Sonam [otus Breaks

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: As Kashmiris grum-
ble about "missed" weather
forecasts this July, the region’s
most trusted weatherman,
Sonam Lotus, says the confu-
sion isn't about failure.

“It's about misunderstand-
ing how weather works here,”

th-
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Why Kashmir’s Weather Forecasts Go Wrong

In a straight-talking inter-
view with Kashmir Observer,
the former IMD chief for J&K
breaks it down: “Forecasting
summer weather in Kashmir
is a science of uncertainty.”

High heat, wild humidity,
and Kashmir's rugged moun-
tains make predicting rainfall
in July and August far tougher
than in winter. “In winter,

IQ & ‘ IT’S NOT LIKE PICKING UP
' THE PHONE AND SAYING,
t'll rain tomorrow. We have to go
through satellite images, radar data,
synoptic charts. It’s like detective

work. You need good models and
skilled people to read them right"

That's why forecast accu-

the sky changes fast.” racy drops from 90% in winter

to nearly 70% in summer. And
yet, when rain doesn’t show
up as expected, many call it a
failure.

“We forecast rain from July
21 to 24, not a flood. People
think it means continuous
rain. It doesn’t. It means likely,
scattered showers across dif-
ferent parts of the region, not
just Srinagar.”

Lotus also dismisses a popu-
lar myth that monsoon clouds
can’'t cross the Pir Panjal.
“They can, and they do,” he
says. “Rain hit Jammu and
other areas. The clouds came.
They just didn’t pour where
people were expecting.”

As for the tools, IMD uses
high-end national and glob-
al models, but Lotus says

Silence on 'Tnaccurate' Forecasts: “The Sky Doesn’t Obey Us”

machines don’t do magic.

“Forecasting is part science,
part skill. A wrong reading can
throw it all off. That’s why ex-
perience matters.”

In this candid Q&A, Sonam
Lotus explains why forecast-
ing in Kashmir is as complex
as the mountains themselves,
what went right (and wrong)
with the | More on P6

he said.
Y/ AN

Flash Flood
Alert For12

Observer News Service
Srinagar: The India
Meteorological Department

(IMD) has issued a Flash Flood
Guidance Bulletin, warning of
a low to moderate risk of flash
floodsin several districts, includ-
ing Kathua, Samba, Udhampur,

&K Distrits

= |

Baramulla and Anantnag, over
the next 24 hours.

In response, District Disaster
Management Authorities
(DDMAs) have been urged to
take necessary precautions and
measures as per established
protocols to ensure public safe-
ty and mitigate risks. Further
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New Delhi: Jammu and
Kashmir suffered significant
crop damage due to unseason-
al rains and extreme weather
conditions during the 2025
Monsoon season with 1,239
hectares of Agricultural land
affected, according to the
Union Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare.

The information was ta-
bled in response to a ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha. Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan stated that the
losses were reported between
April 1 and July 14, 2025.

Major crops impacted in the
region include wheat, maize,
paddy, barley and various
horticultural produce, though
district-level specifics were

EXTREME WEATHER

1,200 Hectares Of Crops Damaged
In Jammu & Kashmir: Centre

not detailed in the statement.

Under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY),
over 9,500 farmer applica-
tions were insured in J&K,
covering an area of 5,500
hectares. As of June 30, the

File Photo

government disbursed Rs 2.7
crore in claims, benefitting in-
sured farmers who faced yield
loss due to extreme weather.
In contrast, Ladakh record-
ed zero crop damage dur-
ing the same period, and no

compensation or claims were
reported. However, 14 hect-
ares were insured under the
crop insurance schemes, sug-
gesting a growing awareness
and participation by Ladakhi
farmers in risk mitigation
measures.

The government said that
disaster relief responsibili-
ties lie primarily with State
governments.

However, in cases of se-
vere calamity, Central assis-
tance is extended through the
National Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF) based on assess-
ments by Inter-Ministerial
Central Teams  (IMCTs).
Jammu & Kashmir, like other
states, can tap into the State
Disaster  Response  Fund
(SDRF) for immediate relief.
(KNO)

No Link
Between COVID
Jabs & Sudden
Deaths: Govt

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Indian Council
of Medical Research-National
Institute  of  Epidemiology
(ICMR-NIE) has found no associ-
ation between COVID-19 vacci-
nation and unexplained sudden
deaths among young adults in
India, the government informed
Parliament on Tuesday.

Responding to a question
raised by Congress MP Imran
Pratapgarhi, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare cit-
ed findings from a large-scale
study titled “Factors associ-
ated with unexplained sudden
deaths among adults aged 18-
45 years in India: A multicentric
matched case-control study.”

The study was conducted
between May and August 2023
across 47 tertiary care hos-
pitals in 19 states and Union
Territories. It examined cases
from October 1, 2021, to March
31, 2023, involving individu-
als aged 18-45 who appeared
healthy but died suddenly
within | More on P6

Fake Firms, Forged Papers

ED

Doda, Kishtwar, = Ramban,
Reasi, Jammu, Rajouri, Poonch,

LG Launches Portal To Fast-Irack

updates will follow based on
IMD advisories. | More on P6

Rainstorm Disrupts &% 7%
Lifeln Rajouri,Poonch '

Il across Jammu and Kashmir’s

Rajouri and Poonch districts triggered widespread

disruption on Tuesday, forcing school closures, damaging
infrastructure, and bringing life to a standstill across many
areas. Flood-like conditions gripped Mendhar and parts of
Rajouri, with water levels in rivers rising | More on P6

I ncessant overnight rainfal

2 Convicted In Acid
Attack Case After 15 Years

Observer News Service

Srinagar: After nearly 15
years of legal battle, a
Fast Track Court in south
Kashmir’s Kulgam district on
Monday convicted two men
in a 2010 acid attack that left
a local schoolteacher perma-
nently disabled and his wife
severely injured.

Additional Sessions Judge
convicted Mohammad Yasen
Kully and Mohammad Igbal
Kully, both residents of
Kully Nad Lamad in Devsar,
in connection with FIR No.

214/2010 under sections 452,
307, 326, and 34 of the Ranbir
Penal Code (RPC), registered
at Police Station Qazigund.
According to Chief
Prosecuting Officer (CPO) Zia-
u-Rehman, the victim Nazir
Ahmed Bihad, a Rehbar-e-
Taleem teacher from Kolinad
Lamad, was attacked with
acid while offering Maghrib
(evening) prayers at home.
“His wife thought the ac-
cused had come to visit. He
asked them to wait and she
went inside to fetch food for
them. In that | More on P6

Relief For Terror Victim Families

Observer News Service

Srinagar:Lieutenant ~ Governor
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday
launched a web portal to ex-
pedite the process of providing
relief and compassionate ap-
pointments to the families of
terror attack victims in Jammu
and Kashmir .

Developed by the Home
Department in collaboration
with the National Informatics
Centre (NIC), the portal is de-
signed as a centralized plat-
form to capture comprehensive
district-wise data on terrorism-
affected families, ensuring in-
stitutionalized and accountable
support.

“The initiative will stream-
line and expedite the process of
providing relief, compassionate
appointments, and other forms
of assistance to those who have

A

suffered from terrorism in the
UT,” LG Sinha said at the launch.

In addition to details about
the victims, the portal will also
track any encroachments on the
properties of the victims or their
next of kin (NOKs), the official
spokesperson said. This move
is aimed at ensuring that no le-
gitimate case goes unaddressed

TAmarnath Yatra Observer News Service

Sees Improved
Security,
Facilities'

J

ammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Tuesday said that the security

v il l

and that financial assistance, ex-
gratia payments, and employ-
ment benefits are provided to all
eligible families without delays
or duplication.

Highlighting his administra-
tion’s seriousness, the Lieutenant
Governor is personally monitor-
ing the redressal of cases across
the Union Territory.

Helplines and Monitoring Cells

To make the system more
accessible, toll-free  helpline
numbers have been set up at
the Divisional Commissioners’
offices in both Jammu (0191-
2478995) and Kashmir (0194-
2487777). These helplines are
managed by dedicated control
rooms and trained personnel,
serving as citizen interfaces for
queries and grievances related
to pending government support.

The helplines are fully inte-
grated with the | More on P6

arrangements and facilities for
Amarnath pilgrims have steadily
improved over the past three to
four years, resulting in high levels of
satisfaction among | More on P6

Exposes 130 Cr

Loan Scam In Srinagar

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has filed
a  prosecution complaint
(chargesheet) in a 330 crore
money laundering case linked
to a massive loan fraud involv-
ing Canara Bank’s Residency
Road branch in Srinagar. The
scam, which came to light
during investigations
by the CBI and ED,
involved the sanc-
tioning of loans
against fake firms
and forged docu-
ments, resulting in

major losses to the public sec-
tor bank.

The ED named 12 individu-
als in its chargesheet, includ-
ing the then Canara Bank
Branch Manager Kuldeep
Kumar and several travel com-
pany owners who allegedly
used fabricated documents to
avail credit facilities under the
guise of promoting tourism.

Among the accused are
Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat of
M/s Space Travels, Gowhar

Baup

Nazir Shah of M/s Greenland
Travels, and Mushtaq Ahmad
Wani of M/s Al-Khair Haj &
Umrah Services, among oth-
ers. The ED said these entities
were either non-existent or
shell companies used to si-
phon off funds through fake
travel businesses.

The fraudulent loans were
issued between 2012 and 2014
without proper verification,
and many of the

firms defaulted

soon after, trig-

gering suspicions.

The ED began

probing the case based

on a chargesheet filed

earlier by the Central

Bureau of Investigation
(CBI)in 2019.

As part of the ongoing
probe under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), the ED has already at-
tached properties worth 34.82
crore. These include land and
residential assets believed to
be purchased using proceeds
of crime.

According to | More on P6

Jailed Rashid 'Statehood Restoration'
Allowed To Attend

Parliament

Observer News Service Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: A Delhi court on New Delhi: Congress' Jammu

Tuesday granted custody paro

le

to jailed Lok Sabha MP Engineer

Rashid from July 24 to August
to attend the monsoon session
Parliament.

Rashid, currently lodged in Tih

4
of

ar

Jail, was arrested by the National

Investigation Agency (NIA)

in

2019 under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act in connection

with a 2017 terror funding case.
Additional  Sessions

Judge

Chander Jit Singh granted the

custody parole, which allows

a

prisoner to be escorted by armed
police personnel for specific du-

ties. | More on P6

and Kashmir unit on Tuesday
staged a protest at Jantar
Mantar here, demanding res-
toration of full statehood to the
Union Territory.

Congress general secretary
(organisation), K C Venugopal,
AICC in-charge of J&K Naseer
Hussain and J&K Congress
chief Tarig Hameed Karra,
among others, took part in the

protest.

"Jammu and Kashmir is the
first instance of a state be-
ing downgraded into a Union
Territory. Such democratic
backsliding and insult to the
people of a state is unaccept-
able," Venugopal said in a post
on X after the protest.

"JRKPCC is protesting at
Jantar Mantar, to demand
restoration of full statehood
to J&K. I joined in the protest
and spoke about the need to

J&K Cong Holds Protest At Jantar Mantar In Delhi

defend the Constitution and
restore the dignity of the peo-
ple of J&K. The promises made
in Parliament must be fulfilled
without delay,” he said.

The Congress on Sunday
said the party will raise the
demand for restoration of
full statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir in the Monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament.

Congressleaders Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi had
last | More on P6

They Never
Sought Our
Support:CM

hief Minister Omar Abdullah on
CTuesday said that the Congress

never sought support for their
campaign, demanding statehood

restoration to Jammu and Kashmir.
"They (Congress) didn't even raise the
issue during the INDIA bloc meeting
recently. We are the | More on P6

'Forgery Of GI QR Code'
Showroom Blacklisted For

Selling "Fake' Carpet In Kashmir

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a major crack-
down aimed at preserving
the integrity of Kashmir’s
globally renowned
handicrafts  sector, the
Directorate of Handicrafts
and Handloom, Kashmir,
has blacklisted and dereg-
istered a Tangmarg-based
showroom, The Kashmir Art
Bazaar, for fraudulently sell-
ing a machine-made carpet
as a hand-knotted Kashmiri
Gl-certified piece to a tourist
for 32.55 lakh.

According to Order No.
10-HD(QC) of 2025, issued

on July 22 by the Director
Handicrafts and Handloom,
the showroom was found
guilty of pasting a fake QR la-
bel mimicking the official cer-
tification issued by the Indian
Institute of Carpet Technology
(IICT), thereby misleading
the buyer into believing the
carpet was an authentic GI-
tagged handmade product.
The action follows a com-
plaint by a tourist, Syed
Furgan Alam, who ap-
proached IICT Srinagar after
suspecting foul play in his
purchase. Alam had paid
325,000 in advance for the
carpet from | More on P6

BANGLADESH
SCHOOL JET CRASH

Death Toll
Rises To 31

Press Trust Of India

Dhaka: The death toll from
the crash of the Bangladesh
Air Force training fighter jet
into a school building in Dhaka
rose to 31 as more people suc-
cumbed to their injuries, au-
thorities said on Tuesday.

The F-7 BGI aircraft, a train-
ing fighter jet manufactured in
China, experienced a “mechan-
ical fault” moments after take-
off and crashed into the two-
storey building of Milestone
School and College at Diabari in
Dhaka'’s Uttara area on Monday.

The death | More on P6
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Bees Have Some Ways To Cope With Warming
Earth, But Researchers Fear For Their Future

Associated Press

weat covers Isaac Barnes's face
under his beekeeper's veil as
he hauls boxes of honeycomb
from his hives to his truck. It's
a workout in what feels like a sauna as
the late-morning June temperatures
rise.
Though Barnes was hot, his bees were
even hotter. Their body temperatures
can be up to 27 degrees Fahrenheit
(about 15 Celsius) higher than the air
around them. As global temperatures
rise under climate change, scientists
are trying to better understand the
effects on managed and wild bees as
they pollinate crops, gather nectar,
make honey and reproduce.
They noticed flying bees gathering
nectar avoided overheating on the
hottest days by using fewer but harder
wingbeats to keep their body temper-
ature below dangerous levels, accord-
ing to a study published last year. Sci-
entists also say that bees — like people
— may also cope by retreating to a
cooler environment such as the shade
or their nest.
“Just like we go into the shade, or we
sweat or we might work less hard,
bees actually do the exact same thing
so they can avoid the heat,” said Jon
Harrison, an environmental physiolo-
gist at Arizona State University and
one of the study's authors.
But that means the bees aren't able to
do what they normally do, said Kevin
McCluney, a biology professor at Bowl-
ing Green State University.
“They're not going out and getting
more nectar. They're not mating.
They're not doing the things that bees
would otherwise do,” McCluney said.
Heat is just one challenge for critical
pollinator
Generally, most bees are heat-toler-
ant, but as the climate warms, some

experts think their ability to fend off
disease and gather food might become
harder. And habitat loss, increased use
of pesticides, diseases and lack of for-
age for both managed and wild bees
are all listed as potential contributors
to the global decline of bees and other
pollinators.

“If you're not well-fed, and your body
is intoxicated with pesticides and you
have lots of diseases in your body,
you're going to be less heat-tolerant
than if you were healthy,” said Margar-
ita Lopez-Uribe, a pollinator health ex-
pert at Pennsylvania State University.
Earlier this year, preliminary results
from the annual US Beekeeping Survey
found that beekeepers lost almost 56%
of their managed colonies, the highest
loss since the survey started in 2010.
Almost all of the managed honeybee
colonies in the US are used to pollinate
agricultural crops such as almonds,
apples, cherries and blueberries. Few-
er pollinators can lead to less pollina-
tion and potentially lower yields.

“It's a very fragile system if you think
about it,” Lopez-Uribe said. “Because if
something goes wrong, you have these
super high-value crops that won't get
enough bees for pollination.”

Losing hives at Honeyrun Farms

Back at Barnes' hives in Ohio, thou-
sands of honeybees fly around as he
gathers boxes to take back to his farm
for honey production. Nearby, a couple

groves.

months earlier.

the summertime.”

of his bees land on milkweed flowers,
a rare bit of plant diversity in an area
dominated by corn and soybean fields.
For Barnes, who operates Honeyrun
Farm with his wife, Jayne, one of the
challenges heat can pose to his 500
honeybee hives is fending off parasitic
mites that threaten the bees. If tem-
peratures get too hot, he can't apply
formic acid, an organic chemical that
kills the mites. If it's applied when it's
too hot, the bees could die.

Last year they lost almost a third of
the 400 hives they sent to California
to help pollinate commercial almond
Barnes thinks those hives
may have been in poor health ahead
of pollination because they were un-
able to ward off mites when it was hot

“Dead hives aren't pollinating the al-
monds,” he said. “It's a real ripple ef-
fect that stems back from the heat in

Sometimes the heat helps. Here in
Ohio, Barnes' hives last summer pro-
duced a bumper crop of honey as they
feasted on nearby soybean nectar as
the plants bloomed in the heat. Still,
the lack of diverse plants for bees to
forage in an area dominated by corn
and soybean fields isn't ideal.
And even the native blooms are ap-
pearing erratically, Barnes said. In au-
tumn, his bees search for food on gold-
enrod, but those blooms are appearing

later. And even then, he has supple-
mented his hive with additional food
to keep them healthy into the winter.
“Every single plant that blooms is
something that the bee can use
Barnes said. “And every single plant is
affected by climate change.”

Research that may aid bees is in peril
It's only in the last decade that people
have become aware of the magnitude
of the pollinator decline globally, said
Harrison, of Arizona State University.
Data is limited on how much climate
change and heat stress is contributing
to pollinator decline.

“It's a relatively new focus for biology,"
he said. “I think it's super important,
but it's not being studied a ton.”

The Trump administration's proposed
budget would eliminate the research
program that funds the USGS Bee Lab,
which supports the inventory, moni-
toring and natural history of the na-
tion's wild bees. Other grants for bee
research are also in jeopardy.

US Sen Jeff Merkley of Oregon said
America's pollinators are in “grave
danger,” and he'll fight for the fed-
eral funding. Pollinators contribute to
the health of the planet, the crops we
grow and the food we eat, he said.
“Rather than taking bold action to pro-
tect them, the Trump administration
has proposed a reckless budget that
would zero out funding for critical re-
search aimed at saving important pol-
linators,” he said in a statement to The
Associated Press.

Harrison said his research on this topic
would come to a halt if cuts are made
to his federal funding, and it would be
more difficult in general for scientists
to study the disappearance of bees
and other pollinators and improve
how they prevent these losses. Not
being able to manage these pollinator
deaths could cause the price of fruits,
vegetables, nuts, coffee and chocolate
to jump or become scarce.

-

PUBLIC NOTICE

| want to change the name on Electricity Bill bearing C.Id No:
0204020000576 from Abdul gayoom magloo to Ghulam Mo-
hammad Dar S/o ghulam Mohammad Dar R/0 Jogi lankar rain-
awari Srinagar. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/
she may file them in the office fo the PDD Sub Divn. Rainawari
within seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Ghulam Mohammad Dar X
S/0 Ghulam Mohammad Dar
R/0 Jogi Lankar Rainawari Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have applied for the DOB Certificate from the Office of the
Naib tehsildar sumbal . If anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file them in the above mentioned office
within seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Hafiz Ali (DOB 11-05-2013)

S/0 Ghulam Mohammad Kawa

R/o Dangarpora fko_r

PUBLIC NOTICE

My DOB has been wrongly written in my Adhaar card as
05-03-2011 while my correct DOB is 05-03-2012. Now | have
applied for the correction of the same. If anybody has any
objection in this regard, he/she may file them in the Office of
the Naib tehsildar sumbal within seven days. After that no
objection shall be entertained.

Insha Nazir DOB 05-03-2012

D/o Nazir Ahmad Dar

R/o Dangerpora FKO_R

LOST OF CERTIFICATE

| Adil Hussain Mir S/o Gh Hassan Mir have lost my
Degree Certificate of Bachelor of Arts (B.A) having
Reg. No:- 65103-Ang-2011 Session 2011 jan-2014,
Regular mode, Division 2nd Somewhere. Now | have
to apply for duplicate one at University Of Kashmir. If
anybody is having any objection he/she may file the
same to the Concerned Department of University of
Kashmir within a weeks time after that no objection will
be entertained.
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HIGH COURT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR AND LADAKH

(OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR GENERAL AT SRINAGAR)

Subject: Adopting special measures by the Courts in the UTs of J&K and Ladakh for prioritizing the cases of the defence personnel and

their dependents.
NOTIFICATION
No: 2376/RG Dated:21-07-2025
Hon'ble the Chief Justice has been pleased to lay down the following guidelines for trial and disposal of cases of Defence Personnel by
the Officers of the District Judiciary of the UTs of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh:
1. TITLE. - These guidelines shall be referred to as the Guidelines for trial and disposal of cases of Defence Personnel by the Officers of
the District Judiciary, 2025.
2. ENFORCEMENT. - These guidelines shall come into effect from the date of notification.
3. SCOPE AND EXTENT. - These guidelines shall apply to all the cases to be filed or already pending in all the courts in the
Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, which relate to-
i) the defence personnel, whether serving or retired, of the regular armed forces like Army, Air-Force and Navy or the Central
Armed Para-Military Forces like Assam Rifles, Border Security Force, Central Reserve Police Force, Sashastra Seema Bal, Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force or other specialized armed forces deployed for safety and security of the country;
ii) dependents of defence personnel where such defence personnel have become incapacitated, mentally or physically, or
after their death.
4, IDENTIFICATION OF THE CASES AND MARKING. - (1) All the courts in the first instance shall make all possible endeavour
to identify the cases of defence personnel pending adjudication and shall be specially marked by way of colour code, tagging or any
other convenient mode, for assigning special priority to all such cases, and such priority assignment shall be in
addition to the priority areas already defined.

(2) All the cases filed henceforth shall also be specially marked for the aforesaid purpose, from the date of filing itself.

(3) For the above purposes, relevant data shall be obtained by the courts by all feasible means, including data capturing
through CIS functionality.

5. EXPEDITIOUS TRIAL. - All the cases identified as above shall be assigned special priority and shallbe adjudicated or

disposed of on utmost priority, so that these can be disposed of as expeditiously as practically possible, and while doing so the courts
shall be guided by the special rules of procedure and the legislations relating to military and other armed forces, like The Indian Sol-
diers (Litigation) Act, 1925, The Army Act, 1950, The Air-Force Act, 1950, The Navy Act, 1950 or corresponding laws applicable to other
armed forces or CAPFs and the rules or regulations framed thereunder.

6. ATTENDANCE OF DEFENCE PERSONNEL. - Whenever attendance of the defence personnel is expedient or unavoidably required
for adjudication of their cases or of their family members, the courts shall be guided by the special rules of procedure or statutory
requirements of the legislations of military or other defence forces, and the timelines specified for their availability during the pro-
ceedings of their cases shall be strictly observed. It shall be ensured that such defence personnel are given appropri-
ate precedence so that they are not made to wait unnecessarily.

7.DETENTION OR RESTRAINT, - (1) Whenever it is required by law to put any defence personnel to detention or restraint whether
personal or in respect of property, or any such personnel has been detained by law enforcement agencies and is produced before

the courts or his person or property has been put to restraint, the courts shall be guided by special rules of procedure to handle such
restraints or detentions and shall ensure that any such restraint or detention is sanctioned by law.

(2) In case of any such detention in case of the serving defence personnel, an infonnation shall be forwarded to the officer superiorin
command of such defence personnel and in case of retired defence personnel, an infonnation may be forwarded to Zila Sainik Board or
any equivalent institution.

8. SPECIAL PRIVILEGES. - Corts shall always keep into consideration, while proceeding in the cases involving defence personnel,
special privileges orimmunity available under any law relating to the said defence personnel, and shall pass orders consistent with
such laws.

9. STAY OF PROCEEDINGS. - Wherever it is required consistent with the provisions to which the defence personnel are subject, the
courts shall stay the proceedings for such time as may be desirable under such laws, and may in this regard take all measures that are
required by such laws.

10. REFERENCE OF CASES TO LOK-ADALATS OR MEDIATION. - Wherever the courts find, in appropriate cases, the feasibility or
scope of negotiated settlement of disputes, the courts shall in accordance with rules of procedure like Section 89 and Order X CPC or
the provisions of the Legal Services Act, make utmost endeavour to get such cases settled through the institutions of Lok-Adalat or
Mediation etc. and shall make reference appropriately at the first available opportunity and shall continue to explore any such pos-
sibility during pendency of the case.

11. FORWARDING OR TRANSFER OF CASES. - Wherever the courts find, like in the service matters, that the cases of the defence
personnel are triable exclusively by any forum or tribunal constituted by law, such cases shall be forwarded or transferred as the case
may be, in accord with any special legislation, without wasting any time.

12. TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING. - The judicial officers shall be provided such training by the Judicial Academy, at such
intervals, as may be required for updating of knowledge and capacity building on the subjects concerning the defence personnel or the
special procedures in respect of the litigation of the defence personnel.

By Order.
NO.:39408-62/RG/
DIPK-4049/25
DATED: 22-07-2025

(M. K. Sharma)
Registrar General

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written in the RC of my vehicle
bearing regd no:JKOTAE 9596 as Mohammad Yaseen Zargar
while my correct name is Mohammad Yasin Zargar which needs
to be corrected. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/
she may file themin the office of the RTO Srinagar within seven
days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Mohammad Yasin Zargar BMG
R/0 Hamdaniya Colony Nalabal Nowshera Srinagar

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to
the License No.JK-0420150026731 issued in favour of NISSAR
AHMED Parentage KH. ALIMOHAMMAD NADAF NADAF
Whereas an application has been recieved by one NISSAR
AHMED Parentage KH. ALl MOHAMMAD NADAF NADAF
wherein he claimed that the Name has been wrongly recorded
in the records of Driving Licenses as MOHD NISSAR AHMAD
NADAF Parentage ALI MOHAMMADNADAF Which needs to be
changed as NISSAR AHMED Parentage KH. ALI MOHAMMAD
NADAF NADAF

Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general
public that objections if any in this regard shal reach in written
in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office Bud-
gam within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of
this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of stipulated
time no objection will be entertained.

Assistant Regional Transport officer

mcb Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written in my University record

( Cluster university Srinagar) As Adnan Ashraf S/o
Mohammad Ashraf CHATTABALI While my correct name as per
Matriculation certificates is Adnan Ashraf S/o0 : Mohammad
Ashraf CHATABALI. Now | have applied for the correction of the
same if anybody has any objection | this regard he/she may file
theminthe Cluster University Srinagar within seven days. After
that no objection shall be entertained.

Adnan Ashraf S/0 : Mohammad Ashraf Chatabali

Address Soitang Lasjan Srinagar pd

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thisisinformation for the general public that in Birth Certificate
of my daughter the name is entered as ASMA while his actual
name is ASMA JEHANGIR. Now i want its correction, in this
regard if anybody having any objection may contact BLOCK
DEVELOPMEMT OFFICER BUDGAM with in a period of seven
days. No objection shall be entertained after that.

JEHANGIR GANI

F/o0 ASMA JEHANGIR

R/0 NASRULLAHPORA BUDGAM
CELL. 9906821513

mcb

PUBLICNOTICE

my name has been wrongly recorded as Jan Mohammad Mir
in Adhaar card bearing No: 243406265761 while my actual
and correct name is Jan Mohammad. Now | have applied for
correction of the same if anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file them in the concerned office within
seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Jan Mohammad

S/o Bashir Ahmad Mir

R/0 Ussan Khoie Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla

fko

NOTICE

I Bashir Ahmad Bhat S/o Ghulam Rasool Bhat R/o
Tengpora, Nawa Kadal, Srinagar have Lost my Rc
Registration No:- JKO1W4776 & Chassis No:-
MA3FHEB1S00720672 of Vehicle Maruti Suzuki
India LTD while Travelling From Soura to Zoonimar.
Now | want to apply for its Duplicate. Regarding
this, if anybody is having any objection may file the
same to the RTO office Srinagar within a week’s
time after that no objection will be entertained.

9596011113
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Directorate Of Handicrafts
Organizes Capacity
Building Programme

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Director-
ate of Handicrafts and
Handloom, Kashmir, be-
ing the Implementing
Agency under the World
Bank-supported Raising
and Accelerating MSME
Performance (RAMP) pro-
gramme, successfully con-
ducted one-day Capacity
Building Programme on
Branding and Packaging
at the Conference Hall, Ex-
hibition Ground, Srinagar.
This workshop is fourth
in the series of Capacity
Building Programmes un-
der RAMP.

The session was de-
signed to equip artisans and
weavers with practical in-
sights and strategies for ef-
fective product branding and
modern packaging-critical
components in enhancing
market reach and competi-
tiveness in both domestic

and international markets.
The training was conducted
by experts and faculty from
the National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT),
who shared hands-on guid-
ance, case studies, and de-
sign approaches.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from over 100 artisans
and producers, particu-
larly those engaged in G.I/
ODOP/DEH products.
The programme aimed to
empower grassroots craft
producers by introduc-
ing them to evolving con-
sumer preferences, brand-
ing tools, and value-added
packaging techniques.

This initiative is part of
a broader series of capacity-
building efforts under the
RAMP scheme aimed at
strengthening MSMEs and the
artisan community of Kash-
mir by improving product po-
sitioning and market access.

SMC Cracks Down On Encroachments
at Children's Hospital

Agencies

Srinagar: In amuch-needed
move to restore order and
ensure smooth movement
around two of the city’s bus-
iest hospitals, the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
(SMC) on Tuesday launched
an anti-encroachment drive
outside JVC Hospital and
the adjoining Children's
Hospital in Bemina.

The drive, led by Chief
Anti-Encroachment Of-
ficer Muhammad Sayeed,
aimed to remove scores of
roadside vendors who had
over the years virtually

taken over the road space,
turning vital hospital ac-
cess routes into congested,
chaotic lanes.

The anti-encroachment
team was assisted by police
personnel, ensuring that
the operation proceeded
without disruption or resis-
tance. Street vendors who
had occupied every possible
inch of road, many even
encroaching on pedestrian
paths and ambulance access
points, were asked to vacate
immediately. In some cases,
illegally installed structures
and stalls were dismantled
on the spot.
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Sakeena Itoo Reviews
Functioning Of Cluster University

Observer News Service
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Tender Notice No. : 433-Sig-T-19-25-26  Closing Date/Time: 13-08-2025 15:00
Date:- 22/07/2025. Sr.DSTE/FZR acting for and on behalf of The President of India
invites E-Tenders on https://www.ireps.gov.in against Tender Notice no. 433-Sig-T-
19-25-26 Closing Date/Time 13-08-2025 15:00 Hrs. Bidders will be able to submit
their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only. Manual offers are not
allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored.

Contractors are allowed to make payments against this tender towards tender

document cost and earnest money only through online payment modes available
on IREPS portal LIKE net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual payments
through Demand draft, Banker cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed.

NITHEADER
Contract Type

Works

Name of Work: Conversion of BH-01 from IBH to IBS on Jalandhar-Sahnewal Jn.
section.

Tender Closing X Date Time of :
Date Time 13/08/2025 15:00 Uploading Tender 22/07/2025 16:25
Advertised Value Bidding Start

Rs. 22153539.48 Date as per IREPS 30/07/2025
Earnest Money Period of

(Rs.) 260800.00 Completion 12 Months

NOTE: Tenderer should keep himself updated about the Tender

amendments, Corrigendum, etc. by remaining in touch regularly with
2220/2025

the website.
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Srinagar: Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social Welfare
and Education, Sakeena Itoo, con-
ducted comprehensive review of
functioning of Cluster University
Srinagar (CUS) and its constituent
colleges in a meeting held at Civil
Secretariat here.

Vice Chancellor CUS, Profes-
sor Mohammad Mobin; Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Higher Educa-
tion department, Shantamanu;
Director Colleges J&K, Special
Secretary Higher Education de-
partment, Principals of constitu-
ent colleges and other concerned
officers attended the meeting.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister held a detailed assessment
of academic performance, infra-
structure development, faculty
strength, student services, admis-
sions and progress of ongoing
projects in the University.

Addressing the officers, the
Minister emphasized the urgent

é

Shedirected the
university administration
and affiliated colleges to
introduce skill-based, job-
oriented courses in emerging
fields such as Artificial
Intelligence, Hospitality
Management, Data Science,
Cybersecurity and Tourism
Management.

need to align the academic activi-
ties with current market demands.
She directed the university admin-
istration and affiliated colleges to
introduce skill-based, job-oriented
courses in emerging fields such
as Artificial Intelligence, Hospi-

tality Management, Data Science,
Cybersecurity, Tourism Manage-
ment and other job oriented fields.

She also asked the officers to
maintain coordination with dif-
ferent stakeholders and ensure
that the courses are industry-
linked and designed in consulta-
tion with experts from the respec-
tive sector. She also called for
strengthening the existing voca-
tional and add-on courses.

“Academic excellence must
go hand in hand with employabil-
ity. Students don’t need just de-
grees, but skills that make them
competitive and employable in
today’s dynamic job market”, the
Minister stated.

The Minister further reiter-
ated Government’s commitment
towards transforming the higher
education in Jammu & Kashmir
into a dynamic, skill-driven and
inclusive system. She assured
continued support to the Univer-
sity from the government to imple-
ment transformative reforms.

Power Safety

Teenager Succumbs After Battle For Life At SKIMS

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A 14-year-old boy from
Farashgund Daharmunah area of
Central Kashmir’s Budgam dis-
trict succumbed to injuries he had
sustained in an electrocution inci-
dent, plunging the entire locality
into deep mourning.

The deceased, Farhan Shabir
Mir, had suffered a severe electric

shock on Sunday evening and was
rushed to SKIMS Soura in a criti-
cal condition. Despite being under
intensive care for over 48 hours,
Farhan passed away in the early
hours of Tuesday. Hospital sourc-
es told the news agency Kashmir
News Trust that the boy had sus-
tained extensive internal injuries
and burns, and despite all possible
medical interventions, he could

not be revived.

According to KNT, this is the
second fatal electrocution incident
to have hit Daharmunah in recent
weeks. Earlier, another youth
from Paul Mohalla of the same vil-
lage also lost his life to electrocu-
tion under similar circumstances,
triggering widespread concern
over electrical safety and infra-
structure in the area.

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

=

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open))
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

Ji

* PRAYERS
FAJR  3:56

HIJRI ZUHR 12337
CALENDAR | AsR 5:34
27 Muharram Magrib  7:42
1447 ISHA  9:18

This Day In History

1793 - The Prussians conquer Mainz

1798 - Napoleon captures Alexandria, Egypt

1812 - Battle of Mogilev Russia-Napoleon fights
Tsar Alexander |

1914 - Austria-Hungary presents an ultimatum to
Serbia; demanding acceptance within 48 hours
making peacekeeping difficult

1929 - The Fascist government in Italy bans the use
of foreign words

1930 - Earthquake strikes Ariano Italy, 1,500 killed
1942 - German troops conquer Rostow

1942 - World War II: Operation Edelweiss (a German
plan to gain control over the Caucasus) begins.
1943 - Battle of Koersk, USSR ends in Nazi defeat
(6,000 tanks)

1944 - Soviet Army marches into Lublin Poland
1944 - US forces invade Japanese-held Tinianin WW I
1944 - US troops occupy Pisa Italy

1956 - Bell X-2 rocket plane sets world aircraft
speed record of 3,050 kph

1968 - PLO's 1st hijacking of an EL Al plane

1973 - US President Richard Nixon refuses to release
Watergate tapes of conversations in the White
House relevant to the Watergate investigation

1978 - Israeli government rejects Sadat's call for
return of 2 Sinai areas

1980 - Soyuz 37 ferries 2 cosmonauts (1Vietnamese)
to Salyut 6

From KO Archives

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have changed my name from Misbahul Hudda to Misbah
ul Huda and My mother' sname from Shaheena Begum
to Shaheena Bano in future | will be known as Misbah Ul
Huda , Mother's Name Shaheena Bano. If anybody has any
objection in this regard he/she ma file them in the Passport
Office Srinagar within seven days. After that no objection
shall be entertained.

BMG

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as Mohammad Aatif
Malik S/o0 AbdulHamid Malik while my correct name is
Mohammad Atif Malik S/0 Abdul Hameed Malik . Now
| have applied for the correction of the same if anybody
has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in
the concerned office within seven days. After that no
objection shall be entertained.

Mohammad Atif Malik S/0 Abdul Hameed Malik

Doulthpora Tehsil Kreeri bmg

S ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF

_:‘.‘.5 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

AWANTIPORA, KASH MIR

47954/2479 b

Quotatlon Cancellatlon Notlce

This is for the information of all quotationers who have submitted
their quotations in response to the Notice titled “Notice for
inviting Quotation for the supply of Gold Medals” issued vide No:
|IUST/Reg/Exam-unit/Conv./25/1322 Dated: 02-07-2025 published
on 04-07-2025 that the above notice stands withdrawn ab-initio.
The concerned may approach the office of Controller of
Examination for the release of relevant documents.

No: IUST/Exam-unit/Conv./25/1417 Sd/-

Dated: 21-07-2025 1/C Controller of Examinations

DIPK-NB-1271/25  DATED: 22-07-2025

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE
1ST CLASS ZAINGEER BOMAI
No: 128/B&D/T2/2025 Date: 22/07/25

Subject: Issuance of registration order in respect of delayed
Birth & Death
Public Notice

This office has received a written application from Faisal

Ahamd Gojrey S/0 Gh Mohammad Gojrey , Tehsil Zaingeer for

issuance of Birth & Death certificate in favour of self

who was Born on 25/05/2008 and as per document evidence

produced by the applicant.

In this regard, if anyone has any objection, he/she may file the

same before the undersigned within 07 days.

After that, no objection whatsoever will be entertained by this office.
Naib Tehsildar

fko Executive Magistrate Bomai
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Tunnel Beneath Kohi Sulaiman
Govt exploring feasibility to ease traffic

Observer News Service

RINAGAR - Jammu and Kashmir govern-

ment would explore feasibility of construct-

ing a tunnel across the Shankaracharya (Kohi

Sulaiman) hill to address the acute traffic con-
gestion on the Boulevard and Dalgate.

"We will explore the possibility of constructing
a tunnel in the Shankaracharya hill to connect the
Gupakr road with the Boulevard,” Chief Minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed said here this morning at
a function organised to name the road from Jehangir
Chowk to Batmalu as Mohammad Yusuf Rathar Av-
enue. He unveiled a black marble plaque to announce
the new name of the road.

Rathar a brilliant-engineer who headed the R&B
department in Kashmir lost his life in a grenade blast
in the south Kashmir village of Kapran on July 19, 2004.

The Chief Minister said traffic congestion in the
Srinagar City is assuming alarming proportions and
movement of vehicles on busy routes has become a
real problem. He cited the instance of Dalgate and the
Boulevard and said his government, apart from plan-
ning a flyover near the J&K Bank Corporate Office,
is also contemplating construction of a tunnel in the
Shankaracharya hill so that some of the traffic is di-
verted through it. This would ease the traffic conges-
tion at the busy traffic junction of the city. He said
technical and environmental feasibility of the tunnel
would be explored.

The Chief Minister said he has asked the R&B de-
partment to repair on priority the city roads which
have been damaged due to heavy snowfall last winter.
He said the city is the heart of the valley and its roads
should present a beautiful picture. He alluded to the
efforts made by his government in the beautification
of the city and said the various development measures
taken during the last about 3 years would soon trans-
form Srinagar into a city of international reckoning.

Mufti Sayeed paid rich tributes to late Engineer
Mohammad Yusuf Rather and said he was an honest,
dedicated and upright officer. He said he had excelled
himself as an able and efficient officer. He said the
rechristening of the Jahangir-Batamalu Road after
his name is a tribute to this son of the soil. He also re-
membered other victims of the Kapran blast includ-
ing Abdur Rashid, Special Assistant to Minister for
Power and paid tributes to them.

(Kashmir Observer, 23 July, 2005)
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Peace Was Earned

n the five years since the revocation of Article 370, Jam-

mu and Kashmir has undergone sweeping changes, both

on paper and in perception. The union has witnessed

economic revival, bolstered in part by surging tourism.
According to figures shared in Parliament, over 7.6 crore
tourists have visited the Union Territory since 2020, includ-
ing nearly 1.5 lakh foreign nationals. These are staggering
numbers that would be the envy of any hill state.

What’s more, the trend is upward. From 25 lakh domestic
tourists in 2020 to 2.35 crore in 2024, the boom is unmistak-
able. Foreign arrivals too have jumped significantly post-pan-
demic, from just 1,650 in 2021 to over 65,000 in 2024. It’s clear
that Jammu and Kashmir is back on the map for travellers,
pilgrims, and adventure-seekers alike. Union Tourism Min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat’s data backs this optimism.
Several projects worth Rs 519 crore, under the Swadesh Dar-
shan scheme, have been completed, ranging from flood reha-
bilitation to building tourist circuits across Srinagar, Pahal-
gam, Leh, and Kargil.

Yes, Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 civilians was a
big setback. Overnight, the Valley was empty of tourists and
those who had booked for future travel cancelled. But in recent
past, tourism has bounced back. Amarnath Yatra too is see-
ing an overwhelming response. More than three lakh pilgrims
have already completed the Yatra this year. We have nowfull
hotel bookings in Pahalgam and Sonamarg. Even Srinagar, of-
ten used as a political weather vane, is reporting 40% hotel oc-
cupancy, a promising sign amid concerns about safety.

But while tourism shines and infrastructure expands,
leading to restoration of peace and stability in a long time, it
would be in the fitness of things to restore J&K statehood. In
the very session of Parliament where the tourism numbers
were announced, there was no mention of the long-pending
demand for restoring statehood to J&K, a commitment made
by the central government more than once. Prime Minister
Modi’s declaration of the Monsoon Session as a “Vijay Ut-
sav” and his assertion that Operation Sindoor achieved its
military objectives in just 22 minutes are no doubt meant to
instill national pride. This should now culminate into rein-
statement of statehood to J&K, a promise made both by the
PM and home minister Amit Shah.

In an interview, Lieutenant Governor Sinha has rightly
said that people and history will judge what has changed in
the last five years. There’s so much that has transformed dur-
ing this period. But now the time is to build on these achieve-

political empowerment that flows from statehood is a reward
that they deserve.

That judgment will not be based on tourist arrivals alone.
It will rest on whether the people of J&K are seen as active par-
ticipants in shaping their destiny, or merely as subjects in a
centrally governed region. It is time to give J&K its voice back.

ments and take them forward. And giving people a sense of

The Mansion Myth

The rush to own a house is locking
many into long-term debt.

Irshad Mushtaq

etting a government job is a big deal in Kashmir. It

brings respect, security, and access to easy loans.

Many young employees, eager to plan their future,

quickly take housing loans. They believe they are
making a smart move, saving taxes, building a dream home,
and settling early.

But this often turns into a trap.

Big houses are built. Three floors, extra rooms, modern de-
signs. Yet many of these families don’t really need such large
homes, especially when children are still young. The real prob-
lem begins after the house is built. Monthly loan payments, or
EMIs, take up a big part of their salary. In the early years, most
of this money goes into paying interest, not the loan itself.

After a few years, more costs come in: furnishings, repairs,
school fees. The house becomes a financial burden. The money
that could have been used to invest, save, or grow, gets locked
into a building that does not earn anything.

This story is common in Kashmir. The promise of tax sav-
ings and early success often leads people into unnecessary
debt. Many forget the difference between a smart investment
and an emotional decision.

A loan should help your future, not hold it back. Business
loans, if used wisely, can bring income. Housing loans, if taken
too early, often bring stress.

Before taking a big loan, it’s important to ask: Do I need
this now? Can I afford it without struggle?

Many Kashmiris are learning the hard way. A strong fu-
ture needs smart choices, not just strong walls.

The author is a Srinagar-based reputed financial advisor.

Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat

n June 20, 2025, Pulwama

finally got the news it

had waited years for: the

garbage dump at Danger-
pora was shut down.

For families living next to
that giant, stinking landfill, it felt
like a small victory. The air had
reeked for years. Flies, filth, and
rising heaps of rotting waste had
become part of daily life. They had
begged officials to move it, again
and again.

Finally, the dump was gone, or
so they thought. Relief came, but it
didn’t stay long.

Soon after, I started receiving
calls from another village: Newa.
A new dumping site, they said,
had been created there, without
any public notice and scientific
process, and in complete violation
of the law.

On July 19, I visited the site.
What I saw confirmed their
fears. Dangerpora hadn’t been
shut in the name of reform. It
had been shifted.

The new garbage station sits
on Haes Khudd, an elevated kare-
wa plateau in Newa. It is common
village land, used for grazing by
Gujjar-Bakarwal families, home
to apple and almond orchards,
and sits less than 400 meters from
a freshwater stream called Pari-
gam Nallah.

Waste was already leaking
downhill during the rains, mixing
with the stream. Videos of faecal
sludge tankers dumping sewage at
the site have gone viral. No action
has followed.

The Municipal Council Pul-
wama did not seek consent from
villagers, hold a Gram Sabha, or
follow any process outlined under
the Municipal Solid Waste (MSW)
Rules, 2016.

A senior citizen from Newa,
Ghulam Mohammad Wani, told me,
“They came with police and handed
over our common land to the mu-
nicipality. This was done behind
our backs. We were never asked.
They’ve violated every norm.”

That violation runs deeper
than just consultation.

The MSW Rules 2016 require
local authorities to ensure waste is
segregated at the source. Organic,
recyclable, and reject waste must
be collected separately. None of
that is being done.

Mixed, untreated garbage
continues to arrive daily, just as
it did in Dangerpora. No process-
ing facility exists at Haes Khudd.
There's no fencing, drainage, or
lining that would qualify the site
as a legal landfill.

In fact, it is not a landfill at all.
It is an illegal dump.

Rule 15 of MSW Rules makes it
clear: municipalities are respon-
sible for door-to-door collection
of segregated waste from every
household, commercial space, and
informal settlement.

This has never been imple-

Garbage Hits
New Ground

Aviation safety norms ban garbage near airfields, yet
Kashmir's new site defies logic and law alike.

y Zaddora Hastikhod

¥ Wadipora - Newa Pulwama Rd, Newa, Zaddora Hastikhod, 191112,

; Lat 33.918355° Long 74.87584°
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mented in Pulwama town since
the rules were introduced nearly a
decade ago.

As a former waste manage-
ment professional and someone
who has studied this space for over
12 years, I can say with certainty:
Haes Khudd is unfit for any form of
waste treatment or storage. Even
more troubling is the aerial risk.

The site lies just 7 to 8 kilome-
ters from the flight path of aircraft
landing at Srinagar Airport. I saw
dozens of birds circling the dump:
eagles, crows, scavengers drawn
by the garbage.

The MSW Rules prohibit
landfill sites within 20 kilome-
ters of an airport unless special
permission is obtained from the
civil aviation authority.

Was such a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) ever secured?
Have the Airport Authority of In-
dia or the Indian Air Force even
been informed?

A bird-hit at landing altitude
is not a minor concern. It’s a flight
safety hazard.

The Awantipur Quil air force
base lies nearby. The authorities
must answer whether they consid-
ered this while clearing the site.

The dumping also violates
Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1974, as the rain
runoff is visibly polluting Pari-
gam Nallah, a drinking water
source for many.

Then there’s the impact on
livelihoods. The karewa land in
Newa has historically supported
sheep grazing and orchards. I
counted four to five dozen stray
dogs during my visit. Soon, this
area will become a magnet for dogs
across nearby villages.

Farmers have already reported
damage to fruit crops and fear at-
tacks on livestock. Government of-
fices in the vicinity are also affected.

Waste is being burned in the
evenings by workers or ragpick-
ers, choking the air. On some days,
the municipality itself has been
seen burying waste with JCB ma-
chines, posting videos online as if
it were a matter of civic pride.

This isn’t waste management.
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itself has been
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waste with JCB
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videos online as if
it were a matter of
civic pride.

It’s institutional ignorance. And
it’s illegal.

As per Schedule I-A (VII) of
the MSW Rules, landfill sites must
be 100 meters away from homes,
parks, rivers, and must not be
built on hills or elevated land.

Yet, the Haes Khudd site is
karewa land: elevated, sloped, and

adjacent to residential homes, in-
cluding families who have lived
here for over two decades. Some
of these families are in the process
of receiving land grants under the
J&K government’s landless hous-
ing scheme.

Instead of supporting them, we're
dumping waste at their doorstep.

Where is the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Pulwama? Under Rule
12(b), the DC is duty-bound to re-
view the performance of munici-
pal bodies at least once every quar-
ter, including whether solid waste
is being processed and disposed of
according to law. What action has
been taken so far?

Across Jammu & Kashmir,
the enforcement of MSW Rules
remains dismal. Sanitary landfill
sites are rare, scientific processing
units rarer still. Srinagar’s Achan
landfill, infamous for its towering
heaps of trash, is a cautionary tale
we never seem to learn from.

But I know change is possible.

Ten years ago in Budgam,
I helped initiate a pilot project
in the Ompora housing colony.
With support from the munici-
pal committee, we began door-
to-door collection of segregated
waste. Organic matter was com-
posted, dry waste sorted. It was
cost-effective, community-led,
and sustainable campaign cov-
ered by national media.

But when it came time to ex-
pand the project to other wards,
bureaucracy took over. Files
were delayed, no fresh Expres-
sion of Interest was invited, and
the pilot collapsed.

So I took another route: ju-
dicial activism. At the National
Green Tribunal, I've secured land-
mark orders on Doodh Ganga,
Mamath Kul, Poonch River, and
others. But the legal path is long.
The more urgent need is for local
governance to wake up.

Waste does not vanish when
moved from one village to anoth-
er. It comes back, into our water,
air, and land, and eventually, into
our bodies.

What’s happening in Newa is
a symptom of a larger problem: a
lack of accountability, training,
and respect for the law. Our sani-
tation workers are not trained, our
planners aren’t listening, and our
citizens are not consulted.

With the result, our streams
are choked, hills scarred, and chil-
dren exposed.

Pulwama must shut down the
Haes Khudd site immediately.
An expert committee should be
formed to assess the environmen-
tal damage. Compensation and re-
location support must be extended
to affected residents. Most of all,
a proper, scientifically approved
waste management plan must be
drafted and made public.

Waste can be managed. The
rules exist. The knowledge exists.
What’s missing is the will.

And that must change, be-
fore another village wakes up to
trucks at dawn, and a dump in
their backyard.

- The author is an Acumen Fellow
and Chairman Jammu & Kashmir
RTI Movement. Views expressed

in this article are author's own
and don't necessarily reflect KO's
editorial policy.
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Dreams Against the Deadline in Kashmir

reparing for competitive ex-

ams feels like stepping into a

storm in India. The syllabus is

vast. The coaching centers are
everywhere. The pressure is real. And
in places like Kashmir, where uncer-
tainty often hangs in the air, the race
to crack an exam like UPSC, NEET, or
NET feels even more intense.

Every year, thousands of young
people sit down to study not just facts
and formulas, but also to figure out
themselves. These exams, as anyone
who’s tried knows, are essentially
about mindset than memory. They

test your patience, demand your
consistency, and ask if you can hold
your ground when things don’t go
your way.

What often gets lost in the rush
for results is that the journey itself
is shaping something far deeper.
It's not just about coaching notes
or practice tests. It's about learning
what drives you.

If you're only doing it because
everyone else is, or because society
says this path leads to success, it’s
easy to lose steam halfway through.
You have to know why you want it.

A smart strategy helps. Look at
previous years’ question papers, con-
nect the dots, build a plan, and then
stick to it. But it’s not only about
technique. It’s about passion, pa-
tience, and perseverance.

We’ve seen so many stories of re-
silience in the valley. Students who
made it in their third or fourth at-
tempt. Young women who balanced
family duties and study hours. Those
who didn’t crack the exam but found
better paths along the way. The truth
is, exams may shape careers, but
they don’t define lives.

The comparisons with peers,
the noise on social media, the feel-
ing that others have it all figured out
is all smoke. What matters is your
pace, your peace, and your purpose.

So, if you're preparing right now,
remember this: you're not falling be-
hind. You're learning how to stand tall.

This isn’t just about a test. It’s
about becoming a person who's
ready, no matter what comes next.

Sincerely
Ali Ashhar
Award-winning Author
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Houses Without Hope

Kashmir is building faster than it’s thinking. As housing
projects rise, the people who might live in them are leaving.
Without jobs, a home is just a shell.

Syed Arsalan Abid
n paper, Kashmir is develop-
ing. In reality, it's emptying
out.

You don't have to go far to see the
change. Construction is everywhere.
Residential towers are rising in the
outskirts of Srinagar, gated colonies
are coming up outside Anantnag,
and promotional hoardings promise
smart homes in Baramulla.

Developers from Delhi, Punjab,
and even Dubai are buying up land
and selling visions of modernity. But
take a closer look. Many of these
structures are finished, or nearly so,
and eerily unoccupied.

Glass balconies reflect the sun,
but not life. Entire floors are dark. In
some places, caretakers live alone in
buildings designed for families.

Thisisn’t progress. It’sa disconnect.

What's missing isn't infrastruc-
ture. It's people. And what's pull-
ing people away is what this new
growth fails to provide: work.

Each year, thousands of Kashmir’s
most skilled and educated young
people leave. Engineers go to Banga-
lore. Nurses head to the Gulf. MBAs,
designers, tech workers, teachers fol-
low the trail of employment across
India and beyond. They leave not out
of ambition, but out of resignation.

Back home, the job market of-
fers little more than government
exams, low-wage private work, and
the promise of uncertainty. So they
leave, often reluctantly, often for
good.

And yet we keep building.

This contradiction, empty houses
in a place where so many want to
stay but can't, is a signal we're doing
something wrong.

Housing is rising as if demand
were growing. In truth, the demand
is speculative, driven by investors
betting on a future that may never
come.

These aren’t homes being built for
families to live in. They are assets be-
ing traded, often by people who will
never live here.

When real estate outpaces reality,
it becomes a bubble. And Kashmir is
not immune to what happens when
that bubble bursts: prices crash, in-
vestors lose faith, and the local econ-
omy suffers.

But the deeper loss is cultural and
emotional. We risk becoming a place

of empty buildings and empty hopes,
a place full of homes, but not of lives.

There is, however, a way to redi-
rect this trajectory.

If Kashmir is to hold on to its peo-
ple, it needs more than buildings. It
needs local, dignified, and durable
work that matches the aspirations of
its youth.

That’s why the idea of Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs) is both relevant
and urgent here. They're spaces
where real employment can take
root.

If designed around Kashmir’s
strengths, like handicrafts, horti-
culture, information technology,
and food processing, they can cre-
ate clusters of opportunity, and give
young people a reason to stay.

Most of all, they can breathe pur-
pose into the houses already built.

But SEZs on their own won't
change the story unless they are part
of a broader shift in thinking. We
have to stop treating housing as a
product and start seeing it as a con-
sequence.

People don’t choose where to live
because of tiles or terraces. They
choose to live where life happens,
where there is work, where there is
community, and where the future
feels possible.

The government has a central role
to play here as a facilitator. It must
align industrial growth with residen-
tial expansion, invest in infrastruc-
ture that supports livelihoods, and
discourage speculative hoarding of

property.

This means easing approvals for
businesses, ensuring power and in-
ternet reach rural corners, and of-
fering incentives for industries that
employ local hands.

It also means looking beyond
Srinagar and investing in smaller
towns, where talent is abundant but
opportunities are rare.

Kashmir cannot afford to become
a land of commuters and remit-
tances. It cannot afford to out-
source its youth. Every time a son
leaves to drive a cab in Dubai, or a
daughter boards a bus to Chandi-
garh with her nursing degree, we
lose more than manpower. We lose
a little of ourselves.

The problem is economic, yes. But
the cost is emotional.

Families here still dream of be-
ing together. Parents still hope their
children will return and stay. Many
of the young still long to live in the
land they love.

But dreams can't fill dinner tables.
Sentiment alone doesn’t pay bills. If
we want people to build lives here,
we must give them the tools to do it.
And jobs are the foundation.

The housing boom will mean
something only when the homes fill
up. That will happen when people
see a future here, not just a roof.

Right now, we're building the shell.
It's time we built the substance.

The authoris a Commercial
Advocate & Corporate Advisor.

Marriage Without Rights

Mehar is a legal right, not a gesture. But in Kashmir, women
are battling families and officials to claim it.

Mohammad Amin Mir

cross towns and villages
Ain Kashmir, Muslim wom-

en are routinely denied
the land promised to them at
marriage.

Haq Mehar, guaranteed un-
der Islamic law and upheld by
Indian courts, is treated as sym-
bolic, not legal.

The woman may have the Ni-
kanama. She may have a sworn
affidavit from her husband. She
may even live on the land. Still,
when the husband dies, she is
asked to prove ownership all
over again.

Revenue officers hesitate.
Without a gift deed, mutation
is stalled. The heirs object. The
woman is asked to get a relin-
quishment from her own chil-
dren or go to court.

In most cases, she gives up.
The land remains in the hus-
band’s name. The promise dis-
solves.

Mehar is a debt, and it is not
optional. The Supreme Court
has said so. High Courts have
said so.

In Amina Bi v. Revenue Au-
thorities, the Karnataka High
Court held that land mentioned
as Mehar in a Nikanama, backed
by possession, must be mu-
tated.

The Jammu & Kashmir High
Court stated that mutation is
not ownership. It is a fiscal en-
try. It reflects possession and

agreement, not a title dispute.

Still, revenue officials resist.

They cite the Transfer of
Property Act. They say immov-
able property above 2100 must
be registered. They fear future
litigation. They follow manuals
that do not address Mehar. They
reject Nikanamas and affidavits,
even when there is no objection
from heirs. They tell the widow
to go to court. They treat her
claim as suspicious.

In rural Kashmir, many Ni-
kanamas list land as Mehar.
Two Kkanals, three kanals, and
sometimes more. Women live
on that land for years. After the
husband’s death, they apply for
mutation. The patwari refuses.
The clerk delays. The family
pressures her to withdraw. She
is told to accept maintenance
instead. Her legal right becomes
a family negotiation.

This is not a legal vacuum.
The framework exists. Islam
supports it, courts enforce it, yet
practice lags.

The system assumes the
woman is lying or misinformed.
Officials want a gift deed. Fami-
lies want silence. No one wants
to make the process work.

A mutation based on Mehar
is possible. It only needs clear
guidelines. A Nikanama and af-
fidavit should be enough when
land details are mentioned and
there is no challenge.

A one-time mutation cat-
egory, “Based on Dower under

Muslim Personal Law”, should
be introduced. Revenue officials
should follow court rulings, not
personal interpretations. Legal
aid must reach these women.
Revenue staff must be trained.
Delay must not become denial.

The State cannot demand reg-
istered deeds when the law ac-
cepts marital contracts. It can-
not ask widows to go to court
when the record already exists.
It cannot treat religious obliga-
tions as optional paperwork. It
cannot ignore the courts.

The system is not blind. It is
indifferent.

When a woman is refused
mutation of her Mehar land, she
loses more than property. She
loses legal standing. She loses
trust in the contract that began
her marriage.

She is told that her rights end
with her husband’s life.

Land is not just soil, it is proof,
protection, and recognition. To
deny Mehar is to erase her from
the record.

The woman doesn't need
sympathy. She needs a file that
moves. She needs a law that
works. She needs the State to
act.

The promise was made. The
law agrees. But the file still
gathers dust.

The author writes on legal
matters in Kashmir

and can be reached at
miramings4@gmail.com

Kashmir Is Losing Its Wild Heart

As roads cut through forests and wetlands turn to silt, Kashmir’s wildlife is retreating, and with it, the region’s ecological future.

Take the wetlands. Hokersar,

Sahil Jahangir Mir

he sky in Kashmir still
Tblushes pink at dawn. The

rivers still catch glints of
snowmelt. But listen closely,
and you'll hear what's missing.

The forests are no longer alive
with birdsong. The rustle in the
undergrowth is gone. The wild
is retreating, step by step, into
silence.

Development has picked up
pace in the valley, and with it,
the natural world is vanishing.

Roads now slice through for-
ests that once formed uninter-
rupted corridors for wildlife.
Massive hydroelectric dams
block rivers that once fed thriv-
ing wetlands. New homes,
hotels, and tunnels are taking
shape at record speed.

But behind the cement and
steel lies a silent story of extinc-
tion, displacement, and irre-
versible ecological damage.

The Hangul, Kashmir’s crown
jewel of wildlife, is nearly gone.
Once seen in the open meadows
from Kishtwar to Dachigam, the
Kashmir stag, with its proud
antlers and deep reddish coat,
is now largely missing from the
landscape. Fewer than 200 re-
main. In the 1940s, there were
thousands. Now, they're con-
fined to a sliver of their natural
range inside Dachigam National
Park.

Feroz Ahmad, a senior wild-
life biologist, has tracked their
decline for years. “The Han-
gul isn't vanishing because of
disease or age. It's vanishing
because we've carved up its
home,” he says.

Forests have been turned into
pasturelands. Urban sprawl has
eaten into protected zones. And

in Dachigam, the last refuge, hu-
man intrusion is growing: tour-
ists, grazing animals, and illegal
encroachments.

This pattern is repeating
across species and landscapes.

The Himalayan black bear,
once a shadowy figure in the

high woods, is now regularly
seen raiding apple orchards and
entering villages in search of
food.

These aren’t wild animals turn-
ing aggressive. They're desperate,
as their food sources are gone,
and their forests have shrunk.

They're adapting to survive.

In 2024 alone, more than
40 leopard sightings were re-
corded in Kupwara, Anantnag,
and Pulwama. Some ended in
attacks. Many ended in killings.
Fear spreads in communities.
And so does anger.

But leopards don't prefer vil-
lages. They’ve been forced there.

This is the new normal in
Kashmir: a rising wave of hu-
man-wildlife conflict. It's easy
to blame the animals. It's harder
to admit that they are reacting
to what we've done.

once a stopover for thousands
of migratory birds flying in
from Siberia and Central Asia, is
now choked with garbage and
churning with silt.

Shalbugh, another bird haven,
is bordered by illegal construc-
tion. Wular Lake, Asia’s largest
freshwater lake, is shrinking.
Entire species of birds, like the
Northern Pintail and the Black-
necked Crane, are now rare
sights.

And these are not just
environmental losses. They're
warnings.

Wetlands aren’t optional.
They regulate floods, recharge
groundwater, and house fish
and insects that support entire
food chains. When they die,
ecosystems collapse.

What we're seeing is an eco-
logical chain reaction.

As forests vanish, herbivores
have less to eat. As herbivores
dwindle, predators descend into
villages. As wetlands shrink,
birds stop coming. And as birds
disappear, pollination suffers.

Every lost species is a crack in
the foundation of life.

Yet the machines keep drill-
ing. The tunnels keep expand-
ing. Entire slopes are being
blasted for road widening.

In places like the Sindh Val-
ley and Pir Panjal, critical forest
zones have been flattened for
infrastructure projects. River-
banks are being cemented. Noc-
turnal animals are fleeing the
lights and noise. Regulations
are either missing, ignored, or
brushed aside.

There is no coherent envi-
ronmental planning. Wildlife
corridors are never mapped.
Projects are cleared without

credible ecological assessments.
The mindset is simple: build
now, worry later.

But later is here.

Kashmir’s identity is insepa-
rable from its natural heritage.
The Hangul is not just a deer.
It's a symbol etched into our
memory, our folklore, even our
government insignia. The Hi-
malayan bear, the snow leopard,
the black-necked crane are part
of the valley’s soul.

And that soul is flickering out.

The way forward isn’t com-
plicated, but it requires political
will and public pressure.

Conservation must be treated
as central to development, not
a side concern. Eco-tourism
must replace destructive tour-
ism. Grazing must be controlled
inside protected zones. Illegal
constructions around wetlands
must be demolished. And com-
munities must be made part-
ners, not bystanders.

Schools should teach children
about the valley’s wildlife. Vil-
lages should be equipped to
report poaching and track sight-
ings. Forest departments must
be strengthened, not sidelined.
Environmental clearances must
be real, not rubber stamps.

Kashmir does not need to
choose between roads and riv-
ers, or progress and preserva-
tion. It needs to plan. It needs
to care.

And above all, it needs to lis-
ten to the growing silence in its
forests before there is nothing
left to hear.

- The authoris an
environmental researcher and
columnist based in Kralapora,
Srinagar.
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Hope Dhankhar’s Successor Will

Do Justice To VP’s Chair: CM

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
on Tuesday wished Jagdeep
Dhankhar, who resigned as
Vice President on Monday,
good health and expressed
hope that his successor would
do justice to the office.

“First of all, I hope for his
better health and pray to God
to keep the former vice presi-
dent well and give him a long
life. I think this is the first time
perhaps that a vice president
of the country has resigned in
such a manner.

“Obviously, his health did
not allow him to work further.
We hope the next vice presi-
dent will do justice in a real
sense to the chair and the of-
fice,” Omar told reporters at
Safapora in Ganderbal district.

The chief minister visited
Safapora to offer his condo-
lences to the family of an as-
sault and murder victim.

On the Congress party’s pro-
test in support of the demand
for the restoration of statehood
to J-K, the chief minister said
the party did not consult his
National Conference (NC).

“Let them talk to us first.
We came to know about these
through newspapers, no one
talked to us. There was a meet-
ing of the INDIA bloc some days
back and had they mentioned
this, why would we have taken
a backseat when it is we who
have taken it upon our shoul-
ders? “We passed a resolution
in the cabinet, we brought the
resolution in the Assembly, but
itis a separate thing that it was
not discussed because of the
situation,” he said.

In a sarcastic dig, Omar
said it is a good thing that the
Congress party remembered to
take out protests after such a
long time.

“If they wanted our support
in it, then they should talk to
us, our colleagues will also
participate in that,” he added.

Omar said the government
will provide all possible sup-
port to the victim’s family.

“Police have taken action, a
case has been registered and
God willing, will be taken to
conclusion. The promise of
justice with the family will be
kept and there is also a need to
support them.

“Their elder son cannot walk
because of spinal injury, they
have sought some help from
the government and we will
make a case and do whatever
is possible,” he said.

Al Plane's Tail Catches Fire
After Landing In Delhi

KO Web Desk

New Delhi: An Air India
plane's tail caught fire short-
ly after landing at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi Airport (IGI)
from Hong Kong on Tuesday.
Though the aircraft sustained
some damage, passengers and
crew members disembarked
from the plane safely.

The aircraft has been
grounded and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is looking into the in-
cident, a source said.

"Flight Al 315, operating
from Hong Kong to Delhi on
22 July 2025, experienced an
auxiliary power unit (APU) fire
shortly after it had landed and
parked at the gate. The inci-
dent occurred while passen-
gers had begun disembarking,
and the APU was automatical-
ly shut down as per system de-
sign," an airline spokesperson

said in a statement.

The spokesperson said there
was some damage to the air-
craft, while passengers and
crew members disembarked
normally and are safe. "The
aircraft has been grounded for
further investigations and the
regulator has been duly noti-
fied," the spokesperson added.

The flight, operated with an
Airbus A321 aircraft, landed
at 12:12 pm at the Delhi air-
port, as per information avail-
able on flight tracking website
Flightradar24.com. The inci-
dent on Tuesday is at least the
third incident involving an Air
India plane in two days.

On Monday, a Kolkata-
bound Air India plane aborted
takeoff due to a technical snag
at the Delhi airport and an Air
India plane coming from Kochi
veered off the runway while
landing in heavy rain at the
Mumbai airport.

NIT Srinagar's Alumni Association
to host 'SANGAM-2025' on Oct 10-11

KO Web Desk

Srinagar, July 22: The National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Srinagar in collaboration with
Alumni Association will host
its grand Alumni reunion,
"SANGAM - 2025 "(Student
Alumni Networking for Growth,
Aspirations and Mentorship),
on October 10 and 11, 2025.

The event will bring togeth-
er former students from with-
in the region, across the coun-
try and abroad for two days
of celebrations, expert's talks,
mentorship, cultural programs
and branch wise alumni-stu-
dent interactions.

In his message, Director NIT
Srinagar Prof. Binod Kumar
Kanaujia said that Alumni are
the true ambassadors of an
institute, and their success re-
flects the strength of our aca-
demic and cultural foundation.

“SANGAM 2025 will not only

celebrate past achievements but
also lays the groundwork for a fu-
ture of collaboration, mentorship,
and shared growth”, he said.

"We are committed to make
this event memorable and im-
pactful, and I extend my full sup-
port to all initiatives taken in this
direction,” Prof Kanaujia added.

Registrar NIT Srinagar, Prof.
Atikur Rehman said the alum-
ni community is one of the
greatest assets of our Institute
and their experiences, guid-
ance, and contributions can
transform, motivate the jour-
ney of our current students.

“Through SANGAM 2025
and associated programs, we
aim to strengthen this vital re-
lationship,” he added.

These initiatives  were
thoroughly discussed during
the first and second Alumni
Association meetings held on
June 15 and July 16, 2025 at
NIT Srinagar.
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Why Kashmir’s Weather

recent rain predictions, and how
public perception can misjudge a sci-
ence still evolving.

Lately, people have been saying
the weather forecasts haven’t been
quite right. Why do you think that’s
happening?

That’s a fair question, and I get why
people feel that way. But here’s the
thing: forecasting the weather in sum-
mer, especially in July and August,
is much tougher than in winter.
These are the hottest months in both
Kashmir and Ladakh, with very high
surface temperatures.

Another big challenge is the terrain.
We're dealing with a really complex
geography here: Pir Panjal, the Greater
Himalayas, valleys, hills like Kupwara.
All this uneven land messes with
weather patterns.

And then, there’s the moisture.
Summer brings in heavy humidity
from the Arabian Sea. The atmosphere
gets loaded with moisture, and clouds
can build up fast. That can lead to sud-
den, intense showers in one place and
dry skies just a few kilometers away.
So predicting exactly when and where
it will rain is not easy.

So you're saying it's actually easier
to forecast in winter than in summer?

Yes, exactly. In winter, things are
way more stable. Temperatures often
stay below freezing in Kashmir and
Ladakh, so the atmosphere isn’t shift-
ing every hour. That means the weath-
er models we use, especially the ones
for North India, behave more reliably.
So yes, we tend to get better accuracy
in winter.

So as a general rule, can people ex-
pect better forecasts in winter?

Yes, that’s usually the case. In win-
ter, we can often get accuracy levels of
80 to 90 percent, especially for things
like snowfall or rain.

But in summer, with all the constant
changes in the atmosphere, accuracy
dips a bit, down to around 70 to 75
percent.

What kind of forecasting systems or
models does IMD actually use?

We use a mix of national and inter-
national models, and we've also de-
veloped some in India, like the Bharat
Weather Forecast System. But here’s
the important part: the tools are just
one side of it. Interpretation is equally
critical.

It's not like picking up the phone
and saying, “It'll rain tomorrow.” We
have to go through satellite images,
radar data, synoptic charts. It's like
detective work. You need good models
and skilled people to read them right.

Okay, let’s talk about the recent
forecast. It said it would rain from July
21st to 24th, but we didn’t see much.
Did the monsoon fail us?

Ah, the monsoon debate! Yes, the
monsoon definitely plays a role, but
here’s the thing: there’s this common
myth that monsoon clouds don’t cross
the Pir Panjal or reach Ladakh. Even
some so-called experts believe that.
It's not true. When the currents are
strong, they do reach us.

Take July 21, for example. We said
it would rain, and it did rain, just not
everywhere.

People often expect the forecast to
mean rain exactly where they live,
but when we say “rain in Jammu and
Kashmir,” we’re talking about the
whole region. It rained heavily in plac-
es like Jammu, around Mata Vaishno
Devi, and several hilly areas. In fact,
there were even injuries due to heavy
rain in some spots.

Also, when we say rain from the 21st
to the 24th, we don’t mean it’s going to
pour non-stop for four days straight.
That would cause flooding.

What we mean is: expect rain here
and there across the region during that
period. For example, parts of north
Kashmir did get showers, and more
was expected later that evening too.

Got it. So what's the forecast looking
like after July 25th?

From July 24th afternoon to around
the 27th, we expect things to calm

down a bit. No major rain spells, so it'll
be relatively stable.

That said, if temperatures rise too
much, we might get those pop-up
thunderstorms or gusty winds. Those
are tricky, as they’re sudden and hard
to pin down.

But the type of widespread rain-
fall we saw earlier probably won't
continue.

Final question. How much does a
meteorologist’s experience matter
when interpreting forecasts?

It matters a lot. You can have all
the data in the world, but if the per-
son reading it makes a mistake, even
something as simple as reading a
“2" instead of a “1”, that changes
everything.

Forecasting isn't just about ma-
chines or numbers. It's about how you
analyze and interpret.

The good news is, forecasting in
India has come a long way. Our sys-
tems are getting stronger, models bet-
ter, and our understanding deeper.

But the atmosphere is unpredict-
able by nature. No forecast can ever
be 100% perfect, especially in a place
like Kashmir where the weather has a
mind of its own.

Flash Flood

The Meteorological Centre Srinagar
also issued a short-term weather ad-
visory on Tuesday forecasting gener-
ally cloudy skies with intermittent
rain and thundershowers over many
parts of Jammu and Kashmir. The alert
spans regions of north, central, and
south Kashmir, as well as multiple dis-
tricts in the Jammu division.

Kupwara, Handwara, Baramulla,
and parts of central Kashmir, along
with sections of Banihal-Ramban,
Doda, and Kathua, are likely to experi-
ence intense rainfall accompanied by
gusty winds reaching speeds of 30 to
40 kilometers per hour.

Widespread rain is also expected in
Banihal, Ramban, Reasi, Udhampur,
Kathua, Doda, and Kishtwar, rais-
ing the possibility of flash floods and
landslides or mudslides in vulnerable
locations.

In view of the prevailing conditions,
the MeT Centre has urged people to
suspend Shikara riding and boating
during periods of intense rain or gusty
winds, particularly on water bodies
like Dal Lake and Wular Lake.

Residents of landslide-prone areas
and those living near nallahs and steep
slopes are advised to remain cautious.
Disaster response teams have been
placed on alert, and travelers are ad-
vised to exercise caution on moun-
tainous roads, including the Srinagar-
Jammu National Highway.

The Jammu and  Kashmir
Meteorological Department also is-
sued a weather alert for July 22 to 25,
warning of heavy to very heavy rainfall
at isolated to scattered places in the
Jammu Division.

A MeT official stated that on July
22 and 23, there will be intermittent
spells of light to moderate rain, thun-
der, and gusty winds at many places,
along with intense showers and heavy
to very heavy rain at isolated to scat-
tered locations in the Jammu Division.

For July 24, the weather is expected
to remain generally cloudy, with inter-
mittent spells of light to moderate rain
and thundershowers at many places.
Intense showers and heavy rain are
also likely at isolated locations across
both Jammu and Kashmir.

He further added that from July 25
to 27, the weather will turn hot and
humid, with the possibility of brief
showers at a few places. From July 28
to 30, fresh spells of light to moderate
rain and thundershowers are expected
at many locations.

In an advisory, the department
warned of the possibility of flash
floods at some vulnerable locations,
along with landslides, mudslides,
shooting stones, a rise in water levels
in water bodies, and waterlogging in
some low-lying areas.

“Farmers are advised to suspend

farm operations from July 22 to 24,”
the official added.

Rainstorm Disrupts

dangerously, according to local re-
ports. Authorities acted swiftly, with
the Chief Education Officer (CEO) of
Poonch ordering the closure of all gov-
ernment and private schools for the
day. The precautionary measure was
taken to ensure the safety of students
and staff amid the ongoing weather
emergency.

In a close call, a residential house
in Panchayat Ghohrot, Ward No.
9 of Koteranka collapsed due to
rain-induced structural weakness.
Fortunately, the family had evacu-
ated earlier after noticing wall cracks,
preventing any casualties. Locals have
urged the administration to provide
compensation and temporary relief.

In Rajouri town, a boundary wall of
a nearby Army camp collapsed near
the main bus stand due to soil ero-
sion. The falling debris damaged two
parked vehicles but caused no injuries.
Panic spread briefly in the bustling
market area following the incident.

The heavy downpour also led to a
blockade on the backside road of the
ALG ground in Rajouri as multiple
trees and electric poles were uprooted.
With electricity wires scattered across
the road, residents raised concerns
over commuter safety. Restoration
teams are working to clear the area
and restore power.

In Poonch’s Kalai area, a massive
landslide completely blocked the
Jammu-Poonch National Highway,
stranding vehicles on both sides.
Authorities have deployed machinery
and teams to expedite clearance and
restore vehicular movement.

In response to the unfolding cri-
sis, Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
Poonch, Dr. Parvaiz Ahmed Khan, is-
sued an emergency circular directing
all healthcare institutions to remain
functional 24x7. Sub Health Centres,
Block Medical Units, and the District
Hospital have been asked to ensure
full attendance of staff, with no leaves
to be granted during the period.
Ambulances have been put on standby
to handle any emergencies.

Officials have urged residents to
avoid unnecessary travel and remain
cautious near vulnerable structures,
hillsides, and water bodies. Disaster
response and health teams remain on
high alert as the administration con-
tinues to monitor the situation closely.

No Link Between

24 hours of hospitalisation or
showed no signs of illness within the
previous 24 hours. None had known
co-morbidities.

Researchers assessed participants’
COVID-19 vaccination status, history
of infection, post-COVID conditions,
family history of sudden death, and
lifestyle habits such as alcohol use,
smoking, drug use, and intense physi-
cal activity.

The study concluded that COVID-19
vaccination did not increase the risk of
sudden, unexplained death in this age
group. However, other factors such as
previous COVID-19-related hospitali-
sation, family history of sudden death,
and certain lifestyle behaviours were
linked to higher risk.

The government also highlighted
steps being taken under the National
Programme for Prevention and Control
of Non-Communicable Diseases (NP-
NCD). These include screening people
over 30 years of age for diabetes, hy-
pertension, and other NCDs that could
lead to cardiovascular issues.

Additionally, it mentioned initia-
tives like Ayushman Arogya Mandir,
public awareness campaigns, and pro-
motion of fitness and yoga through
the Fit India Movement and Ministry
of AYUSH programmes to encourage
healthier lifestyles. (inputs from KNO)

2 Convicted In Acid

brief moment, they threw acid on
his body,” the official said.

The attack resulted in complete loss
of eyesight for Nazir. His wife, who
rushed to help him, also suffered se-
rious burns. The couple’s life took a
traumatic turn as they battled physical
disability, emotional scars, and a slow-
moving justice system.

Despite the odds, Nazir's wife pur-
sued the case relentlessly—attending
court hearings, filing documents, and
following up with officials. “Her resil-
ience kept the case alive,” a member
of the prosecution team said. “Even
when others gave up hope, she stood
firm. Without her efforts, we would
not have reached this verdict.”

The acid attack in 2010 sparked brief
outrage in the region, but the case
soon faded from public attention. For
the victims, however, the trauma and
struggle never stopped.

Arguments on the quantum of pun-
ishment are expected to be heard in
the coming days. The detailed order of
conviction is likely to be made public
on Tuesday.

For the survivor couple, Monday’s
verdict is more than a legal win—it
marks the end of a long, painful chap-
ter, and a quiet affirmation of justice
delayed, but not denied.

LG Launches Portal

new web portal to ensure that every
grievance or claim is officially record-
ed and promptly acted upon.

To oversee implementation, spe-
cial monitoring cells have also been
established in the offices of the Chief
Secretary and the Director General of
Police. These cells will review both
pending and resolved cases, iden-
tify bottlenecks, and coordinate with
concerned departments for timely
redressal.

The launch follows the Lieutenant
Governor’s visit to Baramulla on July
13, where he handed over appoint-
ment letters to the next of kin of 40
terror victims. On that occasion, he
had reiterated the government’s com-
mitment to supporting victim families
and asserted that the era of family
members of terrorists receiving gov-
ernment jobs was over.

‘Amarnath Yatra

devotees.

During his visit to the Nunwan Base
Camp in the Pahalgam area, Sinha said
that feedback from pilgrims indicates
over 96% of them are satisfied with the
arrangements made by the adminis-
tration and associated organisations.

“I visited Baltal recently, and I can
confidently say that both security and
facilities for the yatris have improved
significantly year after year. The offi-
cials and volunteers involved are do-
ing their duty with utmost devotion,”
he said.

Sinha said the administration aims
to ensure pilgrims return with pleas-
ant memories, adding that the yatra
route currently reflects a festive
atmosphere.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed
satisfaction over the growing number
of pilgrims participating in the yatra
this year and anticipated a further in-
crease in footfall in the coming days.

“As | mentioned earlier, the suc-
cess of this year’s Amarnath Yatra will
have a positive impact on tourism
in Kashmir. So far, around 3.45 lakh
devotees have had darshan, and we
are hopeful that many more will join
in the days ahead,” he added.

The Lieutenant Governor lauded the
dedication, passion and commitment
of Camp directors, officials of Shrine
Board, Civil and police administra-
tion, security forces, service providers,
volunteers and every-one involved in
the holy yatra for ensuring a pleasant
and memorable pilgrimage for the
devotees.

The Lieutenant Governor interacted
with the pilgrims, service providers,
langer sevadars, sanitation workers,
medical staff, and administrative,
Police and security officials deputed
for the ongoing Amarnath Yatra.

He took stock of department-wise

arrangements, logistics, lodging, disas-
ter management, healthcare and other
facilities that have been put in place
on travel route and Yatra base camps
at Pahalgam axis.

The Lieutenant Governor directed
health officials to conduct an in-depth
analysis of patterns and causes for the
health-related incidents among pil-
grims, and take precautionary mea-
sures to improve overall health out-
comes for the devotees.

He also reviewed the Yatra feedback
system and directed for incorporating
traffic feedback option for better traf-
fic management and to facilitate the
smooth movement of the pilgrims.

ED Exposes

officials, the accused diverted the
loan amounts for personal enrich-
ment, violating the terms and purpose
of the loans. The agency noted that
public funds were systematically loot-
ed through forged documents, inflated
invoices, and fake credentials.

A special court in Srinagar has taken
cognisance of the ED’s complaint and
further proceedings are expected in
the coming weeks. Investigations into
money trails and possible involvement
of other officials are ongoing, the ED
said.

Jailed Rashid

Rashid’s counsel, Vikhyat Oberoi,
said the parole was granted subject to
the payment of travel expenses.

The Baramulla MP, who defeated
Omar Abdullah in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, had sought either interim
bail or custody parole to fulfill his par-
liamentary duties.

While Rashid’s lawyer requested
that he be allowed to attend the ses-
sion without having to bear travel
costs, the NIA opposed interim bail
and insisted custody parole be granted
only if travel expenses were paid.

Rashid is facing trial in a terror fund-
ing case, with allegations of financ-
ing separatist and terrorist groups in
Jammu and Kashmir. His name alleg-
edly emerged during the interrogation
of co-accused businessman Zahoor
Watali, according to the NIA FIR.

He was chargesheeted in October
2019, and in March 2022, a special NIA
court framed charges under Sections
120B (criminal conspiracy), 121 (wag-
ing war against the government), and
124A (sedition) of the IPC, as well as
provisions under the UAPA related to
terrorist acts and terror funding.

J&K Cong Holds

week written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to press for a legisla-
tion in the Monsoon session to grant
full statehood to Jammu and Kashmir.

In their joint letter to Modi, Kharge
and Gandhi had said that for the past
five years, the people of the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir have consis-
tently called for the restoration of full
statehood.

This demand is both legitimate and
firmly grounded in their constitutional
and democratic rights, they had said.

They Never Sought

first who raised this demand and
brought a resolution in this regard. If
they need our support, let them talk to
us,” CM said speaking to reporters in
Ganderbal.

Responding to a query about Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s resigna-
tion, he said this is the first time that
the resignation has come in such a
way.

Notably, CM Omar visited the resi-
dence of the woman, who was alleg-
edly raped and murdered in Safapora
last week. “Police have already reg-
istered a case. The government will
provide every possible assistance to
the bereaved family,” he said while re-
sponding to query about government
support to the victim family

Showroom Blacklisted

The Kashmir Art Bazaar, located in
Konchipora, Tangmarg. The seller had

provided a certificate and QR code
claiming GI certification. However,
upon verification, [ICT confirmed that
the label was forged and not issued by
the institute.

Following the complaint, the
Quality Control wing of the depart-
ment conducted an inspection, seized
the carpet, and served a show-cause
notice to the proprietor. Despite deny-
ing wrongdoing, the seller’s explana-
tion was contradicted by photographic
evidence and IICT’s expert verification,
which confirmed the label had been
pasted on a machine-made carpet.

“The Department found the reply
misleading and concluded the act
was a deliberate attempt to cheat the
buyer by exploiting the GI certification
of Kashmiri crafts,” a departmental
spokesman said. “The seller had delib-
erately created and affixed a fake QR
label that resembled the genuine GI
label issued by IICT,” he added.

Citing violations under Sections 6
and 7 of the J&K Registration of Tourist
Trade Act, 1978, the Directorate or-
dered immediate blacklisting and
deregistration of the seller. A formal
complaint has also been directed
to be filed with the office of the SSP,
Tourism Enforcement, to initiate legal
action under the GI Act and Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.

The order also noted that the seller
tried to remove the fake label once he
realised the fraud had been detected,
but photographic proof and expert
validation confirmed the deception.

Calling the act “a direct assault on
the trust consumers place in Kashmiri
handmade products,” the spokesman
warned all stakeholders against mis-
branding or passing off machine-made
items as handmade. “Such malpractic-
es threaten the credibility of our craft
sector and endanger the livelihoods of
thousands of artisans and weavers,” he
said.

The department also appealed to
tourists and buyers to report any such
fraudulent transactions and assured
strict action against those involved in
tarnishing the legacy of Kashmir’s rich
handicraft heritage.

Death Toll Rises

toll from the crash rose to 31, ac-
cording to the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) - the media wing of
the military.

Earlier, Chief Adviser’s special advis-
er, Saidur Rahman, told reporters that
at least 25 deceased were children and
many of them under the age of 12 who
succumbed to extensive burn injuries.
Authorities fear the toll could further
rise.

Sharing the details, the ISPR said
that 16 people died at the Combined
Military Hospital, 10 at the National
Institute of Burn and Plastic Surgery,
two at Lubana General Hospital, and
one each at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, Uttara Adhunik Medical
College Hospital, and United Hospital.

It added that 165 of the injured are
undergoing treatment at 10 hospitals
in Dhaka.

Wails of despair and pain reverber-
ate at hospitals where patients were
treated with burn injuries

Twenty deaths were reported ini-
tially, and seven died of their injuries
overnight.

The pilot, Flight Lieutenant
Mohammad Towkir Islam, was among
those killed in the crash.

The government has declared a
state day of mourning for Tuesday in
memory of those affected by the crash.

A statement from the Chief Advisor’s
Office on Monday announced that the
national flag will be flown at half-mast
at all government, semi-government,
autonomous institutions and educa-
tional institutions across the country.

Special prayers will be organised at
all places of religious worship in the
country for the injured and the dead.

A high-level investigation commit-
tee has been formed by the Bangladesh
Air Force to determine the cause of the
accident.




K ASHMIR OBSERVER

SRINAGAR | WEDNESDAY | 23.07.2025

07

b

o T IEK Bank

(R N |

J&K Bank Hosts Mission YUV

Events To Empower Youth

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In line with J&K
Government’s  flagship ini-
tiative Mission YUVA (Yuva
Udyami Vikas Abhiyan) aimed
at empowering youth through
entrepreneurship and self-
employment, J&K Bank today
organized the weekly login day
events titled ‘Udyami YUVA
Day’ at its Zonal Office Jammu
and “Roz-e-Yuva” at Zonal Of-
fice Baramulla.

The Bank’s Executive Direc-
tor (ED) Sudhir Gupta, who was
the chief guest on the occasion,
chaired the Jammu event in
presence of special guest ACR
(Jammu) Rajesh Kumar, General
Manager & Divisional Head (Jam-
mu) Sunit Kumar, Zonal Head
(Jammu) Rajesh Dubey, Deputy
Director (Employment) Sunaina
Saini amid an enthusiastic gath-
ering of aspiring entrepreneurs
along with senior officials of
the Government and the Bank.
Deputy Commissioner (Baram-
ulla) Minga Sherpa (IAS) was the
chief guest at Baramulla event,
which was attended by Zonal
Head (Baramulla) Imtiyaz Ah-
mad Bhat, Additional DC (Sopore)
S A Raina, DGM & Cluster Head
Baramulla Tanveer Ahmad Najar,
Asstt. Director Employment Ra-
hil Amin, Lead District Manager,
Baramulla Manzoor Ahmad and
other senior officials.

During the two functions, 73
sanction letters were distribut-
ed among Mission YUVA-regis-
tered applicants. Additionally,
keys of commercial vehicles
were handed over to selected
young entrepreneurs in Jammu,
marking another step forward
in promoting a culture of self-
reliance and enterprise.

Speaking at the Jammu event,
Executive Director Sudhir Gup-
ta said, “Our youth are full of
ideas and energy, and Mission

YUVA provides the perfect plat-
form to transform those ideas
into enterprises. At J&K Bank,
we believe that empowering
youth through entrepreneur-
ship is key to creating a sustain-
able economic ecosystem in
Jammu and Kashmir.”

“l urge all our teams to expe-
dite the disposal of all Mission
YUVA cases so that maximum
benefits reach the youth swift-
ly”, he added.

Earlier, in his opening re-
marks, GM & Divisional Head
(Jammu) Sunit Kumar said,
“Mission YUVA is not just a
scheme but a powerful move-
ment to shape a generation of
job creators in J&K. By extend-
ing timely credit support and
mentoring, J&K Bank is playing
its part in building a robust en-
trepreneurial ecosystem that
will drive inclusive economic
growth in the region.”

Expressing their thoughts on
the occasion, both ACR Jammu
and Dy. Director (Employment)
lauded the collaboration be-
tween the Bank and the Gov-
ernment in implementing Mis-
sion YUVA. “It is heartening to
see that events like ‘Udyami
YUVA Day’ not only provide
platform for extending finan-
cial support to aspirants but
also instil confidence among
our youth to pursue entre-
preneurship as a viable career
path”, they said.

At the Baramulla event, Dep-
uty Commissioner Minga Sher-
pa appreciated the efforts of
J&K Bank and emphasised the
importance of Government’s
Mission Yuva initiative for ad-
dressing unemployment issues
and creating an enterprise eco-
system. He also stressed upon
coordinated efforts between
J&K Bank and Govt. agencies for
successful implementation of
the scheme.

Govt Cites Landmark Study:

COVID Vaccines Not Linked To
Sudden Deaths In Young Adults

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant de-
velopment likely to allay pub-
lic concerns, the Union Health
Ministry on Tuesday told Par-
liament that COVID-19 vacci-
nation has no association with
unexplained sudden deaths
among young adults in India.

The clarification came in re-
sponse to a question raised by
Congress MP Imran Pratapgarhi
and is based on a nationwide
study conducted by the Indian
Council of Medical Research -
National Institute of Epidemiol-
ogy (ICMR-NIE).

The study—titled "Factors as-
sociated with unexplained sud-
den deaths among adults aged
18-45 years in India: A multi-
centric matched case-control
study"—was carried out between
May and August 2023 across 47
tertiary care hospitals in 19
states and Union Territories.

Focusing on the age group
of 18 to 45 years, the research
examined deaths that oc-
curred suddenly—either within
24 hours of hospitalisation or
in individuals who appeared
healthy 24 hours before dying.
Importantly, the study exclud-
ed individuals with any known
co-morbidities, placing special
emphasis on those who were
previously considered healthy.

Investigators gathered de-
tailed data, including each indi-
vidual's COVID-19 vaccination
history, prior COVID-19 infec-
tions, post-COVID complica-
tions, family history of sudden
death, and a wide range of life-
style factors—such as smoking,
alcohol consumption, binge
drinking, use of recreational
drugs, and vigorous physical
activity.

Key Finding: COVID-19 vacci-
nation did not increase the risk
of unexplained sudden death
among young adults.

However, the study did iden-
tify a higher risk in cases in-
volving previous COVID-19 hos-
pitalisations, a family history
of sudden death, and specific
risky lifestyle behaviours.

To combat non-communica-
ble diseases (NCDs) that can in-
crease cardiovascular risk, the
government said it is continuing
its efforts under the National
Programme for Prevention and
Control of Non-Communicable
Diseases (NP-NCD). The initia-
tive, led by the Department of
Health & Family Welfare, has
led to the establishment of NCD
clinics and cardiac care units
across the country.

Further, the government is
actively involved in screening
individuals over the age of 30 to
identify and manage common
conditions like diabetes and
hypertension—both of which
are known precursors to heart
disease.

To promote preventive care
and healthier living, commu-
nity-based initiatives such as
the Ayushman Arogya Mandir
programme, public awareness
campaigns, and digital media
outreach are being deployed.
These are complemented by
wellness drives like the Fit In-
dia Movement, spearheaded by
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI), and
Yoga programmes under the
Ministry of AYUSH.

The government’s response
reiterates its focus on evidence-
based public health policy and
aims to debunk circulating
misinformation about vaccine
safety.

CM Omar Calls For Holistic
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Tuesday advocat-
ed for a holistic implementa-
tion of the National Education
Policy, and urged educators to
empower learners.

The chief minister was ad-
dressing a one-day conference
on NEP-2020 themed 'Empow-
ering Education Leaders for
Holistic Education' in Srinagar.

Abdullah underscored the
need for comprehensive, in-
clusive and locally adaptable
implementation of the NEP
2020, calling it a visionary
document whose success de-
pends entirely on its under-
standing and execution at the
grassroots level.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of reflection and course
correction, the chief minister
said, "The New Education Pol-
icy is now five years old. This
is the time to evaluate where
we have succeeded, where we

Implementation_. of NEP

have fallen short, and what
more can be done to imple-
ment it better",

A policy is only as effective
as its application and under-
standing, he said.

Terming the NEP-2020 a
"magnificent and far-reaching”
framework, Abdullah stressed
that the real change will come
only when the policy is un-
derstood in its true spirit and
implemented with sensitivity
to local needs and realities.

Pointing to gaps in sub-
ject availability and staff, the
chief minister said that many
government schools and col-
leges are unable to offer a wide
range of subjects due to faculty
shortages.

"In Jammu, only a few
schools offer Urdu; in Kashmir,
a few offer Hindi. Even region-
al languages like Kashmiri,
Dogri, or Punjabi are taught in
a very limited number of in-
stitutions. These gaps need to
be filled gradually, within our
available resources," he said.

He also addressed frequent
comparisons between gov-
ernment and private schools,
highlighting that government
institutions operate in areas
where private schools often do
not venture.

"Setting up a school in Sri-
nagar is easy. Try opening one
in Gurez, Tangdhar, or Machil.
Our teachers work in extreme
conditions, away from the
spotlight, and deserve recog-
nition," he said.

Abdullah also emphasized
the importance of inclusiv-
ity in education. "Every child
-- "regardless of physical or
learning challenges -- "de-
serves a chance to learn. Are
our schools truly inclusive and
accessible to all? This work-
shop is a good step in that di-
rection,” he said.

According to PTI, the chief
minister expressed hope that
such engagements will contin-
ue to inspire a positive change
across the educational land-
scape of Jammu and Kashmir.

THE NEW EDUCATION POLICY IS NOW FIVE YEARS OLD. This is the time to
evaluate where we have succeeded, where we have fallen short, and what more can be
donetoimplement it better".

Amit Shah To Unveil National

Cooperative Policy 2025

Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister and Minister of Coop-
erative Amit Shah will unveil
the National Cooperative Poli-
cy 2025 on Thursday (July 24).

According to KNO, the event
will be organized at Atal Akshay
Urja Bhawan, officials said.

Members of the drafting
committee of the National
Cooperative  Policy, Chair-
man and Managing Directors
of all National Cooperative
Unions, senior officials of the
Ministry, senior officials of
National Cooperative Develop-
ment Corporation (NCDC), Na-
tional Council of Cooperative
Training (NCCT) and Vaikunth
Mehta National Institute of Co-
operative Management (VAM-
NICOM) will be present on the
occasion, officials said.

They said the new coopera-
tive policy will prove to be a
milestone in the cooperative

movement of India for the
next two decades from 2025-
45, “Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the able guidance of Union
Home Minister and Coopera-
tive Minister Amit Shah, the
new cooperative policy 2025
aims to revive and modernize
the cooperative sector as well
as realize the vision of pros-
perity through cooperation
by creating a roadmap at the
grassroots level,” they added.
“Earlier in the year 2002, the
country's first National Cooper-

ative Policy was issued, which
gave a basic framework for
better management of the eco-
nomic activities of cooperative
institutions. In the last 20 years,
many major changes have tak-
en place in the society, country
and the world due to globaliza-
tion and technological advance-
ment. Keeping these changes in
mind, it became necessary to
formulate a new policy, so that
cooperative institutions can be
made more active and useful in
the current economic scenario
and the role of the cooperative
sector can be strengthened
in achieving the goal of Viksit
Bharat 2047, they said.

“The objective of the Na-
tional Cooperative Policy is to
make cooperative institutions
inclusive, manage them pro-
fessionally, prepare them for
the future and be able to cre-
ate large scale employment
and livelihood opportunities
especially in rural India.”

DIPR Announces Online
Competitions To Celebrate
Independence Day

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In connection with
the upcoming Independence
Day 2025 celebrations, the De-
partment of Information and
Public Relations (DIPR), Jammu
& Kashmir, has launched three
online competitions to encour-
age citizens—particularly stu-
dents and youth—to participate
in creative and patriotic ex-
pressions.

Participants are encouraged
to take part in the National
Anthem Singing Competition,
where they can showcase their
love for the nation by submit-
ting their renditions of the Na-
tional Anthem. The best entries
will be awarded cash prizes.
Entries can be submitted
through the link: https://forms.
gle/qrn6auoUu9tNHrzR7.

To inspire thought leader-
ship and visionary thinking, an
Online Essay Writing Competi-
tion has been announced on the
theme "Viksit Bharat @2047".
Participants are invited to pen
down their aspirations and in-
novative ideas for a developed
India as we approach 2047,
marking 100 years of indepen-
dence. Entries can be submitted
at:  https://forms.gle/ebK8Fe-
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2hQWx2zMWVvS8.

In addition, DIPR has also ini-
tiated an Online Painting Com-
petition on the theme “Draw
Your Favourite Freedom Fighter”.
Budding artists are encouraged
to honour and depict the leg-
acy of India’'s freedom fighters
through colours and creativity.
Entries for this competition can
be submitted at: https://forms.
gle/PH4GXKVdqK6AdPLf9.

All competitions are open to
the general public and aim to
instill patriotic spirit, nurture
talent, and celebrate the idea
of India. Attractive prizes and
certificates await the winners.
DIPR urges citizens across Jam-
mu & Kashmir to participate
enthusiastically and make this
Independence Day truly mem-
orable by contributing their
voice, vision, and creativity.

India’s Doctor-Population
Ratio Improves To 1:811: Govt

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: India has signifi-
cantly improved its doctor-pop-
ulation ratio, which now stands
at approximately 1 doctor per
811 people, the Union Govern-
ment informed Parliament on
Tuesday. This improvement
reflects the active availability
of about 80% of both allopathic
and AYUSH medical practitio-
ners in the country.

Responding to a question
raised by Biju Janata Dal MP
Shubhashish Khuntia, the Union
Minister for Health and Fam-
ily Welfare stated that there are
currently 1,386,150 registered
allopathic doctors across India.
In addition, the Ministry of AY-
USH has 751,768 registered prac-
titioners. Assuming that 80% of
these professionals are actively
engaged in practice, the overall
doctor-to-population ratio has
been computed at 1:811.

The minister elaborated that
to address the persistent short-
age of medical professionals,
the government has under-
taken several critical initiatives.
Among the most notable is the
establishment of 131 new medi-
cal colleges under a centrally
sponsored scheme aimed at
upgrading district and referral
hospitals.

“Out of 157 approved medi-
cal colleges, 131 are now opera-
tional,” he informed, adding that
parallel efforts are underway to
upgrade and strengthen existing
state and central government
medical colleges to increase the
number of MBBS and postgradu-
ate medical seats.

Under the Pradhan Man-
tri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY), the Centre has ap-
proved 75 projects for upgrading

government medical colleges,
which includes the construc-
tion of super specialty blocks. Of
these, 71 projects have already
been completed. Furthermore,
22 new AIIMS (All India Institute
of Medical Sciences) have been
approved, out of which under-
graduate courses have com-
menced in 19.

To help resolve the shortage
of teaching faculty, the govern-
ment has also implemented
recognition of Diplomate of
National Board (DNB) qualifica-
tions for faculty appointments.
Moreover, the upper age limit for
appointments, extensions, or re-
employment of teachers, deans,
principals, and directors in med-
ical colleges has been increased
to 70 years, the minister stated.

While acknowledging that
the primary responsibility for
filling vacancies and strength-
ening public health systems
lies with state governments,
the Centre said it is providing
extensive support through the
National Health Mission (NHM).
This includes financial and tech-
nical assistance to states and
union territories, enabling them
to strengthen their health work-
force. Many of these recruit-
ments are made on a contractual
basis, depending on the specific
needs of the respective regions.

To encourage medical profes-
sionals to serve in rural and re-
mote areas, various incentives are
being provided under NHM. These
include hard area allowances for
specialist doctors, provision of
residential quarters, and hono-
rariums for gynecologists, pedia-
tricians, anesthetists, and doctors
trained in emergency obstetric
care, to ensure the availability of
specialists for procedures such as
Cesarean sections.

Carry Independent Verification Of Rural Waste Management Infra: CS

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo Tuesday reviewed the
progress of the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Grameen)-1I (SBM-G
Phase-II), highlighting signifi-
cant achievements in rural san-
itation and outlining ambitious
plans for the future.

The review meeting besides
Commissioner Secretary, RDD
was attended by MD, Rural San-
itation; COO, Himayat and oth-
ers to take appraisal of the Open
Defecation Free (ODF) status
and enhancing Solid and Liquid
Waste Management (SLWM) in
rural areas.

During the review meeting,
the Chief Secretary laid strong
emphasis on furnishing a de-
tailed report on the door-to-
door waste collection status in
rural areas. He directed that a
sample survey be conducted
through the Economics & Sta-
tistics (E&S) offices in each dis-
trict to assess the actual imple-
mentation and progress of this
initiative at the village level.

Dulloo further called for a
comprehensive audit of assets
created by the Department. He
underscored the importance of

verifying the dashboard data

with the ground realities, ensur-
ing both are aligned. Highlight-
ing the purpose behind these
infrastructural investments, he
stated that the ultimate goal is
to enhance cleanliness, and to
make villages more liveable and
environmentally ambient.

The MD, Rural Sanitation,
Anoo Malhotra while speaking
of the progress and achieve-
ments made out that since its
initiation in February 2020,
SBM-G Phase-II has made sub-
stantial strides in J&K. She elab-
orated that 18,29,495 Individual
Household Latrines (IHHL) have
been constructed including
8,450 Community Compost
Pits, 1,69,158 Individual Com-
post Pits for waste management
in rural areas.

For Grey Water Management
she mentioned that 7,334 Com-

munity Soak Pits, 3,56,458 Indi-
vidual Soak Pits 4,89,250Individ-
ual Kitchen Gardens have been
developed by the Department.

Moreover about the Annual
Implementation Plan  (AIP)
2024-25 it was said that sig-
nificant achievements were
noted against planned targets,
including the construction of
43,280 IHHLs against a target of
36,000, and 740 CSCs against a
target of 1,000.

With respect to 2025-26 the
meeting was informed that an
AlPof Rs 405 Cr has been ap-
proved for SBM(G) in J&K out
of whichRs61.25 Cr as Ist in-
stalment of Central share for
2025-26 was sanctioned on
June 27, 2025. Similarly, the
corresponding UT share of ap-
proximately ¥700.00 lakhs has
been released, the meeting was
informed.

Regarding the functionality
of Assets an online platform
called mWaterdash Board gives
insights about each asset cre-
ated by the Department. It was
revealed that as per the report
generated on this dashboard
7,317 out of 7,562 CSCs stands
verified and reported function-
al (100% verified).

Similarly2,585 out of 2,900
Segregation Sheds had been
said to be verified and found
functional ~ (45%  verified).
About Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Units 96 out of 131 veri-
fied assets are functional (100%
verified). 560 dysfunctional/de-
funct units are currently being
retrofitted for functionality.

It was given out that out of
the total of 6,650 villages, 4,585
villages (69%) are covered by
door-to-door garbage collec-
tion. User charges collected un-
til December 2024 amounted to
7141.40 Lacs, with an additional
¥32.14 Lacs collected in the first
quarter of FY 2025-26. The UT
has 874 procured and 84 hired
collection vehicles.

The meeting was also ap-
prised that extensive prepara-
tions had been made to ensure a
clean, green, and sustainable Shri

Amarnath Ji Yatra (SANJY) 2025,
with a focus on robust sanitation
measures including the deploy-
ment of 7,404 sanitation workers,
installation of 5,613 toilets/baths,
15 waste management facilities,
and 80 soak pits.

A dedicated IEC campaign us-
ing visuals, signage, and social
media is being conducted along
the yatra routes, complemented
by a tech-enabled waste moni-
toring system via a web-cum-
mobile application. As of July
2025, a total of 192.61 metric
tonnes of waste has been col-
lected which includes 125.75 MT
from the Baltal Axis and 66.86
MT from the Pahalgam Axis.

Some of the SBM-G best prac-
tices showcasing innovative ini-
tiatives taken up by the Depart-
ment includes ECO-KARIGARI
(Waste to Wealth initiative),
Sandesh-e-Swachta, = PWMU
facilitated under PMEGP,Public
Park on Community Soak
Pit, DEWAT System, a commu-
nity-led greywater manage-
ment unit and organic waste
composting machine within
the Central Jail Srinagar, run by
trained inmates, converts 500
kg of solid waste into organic
fertilizers daily.
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ENGV IND 4th Test: Injury-Hit India
TakeOn Resment England

Press Trust of India
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England’s Delaying Tactics Not
Within Spirit Of The Game: Gill

India captain Shubman Gill on Tuesday slammed

the delaying tactic used by the England openers

towards end of day three of the Lord's Test, say-
ing coming 90 seconds late to the crease was not
within the spirt of the game.

Speaking ahead of the fourth Test in Manchester,
Gill ended the customary pre-match media inter-
action on an explosive note when asked about the
on-field tensions during the third game.

"Yes, a lot of people have been talking about it,
so let me just clear the air, for once and for all, the
English batsmen on that day, they had seven min-
utes of play left, they were 90 seconds late to come
to the crease, not 10, not 20, 90 seconds late," said
a combative Gill. "Yes, most of the teams they use
this (delaying tactic), even if we were in a position,
we would have also liked to play lesser overs, but
there is a manner to do it, and we felt, yes if you get
hit on your body, the physios are allowed to come
on, and that is something that is fair. (PTI)

600 runs in the series and from the
team's point of view, he would need
to return to his heavy scoring ways.
Compared to other venues in the
country, India don't play that regu-
larly here with their last outing at
Old Trafford coming in 2014. The
last hundred from an Indian at this
ground came from the bat of Sa-
chin Tendulkar way back in 1990.
It has been raining regularly in
Manchester for the past week or so
and there is forecast for light show-
ers for the majority of the five days.
Considering the damp weather,

but that may not be the case in
Manchester, where the visitors are
yet to win in nine attempts includ-
ing four losses and five draws. Eng-
land are leading 2-1 going into the
penultimate game of the rubber.

Shardul Thakur, who played the
series-opener, would be the di-
rect replacement for Reddy in the
playing eleven but he doesn't pro-
vide the same batting quality. If
selected, he would have to up his
game with the ball too as Reddy
had produced timely wickets in
the third Test at Lord's.

MANCHESTER: An injury-plagued
India is likely to go back to the
Headingley template when it
takes on a reinvigorated England
in the fourth Test starting here on
Wednesday, hoping to end a win-
less record at the storied Old Traf-
ford and draw level in what has
been a compelling series so far.
Following the first Test in Leeds,
India had found a settled line-up
by fielding three all-rounders in
the playing eleven including Nitish

Reddy, who has now been ruled of
the series due to a knee injury.
Pacer Akash Deep was also
ruled out on the eve of the Test
due to a groin injury, and captain
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bowler Anshul Kamboj is on the
verge of making his debut.

ington Sundar being the two spin
bowling all-rounders, India had the

Pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
and workhorse Mohammed Siraj
are two certain starters in the
playing eleven.

Despite low returns in the third

there would be moisture to exploit
for the fast bowlers on day one.
Tempers flaring on both sides
has added to the excitement of the
series and Old Trafford promises

BCCI Will Be Covered In

National Sports Governance Bill
The BCCI will come under the purview of the

Shubman Gill said uncapped fast With Ravindra Jadeja and Wash- to be another cracker.

J&K Police’s Ravees To
Compete At Asian Pencak
Silat Champlonshlp

Observer News Service

cushion of batting till number eight ~ Test, Gill has aggregated more than

Kashmir Super League:
Aqua Avengers Defeat
Athwas India 3-1

in minute 62 and 65, had
almost sealed the win as
Athwas India XI pulled one
back in the 90th minute

National Sports Governance Bill that is set to

be introduced in Parliament on Wednesday
and will be required to take recognition from the
proposed National Sports Board even though it is
not reliant on government funding.

This was revealed by a top Sports Ministry
source on Tuesday.

"Like all National Sports federations (NSFs), the
BCCI will have to comply with the law of the land
once this Bill becomes an Act. They don't take
ministry funding but an Act of Parliament applies
to them,"” the source said.

Anantnag Wins U19 Provincial
Volleyball C’shlp In Budgam

Observer News Service
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SRINAGAR: The Jammu &

Kashmir Police on Tues- SRINAGAR: Aqua Avengers

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: The Depart-
ment of Youth Services and
Sports Budgam-hosted In-
ter-District Provincial Level
Volleyball ~Championship
for Boys Under-19 came to
an end at Sports Stadium
Chrar-i-Sharief. The event
witnessed enthusiastic
participation from multiple
districts across Kashmir,
with Anantnag emerging
victorious in the final.
Anantnag began its cam-
paign with a dominant
performance, defeating
Kupwara 2-0 in the open-
ing match. The team main-
tained its momentum in
the group stage, register-
ing straight-set victories
against Ganderbal (2-0)
and Bandipora (2-0). De-
spite a 1-3 setback against
a strong Baramulla side,

Anantnag bounced back in
the semi-finals, overpow-
ering Shopian with a clean
2-0 win.

The second semifinal
saw Kupwara defeat Kul-
gam.

The grand finale saw a
much-anticipated rematch
between Anantnag and
Kupwara. Displaying supe-
rior tactics, coordination,
and resilience, Anantnag
clinched the championship
with a decisive 3-1 win.

Anantnag captain Sahil
Shameem, a seasoned play-
er who captained the J&K
team in the U-17 SGFI Na-
tionals for two consecutive
years, once again proved
his mettle by guiding the
team.

In the match for the
third-place position, Shop-
ian edged past Kulgam in a
close contest.

day announced that Ra-
vees Ahmad, Coach of the
J&K Police Pencak Silat
Team, has been selected
to represent India in the
prestigious 9th Asian Pen-
cak Silat Championship,
scheduled to be held in
Vietnam from July 24 to
July 31.

Ravees Ahmad, a sea-
soned coach and accom-
plished athlete, has rep-
resented India in various
international champi-
onships and has earned
medals at the interna-
tional level and well as
national level showcasing
his exceptional skills and
dedication to the sport of
Pencak Silat.

“His selection for this
elite continental event is a
moment of pride not only
for Jammu and Kashmir
Police but for the entire
Union Territory. His con-
sistent performance and
commitment to excellence
have set a benchmark in

the field of martial arts,”
the J&K Police said in a
statement.

“The J&K Police Sports
Department and all his
colleagues extend heart-
felt congratulations and
best wishes to Ravees
Ahmad for a success-
ful outing at the Asian
Championship. We are
confident that he will
bring further laurels to
the nation and inspire
budding athletes across
the region,” it added.

Kashmir FC convincingly
defeated Athwas India XI
3-1in a 2025 Kashmir Su-
per League matchup at TRC
Ground here.

After a 0-0 first half,
Aqua Avengers Kashmir
came out strongly in the
second. Adnan Ayub con-
tinued his brilliant form
by giving his team the lead
in minute 53. Hayat Bashir
joined in on the action
soon, scoring two goals in
three minutes to put the
tie to rest. His twin strikes,

via Aryan Gupta.

Hayat Bashir was named
Player of the Match, while
Furqaan Dar was awarded
the Game Changer of the
Match. The Golden Mo-
ment award went to Ad-
nan Ayub, while Mousa
Qureshi won the X-Factor
Excellence award.

As per the schedule list,
Greenend Heroes FC will
take on New JK United FC
on Wednesday. The game
kicks off at 7:00 PM.

The BCCI has become a part of the Olympic
movement after cricket was included in the 2028
Los Angeles Games where it will be played in the
T20 format. The long-awaited Sports Governance
Bill seeks to institutionalise a strong framework
for timely elections, administrative accountability,
athlete welfare and reduction in litigation through

a slew of measures. (PTI)

New Zealand Beat South
Africa In T20 Matchup

im Seifert's aggressive half-century on a tricky
pitch led New Zealand to a comfortable seven-
wicket win over South Africa in a tri-series

T20 match on Tuesday.

Opening batter Seifert, dropped in the first over
before he had scored, hit an unbeaten 66 off 48
balls to guide the Black Caps to their target of 135
with more than four overs to spare.

Earlier, South Africa tinkered with its batting
order but the experiment of using captain Rassie
van der Dussen as an opener failed to pay off as
the team could only make 134-8. Reeza Hendricks
top-scored with 41 off 37 balls and George Linde

stroked an unbeaten 23. (AP)
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