Schools In Kashmir
To Reopen Today

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Schools in Kashmir
division are all set to re-open
tomorrow following the closure
of two days.

An official said, “We have de-
cided to reopen all schools in
the Kashmir division on Friday.”

In the meantime, the director
of school education of Jammu
has ordered that all Government
and private schools across the
division shall remain closed up
to 30th August 2025.

DSE] has said that in view of
the continuous and heavy rain-
fall being experienced across
various parts of Jammu Division,
the region has witnessed mul-
tiple weather-induced disrup-
tions which have significantly
impacted day-to-day life and the
safe functioning of educational
institutions.

Jammu-Sgr
Highway
Remains Shut
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Jammu-Srinagar
national highway was closed
for traffic for the third consecu-
tive day on Thursday due to
multiple landslides triggered by
heavy rains in the Udhampur-
Ramban belt, officials said.

Due to the closure of the
highway, over 500 to 600 ve-
hicles are stranded at various
places en route.

The 270-km-long stretch, the
only all-weather road linking
Kashmir with the rest of the
country, was blocked by mul-
tiple landslides at several places
between Jakheni and Chenani in
Udhampur, they said.

“Highway is closed for vehicu-
lar movement from Jakheni in
Udhampur towards Srinagar due
to damage at several places be-
tween Jakheni and Chenani. No
vehicular movement shall be al-
lowed from Nagrota in Jammu
towards Reasi, Chenani, Patnitop,
Doda, Ramban, Banihal, Srinagar,”
a traffic police official said.

He said commuters belonging
to Katra and Udhampur towns
are requested to keep their pho-
to ID cards to prove their iden-
tity so that their movement can
be facilitated smoothly.

The men and | More on P6

Capital
Expenditure In J&K
Hits 5-Year Low

Agencies

Srinagar: In a development that
raises serious questions, devel-
opment spending in the first
four months of the ongoing fi-
nancial year is the lowest com-
pared to the corresponding pe-
riod of the past five fiscal years.

Data reveals that capital
expenditure in the first four
months of 2025-26 is the low-
est when compared to the cor-
responding period of previous
financial years since the conver-
sion of Jammu & Kashmir into a
Union Territory.

According to the data, total
capital expenditure during the
first four months of 2025-26
stands at Rs 705.61 crore, in
sharp contrast to Rs 3298.91
crore spent on development
during the same period in
2024-25.

As per the figures, capital ex-
penditure in | More on P6
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Lives Swept Away, Roads Cut Off

110 Dead In Jammu Floods Since Aug 14

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Relentless rains over
the past week have unleashed
death and destruction across
Jammu region, with flash
floods, landslides and cloud-
bursts claiming dozens of lives
and displacing thousands.

Multiple rescue and relief
operations are underway in
Jammu, Samba, Reasi, Doda
and Kishtwar districts, where
rivers and nallahs have swollen
beyond danger levels. Officials
said more than 12,000 people
have been evacuated to safer
locations, while connectivity
to at least 50 villages remains
snapped.

On Thursday, four more
people were swept away in
flash floods in Jammu, taking

the death toll in the region to
at least 110 since August 14.
Among the victims were an el-
derly man in Marh, a youth in
Nagrota, and two others whose
bodies were recovered from RS
Pura and Bari Brahmana.

The worst tragedy struck

on the Vaishno Devi pilgrim-
age route in Reasi district,
where a massive landslide
near Ardhkuwari buried scores
of devotees on Tuesday after-
noon. The toll from the inci-
dent has now climbed to 34
deaths, including | More on P6

Next 15 Days Crucial: Div Com

ivisional
Commissioner,
Kashmir, Anshul Garg

on Thursday reassured resi-

dents that the flood-like situ-

ation is under control, but
cautioned that the coming

fortnight will be crucial as
the monsoon season contin-
ues in the Valley.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, Div Com Anshul Garg
said, "The water levels are
receding, | More on P6

Kashmir Flood Risk Eases
As Jhelum Recedes

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The flood threat
in Kashmir eased on
Thursday, with the water
levels in the Jhelum river
and other water bodies
starting to recede as the
weather improved.

In the past 12 hours,
there has been very little
rainfall in the Kashmir
Valley, officials here said.

Due to the let-up in the
rain, the Jhelum dropped
below the flood alert

G0

SCATTERED RAIN
WITH POSSIBLE HEAVY
SHOWERS predicted

in Jammu from Aug 30

to Sept 1; brief rain/
thundershowers at a few
places from Sept 2 to 6."

level at Sangam in south
Kashmir's Anantnag dis-
trict, they | More on P6

CM: People Can’t Live in Yearly Flood Fear
Says Will Sit with Officers to Review Post-2014 Flood Measures

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Thursday said his
government would seek an-
swers from the administration
to understand what flood mit-
igation measures were taken
in Jammu and Kashmir after
the 2014 deluge.

His remarks came after flash
floods triggered by incessant
rains wreaked havoc in Jammu
and caused water bodies, in-
cluding the Jhelum river, in
Kashmir to swell.

“There were heavy rains
in both Jammu as well as in
Kashmir. God saved us. Had
the rainfall continued for a day
or more, we would have faced
immense difficulties. But the
water has started receding.

It recedes faster in Jammu
and takes some time here in
Kashmir.

“We are out of danger, but
I will have to sit with the offi-
cers and understand what we
have done after 2014,” Omar
told reporters here.

He said just two days of rain

brought Kashmir to the brink
of floods.

“What will happen if it
rains for four days? We will
face a situation like 2014. We
had then (2014) endured it
(rainfall) for seven days and
drowned on the eighth day.
But now, we | More on P6

Waular Manag
Gets Govt Nod

To Submit Affidavit In HC On Steps Taken
To Prevent Garbage Dumping In Lake Area

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir government has
informed the High Court
of J&K and Ladakh that
Integrated Management
Plan Wular lake has been
approved by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

The government also said
that it will submit a “spe-
cific affidavit” detailing the
measures taken to prevent
the dumping of garbage
from nearby villages into
the Wular Lake area.

The submissions were

ement Plan

made by Mohsin Qadiri,
senior Additional Advocate
General, before a division
bench of Chief Justice Arun
Palli and Justice Rajnesh
Oswal during the hearing of
a Public Interest Litigation.
The statement followed
submissions by Nadeem
Qadri, Amicus Curiae that
there are about 33 villages
around Wular Lake and the
authorities have apparently
failed to take any steps to
ensure that no garbage
from the adjacent villages
is dumped in the Lake area.
So much so, Rs. 200 crores
were provided | More on P6

Assembly
Pannel Meetings
Suspended

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly
on Thursday suspended all
its committee meetings till
September 5 in view of the in-
clement weather.

Jammu and Kashmir has been
pounded by heavy rain for days,
triggering flash floods and land-
slides at several places.

In an official communique,
the Assembly Secretariat said
that all meetings of House
Committees, including Financial
Committees and other commit-
tees, stand postponed or can-
celled in light of the adverse
weather conditions.

Since the administration is
fully engaged in tackling the
emergent situation, it has been
decided to defer all scheduled
meetings till September 5, the
secretariat said.

After Airtel, Jio
Rolls Out Relief

Agencies

Srinagar: Reliance Jio Infocomm
Limited, which operates Jio, an-
nounced relief initiatives for its
customers impacted by severe
weather conditions and flood-
ing in Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, and Himachal Pradesh.

A company spokesperson
said Jio continues to provide
critical connectivity in most of
these areas, in the face of these
adverse conditions.

“Jlio recognizes the vital role of
reliable connectivity in enabling
access to emergency services,
family communication, and
critical updates,” the spokesper-
son said in a statement.

To ensure uninterrupted digi-
tal access during this period, Jio
Prepaid Mobile and JioHome
subscribers ~ with  expiring
plans this week will be granted
an automatic 3-day validity
extension.

Mobile users will get unlim-
ited voice calling and 2GB of
high-speed data per day, at no
additional cost or recharge re-
quirement, and JioHome users
will get 3 additional days’ ben-
efit of their last valid plan at no
additional | More on P6

Thousands offer Khoja Digar at Nagshband Sahib (R.A) Shrine in Srlnagar KO photo by Abid Bhat

Pahalgam Attack

Terrorists Chose Meadow
for Tourist Isolation: NIA

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Terrorists chose the
picturesque Baisaran meadow
as the target for the dastardly
attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam due to its high tour-
ists presence and relative isola-
tion, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) said on Thursday.

"Three terrorists" were di-
rectly involved in the brutal
terror attack in which 26 peo-
ple were Kkilled in cold blood on
April 22, NIA officials said.

The target was also cho-
sen considering the "response
time" from the security agen-
cies, said a spokesman for the
NIA, which is probing the case.

The terrorists chose Baisaran
as the target due to its "high
tourist presence”, "relative iso-
lation" and after considering
that the "response (from the

Srinagar Among Least Safe Cities For Women: NARI 2025 Report

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Srinagar has fig-
ured among the country’s
least safe cities for women in
the National Annual Report
& Index on Women's Safety
(NARI) 2025, released on
Thursday.

The nationwide index based
on a survey of 12,770 women
across 31 cities, rplaced the
national safety score at 65
per cent, categorising cities
as "much above", "above",
"below” or "much below"
this benchmark. The report
raked  Srinagar  alongside
Patna, Jaipur, Faridabad, Delhi,

Kolkata and Ranchi at the bot-
tom of the nationwide safety
index.

Kohima and other top-
ranked cities were associ-
ated with stronger gender
equity, civic participation,
policing and women-friendly
infrastructure.

At the other end of the spec-
trum, cities like Srinagar, Delhi
and Jaipur fared poorly due to
weak institutional responsive-
ness, patriarchal norms and
gaps in urban infrastructure.

"Kohima, Visakhapatnam,
Bhubaneswar, Aizawl,
Gangtok, Itanagar, Mumbai

lead national safety rankings,

often correlating with higher
gender equity, infrastructure,
policing, or civic participation
while Ranchi, Srinagar, Kolkata,

Delhi, Faridabad, Patna, and
Jaipur scored lowest, correlat-
ing with poorer infrastructure,
patriarchal norms, or weaker

institutional responsiveness,"
the report said.

Overall, six in ten women
surveyed felt "safe" in their city,
but 40 per cent still considered
themselves "not so safe" or
"unsafe." The study revealed
sharp drops in perceptions of
safety at night, particularly
in public transport and rec-
reational spaces. Educational
institutions (86 percent safe)
especially in daylight, but safe-
ty perceptions fall sharply at
night or off-campus.

About 91 per cent of women
reported safety, yet about half
were unclear if their work-
place had a POSH (Prevention

security agencies) would take
time", he said.

In the targeted attack, terror-
ists killed male tourists milling
around eateries, taking pony
rides or just picnicking with
their families, including young
children and parents, in the
meadow near Pahalgam touted
as 'Mini Switzerland' for its se-
rene beauty.

The NIA in June arrested two
men for | More on P6

of Sexual Harassment) policy;
those with such policies gener-
ally rated them as effective.
Only one-fourth of women
said they trusted authorities
to act effectively on safety
complaints. While 69 per cent
said current safety efforts were
somewhat adequate, over 30
per cent noted significant gaps
or failures; only 65 per cent
perceived real improvement
over the years 2023-2024.
Seven per cent of women
said they experienced harass-
ment in public spaces in 2024,
with the figure doubling to 14
per cent among those under 24.
Neighbourhoods (38 per

cent) and public transport
(29 per cent) were most of-
ten flagged as harassment
hotspots. Yet, only one in three
victims came forward to report
the incidents.

The report stressed that of-
ficial crime data alone cannot
reflect women's lived reality.

"Two out of three women do
not report harassment, mean-
ing NCRB misses the bulk of in-
cidents," the study said, calling
for integration of crime data
with perception-based surveys
like NARI.

Launching the  report,
National =~ Commission  for
Women | More on P6
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'"Turbulence Affecting Air Travel To Increase Under Continued Global Warming'

Press Trust Of India

he atmosphere at altitudes where
aircraft typically fly could become
more turbulent under a continued
warming of the planet, making the
air less stable and increasing the risk of tur-
bulence, a new study has found.
Researchers from the UK's University of
Reading built on findings from their previ-
ous study that found severe air turbulence
has increased by 55 per cent from 17.7 hours
in 1979 to 27.4 hours in 2020.
A stronger wind shear is created in jet
streams -- which are fast-moving air cur-

rents flowing around the planet at high al-
titude -- due to conditions driven by climate
change.

The new study, published in the Journal of
the Atmospheric Sciences, projected that
wind shear could increase by 16-27 per cent
and the atmosphere become 10-20 per cent
less stable during 2015-2100. Both northern
and southern hemispheres are expected to
be affected.

"Increased wind shear and reduced sta-
bility work together to create favourable
conditions for clear-air turbulence -- the
invisible, sudden jolts that can shake air-
craft without warning. Unlike turbulence

caused by storms, clear-air turbulence
cannot be seen on radar, making it difficult
for pilots to avoid," lead author Joana Me-
deiros, a PhD researcher at the University
of Reading, said.

The team used 26 global climate models to
study how warming temperatures, driven
by climate change, affect jet streams at typi-
cal aircraft cruising altitudes (around 35,000
feet or 10 kilometres).

Both moderate and high-emission scenarios
were analysed, with the worst effects pro-
jected for the highest levels of greenhouse
gas emissions.

The findings "suggest more favourable con-

ditions for the generation of Clear-Air Tur-
bulence (CAT), posing critical challenges for
aviation safety and operations in a warming
climate".

"Recent years have seen severe turbulence
incidents causing serious injuries and, in
some tragic cases, fatalities. Pilots may
need to keep seatbelt signs on longer and
suspend cabin service more often dur-
ing flights, but airlines will also need new
technology to spot turbulence before it
hits, protecting passengers as skies become
more chaotic,” co-author Paul Williams,
professor of atmospheric science at the
University of Reading, said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Anisa Parvez Moon D/o Gh Hassan Moon W/o Parvez Ahmad
R/o0 Rawalpora Canal Avenue Lane. B Rawalpora Srinagar have
lost my passport in Rawalpora Srinagar on 25th August 2025
under Serial No. of passport U513941dated of issue 30-10-1995.
lamapplying for New passport If any body having any objection
In this regard he/she may contact passport office Srinagar
within days after that no objection shall be entertained.

inf

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER KASHMIR

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to
the License No.JK-0120230006835

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Aijaz Ahmad Baba, son of Mohmmad Syed Baba, resident of
Hanfia Colony, Arampora Sopore, do hereby inform the general
public that the name of my minor son has been recorded as Peer
Sauleh Aijaz Baba in the Date of Birth Certificate issued by the
Municipal Council Sopore.

Now, | have changed his name from Peer Sauleh Aijaz Baba to
Peer Sauleh Ibni Aijaz. | shall henceforth apply for issuance of a
fresh Date of Birth Certificate in his new name.

If anyone has any objection to this change of name, he/she
may kindly file the same in the office of the Executive Officer,
Municipal Council Sopore within 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER No.06 of 2025Dated 25-08-2025.

Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama, on behalf of J.K State Rural Road Development Authority invites online itemrate tenders
on e-procurement portalfrom reputed Consultants/Consultancy Firms/Companies/Individual person for providing consultancy ser-
vices for preparation of DPRs for one or more Bridges of rural roads to be constructed under Pradhan Mantri Gram SadakYojana in J&K
UT as per details shown in the table given below: -

S. |District

. Block [Name of work
No

Total No of Document
Bridges  |Fee (Ru-
pees)

App.Span
(Mts) Money

(Lacs)

Earnest

Period of

Tender
Call

1 |Pulwama |Aripal

Pulwama.,

Engagement of consultancy services for
preparation of DPR of1x70m Span Bridge on
Tral-Narastan Road from Km 5th RD 200 to
Bangidar-Dragud-Gutroo-GB Road (Pack-
age No. JK10-4004) PMGSY Sub Division

70mt 02 6000.00 |0.60

Pulwama |Aripal

Engagement of consultancy services for

preparation of DPR of 1x30m Span Bridge on
L073-Jawhaipora Laam to Zazbal Road from
Km 1st RD 320m to Soine (Package No. JK10-

30 mt

4 Months

Ist

issued in favour of SALMA GULNAZ Husband PARVEZ AHMAD
SOFI

Whereas an application has been recieved by one SALMA
GULNAZ Husband PARVEZ AHMAD SOFI wherein he claimed
that the Name has been wrongly recorded in the records of
Driving Licenses as SALMA PARVEZ Father PARVEZ AHMAD
Which needs to be changed as SALMA GULNAZ Husband
PARVEZ AHMAD SOFI.

Now therefore it is notified for the information
of the general public that objections if any in this regard shal
reach in written in the office of the Assistant Regional Trans-
port office Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of
stipulated time no objection will be entertained.

Regional Transport officer

mch Kashmir Srinagar

4003) PMGSY Sub- Division Pulwama,

Schedules of Dates

Date of publishing of NIT

25-08-2025 6:00PM

Document download/Sale start date

26-08-2025 10:30AM

Pre-Bid Meeting

26-08-2025 11:00 AM

Bid Submission Start Date

26-08-2025 10:30 AM

Bid Submission closing Date

15-09-2025 4:30PM

Date and Time of Bid opening (Technical)

16-09-2025 11:00 AM

NoUmEPRwN—

Date and Time of Bid opening (Financial)

To be notified after technical evaluation

CostofTender Form: Rs.6000/- (Rupees Six Thousand Only) to be deposited in the shape oftreasury challan in favour of Executive

Engineer, PMGSY (JKRRDA) Division Pulwama.

Earnest Money Deposit/ Bid Security: At the time of Allotment L1 must provide Hard Copy of Earnest Money/Bid Security in the shape
of CDR/FDR/BG valid upto 18/06/2026 pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama,
Any deviation in the specified amount the bid shall be rejected out rightly. The Earnest money will be released to the successful bidder

only after providing of Performance Security by the 1st Lowest bidder.

Performance Security: -5% of Quoted amount, out of which

2.5% via FDR/BG/CDR from Scheduled Bank (valid for 1imonths 25 days, pledged to
Executive Engineer PMGSY Pulwama).Remaining 2.5% deducted from each invoice
and released with final payment. Performance security is forfeitable in case of unsatisfactory

performance or delays.
No:- EE/PMGSY/Pul/2354-61
DIPK-5594/25 Dated :-28/08/2025

Sd/=
Executive Engineer
PMGSY (JKRRDA) Division Pulwama

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to
the License No.JK-0420120017610

issued in favour of JAVID AHMAD WANI Parentage GULAM
MOHMMAD WANI
Whereas an application has been recieved by one JAVID AH-
MAD WANI Parentage GULAM MOHMMAD WANI wherein he
claimed that the Fathers Name has been wrongly recorded in
the records of Driving Licenses as GH MOHD WANI Which needs
to be changed as GULAM MOHMMAD WANI.

Now therefore it is notified for the information
of the general public that objections if any in this regard shal
reach in written in the office of the Assistant Regional Trans-
port office Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of
stipulated time no objection will be entertained.

Assistant Regional Transport officer

mcb Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

The name of my ward has been wrongly written in his adhaar
card as Abdul Aleem while his correct name is Fazal Illahi which
needd to be corrected. if anybody has any objection in this re-
gard he/she may file them in the concerned Adhaar centre Jam-
mu/Srinagar within seven days from the date of publication of
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertaine.d

Mushtag Ahmad Dar
F/o Fazal lllahi
R/0 Turka Wangam Tehsil Chitragam Distt Shopian

fko

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..
PUBLIC NOTICE.

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Zahid Ahmad Shah D.o.B 11/08/2021 and Ya-
sir Ahmad Shah D.0.B 27/04/2018 Ss/o Mohd Shafi Shah R/o
Trikolbal Hanjiwera.in this connection if any body having objec-
tion for issuance of said certificate he may contact to this office
within 04 days after that no objection shall be entertained.

SD

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

The Jammu And Kashmir
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

| have passed/appeared in Secondary

School Examination (Class- 10th)under

Roll No:. 139032013 Session: 2024-25 Year

2025 through the Jammu and Kashmir

Board of School Education. Due to the

error committed by the concerned School/

Board/parent against my Mother's Name as Rafiga bano
instead of Hameeda Bano

Now, | have applied for correction/rectification of error in
the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New
Campus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in
this regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant
Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to
the License No.JK-0420100007473

issued in favour of EQRQR LATEEF Parentage MOHD LATEEF
Whereas an application has been recieved by one EQRQR LA-
TEEF Parentage MOHD LATEEF wherein he claimed that the
Name has been wrongly recorded in the records of Driving
Licenses as EQRAR LATIEF SHAH PARENTAGE MOHAMMAD
LATIEF Which needs to be changed as EQRQR LATEEF Parent-
age MOHD LATEEF.

Now therefore it is notified for the information
of the general public that objections if any in this regard shal
reach in written in the office of the Assistant Regional Trans-
port office Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of
stipulated time no objection will be entertained.

Assistant Regional Transport officer

mch Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have changed my name from (old name) GHULAM HUSSAN
WANTOO to (New name) UNTOO GHULAM HASSAN . In future
i will be known as (new Name) UNTOO GHULAM HASSAN If
any body having any objection he/she may contact Passport
Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no objection will be

objection will be entertained. accepted.

Name: Qurat-ul-Ain UNTOO GHULAM HASSAN

Father's name: Umer Sultan Gojri R/0i2, FRIENDS ENCLAVE, AIRPORT ROAD

Mother's Name: Hmeeda Bano HUMHAMA,SRINAGAR. mch

DOB: 01-03-2008
Residence: Gogoo Check Humhama
Mobile no: 7051242367
inf

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. Application of Naseema Begum w/o Abdul Hameed
Sheer Gojree R/o pattan for issuance of legal hair certificate..
Public Notice..
ITis inform to general public that applicants husband legal hair
certificate is under process in this office in this matter report
Was sought from Patwari concerned reveals that applicants
husband namely Abdul Hameed Sheer Gojree s/o Mohd Ismail
sheer Gojree R/o Pattan died on 10/01/2025 and left fallowing
legal hairs.

Name Age [Relationship Marital
with the De- Status
ceased
NASEEMA BEGUM 55 |WIFE 'WIDOW
'SUMAIRA HAMID 5 |DAUGHTER UNMARRIED |
ZUBAIR AHMAD SHEER 24 |SON UNMARRIED
GOJREE
ADIL HAMID SHEER 22 |SON UNMARRIED
GOJREE
UMAR HAMID SHEER 21 |SON UNMARRIED
GOJREE

In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of
said certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days
after that no objection shall be entertained..

SD

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

}JCG: ]
Jrzl,-lfc ,;;f ,'—‘/Lruﬂﬂyl}),-,ilylwuj el st
P Fede i

(s SCs A
S el wios PRerPnfil Sl ds
u?c-ff',aL?TJ'-_-J*:»;’::--?W:':’;J:'-JLJ' e dnk e

it l $rme i Pty Sy So S ; ‘LJU@UM/L o
| ;jP:JI: JL74 ;J_.,w,o: QIJ:”V-:J;.,;'Mwi;f d.mw’ 80 ke szjuﬁﬁg)@:lf’
o Jurs ~ bt f};‘ui/, Ju-52 d/u:{j adtzjm:u;idff
o dearnsis s G Juas ok S “}73(5/;,‘:
dput Ju2s (2 b P L 35 - P
37 o Jr22 gt Peat| AL BT So ISl

Aijaz Ahmad Baba
S/0:Mohmmad Syed Baba
R/0: Hanfia Colony Arampora Sopore

Date: 28-08-2025 ajko

NOTICE

|, Mohammad Muzamil Zargar R/O , Jamia Masjid Srinagar,
hereby solemnly affirm that | have applied for correction in school
records regarding my children’s and wife’s name from.

Incorrect Name Correct Name Dob

RITAAJ Ritaaj Zargar 17/8/2016
Sabeel Sabeel ul Huda Zargar 19/2/2014
——————— Mohammad Akeel Zargar 09/6/2011

Mother: Shugufta to correct name(Shugufta Parveen).
If any person/quarter should have any objections, kindly inform the
school authority Green Valley Educational Institute within 7 days of
the publication of this notice. After that no objection will be
entertained.

Mob: 7006775709

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in my Adhar card
bearing No 522404084902 the name is entered as MUGLEE
BANO W/0 JAVEED AHMAD KUMAR while my actual name is
MAROOFA BANO W/0 JAVAID AHMAD KUMAR. Now i want its
correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection may
contact Concern department with in a period of seven days. No
objection shall be entertained after that.

MAROOFA BANO
W/0 JAVAID AHMAD KUMAR
R/0 JAWALAPORA BUDGAM.

mcb
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CM Reviews Preparations For
Eid-e-Milad-Un-Nabi (P8UH)

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Thurs-
day chaired a high-level
meeting at Hazratbal Shrine
to review the arrangements
being put in place for the
forthcoming Eid-e-Milad-
un-Nabi (PBUH) being
celebrated during Rabi al-
Awwal, the third month of
Islamic lunar calendar.
Describing the occa-
sion as one of the most im-
portant events in the Mus-
lim religious calendar, the
Chief Minister stressed the

sures safety, comfort, and
it should be available easily
and frequently,” he stated.
The Chief Minister fur-
ther underscored the need
to regulate the activities of
NGOs and voluntary groups
providing food, water, and
other services. He directed
that such camps should be
set up in designated areas
to avoid congestion and ob-
struction in movement.
Omar Abdullah also
instructed all officers to en-
sure similar arrangements
at other major shrines
across Srinagar, including

need to make every pos-
sible effort to ensure the
celebrations are conducted
smoothly and devotees face
no inconvenience.
Reviewing the arrange-
ments, the Chief Minister
highlighted traffic manage-
ment and facilitation of devo-
tees as the foremost priorities.
He underlined the need
for proper parking ar-
rangements, adherence to
designated traffic routes,
provision of shuttle ser-
vices, and strict regulation
of fare charges to prevent
overcharging of devotees.
“People must not face any
inconvenience in reaching
the holy Hazratbal shrine.
Transport should be man-
aged in a manner that en-

Aasar-i-Sharief Hazratbal,
Jenab Sahib Soura, Aasar-
i-Sharief Kalashpora, and
other prominent religious
locations, so that uniform
facilities and safety mea-
sures are available to devo-
tees everywhere.

The Chief Minister also
stressed on making ad-
equate availability of safe
and clean drinking water
which must be ensured
throughout the religious
occasion, along with suffi-
cient deployment of public
transport. He also directed
the Food Safety Department
to carry out regular checks
to maintain quality and hy-
giene of food items being
distributed and sold during
the occasion.

Houseboat Owners
Demand Rehabilitation

Agencies

Srinagar: With the Jhelum
River swelling after days of
heavy rains, houseboat and
boat owners in Srinagar have
renewed their long-standing
demand for rehabilitation,
warning that their floating
homes are once again on the
brink of disaster.

Many boatmen say the
situation is reminiscent of the
2014 floods that submerged
large parts of Srinagar and de-
stroyed dozens of boats.

“We cannot live in fear
every monsoon. The gov-
ernment promised us reha-
bilitation, but only paper-
work has been completed,”
one of the houseboat own-
ers said.

He said whenever it
rains, they are on the brink
and struggling to evacuate
water from their houseboats.

Kashmir House-
boat Owners Association
(HBOA), Manzoor Paktoon,
speaking to KNO, said the
paperwork and formalities
have been finalised and only
pending is land allotment.

"We request the author-
ities to step in and act fast.
The CM Omar Abdullah-led
administration must look
into it,” he said.

Boat owners living near
the Bund and Chinar Bagh
said they have already
started evacuating boats
to safer banks. “Every
hour, we adjust ropes and
check water levels. A small
breach can sink us within
minutes,” said Ali Moham-
mad, a houseboat dweller
from Bund Lal Chowk, Sri-
nagar. "The memories of
2014 are still fresh, and we
do not want to face the same
tragedy again."

Other members of the
houseboat community said
their rehabilitation is-
sue has been pending for
years despite repeated as-
surances. “We completed
all the documentation. We
even had several meetings
with officials, but nothing
moved beyond files. We
appeal to the government
to act now, before another
flood devastates us,” said a

Water Level In
Jhelum Receding:
Chief Engineer
I&FC

Agencies

rinagar: The water level
in River Jhelum has
started receding, bring-

ing much-needed relief
to Kashmir after days of inces-
sant rainfall, the Irrigation and
Flood Control (I&FC) Depart-
ment said on Thursday.

Chief  Engineer, I&FC
Kashmir, Er Showkat Hussain
said that the water level has
dropped by more than seven
feet at Sangam and by over 1.5
feet at Ram Munshi Bagh.

“Our embankments are
strong, the manpower is fully
alert, and all 14 established
flood zonal committees are
closely monitoring the situa-
tion. There is no need for panic
as of now,” he said, adding that
the department is maintaining
a strict watch.

It is worth mentioning
that Er Hussain was appointed
as in-charge Chief Engineer
I&FC Kashmir on Wednesday,
filling a key post that had been
vacant since March this year
following the retirement of
Braham Jyoti Sharma. (KNO)

member of the community.

The demand is not new.
In the past, successive gov-
ernments proposed the
relocation of houseboats
from Jhelum and Dal Lake
to safer colonies due to ris-
ing pollution and frequent
floods. However, delays and
the lack of financial sup-
port have left the heritage
in decline.

From nearly 750 house-
boats floating over rivers of
the Kashmir Valley, many
of them are on the Jhe-
lum and at Chinar Park—
Tsooni Koul, with those too
in poor condition.

Recalling the shift, Rafiq
Ahmad, another boatman
from Chinar Bagh, Tsooni
Koul, said, “In our childhood,
floods brought logs and tim-
ber. Today, only plastic and
garbage flow in the river.
This decline shows how our
rivers and livelihoods have
been neglected.” (KNO)
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Thousands Offer ‘Khoja Digar’
At Naqshband Sahib Shrine

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A wave of devotion
swept through Shehr-e-Khaas on
Thursday afternoon as thousands
of devotees converged at the re-
vered Hazrat Nagshband Sahib
(RA) Shrine in Nowhatta to par-
ticipate in the annual ‘Khoja Di-
gar’ prayer.

From the narrow lanes lead-
ing to the shrine to the main
chowk, men, women, and chil-
dren from across the Valley trans-
formed Downtown Srinagar into
a sea of faith. Devotees spread
prayer mats across every avail-
able space and waited patiently to
join the centuries-old ritual that
has been a hallmark of spiritual
life in Kashmir.

The massive congregation
saw mothers tightly holding the
hands of their children amid the

crowds, while journalists and
photographers climbed vehicles
and rooftops to capture the sheer
scale of the gathering.

For worshippers, the occasion
was not only a religious duty but
a deeply personal experience. Gh-
ulam Ahmad, a resident of Srinagar
who has been attending the prayer
for decades, said, “For me, this
place is so peaceful that my heart
relaxes when I offer prayer here, es-
pecially during Khoja Digar.”

Elderly devotee Gulzar Ah-
mad from Budgam recalled how
the practice has been passed down
generations. “My mother brought
me here as a child, and now I
bring my grandchildren. This
prayer has guided us through
life’s toughest moments. Today, I
prayed for the health of my family
and peace in our valley,” he said.

Local residents extended hos-

pitality to the visitors by offering
food and refreshments. Mukhtar
Ahmad of Nowhatta said, “On the
occasion of Khoja Digar, we pre-
pare food and tea for devotees to ex-
press our love for the shrine. Our
doors remain open for everyone.”

Authorities had made special
arrangements to ensure smooth
conduct of the gathering.

The Hazrat Nagshband Sahib
shrine carries immense historical
and spiritual significance. Follow-
ing the death of Khawja Khawand
Mahmood in 1640 in Lahore, his
son Khawaja Moin-Ud-Din Nagsh-
bandi came to Kashmir to oversee
the shrine. He passed away in 1674
and was laid to rest at the site. His-
torical accounts also state that the
holy relic of Prophet Muhammad’s
(PBUH) hair was first kept at this
shrine in 1699 before being shifted
to Hazratbal. (with KNO inputs)

Late Aga Syed Muhammad Mousvi
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On Thursday, 28th August 2025, the family, followers, and admirers of Late Aga Syed Muhammad Mousvi, son
of Late Zakir Syed Ali Musavi, observed his Chehlum (40th day of passing) with prayers and remembrance.

Known for his deep spirituality, humility, and service to humanity, Aga Syed Muhammad Mousvi was a source
of solace for countless people. His sincere guidance and spiritual remedies, including the taweez he prepared,
brought comfort and healing to many. His life reflected faith, compassion, and devotion to the well-being of

others.

His passing has left a profound void. His followers feel orphaned without his guidance, and his family mourns
the loss of his warmth and wisdom. His beloved sons, Syed Yasoob Musavi and Syed Ali Musavi, bear the heavi-
est grief, remembering him not only as a father but also as a teacher and protector.

On his Chehlum, we are reminded of life’s impermanence and the eternal value of righteous deeds. His memory
endures in the prayers of his followers, in the respect of his relatives, and in the love of his children.

May Allah elevate his soul, grant him a high place among the righteous, and give strength to his family to carry

forward his noble legacy.

REMEMBERING

Syed Ali Mousvi

B

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Jh

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Closed )
Mughal Road - (Open )
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

»*

HLURI
CALENDAR

04 Rabi-

14

PRAYERS

FAJR 4:34

ZUHR  12:32

ASR 5:12

Ul-Awwal | Magrib  7:05
47 ISHA 8:29

This Day In History

708 - Copper coins are minted in Japan for the first
time (Traditional Japanese date: August 10,708).

1988 -
Polyakav,
1990 -
beat Iraq

USSR launches 3 cosmonauts (Valery
1Afghan) to station Mir.

Saddam Hussein declares America can't

1991 - USSR suspends Communist Party activities
1995 - NATO launches Operation Deliberate Force
against Bosnian Serb forces.

1997 - At

least 98 villagers are killed by the GIA in

the Rais massacre, Algeria.
2003 - Ayatollah Sayed Mohammed Bagir al-Hakim,

the Shia
a bombin,

Muslim leader in Iraq, is assassinated in
g, along with nearly 100 worshippers as

they leave a mosque in Najaf.

Usher
2004 -
Greece

28th Olympic Games closes at Athens,

2004 - Athens Olympic marathon is run on same

route as 1

896 Games, start at site of the Battle of

Marathon to the Panathenaic Stadium in Athens:
Stefano Baldini of Italy wins men's gold in 2:10:55

2004 - Future undisputed world light heavyweight
boxing champion Andre Ward of the US wins

the light
Olympics
on points
Panhandl

heavyweight gold medal at the Athens
beating Magomed Aripgadjiev of Belarus

e. Kills more than 1,836, causes over $115

billion in damage.

From KO Archives

Congress Unlikely To
Extend Mufti's Tenure

Observer News Service

EW DELHI - As the date draws nearer for
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed to hand over the baton
to a leader from alliance partner Congress,
the party today sought to put an end to all speculation
by indicating that the PDP leader would not be asked

to continue.
Virtually

putting at rest speculation that Con-

gress might not be willing to take over the reins of the
government after three years in November as per an
agreement between the two coalition partners, a se-
nior leader said the party would suffer if did it.

“It will not go down well in the party," the leader
close to J&K affairs said when asked whether the Con-
gress would let Sayeed continue for remaining three
years of six year term as has been suggested by some

reports.

When the two parties forged post-poll alliance to
form government in November 2002, they had agreed
that one party would lead the coalition for three years
and the other for rest of the term.

Congress, with 20 MLAs in the 87-member As-
sembly, had then allowed junior partner PDP, with
17 MLAs, to lead the alliance in the first phase. The

Deputy Chief

Minister was from Congress for the first

three years and from PDP for the remaining tenure.

Although some sections in the Congress are be-
lieved to be inclined to allow Sayeed to continue, the
state unit of the Congress strongly disfavours any re-
unification move.

The state
portunity for

unit feels it was the much-awaited op-
the Congress to have its own Chief Min-

ister and it should not be allowed to fizzle away.

On the

question of whether the Congress had

an appropriate leader to become Chief Minister, the
party leader said there would be no problem on this
count. The Congress leader, however dismissed pos-
sibility of Mohammad Shafi Qureshi or Saifuddin Soz
be given the charge as had been reported in some sec-
tions of media.

The disadvantage with Soz's candidature is that
he has joined the Congress only three years back af-
ter being expelled from National Conference. Qureshi

also has been

out of the party for a long time.
(Kashmir Observer, August 29, 2005)
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BNe KOVIEW |
Kashmir’s Silent
Epidemic

he growing number of suicides, addiction, and trauma

among Kashmiri youth is not just a public-health sta-

tistic, it is a crisis that cries for the government’s and

the civil society’s attention. At a Srinagar conference on
Monday, psychiatrist Mushtaq Margoob, who has spent three
decades listening to the valley’s pain, reminded his audience
that trauma does not go away easily. It deeply affects young
minds, leading them toward depression, delinquency, and post-
traumatic stress.

The numbers alone are chilling. A Médecins Sans Frontiéres
survey found that one in five Kashmiris suffers from a psychi-
atric disorder. Suicide rates, once negligible, have climbed from
half a case per 100,000 before the 1990s to 13 by 2020. By 2022, 600
people took their own lives across Jammu and Kashmir, 375 in
the valley alone, with experts admitting that many cases go un-
reported. However, behind each figure is a story, a household
left in perpetual grief and in many cases deprived of a lone
breadwinner.

From Chennai, psychiatrist Lakshmi Vijayakumar offered
a sobering national context: India recorded 170,000 suicides in
2022, surpassing China. “Suicide is not instinct,” she said. “It is
learned. And what is learned can be unlearned if the signals are
seen in time.” As she rightly pointed out, this epidemic is pre-
ventable if society develops the will and the systems to act early.

What Kashmir faces today is not merely a medical problem
of serotonin or dopamine. It is the human cost of prolonged tur-
moil, where nearly half of the valley’s children have witnessed
violence firsthand, and nine out of ten adults live with sup-
pressed anger and anxiety. As a result, many have taken to ad-
diction, as the rising numbers of drug abuse in the Valley over
the past decade would have us believe.

On s positive note, youth are showing resilience.Margoob
spoke of children healing through poetry, theatre, prayer, and
family. What is required now is not just more psychiatrists,
but an entire ecosystem of care: school counselors trained to
read distress signals, community programs that make mental
health as routine as physical check-ups, and de-stigmatisation
campaigns to bring this crisis out of the shadows. Policymak-
ers must fund treatment and prevention with the urgency they
reserve for disease outbreaks.

The valley cannot afford to lose another generation, this
time to depression. Trauma may leave scars, as Margoob said,
but scars are not the end of the story. With timely interven-
tion, they can be addressed. Kashmir’s young people deserve
nothing less.

| CASH COURSE

Read This Before You Buy Auglhing

Think Like Investors

Land made fortunes in the
past, but the future calls for
smarter, diversified choices.

Irshad Mushtaq

or decades, land was Kashmir’s favourite investment. A

family that bought a plot worth 2 lakh in the early 1990s

could see it valued at nearly 2.5 crore today. That is a

125-fold rise, or roughly 17 percent compounded growth
every year. Such appreciation turned ordinary households into
sudden landlords of wealth.

Yet the same story is unlikely to repeat. The forces that
pushed land to such heights, like urban sprawl, population pres-
sure, and limited supply, cannot be counted on forever. If people
here want to secure their future, they will need to look beyond
soil and stone.

Globally, wealth distribution tells its own tale. Around 95
percent of people work for salaries or run small shops, but to-
gether they hold only 5 percent of total wealth. The remaining 95
percent is concentrated in the hands of those who invest or own
businesses. The lesson is clear: in Kashmir too, financial security
will come from thinking like investors, not merely earners.

Where can one begin? Stocks and exchange-traded funds
promise high growth, though with volatility. Mutual funds allow
beginners to pool money under professional management. Gold,
a traditional Kashmiri favourite, can shield against inflation.
Real estate may still hold long-term value, though without the
dramatic surges of the past. For the risk-averse, fixed deposits
provide stability, even if returns are modest.

The most powerful habit is consistency. Regular investing,
through systematic investment plans, for example, lets small
sums grow steadily, compounding into wealth that keeps pace
with rising costs of living.

The future of Kashmiri households will depend less on in-
herited orchards and more on learned financial discipline. With
the right choices, even modest earners can join the minority who
build lasting wealth.

The author is a Srinagar-based reputed financial advisor.

essons Still Under Water

When rivers reclaim their paths, they drown arrogance and short-term
gain, reminding us nature always remembers its original course.

Mohammad Amin Mir

watched the Jhelum rise that night in
Anantnag, swollen and merciless.
Streets I had walked dozens of times
vanished beneath brown water, and the
familiar rhythm of life was replaced by the
anxious drumming of rain.

Families clung to rooftops, farmers
stared helplessly at fields submerged in wa-
ter, and old embankments crumbled under
the river’s weight.

The Tawi in Jammu, once a gentle, sun-
kissed stream, had turned into a torrent,
sweeping away homes and shops built where
they should never have stood.

Floods do not arrive out of nowhere. They
are a warning, written in water.

Risingriver levels, heavier rains, narrow-
ing channels, and weakened embankments
signal the trouble ahead. Yet every time,
when the waters rise, we react with shock.

The devastation is a mirror reflecting
decades of human neglect, greed, and short-
sighted planning.

We have treated rivers like land to be
claimed, not life to be preserved. Houses,
shops, and colonies now occupy floodplains
and riverbeds, while wetlands have been con-
verted to concrete jungles.

The rivers of Jammu and Kashmir have
responded as rivers do: by reclaiming their
ancient space.

The Tawi tore through illegal settlements
as if they never existed, and the Jhelum re-
minded Srinagar and Anantnag that history
cannot be erased with bricks and mortar.

These two rivers are lifelines of the
region. They irrigate fields, provide drink-
ing water, sustain ecosystems, support
livelihoods, and carry the weight of centu-
ries of culture.

The Jhelum, once called a river of para-
dise by the Mughals, now meanders through
narrowed, encroached stretches of Srinagar,
its flood channels blocked and wetlands filled.
Tawi, the Suryaputri of Jammu, is squeezed
by unauthorized structures along its banks.

These rivers endure our interference pa-
tiently until they cannot.

Rivers remember their paths. We may
believe we have tamed them for decades, but
extreme rainfall will remind us who truly
controls the landscape.

9

Whenrivers
reclaim their space,
they remind us of
human arrogance
and neglect.
Encroach them, and
they can destroy.
Respect them, and
they protect us.

Encroachment is a collective failure. It
begins with individuals seeking cheap land
or commercial gain, continues through po-
litical patronage that excuses or regularizes
violations, and is reinforced by administra-
tive inaction.

Every ignored report, delayed notice, and
selective eviction fuels the cycle.

Society as a whole pretends the problem
does not exist, celebrating short-term devel-
opment while ignoring long-term risk. When
floods arrive, the first victims are those who
built where they should not have.

The consequences are visible: nar-
rowed riverbeds, weakened embankments,
blocked channels, and the devastating
floods that follow.

Floods are more than water. They are
lives upended. Families lost homes on the
Tawi, farmers watched crops drown in

Jhelum’s overflowing fields, and urban ar-
eas faced traffic paralysis, power outages,
and water contamination. Hospitals were
overwhelmed with injuries and water-
borne diseases.

Each loss tells the same story: gains from
encroachment are temporary, the losses
when nature strikes are permanent.

The 2014 floods in Srinagar should have
taught us this lesson.

Hokersar wetland, the flood spill chan-
nel of Jhelum, and other natural buffers
had been compromised by encroachments.
Across India, rivers like the Kosi and Gh-
aghra flood repeatedly for the same reason.
Globally, Jakarta and Bangladesh show that
strict management of riverbanks and flood-
plains saves lives.

Floods cannot be eliminated, but their
devastation can be minimized if we respect
the rivers.

The government must act decisively.
Evictions must be comprehensive, selective
enforcement cannot continue. Embankments
need rebuilding with scientific methods.
Flood channels and wetlands must be re-
stored. Transparent, digitized land records
can prevent future encroachments. Commu-
nity awareness campaigns must emphasize
that rivers are assets, not wastelands.

Citizens, too, must reflect. Every illegal
construction begins with an individual deci-
sion. We must refuse to buy or build on flood-
plains, refuse to tolerate political patronage
for encroachment, and support river conser-
vation. Volunteer, report violations, plant
trees, and think long-term.

Future solutions could include strict
floodplain zoning laws, community river
watch committees, relocation incentives for
vulnerable families, riverbank green belts,
disaster preparedness plans, and technology-
driven monitoring of riverbanks.

When rivers reclaim their space, they re-
mind us of human arrogance and neglect. En-
croach them, and they can destroy. Respect
them, and they protect us.

The choice is clear: resist rivers and face
disaster, or live with them and thrive.

The author is a legal researcher and

policy columnist who focuses on grassroots
governance, land issues, and inheritance laws
in Jammu & Kashmir.
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How Kashmir Can Rebuild Trust in Its Meat Market

fter weeks of din, distress,
and damage, Kashmir now
seeks closure to its meat
market controversy, with
proper vigilance and regulation.

It began in Zakura, where au-
thorities seized hundreds of Kkilo-
grams of packaged meat, wrapped
in polythene and cartons, unlabelled
and unhygienic. Soon after, altered
cheese was discovered in Jammu.

The news spread fast, and fear fol-
lowed. Suspicion soon entered kitch-
ens and dining halls in a place where
meat is celebration and identity.

Suddenly, familiar foods felt un-
safe. Meatballs, kababs, and even the
centerpiece dishes of wazwan lost
their appeal. Families turned to veg-

etables, restaurants suffered, and the
local butchers known for handling
fresh meat with care saw their shops
empty out. They, too, became victims
of the scandal, though they had done
nothing wrong. An old Kashmiri say-
ing puts it well: until truth prevails,
the world keeps burning.

Yet the heart of the problem is
not panic. It is the absence of proper
oversight. How did such unhygienic,
unlabelled meat make it to the mar-
kets in the first place? Why was it
not stopped earlier? These questions
demand answers. Without stronger
systems, including clear labelling,
regular checks, and transparent sup-
ply chains, the cycle will repeat.

Still, rebuilding trust cannot rest

with authorities alone. Consumers
also play a role. Trust is regained
through daily choices: buying fresh
meat from trusted butchers, asking
for proper labels, and refusing pack-
aged items that look unsafe. Vigi-
lance matters, but collective punish-
ment does not.

The way forward lies in bal-
ance. Regulators must enforce
strict standards and bring offend-
ers to justice. The public must sup-
port honest sellers instead of aban-
doning the entire trade.

And local butchers, who have
kept Kashmiri households supplied
for generations, should be given the
space to restore their reputation.

Food in Kashmir is culture,

memory, and community. The
scandal has shaken that bond, but
it need not break it. If accountabil-
ity is matched with fairness, the
valley can turn this crisis into an
opportunity.

By combining regulation with
responsible consumption, Kashmir
can rebuild confidence in its mar-
kets and keep alive the traditions
that define its kitchens.

Sincerely,

Ayaan Saroori
Columnist
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‘Kashmiri Youth Can Build Global Startups’

With thousands of resumes gathering dust, the development expert insists, the future belongs to risk-takers.

Aashiq Hussain Andrabi

ashmir’s job crisis lingers. Thou-
I(sands of graduates chase scarce

government posts while the pri-
vate sector stalls. Startups, freelanc-
ing, and green skills offer hope, but
experts warn the valley must urgently
rethink work or risk being left behind.

“Kashmir cannot afford to miss the
green revolution the way it missed the
IT boom,” says Arjimand Hussain, a
Kashmir-born international develop-
ment professional who has spent two
decades working across 17 countries.

Now based in the Middle East and
North Africa, where he leads multi-
million-dollar projects on youth em-
ployment, education reform and cli-
mate resilience, Hussain has become
a prominent voice on Kashmir’s eco-
nomic future.

He believes the valley’s biggest
challenge is not the lack of talent, but
the lack of preparedness.

“Our youth are smart, resilient and
hungry to succeed,” he says. “The
problem is that our systems, including
education, skilling, and policies, are
not aligned with the world of today.”

Hussain, who also founded Ziraat
Times, a business and agriculture
media platform, argues that young
Kashmiris need to think beyond gov-
ernment jobs and embrace entrepre-
neurship, freelancing, and startup
culture.

He points to global trends in Al,
green energy, and climate-smart
farming as areas where Kashmir could
carve out a niche if the right skills and
support systems are put in place.

“We need to mainstream freelanc-
ing as a career choice, create real data
on jobs and skills, and encourage
startups not just in IT, but in agricul-
ture, climate adaptation and services,”
Hussain explains. “This is about sur-
vival. The world is moving, and we
have to move with it.”

In an interview with Kashmir Ob-
server, Arjimand Hussain talks about
Kashmir’s job crisis, the mindset
around government employment, the
missing startup ecosystem, and what
it will take for Kashmiri youth to seize
global opportunities in a fast-chang-
ing world.

Welcome to Kashmir Observer.

Our readers, especially the younger
ones, are curious about what lies
ahead in the world of work. Al,
climate change, digital disruption
dominate discussions everywhere.
In your view, which three trends
are genuinely shaping the future of
work?

Thank you for having me. See, from
what we observe in our day-to-day
management work, the first big one is
Al-driven automation. It's redefining
traditional roles across sectors. Some
jobs are fading, but at the same time,
new ones are emerging, roles that de-
mand hybrid human-tech skills.

So Al takes some jobs away, but
creates others?

Exactly. We're already seeing it. Cer-
tain functions are disappearing, but
there are also jobs emerging in areas
that blend technical and human skills.

Okay, that’s one. What else?

The second is the green transition.
Climate commitments and carbon-
emission reduction targets are push-
ing economies towards sustainability.
This means demand for green jobs is
growing fast. And this is where Kash-
mir must pay attention.

You're saying we missed the IT
revolution and we can’t afford to
miss this one?

Absolutely. India was at the heart
of the IT revolution, but J&K largely
missed out. We cannot repeat that
mistake. The green transition will
generate huge job opportunities and
we need to be ready.

And the third trend?

The rise of decentralized and plat-
form-based work. Remote work, free-
lancing, gig opportunities have gone
mainstream. Even in Kashmir, we see
solo travellers coming here, renting
cheap accommodation, and working
remotely for months, as code writ-
ers, back-end office professionals, and
managers. They prefer cooler climates
and flexible lifestyles. This isn’t a pass-
ing fad. It’s here to stay.

Where does that leave Kashmir? Are
we ready for this transformation,

or are we going to get left behind
again?

Kashmir is at a crossroads. On the
one hand, we have tech-savvy, edu-
cated youth who are very aware. On
the other hand, our institutional
frameworks and policies are lagging.

And the pace of change globally is so
fast that even advanced economies
are struggling to adapt.

Which means if they’re struggling,
we're... limping?

You could put it that way [laughs].
Look, unless we reform education,
skilling, infrastructure, quickly, we
risk being left out. But if we act now,
Kashmir can leapfrog into new oppor-
tunity spaces, especially in Al and the
green economy.

Let’s talk about unemployment.
Youth joblessness in Kashmir is
among the highest in India. Why
does this gap persist?

The reasons are layered. First, there’s
a disconnect between education and
employment. Our institutions are still
preparing students for yesterday’s
jobs. Second, the private sector eco-
system is weak. The government re-
mains the main employer. Third, our
population is growing while resources
and opportunities are limited.

That sounds like a deadlock. Is
there any way out?

Innovation is the way. Green tran-
sition, technology, Al can unlock new
jobs. But we need a master plan. An-
nual plans won'’t cut it anymore.

Wouldn’t you say the current
education system isn’t fully
equipping students with the skills
employers need?

Absolutely. Our students are bright
and ambitious, yet the system isn't
keeping up. Curricula are outdated,
teachers get little ongoing training,
and industry exposure is minimal.
Skills like digital literacy, problem-
solving, emotional intelligence, and
entrepreneurship hardly get atten-
tion, while exams still focus mostly on
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memorization and certificates.

And the market doesn’t care for
certificates anymore, right?

Precisely. Companies are increas-
ingly hiring based on skills, not just
degrees. Our education system must
reposition itself. Even the National
Education Policy has to evolve further.
J&K can’t just rely on NEP. We need to
go beyond it.

National programs like Skill India,
NAPS - what difference have they
made here?

They've made some inroads. In-
stitutions like the Entrepreneurship
Development Institute and universi-
ties like IUST are doing well-meaning
work. But the scale is too small com-
pared to the demand.

What is working at least?
Awareness. More youth now realize
the importance of skilling. But appren-
ticeship adoption is low. Local busi-
nesses are themselves struggling, and
public sector participation is limited.

So what’s missing? Policy-wise,
what needs to change?

For starters, credible data. We're
still relying on 2001 census figures
to frame policies. That's 25 years old.
How can you plan for the future with
outdated baselines? This is the era of
evidence-based planning.

So step one, update the data?

Exactly. Then, design district-level
skill development plans aligned with
local potential. And support start-
ups with innovation and scale. Those
are the real job creators. I'm hopeful
about EDI's initiative to crowdsource
entrepreneurship ideas from young
people. If executed well, it could be
transformative.

Let’s switch gears. Climate change.
What role does the green transition
play in Kashmir’s development?

A massive one. Agriculture, horti-
culture, forests, tourism, and green
energy are our natural strengths.
Climate-smart farming, organic hor-
ticulture, sustainable tourism, decen-
tralized renewable energy, if we get
policies and skills right, they can cre-
ate thousands of jobs.

Are we doing enough to equip our
youth with green skills?

No, we're just scratching the sur-
face. Very little awareness, few for-
mal training pathways. We need to
mainstream green skills into agri-
culture universities and engineering
colleges. Universities should set up
demonstration hubs in climate-smart
farming and eco-tourism in every dis-
trict. Partnering with global platforms
could speed this up.

Which sectors hold the most
promise for jobs in the next
decade?

Opportunities lie in agri-tech,
value-added horticulture, and dairy.
Eco-tourism and experience-based
travel have potential too. Digital ser-
vices and freelancing are growing fast.
Renewable energy, energy efficiency,
healthcare, and elder care can create
jobs as demographics change.

Even crafts and design exports, if
combined with technology, can take
off. These sectors can really absorb
youth, but only if training, funding,
and infrastructure are in place.

Freelancing and remote work, do
you see that becoming sustainable
for Kashmiri youth?

Absolutely. Many already earn from
graphic design, coding, consulting,
writing. With stronger internet, digi-
tal literacy, co-working spaces, and
seamless digital payments, this will
only grow.

Are our vocational centers and
universities ready to train students
for these jobs?

Most are not future-ready. You'll
notice universities now campaigning
hard for admissions. That wasn't the
case earlier. Students don’t find many
courses relevant anymore.

What exactly is missing?

Soft skills, communication, adapt-
ability, problem-solving. We need
curriculum  modernization, faculty
exchange programs, and internships
linked to new-economy private sectors.

Partnerships are often talked about
between government, universities,
industry, but how do we actually
get them to succeed?

We must co-create ecosystems, not
isolated projects. Government should
enable, academia should be a knowl-
edge hub, industry should generate
skills and opportunities. But we must
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| emphasize
global citizenship
skills. They're
crucial in today’s
interconnected
world. Learn
them, practice
them. Create
value, explore
entrepreneurship,
leverage digital
platforms. Your
location no longer
limits you. If you've
got the right skills,
a passport, and
passion, you can
achieve anything.”

not limit ourselves to J&K. Jobs and
businesses must incubate beyond too.

To wrap up, what advice do you
have for Kashmiri youth who feel
uncertain about their careers in
today’s fast-changing world?

Well, 1 would say, this is actually
one of the most exciting times to be
young. Yes, the pace of change is in-
timidating, but opportunities are
abundant. Be curious, stay flexible,
keep learning. Don’t wait for perfect
government jobs.

I emphasize global citizenship
skills. They're crucial in today’s in-
terconnected world. Learn them,
practice them. Create value, explore
entrepreneurship, leverage digital
platforms. Your location no longer
limits you. If you've got the right
skills, a passport, and passion, you
can achieve anything.

Be optimistic, the green transition
and new technologies will create
countless jobs. Read the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s Future of Jobs report
carefully. Don’t despair. You are the
generation with the entire world in
front of you to explore and build pur-
pose in.

That’s a hopeful note to end on.
Thank you.

Thank you.

— The interviewer is a senior
[freelance journalist based in
Pulwama.

Basarat Bashir

The Vanishing 3500

When a note disappears, it leaves behind lessons about work, discipline, and life.

et I checked offered only air, a fifty-
rupee note, a few twenties.

rush pressing against my chest.
Morning light filtered through
thin curtains, falling across stacks
of files and a half-packed bag. I
slipped a 3500 note into my pocket,

Iwoke on 24 July 2025 with a

Fifteen minutes, that was all it
took for it to slip from my grasp.
Somewhere between NIT Srinagar
and the court, it had vanished. The
loss felt heavier than the sum itself.

It was more than money. That
note held the silent and soulful

careful, deliberate, like tucking a
small hope into a hidden corner. I

was already late for the High Court.
Breakfast was a luxury I could not

afford.

e

Outside, Srinagar was stirring.

Sumos rattled over potholes, street
chai steamed from small stalls,
faint prayers drifted from mosques,
shopkeepers called to customers,

and rickshaw horns buzzed.

Every note carries
a story of effort
and adjustment.

The city moved like a persistent
current. I had to swim upstream to
keep pace.

From NIT Srinagar, I caught a
Sumo to Exchange Road, paying
the driver with coins and a twen-
ty-rupee note. Crossing M.A. Road
felt like steering through a river of
people and parked cars. Every step
required attention, every glance
measured for safety.

I climbed into an electric auto
to reach Jahangir Chowk, the city
humming around me in a mix of
languages, scents, and hurried foot-
steps.

Then it happened.

As I reached into my pocket to
pay, the 500 was gone. Every pock-

7500 was small, yes,
but it represented

a week’s
compromises, a
month’s patience,

a daily negotiation
between the world
and the self.

work of early mornings and long
nights, patience tested by endless
rules, and both small and large
compromises.

Every draft no one would read,

every law I studied to justify deci-
sions no one questioned, and every
late hour when leaving would have
been easier all lived in that note.

A memory surfaced: my father,
decades ago, saying, “When you
start earning, I'll be beneath the
earth. What's the fun of spending
on you?”

[ had rolled my eyes then. Now, |
understood. Earning is never sim-
ply about salary. It is walking when
no vehicle comes, carrying files
through hallways that smell of dust
and ink, answering calls after office
hours, saying yes when your body
wants to say no.

It is surviving in a system that
asks more than it gives, measuring
victories in invisible steps.

= e : NDIA
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A government job in Srinagar
carries prestige, yet it carries con-
straints few recognize. Society
sees security, perhaps indifference,
maybe leisure. The reality is repeti-
tion, the weight of rules, and con-
stant responsibility.

Behind every desk sits someone
negotiating patience with ambi-
tion, compromise with conscience.
Each rupee is a story of resilience.
Losing one feels like losing a frag-
ment of that story.

I stood on the road, retracing
my steps in thought. The market
sounds, including the whirring of
electric rickshaws, vendors calling
prices for apples and vegetables,
students hurrying to classes, felt
distant.

My mind clung to that note, re-

truth: every rupee earned comes
with sacrifice.

Every note carries a story of effort
and adjustment. ¥500 was small,
yes, but it represented a week’s
compromises, a month’s patience,
a daily negotiation between the
world and the self.

I thought of the children in Kash-
mir receiving money from parents,
rarely seeing the effort behind it.
thought of colleagues, fellow gov-
ernment workers, earning modest
salaries with honesty and disci-
pline, battling the invisible currents
of officialdom.

[ thought of myself, a junior legal
assistant, walking streets and cor-
ridors, bridging laws and people,
stacking small victories into the

playing each moment, hoping it
might appear. Nothing worked. It
was gone. Along with it, a small
piece of mental peace slipped away.

The day felt heavier, slower,
weighed by the absence of some-
thing I had thought secure.

It might seem absurd to grieve
over ¥500. For some, it is trivial. For
me, it carried the rhythm of effort.
Patience, compromise, resilience
folded into a rectangle of paper.
Losing it was a reminder that every
rupee has a life before it reaches
your hand.

Later, [ laughed at myself, rueful,
exasperated. I cursed loose pockets,
absent-mindedness, gravity itself.
Beneath the laughter, however, was

fabric of life.

That 3500 was a fragment of that
fabric, a small safety net in an oth-
erwise demanding world.

Losing it was fleeting. Accepting
its absence was instructive. Earn-
ing it again will be proof that I can.
And there is wisdom there too: the
lessons of attention, planning, care,
and resilience.

Next time someone says, “It's
only 500,” I will smile. Only if they
knew what it took to make it.

— The author has done M.A.
Economics and LL.B from the
University of Kashmir and is
presently working as Junior
Assistant Legal at NIT Srinagar.
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States Can’t File Writ Petitions In SC Against Prez Or Guv On Bills: Centre

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Centre on
Thursday told the Supreme
Court that State Governments
cannot invoke writ jurisdic-
tion in moving the Apex Court
against the actions of the
President and the Governor in
dealing with the bills passed by
assemblies for violation of fun-
damental rights.

A five-Judge bench
Constitution bench headed by
Chief Justice BR Gavai was told
by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Centre,
that the President would like
to have an opinion of the apex
court on whether states can file
writ petition under Article 32 of
the Constitution for violation of
fundamental rights.

He said the President would
also like to have an opinion on
the scope of Article 361 of the
Constitution which says the

President, or the Governor will
not be answerable to any court
for the exercise and perfor-
mance of the powers and duties
of his office or for any act done.

Mehta told the bench also
comprising Justices Surya Kant,
Vikram Nath, PS Narasimha and
AS Chandurkar that they have
debated over these questions in
the reference but the President
is of the opinion that she would
like to have the view of the court
to know the exact legal position
as issue may arise in the future.

He submitted that Article
32 petition on behalf of the
state against the action of the
Governor and the President can-
not be filed as it is not maintain-
able, no direction can be issued
to them and thirdly the action of
the governor and the President
in dealing with the bills is not
justiciable.

“Article 32 lies when there is
violation of fundamental rights

and State Government in the
constitutional scheme does not
in itself have the fundamen-
tal right. It is a repository of

functions which is to protect
fundamental rights of its peo-
ple,” Mehta said.

The solicitor general referred

to the April 8 Tamil Nadu ver-
dict in which states were given
liberty to approach the apex
court directly in case timeline is

not adhered by the governor in
clearing the bills passed by the
assembly.

CJI Gavai said it will not say
any words with regard to the
two-judge verdict of April 8 but
the Governor would not be justi-
fied in sitting over the bill for six
months

Mehta submitted that one
constitutional organ not dis-
charging his duties, does not en-
title the court to direct another
constitutional organ.

The (]I said, “Yes. We know
what your argument is? If this
court does not decide the matter
for 10 years, would it be justi-
fied for the President to issue an
order.”

The hearing is underway.

On August 26, the top
court wondered whether the
court should sit powerless if
a Governor delays assent to
bills indefinitely and if the
constitutional functionary’s

independent power to withhold
a bill would mean that even
money bills could be blocked.

The court raised the ques-
tions after some BJP-ruled
states defended the autonomy
of Governors and President in
assenting to bills passed by a
legislature, submitting that “as-
sent to a law cannot be given by
court”. The state governments
also contended that judiciary
cannot be a pill for every disease.

The top court is hearing
the Presidential reference on
whether the court could im-
pose timelines for governors
and President to deal with bills
passed by state assemblies.

In May, President Droupadi
Murmu exercised powers un-
der Article 143(1) to know from
the top court whether judicial
orders could impose timelines
for the exercise of discretion by
the president while dealing with
bills passed by state assemblies.
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110 Dead In

14 women, while at least 20 others are un-
dergoing treatment in hospitals. Rescue teams
are still clearing debris in the area.

In other incidents triggered by the incessant
rains, four people were killed in Doda, while
the body of a BSF jawan was recovered from
Pragwal. Another unidentified body was found
in Akhnoor, and an irrigation department em-
ployee was swept away in Lakhanpur, near the
Punjab border.

The floods also paralyzed transport and
communication. Dozens of roads remain
blocked by landslides, and Northern Railways
was forced to cancel 58 trains on Wednesday.
Special trains have since been arranged to ferry
over 2,000 stranded passengers from Jammu.

Twin cloudbursts wreaked havoc in the re-
mote Margi village of Warwan in Jammu and
Kashmir’'s Kishtwar district, sweeping away
dozens of homes, farmland, and livestock.

Officials and locals said flash floods and mud-
slides triggered by the cloudbursts destroyed at
least 30 houses, washed away over 300 kanals
of irrigated land, swept away dozens of live-
stock, and damaged a bridge connecting the
village with adjoining areas. Around 60 more
homes were inundated, forcing residents to
flee to nearby hillocks for safety.

The devastation comes close on the heels of
the August 14 cloudburst in Kishtwar’s Chisoti
village, which killed at least 65 people — most
of them pilgrims en route to the Machail Mata
shrine. Over 100 were injured, and 32 remain
missing even as families await closure.

As the water level in major rivers such as the
Tawi, Chenab, Basantar, Ravi and Ujh begins to
recede, the extent of damage is only now com-
ing into view. Public infrastructure, bridges,
houses, and commercial establishments have
suffered extensive destruction, leaving author-
ities scrambling to assess losses.

With men and machinery deployed round
the clock, officials say the focus remains on res-
cuing the stranded, restoring connectivity, and
rehabilitating displaced families. But for thou-
sands across Jammu and Kishtwar, the scars of
this monsoon tragedy will run deep.

Kashmir Flood Risk

said.According to the officials, water has also
started receding in the areas that were inun-
dated on Wednesday. However, monitoring by
various departments continues and teams are
on alert.

People in Jammu as well as in Kashmir, es-
pecially those living close to water bodies, had
sleepless nights over the last two days, fearing
a 2014-like situation when the whole valley
flooded, causing extensive losses across J&K.

According to details, after receiving the
highest-ever 380 mm of rainfall in 24 hours
until yesterday morning, Jammu has shown
improvement in weather conditions, with only
5.6 mm of rainfall recorded till this morning,
and no precipitation recorded until the evening
today.

Other stations, including Srinagar, the sum-
mer capital of Jammu and Kashmir, also re-
corded no precipitation since this morning,
allowing water levels to recede and thereby
eliminating the threat of floods across the
region.

An independent weather forecaster, Faizan
Airf Keng said that the water level has receded
significantly, settling below the alert level. He
said that the water level in Jammu is near nor-
mal, adding that in Kashmir, it remains above
normal.

The water level in the Jhelum at Pampore is
still above the flood declaration mark. It was
recorded at 1587.674 m, while the flood decla-
ration mark is 1587.184 m.

Similarly, at Ram Munshi Bagh, the water
was flowing at 18.21 ft, which is 0.21 ft above
the flood declaration mark. However, the wa-
ter level has been constantly receding at both
locations.

Moreover, at other stations, including
Sangam and Asham, water levels are well be-
low the flood declaration mark, eliminating the
flood threat across the valley.

The meteorological department said the
weather in the valley has been mostly dry
during the day so far, but a brief spell of rain
is likely at a few places towards late afternoon
and late night.

A spell of light to moderate rain at scattered
to fairly widespread places with a possibility of
moderate to heavy rain or thundershowers in a
few districts of Jammu is likely from August 30
to September 1, it said.

From September 2 to 6, a brief spell of rain
or thundershowers is expected at a few places,
it added.

Next 15 Days

the levels at Sangam and Ram Munshibagh
are receding and the weather forecast is similar
for the next couple of days.”

“If there is a rain forecast, our teams will
work round the clock. I also hope we will con-
tinue to get the same cooperation from the
people which we have got so far,” he said.

Garg appealed to people to stay alert and fol-
low the advisories issued by the administration
and the meteorological department.

“People living near streams and tributaries
need to stay alert as the next 10-15 days are
important. Our district disaster management
teams will be on the ground to monitor the
situation round the clock,” he said.

“The district emergency control rooms and
the union territory-level emergency control
room will continue to work round the clock so
that people can reach out to the administra-
tion,” he added.

Garg said while these are short-term mea-
sures for the next 15-20 days till the weather
improves and the monsoon system recedes,
there is a need for taking long-term measures.

He invited suggestions from people on me-
dium and long-term measures needed to be
taken to address any such eventuality in the
coming years.

“We have directions to work on the long-
term measures as well,” he said.

The divisional commissioner lauded the de-
partments for their good work.

“We have been able to learn from the past
challenges and take measures accordingly,” he
said.

The waters reached a 10-year high at Sangam
and Ram Munshibagh, but there was no loss,
Garg said.

“This also tells you about the good restora-
tion works undertaken. There may be challeng-
es, but I assure you that they will be examined
and action will be taken,” he said.

Asked about the disruptions in mobile con-
nectivity, Garg said there was extensive dam-
age to optical fibre cables in Jammu, but teams
are working on restoration.

Hopefully, full restoration will take place in
the next few hours, he said.

Jammu-Sgr Highway

machines of the Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) are working to clear the highway of
blockades, which occurred on Tuesday follow-
ing heavy rains and flash floods, they said.

According to the traffic advisory, the
Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag highway is closed
for vehicular movement.

It said subject to fair weather and good road
condition, and after getting a green signal from
the BRO, traffic movement shall be allowed in
aregulated manner on the Srinagar-Sonamarg-
Gumri road.

LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed
from Sonamarg towards Kargil between 1130
hours and 1730 hours.

“No vehicle shall be allowed after the cut-
off timing. Security forces convoys plying from
Srinagar to Kargil and vice versa shall plan
their movement
in such a manner
so that civil traffic
is not disturbed,”
the advisory said.

According to
the advisory,
movement of
LMVs shall be al-
lowed on Mughal
Road  between
Shopian  district
of Kashmir and
Poonch  district
of Jammu re-
gion, subject to
fair weather and
good road condi-
tion, after getting
a green signal
from road main-
tenance agencies.

“LMVs and pri-
vate cars shall
be allowed from
both sides on
Mughal  Road,
i.e., from Jammu
towards Srinagar
and vice versa

0700 hours and 1800 hours,” it said.

After Airtel, Jio

cost, the spokesperson said.

Postpaid Mobile and JioHome users will re-
ceive a 3-day grace period for bill payments,
maintaining seamless service continuity with-
out any interruptions.

“Jio's on-ground engineering teams are
working diligently to enhance network resil-
ience and further strengthen infrastructure
to meet ongoing challenges. As a pioneer in
India’s digital transformation, Jio is steadfast in
its commitment to delivering world-class con-
nectivity and supporting communities through
every hurdle, aligning with the vision of a truly
connected Digital India,” the spokesperson
added.

Wular Management

in this regard but the authorities have ap-
parently failed to engage full time officials and
officers for conservation/preservation of the
Lake, he said.

“A specific affidavit in this regard shall also
be filed before the adjourned date (October 6),”
the senior AAG submitted.

Meanwhile, the government informed the
Division Bench that the Integrated Management
Plan (IMP) as regards Wular lake has been ap-
proved by the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change.

As for Surinsar and Mansar Lakes, the
Division Bench was informed that the
Integrated Management Plan is yet to be re-
ceived from the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Faced with this, Mohsin Qadiri, the Sr. AAG,
submitted that the needful shall be done with-
in a week.

With respect to Haigam and Shallbugh
WetLand, Conservation Reserve, the Division
Bench was informed that IMP is under techni-
cal appraisal by Indian Institute of Technology,
Roorkee.

Deputy Solicitor General of India, TM Shamsi,
in response submitted that he would take up
the matter with the concerned authorities and
ensure that responses by IIT Roorkee were re-
ceived within a week to enable the authorities
to process the matter.

As far as Tso kar and Tso-Morari Lakes, the
Division Bench was informed that IMP was
yet to be received from the Union Territory of
Ladakh. Shamsi submitted that necessary ap-
proval and clearance shall be accorded within
a week to avert any further delay.

“In the wake of above, for the present, we do
not consider it necessary to pass any formal or-
der,” the court said, adding, “For, as indicated
above, we are assured by learned counsel ap-
pearing for the respective parties that by ad-
journed date, specific affidavit indicating the
progress made on ground shall be submitted.”

CM: People Can’t

endured two days of rains with difficulty,”
he said.

Omar said the government needs to take
corrective measures as people cannot live in
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the fear of floods every year.

“After some days, I will sit with the offi-
cers and try to understand what we did after
2014. Where was the money spent? How much
carrying capacity of the flood channel was
increased? How much did we succeed in in-
creasing the carrying capacity by undertaking
dredging in the Jhelum?

“We have to take corrective measures wher-
ever we are lagging...,” he said.

Earlier, Omar visited the revered Hazratbal
shrine on the banks of the Dal Lake here and
reviewed the arrangements for the upcoming
Eid-Milad-Un-Nabi -- the birth anniversary of
Prophet Mohammad.

He directed several departments to make
proper arrangements for the devotees.

Terrorists Chose

harbouring the three Pakistan-based terror-
ists, who were Kkilled by the armed forces late
last month.

The arrested duo -- Parvaiz Ahmad Jothar
from Batkote and Bashir Ahmad Jothar from
Pahalgam -- disclosed the identities of the
three assailants as Pakistani nationals affiliated
to the proscribed outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

The two men provided food, shelter and lo-
gistical support to the terrorists, NIA officials
had said.

The three LeT terrorists, who were killed in
the July 28 encounter code-named Operation
Mahadev on the outskirts of Srinagar, had been
hiding in the Dachigam-Harwan forest belt
since the attack, they said.

In response to the Pahalgam attack, the
Indian armed forces on May 7 carried out pre-
cision strikes at terrorist hideouts in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) under
Operation Sindoor.

The operation targeted nine sites, including
the headquarters and training centres of LeT
and Jaish-e-Mohammed, from where terror at-
tacks against India were planned and directed.

Capital Expenditure

the first four months of 2023-24, 2022-23,
2021-22, and 2020-21 was Rs 1501.56 crore, Rs
1160.23 crore, Rs 1048.62 crore and Rs 719.81
crore, respectively.

In the 2025-26 budget presented by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah in the Assembly, Rs
17680 crore was earmarked for Union Territory
sector capital expenditure, district sector
capital expenditure, and the Prime Minister’s
Development Plan. Additionally, Rs 8487
crore is to be spent under centrally sponsored
schemes in 2025-26.

Officials admitted that expenditure is low
this year and attributed it primarily to delays
in the finalisation of district sector capital ex-
penditure plans.

“As of now, the expenditure in the dis-
trict sector is almost negligible,” an official
admitted.

Another official said that expenditure under
the district sector is expected to pick up pace
in the coming months, and they are hopeful of
utilizing 100% of the allocated funds.

Former Minister of State for Finance and
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MLA, Udhampur West, Pawan Gupta, said that
the low expenditure is a matter of serious con-
cern and raises questions about the govern-
ment’s spending capacity.

“The Finance Department is under the direct
control of the UT’s elected government. The
Chief Minister, who holds the Finance portfo-
lio, should explain why funds have not been
released and spent so far,” he said.

MLA Kupwara, Mir Muhammad Fayaz,
said that the low expenditure reflects the in-
competence and inefficiency of the elected
government.

“There has been an inordinate delay in the
finalisation of development plans,” he said.
(KNO)

Srinagar Among

(NCW) chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar said
safety cannot be seen merely as a law-and-or-
der issue but as one that affects “every aspect
of a woman’s life whether it is her education,
health, work opportunities and freedom of
movement”.

She added that when women feel unsafe,
“they limit themselves, and women limiting
themselves is not only for their own devel-
opment, but also for the development of the
country”.

She emphasised that a safe environment was
crucial for building a “developed and inclusive
India,” pointing to four dimensions of women'’s
security of physical, psychological, financial
and digital nature.

“Cybercrime and misuse of personal data
threaten women every day, and we must
strengthen protections in this space. It is our
responsibility to protect women not just from
crimes on the streets but also from cyber-
crimes, economic discrimination and mental
harassment,” Rahatkar noted.

Highlighting positive measures, she praised
the growing presence of women police officers
and female drivers in public transport as effec-
tive confidence-building steps.

“In many union territories, 33 per cent of
police personnel are now women, and this has
made a decisive difference in building trust,”
she said.

She also lauded initiatives such as women'’s
helplines, CCTV coverage in smart cities, and
improved safety networks at railway stations
and bus depots.

At the same time, Rahatkar urged society at
large to share responsibility.

“We often blame the system, but we must
also ask what we have done. Whether it is us-
ing helplines, supporting awareness drives, or
simply keeping public toilets clean, society’s
role is equally important,” she said.

Noting that women'’s safety is not just about
protection from harassment and violence,
Rahatkar said it is also about ensuring equal
opportunities, equal wages and a dignified en-
vironment at work.

The NARI index has been conceived by
Pvalue Analytics, The NorthCap University and
Jindal Global Law School and is published by
the Group of Intellectuals and Academicians
(GIA).
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CS Reviews Availabil;tir Of Petroleum
Products In Far-Flung Areas

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, chaired a high-level
meeting on Thursday to review
the availability and distribution
of petroleum products in the
remote and far-flung areas of
Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting was attended
by Commissioner Secretary of
Food, Civil Supplies, and Con-
sumer Affairs, Saurabh Bha-
gat, Deputy Commissioners of
Ramban, Udhampur, Rajouri,
Poonch, Kishtwar, Controller
of Legal Metrology, Director
FCS&CA Kashmir/ Jammu, Di-
rector Finance FCS&CA, Special
Secretary FCS&CA, SSP Traf-
fic, State Level Coordinator for
Oil companies, representatives
from Hindustan Petroleum, In-
dian Oil Corporation and Bharat
Petroleum.

The meeting focused on ad-
dressing the challenges posed
by geographical barriers, diffi-
cult terrain, and logistical dif-
ficulties in ensuring the timely
and uninterrupted supply of
petroleum products to remote
regions of Jammu and Kashmir.

During this meeting, the
Chief Secretary emphasized on
the need to streamline the fuel
supply chain to ensure timely

delivery to remote areas. He
stressed on the importance of
inter-departmental coordina-
tion to create a more efficient
delivery system capable of
meeting the demands of far-
flung areas.

While reviewing
and infrastructure improve-
ments, the Chief Secretary
stressed on strengthening fuel
distribution networks, includ-
ing the possibility of establish-
ing additional supply points in
regions with high demand for
petroleum products. He also
called upon the officers to ex-
plore alternative solutions for
remote areas like introducing
mobile fuel supply units, to ad-
dress the challenges of reaching
areas that are difficult to access
due to harsh weather or geo-
graphical limitations.

The Chief Secretary also
asked the officers to launch a
public awareness campaign
to ensure residents are well-
informed about fuel availabil-
ity, distribution schedules and
emergency requirements. He
further directed the officers to
engage with oil marketing com-
panies to explore opportunities
for enhancing storage capacities
and expanding infrastructure at
strategic locations.

logistics

Div Com Jammu Reviews
Restoratlon Of Essentlal Services

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Divisional Commission-
er Jammu Ramesh Kumar, re-
viewed the status of restoration
of essential services including
Power supply, water supply, road
connectivity, mobile network
and movement of traffic affected
by recent incessant rains.

The meeting was attended by
Managing Director JPDCL, IGP
traffic, Commissioner JMC, Dep-
uty Commissioners and SSPs,
Chief engineers of PDD, PWD,
PHE, Director Food and Civil
Supplies, Heads and officials of
BRO, NHAI, NHIDCL, Indian Oil
Corporation and mobile service
providers.

The Divisional Commissioner
took stock of the areas that suf-
fered damages to infrastructure
and disruption of essential ser-
vices in each district.

The Regional Officer NHAI ap-
prised the Div Com that restora-
tion work of the severely affect-
ed portion of NH44 at Samroli in
Udhampur shall be completed
by tomorrow evening. The Div

Com directed him to augment
the men and machinery.

The officials of PWD, PDD
and PHE were also directed to
closely monitor the restoration
works of their respective de-
partments for speedy resump-
tion of services.

He asked the PHE department
to take sampling of water in the
waterlogged and flood affected
water supply schemes before
declaring these safe for use.

The Deputy Commissioners
were directed to facilitate and
support the men and field staff
on the ground, especially des-
ignated to restore essential ser-
vices in Towns and remote and
hilly areas.

The SSP traffic rural apprised
the Divisional Commissioner
about the regulation plan for
movement of traffic and trucks
carrying essential supplies from
Lakhanpur to Kashmir via Mu-
ghal road.

Directions were also issued
for immediate distribution of
adequate relief material to peo-
ple of all affected areas.

OSAT Pilot Line Facility
Launched In Sanand

Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: Union IT and Elec-
tronics Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw and Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel on Thursday
inaugurated one of India’s first
end-to-end Semiconductor OSAT
(Outsourced Semiconductor As-
sembly and Test) Pilot Line Facili-
ties of CG Power at Sanand, Guja-
rat. The project is being seen as
a landmark step in India’s semi-
conductor journey.

Vaishnaw said the pilot line
will play a decisive role in de-
veloping design, manufacturing,
and downstream capabilities,
with Gujarat emerging as a hub.
Chips manufactured at the fa-
cility will be used for customer
qualification, paving the way for
full-scale commercial produc-
tion. He called it one of the most
significant milestones under the
India Semiconductor Mission,
which has cleared ten projects
so far.

The minister highlighted that
by 2032, the world will face a
shortage of one million semicon-

ductor professionals, and India
is well-positioned to bridge the
gap. The government has tied up
with 270 universities, giving stu-
dents access to advanced semi-
conductor design tools. In 2025
alone, these tools were used 1.2
crore times, resulting in 20 chip
designs from 17 institutions be-
ing fabricated at the Semi-Con-
ductor Laboratory, Mohali.
Backed by an investment of
over 27,600 crore, CG Semi is de-
veloping two state-of-the-art fa-
cilities. The G1 unit inaugurated
today has a peak capacity of 0.5
million units per day, while G2—
under construction—will handle
14.5 million units per day by
2026. Together, they are expect-
ed to generate over 5,000 jobs.
CG Power Chairman Vellayan
Subbiah termed the project a
“national milestone,”  stress-
ing its role in advancing tech-
nological sovereignty. Industry
veterans with over 1,000 years
of combined experience, along
with trained Indian engineers,
will drive the project toward
commercial production by 2026.

Agencnes

JAMMU: Continuous rains
and flash floods have
wreaked havoc in Doda, cut-
ting the district off territori-
ally and digitally from the
rest of the country.

After six days of relent-
less downpour, weather im-
proved Thursday, but cloud-
bursts and landslides left
behind a trail of destruction.
Several people have died, and
dozens of residential houses
were damaged or collapsed.
In Chiralla, multiple homes
caved in, while in Amritpura
Chanyas heavy floods inun-
dated houses. A woman and
her daughter were trapped
under debris when their
home collapsed but were res-
cued by locals.

Many residents evacuated
to safer areas, with the ad-
ministration shifting fami-
lies to the Doda community

Amid Devastating Floods,
Doda Remams Cut Off

AND FARMLAND HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVELY
DAMAGED. Major roads including Thathi
Janglowal, Palra Kat, Asar Goha, Marmat, Kasti
Garh, Bagwa Desa, and Ganna Ladna were either
washed away or destroyed.”

6 ROADS, WOODEN BRIDGES, ORCHAIibS,

hall. Roads, wooden bridges,
orchards, and farmland have
been extensively damaged.
Major roads including Tha-
thi Janglowal, Palra Kat, Asar
Goha, Marmat, Kasti Garh,
Bagwa Desa, and Ganna Lad-
na were either washed away
or destroyed.

Flood threats persist in
Badrawa, Thanala Nala, Goha,
Khelini, Bagwa Desa, Gandna
Latna, Dara Nala, and other
areas, where alerts remain in
place. Landslides continue at
Kalah, Haneel, Gandna, and
Ban Gam. All wooden bridges
have been swept away, while
PSP water lines suffered severe

damage, forcing people to fetch
water from distant sources.
For three days, electricity
and water supplies have re-
mained disrupted. Residents
complain of prolonged out-
ages after even minor rains,
while JPDCL has failed to re-
store services. Underground
cable damage has also crip-
pled phone and internet con-
nectivity for four days, adding
to the crisis. Public represen-
tatives have urged immediate
restoration of power, water,
and communications to ease
the plight of residents, includ-
ing students preparing for
competitive exams. (KNO)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: CPI(M) leader
and MLA Kulgam, Muham-
mad Yousuf Tarigami on
Thursday expressed deep
concern over the devasta-
tion caused by the unprec-
edented floods in Jammu
and Kashmir, the worst after
nearly 90 years, which have
wreaked havoc on bridges,
roads, infrastructure, agri-
culture, and left thousands
of residents in distress.

“The horticulture and ag-
riculture sector has suffered
massive losses both in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, particular-
ly in Jammu, south Kashmir
and Warwan areas. Farmers
and orchardists have been
hit hard. Even small vendors
in Jammu, who depend sole-

Tarigami Urges Govt To Provide
Relief To Flood-Hit People

ly on daily earnings, have
suffered damages. The gov-
ernment must immediately
reach out to them and ex-
tend all possible assistance,”
Tarigami said in a state- _
ment issued Kashmir
Observer. /

Tarigami said the [~
tribal communities,
including  Gujjar-
Bakerwals, suffered
heavy losses due to &
the floods. “They lost
a large number of animals,
which are their livelihood,”
he said, urging the govern-
ment to provide immediate
relief.

MLA Kulgam said that the
catastrophe should serve as a
wake-up call. “Natural calam-
ities may be unpredictable,
but measures of prepared-

fragile Himalayan ecology.

ness are always possible.
Unfortunately, successive
governments and even soci-
ety at large have ignored the

We have seen it in Kisht-
. war, Kathua, Vaishno
3 Devi, and now in
}- W these  unprece-
# dented floods. De-
"/ spite forecasts and
./ warnings, there

was little effort at
prevention. This shows
how deep the administration
remains in slumber until di-
saster strikes,” he said.

He added that it has be-
come a “routine bad habit” for
the administration to wake
up only in the aftermath of
calamities, while much of the
preparedness remains con-
fined to “photo-ops.”

‘We May Have To Shift Businesses’

Rotten Meat Scandal Empties
Street Food Markets

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The recent rot-
ten meat scandal in Jammu &
Kashmir has cast a long shad-
ow over the valley’s vibrant
street food culture, forcing
evening markets to go quiet
and leaving vendors struggling
to survive.

From Srinagar to Sopore,
stalls that once bustled with
customers craving traditional
delicacies like rista and tujji
now stand largely deserted.

In Sopore, the usually lively
Chankhan Market, consid-
ered a hub of street food and
famous for staying open late
into the night, wears a desert-
ed look. At Main Chowk too,
where dozens of food carts
once competed for space and
customers, only a handful of
vendors are seen waiting anx-
iously for buyers.

“I managed to sell just four
seekh tujji in four hours,” said
a well-known cart vendor in
Sopore. “We don’t know what
our fault is. A few people made
mistakes; now everyone is
paying the price.”

The scandal, which broke
earlier this month after Food
Safety Department raids led to
the seizure of large quantities
of rotten and unfit-for-con-
sumption meat, has triggered
widespread mistrust among
consumers.

Authorities vowed strict ac-
tion against those involved,
but for many small vendors,
the damage is already done.

“We are on the verge of
shutting down or shifting our
businesses,” said another ven-
dor in Chankhan. “People are
too scared to eat from outside
now. Trust, once broken, takes
years to return”.

"We don’t know which out-
let is safe anymore," said Faisal
War, a young foodie from So-
pore. “Until the government
gives clear assurance and
strict checks are seen on the
ground, we will avoid eating
meat outside."

Meanwhile, officials said
the crackdown was essential

to protect public health and
restore confidence.

Smita Sethi, Commission-
er, Food & Drugs Adminis-
tration, J&K, earlier assured
that strict enforcement will
continue to safeguard con-
sumers across Jammu and
Kashmir, with strict com-
pliance with FSSAI rules for
the sale of frozen meat and
chicken products.

Vendors now hope that
stricter checks and govern-
ment assurances will gradual-
ly bring their customers back.
“Street food is our culture,
our livelihood,” said Omar, a
young vendor. “We just hope
people don’t give up on us for-
ever."—(KNO)

Special Trains Operated From
Jammu To Aid Stranded Passengers

Observer News Service

JAMMU: In a coordinated effort
to assist stranded passengers
and tourists, the Jammu Rail-
way Division of Northern Rail-
way on Wednesday operated
two special trains from Jammu,
working closely with the Gov-
ernment Railway Police (GRP)
and district administration.
The first special train, 02238
(Jammu-Banaras),  departed
at 3:45 pm carrying between
1,200 and 1,400 passengers.
Later, at 5:30 pm, the second
special train, 04680 (Jammu-
New Delhi), left Jammu with

ranged after regular rail servic-
es had to be suspended owing
to heavy rainfall that caused
disruption and raised safety
concerns across the region.
According to railway offi-
cials, the initiative was taken
under the guidance of Division-
al Railway Manager Vivek Ku-
mar and Senior Divisional Com-
mercial Manager Uchit Singhal,
who coordinated with multiple
departments to ensure smooth
operations. Dedicated railway
teams worked on short notice
to handle the logistics, while
GRP and Railway Protection
Force (RPF) personnel played a

around 1,200 passengers on
board. Both trains were ar-

crucial role in settling passen-
gers safely into the trains.
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DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

CHANDIGARH (DRT)
2nd Floor SCO 33-34-35

Sector-17 A, Chandigarh
Case No. OA/1905/2024
Summons under Sub Section (4) of Section 19 of the Act,
read with sub rule (2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery
Tribunal (Procedure)Rules,1993
Exh. No: 28405
JAMMU AND KASHMIR BANK LIMITED
\'AS
LATE GHULAM NABI SULTANI
To.
(1) LATE GHULAM NABI SULTANI S/o: GHULAM AHMAD
SULTANI R/O Manzgam BREIN NISHAT Srinagar JAMMU
AND KASHMIR-191121
Legal Heairs: 1
AIJAZ AHMAD SULTANI (AKA AJAZ AHMAD SULTANI)
Slo: LATE GHULAM NABI SULTANI RO MANZGAM
BREIN NISHAT, SRINAGAR, JAMMU AND KASHMIR
191121
Legal Heairs: 2
MRS. SHAHZADA Wi/o: LATE GHULAM NABI SULTANI
R/O MANZGAM BREIN, SRINAGAR JAMMU AND
KASHMIR-191121
Legal Heairs: 3
MS. FEROZA NABI D/o: LATE GHULAM NABI SULTANI,
R/o: MANZGAM BREIN, SRINAGAR, JAMMU AND
KASHMIR-191121
Legal Heairs: 4
MS. SAIMA SULTANI D/o: LATE GHULAM NABI SULTANI,
R/O MANZGAM BREIN, SRINAGAR, JAMMU AND
KASHMIR-191121
(2) ABDUL MAJEED KULOO S/o: MOHAMMAD ISMAIL
KULOO R/O MANZGAM BREIN NISHAT SRINAGAR
JAMMU AND KASHMIR-191121
(3) MOHAMMAD RAFIQ KULOO S/o: ABDUL GAFFAR
KULOO, RO ABI KARPORA, NEHRU PARK .DAL LAKE
SRINAGAR JAMMU AND KASHMIR-190003
SUMMONS
Whereas , OA/1905/2024 was listed before Hon’ble
Presiding Officer/ Registrar on 23.05.2025
Whereas this Hon’ble Tribunal is pleased to issue
summons / notice on the said application under section
19(4) of the Act, (OA) filed against you for recovery of
debts of Rs 2056175.88 (application along with copies of
documents etc, annexed).
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the
Act, you. the defendants are directed as under:-
(i) to show cause within thirty days of the service of
summons as to why relief prayed for should not be
granted;
(ii) to disclose particulars of properties or assets other
than properties and assets specified by the applicant
under serial number 3 A of the original application;
(iii) you are restrained from dealing with or disposing of
secured assets or such other assets and properties
disclosed under serial number 3A of the original
application, pending hearing and disposal of the
application for attachment of properties;
(iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or
otherwise, except in the ordinary course of his business
any of the assets over which security interest is created
and/ or other assets and properties specified or
disclosed under serial number 3A of the original
application without the prior approval of the Tribunal;
(v) you shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds
realised by sale of secured assets or other assets and
properties in the ordinary course of business and
deposit such sale proceeds in the account maintained
with the bank or financial institutions holding security
interest over such assets.

You are also directed to file the written statement
with a copy thereof furnished to the applicant and to
appear before Registrar on 04.09.2025 at 10:30 A.M.
failing which the application shall be heard and decided
inyour absence
Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this
date : 27.05.2025

Signature of the Officer Authorised to issue
summons
Note: Strike out whichever is not applicable ABS
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Indian Players To Assemble In Dubali
On Sept 4 ad Of AsiaCup

North Zone against East Zone
A | _'_‘ in Duleep Trophy quarterfinal

03

Hasaranga Returns As SL
Announce Asia Cup Squad

I eg spinner Wanindu Hasaranga was on Thurs-

day included in Sri Lanka’s 16-member squad
or the Asia Cup to be played in the UAE from
September 9.
Hasaranga is not a part of the Sri Lanka squad for
their tour of Zimbabwe which begins with the first
ODI in Harare on Friday, with the island nation playing

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The 15-member = t % N _ %\ which got underway on Thurs- one more ODI and three T20Is after the tour-opener.
Indian squad led by Suryakumar T e SN ® o T 4 day, while Kuldeep Yadav is Hasaranga had suffered a hamstring injury during their
Yadav will assemble in Dubai on % - 2> playing for Central Zone against series against Bangladesh which Sri Lanka lost at home.

North East Zone.

The official replied in nega-
tive when asked whether Prasidh
Krishna or Washington Sundar,
who are among standbys, would
travel with the main squad as net
bowlers.

September 4 for the Asia Cup,
which begins on September 9.

In a departure from the usu-
ally laid out convention, players
will reach Dubai in a staggered
manner from their respective
locations unlike on other oc-
casions when the team would
first assemble in Mumbai be-
fore departure.

The decision was taken keep-
ing logistics in mind and also
the travelling convenience of the
players.

"All the players will arrive in
Dubai by September 4 evening
and the first nets session will be
held on September 5 at the ICC
Academy. Factoring in the logis-
tical convenience, the players
will be allowed to fly in to Dubai

DYSS Hosts Provincial Level Girls
Kabaddi Championship In Anantnag

Observer News Service

Before the Super Four stage, Sri Lanka will face
Bangladesh on September 13, Hong Kong on Sep-
tember 15 and Afghanistan on September 18.

Squad: Charith Asalanka (c), Pathum Nissanka,
Kusal Mendis (wk), Kusal Perera (wk), Nuwanidu
Fernando, Kamindu Mendis, Kamil Mishara, Dasun
Shanaka, Wanindu Hasaranga, Dunith Wellal-
age, Chamika Karunaratne, Maheesh Theekshana,
Dushmantha Chameera, Binura Fernando, Nuwan
Thushara, Matheesha Pathirana. (PTI)

India’s 15-member Asia Cup
squad:

Suryakumar Yadav (c), Shub-
man Gill, Abhishek Sharma, Tilak
Varma, Hardik Pandya, Shivam
Dube, Jitesh Sharma, Axar Patel,
Jasprit Bumrah, Varun Chakara-
varthy, Arshdeep Singh, Kuldeep
Yadav, Sanju Samson, Harshit
Rana, Rinku Singh

Reserves: Prasidh Krishna,
Washington Sundar, Riyan Parag,
Dhruv Jurel, Yashasvi Jaiswal

ISL Likely In December

The logjam in Indian football could be headed for

from their respective cities," a
senior BCCI official told PTI on
conditions of anonymity.
"Obviously, a few will travel
from Mumbai but to ask some of
the others to first come to Mumbai
and then fly to Dubai doesn't make

sense. In any case, Dubai is a short
duration flight compared to other
international flights," he added.
India will take on the UAE in
their tournament-opener on
September 10 before facing arch
rivals Pakistan at Dubai on Sep-

tember 14. Their third group
match will be against Oman on
September 19 before the Super
Four stage.

Among the Asia Cup bound
cricketers, Arshdeep Singh and
Harshit Rana are playing for

aresolution with the AIFF and FSDL agreeing to

a "transparent tender" process for the selection
of a commercial partner to conduct the Indian Super
League in December in a proposal submitted to the
Supreme Court here on Thursday.

The resolution was submitted to the Supreme
Court after the All India Football Federation (AIFF)
and Football Sports Development Limited (FSDL) held
discussions on the matter on Monday as per an earlier
directive of the apex court.

The top court is also seized of a case relating to the
constitution of the AIFF.

The AIFF and FSDL said that they have come to a
"consensual resolution” in the larger public interest and
for the promotion of the game in India.

The agreement between the two parties came
a couple of days after the world football govern-
ing body FIFA and the Asian Football Confederation
threatened an international ban on India over a new

‘Minerva’s European Treble New
Beginning For Indian Football’

Press Trust of India mental resilience of these youngsters
through psychologists. This will keep

India on the winning path. These

SRINAGAR: The Department of
Youth Services and Sports’ Inter-
District Provincial Level Kabaddi
Tournament for All Age Groups
Girls concluded on Thursday in

NEW DELHI: Minerva Academy FC’s
feat of winning three titles in Europe
on their recent tour was described as a
"new beginning for Indian football" by
sports minister Mansukh Mandaviya,

high confidence level and their pas-
sion towards the sport," he added.
These tournaments are consid-

Pahalgam, Anantnag.

The eight-day event witnessed

a spirited display of grit, stamina
and sporting excellence, bringing
together the best kabaddi talent
from across the Valley. Tveams
battled it out with great passion
in the U-14, U-17 and U-19 cat-
egories amidst the breathtaking
backdrop of Pahalgam. Despite
intermittent rains, the event was
conducted flawlessly, a testa-
ment to the tireless efforts of the
dedicated field staff.

In the U-14 Girls category, the
team from Anantnag district
emerged victorious, clinching
the title, while Bandipora se-
cured the runners-up position.
The third place was secured by
Budgam.

The U-17 Girls category also
saw a dominant performance by
Anantnag, who secured back-to-

with Bandipora finishing as the
runners-up and Kupwara secur-
ing the third position.

The U-19 category witnessed
a commanding performance by
Bandipora, who lifted the title
with a powerful display, while
Pulwama finished as the run-
ners-up and Srinagar secured
the third place. The overall tour-
nament highlighted the grow-
ing dominance of districts like
Anantnag and Bandipora in the
sport, with Bandipora qualifying
for all three finals.

The District Youth Services &
Sports Officer of Anantnag con-
gratulated all the participating
teams and emphasized that such
tournaments are instrumental in

instilling sportsmanship, disci-
pline, and confidence among the
youth while promoting Kabaddi
as a premier competitive sport.

Meanwhile, DYSS also organ-
ised a District Level U-19 Cricket
Competition for Boys in Kupwara
under its annual activity calendar.
Kupwara and Handwara zones
have secured their places in the
grand finale after a series of thrill-
ing matches. The final showdown
is set to be a thrilling contest be-
tween these two cricketing pow-
erhouses at the Galizoo Cricket
Stadium. The players are not only
battling for district-level glory but
also aiming to secure a place in
the final squad that will represent
Kupwara in the upcoming Provin-
cial Level competitions.

who felicitated the players from the
academy here on Thursday.

The Under-14/15 squad of 22 players
toured Europe in July-August and won
three trophies including the Gothia
Cup in Sweden, the Dana Cup in Den-
mark and the Norway Cup in Norway.

"This is a new beginning for Indian
football in our quest to achieve more
glory in the international arena," Man-
daviya stated in a release.

"More emphasis has to be given
towards sports science, nutrition and
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ered among the most prestigious
youth football competitions around
the world and Minerva Academy FC'’s
team, which remained unbeaten in 26
matches, scored as many as 295 goals
while conceding a very few.

Konthoujam Yohenba Singh (Best
Player, Gothia Cup) and Huidrom
Tony (Best Player, Dana Cup) also
earned individual honours. The team
played against various youth clubs
including those from South America
and Europe
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Man United Humiliated By
Grimsby Town In League Cup
anchester United sank to a new low under
M Ruben Amorim by getting eliminated by
fourth-tier Grimsby Town after a marathon
penalty shootout in the second round of the English

League Cup.

Grimsby won 12-11 on spot-kicks at 9,000-capac-
ity Blundell Park on England's east coast, with Bryan
Mbeumo missing the decisive penalty. United needed
late goals by Mbeumo and Harry Maguire just to
salvage a 2-2 draw in regulation, having trailed 2-0 at

halftime on Wednesday.

It will go down as one of the most embarrassing results
in United's history and leaves the team winless in three
games so far this campaign, after a woeful 15th-place

finish in the Premier League last season. (AP)

____________________________________

/
MIRAE ASSET Sharekhan

Achieve
financial freedom

Set up Systematic Investment Plans in
Exchange Traded Funds (Shariah Based ETF)

Contact: M | Securities - 9906518342 [ 9906684475
1, 10 Samad Complex, Ma Link Road, Srinagar, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, Srinagar - 190001




