VP Jagdeep
Dhankhar
Resigns

Press Trust Of India

New  Delhi:Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Monday
evening resigned from his post
citing medical reasons.

He has sent his resignation
to President Droupadi Murmu
and said he was stepping down
with immediate effect.

“To prioritise health care
and abide by medical advice, I
hereby resign as Vice President
of India, effective immediately,
in accordance with Article
67(a) of the Constitution,”
Dhankhar said in his letter to
the President.

Dhankhar, 74, assumed office
in August 2022.

Jagdeep Dhankhar, who once
called himself a "reluctant poli-
tician", took on the Judiciary
over the issue of separation of
powers and had face-offs with
the opposition in the Rajya
Sabha virtually every day during
his stint as the Vice President.

The 74-year-old leader, who
cited medical reasons to resign
from the Vice President's post
after an eventful | More on P6

IWT ABEYANCE

KO Web Desk

New Delhi:

declared  the

Modi said,

“In Operation Sindoor, the
Indian armed forces achieved
their objectives 100 per cent.
under
22 minutes, pulverised the
masters of terrorism in their
homes and reduced their

The armed forces,

hideouts to rubble.”

He described the session

16-Hour
Debate On Op
Sindoor InLS
Next Week

J&K Seeks Centre’s
Nod For 2 Key Projects

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah has expressed hope
that the central government
will approve two long-pending
infrastructure  projects, the
Tulbul Navigation Project in
Kashmir and the Chenab Water
Lift Scheme in Jammu, which
he considers vital for address-
ing water needs and regional
development.

Following the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack in April that killed
26 people, mostly tourists,
the Centre announced a set of
retaliatory measures against
Pakistan, including suspend-
ing key provisions of the 1960
Indus Waters Treaty. The treaty
allows India full use of the east-
ern rivers—Sutlej, Beas, and
Ravi—while Pakistan receives
the majority share from the
western rivers—Indus, Jhelum,
and Chenab.

In a recent interview, Omar
reiterated his longstanding
criticism of the treaty, calling
it deeply unfair to Jammu and
Kashmir. He said the agree-
ment has deprived the region

of the right to store and regu-
late its own water and forced
hydroelectric projects to follow
run-of-the-river models, which
limit their capacity.

While acknowledging that a
complete reversal of the treaty
will take time, Omar said his
government is pushing for
medium-term projects that can
begin without delay. He point-
ed specifically to the Tulbul
Navigation Project in Sopore,
which has been stalled since
1987 due to Pakistani objections.
The project, also known as the
Waular Barrage, would help reg-
ulate the Jhelum River, improve
navigation, and boost winter
power generation at plants like
Lower Jhelum and Uri.

India accelerated the project
after the 2016 Uri attack but
Pakistan refused to engage in di-
alogue over five meetings of the
Permanent Indus Commission
between 2017 and 2022. Indian
officials argue that Tulbul does
not violate the treaty since it is
not meant for irrigation or stor-
age but is a regulating structure
for non-consumptive uses.

Omar has | More on P6

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
Monsoon
Session of Parliament a "Vijay
Utsav" (celebration of victo-
ry), asserting that the Indian
armed forces had achieved
100% of their objectives dur-
ing Operation Sindoor, a swift
military response to the re-
cent Pahalgam terror attack.
Speaking to reporters at
the Parliament complex be-
fore the start of the session,

as a proud moment for the
country, praising the strength
of India’s military and call-
ing for a unified voice in
Parliament to echo the na-
tion’s victory.

The Prime Minister also
took note of other recent mile-
stones, highlighting how the
Indian flag was unfurled at the
International Space Station,

Press Trust Of India
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Pahalgam Attack Shocked World,
Exposed Terror Hub: PM Modi

Says Forces Achieved 100% Objectives In Op Sindoor

a reference to astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla’s historic
visit. He credited the country's
technological and economic
growth for strengthening
India's global position.

Pahalgam Attack and Global
Response

Referring to | More on P6

PARLIAMENT MONSOON SESSION

Pahalgam, Op Sindoor
Trigger Face-Off On Day 1

KO Web Desk
New Delhi: The
Monsoon Session of

Parliament began on
Monday on a rocky note,
as lawmakers from the
Opposition benches cre-
ated ruckus in the Lok
Sabha, demanding a
discussion on Operation
Sindoor.

The day's proceedings
were marked by intense
sloganeering and heated
exchanges, particularly
over Trump's claim that
he had brokered a peace

deal between India and
Pakistan. The Lower
House was adjourned
twice within an hour,
while the Rajya Sabha
saw an intense exchange
between Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and
BJP president JP Nadda.
The first sitting of
the Lok Sabha in the
Monsoon Session was
adjourned just 20 min-
utes after it began, amid
slogans by opposition
MPs demanding the
prime minister’'s re-
sponse to | More on P6

opposition insisted that it should start this government representatives noted that

New Delhi: Government on Monday

agreed to a 16-hour discussion in the
Lok Sabha on Operation Sindoor and
Pahalgam terror attack, and it is likely
to be taken up next week, even as the

Modi must reply.

week itself and Prime Minister Narendra

At the meeting of the Business Advisory
Committee (BAC), attended by mem-

bers of different parties and chaired by
Speaker Om Birla, sources said that the

PM Modi is leaving on a foreign visit this

week, and a debate when he is present in

the House is

J&K Has Moved Beyond Its

Troubled Past: LG
Says History Will Judge What Changed In 5 Years

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Asserting that people
and history will judge what has
changed in the last five years,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha has said that Jammu and
Kashmir has broken away from
its troubled past and is now em-
bracing a secure, peaceful, and
development-driven future.

In an interview to a national
news channel, LG Sinha—re-
flecting on his tenure since
taking charge on August 7,
2020—said that the last five
years have seen a fundamental
transformation in the Union
Territory. “Peace, prosperity,
and a people-centric approach
formed the bedrock of my ad-
ministration,” he said.

“Stone pelting and hartals are
now history. Schools, colleges,
and businesses function with-
out disruption, and nightlife has
made a comeback,” LG Sinha
noted, underlining the normal-
ization of everyday life. “J&K’s
economy has doubled in the past
five years,” he added, signaling
economic growth and revival.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: ammu and Kashmir
witnessed fresh rainfall on

Monday as the Meteorological
Department (MeT) predicted
more wet weather till July
23, issuing yellow and orange
alerts across the region.

The fresh spell of rain has
brought a marginal dip in day-
time heat in parts of Kashmir,
although the temperatures
in several areas remained
above normal. Srinagar, the
summer capital, sizzled at
34.9°C—well above the sea-
sonal average. Qazigund
recorded 29.0°C, Pahalgam

J&K, MeT Predicts More .+ "

Landslides
Kill 2, Injure
15in J&K

Widespread Rainfall Soaks x.-:»

J ']

28.0°C, and Kupwara topped
the chart at 35.3°C. Kokernag
and Gulmarg stood at 30.8°C
and 23.5°C respectively.

In contrast, the Jammu re-
gion experienced cooler-than-
usual temperatures following
heavy rainfall in several areas.
Katra recorded the highest
precipitation in the last 24
hours, with 184.2 mm of rain,
while Jammu city logged 31.6
mm since morning.

According to Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmad, Director MeT, in-
termittent spells of light to
moderate rain and thunder-
showers are expected at many
places across | More on P6

wo persons, including a young schoolboy and a pilgrim from

Maharashtra, lost their lives and at least 15 others sustained injuries

after heavy rains triggered multiple landslides across Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday, disrupting normal life and forcing authorities to sus-
pend the Vaishno Devi yatra. The 11-year-old boy, a resident | More on P6

UNDER PRIME
G MINISTER MODI'S

LEADERSHIP, WE
HAVE SUCCESSFULLY
achieved both goals,” the
situation has improved. Over
two lakh pilgrims have
already participated this year
in a 38-day Yatra. Hotels in
Pahalgam and Sonamarg are
full, and Srinagar’s hotel
occupancy is at 40%.”

Acknowledging that devel-
opment is an ongoing process,
he said, “People and history

will judge what has changed
in five years compared to what
used to happen earlier.”

Touching upon the admin-
istration’s outreach to victims
of terrorism, LG Sinha recalled
emotional encounters with af-
fected families. In one instance,
he recounted how a man with
three children was killed in a
terror attack, but only one of
his sons was initially provid-
ed a government job. “These
meetings moved me deeply,
and we took decisions to en-
sure comprehensive rehabili-
tation of terror-hit families,”
he said. He admitted that out-
reach came late in some cases
but emphasized that steps have
now been taken to reopen old
massacre cases, file FIRs, and
return seized properties.

Responding to controversy
around Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah not being invited to
certain security review meet-
ings, LG Sinha clarified, “The
State Reorganization Act, passed
by Parliament, clearly defines
the jurisdiction of all authori-
ties. | More on P6

possible only next week.

Asked if the government’s stand means
that Modi may speak on the issue in the
House, official sources said | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Centre on Monday
informed the Lok Sabha that
Jammu and Kashmir witnessed
a footfall of over 7.65 crore do-
mestic and 147 lakh foreign
tourists over the last five years,
but admitted that no formal
study has been conducted so
far to assess how much employ-
ment this boom in tourism has
generated in the region.
Responding to a question in
the Monsoon Session, Tourism
Minister ~ Gajendra  Singh

Parliament 'Gherao'

J&K Congress Heads To
Delhi Over Statehood

0bse1'ver News Service

Srinagar: As part of its ‘Delhi
Chalo’ campaign, top Congress
leaders from Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday left for
the national capital to mount
pressure on the Centre for the
restoration of statehood to J&K.

The delegation, led by
Congress national general
secretary Ghulam Ahmed Mir
and J&K Pradesh Congress

Committee (JKPCC) president
Tariq Hameed Karra, includ-
ed over 160 members who
boarded five double-decker
buses from the party head-
quarters in Jammu.

Speaking to reporters be-
fore departure, Mir said the
party will symbolically gh-
erao Parliament to highlight
what he called the Modi gov-
ernment’s "failure” to restore
statehood | More on P6

Amarnath
Yatra Crosses
3.21 Lakh Mark

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The annual Amarnath
Yatra continued smoothly on
Monday as over 17,000 pilgrims
paid obeisance at the holy cave
shrine in South Kashmir, taking
the total number of devotees
since the pilgrimage began on
July 3 to over 3.21 lakh.

According to officials, 17,016
pilgrims performed darshan
at the sacred cave on Monday
alone. Among them were
12,757 men, 3,270 women, 150
children, 158 sadhus, 9 sadhvis,
3 transgender pilgrims, and
669 security personnel.

While the overall turnout at
the cave remains steady, offi-
cials noted a consistent decline
in the number of pilgrims de-
parting from Jammu—the tra-
ditional starting point of the
yatra. On July 18, 7,908 yatris
left from Jammu; the number
dropped to 6,365 on July 19,
4,388 on July 20, and hit a low
of 3,791 on July 21 — the lowest
daily departure recorded so far
this year.

Despite the drop in new ar-
rivals, authorities said the yatra
is progressing peacefully, sup-
ported by robust logistical and
security arrangements across
all routes and base camps.

“A total of 3,791 pilgrims left
Jammu for the twin base camps
of Baltal and Pahalgam this
morning under a tight secu-
rity cover,” an official said. “The
group included 3,067 men, 522
women, 9 children, 192 sadhus
and sadhvis, and one transgen-
der devotee.” | More on P6

Tourist Footfall
in J&K Crosses 7.0
Crore Since 2020: Govt

Shekhawat revealed that a total
of 7,66,85,482 tourists visited
the Union Territory between
2020 and 2024. This includes
76,537,741 domestic visitors
and 147,741 foreign tourists.

The data shows a significant jump
in tourist arrivals over the years.

In 2020, the region saw
25,19,524 domestic tourists and
5,317 foreign tourists.

In 2021, numbers surged to
1,13,14,920 domestic and 1,650
foreign visitors, marking an an-
nual growth of 349.09% in do-
mestic arrivals. | More on P6

9 Notices To
Air India In 6 Months
For Safety Violations

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: A total of nine

show cause notices were
issued to Air India in con-
nection with five identi-
fied safety violations in
the last six months and
enforcement action has
been completed with re-
spect to one violation, the
civil aviation ministry in-
formed the Rajya Sabha on

Monday.
Last month, Air India’s
Boeing 787-8  aircraft

enroute to London Gatwick
from Ahmedabad crashed
soon after take off, kill-
ing 260 people. Following
the fatal accident, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) ordered
additional checks of the
airline’s Boeing 787-8/9

aircraft. As many as 81
people were injured in the
accident.

“Out of total 33 air-
craft, 31 operational air-
craft have been inspected
wherein minor findings
were observed in 8 aircraft.
These aircraft have been
released for operation post
rectification. The remain-
ing 2 aircraft are under
scheduled maintenance,”
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said in a
written reply.

He was responding to a
question from BJP mem-
ber Ashokrao Shankarrao
Chavan.

Meanwhile, in a sepa-
rate written reply, Minister
of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol said that
during the | More on P6




9 To place an advertisement

CALL +91-194 2502327

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

KASHMIR OBSERVER

Srinagar | Tuesday | 22-07-2025

Study Models How Malaria Vaccines Can Help
Mitigate Climate-Driven Breaks In Disease Control

Press Trust Of India

study conducted

of extreme weather events.

Malaria -- a mosquito-borne infectious disease
-- is a serious public health concern, with cli-
mate change-driven temperatures and rainfall
creating conditions more conducive for mos-
quitoes to thrive and spread disease, especially

in tropical countries.

Researchers from the US and Madagascar in
Africa said that extreme weather events, such
as tropical cyclones, can hit public health infra-
structure and limit people's access to malaria

in Madagascar's
households has found that new malar-
ia vaccines -- offering protection up to
10 months -- could help mitigate dis-
ruptions to disease control measures because

prevention and treatment -- this can increase
infection risk, especially in high-burden re-
gions where continuity of care and disease

control is critical.

remain scarce, they said.

treme weather events.

However, despite concerns, data on how cli-
mate-related disruptions affect malaria control

The study, published in the journal Science,
analysed 20,718 observations of malaria in-
fection -- collected from 500 households in
the African country -- before and after cy-
clones Batsirai (2022) and Freddy (2023) to
understand how well various malaria inter-
ventions performed under the strain of ex-

"In the aftermath, infection rates by the mos-
quito-vectored parasite increased to 10 per
cent for school-aged children within three
months as mosquito and malaria control activi-

the team said.

ties were interrupted,” the authors wrote.

Brief, under-a-month-long breaks in ma-
laria control activities, such as use of pre-
ventive medications, resulted in "rapid re-
bounds in infection” -- up to half of school
children and over a third of younger ones
were infected in high-transmission areas,

Modelling strategies that may mitigate these
effects in the aftermath of cyclones, the au-
thors found that the recently introduced,
WHO-recommended malaria
'RTS,S" and 'R21" -- could significantly reduce
infection rates and help in sustaining disease
control measures during breaks caused by ex-
treme weather conditions.

A vaccine coverage of 70 per cent in the popu-
lation was related with a 42-52 per cent reduc-
tion in infections, the models showed.

vaccines --

Given the figures reported by the country for
routine childhood immunisation programmes,
70 per cent coverage in the population is plau-
sible, the authors said.

They wrote, "When 70 per cent of the tar-
geted population has completed the full
course for a vaccine with effectiveness of 61
to 74 per cent (reported for the R21 vaccine
in phase 3 trials) before the disruptive event,
a 42.7 to 51.8 per cent reduction in the ex-
pected proportion of symptomatic infections
is expected."”

However, the team also noted that vaccines
alone are not enough to arrest disease spread
and that layered strategies "combining vac-
cines, drug-based prevention, and traditional
tools like bed nets are essential, especially in
high-transmission areas where malaria re-
mains persistent”.

Children Exposed To Heat Wave Worldwide May
Lose Up To 1.5 Years Of Schooling: Report

Press Trust Of India

hildren exposed early to ex-
treme heat may lose up to 1.5
years of schooling with climate
change having a direct impact
on education and threatening to undo
educational gains of recent decades,
according to a new global report.
Climate related stressors such as heat,
wildfires, storms, floods, droughts,
diseases and rising sea levels, affect
education outcomes. Most low and
middle-income countries are expe-
riencing climate-related school clo-
sures every year, increasing chances
of learning loss and dropout, it noted.
The report compiled by UNESCO's
Global Education Monitoring (GEM)
team, Monitoring and Evaluating Cli-
mate Communication and Education
(MECCE) project and University of
Saskatchewan in Canada has point-
ed out over that the past 20 years,
schools were closed in at least 75 per
cent of the extreme weather events,
impacting five million people or more.
Exposure to heat has significant det-
rimental effects on children's educa-
tional outcomes. An analysis linking
census and climate data in 29 coun-
tries between 1969 and 2012 showed
that exposure to higher than average
temperatures during the prenatal and
early life period is associated with
fewer years of schooling, especially in
Southeast Asia.
"A child experiencing temperatures
that are two standard deviations above
average is predicted to attain 1.5 fewer
years of schooling than children expe-
riencing average temperatures. High
temperatures reduced high-stakes
test performance in China and led to
reductions in both high school gradu-
ation and college entrance rates,” the
report said.
"In the United States, without air con-
ditioning, a school year hotter by 1
degrees Celsius reduced test scores by

V4
1

-

1 pc. Very hot school days dispropor-
tionately impacted African American
and Hispanic students, due to poor
infrastructure conditions, accounting
for roughly 5 per cent of the racial
achievement gap," it added.

The report noted that about half of
public school districts need to update
or replace multiple heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning systems.

"In the most disadvantaged munici-
palities in Brazil, which were also
amongst those most exposed to heat
risk, students lost about 1 per cent of
learning per year due to rising tem-
peratures,” it said.

The global report flagged that climate-
induced education vulnerability is
worse for marginalised populations.
Of the 10 countries most affected by
extreme weather events in 2019, eight
were low- or lower-middle-income
countries.

Of the 33 countries identified as
bearing extremely high climate risks
for children, where nearly 1 billion
people live, 29 are also considered to
be fragile states. In the United States,

those with low income or without a
secondary school certificate are 15
per cent more likely to live in areas
with the highest projected increases
in childhood asthma diagnoses due to
climate-driven increases in particu-
late air pollution.

"School districts in the United States
that received federal disaster recov-
ery funds had higher proportions of
students from socially vulnerable
groups,” the report said.

The team flagged that increasingly
frequent natural disasters, including
floods and cyclones, have led to the
deaths of students and teachers and
have damaged and destroyed schools.
"Following the 2013 floods in Jakar-
ta, access to schools was disrupted,
schools were used as emergency shel-
ters and some schools closed because
of damage. Among schools surveyed,
81 per cent of those with disaster
management plans and a standard
operating procedure for dealing with
flood emergencies agreed that these
were effective in times of crisis,” it
said.

Laila Bano

W/o Farooq Ahmad Bhat

R/0 Chayera Gune Tehsil Magam
District Budgam Kmr

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly mentioned in Aadhar records as
Lalee Bano, which is incorrect and my actual name shall be
read and construed as Laila Bano Now | have applied for the
correction of the same if anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file them in the concerned office within
seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.

FKO

PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Ghulam Qadir Lone S/o0 Ab. Gani Lone, R/o Buran Zangam-A,
have applied for the issuance of a "D Class" Contractor Card. If
anybody has any objection in this regard, he/she may file the
same in the Deputy Commissioner's Office, Baramulla, within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After
that, no objections shall be entertained.

Sd/-
Ghulam Qadir Lone

fko

Fiza Jan D/0 Rubeena Bano
R/0 Kawoosa Khalisa

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 12th pass Character Certficate issued by Govt
Girls High Secondary school Narbal . Now | have applied for
the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file them in the concerned office within
seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.

entertained.
Shakeela Bano

FKO
R/oPalhallan

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly recorded in my Aadhaar card as
Shakeela Begum, whereas my correct name is Shakeela Bano.
| have now applied for the correction of the same.

If anybody has any objection in this regard, he/she may file it
in the concerned office within seven (7) days from the date
of publication of this notice. After that, no objection shall be

C/o Late Tarig Ahmad Bhat

fko

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE
1ST CLASS ZAINGEER BOMAI
No: 233/B&D/T2/2025 Date: 21/07/25

Subject: Issuance of registration order in respect of delayed
Birth & Death
Public Notice

This office has received a written application from Shamali
Begum W/0 Abdul Rehman R/0 Gund Brath, Tehsil Zaingeer for
issuance of Birth & Death certificate in favour of His husband
Namely Abdul Rahman War who died on 9/11/1994 and as per
document evidence produced by the applicant.
In this regard, if anyone has any objection, he/she may file the
same before the undersigned within 07 days.
After that, no objection whatsoever will be entertained by this
office.

Naib Tehsildar
Executive Magistrate

Bomai

fko

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE
1ST CLASS ZAINGEER BOMAI
No: 233/B&D/T2/2025 Date: 21/07/25

Subject: Issuance of registration order in respect of delayed
Birth & Death
Public Notice

This office has received a written application from
Gulshana Akhter D/0 Ab Gaffar Khoru R/0 Gund Brath ,
Tehsil Zaingeer for issuance of Birth-& Death certificate in
favour of His SELF who was bornon 17/01/1984 and as per
document evidence produced by the applicant.
In this regard, if anyone has any objection, he/she may file
the same before the undersigned within 07 days.
After that, no objection whatsoever will be entertained by
this office.

Naib Tehsildar

fko Executive Magistrate

Bomai

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR
KALANTRA/KREERI

Sub: Application of Bmsha Qayoom W/0 Zubair Hamid Sofi
R/o Kreeri for the issuance of ST (SCHEDULE TRIBE Gujjar and
Bakerwal) in favour of "self"

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted the file
in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST. In this connection,
a report of Patwari Halga concerned has been sought which reveals
that the applicant is currently residing in village Kreeri and belongs to
the Bhat Caste and Gojer Community. The details of the family of the
applicant are as follows:

S .Name of In-Relation withAge |Occupation Annual
No |dividual Applicant Income
1 |Ab  HamidFather-in-law|60 [Retired Em-|
Sofi ployee
2 |Rafeeqa Ha-Mother-in-60 |Retired Em-145,678
mid law ployee
3 [Zubair Ha-Husband 35 Private Em-
mid
4 Bmsha Qay-Self 30 |Private Em-
oom ployee
5 [Taha Zubair |Son Minor |---
6 |Sonia Sister-in-law 25  [Student

Therefore, through this Public Notice, objections are being sought from
the general public. If any person has any objection, he/she can submit
their objections in the office of the undersigned within 07 days (Seven
days) positively from the date the notice has been published.
No objection shall be entertained after the stipulated time period.

Sd/-

fko Naib Tehsildar

Form No 3
[See Regulation -13(1)(a)

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

CHANDIGARH (DRT)
2nd Floor SCO 33-34-35

Sector-17 A, Chandigarh
Case No. TA/170/2023
Summons under Sub Section (4) of Section 19 of the Act, read
with sub rule (2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal
(Procedure)Rules,1993
Exh.No: 27892
BANK OF BARODA
VS
MOHAMMAD ASHRAF FARASH
To.
(1) Mohammad Ashraf Farash
S/o: Ab. Gafar Farash
R/o: Near Haji Masjid Maisuma, Budshah Chowk Srinagar
Kashmir Prop. M/S M.A Enterprises
Srinagar/Jammu and Kashmir
TariqAhmed Changal
S/o0: Mohd Amien Changal
R/o: Azad Basti Budshahnagar Natipora
Sirnagar Kashmir

(2)

SUMMONS
Whereas , TA/270/2023 was listed before Hon’ble Presiding
Officer/ Registrar on 22.04.2025
Whereas this Hon’ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons /
notice on the said application under section 19(4) of the Act,
(OA) filed against you for recovery of debts of Rs 2870884/-
(application along with copies of documents etc, annexed).
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act,
you. the defendants are directed as under:-
() to show cause within thirty days of the service of
summons as to why relief prayed for should not be granted;
(ii) to disclose particulars of properties or assets other than
properties and assets specified by the applicant under serial
number 3 A of the original application;
(iii) you are restrained from dealing with or disposing of
secured assets or such other assets and properties disclosed
under serial number 3A of the original application, pending
hearing and disposal of the application for attachment of
properties;
(iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise,
except in the ordinary course of his business any of the assets
over which security interest is created and/ or other assets and
properties specified or disclosed under serial number 3A of
the original application without the prior approval of the
Tribunal;
(v) you shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds
realised by sale of secured assets or other assets and
properties in the ordinary course of business and deposit such
sale proceeds in the account maintained with the bank or
financial institutions holding security interest over such
assets.

You are also directed to file the written statement with a
copy thereof furnished to the applicant and to appear before
Registrar on 21.08.2025 at 10:30 A.M. failing which the
application shall be heard and decided in your absence
Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this date :
24.04.2025

Signature of the Officer Authorised to issue
summons
Note: Strike out whichever is not applicable

PUBLICNOTICE

It is hereby notified that I, Mohammad Aslam Shah, father
of Ayman Aslam Shah (Student of Class 2nd D, Roll No. 05,
Registration No. 6758) studying at Presentation Convent Hr.
Sec. School, Rajbagh, Srinagar, have applied for the correction
of the mother’s name in the school records.

The current entry in the school records shows the mother's
name as Zahida. The correct name is Zahida Rashid.

Any objections to this correction, if any, may be communicated
to the concerned school authority within 7 days from the date
of this notice.

Mohammad Aslam Shah
F/0 Ayman Aslam Shah
R/0 Gulshan Abad, Mehjoor Nagar, Srinagar

Contact: 7006461215 inf

Lost of Demand Draft

I, Nighat Jan, D/o Abdul Hamid Bhat, R/o Hanifa Masjid
Sherief, Natipora, Srinagar - 190015, have lost my Demand
Draft (DD) bearing DD No: 534019 for an amount of ¥8,575.18,
( Eight Thousand Five Hundred Seventy Five & Eighteen paisa
Only) issued by IndusInd Bank, Saraf Kadal Branch, Srinagar.If
anyone has any objection regarding the issuance of a duplicate
Demand Draft, they may file the same with the concerned
branch office within 3 days from the date of this notice. No
objections will be entertained after this period.

Media Line Ads R N:- 75|

LOST OF CERTIFICATE
| Adil Hussain Mir S/o Gh Hassan Mir have lost my
Degree Certificate of Bachelor of Arts (B.A) having
Reg. No:- 65013-ang-2011 Session 2011 jan-2014,
Regular mode, Division 2nd Somewhere. Now | have
to apply for duplicate one at University Of Kashmir. If
anybody is having any objection he/she may file the
same to the Concerned Department of University of
Kashmir within a weeks time after that no objection will
be entertained.

Mdia Line Ads

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
NEW CAMPUS,BEMINA,SRINAGAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
| have passed/appeared in SSE/HSE-I/HSE-Il (Class 10" under Roll No:
821229 Session: Annual Year:- 2001 through the Jammu & Kashmir Board
of School Education. The error has been committed by myself(the
candidate) against my Surname/Caste as Lone instead of Wani.

Now | have applied for correction in The Jammu & Kashmir Board of School
Education, New Campus, Bemina, Srinagar. If any person has any objection in
this_regard may file the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary,
Certificates Kashmir Division within seven days from the date of publication of
this notice, after their expiry of said period, no objection will be entertained.
This is published for the information of the general public.

The correct particulars be recorded as under:

Name:- Tasleem Arif Wani

Father's Name:-  Ali Mohmad Wani

Mother's Name:-  Mughli

Date of Birth:- 7-2-1985

Residence:- Danger pora, Malla Bagh, Hazratbal, Srinagar
Mobile No.:- 7006149123

Media Line Ads
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SKUAST-K Launches
Capacity-Building

Training For

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural
Sciences & Technology
of Kashmir (SKUAST-K)
Monday inaugurated a
comprehensive capacity-
building program for the
Chief Executive Officers,
Chairmen, and Board
of Directors of Farmer
Producer Organisations
(FPOs) operating in the
Kashmir division. This
vital initiative, part of
the HADP Project 20: ‘In-
novative Extension Ap-
proaches for Promoting
Agriculture in J&K’, is be-
ing conducted in collabo-
ration with the National
Institute of Agricultural
Extension Management
(MANAGE), Hyderabad.
The inaugural func-
tion, held at the Registrar
Meeting Hall Shalimar
campus, saw the enthusi-
astic participation of FPO
leaders poised to drive ag-
ricultural transformation
in Jammu & Kashmir. Prof
Masood Saleem Mir, Asso-
ciate Director and Princi-
pal Investigator HADP-20,
provided insights into the
broader objectives of the
project and its anticipated
impact on the agricultural
landscape, while extend-
ing a warm welcome to the
attendees and emphasis-
ing the critical role of well-

FPO Leaders

and fostering sustainable
agricultural practices.
This intensive pro-
gram, with each batch
running for one week, is
the first of two batches,
with 35 participants in
each batch, designed to
equip FPO leaders with
essential knowledge and
skills. The training cur-
riculum, meticulously de-
veloped by SKUAST-K’s
Directorate of Research
and the Department of
Agriculture Production,
Kashmir, in collaboration
with MANAGE, Hyder-
abad, covers a wide array
of topics crucial for effec-
tive FPO management and
business sustainability.
Day one of the train-
ing, led by Sushant
Kulkarni, Company Secre-
tary, focused on the legal
and compliance aspects of
FPOs. Participants delved
into topics such as the reg-
istration of FPOs under
Company Law 2019 versus
the Self Reliant Coopera-
tive Act 1999, the drafting
of Articles of Association
(AoA) and Memorandum
of Association (MoA), and
the process of identifying
promoters and directors.
Crucially, the session ad-
dressed the roles and re-
sponsibilities of directors,
share issuance, share-
holder rights, and the in-
tricacies of Annual Gen-
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"Let Her Be Song™:
Danish Renzu Pays Tribute To

Kashmir With A Musical Ode

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: In the winding alleys of
Nowhatta, cameras are quietly cap-
turing a different Kashmir. One not
of conflict, but of connection. One not
of grief, but of grace. Acclaimed film-
maker Danish Renzu, whose cinemat-

managed FPOs in enhanc-
ing farmers' livelihoods

eral Meetings and quorum

requirements.

Training For Internal Assessors

Begins At IMPA Srinagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A three-
day training programme
for Internal Assessors-
cum-Service Providers
(IA cum SPT) under the
National Quality Assur-
ance Standards (NQAS)
commenced today at the
Institute of Management
& Public Administration
(IMPA), Srinagar.

The training will
continue until July 23,
2025, and is being con-

the National Health Sys-
tems Resource Centre
(NHSRC), Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India.
The inaugural session
was inaugurated by Bas-
eer ul Haq Chaudhary,
Mission Director, NHM
J&K, in presence of Dr.
Bakshi Jehangir, Director
Health Services Kashmir.
Dr. Vineeta
Dhankhar, Consultant,
Quality Promotion and
Standards (QPS) Division,

ic journey has taken him from Holly-
wood to the Himalayas, is back in the
Kashmir Valley—this time, to tell a
story of love, longing, and a home that
breathes through silence.

Titled Mouj Kashir—literally,
"Mother Kashmir"—his latest music
video is currently being shot in the
heart of Srinagar. With the city as both
canvas and character, Renzu’s new
project dares to challenge the long-
worn narrative of Kashmir as merely
aland of tragedy.

“My latest music video seeks to
challenge the tired tropes of violence
and victimhood by spotlighting the emo-
tional heart of Kashmir,” Renzu said.

Backed by his independent label,
Renzu Music, the video began filming
on Sunday in Nowhatta and will con-
tinue across various iconic locations
in Srinagar.

Filmmaker Danish Renzu’s latest
project, Mouj Kashir, tells a story that
is at once intimate and expansive—a

ducted by the National
Health Mission (NHM),
J&K, in partnership with

NHSRC, MoH&FW is the
chief resource person for

the training.

visual ballad about return, loss, and
rediscovery. At the heart of the video
lies the journey of a Kashmiri man

who comes back to his homeland af-
ter ten long years, only to find that
his mother is no more. What he finds
instead is something deeper—the land
itself stepping into the role of the lost
mother, offering silent comfort, resil-
ience, and a sense of belonging.

“The idea is not to drape Kashmir
in grief,” Renzu explains. “But to let
it sing with the strength of those who
stay, and those who return.”

Renzu, whose work includes the
Oscar-shortlisted The Illegal and criti-
cally acclaimed films like Half Widow
and The Good News, has long focused
on stories of separation and survival.
Yet, with Mouj Kashir, he turns the

lens inward—toward a place that re-
mains central to his artistic compass.

“I don’t want Kashmir to be re-
duced to either beauty or suffering,”
he says. “Iwant it to breathe on screen,
to speak through its people, its silence,
its music.”

Having helmed nearly 50 music
videos in the last few years, Renzu
calls this one different. Not just a
project—it’s a return to the roots. A
cinematic tribute to a homeland that
continues to live within every dis-
placed Kashmiri.

“This is not just my homecom-
ing,” he reflects. “It’s for every Kash-
miri who has ever left and still carried
the scent of the soil with them.”

Renzu’s return comes at a time
when local voices are seeking space
beyond the shadow of sensationalism.
Through Renzu Music, he aims to em-
power Kashmiri artists, composers,
and lyricists, and create stories that
resonate globally—without erasing
the local pulse.

“Frankly, we are done with the
gun-and-grief lens. It’s time the world
sees the poetry in our people,” he says.

As shooting continues and the
Valley watches with curiosity,
Mouj Kashir promises to be more
than just a music video—it is a cin-
ematic balm, and perhaps, a bold
first note in a new symphony of sto-
rytelling from Kashmir.

Srinagar Weaver Selected For
National Handloom Award 2024

Agencies

Srinagar: As a proud mo-
ment for Kashmir’s arti-
san community, Bashir
Ahmad Ganie, a skilled
weaver from Srinagar,
has been selected for
the National Handloom
Award 2024 for his excep-
tional craftsmanship in
Kani shawl weaving.
According to the de-
tails, his name figures
among 19 national award-
ees from across the coun-
try in the official list re-
leased by the Ministry of
Textiles. The award will
be presented by the Presi-
dent of India on August 7,
2025, during the 11th Na-
tional Handloom Day cel-
ebrations at Bharat Man-
dapam, New Delhi.

The National Hand-
loom Awards are part of
the Handloom Marketing
Assistance (HMA) compo-
nent under the National
Handloom Development
Programme (NHDP). They
aim to recognise and en-
courage exemplary talent
in the sector and promote
traditional weaving prac-
tices across India.

Bashir Ahmad Ganie,
known for his mastery in
Kani shawl weaving, has
upheld the centuries-old
Kashmiri handloom tradi-
tion through intricate and
labour-intensive designs
that reflect both heritage
and innovation.

Meanwhile, the event
will also be attended by
Union Minister of Tex-
tiles, Giriraj Singh, along
with MPs, designers, in-

dustry leaders, officials,
and over 500 weavers from
across the country.

It is worth mention-
ing, Kani shawl, originat-
ing from the Kanihama
area of Kashmir, is woven
using small wooden sticks
called kanis instead of the
traditional shuttle. Each
design is based on a cod-
ed pattern called Talim,
which guides the artisan
in creating complex and
colourful motifs.

The Kani weaving is
considered one of the most
time-consuming forms of
handloom craftsmanship,
often taking months to
complete a single shawl.
It is a symbol of Kashmir’s
rich cultural legacy and
has received a Geographi-
cal Indication (GI) tag for
its authenticity—(KNO)

Fire Incidents Render Several
Families Homeless In 24 Hours

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A wave of fire
incidents across Srinagar
in the last 24 hours has left
several families homeless,
as the blazes damaged
residential structures in
Nawa Kadal, Rajbagh,
Golden Lake of Dal Lake
and Safa Kadal Srinagar.

As per the details col-
lected by KNO, in Nawa
Kadal, three houses were
reduced to ashes in an over-
night fire, rendering multi-
ple families shelterless.

Bilal Ahmed, a local
from the area, describing
the horrors of the night,
shared they could not save
anything. “Just the clothes
we were wearing have been

with us,” said Bilal, adding
that everything, including
documents, memories, all
got burned in front of their
eyes and became ashes.
Earlier on Sunday
night, two houses in Ra-
jbagh Srinagar were dam-
aged in a similar fire inci-
dent. The locals from the
area also shared details as
they heard a few blasts.
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PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155
CAPD:18001807011

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

X

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

Jh

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open))
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

PRAYERS

»
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HLURI ZUHR
CALENDAR | AsR

26 Muharram Magrib
1447 s

This Day In History

3:54
12:37
5:34
7:43
9:19

1456 - Battle at Nandorfehervar (Belgrade):
Hungarian army under Janos Hunyadi beats Sultan
Murad Il
1691 - Battle at Aghrim: English/Dutch army beats
France

1731 - Spain signs Treaty of Vienna

1739 - Ottoman Empire defeats Austria at Crocyka
(Krotzka) in Serbia & subsequently successfully laid
seige to Belgrade

1793 - Alexander Mackenzie reaches the Pacific
Ocean, becoming the first Euro-American to
complete a transcontinental crossing of Canada.
1864 - Battle of Atlanta-Hood attacks Sherman,
8,449 Confederate and 3,641 US soldiers die

1942 - 4th Soviet army forms with 80 tanks

Syrian)

1946 - Militant Zionist organisation Irgun bombs the
British administrative headquarters for Palestine
in the southern wing of the King David Hotel in
Jerusalem, killing 91 people of various nationalities
and injuring 46.
1955 - Richard Nixon becomes the first US Vice
President to preside over a cabinet meeting
1963 - Sarawak achieves independence from British
colonial rule
1969 - USSR launches Sputnik 50 & Molniya 1-12
communications satellite
1971 - Sudanese military counter-coup under
premier Numeiry
1987 - Soyuz TM-3 launched with 3 cosmonauts (1

1987 - US began escorting re-flagged Kuwaiti
tankers in Persian Gulf

1988 -500 US scientists pledge toboycott Pentagon
germ-warfare research

1992 - Soyuz TM-15 launches

1993 - Soyuz TM-17 lands

1994 - 23rd & last part of Comet Shoemaker-Levy
hit Jupiter (since July 16th)

1995 - Space shuttle STS-70 (Discovery 20), lands
1997 - The second Blue Water Bridge opens between
Port Huron, Michigan and Sarnia, Ontario.

2002 - Israel assassinates Salah Shahade, the
Commander-in-Chief of Hamas's military arm,
the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, along with 14
civilians.

From KO Archives

Turned Down VP's Post
For NC's Sake: Farooq

Observer News Service

ence, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, today disclosed that to

ensure the victory of his party in the coming elec-

tions he had turned down the offer of becoming the
vice-president of the country.

Addressing a public function in Hazratbal, Dr. Abdul-
lah said that cross border efforts were on resolve the issue
“though the peace process was temporarily stalled because
of the recent events in Pakistan.”

He said that everyone would have to extend co-oper-
ation to strengthen the peace process to restore peace in
the state.

“I was offered the post of the vice-president of the coun-
try, but I turned it down because I want to strengthen my
party and see it victorious in the coming elections,” he said.

He said that the offer had been made by the central
government when he was in Delhi, but during consultation
with his party colleagues on his return he was advised that
the party needed him in the forthcoming elections

“My colleagues told me that in the 2002 election I had
stayed away from the party and the state because of presi-
dential aspirations, and that had contributed to the NC’s
defeat,” he said.

He said that the NC had not taken any decision so far in
joining the emerging Third Front at the Centre. “The final
decision will be taken by the executive committee which is
meeting on July 17,” he said. Criticising the coalition gov-
ernment on the law and order situation, Dr. Abdullah said
that all sorts of slogans were being used to fool the public
while no attention was being paid to development and the
multitude of issues facing the people.

S RINAGAR- The chief patron of the National Confer-

(Kashmir Observer, 22 July, 2007)
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| Re-invent Public
Education System

cross the Valley, government school buildings

are standing but the system is collapsing. The

latest data paints a grim picture of disillusion-

ment with Kashmir’s public education sector.
And it’s not just about the numbers. It’'s about what they
signal: a growing vote of no confidence by students, par-
ents, and even teachers themselves.

Nearly 119 government schools now have zero stu-
dents. And yet, more than 200 teachers continue to draw
salaries in these ghost institutions. Dropout rates at
the secondary level are soaring. Even in schools that
remain open, classrooms are half-empty, learning out-
comes are falling, and trust has all but vanished.

The reasons are both systemic and social. Infrastruc-
ture gaps persist despite years of central schemes and big
promises. Thousands of schools lack science labs, librar-
ies, electricity, or clean toilets. In many rural schools,
even a subject teacher is a luxury. Unsurprisingly, over
50% of Class 8 students in government schools cannot
read a Class 2-level text, as per the latest ASER report.
Only 63% can recognize two-digit numbers.

But perhaps the most tragic dimension is this: teach-
ers themselves are opting out of the system they serve.
Many government school educators quietly admit their
own children study in private schools because they
know what’s broken inside.

That is the crisis situation. To fix this, we don’t need
more slogans. We need political will and honest account-
ability. First, attendance systems for both students and
teachers must be made foolproof via biometrics and pub-
lic dashboards. Second, teaching must shift from rote to
activity-based learning. Third, recruitment and training
must be made rigorous and ongoing. Fourth ministers,
bureaucrats, principals must lead by example: send your
children to public schools. If you won’t, why should any-
one else?

At the same time, the crisis goes beyond the declining
student admissions and attendance. The ongoing techno-
logical disruption is transforming the concept of schools,
schooling, and education as a whole. And this is true
for both government and private schools. What is being
taught at schools is now available for learning on comput-
ers and phones. So, to stay relevant, the schools need to
reinvent themselves and become more and more activity-
centric. The students should learn by doing than by sim-
ply listening to theoretical lectures. Sooner the schools
make these reforms, better it is for their survival.

Most importantly, we must remember that a public
education system isn’t just a service, it’s a social contract.
When that contract breaks, as it is breaking in Kashmir,
we risk creating a society where opportunity is inherited,
not earned.

Learn or Lose

For Kashmiri youth, awareness is
the only defense.

Irshad Mushtaq

oung Kashmiris are under pressure from drugs, de-

ceit, and despair. Many retreat, some fight, but most

drift. What’s missing isn’t potential. It’s preparation.

Education changes that. But it’s not about de-

grees, it’s about diligence. It's about knowing how systems

work, spotting a scam, filing a complaint, and saying no, with
facts, not fear.

Today, legal spats choke courts. Tiny disputes spiral.

Trust has thinned. In this noise, tools like RTI and JK Samad-
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Then What?

Generations raised on a noble school slogan now face a harsh
question: what were they really prepared to serve or change?

Igbal Mehraj

or years, schools in Kashmir welcomed

children with a promise painted above

the gates: Enter to learn, leave to serve.

The slogan was meant to inspire,

and imbue purpose. But it hangs heavier now,
like a faded oath.

Many students don’t leave to serve. Some
linger in waiting rooms of bureaucracy, scores
vanish into silence, and others wander from one
exam to the next, hoping something will click.
The failure of that promise isn’t hard to trace.

It begins in the classroom, the first place in
Kashmir where dreams often start to shrink.

From early school years to university cor-
ridors, students are nudged into a single lane.
They’re mostly taught there is one respectable
destination: the government job - Medicine, En-
gineering, or Civil Services. Anything else is
seen as a compromise.

It has already become an inheritance: what one
generation believed, the next is expected to follow.

Ask a parent what they hope their child be-
comes, and the answer is likely scripted. Ask
the student, and it will mirror that hope, be-
cause no other possibility was offered.

Careers in art, writing, coding, design,
craft, or entrepreneurship are still treated as
last options. Real jobs are salaried and secure.
That is the measure.

This mindset, repeated across households
and classrooms, has created a generation strand-
ed in between: overeducated for work that no lon-
ger exists in its traditional form, underprepared
for the work today’s world demands.

Thousands of Kashmiri graduates sit at
home, clutching degrees like passports to coun-
tries that never arrived. The system promised
mobility, but delivered a loop.

And that system wasn’t broken by students.

For years, the valley’s academic mod-
el has been built on repetition. Teachers,
schools, and universities upheld a narrow
definition of excellence.

Rote learning, exam scores, classroom obe-
dience were rewarded. Curiosity, deviation, or
slowness were treated as faults.

A student who thought too long before an-
swering was dismissed. One who asked too
many questions was labeled a distraction.

Average students were warned of their fate:
“You’ll end up a kallbaaf.”

It was said with contempt, the implication
being that weaving carpets, one of Kashmir’s
oldest and most intricate crafts, was something
to be ashamed of.

Few teachers mentioned that those very
carpets once brought global acclaim to the val-
ley. That artisans, often unlettered, created
pieces that ended up in royal palaces and global
showrooms.

Inside our own schools, the legacy of Kash-
mir Arts was erased.

A big part of the problem lies in who’s teaching.

For many, teaching in Kashmir became a
profession of default. It wasn’t a calling. It was
what followed when nothing else did.

The lack of conviction shows. Teachers
who arrived by accident rarely carry the fire
to guide. Many weren’t trained beyond basic
pedagogy. They didn’t know how to nurture po-
tential that didn’t fit into neat categories.

When educators lack vision, they cannot of-
fer any.

The result is a culture that favours speed

There are teachers in Kashmir who push
beyond these limits. They question the script.
They make space for ideas. They teach not just
for exams, but for life. These are the rare ones.
They don’t just teach subjects. They teach pos-
sibility. But they are exceptions.

If the valley wants a future that looks dif-
ferent, it has to begin by auditing its academ-
ic ecosystem.

We need an audit of impact. Are students
being introduced to new tools, new careers,
new definitions of success?

Are they taught that a career in coding,
craft, climate science, media, music, or Al is
just as noble, and perhaps more relevant, as
one behind a government desk?

We also need to restore dignity to the hands
that work. Farming, weaving, fixing, carving
are not symbols of failure. They are the founda-

“ It’s no longer enough to measure education by
marksheets or attendance registers. We need to ask deeper
questions: What are these students being prepared for? Are they
being equipped to think, build, fail, rise?

and sound over thought.

Kashmiri classrooms still reward the fast-
est speakers, the loudest answerers, the best
memorizers.

Those who hesitate, and sit in silence,
are forgotten. They carry their confusion like
weight. They begin to believe they aren’t good
enough for the very world that never made
space for their type of intelligence.

Meanwhile, the world outside is moving.
Al is rewriting industries. The internet has
turned the planet into one sprawling, border-
less campus. But inside many classrooms in
Kashmir, nothing has changed.

The methods are old, the syllabi older, and
the aspirations handed to students even older
than that.

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam once said we must
“catch them young.” But what happens when
those catching them don’t recognize their light?

It’s no longer enough to measure educa-
tion by marksheets or attendance registers. We
need to ask deeper questions: What are these
students being prepared for? Are they being
equipped to think, build, fail, rise?

Or are they simply being prepared to wait,
for results, job lists, and calls that never come?

tions of Kashmir’s cultural identity.

We need to teach our children that there is
power in skill, and pride in precision.

The purpose of education isn’t to produce
sameness. It’s to recognize potential and ex-
pand it.

Kashmiri schools should not be places
where students come to narrow themselves
into socially acceptable careers. They should
be places where young minds unfold.

This change begins with teachers, the
training they receive, the stories they tell, and
the futures they encourage.

We can no longer afford to let our class-
rooms function on autopilot while the world
speeds ahead.

The slogan still hangs at the entrance: En-
ter to learn, leave to serve. It is worth asking:
serve what? And serve how?

Until those answers change, the exits will
keep looking like dead ends.

The author, a “proud son” of a Kashmiri
skillman, runs his own business unit in
Srinagar. Views expressed in this article are
author's own and don't necessarily reflect KO's
editorial policy.
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Doesn't Rural Kashmir Have a Right to Health?

han lie unused. The reason is no one taught them how.

Without knowledge, youth get played by bosses, brokers, even
by buddies. With it, they stay sharp, alert, and unshaken.

Education builds more than skill. It builds spine, emo-
tional strength, clarity, and the power to walk away from
chaos without collapsing.

The crisis is silent but deep. Gaming isn’t just fun, it’s
escape. Drugs don’t start with thrill, they start with stress,
isolation and shame.

To fix it, start early, and teach rights like we teach road
rules. Make school less about marks, more about meaning.
Show them the system, then show them how to work it.

Kashmir doesn’t need another scheme. It needs youth
who know their worth, and won’t sell it cheap.

Give them that, or watch them fall, as learning isn’t op-
tional for Kashmir. It’s survival.

The author is a Srinagar-based
reputed financial advisor.

n the morning of July 21,

2025, 1 felt too sick to sit

up. Hours of vomiting,

diarrhea, and sharp stom-
ach pain had left me drained. My
mother insisted we get some medi-
cal help. So, we went to Sub-District
Hospital Tral, hoping it would be a
place of healing.

We weren’t prepared for what
followed.

Outside the hospital, the park-
ing lot was chaos. Inside, lines
stretched endlessly through the
corridors. The ticket counter was
swarming with people. I could bare-
ly stand, but there was no arrange-
ment for emergencies. My mother
moved between counters, trying to

get me registered while also sup-
porting my collapsing body.

Eventually, we reached a doctor.
He didn’t ask questions or examine
me closely. He asked us to get an
admission file, as if urgency didn’t
matter. The process dragged on. My
mother pleaded for help. I was too
weak to speak.

The doctor finally recommended
admission, but when we looked for
a bed, there was nothing. Patients
were doubled up on single beds.
Some lay on the floor. Others waited,
eyes scanning the hallways for some-
one to notice.

We left, and went to a nearby pri-
vate clinic. It turned us away due to
paucity of space. So we drove to the

Primary Health Centre in Haripari-
gam. I drove the car myself, holding
my stomach. The centre was open,
but no doctor was on duty. The staff
had no idea what to do. I waited in
the car while my mother ran to a
pharmacy to get medicines.

This was not a natural disaster
or a war zone. This was a normal
day in rural Kashmir. If I, someone
with access to transport and un-
derstanding of the system, couldn’t
find basic care, what happens to
those without either?

Tral Hospital serves a large
population, yet is always over-
whelmed. Village health centres
barely function. Doctors are miss-
ing. Beds are few. Even basic dig-

nity feels out of reach.

We talk a lot about rights in
this country: the right to life, and
the right to health. But those prom-
ises fade quickly when your hospital
can’t admit you, and your village
clinic is empty.

This is more than my personal or-
deal. It’s a sign of a larger failure, one
we Kkeep ignoring. The cracks in our
system are not small anymore. They
are wide enough to swallow lives.

If we want to stop that from hap-
pening, we need to act now.

Sincerely,
Dawood Amin Bhat
Advocate/ Lecturer
Pulwama.
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Grace in Grief

In the valley where silence sinks deeper than time, a young woman
disappears into herself, and finds a voice on the page.

Kabra Altaf

She was the type of girl who didn’t
look away from truth.

Even when it trembled in her
throat and emptied rooms, she car-
ried it like something sacred. Some-
thing that might keep her honest,
even if it couldn't keep her safe.
Truth was how she stayed upright. It
shaped her spine.

At home, school, and crowded
lanes, she moved with a grace that
masks exhaustion and comes from
years of holding yourself together.
She smiled at the right times, apolo-
gized quickly, and asked for little.

Her tribe in Kashmir grow up with
this unspoken script: Be good, kind,
and careful. She followed it like a
second language. She believed that
if she did things right, if she stayed
spirited and strong, life would un-
fold gently.

Then came the season.

The ground beneath her shifted.
People vanished. Familiar rhythms
lost their meaning.

She didn't fall apart, she faded.

Words stopped coming, and
thought became fog. She drifted
through her own life like a stranger
in borrowed clothes.

Beyond signature sadness, it was
something emptier, like waking in
a house stripped of furniture, like
standing in a mirror that no longer
reflects.

In her homeland, seasons take
over, like her own season of grief.

Spring slips in like rumour. Sum-
mer lingers like ache. Autumn sheds
without apology. Winter comes to
stay.

We don't greet seasons here, we
prepare for them like they’re trials.

In July, we dry tomatoes like
we're hoarding time. By September,
woolens come out of trunks like
old instincts. By November, the val-
ley braces, for absence. Taps freeze,
roads vanish, and warmth becomes
memory.

We burn kangris in winter, their
heat close, their bite closer. The poor
sit with nothing but fire between
their hunger and the cold. Some car-
ry warmth in their arms. Others only
carry through.

This is how we survive with habit.
We carry centuries in our bones, and
wear pain under pherans stitched
with patience. We don't speak of

wounds, we function around them.

She was one of us.

She believed if she stayed good,
things would stay steady. That’s how
we're raised, hopeful, even when the
valley teaches us otherwise. When
everything fell apart, she didn't ask
for help. She didn’t know how.

Instead, she turned inward.

She stood in fogged-up rooms, and
sat through days that blurred. Her
ribs ached from holding back what
couldn’t be spoken. She smiled at
neighbours, passed exams, and ate
what she could.

And still, she stood, and began to
write.

At first, her words were scattered,
notes left behind like footprints on
snow. There were no poems, only

pieces. But those pieces carried heat,
a language returning.

“With burned hands, I still hold
the kangri,” she wrote. “With bro-
ken ribs, I still smile. With a broken
heart, I still hope.

With a broken hand, I still write
my soul.”

This was a girl picking up what the

season left behind.

Grief hides in daily things in Kash-
mir.

It lives in the way we salt veg-
etables, stack firewood, light stoves
before dawn. It hides in prayers
stitched into old quilts, in the smell
of damp wool, in radio songs crack-
ling through power cuts.

The world doesn’t ask about this.
It moves on, but some of us don’t.
We write, slowly, painfully, with fin-
gers stiff from cold, with voices that
first return as whispers. We don’t
want applause, and pity. We want to
breathe again.

We want to feel the words move
through us, like thaw, like the first
drop from a melting icicle.

She didn’t disappear to be found.

She went missing inside herself be-
cause the world had nothing left to
offer.

Now, she is returning, and that,
too, is a Kashmiri story.

The authoris a noted sportsperson
of Kashmir. She can be reached at
kabraaltaf55@gmail.com

The Girl on the Bus

This is a story about a sock, a stare, and the wounds society
never counts but everyone carries in Kashmir.

Nusrat Hassan

ting ready for my coaching

class, flipping through notes,
fixing my attire. My socks, as usu-
al, were mismatched.

One had a tear on the side. I
noticed it briefly, shrugged it off.
After all, we'd worn worse dur-
ing winters when snow leaked
through shoes and water froze in
taps. Torn socks felt ordinary.

Until someone laughed.

It came with a smirk and a com-
ment about “poverty parades.” That
sentence, tossed like a pebble, struck
me like a stone. I felt the heat rise in
my cheeks. My eyes dropped to the
floor. I wanted the earth to open.

[ was sixteen, an age when girls
in Kashmir juggle schoolbooks and
entrance forms, when everything
feels fragile, like frost on a window.
One word, one stare, can shatter it.

That night, I couldn't sleep. I
kept thinking: Why did it hurt so
much? It wasn’t the sock. It was the
reminder that people look at your
struggle and call it shame.

Some of us in Kashmir have be-
come skilled at masking pain. We
carry trauma in the marrow of our
bones. We survive on stitched-up
routines: power cuts, political un-
certainty, daily struggles. The num-
bers are always grim.

Youth unemployment hovers
above 18%. According to the Nation-

It was a regular day. I was get-

al Family Health Survey, over 30% of
girls in the valley face anemia. Men-
tal health services are so thin that
one psychiatrist sometimes serves
an entire district. And yet, the pain
that breaks us isn't always found in
statistics.

It's in moments like mine, or hers.

She was on a public bus, maybe
my age. She wore a faded kameez,
the type handed down from cous-
ins. She stared out of the win-
dow, her hand clenched around a
cracked phone. Someone behind
her made a cruel joke about “sec-
ondhand girls.”

She didn’t react, and got off at the
next stop, face tight with something
between shame and rage. No one
said a word. The bus rolled on like
nothing had happened.

[ couldn’t forget her face.

This is what society teaches us:
endure, adjust, don’t speak and
draw attention.

But these little wounds, humili-
ations we shrug off, add up. They
change how a girl sees herself. They
teach her to hide, and make her re-
alise she's alone.

We need to stop calling them
“little” things.

I've seen boys teased for their
stammer, broken sandals, and
the smell of diesel on their hands
after working their father’s auto-
rickshaw. I've seen girls mocked for
walking alone, reading too much,
and wanting to leave the valley for

college.

And all of us, at some point, carry
the ache of being looked down on
for things beyond our control.

Kashmir doesn't need another
campaign on empathy. We need
people who notice the faces that
drop in shame, the shoulders that
sink in public spaces, and the hands
that tremble while counting rupee
coins at a bakery.

Change doesn't always come
with a bill in Parliament. Some-
times it begins when one person
says: “That’s not okay.”

What's small to one person is
devastating to another. And in a
place like Kashmir, where conflict
already eats away at confidence,
these everyday humiliations are a
second wound.

We can't heal by ignoring them.

If we learn to respond with kind-
ness, not pity, and with solidarity,
not silence, then maybe the next
girl on the bus won't have to leave
in tears.

Maybe someone will say, “You're
enough,” and mean it. Maybe
someone will sit next to her.

The torn sock that once made me
feel less now reminds me to feel
more: To listen, speak, and write.

Kashmir has carried pain for de-
cades. But it's time we carry each
other.

The author is an undergraduate
student at GDC Ganderbal.

Abid Hussain Rather

The Silence Between Us

Once, Kashmir celebrated every joy and mourned every loss together. Today, even grief is a private affair.

.

Privacy has its place, so does
discretion. But when privacy

Kashmir where every house

on the street felt like a part
of mine. A child’s first step was
everyone’s celebration. And a
neighbour’s grief brought the
whole lane to a hush.

In my hometown in South
Kashmir, you didn’t need to own
a radio to hear the news. Your
neighbour’s expression would
tell you everything you needed
to know.

We shared more than walls.
We shared life.

If someone’s cow gave birth,
the fresh colostrum cheese
would be passed around in
small plates before the sun even
set. And when someone cleared
an exam, it felt like the entire
street had passed.

If a tragedy struck, weddings
were postponed, songs stopped
mid-air, and even televisions
fell silent.

These were the small, invis-
ible threads that stitched our
lives together.

Now I live in an entirely dif-
ferent Kashmir, where houses
are taller, fences stronger, and
streets disturbingly silent.

We keep to ourselves, and
pride ourselves on doing so. “I
mind my own business,” we
say, as though that’s a virtue.
“It’s none of their concern,” we
repeat, while something within
us begins to ache without ex-
planation.

We call it privacy and prog-
ress, but I often wonder what
we've really achieved.

Inside these walls, people are
hurting: A young widow cries
alone at night, a boy scrolls
through his phone to distract

Iwas raised in a different

from the ache of loneliness,
and an elderly man sitting on
a bench all morning, hoping
someone will ask about his
health.

The truth is, they're sur-
rounded by people. But they
feel invisible.

Even our joys are jinxed now.

Pregnancies, promotions,
weddings come and go without
the shared warmth they once
carried. It's as if we're afraid of

letting too many people in, and
save our happy moments from
an evil eye.

And then there’s grief. That
has changed too. Funerals used
to be crowded affairs. People
from villages far away would
arrive, bearing prayers and sto-
ries.

Now, these condolence mo-
ments and meets are over in an
hour: A handful of people, a few
short verses, and a lonely grave.

What changed us?

Some blame the internet.
Others point to migration, con-
flict, or urbanization. But I think
something deeper is at play.

Somewhere along the line, we
confused silence for strength
and secrecy for sophistication.

We stopped knocking.

A study by the World Health
Organization shows loneliness
now rivals obesity and smoking
in its impact on health.

- -

Depression and anxiety are
on the rise across Kashmir too,
especially among the young.

And while there are many
reasons, like joblessness, trau-
ma, conflict, one thread con-
nects them all: disconnection.

We're wired, but we're not
connected. Our phones are full
of people, but our hearts are
running empty.

I teach geography at a col-
lege in Kulgam. My students are

-

smart, alert, curious. But there’s
something else I've noticed.

Many of them are guarded.
Their triumphs are whispered.
Their worries, kept hidden.
They hesitate before sharing.
They wait to be asked. And
sometimes, even when they are,
they shrug and say, “I'm fine,”
because that's what they've
learned to do.

I'm not suggesting we return
to a world without boundaries.

becomes a wall and not a door,
it stops being protective and
starts being painful.

What we need is balance.

We can keep our secrets and
still share our lives. We can re-
spect each other’s space and
still care enough to check in. We
can be private and present at
the same time.

The solution doesn’'t need a
government policy or a million-
dollar app. It begins with one
knock, one shared cup of tea,
one real conversation without
filters or fear.

Ask your neighbour how they
are. Visit the sick, even if only
for five minutes. Take your child
along when you greet someone
on Eid. Share good news as well
as bad one. But, show up, and
share.

If we don't, we risk raising a
generation that sees connection
as a risk, not a reward.

I miss the Kashmir where
even a stranger’s grief felt per-
sonal, where someone’s joy lit
up ten homes. I miss the taste of
firni passed over the fence and
the sound of shared laughter
echoing down an alley.

But more than missing it, I
want us to rebuild it, before an-
other memory fades, another
heart isolates, and the silence
becomes permanent.

So today, perhaps, we can
start with a knock. Someone
might be waiting.

The author teaches Geography
at GDC Kulgam and can be
reached at:
rather1294@gmail.com
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Custodial Torture

Case of J&K Cop

SC Orders CBI Probe, 350 Lakh Compensation

KO WEB DESK

New Delhi: Reinforcing constitutional
safeguards against custodial violence,
the Supreme Court today ordered
a Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe into the alleged custodial
torture of a police constable at the
Joint Interrogation Centre (“JIC") in
Kupwara, Jammu and Kashmir.

The Court directed immediate
arrest of the police officers of the
J&K police who were responsible
for the abuse and ordered the Union
Territory of J&K to pay a compen-
sation of Rs. 50,00,000/- (Rupees

Fifty Lakhs) to the appellant-victim
Khursheed Ahmed Chauhan as res-
titution for the gross violation of
his fundamental rights.

Live Law reported that the bench
comprising Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta heard the
case where the Appellant, a po-
lice constable, had approached the
Supreme Court against the High
Court’s refusal to quash FIR regis-
tered against him under Section
309 IPC (attempt to commit sui-
cide). He alleged that he was sub-
jected to inhuman and degrading
torture, including mutilation of his

private parts, during a six-day ille-
gal detention from February 20 to
26, 2023, at JIC Kupwara.

According to Live Law, Setting
aside the High Court’s decision,
the judgment authored by Justice
Mehta noted that the continuation
of the criminal proceedings of an
alleged offence under Section 309
IPC would be travesty of justice, and
hence quashed the FIR. However, it
took strong exception to the custodi-
al violence suffered by the Appellant
during the illegal detention.

Apart from conducting a de-
tailed inquiry about the officers

responsible for the abuse, the CBI
was directed to also conduct an
inquiry into “systemic issues” pre-
vailing at the Joint Interrogation
Centre in Kupwara. The court
underscored the need to assess
whether structural or institutional
failings enabled a climate of impu-
nity that led to the custodial abuse.
The Court further mandated
that the police officers allegedly
involved in the torture be arrested
forthwith, within a period of one
month, and that the investigation
be completed within three months
from the date of FIR registration.

Delhi-Srinagar Airfares Fell
To Rs 10K On Govt Intervention
Post Pahalgam Terror Attack

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Airfare for Srinagar-Delhi flight
fell from Rs 20,000 on April 21 to less than Rs
10,000 on April 24 following government in-
tervention to curb surge pricing in the wake of
the Pahalgam terror attack.

In the aftermath of the Pahalgam inci-
dent, "there was an apprehension of a mass
exodus of tourists from J&K", which would
have, in the normal course, led to a surge in
airfares. Airlines were also urged to desist
from surge pricing, and for this purpose,
they were directed to cap airfares for two

major sectors -- Srinagar-Delhi (under Rs
10,000) and Srinagar-Mumbai (under Rs
13,000), the civil aviation ministry told the
Rajya Sabha on Monday.

Any airline breaching this cap was to be
subjected to regulatory action.

"Taking proactive action not only the num-
ber of flights To/From Srinagar were increased
from 51 on 22/04/25 to 56 on 23/04/25, but
also the prices were kept in control. As a re-
sult of these interventions, a notable reduc-
tion in airfares from Srinagar was observed
and helped to ensure that the stranded tour-
ists at Srinagar can return home safely.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Pahalgam Attack

the Pahalgam terror strike, which killed
26 civilians, Modi said the tragedy had
drawn global attention to the epicentre
of terrorism. He lauded the multi-party
Indian delegations that travelled abroad
post-Operation Sindoor to present a unit-
ed national front.

“I want to praise all MPs and parties
who contributed in national interest by
taking India’s stand to the world and
exposing the face of the terror master-
minds — Pakistan,” he said.

Amid pressure from the INDIA bloc
for a discussion on Operation Sindoor
and the Pahalgam incident, Modi
called for unity in national matters,
stating that while parties may differ
politically, their stand on security and
sovereignty must be one.

Red Zones Turning Green

Modi also pointed to the rapid de-
cline in naxalism and left-wing ex-
tremism, saying,

“Red corridors are now turning into
green growth zones.”

He asserted that several districts
once plagued by Maoist violence
had now emerged free and peaceful,
thanks to a focused security strategy
and development efforts.

“The country has been suffer-
ing from terrorism and naxalism for
decades. But today, these threats
are shrinking at a fast rate. Our
Constitution is winning,” he added.

Economic Progress and Global
Recognition

Highlighting India’s transformation
over the past decade, Modi noted that
the country, once part of the ‘Fragile
Five’, was now on track to become the
third-largest global economy. He cited
low inflation, high growth, and rising
ease of living as key signs of progress.

“Before 2014, inflation was in dou-
ble digits. Now it hovers around 2 per
cent. Twenty-five crore people have
come out of poverty, and our digital
platforms like UPI are gaining global
interest,” he said.

He also welcomed the ILO’s report
stating that over 90 crore Indians are
now covered under social security,
and mentioned the WHO's declaration
that India is now free of trachoma,
calling it a significant public health
achievement.

Pahalgam, Op Sindoor

US President Donald Trump’s claims
of brokering a peace deal between
India and Pakistan.

The session began with tributes to
the victims of the Pahalgam terrorist
attack and the Air India Al-171 plane
crash. However, opposition members
soon began chanting slogans of “PM
Modi jawab do” and demanded an
immediate discussion on Operation
Sindoor.

Speaker Om Birla assured the House
that he would allow a discussion on
the matter after Question Hour, but
opposition MPs continued protesting
from the well, prompting an adjourn-
ment until 12 noon.

“You should give notice, and what-
ever the issue is, it will be discussed
after Question Hour. The House should
function on the first day, and there
should be a good discussion. I will give
proper time and opportunity to every
MP,” Birla said.

“The government wants to answer
every issue. The House should func-
tion. You have not come here to raise
slogans. The House functions as per
the rules and regulations. All the is-
sues raised according to the rules will
be discussed,” he added.

Reacting to the protests, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said a meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee has been
scheduled to decide the agenda for
discussion.

“The government is ready for a dis-
cussion, but Opposition MPs are pro-
testing in the Well of the House. It is
not appropriate to begin the session
like this,” Rijiju said.

Leader of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, questioned
the government over its response to
the Pahalgam terror attack and asked
for clarity on the current status of the
militants involved.

Kharge said the Opposition had
extended full support to the Centre
following the incident but empha-
sized the need for accountability, es-
pecially in light of the acknowledged

intelligence failure. “Even the Army
chief and the government have admit-
ted lapses. The country deserves to
know what went wrong,” he told the
House.

He also took sharp exception to re-
cent comments by former US President
Donald Trump, who reportedly spoke
of mediating a ceasefire between India
and Pakistan after Operation Sindoor.
“It's unacceptable for any outsider to
make such claims. This is an insult to
our sovereignty,” Kharge said.

Speaking in the Rajya Sabha, BJP
leader and Union Minister JP Nadda
said the government was fully pre-
pared to hold a detailed discussion on
Operation Sindoor.

“We are willing and ready to talk
about it. There should be no percep-
tion that we are avoiding a debate,”
Nadda said, adding that the scale
and execution of the operation under
Prime Minister Modi’s leadership was
unprecedented. “This kind of mission
has never been carried out before. We
will share every detail,” he told the
House.

Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, alleged that the
ruling party was preventing him from
speaking in Parliament.

“The question is — while the Defence
Minister is allowed to speak in the
House, Opposition members, includ-
ing myself as the Leader of Opposition,
are being denied that opportunity,”
Rahul said.

“This is a new approach. As per par-
liamentary convention, if members
from the government are allowed to
speak, then the Opposition should also
be given equal space to express their
views,” he added.

16-Hour Debate

no decision has been taken yet.

The prime minister met his senior
Cabinet colleagues who later held de-
liberations among themselves on the
ruling alliance’s strategy.

Opposition members protested
at the BAC meeting that the govern-
ment’s agenda for this week did not
mention their demand for a debate on
the issue.

They said the home minister and
the defence minister should also be
present during the discussion.

Some opposition members also
called for a debate on the Special
Intensive Revision of electoral rolls in
Bihar and the situation in Manipur.

With the impasse continuing, the
Lower House was adjourned for the
day as protesting opposition members
disrupted proceedings.

Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi later
slammed the government for not in-
cluding the opposition’s demand for
a discussion on the Pahalgam terror
attack and Operation Sindoor in this
week’s agenda.

Speaking to reporters, he accused
the government of double standards,
saying it does not follow what it claims
in public.

“The government is listing its bills
but is not ready to prioritise an issue
on which the entire nation wants to
hear from Parliament,” he said.

Amarnath Yatra

The pilgrims were divided into two
convoys. The Baltal-bound convoy in-
cluded 1,208 pilgrims traveling in 52
vehicles, while the Pahalgam-bound
convoy carried 2,583 pilgrims in 96
vehicles.

Officials attributed the slight de-
cline in turnout to weather concerns,
fatigue among earlier batches, and
the natural tapering that occurs as the
yatra nears its conclusion.

“All essential services — including
accommodation, food, health care, and
route security — are fully operational.
The pilgrimage is being conducted in a
safe and orderly manner,” the official
added.

This year’s Amarnath Yatra is sched-
uled to conclude on August 9 and is
being held under an elaborate security
setup involving drone surveillance,
RFID tracking of pilgrims, and multi-
layered deployment of security forces.

VP Jagdeep Dhankhar

day in Rajya Sabha under his chair-
manship, had said this month only
at an event that he would retire at
the “right time”, subject to “divine
interventions”.

While he was admitted to AIIMS
for a few days in March this year and

appeared not so well at a few occa-
sions, he has been mostly seen as live-
ly and energetic in his public appear-
ances, including in Parliament.

Dhankhar’s abrupt resignation near-
ly two years before his tenure was to
end followed a day of surprising de-
velopments in the Rajya Sabha for the
government, as an opposition-spon-
sored notice for a motion to remove
Justice Yashwant Varma was submit-
ted to him and he mentioned it in the
House.

The development came as a jolt to
the ruling alliance, which had spon-
sored a similar notice in the Lok Sabha
and taken the opposition on board.

Dhankhar was the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance’s candidate in
the 2022 election for Vice President,
who is the ex-officio Chair of the Rajya
Sabha.

He is the third Vice President of India
after V V Giri and R Venkataraman
to resign during tenure. Giri and
Venkataraman had resigned from the
post of Vice President to contest the
presidential election.

Dhankhar will also go down in his-
tory as the only vice president against
whom the opposition brought a notice
of removal for “partisan” conduct as
the chairman of the Upper House.

Unmindful of the notice, which was
rejected by Deputy Chair Harivansh,
Dhankhar had dubbed it as a “rusted”
vegetable-cutting knife which was
used for a bypass surgery.

Dhankhar, who had been associated
with the Janata Dal and the Congress,
joined the BJP only in 2008 after a hia-
tus of nearly a decade.

He championed issues related to the
Other Backward Classes, including the
grant of OBC status to the Jat commu-
nity in Rajasthan.

While his surprise appointment
as the West Bengal governor in 2019
brought him back to the political lime-
light, he did not shy away from the
hurly-burly of politics and was caught
in frequent run-ins with the state’s
ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC).

As the vice president and Chair of
the Rajya Sabha, his frequent verbal
clashes went beyond the TMC. On
a variety of issues, from House dis-
ruptions to allegations of bills being
passed with little discussion, he took
on the opposition.

Dhankhar, in particular, targeted
top lawyers who are also Rajya Sabha
members representing opposition
parties, especially the Congress.

A lawyer by profession, Dhankhar
took on the Judiciary, especially on the
issue of separation of powers.

He was harsh in his criticism of the
Supreme Court decision to strike down
the National Judicial Appointments
Commission Act which sought to over-
turn the collegium system of appoint-
ing SC and high court judges.

In the presence of then Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud, he had
questioned the top court for striking
down a law passed with near unanim-
ity by the two Houses.

He had also slammed MPs, saying
when the law was struck down, there
was “not even a whisper” of protest by
the lawmakers.

Designated as Senior Advocate by
the Rajasthan High Court in 1990,
Dhankhar had practised primarily in
the Supreme Court and his focus area
of litigation was steel, coal, mining and
international commercial arbitration,
amongst others.

As a lawyer, he was associated with
the black buck case involving actor
Salman Khan and had played a key
role in getting him bail.

He appeared in various high courts
in the country till assuming the office
of the West Bengal governor in July
2019.

Dhankhar, who took to cricket in his
school days and also had keen interest
in spirituality and meditation, began
his political journey with the Janata
Dal and won the Lok Sabha elections
in 1989, held under the shadow of
the Bofors scandal, from Jhunjhunu in
Rajasthan.

He had a brief stint as Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs under
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar.

In his initial journey as a politician,
Dhankhar was influenced by Devi Lal
and later shifted to the Congress dur-
ing the tenure of Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao.

After hanging up his boots as a
member of the Rajasthan legislative

assembly, Dhankhar focused on his le-
gal career, practising as a lawyer in the
Supreme Court.

While naming him as the NDA can-
didate for the vice president’s post, BJP
had described him as “Kisan putra”,
a move seen in the political circles
aimed at reaching out to the politically
significant Jat community which had
participated in huge numbers in the
year-long farmers’ protests against ag-
riculture reform measures unveiled in
June 2020.

After his election as the vice presi-
dent. Dhankhar met several groups
of farmers in the national capital,
Haryana and Rajasthan, urging them
to go beyond agriculture and get into
food processing and marketing to in-
crease income.

On one occasion, his words sound-
ed like a harsh criticism of the Modi
government.

Speaking at a ceremony to mark the
centenary of ICAR-CIRCOT in Mumbai
in December 2024, Dhankhar had said,
“Agriculture minister, [ request you to
please tell me, what was promised to
the farmer? Why was the promise not
fulfilled? What should we do to fulfil
the promise?

“There was a movement last year,
there is a movement this year, too.”

“The wheel of time is turning, we
are not doing anything. For the first
time, [ have seen India changing. For
the first time, I am realising that devel-
oping India is not our dream but our
goal. India was never at such heights
in the world.

“When this is happening, then why
is my farmer worried and suffering?
The farmer is the only one who is
helpless,” Dhankhar had said, reaching
out to the farmers.

Born on May 18, 1951, in village
Kithana in Jhunjhunu district of
Rajasthan, Dhankhar went to Sainik
School, Chittorgarh on full scholarship.

J&K Seeks Centre’s

proposed building drop gates at
Tulbul to manage water levels more
effectively. He emphasized that the
project would support year-round
flow into Wular Lake, aiding both tour-
ism and employment in Kashmir. He
called it a long-overdue development
measure, not a political one.

The second project, the Chenab
Water Lift Scheme, aims to address
growing water shortages in Jammu
by drawing drinking water from the
Chenab River. First conceptualized in
2008, the scheme would support sev-
eral drought-prone areas in the region.
Omar said the Chenab could serve as
a reliable source for the next two to
three decades.

He confirmed that a proposal has al-
ready been discussed with the Centre
and noted that a senior advisor to the
Prime Minister recently visited the
region to assess these projects. The
Jammu and Kashmir government is
also seeking approval to engage an
international funding agency for the
Chenab scheme.

J&K Has Moved

I work within my boundaries and en-
joy a cordial relationship with the CM.
Whenever we have differences, we re-
solve them through dialogue.”

Describing the most critical chal-
lenge of his tenure, LG Sinha said it was
the complete integration of J&K with
the Indian state and the establishment
of Indian sovereignty and authority.
“Under Prime Minister Modi’s leader-
ship, we have successfully achieved
both goals,” he asserted.

Speaking about the ongoing
Amarnath Yatra and tourism, he ac-
knowledged a temporary dip in visi-
tors after the April 22 Pahalgam ter-
ror attack. “However, the situation
has improved. Over two lakh pilgrims
have already participated this year in a
38-day Yatra. Hotels in Pahalgam and
Sonamarg are full, and Srinagar’s hotel
occupancy is at 40%,” he said, credit-
ing the people of Kashmir for warmly
welcoming the yatris.

On the suspension of helicopter ser-
vices to the Amarnath shrine this year,
LG Sinha said the move was driven by
national security concerns and past
aviation accidents. “Decisions were
made keeping safety and emerging
drone threats in mind,” he said.

Tourist Footfall

The upward trend continued:
In 2022, 1,84,99,332 domestic and

19,985 foreign tourists arrived.

In 2023, domestic tourist arriv-
als touched 2,06,79,336, with 55,337
foreigners.

In 2024, the numbers peaked at
2,35,24,629 domestic and 65,452 for-
eign tourists.

On infrastructure development,
Shekhawat informed that under the
Swadesh Darshan Scheme, the Ministry
sanctioned six tourism-related projects
for J&K in 2016-17, with a total outlay of
Rs 519.58 crore. All projects have been
physically completed, the reply stated.

The completed projects include:

Development of tourist circuits
covering Jammu, Srinagar, Pahalgam,
Anantnag, Uri, Kargil, and Leh

Tourist facility —development at
Jammu-Rajouri-Shopian-Pulwama

Reconstruction of assets destroyed
in the 2014 floods under the PM
Development Package

Development at
Sudhmahadev

Facilities in Anantnag, Kishtwar,
Pahalgam, Zanskar Padum, and Ranjit
Sagar Dam

Tourist infrastructure in Gulmarg,
Baramulla, Kupwara, Kargil, and Leh

However, the ministry clarified that
no formal study has been conducted
so far to assess the direct or indirect
employment generated through these
projects over the last five years.

Widespread Rainfall

J&K till July 23. “Intense showers
are likely at a few places, while heavy
rainfall is expected in isolated pock-
ets,” he said.

The MeT has issued an advisory
warning of potential flash floods, land-
slides, mudslides, and shooting stones
in vulnerable areas. A rise in the water
level of rivers, streams, and local nal-
lahs is anticipated, with waterlogging
likely in low-lying areas.

Looking ahead, the weather from
July 24 to 27 is expected to remain un-
settled, with brief showers possible at
scattered locations.

Authorities have urged people living
in landslide-prone areas and near wa-
ter bodies to remain vigilant and avoid
unnecessary travel during intense
rainfall periods.

LG Grieved Over Loss Of Lives

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
has expressed grief over the tragic
landslide incident at Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine in which a devotee lost his
life and a few others were injured.

The Lieutenant Governor is closely
monitoring the situation. He has di-
rected the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board to provide best possible
medical care and support to the in-
jured pilgrims.

The Lieutenant Governor has posted
on X: “I am deeply saddened by the
tragic landslide incident at Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine in which a devo-
tee unfortunately lost his life. Directed
Shrine Board to provide best possible
medical care and support to the in-
jured pilgrims. I'm constantly moni-
toring the situation.”

Lieutenant Governor has also con-
doled the tragic death of a schoolboy
due to rockslide which crashed into
Primary School, Kalsian in District
Poonch.

The Lieutenant Governor has con-
veyed his heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family in this hour of grief.

“The news of the death of a 5-year-
old child due to rockslide which
crashed into Primary School, Kalsian,
Poonch is heart-rending. May God
give strength to the bereaved par-
ents to bear this shock. I pray for the
speedy recovery of other children in-
jured in this incident”, the Lieutenant
Governor said.

Landslides Kill 2

of Saujiyan in Poonch district, died
after a landslide hit a school bus near
Buffliaz. Officials said the bus was
ferrying students to a nearby private
school when debris from a hillock sud-
denly fell on the vehicle, injuring sev-
eral children. “The boy was declared
dead at the hospital. Seven other stu-
dents are under treatment,” a local of-
ficial said.

In another tragic incident, a 45-year-
old pilgrim from Maharashtra was
killed and eight others were injured
in a landslide near the Adhkuwari area
along the Vaishno Devi route in Katra.
Authorities immediately suspended
the yatra as rescue teams rushed to the
spot. “The yatra will remain suspended

Mantalai and

until the weather improves,” said an
official of the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board.

The Jammu-Srinagar national high-
way, a critical lifeline connecting the
valley with the rest of the country, also
remained blocked at several stretches
due to landslides and shooting stones
in Ramban and Udhampur districts,
leaving hundreds of vehicles strand-
ed. Officials said restoration work
was underway but warned of further
disruptions.

The weather office had already is-
sued an orange alert for Jammu and
a yellow alert for Kashmir, forecast-
ing heavy rainfall between July 21
and 23. Director of the Meteorological
Department, Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad, said,
“Intermittent moderate rain and thun-
dershowers are expected to continue,
with the possibility of intense showers
and flash floods in vulnerable areas.”

Katra recorded the highest rain-
fall of the day with 184.2 mm, while
Jammu city received 31.6 mm. Kashmir
too witnessed a dip in temperature as
rainfall lashed several areas in the eve-
ning. Srinagar recorded a maximum
temperature of 34.9°C, with MeT of-
ficials warning of possible waterlog-
ging, mudslides, and landslips in hilly
terrain.

In view of the forecast, authorities
have advised people in vulnerable
areas to remain cautious and avoid
venturing near hilly slopes and water
bodies.

The administration has put disaster
response teams on alert as the region
braces for two more days of volatile
weather.

J&K Congress

to J&K despite repeated promises.
“The prime minister has made the
promise on several platforms. But
even after the Lok Sabha elections and
the formation of a new government,
there is still no word on it,” Mir said.

Karra said that Congress was not
demanding anything beyond the con-
stitutional rights of the people of J&K.
“We held the ‘Srinagar Chalo’ pro-
gramme, followed by ‘Jammu Chalo’.
Now we are heading to Delhi. We want
to wake up this deaf and blind govern-
ment,” he said.

The Congress had earlier submit-
ted memorandums to the Lieutenant
Governor during its protests in
Srinagar and Jammu. On July 20, Karra
and Mir were among those detained
during a protest march to Raj Bhawan.

Party workers on Monday shouted
slogans demanding immediate state-
hood and democratic rights. The
buses carrying Congress members
headed to Delhi amid tight security
arrangements.

9 Notices To

last six months, no adverse trend
was reported in reliability reports of
Air India in respect of crashed aircraft.

However, he said that during the
last six months, a total of nine show
cause notices have been issued to Air
India in connection with five identi-
fied safety violations.

“Enforcement action has been com-
pleted in respect of one violation,”
Mohol said in response to queries from
CPI(M) member John Brittas.

Specific details were not disclosed.

Mohol, in another written reply,
said that every aspect is being looked
into for determining the probable
causes/contributory factors leading to
the accident.

His answer was to DMK leader
Kanimozhi NVN Somu’s queries, in-
cluding whether any sabotage by any
person or any agency has come to the
light.

In another written reply to RJD
member Manoj Kumar Jha, Naidu said
DGCA has a structured surveillance
and audit framework in place.

These include planned and un-
planned surveillance of organisation
[aircraft such as regular and periodic
audits, spot checks, night surveillance
and ramp inspections across all opera-
tors and maintenance organisations.

DGCA has done 254 enforcement
actions this year till April while there
were 673 such actions in 2024. There
were 542 enforcement actions in
2023, the minister said.

The enforcement action may include
warning, suspension, cancellation and
imposition of financial penalty.

This year, the regulator has planned
a total of 56 regulatory audits.
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Gathering in Shalimar, Zuljinah Procession in Chen

R R |

Syed Mohammad Burhan

SRINAGAR- Martyrdom anni-
versary of Imam Zain-ul-Abedin
also known as Imam Sajjad, the
only male survivor from the
household of Prophet Muham-
mad (Pbuh) in the Karbala car-
nage was observed on Monday
across Kashmir with Majalis
and processions.

Thousands of mourners
joined day-long Majalis fol-
lowed by processions in Sri-
nagar and other districts to pay
tributes to the martyred Imam.
Also known as Syed al Sajideen
(AS) Imam was the son of Imam
Hussain (AS) and was 22 and
severely ill during the battle of
Karbala. He was later taken pris-
oner and eventually martyred
in Madina on 25th of Muharram
95AH at the age 54 by Caliph Al
Waleed bin Marwan.

Syed al Sajideen (AS), despite
being extremely unwell, fol-
lowed the call of his father Imam
Hussain (A.S.) when no one was

-y

abal, Zadibal

of Ashura. But head of the rav-
aged caravan lady Zainab (SA)
stopped him because he was the
only male member of the family
of the Prophet (pbuh) left alive.

The largest public gather-
ing on the occasion was held
at Shalimar in the Srinagar city
outskirts where thousands of
black-clad mourners marched
beating their chests and recit-
ing soul-stirring elegies for the
martyrs of Karbala.

left for his assistance on the day

The procession commenced
from Chandpora and passed
through Arabal and later culmi-
nated at Imambargah Gulshan
Ali, Shalimar late in the night.
Aga Syed Mujtaba Musavi deliv-
ered a sermon at the Majlis held
at Bagh-e-Zainab.

An impressive Majlis was
held at Mirgund in Pattan de-
spite restrictions. Here Maulana
Masroor Abbas Ansari delivered
a lecture on the life and martyr-
dom of the 4th Shia Imam.

e AR AT DD

No Zuljinah or Alam Sharif
procession was allowed in Mir-
gund as authorities imposed
restrictions fearing attacks by
a rival Shia group on mourners
there. Traditionally the Zuljinah
procession would be taken out
from Mirchmar to Imambargah
Mirgund. Majlis was held under
heavy security there.

Maulana Masroor denounced
curbs on Zuljinah procession
questioning "how a mourning
procession in a small village

25th Muharram Observed with Majalis, Processions Across Kashmir

posed threat to anyone?”

In nearby Chenabal Molvi Im-
ran Reza Ansari led a procession
which culminated in Kakarpora
village on the national highway.
He also delivered a sermon at
Chenabal where several thou-
sand had gathered to hear him.

A procession led by Aga Syed
Muhammad Hadi was taken out
from Doonipora to Mir Shamsu-
din Araki shrine in Zadibal dur-
ing the evening in which hun-
dreds of mourners participated.

Govt Denies Deforestation
In Tosamaidan, Gulmarg

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration has
refuted allegations of mass de-
forestation in the ecologically
sensitive zones of Tosamaidan
in Budgam and Gulmarg in
Baramulla, asserting that re-
cent claims of illegal logging
and environmental degradation
are unfounded.

The matter came under the
scanner of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) through Original
Application No. 913/2024, after
environmental advocate Ashiq
Ahmad Magray presented vid-
eo and photographic evidence
alleging indiscriminate tree
felling and ecological damage,
largely attributed to unchecked
tourism and infrastructure de-
velopment, including the Gul-
marg Gondola project.

In its official reply, the For-
est Department stated that no
recent deforestation activities
have taken place in either loca-
tion. Officials attributed Tosa-
maidan’s ecological decline to its
previous use as a military firing
range between 1986 and 2014,
during which forest protection
activities were suspended.

Since the area was vacated
by the Army, authorities claim
to have undertaken compre-
hensive eco-restoration work
under the Compensatory Af-
forestation Management and
Planning Authority (CAMPA)
scheme—planting 1.49 lakh
saplings across 207 hectares
between 2018 and 2024. Ad-
ditional measures include set-
ting up the Tosamaidan Devel-

opment Authority, booking 43
timber smugglers under the
Public Safety Act (PSA), and
establishing control rooms to
monitor forest activity.

In Gulmarg, the government
clarified that just 0.125 hect-
ares of forest land had been
transferred to the Gulmarg
Development Authority (GDA)
for building a solid waste treat-
ment facility. It emphasized
that all tourism-related con-
struction is regulated under
the J&K Building Operations
Act, 1998, and denied that any
forest land was diverted for the
Gondola project.

Despite these clarifications,
the NGT expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the state’s response,
particularly its failure to ad-
dress the recent visual docu-
mentation submitted by the
petitioner. The Tribunal has
granted the government time to
amend its report and has direct-
ed that a copy be shared with
the applicant for a rejoinder.

Interestingly, the Forest Depart-
ment conceded shortfalls in solid
waste management in Gulmarg,
especially during tourist influx.
The existing 3 MT capacity plant
has been deemed insufficient. A
new proposal for a 25 MT facil-
ity at a cost of *14.4 crore is under
consideration. Efforts to reduce
plastic waste and raise awareness
among tourism stakeholders are
also reportedly underway.

The case continues to be
monitored closely by the NGT
as environmentalists call for
accountability and sustain-
able tourism policies to protect
Kashmir’s fragile ecosystems.

Cold Storage Units Prove
Boon For Plum Growers

Agencies

SRINAGAR: After transform-
ing Kashmir’s apple trade along
with cherry, cold storage units
are now turning into a lifeline
for plum growers in the Valley.

Traditionally constrained by
the perishability of their pro-
duce, farmers are now tapping
into markets across India—
thanks to the rapidly growing
cold chain infrastructure.

Farmers from different parts
of Kashmir said that fruits like
plums used to be sold under
pressure due to their limited
shelf life—often just 2 to 5 days
without refrigeration. This re-
sulted in significant post-har-
vest losses and forced distress
sales at throwaway prices.

“Earlier, we had to dispose of
plums within a couple of days,
sometimes at very low rates. But
this year, cold storage has been a
game-changer," said Javid Ahmad,
a plum grower from Shopian. “We
have been able to store our fruit
longer and supply it gradually to
markets like Delhi, Mumbai and
even Bengaluru. Most of my pro-
duce is sold already, and the rest
is safely stored.”

“For the first time, I stored
my plums in cold storage. The
returns have improved and we
are seeing minimal wastage,”
said Mohammad Ashraf, a plum
grower.

Growers said that rates are
almost double as compared to
last year and cold storage units

are helping to send produce to
markets as per demand.

Officials said that the move
is part of a broader strategy to
enhance Kashmir’s fruit sup-
ply chain. “Short shelf life has
been the biggest hurdle for
growers of soft fruits like cher-
ries and plums. Cold storage
helps overcome that and opens
up new market opportunities,”
said an official of the horticul-
ture department.

Earlier, plums would rot be-
fore reaching distant cities.
Now, we can ensure quality
and freshness even when send-
ing them as far as Kolkata,”
said Riyaz Dar, a fruit exporter
from Srinagar. “The market has
opened up—the returns are
higher and the reputation of
Kashmiri produce is growing.”

The Horticulture Planning
and Marketing Department is
actively working on strength-
ening the cold storage network
across the Valley under various
central schemes. Experts believe
this infrastructural support
could redefine the dynamics of
Kashmir’s horticulture sector.

“If this trend continues,
Kashmir can go beyond apples
and emerge as a significant
supplier of cherries and plums
to the rest of India,” they said.

With the success of this sea-
son, growers and traders are
hopeful that the Valley's per-
ishable fruit sector is headed
toward a more profitable and
sustainable future. —(KNO)

Centre Allocates Over 31,880 Crore To
J&K, Ladakh For Education Upliftment

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Union Gov-
ernment has allocated a total
of 1,881 crore to Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh under
key education sector schemes
aimed at strengthening school
infrastructure and implemen-
tation of the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020.

On the opening day of the
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment, Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan in-
formed the Lok Sabha that the
twin Union Territories have
received the funds under Sa-
magra Shiksha and PM Schools
for Rising India (PM-SHRI)
schemes for the financial years
2023-24 and 2024-25.

Break-up of Funds:

Jammu and Kashmir re-
ceived ¥865.44 crore in 2023-
24 and %823.49 crore for the
current fiscal under Samagra
Shiksha, the Centre's flagship
programme to improve school
education. In addition, under
the PM-SHRI initiative, the re-
gion was granted 352.39 crore
in 2023-24 and 399.72 crore for
2024-25.

Ladakh was allocated ?52.23
crore and %140 crore under
Samagra Shiksha for the two
consecutive years, while it also
received %4.04 crore and *11.91
crore respectively under PM-
SHRI.

Pradhan noted that Samagra
Shiksha is implemented in
partnership with states and
Union Territories and is con-
tingent upon approved annual

work plans and compliance
with financial norms.

“The PM-SHRI scheme is
designed to transform select
schools into model institu-
tions aligned with the goals
of the National Education Pol-
icy 2020,” the Minister stated.
He added that 33 out of the
36 states and Union Territo-
ries have already signed the

necessary Memorandum of

Understanding to roll out the
scheme.

However, West Bengal and
Kerala are yet to sign the MoU,
he informed the House.

The substantial funding,
officials say, is expected to
enhance infrastructure, qual-
ity of education, and learning
outcomes in schools across the
two UTs.

J&K, Ladakh Witness Dip in Govt
School Enrolments

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Government
school enrolments have wit-
nessed a noticeable dip in the
Union Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh during
the academic year 2023-24,
official figures tabled in Parlia-
ment reveal.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, re-
sponding to a query in the Lok
Sabha, said that Jammu and
Kashmir registered a drop in
enrolment from 14,54,668 stu-
dents in 2022-23 to 14,21,643
in 2023-24. Similarly, Ladakh

saw its student numbers fall
from 28,667 to 26,275 over the
same period.

Explaining the apparent
decline, the minister pointed
to a change in data collection
methodology. “The reduction
in some states and Union Ter-
ritories, including J&K and
Ladakh, could be attributed
to a transition in the Unified
District Information System
for Education Plus (UDISE+),
which has moved from aggre-
gated to individual student-
level data collection since
2022-23,” he said.

To counter the challenge of

falling enrolments, the Centre
has continued implementing

a range of interventions under

the Samagra Shiksha scheme.
These include establishing res-
idential schools, distributing
free textbooks and uniforms,
offering transport assistance,
setting up special hostels, and
providing meals through the
PM POSHAN programme.
Pradhan assured that finan-
cial assistance is being consis-
tently extended to states and
UTs to bolster these initiatives
and promote greater school
participation across govern-
ment-run institutions.

Indian Embassy In Niger Working To

Secure Release

Agencies

JAMMU: The Indian Embassy
in Niamey, Niger, has been
actively working with local
authorities to secure the safe
release of Ranjit Singh, a resi-
dent of Chakka Kundi village in
Jammu and Kashmir's Ramban
district, who was abducted
during a terror attack in Ni-
ger's Dosso region on July 15.

The attack, which also
claimed the lives of two In-
dian nationals, occurred when
unidentified armed assailants
ambushed a Nigerien army unit
guarding an electrical line con-
struction project, approximate-
ly 100 kilometres from Niamey.

According to details ob-
tained, Union Minister Dr Jiten-
dra Singh provided an update
about the situation on social
media site X, saying, “Follow-
ing continuous follow-up by
my office, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs has informed that
the Indian Embassy in Niamey
is actively pursuing the release
of Ranjit Singh, a resident of
Ramban district, who was ab-
ducted in Niger. The embassy
is in constant communication
with local authorities to ensure
his safe return.”

Earlier, Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
expressed deep concern over
the abduction, urging swift
intervention by the Ministry of

-

o

External Affairs.

In a post on X, the Chief
Minister’s office stated, “Chief
Minister has expressed con-
cern over the abduction of
Ranjeet Singh, a resident of
Ramban, in Niger. He urges the
Hon'ble EAM @DrSJaishankar
and @MEAIndia to urgently in-
tervene to secure Ranjit's safe
and swift return.”

The Indian Embassy in Ni-
ger confirmed the incident in a
statement posted on X on July
18, 2025, saying, “In a heinous
terror attack on 15 July in Ni-
ger’s Dosso region, two Indian
nationals tragically lost their
lives, and one was abducted.
Our heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families. The Mis-
sion in Niamey is in touch with
local authorities to repatriate
mortal remains and ensure the
safe release of the abducted
Indian. All Indians in Niger are
advised to remain vigilant.”

O Ramban M

Ranjit Singh, a senior safety
officer with Transrail Lighting
Limited, a power transmission
and distribution company, was
working at the construction site
when the attack occurred. His
family lost contact with him on
July 15, and his wife, Sheela Devi,
was informed of his abduction
by his colleagues on July 16.

In a heartfelt appeal, Sheela
Devi said, “My entire life is
at stake. I have three young
children and elderly parents
to care for. I appeal to the
Government of India, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and
External Affairs Minister Dr.
S. Jaishankar to bring my hus-
band back home safely.”

She met with Ramban Dep-
uty Commissioner Moham-
mad Alyas Khan, who assured
her that the matter had been

escalated to the Ministry of

External Affairs and the Indian
Embassy in Niger. (KNO)

Arrest Kingpins To End Drug
Scourge In J&K: Itoo

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Minister Sakina
Itoo on Monday called for deci-
sive action against major play-
ers involved in the drug trade
in Jammu and Kashmir, stress-
ing that cosmetic measures
won't suffice to protect the re-
gion’s youth from falling prey
to addiction.

Speaking on the sidelines of
an awareness event, Itoo said
drug abuse has become a grave
societal threat that cannot be
tackled by government depart-
ments alone. “This is a crisis
that demands joint ownership.
Police and health departments
are doing their part, but to
truly dismantle this network,
we need to go after the big fish.
Nabbing only the street-level
offenders will not solve the
problem,” she said.

The minister urged society at
large to shoulder the responsi-
bility and play a proactive role
in uprooting the menace. “Un-

less every segment of society—
be it families, communities, or
religious scholars—takes this
as a personal mission, we will
not be able to overcome it,” she
asserted.

Itoo was addressing students
at an event titled Drug-Free
Kashmir, organised by the Voice
of Weekly Newspaper Kashmir
in collaboration with A.R. Azad
Memorial Foundation. She em-
phasized the pivotal role reli-
gious leaders and community
influencers must play in creat-
ing awareness and resistance
against drug abuse.

Kashmir’s Healthcare
Challenges Part-1

19 Doctor Posts Leave 100,000 Without
Proper Healthcare In Karnah

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Sub-District
Hospital (SDH) of Karnah and
its associated healthcare cen-
ters are grappling with an acute
crisis, as a debilitating shortage
of specialist doctors and medi-
cal staff has left an estimated
100,000 residents in the region
without adequate healthcare
support.

Despite registering dozens
of OPD patients and around 20
emergency cases daily, the hos-
pital currently operates with-
out a single gynaecology spe-
cialist, chief specialist, surgeon,
general physician, or consultant
doctor.

The absence of these critical
personnel has severely compro-
mised healthcare delivery, with
far-reaching consequences for
the local population.

The gravity of the situation
is underscored by the fact that,
since April 2025, at least 90
pregnant women have been re-
ferred to hospitals in the Valley
for treatment and care—an ar-
duous journey in itself. Due to
the unavailability of a gynaeco-
logist, at least two women are
sent to Valley hospitals every
day as their treatment cannot
be managed locally. The hospi-
tal’s operation theatre, too, has
become non-functional in the
absence of specialist doctors.

A detailed assessment of the
Karnah health block reveals
a stark reality: out of 31 sanc-
tioned doctor posts, only 12
are filled, leaving 19 vacancies
unaddressed. At Tehsil Hospi-
tal Tangdhar, only six doctors
serve against the requirement
of 27. The entire block has 214
sanctioned posts for medical
and paramedical staff—includ-
ing permanent and National
Health Mission staff—yet only
83 are filled, with 103 vacant.
Since 2015, 22 employees have
retired and five have died in

service, but their positions re-
main vacant to this day.

The Karnah health block
comprises one sub-district
hospital, four primary health
centers, five new-type primary
health centers, and 29 health
sub-centers. Many of these cen-
ters are either closed or func-
tioning at a bare minimum due
to the chronic staff shortage.
Locals shared with KNO that,
while medical camps have been
organized in recent months to
provide some relief, having to
wait weeks for such camps—es-
pecially in emergencies—poses
serious risks and cannot substi-
tute for a permanent solution.

The existing staff is report-
edly working under tremen-
dous pressure, clocking up to
160 hours a week—four times
the standard workload—lead-
ing to concerns about both staff
welfare and quality of care.
“There are no proper arrange-
ments for us. We bear our own
accommodation expenses, and
there is no additional compen-
sation for working in this bor-
der area, whereas earlier there
was a border allowance,” a doc-
tor said.

He added that adequate
staffing would allow for a fairer
distribution of work and relieve
the extraordinary burden on
the current team.

The local community has is-
sued an urgent appeal to the
Health Department and the
government, demanding that
all vacant positions be filled,
specialist doctors be appointed,
border area staff be provided
with suitable incentives, and
all health centers be made fully
functional. Residents stress
that this is not just a health cri-
sis but a serious question about
governmental priorities.

They warn that, unless swift
action is taken, the current ne-
glect could endanger hundreds
of precious lives.
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Bumrah Will Play, Confirms Siraj
Ahead Of Manchester Test

at least cleared the suspense
over Bumrah's availability for the
fourth Test.
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England Replace Shoaib
Bashir For 4th Test

England on Monday replaced off-spinner

Shoaib Bashir with slow left-arm orthodox
bowler Liam Dawson as their only change in
the playing eleven for the fourth Test against India
which starts here on July 23.
England lead 2-1 in the five-match Anderson-
Tendulkar Trophy having won the first and the
third Tests at the Headingley and Lord's respective-

ruled out of the entire series due
to a knee injury, forcing the team

Press Trust f India

MANCHESTER: India pacer Mo-
hammed Siraj on Monday con-
firmed Jasprit Bumrah's participa-
tion in the fourth Test beginning
at Old Trafford on Wednesday.

Bumrah, who has been ear-
marked to play in three Tests out
of five due to workload manage-
ment, had missed the second Test
at Edgbaston that India won hand-
somely before returning for the
following game at Lord’s which
was lost by 22 runs.

With India trailing 1-2 and
series on the line, former India
captain Anil Kumble had recently
spoken about the need to play the
star pacer in the last two Tests.

Following the team's first out-

door session in Manchester, Siraj

"Jassi bhai will play as far as I
know, our combination is chang-
ing day by day (due to injuries),"
Siraj told reporters.

Asked about the plans specific
to next game, he replied: "Our
plan is to keep bowling in good ar-
eas considering how England play.
We want them to play with pa-
tience like they played in the last
match. We felt good about playing
proper Test cricket,"

With Arshdeep Singh ruled out
of the Manchester Test due to a
hand injury, India have added
seamer Anshul Kamboj to the
squad. Nitish Reddy has also been

to rejig its combination.

Akash Deep, nursing a groin in-
jury, did not bowl in the main nets
on Monday.

"Akash Deep, he has a groin is-
sue, physios are examining. He
bowled in the morning as well. Yet
to get feedback from physio. An-
shul has come in now that Arsh-
deep is injured. Good luck to him,”
Siraj didn't reveal much about the
combination.

India’s pace spearhead Bum-
rah did not bowl long in the
nets due to slippery nature of
the surface before moving to
the field of play for more overs
under his belt.

Kashmir Super League:

Provincial Level U-19

Kho-Kho, Cricket & Other

ly. India won the second Test at Edgbaston.

Bashir was ruled out of the remainder of the
series after suffering fracture on the left hand's in-
dex finger on the third day of the third Test trying
to stop a powerful drive from Indian all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja. Bashir had since then undergone

a surgery.

But the off-spinner had taken the final wicket
of the third Test to give England a 22-run narrow
win in the third Test. Bashir’s exit led to the recall
of 35-year-old Dawson, who last played the third
of his three Tests so far in July 2017 against South

Africa.

England XI: Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett, Ollie
Pope (vc), Joe Root, Harry Brook, Ben Stokes (c),
Jamie Smith (wk), Liam Dawson, Chris Woakes,

Brydon Carse, Jofra Archer.

Nitish Kumar Reddy Ruled

Out Of England Tour

India all-rounder Nitish Kumar Reddy has been

United Elegant Defeat
reenen_d Heroes l-Q
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Boys Volleyball Tourney
Begins In Budgam

Observer News Service

Events Held In Anantnag Zones

ruled out of the remainder of the series against

England due to a knee injury, while injured
pacer Arshdeep Singh will be unavailable for selec-
tion for the fourth Test, the BCCI said on Monday.

Reddy, who featured in the second and third
Tests, picked up the injury while training in the
gym on Sunday, with scans revealing ligament

B

a competitive platform for
young volleyball players and
to foster sportsmanship, dis-
cipline and physical fitness
among school-going youth.

BUDGAM: The Depart-
ment of Youth Services and
Sports Budgam on Mon-

" Khyber Cement Man of the Match
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SRINAGAR: United Elegant
FC defeated Greenend He-
roes FC 1-0 in the 2025
Kashmir Super League on
Monday at TRC Ground
here.

The  tightly-contested
matchup was bound to be
settled by a solitary goal.
And it came from top J&K
forward Aakif Reshi. After a
0-0 first half, Aakif pounced
on an opportunity to make
it 1-0 for United Elegant in
the 52nd minute. The team

hung on as Greenend He-
roes looked for a way back
into the game.

In the postmatch hon-
ours, Aakif Reshi was
awarded Player of the
Match, while Shabir Sheikh
won the Game Changer of
the Match. Sowban Hilal
took the Golden Moment
award and the X-Factor
Excellence award went to
Basit Ahmad Bhat.

In Tuesday’s contest,
Athwas India XI will lock
horns against Aqua Kash-
mir Avengers FC at 7:00 PM.

day inaugurated the Inter-
District Provincial Level
Volleyball Tournament for
Boys Under-19 at the Sports
Stadium  Chrar-e-Sharief.
The event witnessed par-
ticipation from all 10 dis-
tricts of Kashmir.
Organised under guidance
of District Youth Services
and Sports Officer Budgam
Ghulam Hassan Lone, the
tournament aims to provide

The event marks yet an-
other milestone in DYSS
Budgam's continuous ef-
forts to promote youth en-
gagement through sports
and to identify budding
talent for higher levels of
competition.

The matches will con-
tinue over the coming days,
culminating in the final
showdown between the

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Depart-
ment of Youth Services and
Sports Anantnag organised
various events at District and
Zonal Level.

In Zone Bijbehara, the Inter-
School Zonal Level Kho-Kho
Tournament (U-17 Boys) con-
cluded at PM Shri Government
Middle School Pazalpora. Or-
ganised by the Zonal Physical
Education Office Bijbehara,
the tournament witnessed the
participation of around 50 stu-
dents from various High and
Higher Secondary Schools.
After intense competition,
Oxford High School Bijbehara
lifted the winners' trophy,
while HSS Marhama finished
as the runner-up.

Simultaneously, in Zone
Doru, the semi-final and
final matches of the U-14
Inter-School Cricket Tourna-
ment were held at Kabamarg
Playfield. A total of 64 players

across four teams participat-
ed in the tournament.

In the first semi-final,
Whiz Kids Larkipora de-
feated HS Shangran, while
Mehmoodabad edged past
HS Deheruna in the second
semi-final. The final clash be-
tween Whiz Kids Larkipora
and Mehmoodabad is cur-
rently underway.

At District Level, under the
supervision of experienced
mentors and Physical Educa-
tion experts, the coaching
camp of Kabaddi for AAG
Boys aimed at preparing se-
lected athletes for upcoming
interzonal and state-level
competitions. The coaching
sessions are being held in a
structured manner focus-
ing on physical conditioning,
technical drills, team coor-
dination, and tactical skills
in Kabaddi, the initiative is
being seen as a vital step to-
ward strengthening grass-
roots Sports.

damage.

Arshdeep, who is yet to feature in the series,
sustained an impact injury to his left thumb while
bowling in the nets during a training session in

Beckenham last week.

Marcus Rashford In Barcelona
To Complete Loan Move

arcelona’s already impressive front line is
about to be boosted by the signing of Marcus

Rashford.

Rashford is in Barcelona to complete a move
from Manchester United, a person with knowl-
edge of the transfer told The Associated Press on

Monday.

The person did not want to be named because
they were not authorized to speak about it publicly.
The loan deal would give the 27-year-old Eng-
land forward, once considered among Europe's top

talents, a chance to revive a career that stalled in
recent years after falling out of favor at United and
ending last season on loan at Aston Villa.

Spanish media said the one-year loan agreement
with United would give Barcelona an option to buy
Rashford for about 30 million euros ($35 million).

____________________________________

/
MIRAE ASSET Sharekhan

Achieve
financial freedom

Set up Systematic Investment Plans in
Exchange Traded Funds (Shariah Based ETF)

Contact: M | Securities - 9906518342 [ 9906684475
1, 10 Samad Complex, Ma Link Road, Srinagar, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, Srinagar - 190001




