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220 Drug Hotspots
Mapped In J&K

1,032 NDPS Cases, Rs 39 Cr Drug
Assets Selzed In 2025 So Far
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Observer News Service

Srinagar:  Jammu and
Kashmir’s intensified crack-
down on narcotics has led
to the registration of 1,032
NDPS cases and the arrest
of 1,416 individuals so far
in 2025, senior officials re-
vealed during the 14th UT-
level Narco Coordination
Centre (NCORD) meeting
chaired by Chief Secretary
Atal Dulloo on Thursday.
The high-level meeting,
convened to review the UT’s
anti-narcotics strategy, was
attended by top civil and po-
lice officials, including the

Director General of Police,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Principal Secretary (Home),
ADGP CID, and other se-
nior  officers.  Deputy
Commissioners and SSPs
from across the UT joined
the session virtually.

A key highlight of the
meeting was the identifica-
tion of 220 drug hotspots
across Jammu and Kashmir,
including 20 newly flagged
areas. Officials reported
that 33 hotspots have been
dismantled, leading to 413
arrests from these high-risk
zones. These hotspots have
emerged as | More on P10

TRUMP TARIFF

We'll Safi

uard

National Interest: Indla

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India will take
all necessary steps to safe-
guard and promote national
interest, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Thursday,
a day after US President
Donald Trump announced
25 per cent tariffs plus pen-
alty on domestic exports to
America from August 1.

In a suo motu state-
ment in both the Houses
of Parliament, he said, the

government is examining
the implications of these
tariffs and is in consultation
with all stakeholders, in-
cluding farmers, exporters,
MSMEs | More on P10
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Impact Of Trump Tariff
On Indian Businesses

imposition of a 25 per cent additional import duty plus

U S President Donald Trump on Wednesday announced the

penalty on goods imported from India.
The duty will come into effect from August 1. The unspecified
penalty was imposed on India for purchasing crude oil and
military equipment from Russia. | More on P10

Record Pilgrim Arrivals
Testament To Indla S Umty LG

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The number of pil-
grims to have paid obeisance
at the holy cave shrine of
Amarnath in south Kashmir
crossed the 4 lakh mark on
Thursday.

"Baba Amarnath makes the
impossible possible. With his
blessings, the Holy Yatra to-
day crossed the 4 Lakh figure.
I bow to Lord Shiva for this
miracle and express my grati-
tude to everyone involved in
making the holy pilgrimage
a divine experience for devo- Sinha said the high number "The record number of dar-
tees,” Lieutenant Governor of pilgrims was testament to  shans and arrival of devotees
Manoj Sinha said in a series of  India's unity and its resolve to ~ from across the country and
posts on X. overcome all challenges. the globe is | More on P10

Yatra Resumes
Via Baltal, Halted
From Jammu

he Amarnath Yatra
Tresumed from the Baltal
axis in the Kashmir
valley on Thursday but was
suspended from Jammu due to
inclement weather conditions.
No fresh batch of pilgrims
was allowed to proceed from
Jammu to the cave shrine in
the South Kashmir Himalayas
this morning, officials said.
In view of maintenance
works on the Pahalgam axis
of the Amarnath Yatra route
following the rains, the yatra
will continue only through the
Baltal axis.
Torrential rains in Kashmir had
rendered the roads unsafe,
following which | More on P10

HAJ 2026

Deadline Extended
To August 7

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Haj Committee
of India has extended the
deadline for submission of Haj
Application Forms (HAFs) for
Haj 2026 till August 7, 2025, of-
ficials announced on Thursday.

As per an official commu-
nication, it has been informed
that applicants possessing
machine readable valid Indian
International Passports issued
on or before 7th August, 2025
and valid at least up to 31st
December 2026 are eligible to
apply for Haj 2026.

Meanwhile, Haj aspirants
can submit applications on-
line only at the website of Haj
Committee of India (www.haj-
committee.gov.in) or Android
Mobile App ‘HAJ SUVIDHA
available at Google Play-store.
Before filling the | More on P10

MP’s Panel Flags Delay
In J&K Panchayat Polls

Agencies

New Delhi: A report tabled
in Parliament has revealed
that the Union Ministry of
Panchayati Raj has issued
an advisory to Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh Union
Territories in December
2024 to take steps for hold-
ing Panchayat elections.

In its report tabled in
both Houses of Parliament
on July 28, 2025, the
department-related
standing committee on
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj revealed

that the ministry had in-
formed the committee it
had issued an advisory to
different States and Union
Territories including J&K
and Ladakh to take steps to
hold Panchayat elections.
“The Ministry has issued
advisories to the States/
UTs, where election is due,
to take all possible steps to
hold the delayed Panchayat
elections in conformity
with the Constitutional pro-
visions. Recently, Ministry
has issued advisories to the
States of Assam, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, | More on P10

Azad: Pahalgam Chapter
Closed, LG Took Blame

Says Oppn
Walkouts Help Govt
Pass Laws Easily

Observer News Service

Srinagar:Former  Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Thursday said the issue of
the April 22 Pahalgam attack
should now be considered
closed as the Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha has
already taken responsibility
for the security failure.

“I think that chapter has
been closed. The LG has

already said something
about it and he has owned
the responsibility and with
that the matter should be
closed,” Azad told reporters.
Speaking on the recent
killing of three terrorists in
Operation | More on P10

Motherhood

And now,

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

IS there to support you
¥5000 36000

for the if your
birth of your first child second child is a girl

Over 4 crore women have already
received direct assistance of more than
319,000 crore through this scheme

To avail the benefits of the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana,
contact your nearest Anganwadi worker or ASHA didi today

T T
Government of India

(BC46112/13/0001/2526
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Subject:

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

General Administration Department

Civil Secretariat

J&K

Verification of Character & Antecedents of the applicants who have applied for compassionate appointment under Jammu and Kashmir Rehabilitation Assistance Scheme-2022, for calendar

year 2022 & 2023.

Annexure to Notice No. GAD-RAS/51/2025-09 (7665958)

Dated: 30.07.2025

Name, Parentage &

° | Address of Applicant

Name of the |
deceased

employee

Designation

Department
of the
deceased
Government
employee

Domicile
District

| zubair Ahmad Magray S/o

Late Farooq Ahmad
Magray Rfo Mujlsoo Seer
Hamdan Tehsil Mattan

District Anantnag

Head
Constable

Late Farooq
Ahmad Magray

Home

Anantnag

Sunhalla Sajad Dfo Late
Sajad Hussain Dar Rfo
Hussany:ora Bagh, Tehsil
Bijbehara, District
Anantnag

Selection
Grade
Constable

Late Sajad Dar

Aaquib Rashid Shilla S/o
Late Abdul Rashid Shilla
Rfo Hardutooru, Tehsil
Achabal, District Anantnag

Home

Anantnag

Late Abdul

Rashid Shilla ASI

Home

Anantnag

Sameer Ahmad Malik Sfo
Late Abdul Ahad Malik R/o
Khimanderpora, Tehsil
Kenzer, District Baramulla.

Late Ab Ahad
Malik

Assistant
Matorman

Jal Shakti

Baramulla

Shabir Ahmad Chopan Sfo
Late Abdul Gani Chopan
Rfo Chopan Mohallah
Kanispora, Tehsil & District
Baramuila

Late Abdul

Gani Chopan Helper

Jal Shakti

Baramulla

Magbool Hussain Dar S/o
Late Gh. Mohd Dar R/o
Maharaj Pora
Kongamdara, Tehsil
Pattan, District Baramulla

Late Gh. Mohd
Dar

Gang Coolie

Jal Shakti

Baramulla

Ghulam MNabi Malik Sfo
Late Mohd Sultan Malik
R/o Zamzampora Tehsil &
District Baramulla

Late Mohd

Sultan Malik Mai

APD(AGRI)

Baramulla

Ikhlas Aman Karimi S/o
Late Amanullah Karimi
Bhat R/o Syed Karimi
Baramulla A/P Malyarpora
Guilsharabad Tehsil &

| District Baramulla_

Furkaan Ahmad Lone S/o
Late Bashir Ahmad Lone
Rfo Ferozpora, Tehsil
Tangmarg, District
| Baramulla -

Late
Amanullah
Karimi Bhat

i\ Fitter
Operator

Late Bashir
Ahmad Lone

|

Time Keeper

Jal Shakti

Jal Shakti

Baramulla

Baramulla

10

Arundeep Singh Mehta S/o
Late S Rajinder Singh
Mehta Rfo Khawaja Bagh
Tehsil & District Baramulla

i l Assistant
Late S Rajinder ‘ Sub-

Singh Mehta In tor

Home

Baramulla

11

Ubaid Mumtaz Sfo Late
Mumtaz Ahmad Khan Rfo
Niloosa, Tehsil Boniyar,
District Baramulla

Head
Constable

Late Mumtaz
Ahmad Khan

Home

Baramulla

12

Yaseen Bashir S/o Late
Bashir Ahmad Sheikh R/fo
Kakar Hamam Tehsil &
District 8aramulla

Selection
Grade
Constable

Late  Bashir
Ahmad Shiekh

Home

Baramulla

13

Ghulam Mustafa Lone S/o
Late Ghulam Mohammad
Rfo Ushkara Tehsil &
District Baramulla

Late Ghulam
Mohammad

Head
Constable

14

15

| District Budgam

Rifat Ara D/o Late Gulam
Ahmad Wani Rfo
Manahama, Tehsil Magam,

Late Ghulam
Ahmad Wani

Home

Baramulla

Chowkidar

School
Education

Budgam

Akhtar Hussain Baba S/o
Late Culam Mohd. Baba
Rfo Sofi Pora, Tehsil
Magam, District Budgam

Late Gh.
Mohammad
Baba

Assistant
Lineman

Jal Shakti

Budgam

16

Mohammad Rafiq Wagay
S/o Late Ghulam
Mohammad Wagay R/o
Kanidajan, Charar-i-
Sharief, District Budgam

Late Ghulam
Mohammad
Wagay

Assistant
Lineman

Jal Shakti

Budgam

17

Vijay Singh Sfo Late
Ranjeet Singh R/o Village
Kathawa Tehsil Hagsoo
District Doda

Selection
Grade
Constable

Ranjeet Singh

Home

Doda

18

19

Aman Singh S/o Late
Kamal Singh Rfo Chanti
Balla Tehsil Bhaleesa
Gandoh, District Doda

Late Kamal

Singh Constable

Home

Aamir Hassan Dar 5/o Late
Gh. Hassan Dar Rfo
Watalbagh,
Tullamulla, Tehsil
District Ganderbal

Lar,

Selection
Grade
Constable

Late Ghulam
Hassan Dar

Home

Doda

Ganderbal

20

Sumit Kumar Sfo Late
Baldev Raj Rfo Aghore,
Tehsil Bhalwal, District
Jammu

Late  Baldev

Raj Helper

Jal Shakti

Jammu

21

Kumar Sehaj Sfo Late
Yash Paul Gotam R/o
Malpur, Tehisl Bhalwal
District Jammu

Selection
Grade
Constable

Late Yas Paul
Gotam

Home

Jammu

22

Kartick Pangotra 5/o Late
Kewal Krishan Rfo Chak
Aslam Tehsil R.S. Pura
District Jammu

Late Kewal ‘

1
Krishan Fafloyer

Home

Jammu

23

24

Gagan Deep Panday S/o
Late Jeet Raj R/o H.No.
489 Puran Nagar Tehsil &

Late Jeet Raj Barber

Home

Jammu

Makhan Lal
Girdhari Lal
Wahab Din,
Suchetgarh,
Jammu

S/o Late
R/o Chak
Tehsil
District

Late Girdhari
Lal

Head

Constable

Home

Jammu

25

Raghav Sharma S/o Late
Naresh Kumar Rfo Rohi
Morh Gadi Garh Tehsil
Jammu  South  District
Jammu

Late
Sharma

Naresh Head

26

Sourav Sharma S/o Late
Pritam Dass R/o Hardu
Malara Tehsil Chowki
Choura District Jammu

27

Madhu Sharma Dfo Laxmi
Narayan & W/o Late
Rajnish  Khajuria R/o
Jogian Tehsil Nagri Parole,

Late  Pritam

Dass | Warden

| Constable

Home

Home

Jammu

Jammu

==
Late Rajnish
Khajuria

Head

District Kathua

Constable

Home

Kathua

DIPK-
dated: 31-07-2025

4551/25

NOTICE
The applicants figuring in the Annexure to this notice are hereby informed to submit their e-mail IDs and contact details in the Cabinet Section, General Administration Department, Civil Secretariat,
Srinagar/Jammu, in person, within a period of twenty-one (21) days positively, for the purpose of filling up of e-verification rolls to obtain their character and antecedents from the Criminal Investigation
Department.
In case any candidate fails to report General Administration Department, Civil Secretariat, Srinagar or Jammu, he/she shall forfeit his/her right to appointment under Jammu and Kashmir Rehabilitation
Assistance Scheme-2022.
No: - GAD-RAS/51/2025-09 (7665958)

(Urvi Singh)
Under Secretary to the Government

28

Kanta Devi W/o Late Bodh
Raj R/o Parliwand Tehsil &
District Kathua

Late Bodh Raj

Peon

School

Education Kathua

29

Bishan Dass S/o Late
Ashok Kumar Rfo Ward
No.10  Thana Tehsil
Basholi, District Kathua

Late
Kumar

Ashok

Helper

APD{AGRI) Kathua

30

Shahzad Ali S/o Late
Mushtaqg Ahmed Rfo
Mallhar Tehsil Lohai Mallar
District Kathua

Mushtaq
Ahmed

31

Mudasar Ansary Sfo Late
Mushtaq Ahmed R/o
Nottar Tehsil  Billawar
District Kathua

|
Late Mushtaq I|
Ahmed

Head
Constable

Selection
Grade
Constable

Home Kathua

Home Kathua

a2

Ankush Sharma S/o Late
Sudesh Kumar R/o
Mahanpur A/P Dambra,
Tehsil Mahanpur, District
Kathua

Late Sudesh

Kumar

Assistant
Sub-
Inspector

Home Kathua

| Kupwara

Arfat- i-Islam 5/o Late Ab.
Ahad Mochi R/o Nutnussa,
Tehsil Handwara, District

Late Abdul
Ahad Mochi

Follower
(Sweeper)

Home Kupwara

Javeed Ahmad Ganai Sfo
Late Ali Mohd Ganie R/o
Sogam  Tehsil Sogam
District Kupwara

35

36

Late Ab. Rashid Najar R/o
Wahipora Tehsil Langate
District Kupwara

Rizwan Rashid Najar Sjo |

Late Ali Mohd
Ganai

Late Ab.
Rashid Najar

Assistant
Lineman

Jal Shakti Kupwara

AsSI

Home Kupwara

Syed Musadiq Hussain
Shah Sfo Late Tasadug
Hussain Shah R/o Dragar,
Tehsil Karnah, District
Kupwara

Late Tasaduq l

Hussain Shah

Home Kupwara

37

38

39

40

Aliyass Ahmad Wani Sfo
Late Furoog Ahmad Wani
R/o Diver Ander Bugh
Tehsii  Sogam  District

| Kupwara e
Mohd Azad S/o Late Mohd

Igbal R/o
Jugal, Tehsil

Village
Mendhar,

| District Poonch _

Late  Farooq
Ahmad Wani

Late
Igbal

Mohd

Assistant
Sub-
Inspector

Home Kupwara

Assistant
Lineman

Jal Shakti

Shoieb Anjum Sfo Late
Manzoor Hussain Rfo
Nooa Bandi, Tehsil Haveli,
District Poonch
Hartik Dutta S/o Late
Balram Dutta R/o Village
Drabe Tehsil Surankote
District Poonch

Late Manzoor
Hussain

Late Ba Dutta
R

Head
Constable

Head
Constable

Home Poonch

Home Poonch

41

Sheikh Junaid Suhail S/o
Late Bashir Ahmad Sheikh
& Late Mtr. Syida Banoo
Rfo Tral-1-Payeen, Tral,
Pulwama

42

Nussrat Jabeen Dfo Late
Abdul Hamid & W/o Late
Abdul Gafoor Rfo Maniji
Dhar, Tehsil & District
Rajouri

Late Mtr. Syida
Banoo

Works
Watcher

Jal Shakti Pulwama

Late Abdul

Gafoor

Chowkidar

Tourism Rajouri

43

Mohd Shafait S/o Late
Abdul Majeed Rfo
Dharsakri, Tehsil

Kotra ya, District Rajouri

Late
Majid

Abdul

Assistant
Lineman

Jal Shakti Rajouri

45

Radhay Sham S/o Late
Pritam Dass R/o Dhanaka,
Tehsil Nawshera, Rajouri

Late
Dass

Pritam |

Kumar R/o
(Nowshera)
District Rajouri

Dabber
Tehsil &

Sahil Sood S/o Late Daleep |

Late
Kumar

Daleep

Assistant
Lineman

Jal Shakti Rajouri

Home Rajouri

Mohd Yaser Choudhary
S/o Late Mohd Kabir Rfo
Katarmal Tehsil Manjakote
District Rajouri

Late Mohd

Kabir

Leading
Fireman

Home Rajouri

47

Mohan Singh S/o Late
Sher Singh R/o Kayala,
Tehsil & District Reasi

Late Sher

Singh

Assistant
Motorman

Jal Shakti Reasi

Mohit Sharma Sfo Late
Subash  Chander R/o
Village Serli, Katra, District
Reasi

Late  Subash
Chander

Assistant
Line Man

49

Imran Ahmed Sfo Late
Parvez Ahmad R/o Judda
Tehsil Arnas District Reasi

Late  Parvez

Ahmad

Selection
Grade
Constable

Jal Shakti Reasi

Home Reasi

50

Shivam Singh Sfo Late
Rajesh Singh R/o Ghar
Mandi  Tehsil Vijaypur
District Samba

Late  Rajesh
Singh

51

Sabreena Mir D/o Ghulam
Mohammad Mir & W/o
Late Syed Shahid Zadie
Rfo Alamgari Bazar Jalali
Bagh, Tehsil Eidgah
Distrirt Srinagar

Late Syed
Shahid Zadie

52

Zuhaip Ashraf Sfo Late
Mohammad Ashraf Sheikh
Rfo  Natipora, Tehsil
Chanapora Natipora,
District Srinagar

Late
Mohammad
Ashraf

SI

Home Samba

Work
Supervisor

Leading
Fireman

RDD Srinagar

Home Srinagar

53

Ravi Kumar Sfo Late
Pritam Chand Rfo Village
Sattian, Tehsil Ramnagar,
District Udhampur

Late  Pritam |

Chand

Assistant
Lineman

Jal Shakti Udhampur

Nitin Bhardwaj S/o Late
Mohan Lal R/o Sunetaz
Tehsil Ramnagar District
Udhampur

Late Mohan Lal

ASI

Home Udhampur

55

Ajay Kumar Sfo Late Hans
Raj Rfo Village Incha
Tehsil Ramnagar District
Udhampur

Late Hans Raj

Head
Constable

Home Udhampur

56

Rakesh Sharma S/o Late
Sansar Chand Rfo Kirmoo,
Tehsil Ramnagar, District

Udhampur

Late  Sansar
Chand

ASI

Home

Udhampur

THE UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
HAZRATBAL, SRINAGAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
| have got correction order against my Name & Father's Name
issued by the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education in
the year 2024. | passed/appeared B.Sc. (1st Year/2nd Year/3rd
Year) & B.Ed. under Roll Nos.: 1257, 2107, 1968 & 4459 in
the Year: 1996, 1997, 1998 & 2001 respectively through the
University of Kashmir, Srinagar.
Now | have applied for Revised Certificates of my B.Sc. (1st
Year/2nd Year/3rd Year) plus for B.Ed. Certificate in the University of Kashmir,
Srinagar. If any person has any objection in this regard, may file the same in the
office of Head/Officer in charge, Administration Section, University of Kashmir,
Hazratbal, Srinagar within seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
After the expiry of said period, no objection will be entertained.
This is published for the information of the general public.
The correct particulars as per records of J&K BOSE, Srinagar are as under:
Name: GHULAM MOHAMMAD GAVGOJRI
Father's Name: MOHAMMAD SIDIQ GAVGOJRI
Mother's Name: SUNDARI BANO
Date of Birth: 11-03-1975
Residence: Tral-i-Payeen, Tral (Pulwama) inf

The Jammu And Kashmir
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary School Examination
(Class- 10th)under Roll No:. 139034035 Session: Annual-
Regular Year 2025 through the Jammu and Kashmir Board
of School Education. Due to the error committed by the
concerned School/Board/parent against my Mother's
Name Tahira Bano instead of Tahira Hassan

Now, | have applied for correction/rectification of error
in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education.
New Campus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any
objection in this regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary,
Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of Publication of this notice, after
the expiry of said period no objection will be entertained.

Name: Mafruha Zehra

Father's name: Ghulam Hassan Dar

Mother's Name: Tahira Hassan

DOB: 20-09-2008

Residence: Chattergam

Mobile no: 9906515715

pd

I, Mahbooba Bano, S/o Late Bashir Ahmad Punjoo, R/o Umer Haira
Buchpora, Srinagar—190020, hereby inform the general public that my
Husband, Bashir Ahmad Punjoo, who was the registered consumer of
electricity connection bearing Consumer ID: 0204040027555, Has
passed Away. | intend to transfer the said electricity connection to my
name. If any person or party has any objection to this transfer, they
may file their objection in writing in the office of the Sub-Division
Officer, PDD, Hawal, within 7 days from the date of publication of this
notice. No objections shall be entertained after the stipulated time. i

Public Notice

NOTICE

I, Farhilla D/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir R/o Umer Haira Buchpora,
Srinagar 190020 have changed my name in Passport Bearing
Passport No:- R 3978668 from(old Name) Farhila D/o Ghulam
Ahmad Mir R/O Umer Haira Buchpora, Srinagar 190020 to (New
Name) Farhilla D/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir R/o Umer Haira Buchpora,
Srinagar 190020. In Future | will be known as (New Name) Farhilla
D/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir R/o Umer Haira Buchpora, Srinagar 190020.
If anybody is having any objection, he/she may contact Regional
Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no objection
will be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as Javed Ahmed Khan S/o
Gulzar Khan , DOB 12-07-1973 while my correct name and DOB
is Javid Ahmad Khan S/0 Gulzar Ahmad Khan, dob 02-02-1973.
Now | have applied for the correction of the same if anybody
has any objection in this regard he/she may contact concerned
office within seven days. After that no objection shall be
entertained.

Javid Ahmad Khan S/0 Gulzar Ahmad Khan

R/0 Khankah Bagh Pampore medialine

PUBLIC NOTICE

The name of son has been wrongly written as Lukman lbn
Yawar while his correct name is Mohammad Lukman . Now |
have applied for the correction of the same if anybody has any
objection in this regard he/she may file in the Munciple Council
Shopian within seven days. After that no objection shall be
entertained.

Yawar Ahmad Shah

F/0 Mohammad Lukman R/o Shouch Kulgam

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

The name and dob of ward has been wrongly written as Arman
Nasir , DOB 15-03-2009 in his adhaar card while his correct
name is Arma Nasir and dob 15-07-2010. Now | have applied for
the correction of the same if anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file in the concerned Aadhar Centre Jammu
Srinagar within seven days. After that no objection shall be
entertained.

Nasir Ahmad Naik

S/0 Ab Rehman Naik
R/0 Ratnipora Shopain

fko
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Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir
Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) ,
Ph.0194-24 77949 ,9419001176, 9419776235

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops.
Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras,
Security System and Refilling of all Types

of Cartridges, Toners
Registered
Government
order Suppliers.

PON. MANA

\VIEIN




Shantmanu Flags Oﬂ'
‘SCERT On Wheels’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Additional Chief
Secretary and Financial
Commissioner of Higher Ed-
ucation Department, Shant-
manu, today flagged off the
innovative outreach initia-
tive ‘SCERT on Wheels’ from
the Divisional Office of State
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (SCERT),
Bemina.

Shantmanu, who is Di-
rector SCERT, inaugurated a
daylong model exhibition ti-
tled “Rajya Stariya Bal Vaig-
yanik Pradarshani (RSBVP)
2024-25". He also chaired a
seminar on “Millets for Sus-
tainable Future and Health”
held at the SCERT audito-
rium.

Organised by the SCERT,
J&K, under the aegis of the
52nd RBVP sponsored by the
National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (NCERT), New Delhi, the
event marked a significant
step towards promoting the
scientific temperament and
innovation among the stu-
dents.

The overarching theme
of the programme was “Sci-
ence and Technology for
Sustainable Future”, with
sub-themes including: Food,
Health and Hygiene Trans-
port and Communication,
Mathematical Modelling and
Computational Thinking,
Natural Farming, Disaster
Management, Waste Man-
agement and Resource Man-
agement.

Celebrating five years
of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, SCERT's
Kashmir Division launched
‘SCERT on Wheels’ as a
grassroots outreach pro-
gramme aimed at strength-

ening awareness, enhancing
community engagement
and reinforcing SCERT’s
field-connected identity.
The initiative brings SCERT’s
services, mission and mes-
sages directly to schools and
communities,  demystify-
ing policies and showcasing
practices.

Addressing the semi-
nar, Shantmanu expressed
heartfelt appreciation to the
organisers for curating such
impactful and community-
driven initiatives. He also
interacted with the students
and inspected a range of
scientific models developed
by the student participants
from various districts.

“I am highly impressed
with the remarkable creativ-
ity and innovation displayed
by the students. The models
showcased today reflect a
deep understanding of criti-
cal issues and a promising
future led by young minds,”
he stated.

Shantmanu lauded RSBVP
as a platform brimming with
talent and praised the teach-
ers for guiding and mentor-
ing the students with dedi-
cation and insight. “There
is absolutely no doubt that
RSBVP is a platform for in-
novation promotion and the
educators here are playing a
crucial role in shaping young
thinkers,” he added.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of intellectual and
ethical growth, he noted,
“Two things define a person,
his thoughts and his con-
duct. Thoughts shape our
perception and vision, while
conduct determines how we
translate those thoughts into
action. Both are essential
in building a character and
purpose.”

GMC Sgr Introduces OMR-
Based Exams For Transparency

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant
step towards modernizing
its examination process,
Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Srinagar has
introduced Optical Mark
Recognition (OMR) based ex-
aminations to ensure trans-
parency and quick results in
the evaluation process.

To begin with this new
initiative, GMC Srinagar to-
day successfully conducted
a written examination for
senior residency positions in
various disciplines.

OMR-based exams mini-
mize the scope for errors or
biases, ensuring a transpar-
ent evaluation process.

Use of OMR results in
Rapid assessment and dec-
laration of results & reduces
waiting time for candidates
besides timely engagement
of selected candidates which
maintains the academic cal-
endar without delays.

By adopting OMR-based
exams, GMC Srinagar un-
derscores its commitment to
maintaining high standards
of academic integrity and
efficiency.

Short Plays Staged At GGHSS
Zadlbal Amlra Kadal

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In continuation
of the Nasha Mukt J&K Ab-
hiyan, Cultural Unit Srinagar
of the Department of Infor-
mation & Public Relations
(DIPR), in collaboration with
the Government Girls Higher
Secondary School (GGHSS)
Zadibal Srinagar, and Govern-
ment Girls Higher Secondary
School (GGHSS) Amira Kadal
Srinagar organized two sepa-
rate impactful short plays
within the school premises
raising awareness on conse-
quences of drug abuse.

At GGHSS Amira Kadal, a
compelling short play was
performed aimed at raising
awareness on the devastat-
ing impact of drug addiction.

The play, performed by
a local artist group, effec-
tively portrayed the emo-
tional, psychological, and
social fallout of substance
abuse, drawing strong emo-
tional responses from the
audience. The students were

deeply moved by the perfor-
mance and expressed a de-
sire to see more such initia-
tives in the future.

Principal of the institu-
tion underscored the role of
schools in spreading aware-
ness and guiding the youth
toward a healthy lifestyle.

Burhan Hussain, Cultural
Officer DIPR, emphasized the
role of cultural engagement in
community sensitization and
praised the students for their
enthusiastic participation.

The programme conclud-
ed with a pledge by staff
and students to combat drug
abuse and foster a clean,
drug-free society.

Similarly at GGHSS Za-
dibal, a short play focusing
on drug de-addiction and
its social consequences was
delivered by a local artist
group. Their moving perfor-
mance portrayed the emo-
tional and psychological toll
of substance abuse, striking
a powerful chord with the
students and faculty alike.
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Food Safety Dept Destroys 1200
Kg Spmled Meat In Clty Rald

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant crack-
down on food adulteration, a joint
enforcement team from the Food
Safety Department Srinagar and
the Drug and Food Control Organi-
zation (DFCO) seized and destroyed
over 1200 kilograms of spoiled meat
during a raid at a storage facility in
Zakura, Srinagar.

The operation, based on specific
intelligence inputs, was led by Hilal
Ahmad Mir, Assistant Commissioner
Food Safety ICLC, and Yameen Ul
Nabi, Assistant Commissioner Food
Safety Srinagar, along with a team of
Food Safety Officers. The team dis-
covered a large quantity of stale and
foul-smelling meat that was alleg-
edly ready to be distributed in the
market for human consumption.

"The meat was found in a highly
decomposed condition, completely
unfit for consumption. It was imme-
diately destroyed on the spot under
strict supervision to eliminate any

potential health risk to the public,”
said Assistant Commissioner Ya-
meen Ul Nabi.

The department confirmed that
legal proceedings will be initiated
against the concerned Food Busi-
ness Operators (FBOs) under the
provisions of the Food Safety and
Standards Act.

"This is a serious violation of food
safety norms. We are committed to
ensuring that such acts of gross neg-
ligence do not go unpunished," stat-
ed Hilal Ahmad Mir. "Public health
cannot be compromised, and we
will not hesitate to take the strictest
action against violators."

The Food Safety Department re-
iterated the critical importance of
maintaining proper temperature
control, especially when handling
perishable and high-risk food items
like meat. “Temperature abuse is a
key factor in spoilage, and we have
issued strict directives to all FBOs
to adhere to recommended storage
practices,” the department empha-

sized in its official statement.

Officials also said that the raid
and subsequent action were con-
ducted under the strict directions
of Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed, Secretary
Health and Medical Education, and
Smt. Smita Sethi, Commissioner
of Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), Jammu and Kashmir.

“There are clear instructions from
our top leadership to maintain zero
tolerance against food adultera-
tion and unhygienic practices. Sur-
veillance and enforcement across
markets have been intensified,” the
statement added.

The department urged consumers
and FBOs to remain vigilant and to
report any suspicious activities or
unhygienic food practices. Reports
can be made anonymously by call-
ing the Food Safety Helpline at 104.

This latest enforcement effort un-
derscores the government’s resolve
to crack down on food safety viola-
tions and safeguard the health of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

Chanapora Residents Await

Upgradation Of PHC To SDH

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Over 13 years have
passed since the foundation stone
was laid for a hospital at Housing
Colony Chanapora, but the residents
continue to wait for its upgradation
from a Primary Health Centre (PHC)
to a Sub-District Hospital (SDH).

Despite an expenditure of over
Rs 20 crore and the completion of
the building in 2014, the facility still
functions as a PHC, offering limited
services between 10 am to 4 pm.

Locals said that they have re-
peatedly approached authorities at
various levels, demanding round-
the-clock healthcare services and
upgradation to SDH status. “The hos-
pital has sufficient infrastructure,
modern equipment and modular
operation theatres, but it still fails to
meet the healthcare needs of Cha-
napora and adjoining areas,” said
Mushtaq Ahmad, a local resident.

He added that a fully functional
SDH operating 24x7 is the need of
the hour to cater to patients not just

from Chanapora but also from near-
by areas like Bagh-e-Mehtab, Now-
gam, Natipora and Rawalpora.

Fayaz Ahmad, another local resi-
dent, told KNO that despite raising
the issue with every concerned au-
thority, no concrete action has been
taken. “In medical emergencies,
patients are forced to rush to SMHS
or SKIMS, which are far away. An up-
graded hospital here would greatly
ease the burden on tertiary care
hospitals and serve the surrounding
population better,” he said.

He also pointed out staff shortage
at the facility, and claimed that ex-
pensive medical equipment worth
crores lies defunct due to the ab-
sence of trained operators.

Residents have appealed to Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha and
Health Minister Sakina Itoo to inter-
vene and ensure the hospital is up-
graded and made functional round-
the-clock at the earliest. Meanwhile,
a senior health department official
acknowledged the demand and said
it is currently under active consider-
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ation of the higher authorities.

He confirmed that the Chanapora
hospital continues to operate as a PHC.
“In 2010-11, the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of India,
approved a 30-bed facility under the
National Health Mission (NHM), and
the building was inaugurated in 2014
as a PHC,” the official said.

He said the PHC currently func-
tions during standard hours (10:00
AM to 4:30 PM) and has staff
strength of 21, including 4 Medical
Officers and 2 Dental Surgeons.

“Though it is not yet an SDH, the
hospital has been strengthened with
additional machinery and manpow-
er under NHM. Primary healthcare
services such as free screening for
non-communicable diseases (NCDs)
like diabetes, hypertension and can-
cers (oral, breast, cervical) are being
provided. Free essential medicines
and diagnostic services are also
available, along with health aware-
ness and wellness programmes
aimed at promoting a healthier life-
style,” he added—(KNO)
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This Day In History

e 30 BC - Octavian (later known as Augustus)
enters Alexandria, Egypt, bringing it under the
control of the Roman Republic

e 527 - Justinian | becomes the sole ruler of the
Byzantine Empire

e 607 - Ono no Imoko is dispatched as envoy to
the Sui court in China (Traditional Japanese date:
July 3, 607)

e 902 Aghlabid emir lbrahim Il of Ifrigiya destroys
Taormina, Sicily

e 1021 - Synod of Pavia: emperor Henry Il convicts
married priest

e Declaration of War

e 1177 - Peace Treaty of Venice: Emperor Frederik
I and Pope Alexander Il

e 1203 - Alexius IV Angelus appointed co-regent of
Byzantium

e 1291 Everlasting League forms, basis of Swiss
Confederation (Independence)

e 1498 - Christopher Columbus lands on "Isla
Santa" (Venezuela)

o« 1664 - Battle at St Gotthard: Earl Raimondo
Montecucculi beats Ahmed Kiprulu

e 1690 - Battle at Staffarda: French army beats
Victor Amadeus of Savoy

e 1714 - Monarch Georg Ludwig becomes King
George | of England

e 1717 - Nicholas Rowe is appointed British Poet
Laureate by George |

e 1732 - Foundations laid for Bank of England

e 1759 - Battle at Minden, Westfalen: Ferdinand
van Brunswick beats France

e Historic Invention

e 1774 - Joseph Priestley, English theologian,
chemist and author discovers oxygen by isolating
itin its gaseous state

e 1780 - Sweden declares neutrality

e 1781 - British army under general Cornwallis
occupies Yorktown, Virginia

e 1785 - Caroline Herschel becomes 1st woman to
discover a comet

e 1789 - US Customs begins enforcing Tariff Act

e 1793 - France becomes 1st country to use the
metric system

e 1798 - Battle of the Nile: British Royal Navy under
Admiral Horatio Nelson attacks and decimates the
French fleet at Aboukir Bay off the Nile Delta, Egypt

e 1832 - The Black Hawk War ends.

o 1834 - Slavery abolished throughout the British
Empire - Slavery Abolition Act 1833 comes into
effect

o 1861 - Brazil recognizes Confederacy

o 1863 - Battle of Little Rock, Arkansas; start of
Chattanooga campaign

o 1869 - 1stvoyage down Colorado River

e 1886 - Great Britain annexes Kermadec-Island
near New Zealand

e 1907 - U.S. Army Signal Corps establish a small
Aeronautical Division

e 1914 - France & Germany mobilize their troops at

outbreak of WWI

e 1926 - Battles between Druze & French in
Damascus

e 1943 - Japan declares Burma Independence

under U Ba Maw
e 1958 - US atomic submarine USS Nautilus begins
1st transit of North Pole "operation Sunshine"

e 1960 - Islamabad declared as the federal capital
of the Government of Pakistan.

e 1969 - Mariner 6 sends close-up photos of Mars

e 1974 - China's People's Liberation Army Navy, put
into service Chang Zheng 1, their first nuclear-

powered submarine
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Tariffs, Oil & Tensions

Trump Stirs
South Asia Waters

Trans Asia News

Washington: In a dramatic
realignment of tone and strat-
egy, the United States has
sanctioned six Indian com-
panies for trading with Iran,
imposed steep new tariffs on
Indian imports, and simulta-
neously announced a new oil
development deal with Paki-
stan. The convergence of ac-
tions suggests a growing shift
in Washington's South Asia

Sanctions Over Iran Trade

Just hours after Trump
slapped new tariff on India,
the U.S. Department of State
sanctioned six Indian compa-
nies under Executive Order
13846 for allegedly engaging
in petrochemical trade with
Iran--activity the U.S. claims
funds terrorism and fuels in-
stability in the Middle East.

The sanctions freeze any
U.S.-linked assets and prohib-
it American entities from en-

posture--with India now fac-
ing mounting pressure over
its ties with Iran and Russia,
and Pakistan emerging as a
new energy partner.

Tariff Offensive

The sequence began with
U.S. President Donald Trump
unleashing a blistering attack
on India's trade practices and
global alliances. Citing what
he called India's "most strenu-
ous and obnoxious" trade bar-
riers, Trump announced a
25% tariff on all Indian goods,
to take effect August 1, along
with an additional penalty for
India's continued purchases
of Russian oil and military
hardware.

"All things not good!
India will therefore be
paying a tariff of 25 per
cent, plus a penalty for the
above," Trump posted on
Truth Social.

He also denounced In-
dia's involvement in the
BRICS alliance--comprising
of 10 countries including
Russia, China and Iran-
-branding it "anti-US."

gaging with these firms. The
action also extends to foreign
businesses with significant
U.S. exposure, raising compli-
ance risks for Indian banks
and logistics operators.
Pakistan Oil Deal

In a surprising parallel
development, Trump also an-
nounced a new U.S.-Pakistan
oil partnership, describing
the South Asian country's
energy reserves as "massive"
and hinting at a long-term de-
velopment agreement.

"We have just concluded a
deal with the country of Paki-
stan, whereby Pakistan and the
United States will work togeth-
er on developing their massive
oil reserves," Trump wrote.

"We are in the process of
choosing the oil company that
will lead this partnership.
Who knows, maybe they'll be
selling oil to India some day!"

The comment was seen as
both a strategic tease and a geo-
political message-underscoring
Trump's growing frustration with
India's independent foreign poli-
¢y, particularly its continued en-
gagement with Russia and Iran.

EC Finalises Electoral College
For Vice Presidential Poll

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Election Com-
mission on Thursday said it
has finalised the Electoral
College for the vice presiden-
tial election, necessitated due
to the resignation of Jagdeep
Dhankhar from the post.

The vice president of In-
dia is elected by an Electoral
College comprising the elect-
ed members and nominated
members of the Rajya Sabha
and the elected members of
the Lok Sabha.

In a statement, the poll
authority said it has finalized
the Electoral College list for
the Vice Presidential Elec-
tion, 2025.

The Electoral College list
will be available for purchase
at a counter set up in the Elec-
tion Commission office from
the date of notification, which
islikely to be announced soon,
the poll body said.

Dhankhar resigned as
vice president on July 21, a lit-
tle more than two years ahead
of the end of his tenure.
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(From the left) Former BJP MP Pragya Thakur, Lt Col Purohit, Sameer Kulkarni, Major Upadhyay & Ajay Rahirkall
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All Accused Acquitted In
2008 Malegaon Blast Case

Press Trust Of India

Mumbai, Jul 31 : Nearly 17 years
after a blast in Malegaon town of
north Maharashtra claimed six
lives, a special court in Mumbai
on Thursday acquitted all the
seven accused, including former
BJP MP Pragya Singh Thakur
and Lt Col Prasad Purohit, noting
there was "no reliable and cogent
evidence" against them.

Terrorism has no religion,
the court said, adding it cannot
convict on mere perception.

Thakur and Purohit hailed
the court's order. Thakur said
the acquittal was not just a win
for her, but for "bhagwa" (saf-
fron), as their acquittal rekindled
the ‘'saffron terror' narrative
buzz. “Bhagwa ki vijay hui hai,”
Thakur said.

Welcoming the court verdict,
the BJP said the Congress manu-
factured the theory of "Hindu ter-
ror" when in power to stop the
rise of Narendra Modi, the then
Gujarat chief minister, to appease
its Muslim voters.

Reacting to the court verdict,
Maharashtra Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis said "terrorism was
never saffron and will never be".

AIMIM leader Imtiaz Jaleel
demanded that the state govern-
ment challenge the acquittal.
There is no word yet from any gov-
ernment functionary on this issue.

Shiv Sena MP Shrikant
Shinde said the court verdict
was a slap on the face of the Con-
gress, and demanded an apology
from the party for its "saffron
terror" narrative.

Terrorism should not be associ-
ated with any religion and no faith

advocates violence, senior Congress
leader Digvijay Singh said.

Thakur said her life was ru-
ined for the past 17 years, and that
God will punish those who tried
to insult "bhagwa".

An explosive device strapped
to a motorcycle went off near a
mosque in Malegaon town, lo-
cated about 200 km from Mumbai,
on September 29, 2008 killing six
persons and injuring 101 others.

The court noted that the pros-
ecution failed to prove the motor-
cycle that allegedly triggered the
blasts belonged to Thakur.

The court also observed that
while the prosecution had proven
a bomb blast did occur, it failed to
establish that the explosive was
planted on the motorbike.

Special Judge A K Lahoti,
assigned to hear cases of the Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NTA)
here, flagged several loopholes in
the prosecution's case and the in-
vestigation carried out, and said
the accused persons deserved the
benefit of doubt.

Besides Thakur and Purohit,
the accused included Major Ramesh
Upadhyay (Retd), Ajay Rahirkar,
Sudhakar Dwivedi, Sudhakar
Chaturvedi and Sameer Kulkarni.

After the court acquitted
them, the seven accused looked
relieved with smiles on their
faces. They thanked the judge and
their lawyers.

The court while reading out
the judgment said there was no "re-
liable and cogent" evidence to prove
the case beyond reasonable doubt.

"Mere suspicion cannot take
the place of real proof," the court
said, adding that in the absence
of any evidence, the accused per-

sons deserve the benefit of doubt.

"The overall evidence does
not inspire confidence in the
court to convict the accused.
There is no reliable and cogent
evidence to warrant conviction,"
the judge said while reading out
the judgment.

The court also said provi-
sions of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) were
not applicable to the case.

The court said it was not es-
tablished that the motorbike used
in the blast was registered in the
name of Thakur, as claimed by
the prosecution.

It has also not been estab-
lished that the blast was carried
out by the bomb allegedly planted
on the bike, the court said.

The court directed the gov-
ernment to pay a compensation of
Rs two lakh each to families of the
six dead persons and Rs 50,000 to
each of the 101 persons injured in
the blast.

“We were shocked after the
verdict came. People who died did
not get justice,” said Firoz Ahmed
Azmi, who said he fought for jus-
tice in the Malegaon blast case.

Before the verdict was an-
nounced, the seven accused, all
out on bail, arrived at the sessions
court in south Mumbai which was
barricaded amid heavy security.

All the accused were charged
for committing a terrorist act un-
der provisions of the UAPA and
relevant sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Arms Act.

The prosecution's claim was
that the blast was orchestrated by
right wing extremists with an in-
tention to terrorise the local Mus-
lim community.

CBSE Amends Affiliation
Norms, Built-Up Area Key Now

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) has
amended its affiliation bye-laws to
mandate that the maximum num-
ber of sections in a school will be
permitted based on the total built-
up carpet area of the school build-
ing, according to officials.

The board has also decided
that schools shall be allowed an
equal number of sections at the
secondary level and at the senior
secondary level.

"The board has been receiv-
ing feedback from the schools and
stakeholders that there are areas
where there is an acute shortage of
land availability, due to which, at
times, the schools face functional
difficulties in increasing addi-
tional sections beyond the permis-
sible limit, even when there is a
demand for new admissions.

"The schools also find it dif-
ficult to meet the section student
ratio of 1:40 with pressure for
new admissions, but are unable
to add additional sections due to
the limit of permissible sections

as per land criteria," said CBSE
Secretary Himanshu Gupta.

Gupta said that the board has
now decided that the maximum
number of sections in a school
will be permitted based on the
total built-up carpet area of the
school building.

"The built-up carpet area
of the school building has to be
certified by the local body or a
licensed architect, or as the case
may be. The land area shall be
utilised only for the purpose of de-
ciding the category of the schools-
-Branch School, Middle Level
School, Secondary Level and Se-
nior Secondary Level as per affili-
ation bye-laws," he said.

"The school shall be allowed
an equal number of sections at
secondary level and at senior sec-
ondary level. The total number of
sections permitted at secondary
level -- class 9 and 10 and at senior
secondary level-class 11 and 12,
shall be restricted at each level
to one-fourth of the total number
of sections running in the school
from Balvatika to class 10 and 12,"
he said.

8 Air Accidents Killed 274
This Year: Govt

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government
on Thursday said there have
been eight air accidents that
killed 274 people in the country
so far this year.

Apart from the Air India
plane crash on June 12 that killed
260 people, there were three train-
ee aircraft accidents and four he-
licopter accidents.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol told
the Lok Sabha that the cause of
these accidents is under probe by
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB).

"There have been a total of 08
accidents (involving 1 scheduled
aircraft, 3 trainee aircraft and 4
helicopters) reported in the year
2025 (till date)," he said in a writ-
ten reply.

On April 22, one person was
killed in a helicopter accident
in Gujarat, while on May 8, six
people died in a chopper crash in
Uttarakhand.

In another helicopter acci-
dent in Uttarakhand, seven peo-
ple were killed on June 15.

As many as 84 people were
injured in the eight accidents,
including 81 persons in the Air
India plane crash.

There have

been a total of 08
accidents (involving 1
scheduled aircraft, 3
trainee aircraft and 4
helicopters) reported in
the year 2025 (till
date),"

In a separate written reply,
Mohol said a total of 18 accidents
involving Indian civil registered
scheduled aircraft have been re-
ported from 2015 till date.

"Payment of compensation
to the passenger or next of kin in
case of death or bodily injury to
the passenger, caused by air ac-
cident /incident is governed by
the provisions of Carriage by Air
Act, 1972.

"India has ratified the Mon-
treal Convention, 1999 by making
amendments to the Carriage by
Air Act, 1972 in 2009.

As per the said act, the liabil-
ity of payment of compensation
in case of death, delay, damage or
loss to persons, baggage or cargo
for international carriage, is of
the carriers," Mohol said.

First Major Issue Whether Rohingyas Refugees Or Illegal Entrants: SC

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Supreme Court on Thursday
said the first major issue to be dealt with in
cases concerning Rohingyas is whether they
are refugees or illegal entrants.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant, Dipan-
kar Datta and N Kotiswar Singh said once
that is decided, the other issues might be
consequential.

The court observed this while hearing
a batch of pleas concerning Rohingyas in
the country.

“The first major issue is simple, are
they refugees or illegal entrants,” Justice
Kant observed.

The bench took note of the broad issues

that arise for its consideration in the pleas
relating to Rohingyas.

“Whether the Rohingyas are entitled to
be declared as refugees? If so, what protec-
tions, privileges or rights they are entitled
to?” the bench said.

It said the second issue is if the Ro-
hingyas are not refugees and are illegal
entrants, whether the action of the Centre
and states in deporting them was justified.

“Even if the Rohingyas have been held to
be illegal entrants, can they be detained indef-
initely or they are entitled to be released on
bail, subject to such conditions as the court
may deem fit to be imposed?” it asked.

The court said the other issue raised
in the petitions is whether the Rohingyas,
who have not been detained and are living

in refugee camps, have been provided basic
amenities like drinking water, sanitation
and education.

“If the Rohingyas are illegal entrants,
whether the Government of India and the
states are obligated to deport them in accor-
dance with law,” it noted.

The bench segregated the pleas in
three groups — one relating to Rohingyas,
another not pertaining to the issue of Ro-
hingyas and one plea that it said pertains
to a different matter altogether.

It said the three groups of matters would
be determined separately and it would fix
those for hearing on consecutive Wednesdays.

The bench indicated that on the point
of those who were found to be illegal en-
trants and on the question of the State’s

responsibility to deport them, it could only
lay down the principles.

During the hearing, the bench asked
why these petitions were tagged for hearing.

The counsel appearing for the petition-
ers said there were overlapping issues in
the pleas and one of the core issues per-
tained to the detention of Rohingyas.

One of the lawyers said the Rohingyas
cannot be detained indefinitely.

On May 16, the apex court had rapped
some petitioners who had claimed that
43 Rohingya refugees, including women
and children, were dropped in the An-
daman sea for deportation to Myanmar
and said “when the country is passing
through a difficult time, you come out
with fanciful ideas”.
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Delhi Man Steals Rs 8 Lakh From Employers
Shop To Buy iPhone, Branded Clothes

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a 24-year-old man who allegedly stole
Rs 8 1akh from a car accessories shop in
Delhi's Karol Bagh area, officials said on
Thursday.

The accused purchased an ex-
pensive iPhone, a foldable phone and
branded clothes from the stolen money,
an official said on Thursday.

The accused, identified as Gaurav
Soni, a resident of Kanpur in Uttar
Pradesh, had used duplicate keys to ac-
cess the shop.

"The incident came to light on July
21 when the shop owner lodged a com-
plaint with the Karol Bagh police al-
leging that Rs 8 lakh in cash had been
stolen from the premises. Based on the
complaint, an FIR was registered," Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police (Central)
Nidhin Valsan said.

é®

Raids were
conducted in Gorakhpur
and Kanpur, eventually
leading to the apprehension
of the accused from Yashoda
Nagar in Kanpur. During
interrogation, Soni confessed
to the theft and disclosed
that he had hidden the
stolen cashin an almirah at
his residence

A police team was formed to trace
the suspect. The team checked CCTV
footage from multiple locations, and
digital footprints were followed to zero

in on Soni's location.

"Raids were conducted in Gorakh-
pur and Kanpur, eventually leading to
the apprehension of the accused from
Yashoda Nagar in Kanpur. During in-
terrogation, Soni confessed to the theft
and disclosed that he had hidden the
stolen cash in an almirah at his resi-
dence," said the DCP.

A total of Rs 5.5 lakh in cash, an
iPhone worth Rs 1.5 lakh, and a Motor-
ola foldable mobile phone were recov-
ered from his possession, police said.

Soni had already spent about Rs 1
lakh on clothes, accessories and a lav-
ish lifestyle, police said.

"Soni was employed at the Karol
Bagh shop where he committed the
theft. He had allegedly planned the
act in advance and procured duplicate
keys to gain access to the shop outside
business hours," said the officer.

Further investigation into the mat-
ter is underway, he added.

Teacher's Tip-Off Saves 13-Year-Old
Bride in Telangana

Trans Asia News

13-year-old girl from Ranga Reddy district

in the southern Indian state of Telangana

has been rescued from an illegal child

marriage after her schoolteacher report-
ed the incident to local authorities, according to an
NDTYV report.

The girl, a Class 8 student, was reportedly mar-
ried off on May 28 to a 40-year-old married man, iden-
tified as Srinivas Goud, from Kandiwada village.

The marriage came to light when the girl confided
in her teacher, who promptly informed district tahsil-

The man, the gilrl’s mother, the mediator, a priest who conducted
the ceremony, and the man's wife have all been booked under the
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act.

dar Rajeshwar and police inspector Prasad.

Mother and others booked

“The girl lives with her mother and brother.
Her mother had informed their landlord that she
intended to marry off her daughter. A mediator
then arranged the match with the 40-year-old man,
and the marriage took place in May,” said the po-
lice inspector.

The man, the girl’s mother, the mediator, a
priest who conducted the ceremony, and the man's
wife have all been booked under the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act.

Girl in safe custody, counselling underway

The minor has been placed in a Sakhi Centre
for care and counselling. District Child Protection
Officer Prawin Kumar said that the girl and the
man had reportedly been cohabiting for nearly
two months.

“If the girl was subjected to sexual activity, a
case under the POCSO Act will be filed,” Kumar
said. Engaging in sexual relations with a minor
constitutes a criminal offence under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
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‘17% Students Engage With
Family Work Post Matriculation’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In Jammu and
Kashmir at least 17 percent of
students engage in family work
after completing 10th standard,
reveals a report of Ministry of
Education (MoE).

Stating the status of ‘students
outside the educational system’
the report said that, “Students
exit the education system after
Grade 10 because of different
reasons like taking up a job, do-
ing an apprenticeship, repeat-
ing the grade, and participating
in family work.”

It also said that the schools
reported the exit of students
through percentages (0-25 per-
cent, 26-50 percent, 51-75 per-
cent, 76-100 percent.

The MoE has taken a 50
benchmark to identify gaps in
the system.

“Aspects that schools report-
ed as 51-75 percent or 76-100
percent are considered as areas
needing targeted interventions
to reduce the percentage of
students exiting the education
system,” it reads.

According to KNO, the report
states that 13 percent students
were taking up a job immedi-
ately after completing Grade
X and 7 percent students were
repeating the grade.

It also states that 17 percent
of students were getting en-
gaged in family work after com-
pleting Grade.

The report further reveals
that 51 percent schools were
offering career guidance for
students in higher grades.

“Some students were report-
ed to leave the formal education
system after completing Grade
X, either for employment or to
support family work,” it reads.

It also states that a small per-
centage were reported to repeat
the grade. Career guidance ser-
vices were available in a little
over half the schools, which can
play a significant role in helping
students make informed deci-
sions about their future.

“Expanding access to struc-
tured career counselling and
support can help reduce drop-
out risks and promote continued
education,” reads the report.

Indian Army Dedicates School
Infrastructure At Pinewood School

R 2

Observer News Service

POONCH: As part of its ongoing
commitment to nation building
and community outreach, the
Indian Army in collaboration
with Adani Foundation, J&K
Bank, JSW Group & Allen In-
stitute formally dedicated the
modern infrastructure which
included a state of art Auditori-
um with seating capacity of 510
at Pinewood School, Hamirpur
to the local population focus-
ing on modern & quality in-
frastructure for education of
children residing in remote lo-
cations near Line of Control.
The auditorium was inau-
gurated by GOC, Ace of Spades
Division in the presence of cor-
porate representatives, senior
Army officers, officials from
the civil administration, local
sarpanches, parents & students.
The construction of the Audito-
rium by Adani Foundation, of-
fers dedicated space for cultural
and academic activities for the
students of PWS, Hamirpur.
The event also marked provi-
sioning of one school bus by J&K
Bank and two school buses by
JSW Group aimed at improving
student accessibility and daily
school commute. The buses
were handed over by respective
corporate representatives to
the school administration. To
ensure the future of children in

senior classes, Indian Army col-
laborated with Allen Coaching
Institute, Kota who have gra-
ciously adopted students from
class IX to XII to provide them
quality education & coaching
for competitive examinations
such as NEET. The coaching is
being imparted through on-
line mode at Pinewood School,
Hamirpur free of cost.

The Indian Army’s deep com-
mitment to holistic develop-
ment of our border regions was
witnessed in its proactive en-
gagement with various corpo-
rate houses to bring these proj-
ects under CSR initiative. This
collaboration between Indian
Army & Corporate entities is a
prime example of PPP model,
wherein both Indian Army &
Private Sectors have pitched in
developing remote areas close
to Line of Control. Today’s in-
auguration was in continua-
tion to many infrastructure
upgrades to classrooms and
facilities, aimed at enhancing
the quality of education being
carried out by the Indian Army
at Pinewood School, Hamirpur.
A Sapling Plantation Drive was
also organized on the school
campus with participation
from students, Army person-
nel, corporate representatives
and local community members,
reinforcing the importance of
environmental stewardship.

Under CSR, J&K Bank Provides

Bus'To Pine\_yood c_hpo

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Reaffirming its
commitment to social respon-
sibility and community devel-
opment, J&K Bank donated a
42-seater school bus to Pine-
wood School at Hamirpur,
Balakote in Rajouri- an educa-
tional institution managed by
the Indian Army. The initiative
aims to ease the commute of
children residing in the remote
border villages of Balakote Sec-
tor and enhance their access to
quality education.

In a special ceremony held at
the school premises, Bank’s Zon-
al Head (Rajouri) Satish Kumar
formally handed over the bus to
GOC 25 DIV (Rajouri) Major Gen-
eral Koshik Mukherji in pres-
ence of Colonel Sambhav Sagar,
Principal Pinewood School Dr.
Deepak Bakshi and other officers
of the Indian Army. Bank’s AGM
& Cluster Head (Poonch) Aehajaz
Ahmed, AGM Sanjeev Kumar
Datta, Branch Head (Balakote)

Sahil Gupta and other officers
from the Bank were also present
during the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, Zon-
al Head Satish Kumar said, “At
J&K Bank, we believe meaningful
CSR is about making a real dif-
ference in the lives of those who
need it the most. Institutions
like Pinewood School that serve
students from far-flung border
areas are engaged in a very noble
mission of educating children.
Through this contribution, we
aim to support their noble efforts
in ensuring educational access
and empowerment.”

Commending the Bank for
the thoughtful initiative, Major
General Koshik Mukherji ex-
pressed gratitude on behalf of
the Indian Army and the school.
“This generous donation from
J&K Bank will go a long way
in improving the daily lives of
students and stands as a fine
example of how community
partnerships can create lasting
impact,” he said.

Warwan Valley: Hidden
Paradise Craving
Development, Connectivity

Locals Demand Tunnels, Internet, Basic Infrastructure To
Unlock Its Tourism Potential

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Located deep
within the Marwah sub-di-
vision of Kishtwar district,
Warwan Valley is a breath-
taking region of unmatched
natural beauty and immense
untapped tourism potential.

Surrounded by snow-capped
peaks, dense forests, glacial
streams, and lush meadows,
the valley could easily become
a premier tourist destination.
Yet, despite its scenic splen-
dour, Warwan remains one of
the most neglected areas in the
Union Territory.

Situated at an altitude of over
7,000 feet, the Marwah-Warwan
belt comprises approximately 15
villages, home to nearly 60,000
residents. For more than four to
six months each year, the entire
region is cut off from the rest of
the world due to heavy snowfall
and the absence of all-weather
road connectivity.

“From December to April, we
are completely disconnected.
We have to stock essentials in
advance to survive the win-
ter,” Mohammad Altaf, a resi-
dent of Afti village in Warwan,
said. “Even during summer, the
road to Anantnag is extremely
dangerous and riddled with
potholes. To reach our district
headquarters in Kishtwar, we
first have to travel via Anantnag
through Margan Top and then
circle back. It’s both ironic and
frustrating.”

Residents allege that continu-
ous administrative neglect has
pushed the region into a state
of helplessness. They said basic
facilities such as internet con-
nectivity, healthcare, education,
and mobile network services
are either absent or extremely
weak.

Travelling to Kishtwar is a
daunting task for locals. Shaista

Begum, a college student from
the area who travels to Anant-
nag in winters to pursue her
studies, lamented, “There is no
reliable mobile network. You
have to walk to a specific spot to
make a call. As for the internet, it
doesn’t exist here.”

Despite  these  hardships,
tourists and trekkers who visit
Warwan describe it as “Kash-
mir’s hidden gem”. Surrounded
by majestic Himalayan ranges
and traversed by the Marusudar
River, a tributary of the Chenab,
the valley boasts picturesque
meadows and trails ideal for ad-
venture tourism.

“This place is even more
beautiful than Pahalgam or Gul-
marg,” said Rayees Ahmed, a na-
ture photographer who visited
last year. “But no one comes here
because there are no hotels, no
internet, and the roads are too
risky. It has everything to be-
come a tourist hotspot, yet it has
been left behind.”

Waqar Fayaz, a social activ-
ist from Shopian who recently
visited Warwan, described it as
“a true paradise, more beautiful
than Pahalgam and Gulmarg”.
He said the area has a vast space
available for tourism infrastruc-
ture that remains unutilised.

People from across Kashmir
have been visiting Warwan for
camping and exploration, but

the region lacks basic amenities
like bathrooms and other infra-
structure, Fayaz added.

The local population has been
demanding the construction of
two tunnels: one connecting
Marwah to Kishtwar and the
other linking Warwan to Dard-
pora, Anantnag. These tunnels
would drastically reduce travel
time, ensure all-weather con-
nectivity, and better integrate
Warwan with the rest of Jammu
and Kashmir, locals said.

“In every election, we are
promised tunnels and develop-
ment, but nothing happens,”
said Abdul Jabbar, a retired
teacher from Basmani village. “If
this were another place, projects
would have started long ago. We
are made to feel like second-
class citizens.”

The absence of basic services,
especially quality education
and employment opportunities,
has led to a steady migration of
youth to towns like Anantnag,
Doda, and Kishtwar. “I left my
village three years ago because
there are no proper educational
facilities or job opportunities,”
said Shabir Dar, now living in
Anantnag.

The residents have sought the
attention of Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha and Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah to address
these issues—(KNO)

Zojila Tunnel Completion Pushed To 2028: Govt

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Zojila Tunnel
project in Jammu and Kash-
mir, which aims to provide all-
weather connectivity between
Srinagar and Leh, is now ex-
pected to be completed by
February 2028, Union Minister
for Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin Gadkari informed
the Lok Sabha on Thursday.
Responding to a question by
Ganderbal MP Mian Altaf Ah-
mad, Gadkari said the initial
deadline for the project was
September 29, 2026. However,
delays caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, a terrorist attack at
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the nearby Sonamarg Tunnel
Project and extreme weather
conditions have pushed the
completion date further.

The tunnel, which is be-
ing executed by the National
Highways Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation Limit-

T

ed (NHIDCL), has achieved 64%
physical progress as of now.

The total estimated cost of the
project is Rs 6,809 crore, out of
which Rs 3,934.42 crore has been
spent so far, the minister stated.
A total of 1,141 workers are cur-
rently employed in the project.
Of these, 77% are from the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,
and 28% of the workforce is spe-
cifically from Ganderbal district,
where the project is located.

The Zojila Tunnel, once com-
pleted, will significantly im-
prove connectivity to Ladakh
and is considered a strategic
infrastructure initiative by the
central government.

‘Zero Power Deficit During Peak
Summers For 3rd Consecutive

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a major achieve-
ment, the Union Ministry of
Power Thursday said that J&K
has maintained 100 percent
electricity availability during
the peak summer months—
from April to June for the third
consecutive year.

This marks a dramatic im-
provement from the acute
power deficits recorded in pre-
vious years, particularly 2020.

According to a written reply
to Unstarred Question in the
Rajya Sabha by Minister of State
for Power, Shripad Naik said that
J&K has successfully met its en-
tire electricity peak demand in
the months of April to June for
the past three years, reversing
the worrying trend seen earlier
in 2020 and 2021.

As per KNO, during the sum-
mer months of April to June
2020, Jammu and Kashmir faced
asignificant electricity shortage.
The peak demand stood at 2,940
MW, but only 2,352 MW could
be supplied, resulting in a deficit
of 588 MW, which translated to
a 20 percent shortfall in meeting
the region's power needs.

In the following year, 2021, the
situation improved moderately.
The peak electricity demand in-
creased slightly to 3,018 MW, of
which 2,668 MW was met. This
left a deficit of 350 MW, equiva-
lent to a shortfall of 11.6%.

By 2022, Jammu and Kashmir
achieved a remarkable turn-
around. For the first time in the
five-year period, the entire peak
demand of 2,723 MW during the
April to June period was fully met,
resulting in zero power deficit.

This positive trend contin-
ued into 2023, when the region
recorded a peak demand of
2,890 MW, all of which was suc-
cessfully supplied without any
shortage.

In 2024, the upward momen-
tum was maintained. Jammu
and Kashmir’s peak summer de-
mand rose slightly to 2,924 MW,
yet the entire requirement was
met, reaffirming the region’s
improved electricity manage-
ment and supply capabilities.

As per the latest figures for
2025 (up to June), the Union Ter-
ritory has sustained this perfor-
mance, meeting its entire peak
demand of 2,906 MW with no

Year’

reported deficit, marking three
consecutive years of 100% power
availability during the summer
peak period. The sharp decline in
the demand-supply gap is being
seen as a reflection of infrastruc-
ture upgrades, better resource
planning, and central support
through power allocation from
Central Generating Stations.

Officialsattribute thisachieve-
ment to continued support from
the Union Government, which
has implemented key reforms
in grid management, enhanced
hydroelectric generation sched-
ules, and facilitated participation
in the Real-Time Market (RTM)
for electricity. These measures
have collectively played a crucial
role in maintaining uninterrupt-
ed power supply during peak
summer demand.

In contrast, states such as
Kerala and Jharkhand have con-
tinued to experience electricity
shortfalls during the same pe-
riod. Jammu and Kashmir’s con-
sistent zero-deficit record stands
out as a noteworthy example of
effective power sector planning,
especially considering its diffi-
cult terrain and historically com-
plex grid infrastructure,

The uninterrupted power
availability is also seen as a cata-
lyst for growth in key sectors
like industry and tourism, both
of which rely heavily on stable
and reliable electricity to func-
tion efficiently.

J&K, Ladakh To Get 677 New

Petrol Pumps

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu & Kashmir,
along with Ladakh, will see
the addition of 677 new petrol
pumps as part of a large-scale
expansion by Public Sector Oil
Marketing Companies (PSU
OMCs), according to a written
reply tabled in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday.

Minister of State for Petro-
leum and Natural Gas, Suresh
Gopi, as reported by KNO said
the selection and setup of new
retail outlets are being carried
out based on field feasibility, de-
mand potential, and transpar-
ent dealer selection processes.

As per the government data,
643 new petrol pump loca-
tions have been identified and
advertised in Jammu and Kash-
mir, while 34 are planned for
the Union Territory of Ladakh.
These outlets are part of the
49,964 dealership slots adver-
tised nationwide in June and
July 2023. So far, Letters of In-
tent (Lols) have been issued for
over 23,000 of these locations,
with more than 5,200 petrol
pumps already operational as
of July 1, 2025.

The ministry clarified that
the process is being handled
solely by PSU OMCs through
online systems involving draws
of lots or bidding to ensure
transparency. The selection is

based on eligibility criteria out-
lined under dealership selec-
tion guidelines.

The government said the
total PSU OMC network in
the country currently stands
at 88,526 outlets, including
25,705 in rural and remote
areas. However, 3,095 outlets
across India remain tempo-
rarily non-operational due
to various reasons, including
financial constraints, legal
disputes, and low sales. At
present, there are no plans to
repurpose these sites.

The expansion aims to en-
hance fuel accessibility, espe-
cially in rural and underserved
regions such as parts of Jammu,
Kashmir Valley, Kargil, and Leh.

Govt Teacher, 3 Others Booked For
Fake Torture Claims In Rajouri

Press Trust Of India

RAJOURIJJAMMU: Police on
Thursday booked four individu-
als, including a government
teacher, for allegedly fabricat-
ing a false narrative of police
torture and spreading misinfor-
mation through social media in
Jammu and Kashmir's Rajouri
district, officials said.

The case pertains to a photo-
graph that recently went viral,
showing a man — identified
as Mohammad Arif of Gundi
in Khawas — with what ap-
peared to be blood on his chin
and around his mouth. It was
claimed that he had been bru-
tally beaten at the Khawas po-
lice post in Rajouri, resulting in
serious injuries and the break-
ing of three teeth, they said.

Taking the matter seriously,

the police launched an
investigation.
Budhal Superintendent of

Police (Operations) Wajahat

Hussain was appointed as the
inquiry officer to thoroughly
examine the allegations, they
said.

According to police officials,
the probe revealed that the en-
tire story was fabricated. "Not
only was the torture claim
found to be false but it was also
discovered that a colouring
agent had been applied to Arif's
face to mimic blood stains and
injuries, in an apparent attempt
to mislead the public."

Following the inquiry, an
FIR was registered against four
people at Budhal police station
under relevant legal sections.

The four individuals, includ-
ing Arif, booked in the case
have been identified as Sarfaraz
Ahmed, Shakil Ahmed and Mo-
hammad Ashraf (a government
teacher), all residents of Gundi
in Khawas tehsil. The police
said further legal action and in-
vestigation are underway to en-
sure accountability in the case.

IUST Promotes Innovation &
Employability Through Hackathon

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: With the aim
to promote innovation and en-
hance industry-academia col-
laboration, the Islamic Univer-
sity of Science and Technology
(IUST) hosted a 24-hour Hack-
athon from July 31 to August 1,
2025. The event was organized
by the Centre for Career Coun-
selling and Placements (3CP@
IUST), under the Office of Dean
Outreach, in collaboration with
Peoplel0 Technologies Inc., a
US-based technology solutions
company.

Exclusively designed for
BTech Computer Science and

Engineering students of the
university, the Hackathon
brought together four student
teams who worked intensively
on real-world problem state-
ments provided by the industry
partner. The initiative aimed to
nurture problem-solving abili-
ties, encourage teamwork, and
provide students with hands-
on industry exposure.

The event was coordinated
by Mr. Basharat Masoodi,
Placement Officer IUST, and
was attended by Dean Out-
reach, (Head, 3CP), Head, De-
partment of Computer Science
and Engineering), and (AR-
Research).

Ref:

Department.
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Burdened By EMIs

re young Kashmiri government employees
falling into debt trap, in pursuit of what
they believe to be a wise, early investment
into buying a house for themselves? A re-
port in this newspaper cites examples of the young
employees locked into decades-long housing loans.

At first glance, housing loans seem like a win-win:
Tax exemptions, bank incentives, and the cultural
prestige of homeownership combine to create a pow-
erful lure. Initially, it appears like you have to pay a
modest EMI for a lifetime asset, but beneath this op-
timism lies a more sobering reality. For example, a
housing loan of Rs 40-50 lakhs translates into EMIs
of Rs 35,000-40,000 per month. This is nearly half the
take-home pay of a mid-level government employee.
And during the first several years, those payments
go mostly toward interest, not the principal. As time
passes, and the interest accumulates, the EMI keep
nibbling away at the salary and savings.

One of the major factors behind this debt trap are
the cultural expectations. In the Valley, , owning a
home has become a status symbol. It is like a rite of pas-
sage, amarker of responsibility and success. This social
pressure often overrides rational planning. Houses are
built for future generations rather than present needs,
grand in structure, which make little financial sense.

Financial literacy is the missing link here. Young
employees are rarely taught about opportunity cost,
how a portion of their loan amount could have been
used to start a small business, invest in higher edu-
cation, or build diversified savings. There are some
good examples too quoted in our story. Many people
who delayed their home loan and instead built a busi-
ness, find themselves better placed. That’s the kind of
planning we need more of.

It’s time we shift the conversation around loans
from tax saving to long-term value.A home should
make us secure, not financially vulnerable. So, one
thing that people in the Valley need is financial lit-
eracy, more so the government employees. And this
shouldn’t just be about constructing a house on loan
but managing finances as a whole. The people need
to know that investing in businesses at a younger
age is more productive than investing in a house. Or
for that matter, investing in mutual funds and the al-
lied financial products is a better long-term financial
strategy than depositing money in banks.
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CASH COURSE
Read This Before You Buy Auglhing

Rethink That Car Loan

Smart money choices start with
asking: is the loan really worth it?

Irshad Mushtaq

inancial mistakes come at a high cost in Kashmir, where
jobs are scarce and incomes modest. Yet many rush into
car loans, drawn by status or impulse, without weighing
the long-term hit.

Banks thrive on interest gaps, offering 5% on savings and
charging 10% or more on loans. It’s profit for them, pressure for
you.

A car loses over 70% of its value in ten years, yet many sign
up for loans lasting five to seven years. By the time the car ages,
the debt often lingers.

These decisions can backfire in a region already facing eco-
nomic strain. A flashy car may feel like progress, but it’s often a
costly distraction. Before borrowing, ask: Do I need this? Can I
manage without it?

Too often, people ignore what they already have - savings, as-
sets, stability - and opt for loans that bring short-term joy and
long-term stress. And when trouble hits, there’s little safety net.

Financial discipline is about respect for your work, money,
and future. With basic online tools, anyone can calculate risks.
Yet the real change comes from within, from resisting trends and
choosing what truly matters.

Wise financial choices are no longer optional in the valley.
They’re essential. Choose needs over wants. Protect what you've
built. A car might turn heads, but debt can break backs.

The author is a Srinagar-based reputed financial advisor.

Amaar Mir

‘Women in
Kashmir face
enough challenges:
limited resources,
stigma around
reproductive health,
long distances to
reach hospitals.
They shouldn’t have
to fear humiliation
in the place they go
to give birth.

When Doctors
Become Vloggers

The secret filming of patients during labour at LD Hospital Is
a shameful breach of medical and moral trust.

abour rooms are meant to

be safe spaces. It’s where

women go through some of

the hardest hours of their
lives. They trust doctors and nurses
to care not just for their bodies, but
their dignity too.

At LD Hospital in Srinagar, that
trust was broken.

Videos of women in their most
vulnerable moments were posted
on social media by some medicos, as
if they were part of a reality show.

Beyond thoughtless behaviour,
this is a deep, deliberate violation.
It shows how far some have drifted
from the values that medicine is
supposed to uphold.

Kashmir is a region already
strained when it comes to health-
care access. Many women in rural
districts rely on overstretched pub-
lic hospitals.

LD Hospital, one of the largest
maternity centers in the valley,
sees thousands of births each year.
For most patients, especially those
from modest backgrounds, this is
the only place they can afford.

But what should have been a
safe medical experience has now
become a source of shame.

These women didn’t sign up
to become content for strangers’
phone screens. They came for care,
help, and dignity.

Filming someone without per-
mission is wrong. Doing so in a
hospital, during childbirth, crosses
into cruelty. Nothing about it was
clinical. It was a breach, private
pain turned into public content.

There’s a word in Islamic teach-
ings that defines a woman’s body:
awrah. It means something private,
and sacred.

Our religious ethics teach us to
guard dignity (karamah), preserve
privacy (satr), and remain account-
able (hisab). That’s especially true
in medicine.

The  Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) advised that even in medi-
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Hospitals in
Kashmir need

to take urgent
steps. Clear
rules must be
set about phone
usage in labour
rooms. Recording
without written
consent must
be banned and
punished.

cal care, exposure should be limited
and, where possible, handled by
someone of the same gender.

Filming women during child-
birth without consent breaks every
one of those principles. It’s a betray-
al of trust, faith, and law.

And yet, in some hospital corri-
dors, we’re seeing a shift.

Young medics, instead of fo-
cusing on empathy and ethics, are
seeking viral fame. Smartphones
have become tools of distraction.
The white coat, once worn with rev-
erence, is being worn for visibility.

That change is dangerous.

Patients, especially women

in labour, are at the mercy of the
people around them. They rely on
caregivers to offer more than just
medical support. They need re-
spect, compassion, and a sense that
they are safe.

When hospitals fail to guaran-
tee that, they fail their core mission.

Consent isn’t complicated. You
don’t record someone in pain with-
out asking. You don’t trade their
privacy for popularity.

Hospitals in Kashmir need to
take urgent steps. Clear rules must
be set about phone usage in labour
rooms. Recording without written
consent must be banned and pun-
ished. Oversight should be strict,
especially in maternity wards
where emotional and physical vul-
nerability is at its highest.

We also need to rethink staffing.

When possible, labour wards
should be staffed by female profes-
sionals. It’s not just a religious con-
cern. It’s about comfort.

A woman in labour shouldn’t
have to endure the additional stress
of male eyes, especially in a society
where modesty matters deeply.

This is about culture, ethics,
and humanity.

Women in Kashmir face
enough challenges: limited re-
sources, stigma around reproduc-
tive health, long distances to reach
hospitals. They shouldn’t have to
fear humiliation in the place they
go to give birth.

What happened at LD Hospi-
tal wasn’t a slip. It was a choice, to
film, share, and shame.

The medical community in
Kashmir, and across India, must
decide what type of care it wants
to stand for. The one that heals, or
humiliates?

The line between the two is
clear. And women deserve to know
which side their doctors are on.

The author can be reached at
amaarmir77@gmail.com.
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1,200 Kilos of Rotten Meat: What

he seizure of 1,200 kilos of

rotting meat in Srinagar is a

warning to every Kashmiri

who eats, cooks, or serves
food. This foul and frozen filth nearly
reached local markets and dinner
plates before enforcement officers
stepped in and destroyed it on Thurs-
day afternoon.

Clearly, Kashmir is seeing a food
safety breakdown. From street ven-
dors to popular restaurants, hygiene
has slipped into the background. The
rush to meet growing demand, espe-
cially from tourists, has outpaced the
system meant to regulate it. Walk
through any bazaar and it’s clear: the
basics are being ignored.

Meat hangs in the open under
dusty tarpaulins. Raw chicken lies
uncovered, feet from open drains.
Sweet trays are left exposed to flies.
Food is sold near garbage dumps.

Vendors touch raw and cooked items
without washing hands. None of this
is rare. It’s the daily scene.

And the consequences are al-
ready here.

Hospitals are treating more cases
of foodborne illness. Doctors report
rising stomach infections, fevers, and
drug-resistant bacteria.

The poor suffer the most. Fami-
lies without access to private care
are stuck waiting in overcrowded
government hospitals, often without
a clear diagnosis.

Bad food has become a public
burden. What’s worse is how casual-
ly this risk is being allowed to grow.
Food inspection isn’t consistent. Li-
censes aren’t verified. Storage stan-
dards are overlooked.

In many districts, health officials
act only during festivals or when
there’s public outrage. That’s too lit-

tle, too late.

The spread of eateries and dha-
bas, especially in tourist hubs like
Pahalgam, Gulmarg, or Srinagar’s
old city, has brought economic gains.
But what’s served on those plates is
often unchecked.

Without regular enforcement,
food becomes a gamble. And no one
should have to gamble with what
they eat.

Spoiled meat, reused oil, unclean
kitchens are symptoms of a system
with weak controls and little fear of
being caught. Most violations go un-
noticed. Even when raids happen,
fines are light and closures are tem-
porary. There’s no deterrent.

This is where the government
must step in with clarity and consis-
tency. Food safety inspections should
be routine, visible, and followed up.
Cold chains must be verified, es-

Are Kashmiris Really Eating?

pecially for meat, dairy, and fish.
Hygiene logs should be made pub-
lic. Food licenses must be displayed
clearly in every outlet.

Let’s be clear: enforcement isn’t
harassment. It’s protection for the
mother buying meat for her children,
the tourist enjoying wazwan, and the
schoolchild buying snacks on the
way home.

Every unsafe meal puts some-
one at risk. Every ignored violation
makes that risk bigger.

We need more than promises. Kash-
mir needs a food safety system that
works every day, in every district.

Sincerely,

Abrar Nazir
Soura
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smells of charcoal, chalk, and cardamom. A

family has worked this fire for three gener-
ations. Outside, the world has turned fast and
weightless. Inside, Mushtaq Ahmed listens to
copper: heavy, slow, and stubbornly alive.

He is 63, born above the same copper shop
he now runs. The room is gone. The river be-
hind it still flows. His father’s anvil still waits
by the window.

“This is naqashi,” he says, tapping a chisel
against a polished surface. The sound is hollow,
then firm. “We do it by hand, always have.”

His hands bear fine scars, a record of all
he’s etched, carved, and shaped into perma-
nence. The patterns are not random. They
have roots in Persian design, Kashmiri na-
ture, and memory: Flowers, vines, prayers.

Sometimes he adds a name, sometimes
a date. The copper, he believes, remembers

In Srinagar’s Zaina Kadal, one shop still

Cast in Copper

In a world of fakes and fading markets, Kashmiri coppersmiths
are holding fire, memory, and craft with unshaken hands.
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Mushtaq once carved his
name into the base of a large
serving bowl. He was 21.

His father had died the year
before. “I wanted to leave
something,” he says. “So that
someone, someday, might
wonder who [ was.”

place on global tables, as art, utility, and story.
We've seen this happen before.
Banarasi silk revived through storytelling.

everything.

Long before machines hummed, Kashmir’s
copperware was functional art, a presence in
every home. Families gathered around a tra-
mi to eat Wazwan, fingers brushing over the
carved edge. The samovar sat like an elder in
the center of every winter morning, hissing

out noon chai, green and salted.

Copper bowls cradled food, water, and
ceremony. Even death had copper. The tasht-
nari used to wash the deceased before burial.

They were the vessels of daily life, and

held our routines, grief, and joy.

And they were heavy, both in mass and
meaning. For generations, the coppersmith
community were the custodians of this craft.
Their knowledge moved from wrist to wrist,

across workshops.

A boy learned by sitting beside his father,
watching the angle of his tools, the silence
before each stroke. A real piece took days to

make, sometimes longer.

Mushtaq still works like that. He refuses
shortcuts. “If it's too clean, shiny, and fast,”

he says, “then it’s fake.”

He can feel the machine’s lie in the metal.
A handmade bowl has flaws: a line too thick,
a swirl that veers. These are the human fin-

gerprints, the proof of presence.

And yet, the fakes are everywhere now.

Markets from Lal Chowk to Mumbai brim
with factory-stamped copperware. They
look close enough, with copied designs and
traced patterns, but they lack depth.

Most come from Moradabad, mass-pro-
duced, hollow in body and soul. Some even
carry forged “Kashmir Handicraft” labels. Tour-
ists buy them. Even locals, pressed for cash or
unaware of the difference, take them home.

“They sell faster because they're cheaper,”
Mushtaq says. “But what are they really buying?”

This flood of imitation has done more than
confuse buyers. It has broken the chain.

When the market values speed over skill,
fewer artisans remain. Fewer boys enter the
trade. Apprenticeships shrink, workshops close,
and with them, something ancient slips away.

“We are becoming fewer,” Mushtaq says.
“And older.”

Some families still hold on. In the coun-
tryside, copper vessels remain part of the
dowry, wrapped in wool, packed like gold. In

downtown Srinagar, old women polish their
tramis on festive occasions, fingers moving
as they did for their mothers.

There is still water drunk from copper
cups. There are weddings where the samovar
is placed in the center like a blessing.

And there is health, too, passed down
from oral wisdom.

Copper is said to purify water, ease diges-
tion, balance the body’s energies. In homes
across the valley, elders insist that copper
cools the stomach and steadies the nerves.
Science has confirmed some of it: copper
kills bacteria and conducts healing.

Yet even this knowledge is thinning.

The challenge isn't only about protecting
a product. It's about keeping a conversation
alive, between generations, and between
hands and memory.

For that, copper needs more than nos-
talgia. It needs investment, intention, and
imagination.

Some steps have begun. Srinagar hosts an-

nual exhibitions where authentic copperware
is placed beside carpets and Pashmina. NGOs
have launched labeling campaigns to help buy-
ers distinguish the genuine from the spurious.

Some schools have arranged field visits to
copper workshops, letting students witness the
slow pulse of handcraft. A few artisans have tak-
en to Instagram, filming their chisels at work,
reaching eyes in places they've never been.

But these are still scattered efforts. What's
needed is a framework, a way to protect, pro-
mote, and pass on.

Artisan cooperatives could give collective
strength. Certification systems could restore
trust. Artist-in-residence programs and cop-
per museum trails could turn artisans into
teachers. Tourism can help too through real
encounters. Let people walk into the work-
shop, touch the metal, smell the coal.

There is also hope beyond borders. The
world is hungry for handmade, sustainable,
heritage-rich objects. If properly branded and
supported, Kashmiri copperware could find its

Pashmina saved through GI tags and ethical
trade models. Kashmiri copper can follow
the same arc, if its story is told with care.

The educator Aubaid Akhoon writes: “A
legacy is a gift from our ancestors. It carries
the pulse of tradition and values, which be-
come our guide through modern life.”

He calls for awareness, education, and in-
clusion to inspire new thinkers to reimagine
heritage.

At the end of the day, a samovar is never
just a samovar. It is history in hollow form.
It holds the heat of a hundred winters, the
sound of shared laughter, the smell of green
tea poured in silence.

Mushtaq once carved his name into the
base of a large serving bowl. He was 21. His
father had died the year before.

“Iwanted to leave something,” he says. “So that
someone, someday, might wonder who [ was.”

It's getting dark outside. He pauses, and
then taps the copper bowl, just once.

The sound hums through the room.

“It’s still here,” he says softly. “Still making
its way back.”

The author is a student and heritage writer
based in Srinagar. She can be reached at
tamanajeelani85@gmail.com.

A Therapist’s Trauma

At a de-addiction centre in Kashmir, I see schoolboys
with needle scars and mothers with trembling hands.
The drug crisis is eating away our future.

Kaisar Ahmad Malla

His school shoes were scuffed, his uniform
shirt hung loose from his shoulders. He
didn’t say a word as he sat down across from me.
His mother stood behind him, holding a plastic
bag with some clothes. Her hands didn't stop shaking,
The boy had been using heroin for over a year. That
morning, he had collapsed on their kitchen floor.

I work at a drug de-addiction facility in Kash-
mir. I've met hundreds of boys like him. They
arrive with hollow cheeks and infected veins.
Their parents often carry guilt on their faces, as
if their love failed.

What used to be a rare tragedy in Kashmir has
turned into a daily reality. We are watching an
entire generation slide into addiction and disap-
pear. And many are watching in silence.

I've seen heroin take over lives faster than any
storm. At first, it was whispers: “he’s fallen into
bad company,” “she doesn’t come home anymore.”

Now, addiction walks the streets in broad
daylight. Children skip school to find a fix. Hos-
pitals report growing infections linked to shared
needles. Shopkeepers know who the local ad-
dicts are. Some families hide it. Others run out
of money, options, and strength.

According to data from 2023, around one mil-
lion people in Jammu and Kashmir, about 8 to 10
percent of the population, are affected by sub-
stance abuse. More than half of them use opi-
oids, mostly heroin.

A report by the Institute of Mental Health
and Neurosciences (IMHANS) says that 33,000
syringes are used every day in the valley. That
number haunts me.

At our centre, led by the Psychiatry and De-ad-
diction Department under Dr. Tajamul Hussain,
we try to help whoever walks through our doors.
My colleagues, Syed Sameer and Farooq Ahmad,
both psychiatric social counsellors, work pa-
tiently with families who have nearly lost hope.

Kifayat, a nurse, manages the de-addiction
counter with remarkable steadiness. Together,
we've seen hundreds arrive in pain, and a few
walk away on the path to healing.

But recovery isn’t easy. Many relapse, some
vanish, and a few die.

What's worse is the atmosphere of mistrust
that now surrounds our hospitals.

I've seen patients denied lifesaving injections
simply because the staff thought they “looked like
addicts.” Insulin syringes are refused to people
with diabetes. Emergency medicines are with-

The boy in front of me looked about sixteen.

held. In some cases, these delays nearly cost lives.

We are in a strange place where the pain of
the genuine is overshadowed by fear of the ad-
dicted. Suspicion has replaced compassion. That
is the most painful part of this crisis.

Law enforcement is trying to keep up. In the
last four years, over 9,400 people have been ar-
rested in J&K under the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

In 2023 alone, 3,190 cases were registered,
double the figure from just a few years ago.

But arrests alone won't solve this. Addiction
isn't just a crime. It's a wound that needs care.

The first step is expanding de-addiction servic-
es. Right now, most centres are overburdened and
poorly equipped. Many families can’t afford the
long travel or the long wait. We need facilities in
every district, staffed with trained professionals.

We also need community support: pro-
grammes in schools, outreach in villages, and
counselling that goes beyond the clinic.

We must stop treating addicts as criminals
or moral failures. Addiction can affect anyone:
your neighbour’s son, your friend’s brother, your
own child. The stigma stops people from seeking
help. And when families hide the problem, the
damage only grows.

I once met a man who sold his orchard to send
his son to rehab. The boy didn’t survive. The fa-
ther still visits our centre sometimes, handing out
tea to other patients. “At least some can be saved,”
he told me. That sentence has stayed with me.

This isn’t about statistics. It's about lives. It's
about the mother who hasn’t slept in weeks,
waiting for her son to come home. The father
who spends his pension on medicine that may
not work. The young girl who stopped going to
school because her brother’s addiction became
the neighbourhood’s shame.

Kashmir has endured conflict, curfews, and
lockdowns. This crisis is different. It’s internal. It
spreads silently, from house to house, from child
to child. If we don’t act now, we won't just lose
individuals. We'll lose what binds us together.

Every time I walk into the de-addiction cen-
tre, | hope that the next patient will make it.
That this time, the story will end in healing. But
hope is no substitute for action. We need poli-
cies, funding, and most of all, empathy.

From where I sit, the paradise they speak of is
bleeding, and our young are slipping away with
the syringe still in their hands.

The author is a healthcare worker in Kashmir.
He can be reached at kaisarmalla94@gmail.com

The Silk Scarf

In a small Srinagar shop, a search for silk becomes a
journey through memory, language, and life's little ironies.

Aisha Hasnain

wanted to buy a couple of Kashmiri

silk scarves and had some time to
spare. [ wasn't sure if his shop would be
open, but I decided to check.

Years ago, | had ordered a veil for my
lehenga from him. Despite a lockdown at
the time, he had gone out of his way to de-
liver it on time. I remember his kindness.

Now, after all these years, I found his
number on Google and called. He said
the shop was closed for the day but asked
me to come by at 11 the next morning.

By 11:30 am the next day, I was at the
shopping complex. He did not show up
until around 12:15. Just as [ was about to
give up, he arrived.

I have noticed something strange
about how the universe works: An-
swers seem to arrive just as you're
ready to walk away. When I once shared
this observation with a wise friend, he
joked, “Then giving up must be the real
solution.”

“You're very late, sir,” I said when he
finally arrived. He is a thin figure, prob-
ably in his early sixties, with a cheerful,
comical air.

“No, no. Today is the only time I've
come this late,” he defended himself.

“Well, the other shopkeepers told me
you always open after noon,” I replied.

“Basically, I'm very loved by my fam-
ily,” he said with a grin. “[ try to leave
early, but they hold me back. These
other shopkeepers are burdens to their
families.” He said it casually.

“I see. Can you now show me some
nice scarves?” I asked.

“Wait, are you the one who called
yesterday? And again this morning?” He
asked, surprised.

“Yes,” I said.

“I thought you were an old woman,”
he said bluntly, like a child. “Why do you
speak like that?”

It reminded me of when I was 12 and
used to speak regularly on the phone
with my uncle’s fiancée. When we fi-
nally met, she nearly fainted. She had
imagined I was a grown-up.

About seven years ago, I'd felt embar-
rassed when I couldn’t respond grace-
fully in Kashmiri to a doctor, the way

Icalled the shopkeeper on a Sunday. I

I could in Urdu. Since then, [ made it a
point to speak in Kashmiri with profes-
sionals and strangers alike. But appar-
ently, this shopkeeper thought I now
needed an update.

“If I speak in English, people call me
an angrez!” I told him.

“Where did you get my number
from?” he asked.

“Why should I tell you?” I spoke with
a touch of dry-humour.

“I just thought maybe you're an old
customer.”

“I've been here before,” I nodded.

He then tried to convince me to buy
scarves that were about half the price
of the real silk. “These are good too,” he
said. But I wanted the Kashmiri ones. I
asked him about the material and how
to care for it.

He explained, “I have a government
license for this silk. I can't sell faulty
goods. If I do, they'll grill me. And any-
way, Aisha ji should want to come back
to this shop after using the product.”

“How do you know my name?” I
asked, genuinely surprised.

“Truecaller. It shows your name with
the number,” he replied matter-of-factly.

“Meh wento... Please tell me...” |
was going to ask about the price when a
Kashmiri couplet popped into my mind.
I recited it playfully:

“Meh wanti kyah gonah korum haqq
panun mongum agar?” Tell me, what sin
did I commit by asking for my right?

“I was at a mushaira yesterday,” he

said, mock offended. “You should’ve told
me, I'd have taken you along!”

“Well, these lines aren’t mine,” I con-
fessed.

“No, no. Tell me something you've
written yourself.”

“She writes in English,” my friend
who was with me chimed in.

“I don’t want to hear anything in Eng-
lish,” he said, disappointed.

“Okay,” I said, “Here are a few lines I
wrote once in Urdu:

Bahut der hogayi

Mein ghadi pe ghadi ginti reh gayi

Pehr pe pehr, seher se shaam hogayi

Lagta hai meri himmat tamaam hogayi

(It is getting very late. I have been
counting each moment. The dawn has
set into dusk. And I am losing every
ounce of strength.)”

“But I never wrote beyond that,” I
added.

As he folded the scarves, he grew se-
rious. “Stay away from such things,” he
warned.

“Why?” 1 asked, though I already
knew what he meant.

“You'll lose touch with reality if you
go too deep.”

[ smiled and agreed. I often remind
myself: Neither Buddha nor Sheikh-ul-
Aalam (RA) stayed in the woods forever.
They returned from their retreats, and
changed the world.

As [ was leaving, he said again, “For
God's sake, be youthful! Speak like
young people do.”

Maybe I should learn a thing or two
from my younger sibling, who [ saw hav-
ing muesli for breakfast with two scoops
of vanilla ice cream and a couple of cu-
cumber slices. I was left dumbfounded
by the combination.

The silk scarf, he told me, will last a
hundred years. So I'm saving it for my
children, along with other heirlooms, so
one day, they’ll own antiques from their
great-grandmother. Maybe they’ll sell
them in hard times.

That's what a philosophical mind
does. It dreams long and far, sometimes
too far from the reality.

The author writes under the pen name
Aisha Hasnain and can be reached at
aishahasnain02@gmail.com.
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OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR KALANTRA/KREERI

Sub: Application of Mohd Yonus Deader S/o Bali Mohd Deader for the issuance of ST (SCHEDULE TRIBE Gujjar and Bakerwal) in
favour of self and Basharat Ahmad Deader R/o0 Bandi Bala

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST. In this
connection, a report of Patwari Halga concerned has been sought which reveals that the applicant is currently residing in village
Bandi Bala and belongs to the Deader Caste and Gojer Community. The details of the family of the applicant are as follows:

S.No | Name of Individual Relation with Applicant Age Occupation Annual Income
1 Mohd Yonus Deader Self 50 Labour 96000

2 Basharat Ah Deader Son 22 Student

3 Razia Bano Daughter 25 H/W

Therefore, through this Public Notice, objections are being sought from general public. If any person has any objection, he/she can
submit their objections in the office of the undersigned within 07 days (Seven days) positively from the date the notice has been
published.

No objection shall be entertained after the stipulated time period.

fko NAIB TEHSILDAR KALANTRA/KREERI

ISLAMIA MODEL PUBLIC SCHOOL KALANTRA PAYEEN, BARAMULLA

Ref No: Impskp/25/07 Dated: 28/07/25

List of Managing Body
S.No Name & Parentage Residence Qualification |Occupation Designation
01 Manzoor Ah Sheikh S/o Habibulla Sheikh Kalantra Payeen M.AB.ed Business Chairman
D 2 . T .
03 Bilal Ahmad Parray S/o Habibullah Parray Kalantra Bala BA Private job Member
04 Imtiyaz Ah Malik S/0 Ghulam RasoolMalik  Kalantra Bala 10th Business
05 Niyaz Ah Rather S/0 Abdul Rahim Rather Kalantra Payeen B.Sc Business Member
06 Javid Ah. Malik S/o Abdul Ahad Malik Kalantra Bala 10th Business
07 IMiss Waheeda Akhter D/o Ab Ahad Sheikh Tangwari Payeen M.A Teacherat School  Member
If anybody have any objection can contact the Worth Director School Edu, Kmr. within seven days.

(Chairman)

fko

r

Islamia Model Public School
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Ihavelost my Pasport bearing no S9423234..Now | have applied
for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in
this regard he/she may file themin the Passport Office Srinagar
within seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Name : Haamid Sheikh

R/0 Ganjipora Buran Pattan.

Father Name: Abdul Aziz Sheikh.

Mother Name: shaha Begum.

Dob: 05/05/1999 fko

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
General Manager District Industries Centre Pulwama

Email-ID:dicpulwama@gmail. com, Phone No.01933-241309
PUBLICNOTICE

The unit M/s AFF-AY Furniture, Kadalbal Pampore stands formally registered with D.I.C. Pulwama under No.07/11/01042/PM F/MSME
dated: 29.05.1997 for the line of activity “Wooden furniture by hand tools”, as a proprietorship concern of Mr. Farooq Ahmad Dar S/o0
Mohd Sidiq Dar R/o0 Kadelbal Pampore.

The promoter of the instant unit has submitted an application requesting therein for change in name & style from AFF-AY Furniture to
M/s farooq Ahmad Dar.

Any person (s) or any organization/department having any objection in this behalf should convey in writing to the General Manager
DIC Pulwama within seven (07) days from the date of publication of this notice. After expiry of the time frame no objection shall be
entertained.

NO: DICPL/WD-102/25/267

DIPK-4578/25

Dated; 31-07-2025

General Manager
District Industries Centre, Pulwama

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 10th CLASS pass certificate. . Now | want to
duplicate If anybody is having any objection please contact
within 7 days at Govt girls higher secondary school khrew .After
that no objection shall be entertained.

Name AIMAN AYOUB
S/0.MOHAMMAD AYOUB KHAN
R/0.KHREW PULWAMA

phw

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Directorate of School Education, Kashmir

Samanderbagh - S.P. College Road Srinagar -190001
Email: dsekjk@ gov.in, Website: https://_dsek-jk.gov.in

Subject: Mandatory use of Government email IDs for official communication- regd.
Circular No. 12-JK(GAD) of 2025, dated 21-05-2025 issued by the General

Ref:

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT.
NOTICE

In compliance with circular instructions issued by the General Administration Department vide Circular No.: 12-JK (GAD) of 2025,
Dated: 21-05-2025, all concerned are informed to communicate through dsek-jk@gov.in instead of dsekjk@gmail.com for official

purposes from now onwards.

No: DSEK/I1T/2025/405-74
DIPK-4572/25
dated: 31-07-2025

Personnel Officer
Directorate of School Education Kashmir
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India Fastest Growing Major
Economy In World: Goyal

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- With US Presi-
dent Donald Trump term-
ing India and Russia as "dead
economies”, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Thursday asserted in Parlia-
ment that India is the world's
fastest-growing major econo-
my and will soon become the
third largest.

In a suo motu statement on
Trump tariffs in both houses of
Parliament, he said internation-
al institutions and economists
see India as the bright spot in
the global economy.

India is contributing to al-
most 16 per cent of global
growth, he said, adding that
it is also widely expected that
"we will become the third larg-
est" economy in a few years.

"In just over a decade, India
has rapidly transformed from
being one of the Fragile 5 to the
fastest-growing major econo-
my in the world. We have risen
from the 11th largest economy
to one of the top 5 economies,
driven by our reforms, the hard
work of our farmers, MSMEs
and entrepreneurs,” Goyal said.

The remarks are important as
Trump has once again mounted
a sharp attack on India and Rus-
sia for their close ties, saying he
doesn't care what New India
does with Moscow.

"I don't care what India does

with Russia. They can take their
dead economies down togeth-
er, for all I care,” Trump said,
adding that "we have done very
little business with India, their
tariffs are too high, among the
highest in the world".

Goyal further said that in
the last decade, the govern-
ment has taken transformative
measures to promote India as
the manufacturing hub of the
world.

India's young, skilled and tal-
ented workforce is driving in-
novation and competitiveness
of the Indian industry, he said.

"Our exports have steadily
increased during the last 11
years. In an increasingly pro-
tectionist world, India has
done mutually beneficial trade
agreements with the UAE, UK,
Australia and EFTA (European
Free Trade Area) countries,”
Goyal said.

"We are also committed to
similar trade agreements with
other countries,” he added.

Sensex, Nifty Decline On Concerns

Ove
>

k.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Equity benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty ended
lower on Thursday after US
President Donald Trump an-
nounced the imposition of a 25
per cent tariff on all goods com-
ing from India starting August 1
and an unspecified penalty for
buying Russian crude oil and
military equipment.

Despite the weak start, the
indices staged a sharp recov-
ery, but selling pressure re-
emerged towards the fag of the
session. However, buying in
some heavyweight stocks re-
stricted the downward trend,
traders said.

Halting its two-day rally, the
30-share BSE index declined
296.28 points, or 0.36 per cent,
to settle at 81,185.58 after re-
covering some lost ground dur-
ing the afternoon trade. During
the morning session, the gauge
tanked 786.71 points, or 0.96
per cent, to 80,695.15. As many
as 2,418 stocks declined, while
1,598 advanced and 137 re-
mained unchanged on the BSE.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 86.70 points or 0.35
per cent to 24,768.35.

"Following a turbulent start
driven by fresh tariff threats,
the Indian market started on a
pessimistic note. However, the
domestic market attempted a
strong recovery, but by the end of

r US Tariff Imposition

the day, it closed with marginal
losses on a monthly expiry day.
"Investors gravitated toward

domestically  oriented, non-
discretionary players, especially
FMCG, which offered attractive
valuations, demand outlook and
relative insulation from tariff risks.
In contrast, oil & gas stocks were
the worst hit due to US warn-
ings over Indian energy imports,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geo-
jit Investments Limited, said.

The announcement is being
seen as a pressure tactic to get
New Delhi to agree to demands
made by the US, which has,
in recent days, got favourable
trade deals with major partners
like Japan, the UK and the Euro-
pean Union.

The penalty was announced
as India has made large pur-
chases of oil and military
equipment from Russia. India is
the first country to face a pen-
alty for Russian imports.

From the Sensex firms, Tata
Steel, Sun Pharma, Reliance In-
dustries, Adani Ports, NTPC and
Asian Paints were among the
biggest laggards.

However, FMCG major Hin-
dustan Unilever Ltd (HUL)
jumped 3.48 per cent after the
firm reported a 5.97 per cent
rise in its consolidated net
profit to Rs 2,768 crore for the
June quarter of FY26, helped by
gains from a re-estimation of
taxes paid in the previous year.

Trump: India, Russia Can
Take Their Dead Economies
Down Together

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI-
India and Russia can take
their "dead economies down
together", US President Don-
ald Trump has said in a fresh
attack on the two countries
for their close trade ties even
as New Delhi continued to
analyse the possible impact
of his decision to impose 25
per cent tariffs on Indian
goods.

In its reaction, India said it
will take all necessary steps
to safeguard and promote
national interest and that
the implications of the tar-
iffs are being examined.

The US president's dia-
tribe came hours after he
announced 25 per cent
tariffs against India from
August 1, along with an un-
specified "penalty” to pun-
ish New Delhi for continuing
to procure crude oil from
Russia notwithstanding the
Western sanctions.

"l don't care what India
does with Russia. They can
take their dead economies
down together, for all I care,”
he said.

"We have done very little
business with India, their
Tariffs are too high, among
the highest in the World," he
added.

Russia remained India's
top oil supplier in the last
few months.

"The government attach-
es the utmost importance
to protecting and promot-
ing the welfare of our farm-
ers, workers, entrepreneurs,
exporters, MSMEs and all
sections of industry. We will

take all necessary steps to
secure and advance our na-
tional interest,” Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said
in Parliament.

Hours after Trump criti-
cised India for its trade links
with Russia, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said every-
body except Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man knows that the coun-
try's economy is "dead".

However, Shiv  Sena
(UBT) lawmaker Priyanka
Chaturvedi said the Indian
economy is among the top
five economies of the world
and calling it "dead" can
only come from a position of
"arrogance" or "ignorance".

Trump's  surprise an-
nouncement on the tariff
against India came a day af-
ter Indian officials said that
a US trade team would visit
from August 25 to negotiate
a trade deal.

It is being seen as a pres-
sure tactic to get New Delhi
to agree to demands made
by the US, which has, in re-
cent days, got favourable
trade deals with major part-
ners like Japan, the UK and

the European Union.

While announcing the
tariff, Trump described In-
dia's trade policies as "most
strenuous and obnoxious".

"All things not good! In-
dia will therefore be paying
a tariff of 25 per cent, plus a
penalty for the above, start-
ing on August first," Trump
said in a social media post.

India's import of crude oil
from Russia has risen from
0.2 per cent of total purchas-
es before the Russia-Ukraine
war to 35-40 per cent. New
Delhi is the largest buyer of
Russian oil after China.

Trump said though In-
dia is America's friend, "we
have, over the years, done
relatively little business
with them because their (In-
dia) tariffs are far too high,
among the highest in the
world, and they have the
most strenuous and obnox-
ious non-monetary trade
barriers of any country".

He said India has always
purchased a significant
amount of military equip-
ment and energy products
from Russia at a time when
everyone wants Russia to
stop the "killing" in Ukraine.

Trump Announces Trade Deal With
Pakistan To Develop ‘Massive Oil Reserves’

Press Trust Of India

NEW YORK/ISLAMABAD-
US President Donald Trump
has announced sealing a
trade deal with Pakistan
and said that Washington
will work with Islamabad to
develop what he described
as the South Asian nation's
"massive oil reserves".

It is not immediately clear
what massive oil reserves in
Pakistan Trump was refer-
ring to.

In a social media post, the
US President also wondered
if Pakistan could sell oil to
India "some day".

“We have just concluded
a deal with the country of
Pakistan, whereby Pakistan
and the United States will
work together on developing
their massive oil reserves,"
Trump said in a post on
Truth Social on Wednesday.

"We are in the process of
choosing the oil company
that will lead this partner-
ship. Who knows, maybe
they’ll be selling oil to India
some day!” he added.

Pakistan has long claimed
to have large oil deposits
along its coast, but no prog-
ress has been made to tap

those deposits. It has been
trying to lure in investments
to tap into these reserves.

The country currently im-
ports oil from the Middle East
to meet its energy demands.

Pakistan's Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif took to
social media on Thursday
to thank Trump over the
“historic” trade agreement
and expressed hope that it
would expand cooperation
between the two sides.

“I wish to convey my pro-
found thanks to President
Trump @realDonaldTrump
for his leadership role in fi-
nalization of the historic US-
Pakistan trade agreement,
successfully concluded by
our two sides in Washington,
last night,” he wrote on X.

“This landmark deal will
enhance our growing co-
operation so as to expand
the frontiers of our endur-
ing partnership in days to
come,” he said.

The deal was reached
during a meeting between
Pakistan's Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb,
US Secretary of Commerce
Howard Lutnick, and US
Trade Representative Am-
bassador Jamieson Greer in

Washington, DC, according
to Radio Pakistan.

The trade agreement aims
at boosting bilateral trade,
expanding market access,
attracting investment and
fostering cooperation in ar-
eas of mutual interest, the
report said.

“The agreement will re-
sult in a reduction of re-
ciprocal tariffs especially
on Pakistani exports to the
United States. This deal
marks the beginning of a
new era of economic col-
laboration especially in en-
ergy, mines and minerals, IT,
cryptocurrency and other
sectors,” it added.

The announcement came
hours after Trump an-
nounced a 25 per cent tariff
on all goods coming from
India, plus an additional
unspecified penalty for pur-
chases of Russian military
equipment and energy.

In a social media post,
Trump called India's trade
policies "most strenuous
and obnoxious".

"All things not good! India
will therefore be paying a tar-
iff of 25 per cent, plus a pen-
alty for the above, starting on
August first,” Trump said.

JKEDI Hosts ‘Innovate

J&K- Dialogue’ To Drive
Startup Ecosystem Forward

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- The Jammu &
Kashmir Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Institute (JKEDI) on
Thursday hosted an engaging
dialogue titled “Innovate J&K:
Dialogue for a Startup-Driven
Future” aiming to bolster the
startup landscape of the Union
Territory and nurture innova-
tion and entrepreneurial spirit
in the region.

The event held at the insti-
tute’s Main Campus Sempora,
Pampore, witnessed participa-
tion from early-stage startups,
entrepreneurs, thought leaders
and students from the Univer-
sity of Kashmir for an exclusive
knowledge-sharing and men-
torship opportunity.

Khair Ull Nissa Sheikh, Exec-
utive Director of Alson Motors
and Principal Advisor at World
Trade Centre India Services and
Arjimand Hussain Wani, noted
Development Economist and
International Policy Analyst
were the resource persons for
the day-long event.

Speaking on the occasion,
Khalid Jahangir, Secretary,
Industries and Commerce

Department with additional
charge of Director, JKEDI, re-
flected on the region’s long
standing tradition of enter-
prise. He  emphasized the
growing dynamism of the en-
trepreneurial sector and the
need to adapt with innovation
and mindset transformation.

“The entrepreneurial spirit is
not new to Jammu & Kashmir,
it's rooted in our culture. What
we need today is to channelize
our existing talent pool to drive
innovation and create scalable
businesses. We need to chan-
nel it towards tech-driven ven-
tures and future-ready busi-
ness models. There is a lot of
potential and we need to work
together for this,” he remarked.

He reiterated that with J&K
Startup Policy in place now, the
focus is on making the startup
ecosystem robust, adding that,
“Mentorship is one of the im-
portant pillars for building the
startup ecosystem and today’s
event was part of the institute’s
efforts in this regard. JKEDI is
on boarding the mentors for
providing one to one mentor-
ship to the startups of which
there is a dire need.”

Ladakh's Quest For Identity Of Its
Pashmina Wool Gets Helping Hand

From Cooperative Society

Press Trust Of India

LEH- For the people of Ladakh,
Pashmina wool is more than
just a product—it’s a symbol of
identity and a major engine for
economic prosperity.

Though Ladakh is the sole re-
gion in India that produces this
prized wool, its people are still
striving for full recognition of
that fact, and helping the cause is
a cooperative society that looks
after the production and market-
ing of the super-fine wool.

The All Changthang Pashmina
Growers Cooperative Marketing
Society has been working since
1995 to ensure that the Pashmi-
na wool fetches the maximum
price for its producers, the no-
madic herders of Ladakh.

Since 2004, the coopera-
tive has been procuring the
raw wool from these herders
and processing it into the fin-
est Pashmina wool at its plant
here, an official said.

“Our main purpose of this
cooperative is to fetch the max-
imum and remunerative prices
for this Changthang product,
Pashmina. And to achieve that,
we have been consistently
working. Managing to sustain
and survive is a testimony of
the success,” the cooperative
society's general secretary
Thinless Nurboo told PTI here.

There are two pockets where
Pashmina wool is produced,
and Changthang is the major
one, he said.

“History of Pashmina has

iy

s
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T
been very interesting...when
we were with Jammu and
Kashmir, we were in a larger
state. And I believe we were
seeking UT to find identity not
just for ourselves, but also for
our economy and products. So,
[ think Pashmina is definitely a
product which has been find-
ing its own identity,” Nurboo
said, stressing the importance
of this unique product for the
people here.

The Geographical Indication
(GI) certification of Pashmina
wool has been a boost, though
some technical processes are
still to be completed, he added.

Nurboo said the sourcing of
raw wool is done from 600-650
families across Ladakh.

From owners of international
brands to local self-help groups
(SHGs) and weavers, they pro-
cure the refined wool from the
cooperative society.

"A lot of international brands
keep coming and asking for quo-
tations. One of the major clients
for the last 2-3 years has been the
Italian entity Brunello Cucinelli.
They are not only buying the
Pashmina but also supporting
this whole nomadic lifestyle,” the
cooperative official said.

New Rules For Mussoorie Tourists: No
Entry Without Online Check-In

Observer News Service

ussoorie - The
tourists  visiting
Mussoorie will

now have to register their
details on a portal devel-
oped by the Uttarakhand
Tourism Department at the
time of check-in, an official
on Thursday said.

District Tourism Officer
Brijendra Pandey said that
the new rule came into
force on Wednesday.

Hotels, guest houses,
homestays and other such
facilities have to first reg-
ister themselves on the
portal and do the registra-
tion of their guests as they
comes more digitised, they check-in, he added. Pandey
are gaining popularity and said this is being done to
prominence,” he said. deal with overcrowding

Gold ETFs in India saw and managing traffic at the
inflows surge ten-fold popular tourist spot.
month-on-month to 20.81 The new rule had to be
billion rupees introduced as the arrival of

India’s Gold Demand In 2025 To Fall To
5-Year Low On Record Prices: WGC

Reuters =

Al To Impact 1.8 Crore
Jobs By 2030: Report

Press Trust Of India

anufacturing, retail and education sectors are
M staring at a “seismic” shift due to agentic artifi-

cial intelligence, and over 1.8 crore jobs are set
to be impacted in these sectors by 2030 due to new-age
technologies, a report said on Wednesday.

Manufacturing jobs will bear the highest impact
with 80 lakh workers to be affected, closely followed
with retail with 76 lakh jobs to be impacted and educa-
tion jobs impact is pegged at 25 lakh over the next five
years, as per the report by ServiceNow.

The report specified that high-automation roles such
as change managers and payroll clerks are being rede-
fined by Al agents that take over routine coordination,
while “high-augmentation” roles such as implementa-
tion consultants and system admins are increasingly
partnering with Al, and not competing with it.

There is widespread concern on the impact of Al on
jobs, and after country’s largest IT services company
TCS announced to cull 12,000 jobs accounting for 2 per
cent of the overall workforce due to aspects including
artificial intelligence. Sumeet Mathur, managing di-
rector for ServiceNow India Technology and Business
Centre, said agentic Al would create over 30 lakh new
technology jobs by 2030. “India has a generational op-
portunity to lead globally by developing Al-ready talent
and redesigning workflows,” he said.

tourists in the town have
almost doubled between
2022 and 2024, he added.

"The move will provide
real-time data on tourist
footfall in the town," Pan-
dey said.

Hoteliers and owners of
similar facilities have been
asked to comply with the
new rule, he added.

a sharp rise in tourist num-
bers, with over 21 lakh
visitors recorded in 2024,
up from 11 lakh in 2022.
This surge has led to severe
congestion, especially on
the stretch from Gandhi
Chowk to Mall Road.
Accommodation provid-
ers will first need to regis-
ter their establishment on
Earlier in May, the Na- the portal with the follow-
tional Green Tribunal ing details:
(NGT) had asked the state 1. Name and contact
government to initiate number of the owner
tourist registration in the 2. Type of facility (hotel,
hill station and submit data  homestay, etc.)
regularly. 3. Name of the property
To manage overwhelm- 4. Number of rooms and
ing crowds and traffic jams  total guest capacity
in the popular hill station, Once this is completed,
the Dehradun administra-  guest registration can be
tion planned to implement  carried out by the facility
a mandatory pre-registra-  during check-in.
tion system for tourists vis- In addition to hotel-
iting Mussoorie during the  based registration, tourists
peak season. will have to pre-register
Mussoorie has witnessed ~ before entering Mussoorie.

in 2025 is set to fall to a

five-year low, as record-
high prices are denting
jewellery purchases, over-
shadowing a slight boost
in investment demand, the
World Gold Council said on
Thursday.

Gold demand in the
world's second-biggest con-
sumer of the precious metal
could stand between 600
metric tons and 700 met-
ric tons in 2025, the lowest
since 2020, and down from
last year's 802.8 tons, Sachin
Jain, CEO of WGC's Indian
operations, told Reuters.

Demand could reach 700
tons if prices stabilise, but
a 10%-15% price rise driven
by geopolitical factors may
pull it down to the lower
end of the range, he said.

Local gold prices, which

India's gold consumption

i

hit a record high of 101,078
rupees per 10 grams in June,
have risen 28% so farin 2025,
after a 21% gain in 2024.
India's gold consumption
in the April-to-June quarter
fell 10% from a year ago to
134.9 tons, as jewellery de-
mand fell 17% while invest-
ment demand rose 7% in the
quarter, the WGC said.
Demand in the Septem-
ber quarter is expected to
be lower than last year's
248.3 tons, when New Del-
hi's move to reduce import
duties boosted purchases,

Jain said.

The precious metal has
been outperforming other
asset classes, drawing inves-
tors who favour both physi-
cal gold and gold exchange
traded funds, he said.

"Gold ETFs in India are at
a very important cusp for
growth, and as India be-
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Sacking Of Police Constable

Marriage To Pak Woman
Risked Security: CRPF To HC

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) has defended
its decision to dismiss Constable
Munir Ahmed before the Jammu
and Kashmir High Court, citing
serious misconduct involving
a secret marriage to a Pakistani
woman, forged documents, and
concealment of sensitive infor-
mation that could pose a threat
to national security.

In its official response to
the court, the CRPF alleged
that Munir Ahmed married
Menal Khan, a Pakistani na-
tional who entered India on a
tourist visa in February 2025,
without informing his supe-
riors. The force claims that
Ahmed not only concealed
the marriage but also forged
her signature on the nikahn-
ama (marriage document) — a
move they argue constitutes a
serious legal and disciplinary
violation.

Adding to the concern, the
CRPF stated that Menal’s visa
had expired, and instead of
alerting authorities, Ahmed
helped her apply for a Long-
Term Visa (LTV) without noti-
fying the force. The issue came
under heightened scrutiny in
the aftermath of the Pahalgam
terror attack, when the gov-
ernment ordered the deporta-
tion of all Pakistani nationals
residing in India. It was during
this period that Munir Ahmed
allegedly went on leave for six
days without revealing her le-
gal status.

The CRPF also contended
that the nikahnama cited a

reportedly still in Pakistan,
suggesting that her signature
on the document was forged.
The force emphasized that
Ahmed, by virtue of his posi-
tion, had access to sensitive lo-
cations and operational infor-
mation, and his actions posed
a potential security breach,
especially in the context of
Pakistan being regarded as a
hostile nation.

In his defense, Munir Ahmed
has challenged the dismissal,
highlighting his clean service
record, prior communication
with CRPF officers regard-
ing his marriage plans, and
letters from BJP Members of
Parliament supporting visa
regularization for his wife. He
argues that his actions were
not in violation of any explicit
conduct rules and that the dis-
missal was unjustified.

However, the CRPF main-
tains that the issue goes be-
yond service conduct and
enters the realm of national se-
curity, which they say requires

India To Receive Above-

normal Rain In Aug, Sept

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: India is likely to
receive above-normal rain-
fall during the second half of
the monsoon season (August
and September), the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Thursday.

Most parts of the country, ex-
cept the Northeast and adjoining
areas of eastern India, are expect-
ed to record normal rainfall in
August, said IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra during
an online press conference.

Rainfall in September is like-
ly to be above normal, he said.

India received above-normal
rainfall during the first half of
the monsoon season (June and
July), with some states, par-
ticularly Himachal Pradesh,
experiencing flash floods.

"Overall, above-normal
rainfall (106 percent of the
Long Period Average of 422.8
mm) is most likely over the
country during the second
half of the southwest mon-
soon season," Mohapatra said.

"Geographically, normal to
above-normal rainfall is most
likely across most regions,
except for many parts of the
northeast and adjoining east-
ern India, isolated regions of
central India and southwest-
ern areas of the peninsular
region, where below-normal
rainfall is expected.”

Mohapatra said subdued
rainfall is expected over the next
two weeks; however, the condi-
tions do not meet the criteria

which refers to a temporary lull
in rainfall during the monsoon
when the trough shifts toward
the foothills of the Himalayas.

The country received 474.3
mm of rainfall against a normal
of 445.8 mm from June 1 to July
31, a surplus of six per cent.

The country recorded 624
very heavy rainfall events and 76
extremely heavy rainfall events,
the lowest figures in the last five
years, the IMD chief told PTL

"In Northeast India, this is
the fifth consecutive year of
below-normal rainfall. Over
the last 30 years, a declining
trend in rainfall activity has
been observed in the north-

According to Mohapatra,
good rainfall in July was due
to favorable Madden-Julian
Oscillation (MJO) conditions in
the latter half of the month and
the formation of six low-pres-
sure systems spanning 28 days.

Of these, four systems inten-
sified into depressions. Among
them, three formed over land
and moved from Gangetic West
Bengal/Northern Bay of Bengal
to Rajasthan, triggering frequent
heavy to very heavy rainfall and
even extremely heavy rainfall
on some days, the IMD said.

ENSO-neutral ~ conditions
are currently prevailing and
are expected to continue until

velop, the IMD said.

sidered "normal”.

La Nifla conditions may de-

In May, the IMD forecasted
that India would receive 106
percent of the long-period
average rainfall of 87 cm dur-
ing the June-September mon-
soon season. Rainfall ranging
between 96 and 104 percent
of this 50-year average is con-

The monsoon plays a critical
role in India's agriculture sector,
which supports the livelihood
of around 42 percent of the
population and contributes 18.2
percent to the national GDP. It is
also crucial for replenishing res-
ervoirs used for drinking water

date when Menal Khan was

zero tolerance.

for a "break monsoon phase”,

eastern states,” he added.

October. Post-monsoon, weak

and power generation

14.97 Sanctioned,
Only 2 Lakh
Installed

J&K Lags in Smart
Meter Rollout: Centre

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Under the Government
of India’s Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS), a total of
14.97 lakh smart meters have
been sanctioned for Jammu
and Kashmir, but only 2 lakh
have been installed so far, the
Centre informed the Lok Sabha
on Thursday. The figures were
shared by Minister of State for
Power, Shripad Naik, in a writ-
ten reply to a question raised by
MP Pushpendra Saroj.

According to the reply, while

272 crore has been sanctioned for
J&K’s smart metering component
under RDSS, no funds have been re-
leased or utilised so far. This comes
even as other states have already
begun receiving allocations since FY
2023-24, the minister noted.

The RDSS, launched in 2021, is
a flagship initiative of the Union
Government aimed at strength-
ening power distribution infra-
structure, reducing Aggregate
Technical and Commercial (AT&C)
losses, and accelerating the rollout
of prepaid smart meters across
the country.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

220 Drug Hotspots

concentrated pockets of drug activ-
ity, prompting intensified surveillance and en-
forcement measures.

In addition to arrests, enforcement agencies
reported the seizure of 1,388 kilograms of nar-
cotic substances and more than 62,000 psycho-
tropic tablets in the ongoing year. Authorities
have also frozen or confiscated assets worth Rs
39 crore, including 35 buildings and 13 vehi-
cles directly linked to the drug trade. Relevant
entries have been made in revenue records to
formalize these actions.

The Chief Secretary directed the Police
Department to submit monthly status reports
on NDPS cases, detailing progress in investiga-
tion, prosecution, and the age and stage of each
pending case. He also ordered an audit of long-
pending cases to identify reasons for delay and
initiate timely corrective measures.

To ensure accountability, Dulloo further in-
structed that all bail and acquittal cases under
the NDPS Act should be jointly reviewed by the
Law and Police Departments to spot any lapses
in investigation or prosecution.

On the de-addiction front, the Chief Secretary
asked the Health Department to strengthen
in-patient treatment services in Government
Medical Colleges and District Hospitals, reduc-
ing reliance on private facilities. He also called
for capacity building at IMHANS to improve
outreach and treatment access.

Director General of Police Nalin Prabhat
highlighted the need for pooled manpower
and resources to intensify the crackdown on
narcotics. He flagged the misuse of courier
services for trafficking Schedule-I drugs and
called for stricter monitoring mechanisms.

Presenting an overview of the NCORD portal
data, Principal Secretary (Home) Chandrakar
Bharti urged DCs and SSPs to regularly convene
district-level NCORD meetings, upload agen-
das, minutes, and action reports, and maintain
transparency in enforcement outcomes.

Inspector General, Crime, Sujit Kumar, shared
that 181 cases had been registered under the
PIT-NDPS Act, resulting in the detention of 58
high-profile drug traffickers through detailed
backward and forward link investigations.

To improve prosecution outcomes, over
2,150 Investigating Officers have been trained
across 247 dedicated sessions in modern tech-
niques for handling NDPS cases.

The meeting also discussed awareness cam-
paigns and inter-departmental IEC activities to
tackle substance abuse. Officials said that tech-
nology-driven solutions like Aadhaar-linked
prescription monitoring and dedicated drug
tracking portals were being developed with
support from BISAG-N to curb misuse of pre-
scription drugs.

Reaffirming the administration’s zero-tol-
erance policy against drug trafficking, Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo called for a coordinated,
data-driven and multi-pronged approach to
eliminate the drug menace from the Union
Territory.

We’'ll Safeguard

and industry bodies, on the tariffs.

“The Government attaches the utmost im-
portance to protecting and promoting the wel-
fare of our farmers, workers, entrepreneurs,
exporters, MSMEs and all sections of industry.
We will take all necessary steps to secure and
advance our national interest,” he said.

He added that the implications of the re-
cent development are being examined by the
government.

The ministry is engaged with all stakehold-
ers including exporters and industry for taking
feedback of their assessment of the situation,

Goyal said.

US President Donald Trump on Wednesday
announced the imposition of a 25 per cent
tariff on all goods coming from India starting
August 1, plus an unspecified penalty for buy-
ing Russian crude oil and military equipment.

The surprise announcement came amid a
US trade team visiting India from August 25
for the sixth round of negotiations for the pro-
posed bilateral trade agreement.

Goyal's remarks are important as India has
hardened its stance on giving duty concessions
to the US on agriculture and dairy sectors -- a
key demand of America in the trade talks with
India.

India is seeking import duty concessions
from the US for its labour-intensive sectors
like gems & jewellery and others, besides auto
parts.

The two countries are negotiating a bilateral
trade agreement (BTA) from March with an
aim to more than double the bilateral trade in
goods and services to USD 500 billion by 2030
from the current USD 191 billion. So far five
rounds of talks have been completed.

For the sixth round of talks, the US team is
visiting India from August 25.

They are aiming to conclude the first phase
of the agreement by fall (October-November)
this year. The two sides are also looking at an
interim trade deal before the BTA.

India and the US entered into negotiations
for a fair, balanced and beneficial bilateral
trade agreement in March 2025, with the first
phase of the agreement to be completed by fall
of 2025, he said.

The minister also said that in just over a de-
cade, India has rapidly transformed from being
one of the Fragile 5 to the fastest growing ma-
jor economy in the world.

“We have risen from the 11th largest econo-
my to one of the top 5 economies, driven by our
reforms, hard work of our farmers, MSMEs and
entrepreneurs. It is also widely expected that
we will become the 3rd largest economy in a
few years,” Goyal said.

Today, he said, international institutions and
economists see India as the bright spot in the
global economy.

India is contributing to almost 16 per cent of
global growth, he said.

Trump once again mounted a sharp attack
on India and Russia for their close ties and
said he doesn’t care what New India does with
Moscow.

“I don’t care what India does with Russia.
They can take their dead economies down to-
gether, for all I care,” he said.

“We have done very little business with
India, their tariffs are too high, among the high-
est in the world,” he added.

Goyal said that in the last decade, the gov-
ernment has taken measures to promote India
as the manufacturing hub of the world, driven
by the Make in India initiative.

“India’s young, skilled and talented work-
force is driving innovation and competitive-
ness of Indian industry. Our exports have
steadily increased during the last 11 years,”
he said, adding in an increasingly protection-
ist world, India has done mutually beneficial
trade agreements with UAE, UK, Australia and
EFTA countries.

“We are also committed to similar trade
agreements with other countries. We are con-
sistently working for the welfare of the farmers
and Indian agriculture, to promote prosperity
and ensure food security,” the minister noted.

Impact Of Trump

The announcement came as a surprise, as the
two countries are negotiating a trade agree-
ment. Here is a list of Q & As (questions and

answers) to explain the impact of the US move:

What is a tariff?

These are customs or import duties imposed
on the import of goods. The importer has to pay
this duty to the government. Normally, compa-
nies pass on these taxes to end users.

How much tariff is announced on India?

The US has announced a 25-per cent tariff
plus penalty for buying Russia’s crude oil and
military equipment. However, the US has not
specified the quantum of the penalty and how
it will be imposed. An executive order from the
White House on the 25 per cent tariff plus pen-
alty will give clarity on the duty structure.

A 10 per cent duty (announced on April 2)
applies to all goods.

Besides, there is a 50 per cent tariff on steel
and aluminium, and 25 per cent on auto and
auto parts. These duties are imposed over and
above the existing tariffs on Indian goods. For
example, textiles attract a 69 per cent tariff at
present, so after adding the 25 per cent, Indian
textile goods entering the US from August 1
will attract a 31-34 per cent duty. A penalty
could be added further on this.

Why is the US imposing these tariffs?

The US has alleged that it faces a significant
trade deficit with India, blaming New Delhi
for imposing high tariffs on American goods,
which it says restricts US exports to the Indian
market.

What is bilateral trade between India and
the US?

During 2021-25, the US was India’s largest
trading partner in goods. The US accounts for
about 18 per cent of India’s total exports, 6.22
per cent in imports, and 10.73 per cent in bi-
lateral trade. In 2024-25, the bilateral trade
touched USD 186 billion (USD 86.5 billion ex-
ports and USD 45.3 billion imports).

With America, India had a trade surplus (the
difference between imports and exports) of
USD 41 billion in 2024-25. It was USD 35.32
billion in 2023-24 and USD 27.7 billion in
2022-23.

In services, India exported an estimated USD
28.7 billion and imported USD 25.5 billion,
adding a USD 3.2 billion surplus.

Altogether, India ran a total trade surplus of
about USD 44.4 billion with the US.

However, according to think tank GTRI, the
US runs a USD 35-40 billion overall surplus
when revenues from education, digital servic-
es, financial activities, royalties, and arms trade
are factored in.

What are the major products traded be-
tween the two?

In 2024, India’s main exports to the US in-
cluded drug formulations and biologicals (USD
8.1 billion), telecom instruments (USD 6.5 bil-
lion), precious and semi-precious stones (USD
5.3 billion), petroleum products (USD 4.1 bil-
lion), vehicle and auto components (USD 2.8
billion), gold and other precious metal jewel-
lery (USD 3.2 billion), ready-made garments of
cotton, including accessories (USD 2.8 billion),
and products of iron and steel (USD 2.7 billion).

Imports included crude oil (USD 4.5 bil-
lion), petroleum products (USD 3.6 billion),
coal, coke (USD 3.4 billion), cut and polished
diamonds (USD 2.6 billion), electric machinery
(USD 1.4 billion), aircraft, spacecraft and parts
(USD 1.3 billion), and gold (USD 1.3 billion).

What will be the impact of the tariffs on this
trade?

Import duty makes goods expensive in the
importing country. Besides, a few other factors
also play a role in this. For example, duty on
India’s competitor nations such as Bangladesh
(35 pc), Vietnam (20 pc) and Thailand (36 pc);
and quality and standards of items.

According to exporters, Indian labour-in-
tensive goods such as garments, leather and

non-leather footwear, gems and jewellery, car-
pets and handicrafts may get impacted due to
this duty.

What will be the US tariffs on key Indian
goods from August 1?

Telecom - 25 pc; gems and jewellery - 30-
38.5 pc (5-13.5 pc at present); food and agri
goods - 29-30 pc (14-15 pc currently); apparel
12 pc plus 25 pc. Penalty component may also
be there from August 1.

Is there a substance in Trump’s allegations
that India has very high tariffs?

The US also imposes high duties on items
like dairy products (188 per cent), fruits and
vegetables (132 per cent), coffee, tea, cocoa
and spices (53 per cent), cereals and food prep-
arations (193 per cent), oilseeds, fats and oils
(164 per cent), beverages and tobacco (150 per
cent), minerals and metals (187 per cent), and
chemicals (56 per cent).

India’s average tariff rate of 17 per cent is
higher than the US’s 3.3 per cent, but similar to
other major economies like South Korea (13.4
per cent) and China (7.5 per cent).

MP’s Panel Flags

Manipur, Telangana,Uttarakhand and Union
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Lakshadweep and Puducherry on 18.12.2024
and to the States of Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu
on 03.06.2025,” the ministry submitted to the
committee.

In its recommendations, the parliamentary
panel had recommended to the ministry to
take up the issue of holding Panchayat polls
with the State governments.

Cen the Committee strongly recommends
that the Ministry of MoPR should take up this
matter at the highest level to ensure that the
purpose of 73rd Constitutional Amendment
Bill may not be defeated by non-holding of
Panchayat election by the State Government,”
reads the committee’s recommendation.

As per the committee’s report, the Panchayat
polls could not be held in Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh in 2023 due to various reasons

Azad: Pahalgam Chapter

Mahadev, who were allegedly involved in
the Pahalgam attack, Azad said he supports all
operations by the security forces but stressed
the importance of human rights.

“I have always supported every operation by
the forces even when I was the chief minister.
Security forces had full freedom, but I only had
one condition — that operations must go on,
but there should be no human rights violations
or fake encounters,” he said.

On the broader issue of Parliament proceed-
ings, Azad criticised opposition walkouts, say-
ing they benefit the government.

“I am against disrupting the functioning of
the House. If you do not allow the House to
function, then why do you get elected? Entering
the House means you will raise the national,
international, and domestic issues, and the
problems of the people in the Parliament be-
fore the government,” he said.

“The government becomes happy when the
opposition walks out because it can then pass
laws easily. So, the walkout by the opposi-
tion helps the government, it does not oppose
them,” he added.

Azad recalled that former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi had once advised him against
disrupting speeches in Parliament.

“Indira called me and told me ‘you have
come to the Parliament to speak and not create
ruckus’. She told me that one cannot become a
leader by not allowing an opposition leader to
speak,” he said.

On US President Donald Trump’s earlier
claim of having brokered a ceasefire between

India and Pakistan following Operation Sindoor,
Azad said he believes the Prime Minister’s
clarification.

“Unfortunately, Trump speaks so many
things. So, it is very difficult. The PM has made
it clear on the floor of the House that this was
our own decision and no country interfered.
He has also mentioned about his talks with the
vice president of America. With that, the chap-
ter is closed.

“I think we have no reason not to believe
our Prime Minister. He is the elected Prime
Minister of the country,” he said.

Speaking on the future of his Democratic
Progressive Azad Party (DPAP), Azad said he is
still undecided.

“I have to decide whether to continue run-
ning it or stop because the politics in Kashmir
mostly runs on emotions,” he said.

“There is a chronic disease that when some-
one becomes a minister, he wants to remain a
minister till he is alive. So, he hops from one
party to another, and he will continue to do
that till he becomes minister,” he said in refer-
ence to senior leaders who left his party.

“But those who were not (ministers) and
were DDCs, BDCs, there has been a three-fold
increase (in joining the party),” he added.

“My politics is based on truth and non-
violence. I speak the same thing in election
and otherwise, whether in Jammu, Delhi or
Srinagar. People may want me to speak differ-
ent at different places, but I cannot do that,”
Azad said.

Deadline Extended

Haj Application Forms Online, the pilgrims
are requested to go through the Haj Policy/
guidelines available at Haj Committee website
www.hajcommittee.gov.in.

Record Pilgrim Arrivals

a testament to India’s unity and its resolve to
overcome the challenges. I am truly thankful to
the devotees, who have shown immense faith
and strengthened our priceless spiritual heri-
tage,” he said.

“This godly expedition is incomparable not
because it's arduous and challenging but be-
cause it's an inimitable journey into pure bliss.
It's a spiritual experience and gives an opportu-
nity to devotees to know themselves and offers
deep trust and fills their hearts with infinite
gratitude,” he added.

Officials told the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) that a total of 8,276 pil-
grims paid obeisance at the Amarnath cave
shrine on Thursday, including 6,296 males,
1,082 females, 58 children, 55 sadhus, 3 sadh-
vis, 2 transgender individuals, and 780 security
personnel.

They said the cumulative number of pilgrims
who have completed the Yatra since its com-
mencement on July 3 has reached 401,677.

Despite witnessing several cancellations and
withdrawals following the April 22 terror at-
tack in Pahalgam, which claimed 26 lives, the
Yatra has continued. In June, authorities said
that this year’s pilgrimage numbers were “di-
rectly affected” by the attack.

Last year, more than 5.1 lakh pilgrims paid
obeisance at the cave shrine. With heightened
security concerns this year, a multi-tier se-
curity arrangement was put in place, and the
presence of security personnel was increased
for the Yatra. Besides that, the government de-
clared all routes to the Amarnath cave shrine a
“no-flying zone,” banning all kinds of aviation
platforms, including drones and balloons, for
the duration of the Yatra.

The Amarnath Yatra, which began on July
3, will conclude on August 9, coinciding with
Raksha Bandhan.
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Gill Gets Run Out As
India Make 85/30n

Rain-Hit Day One

Press Trust of India

LONDON: India lost their captain
Shubman Gill due to a suicidal
run out as intermittent rain al-
lowed only six overs in the after-
noon session on day one of the
series deciding fifth Test against
England here on Thursday.

When rain returned to The
Oval to halt the proceedings,
India were 85 for three with Sai
Sudharsan (28 batting off 84) and
Karun Nair (0 off 8) in the middle.

A sudden downpour shortly
before lunch caused the second
session to start at 3 pm local time.
Gill (21 off 35) played a copybook
cover drive off Jamie Overton to
get going after the break.

Having done all the hard
work, Gill went for a needless
single off Gus Atkinson who
picked up the ball on the follow
through and darted it into the

to hit the stumps.

stumps, leaving the Indian cap-
tain way out of his crease.

Soon after, the rain returned
resulting in the umpire taking the
tea break at 4.10 pm local time.

In the morning session, In-
dia lost their openers Yashasvi
Jaiswal (2 off 9) and K L Rahul
(14 off 40) on a green top but did
well to reach lunch 72 for two.

On the greenest pitch of the
series, the ball expectedly did
seam around but it was not
swinging profusely.

Playing his first game of the
series, Atkinson struck in his
second over by having Jaiswal
trapped in front. The on-field
umpire did not give it out but
England reviewed successfully
with the incoming ball going on

The other pacers Josh Tongue
and Jamie Overton struggled
for control. Tongue conceded 12

runs in his opening over includ-
ing 10 via two wides on either
side of the stumps.

India reached 36 for one in the
first hour of play.

Rahul, who has been India's
most solid batter over the course
of the series, was the second wick-
et to fall. The short ball from Chris
Woakes did not do much but Ra-
hul went for the cut when it was
too close to his body, eventually
playing on to his stumps.

Number three Sai Sudharsan
and Gill then batted till lunch,
which was taken early due to a sud-
den downpour at The Oval, where
the sun played hide and seek.

India made four changes to
their playing eleven, bringing in
a fit-again Akash Deep, Prasidh
Krishna, Karun Nair and Dhruv
Jurel for Jasprit Bumrah, Anshul
Kamboj, Shardul Thakur and the
injured Rishabh Pant.

Observer News Service | Y. 9

SRINAGAR: The second qualifier
of the Khyber Cement Kashmir
Super League 2025 delivered
a nail-biting contest between
Arco United FC and Aqua Kash-
mir Avengers FC on Thursday at
TRC Ground here. In a first for
the inaugural tournament, the
match ended in a goalless draw
in regulation time and was de-
cided by a dramatic penalty
shootout. Keeping their nerves,
Aqua Kashmir Avengers emerg-
ing victorious 3-1 to secure their

Kashmir Super League 2025: Aqua Avengers Kashmir
Edge Past Arco United To Enter Final

» LG Manoj Sinha Attends Game At TRC

e vy

kashmirsuperleaguel/Facebook

spot in the grand finale.

Both teams displayed im-
mense grit, tactical discipline,
and strong defensive organiza-
tion, keeping the match dead-
locked despite numerous close
chances. The tension peaked
during the penalty shootout,
which captivated the packed
stadium and ended with Aqua
Kashmir Avengers FC holding
their nerve to seal the win.

J&K Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha attended the game

during halftime.

“Football holds a special place
in the hearts of Kashmir's youth;
it's more than just a sport, it's a
passion. It truly unites people
and connects hearts. It is a sym-
bol of brotherhood and unity,”
the LG said.

“Kashmir Super League will
be considered as a significant

football players from Kashmir
to compete on national and in-
ternational levels,” he said.

Department of Youth Ser-

vices and Sports Commissioner
Secretary Sarmad Hafeez and
J&K Sports Council Secretary
Nuzhat Gul presented the LG
with a memento.

Award winners of the game:

milestone in J&K's Football his- e Khyber Cement Game
tory. I hope that the success Changer Award - Salman
of Kashmir Super League will Lateef (Aqua Kashmir
serve as a launching pad for Avengers FC)

The felicitation
of the game was attended by

Khyber Cement Player of
the Match - Burhan Sarwar
(Aqua Kashmir Avengers FC)
Athwas Golden Moment
Award - Jahangir Shagoo
(Arco United FC)

Events Emporio X Factor
Excellence Award - Shoaib
Haneef (Arco United FC)
Kings Player of the Match -
Adnan Ayoub (Aqua Kash-
mir Avengers FC)
ceremony

Anisa Nabi, Chief Sports Officer,
JKSC; Javid Ahmad, DSO Cen-
tral; and Mohammad Magbool
Lone from New JK Roadways,
who appreciated the efforts of
the players and organisers.
With this win, Aqua Kashmir
Avengers FC will now face Unit-
ed Elegant FC in what promises
to be a grand final game of the
Khyber Cement Kashmir Super
League. The contest takes place
on Sunday, August 3, at TRC
Ground, with kick off at 7:00 PM.
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Budgam’s Budding
Athletes Compete In U-14

Ganderbal Wins
Provincial Level U-14 Girls
Football Championship

Bayern Aims For Jamal
Musiala’s Return By 2025 End

thletic Meet

Dabirah Hassan

BUDGAM: Under directions
of District Youth Services
and Sports Officer Bud-
gam Ghulam Hassan Lone,
the Zonal Physical Educa-
tion Office Hardpanzoo
on Thursday organised an
Inter-School Zonal Level
Athletic Meet for Boys Un-
der 14.

The event was formally
inaugurated by Altaf Ah-
mad Katari, In-Charge Ac-
tivity, ZPEO Hardpanzoo,
in the presence of zonal of-
ficials and field staff. In his
address, Katari applauded
the young athletes for their
enthusiasm and highlight-
ed the pivotal role of grass-
roots sports in shaping
disciplined and confident
individuals.

The meet saw participa-
tion from a large number

of government and private
schools across the zone,

with student-athletes
showcasing commendable
zeal in various track and
field events such as 100
meters, 200 meters, shot
put, discus throw, and jav-
elin throw.

Each event witnessed
impressive  displays of
stamina, strength and
sportsmanship, reflect-
ing the growing athletic
culture in the region. The
competition provided a
platform for young talents
to shine while serving as
a selection ground for fu-
ture District Level repre-
sentations.

The ZPEO Hardpanzoo
team reaffirmed their
commitment to nurturing
talent and strengthening
physical education pro-
grams in schools.

Defeat Srinagar 2-1 in final

Younis Paray

GANDERBAL: The Inter Dis-
trict Provincial Level Foot-
ball Championship for Girls
Under-14, organised by the
Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports J&K and
hosted by YSS Ganderbal at
GCOPE Gadoora, concluded
on Thursday. The multi-
day tournament witnessed
spirited participation from
various districts of Kash-
mir, offering a platform for
young female footballers to
showcase their talent and
sportsmanship.

On the final day, two
matches were held—the fi-

nal and the hardliner. The

hardliner match for third
place was played between
District Bandipora and
District Budgam, in which
Bandipora emerged victo-
rious after a competitive
face-off.

The  much-anticipated
final saw host District
Ganderbal take on District
Srinagar. Ganderbal domi-
nated the first half, scoring
two brilliant goals. Srinagar
responded with an early
goal in the second half and
kept pressing hard, but Gan-
derbal’s defense stood firm.

The hosts held their 2-1
lead until the final whistle,
thereby lifting the champi-
onship trophy.
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After Breaking Leg At CWC

£

AP

MUNICH: Jamal Musiala is
still using crutches after
breaking his leg at the Club
World Cup but Bayern Mu-
nich hopes he’ll be back by
the end of the year.

The 22-year-old at-
tacking midfielder was
stretchered off in pain
after colliding with Paris
Saint-Germain goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma as
his team lost 2-0 to Paris
Saint-Germain in the quar-
terfinals this month.

“Jamal still has crutches
but the process is very, very
positive,” Bayern board
member for sport Max
Eberl said Thursday at an

event to present new sign-
ing Luis Diaz.
Eberl added that the

club expects Musiala
could return around the
same time as wing back
Alphonso Davies. The Ca-
nadian player has been
out since sustaining a se-
vere knee ligament injury
with his national team in
March, but Eberl said he
had his “first exercises on
the field” Thursday.

“So far there have been
no complications with both
of them. We need to knock
on wood that it stays that
way and then we obvious-
ly hope that they will be
available at the end of the
year,” Eberl said.

Selection Trials For Girls Sub-

Junior Nationals On Aug 4

he J&K Sports Council on Thursday an-
Tnounced selection trials for the Sub-Junior

National Football Championship 2025,
scheduled to be held on August 16 in Chhattis-
garh.

The trials and selection process will be held a
selection committee formed by the Sports Coun-
cil and will be held in both Srinagar and Jammu.

Only those born on or after January 1, 2012 or
on or before December 31, 2013.

The trials in Srinagar will be held on August 4
at TRC Ground at 3:00 PM. Jammu will host the
trials at the same date and time at Mini Stadium
Parade.

The selected players will undergo a coaching
camp before participating in the championship.
(Observer News Service)

Kuldeep Should Have
Played At Lord's &
Manchester: Ganguly

ormer captain Sourav Ganguly on Thursday
Fbelieved India may have missed a trick by

not playing Kuldeep Yadav at Lord's and
Manchester, as quality spinners come to the fore
on the last two days of a Test match.

Left-arm wrist spinner Kuldeep didn't get a
single game in the ongoing five-match Test series
against England.

"[ wish Kuldeep had played in Manchester,
had played at Lord's and even in Birmingham
because without quality spin you would find it
hard to get teams out on day four and five of a
Test," Ganguly told reporters here.

Ganguly cited as example the fourth Test in
Manchester where the Indian lower middle-
order batters frustrated the English bowlers,
playing out 143 overs to force a draw on a fifth
day pitch.

"You saw what happened to England when
India batted on a pitch which had a bit of rough
and on a pitch which had a bit of turn -- there
wasn't a quality spinner so England could not get
20 wickets.

"In the past, great sides had great spinners,
whether it's Shane Warne, Murali, England's
Swann, Panesar, India's Kumble, Harbhajan,
Ashwin. So, I think Kuldeep is someone India
will have to continue to look into playing in the
future.” (PTI)

1st Test: Zimbabwe 31-2 After
NZ Take Big Lead

evon Conway and Daryl Mitchell missed
Dout on centuries but New Zealand was still

in command after Day 2 of the first cricket
test against Zimbabwe on Thursday.

Conway made 88 and Mitchell was the last
man out for 80 as the Black Caps were bowled
out for 307 in their first innings.

New Zealand's fast bowlers then made early
inroads by removing Ben Curran (11) and Brian
Bennett (18) as Zimbabwe reached 31-2 at
stumps, still trailing by 127 runs.

Tall paceman Blessing Muzarabani was the
stand-out bowler for Zimbabwe with 3-73, and
Tanaka Chivanga ignited a middle-order collapse
with 2-51 before Mitchell batted well with the
tail-enders to give New Zealand a clear advantage.

No. 9 batter Nathan Smith braved several
body blows against Muzarabani's short deliver-
ies before he finally retired hurt for 22 due to an
abdominal tear. It is highly unlikely that Smith
will bowl in Zimbabwe's second innings as he
walked off in pain after being struck on the body
by Muzarabani. (AP)

F1 Champion Verstappen
Staying With Red Bull For 2026

ormula 1 champion Max Verstappen says he
Fis staying with the Red Bull team for next

year, ending months of speculation over his
future.

“For me, it's always been quite clear, and also
for next year," the four-time champion said
Thursday ahead of the Hungarian Grand Prix.

"I'm discussing with the team already the
plans — the things that we want to change for
next year, so that means that I'm also staying
with the team for next year.”

Verstappen has a contract with Red Bull
through 2028. At recent races he had deflected
direct questions about whether he'd stay with
the team next year, and there had been indica-
tions that a performance-related clause could
allow him to exit the contract earlier. The exact
details of any clause are not public.

Mercedes driver George Russell had said he
believed his team was holding talks with Ver-
stappen. (AP)

5th Test: India v England Day 1

Scoreboard

coreboard at stumps on Day 1 of the fifth
Test between India and England at The Oval
on Thursday.

India 1st Innings:

Yashasvi Jaiswal Ibw b Atkinson 2

KL Rahul b Woakes 14

Sai Sudharsan c Smith b Tongue 38

Shubman Gill run out 21

Karun Nair batting 52

Ravindra Jadeja ¢ Smith b Tongue 9

Dhruv Jurel c Brook b Atkinson 19

Washington Sundar batting 19

Extras: (B-4, LB-6, NB-4, W-16) 30

Total: (For 6 wickets in 64 overs) 204

Fall of wickets: 1/10, 2/38, 3/83, 4/101, 5/123,
6/153.

Bowling: Chris Woakes 14-1-46-1, Gus At-
kinson 19-7-31-2, Josh Tongue 13-3-47-2, Jamie
Overton 16-0-66-0, Jacob Bethell 2-1-4-0. (PTI)

____________________________________
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Mohamed Ashraf Mir
(1%t August 1949 - 17" July 2025)

Mujeeb Mir
(1 August 1970 - 1* February 2005)

s
\ Ak 4

Sabeha Mir
(9" March 1966 - 13" May 2020)

«CIe»

Group

3320146

No peak too high to climb

No love too great to sacrifice

Blessed ones rememberd
Indeed, we belong to allah
Indeed, they returned to him.

A. Rashid Mir
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