postgraduate courses
in Kashmir, and a co-authored work on tele-
vision production that won the Bharatendu
Harischandra Award.

Beyond manuals, his written words were
roadmaps for a region where storytelling was
instinctive yet training scarce.

Awards followed, but the true measure of his
work was in how it shaped memory. A play like
Dastaar entered Kashmiri conversation so deep-
ly that its dialogue became a slang phrase in ev-
eryday speech. A serial like Harud altered week-
ly schedules, forcing shopkeepers to shutter
their stores and families to plan around its tele-
cast. Theatre productions like Evam Inderjeet or
Giddh ignited debates across the valley, proving
that drama could be both art and argument.

Jailkhani also carried a candid view of the
changes that weakened the institutions he had
served. He saw how the unrest of the 1990s,

coupled with the rise of outsourcing, led to a
mushrooming of production houses in Kashmir.
For him, most of them diluted the craft, creat-
ing work that was motivated more by easy profit
than by art.

He lamented how trained artists were side-
lined, and how television's rich culture was
compromised by mediocrity.

He spoke with equal frankness about the de-
cline of theatre, recalling how many performers
abandoned the stage for the sheen of the screen
and how the burning of Tagore Hall left artists
without a home.

Yet he never surrendered to nostalgia. He
urged younger groups to adapt to digital modes,
experiment, and find financial strength if they
wanted audiences to return.

He believed in the resilience of radio and tele-
vision, though he acknowledged the challenges
posed by cinema and later OTT platforms.

For him, survival depended on fresh formats,
younger voices, and sharper policies.

Jailkhani argued that every medium had its
own relevance, that television could still bring
families together at the end of a day, and that
radio continued to thrive because it offered
intimacy without spectacle. He trusted that
these mediums, if reinvented, would endure in
Kashmir as elsewhere.

In his later years he began compiling a book
of anecdotes from his long career. He admitted
the task was daunting, each memory tugging
at another, yet he wanted to leave behind a re-
cord of the strange blend of art and survival that
marked Kashmir’s media landscape.

When news of his passing came, it carried the
weight of countless evenings when the valley
gathered around a stage or a flickering screen,
waiting for light.

For more than half a century, Ashok Jailkhani
lit that light. Now the stage dims, the screen falls
silent, and with his passing, an era ends.

India, China Can

current volatility in world economy, it is also
important for India and China, as two major
economies, to work together to bring stability to
the world economic order,” Modi said.

India is ready to advance bilateral relations
from a strategic and long-term perspective on
the basis of mutual respect, mutual interest
and mutual sensitivity, and to enhance strategic
communication to address our developmental
challenges, he said.

On his views on the Japanese government’s
concept of a free and open Indo-Pacific, Modi
said there is a strong convergence between
Japan'’s vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific
and India’s own approach encapsulated in our
Indo-Pacific vision, in the ‘Vision MAHASAGAR’
and the Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative.

India and Japan are committed to an Indo-
Pacific that is peaceful, prosperous, stable and
where the territorial integrity and sovereignty
of nations are respected, the prime minister
said.

“Both our countries have strong and exten-
sive linkages with countries in the Indo-Pacific
region, and we both engage with some of them
in plurilateral formats to give expression to our
shared objectives,” he said.

Talking about his recent conversations with
the leaders of Russia and Ukraine, Modi said
India has maintained a principled and humani-
tarian stance on the conflict, which is equally
appreciated by both President Vladimir Putin
and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“In line with this, both the leaders spoke to
me to share their perspectives on the develop-
ments related to the conflict. I reiterated India’s
principled and consistent stand and encouraged
dialogue and diplomacy to resolve the conflict.
I have already indicated India’s willingness to
support meaningful efforts aimed at achieving
peaceful resolution of the conflict,” he told the
Japanese newspaper.

“Ibelieve, by virtue of our good relations with
both sides, including key stakeholders, we can
strengthen efforts dedicated to the restoration
of an early and lasting peace in Ukraine,” Modi
said.

Stressing the importance of the Global South,
Modi said the global community has made a
commitment to create a more equitable world
through achieving Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030.

“If we have to live up to this commitment,
then the Global South must be given priority.
In a highly interconnected world, we have seen
the debilitating impact of the pandemic, con-
flicts and supply chain disruptions on the Global
South,” the prime minister said.

They continue to face myriad challenges in-
volving global governance, climate change, food
and energy security, debt and financial stress,
all having a significant impact on their develop-
ment priorities, he said.

“As members of the Global South, we clearly
understand these concerns and their effects
on people’s lives. We have made strenuous ef-
forts to bring these to the forefront of the global
agenda,” he said.

“All our global initiatives, like Mission LiFE,
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure,
International Solar Alliance, Global Biofuels
Alliance, focus on promoting the interests of the
Global South. Our G20 Presidency saw the inclu-
sion of the African Union and gave voice to the
aspirations of the Global South,” Modi pointed
out.

Similarly, in BRICS, India is actively engaged
in working toward the benefit of the Global
South, he added.

India attaches importance to its engagement
with BRICS, which has emerged as a valuable
forum for consultation, and cooperation and
has helped promote mutual understanding, on
a specific set of issues of common interest to
emerging economies, he said.

Under the rubric of the Quad, he said they
have worked for the development and progress
of the countries in the Indo-Pacific.

“India has also consistently called for urgent
and comprehensive reforms of the global multi-
lateral institutions to make them more effective
and reflective of the current geopolitical and
economic realities,” he said.

He pointed out that in the last 20 years,
since its inception in 2004, the Quad has
emerged as a force of global good, delivering
positive outcomes for the people of the Indo-
Pacific region.
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Rana Visits Flood-
Affected Villages

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Minister for Jal
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment, and Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana undertook a com-
prehensive tour of flood-affected
villages in the Jammu region, in-
cluding Bharmini, Ghura, Sarari,
Bathindi, Sunjwan and Chatha, to
assess on-ground situation and
oversee relief and rehabilitation
measures.

Rajya Sabha MP, Gulam Ali
Khatana; senior officers of Jal
Shakti department and other al-
lied departments also accompa-
nied the Minister during the visit.

During the visit, the Minister
emphasized the urgent need to
accelerate the pace of restora-
tion efforts and reaffirmed Omar
Abdullah Government’s commit-
ment to extend timely assistance
to all affected families.

“The least we can do as a
Government is to respond with
speed and compassion to the
needs of those affected by this
disaster. Our focus remains on
immediate relief, rehabilitation,
and restoration of essential ser-
vices,” he stated.

Rana visited the relief camp at
Dongi Higher Secondary School,
where several families displaced
from Bharmini village have been
temporarily sheltered. He inter-
acted with the affected families
to understand their concerns
first-hand and reviewed the fa-
cilities and arrangements pro-
vided at the camp.

Recognizing the urgency of

safe drinking water for affected
communities, the Minister di-
rected the immediate restora-
tion of damaged water supply
schemes and called for their
completion on a war footing.

Meanwhile, he instructed
the concerned authorities to
deploy water tankers to ensure
uninterrupted supply of potable
water to all flood-hit areas and
relief camps.

Stressing that no affected
household should be left with-
out access to basic necessities,
Minister Rana also directed of-
ficials to ensure an adequate
and timely supply of ration and
other essential items, including
cooked food where required,
to all displaced families. “Daily
food distribution must be ef-
fectively managed to ensure no
one is left behind during this
critical period,” he said.

Rana instructed officers
from all relevant departments
to conduct regular visits to the
affected areas and camps. He
emphasized that officials must
listen directly to people’s con-
cerns, understand their urgent
needs, and monitor ongoing ef-
forts on the ground.

The Minister also visited
Chatha village, where several
houses and public infrastructure
has suffered extensive damage
due to the floods. He assured
the affected population that the
Government is duty-bound to
ensure timely relief, effective
rehabilitation, and complete res-
toration of all essential services.

Minister Sharma Visits
Flood-Hlt Areas Of Khour

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs,
Transport, Youth Services and
Sports, Satish Sharma under-
took an extensive tour of flood-
affected areas in Khour Sub-
Division, covering Dhar Khour,
Channi Dawnoo, Thangar, and
Block Samwan to assess the
damage caused by recent floods
and also oversee ongoing relief
and rehabilitation measures.

During the visit, the Minister
interacted with affected families
and local representatives, assur-
ing them that the Government
is committed to their welfare.
He expressed solidarity with
the victims and reiterated that
providing timely relief and reha-
bilitation remains the topmost
priority of the Government.

The Minister issued on-spot
directions to officials from Food,
Civil Supplies, Transport, Rural
Development, PHE,PDD , and
other line departments. He in-
structed them to ensure unin-
terrupted supply of food grains,
LPG, and other essentials, restore
road connectivity and transport
facilities on war footing.

He also directed to deploy
health teams and undertake
sanitation drives to prevent

water-borne diseases. He also
called for complete crop and
property damage assessments
to facilitate compensation and
also providing temporary shel-
ters and community kitchens
wherever required.

While interacting with the
affected population , the Min-
ister said: “The Government
stands shoulder to shoulder
with every affected family. Our
collective focus is to restore
normalcy at the earliest, safe-
guard public health, and ensure
that adequate compensation
reaches the victims without
delay. No family should feel left
behind in this hour of distress.”

The Minister appreciated the
efforts of the district adminis-
tration, frontline workers, and
volunteers engaged in relief and
rescue operations. He directed
officers to remain stationed in
the affected areas till the situa-
tion normalizes and emphasized
on close inter-departmental co-
ordination for effective response.

Local residents, on the occa-
sion, raised issues related to dam-
aged houses, irrigation channels,
and ration supply. The Minister
gave immediate instructions for
redressal and assured the public
that their concerns would be ad-
dressed on priority.

Flood Fury Hits J&K’s
Horl:lculture Sector

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The recent devas-
tating flood situation in Jam-
mu & Kashmir has turned into
a disaster, wreaking havoc on
lives, infrastructure, and the
Union Territory’s most vital
sector—horticulture.

While Jammu region bore
the brunt of human casualties
and large-scale damage, the
Kashmir Valley too has suf-
fered partial devastation, par-
ticularly with the closure of
the Srinagar-Jammu National
Highway (NH44), the only all-
weather road that connects
the Valley with the rest of the
country.

The blockade of NH44 has
left hundreds of fruit-laden
trucks stranded, sparking
panic among fruit growers and
dealers.

Bashir Ahmad Basheer,
Chairman Kashmir Valley Fruit
Growers Cum Dealers Union
said these vehicles, carrying
fresh consignments of Bagogo-
sha (pear), Galamast, Red Gala
apples, and other early-season
varieties, have been stuck for

days at multiple damaged
stretches of the highway.

"Fruit markets across the
Valley are overflowing with
unsold produce, with growers
warning that the delay could
turn their crops into waste."
he said.

“Every hour of delay means
huge financial loss. These are
perishable fruits—if they don’t
reach markets on time, they
rot,” said Abdul Rashid, a fruit
grower from Shopian. “We are
staring at a disaster as our pro-
duce is lying in orchards and
mandis, with no way to send
them out.”

Although authorities have

permitted the movement of

six-wheel vehicles on the Mu-
ghal Road, growers insist that
this measure is inadequate.

Basheer said the perishable
fruit consignments require
6/10 tyre heavy trucks for safe
and bulk transportation as
smaller carriers not only fail
to meet the volume require-
ments but also increase costs
and transit risks.

“Allowing small trucks is
not a solution. Our produce is
in bulk, and only large vehicles
can transport them efficiently.
Otherwise, the loss will be cat-
astrophic,” he said.

This year’s bumper fruit har-
vest in Himachal Pradesh has
already driven down fruit pric-
es across Indian markets. With
Valley produce stuck in mandis

and on highways, growers fear

they will be forced to sell at
throwaway rates, compound-

EVERY HOUR OF DELAY MEANS HUGE
O FINANCIAL LOSS. These are perishable fruits—if
they don’t reach markets on time, they rot,”

Chicken Prices S

kyrocket

Amid NH-44 Closure

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Chicken that used
to be sold at Rs 125 per kg before
the highway disruption is now
being pushed on wholesalers’
counters at Rs 160-180 per kg,
indicating a sharp, “unjustified
spike” that has left households,
small shopkeepers and the poor
reeling.

Residents and market observ-
ers say the price jump is not a nat-
ural market correction but “open
exploitation by suppliers”, who are
cashing in on the ongoing closure
of the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway, alleging there is no mon-
itoring by the Food, Civil Supplies
& Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) de-
partment of Kashmir.

“Before the road was closed,
chicken was easily available at
Rs 125 per kg. Now, they are sell-
ing it for Rs 170-180. This is sheer
loot and nobody is questioning
them," Bilal Ahmad, a consumer
from Rajbagh said.

He added that every disrup-
tion is turned into an excuse to

ing their misery.

“We are competing with Hi-
machal fruit in the same mar-
kets. If our supplies don’t reach
on time, we will have no buy-
ers left. This is nothing short
of an economic tragedy for us,”
said Ghulam Nabi, a grower
from Anantnag.

The horticulture industry
is the backbone of J&K’s econ-
omy, with more than 7 lakh
families directly or indirectly
dependent on fruit cultivation,
trade, and allied services. The
valley, often described as the
“Fruit Bowl of Northern India”,

exploit people. “Where is the ad-
ministration’s rate enforcement?
Is FCS&CA sleeping?” he asked.
Notably, the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway (NH-44) has
remained closed after multiple
landslides, triggered by heavy
rains, leaving hundreds of ve-
hicles stranded and severing the
mainsupply routeinto the Valley.
Officials said the closure has
now stretched into another day
as restoration teams’ work on
several damaged stretches.
Additionally, traders in Sri-
nagar admitted the hike is not
a formally announced revision
but a market-driven surge. “The
earlier price was fixed at Rs 125;
wholesalers are dictating their
own rates. There is no formal
revision, only profiteering,” said a
poultry dealer from Srinagar.
Consumers also pointed out
that even after some stretches of
the highway were cleared, prices
continued to remain inflated,
suggesting cartel-like behavior
rather than genuine supply scar-
city—(KNO)

produces apples, pears, cher-
ries, walnuts, and other variet-
ies that form a major share of
its economy.

If immediate measures are
not taken, growers warn that
the losses will run into hun-
dreds of crores, hitting both
the farming community and
the UT’s revenue.

Unless urgent steps are
taken, Kashmir’s fruit indus-
try—already under pressure
from falling prices and adverse
weather in past years—faces a
devastating season, Basheer
added—(KNO)

Bhagat Reviews Status Of Essential

Commodities Across J&K

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Commissioner Secre-
tary, Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs, Saurabh Bha-
gat convened a meeting to dis-
cuss and review the availability
of Foodgrains, Petroleum prod-
ucts and movement of essential
commodities in the aftermath
of recent flood situation and
prevailing weather conditions
across Jammu and Kashmir.
Among others, Deputy Com-
missioners; Controller Legal
Metrology Department J&K;
Director, FCS&CA, Jammu;
GM FCI J&K; State Level Coor-
dinator J&K and representa-
tive of Div Com offices, Traffic,
DMRRR J&K, JKRTC, Railways
attended the meeting, either
in person or virtual mode.
While reviewing the move-
ment of stuck essential vehi-

cles, he directed the concerned
officers to take all measures to
clear movement of vehicles/
trucks so that essential com-
modities reach every district.

He further asked the offi-
cers to chalk out the strategies
to overcome all challenges in
future.

The Commissioner Secre-
tary also emphasized upon
them to work in close coor-
dination with each other so
that the stock position of es-
sential commodities could
be maintained. He also asked

concerned officers that a daily
status report of different ac-
tivities like distribution to be
done by concerned authorities
should be submitted in both
Divisional Commissioner of-
fices as well as the Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer Affairs
department.

The Commissioner Secretary
said that the government has
taken every step to improve es-
sential commodities especially
in affected areas so that the
people cannot face any incon-
venience in this regard.

JWG Brings Govt & Industry Together To Boost Live Entertainment Sector

Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: The first meeting of
the Joint Working Group (JWG)
on promotion of India’s live enter-
tainment industry was held at the
National Media Centre, New Delhi,
under the chairmanship of Sanjay
Jaju, Secretary, Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting.

The JWG, constituted in July
2025 under the directions of
Union Information and Broadcast-
ing Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
aims to strengthen India’s concert
economy by fostering collabora-
tion between government bodies,
industry associations, rights soci-

eties, and major event companies.
In his recent addresses, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has under-
lined the untapped potential of the
live entertainment sector, calling it a
key driver of employment, tourism,
investment, and cultural influence.
The meeting brought together
representatives from the Min-
istries of Information & Broad-

casting, Culture, Youth Affairs &
Sports, Skill Development & Entre-
preneurship, Finance, and DPIIT,
along with the Sports Authority of
India. State government officials

from Maharashtra, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, and Karna-
taka also participated.

Industry associations including
EEMA, FICCI, CII, and ILEA, along-

side stakeholders such as Book-
MyShow, Wizcraft, Saregama, Dis-
trict by Zomato, and Touchwood
Entertainment Ltd., attended the
deliberations. Rights societies in-
cluding IPRS, PPL, RMPL, and IMI
Trust were also represented.

Key outcomes of the meeting
included the decision to integrate
live event permissions into the In-
dia Cine Hub portal to streamline
clearances, launch a Centralised
Digital Music Licensing Registry
by October 2025, and create a
model policy to allow multi-use
of stadiums and public spaces for
live events. The group also recom-
mended inclusion of live enter-

tainment skills under the National
Skills Qualification Framework
(NSQF), as well as exploration of
financial incentives through GST
rebates, subsidies, blended finance
models, and MSME recognition.

Jaju stressed that the govern-
ment is committed to positioning
India among the world’s top five
live entertainment destinations by
2030, with the potential to gener-
ate 15-20 million jobs, build new
infrastructure, and strengthen In-
dia’s global cultural influence. He
said the JWG will function in “mis-
sion mode” to drive employment,
tourism, and soft power through
the concert economy.

“Hospital On Wheels”
Provides Healthcare To
People At Seripoora

Observer News Service

RAMBAN: In continuation
to its proactive efforts to take
healthcare to the remotest cor-
ners of the district, the District
Administration Ramban, on the
directions of Deputy Commis-
sioner Mohammad Alyas Khan,
today organized a Mobile Medi-
cal Camp at Village Seripoora in
Tehsil Gool under its initiative -
“Hospital on Wheels”.

The initiative aims at bridg-
ing critical healthcare gaps in
hard-to-reach areas by provid-
ing on-the-spot medical con-
sultations, essential diagnos-
tics, free medicines and vital
health awareness to the rural
population.

A dedicated team of doctors
and paramedical staff attended
to over 130 patients, includ-
ing 115 General OPD cases and
15 Dental consultations. The
camp also conducted essential
tests such as blood sugar, ane-

mia and malaria. Screenings for
Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs) and Tuberculosis (under
NTEP) were undertaken, ensur-
ing early detection and timely
intervention.

Furthering the vision of digi-
tal health, 25 ABHA IDs were
generated under the Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM).
The medical team also sensi-
tized villagers about flagship
schemes like JK SEHAT, PMJAY,
E-Sanjeevani, NTEP and ABDM,
while stressing the importance
of preventive healthcare and
healthy lifestyle practices.

With the proactive approach
of District Administration Ram-
ban, the “Hospital on Wheels”
program continues to bridge
the healthcare gap in most re-
mote areas of the district. The
outreach in Seripoora marks
another milestone in a series of
interventions aimed at ensur-
ing quality, accessible health-
care for all residents of the

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified that the number plate of my motorcycle PULSAR

150CC bearing Registration No. JKO5C-6151 has been lost/misplaced.
| have applied for issuance of a duplicate/New number plate with the
concerned RTO BARAMULLA. If anyone has any objection to the same,
they may kindly inform the POLICE STATION KREERI or the concerned
RTO within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice, failing

which no claim shall be entertained thereafter.

Name: ARFAT AHMAD SHEIKH

Father's Name: MOHD RAMZAN

Address: AUTHOORA

Mobile No: 7006918843

FKO

Form No 3
[See Regulation -13(1)(a)
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

CHANDIGARH (DRT)
2nd Floor SCO 33-34-35

Sector-17 A, Chandigarh
Case No. OA/853/2025

Summons under Sub Section (4) of Section 19 of the Act,
read with sub rule (2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery
Tribunal (Procedure)Rules,1993

Exh. No: 29798

JAMMU AND KASHMIR BANK LIMITED
Vs
M/S SHEIKH CAR POINT
To.
(1) Imtivaz Ahmad Shah son Of Shamas-u-din Shah
Resident Of Anwarabad Kupwara (Bank Colony
Rawalpora) Jammu And Kashmir
(2) Sheikh Parvaiz Ahmad son Of Sheikh Abdul Ahad
Resident Of Custodian Colony Sanat Nagar, Jammu And
Kashmir
(3) Abdul Rahim Rather son Of Sh Abdul Majid Rather
Resident Of Kralpora Srinagar, Jammu And Kashmir
(4) SmtMasrat Parveen wife Of Sh Abdul Rahim Rather
Resident Of Kralpora, Srinagar, Jammu And Kashmir
SUMMONS

Whereas , OA/853/2025 was listed before Hon’ble
Presiding Officer/ Registrar on 04.08.2025
Whereas this Hon’ble Tribunal is pleased to issue
summons / notice on the said application under section
19(4) of the Act, (OA) filed against you for recovery of
debts of Rs 8576317.57 (application along with copies of
documents etc, annexed).
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the
Act, you. the defendants are directed as under:-
(i) to show cause within thirty days of the service of
summons as to why relief prayed for should not be
granted;
(ii) to disclose particulars of properties or assets other
than properties and assets specified by the applicant
under serial number 3 A of the original application;
(iii) you are restrained from dealing with or disposing of
secured assets or such other assets and properties
disclosed under serial number 3A of the original
application, pending hearing and disposal of the
application for attachment of properties;
(iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or
otherwise, except in the ordinary course of his business
any of the assets over which security interest is created
and/ or other assets and properties specified or
disclosed under serial number 3A of the original
application without the prior approval of the Tribunal;
(v) you shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds
realised by sale of secured assets or other assets and
properties in the ordinary course of business and
deposit such sale proceeds in the account maintained
with the bank or financial institutions holding security
interest over such assets.

You are also directed to file the written statement
with a copy thereof furnished to the applicant and to
appear before Registrar on 14.10.2025 at 10:30 A.M.
failing which the application shall be heard and decided
in yourabsence
Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this
date: 11.08.2025

Signature of the Officer Authorised to issue
summons
Note: Strike out whichever is not applicable
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Aquib Nabi's Duleep Trophy Hat-Trick
Gives North Control Over East

Press Trust of India
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2nd Edition CRPF Football
Cup Begins In Srinagar

O n National Sports Day 2025 on Friday, the second

edition of CRPF Football Cup began at TRC

Ground in Srinagar. Inspector General Srinagar
Sector CRPF, Pawan Kumar Sharma, said the tourna-
ment aimed to provide young footballers a platform to
showcase their skills.

Sharma said the week-long tournament’s inaugu-
ral match on Friday was scheduled to coincide with
National Sports Day. A total of 16 teams will compete
in the tournament, with eight from Srinagar and four
each from Budgam and Ganderbal. The IG CRPF also
thanked J&K Sports Council Secretary for supporting

caught plumb in front while
Hussain was beaten for pace to
get bowled.

Nabi soon completed his five-
wicket haul dismissing Mo-
hammed Shami in an excellent

Arshdeep lauded Nabi saying
the J&K bowler has all the fine
traits of a good pacer.

“In the beginning, we under-
bowled Nabi. I had never seen
him before. I saw him for the first

BENGALURU: Kashmir pacer
Aquib Nabi bagged a five-wicket
haul, including a hat-trick, as
North Zone bundled out East

Zone for 230 to gain command
on the second day of the Duleep
Trophy quarterfinals here Friday.

Wicketkeeper batter Kanhaiya
Wadhawan (76) made a fluent
fifty as North, overnight 308/6,
reached 405 all out, and, now,
they lead by 183 runs after East’s
stutter against Nabi (5/28).

The Asia Cup-bound Arsh-
deep Singh and Harshit Rana
showcased their game readiness
with intense spells spread across
three sessions on the day.

The East Zone could have been
in a better position had they
shown a little more restraint.
Virat Singh played wonderfully
well for a 69 off 102 balls but a

moment of indiscretion cost him
his wicket, playing the wrong
line to get bowled by Nabi.

It opened the floodgates as the
Baramulla-born pacer, who took
44 wickets in the previous Ranji

season for J&K, dismissed Mani-
shi and Mukhtar Hussain in the
next two balls to complete the
hat-trick in the 53rd over.
Manishi  shouldered arms
to an incoming delivery to get

second spell — 3.1-0-5-5, which
included four wickets in as many
balls.

In that phase, East Zone lost
five wickets for eight runs, slid-
ing from 222 for five 230 all out.

Later Nabi said bowling along-
side Arshdeep and Rana was a
massive lesson for him.

“They have been giving their
all for the country, and I learned
to keep a positive mindset (from
them). When you get a chance,
you have to do well. I am playing
with them for the first time.

“I got to learn a lot because
they have been playing for India
and they have been very helpful,”
said Nabi after the match.

time at nets. The ball came out of
his hand in a very good way. He
bowled his second spell quite
late. But he was waiting for his
bowling. This is a sign of a good
player.

“You saw his hard work in the
Ranji Trophy. The discipline in
which he bowled, he got 5 wick-
ets in 2 overs. So, a lot of credit
goes to him," said Arshdeep.

Aquib Nabi also put his all-
round talent on display. North
managed to cross the 400-run
mark as Wadhawan (76), who
copped two painful blows on his
gloves and head by Shami, and
Nabi (44) milked 66 runs for the
eighth wicket.

the event. (Observer News Service)

India Submits Proposal To Host
2030 Commonwealth Games

ndia on Friday officially submitted its proposal to
I host the 2030 Commonwealth Games, marking a

significant step in its ambition to bring the multi-
sport event back to the country after two decades.

The formal bid was submitted to the Common-
wealth Sport (the Commonwealth Games Federation)
by a delegation with representation from the Common-
wealth Games Association of India and the Govern-

ment of Gujarat.

The bid positions Ahmedabad as the host city for the
Centenary edition of the Games, marking 100 years of

the Commonwealth Games..

Gujarat Sports Minister Harsh Sanghavi said India's
Games will be based on the ancient principle of ‘Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam’, meaning "the world is one family.”
offering unity and human connection. Atithi Devo Bhava,
or “the guest is divine,” will guide the planning for all the
stakeholders that will visit India for the Games.

Hosting the 2030 Commonwealth Games is aligned
with the country's long-term ambition of becoming a
leading sporting nation, where mega-events serve as
catalysts for wider participation in sport and infra-

Budgam, Anantnag Observe National
Sports Day Across Various Zones

Observer News Service Laigc/
| S

NIT Srinagar Celebrates National
Sports Day, Pays Tribute To Legend

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: On the occasion

of National Sports Day 2025
on Friday, the District Youth
Services and Sports organ-
ised a series of sports and
fitness activities across mul-
tiple districts of the valley.
DYSS Office Budgam held
events in all 12 Physical Edu-
cation Zones of the district.
The day commenced
with pledge ceremonies
conducted simultaneously
in Beerwah, Narbal, BK
Pora, Magam, Dreygam,
Budgam and others.
Avariety of sports competi-
tions such as Tug of War, Bad-
minton, Volleyball and other
events were held, witnessing
enthusiastic ~ participation
from students and staff.
Under the guidance of
District Youth Services &
Sports Officer Budgam, Gh-
ulam Hasaan Lone, the cel-
ebrations highlighted the
importance of physical fit-
ness, discipline, and team-

work in shaping young lives.
Additionally, a special
pledge ceremony was also held
at the office of DYSSO Budgam,
led by Activities Incharge, Gh-
ulam Hasaan Khanday.
Meanwhile in Anant-
nag, a grand function was
organised at Government
Middle School Bondailgam,
where Additional Deputy
Commissioner  Anantnag
Sandeep Singh Bali (JKAS)
was the chief guest. He was
accompanied by DYSSO
Anantnag Raja Yaqoob,
Chief Education Officer An-
antnag Kishore Kumar and
other officials of DYSS.

v i 2 )

On the occasion, several
sports events as well as rec-
reational activities were
held. An exhibition Tag of
War match between officials
of Achabal Zone and Anant-
nag Zone was conducted.

Simultaneously, National
Sports Day functions and
events were also conduct-
ed across the zones and
schools of the district. The
activities included Pledge
(National Sports Day), Yoga
Sessions, Chess, Carrom,
Badminton, Volleyball, Kho
Kho Kabbadi, Tennis Ball
Cricket, Table Tennis and
Tug of War.

SRINAGAR: The National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Srinagar on Friday
observed National Sports
Day with a pledge ceremo-
ny and a series of sporting
activities, joining institu-
tions across the country in
paying tribute to hockey
legend Major Dhyan Chand
on his birth anniversary.
The event was organised
by the Students Activity
and Sports (SAS) Centre and
witnessed active participa-
tion from students, faculty,
and staff. As part of the pro-
gramme, a fitness pledge
was taken to reaffirm com-
mitment towards health,
fitness, and sportsmanship.
National Sports Day is
celebrated every year on
August 29 to honour Major
Dhyan Chand, regarded as
one of the greatest hockey
players of all time. Known as
the ‘Wizard of Hockey’, Dhy-

an Chand’s unmatched skill
and sportsmanship brought
glory to India, including
three Olympic gold medals
in 1928, 1932, and 1936.

On the occasion, Regis-
trar NIT Srinagar, Prof. Ati-
kur Rehman, said the ob-
servance of National Sports
Day at the Institute is re-
minder of the crucial role
sports play in student life.

SAS Officer, Kowsar Ali
Mir, said that the strong par-
ticipation of faculty and staff
alongside students reflects
the inclusive sporting envi-
ronment at the Institute.

NSS  Coordinator, Dr.
Pramod Kumar Yadav, said

the event was a reflection
of NIT Srinagar’s commit-
ment to holistic student
development.

As part of the extended
celebrations; NIT Srinagar
has planned a series of
activities till August 31.
These include sports de-
bates, fitness awareness
talks, and competitions
in both indoor and indig-
enous games such as Kho
Kho, Kabaddi, Pithu, and
rope skipping.

The Institute will also
host yoga sessions, cycling
events, and interactive
conclaves on Olympic and
Paralympic values.

structure development. (PTI)

Saka Out For ‘Weeks’, Odegaard

Questionable For Liverpool Game

rsenal winger Bukayo Saka's latest hamstring
injury will keep him out for “a few weeks,”
manager Mikel Arteta said Friday ahead of the

Premier League game at Liverpool.

Sunday's match at Anfield is an early clash of title
contenders, but the Gunners face the defending cham-
pion saddled with injuries to key players, including

captain Martin Odegaard.

The midfielder hurt his shoulder during Arsenal's

5-0 victory over Leeds last weekend.

“He hasn't trained yet, and if he does it will be
tomorrow,” Arteta said. “He's doing everything he
can, we're doing everything that we can to make him
available, but we'll have to wait and see tomorrow. ... if
everything goes well, he can cope with it.”

This week, Odegaard was summoned by Norway for

upcoming matches.

Saka, who also exited the Leeds game, missed more
than three months last season because of a hamstring

tear that required surgery. (AP)
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financial freedom

Set up Systematic Investment Plans in
Exchange Traded Funds (Shariah Based ETF)

Contact: M | Securities - 9906518342 [ 9906684475
1, 10 Samad Complex, Ma Link Road, Srinagar, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, Srinagar - 190001




