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Rs 10,637 Cr Boost

J&K Bags
19 Major Road,
Tunnel Projects

Peer-Ki-Gali, Sadhana Tunnels
Among Key Projects Approved

——

Observer News Service

Srinagar:In a major infra-
structure push, the Central
Government has approved
19 significant road and tun-
nel projects worth 10,637
crore for the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir. The
move, part of the Ministry
of Road Transport and

o

Highways' action plan for
2025-26, includes the
construction and upgrada-
tion of 296 kilometres of
National Highways aimed
at improving connectivity,
troop mobility, and access
to remote and tourist areas.
Among the approved
works is the Peer-Ki-Gali
tunnel | More on P10

LG, CM Express Gratitude To LG

Narendra Modi and Minister for Road Transport and

LG Manoj Sinha has expressed gratitude to Prime Minister

Highways Nitin Gadkari for sanctioning Rs 10,637 crore
worth road and tunnel projects for the Union Territory.
“Extremely grateful to Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi Ji &
Hon'ble Union Minister for Road Transport

Pak Extends Airspace
Ban For Indian Aircraft

Agencies

Islamabad: Pakistan authorities
on Monday announced to ex-
tend the airspace ban on Indian
aircraft for another month.

The ban was initially imposed
on April 23 for one month in
the wake of tension between
the two countries following the
Pahalgam terrorist attack that
killed at least 26 people.

Later, it was extended for an-
other month on May 23, when
ties had deteriorated due to
the four day conflict as India

launched Operation Sindoor
on May 7 and destroyed ter-
ror infrastructure in territories
controlled by Pakistan.

According to a NOTAM, or
Notice to Airmen, issued by the
Pakistan Airports Authority,
the ban has been extended
from June 23 to July 23.

“Pakistan airspace not avail-
able for Indian registered air-
craft and aircraft operated/
owned or leased by Indian air-
lines/operators including mili-
tary flights,” it said.

India’s strikes | More on P10

Iran Retaliates, Pounds Largest US Base In Gulf
Tehran Says, Era of Hit and Run Is Over’

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Iranian armed forces
launched a missile barrage at
American military bases in
Qatar Monday night in a re-
taliatory operation a day after
[ranian nuclear sites were tar-
geted by US bombers.

Sirens were also heard in
Bahrain and Iraq which also
host US military bases.

The retaliatory strike —
codenamed “Annunciation of
Victory” — comes just one day
after US. President Donald
Trump ordered airstrikes on
Iran’s main nuclear facilities in
Natanz, Fordow, and Isfahan.
Iranian officials called the U.S.
attacks an “act of blatant mili-

retaliate forcefully.

In a statement released
Monday evening, Iran’s armed
forces said the missile strike
targeted Al Udeid Air Base, the
largest U.S. military installation

:".???
node in the Pentagon’s military
architecture across West Asia.
“Under the directive of the
Supreme National Security
Council and the command of
the Khatam al-Anbiya Central

tary aggression” and vowed to  in the Middle East and a critical

Headquarters, | More on P10

How Will
Gulf Crisis
Hit India’s
0il Security?

ny blocking or disruption of traffic
Athrough the Strait of Hormuz — a

narrow passage connecting the
Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea — will
have significant global and regional
impact, including India’s energy

Says J&K Attracted 328400 Cr in
Industrial Incentives in Just 2.5 Years

Observer News Service

Jammu: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Monday said
that employment generation,
entrepreneurship, and indus-
trial growth remain top pri-
orities for the Union Territory,
with investment projects
worth 45,000 crore already
completed or under imple-
mentation in Jammu and
Kashmir.

He made these remarks
while addressing the Mega Job

and employment, the LG said
the initiative would empower

Employment, Entrepreneurship, &
Education Top Priorities: LG

Recruitment Surge from Private
Sector a Boost for J&K Economy: LG

Fair 2025 organised by Cluster
University of Jammu in col-
laboration with Desh Bhagat
University Punjab, held at
Padma Shri Padma Sachdev
Government PG College for
Women, Gandhi Nagar.
Calling the job fair a sig-
nificant step toward bridging
the gap between education

youth to showcase their skills
and contribute meaningfully
to building a "Viksit Jammu
Kashmir and Viksit Bharat."
Highlighting recent reforms
under the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Lieutenant  Governor said
the government has focused
on aligning education with

security, strategic affairs experts said
on Sunday. Following the US bombing

of three major Iranian nuclear sites this
morning, Tehran has indicated that
closing the Strait of Hormuz for shipping
is one of the options | More on P10

industry needs, creating ro-
bust employment avenues,
and attracting private invest-
ment in the region.

“Our efforts since 2021 have
helped connect young job
seekers directly with employ-
ers,” he said, adding that the
presence of local companies
at the fair reflects the growing
momentum in industrialisa-
tion and trade in the UT.

He informed that under the
New Industrial Development
Scheme, industries in J&K
have availed 28,400 crore
worth of incentives in just two
and a half years. Investment
proposals worth 225,000 crore
are currently at various stag-
es, including 10,000 crore
worth of completed projects
that have begun production.
The remaining 15,000 crore
worth of | More on P10

Skylock: Iran-Israel War
Grounds Flights,
Reroutes The World

Trans Asia News

Bengaluru: A wave of
grounded flights, divert-
ed routes, and shuttered
airspaces has thrown
global aviation into dis-
array as the Iran-Israel
conflict explodes into a
full-blown regional crisis,
with U.S. military strikes
adding fuel to the fire.

From Tel Aviv to
Tehran, and across key
Gulf and Levantine skies,
commercial airlines have
been forced into emer-
gency mode, suspending
services and rerouting
aircraft to avoid a com-
bat zone that sits at the
crossroads of East and
West.

British Airways, Air

PAHALGAM ATTACK

France-KLM, Lufthansa,
Singapore Airlines,
American Airlines, and
United  Airlines are
among the global car-
riers to either cancel or
divert flights that typi-
cally pass through the re-
gion. Over the weekend,
British Airways rerouted
and canceled multiple
Gulf-bound flights, with
one Dubai-bound aircraft
forced to turn back to
Heathrow after entering
Egyptian airspace.

Lufthansa suspended
its routes to Tehran and
Tel Aviv and declared
it would avoid Iranian,
Iraqi, and Israeli airspace
altogether. Singapore
Airlines  paused its
Singapore | More on P10

Court Sends Two To
5-Day NIA Custody

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A local court in
Jammu on Monday granted a
five-day remand of two aleged
terror aides to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) in
connection with the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack that left
26 people, mostly tourists, dead
and 16 others injured.

The accused—Parvaiz Ahmad
Jothar, a resident of Batkote,
Pahalgam, and Bashir Ahmad
Jothar of Hill Park, Pahalgam—
were arrested by the NIA on

breakthrough in the ongoing
investigation.

According to the NIA, the two
men had knowingly harboured
the three armed terrorists who
carried out the brutal attack.
The militants, confirmed to be
Pakistani nationals affiliated
with the banned terrorist out-
fit Lashkar-e-Taiba, were given
shelter, food, and logistical sup-
port at a seasonal dhok (hut) in
Hill Park ahead of the incident.

The NIA further said that dur-
ing interrogation, the arrested
aides disclosed the identities
of the attackers and confirmed

Sunday in what officials de-

scribed as the first major  their | More on P10

NIA Flags day after arresting two persons accused

¥ =0 ‘ s of harbouring the terrorists involved in the
Spe?“Iat“’e April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, the National
Medla Investigation Agency (NIA) on Monday said it had
Reports taken note of certain media | More on P10

10-day Summer
Vacations
For Colleges

Summen

Observer News Service

Srinagar:The Jammu and
Kashmir Higher Education
Department has revised the
summer vacation schedule for
Government Degree Colleges
in the Kashmir Division.

As per the new order, vaca-
tions will now be observed
from June 24 toJuly 3,2025, in-
stead of the earlier announced
dates of July 15 to July 24.

This change has been
made through | More on P10

Heatwave Alert: Srinagar May Touch 36°C Today

Rain, Thunderstorms

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar is expected
to witness the hottest day of
the season on Tuesday, with
maximum temperatures likely
to touch 35-36°C. The entire
Kashmir Valley is currently un-
der a heatwave alert, with hot
and humid conditions forecast
to continue throughout the day.
Independent weather forecaster
Aadil Magbool has predicted
that Srinagar may record a max-
imum of 36°C, making it the
season’s peak so far.

However, a major shift in
weather conditions is expected
from Wednesday. According to
the Meteorological Department,
intermittent spells of light to
moderate rain and thunder-
showers are likely across many
parts of Kashmir starting June

—

A

Expected in J&K From June 25

TR

Srinagar: 34.6°C % Kupwara*33.5°C

Qazigund: 33.4°C
Pahalgam: 28.8°C

25. Director of the MeT depart-
ment, Dr Mukhtar Ahmad, said
that the rain activity is expected
to continue till June 27, with the
possibility of heavy showers at
isolated places in the Jammu

Kokernag: 32.6°C
Gulmarg: 25.2°C

division.

Between June 28 and 30, the
department forecasts intermit-
tent rain and thundershowers at
scattered places. A similar pat-
tern is expected | More on P10

Suspected GPS Interference
Air India Express Delhi-
Jammu Flight Returns Mid-Air

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: An Air India
Express flight from Delhi to
Srinagar via Jammu returned
to its origin airport before
landing here on Monday af-
ternoon, officials said.

A spokesman of the air-
line said the flight returned
to Delhi as a precautionary
measure following a suspect-
ed “GPS interference” and an
alternative aircraft was later
provided to the passengers to
reach their destination.

The officials said that
the flight IX-2564 was sup-
posed to land in Jammu
around noon before leaving
for Srinagar, but it hovered
over the Jammu airport for

sometime before its pilot de-
cided to return to Delhi with-
out landing.

The weather and the run-
way were clear, but it seems
the pilot could not find an ap-
propriate landing area, they
said.

“Our Delhi-Jammu flight
returned to Delhi as a pre-
cautionary measure follow-
ing a suspected GPS interfer-
ence incident. Subsequently,
an alternative flight was
organised to connect guests
to Jammu,” said an Air India
Express spokesperson.

“We regret the inconve-
nience caused. Instances of
GPS signal interference have
been reported by operators
while | More on P10

JKTDC Board
Reconstituted;
CM To Head

Agencies

Srinagar: The Government of
Jammu and Kashmir has an-
nounced the re-constitution
of the Board of Directors of the
Jammu and Kashmir Tourism
Development Corporation
Limited (JKTDC).

According to a Government
Order issued by the General
Administration Department,
the Hon'ble Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir will serve
as the Chairman, while the
Hon’ble Minister In-Charge of
the Tourism Department will
be the Vice-Chairman.

The re-constituted Board
will comprise the Chief
Secretary, Advisors to the
Hon'ble  Chief  Minister,
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Hon'’ble | More on P10

48,000 Heatstroke Cases, Glaciers Vanishing
Asia Is Warming Twice As Fast As The World — 2024 Was A Tipping Point

Press Trust Of India Sea levels rose faster than
the global average on both the
Pacific and Indian Ocean sides
of Asia, increasing risks for low-
lying coastal areas, the World
Meteorological Organization
(WMO) said.

Reduced winter snowfall and
extreme summer heat severely
affected glaciers.

In the central Himalayas and
Tian Shan, 23 out of 24 glaciers
lost mass. This has increased the
risk of disasters like glacial lake
outburst floods and landslides
and poses a long-term threat to

leased on Monday.

The sea surface in Asia is
also warming at nearly double
the global average over the
past decades, said the World
Meteorological ~— Organization’s
“State of the Climate in Asia in
2024” report.

“In the two most recent sub-
periods (1961-1990 and 1991-
2024), Asia, the continent with
the largest land mass, extending
to the Arctic, has warmed faster
than the global land and ocean
average,” the report said.

In 2024, the

temperature in Asia was about
1.04 degrees Celsius above the
1991-2020 average, making it
either the warmest or second
warmest year on record, depend-
ing on the dataset.

Many parts of the region saw
extreme heat events this year.

Prolonged heatwaves hit East
Asia from April to November.
Japan, the Republic of Korea and
China broke monthly average
temperature records repeatedly.

India reported nearly 48,000
cases of heatstroke and 159 deaths
due to extreme heat in 2024.

water security.

Extreme rainfall caused severe
damage and heavy loss of life in
several countries, while tropical
cyclones brought destruction.
Droughts caused major economic
and agricultural losses.

“The State of the Climate in Asia
report highlights the changes in
key climate indicators such as sur-
face temperature, glacier mass and
sea level, which will have major
repercussions for societies, econo-
mies and ecosystems in the region.
Extreme weather is already exact-
ingan | More on P10

New Delhi: Asia, the largest con-
tinent in the world with around
60 per cent of the global popula-
tion, is now warming nearly
twice as fast as

#= the global av-
i._ erage, ac-

= cording to
; a report
re-

average
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IIT Guwahati Develops Mechanism To Treat
1,000 Litre Contaminated Water For Rs 20

Press Trust Of India

esearchers at Indian Institute
of Technology (PTI), Guwahati,
have developed a low-cost
community scale water treat-
ment system that removes fluoride
and iron from groundwater and can
treat up to 20,000 litre of contaminat-
ed water per day, officials said.
The findings of the research have
been published in the prestigious
ACS ES&T Water journal.
The researchers claimed the system
was highly affordable and could
treat 1,000 litre of water at a paltry
Rs 20.
According to Mihir Kumar Purkait,
Professor at Department of Chemi-
cal Engineering, IIT Guwahati, fluo-
ride, a mineral generally used in
dental care products, pesticides, fer-
tilisers and some industrial process-
es, can enter groundwater either
naturally or through human activi-
ties such as agriculture and manufac-
turing.
"Consumption of water with excess
fluoride presence can lead to skeletal-
fluorosis, a serious health condition
in which bones harden and joints
become stiff, making physical move-
ment difficult and painful. In India,
states including Rajasthan, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Haryana,
and Gujarat, among others, face high
levels of fluoride in groundwater,”

Purkait said.

The IIT Guwahati research team devel-
oped a four-step system that ensures
a cost-effective and energy-efficient
technology for contaminated water
treatment.

Purkait said the hydrogen and oxygen
bubbles produced during electrolysis
interact with air bubbles, assisting in
lifting pollutant particles to the surface.
The selection of electrode material

depends on factors like low cost, low
oxidation potential and high electro-
positivity after dissolution.

"Among available options, aluminum
has proven highly effective, particu-
larly in the removal of iron, arsenic,
and fluoride under optimal operation-
al conditions," he said.

The research team tested the devel-
oped system under real-world condi-
tions for 12 weeks and recorded con-
sistent performance.

The results have shown removal of 94

per cent iron and 89 per cent fluoride
from the wastewater, bringing the
levels within safe limits set by Indian
standards.

"A key feature of the developed sys-
tem is its cost effectiveness, with Rs 20
per 1,000 liters of treated water, mak-
ing it highly affordable. The developed
technology requires minimal supervi-
sion and has a projected lifespan of
15 years with electrode replacement
scheduled every six months," he
said.

The study proposes a method to es-
timate electrode life using a built-in
safety factor to ensure timely main-
tenance.

As a pilot project, in support with
the Public Health Engineering De-
partment of Assam, the developed
technology has been successfully
installed by Kakati Engineering Pvt
Ltd in Changsari, Assam.

"We are also exploring the use of
solar or wind power to operate the
unit and to utilise the hydrogen gas
generated during electrocoagulation
process. By integrating smart tech-
nologies such as real-time sensors and
automated controls, we will be able
to further reduce the need for manual
intervention, making the system more
effective for remote and underserved
areas," he said.

The research team also aims to com-
bine the current system with other
water treatment methods to enhance
performance and provide a decentral-
ised water treatment solution.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in Birth Certifi-
cate of my son the name is entered as MOHAMMAD MOHSIN
LONE while his actual name is MOHAMMAD AFAN LONE. Now
i want its correction, in this regard if anybody having any ob-
jection may contact EXECUTIVE OFFICER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
BUDGAM with in a period of seven days. No objection shall be

NOTICE

The electricity connection with consumer ID 0204040030661
& Installation No. 8219742378 registered in the Name of
Mohammad Yaseen Beigh S/o Ghulam Nabi Beigh R/o Bilal
Colony Soura, Srinagar is to be transferred in the Name of
Mohammad Muzaffar Beigh S/0 Mohammad Yaseen Beigh R/o
Bilal Colony Soura, Srinagar.Objections, if any, to the same

entertained after that. must reach Electric Division II. (Khanyar) & Electric Sub
FAROOQ AHMAD LONE .Division. (Hawal), maximum within a week from the date of its
F/0 MOHAMMAD AFAN LONE publication. Media Line Ads
R/0 HUROO BUDGAM mch

CELL.7006990727

No:-ACF/KUL/2025-26/92-94
DIPK-2853/25
Dated: 23/06/2025.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Food & Drugs Administration, Kulgam

Subject: Prohibition on Sale of Turmeric Powder (Goldie).

ORDER

Office of the Assistant Commissioner / Designated Officer, Food Safety

Whereas, the Food Safety Officer, Kulgam has procured a sample of Turmeric Powder (Goldy), bearing Batch No. 831, packed by M/s.
Shubham Goldiee Masale Pvt Ltd, H.O: Goldiee House, 194-B, Industrial Estate, Dada Nagar, Kanpur-208022 (UP) India.

And whereas, the Food Analyst, National Food Laboratory, Ghaziabad, vide report No. JK-124/JUN/25-JK/173, dated 06-06-2025, has
declared the said sample to be unsafe, due to the presence of water-soluble synthetic colors Tartrazine and Sunset Yellow FCF.
Whereas, consumption of such adulterated and non-conforming products may pose serious health risks to the public;

And whereas, the manufacture, packaging, and sale of unsafe food products is prohibited under Section 3 (1) (zz) (v) (vii) of the Food
Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (FSSA, 2006);
Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred under Section 36(3)(b) of the FSSA, 2006, and in the interest of public health, I, Syed
Nighat Hassan, Designated Officer, Food Safety Kulgam, hereby prohibit the sale, distribution, and storage of the said food product in
District Kulgam with immediate effect, until further order.

Office of the Advocate S.Nishter Ahmad,
Asma Rashid & Associates.

Caveat Notice

Be it known to the public at large and all interested persons
having the locus to file any Original Writ Petition (OWP), Ap-
peal, or any other legal proceedings before the Hon’ble High
Court, District Court, or any other Court of competent jurisdic-
tion against the Caveators — that the Caveators are filing the
present Caveat Petition to ensure that no ex parte interim or-
ders are passed without affording them an opportunity of be-
ing heard.

In the event that any such legal proceedings are initiated, the
undersigned Caveators respectfully request that due notice be
served upon them prior to the passing of any orders that may
adversely affect their rights or interests.

Caveators:

1. Syed Mohsin Ali, S/o Syed Waijid Ali, R/o Shari Bhatt,
Alamgari Bazar, Srinagar, J&K.

2. Syed Wajid Ali, S/o Late Aga Syed Altaf, R/o Shari
Bhatt, Srinagar, J&K.

This Caveat specifically pertains to any proceedings including
but not limited to Criminal Revisions or Appeals related to the
Caveators at Srinagar.

SD/

S.Nishter Ahmad,

bko Asma Rashid & Ass.
Law Firm, Chamber No.8, High Court, Srinagar.

Dated: 23/06/2025

PUBLICNOTICE

My name and date of birth have been incorrectly mentioned
in the passport bearing Passport No.: 50200256 as Aiyaan
Bashir, D.0.B; 06-02-2010.
The correct particulars are: Ayaan Bashir Mir, D.0.B: 10-07-2011.
| have now applied for re-issue of passport with the correct de-
tails.
If anyone has any objection to this correction, they may file the
same in the office of the Regional Passport Officer, Srinagar,
within seven days from the date of this notice. No objections
will be entertained thereafter.
Name: AYAAN BASHIR MIR
S/0:BASHIR AHMAD MIR
R/0: Khundoora, Achabal, Shangus, Anantnag

iko

{é}\ UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR, SRINAGAR

(NAAC Accredited Grade "A+") B

4
RESULT NOTIFICATION 8 E
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

*la ped
Wajahat Waseem Tantary S/o Mohd Ayoub Tantary )

bearing University Registration No. 59064-ANG-2009 i M‘
who pursued Ph.D Programme on Whole Time basis in the discipline of
Biotechnology, Centre for Interdisciplinary Research & Innovations
(CIRI), School of Biological Sciences submitted thesis titled "Dissecting
the role of RNA binding protein Vgl1 in genome stability" under the
Supervision of Dr. Mohd Altaf Bhat, Assistant Professor, Centre for
Interdisciplinary Research & Innovations (CIRI), University of Kashmir,
Srinagar is declared qualified for the award of Ph.D degree on 13-05-2025.

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

Subject: Application

NAZIR AHMAD S/0, : MOHD AKBAR NAJAR R/0: AUTHOORA
RESHIPORA, Tehsil Kreeri for the issuance of OBC (Other
Backward Classes) in his/her/their favor.

PUBLICNOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted
the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of
0BC. In this connection, a report of patwari halga concerned
has been sought which reveals that the applicant is currently
residing in the village Authoora Reshipora of Tehsil Kreeri and
belongs to the OBC community having an annual income of
Rs. 90,000/-. The details of the family of the applicant are as
follows:

S. Nameof Relationship |Age |Occupation |Annual
No [the Family  |with the Ap- Income
| Member plicant
01 |Nazir Ahmad |Self 38 [Labour
02 |Zahida Nazir |Wife 35 |House Wife
03 Muazzam Son 9 Student
Nazir Najar
04 Banafsha Daughter 5 Student
Nazir
05 |Mohd Akbar |Father 75 |Carpenter
Najar
06 Zoona Begum [Mother 70 House Wife

Therefore, through this Public Notice, objections are being
sought from the public. If any person has any objection, he/
she can submit their objections in the office of the undersigned
within 07 days (Seven days) positively from the date the notice
has been published. No objection shall be entertained after the

Designated Officer
(Assistant Commissioner, Food Safety,
Kulgam

Email ID: rbdivisionawantipora@gmail.com [ I

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
(R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

E-NIT No. Fresh-17/EEA/R&B of 2025-26/1659-69 Dated:21/06/2025

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of J&K Expression of Interest(EOI) are invited from approved and eligible
Bidders as per Instruction to Bidder (ITB) and Terms of Reference at Annexure-I. The Bidder (Firm/Consultant/Agency/Company)
should have the eligibility as per Annexure-Il under Eligibility Criteria for each of the following works:-

stipulated time period.

Sd/ Assistant Controller of Examinations Sd/ Dr. Majid Zaman

Controller of Examinations fko

Naib Tehsildar
Date: 23/06/15

(Secrecy)

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION PAHALGAM.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (Short term)
eNIT NO 300F RnB/Pahalgam/2025-26DATED 23-06-2025

For and on behalf of theLt. Governor. Union Territory of J&Ke-tenders are invited on percentage basisbasis from approved
and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the
following works:-

S.No Name of Work

Estimated Cost (Rs inCost of T/Earnest MoneyTime of Comple-Class of

in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury
Challan / Receipt) (Refer Govt. order No. 0.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the
date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and the bidders residing Outside UT of J&K can submit DD of any nationalized bank
in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora the cost of tender document fee is non refundable.

If MSE firm is registered with NSIC (National Small Industries Corporation) agencies for tendered item then they are ex-
empted for submission of EMD & Tender Cost.
If MSE’s who are interested in availing these benefits will have to enclosed with their offer the proof of their beings MSE’s registered
with any of the above mentioned agencies.

2. All Bidders shall to quote the rates in BOQ including GST.

3. All the Bidders have to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the Circular of Finance De-
partment (Bid security Declaration Form is as per Annexure “A” below).

4, The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR

within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of work.
All other terms and conditions shall be available in website www.jktenders.gov.in.

Sd/-
DIPK-2824/25 Executive Engineer,
dated: 23-06-2025 R&B Division Awantipora

; ; ; Lacs) Doc. (inRs) /(InRs) tio n(Days) Contractor
S.No Name of Work Cost of the Project Estimated Cost for| Cost of T/ | Time of Type of Consul- 01. |Restoration of road from/Adv. Cost=f 12.93 Amount/600 25860 30 B,C&D
(Rs_ inLacs) for  the Architectural |Doc. (inRs) [completion tancy Mammal to Shikargahwithout GST= Rs 10.96
which Consultancy Engg. & Consul- . .
is Required as Adv. ttancy (Rs in Lacs) Gujarbasti (Pahalgam) byGST amount=rs1.97
cost way of WBM
. Providing Consultancy and other allied 65.29 0.40 200/- 10 Days Architectural/
services with all working drawings Structural Con- Project Authority: -PWD (R&B)
(Digital Layout Plan, /BOQ,Structural, sultancy with Soil Authorization accorded :- Accorded.
Architectural Design, ) and Conducting Testing . .
of all required soil investigations for Con- Major head of account:-3054 (023 M&R)
struction of two numbers of entry points
at Sampora Near EDI and near Central The NITConsisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms-and
Silk Board Galander Pampore conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in
Position of AAA = Accorded vide No: MCP/W/005 of 2025 Dated: 08.02.2025. as per schedule of dates given below:
Position of Funds = Committed S. No. |Particulars Dated
MajorHead = FC-Grants (MC_Pampore) 1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 23-06-2025
L I o — i . 2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents  |From 23-06-2025 (10:00AM)
1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms- and To 28-06-2025 (04:00PM)
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per sched- 3 Bid submission Start Date From 23-06-2025 (10:00AM)
ule of dates given below: 4 Bid Submission End Date To 28-06-2025  |(04:00PM)
S.  [|Particulars Dated 5 Date and time of opening of bid (online) 30-06-2025 (11:00 AM)
No. In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Pahal-
I Date of Issue of Tender Notice 21-06-2025 am
2 Pgriod of po_wnlgading of bidder documents From 21-06-2025 *
2 Ejiﬂ ;ﬂ%’,ﬂ;ﬂig’;if,agtng‘;‘;e 1F-cr,°m %]3'_00%'_22%22% (04:00PM) 1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH-
5 |Date and time of opening of bid (online) i 04-07-2025 (12.00 PM) _ 0059 PWD in favor of Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Pahalgam(Tender inviting Authority) (NIT No. and Name
Inthe office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Awantipora | of Work/Item No. to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt( For single No of work in NIT, Name of work/Item
1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan/ Receipt(Under MH- 0059 PWD) No is not mandatory)( (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission

End Date) and eMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape ofCDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division
Pahalgam(Tender receiving Authority).(The Date of EMD{CDR/FDR} should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid
Submission End Date.

2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of
CDR/FDR.Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.
3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Perfor-

mance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR in favour ofExecutive Engineer R&B Division Pahalgam (Tender receiving au-
thority) within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall be released 60 days after successful completion of Defect
Liability Period(DLP) of the work. Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1as non-responsive and case
for debarring of the Contractorfor a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.

51. All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.

Sd/=
DIPK-2832/25 Executive Engineer PWD
dated: 23-06-2025 ( R&B) Division Pahalgam
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Soura Resident Sentenced To
Jail For Forgery & Cheatmg

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Nearly two de-
cades after a fraudulent
attempt to secure a gov-
ernment contract through
deceit, the Court of City
Judge (Judicial Magistrate
1st Class), Srinagar, has con-
victed a Soura resident for
forgery, cheating, and crimi-
nal intent.

According to KNT, the
court found Sagib Faheem
Kachroo, son of Mohammad
Ashraf Kachroo, a resident of
Bohlochipora Soura, guilty
in FIR No. 48/2004 registered
by Crime Branch Kashmir
under sections 511, 420, 468,
471, and 201 of the Ranbir
Penal Code (RPC). The case
stems from a complaint filed
by the Directorate of School
Education Kashmir, which
had in November 2003 invit-
ed tenders for the supply of
science materials for chem-
istry from 1SOJfISI-certified
manufacturers and dealers.

During the tender scru-
tiny process, a local SSI unit,
M/s Marinex Chemie, based
near Gole Masjid in Soura,
submitted an 1SO-9000 cer-
tificate allegedly issued from
Rotherdam, the Netherlands.
However, upon verification,
the document was found to
be fake—an intentional act

to mislead authorities and
fraudulently win the govern-
ment tender.

A preliminary enquiry
launched by the Crime Branch
confirmed the forgery, re-
vealing that Sagib Faheem
Kachroo had knowingly sub-
mitted the fake certificate in
a deliberate attempt to cheat
the department. Following
this, FIR No. 48/2004 was
registered, and after detailed
investigation, a charge-sheet
was presented before the
court on July 22, 2008.

In its final judgment, the
Hon'ble Court sentenced
the accused to two years of
simple imprisonment and a
fine of Rs 5,000 each under
Sections 420, 468, and 471
RPC, and one year of simple
imprisonment with a fine
of Rs 5,000 under Section
511 RPC. The court further
ruled that all sentences shall
run concurrently, and in the
event of default in paying the
fines, the convict shall face
an additional six months of
simple imprisonment.

Drain Completed 9 Months
Ago, But Road Left in Shambles

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Despite the
completion of a drainage
project nine months ago,
Lane 6 of Acha Bagh, Mala
Bagh near Masjid Ibrahim in
Srinagar continues to suffer
due to the non-repair of the
road, leaving residents frus-
trated and helpless.

According to KNT, the drain
construction, part of a long-
pending civic infrastructure
upgrade, was reportedly com-
pleted in September 2024, but
since then, the road surface
has been left dug up and unat-
tended. Residents say they are
forced to navigate through un-
even, muddy, and often water-
logged terrain on a daily basis.

"This is not just an inconve-
nience anymore, it's a hazard,”
said a local resident. "Children,
the elderly, and even ambu-
lances struggle to pass through
this neglected lane. We have
made repeated appeals to the
authorities, but there has been
no response so far"

The damaged road surface
is not only affecting pedes-
trians but also making it
nearly impossible for vehi-
cles to pass without damage,
especially during rains when
the stretch becomes slippery
and water-filled.

People in the locality
are questioning the lack of
coordination between de-
partments, pointing out
how development works
are often left incomplete or
poorly followed up in urban
Srinagar. "Why complete a
drain if you're going to leave
the road worse than before?”
another resident asked.

The situation near Masjid
Ibrahim, a key landmark in
the area, has also become a
source of embarrassment for
the people, especially dur-
ing congregational prayers
when footfall increases.

Locals have appealed to
authorities to immediately
intervene and complete the
blacktopping and repair work
without any further delay.

DC Reviews Progress On
Implementation Of Mission Yuva

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: [n order to re-
view the progress on the
implementation of Mission
Yuva , a meeting was held
here under the chairmanship
of Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo.

The meeting was attended
by Chief Planning Officer, Fay-
az Ahmad Dar, General Man-
ager DIC, Hamida Akhtar, SDM
West, Irfan Bahadur, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue, Umar
Gulzar, Deputy Director Em-
ployment, Dr. Sheeba, DSEOQ,
Shah Ismail Bangroo, Purnima
Kakru from NABARD, LDM,
Nilofer Jan and Officers from
EDI, NABARD, NRLM, Agri-
culture and other concerned
Departments.

At the outset, the Deputy
Commissioner took a de-
tailed appraisal of the key
activities in implementation
of the Mission Yuva initia-
tive in Srinagar District since
its inception aimed at en-
suring proper handholding
and accessible support for
aspiring youth to promote
entrepreneurship and self-
employment ecosystem in
the District.

On the occasion, the DC
stressed on conducting an im-
pactful awareness campaign
for one weekin all Gram Pan-

chayats to identify and cover
the eligible youth under the
initiative. Similarly, the DC
asked for launching a compre-
hensive IEC campaign in all
Municipal Wards in the next 2
weeks under the scheme.

The DC underscored the
importance of seamless co-
ordination among various
Departments for effective im-
plementation of the scheme.
He set a clear timeline for ver-
ification of the applications,
DPR formulations and si-
multaneous uploading of the
cases on the designated por-
tal by the respective Depart-
ment. The DC emphasized
conducting DLIC meetings on
a weekly basis for approval
of the cases with timely dis-
bursement by the Banks.

Stressing adherence to the
scheme’s guidelines in letter
and spirit, the DC highlighted
the importance of continuous
monitoring to enhance the
initiative’s impact and fos-
ter a vibrant entrepreneurial
ecosystem in Srinagar. He
emphasized that the initia-
tive represents a vital step
towards boosting self-em-
ployment and entrepreneur-
ship and highlighted the role
of the line Departments in
facilitating entrepreneurship,
business development, and
financial linkages.
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Chief Secretary Stresses
Timely Upgradation Of

Services At SKIMS

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a high-level meeting
convened on Monday Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo had a comprehen-
sive review of the functioning of the
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical
Sciences (SKIMS), Soura.

Present in the meeting were
Secretary, Health & Medical Edu-
cation (H&ME); Secretary, Public
Works Department (PWD); Direc-
tor, SKIMS; Principal, SKIMS Medi-
cal College; Chief Engineer (Central),
R&B and other key officers from the
Health department.

The Chief Secretary articulated a
clear vision for the future of SKIMS,
stressing the imperative to exert ev-
ery effort to expand the academic
offerings as per the commitments
made by S5KIMS administration. He
specifically called for rapid addition
of seats to specialization courses,
with a particular focus on the pro-
posed 44 DM/ MCH courses and a
substantial increase of 130 MD/MS/
PGD seats across 16 critical spe-
cialities. He asked to ensure these
expanded opportunities are avail-
able to students as early as the next
academic year.

Beyond academics, the Chief
Secretary strongly urged the hos-
pital administration to undertake
a significant overhaul and upgrade
of services in both the Emergency
and OQutpatient Department (OPD)
sections, He asked for submission
of high-impact proposals detailing
plans for augmenting the infrastruc-
ture in these critical patient care
areas, aimed at providing a much
better experience and outcomes for
the patients.

Dulloo asked the officers to en-
sure that the Liver Transplant Unit
becomes fully functional by the
end of this calendar year, a crucial
step in advanced medical care for
the region. He also advised the ad-
ministration to develop and present

- CSATALDULLOO
' URGED THE
HOSPITAL
ADMINISTRATION
to undertake a
significant overhaul
and upgrade of
services in both
the Emergency
and Outpatient
Department (OPD)
sections.

proposals for establishment of other
such specialized units, clearly out-
lining their anticipated outcomes
and the tangible benefits they would
bring to patient care at SKIMS.

Addressing the vital aspect of hu-
man resources, the Chief Secretary me-
ticulously reviewed the current faculty
and staff positions within the college,
paying close attention to those vacan-
cies that have been referred to various
recruitment agencies for filling. He di-
rected the Health department to take
up the issue of filling these vacant posts
on a priority basis with the respective
recruiting agencies.

He emphasized the institute's
core objective of carrying out qual-
ity medical research. In this context,
he specifically highlighted the need
for research into the reasons be-
hind the observed high prevalence
of cancer in the region compared to
past trends.

Secretary, H&ME, Dr. Syed Abid
Rashid Shah, presented a compre-
hensive update on the status of
faculty recruitment and the cur-
rent positions of paramedical staff.
He informed the meeting that a
significant step forward had been
taken with the revival of 105 fac-
ulty positions at SKIMS, which have

subsequently been forwarded to the
Public Service Commission for expe-
diting recruitment against them.,

The Secretary highlighted the
achievement of finalization of re-
cruitment rules for all non-gazetted
posts across every medical college
in the region, a crucial regulatory
framework that had been pending
for decades.

Director, SKIMS, Dr. Mohammed
Ashraf Ganie, presented an over-
arching picture of the institution's
functioning and the vast array of ser-
vices it offers. He recounted SKIMS's
impressive journey of growth and
transformation since its establish-
ment in 1982, when it began with a
modest capacity of just 500 beds.

Dr. Ganie elucidated upon vari-
ous measures taken by the institute
in adherence to earlier directives is-
sued by the Chief Secretary. He de-
tailed the ambitious expansion plans
of the institution aimed at achieving
unparalleled excellence in advanc-
ing medical care throughout the re-
gion. He further informed the meet-
ing about significant investments in
medical technology, revealing that
the institute had procured machines
worth approximately Rs 94 crore
in the past year alone, a substantial
boost to its existing machinery to
enhance patient care capabilities.

The Director SKIMS also pro-
vided insights into the institution's
forward-looking proposals to sub-
stantially enhance the capacity of
both the medical college and hospi-
tal. These included establishment of
new Centres of Excellence in critical
areas such as Cancer Care and organ
transplant, alongside the develop-
ment of futuristic departments
dedicated to areas like Clinical Re-
search, Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
Medicine and Medical Health. He
highlighted plans for developing an
IT-based structured referral system
to streamline patient flow and im-
prove efficiency.

Status Of Rooftop Solar Installations Reviewed

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy
Commissioner(DC) Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo Monday chaired a meeting
of Engineers of KPDCL here at the
Meeting Hall of DC Office Complex
to review the status and progress
of installation of Solar Rooftops un-
der PM Surya Ghar-Muft Bijli Yojna
(PMSGMBY).

Besides Chief Planning Officer,
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, the meeting was

/

attended by Executive Engineers,
AEEs & |Es of KPDCL, Lead District
Manager( Banks) and other Officers
of Kashmir Power Distribution Cor-
poration Limited (KPDCL).

At the outset, the DC took a first-
hand appraisal of the progress made
in installation of Solar Rooftops under
PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana in all
4 Electric Divisions of the District.

On the occasion, the DC empha-
sized the benefits of PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli scheme and urged KPDCL

R GLEROS

functionaries to generate awareness
among the people about the benefits
of installing Rooftop Solar plants un-
der PM Surya Ghar-Muft Bijli Yojna.

The DC said that the scheme must
be implemented in the district in
such a way that we ensure scheme
benefits percolate down to the com-
mon public throughout Srinagar.

The DC stressed on the coordinat-
ed efforts by the KPDCL Engineers to
accelerate the pace and progress in
the scheme implementation.
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«  PCR:0194-2452092,2455883
PDD: 0194-2450213
FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155
- CAPD:18001807011
+  SMCHEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 9484100200

AIRPORTS
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+  PAMPORE: 01933-294132
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Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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This Day In History

451 - 10th recorded perihelion passage of Halley's

Comet

843 - Vikings destroy Nantes

972 - Battle of Cedynia, the first documented victory of

Paolish forces; Mieszko | of Poland decisively defeated

Odo | of Lusatia

1128 - Afonso | of Portugal defeats army of his mother

Theresa

1314 - Battle of Bannockburn; Scotland regains

independence from England

1396 - Crusaders under Earl of Nevers reach Vienna

1397 - Sultan Bajezid | releases captured crusaders

for ransom

1529 - Ziirich and Catholic cantons sign Peace of

Kappel

1658 - French fleet recaptures Duinkerk

1662 - Dutch invasion of Macau repulsed (Macau Day)
1795- US & Great Britain sign Jay Treaty, 1st US

extradition treaty

1812-Napoleon Bonaparte&#39;s forces invade Russia

crossing the Neman River

1866 -Second Battle at Custozza: the Austrian Imperial

army, joined by the Venetian Army

decisively defeated the Italian army, despite the

Italians&#39; strong numerical advantage.

1898- American troops drive Spanish forces from La

Guasimas, Cuba

1917 -Russian Black Sea fleet mutinies at Sebastopol

1922 -Adolf Hitler begins a month long prison sentence

for paramilitary operations; he rails

against the &#39;Jewish sell-out&#39; of Germany to

the Bolsheviks

1930- 1st radar detection of planes, Anacostia DC

1931- USSR &amp; Afghanistan sign neutrality treaty

1932- Coup ends absolute monarchy in Thailand

I1|940- France signs an armistice with Italy during WW

1942- Africa Korps invades Egypt

1943- Allies begin 10-day bombing on Hamburg
1961-Iraq demands dominion over Kuwait

1966 -Period of relative peace following WW Il exceeds
that following WW 1

1975- Moon tremor perceived (hit by Taurid meteors)
1982- Soyuz T-6 Launch (USSR)

1983- 7th Space Shuttle Mission-Challenger 2 lands at
Edwards AFB

1985-18th Space Shuttle Mission (51-G)-Discovery 5
returns to Earth

1997- USAF reports Roswell &#39;space aliens&#39;
were dummies

2012 -Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim Brotherhood
becomes President of Egypt

2014- Rebels in Ukraine have agreed to a ceasefire
2016- British Prime Minister David Cameron resigns
after the UK votes to leave the EU

2017- UN states Yemen cholera epidemic reached
200,000 cases, with 1,300 deaths. Worst cholera
outbreak anywhere in the world.

2017- World record for highest altitude football match
ever played at 18,799ft on Mount Kilimanjaro by
women's international team

2018 - Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan wins
second term with president's AK Party winning 42%
parliamentary votes

2018- Women drive for the first time in Saudi Arabia
after ban is lifted

2019- US President Donald Trump imposes sanctions
on lran, targeted at Iran's Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei in response to the shooting down of a US
drone

2020- Russia celebrates its victory 75 years ago over
Nazi Germany with huge military parade through
Red Square in Moscow (delayed from May 9 due to
pandemic)

2020- World Monetary fund predicts a deeper global
recession with contraction of 4.9% (down from 3%),
noting 2/3 of all countries used 11 trillion to support
their economies

2023- Wagner Group mercenaries led by Yevgeny
Prigozhin rebel against Vladimir Putin’s government,
march towards Moscow, only a last minute deal by
Aleksander Lukashenko gets them to stand down and
move to Belarus

2024- Flooding across the US's Midwest affects 3
million people in Minnesota, lowa, South Dakota and
Nebraska, including completely cutting off Spencer,
lowa [1]
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Tharoor A

pplauds

Modi’s Global
Dynamism, India’s Unity

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi; Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's energy, dy-
namism and willingness to
engage remains a "prime as-
set" for India on the global
stage but deserves greater
backing, Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor said on Monday, in
remarks that are likely to irk
his party and widen the grow-
ing cracks in his ties with its
leadership.

Tharoor's praise for the
prime minister comes at a
time when the Congress has
been consistently attacking

the Modi government over its
foreign policy, alleging that
Indian diplomacy is being
"shattered" and the country
stands "isolated" globally.

In an article published in
The Hindu, Tharoor said the
diplomatic outreach follow-
ing "Operation Sindoor" was
a moment of national resolve
and effective communication.

"Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's energy, dynamism
and willingness to engage
remains a prime asset for In-
dia on the global stage but de-

serves greater backing.

Video Player is loading.
This is a modal window.The
media could not be loaded,
either because the server or
network failed or because the
format is not supported.

"The diplomatic outreach
following 'Operation Sindoor'
was a moment of national
resolve and effective com-
munication. It affirmed that
India, when united, can proj-
ect its voice with clarity and
conviction on international
platforms," said the Congress
leader, who led a multi-party
delegation to the US and four
other countries to convey In-
dia's stand following the Pa-
halgam terror attack and the
military operation.

Tharoor said the lessons
learned -- the power of unity,
the efficacy of clear communi-
cation, the strategic value of
soft power and the imperative
of sustained public diplomacy
-- will undoubtedly serve as
guiding principles as India
navigates an increasingly
complex international land-
scape, leveraging its three
Ts -- tech, trade and tradition
-- and always striving for a
more just, secure, and pros-
perous world.

In his article, Tharoor said
the aftermath of the April 22,
2025, Pahalgam terror attack
and India’s resolute response
through 'Operation Sindoor'
presented a critical juncture
for the nation’s foreign policy.

Second batch of 443
Indians leave from Israel
through Jordan, Egypt

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The second batch
of evacuation of Indian na-
tionals from Israel on Mon-
day saw two groups of 175
and 268 people leave through
Israel's border with Jordan
and Egypt, taking the total
number of Indians taken out
of the war-torn country to 603
in two days.

The first batch of 160 people
left for Jordan on Sunday from
where they had boarded the
flight today by 2:15 pm local
time, an evacuee onboard the
flight told PTI before departure.

The 443 people who crossed
the Israeli border on Monday
would be taking two separate
flights from Jordan and Egypt
arranged by the Ministry of
External Affairs in coordina-
tion with the Indian missions
in those countries.

The complex and tightly-
coordinated effort between
New Delhi and the three mis-
sions has brought a huge re-
lief to Indians in Israel con-
stantly grappling with sounds
of sirens and frequently tak-
ing cover in bunkers and for-
tified safe rooms from incom-
ing missiles and drones fired
from Iran.

Sensing the urgency of
the situation, the Embassy of

India in Tel Aviv had set up a
24x7 Control Room during the
past week to oversee all facets
of the evacuation effort.

The Control Room issued
advisories as per the evolv-
ing situation, directed Indian
nationals to register via an
online portal, and managed
thousands of phone calls and
emails while compiling a de-
tailed database of Indian citi-
zens across Israel.

"Evacuation priorities
were determined based on
medical emergencies, the pres-
ence of young children, wom-
en, and students. Embassy
officials proactively contacted
registrants by phone and email
to confirm travel details and
allocate them to specific evacu-
ation flights,” embassy sources
earlier told PTI.

The situation on the
ground was also being closely
monitored at the highest lev-
els of the government, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who remained actively
engaged receiving real-time
updates on the safety and se-
curity of the Indian nationals,
the sources said.

The Government of India
announced Operation Sindhu
to evacuate Indian nationals
desiring to return home from
war-torn Israel on June 19.

President Putin meeting with Foreign Minister of Iran Abbas Araghchi. Photo: credit- SS

Putin Slams U.S. Attack, Backs
Iran as Region Teeters on Edge

Trans Asia News

Moscow — Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Monday
condemned the recent U.S.
airstrikes on Iran’s nuclear
facilities as “unjustified and
without any basis,” voicing
Moscow’s support for the
Iranian people during a high-
stakes meeting with Iran’s
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi in Moscow.

The visit came just 48
hours after U.S. President Don-
ald Trump authorized strikes
on Iran’s key nuclear sites —
Natanz, Isfahan, and Fordow
— in a dramatic escalation of
tensions across the region. The
bombings, which Iran called an
act of unprovoked aggression,
were also criticized by Russia
during an emergency United
Nations Security Council ses-
sion late Sunday.

“This absolutely unpro-
voked aggression against Iran
has no basis and no justifica-
tion,” Putin told Araghchi in
a televised statement. “For our
part, we are making efforts to
assist the Iranian people. I am
very glad that you are in Mos-
cow today. This gives us the
opportunity to discuss all these
pressing issues and think to-
gether about how we could get
out of today’s situation.”

Araghchi, who character-

ized the Moscow visit as tak-
ing place at a “critical and sig-
nificant juncture,” reiterated
Tehran’s position that its re-
taliatory actions are acts of “le-
gitimate self-defense.” He also
expressed appreciation for
Russia’s swift condemnation
of the strikes and said, “Russia
is today on the right side of his-
tory and international law.”
He delivered personal
greetings from Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei and
President Masoud Pezeshki-
an, and emphasized the stra-
tegic nature of Iran-Russia
ties — calling them “very
close and historic,” with co-
operation deepening in re-
cent years on both regional
security and nuclear issues.
The meeting came as Iran
launched the latest wave of
its missile campaign — Op-
eration True Promise III —
reportedly using next-genera-
tion systems to target Israeli
positions across occupied ter-
ritories. Iran says the strikes
are a direct response to what
it calls a coordinated cam-
paign of assassinations and
provocations by Israel and the
U.S. that began on June 13.
Diplomacy, But No De-
fense Pact
While Putin reiterated
support for Iran’s right to

self-defense and pledged dip-
lomatic backing, questions
remain over how far Russia
is willing to go. A Strategic
Cooperation Treaty signed by
Tehran and Moscow in Janu-
ary includes broad security
and economic collaboration
but lacks a formal mutual de-
fense clause.

Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov clarified on Mon-
day that Moscow’s assistance
would depend on “what Iran
needs,” adding that Russia’s
ongoing diplomatic efforts
and offer to mediate already
represent a significant con-
tribution. “A new spiral of es-
calation of tension in the re-
gion... of course, we condemn
this and express deep regret,”
Peskov said, warning that
more participants could soon
be drawn into the conflict.

He alsoraised concerns over
potential environmental conse-
quences, saying, “It remains to
be seen what happened to Iran’s
nuclear facilities, whether there
is aradiation hazard.”

On the question of whether
Washington gave Moscow ad-
vance notice of the strikes, Pes-
kov said there had been no de-
tailed information shared. While
Trump and Putin had discussed
Iran in prior calls, “there was
no direct detailed information
about this,” he added.

Palestinians waiting for
humanitarian aid killed in airstrike

Arab News

TEL AVIV: At least four Pal-
estinians were killed on Sun-
day in an Israeli airstrike and
22 were wounded while wait-
ing for humanitarian aid, ac-
cording to a local hospital.

The airstrike targeted
the built-up Nuseirat refugee
camp in central Gaza, accord-
ingto Al-Awda Hospital, where
the bodies were brought.

It said another 22 people
were wounded while waiting
for aid trucks.

Palestinian witnesses
and health officials say Is-
raeli forces have repeatedly
opened fire on crowds seek-
ing desperately needed food,
killing hundreds of people in

recent weeks.

The military says it has
fired warning shots at peo-
ple it said suspiciously ap-
proached its forces.

Separately, World Cen-
tral Kitchen, the charity run
by celebrity chef Jose An-
dres, said it had resumed the
distribution of hot meals in
Gaza for the first time in six
weeks after shutting down
because of Israel’s block-
ade, which was loosened last
month amid fears of famine.

Also on Sunday, the Is-
raeli military said that it
had recovered the remains
of three hostages held in the
Gaza Strip.

The military identified
the remains as those of Yo-

natan Samerano, 21; Ofra
Keidar, 70; and Shay Levin-
son, 19.

All three were killed dur-
ing Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, at-
tack into Israel that ignited
the ongoing war.

Hamas is still holding 50
hostages, fewer than half of
them believed to be alive.

The military did not pro-
vide any details about the re-
covery operation, and it was
unclear if the airstrike was
related to it.

“The campaign to re-
turn the hostages continues
consistently and is happen-
ing alongside the campaign
against Iran,” Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said
in a statement.

Pakistani Experts Urge
Rethink of Trump
Nobel Nomination

Press Trust Of India

Islamabad: Several Pakistani
politicians and notable figures
have asked the government
to reconsider its decision to
recommend President Donald
Trump for the 2026 Nobel Peace
Prize after the US bombed
three nuclear sites in Iran.

The Pakistan govern-
ment, in a surprise move on
Friday, announced that it
would nominate Trump for
the prestigious award due
to his peacemaking efforts
during the recent India-Pak-
istan conflict.

A letter of recommenda-
tion, signed by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar, has already
been sent to the Nobel Peace
Prize Committee in Norway.
But the decision came under
scrutiny after the US bombed
Iran’s Fordo, Isfahan and Na-
tanz nuclear sites, joining Is-
rael to dent Tehran’s nuclear
programme. The Dawn news-
paper reported that some
leading politicians demanded
the government review its
decision in light of the latest
development.

Veteran politician Mau-
lana Fazlur Rehman, who
heads the Jamiat Ulema-i-
Islam (JUI-F), demanded that
the government rescind its
decision. “President Trump’s
claim of peace has proven to
be false; the proposal for the
Nobel Prize should be with-
drawn,” Fazl told workers at
a party meeting in Murree on
Sunday. He said that Trump’s
recent meeting and lunch
with Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) Field Marshal Asim

Munir “pleased Pakistani rul-
ers so much” that they recom-
mended nominating the US
president for the Nobel Prize.

“Trump has supported the
Israeli attacks on Palestine,
Syria, Lebanon and Iran. How
can this be a sign of peace?”
Fazl questioned. “With the
blood of Afghans and Pales-
tinians on America’s hands,
how can he claim to be a pro-
ponent of peace?”

Trump had campaigned
for office as a “peacemaker”
who would use his negotiat-
ing skills to quickly end wars
in Ukraine and Gaza, but both
conflicts are still raging five
months into his presidency.

Former senator Mushahid
Hussain wrote on X: “Since
Trump is no longer a poten-
tial peacemaker, but a leader
who has willfully unleashed
an illegal war, Pakistan gov-
ernment must now review,
rescind and revoke his Nobel
nomination!”

He said Trump had been
“trapped by (Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin )Netanya-
hu and the Israeli war lobby,
committing (the” biggest blun-
der ofhis presidency”. “Trump
will now end up presiding over
the decline of America!”

Trump “engaged in de-
ception and betrayed his
own promise not to start new
wars”, Mushahid said in an-
other post, strongly condemn-
ing the US attacks on Iran.

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) lawmaker Ali Muham-
mad Khan wrote “reconsider”
on his X account, highlight-
ing the “US attack on Iran and
continuous US support of Is-
raeli killings in Gaza”.

US Visa Applicants Must
Make Social Media Accounts
Public For Screening

ANI

Washington [US], June 23
(ANI): In a move aimed at
strengthening visa screening
procedures, the United States
has announced that effective
immediately, all individuals
applying for an F, M, or J non-
immigrant visa are required
to adjust the privacy settings
on all of their social media ac-
counts to 'public' to facilitate
vetting necessary to establish
their identity and admissibil-
ity to the United States under
U.S. law.

In a post on X, the official
handle of the U.S. Embassy
in India (@USAndIndia)
shared the announcement
stating, "Every visa adjudi-
cation is a national security
decision. Effective immedi-
ately, all individuals apply-
ing for an F, M, or J non-im-
migrant visa are requested
to adjust the privacy settings
on all of their personal social
media accounts to 'public'
to facilitate vetting neces-

sary to establish their iden-
tity and admissibility to the
United States."

It also reiterated that
since 2019, the United States
has required visa applicants
to provide social media iden-
tifiers on immigrant and
non-immigrant visa applica-
tion forms.

The post added: "We use
all available information in
our visa screening and vetting
to identify visa applicants
who are inadmissible to the
United States, including those
who pose a threat to U.S. na-
tional security."

Meanwhile, the U.S. gov-
ernment has also unveiled a
sweeping new 2025 travel
ban, barring nationals from
12 countries entirely and
partially limiting visa ac-
cess from seven others. The
move prioritizes national
security and focuses on
countries deemed high-risk
for security loopholes and
terrorism concerns. Most
affected countries are re-
portedly in the Middle East
and Africa.

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: As principal secre-
tary to Indira Gandhi in the run
up to the Emergency and dur-
ing her authoritarian regime of
21 months, PN Dhar had a rare
insight into the goings-on of the
period, and one central charac-
ter who gets the most unflatter-
ing portrayal in his otherwise
sober account of the era is the
former prime minister's young-
er son Sanjay Gandhi.

In his book 'Indira Gandhi,
the Emergency, and Indian De-
mocracy', Mr Dhar says the PMH
(Prime Minister's Home) became
a hive of "extra-constitutional"
activities as leaders junior in
the Congress hierarchy but hav-

ing the ears of an increasingly
distrustful prime minister and
another set of functionaries loyal
to her son undermined the PMS
(Prime Minister's Secretariat).
Critical of the power cen-
tralised in the PMS, Morarji
Desai reduced its strength and
rechristened it as Prime Min-

ister's Office, a moniker which
has continued, after replacing
Indira Gandhi.

Sanjay Gandhi and his
loyalists like Haryana leader
Bansi Lal gained ascendency
in the Congress during the era.
Even the prime minister was
left alarmed by their move to

W S M A K E

Congressmen "So Disgusted With Sanjay Gandhi
That...": Indira Gandhi Aide In Book

have state assemblies pass reso-
lutions in support of forming a
constituent assembly for sweep-
ing changes in the Constitution.

Aware of her obsessive love
for Sanjay Gandhi, Mr Dhar
said in the book published in
2000 that he would normally
have attributed all this to tem-
porary annoyance.

"But it was more than a
passing mood this time. I knew
how carefully she had kept San-
jay out of all discussions on con-
stitutional reforms. I also knew
how much she had resented the
passage of the constituent as-
sembly resolutions by the three
assemblies without her knowl-
edge, but with Sanjay's approv-
al. Was Sanjay proving too wild
even for her?" he wondered.

R

Robotics Engineer Sends 21 Bomb Threats
To Gujarat To Frame Man She Loved

Press Trust Of India

Ahmedabad: A probe into e-
mails threatening blasts at
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad and different
places in 12 states has un-
ravelled a tale of unrequited
love and vengeance allegedly
unleashed by a woman exec-
utive of an MNC in Chennai
to defame a man, leading to
her arrest.

After the man who she
dreamt would be her hus-
band, married another wom-
an, the accused, identified
as Rene Joshilda, decided
to avenge the 'rejection' and
used deception to wreak hav-
oc in his life.

According to police, she
used fake email IDs, virtual

private networks (VPNs),
and the dark web to hide her
identity and location.

She was arrested by the
Ahmedabad cyber crime
from her residence in Chen-
nai on Saturday following an
extended technical surveil-
lance, which involved pick-
ing the digital trail, an offi-
cial said on Monday.

Joint Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Sharad Sing-
hal on Monday said Joshilda
created different email IDs,
some of which were in the
name of Divij Prabhakar,
who she wanted to marry.

An engineer trained in
Robotics, Joshilda has been
working as a senior consul-
tant at a multinational firm
in Chennai since 2022.

"She has done her engi-

neering from Chennai and a
course in Robotics. Currently,
she is a senior consultant at
Deloitte. She loved Divij Prab-
hakar and wanted to marry
him but it remained one-sid-
ed," Singhal told reporters.

Her dreams crashed when
Prabhakar married another
girl in February, filling her
with revulsion and revenge.

"In a bid to frame him,
she created different email
IDs, some of which were in
the name of Prabhakar," the
police officer added.

Blinded by love, Joshil-
da used her technical
knowledge to spread panic,
blissfully unaware of the
impact of her action on in-
nocent people who became
unintentional targets due to
hoax emails.
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Weekend Rush In Pahalgam
Signals Hope For Tourism Revival

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a welcome turn
of events, the renowned tourist
destination, Pahalgam in south
Kashmir, witnessed a good rush
over the weekend—the first
such revival since the terror
attack in April that had cast a
shadow over the region’s tour-
ism prospects.

Tourists from various parts
of the valley made their way to
the picturesque valley on Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Officials and tourism stake-
holders, speaking to KNO said
the area saw significant foot-
fall, leading to traffic jams in
several stretches and a notable
uptick in hotel occupancy.

Sunday, in particular, saw the
tourist hotspot abuzz with life.
Families, picnickers and adven-
ture lovers thronged the Lid-
der banks, markets and parks,
enjoying the cool climate and
intermittent drizzle.

"The atmosphere was dull
and uncertain over the last few
weeks, but this weekend brought
a wave of positivity," said Fayaz
Ahmad, a hotelier in Pahalgam.
"We had close to 70% occupancy
by Sunday evening. With schools
on summer break and weather
favouring travel, we expect more
such weekends ahead."

Local vendors, too, expressed
cautious optimism. "After the
attack, people were scared, and

the business was hit badly. This
weekend felt like a new begin-
ning," said Asma Jan, who runs
a handicraft stall near the park.

The renewed activity even
prompted a reaction from polit-
ical quarters. J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah took to the so-
cial media platform X (formerly
Twitter) on Sunday to share his
observations:

"The last time I was in Pahal-
gam I cycled through a market
that was all but deserted. To-
day I came back to a Pahalgam
that was bustling with activ-
ity. Tourists from various parts
of the country competed for
space with local picnickers who
were enjoying the cool climate
& rainy weather. It's very satis-
fying to see the efforts my col-
leagues & I have been putting in
slowly bearing fruit,” he wrote.

Tourism department officials
say they have been working to
instil confidence among visi-
tors and promote Kashmir as a
safe and vibrant destination.

"Security has been beefed up,
and all departments are work-
ing in coordination to ensure a
smooth tourist experience," said
an official. "This weekend was a
good sign, and we expect more
such arush in the coming weeks."

The Pahalgam Development
Authority (PDA) and traffic police
were seen actively managing the
growing rush, ensuring order de-
spite the sudden spike in visitors.

Scorching Heat Drives

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  With tempera-
tures soaring to unprecedented
levels, Kashmiris — long accus-
tomed to mild and temperate
summers — are now flocking
to natural springs, streams, and
waterfalls in search of relief.

The Kashmir valley, known
for its pleasant climate, is reeling
under an unusual and prolonged
heatwave that has disrupted
daily life and left locals stunned.

Residents are heading to
popular spots where they can
be seen bathing, playing, or
simply sitting in the cold waters
for hours.

“We don’t have air condition-
ing in our homes. This is our
only option. Even fans are use-
less during the peak afternoon
heat. I don’t remember it ever
being this hot in June,” Shahid
Lone, a 22-year-old student,
told KNO.

Bashir Ahmad Wani, a
65-year-old resident of Anant-
nag, sat by a spring in Achabal
with his feet in the water. “We
used to see this kind of heat
only in parts of Jammu. Now,
even here in the mountains, it
is unbearable. The only way to

Kashmiris to Natural Springs

cool down is to come to these
natural springs,” he said.

Abdul Salam Wani, a local
Auqaf head, was at the bank
of the famous Panzath Spring
— known for its 500 bubbling
springs and located just a kilo-
metre from the Qazigund high-
way. He described the current
heatwave as “unbearable”.

“Every day, hundreds of
youth come here to bathe and
seek relief. The water here is
colder than any other spring in
Anantnag. We have been urg-
ing authorities for years to put
Panzath on the tourism map
like Verinag and Kokernag, but
our appeals have fallen on deaf
ears,” he said.

Lateef Ahmad Shah, a resi-
dent of Qazigund, said, “Our
town, which is the gateway to
Kashmir, has recorded extreme
weather this year. Each year we
see fluctuations, but this time it
feels like Qazigund is on fire.”

Shah added that to escape
the heatwave, youth are bath-
ing in waterfalls, streams, and
springs. “In our village (Pan-
zath), hundreds of youngsters
travel several kilometres every
day just to bathe and take pho-
tographs,” he said.

Soaring Temperatures Trigger Surge
In Water Demand Across Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: As Kashmir reels
under a rising heatwave, the
demand for water supply has
surged sharply across the valley.

Officials from the Jal Shakti
Department on Monday said
the overall water supply re-
mains normal, despite in-
creased consumption and mis-
use in many areas.

Speaking to KNO, Er Taj Mo-
hammad Chowdhary, Chief
Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Kash-
mir, said the water supply is
operating normally. He said the
department is witnessing a sig-
nificant rise in demand due to
ongoing hot and dry weather
conditions.

“The supply is as usual, but
the demand has increased
drastically. People are misus-
ing water—using it in lawns,
fields, and for non-essential
purposes,” he said, adding that
the department has pressed
additional tankers into service
wherever required.

Chowdhary said over a dozen
water tankers are operational
within Srinagar city alone,
while every district across
Kashmir is equipped with tank-

ers that can be increased if the
need arises. “We have directed
field officials to act strictly
against misuse. Surveillance
teams have also been formed,”
he said.

The CE also said water sup-
ply to essential services like
hospitals remains a top priority
and that all filtration plants are
functioning at full capacity.

Meanwhile, the Kashmir
Weather Forecast has predicted
dry and hot conditions for the
next two days, with tempera-
tures likely to touch 35-36°C in
the plains. A fresh weather sys-
tem bringing possible relief is ex-
pected to arrive around June 25.

Moreover, amid the heat-
wave, MLAs are also calling
for action and checking pre-
paredness in their respective
areas.

With the growing water cri-
sis in rural areas, MLA Bandi-
pora earlier on June 21 chaired
a review meeting to assess the
functioning of the Jal Shakti
Department and the Irrigation
& Flood Control (I\&FC) sec-
tor. Similarly, a key focus of the
meeting was the desilting of
agricultural canals to restore
irrigation in farmlands.

Sakinaltoo Reaffirms
Govt’s Resolve For Fair

Reservation Pol
il

Observer News Service

TANGMARG: Reiterating the
government’s resolve to up-
hold equity and social justice,
Cabinet Minister for Higher
Education Sakina Itoo on Mon-
day affirmed that the reser-
vation policy is being imple-
mented fairly and with sincere
intent.

Speaking to reporters dur-
ing her visit to Tangmarg, the
Minister dismissed specula-
tion that the recently formed
subcommittee on reserva-
tions was a reaction to pub-
lic pressure or social media
campaigns. “The reservation
policy is meant for the welfare
of the people, and that’s pre-
cisely why the Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah constituted
a subcommittee with a clear
six-month mandate. It wasn't
formed because of some tweet
or outside pressure,” she as-
serted, addressing criticism
from the opposition.

She informed that the com-
mittee had submitted its re-
port ahead of the deadline,
which has now been referred
to the Law Department for le-
gal scrutiny. “The Chief Minis-

I

ter is deeply invested in ensur-
ing justice in this matter. We
are absolutely serious about
it,” she said.

Touching upon reforms in
the education sector, Itoo said
that rationalisation of teach-
ing staff is underway to ensure
equitable distribution. “Teach-
ers working in overcrowded
schools will be posted to far-
flung areas. Those who haven't
served in such regions so far
will now be required to do so.
It's going to be mandatory,”
she stated.

She blamed earlier govern-
ments for failing to implement
a proper transfer and promo-
tion mechanism. “Promotions

ey

were stalled for years, and
there was no structured trans-
fer policy. We've changed that
now. I commend the officers
who have worked diligently to
fix this system,” she said.
Acknowledging staff short-
ages in the Education Depart-
ment, Itoo noted that efforts
were being made to stream-
line administrative responsi-
bilities. “Many officers were
burdened with additional
charges due to vacant posts.
But after the local government
took charge, most vacancies —
including those of CEOs, ZEOs,
and headmasters — have been
filled, and the rest will be ad-
dressed soon,” she assured.

THE RESERVATION POLICY IS MEANT FOR THE WELFARE OF THE
PEOPLE, and that’s precisely why the Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
constituted a subcommittee with a clear six-month mandate. It wasn’t
formed because of some tweet or outside pressure,”

"Pahalgam Bustling With Activity":
Omar Abdullah On Tourism Revival

Tourism in Pahalgam was badly hit after the April 22 terror attack at the
Baisaran meadow, which killed 25 tourists and a local pony ride operator.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Sunday said the
efforts put in by him and his
colleagues for the revival of
tourism in Kashmir are bear-
ing fruit, as tourists are re-
turning to the Valley.

“The last time I was in Pahal-
gam, I cycled through a market
that was all but deserted. To-
day, I came back to a Pahalgam
that was bustling with activity.

“Tourists from various parts
of the country competed for
space with local picnickers who
were enjoying the cool climate
and rainy weather,"” Mr Abdul-
lah said in a post on X, express-

ing satisfaction over the revival
of tourism in Pahalgam.
Tourism in Pahalgam was
badly hit after the April 22 ter-
ror attack at the Baisaran mead-
ow, which killed 25 tourists and

a local pony ride operator.

"It's very satisfying to see
the efforts my colleagues and
I have been putting in slowly
bearing fruit,” Mr Abdullah
said.

J&K Bank Donates Five Buses To Rural
Colleges Under CSR Initiative

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant
boost to rural education infra-
structure, J&K Bank on Sunday
donated five buses to Govern-
ment Degree Colleges in Kash-
mir under its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative.
The buses were flagged off by
Minister of Higher Education
Sakeena Itoo at Abdul Ahad
Azad Memorial (AAAM) De-
gree College, Srinagar.

The event witnessed the
presence of several prominent
dignitaries including Advisor
to CM Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA
Tangmarg Farooq Ahmad Shah,
MLA Sopore Irshad Ahmad Kar,
Additional Secretary (Higher
Education Department) Afaq
Ahmad, Director State Mo-
tor Garages Malik Tahir Gani,
Incharge Director Colleges Dr.
Firdous Giri, Director Finance
(HED) Abdul Majid Butt, and
Principal AAAM Degree Col-
lege Prof. (Dr.) Mudasir Afshan.

Top officials from J&K Bank
including GM & Divisional
Head (Kashmir) Shabir Ah-
mad, DGM (CSR) Anup Bhat,
and Zonal Heads Fayaz Ahmad,
Khurshid Muzaffar, Raja Zaffar
Khan, and Irfan Anjum were
also present, alongside senior
officials from the finance and
education departments.

Minister Sakeena Itoo handed
over the symbolic keys of the
buses to the principals of Gov-
ernment Degree Colleges in
Tulail, Damhal Hanji Pora, Tang-
marg, and the Women's Degree

Colleges of Sopore and Kupwara.

Appreciating the initiative,
Itoo said, “On behalf of the gov-
ernment, [ am very thankful to
the bank for this thoughtful
CSRinitiative that directly sup-
ports the academic aspirations
of our youth. Since inclusive
access to education has been a
key focus of the Government,
J&K Bank’s contribution today
is another meaningful step in
that direction.”

She emphasized the practi-
cal benefits of the initiative,
noting, “These buses will go
a long way in easing the daily
commute for hundreds of stu-
dents belonging to rural and
far flung areas and help col-
leges implement the National
Education Policy in its true
spirit. And [ hope the Bank
would continue to extend its
support under CSR to the criti-
cal sectors in J&K especially in
health and education.”

Echoing similar sentiments,
J&K Bank’s GM Shabir Ahmad
stated, “These buses are not
merely a means of transport but
vehicles of opportunity, con-

necting students from remote
areas to institutions of learn-
ing and growth. This initiative
aligns with our commitment to
inclusive development.”

DGM (CSR) Anup Bhat add-
ed, “Going forward with an
increased budget allocation in
CSR funds, we will continue to
remain at the forefront of ex-
tending every possible support
to different sections of society,
especially in J&K, as per the ap-
plicable guidelines.”

This move follows the do-
nation of five buses last week
by the bank to colleges in the
Jammu Division, flagged off by
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah.
With these additions, a total of
ten buses have been provided
to Government Degree Col-
leges situated in rural areas
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The initiative is aimed at not
just facilitating easier access to
education for students from re-
mote regions but also supporting
colleges in conducting field visits,
internships, and exposure tours
as envisioned in the National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) 2020.

‘Operation Sindoor Achieved
All Set Goals: Rajnath Singh

Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday as-
serted that Operation Sindoor,
launched in response to the
Pahalgam terror attack, had
successfully fulfilled all its stra-
tegic objectives and delivered a
strong message to terror outfits
operating in the region.

Speaking at a ceremony
held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
complex, the Defence Minis-
ter stated, “Operation Sindoor
achieved all objectives. It also
succeeded in injecting fear into
the minds of terrorists.”

The operation, launched on
May 6, 2025, came in the wake
of the brutal terror attack in Pa-
halgam that claimed the lives of
26 civilians, mostly tourists. In a
swift and coordinated retaliation,
Indian armed forces struck mul-
tiple terror camps located across
the border in Pakistan and Paki-
stan Occupied Kashmir (PoK).

According to official sources,
the Indian Air Force targeted
and destroyed nine terror camps
in precision strikes. Simultane-
ously, security agencies within

Jammu and Kashmir launched
an aggressive crackdown on
terrorist sympathisers and dis-
mantled key elements of the ter-
ror support infrastructure.

The cross-border strikes trig-
gered a brief period of hostili-
ties between Indian and Paki-
stani troops, lasting four days.
The escalation came to a halt
on May 10, when the Director
General of Military Operations
(DGMO) from Pakistan contact-
ed his Indian counterpart and
sought a ceasefire.

The Defence Minister’s re-
marks underscore India’s deter-
mination to respond decisively
to terror threats and its com-
mitment to safeguarding na-
tional security.

Landslide Hits SMVD Shrine
Track Following Heavy Rains

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Heavy rainfall in the
upper hills of Jammu region has
triggered a landslide on Him-
koti track leading to the revered
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine
in Katra, Reasi.

The incident, which occurred
earlier today, has prompted au-
thorities to temporarily close the
route as a precautionary measure
to ensure the safety of pilgrims.

According to KNO, the opera-
tions of battery cars and other
vehicles carrying goods and
supplies remained suspended
due to closure of the track.

No casualties or injuries have
been reported as a result of the
landslide. The Shri Mata Vaish-
no Devi Shrine Board, in coor-
dination with local authorities,
has swiftly mobilized teams to

assess the situation and clear
debris from the affected area.

The closure of the Himkoti
track is temporary, and pil-
grims are being guided to use
alternate routes to continue
their journey to the holy shrine
safely, officials said.

“The safety of devotees is
our top priority. We are work-
ing diligently to restore access
to the Himkoti track as soon as
possible while ensuring all nec-
essary safety measures are in
place,” said an official spokes-
person from the Shrine Board.

The Shrine Board has also ad-
vised pilgrims to stay updated
on weather conditions and fol-
low official advisories before
planning their visit. Regular up-
dates regarding the reopening
of the Himkoti track will be pro-
vided through official channels.

8 Years On, Tral Mini-
Secretariat Incomplete

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Despite the elaps-
ing of over eight years since
it was sanctioned, the much-
awaited mini-secretariat proj-
ect in Tral town of South Kash-
mir’s Pulwama district remains
far from completion, sparking
resentment among locals, who
continue to face hardships in
the absence of a dedicated ad-
ministrative complex.

Locals said the mini-sec-
retariat was approved in 2017
with an estimated cost of
seven crore, aiming to bring
all essential administrative
services closer to the people
of Tral, especially those living
in remote villages. The idea
was to eliminate the need for
people to travel nearly 30 ki-
lometers to Pulwama district
headquarters for routine gov-
ernment work.

However, the on-ground re-
ality paints a dismal picture.
“Despite some initial ground-
work being carried out, barely
30 percent of the construction
has been completed over the
years and no work has been
taken up for the last several
years now,” the locals said, add-
ing that the construction has
been completely halted for the
last five years, leaving the proj-

ect in limbo.

“The mini-secretariat was
supposed to ease our lives. But
even after so many years, noth-
ing concrete has come up. We
were told the work would re-
sume, but it hasn’t,” said Khur-
sheed Ahmad, a resident of Tral.

“People from far-off areas
like Aripal have to face im-
mense difficulties traveling to
Pulwama for even minor offi-
cial work.”

According to KNO, the land
for the mini-secretariat, locals
said, was allocated by the hor-
ticulture department for the
purpose. “Yet, repeated repre-
sentations to authorities have
yielded no results. We have
raised this issue multiple times
with local officials and visiting
dignitaries, but our pleas fall on
deaf ears,” another local resi-
dent said. “A project meant to
bring governance to our door-
step has now become a symbol
of neglect.”

They appealed to the Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha,
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah and MLA Tral Rafiq Ahmad
Naik to intervene and ensure
the early completion of the
mini-secretariat so that people
can access services in their own
town without unnecessary
travel and expense.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

INVITATION OF TENDERS THROUGH

E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM

Tender Notice No. 06/2025-2026

supply of the following items:

Dy. Chief Materials Manager, N.Rly. Store Depot Mech. Workshop, AMRITSAR for and
on behalf of President of India, invited tenders through e-procurement system for the

Dated : 19.06.2025

S.|Tender Description Qty.[ Due
N.|No. Date
1 (62255145 |Slack Adjuster complete for BVCM wagon, type 480 |21.07.25
IRSA-600 with control rod. RDSO DRG NO: Nos.
WD-82064-S-01-RC ALT 12 or latest, Item no. 01 to
48. RDSO Spec no. 07-ABR-1992 Amendment no. 5
of Sept 2016.
2 162255139 [SET OF HEAD STOCK ASSEMBLY COMPLETE 480 (16.07.25
(L.H 02 nos/set & R.H 02 nos/set) FOR BVCM Sets
WAGON Drg.No. BVCM:- 803, Ref drg:-
WD-15009-S-5, ALT.5 or latest, ITEM NO.3,
Material Spec :- 1S:5986 Fe360.

be accepted.
1883/25

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Note:- Above tenders with detailed description are uploaded on IREPS site
i.e. www.ireps.gov.in. The firm, who desires to participate against e-tenders, is
advised to electronically register themselves on the above website for which they
would require to have a class Il digital certificate form certifying Agencies authorized
under IT Act 2000 by Govt. of India. Manual offers against e-tenders will not




Think

Opinion, Analysis, Essays

Send your write ups and feedback at
editpage.ko@gmail.com

KASHMIR OBSERVER

Srinagar | Tuesday | 24-06-2025

K ASHMIR ORSERVER’

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of
Kashmir Observer LLP

Printed at: K.T Press Pvt. Ltd 120-Electronic Complex,
Industrial Estate, Rangreth-Budgam

Published from: 5-Boulevard Srinagar J&K
Editor-in-Chief : Sajjad Haider

Managing Editor: Bilal Handoo

News Editor: Farzana Nisar

Online Editor: Syed Hamid

Head Layout & Design: Muntazir Yaseen,
Digital Media Head: Amir Ali Shah

Distribution & Advertising: Firdos Ali

RNI Registration No: 69503/98

Postal Registration No-L/159/KO/SK/2014-16
Legal Counsel: Tasadug Khwaja

Switchboard: (0194) 2502327 | +91 1947969705
Editorial: (0194) 2502327

Email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

lllegal, Unjust War

he United States has once again plunged headlong into a
Middle Eastern conflict on the back of half-truths, dubi-
ous intelligence, and political grandstanding. Over the
past three decades, this is the fifth Muslim country that
the US has either gone to war with or worked actively to destabi-
lize and destroy. The list is long: Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, Libya,
Lebanon and now Iran, where the US is taking forward the ag-
gression launched by Israel. This is not to forget Gaza that Israel
has already leveled, killing around 60 thousand Palestinians.

President Donald Trump may insist, loudly and trium-
phantly, that this is not a war. But make no mistake: when
American stealth bombers drop bunker-busting ordnance on a
sovereign nation’s nuclear sites, it is war. And it is illegal under
international law.

The parallels with America’s invasion of Iraq in 2003 are
too glaring to ignore. Then, as now, the US claimed to be act-
ing on ironclad evidence of weapons of mass destruction, the
claims that later proved hollow and politically manipulated.
Now, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who
has built his political career on stoking fear of an imminent
Iranian nuclear bomb, found in Trump a pliable ally ready
to unleash American firepower on an unproven threat. The
International Atomic Energy Agency and even US intelli-
gence have repeatedly confirmed there is no proof that Iran
is actively building a bomb. Trump dismissed these facts with
cavalier contempt, echoing the same hubris that led America
to tragedy in Baghdad.

What is more. Iran was cooperating with the international
community on its nuclear program from the beginning. It had
declared its nuclear sites, which were open to inspections by
the International Atomic Energy Agency, and was a part of
Non-Proliferation Treaty regime. Tehran was also in talks with
the US to cap its nuclear program in lieu of lifting of sanctions.
Just as the country was in the middle of the talks which were
going well and could have led to a positive outcome if sustained,
Israel launched a series of military strikes, decapitating Iran’s
top military leadership. So, in the ongoing aggression against
the Islamic Republic, now jointly prosecuted by Israel and the
US, Iran is only defending itself.

Beyond its legal dubiousness, this intervention is reckless
geopolitics. Under the UN Charter, an act of pre-emptive force
must be justified by clear, imminent threat - a bar nowhere near
met here. Article 56 of the Geneva Conventions explicitly for-
bids attacks on nuclear installations because of the catastroph-
ic risk of contamination. Yet the Fordow and Natanz facilities
have been bombed, and Trump celebrates “spectacular success”
while the world holds its breath for radioactive fallout.

While all this is happening, the Global South is helpless,
albeit, there’s a degree of deep resentment at Israel and US’ ex-
cesses. Similarly, China and Russia are also watching from the
sidelines. This is the time for the Global South to stand up and
resist the West’s unilateral assault on the sovereignty of any
country that dares to stand up. Only collective global action can
deter the United States and its allies from repeating this cycle of
illegal wars and interventions.

FINANCIAL FIX

Kashmir’s
Tech Moment

It's time to stop seeing technology as just a
distraction. It can be a lifeline to knowledge,
growth, and real power in the valley.

Irshad Mushtaq

n our everyday lives, we Kashmiris often meet tech-
nology with suspicion or with shallow use. We scroll,
shop, and simply pass time. What we miss is the real
power technology offers: a chance to change lives.

Technology is not a threat to us. It’s a tool. It can divide
or connect, weaken or strengthen. The same technology
that helps big companies like Amazon grow can also build
local businesses, if we understand how to use it. We often
feel pushed out by large platforms, but it’s possible to sup-
port our own while still engaging with the global market.

The biggest gap in Kashmir isn’t just infrastructure.
It’s knowledge. We need to teach ourselves and our youth
that technology is more than entertainment. It can open
doors to education, to financial growth, and to critical
thinking. Free courses and online lessons are just a few
clicks away. Understanding simple ideas like investment
risks, growth rates, and saving patterns can change how
we build our futures.

It’s also a chance to break away from blind beliefs.
Technology helps us verify facts, question stories, and
think carefully before following the crowd. It gives us the
tools to ask: is this true?

The path is not far. What we need is curiosity, aware-
ness, and the will to learn. We can use technology not to es-
cape, but to build skills, businesses, and a stronger, wiser
Kashmir.

The author is a
Srinagar-based reputed financial advisor.

White-Collar Dreams,
Blue-Collar Crisis

A sllentlabour crisis is unfolding as young Kashmiris furm away from
'he skilled professions their society cannaot function wirhou,

Mir Mohammad Arsalan Aftab

n recent years, an unreasonable

and impractical preference for

academic degrees in Kashmir
has led to the systematic decline
of hands-on professions.

Occupations essential to the
functioning of society, like mechan-
ics, carpenters, plumbers, electri-
cians, are increasingly stigmatised,
even as unemployment among de-
gree holders continues to rise.

No one can deny that Kashmir
depends heavily on these skilled
trades. So why do we fail to give
them the respect they deserve?

Driven by the social prestige at-
tached to certain government jobs,
Kashmiri families and parents have
come to prioritise formal degrees
over vocational training.

A 2022 report from the Jammu
and Kashmir Employment Depart-
ment shows the region’s unemploy-
ment rate exceeds 15%, with many
graduates unable to find work in
their fields.

These degree-holders often end
up in low-wage jobs unrelated to
their studies.

In 2021, a Kashmir Chamber of
Commerce survey found that 70%
of parents in the valley continue to
push for traditional career paths
like medicine, engineering, and
law, even though the government
is unable to generate enough jobs in
these areas.

This pressure has created a
workforce imbalance where theo-
retical knowledge is valued over
practical skills, despite the latter
being in high demand.

To understand the importance
of these vocational skills, consider

this: without mechanics, Kashmir’s
transport network—critical for
commerce, healthcare, and daily
life—would collapse.

A two-day strike would ground
hundreds of thousands of vehicles,
disrupting supply chains and emer-
gency services.

A shortage of electricians would
interrupt power services, while the
absence of plumbers and carpenters
would compromise sanitation and
infrastructure.

These professions are essential
to our daily lives, yet society con-
tinues to look down on those who
pursue them.

And these are just a few examples.

We need to ask ourselves: how
many skilled, hands-on profes-
sionals around us keep our society
running, compared to the growing
number of degree holders whose
qualifications often have little prac-
tical use?

Society continues to ignore this im-
balance, unaware of where it is headed.

Over the past two decades, the
gap left by locals avoiding these pro-
fessions has quietly been filled by
non-local workers. This has result-
ed in significant economic losses, as
wages earned by these workers flow
out of Kashmir, draining the local
economy of capital circulation and
reinvestment.

The Jammu & Kashmir Eco-
nomic Survey 2022-2023 reported
that over 10,000 crore is remit-
ted out of the region each year by
migrant workers, especially in
construction, skilled trades, agri-
culture, and other blue-collar jobs,
highlighting a growing crisis for
Kashmiris. Addressing it demands
a sincere, multi-layered effort.

Educational institutions must

take the lead by integrating voca-
tional and skill-based training from
the primary level, while also em-
phasising the dignity of labour.

But this conversation must be-
gin even earlier, within families.
Children must grow up understand-
ing that the blind pursuit of academ-
ic degrees, driven by outdated ideas
of social prestige, is damaging both
individual futures and the needs of
society. Policymakers should step in
to offer subsidies and incentives for
technical education, making it an at-
tractive and respected career path.

Changing social attitudes re-
mains the biggest, but most critical,
challenge. In an age where mislead-
ing social media narratives glorify
unrealistic success tied to degrees
and government jobs, it is essential
to spotlight the real stories of skilled
professionals and local entrepre-
neurs who have built stable, mean-
ingful lives through hands-on work.

These stories can dismantle
long-held stereotypes and inspire
the next generation.

Kashmiri entrepreneurs, in
particular, have a unique opportu-
nity to reclaim and reimagine these
professions.

Inspired by models in North
America and Europe, where skilled
trades are respected, technologi-
cally advanced, and financially
rewarding, Kashmir can build a
new ecosystem of vocational excel-
lence. The key lies in upgrading
infrastructure, modernising tools,
and rebranding these trades as pre-
mium, technology-driven services.

For instance, aspiring entre-
preneurs could establish high-tech
automotive workshops modelled af-
ter advanced international garages.
Carpenters could launch digital

woodworking hubs using CNC ma-
chines, 3D printers, and design soft-
ware like AutoCAD.

These centres could serve be-

spoke furniture markets, support
modular housing projects, and play
vital roles in heritage restoration.

Imagine a Kashmir-based start-

up collaborating with German tool
brands to set up the region’s first
"smart carpentry workshop", a
blend of traditional craftsmanship
and cutting-edge technology.

Similarly, creating local franchise

models or subscription-based mainte-
nance services in plumbing, electron-
ics, and construction could generate
consistent revenue while also elevat-
ing the social standing of these pro-
fessions. The potential is vast, but it
starts with a shift in mindset.

Today, Kashmir is trapped

in a self-defeating obsession with
degrees and white-collar dreams,
while the real solution lies in em-
bracing productivity over prestige.

Breaking free from this toxic so-

cial competition won’t be easy, but
even small steps can lead to mean-
ingful change. History tells us that
such shifts are almost always led by
the youth. So why not be the change
we long for?

Having said that, this is not

an attempt to dismiss the value of
formal education. The message is
about balance: education and skill
must go hand in hand, so that indi-
viduals are not just qualified, but
empowered to build stable, self-re-
liant lives.

The author is a postgraduate
student at the Department

of Political Science, University
of Kashmir.

Kashmir’s Unfinished Land Story

In Jammu and Kashmir, a paperwork gap from a decades-old
land reform has left thousands of families stuck in a legal limbo.

Mohammad Amin Mir

n the long story of land reforms

in India, Jammu and Kashmir

once stood out. In 1976, the

erstwhile state introduced the
Agrarian Reforms Act, a bold law
that promised to break the back of
feudal landlordism. The idea was
simple: give the land to the people
who actually work on it.

Many thought this was one of
the most powerful land reforms in
India, even more far-reaching than
the ones in places like West Bengal
or Kerala.

But nearly 50 years later, the re-
form is still hanging halfway. Fami-
lies who should have become right-
ful landowners long ago are now
finding themselves caught between
what’s written in law and what’s
missing in official records.

The problem lies in a gap be-
tween two sections of the law. Sec-
tion 4 says that land cultivated by
tenants will belong to them. Section
8 says this transfer should be prop-
erly recorded in government papers.
While Section 4 was acted upon
quickly, Section 8 was often skipped.

Many farmers gained control
of their land, but their names were

never officially entered as owners
in revenue records.

This missing step might sound
like a small clerical issue. It’s not.
Without Section 8, farmers can’t sell
their land, pass it on to their chil-
dren, or use it to get government sup-
port. The land is theirs in daily life,
but on paper, it belongs to no one.

Take Abdul Rasheed from Qazi-
gund in South Kashmir. His family
has been working on five kanals of
land for three generations. When
he went to the tehsil office to get the
land formally recorded in his name,
he was told his father’s record was
incomplete. “We’ve lived on this
land for decades,” he said, “but on
paper, it still doesn’t belong to us.”

In Sopore, Ghulam Mohi-
ud-Din, a retired schoolteacher,
wanted to sell a part of his family’s
orchard. Buyers backed off after
seeing the missing Section 8 muta-
tion. “I have land, but no proof,” he
said with frustration.

The issue has only gotten
worse in recent years. As Jammu
and Kashmir pushes to digitise
land records, people like Abdul
Rasheed and Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din
are being left out.

In the new online systems, their
lands are marked as “incomplete”

or “pending verification.” This ex-
cludes them from basic services like
agricultural loans, crop insurance,
and government compensation.

When the government acquires
land for roads or other projects,
families without a proper Section
8 entry are often denied compensa-
tion. They’ve worked the land all
their lives, but in the eyes of the
law, they are invisible.

Some states handled this better.
In West Bengal, the Operation Bar-
ga program carefully recorded both
possession and ownership. Pun-
jab and Himachal Pradesh made
sure to update ownership records
through regular checks.

Jammu and Kashmir, however,
rushed the first part and ignored
the second.

How did this happen? Partly be-
cause the early days of the reform
were politically driven. Officials
quickly recorded Section 4 to meet
targets, but Section 8 required more
paperwork and care.

Over time, no one followed
up. Courts have often recognised
farmers’ possession but have
hesitated to declare them as legal
owners without Section 8. Local
revenue officers rarely correct
these old mistakes unless some-

one files a complaint.

Some farmers died before their

ownership could be completed
on paper. Their children are now
stuck in a waiting room of the law,
unable to inherit the land that was
meant to be theirs.

Fixing this is possible. It would

require district officials to check old
records carefully. Ground-level rev-
enue officers should be empowered
to correct the entries without forc-
ing families into long legal battles.
The government’s digital platforms
could easily build a system to finish
the Section 4 to Section 8 process.

Without these steps, the legacy

of one of India’s most ambitious
land reforms will remain incom-
plete. A law passed to give dignity
to farmers will continue to leave
them in the shadows.

Jammu and Kashmir can still

correct this. But it must act quick-
ly, before more farmers pass away,
leaving their land floating, un-
claimed, between statute and soil.

The author is a land policy

researcher and columnist based in

South Kashmir. He writes on rev-

enue administration, rural reform,

and governance.
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Why Kashmiri Students Are Losing Faith in Schools

ducation in Kashmir has

always been seen as a path

to dignity and growth. It’s a

basic need. But sadly, many
children here are now turning away
from schools and walking toward pri-
vate coaching centers.

This silent shift is telling us some-
thing we cannot ignore.

Jammu and Kashmir has a long
tradition of learning. From Kalhana
to Lal Ded and Rusul Mir, this region
has given the world great thinkers.
Today, it has more than 24,000 schools
and about 300 higher education insti-
tutions. But despite these numbers,
quality is missing.

Government schools here face se-
rious problems. Many still run with
broken buildings, a shortage of teach-
ers, and no proper digital learning.
Teachers are often pulled away from
classrooms to handle election work
and other government tasks.

Since 2018, around 8,300 teaching
positions, including principals and
lecturers, have remained vacant. No
new recruitments have been made in
years. Many schools in remote areas
still work with just one or two class-
rooms.

These gaps are forcing students,
even those in middle school, to join
coaching centers. According to the

Annual Status of Education Report
2024, only 47% of students in govern-
ment schools in Jammu and Kashmir
can read a second-grade text.

In 2018, this figure was 55%. In
basic math, only 28% of class VIII stu-
dents can solve simple division prob-
lems. This shows how fast the quality
of learning is slipping.

Coaching centers are filling
this gap. They offer better teaching,
mentorship, and even mental health
support. They help students prepare
early for exams, something schools
should be doing.

But these centers come at a cost.
Many children from poor families,

especially in villages, cannot afford
them. Their only choice is to stay in
struggling government schools.

The rise of coaching centers is a
sign that something is broken. Schools
should be the first place where children
get quality education, but in Kashmir,
they are falling behind.

This is not just a policy issue. It is
the story of thousands of children look-
ing for hope outside their schools.

Sincerely,
Syed Adnan Hashmi

Law Student
University of Kashmir
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The Gentle Coach of Kashmir

After a childhood accident left him struggling to walk, a Srinagar Samaritan found his
way to fitness. Today, he’s helping young people in Kashmir find their own strength.

Gowher Bhat

hen Muzeen Firdous was a boy, he
erll from a height and broke his leg

badly. It was the kind of injury that
can easily shape a person’s entire life.

For years, he struggled to walk. People
around him would look at him with help-
lessness. They thought his future was al-
ready written.

“People pitied me,” Muzeen said. “But
even as a child, I made a promise to myself.
[ wasn't going to let this be the end of my
story.”

Growing up in Shivpora, Srinagar, Mu-
zeen didn’t plan to become a fitness coach.
He studied Mechanical Engineering and fol-
lowed what many would call a ‘safe’ path.
But even then, his heart kept pulling him
back to training.

He started working out at a small CRPF
gym in 2009. There were no mirrors, no fan-
cy machines, just old equipment, sweat, and
steady effort.

Later, he joined another gym in Jawahar
Nagar where he met Irfan Ali, the coach who
changed everything for him.

“Irfan Sir didn’t just teach me how to lift
weights,” Muzeen said. “He taught me how
to be consistent, how to control my emo-
tions. That's what really shaped me.”

But Muzeen’s emotional strength didn’t
just come from the gym. It came from home.

His cousin, known to everyone as Pinka Bhai,
became the person he leaned on the most.

“He believed in me when no one else did,”
Muzeen said. “He showed me how to stay
calm when life gets messy. I learned how to
handle pressure because of him.”

When Muzeen moved to cities like Delhi,
Mumbai, Pune, and Bangalore, he trained
people from all walks of life. Young profes-
sionals, athletes, even those coming back
from injuries.

He realized something important while
working with them.

“Fitness isn't just about your body,” he
said. “It’s also about your mind. People don’t
even realize how much stress they're carry-

ing until they start moving. Lifting weights
helps them feel in control again.”

Even though his career was growing out-
side Kashmir, his heart kept pulling him back
home.

He eventually returned to Srinagar and
started offering personal training and group
sessions. He made it a point to work with
people who usually can’t afford it.

He began running public fitness events
and sharing tips on social media, hoping to
reach those who might feel too shy or unsure
to start.

“I want people to understand that health
isn’t a luxury,” he said. “It's something every-
one can have.”

During the Covid-19 lockdown, when
life across Kashmir became grounded and
gloomy, Muzeen stepped up.

He delivered food, checked on struggling
families, and called people who were feeling
low and lonely.

“l wasn’t trying to be a hero,” he said. “I
just knew people needed steady hands and
steady minds.”

Today, many of his young clients come to

The Lost

ol wmers

him not just to lose weight or get stronger,
but to feel better about themselves.

Some of them battle low self-esteem or
emotional pain. For them, his fitness ses-
sions become a safe routine, a place to build
new habits and new hope.

“You can see the change,” he said. “They
become calmer. They stop reacting to every
little thing. They grow stronger inside.”

Muzeen believes fitness can keep young
people away from dangerous habits.

He often visits schools and colleges to talk
about how taking care of the body can also

L 4.4

He often visits schools and
colleges to talk about how
taking care of the body
can also bring peace to the
mind. He mentors young
people who can’t pay for
training, and some of them
are now choosing fitness
careers of their own.

bring peace to the mind. He mentors young
people who can’t pay for training, and some
of them are now choosing fitness careers of
their own.

What people notice most about Muzeen
isn't his posturing, but his presence. His cli-
ents call him a “gentle motivator.” He pushes
people, but never with force.

“I've learned that showing up every day is
more important than going hard one day and
quitting the next,” he said.

Now, he is working on opening a well-
ness center that brings fitness, nutrition,
and mental health under one roof. He's also
writing a beginner’s guide to fitness and
planning online classes to reach more people
across India.

“I don’'t want people to just look good,” he
said. “I want them to feel strong, inside and out.”

For those feeling stuck or lost, Muzeen has
a simple message.

“You're not broken. You're just standing
at a turn,” he said. “Every day is a chance to
start. That's all it takes.”

The author is a Pulwama-based writer and
educator.

Ritual of Reading

In a world of glowing screens and endless scrolling,
the old companionship of books is slipping away.
What happens to us when we lose it?

Dr. Gazanfar Abass

day when a child would choose

a screen over a storybook.

But that day is here. It is in cafés
and classrooms, in parks and living
rooms. Wherever you look, heads
are bent. Not over pages, but over
phones.

The soft rustle of turning paper
has been replaced by the sharp taps
of scrolling thumbs. The scent of
ink and worn leather, the small joy
of folding a page to return to later—
these are becoming rare.

Sometimes | wonder if we notice
what we are losing. We have built a
life where every room is lit by the
soft blue glow of screens. Questions
that once sent us to libraries now
get answered in seconds. There is
something wonderful about this,
something fast and clever. What
used to take days now takes min-
utes.

But in the rush, something else has
slipped away. The book waits for no
one’s attention. It does not blink or
buzz. It simply waits, resting in cor-
ners and shelves, until we choose to
return.

Books ask for time. They move
at a human pace. When we open
them, they do not pull us in with
noise. They invite us gently. There
is no hurry. A book gives us the
chance to travel without leav-
ing our chair. It lets us walk with
strangers. It offers us questions in-
stead of answers. Sometimes it sits
silently with us when we are too
tired to read. Sometimes it changes
us before we notice.

Reading is more than collecting
knowledge. It is meeting minds. It is
sitting in a room with someone who
may have lived centuries ago and let-
ting their words reach us. Books do
not just tell us things, they ask us to
think. They help us slow down. They
teach us patience. They help us prac-
tice silence.

The old rituals of reading are

Inever thought I would see the

e
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Technology is not the villain. The
internet connects us, teaches us,
surprises us. But it does not replace the
slow, careful work of turning pages. It does
not hold the weight of a well-loved book.

small but full of meaning. The way
a finger traces a sentence. The way
a margin holds a note. The way a
folded corner remembers where
we once paused. These habits leave
marks on the mind. They shape the
way we notice the world. They teach
us to sit with ideas that are hard and
sometimes uncomfortable.

In a study from Sussex Univer-
sity, researchers found that reading
can ease stress faster than music or
walking. But readers have always
known that. Books are like healers.
They sit with us through difficult
days. They carry us to places where
our worries feel small.

No two people read the same
book in the same way. One may find
comfort. Another may find courage.
Someone else may discover a ques-
tion that stays with them for years.
Books mirror who we are. They also
point to what we can become.

Technology is not the villain. The

internet connects us, teaches us,
surprises us. But it does not replace
the slow, careful work of turning
pages. It does not hold the weight of
a well-loved book. A screen cannot
offer the small joy of finding a note
in the margin left by your younger
self. It cannot give the soft thrill of
discovering a folded page where
your heart once stopped to rest.
Today, the book is still here. It
waits, without protest, on the shelf,
in a drawer, sometimes under a pile
of papers. It waits for our return.
And maybe the real danger is not
that we forget the stories, but that
we forget how to be with them,
how to sit still, how to wander
slowly, and how to think carefully.

Dr. Gazanfar Abass is a Veteri-

nary Assistant Surgeon in the Ani-
mal Husbandry Department, Jammu
and Kashmir. He can be reached at
gazanfar0966@gmail.com.

Bring Back the Book

A child who reads will outgrow the
world. But today’s children are outgrowing

books. Here’s how to change that

C.K. Subramaniam

answer is in the affirmative,

going by the opinion of aca-
demicians and experts.

Several among them ex-
pressed apprehensions over the
declining habit. Nevertheless,
they also feel certain that the
benefits of reading are unmatch-
able. You need to read books if
you want creativity.

Students should inculcate
love for studying literature as
the global impact of visual me-
dia has weaned them away

Is reading on the decline? The

from reading habits and the
way students were book- %\ :
s

worms in the past is
dwindling slowly and
steadily.

Study of literature
would help enhance
knowledge and read-
ing any quality book brings
power of knowledge to the
young generation.

With dominance of social me-
dia, the students divert the time
to lesser options rather than go-
ing through a series of e-books
available for browsing.

A book is a treasure that in-
creases with sharing. And social
media is a strong influence in
developing trends and curiosity
among youngsters.

Reading improves imagina-
tion and that’s how we prefer
spending my summer vacation
apart from playing board games
with friends and family mem-
bers.

However, books and e-books
cannot be compared. It is just
like going to a five star restau-
rant or ordering in a roadside
eatery.

After all a book is a reflection
of life and when we read a book
so many different thoughts and
perspectives will come out in
our mind.

If we could make a young
lad read for at least 30 minutes

a day, then it is a big achieve-
ment as most of them are glued
to the television screen. If that is
not available then, they are busy
playing smartphone games.

It is better to get involved
by playing an outdoor game
of cricket rather than being at
home like a frog inside a well.

Instill reading  habits

them and encouraging them to
read will enhance their reading
skills and they make it a habit.
Nowadays, although every
college has a library, it is unfor-
tunate to say that most of these
libraries are busy only during ex-
ams. In any class, not even half of
the students use libraries effec-
tively. It helps students improve

among h‘\\meirtechnical knowledge and
the £ 4 communication skills.
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children
from a very young age. The
colourful book will just encour-
age them to browse through the
entire book and that will enrich
their knowledge over a period of
time.

Reading habit is the best
among all soft skills as it is a
source of creative power. But
the present education system
is structured such that students
are studying only academic
books and not other books or
magazines.

Parents should encourage stu-
dents to study different books
concerning national, social, cul-
tural and political issues. Col-
leges should frequently organise
seminars and debates on rel-
evant issues.

In my opinion, it is the re-
sponsibility of the parents to
learn the habit of reading books
to the children. If one of the fam-
ily members reads good books,
then the children are inspired.

Presenting good books to

A should have its
own public li-
. brary so that not
just  students,
but also farm-
ers, job holders
and housewives can
use it during their free
time. It is sad to say that
every village has a wine
shop but not a library.

Books are good friends. Biog-
raphies of great scientific fiction
and novels make a person im-
prove their thinking ability, ana-
lytical skills and moral values.

In this competitive world, stu-
dents will work hard to get on in
their career at the best by facing
tough competition, and accord-
ingly their studies. As a result,
they have no time for general
awareness, to read other books.

Awareness to the students has
to come from parents as well
as teachers who need to make
them aware of historical facts of
the country, current issues, so-
cial issues, international issues,
development in science and
technology.

This makes the students go
through the general books, mag-
azines, newspapers with keen
interest to know what it is then,
what happens next.

Knowledge is power and by
inculcating knowledge the fu-
ture of children will be at the top
of the world.

The author hails from Navi
Mumbai
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New Dads’ Mental Struggles Can Impact

Kids’ Health, Early Support Key

The Conversation

n Australia, an estimated one in 10

men experience mental health is-

sues such as anxiety and depression

before and after their child is born
(the perinatal period).

Alongside emotional ups and downs
and exhaustion, new dads may also be
facing greater practical demands, such
as caring for the baby, supporting their
partner, and providing financially.

It’s not surprising, then, that becom-
ing a dad may be linked to increased
psychological distress. But it’s concern-
ing because many men don’t access help.
There’s also growing evidence a father’s
mental state may affect his developing
child in the short and long term.

Our new review brings together the
international evidence about the relation-
ship between fathers’ mental health and
children’s development for the first time.

We found consistent associations be-
tween dads’ psychological distress before
and after birth and poorer outcomes in
children’s social, emotional, cognitive,
language and physical development,
from birth until the early teens.

The good news? There are effective
ways to intervene early.

Barriers to getting help

There are complex reasons why
new fathers might not access help for
mental distress.

Notably, a 2024 review of Australian
and international research found fathers
are not routinely asked in health-care
settings about their wellbeing at any
point before the birth of a child, or after —
when support is often most needed.

Men may also feel they need to be
strong and push past tough emotions to
“get on” with looking after the family.

They may be reluctant to acknowl-
edge their own difficulties, and instead
avoid the issue, through strategies such
as working excessively, or using alcohol
or other drugs.

Working hours can also make access-
ing services difficult.

As a result, men may have trouble
recognising mental distress and it may
go undetected by the people around them
and in the wider health-care system.

We don’t know the true impact

Research on early risk factors for
poorer child development is around 17
times more likely to focus on mothers’
health and lifestyle, compared to fathers.

This focus is understandable, given
up to one in five women experience peri-
natal anxiety or depression in the transi-
tion to motherhood.

Strong evidence links mothers’ men-
tal distress to poorer child outcomes. For
example, mothers experiencing perinatal
anxiety or depression may withdraw and
find it difficult to interact with their child.
This may be linked to delays in children’s
developing social and emotional skills.

Yet similar research on fathers has
been lacking.

This imbalance affects health poli-
cy and clinical practice, leaving many
fathers feeling excluded from family
health care. The impact on their children
has also been poorly understood.

What we looked at

Our new research aimed to under-
stand how men’s mental health before and
after birth is related to their child’s devel-
opment, from birth through adolescence.

We looked at the findings from 84 lon-
gitudinal studies which track people over
long periods of time, including from Aus-
tralia, Europe, Asia and North America.

The review included any study that
measured an association between peri-
natal depression, anxiety or stress in
fathers (biological or adoptive) and child
development. These included social and
emotional skills, thinking and problem-
solving, language, physical development
and motor skills.

Our study had three main findings

First, mental distress in fathers dur-
ing pregnancy and after birth was con-
sistently linked to poorer development
in their children.

Specifically, this included lower ratings
on social, emotional, cognitive, and lan-
guage skills, such as the capacity to interact
with others, understand feelings, process in-
formation and communicate. It also affected
physical health outcomes, such as body
weight, sleep and eating patterns.

Second, associations were evident
from early development (infancy) through
to the early teens (13 years). This suggests

that, without support, a father’s perinatal
mental distress may be related to child de-
velopment well beyond infancy.

Third, fathers’ mental distress after
birth was more strongly related to how
children developed than their mental
distress during pregnancy.

This is not surprising, because it’s
when fathers begin to interact with in-
fants and may more directly influence
their development.

So, what should change?

Our findings underscore that getting
in early to support dads — both before and
soon after the arrival of a new child - is
crucial.

Routine screening for signs of mental
distress is effective in identifying moth-
ers who might benefit from help. This
could be extended to all parents, through
family planning, antenatal and postpar-
tum clinics, and GP check-ups.

Research shows 80% of men see a
GP or allied health practitioner in the
year before having a baby. Asking about
other aspects of wellbeing — such as sleep
quality — can be an effective and non-stig-
matising way to ease into conversations
about mental health.

This can help connect men with sup-
port services earlier, to improve their
health and their children’s.

What should men look out for?

Studies suggest men may often ex-
press their distress through relationship
strain, rather than sadness. They may
also report self-harm, suicidal ideation
and feeling isolated.

Common signs a new dad might be
struggling with mental health include:
fatigue, sleep problems, difficulty concen-
trating, racing heart, sweating, muscle
tension, changes in appetite, feeling wor-
ried or out of control, irritability, anger,
increased use of alcohol or other drugs.

‘Al Chatbots Using Reason
Emit More Carbon Than Those
Responding Concisely’

Press Trust Of India

study found that carbon emissions

from chat-based generative Al can

be six times higher when respond-

ing to complex prompts, like ab-

stract algebra or philosophy, compared to

simpler prompts, such as high school history.

"The environmental impact of question-

ing trained (large-language models) is strong-

ly determined by their reasoning approach,

with explicit reasoning processes significant-

ly driving up energy consumption and carbon

emissions," first author Maximilian Dauner,

aresearcher at Hochschule Miinchen Univer-
sity of Applied Sciences, Germany, said.

"We found that reasoning-enabled mod-

els produced up to 50 times more (carbon di-

oxide) emissions than concise response mod-

els," Dauner added.
The study, published in the journal Fron-

prompt in natural language. More tokens lead
to increased carbon dioxide emissions.

Chatbots equipped with an ability to rea-
son, or 'reasoning models', produced 543.5
'thinking' tokens per question, whereas con-
cise models - producing one-word answers
-- required just 37.7 tokens per question, the
researchers found.

Thinking tokens are additional ones that
reasoning models generate before producing
an answer, they explained.

However, more thinking tokens do not
necessarily guarantee correct responses, as
the team said, elaborate detail is not always
essential for correctness.

Dauner said, "None of the models that kept
emissions below 500 grams of CO equivalent
achieved higher than 80 per cent accuracy on
answering the 1,000 questions correctly."

"Currently, we see a clear accuracy-sus-
tainability trade-off inherent in (large-lan-
guage model) technologies," the author added.

tiers in Communication, evaluated how 14
large-language models (which power chat-
bots), including DeepSeek and Cogito, pro-
cess information before responding to 1,000
benchmark questions -- 500 multiple-choice
and 500 subjective.

Each model responded to 100 questions on
each of the five subjects chosen for the analy-
sis -- philosophy, high school world history,
international law, abstract algebra, and high
school mathematics.

"Zero-token reasoning traces appear when
no intermediate text is needed (e.g. Cogito 70B
reasoning on certain history items), whereas
the maximum reasoning burden (6.716 tokens)
is observed for the Deepseek R1 7B model on an
abstract algebra prompt," the authors wrote.

Tokens are virtual objects created by
conversational AI when processing a user's

The most accurate performance was seen
in the reasoning model Cogito, with a nearly
85 per cent accuracy in responses, whilst pro-
ducing three times more carbon dioxide emis-
sions than similar-sized models generating
concise answers.

"In conclusion, while larger and reason-
ing-enhanced models significantly outper-
form smaller counterparts in terms of ac-
curacy, this improvement comes with steep
increases in emissions and computational
demand," the authors wrote.

"Optimising reasoning efficiency and
response brevity, particularly for challeng-
ing subjects like abstract algebra, is crucial
for advancing more sustainable and envi-
ronmentally conscious artificial intelligence
technologies," they wrote.
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JKEDI Commences Week-Long

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- The Jammu and
Kashmir Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Institute (JKEDI) on
Monday commenced Manage-
ment Development Programs
(MDP) in 11 Districts of the
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, under the Raising
and Accelerating MSME Per-
formance (RAMP) scheme. The
initiative is being funded by
the Union Ministry of MSME
and implemented in the Union
Territory by the Industries and
Commerce Department.

The Management Develop-
ment Programmes (MDPs) were
inaugurated in district Kathua,
Kishtwar, Reasi, Samba, Ud-
hampur, Anantnag, Bandipora,
Baramulla, Ganderbal, Poonch
and Rajouri. A total of 222 can-
didates including 168 women
have been registered for the
MDP, who shall undergo a 30-
hour training over six days.

At Udhampur and Poonch,
the program was inaugurated
by Mohinder Kumar Sharma,
Deputy Director, District Em-
ployment and Counselling Cen-
tre, Udhampur and Abdul Majid
Tantray, Deputy Director, Dis-
trict Employment and Counsel-
ling Centre, Poonch respectively.

At Rajouri, Baramulla and
Kishtwar districts, the MDPs
were inaugurated by Ujwal Ma-
hajan, Principal Government In-
dustrial Training Institute (ITI),
Rajouri, Javed Ahmad Ganie,
Principal, Government Indus-

Management Development Prog

trial Training Institute (ITI),
Baramulla and Zubair Ahmad,

In-charge Principal, Govern-
ment Boys Higher Secondary
School, Kishtwar respectively.

At Bandipora, Samba, Reasi,
Anantnag, Ganderbal and Kath-
ua, the MDPs were inaugurated
by the JKEDI course team.

The MDPs coordinated by
JKEDI District Centres wit-
nessed participation from the
local MSMEs, who will be pro-
vided with the real time know-
how of running and managing
the businesses. The programme
will help the MSMEs of the area
to enhance their skills and inter-
act with the experts from differ-
ent line departments.

The program aims to strength-
en the managerial, financial and
strategic skills of the entrepre-
neurs and small business own-
ers, empowering them to scale
up operations, enhance com-
petitiveness and create sustain-
able enterprises. This flagship
initiative is being implemented
in alignment with the broader
objectives of the Government of
India’s RAMP program to bolster
the MSME ecosystem.

The MDP curriculum has been
meticulously designed by sub-
ject matter experts and includes
modules on business planning,
marketing strategies, digital
tools, financial literacy, compli-
ance, innovation and leader-
ship. The program also includes
mentorship sessions, case stud-
ies and hands-on workshops to
provide real-world insights.

‘Hotel Occupancy In Jammu Reduced
To 10% Post Pahalgam Attack’

Observer News Service

JAMMU- All Jammu Hotels and
Lodges Association (AJHLA)
on Monday revealed that post
April 22 Pahalgam terror at-
tack, the hotel occupancy in
Jammu has declined to 10%
causing immense losses to the
tourism sector in the region.

Addressing a news confer-
ence, the members of the AJHLA
said that the tourism sector in
Jammu has been badly affected
post Pahalgam attack while the
occupancy in hotels have re-
duced to just 10 per cent.

“Our survival is at risk,” they
said, adding that the govern-
ment has come up with a poli-
cy, giving focus to the tourism
sector of Kashmir Valley only,
while the Jammu division has
been neglected.

Welcoming the intended pil-
grims of Amarnath Yatra, the

association appealed the yatris
to visit Jammu also and explore
the tourism in the cities of
Jammu and Kashmir, reported
news agency KNO.

“The government has been
neglecting Jammu and focusing
only on Kashmir. Post Pahal-
gam attack, the tourists have
started visiting Kashmir while
Jammu has been witnessing
slump in the tourism activities
persistently,” they said, adding
that such a situation has affect-
ed their survival.

The association demanded
the government needs to for-
mulate a policy on urgent basis
to boost the tourism activities
in Jammu as well.

“We were expecting a good
flow of visitors in Jammu ahead of
Amarnath Yatra, but the situation
has not changed, thereby forcing
us to start reducing the manpow-
er,” AJHLA members said.

FM Urges I-T Officers
to Speed Up Grievance
Redressal, Timely Refunds

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday asked tax officers to
proactively resolve taxpayer
grievances and emphasised
on the need for timely pro-
cessing of refunds.
Addressing the Conclave of
Principal Chief Commission-
ers of Income-tax (PrCCs IT),
the minister asked officials
to prioritize and accelerate
the disposal of disputed tax
demands that are currently
pending before the faceless
appellate authorities. This is
aimed at reducing litigation
backlog and ensuring timely
resolution, thereby enhancing
taxpayer trust in the system.
Sitharaman emphasised the
need for the timely processing
of tax refunds and the proac-
tive resolution of taxpayer
grievances. PrCCsIT were asked
to monitor these areas closely
and adopt a taxpayer-centric
approach to improve service
delivery and transparency, an
official statement said.
Refunds issued for FY 2025-
26 as on June 19 grew 58.04
per cent year-on-year.
Sitharaman directed the
CBDT to significantly reduce
pendency in grievance re-
dressal mechanisms such as
CPGRAMS and e-Nivaran per-
taining to the department.
She  emphasised  that
prompt and time-bound dis-
posal of taxpayer grievances is

essential for ensuring respon-
sive governance, the state-
ment added.

Out of the total 160,229

grievances  (CPGRAMS &
E-nivaran) for FY 2025-26,
1,31,844 grievances were re-
solved (up to June 17), leading
to 82.28 per cent disposal.

"The Union Finance Minis-
ter urged the Principal Chief
Commissioners (PrCCs) to en-
sure that tax compliance pro-
cesses are made simpler, more
transparent, and taxpayer-
friendly. She highlighted the
importance of a structured,
process-driven approach to
compliance, which, over time,
would lead to both greater
ease for taxpayers and im-
proved voluntary compliance
across the board," the state-
ment said.

The minister also instruct-
ed that all departmental ap-
peals falling below the revised
monetary thresholds be iden-
tified and withdrawn within a
period of three months.

The government has in-

creased the monetary thresh-
olds for filing tax dispute ap-
peals by the department. The
limit to file appeal before the
Income Tax Appellate Tri-
bunal (ITAT) increased from
Rs 50 lakh to Rs 60 lakh. For
High Courts, the limit was In-
creased from Rs 1 crore to Rs 2
crore. For the Supreme Court,
the limit was hiked from Rs 2
crore to Rs 5 crore.

Out of the pending 5.77 lakh
appeals, over 2.25 lakh appeals
are targeted for completion in
FY 2025-26, addressing over
Rs 10 lakh crore of disputed
demand. Around 4,605 cases
were withdrawn after the
monetary limits were raised
in 2024, and in around 3,120
cases, appeals were not filed
as the monetary limits for fil-
ing appeals were increased.

Sitharaman noted that the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) has undertaken sev-
eral significant reforms in
recent years, particularly in
faceless assessment, e-veri-
fication system, tax exemp-
tions & changes in slab rates,
and digital service delivery.
She called for further con-
solidation of these reforms
to deliver tangible benefits to
taxpayers.

The conclave was also at-
tended by Revenue Secretary
Arvind Shrivastava, Central
Board of Direct Taxes Chair-
man Ravi Agarwal, and mem-
bers and senior officers of
CBDT.

THE MINISTER ALSO INSTRUCTED THAT ALL DEPARTMENTAL
G APPEALS falling below the revised monetary thresholds be identified and
withdrawn within a period of three months.

India Has Oil Supplies To Last
Several Weeks: Puri

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- India, the world's
third-largest oil importer and
fourth-biggest gas buyer, has
enough energy supplies to
meet requirements for sev-
eral weeks and continues to
receive supplies from several
routes, Oil Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said amid escalat-
ing tensions in the globe's big-
gest energy supply regions.

In a post on X, the minister
said the government has been
"closely monitoring the evolv-
ing geopolitical situation in
the Middle East since the past
two weeks."

"Under the leadership of PM
@narendramodi Ji, we have
diversified our supplies in
the past few years and a large
volume of our supplies do not
come through the Strait of
Hormuz now," he said.

The Strait of Hormuz, which
Iran is threatening to shut
down following US strikes on
its nuclear facilities, is an im-
portant transit for oil coming
from the Middle East.

About 2 million barrels per
day (bpd) of crude oil out of In-
dia's total import of 5.5 million
bpd transits through the nar-
row waterway. However, India
has diversified sources -- from
Russia to the US and Brazil --

which can readily fill any void.

Russian oil is logistically
detached from the Strait of
Hormuz, flowing via the Suez
Canal, Cape of Good Hope, or
Pacific Ocean.

Even the US, West African,
and Latin American flows --
though costlier -- are increas-
ingly viable backup options.

"Our Oil Marketing Compa-
nies have supplies for several
weeks and continue to receive
energy supplies from several
routes. We will take all neces-
sary steps to ensure stability
of supplies of fuel to our citi-
zens," Puri said.

Global oil prices have
jumped to their highest lev-
el since January after Israel
struck Iran, in a dramatic esca-
lation of tensions in the Middle
East. Rates of the benchmark
Brent crude were up more than
10 per cent to USD 77 a barrel.

India imports more than 85
per cent of its crude oil needs
and roughly half of its natural
gas requirement. More than
40 per cent of the oil imports
and half of gas imports come
from the Middle East.

Despite the spike on Friday,
oil prices are still more than
10 per cent lower than where
they were at the same point
last year. They are also well be-
low over USD 100 a barrel rate
seen in early 2022 following
Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

Russia is India's largest sup-
plier of crude oil, which is re-
fined into fuels like petrol and
diesel in refineries.

Qatar is India's biggest sup-
plier of natural gas, which is
used to make fertilisers, gen-
erate electricity, and turned
into CNG to run automobiles
and piped to household kitch-
ens for cooking.

India US Trying To Finalise Interim
Trade Deal Before Jul 9: Sources

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- India and the US
are engaged in negotiations
for an interim trade deal and
are trying to finalise the pact
before July 9, sources said on
Monday.

The high tariffs announced
by the US on April 2 were sus-
pended by the Trump adminis-
tration till July 9.

The US, on April 2, imposed
an additional 26 per cent re-
ciprocal tariff on Indian goods
but suspended it for 90 days.
However, the 10 per cent base-
line tariff imposed by America
remains in place. India is seek-
ing full exemption from the ad-
ditional 26 per cent tariff.

"We are very keen, we are en-
gaged, we are trying. Both sides
are trying, but both sides have
to be happy,” sources said when
asked if the two countries are
keen to finalise an interim trade
agreement by July 9.

There are always certain
areas which are difficult in a
trade agreement, they added.

Agriculture and dairy sec-
tors are "difficult and challeng-
ing areas for India. And India
has not opened up dairy in any
of its free trade pacts,” one of
the sources said.

The US wants duty conces-
sions on certain industrial
goods, automobiles - especially
electric vehicles, wines, petro-
chemical products, dairy, and
agricultural items like apples,
tree nuts, and genetically mod-
ified crops.

TRADE OEAL

India is seeking duty conces-
sions for labour-intensive sec-
tors like textiles, gems and jew-
ellery, leather goods, garments,
plastics, chemicals, shrimp, oil
seeds, grapes, and bananas in
the proposed trade pact.

When asked if the July 9
deadline is not extended, the
sources said the tariffs would
come to the April 2 level (26 per
cent in the case of India).

If it is not extended, India
may gain in something and
may lose some compared to
other countries, but the US will
also get affected because of the
high tariffs, they said.

There is complete uncertain-
ty over the further extension of
tariff suspension beyond July 9.

For the next round of talks,
the Indian team may visit the
US. They have fixed a deadline
to conclude the first phase by
the fall (September-October)
this year.

However, dates for the same
have not yet been decided.

The US team was here from
June 5-11 for the talks. The ne-
gotiations will continue both
virtually and physically in the
days to come.
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Markets Slump On Heightened Tensions
In Middle East; Sensex Drops 500 Pts

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Stock market bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nifty
tumbled on Monday, as inten-
sifying tensions in the Middle
East after the US bombed three
major nuclear sites in Iran un-
nerved investors.

Besides, selling pressure in
IT, tech and auto stocks amid
elevated global crude prices
dented market sentiments,
traders said.

After losing over 900 points
in day trade, the 30-share
index recovered some lost
ground to close with a loss of
511.38 points or 0.62 per cent
at 81,896.79.

During the day, it tumbled
931.41 points or 1.13 per cent to
81,476.76.

As many as 2,204 stocks de-
clined, while 1,854 advanced
and 182 remained unchanged
on the BSE.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 140.50 points or 0.56
per cent to 24,971.90.

"The entry of the US into the
Israel-Iran conflict heightened
tension as panic selling by in-
vestors triggered major cor-
rection in early trade. Also, if
oil prices shoot up rapidly due
to the ongoing war, higher im-
port bills would lead to a fast
decline in the local currency
against the dollar and weigh on
inflation.

"However, Flls turning out
buyers of local shares worth
over Rs 10,000 crore in the past
4 sessions shows that India's
strong fundamentals continue
to attract foreigners despite
global uncertainty,” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

The US bombed three major
nuclear sites -- Fordow, Natanz
and Isfahan -- in Iran, directly
engaging itself in the Israel-
Iran conflict.

From the Sensex pack, HCL
Tech, Infosys, Larsen & Toubro,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Hindu-
stan Unilever, ITC, Tata Con-
sultancy Services and Maruti
were the biggest laggards.

In contrast, Trent, Bharat
Electronics, Bajaj Finance and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were
among the gainers.

The BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.57 per cent, and the
midcap index rose 0.20 per
cent.

Among BSE sectoral indices,
WBSE Focused IT lost 1.48 per
cent, IT tanked 1.46 per cent,
teck (1.10 per cent), auto (0.88
per cent), FMCG (0.62 per cent),
telecommunication (0.50 per
cent) and bankex (0.38 per cent).

Capital Goods jumped 0.94
per cent, services (0.73 per
cent), metal (0.71 per cent),
commodities (0.46 per cent)
and consumer durables (0.38
per cent).

Gold Falls Rs 160 To Rs 99,800 Per

Rice Exporters Face Disruptions,

10 G; Silver Trades Flat

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Gold price fell by Rs 160 to
Rs 99,800 per 10 grams in the national
capital on Monday due to continuous
selling by jewellers and stockists, ac-
cording to the All India Sarafa Associa-
tion.

The precious metal of 99.9 per cent
purity had closed at Rs 99,960 per 10
grams on Friday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity depreci-
ated by Rs 150 to Rs 99,100 per 10 grams
(inclusive of all taxes). It had settled at
Rs 99,250 per 10 grams in the previous
market close.

However, silver traded flat at Rs
1,05,200 per kilogram (inclusive of all
taxes) on Monday.

On the global front, spot gold went
lower marginally to USD 3,365.40 per
ounce.

"Gold briefly surged to USD 3,413.80
per ounce on Monday but has since
pulled back, as investors await Iran's

response following US participation in
the air strikes on Tehran,” Kaynat Chain-
wala, AVP-Commodity Research, Kotak
Securities, said.

Investors will be awaiting key eco-
nomic events, including Fed Chair Je-
rome Powell's congressional testimony,
US GDP data, and core PCE inflation
figures, which could offer fresh clues on
monetary policy direction amid a mixed
message from the Federal Reserve,
Chainwala added.

Commodities markets experts said
the release of flash PMI data from major
economies, including the US and the UK,
later in the day, is expected to offer fresh
cues on the state of global economic
health.

According to Emkay Global Financial
Services' Research Analyst - Commodi-
ties and Currency Riya Singh, domestic
prices of gold have risen 4 per cent so far
in June, although trading at a growing
discount to global rates owing to weak
jewellery demand.

Payment Delays Amid Iran-Israel War

Press Trust Of India

CHANDIGARH- With the escalation of
Iran-Israel conflict, rice exporters in
Haryana -- which accounts for 30 per
cent of the country's basmati rice ship-
ments to Iran -- are struggling with ma-
jor disruptions in ship movements and
payment delays.

While Karnal is the main hub of bas-
mati exports, Kaithal and Sonipat too
contribute to the foreign demand.

"The ongoing Iran-Israel conflict has
impacted the trade," said Sushil Jain,
Rice Exporters Association's state unit
president.

"Nearly 10 lakh metric tonnes of Bas-
mati rice is exported from the country to
Iran, of which Haryana's share is about
30-35 per cent," he said, adding that
shipments of about 1 lakh metric tonnes
of basmati rice for Iran are stuck at ports.

Besides, the payments amounting to
Rs 1,500 crore to Rs 2,000 crore for near-
ly 2 lakh MT of the rice exported to Iran

by Indian exporters has also got stuck
due to the conflict, Jain said.

The escalation in the conflict is going to
impact the Indian market which is already
witnessing some fall in the prices, he said.

"Another issue which the exporters
are facing is the lack of insurance cover
for the vessels during war which in-
creases the risk for us," he added.

Iran is India's second-largest basmati
rice market after Saudi Arabia. India ex-
ported around 1 million tonnes of the
aromatic grain to Iran during the 2024-
25 fiscal year.

India exported approximately 6 mil-
lion tonnes of basmati rice during 2024-
25, with demand primarily driven by the
Middle East and West Asian markets. Oth-
er major buyers include Iraq, the United
Arab Emirates and the United States.

The Israel-Iran conflict has escalated
significantly in recent weeks, with both
sides exchanging heavy strikes and the
US becoming directly involved in the
hostilities.

Majority Of Respondents Admit
Paying Convenience Fees Across
Online Platforms: Survey

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- A majority of re-
spondents admitted paying
convenience fees across several
online platforms for buying prod-
ucts or services and booking tick-
ets, LocalCircles said on Monday.

The online survey platform
claims to have received over
40,000 responses from consum-
ers located in over 321 districts of
the country, while the number of
replies for each question varied.

The survey, conducted be-
tween April 2 to June 21, dis-
covered the scope for online
entities that do not charge con-
venience fees as 78 per cent of
respondents expressed that
desire to prefer those platforms
that do not levy such fees.

"62 per cent of consumers sur-

veyed say they are being charged
convenience charges for the ma-
jority of the tickets or services
they purchase online," the report
said. It found that consumers
have paid convenience fees on
leading platforms like Flipkart,
Amazon, Paytm, Razorpay, Myn-
tra, Ajio, Blinkit, Zepto, BigBas-
ket, PVR, Zomato, Swiggy, Book
My Show and even on railways
ticket booking platform IRCTC.

According to the survey, 52 per
cent of consumers said they have
been charged convenience fees
for most products they purchased
online. "Not so surprisingly, 78
per cent of consumers surveyed
say that they are very likely to
prefer platforms that do not levy
a convenience fee on product or
service purchases over those that
do," the report said.
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Kashmiri Veg Cuisine On
Vande Bharat Menu From July

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The IRCTC has de-
cided to serve Kashmiri veg-
etarian cuisine to passengers
travelling on the Katra-Srinagar
Vande Bharat train from the
second week of July.

"We are working out a plan to
serve local cuisine on the Katra-
Srinagar Vande Bharat train and
it is expected to start from the
second week of July,” Anand
Kumar Jha, Additional General
Manager, IRCTC, told PTI.

"Popular local cuisine, such
as ambal kaddu, babru, Jammu
paratha in breakfast and paneer
chaman, Kashmiri dum aloo and
Jammu rajma in lunch, will be
served to those who wish to try
the flavour of local food during
their Katra-Srinagar train ride,"
an Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation Limited
(IRCTC) official said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the Katra-
Srinagar Vande Bharat train
on June 6, connecting Srinagar
with the country's rail network.

The Indian Railways started
its commercial operations from
the next day and the IRCTC
treated passengers with its
usual menu.

"A decision has been taken to
promote local cuisine on premier

trains and we have worked out
a special plan for the Katra-
Srinagar Vande Bharat. We spoke
to all top food outlets and hotels,
such as Nathu's, Holiday Inn, JW
Marriott and ITC among others,
and selected the most popular lo-
cal dishes," the official said.

"Ambal kaddu, also known
as kaddu ka ambal, is a popular
Dogra cuisine prepared from
pumpkin. It is sweet and sour
and is often cooked at wedding
functions. Another breakfast
item, babru, is like a stuffed
puri, a favourite in the hilly ar-
eas," he added.

The official said lunch items,
such as paneer chaman and
Kashmiri dum aloo, are served
in other parts of the country
as well. However, these will be
prepared keeping in mind the
local spices and flavours to let
the travellers get a feel of the
city they are visiting.

According to the IRCTC, other
breakfast and lunch items, such
as upma, poha, vegetarian cutlet
etc., will also be available as an
option for those passengers who
do not wish to try local food.

The IRCTC said it has already
initiated the process to pro-
vide an option for local food on
premier trains, such as Vande
Bharat and Rajdhani Express.

"We have recently intro-
duced south Indian food,
such as steamed matta rice,
banana kalan etc, on the
Thiruvananthapuram Rajdhani.
A similar exercise has been
initiated on the Nagpur-
Secunderabad Vande Bharat
train, where while starting
from Nagpur, a popular dish of
the city will be offered to the
passengers and while returning
from Secunderabad, they can
relish Hyderabadi cuisine," the
official said.

Arab Countries Next Target
Of US, Israel: Dr Farooq

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: National Conference
(NC) president Farooq
Abdullah warned the Arab
countries on Monday that they
will be the next target of Israel
and the US as Tel Aviv and
Washington are eyeing their
oil and gas.

“It is their (United States’)
long-time policy that Iran
should not become a nuclear
power. Even the Sunni coun-
tries in the region are against it
but they do not have the cour-
age to speak up.

“Today, they think Iran has
been attacked, but I want to
warn them through you that
one day, Israel will attack them
also, because they want their
wealth like oil and gas. Israel
is only a facade, America is
standing right behind,” Farooq
told reporters after a party
meeting at Nawa-i-Subah here.

Asked about the impact of
the escalation of the war in
the Middle East, the former
Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister said it will severely
affect the economic condition
of all countries.

“I'am hopeful that the (other)
world powers are watching the
situation. If this (war) escalates,
the economic condition of ev-
ery country will head towards

ruin. They should try to stop
it and I pray that they are suc-
cessful as our condition in India
is also very bad,” he added.
Responding to a question
about media reports on con-

ditions for the restoration
of statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir, Farooq accused the
media of spreading falsehood.

“Who told them (about the
conditions)? Did they get a
revelation? The media here
is habitual of spreading lies,
it does not speak the truth.
Statehood is a right of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir. It is
not a favour to them,” he said.

Earlier, Farooq said the NC
has formed a human rights
wing that will be headed by
Pampore MLA Justice (re-
tired) Hasnain Masoodi, who
will be assisted by two other
members.

Qatar Airspace Closure

Al Express Diverts
2 Doha-bound Flights

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Air India Express
on Monday diverted two
Doha-bound flights due to the
closure of Qatar airspace.

"As a result of the ongoing
situation in the Middle East
and suspension of Qatar air-
space, Air India Express has di-
verted our Doha-bound flight
from Kochi to Muscat and re-
turned our flight bound from
Kannur," the airline said in a
statement.

The airline said that it has no
other flights bound for Qatar
and no aircraft are on the
ground in Qatar.

"We are monitoring the
situation closely and will take
all necessary precautions for
the safety and security of our
guests and crew, with inputs
from the relevant authorities,”
it added.

Air India Express operates
25 weekly flights to Qatar's
capital, Doha. It has direct ser-
vices to Doha from Kannur,
Kochi, Kozhikode, Mangaluru,

Thiruvananthapuram and
Tiruchchirappalli.
Besides, the carrier has

eight one-stop destinations
from Doha -- Bengalury,
Bhubaneshwar, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbai
and Pune.

In a post on X, IndiGo said
some of its flights may experi-
ence delays or diversions due
to the evolving situation in the
Middle East.

"These adjustments are be-
ing made to ensure operations
remain within safe and com-
pliant airspace,” it added.

Iran has launched missiles
targeting a US airbase in Qatar
as tensions escalate in the
Middle East.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

J&K Bags 19 Major

on National Highway-701A,
sanctioned at a cost of 23,830 crore,
followed by the Sadhana tunnel on
NH-701 with an allocation of 3,330
crore. The Zaznar-Shopian section of
NH-701A has been cleared at a cost of
3852 crore, while 3700 crore has been
earmarked for the construction of a
four-lane flyover from Lal Chowk to
Parimpora in Srinagar. The Trehgam-
Chambkote section of NH-701 will be
developed at a cost of ¥966 crore, and
the Magam flyover on the Narbal-
Gulmarg section will be constructed
at 3445 crore. Additionally, the
Qazigund Bypass has been approved
for 395 crore, and a two-lane bridge
over the Rambiara River at Shopian
on NH-444 will be built at a cost of
%71 crore.

In addition to these projects, the
ministry has also approved the prep-
aration of Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs) and feasibility studies for future
road and highway expansions over the
next three years. These include the
widening of NH-444 from Srinagar to
Qazigund, covering 63 kilometres; a
75-kilometre-long road from Shopian
to Magam on NH-701A; and the con-
struction of a 10.8-kilometre-long
Panjtarni tunnel with a 31-kilometre
approach road. The plan also includes
the four-laning of the Domail-Katra-
Bamla stretch of NH-144, spanning 82
kilometres.

The detailed project reports (DPRs)
will be transferred immediately from
the National Highways Infrastructure
Development Corporation Limited
(NHIDCL) to the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO), which operates
under the administrative control of
the Ministry of Defence (MoD).

LG, CM Express

& Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji
for giving approval to 19 mega road
and tunnel projects for J&K UT worth
Rs.10,637 Crore,” LG said, in a post on
his official X handle.

He said major approved projects in-
clude construction of Peer-Ki-Gali tun-
nel, Sadhana tunnel, Zaznar Shopian
section of NH-701A, 4-L flyover from
Lal Chowk to Parimpora, Trehgam
Chamkote section of NH-701, 4-Lane
Magam Flyover on Narbal-Gulmarg
section & Qazigund Bypass & other
projects.

He said many of these strategically
important projects will improve logis-
tical support and troops mobility.

“Projects will improve Infrastructure
in UT & connect various tourist desti-
nations. Construction of tunnels will
reduce the travel time, ensure all-
weather connectivity & spur economic
growth,” he posted.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah also
thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for approving the road and tun-
nel projects for the J&K.

“In a major achievement, my gov-
ernment has got Rs 10,600 crore worth
of road and tunnel projects approved
by the Union government. I am grate-
ful to PM Narendra Modi ji and MoRTH
Minister Nitin Gadkari ji for their con-
tinued support as we try to steer J&K
on a path of progress, development
and connectivity,” Omar posted on his
personal X handle.

A similar message was posted on the
official handle of Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister.

Omar said that the Jammu and
Kashmir government will work in
close coordination with the road
transport and highways ministry to

ensure timely execution of these vital
infrastructure projects.

Iran Retaliates

the IRGC launched a powerful and
devastating missile strike on the Al
Udeid base using the sacred code ‘Ya
Aba Abdillah al-Hussain (AS),” the
statement read.

Qatar Airspace Closed, Flares Seen
Over Doha

Following the attack, flares lit up the
night sky over Doha, with loud explo-
sions reported by residents across the
city. It remains unclear whether these
were caused by Iranian missiles or the
activation of US. and Qatari air de-
fense systems.

Both the U.S. and UK embassies in
Qatar issued emergency advisories
urging citizens to shelter in place. In
response to the missile barrage, Qatar
temporarily shut down its airspace,
citing civilian safety concerns.

While US. officials have yet to re-
lease a formal damage assessment,
early indications suggest multiple bal-
listic missiles were launched toward
the sprawling base, which houses
around 10,000 U.S. troops and serves
as the forward headquarters of U.S.
Central Command (CENTCOM).

[ranian Statement: ‘Era of Hit and
Run is Over’

Iran’s armed forces declared the op-
eration a message to Washington and
its allies, warning that U.S. military
installations across the region are no
longer safe.

“The message of this decisive action
to the White House and its allies is
clear and direct: any violation of Iran’s
sovereignty will be met with over-
whelming force,” the statement said.

The IRGC described American bases
as “not points of strength but critical
vulnerabilities — the Achilles’ heel of
this warmongering regime.”

“On the eve of Muharram, we warn
the enemies of Islamic Iran: the era of
‘hit and run’ is over,” the armed forces
added, invoking religious symbolism
and revolutionary rhetoric.

The statement also linked U.S. ag-
gression to Israeli strategy, saying,
“Zionist malice is simply a continua-
tion of U.S. policy,” and promised that
further attacks would “hasten the col-
lapse of America’s military presence in
the region.”

Strategic Significance of Al Udeid

Established in 1996, Al Udeid Air
Base is a vital hub for air, drone, intel-
ligence, and logistics operations across
the Middle East. It has supported key
U.S. campaigns in Iraq, Syria, and
Afghanistan, and serves as the main
launch pad for American air power in
the region.

Covering over 60 acres, the base can
accommodate close to 100 aircraft and
is integral to coordination between
U.S. and allied forces, including those
in Bahrain, the UAE, Kuwait, and Saudi
Arabia — all of which host significant
American military infrastructure.

What Comes Next

[ran’s direct strike on a U.S. base
represents a red-line escalation in the
ongoing Iran-Israel-U.S. conflict, rais-
ing fears of a wider regional war. Until
now, Iran had largely limited its retal-
iatory strikes to Israeli targets.

This attack could force the U.S. into
retaliatory action of its own, potential-
ly drawing in multiple regional play-
ers, many of whom host vulnerable
American assets. The Pentagon has not
yet issued a formal response.

International observers warn the
situation is deteriorating quickly, with
no active diplomatic channels publicly

engaged in de-escalation. The United
Nations Security Council is expected
to meet in an emergency session
Tuesday.

As the region braces for the next
move, Iran’s message is clear: the bat-
tle lines have shifted — and U.S. forces
are now fair game.

How Will Guif Crisis

on the table to pressure its
adversaries.

Nearly 30 per cent of global oil and
a third of the world’s LNG (liquefied
natural gas) passes through the strait
daily and its closure would immedi-
ately reduce global supplies triggering
a spike in prices, they said.

The shutting down of the narrow
passage would have significant global
repercussions across energy markets
and it will impact India’s energy se-
curity as well, said Dr Laxman Kumar
Behera, Associate Professor at Special
Centre for National Security Studies at
the Jawaharlal Nehru University.

Behera said any disruption in the
critical shipping lane, which is a geo-
political flashpoint, will majorly im-
pact India’s crude oil import from Iraq
and to an extent from Saudi Arabia.

Captain DK Sharma (retd), a former
Indian Navy spokesperson who closely
follows developments in the Gulf re-
gion, too said Iran’s threat to block the
Strait of Hormuz could lead to signifi-
cant disruptions in global oil trade.

Any disruption in shipping traffic
could impact insurance premiums,
causing costlier rerouting of oil ship-
ments, he said.

“Qil prices are expected to surge due
to increased tensions in the region,
with some analysts predicting prices
to reach $80-$90 or even $100 per bar-
rel if Iran responds with retaliatory
measures,” he noted.

Sharma also said that the curren-
cies of countries in the region may
experience significant volatility, and
investors may look for other stable
markets that could impact the region’s
economic growth.

According to a recent analysis by
the International Energy Agency, even
a brief disruption of passage through
the Strait of Hormuz will have a sig-
nificant impact on oil markets.

“With geopolitical and economic
uncertainties affecting oil producers
and consumers alike, oil supply secu-
rity remains high on the international
energy policy agenda,” it said.

The US on Sunday morning bombed
three major nuclear sites — Fordow,
Natanz and Isfahan — in Iran, bring-
ing itself into the Israel-Iran conflict.
Later, US President Donald Trump said
the Iranian nuclear sites were “totally
obliterated”.

On its part, Iran warned that the
US strikes will have “everlasting
consequences”.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said the US has committed
a “grave violation” of the UN Charter,
international law and the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty by attacking Iran’s
“peaceful nuclear installations”.

“The events this morning are outra-
geous and will have everlasting conse-
quences,” he said.

Behera said Iran will also face eco-
nomic consequences if it shuts down
the Hormuz Strait as such a move will
severely cripple Tehran’s exports.

Since the start of Iran’s hostilities
with Israel, Iranian officials have spo-
ken about the possibility of shutting
the Strait.

Mohammad Javad Hosseini, the
deputy chief of mission at the Iranian

embassy, on Friday said closing the
Strait of Hormuz is an option.

“We have many things on the table,
but it doesn’t mean that we are going
to do it now. It depends on the situa-
tion and how the other players want to
go. If they want to solve the problem,
definitely some of these things will be
put aside,” he said. (PTI)

Skylock: Iran-Israel

-Dubai service following a security
review. American and United Airlines
halted flights to Qatar and Dubai
respectively.

Gulf carriers — including Emirates,
Qatar Airways, FlyDubai, and Etihad
— have also scaled back services.
Emirates suspended all flights to
Tehran, Baghdad, and Basra through
June 30, while Qatar Airways tem-
porarily canceled flights to Iran, Iraq,
and Syria, citing crew and passenger
safety.

Etihad suspended its Abu Dhabi-Tel
Aviv route until at least July 15 and
warned of further possible disrup-
tions. Oman’s SalamAir halted services
to Iran, Iraq, and Azerbaijan, and Air
India has rerouted or canceled flights
to avoid Iranian airspace.

Safety Fears Drive Decisions

The widespread shutdown comes
amid intensified missile and drone
exchanges between Israel and Iran,
drawing parallels to past aviation
tragedies. The region’s volatile history
includes the 1988 downing of Iran Air
Flight 655 by a US warship and the
accidental Iranian missile strike on a
Ukrainian jet in 2020.

Aviation safety watchdog Safe
Airspace has issued alerts over height-
ened risks for commercial aircraft, es-
pecially those from the US and allied
nations.

A Critical Global Air Corridor

The disruption has far-reaching con-
sequences. The Middle East is a central
air corridor connecting Europe and
Asia — a role made even more crucial
after Russian and Ukrainian airspaces
became no-go zones for international
flights following the 2022 Ukraine
war.

“When access to this corridor is dis-
rupted, there is an immediate global
ripple effect: aircraft are pushed fur-
ther south, flight times stretch, and
costs surge,” Al-Jazeera quoted avia-
tion analyst Alex Macheras as saying.
Rerouted flights mean longer jour-
neys, higher fuel costs, and increased
crew expenses — at a time when oil
prices are already climbing due to mil-
itary escalations.

Saudi Arabia and Alternative Routes
Step In

With Iran and Iraq off-limits, Saudi
airspace has become the new aerial
lifeline. According to Flightradar24,
daily overflights of Saudi Arabia have
doubled from 700 to 1,400 since June
13. Traffic over Afghanistan has also
surged, rising from 50 to 280 flights
daily.

Several Europe-Asia flights are
now detouring north via Turkiye,
Azerbaijan, and Turkmenistan or south
through the Red Sea and Saudi Arabia.
Some airlines have made these chang-
es quietly, avoiding public disclosures.

Despite the turbulence in the skies,
airlines and governments are working
to shield passengers from the unfold-
ing chaos. But with tensions unlikely
to ease soon, the aviation world is
bracing for a prolonged period of dis-
ruption over one of its most crucial
transit zones.

Employment,

Entrepreneurship

projects are set to begin operations
this year, the LG said.

“Nearly 60,000 crore worth of
proposals are pending and I hope de-
cisions will be taken soon,” he added.

The LG said the operationalisation
of new industries is offering youth
exposure to diverse roles aligned
with their skills and experience. “The
overwhelming response from the pri-
vate sector to recruit local youth is a
positive indicator for our economy,” he
stated.

He also credited schemes like
PMEGP, REGP, Hausla, Tejaswini,
Mumkin, and Mission Youth for con-
tributing to entrepreneurship and em-
ployment growth in the region.

The Lieutenant Governor highlight-
ed how the new Industrial Policy pri-
oritises hiring of local youth and cited
the example of Atomic North Private
Limited, which has set up a BPO in a
Kathua village employing 375 youth
with potential to scale up to 1,000. He
urged the company to open another
BPO in Udhampur. The JSW Group
is also planning to establish a BPO in
Jammu, he noted.

LG Sinha distributed job offer letters
to selected candidates at the event and
handed over AICTE approval letters to
Cluster University for new BBA and
BCA courses.

The job fair witnessed participation
from 57 reputed companies and saw
3,759 youth registered. The event was
attended by university officials, com-
pany representatives, and job seekers
from across the Union Territory.

Court Sends

affiliation with Lashkar-e-Taiba.

On Monday, the duo was produced
before the court of Additional District
and Sessions Judge, Jammu, Ritesh
Kumar Dubey, who granted the NIA
five days of custodial interrogation till
June 27.

Officials said the agency is likely
to probe further links, possible han-
dlers, and the wider support network
that enabled the militants to carry
out what has been termed one of the
most gruesome attacks in the region in
recent years. The attackers had selec-
tively targeted tourists based on their
religious identity, the NIA said.

The investigation is ongoing.

NIA Flags ‘Speculative’

reports and social media posts that
are speculative and potentially mis-
leading in nature.

In a statement, a spokesperson for
the NIA said that the reports in ques-
tion pertain to the sketches and iden-
tities of the terrorists involved in the
deadly attack that claimed 26 lives,
mostly tourists, and left 16 others
injured.

“It is reiterated that, as stated in the
official press release dated 22 June
2025, two accused persons have been
arrested in connection with the attack.
During their interrogation, they have
disclosed details about the identi-
ties of the three armed terrorists in-
volved,” the spokesperson said.

The NIA clarified that while a
significant amount of evidence has
been collected regarding the iden-
tity of the attackers—including eye-
witness accounts, video footage,
technical evidence, and sketches
released by the Jammu and Kashmir
Police—the investigation is still on-
going and no final conclusions have
been drawn yet.

“All this evidence is being carefully

analysed and the NIA has not reached
any conclusions at this stage,” the
spokesperson said, adding, “The NIA
assures that the investigation is being
carried out with the highest standards
of professionalism, and all aspects of
the terror attack are being thoroughly
examined. The identities and further
details of the terrorists will be made
public at an appropriate time.”

JKTDC Board

Chief Minister, and the
Administrative Secretaries of the
Finance, Tourism, Industries &

Commerce,and Planning Development
& Monitoring Departments as
Directors. The Director Tourism
(Kashmir), Managing Director J&K
Tourism Development Corporation,
and Director Tourism (Jammu) have
also been appointed as Directors.
(JKNS)

Air India Express

flying over certain sensitive re-
gions,” the spokesperson added.

Heatwave Alert:

to continue from July 1 to 2 as well.
In light of this, the MeT has issued
an advisory warning of moderate to
heavy rainfall, intense showers in
some areas of Jammu, and a height-
ened risk of flash floods at vulner-
able spots. The advisory also cautions
about potential landslides, mudslides,
and shooting stones. Waterlogging in
low-lying areas of the Jammu plains
is also expected, along with a rise in
the water levels of rivers and local
streams. Farmers have been advised
to suspend irrigation, spraying, and
fertiliser application between June 25
and 27.

Meanwhile,  temperatures  on
Monday remained above normal in
most parts of Kashmir, with Srinagar
recording 34.6°C. Qazigund recorded
33.4°C, Pahalgam 28.8°C, Kupwara
33.5°C, Kokernag 32.6°C, and Gulmarg
25.2°C. In Jammu division, Jammu re-
corded 36.6°C, Banihal 30.5°C, Katra
32.5°C, Batote 29.1°C, and Bhaderwah
32.0°C. While Kashmir continues to
reel under intense heat, parts of the
Jammu region witnessed slightly be-
low-normal temperatures.

Relief from the scorching heat is ex-
pected midweek, offering much-need-
ed respite to people across the region..

10-day Summer

a partial modification of an earlier
order issued on May 30, 2025.

Asia Is Warming

unacceptably high toll,” said WMO
Secretary-General Celeste Saulo.

International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD)
Director General Pema Gyamtsho
said, “Given Asia’s population and eco-
nomic exposure to the impacts of tem-
perature rise, it is an injustice that the
devastating consequences of inaction
on climate goals are hitting some of
the most vulnerable communities and
ecosystems on Earth.”

He said this is the last decade of ac-
tion on preserving essential planetary
resources, including our glaciers.

Pak Extends

as part of Operation Sindoor trig-
gered four days of intense clashes that
ended with the cessation of on-ground
hostilities after an understanding on
stopping the military actions on May
10. However, the bilateral ties have not
yet improved even when the ceasefire
has been holding on.
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1ST TEST

Press Trust of India

LEEDS: Generational talent Rishabh Pant
indulged in self-reproach before becom-
ing only the second wicketkeeper in the
game's history to score hundreds in both
innings of a Test, helping India set Eng-
land a tricky 371-run target in the series
opener here on Monday.

Pant, the team's unflappable maverick
with innate confidence in his ability to
dominate bowling attacks anywhere in
the world, struck 118 off 140 balls and
added 195 runs for the fourth wicket with
the elegant KL Rahul, who constructed a
hundred of his own on the fourth and
penultimate day of the first Test.

However, India's batting crumbled
spectacularly for a second time in three
days after the dismissal of the two sec-
ond-innings centurions, as they were all
out for 364 on a riveting day.

Ben Duckett (9 batting) and Zak Craw-
ley (12 batting) reduced the target to 350
after England reached 21 for no loss at
stumps.

India lost most of their wickets in the
final session.

This was after the iconic 'Hey Jude' by
The Beatles played softly in the back-
ground as Pant closed in on his eighth
Test ton, eventually getting there with a
single off 130 balls to join Zimbabwe leg-
end Andy Flower as the only stumpers to
achieve a remarkable feat.

Having curbed his natural instinct af-
ter attempting a flashy shot in the first
session, Pant bid his time and switched
gears post lunch to reach his second cen-
tury in the match, following his magnifi-
cent 134 in the first innings.

India Set England
371-Run Target

Pant was finally dismissed when he
found Zak Crawley at long-on off Shoaib
Bashir, who was taken to the cleaners by
the swashbuckling keeper-batter, who
also became the first Indian to register
two hundreds in a Test match in England.

Earlier in the day, Rahul, who was re-
warded for his indefatigable resistance, pro-
duced a masterclass in timing and tempera-
ment, and played some sublime strokes that
would have delighted the purists.

Ahead by 96 runs in the beginning, In-

dia were off to a disastrous start as they
lost skipper Shubman Gill seven balls
into the day's play, but the English bowl-
ers did not taste further success in the
first session, though they kept testing
the two batters with their probing line
and length.

On a windy and cloudy morning at
Headingley, Gill chopped Brydon Carse's
good-length delivery on to the stumps.

England were delighted to see the
back of the India captain, which paved

the way for the arrival of Pant, and he
was his usual maverick self while at-
tempting the audacious shots that define
his batting.

Rahul looked calm, composed and
self-assured at the other end, helping In-
dia swell the lead brick by brick, even as
Pant mixed caution with aggression.

Luck too smiled on Rahul as Harry
Brook dropped him at gully after the
batter tried to steer a quick Josh Tongue
delivery.

Records Galore As Rahul & Pant
Smash Tons Against England

Agencies

LEEDS: The flamboyant Rishabh Pant on
Monday became only the second wicket-
keeper in the game's history to score two
hundreds in each innings of a Test match dur-
ing the series opener against England here.

Before Pant, Zimbabwe's former stumper
Andy Flower made 142 and 199 not out
against South Africa in Harare in 2001.

While making 118 off 140 balls on the
fourth and penultimate day, he also be-
came the first Indian to score hundreds in
both innings of a Test in England.

Pant is now the seventh Indian to score
centuries in both innings of a Test.

He has made a magnificent 134 in the
first innings.

Pant is also the seventh Indian batter to
score hundreds in both Test innings.

Before him, Sunil Gavaskar achieved this
feat thrice, Rahul Dravid twice, and Vi-
jay Hazare, Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli, and
Ajinkya Rahane have done this once in their
career.

Meanwhile, Indian opener KL Rahul re-
wrote record books with yet another classy

century against England.

Rahul, who was dropped on 58 by Harry
Brook at gully, made the most of reprieve,
scoring 137 off 247 balls, his innings deco-
rated with 18 fours.

This is KL's sixth century in SENA coun-
tries, his third in England. He has also
scored one century in Australia and two in
South Africa.

Rahul now has the most centuries by an
Indian opener.

With a third Test ton as opener in Eng-
land, he went past Rahul Dravid (2).

This is also his fourth century as an open-
er against England, tying him with Sunil
Gavaskar and Rohit Sharma (4 each).

This is Rahul's fifth century as an opener
in SENA conditions for India, and he is four
away from breaking the record of Gavaskar
(nine centuries).

He has levelled with Mohammed Azha-
ruddin and Rishabh Pant (six centuries
each) to have the joint fourth-most centu-
ries by an Indian in SENA conditions. The
record holder here is legendary Sachin Ten-
dulkar (17), followed by Virat Kohli (12) and
Dravid (10).

Should Have Scored My Centuries:
Ganguly's Biggest Regret

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: He is the
tic centuries in
but that num-

owner of 38 fantas-
international cricket,
ber is not pleasing to

former India skipper Sourav Ganguly,
who regrets missing many hundreds
during  his cricketing journey.

The el- egant left-hander

of his times, Gan -

guly scored

18,575
runs  in Test
and ODIs but regrets A4

missing many centuries in his ca-
reer in which he competed in 311 ODIs
and 113 Tests.

Ganguly's remorse came to fore when he was
asked what advise he would give to his old self.

"I missed a lot of hundreds, I should have scored
more. Too many 90s and 80s," Ganguly told PTI in an

|

f

L
interaction. bk
Alook at his statistics showed that Ganguly gotout =~ —
in the 80s and 90s a number of times. Exact 30 times. / =

If he could convert those innings into centuries he |
would have easily scored 50-plus centuries in his al- :
ready glorious career. )

He loves watching his old innings, his stroke-play | ~ | y—
whenever he is alone and it further reminds him
how close he was to getting more hundreds.

"I see my (batting) videos when I am alone. When T
my wife is away because Sana lives in London, [ go '
to Youtube, and watch old matches and say 'arre  / o~
phir 70 pe out ho gaya' (Gosh, [ got out in 70s in | f /
this also), should have scored a hundred. But you )
can't change it. " ) iy '

In ODIs, Ganguly had 72 half centuries and ,ei o e Gl S
in Test the number stands at 35. B T
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DROPPING KUMBLE A FEW TIMES IS ALSO A '

REGRET |
As a skipper, sometimes a tough call be- | |l

comes imperative. You have to drop a player

to accommodate someone who you think is

more suited for conditions or requirement. b,
Ganguly regretted dropping Anil Kumble, }‘- !

one of the greatest leg spinners in the world, [

a number of times during his captaincy. ¢

"Anil Kumble, a few times, because he was '

so good," he said.
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Only 62 City Boss Guardiola Wanted Another Goal v Al-Ain

\l
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ATLANTA: Manager Pep Guardio-
la was a little disappointed that
Manchester City were unable to
get a seventh goal in their rout
of Al-Ain on Sunday despite the
English club securing passage to
the knockout stages of the Club
World Cup.

German Ilkay Gundogan
scored two goals as City
comfortably dispatched the
Emiratis 6-0 at Mercedes-
Benz stadium to draw level
with Juventus on points and
goal difference at the top of
Group G.

WHY IT'S IMPORTANT

City play Juventus in their final
opening-round match on Thurs-
day to decide who tops the group
and who finishes second.

Juventus go into the clash with
aslight edge as goals scored is the
second tiebreaker after goal dif-
ference for teams level on points.
Juve have scored nine goals to
City's eight.

In the round of 16, the top team
in Group G will play the second-
placed team in Group H, currently
Red Bull Salzburg, while the run-
ners-up will face the top team,
currently 15-times European
champions Real Madrid.

KEY QUOTES

Guardiola: "We pushed and
pushed to score another goal
to try to finish first, but we
missed by one goal. But yeah,
we know what we need to do
against the Italian team to fin-
ish as number one."

Guardiola on substitute Rodri's
gradual return from an ACL inju-
ry: "Step-by-step. He cannot play
more than 30 minutes. He still
struggles a bit in the duels, still
needs to be a little bit stronger,
but it's normal.

"It's important he played
much, much better than the pre-
vious game. We miss him a lot.

Any team would miss the best
player in the world."

Guardiola on goalscorer Clau-
dio Echeverri: "It's a pity for the
twisted (ankle), which is a little
bit sore. It was a problem, that's
why he could not continue after
halftime. He's an incredible play-
er, a big, big talent in small spac-
es. I'm happy for him, because it
was a great goal."

YILDIZ DOUBLE POWERS
JUVENTUS AT CWC

Kenan Yildiz struck twice and
played a key role in an own goal
as Juventus secured a 4-1 win
over Morocco’'s Wydad Casa-

blanca in the Club World Cup on
Sunday to move to qualify for the
last 16.

Juventus made the break-
through in the sixth minute with
a well-worked team move that
ended with Wydad defender Ab-
delmounaim Boutouil scoring an
own goal.

The 20-year-old Turkish for-
ward doubled Juventus’s lead
in the 16th minute with a sub-
lime strike from the edge of
the box. Receiving the ball in
space, Yildiz unleashed a fero-
cious effort into the top-right
corner, leaving Benabid rooted
to the spot.

Canoe Marathon Held To
Mark 78th International

Olympic Day

v W) reetings To il )
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Monday, J&K Water Sports Kayaking and

Canoeing Association organized a Ca-
noe Marathon race and a “Run for Peace” at the
Pokhribal Water Sports Club. The event cel-
ebrated the spirit of Olympism, bringing together
athletes and water sports enthusiasts to promote
teamwork, endurance and sportsmanship, while
showcasing the incredible potential of water
sports in the region.

The water sports players delivered a thrilling,
high-energy contest demonstrating skill, speed
and true sporting spirit while captivating specta-
tors with their talent and determination.

For her incessant support and invaluable guid-
ance to budding athletes, the Water Sports Asso-
ciation expressed heartfelt gratitude to renowned
water sports player Bilquis Mir, who recently
earned the historic distinction of becoming the
first Indian woman to serve as a jury member at
the Olympics.

“Water sports is the most medal-winning
discipline in J&K so far. Besides providing a strong
national and international platform for deserving
athletes, we also focus on guiding the youth of J&K
away from the menace of drugs by engaging them
in water sports activities,” the association said in
press release.

O n the 78th International Olympic Day on

Vimal Jit Wins Gold At South
Asian Bodybuilding C'ship

n a landmark achievement, Vimal Jit from J&K
Iclinched a gold medal for India in the 55 kg

category at the 15th Men’s South Asian Body-
building and Physique Sports Championship, held
in Thimphu, Bhutan. This victory makes him the
first athlete from J&K to win a gold medal at an
international bodybuilding event.

Vimal's remarkable performance stood out
among participants from eight South Asian coun-
tries, underlining the rising standard of athletes
emerging from the region.

Congratulating the young athlete, Sarmad
Hafeez (IAS), Secretary, Youth Services & Sports,
J&K, said:

“Vimal Jit’s achievement is a matter of immense
pride not just for Jammu & Kashmir but for the
entire country. His gold medal proves the talent
and determination that our youth possess.”

Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K Sports Council, also
praised the champion.

“This is a historic day for sports in J&K,” she
said. “Vimal’s gold medal on an international
stage reflects years of dedication and also the
growing culture of fitness and competitive excel-
lence in J&K.”

Prithvi Shaw Leaves Mumbai
For Cricketing ‘Growth & Dev

mbattled India batter Prithvi Shaw on Mon-
Eday ended his ties with home team Mumbai
after being granted a No Objection Certificate
by the MCA to sign up with a new domestic side
for his "growth and development as a cricketer".
Shaw has been out of reckoning from the
red ball set-up for some time but has played
white ball cricket. However, his off-field
disciplinary issues have grabbed more air
time than his on-field performances.
The Mumbai Cricket Association
confirmed receiving Shaw's request
and has given its approval to it.
In the letter that Shaw sent to the
MCA, the 25-year-old said he was
grateful for the time he spent in the
Mumbai team, for which he made his
debut in 2017, but desires to move on
now.
However, the identity of the team that
he intends to join next is not yet known. Shaw
said his decision has been made after "careful con-
sideration, and with utmost respect for the MCA."
"I remain ever grateful to the association for the
guidance and platform provide

Bellingham To Undergo
Shoulder Surgery After CWC

eal Madrid and England midfielder Jude
RBellingham confirmed on Sunday that he

will undergo surgery to address a long-
standing shoulder issue after the conclusion of the
Club World Cup in the United States.

The 21-year-old, who has been managing the
injury since 2023, has played through discom-
fort for both club and country. Real Madrid have
scheduled the operation to follow the tourna-
ment, which concludes later this month.

Bellingham, who joined Real Madrid from
Borussia Dortmund earlier this year, has frequent-
ly been seen wearing strapping on his shoulder
during matches.

Speaking after Real Madrid’s 3-1 victory over
Mexico’s Pachuca in the Club World Cup, Belling-
ham explained his decision to proceed with sur-
gery. “I've reached the point where the pain isn’'t
so bad, but I was sick of playing with the sling,” he
told reporters.

“I'm losing a lot of weight from sweating so
much, and I've decided that I'll have surgery after
the tournament. I've been waiting for a long time,
and my patience is running out, but the physios
and doctors have been incredible. I just want to
feel free,” he added.

____________________________________
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