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OPERATION SHIELD

Fresh Mock Drills
Today For States
Bordering Pak

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Amid continued ten-
sions with Pakistan, India is
set to conduct large-scale civil
defence mock drills across sev-
eral border states on Thursday,
aimed at bolstering emergency
preparedness and testing civil-
ian response mechanisms.

The exercise comes just
weeks after the country’s first
such drill since 1971, held hours
before the launch of Operation
Sindoor — a retaliatory mili-
tary strike following the deadly
Pahalgam terror attack.

The upcoming drills, to
be held in Gujarat, Punjab,
Rajasthan, and Jammu &
Kashmir, have been ordered
by the Union government and
will simulate emergency sce-
narios such as air raids, black-
outs, and mass mobilization of
civil defence resources. These
states, sharing sensitive borders
with Pakistan, bore the brunt of
cross-border aggression during
the recent conflict, prompting
heightened vigilance.

Sirens will be sounded in
key border districts, followed
by brief blackout periods and
emergency response checks. The
drills are intended to assess the
readiness of both civilians and
authorities in the event of re-
newed hostilities. Civil defence
authorities have begun issuing

directives, while district admin-
istrations are coordinating with
local emergency services to en-
sure smooth execution.

Barmer District Collector
Tina Dabi confirmed the drill’s
implementation per central in-
structions, with special empha-
sis on Jaisalmer, which lies close
to the international border.

In a parallel move, the
Haryana government has an-
nounced a state-wide civil
defence exercise codenamed
‘Operation Shield’, to be held
on the same day. The operation
will cover all 22 districts start-
ing from 5:00 PM and includes
a controlled power outage be-
tween 8:00 PM and 8:15 PM in
high-sensitivity zones. Essential
services like hospitals and police
stations will remain unaffected.

According to official sourc-
es, the drill will involve civil
defence wardens, registered
volunteers, and youth organ-

isations, aiming to improve
inter-agency coordination and
public alertness.

The renewed focus on pre-
paredness comes on the heels
of Operation Sindoor, launched
by the Indian military in early
May. The operation targeted
nine terror hubs in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, in
retaliation for the April 22 at-
tack in Pahalgam, Kashmir,
where 26 civilians | More on P10

SIRENS WILL BE SOUNDED in key border
districts, followed by brief blackout
periods and emergency response checks.

CM Woos Tourists With Gondola Ride, Selfies, Assurances

Says Three Power Centr

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah is leading the cam-
paign for revival of tourism
in the Kashmir Valley which
has virtually come to a stand-
still after the April Pahalgam
carnage.

On Wednesday, the chief
minister took his council of
ministers and the whole ad-
ministration to Gulmarg for a
meeting aimed at negating the
perception of fear in the Valley.

This came a day after a meet-
ing of the council of ministers
at Pahalgam where 26 civilians
were mercilessly shot dead in a
terror attack on April 22.

The chief minister’s vis-
its have infused a new hope
among  stakeholders and
increased the chances of a
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CM Omar Abdullah interacted with tourists in Gularg, expressing delight at their positive

To Ensure Security

experiences. He said their enthusiasm and appreciation reflect the rising confidence in Kashmir
as a warm, vibrant, and safe travel destination. - Photo: DIPR

turnaround after the tourist
season this year was washed
out due to the terror attack.

After chairing the meeting
at the Gulmarg Club nestled in
the meadows and surrounded

by mighty pine trees and
sparsely
tains, Omar took | More on P10

snow-clad moun-

Statehood
Talks Still
Alive: CM

mar Abdullah on

Wednesday said the April

22 Pahalgam attack has not
stalled the conversation around
restoration of statehood to Jammu

council.
"No, not at all. If you were to take

and Kashmir and that he had
raised the issue at the recent
meeting of NITI Aayog governing

out the formal speech that circu-
lated in the NITI Aayog meeting,
you will find a categorical mention

for return of statehood in that ...

J&K Speaker Constitutes 9 House Committees
Ruling Alliance To Head 6 Panels, Opposition 3

Agencies

Srinagar: The Speaker of the
Jammu & Kashmir Legislative
Assembly on  Wednesday
constituted  nine  House
Committees, including three fi-
nancial panels, to oversee vari-
ous functions as per the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the J&K Assembly.
According to details, law-
makers from the ruling National
Conference (NC)-led alliance

will head six of the nine pan-
els, underscoring the coalition’s
influence in the newly formed
House. Among these, NC legis-
lators alone will chair four com-
mittees, while the Congress and
CPI (M) have secured one lead-
ership position each.

On the opposition front, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has been allotted the chair of
two committees, while Sajad
Lone-led Peoples Conference
(PC) has bagged one.

The committees formed
include the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC), Estimates
Committee, Committee
on Public Undertakings,
Committee on Environment,
Committee on Subordinate
Legislation, Committee on
Government Assurances,
Committee on Privileges,
Committee on Petitions, and
the Committee on Ethics.

Among those appointed as
committee | More on P10

which was | More on P10

Zilhaj Moon Sighted
Eid-ul-Azha
OnJune?7

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The crescent for the
last month of Islamic calen-
dar - Zilhaj - was sighted in
Kashmir on Wednesday.

Grand Mufti Mufti Nasir-ul-
Islam that the first day of Zilhaj
will fall on Thursday, May 29,
and Eid-ul-Azha will be ob-
served on June 7.

The moon was sighted in
various parts of India, includ-
ing Delhi, on Wednesday eve-
ning, after which Muslim reli-
gious leaders announced that
Eid-ul-Azha will be celebrated
on June 7 in the country. Eid
will also be celebrated across
the sub continent on June 7.

Meanwhile, the crescent
moon of Zilhajj was sighted in
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday. As a
result, Eid-ul-Azha will be cel-
ebrated there on 6 June and the
holy Hajj will be performed
the day before, on 5 June.

Also known as Bakra Eid,
Bakrid, Bakhreid, Eid al-Adha,
Eid Qurban, Qurban Bayarami
or the Feast of Sacrifice, the
festival | More on P10

J&K Forest Dept Fails To
Utilise 7123 Cr CAMPA Funds

Blames Elections
for Missing CAMPA
Spending Targets

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu & Kashmir
couldn’t utilise the funds ap-
proved under the compen-
sation afforestation scheme
during the last financial year.
Of the Rs 276 crore approved

under the scheme, only Rs
153 crore were spent on affor-
estation and allied measures
across the Union Territory.

Official documents revealed
that J&K fell short of utilis-
ing funds approved under
Compensatory  Afforestation
Fund  Management  and
Planning Authority (CAMPA)
scheme in the last fiscal.

The  National CAMPA
Authority | More on P10
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Likely From May
29: MeT

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Meteorological
Department has forecast a
significant change in weather
across Jammu & Kashmir, be-
ginning the evening of May
29 and continuing through
May 31. The region is likely
to witness moderate to heavy
rainfall in most plains, raising
the risk of waterlogging in
low-lying areas and potential
disruption to daily life.

In the higher reaches, par-
ticularly Zojila, Sonamarg,
Drass, and Kargil, moderate
snowfall with isolated heavy
spells is expected. These con-
ditions may impact travel
through mountain passes,
and both residents and tour-
ists have been urged to exer-
cise caution.

Ahead of this spell, scat-
tered rain, thunderstorms,
and gusty winds are expected
to hit isolated parts of the
region this afternoon, mark-
ing the onset of the changing
weather pattern.

Authorities have advised
the public to stay updated
with official advisories and
take necessary precautions,
especially in vulnerable and
high-altitude areas.

‘NO MORE DELAYS’

HC Pulls Up Govt Over Eviction

Of Overstaying Politicians

/
MIRAE ASSET Sharekhan

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In the ongoing
Public Interest Litigation
seeking eviction of over-
staying former min-
isters and politicians
from government ac-
commodation, the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh
has granted a final op-
portunity to the Estates
Department to submit a
status report by July.
The Division Bench

comprising Chief Justice
Arun Palli and Justice
Rajnesh  Oswal  ex-
pressed concern over
repeated delays and
warned that if the report
isn't filed in compliance

with its March 26 order,
the Chairman of the
Designated Committee
must appear before the
court in person or via
video link, news agency
KNT reported.

Advocate Sheikh
Shakeel Ahmed, repre-
senting the petitioner,
highlighted the con-
tinued  unauthorized
occupation by Ghulam
Nabi Azad and Ravinder
Raina. He | More on P10

Stress-free
Investments
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J&K’s Top Bureaucrat Taking On A Century Of Confusion

A major reform is underway as officials race to digitize millions of land records in
Jammu and Kashmir—where paper maps, oral histories and ownership disputes collide
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Mohammad Amin Mir

Srinagar: For most of his
life, Ghulam Nabi, 72, be-
lieved a narrow strip of
farmland outside his vil-
lage in Kupwara belonged
to his family.

The claim was based on
stories passed down by his
father and a handwritten
deed from the 1960s.

But when a neighbour re-
cently began building on that
land, Nabi went to the local
revenue office to find the truth.
What he got was a shrug.

The records, they said,
were “somewhere” in a
locked storeroom, and pos-
sibly damaged by water.

Now, that kind of

The Lieutenant
extended
to J&K UTs growth and

omen Are Pillars
Socio-Economic Progress: LG

ieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha

everyone  associated

in-  with the Organisation

eracted with the
members of Kashmir
Women'’s Organisation

dedicated to Women
Empowerment. He said
Nari Shakti have con-
tinuously demonstrat-
ed excellence in every
sector contributing to

uncertainty may finally be
ending.

At a high-level meet-
ing last week in Srinagar,
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo
told senior officers it's
time to “work with ur-
gency and precision” to
complete the region’s land
record digitization.

The effort, part of the
national Digital India Land
Records  Modernization
Programme (DILRMP), is
aiming to bring clarity to
what has long been a foggy

prosperity.
“Today, our daugh-
ters are  scripting

new history. They are
emerging as role mod-
els and accomplishing
new heights of success
in diverse fields. They
are | More on P10

system of handwritten re-
cords, overlapping claims
and informal transactions.

“Once we do this right,
people should never have
to second-guess their land
records again,” Dulloo said.
“It's about removing doubt.”

And there’s plenty of it
to remove.

The region’s land docu-
ments span more than a
century, with some dating
back to the Dogra rule in
the 1800s. Many are torn,
faded or missing altogether.

In some | More on P10

Exchange Traded Funds (Shariah Based ETF)

Contact: M | Securities - 9906518342 / 9906684475

1, 10 Samad Complex, Ma Link Road., Srinagar, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, Srinagar - 190001
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‘Faking Green Credentials Can Hamper Brand
Value; Discourage Sustainable Shopping’

Press Trust Of India

xaggerating or faking "green
credentials" can lead to a drop
in brand value by damaging
trust of consumers and dis-
courage sustainable shopping, a
study by Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM), Lucknow has found.
The research explored how decep-
tive green marketing, also knows as
"greenwashing”, can create a nega-
tive impact on the consumer trust,
brand perception, and buying be-
haviour.
Conducted in collaboration with re-
searchers from the University of Hail,
Saudi Arabia, University of Turin,
Italy, Princess Nourah bint Abdulrah-
man University, Saudi Arabia, and Insti-
tute of Management Studies Ghaziabad,
India, the research has been published
in the prestigious journal, Business
Strategy and the Environment.
According to officials, greenwashing
has become a common practice among
brands to attract consumers, build a
positive perception, and manipulate
buying behaviour.
Unlike earlier studies conducted
which were not able to assess how it

to greenwashing.

can affect consumer attitude towards a
brand, the research team bridged this
gap by studying the psychology of how
consumers interpret and react to gre-
enwashing, they said.
The team developed a framework us-

ing Attribution Theory and the Elabo-
ration Likelihood Model. This frame-
work with an emphasis on "situational
involvement”, meaning the degree of
personal relevance a consumer assigns
to environmental issues, helped in an-
alysing "why" and "how" people react

"The research team tested the devel-
oped framework on 353 consumers
from the United States of America
and analysed the data using structural

equation modelling, a method mostly
used in the social and behavioural sci-
ence fields," said Sushant Kumar, As-
sistant Professor, Marketing Manage-

ment, [IM Lucknow.

Kumar said that the study found that

able shopping.

claims should be

tials, their positive
the brand drop," he

greenwashing does not just fool
people; it also damages brand
trust and discourages sustain-

"Greenwashing is dangerous for
brands, but consumers appreciate
green claims. A business' green

substantiated

by evidence that can be verified
by consumers. When consumers
grow sceptical about a brand ex-
aggerating or faking green creden-

feelings about
said.

"People with greater environmental
knowledge are more likely to critically

assess eco-claims made

and react more strongly,’

by the brands
' Kumar said.

The team now plans to explore several
other aspects of consumer behaviour
such as recommendation of a brand
or product involved in greenwashing.
The team also plans to study the con-
sumers' sentiments while consuming
green brands and later discovering
false claims by the brand.

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub . issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..
Public Notice

The registrar birth BDO Khore Sherabad has submitted a case
file pertaining to birth of Salik Latief D.o.B 25/09/2019,
Numan Latief D.o.B 24/09/2020 Ss/o Latief Ahmad Dar R/o
Hanjiwera Bala Tehsil Pattan in this connection if any body
having objection for issuance of said certificate he may contact
to this office within 04 days after that no objection shall be
entertained.

SD

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... Application of Shabir Ahmad Bhat s/o Assadullah Bhat
R/0 Pattan forissuance of legal hair certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE..

IT is inform to general public that applicants sister's legal hair
certificate is under process in this office in this matter report
Was sought from Patwari concerned which reveals that appli-
cants sister namely Jabeena Begum died on 07/09/2020 and
left fallowing legal hairs.

Name Age [Relation- Marital
ship withthe |Status
Deceased
BDUL RASHIDBHAT 72 BROTHER MARRIED
SHABIR AHMEDBHAT 63 BROTHER MARRIED

In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of
said certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days af-
ter that no objection shall be entertained..

SD

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

For 11th & 12th Class
Physics - 8000
Chemistry - 8000
Biology - 8000
Maths - 8000
PCB - 24000
PCM - 24000
PCMB -32000

For 10th Class
For10th

( Monthly) All subjects:3000

complete Course: 16000

ACHIEVERS ACADEMY

OF LEARNING
KREERI BARAMULLA
CALL: 7006287430, 7780868051
FEE STRUCTURE

fko

ACHIEVERS ACADEMY OF LEARNING
KREERI BARAMULLA

CALL: 7006287430, 7780868051
STAFF STATEMENT 2025-26

|_Sno_|Name of the Staff member |Subject [Quatification |Designation |
01 |Intizaar Hussain Thoker | Physics M.Sc ed |

02 |Sameer Ahmad Bhat Chemistry B.ed Unemployed |
03 |Dr. Sajad Ahmad Bhat Loology Ph.0 Zoology Unemployed |
D4 |Shabeena Batony M.Sc Botany Unemployed |
05 |Imtiyaz Maths |M.Sc Maths, BEd  |Unemploved _|
06 |Mr. Aijaz Ahmad History M.AHistory, B.Ed  [Unemployed |

|07 |Mr Showkat Ahmad Mir __|Po e |MPhil Po e I
08 |Mr. Basharat Ahmad Sofi I |
09 |Rayees Ahmad Mir M.A English, B.ed |
10 |Mahraj Ud Din Chopan |M.Sc Physics, B.Ed by d

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PW (R&B) DIVISION SHOPIAN

e-mail:- rnbdivisonshopian@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
CIVIL WORKS
SINGLE COVER SYSTEM (upto Rs.2.50 Crores)

NIT No: 01/1171-80 /RnB/ SPN /e-Tendering/2025-26

Dated:- 27-05-2025

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Item rate/Percentage basis from
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following

jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

works:-

S.  |Name Of Work Major Head of Adv Cost |[Earnest [Class of Time of Cost of T/|AAA No. Date

No Account (Rs.in Money [Contractor  [Completion |Doc (Rs.)

Lacs) Deposit

1  |Stage contract for 3054 (023-M&R)- 15.00 30000/- DEE/CEE/BEE 290 Days 600/- |ARD/
maintenance of various roads Stage Contract (For current ICESK/2025-
of Sub-division Shopian financial year) 6/03

2  |Stage contract for 3054 (023-M&R)- 13.00 26000/- |DEE/CEE/BEE [290 Days 600/- |ARD/
maintenance of various roads [Stage Contract (For current ICESK/2025-
of Sub-division Ramnagri financial year) 6/03

3 |Stage contract for 3054 (023-M&R)- 12.00 24000/- |DEE/CEE/BEE 290 Days 600/- |ARD/
maintenance of various roads [Stage Contract (For current ICESK/2025-
of Sub-division Hirpora financial year) 6/03

Position of funds:- Approved Project Authority= PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir

1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities

(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.

Engineer R&B Division Shopian

I Date of Issue of Tender Notice 7-05-2025
Document downloading Start Date. 28-05-2025 From10.00 AM
Docu i 04-06-2025 upto 2:00 P.M
4 Bid submission Start Date. 28-05-2025 From10.00 A.M
id Submission End Date 04-06-2025 upto 2:00 PM
6 IDate & time of opening of Bids (Online) 05-06-2025 t10:00 AM
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of e-Challan/treasury challan /Demand Draft in favour of Executive

Note:- The Date of Treasury Challan must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date. Any deviation shall render the bidder as Non-responsive.

2.1 At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender
receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian. The successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly
in accordance with the Government's circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the
submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the Bid cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

3. The date and time of opening of Financial Bids of a responsive bidder shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed  to the bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address.

4, The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical ~ bids.

5. The earnest money shall be forfeited If:-

a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.

b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

(9] Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

6(A

NOTE: The “sum in dispute” shall refer to the aggregate of all the disputed amounts, both the claim(s) amount plus the counter claim(s) amount.

No: NIT/1171-80

DIPK-1968/25 Dt: 28-05-2025

Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
Draftsman Camp Clerk Technical Officer Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Shopian

From Office of the Advocate
Advocate Tawseef Gani

In the case of

1. Mst Sharifa Begum W/o0 Habibullah Parray

R/o Hail Kreeri Tehsil Kreeri

2. Mst Fareeda Begum W/o Abdul Hamid Parray R/o Tapper
Bala Tehsil Pattan

3. Mst Kulsuma Begum W/o Mohammad Altaf Ganie R/o
Chanderhama Pattan

4. Mst Fahmeeda Begum W/o Mohammad Ashraf Dar R/o
Wagub Tehsil Sopore

All Daughters of Late Kamal Mir

( Caveator)
V/s
Public at large
Non-Caveators

In the Petition in terms of Section 148-A

The caveators have reason to believe that Non-Caveator may
file any Application, Petition, Ap- peal, Suit or any other type of
proceeding before the Hon'ble Court and on the ground of dis-
torted facts/misrepresentation and cooked story and may seed
in obtaining some relief/order at their back/in exparte against
the caveators and in such eventuality the caveators will be put
in irrepa- rable loss and inconvenience. It would be proper that
caveators be given an opportunity of being heard by the Hon'ble
court before passing any order.

fko Sd/advocate

AL-KABIR EYE CARE CENTRE

240, Jawahar Nagar, Srinagar

JOB VACANCY
Optometrist / Ophthalmic Assistant
Salary: Negotiable

We are seeking a qualified individual with a solid under-
standing of basic ophthalmic examinations and diagnostic
procedures. Interested candidates are encouraged to send
their updated resume to the contact number provided below
to schedule an interview.

Contact: +9194194 67831
inf

Office Of The Naib Tehsildar Kreeri

Sub: Application of Shabir Ahmad Mir S/o Ghulam Qadir Mir
R/0 Doulatpora forissuance of Dependent certificate.

NOTICE
Regarding the subject cited above ,in this context. a detailed
report sought from the concerned patwari halga which reveals
tha tthe family consists of 06 members and the annual income
of the applicant family from all sources is Rs 85000
moreover family structure of the applicant is as under

S.NO [NAMEOF DEPEN-  Relation With |AGE [OCCUPA-
DENT Deceased TION
1 Shabir Ahmad Mir __ Self 49 |Labour
2 Nasreena Begum Wife 45 H/W
3 Shabnum Shabir Daughter 5 |Student
4 Ulfat Shabir - 1 -
5 Tajamul Shabir Son 7 -
i i - 5 -

It is further submitted that Shabir Ahmad Mir S/o Ghulam Qa-
dir is labour by profession and is sloe earning member of the
said family the applicant needs income dependent certificate
in favour of Mudasir Shabir , Shabnum Shabir for Scholarship
& Marriage Assistance.

The applicant has applied for issuance of income dependent
certificate . As such the instant mater is published through
newspaper . If any one is having any kind of objection may ap-
proach this office within 7 days (Seven Days of the publication
of this notice after passing of stipulated time of 7 days(Seven
Days), no objections will be entertained.

fko Naib Tehsildar

PUBLICNOTICE
I, Rubia Jaan, D/0O Gh. Mohi Ud Din Dar and W/0 Irfan Hamid
Kharadi, resident of Mehman Mohalla, Lal Chowk, Anantnag
—192101, wish to inform the general public and concerned au-
thorities that my academic documents, namely:
10th Marks Card, 10th Certificate
12th Marks Card, Graduation Marks Cards
B.Ed Marks Cards, B.Ed Certificate
M.A Marks Cards, M.A Certificate
M.Ed Marks Cards, M.Ed Certificate
Permanent Resident Certificate
have been gutted in a fire incident. | am in the process of ap-
plying for duplicate copies of the aforementioned documents
from the respective departments and institutions.
If any person or authority has any objection to the issuance of
duplicate documents in my name, they may kindly inform the
undersigned at the address given below within seven (7) days
of the publication of this notice.
Rubia Jaan
D/0 Gh. Mohi Ud Din Dar
W/0 Irfan Hamid Kharadi
R/0 Mehman Mohalla, Lal Chowk, Anantnag —192101
Phone: +9197970 85393

Public Notice
The electricity connection with consumer ID
0202050000026 registered in the Name of Hakeem
Mohammad Yaqoob R/O 1214, Rawalpora, Sanat Nagar
Srinagar - 190005 is to be transferred in Name of Zamruda
Sultan W/O Late Hakeem Mohammad Yaqoob R/0 1214,
Rawalpora, Sanat Nagar Srinagar - 190005. Objections, if
any, to the same must reach Electric Division II. (Rajbagh)
& Electric Sub .Division. (Baghat), maximum within a week

from the date of its publication. i

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Tanveer Ahmad Mir F/0 Zain Ul Abidin R/o0 Manzimpora
Shopian want to change my ward;s name in birth certificate
records from (old name) Abu Zain to (New Name) Zain Ul Abi-
din. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may
contact Municiple Council Shopian within seven days. After
that no objection shall be entertained.

FKO

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to
the License No.JK0420100010976 issued in favour of AEJAZ
AHMAD SOFI Parentage ABDUL RAHIM SOFI

Whereas an application has been recieved by one AEJAZ AH-
MAD SOFI Parentage ABDUL RAHIM SOFI wherein he claimed
that the Name has been wrongly recorded in the records of
Driving Licenses as AIJAZ AHMAD SOFI Parentage AB. RAHIM
SOFI Which needs to be changed as AEJAZ AHMAD SOFI Par-
entage ABDUL RAHIM SOFI.

Now therefore it is notified for the information
of the general public that objections if any in this regard shal
reach in written in the office of the Assistant Regional Trans-
port office Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of
stipulated time no objection will be entertained.

Assistant Regional Transport officer

mcb Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 9th pass Discharge Certificate. Now | have
applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any
objection in this regard he/he may file them in the office of the
Principal Govt Model Higher Secondary Hardushoor .
Tabassum Akhter

D/0 Ab Rehman Rather

R/0 Hardushoora

bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE

The data submitted by me, Nazir Ahmad Kambay, at the time

of admission of my ward, Afaan Firdous, a student of 6th Grade

at Igra Educational Institute, Bemina, Srinagar, contains an er-

ror in the name. The correction required is as follows:

From:

AFAAN FIRDOUS S/0 :- NAZIR AHMAD KAMBAY

To be changed to:

AFAAN NAZIR KAMBAY S/0 :- NAZIR AHMAD KAMBAY

It is hereby requested that the necessary correction be made in

the official records.

Any objections to this change, if any, may be submitted to the

CEOQ, Srinagar / Principal, Igra Educational Institute, Bemina,

Srinagar, within seven (7) days of the publication of this notice
fko

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in address in data to
the License No.JK0420090001803 issued in favour of BILAL
AHMAD THAKUR Parentage GHULAM QADIR THAKUR
Whereas an application has been recieved by one BILAL AH-
MAD THAKUR Parentage GHULAM QADIR THAKUR wherein he
claimed that the Name has been wrongly recorded in the re-
cords of Driving Licenses as BILAL AHMAD THAKUR Parentage
GHULAM QADIR THAKUR Which needs to be changed as BILAL
AHMAD THAKUR Parentage GHULAM QADIR THAKUR.
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general
public that objections if any in this regard shal reach in writ-
tenin the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office
Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of publication
of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry of stipulated
time no objection will be entertained.

Assistant Regional Transport officer

mcb Budgam Kashmir
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OFFICE OF AASHAQ AMIN BHAT ADVOCATE
JKAND LADAKH HIGH COURT

SRINAGAR C/0 DISTRICT COURT COMPLEX AT
BUDGAM CHAMBER NO. 17

In the case of:-
1. Ali Mohammad Khan S/0 Mohammad Akbar Khan
R/0 Hardupanzoo Khansahib
2. Anees Irshad Bhat S/0 Irshad Ahmad Bhat
R/0 Humhama Budgam
(Caveators)
Vs
Public at Large
(Non-Caveators)
In the matter of :-
CAVEAT PETITION UNDER SECTION 148 A CPC
NOTICE TO PUBLIC AT LARGE

WHEREAS, the Caveators are the permanent resident of U.T of
Jammu and Kashmir and the Caveator No.l is owner of landed
estate at Arizaal Tehsil Khansahib District Budgam and Caveat-
or No.2 has raised construction of sheep farm over the said land
and is running Sheep farm over some portion of the said land.
WHEREAS, the Caveators are having every apprehension that
any person public at large may file a false and frivolous suit be-
fore the Hon’ble court of law pertaining to the subject matter
and may drag the Caveators in such frivolous litigation and will
succeed in getting the ex-parte order against them. The public
at large are having no interest or claim over the above men-
tioned land of the Caveator No.l, and the Caveator No.2 is en-
joying the possession of the above said land without any kind
of interference from any quarter whatsoever. That if and incase
the any person public at large may file any suit, application or
any other petition against the Caveator before Hon’ble Court of
law, no stay order, restraint order or any other interim relief be
granted in favour of the any person/public at large against the
Caveators unless the Caveators be put to notice and be given
opportunity of being heard.

Sd

mcb Aashag Amin Bhat (Adv) & associates
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Former Batamaloo Legislator
Noor Muhammad Rejoins PDP

A LN

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Former Bata-
maloo legislator Noor Mu-
hammad has re-joined the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), sources confirmed.

According to KNT, to the
development, Noor Mu-
hammad had conveyed his
willingness to return to the
party fold, and PDP Presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti has
responded positively to the
proposal.

“Noor Muhammad ex-
pressed his desire to rejoin
the PDP, and Mehbooba
Mufti has shown readiness
to welcome him back,” said
a senior party insider. Sheikh
Noor Muhammad joined the
party in presence of party
president Mehbooba Mufti.

The move comes amid a
slow but steady trend of for-
mer PDP members returning

L N

to the party, which saw a
mass exodus of leaders in the
aftermath of the abrogation
of Article 370 in August 2019.

Several key figures had
distanced themselves from
the party during that politi-
cally turbulent period.

Notably, just a day ear-
lier, former legislator from
Pulwama, Ajaz Ahmed Mir,
rejoined the PDP in the pres-
ence of Mehbooba Mufti,
signaling what many see as
a potential revival phase for
the party.

‘Library On Wheels’ Rolls into
Rainawari To Empower Girls

KO Web Desk

SRINAGAR: The 14th edition
of Alisha’s Library on Wheels
was inaugurated at Govern-
ment Girls Higher Secondary
School, Rainawari, bring-
ing a mobile collection of
competitive exam books to
female students aiming for
ambitious careers.

According to KNT, co-
founded by US-based stu-
dent Alisha Madhuvarshi and
CISF officer Rakesh Nikhaj,
the initiative is dedicated to
delivering quality reading
materials to children in un-
derserved areas, especially
those with limited access to
educational resources.

The Rainawari unit fea-
tures an almirah stocked
with the latest books for
UPSC, SSC, Banking, Law,
and other competitive ex-
ams, along with a seating
area for six students. “This
is about creating opportuni-
ty, one book at a time,” said

Alisha, addressing students
virtually.

The library was formally
handed over by SSP Central
Jail Srinagar Sheikh Zulufi-
kar Azad to school Principal
Gulshan Afroza, with CISF
Commander Rakesh Nikhaj
highlighting the mission of
the project.

Career expert Sheikh In-
ayat Ullah encouraged stu-
dents to explore diverse
fields and stressed early ca-
reer planning, referencing
UNICEF-developed tools to
help students assess their
strengths.

In recognition of academic
excellence, three top-per-
forming Class 11 students
were given free online SSC
courses worth Rs 21,000 each.

The principal thanked the
team and pledged to fully
utilize the resources, while
Alisha announced her goal
of expanding the initiative to
100 remote locations across
India in the coming years.

DC Presides Training Programme

ALL PARy

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A  day-long
training-cum-orientation
programme for YUVA DOOTs
(Youth Ambassadors) under
Mission Yuva initiative was
held at the Kashmir Govern-
ment Polytechnic College
(KGPC), Gogjibagh, with the
participation of YUVA doots
who have been assigned the
task of implementation of
Project YUVA.

The programme was pre-
sided over by the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat
under the aegis of Mission
YUVA, aiming to build a
strong network of grassroots
youth mobilizers for entre-
preneurship development.

Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner
(ADDC) Srinagar, Rifat Af-
tab, Chief Planning Officer,
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Deputy
Director Employment, Dr.
Sheeba Inayat, other con-
cerned Officers and mem-
bers of Small Business De-
velopment Units (SBDUs)
and Business Help Desks
(BHDs) Committees attend-
ed the training programme.

Addressing the Training
programme, DC highlighted
the importance of youth-led
development and grassroots
entrepreneurship. He em-
phasized the importance of
youth-led initiatives in pro-
moting self-reliance and eco-
nomic sustainability at the
grassroots level. He also en-
couraged Yuva Doots to act as
catalysts of positive change
within their communities.

While highlighting the im-
portance of the programme,
DC said that such trainings
are pivotal to provide de-

(Training-II) For YUVA DOOTS

tailed insights into the op-
erational structure of the
programme, roles and re-
sponsibilities of YUVA doots
and the support framework
available at the district level.

He urged the YUVA doots
on targeted mobilization,
focusing on aspirants most
likely to benefit from the ini-
tiative.

DC underlined that with
a well-defined action plan
and comprehensive train-
ing, YUVA doots are now
equipped to begin their
grassroots outreach activi-
ties, promoting entrepre-
neurship and youth-led
development across district
Srinagar under  Mission
YUVA initiative.

The training aimed to
equip them with the knowl-
edge, skills and tools re-
quired guiding aspiring
entrepreneurs and spread-
ing awareness about self-
employment schemes under
Mission YUVA.

Deputy Director Employ-
ment Srinagar, Dr. Sheeba In-
ayat presented an overview
of Mission YUVA, its objec-
tives, and the Institutional
Business Support Mecha-
nism, emphasizing the im-
portance of Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs) for result-
oriented implementation.

The training programme
also featured interactive ses-
sions conducted by resource
persons from J&K Bank and
DE&CC Srinagar, which in-
cluded live demonstrations
of the Mission YUVA App/
Portal. Key topics such as
mobilization  techniques,
scheme eligibility, documen-
tation processes, and report-
ing mechanisms were thor-
oughly covered.
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Dy CM Inspects Progress On
250 Bedded IPD In SKIMS

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief Minister, Su-
rinder Choudhary on Wednesday con-
ducted an extensive inspection of the
ongoing development and construc-
tion works at SKIMS Medical College
and Hospital Bemina, Srinagar.

The works included construction
of 250 bedded IPD block and College
Laboratory block to be raised at an
estimated cost of Rs 83.94 crore and
Rs 88.23 crore respectively.

The visit was aimed at assessing
the pace and quality of the construc-
tion activities being undertaken to
upgrade the hospital's infrastructure.

It was informed that IPD block
will have 7 stories with facilities like
wards in Orthopedic, Medicine, Psy-
chiatry, Labour, Obstetrics, General
Surgery along with administrative
block, medical record section, board
room and lecture theatre.

Sets 3 Month Deadline For Completion Of Pending Works

THE WORKS INCLUDE
CONSTRUCTION OF 250
BEDDED IPD BLOCK AND
COLLEGE LABORATORY
BLOCK to beraised at an
estimated cost of Rs 83.94
crore and Rs 88.23 crore
respectively.

While inspecting the construction
work on the IPD block, the Dy CM
exhorted upon the executing agency
to expedite the pace of work and en-
sure that all pending tasks are com-
pleted without further delay.

The Dy CM directed the concerned
officials to complete all the pending
works within three months.

Highlighting the significance of
infrastructure development in the
health sector, the Dy CM asked the

officials to ensure strict adherence
to set deadlines besides addressing
any bottlenecks hindering the time-
ly completion of such vital projects.
He asked for ensuring strict adher-
ence to all quality parameters while
maintaining the timeliness for proj-
ect completion.

The Deputy Chief Minister also
called for regular monitoring and
evaluation of ongoing works to en-
sure transparency and account-
ability. He emphasized the need for
proper coordination among the ex-
ecuting agencies and called for close
monitoring to avoid unnecessary
delays.

Director SKIMS, Professor Mo-
hammad Ashraf Ganai; Principal
MCH Bemina Dr. Fazal Kadir Parray;
Chief Engineer (R&B), Sajad Nageeb;
CE MED Kashmir Bodh Raj besides
senior doctors and staff members
were also present on the occasion.

Eight Staff Members Of Paras Hospital
Suspended Over Alleged Medical Negligence

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In response to serious al-
legations of medical negligence, the
Chief Medical Officer (CMO) Srinagar
has issued a formal suspension order
against eight members of the medi-
cal and paramedical staff at Paras
Hospital, Srinagar. The action comes
in the wake of mounting public an-
ger over the death of a patient, Was-
eem Ahmad Pathan, who reportedly
passed away under questionable
circumstances while receiving treat-
ment at the hospital.

The suspended personnel include
senior surgeons, anesthetists, an
operation theatre technician, ICU in-
charge, and nursing staff. The CMO’s
directive prohibits all of them from
continuing medical practice not only
at Paras Hospital but at any other
medical facility in the region until

the ongoing inquiry is completed.

The order mentions Dr. Sheikh
Zahoor Ahmad, Dr. Shah Naveed,
Dr. Zahid along with his anesthesia
team, Dr. Syed Dawood, Dr. Kha-
war, the concerned OT technician,
the ICU in-charge, and Nurse Insha
among those placed under suspen-
sion. The directive clearly states that
all the named individuals must re-
main available for inquiry proceed-
ings as and when summoned. It also
warns that any non-compliance will
be taken seriously and dealt with
under the rules and guidelines cur-
rently in force.

This disciplinary step by the CMO
underscores the seriousness of the
matter and is aimed at ensuring
accountability in the healthcare
system while the investigation into
the alleged lapses in patient care is
underway.

Preparations For Festivities Of
Eid-Ul-Azha Reviewed

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In connection with cel-
ebrations of upcoming Eid-ul-Azha
festivities in the District, a meeting
of all Sectoral/Zonal Officers was
held under the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat at Meet-
ing Hall of DC Office Complex, here
to review the preparations made by
different Departments for seamless
conduct of the auspicious religious
festival.

Besides, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Aadil Fareed, Superinten-
dent of Police, Umar Shah and As-
sistant Commissioner Revenue Umar
Gulzar, the meeting was attended by
Superintending Engineers of PHE,
KPDCL, R&B, all Tehsildars, Officers
of Food Safety, Animal Husbandry,
Sheep Husbandry, FCS&CA, SMC, Fire
& Emergency, Legal Metrology, and
other Departments.

At the outset, DC reviewed the fa-
cilities regarding the basic amenities
of line Departments at the important
religious places including Masjids
and Shrines where huge congrega-
tions of devotees are expected to
offer prayers. The DC stressed on en-
suring all the required arrangements
up to the best satisfaction of the vis-
iting devotees.

While reviewing the availability of
sacrificial animals and poultry birds
in the District, the DC directed con-
cerned Officers of Animal Husband-
ry and Sheep Husbandry to ensure
availability of sufficient quantities
of animals and poultry birds to cater
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to the local demand on the religious
occasion.

Regarding the proper and scien-
tific disposal of hides, he directed
SMC Officers to publicize the collec-
tion centers of hides in every Mu-
nicipal Ward of the Srinagar City and
adequate deployment of vehicles for
collection of fleeces.

To address the issue of dog men-
ace at prime Religious Places, DC di-
rected SMC to conduct dog catching
drives to ensure safety of devotees
and cleanliness of surrounding ar-
eas. The SMC authorities were also
directed to take appropriate mea-
sures for ensuring proper sanitation
measures across the City, besides
making all street lights functional at
the earliest.

To ensure availability of good
quality of food items and to curb
malpractice of overcharging and
overpricing in the market, the DC
directed for constituting joint mar-
ket checking teams of Police, Food
Safety, Legal Metrology, Sheep Hus-
bandry and Tehsildars. The DC con-

stituted special teams for market
checking in order to prevent profi-
teering and black marketing by busi-
ness establishments operating in the
District.

The DC also stressed the officers
from PHE and KPDCL to provide un-
interrupted supply of drinking wa-
ter and electricity to the consumers
especially at Shrines and Masjids on
the eve of the Eid Ul Azha.

Similarly, the Health Department
was instructed to ensure availability
of ambulances and medical staff at
Dargah Hazratbal Shrine and other
places.

Likewise, R&B and SMC Engineers
were directed to repair roads and fill
up all the potholes, particularly ap-
proach roads of prominent religious
places.

Regarding Traffic Management to
facilitate people to offer congrega-
tional prayers on time, the DC asked
Traffic authorities Srinagar to formu-
late an efficient traffic plan and pub-
licize that for the information of the
general public.
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD:18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

JA

Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

* PRAYERS
FAIR  3:40
HURI ZUHR  12:28
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This Day In History

363- Roman Emperor Julian defeats the Sassanid
army in the Battle of Ctesiphon, under the walls of the
Sassanid capital, but is unable to take the city

757- St Paul | begins his reign as Catholic Pope

1138- Anti-Pope Victor IV (Gregorio) submits himself
to Pope Innocentius I

1167- Battle of Monte Porzio: Holy Roman army
supporting Pope Alexander lll is defeated by Christian
of Buch and Rainald of Dassel

1176- Battle at Legnano: Lombard League beats
Frederick | Barbarossa and the Holy Roman Empire
1233- Chinese city of Kaifeng, capital of the Jurchen
Jin dynasty, surrenders to the Mongols under General
Subedei after a siege of more than a year

1328- French King Philip VI of Valois crowned at the
Cathedral in Reims, France

1415- Pope John XXIII [Baldassare Cossa] formally
deposed as Pope at the Conference of Constance,
Germany, after he had fled the town in disguise

1453- Constantinople, capital of the Eastern Roman
Empire falls to the Turks under Mehmed II; ends the
Byzantine Empire

1576- Spanish army under Cristébal de Mondragdn
conquers Zierik sea

1592- Battle of Sacheon: Korean navy led by Admiral
Yi Sun Shin repels a Japanese fleet - first use of Korean
Turtle ship

1648- King Charles | of England attempts to escape
captivity at Carisbrooke Castle, Isle of Wight, for
second time by hacksawing through a barred window
but caught in the act

1652- Battle of Goodwin Sands, off Folkestone, Kent:
English 'General at Sea' Robert Blake drives out Dutch
fleet under Lieutenant Admiral Maarten Tromp

1677 - Treaty of Middle Plantation establishes peace
between the Virginia colonists and local Native
Americans

1692- Battle at La Hogue: English and Dutch fleet beat
France

1733- The right of Canadians to keep Indian slaves is
upheld in Quebec City

1780- Battle of Waxhaw Creek: alleged massacre
of 113 of Colonel Abraham Buford's continentals by
Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton's troops after
the continentals raised a white flag

1886- American pharmacist John Pemberton begins to
advertise his patent medicine - Coca-Cola in Atlanta,
Georgia

1916- Official flag of President of the United States
adopted

1916- US forces invade Dominican Republic, stay until
1924

1919- Albert Einstein's Theory of Relativity, that
when light passes a large body, gravity will bend the
rays confirmed by Arthur Eddington's expedition to
photograph a solar eclipse on the island of Principe,
West Africa

1988 - Pakistan President Zia ul-Haq dismisses
government and disbands parliament

1989 - Student protesters in China construct a replica
of Statue of Liberty

1990 - An earthquake hits Peru, killing over 200

1990 - Boris Yeltsin is elected President of the Russian
Republic

1996 - Space Shuttle STS 77 Endeavour 11), lands
1997 - Span scientists announce new human species
in 780,000 year old fossil

1999 - Space Shuttle Discovery completes the first
docking with the International Space Station.

2001 - Natural gas futures plunge 6% to a 10-month
low on speculation that growing US inventories will
help power plants meet summer demand for air-
conditioning

2004 - The World War Il Memorial is dedicated in
Washington, D.C.

2012 - Facebook's problematic public listing could cost
those involved $115 million from technical glitches
2012 - Indonesian police make the biggest drug bust
in ten years after seizing over a million ecstasy pills
valued at $45 million

2014 - President Obama approves US military training
of 'moderate’ Syrian rebels to fight the regime of
Bashar al-Assad and al Qaeda-linked groups

2015 - Heat wave in India centered in Telengana and
Andhra Pradesh states is reported to have killed 1800
people in a week
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Student Held For Post On
Indo-Pak Contlict Released
From Pune Jail

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: It was an emotional
reunion for a teen student with
her family as she walked out of
jail on Tuesday night after hav-
ing spent over a fortnight behind
bars for her social media post
criticising the Indian govern-
ment amid the Indo-Pak conflict.

The 19-year-old student of
engineering was granted bail by
the Bombay High Court which
had made scathing remarks
against the Maharashtra gov-
ernment for "being bent upon
ruining her life" and turning her
into a "hardcore criminal”.

The court had also pulled
up the girl's college -- Sinhgad
Academy of Engineering -- for
issuing a rustication order
against the girl "hurriedly"
without giving her an opportu-
nity to explain herself.

The high court suspended
the rustication order and direct-
ed the authorities at the Yerwada
central jail, where the girl was
lodged, to release her forthwith
on Tuesday itself.

Pursuant to the order, the stu-
dent, originally from Jammu and
Kashmir, was released from the
jail around 9.30 PM on Tuesday af-
ter all formalities were completed,
her lawyer Farhana Shah said.

Her family members were
present outside the jail for the emo-
tional reunion and wished to stay
away from the media glare and

made only general statement that
they had faith in the Constitution
and the legal system of the country.

The controversy began on
May 7 when the student, pursu-
ing a Bachelor of Engineering
(Information Technology) de-
gree, shared a post on Instagram
from an account named 'Reform-
istan.! However, realising her
mistake, she deleted the post and
also apologised for reposting it.

Despite her deleting the post
swiftly, the Kondhwa police in
Pune registered an FIR against
her on May 9 and arrested her.

She was later sent to judi-
cial custody at Yerwada pris-
on. The college also rusticated
her immediately.

Challenging her rustication
and seeking quashing of the FIR,
the student approached the Bom-
bay High Court.

On Tuesday, the High Court
strongly condemned the govern-
ment's response, labeling it "ab-
solutely shocking" and '"radical."
The court ordered her immediate
release to allow her to appear for
her ongoing semester examina-
tions and directed the Sinhgad
Academy of Engineering to pro-
vide her with a hall ticket and, if
necessary, arrange security and a
separate classroom for her exams.

The police were also in-
structed to ensure adequate pro-
tection for the student when she
attends college, addressing her
expressed fears.

Aadhaar Optional for
Document Registration in

Proposed Bill

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: A new draft bill that
seeks to enable online registra-
tion of land documents and oth-
er transactions provisions al-
ternate verification mechanism
for those who do not have or do
not wish to use their Aadhaar,
according to its content.

The bill replaces the 117-year-
old Registration Act, 1908.

The draft bill prepared
by the Department of Land
Resources, Ministry of Rural
Development, which has been
placed for public feedback,
introduces provisions to
support online registration,
electronic presentation and
admission of documents, issu-
ance of electronic registration
certificates, and digital main-
tenance of records.

It allows Aadhaar-based
authentication with informed
consent, but also alternative
verification mechanisms for
the people who do not possess
Aadhaar or choose not to use
it. The bill also enables elec-
tronic integration with other
record-keeping systems.

Under the Registration
Act, documents related to im-
movable property, like sale
deeds, gift deeds, mortgage
deeds, and leases, are required
to be registered. Wills, powers
of attorney, and other court
decrees and orders related to
property rights are also sub-
ject to registration.

The draft Bill expands the
scope of compulsory registra-
tion to reflect contemporary
property and transaction prac-
tices, and expands the list of
documents required, accord-
ing to the government officials.

It also modernises the or-
ganisational structure of the
registration system with a
more responsive hierarchy, in-
cluding the introduction of ad-
ditional and assistant inspec-
tors general of registration.

The draft bill lays down
the procedure for appointment
of the inspectors general of
registration, registrars, and
sub-registrars, streamlines the
appointment process for regis-
trars in case of vacancies, and
vests rule-making authority
with the appropriate govern-
ment to ensure alignment with
the local governance.

It promotes plain language
drafting, digital enablement,
and transparent procedures to
make the registration process
more accessible, especially for
individual citizens and small
businesses, officials said.

While the present law
requires that documents be
presented at the registration
office, the new draft bill says
these documents can be pre-
sented "in person or through
electronic means." The cur-
rent law requires people reg-
istering documents to affix a
passport-size photograph and
fingerprints to the document.

Aligarh Mob Attack: Seized
Meat Sample Not from 'Cow'

Press Trust Of India

Distribution System In Gaza

Agencies

GAZA CITY: The UN on Wednes-
day condemned a US-backed aid
system in Gaza after one person
was killed and 48 people were in-
jured during a chaotic food distri-
bution that saw shots fired by the
Israeli military.

The issue of aid has come sharp-
ly into focus amid a hunger crisis
coupled with intense criticism of
the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation
(GHF), a shadowy group that has
bypassed the longstanding UN-led
system in the territory.

With the war sparked by
Hamas’s October 2023 attack on
Israel entering its 600th day on
Wednesday, Palestinians in Gaza
felt there was no reason to hope
for a better future. In Israel, the
relatives of people held hostage
in Gaza since the October 7 at-
tack longed for the return of their
loved ones, with hundreds gather-
ing in their name in Tel Aviv.

“Six hundred days have
passed and nothing has changed.
Death continues, and Israeli
bombing does not stop,” said Bas-

sam Daloul, 40, adding that “even
hoping for a ceasefire feels like a
dream and a nightmare.”

Daloul, who said his family has
been displaced 20 times since the
start of the war, pointed to shortages
of everything from clean water and
food to medicine and electricity.

According to the UN, 47
people were injured in the cha-
os while a Palestinian medical
source said at least one had died.

The Israeli military said it
fired warning shots, though Ajith
Sunghay, the head of UN Human
Rights Office in the Palestinian ter-
ritories, said most of the wounded
had been hurt by gunfire.

The UN has repeatedly hit out
against the GHF, and Philippe La-
zzarini, head of the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees, on Wednes-
day reiterated the criticism.

“Ibelieve it isa waste of resourc-
es and a distraction from atrocities.
We already have an aid distribution
system that is fit for purpose,” he
said during a visit in Japan.

‘Bread and water’

On the ground in Gaza, the

civil defence agency said Israeli

air strikes Kkilled 16 people since
dawn Wednesday.

Heba Jabr, 29, who sleeps in
a tent in southern Gaza with her
husband and their two children,
was struggling to find food.

“Dying by bombing is much
better than dying from the humil-
iation of hunger and being unable
to provide bread and water for
your children”, she told AFP.

Israel imposed a full block-
ade on Gaza for over two months,
before allowing supplies in at a
trickle last week.

A medical source in southern
Gaza told AFP that after Tuesday’s
stampede “more than 40 injured
people arrived at Nasser Hospital,
the majority of them wounded by
Israeli gunfire”, adding that at
least one had died since.

The source added that “a
number of other civilians also
arrived at the hospital with vari-
ous bruises”.

Israel’s military said in a
statement that it “did not carry
out any aerial fire toward the hu-
manitarian aid distribution cen-
tre in the Rafah area.”

UN Nuclear Watchdog Chief Says
Jury Is Still Out' On Iran-US Talks

VIENNA: The head of the United
Nations’ atomic watchdog said
Wednesday that “the jury is still
out” on negotiations between Iran
and the U.S. over Tehran’s rapidly
advancing nuclear program, but
described the continuing negotia-
tions a good sign.

Rafael Mariano Grossi, direc-
tor-general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, made the
comment to journalists attending
a weeklong seminar at the agency
in Vienna.

Grossi acknowledged one
of his deputies was in Tehran
on Wednesday. Iranian officials
identified the official as Massimo
Aparo, the head of the IAEA’s safe-
guards arm. That's the division
that sends inspectors into Iran to
monitor its program, which now
enriches uranium up to 60% pu-
rity — a short, technical step from
weapons-grade levels of 90%.

“For the moment, the jury is

International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) director general Rafael Mariano
GrossiFile photo | AFP

still out,” Grossi said. “The fact
that they continue to meet ... that
is an indication of a willingness to
come to an agreement.”

The talks seek to limit Iran’s
nuclear program in exchange for
the lifting of some of the crushing
economic sanctions the U.S. has im-
posed on the Islamic Republic, clos-
ing in on a half-century of enmity.

International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) director general
Rafael Mariano Grossi

Iran says will hold US respon-
sible for any Israeli attack on its
nuclear sites

U.S. President Donald Trump
has repeatedly threatened to un-
leash airstrikes targeting Iran’s
program, if a deal isn't reached.
Iranian officials increasingly warn
they could pursue a nuclear weap-
on with their stockpile of uranium.

Trump has described Iran
as having an American proposal
to reach a deal. However, Iran
repeatedly has denied receiv-
ing such a proposal, including
on Wednesday with Mohammad
Eslami, the head of the Atomic En-
ergy Organization of Iran.

However, if a deal is reached,
Iran might allow the IAEA to have
American inspectors on their
teams during inspections. Ameri-
cans represent the largest single
nationality of IAEA employees, a
2023 agency report showed.

Aligarh : The ongoing police in-
vestigation into a mob violence
case in Harduaganj has taken a
twist after a laboratory report
confirmed that the seized meat
sample did not belong to a "cow
or any cow progeny", a police of-
ficer said.

This revelation comes after
a violent mob attacked four men
on 24 May, suspecting them of
transporting prohibited cattle
meat. Their vehicle was also
set ablaze by the mob, and lo-
cal Bajrang Dal leaders claimed
that this was the same vehicle
the villagers had intercepted a
fortnight ago with similar "ille-
gal meat". However, police had
released it on that occasion, say-
ing it was buffalo meat.

SP (rural) Amrit Jain told
PTI on Wednesday that police
immediately rescued the vic-
tims from the mob and admitted
them to hospital.

"The meat sample was sent
to a government laboratory for
testing. The forensic report of
the meat sample has confirmed
that it was not of cow or any cow
progeny. We are investigating
the entire sequence of events
and will take action on the basis
of our findings," Jain said.

The officer confirmed that
four individuals named in the
FIR lodged by the victims have
already been arrested, with
more arrests expected as the po-
lice search for others involved.
The initial report had named
12 alleged attackers and 25 un-
named persons.

The meat

sample was sent to
a government laboratory
for testing. The forensic
report of the meat
sample has confirmed
that it was not of cow or
any cow progeny. We are
investigating the entire
sequence of events and
will take action on the
basis of our findings

Meanwhile, opposition lead-
ers from various parties, includ-
ing members of Parliament who
visited Aligarh after the attempt-
ed lynching, have demanded
stringent action against all those
involved in the attack.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MP Sanjay Singh, who visited
the Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
College Hospital on Tuesday,
told media persons that the Har-
duaganj mob attack was "an-
other incident orchestrated to
polarise the society".

He has called for a fast-track
court to deal with the case. A
Congress party delegation, in-
cluding MP Imran Masood and
former MP Kunwar Danish Ali,
also met the four injured men at
the hospital on Tuesday.

A delegation of Samajwadi
Party (SP) leaders led by Ra-
jya Sabha member Ramji Lal
Suman is expected to arrive in
Aligarh on Wednesday to meet
the victims.

'BJP Super Spokesperson': Tharoor
Slammed for LoC Remark

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi : Congress lead-
er Udit Raj on Wednesday
slammed party colleague
Shashi Tharoor for his re-
ported remarks that India
breached the Line of Control
(Loc) for the first time during
the 2016 surgical strike on a
terror base, saying he should
be declared a "super spokes-
person of the BJP".

Congress MP Tharoor,
who is leading a multi-party
delegation to five countries,
while speaking in Panama re-
portedly said that when "for
the first time" India breached
the LoC between India and
Pakistan to conduct a surgi-
cal strike on a terror base that
was something we had not
done before.

Tagging Tharoor's re-
marks, Raj said, "My dear
Shashi Tharoor, Alas! I could
prevail upon PM Modi to de-
clare you as super spokes-
person of BJP , even declar-
ing (you) as foreign minister
before landing in India. How
could you denigrate the
golden history of Congress
by saying that before PM
Modi , India never crossed
LoC and International bor-
der." "In 1965 Indian Army
entered Pakistan at multiple
points, which completely sur-
prised the Pakistanis in the
Lahore sector. In 1971, India
tore Pakistan in two pieces
and during UPA government

several surgical strikes were
unleashed but drum beating
was not done to encash (it)
politically," he said.

How could you be so dis-
honest to the party which
gave you so much, asked Raj,
who is the chairman of the
Unorganised Workers and

Employees Congress Other
Than Professionals.

Raj's post on X was also re-
posted by Congress' media and
publicity department head
Pawan Khera.

Last month also, Raj
had hit out at Tharoor for
his reported "no country
has 100-per cent foolproof
intelligence" remarks,
wondering that being a
Congressman, how did he
become the BJP's lawyer
and was giving the ruling
party a "clean chit" on the
Pahalgam terror attack.

Tharoor had hit back at
Raj, saying the latter is a for-
mer BJP MP and "is better
qualified to understand who
speaks for the BJP".

l N E
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Turkiye Will Fine Airline Passengers
Who Unbuckle Before The Plane Stops

NKARA: Airline pas-
sengers in Turkiye who
unbuckle their seat
belts, access overhead
compartments, or occupy the
aisle before their plane has fully
stopped now face fines under new
regulations issued by the coun-
try’s civil aviation authority.
The updated rules, which
aim to enhance safety and en-
sure a more orderly disembar-
kation, came into effect earlier
this month. They were adopted
following passenger complaints
and flight inspections indicated
a growing number of safety vio-
lations during taxiing after land-
ing, according to the Turkish Di-
rectorate of Civil Aviation.
It is not unusual in Turkiye
for passengers to stand up or

move inside the cabin soon after
the plane has landed, often lead-
ing to chaotic disembarkation.
Under the new regulations,
commercial airlines operating
flights in Turkiye are required
to issue a revised version of the

standard in-flight

announce-

ment to remain seated, warning
that violations will be document-
ed and reported, according to a
circular issued by the aviation
authority.

Passengers are also remind-
ed to wait for those in front of
them to exit first instead of rush-

ing forward.

The circular does not say how
much passengers who disregard
the regulations could be fined, but
Turkish media reports have said
fines of up to $70 will be imposed.

“Despite announcements in-
forming passengers of the rules,
many are standing up before the

aircraft reaches its parking
positions and before the seat belt
sign is turned off,” the aviation
authority noted.

“This behavior compromis-
es the safety of passengers and
baggage, disregards the satisfac-
tion and exit priority of other
travelers,” it said.

There have been no immedi-
ate reports confirming that the
newly introduced fines are being
enforced.

King Charles Picks A Side As Trump
Pushes Canada To Join US

ing Charles III will outline new

Prime Minister Mark Carney's

government priorities in a

speech in the Canadian Parlia-
ment on Tuesday, 27 May. It's widely
viewed as a show of support in the face
of annexation threats by US President
Donald Trump.

Trump's repeated suggestion that
the US annex Canada prompted Prime
Minister Carney to invite Charles to give
the speech from the throne. The king is
the head of state in Canada, which is a
member of the British Commonwealth of
former colonies.

Carney said in a statement the visit
speaks to the “vitality of our constitution-
al monarchy and our distinct identity.”

It is rare for the monarch to deliver
what's called the speech from the throne in
Canada. Charles' mother, Queen Elizabeth
II, did it twice in her 70-year reign, the last
time in 1977.

TRUMP

The speech is not written by the
king or his UK advisers as Charles
serves as a nonpartisan head of state.
He will read what is put before him by
Canada's government.

Carney, the new prime minister and
a former head of the Bank of England,
and Canada's first Indigenous governor
general, Mary Simon, the king's represen-
tative in Canada, met with the king on
Monday, 26 May.
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Drive Launched To Prevent

Observer News Service

Sunlight Exposure Of PET Bottles

SOPORE: With an aim of en-
suring shopkeepers don't keep
water and soft drinks packed in
Polyethylene Terephthalate PET
bottles exposed to sunlight in
the summer months, Tehsildar
Sopore Sheikh Tariq on Wednes-
day launched an awareness
campaign advising the shop-
keepers selling packed water
and soft-drinks to keep the wa-
ter inside shops rather than dis-
playing the same outside shops
which is harmful to health.
Tehsildar Sheikh Tariq was
accompanied by Naib Tehsildar
Shahid Khaliq and Mohammad
Ashraf in this drive who visited
many retail and wholesale gro-
cery shops in Sopore town and
adjoining Sangrama as well.
Pertinently the officers acted
after a video created by social
activist Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat
few days back wherein he ex-
plained the harmful effects of
sunlight on plastic bottles con-
taining water and soft drinks /
juices. The video went viral on
social networking sites like Ins-
tagram , facebook and X.
“Several scientific studies
conducted worldwide espe-
cially by Columbia University
and National Institute of Health
-NIH clearly shows that expo-
sure to ultraviolet radiation is
dangerous to plastic bottles es-

T

pecially the Polyethylene Tere-
phthalate PET bottles. Exposure
to UV radiation, whether it is
from outside storage or pos-
sibly even exposure to fluores-
cent lighting in retail is consid-
ered as another contributor to
PET quality degradation and is
harmful to human life" said Dr
Raja Muzaffar Bhat.

Scientific studies have proved
that exposure of PET bottles to
sunlight especially in summer
months is very dangerous and
causes release of nanoplastics
which impacts human health
through the bloodstream.

"I am grateful to Tehsildar
Sopore and Food Safety Officers
who have initiated awareness
campaign on this by taking cog-
nizance of my video “ Dr Raja
Muzaffar added

Amazon Fashion Rebrands Its
Gen Z OnlineStore As 'SERVE'

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Amazon Fashion is
doubling down on its commit-
ment to Gen Z with the relaunch
of its dedicated online store-
front, formerly known as Next
Gen Store, now named'SERVE),
Dishing Out Style.

The word 'Serve meaning
'to present oneself with confi-
dence and style, often in a way
that is considered impressive
or striking” is deeply rooted in
contemporary Gen Z speak but
has also surfaced in trending.
lexicon across generations, cap-
turing the spirit of confident,
standout self-expression across
fashion, beauty, and beyond.
'SERVE' responds to this evolu-
tion, functioning not just as an
online store but as a continu-
ously refreshed destination that
delivers on-trend styles while
empowering individual expres-
sion. The online store has seen
3X increase in Gen Z customers
and a 4X surge in shoppers from
Tier II and cities like Chandi-
garh, Kochi, Patna, Nagpur, Jai-
pur, and Surat, 'SERVE' is set to
redefine how this crucial demo-
graphic engages with fashion.

'SERVE' offers an unparal-
leled selection with over 2 mil-
lion products from more than
350 domestic and global brands,
including new additions like
Barcino, Tokyo Talkies, High-
lander, The Bear House, Diljit x
Levi's, Mokobara, Casio, Chum-
bak, Cosrx, and Moxie. 'SERVE'
caters to Gen Z's dynamic
tastes with a unique blend of
fast fashion, sustainable op-
tions, and affordable styles. The
store features monthly trend
updates, seasonal lookbooks,
and creator-curated style ed-
its, reflecting micro-trends like
Y2K revival, inder-fluid fashion,
dopamine dressing, K-beauty,
minimal glam, and conscious

o6

Curated for India's mobile-
first generation, 'SERVE'
builds on GenZ's demand
for expressive, affordable,
and fast fashion-offering
350+ brands, Zmillion+
products, rapid trend
access, and a bold new

design language.

fashion. This new identity
includes a fresh logo and de-
sign language that is visually
compelling and authentic, and
scalable across platforms. The
on-site experience has been en-
hanced, prioritizing discovery,
community, and trend -forward
curation, with updated imagery
styles and voice & tone that re-
flect Gen Z's diverse interests
and subcultures.

"After pioneering India's first
dedicated Gen Z store in 2023,
we are elevating our commit-
ment with SERVE" says Nikhil
Sinha, Director, Amazon Fash-
ion India. "Our research consis-
tently reveals this demographic
values individuality and trend-
alignment alongside afford-
ability. With SERVE, we are
democratizing trend-forward
fashion bringing inclusive, ac-
cessible style to all of India,
particularly Tier II and IlI cities
where we have seen over 40%
YOY growth. We have created
not just a shopping destination,
but a cultural platform that em-
powers authentic self-expres-
sion through affordable style,
making fashion a tool for confi-
dence and creativity accessible
to everyone.

3 Live Mortar Shells Defused
In Jammu’s Transport Nagar

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Three unexploded
mortar shells were recovered
near the Regional Transport
Office (RTO) in Narwal area of
Transport Nagar in Jammu on
Wednesday.

The shells, believed to be
remnants of Pakistan’s cease-
fire violation during ‘Operation
Sindoora’, prompted an imme-
diate response from the Jammu
and Kashmir Police and the
Indian Army’s Bomb Disposal
Squad (BDS).

Local residents alerted au-
thorities to the suspicious
objects, leading to a rapid de-
ployment of security forces to
secure the area.

The Bomb Disposal Squad
was called in and successfully
defused the three RPG shells
through a controlled mecha-
nism, ensuring the safety of the
surrounding community. The
operation was completed with-

out incident, and no casualties
were reported.

“These mortar shells posed a
significant threat to the safety
of civilians in the Narwal area.
Thanks to the quick action of lo-
cal residents and the expertise
of our Bomb Disposal Squad,
the danger has been neutral-
ized,” said a spokesperson for
the Jammu and Kashmir Police.

Authorities have urged citi-
zens to remain vigilant and
report any suspicious objects
immediately, emphasizing
the importance of community
cooperation in maintaining
safety.

Meanwhile, the police have
registered a case under relevant
sections of the law and are con-
ducting further investigations to
ascertain the origin and circum-
stances surrounding the shells.
This incident follows recent re-
ports of cross-border shelling,
highlighting ongoing security
challenges in the region.

‘Around 60% Women Still
Rely On Cloth For Menstrual
Protection In J&K’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A considerable
proportion of women in Jam-
mu and Kashmir continue to
rely on traditional cloth for
menstrual protection, which
poses risks of infections that
could lead to infertility, ac-
cording to medical experts.

According to KNO, doctors
stressed the importance of
maintaining menstrual hy-
giene and encouraged women,
especially young girls, to shed
any feelings of shame associ-
ated with purchasing sanitary
pads. They said proper hygiene
practices are essential to pre-
vent health complications.

Dr Shabeena Akhter, a gyn-
aecologist based in south Kash-
mir, said that while the number
of women using cloth instead
of sanitary pads is decreasing,
many still prefer traditional
methods. “Menstrual hygiene
plays a crucial role in prevent-
ing infections such as urinary
tract infections (UTIs) and re-
productive tract infections
(RTIs), which can have serious
health consequences,” she said.

“Regular changing of men-
strual products and maintain-
ing cleanliness are vital to miti-
gating these risks,” she added.
Dr Akhter advised girls that
there should be no shame in
buying sanitary pads, as this re-

duces the chances of infections
that may lead to infertility.

Dr Barjashta Bahar, another
gynaecologist, said that afford-
ability is not the main issue
for most women; rather, lack
of awareness about hygienic
practices is. “Many women do
not realise how unhygienic
menstrual cycles can affect
their health,” she said.

Dr Bahar added that societal
stigma surrounding menstrua-
tion continues to foster shame,
silence, and discrimination. “By
promoting open discussions
and education about men-
struation, we can break down
these barriers and empower
women and girls to manage
their periods with dignity and
confidence,” she asserted.

"Good menstrual hygiene man-
agement (MHM) is fundamental
in enabling women and girls to
reach their full potential,” she said.

Dr Bahar warned that poor
hygiene can lead to itching,
rashes, bad odour and more
severe complications like pel-
vic inflammatory disease and
toxic shock syndrome.

Medical professionals also
said that many women using
pads do so without under-
standing why, often treating
the product as just a ready-
made item. Wearing a pad for
too long can cause rashes, vag-
inal yeast infections, and foul

odor, they warned.

While the number of wom-
en using sanitary pads is grad-
ually increasing, a significant
percentage still rely on cloth,
which can cause infections
such as UTIs and RTIs—condi-
tions that, if untreated, may
severely impact fertility.

“Menstrual hygiene is not
merely a personal issue; it’s
a public health concern,” the
doctors stressed. “Ensuring
women and girls have the
knowledge, resources, and so-
cietal support to manage their
periods hygienically is essen-
tial for their health, education,
and empowerment. It’s time to
confront the silence, break the
stigma and advocate for dig-
nity in menstruation.”

According to the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS-
5), nearly 60 per cent of wom-
en in Jammu and Kashmir still
use cloth during menstruation.
The survey (2019-2021) also
found that only 50.5 per cent
of women aged 15-24 use sani-
tary napkins, up from 48.8 per
cent in NFHS-4 (2015-2016).

The Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has launched a
scheme to promote menstrual
hygiene among adolescent girls
aged 10-19 in rural areas. Under
this initiative, sanitary napkin
packs containing six pieces
each are branded as “Freedays”.

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PREVENTING infections
such as urinary tract infections (UTls) and reproductive tract infections (RTIs),
which can have serious health consequences,”

Protests In Labertal Budgam

Ansar Hussain

Over Smart Meters

SRINAGAR: A rousing cho-
rus of women'’s voices echoed
through the narrow lanes
of Labertal village in central
Kashmir’s Budgam district
earlier on Wednesday as local
residents led largely by young
women halted a government
team attempting to install
smart electricity meters in the
village. The women, some with
tin boxes, others with sticks,
stage protests over smart me-
ter installation.

“Don’t install meters here.
Our youth are jobless, and there
are always power cuts. Said a
young woman. “We voted Omar
Abdullah for serving people not
for his own development, We
won't let these meters get in-
stalled, take both the meters
and electricity away".

The protests unfolded just
moments after the installation
team arrived in Labertal vil-
lage on Wednesday to install
smart Meters.

According to Eyewitnesses
“They had barely started un-
loading the meters when wom-
en surrounded them,” said a
shopkeeper. “They shouted slo-
gans, and warned the officials
not to install meters"

“We are not against develop-
ment or modernization,” said a
schoolteacher who wished not to
be named. “But we won't accept
a system that increases our bills
when we neither have proper

electricity nor condition to pay
the huge bills. It's humiliating to
see other states enjoying elec-
tricity and we are left with fre-
quent power cuts and huge bills"

“Earlier, we used to pay Rs
300-400 per month,” then it
reached Rs 1500, said an elderly
farmer. “Now people pay double
or triple that, and the electricity
still vanishes for hours.”

The protest in Labertal is not
an isolated incident. In recent
months, similar resistance has
erupted in other parts of Bud-
gam and across the Kashmir
Valley. From Magam to Charar-
e-Sharief, residents have taken
to the streets, raising concerns
about transparency, afford-
ability, and accountability in
the smart meter rollout.

People accuse the Jammu
and Kashmir Power Develop-
ment Department (JKPDD) of
failing to consult local commu-
nities before enforcing what

many view as a burdensome
system.

“It is being forced on us
without understanding ground
realities, we don't want these
meters, our youth are jobless",
said a student.

Officials state that smart
meters are essential for curbing
power theft, improving billing
efficiency, and stabilizing the
fragile power grid. According
to JKPDD, the new meters pro-
vide real-time data, help detect
outages quickly, and enable fair
billing practices.

“What is the point of moni-
toring usage when there is
nothing to use?” asked a pro-
testing woman. “Do they want
us to pay huge bills?, no way
take them away”

PDP leader Aga Syed
Muntazir Mehdi visited the
village to hear the grievances
of the people and express soli-
darity with the protesters.

Ayush Anantnag Organizes Yoga

Event At Martand Temple

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: To promote health
and wellness through tradition-
al practices, the District Ayush
Office, Anantnag on Wednes-
day organized a grand yoga
event at famous and historic
Martand Sun Temple under the
theme of ‘Harit Yoga, symbol-
izing harmony between nature
and human well-being.

Set against the majestic
backdrop of the ancient Mar-
tand Temple, the event wit-
nessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from a large number of
people, including students,
youth, local residents, and
officials from various de-
partments, including Ayush,
Sports, Education, Health, Ru-
ral Development, and Social
Welfare. The serene and spiri-
tually enriching location fur-

ther elevated the experience,
making it both a cultural and
wellness-oriented celebration.

Speaking on the occasion,
officials emphasized the im-
portance of yoga as an ancient
Indian practice that fosters
balance between the body,
mind, and soul. “Yoga is not
merely a physical exercise but
a holistic approach to health,
inner peace, and sustainable
living,” said a senior Ayush of-
ficer present at the event.

The ‘Harit Yoga' theme also
underscored the need to inte-
grate yoga with environmental

consciousness. As part of the
initiative, participants were
sensitized about the importance
of green living and maintaining
ecological balance. The gather-
ing highlighted how a healthy
body, peaceful mind, and clean
environment are interlinked in
achieving holistic well-being.

Several yoga demonstra-
tions were conducted by
trained instructors, and ses-
sions included breathing tech-
niques, stretching exercises,
meditation, and discussions
on the benefits of regular yoga
practice.

Huma Qureshi Vows To Inspire

Observer News Service

JAMMU: As part of a broader
initiative led by the Director-
ate of Tourism, Jammu, a series
of celebrity visits across Jammu
has been launched to show soli-
darity with the armed forces
and civilians besides inspiring
revival of tourism in the region.

The first in this initiative
was the visit of renowned Bol-
lywood actress Huma Qureshi,
who arrived in Jammu to ex-
tend her support and amplify
the message of peace, resilience
and hope.

During her visit, Qureshi en-
gaged in an exclusive interac-
tion with the stakeholders from
the Jammu and Katra Hotel and
Restaurant Associations.

The stakeholders appealed
her to promote the scenic
beauty, hospitality and cultural
richness of Jammu through
word-of-mouth and her public
platforms. They emphasized
that celebrity endorsements
can play a vital role in rebuild-
ing tourist confidence and en-
couraging footfall in the region.

The actress also visited the
family of late Raj Kumar Thapa,
Additional District Development

More Artists To Visit J&K

Commissioner (ADDC) Rajouri,
who tragically lost his life in a
recent attack. She offered her
heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved family and paid tribute
to his sacrifice for the nation.

Later in the evening, a cultural
programme was organized at
the Indo-Pak border, Suchetgarh
symbolizing unity and national
pride. The event showcased local
cultural performances and fea-
tured a touching interaction with
Army jawans, BSF jawans and af-
fected families aimed at honoring
the brave soldiers and showing
solidarity with affected families.

Speaking at the event, Huma
Qureshi expressed gratitude
for the warm reception and
conveyed her admiration for
the unwavering spirit of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.
She vowed to inspire more ce-
lebrities and artists to visit the
Union Territory and experience
its breathtaking beauty, vibrant
culture and hospitality.

Her visit marks not just a
symbolic gesture, but a pow-
erful message of collective
strength and a renewed call to
embrace Jammu and Kashmir
as a vibrant and safe tourism
destination.

DC

Ganderbal Calls For Strengthened

Anti-Narcotics Measures

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: To assess and re-
inforce the district’s anti-nar-
cotics efforts, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore
today chaired the monthly
meeting of the District-Level
Narco Coordination Centre
(NCORD) at the V.C. Room of
Mini Secretariat Ganderbal.

During the meeting, the DC
reviewed the Action Taken Re-
port on directives issued in the
previous NCORD meeting. Em-
phasizing the need for a more
aggressive and collaborative
approach, he called for en-
hanced strategies focusing on
prevention, surveillance, and
community engagement.

Key directives were issued to
various departments, including
the enforcement of computer-
ized billing systems in medi-
cal establishments, installation
of CCTV cameras, strict action
against drug peddlers, and the
intensification of awareness
campaigns to curb drug abuse.

The DC also reviewed the

awareness  initiatives  con-
ducted under the Nasha Mukt
Jammu and Kashmir campaign.
He instructed the concerned
departments to expand their
outreach by organizing aware-
ness drives, sports events, and
creative programs, particularly
targeting vulnerable sections of
society.

While addressing the of-
ficers, the DC stressed that
all decisions made during
the meeting must be imple-
mented in letter and spirit.
He urged for seamless inter-
departmental coordination to
achieve the shared goal of a
drug-free Ganderbal.

The meeting was attended by
the Chief Planning Officer, Chief
Education Officer, Chief Agri-
culture Officer, Chief Medical
Officer, District Social Welfare
Officer, District Officer Youth
Services and Sorts, Tehsildars,
Block Development Officers,
and representatives from the
Police, Excise Department, In-
telligence Bureau, and other
concerned departments.

INDIAN RAILWAYS

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
Notice is hereby given to all users of Railway lines and premises situated
on the completed section of the under noted section of the Northern
Railway that the 25 kV, 50 Hz, AC overhead traction wires will be
energized on or after the date specified against the section. On and from
the same date the overhead traction line shall be treated as live at all time
and no unauthorized person shall approach or work in the proximity of the
said overhead line.
Lo . il D f
Division Section FromKI ometer To Eneragties:tion
Energization |i) Washing i) Washing
of OHE on 25(line no.01: line no.01:
KV AC single | OHE Location | OHE Location
phase 50 Hz |FZR/4001, FZR/1016,
supply over |chainage Km | chainage Km
Electrification | 122/493.50 122/1074.00
of Washing | ii) Washing | ii) Washing
Line No. 1, 2 |line no.02 line no.02
Firozpur| ¢ 3 at OHE Location | OHE Location | 20052025
Firozpur FZR/4002, FZR/1018,
station/yard | chainage Km | chainage Km
of Firozpur 122/493.50 122/1074.00
Division iii) Washing | iii) Washing
Northern line no.03: line no.03:
Railway. OHE Location | OHE Location
FZR/4003, FZR/1015,
chainage Km | chainage Km
122/493.50 122/1069.50
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/ TRD,
1583/2025 Northern Railway, DRM office, Firozpur, Punjab
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Kota Toll

he suicide of an 18-year-old NEET aspirant

from Jammu and Kashmir in Kota has shak-

en people in Kashmir. A girl under immense

pressure to crack the tough competitive ex-
aminations couldn’t take it any longer and ended
her life. It is not an isolated tragedy but a grim re-
minder about what lakhs of students go through
when forced into career paths that go against their
interests or aptitude. This is the 15th student sui-
cide reported from Kota in 2025 and the second this
month alone. The latest victim, Zeeshan, had pre-
viously lived in Kota for coaching but returned a
month ago to prepare independently. She reportedly
told a relative she was considering suicide shortly
before ending her life.

According to a study, student suicides in India
are rising at an alarming rate, 4% annually, double
the overall suicide trend. The numbers have jumped
from 6,654 in 2011 to over 13,000 in 2021. These are
the lives and families being wrecked. And we need
to talk about this. More so in places like Kashmir,
where open conversations around mental health are
still rare, and the silence can be deadly.

This is why our schools, coaching centres, and
even families must make mental well-being a prior-
ity. Counselling shouldn't be a last resort, it should
be available from the start. More importantly, chil-
dren must know that their worth is not tied to arank
card or an exam result. They are not failures for
choosing a different path.

For years now, the message to India's youth has
been loud and clear: crack NEET, JEE, or UPSC, or
risk being called a disappointment. Family What-
sApp groups buzz with success stories of children
becoming doctors and engineers. Relatives casually
ask 15-year-olds whether they want to pursue medi-
cine or engineering. They do this out of a deeply in-
grained belief that only two or three professions are
worth pursuing. Even when a child resists, parents
often double down, confusing pressure with love
and control with concern.

The death should thus be a wake-up call. We need
to acknowledge that the real failure lies with us: par-
ents, educators, policymakers, and society at large.
We have built an education culture that rewards
conformity, punishes creativity, and leaves no room
for emotional well-being. Rising student suicides
call for fundamental overhaul of the existing social
approach to education.

Linquistic Resilience

In Kashmir and beyond, young people aren't abandoning identity,
they're reinventing it. To mourn this evolution and call it erosion, is to
misunderstand how culture really survives.

Zahid Mushtaq

ou don’t need to walk through a uni-

versity gate or open a dusty grammar

book to see where language really lives.

It’s there in the chatter of school kids
switching between Kashmiri and Hindi mid-
sentence, in the Urdu phrases tucked between
English status updates, in the auntie at the mar-
ket giving directions with a mix of all three. In
Kashmir, like in much of the world, language
doesn’t stay still. It flows, adapts, and reinvents
itself, often faster than we can measure.

And yet, each time a young person hesi-
tates in their mother tongue, someone sounds
the alarm. “We’'re losing our culture,” they say.
“They don’t speak like we did.” But language
doesn’t disappear just because it sounds dif-
ferent. It changes because people change. Cul-
tures do too.

Take any young student in Srinagar. She
might write her college essays in English, crack
jokes with classmates in Urdu, and talk to her
grandmother in Kashmiri. This isn’t a crisis.
It’s fluency in a modern, layered identity. It
shows adaptability, not loss.

But there’s a deep nostalgia that clings
to ideas of linguistic purity, as if only an un-
touched version of a language is real, and every-
thing else is a fall from grace. It’s a comforting
story, especially for those who no longer need to
hustle for a job or impress a visa officer. But for
most Kashmiris, especially the young, switch-
ing tongues is not about fashion. It’s strategy.

When a mother encourages her child to mas-
ter English or Urdu, she’s not denying her roots.
She’s reading the world and making hard choic-
es. She knows these languages open doors—to
education, to work, to safety. That doesn’t mean
Kashmiri is dead. It just means her child is
walking more than one path.

Kashmiri culture itself never grew in a vac-
uum. The language carries centuries of borrow-
ings: Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit, Turkic. The Wa-
zwan that so many cherish came with cooking
influences from Central Asia. The pheran has
traveled through history in forms borrowed and
remade. If we insist on pure origins, we’ll lose
the thread of what made Kashmiri culture rich
in the first place.

Still, the loudest calls to “preserve” culture
often come from those who can afford to ro-
manticize the past. They sit comfortably with

o0

Some of the most
vibrant cultural work
in Kashmir right now
is happening online.
Young creators are
mixing languages,
genres, aesthetics.
They are not confused.
They are multilingual,
multidimensional,
and unapologetically
hybrid. They know
how to speak to their
peers, and to the
world, without losing
themselves in the
process.

their degrees and jobs, while urging others to
stay rooted. But for many Kashmiris on the
margins—by caste, class, gender, or geogra-
phy—language blending offers a way forward.
It helps them navigate a world that doesn’t wait
for those who cling too tightly to only one script.

A Kashmiri student studying computer
science in Delhi, fluent in English but rooted
in home traditions, is not an outsider. She’s
building a bridge. Her life is not a dilution of
culture but an expansion of it. She doesn’t want
to choose between being local and global. She
wants both, and she’s finding ways to live both.

And that’s the thing we keep missing. Cul-

ture isn’t something we keep under glass. It
doesn’t survive because we protect it from
change. It survives because we keep using it,
shaping it, stretching it. Every time someone
shares a meme in mixed language, every time
a bilingual video goes viral, that’s not erasure.
That’s creativity.

Some of the most vibrant cultural work in
Kashmir right now is happening online. Young
creators are mixing languages, genres, aesthet-
ics. They are not confused. They are multilin-
gual, multidimensional, and unapologetically
hybrid. They know how to speak to their peers,
and to the world, without losing themselves in
the process.

Still, the loss narrative clings tightly. It
paints these young people as victims of a sweep-
ing, homogenizing tide. It sees them as swept
up, not steering. But talk to them and you’ll find
something else: agency. These are not passive
adopters of global culture. They are active par-
ticipants, picking and choosing, combining and
resisting, all on their own terms.

They’re not trying to erase the past. They're
trying to make it speak in a present that’s more
connected and more complicated. They’re bring-
ing Kashmiri identity into conversation with
the world—not to replace it, but to enrich it.

We might be better off shifting our question.
Instead of asking what’s being lost, let’s ask
what’s being created. Because something is. A
teenager who listens to classical Kashmiri mu-
sic while watching English dramas is building a
new kind of cultural fluency. A college graduate
fluent in four languages is living a culture that
has never been more flexible, or more alive.

This is not cultural decline. This is cultural
improvisation. It’s not the end of Kashmiri iden-
tity, it’s another chapter in its long and storied
evolution.

The truth is, culture has always been this
way. It adapts. It absorbs. It survives by moving,
not by standing still.

So maybe the real danger lies not in lan-
guage change, but in the idea that it must be
stopped. Maybe the most Kashmiri thing we can
do is stay open, curious, and unafraid of change.
Because the young people shaping Kashmir to-
day aren’t losing their identity. They’re rein-
venting it, for a world where identity is no lon-
ger a single story, but many.

Zahid Mushtaq is a doctoral fellow at
Aligarh Muslim University.

t’s mid-May in Kashmir, and
Srinagar is already sizzling
past 33°C. That’s not normal.
This time of year used to be
pleasant. Fans weren’t even needed.
But lately, it feels like summer has
crashed in too early and too hard.
It’s not just a bad week. It’s part of
something bigger: a climate that’s

Too Hot to Learn

A brutal heatwave closes schools across
the Valley. But if this Is our climate plan,

student clubs that lead the way.

as normal, or worse, as an escape.

weather works, why it’s changing,
and what they can do. Let’s do drills
for emergencies. Let’s plant trees,
set up rainwater harvesters, create

Because if we just keep giving va-
cations every time nature knocks, we
risk raising kids who see disruption

FINANCIAL FIX

Boom in the Mountains

Kashmir’s real estate revival is
happening far from its city streets.

Irshad Mushtaq

ou can tell a lot about a place by what people are build-

ing. In Kashmir, that story is changing fast. The residen-

tial colonies of Hyderpora and Lal Bazar, once the go-to

for steady real estate growth, aren’t moving much these
days. Prices have stayed flat for a couple of years. But if you head
toward the hills—Gulmarg, Pahalgam, Sonmarg—you’ll find a
different story. Properties there have doubled, even tripled, in
value since the pandemic.

It’s not just because of beauty. It’s business. Tourism has
bounced back hard after COVID. And land in these destinations is
being snapped up quickly, not by homeowners, but by hoteliers,
guesthouse builders and anyone betting on Kashmir’s travel re-
vival. The contrast is sharp. In residential colonies, buyers seem
to be waiting. In tourist spots, they’re racing.

Other hill stations, like Lonavala near Mumbai, have long
been favorites for investors. But Kashmir, despite its unpredict-
able politics, is seeing faster jumps in prices. It’s caught up, and
in some ways, pulled ahead.

But even good markets aren’t bulletproof. A recent incident in
Pahalgam brought things to a brief pause. These shocks, political
or otherwise, are reminders. Real estate in Kashmir, while prom-
ising, is not without its risks.

That’s why many investors are no longer putting all their eggs
in one basket. They're branching out, into stocks, gold, silver, and
even international funds. Financial advisors in the Valley are get-
ting more calls than ever. People are asking smarter questions.
They’re not just buying land. They’re building portfolios.

The ground is shifting, literally and financially. In Kashmir,
real estate is no longer just about where you live. It’s about where
people want to go, and how you plan for what comes next.

Writer is a Srinagar-based reputed financial advisor.

shifting faster than we’re ready for.

To cope with the heat, the ad-
ministration has changed school
timings. Some parents want early
summer holidays. The government
has issued guidelines. But here’s the
thing — how long can this go on? If
the heat doesn’t let up, what hap-
pens in June? Or July? Do we just
keep the schools shut?

This isn’t the first time weather
has disrupted the academic calen-
dar. Earlier this year, a long stretch
of snowfall pushed winter vacations
deeper into February. Before that,
schools closed during civil unrest.
Sometimes it’s cross-border ten-
sions. Every year, there’s some-
thing. Add all these up, and the
learning year starts looking like a
patchwork of stop-start routines.

The result? Students miss valu-
able teaching days. Teachers scram-
ble to complete lessons. Everyone’s
left feeling behind.

We’re stuck in a loop of reacting.

we're failing our children.

Peerzada Aarif

Snowstorm? Close schools. Heat-
wave? Close schools. But what if we
stopped just reacting and started
planning?

Let’s be honest. Most government
school buildings in Kashmir aren’t
built to handle extreme weather
— whether hot or cold. Many class-
rooms don’t have proper insulation.
Some lack fans. In some schools, even
clean drinking water is hard to find.
In winter, kids sit next to smoldering
kangris. In summer, they sweat in
crowded, airless rooms.

Is it any wonder schools keep
shutting down?

This isn’t just about comfort. It’s
about learning. How can students
concentrate when they’re freezing
or overheating? How can teachers

teach when they’re constantly brac-
ing for the next disruption?

If we want a better answer than
just “let’s stay home,” we need to
build schools that can stay open
safely through most weather events.

That means better insulation.
That means ventilation that works.
That means installing fans, water
coolers, maybe even solar panels.
Shade outside. Green spaces to cool
the area naturally. Not luxuries —
essentials.

And beyond buildings, there’s
something else we need to change:
what we teach.

Climate change isn’t a future
threat anymore. It’s here. So let’s
talk about it — in classrooms, with
kids, early on. Let’s teach them how

What we need is resilience. Not

just the kind that helps a building stand
through heat and snow. But the kind
that helps a child face a crisis, stay calm,
think clearly, and act wisely.

Kashmir is changing. Summers

are no longer what they used to be.
Winters might get harsher, or short-
er. We don’t know exactly what’s
coming. But we do know this: the
world our children are growing into
is going to be more unpredictable
than the one we knew.

So let’s build schools, and a sys-

tem, that doesn’t fall apart every
time the weather changes.

Let’s make our classrooms the

strongest places in our communi-
ties, not the first ones to shut down.

Peerzada Aarif is a teacher and
freelance writer from Baramulla.
He can be reached at
aarifpeerzadal@gmail.com.
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Kashmir’s Al Boom Came Without a Rulebook

ashmiris are used to things
changing slowly. But some
shifts don’t wait for head-
lines. Artificial intelligence
is one of them. It’s already here, and
silently working behind the scenes,
altering how we learn, work, heal,
and live. Most people don’t talk about
Al But they’re feeling its effects.
Take education. Students in
Kupwara can now use an app to
study for exams with lessons that
adjust to their pace. AI doesn’t
get tired or demand tuition fees. It
just works. In hospitals across the
Valley, doctors are using Al tools
to read X-rays and spot problems

earlier than ever before. These are
small victories, but they matter, es-
pecially in places where resources
are thin.

Farmers are also tuning in. In
Pulwama and Budgam, some now
rely on apps that predict rainfall
and suggest the best time to sow
seeds. That kind of help, tailored
and on time, can protect crops and
incomes. Even shopkeepers are
turning to tools like Google Lens
to read labels in unfamiliar lan-
guages. These everyday uses of Al
make life easier in places where
help isn’t always at hand.

But there’s another side. Surveil-

lance cameras in markets now use
facial recognition. Officials call it
smart security. But when cameras
track your face and movements, it
starts to feel like being watched all
the time. In a region like ours, where
trust is already fragile, that changes
how people behave, what they say
and where they go.

Jobs are shifting too. Banks use Al
to filter loan requests. Offices automate
customer service. That means fewer
humans in roles many depended on. If
Al keeps expanding without retraining
workers, unemployment could rise —
silently, like the tech itself.

And here’s the deeper problem:

MAILYOUR LETTERS

P.0.Box #337,GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editpage.ko@gmail.com

We'’re not building AI in Kashmir.
We’re only consuming it. That means
we don’t decide how it works or who
it helps. If an algorithm trained else-
where misreads a Kashmiri name or
face, who takes the blame?

We need more than new gadgets. We
need conversations. Local developers,
teachers, lawmakers — they all have a
role in shaping how Al fits into our lives.
Because it’s not just a question of prog-
ress. It’s a question of power.

Sincerely,
Jasim Tariq
Handwara
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Kashmir's Sikkim Dream

Despite clean produce, willing farmers, and a 3500 crore fund, Kashmir’s
organic push lacks one vital ingredient: political will.

Fiza Masoodi

of Gurez when I stepped onto a potato

field, soft with dew and dark with life.
A farmer knelt beside me, his fingers mov-
ing through the soil like someone reading an
old, familiar story. He didn’t say much, but his
silence carried the same confidence I'd once
heard in the voice of Nazir Ahmad Gurezi, a
senior lawmaker who stood here in 2017 and
declared that Gurez could be Kashmir's or-
ganic capital.

“This place has everything it needs,” Nazir
had said then. And he wasn’t wrong.

There’s something unspoiled about Gurez.
The land is high, the air is sharp, and the soil—
untouched by years of chemicals—is ready.
Nazir's dream was to grow clean food here:
peas, potatoes, and promise.

And now, across Kashmir, from Pulwama’s
modest plots to the apple-heavy orchards of
Baramulla, that dream is beginning to stir.

But dreaming is easy. Building takes more.
And that is where, the far northeast Sikkim is
showing the way.

In 2003, Pawan Kumar Chamling, then
chief minister, did something few politicians
ever dare. He banned chemical pesticides.
Slowly, methodically, Sikkim walked toward

The sun was still climbing over the ridges

purity. Officers trained farmers. Compost pits
multiplied. Fields were watched, nurtured,
kept clean. By 2015, all of Sikkim’s 66,000
farming families were organic.

“We didn't just grow food,” said Prem Das
Rai, a former Sikkim MP. “We built a way of life.”

The land responded. Soil grew softer.
Streams ran clearer. Bees returned, and car-
damom yields rose. Sikkim’s farmers earned
more, because clean food fetches clean mon-
ey. Tourists came in droves, chasing moun-
tain air and pesticide-free meals. Schools
taught children how to farm without poi-
son. The world noticed. In 2018, the UN gave
Sikkim its highest prize for environmental
policy.

That's the story Kashmir wants to tell.

Kashmir’s agriculture is no small affair.
It feeds most of its people and brings in
billions. Apples, saffron, vegetables—they
grow as easily here as wildflowers after
snowmelt. Already, fifty thousand hectares
are organic. More than twenty thousand
are certified. In Bangund village, Pulwama,
farmers like Bashir Ahmed stopped using
chemicals back in 2017. Last summer, [ saw
him stack red, firm tomatoes into crates
bound for Delhi.

“We're making good money now,” he told
me, wiping sweat from his temple. Bangund

became Kashmir’s first organic village in
2018. Just seventy-two families. Four hundred
kanals of land. But it's something.

Then there’s Gurez. Tucked between moun-
tains and memories, it's perfect for growing
food that doesn’t need much help—off-season
peas, potatoes with bite, barley with history.
“Gurez could be our Sikkim,” says Dr. Waseem
Ahmad of SKUAST, Kashmir’s agricultural uni-
versity. A 2013 industry report even predicted
that organic farming could bring Kashmir
%11,600 crore and create eight million jobs
by 2025. That kind of change isn't abstract,
it's the difference between ¥7,800 a year and
%19,500 in a farmer’s pocket.

But the road ahead is slippery.

Kashmiri apples are also drowning in pes-
ticides. Chemicals coat the trees each March.
The same rain that makes the orchards bloom
washes those toxins into the ground and the
rivers. In 2010, doctors at SKIMS hospital
found that nearly all of 432 brain cancer cases
in orchard workers were linked to pesticides.
“Our apples are our pride,” says activist Dr.
Raja Muzaffar Bhat. “But they’re poisoning us.”

The National Green Tribunal fined the gov-
ernment %39 crore in 2021 for pesticide pol-
lution in Doodh Ganga. A 3149 crore cleanup
followed. But the water still runs brown dur-
ing the rains. [ saw it myself in Baramulla—a

stream that once reflected the sky now re-
flected nothing at all.

Even farmers who want to go clean hit snags.
Insha Rasool tried organic farming in 2019
but couldn'’t find decent seeds. Showkat Hus-
sain, who runs training schools in Bandipora,
says farmers crave change, but lack the tools.
“They need help,” he told me. Bashir, back in
Bangund, just wants a truck to move his har-
vest. The government has a ¥500 crore fund set
aside for natural farming this year. Much of it
lies untouched. Political parties, for their part,
rarely mention organic farming at all.

“Sikkim had a plan,” says Dr. Waseem.
“We're scattered.”

But Sikkim stumbled too. Early on, its farm-
ers panicked over smaller harvests. The gov-
ernment stepped in with seed kits, subsidies,
storage, and roads. They didn’t just ask farm-
ers to change, they helped them do it.

Kashmir’s steps are slower. There’s an or-
ganic market in Srinagar now. That helps. Over
3,400 farmers have been trained. That helps
too. But what about trucks? Cold storage?
Real-time help when pests come? Markets in
every district? That's what Bashir wants.

And then, there’s Gurez. Declaring it an or-
ganic valley, like Sikkim did, could light a fuse.
Eco-tourism could follow. Training centers
could bloom. And farmers, seeing success in

their neighbors, might finally believe.

The world wants what Kashmir can grow.
In 2022, the global organic food market hit

10.7 lakh crore. Kashmir's saffron, apples,
herbs—they belong on those shelves. That
same 2013 report estimates that going organ-
ic could triple farmer incomes.

Sikkim did it with just seventy-five thou-
sand hectares. Kashmir has more. Sikkim had
fewer people. Fewer resources. Less attention.
Still, it worked.

“If they could,” Dr. Waseem says, “we can.”

But it won't happen by itself. Kashmir
needs leaders who dream with budgets. It
needs roads, trucks, seeds, and stories. It
needs teachers in the fields, not just in offices.
And above all, it needs belief—real, planted-
in-the-soil belief.

In Bangund, Bashir pointed to his tomatoes.
His shirt was damp. His smile was shy. “This is
just the beginning,” he said.

Maybe it is.

Kashmir has the land. It has the water. It
has the farmers. What it needs now is the will.
Sikkim showed the world how it’s done. The
question is no longer if Kashmir can do it.

It's whether it will.

Writer is an undergraduate student from
Srinagar.

What Eid al Azha
Teaches Us in Kashmir

A schoolgirl captures how sacrifice, sharing, and small
acts of kindness shape Eid, and everyday life, in the Valley.

One Last Look at Madinah

A personal account of one Kashmiri man's final
moments in Madinah, where every tear carried a
prayer and every step whispered a name.

Misbah Parvaiz

before the prayer. You see it in the

crowded markets, where people
bargain over animals and children
pull their parents toward sweet
shops. Tailors work late into the
night. Bakeries smell like cardamom
and fresh bread. Everyone’s prepar-
ing for something bigger than a cel-
ebration.

This festival is built around a story
most of us know: Prophet Ibrahim
was ready to sacrifice his son, Ismail,
to obey God. At the last moment, a
ram was offered in his place. That
story isn't just religious—it's deeply
human. It's about giving up some-
thing you love for something greater.
And in Kashmir, where life itself of-
ten asks for sacrifice, it feels espe-
cially close.

Eid morning starts early. Men
gather in open fields or at mosques,
shoulder to shoulder. The prayer is
short, but powerful. There’s peace in
those few minutes, a sense of unity
that's hard to describe, but easy to
feel.

Then comes the sacrifice. Skilled

In Kashmir, Eid al Azha begins long

butchers move from house to house.
The process is quick but respectful.
The meat is divided into three parts:
one for your family, one for friends
and relatives, and one for those in
need. That last portion matters most.
You'll see kids carrying parcels to
neighbors, or families making sure
no one nearby is forgotten.

For many, this is the busiest time
of the year. Farmers and herders earn
more during Eid season than at any
other time. Transporters move

brings people together, always.
Kitchens fill with the smells of Rista,
and fried delicacies. Guests drop in.
No one ever leaves without eating
something. The meals are rich, but
the conversations are simple—about
school, crops, weather, and life.

But what stands out most is the
giving. People here make sure ev-
eryone is included. If a neighbor
can't afford an animal, others help. If
someone’s alone, they get a knock on

_ their door. Even a short visit means

livestock across districts. Shop- . %, something.
keepers stock up. Bakers make %=~  In Kashmir, Eid al Azha isn't
double batches. (=4 \:? J/ about show. It's about sacrifice
Everyone’s ; 4o L2 that feels real, not just symbolic.
work- ‘““‘3:3 J / ~™,_ It teaches us to let go of pride,
ing, but J‘,--"@%_; i & . to think of others, and to find
there's "S- = ™, { \ meaning in small, silent acts.
joy init. W= i And maybe, that's what
) Food & Ti() Lt keeps this place going—the
£l e, J.“':“ jf / i belief that kindness matters,

" that sharing is strength, and

b that faith lives not just in rit-
k7 = ' uals, but in the way we treat
[ each other.

Misbah Parvaiz is a 9th-
grade student at SDPS
Palhallan, Kashmir.

Farooq Hussain Dar
didn’t want to leave.
The air in Madinah that
morning felt different, al-

most heavier, as if it too sensed
my goodbye. [ had spent days in
the city of the Prophet [PBUH],
days soaked in peace and still-
ness, days I wanted to stretch
into forever. But my time had
come. The road to Makkah
awaited. My suitcase was ready,
my passport tucked away. Yet
my heart—my heart wasn't go-
ing anywhere.

I walked slowly toward Mas-
jid an-Nabawi, toward the Green
Dome I had looked at a hundred
times, maybe more. Each step felt
harder than the last. How do you
leave a place where your soul fi-
nally felt at rest?

When I reached the Raudah—
the Prophet's resting place—
[ stood still for a moment. I
didn’t rush. I didn’t speak. I just
breathed. And then, quietly, I
whispered the words every visi-
tor says:

As-salamu ‘alayka ya Rasul

Allah. As-salamu ‘alayka ya Nabiy
Allah.

[ tried to hold back tears, but I
couldn’t. They came on their own.

There are things in life we feel
more than we understand. That’s
how it was standing there, in
front of the man who changed
the world, and changed my heart.
[ offered my salaam not just for
me, but for so many others. I had
promised I'd carry their names,
their love, their prayers. I said
them silently, one by one. Some I
barely whispered. Others caught
in my throat. Dr. Eqbal. Bilal.
Nissar. Altaf. Ishfaq. Tariq. There
were more—too many to count.
But I carried each one like a gift,
and I handed them over in that
sacred space.

Later, I stood before the stones
of Jannat al-Baqi. There are no
nameplates there, no tower-
ing monuments. Just simple
graves under the open sky. But
you feel it—the weight of what
rests there. Hazrat Usman. Haz-
rat Hasan. The Prophet’s family,
his friends, his companions. The
ones who stood beside him in life

and stayed close in death.

The silence was deep, not
empty. It held stories. I didn’t say
much. I just stood with my head
low, eyes wet, heart full. It felt
like T was walking through the
very roots of our faith.

Even with the sun blazing—42
degrees and climbing—there
was a strange coolness in the
soul. How do you explain that?
The streets didn’t burn, they
calmed. The heat didn’t drain, it
wrapped you gently. It felt like
Madinah breathed its own kind
of mercy. Like the breeze had a
memory.

And when it was finally time
to leave, I kept turning back. One
more glance. One more look at
the Green Dome. I didn’'t want to
blink. I didn’t want to forget how
it felt to be here.

Now I'm in Makkah. But I keep
thinking of Madinah. Of that
walk, those names, that stillness.
A part of me is still there, and
maybe always will be.

The author is currently on the
annual Hajj pilgrimage.

The Last Kite of Babawayil

In a Kashmiri village that once defied dowries and danced with birdsong, one man returns
in memory to a time when love was simple, homes were loud, and the world felt whole.

Peer Mohammad Amir Qureshi

the next village, nothing dramatic. I pushed

open the gate to come back, and there it
was: noise, laughter, that unmistakable joy
that hangs in the air when children land at
their maternal home.

The courtyard was alive. Cricket balls flew,
scooters zipped, kids yelled over each other,
stirring up clouds of dust. Watching them,
something shifted in me. I didn’t plan on re-
membering anything that day, but suddenly,
I was gone—back to my own childhood, to my
own nanihaal.

[ used to ache to go there. My brothers and
[ all did. We'd wait for our turn like it was a
sacred gift. “One at a time,” our parents would
say. “Each of you will get your turn.” And
when mine finally came, the joy was electric.

It wasn't just about grandparents, though of
course, they were everything. It was about the
orchard too. Those grapes hidden like secrets be-
neath green leaves, and cherries, red and warm,
dangling like jewels. It was about the smells
and stories, the shade of old trees and the feel
of mud floors under bare feet. Our house there
wasn't fancy. It was made of mud and wood, but
the love inside it was sturdy, like stone.

There was a stream once, right at the en-

I had only gone to fetch milk. A short walk to

trance. It sparkled, clear and constant, fed
by Branan Tal, a sacred spring the villagers
revered. Now, that stream is dry—a silent
wound across the land.

The village itself, Babawayil, sits silently in
Ganderbal. From afar, it looks like any other:
green hills, thick orchards, clusters of modest
homes. But it holds a distinction most don't. It
is dowry-free.

In a region where marriages often carry
the weight of cash and gifts, Babawayil chose
another path. Here, people marry without ex-
changing dowries. They believe love shouldn’t
come with a price tag. I didn't understand the
weight of that as a child, but now, looking back,
[ see what a radical thing it was, and still is.

The gate to our home was wooden, with
a sheet of tin that rattled softly in the wind.
Goats bleated near the cowshed, a calf
pressed against its mother. Towering walnut
trees lined the path to the verandah. That
space—open, airy, grounded in earth and
sky—was where mornings started with tea
and evenings closed with spellbound stories.
One walnut tree stood grander than the rest. It
leaned toward the ground, almost like it was
bowing. Its nuts were smooth, golden inside.
That tree knew every secret I had.

From the kitchen window, I'd watch the
birds come. They feasted on our grapes—night-

ingales, sparrows, tiny, darting guests. It was a
melody I never got tired of. Now, the branches
are still. The birds are gone. People say it’s be-
cause of phone towers, climate shifts, shrink-
ing green space. Maybe it’s all of that. All I
know is, silence has replaced their song.

My grandfather, whom we called Baba,
was the village imam. But more than that, he
was a kind, deeply principled man. My grand-
mother used to grumble when the birds got to
the fruit. Baba would just smile and say, “Let
them be. They eat off their right too.” That one
sentence taught me more about compassion
than any sermon.

He had this small tradition with us. He'd bring
coconut biscuits wrapped in dark brown paper.
Maybe they cost two rupees back then. They
weren't special, but to us, they were gold. Even
now, I can taste them when I close my eyes.

My grandmother had her own ways of
showing love. She kept a sandook—a big
wooden chest. It smelled of old wood and
time. She'd pull out chocolates or peanuts
from it like magic tricks. That chest was a
treasure, not for what was in it, but for how
it made us feel.

And then there were the kites. Oh, the kites.
I once begged my grandmother for one, and
she walked me to her friend Hafeez Aapa’s
house. Her son handed me a kite, bright and

feather-light. I carried it home like it was
made of glass. When I flew it, the whole sky
opened up. In those moments, I didn’t care
for food or sleep. I was a boy with a thread in
hand and the wind on my side.

The village shop, Amm Soab’s place, was
another world. No shelves, no plastic. Just tin
boxes with glass fronts, filled with biscuits. It
smelled sweet, familiar. The shopkeeper would
tease, “Ye Serchuk kar che aamut yoar?"—
“When did this one from Serch arrive?” My
cousin Rukhsana Didi would laugh. She always
walked with me. Our grandmother had told
her, “Stay with him. Don’t let him wander—
there are dogs.” And she listened. Always.

[ went back and forth to that shop all day,
spent every spare coin | had. My grandmother
scolded me for it every time: “Why do you
keep running to the shop again and again?”
But I couldn’t help it. That shop was happi-
ness, packed in tin.

All three of my maternal uncles lived in that
house then. They'd argue over who got to host
me for dinner. “I brought meat,” one would say.
“No, he’s eating with us,” another would insist.
They didn’t just live under one roof—they lived
with one heart. There was no bitterness, no
jealousy. Just love, loud and generous.

They'd take me to the garden they called
Daejj. Baba would be there, cutting grass,

working the soil. He grew cherries, almonds.
He had a tree for each daughter. “Pick from
her tree,” he’d say. “Those are hers.” Even the
land knew where it belonged.

In the evenings, my aunt would take me
to fetch water. There was always a shortage,
and everyone would line up at the spring. Her
friends would smother me in kisses, which |
hated. I'd wipe their saliva off with my sleeve,
right in front of them. [ wasn’t shy.

When we walked back, people would stop us.
“Isn’t this Maej's son?” I'd giggle at how they said
‘Moaj’ as ‘Maej. I'd repeat it just to tease them.

After sunset, my grandmother wouldn't let
me outside. “There are soldiers out.” Inside,
the kitchen would fill with voices. My un-
cles, my grandparents, they'd sit and talk. No
phones. Just stories, plans, debates, and jokes.
I thought those evenings would never end.

But they did.

The kite is gone. The shop is quiet. The
stream has dried. The walnut trees stand over
a house that now holds more silence than
sound. My uncles live behind different doors
now. We all do. Not just in new homes, but
in the way we live—separate, silent, guarded.

Sometimes, late at night, [ wonder: did we
grow up, or did we just grow apart?

Author is a Feature Writer from Ganderbal
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Too Much Sitting Increases Risk Of Future Health Problems In Chest Pain Patients - New Research

The Conversation

or patients hospitalized with chest

pain, the amount of time they spend

sedentary afterward is linked to a

greater risk for more heart prob-
lems and death within a year. That’s the
key finding of a new peer-reviewed study
my colleagues and I published in the jour-
nal Circulation: Cardiovascular Quality
and Outcomes.

We asked 609 emergency room patients
experiencing chest pain — average age of 62
— to wear a physical activity monitor for 30
days after leaving the hospital. The moni-
tor measured movements, sitting time and
sleep throughout the day. We then followed
patients for one year to track whether they
had additional heart problems or died.

We found that patients who averaged
more than 15 hours of sedentary behavior
daily — which does not include sleep —

were more than twice as likely to experi-
ence more heart problems or die in the year
after discharge than patients who accrued a
daily average of 12 hours of sedentary time.

But our goal wasn’t just to document
that sitting is harmful. It was also to figure
out what patients should do instead to low-
er their risk.

We found that replacing 30 minutes of
sedentary time with moderate or vigorous
movement, like brisk walking or running,
was most beneficial. It was associated with
a 62% lower risk of experiencing more
heart problems or dying in the year after
discharge. But we also found that replacing
30 minutes of sedentary time with just light
movement, such as slow walking or house-
work, lowered the risk of heart problems
and death by 50%.

Sleep was also a healthier option. Re-
placing 30 minutes of sedentary time with
sleep lowered the risk of heart problems
and death by 14%.

Why it matters

Over 8 million people in the U.S. are
admitted to the hospital with chest pain
suggestive of acute coronary syndrome. an-
nually. This covers a range of conditions
involving reduced blood flow to the heart,
including angina and heart attack.

Patients with acute coronary syn-
drome remain at high risk of having an-
other heart problem even with optimal
medical treatment.

The risk also remains high for patients
with chest pain who are discharged without
a diagnosis of acute coronary syndrome,
as their unexplained chest pain may be a
precursor to more serious heart problems.
Given this risk, there is a need to identify
risk factors that can be modified to improve
a patient’s prognosis after hospitalization
for chest pain.

In previous research, we found that pa-
tients with acute coronary syndrome had a
fear of exercise and were sedentary, spend-

ing over 13 hours a day sitting.

Given that sedentary behavior has
been linked to poor heart health in the gen-
eral population, we were concerned that pa-
tients were unknowingly increasing their
risk of having another heart problem.

Our latest findings confirm that seden-
tary time is a harmful behavior for these
patients. But beyond telling patients to
stop sitting so much, our work provides im-
portant guidance: Any movement, regard-
less of how intense, can be beneficial after
hospitalization. This is especially relevant
for people recovering from heart problems
who may find exercise difficult or scary.

While exercise provides the best “bang
for your buck” in terms of health benefits,
our findings are good news for patients
who may not have the time, ability or de-
sire to exercise. And for those unable to fit
in more movement, just getting an extra
half hour of sleep is a small, doable step
that can make a meaningful difference for
your health after hospitalization.

What stillisn’t known

Researchers don’t fully understand
why sedentary time is harmful. Muscles
help regulate blood sugar and lipid lev-
els. It is thought that when muscles aren’t
used, such as when patients sit for hours,
this can lead to harmful elevations in blood
sugar and lipids.

In turn, this can cause inflammation,
plaque buildup in the arteries and organ
damage. More research is needed to under-
stand the biological mechanisms so that we
can determine just how much movement is
needed in a day.

What’s next

While our study highlights the poten-
tial risks of sedentary behavior after being
hospitalized for chest pain, it was an obser-
vational study. Clinical trials are needed to
confirm that replacing sedentary time with
activity or sleep can improve prognosis.

Local Weather Conditions Can Impact
Prevalence Of Tuberculosis: Study

Press Trust Of India

esearchers who mapped tubercu-
losis cases in African countries
found that local weather condi-
tions and access to cities can in-
fluence prevalence of the bacterial disease.

The study's methodology of identifying
disease patterns could help fight tubercu-
losis in a more targeted manner around
the world -- particularly in regions where
resources are limited, they said.

Tuberculosis (TB) mostly affects the
lungs and can be deadly if untreated. The
disease -- symptoms of which include
persistent cough, chest pain and fever --
spreads through the air when an infected
person coughs or sneezes.

Focusing on 14 nations, including Ni-
geria and Mozambique, the team, includ-
ing researchers from Curtin University
and The Kids Research Institute Australia,
analysed prevalence of tuberculosis from
50 population-based surveys, involving
over 15 lakh people.

The researchers estimated how com-
mon the disease is at a local level, break-
ing each country down into grids, each
five square kilometres in area, to iden-
tify hotspots. "Here we estimate 1.28 million
TB cases across 14 countries, with marked
spatial variations," the authors wrote in the
study published in the journal Communica-
tions Medicine.

"Factors such as temperature, precipi-
tation, and access to cities are positively
associated with higher TB prevalence,
while higher altitude is linked to lower TB
prevalence," they wrote.

For example, rainfall tends to keep
one spends indoors, thereby increasing
person-to-person contact, crowding, and

affecting ventilation levels -- all of which
have been linked to spreading of tubercu-
losis, the researchers explained.

Lead researcher Alemneh Liyew, PhD
candidate from Curtin University's school
of population health, said the study un-
covered dramatic differences in disease

- ;—¢

burden between local regions within coun-
tries -- which could prove vital in reducing
the impact of tuberculosis.

"This study highlights how factors
such as higher temperatures, rainfall, alti-
tude and better access to cities can influ-
ence the prevalence of tuberculosis.

"With this data, health resources can
be better targeted towards the communi-
ties that need them most," Liyew said.

The study is also the first to provide lo-
cal-level tuberculosis maps across Africa,
the researcher said.

"Until now, we haven't been able to see
where within countries the disease is most
concentrated," Liyew said.

Author Kefyalew Alene, associate profes-
sor Curtin University, said the study's find-
ings could potentially help fight the disease
outside of Africa. "While some aspects of the
study are Africa-specific, using mapping to
identify patterns associated with tuberculo-
sis could help battle the disease in a more tar-
geted manner elsewhere," Alene said.

Heart Attack Or Panic Attack? Why Young Men
Calling Ambulances For Unmanaged Anxiety

The Conversation

nxiety affects one
in five Australian
men at some point in
their lives. But the
condition remains highly stig-
matised, misunderstood and
under-diagnosed.

Men are around half as
likely to be diagnosed with an
anxiety disorder compared to
women. Some feel pressure to
be fearless and hide their emo-
tions. Others simply don’t un-
derstand or have the language

tremors and headaches.

Jack Steele, a prominent
Australian personality and one
half of the Inspired Unemployed,
opened up about his anxiety dif-
ficulties on The Imperfects Pod-
cast last year saying:

"I didn’t know what anxiety
was. I thought I was the opposite
of anxiety.The way I explain it,
it’s like [...] your whole body
just shuts down. My throat
starts closing up and my whole
body just goes numb. [...] It feels
like you’re just so alone. You
feel like no-one can help you.
You genuinely think the world’s
ending - like there’s no out."

to describe anxiety symptoms.
This has serious conse-
quences. Our latest research
shows young men are turning
to ambulance services when
their symptoms become over-
whelming — some even think
they’re having a heart attack.
So why do so many men
wait until they need to call
emergency services, rather
than seek support earlier from
a GP or psychologist? And what
prompts them to call? We re-
viewed the paramedic notes of
694 men aged 15 to 25 years in
Victoria, Australia, to find out.
Young men haven’t seen
others asking for help
Boys are raised to value
courage, strength and self-as-
surance, and to suppress vul-
nerability.
When

parents encour-

age boys to “face their fears”,
rather than offering emotional
comfort and tenderness, anxi-
ety gets positioned in conflict
with masculinity. This leads to
a disjuncture between the sup-
port young men are met with
(and come to expect) from oth-
ers, and the support they may
want or need.

This also means boys grow
up believing their male role
models — dads, brothers, gran-
dads, coaches — don’t get anx-
ious, deterring boys and men
from seeking help. As a result,
anxiety goes undiagnosed and
opportunities for early inter-
vention are missed.

Recently, we have seen pos-
itive shifts challenging restric-
tive masculine stereotypes.
This has improved awareness
surrounding men’s depression

— opening up conversations,
normalising help-seeking and
leading to the development of
men’s mental health programs
and resources. However,
men’s anxiety remains in the
shadows. When anxiety is
talked about, it’s not with the
same weight or concern as de-
pression. This is despite men’s
anxiety having harmful health
impacts including turning to
alcohol and drugs to cope, and
increasing the risk of male sui-
cide.

What does anxiety look like?

When men are encouraged
to talk about anxiety, they
describe various challenges
including repetitive worries,
feeling out-of-control and in-
tense physical symptoms. This
includes a high heart rate,
shortness of breath, body pains,

These physical symptoms
are common in men but can
be frequently dismissed rather
than recognised as anxiety. Our
research has found that, when
left unaddressed, these symp-
toms typically worsen and arise
in more and more contexts.

Why do anxious men call
ambulances?

Our new study investigated
the consequences of men’s anxi-
ety going unaddressed.

First, we used data from the
National Ambulance Surveil-
lance System to identify and
describe the types of anxiety
young men experience. We then
looked at the characteristics
and contexts of young men’s
anxiety presentations to ambu-
lance services.
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Global Growth Strained, India
Resilient: WEF Economists

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Chief economists
from across the world are the
most optimistic about a strong
economic expansion in South
Asia, with India looking set
to be the primary engine of
growthin 2025 and 2026, a new
survey showed on Wednesday.

The chief economists, how-
ever, warned of the overall
global growth coming under
strain from trade policy shocks
and Al disruption, the World
Economic Forum (WEF) said in
its latest 'Chief Economists Out-
look' report.

A majority of surveyed econ-
omists saw the current US eco-
nomic policy as having a lasting
global impact, with 87 per cent
expecting it to delay strategic
business decisions and height-
en recession risks.

The global growth outlook
was divided, with weak pros-
pects in North America, resil-
ience in Asia-Pacific and cau-
tious optimism in Europe.

"The outlook for China re-
mains muted, and the chief
economists were divided over
whether it will reach its target
of 5 per cent GDP growth this
year.

"Optimism remains high-
est for South Asia, where 33

per cent expect strong or very
strong growth this year,” the
WEF said.

The survey of chief econo-
mists from across the world
in private and public sectors
found that the growth outlook
for South Asia has been robust
despite a challenging global
environment.

Among all regions, chief econ-
omists surveyed were most op-
timistic about South Asia's pros-
pects, with one-third expecting
strong or very strong growth for
the remainder of 2025.

However, the region's im-
mediate challenges intensified
in early May with the outbreak
of military exchanges between
India and Pakistan.

Across the region, chief econ-
omists expected moderate to
high inflation.

The report noted that India,
South Asia's largest economy,
looked set to be the primary
engine of growth, with GDP
expansion forecast by the IMF
at 6.2 per cent for 2025 and 6.3
per cent in 2026.

Although the rerouting of
Chinese exports is casting a
shadow over the region's eco-
nomic prospects, a recently
concluded trade deal between
India and the UK was another
source of optimism, it said.

Globally, public debt con-
cerns were seen mounting as
defence spending rises, with 86
per cent of chief economists ex-
pecting increased government
borrowing.

Artificial intelligence was
expected to drive growth, but
47 per cent anticipated net job
losses.

Industrial Output Growth Slips
To 2.7 % In April, Dragged By

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- India’s industrial
production growth slowed to
2.7 per cent in April 2025 due to
poor performance of manufac-
turing, mining and power sec-
tors, according to official data
released on Wednesday.

The factory output, mea-
sured in terms of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), rose
by 5.2 per cent in April 2024,
the data showed.

The National Statistics Office
(NSO) also revised upwards in-
dustrial production growth for
March to 3.9 per cent from the
earlier estimate of 3 per cent
released last month. The IIP
growth was 2.7 in February also.

The NSO data showed that
the manufacturing sector's out-
put growth slightly decelerated
to 3.4 per cent in April 2025
from 4.2 per cent in the year-
ago month.

Mining production contract-
ed by 0.2 per cent as against a
growth of 6.8 per cent a year
ago.

Mining, Power Sec

tors

s

slowed to 1 per cent in April
2025 against 10.2 per cent in
the year-ago period.

As per use-based classifica-
tion, the capital goods segment
growth accelerated to 20.3 per
cent in April 2025 from 2.8 per
cent in the year-ago period.

Consumer durables (or white
goods production) grew 6.4
per cent during the reporting
month against a growth of 10.5
per cent in April 2024.

In April 2025, consumer non-
durables output contracted 1.7
per cent compared to a decline
of 2.5 per cent a year ago.

Infrastructure/construction
goods reported a growth of 4
per cent in April 2025, down
from an 8.5 per cent expansion
in the year-ago period.

The data also showed that
the output of primary goods
contracted by 0.4 per cent in
April 2025 against 7 per cent
growth a year earlier.

The expansion in the inter-
mediate goods segment was
4.1 per cent in the month under
review, up from 3.8 per cent a

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The govern-
ment on Wednesday an-
nounced a 3 per cent in-
crease in the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for
paddy to Rs 2,369 per quin-
tal and up to 9 per cent rise
for pulses and oilseeds for
the 2025-26 kharif market-
ing season.

The agriculture ministry's
proposal on MSP for the new
kharif season was approved
in the meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Af-
fairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The announcement comes
amid southwest monsoon
reaching earlier than usual,
giving a boost to the sow-
ing of kharif crops, which
contribute over 50 per
cent of India's total annual
foodgrain production.

Briefing media after the
cabinet meeting, Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw said,
"Two key decisions were tak-
en for the welfare of farm-
ers -- kharif crops MSP and
interest subvention scheme."

In the last 10-11 years,
there has been a "massive"
increase in the support price
of 14 kharif crops in line
with the recommendation
of the Commission for Ag-

he said.

Paddy MSP Hiked By 3%o; Pulses,
Oilseeds By Up To 9% For 2025-
26 Kharif Season: Govt

ricultural Costs and Prices,
he said.

For the 2025-26 kharif
marketing season, the sup-
port price for 'common' and
'A grade' varieties of paddy
has been increased by Rs 69
each to Rs 2,369 per quintal
and Rs 2,389 per quintal, re-
spectively.

Among other cereals, the
support price of ragi has been
raised by Rs 596 to Rs 4,886
per quintal, jowar by Rs 328
to Rs 3,699 per quintal (hy-
brid) and Rs 3,749 per quintal
(Maldani), maize by Rs 175 to
Rs 2,400 per quintal and ba-
jra by Rs 150 to Rs 2,775 per
quintal for 2025-26.

Pulses MSP has been in-
creased by up to 5.96 per
cent, while that of oilseeds
by up to 9 per cent against
the previous year to boost
domestic production and re-
duce the import dependency.

The support price for tur
has been increased by Rs
450 to Rs 8,000 per quintal,
urad by Rs 400 to Rs 7,400
per quintal and moong by Rs
86 to Rs 8,768 per quintal for
the said period.

Similarly, groundnut
MSP has been raised by Rs
480 to Rs 7,263 per quintal,
soyabean by Rs 436 to Rs
5,329 per quintal, sunflower
seeds by Rs 441 to Rs 7,721
per quintal for the 2025-26

INTHE LAST10-11 YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN A "MASSIVE"
increase in the support price of 14 kharif crops in line with the
recommendation of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices,

kharif marketing season.

Sesamum support rate
has been increased by Rs
579 per quintal to Rs 9,846,
while that of nigerseed by Rs
820 per quintal to Rs 9,537
for 2025-26.

Among cash crops, cot-
ton MSP has been increased
by Rs 589 per quintal each
to Rs 7,710 (medium staple)
and Rs 8,110 (long staple),
respectively, for 2025-26.

In recent years, the gov-
ernment has been promot-
ing the cultivation of crops
other than cereals, such as
pulses and oilseeds, and
nutri-cereals/Shree  Anna,
by offering a higher MSP for
these crops.

The increase in 2025-
26 kharif crops MSP is in
line with the Union Budget
2018-19 announcement of
fixing the MSP at a level of at
least 1.5 times the All-India
weighted average cost of
production.

The expected margin to
farmers over their cost of
production is estimated
to be highest in the case of
bajra (63 per cent), followed
by maize (59 per cent), tur
(59 per cent) and urad (53
per cent). For the rest of the
crops, margin to farmers
over their cost of production
is estimated to be at 50 per
cent, the minister added.

Exporters Resume Shipping

Through Red Sea Route

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Indian export
consignments have gradually
started moving through the
Red Sea route again, exporters
body FIEO said on Tuesday.

The gradual movement
signals a cautious recovery
in shipments after months
of disruptions on the route
caused by regional tensions.

Last year, the situation
around the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait, a crucial shipping route
connecting the Red Sea and
the Mediterranean Sea to the
Indian Ocean, escalated due
to attacks by Yemen-based
Houthi militants.

Due to attacks, the shippers

through the Cape of Good
Hope, encircling the African
continent, resulting in delays
of almost 14-20 days and high-
er freight and insurance costs.

“Consignments are gradu-
ally going through this im-
portant sea route. It will cut
transportation time,” Federa-

isations (FIEO) Director Gen-
eral Ajay Sahai said.

He also said freight rates
have stabilised because of
a dip in ship demands from
China.

Around 80 per cent of In-
dia’s merchandise trade with
Europe passes through the
Red Sea and substantial trade
with the US also takes this
route. Both these geographies
account for 34 per cent of the
country’s total exports.

The Red Sea strait is vital for
30 per cent of global container
traffic and 12 per cent of world
trade. About 95 per cent of the
vessels had rerouted around
Cape of Good Hope adding
4,000-6,000 nautical miles

Policies, Subsidies Boost EV
Sales In India But Market Share
Remain Modest: Study

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- While central and
state policies helped increase
the total number of electric
vehicles (EVs) sales between
2014 and 2023, they did not
do enough to increase their
share in the overall vehicle
market due to challenges like
consumer preference for in-
ternal combustion engine (ICE)
vehicles and a lack of charg-
ing infrastructure, according
to a new study published on
Wednesday.

India plans to reduce its car-
bon emissions per unit of GDP
by 45 per cent by 2030 and
achieve net zero by 2070. A key
focus is on the transport sec-
tor, which contributes 14 per
cent of India's energy-related
carbon emissions. The country
also wants to become a global
hub for EV manufacturing to
boost growth, cut imports and
create jobs.

India has introduced poli-
cies, incentives and rules to
promote EVs, aiming for 30 per
cent EV sales in cars, 70 per
cent in commercial vehicles
and 80 per cent in two- and
three-wheelers by 2030.

However, there are challeng-
es such as high costs, a short-
age of batteries and charging
stations and the lack of clear
national targets.

The analysis by the think
tank Institute for Energy Eco-
nomics and Financial Analysis
(IEEFA) looked at how effective
government support has been
for EV growth.

It found that higher subsidies
under FAME-II led to a signifi-
cant increase in electric two-
wheeler (E2W) sales during
this period, with a 12.7 per cent
jump in sales for every one-
standard-deviation increase in
subsidy intensity.

States with supportive poli-
cies had 54.5 per cent higher
E2W sales than states with only
central policies, IEEFA said.

However, the adoption rate,
the share of E2Ws in total two-
wheeler sales, remained at a
modest 4 per cent at the end of
2023.

IEEFA researchers said this
shows that subsidies alone are
not enough to change the over-
all market. To achieve India's
goal of 30 per cent EV sales in
the E2W segment by 2030, In-
dia should also invest in reliable
public charging infrastructure.

"The government should
continue offering purchase
subsidies to sustain momen-
tum but clearly communicate
a phased-down trajectory for
a longer term. This will help
consumers and manufacturers
plan better, while nudging the
market towards cost parity and
self-sufficiency,” says Charith
Konda, Energy Specialist, IEEFA,
one of the report's co-authors.

Delhi Airport Among Top
10 Hub Airports In Asia Pacific,

Middle East Regions

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Delhi airport is
among the top 10 hub airports
in the Asia Pacific and Middle
East regions, a report said on
Wednesday.

The Airports Council Inter-
national Asia-Pacific & Middle
East's Air Connectivity Rank-
ing 2024 showed a 14 per cent
year-on-year increase in both
Asia-Pacific and Middle East
regions, driven by strong inter-
national demand, robust net-
work recovery, and the return
of major travel corridors.

Among the top 10 hub air-
ports with connectivity leader-
ship in 2024, Delhi airport is at
the tenth spot, while the list is
topped by Dubai International
Airport, according to a release.

Shanghai Pudong Internation-
al Airport (China) is at the sec-
ond place, followed by Hamad
International Airport (Qatar) and
Incheon International Airport
(South Korea) at the third and
fourth positions, respectively.

Guangzhou Baiyun Interna-

fifth place, while Beijing Capi-
tal International Airport (Chi-
na) is at the sixth spot.

Others in the list are Bangkok
Suvarnabhumi Airport (Thai-
land) at the seventh position
followed by Singapore Changi
Airport (Singapore) and Kuala
Lumpur International Airport
(Indonesia) at the eighth and
ninth spots, respectively.

"The Hub Connectivity Index
assesses an airport's ability to
function as an international
transfer point, using factors
such as viable transfer win-
dows, route deviation from
direct flight paths, and the
strength of onward connectiv-
ity," the release said.

Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) operates the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) in the national capital.

Delhi airport provides con-
nectivity to 153 destinations,
including 81 domestic and 72
international routes. It is also
in line with the government's
endeavour to develop IGIA as a
global transit hub, DIAL said in

Power output growth also yearago.

were taking consignments

tion of Indian Export Organ-

and 14-20 days to journeys.

tional Airport (China) is at the

a separate release.

Stock Markets Close Lower For
2nd Day; Sensex Down 239 Pts

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Stock markets declined for the second straight
day on Wednesday with benchmark Sensex falling by 239
points dragged by losses in FMCG major ITC.

The 30-share BSE barometer declined 239.31 points or 0.29
per cent to settle at 81,312.32. During the day, it lost 307.61
points or 0.37 per cent to 81,244.02. The 50-issue NSE Nifty
dropped 73.75 points or 0.30 per cent to close at 24,752.45.

Analysts said the key indices remained largely range-
bound ahead of the monthly expiry on Thursday and the
release of GDP and industrial production data. FMCG, auto,
and pharma shares declined while banking, mainly PSUs,
media and energy shares advanced.

Among Sensex stocks, ITC fell over 3 per cent after Brit-
ish multinational BAT trimmed its ownership in the con-
glomerate by divesting a 2.5 per cent stake for Rs 12,927
crore (USD 1.51 billion) through a block deal.

IndusInd Bank, Nestle, UltraTech Cement, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra, Power Grid, Asian Paints, Sun Pharma and Tech Mahin-
dra were also among the laggards. Bajaj Finance, Bharti Airtel,
ICICI Bank, Adani Ports and HCL Tech were among the gainers.

"The domestic indices remained rangebound with a
negative bias, primarily due to the lack of support from FlIs
and prevailing premium valuations. A lingering concern
over India-US trade relations following the end of the 90-day
pause period continues to pose an external risk," Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit Investments Limited, said.

Gold Climbs Rs 500 To
Rs 99,000/10 G; Silver
Rallies Rs 1,000/Kg

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI- Gold prices climbed Rs 500
to Rs 99,000 per 10 grams in the national
capital on Wednesday amid a firm trend
in the overseas markets, according to the
All India Sarafa Association.

The precious metal of 99.5 per cent
purity rose Rs 500 to Rs 98,500 per
10 grams (inclusive of all taxes).

Also, silver prices rallied Rs 1,000
to Rs 1,00,000 per kg (inclusive of all
taxes) on Wednesday. The metal had
declined Rs 1,370 to Rs 99,000 per kg
in the previous market session.

Globally, spot gold increased by
USD 23.16 per ounce or 0.7 per cent to
USD 3,323.87 per ounce.

"Gold prices traded positive as
markets await the release of the
FOMC (Federal Open Market Commit-
tee) meeting minutes and speeches
from US Federal Reserve officials
for further policy signals,” Kaynat
Chainwala, AVP Commodity Research
at Kotak Securities, said.

Rupee Settles Flat 85.40 Against US Dollar

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- The rupee pared loss-
es and settled on a flat note at
85.40 (provisional) against the
US dollar in a volatile trade on
Wednesday amid rising crude
oil prices and a negative trend in
domestic equities.

Forex traders said increased
month-end dollar demand add-
ed strength to the American
currency, keeping the local unit
under pressure, while investors
also moved cautiously awaiting
cues from domestic macroeco-
nomic data.

India's industrial production
data for April will be released
later in the day, while the FY25
GDP and quarterly estimates for
Q4 are scheduled to be released
on Friday.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change, the domestic unit opened
at 85.59 and moved between an
intraday high of 85.33 and a low
of 85.72 against the greenback.

The local unit ended the session
at 85.40 (provisional) against the

dollar, unchanged from its previ-
ous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee closed
30 paise lower at 85.40 against
the greenback.

According to Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst - Commodity
and Currency, LKP Securities, the
rupee traded flat as the dollar in-
dex remained steady.

"With major economic data
lined up this week -- including
the US Fed meeting minutes, Q1
GDP, and Core PCE Price Index --
the rupee's trajectory will largely
be guided by foreign fund activity
in the secondary markets. In the
near-term, the rupee is expected
to move within a range of 84.80
to 85.75," he said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading higher by
0.05 per cent at 99.47.

Analysts attributed the green-
back's strength to improving US
consumer confidence on better
than expected durable goods orders
and consumer confidence data.

Cabinet Approves Continuation Of
Interest Subvention Scheme For Farmers

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI- The government on Wednesday approved
continuation of Modified Interest Subvention Scheme
(MISS) for 2025-26 under which farmers get short-term
credit at affordable rate through Kisan Credit card (KCC).

The decision regarding continuation of MISS for fiscal
year 2025-26 with existing 1.5 per cent interest subven-
tion was taken by the Union Cabinet, informed Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

The continuation of the scheme will cost exchequer
Rs 15,640 crore.

MISS is a Central Sector Scheme aimed at ensuring
the availability of short-term credit to farmers at an af-
fordable interest rate through KCC.

Under MISS, farmers get short-term loans of up to Rs
3 lakh through KCC at a subsidized interest rate of 7 per
cent, with 1.5 per cent interest subvention provided to
eligible lending institutions.

Additionally, farmers repaying loans promptly are
eligible for an incentive of up to 3 per cent as Prompt
Repayment Incentive (PRI), effectively reducing their
interest rate on KCC loans to 4 per cent.

For loans taken exclusively for animal husbandry or
fisheries, the interest benefit is applicable up to Rs 2
lakh.

An official release said that no changes have been
proposed in the structure or other components of the
scheme.
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HC Raps Judge, Woman
Over Husband's Plea For
Ailing Son's Custody

Press Trust Of India

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court has slammed a family
court judge for refusing urgent
hearing on a man's plea seek-
ing interim custody of his
2-year-old son who has to un-
dergo an open heart surgery,
noting such conduct was "un-
becoming of a judge".

Justice Rohit Joshi of the
High Court's Aurangabad va-
cation bench on Tuesday also
expressed displeasure with
the child's mother for oppos-
ing the application filed by her
ex-husband seeking the boy's
custody for the surgery.

The court was hearing a pe-
tition filed by the child's father
seeking his interim custody.
As per the plea, the child has
to undergo the open heart sur-
gery at the MGM Hospital in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar ten-
tatively in the first week of June.

The man said he had filed an
application before the family
court concerned at Kaij in Beed
district and also sought an ur-
gent hearing of the same

However, the family court
refused to grant an urgent
hearing.

Justice Joshi said that in
such a serious matter where a
child is required to undergo an
open heart surgery, the family
court judge has not deemed it

appropriate to take the case for
hearing to consider whether
interim custody should be
granted to the father.

"The conduct of the judge
(family court) to say the least
is unbecoming of any judge,”
the High Court said.The high
court also rebuked the child's
mother for opposing the fa-
ther's plea for interim custody.

"Equally shocking is the con-
duct of the mother who is op-
posing the prayer for interim
custody despite specifically
admitting that the child is re-
quired to undergo the opera-
tion," the court said.

The High Court bench al-
lowed the father's plea for in-
terim custody of the child and
directed the mother to hand
over the boy's custody to the
father for the surgery.

"The child will be in the cus-
tody of the father during the
course of hospitalization and
the mother will get custody of
the child back subject to fur-
ther medical advice," the high
court said.

‘Single Hand Can’t Clap’

SC Gives Interim Bail To 23-year-
old Influencer In Rape Case

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday gave interim bail
to a 23-year-old accused of rap-
ing a 40-year-old, noting that
charges had not been framed
even though he has been in jail
for nine months. It also said the
woman was “not a baby” and “a
single hand can’t clap”.

In scathing comments, a
bench comprising Justices B V
Nagarathna and Satish Chandra
Sharma also asked how Delhi
Police could file a rape case
against the man, a social media
influencer, when the woman
had gone voluntarily with him.

“A single hand can’t clap.
On what basis have you filed
case under Section 376 of IPC.
She is not a baby. The woman
is 40 years old. They have gone
together to Jammu. Why have
you invoked 376. This lady goes
to Jammu seven times and the
husband is not bothered,” the
bench observed.

The top court said this is a
fit case to grant interim bail as
the accused has been in jail for
nine months and charges have
not been framed in the case.

The apex court directed that
the accused be produced before
trial court and granted interim
bail subject to terms and con-
ditions. He shall not misuse
his liberty and not attempt to

contact the woman, the bench
said.

The apex court also re-
marked on the man, asking,
“Who gets influenced by such
people?”

The top court was hearing a
plea filed by the man against
an order of the Delhi High
Court which declined to grant
him bail considering the seri-
ousness of the allegations.

According to the police com-
plaint, the woman first came
into contact with him in 2021
through social media while
seeking a social media influencer
to promote her clothing brand.

During initial interactions,
the accused allegedly re-
quested an iPhone to enhance
content creation, which she ar-
ranged through an authorised
Apple Store in Jammu.

However, their professional
relationship soured after the
accused attempted to resell the
device. The authorised seller

returned the money in the ac-
count of the woman, but after
deducting Rs 20,000. Although
he promised to return the mon-
ey the woman after a while de-
cided to end all ties with him,
the complaint stated.

In December 2021, the man
visited the woman at her
house in Noida to return the
Rs 20,000 and apologise. He
subsequently persuaded her
to travel for a brand shoot in
Connaught Place. During the
journey, the accused alleg-
edly gave her sweets laced
with intoxicants and she lost
consciousness.

Contrary to assurances that
she would be taken to Hindu
Rao Hospital, the man alleg-
edly took her to a secluded
area behind the hospital, sexu-
ally assaulted her, stole money
from her purse, and captured
her nude photographs.

Thereafter, the woman was
allegedly coerced into travel-
ling to Jammu where she was
subjected to continued sexual
abuse, extortion, and threats
over a two-and-a-half-year pe-
riod, according to the complaint.

An FIR was registered under
Sections 376 (rape), 354 (assault
on woman), 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 506 (criminal in-
timidation), 509 (insulting the
modesty of a woman) and 34 of
the Indian Penal Code.

Trump says he warned Netanyahu
to hold off on Iran strike to give
US more time for nuclear talks

Agencies

Washington, May 28 (AP)
President Donald Trump said
Wednesday he has told Israeli
Prime  Minister = Benjamin
Netanyahu to hold off on strik-
ing Iran to give the US adminis-
tration more time to push for a
new nuclear deal with Tehran.

“I told him this would be
inappropriate to do right now
because we're very close to a
solution,” Trump told reporters
at the White House.

“Now, that could change at
any moment. It could change
with a phone call. But right
now, I think they want to make
a deal. And, if we can make
a deal, (it would) save a lot of
lives.”

Trump added that an agree-
ment could come together
“over the next couple of weeks,
if it happens.”

The Israeli prime minis-
ter's office did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment.

Trump's comments came as
the head of the United Nations'
atomic watchdog said “the jury
is still out” on negotiations
between Iran and the US over
Tehran's rapidly advancing nu-
clear programme.

But Rafael Mariano Grossi,
director-general of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, described the continu-
ing negotiations between Iran

and the US as a good sign.

Grossi said he's in near-
daily  conversation  with
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, as well as talking to
Steve Witkoff, the US Middle
East envoy.

Grossi acknowledged one
of his deputies was in Tehran
on Wednesday. Iranian offi-
cials identified the official as
Massimo Aparo, the head of
the atomic energy agency's
safeguards arm.

That's the division that sends
inspectors into Iran to moni-
tor its programme, which now
enriches uranium up to 60 per
cent purity — a short, technical
step from weapons-grade lev-
els of 90 per cent.

“For the moment, the jury is
still out," Grossi told journalists
attending a weeklong seminar
at the agency in Vienna. “We
don't know whether there's go-
ing to be an agreement or not.”

However, he described the
meetings as a good sign.

“I think that is an indication
of a willingness to come to an
agreement. And [ think that,
in and by itself, is something
possible.”

Iran and the US so far have
held five rounds of talks in both
Muscat, Oman, and in Rome,
mediated by Omani Foreign
Minister Badr al-Busaidi. A
sixth round has yet to be set.

Talks focused on Iranian
enrichment
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Fresh Mock Drills

lost their lives.

That day also marked the first nationwide
civil defence drill since the 1971 war, featuring
air raid sirens, civilian shelter drills, and night-
time blackouts.

Officials have urged residents in affected
areas to cooperate fully and remain calm dur-
ing the drills. “Preparedness saves lives. These
simulations are crucial in strengthening our
national resilience,” a senior civil defence of-
ficial said.

With tensions simmering along the western
border, the drills underscore India’s dual strat-
egy — military readiness coupled with robust
civil defence — to deter threats and safeguard
its citizens.

CM Woos Tourists

a Gondola (cable car) ride to Kongdori, a
bowl-shaped area that lies between Gulmarg
and the summit of Apharwat mountain range
where the first phase of the ropeway ends.

At Kongdori, a group of tourists from Gujarat
and Mumbai requested the chief minister’s se-
curity detail for a meeting with Abdullah. The
chief minister promptly acknowledged the
request. He met the tourists with warm hand-
shakes and smiles, and sought from them feed-
back about their Kashmir visit.

Omar lauded the courage of the tourists, and
happily posed for photographs and selfies with
them.

The warmth and love the chief minister at-
tracted were reflected by his council of minis-
ters and senior bureaucrats as well.

One of those who were awestruck by Omar’s
presence was Maviya from Mumbai, who cel-
ebrated his 15th birthday on Wednesday. The
teenager felt ecstatic after Omar greeted him
and shook his hands.

“How old are you?” Omar asked.

Trembling with excitement, Maviya said that
it was the best part of his trip. “It was very cool
of him to wish me. It was a great experience to
meet the chief minister,” he said.

Omar Abdullah also wished a tourist couple
from Gujarat who celebrated their wedding
anniversary on Tuesday.

The chief minister appealed to the tourists
to promote the Valley as a safe and peaceful
destination. The visitors expressed gratitude
for Kashmir’s hospitality. They lauded the gov-
ernment for the arrangements that made their
stay comfortable.

Mohammad  Aftab  from  Gujarat's
Gandhinagar said the atmosphere in Kashmir
is contrary to what they get to hear. He said
the visitors felt no fear during their stay in the
Valley so far.

“People are very loving. They are so helpful.
The facilities in hotels are also commendable
and the beauty of the places is unmatched,”
Aftab said.

Taking to X, Omar Abdullah said, “Met tour-
ists at Gulmarg and was pleased to hear their
encouraging feedback. Their joy and apprecia-
tion reflect the growing confidence in Kashmir
as a welcoming and vibrant destination.”

Omar emphasized the urgent need for
synergy between the Union Government, the
Lieutenant Governor’s office, and the elected
leadership to maintain security and public or-
der in the Valley, especially in the aftermath of
the recent terror attack in Pahalgam.

He clarified the limited role his government
plays in maintaining law and order, particu-
larly with regard to tourist safety. “Security and
law enforcement are not under the purview of
the elected government,” he noted.

“It falls within the jurisdiction of the
Lieutenant Governor. There are three power
centers - the elected government, the Raj
Bhavan, and the Union Government - and it is
essential they work in tandem to prevent trag-
edies like the April 22 attack.”

Abdullah acknowledged the spontaneous

public outrage against the attack, highlighting
a significant shift in local sentiment. “For the
first time, the people of Kashmir independent-
ly condemned the act of terror. No political
or religious leader initiated it — the response
came directly from the people,” he remarked.

In efforts to bring back a sense of nor-
malcy and revive public confidence, the Chief
Minister has initiated several measures.

He has also directed the Education Ministry
to restart school and college excursions to tour-
ist hubs such as Gulmarg and Pahalgam.

“Life came to a standstill after April 22.
Before we welcome tourists from across the
country, we must first reclaim our own spaces.
That's why I've asked for educational trips to
resume. It’s a step towards healing and resil-
ience,” Omar explained.

Statehood Talks Still

given to the Honourable Prime Minister and
all the members of the governing council of the
NITI Aayog,” Omar told reporters in this tour-
ist resort of north Kashmir, 52 kilometres from
Srinagar.

Omar was responding to a question whether
the Pahalgam terror attack had affected the
talk about restoration of statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir.

“So, the conversation around statehood has
not stalled. The only thing I was unwilling to do
was to use the special session of the (Jammu
and Kashmir) assembly to talk about state-
hood. But that does not mean the conversation
has stopped. The conversation is ongoing,” he
said.

On the revival of tourism, the chief minis-
ter, who chaired a meeting here, said it is the
Kashmiris who should be visiting tourist places
in the valley before expecting people from oth-
er parts of the country to come visiting again.

“There should be publicity and lively activ-
ity at these places. I have asked the Education
minister to start picnics for schools and col-
leges so that we start moving back towards
normalcy,” he said.

Besides top civil administration officials, the
meeting was attended by the inspector general
of police, Kashmir, deputy inspector general,
North Kashmir, and senior superintendent of
police, Baramulla.

On Tuesday, Omar chaired a meeting of
his council of ministers in south Kashmir’s
Pahalgam.

The aim behind holding meetings outside
the fortified Civil Secretariat is to give the peo-
ple a sense of security and trust.

“Our endeavour is that a message is sent out
that Jammu and Kashmir is ready for tourism,”
Abdullah said.

He also said the people elsewhere must not
hold the Kashmiris responsible for the attack
which left 26 tourists dead.

“The people of Kashmir did not carry out this
attack. It was not done with our permission or
for our benefit. But still if you punish the peo-
ple of Kashmir, boycott them, then what shall
we do? That is why I want the Centre not to ig-
nore this, it should use the investigating agen-
cies to probe and stop this campaign,” he said.

On a memorial for the Pahalgam attack vic-
tims, he said a decision has been taken by the
cabinet in this regard and tasked the Roads
and Buildings Department to frame a concrete
proposal.

“The R&B department has been asked to in-
vite expressions of interest in terms of designs
for this memorial. Once it comes, we will take
it forward,” he added.

Omar said he was thankful that tourism del-
egations from various parts of the country have
come to assess the situation for revival of tour-
ism in Kashmir.

He said that at present some tourist destina-
tions are closed altogether, while there is par-
tial closing down at some destinations.

“This was a compulsion after April 22. We
have to slowly and gradually review the list.

There was a difference between incidents in
the past and this incident. People came out to
protest on their own. They condemned it,” he
said.

Omar also said that Jammu and Kashmir be-
ing a Union Territory, the law and order and se-
curity are not the responsibility of the elected
government.

“Whose responsibility is it? The Lieutenant
Governor. Therefore, clearly there are three
sets of power centres that need to coordinate
to ensure that things go smoothly here. I can
promote tourism, I can create the infrastruc-
ture, I can ensure that tourists come and have
a good visit but the security of the tourists cur-
rently resides within the powers of the LG.

“That is the point I made that the Union gov-
ernment, the elected government here and the
central government that is represented by the
Raj Bhavan ... we need to work together to en-
sure that what happened on April 22 does not
happen again,” he said.

The chief minister dismissed suggestions
that the relations between the elected govern-
ment and the Raj Bhavan were not good.

“You only require a thaw if there was a freeze
in relations.. When have you heard me alleging
afreezing. I am just stating that going ahead we
need to work together,” he said.

Eid-ul-Azha On

commemorates the sacrifice of Prophet
Ibrahim’s son as an act of respect to the divine.

J&K Forest Dept

approved Rs 276. 38 crore under the Annual
Plan Operations (APO) and Supplementary
APO submitted by the J&K Government for un-
dertaking different activities permissible un-
der the scheme.

As per documents, out of the approved
amount, the Finance Department released an
amount of Rs 238.10 crore to Forest Department

However, the Forest Department could uti-
lise only Rs 153. 67, raising questions on its
spending capacity, the documents state.

The issue came under discussion during the
25th steering committee of CAMP held under
chairmanship of Chief Secretary Atul Dulloo on
April 16, 2025.

In the meeting, officials claimed that imple-
mentation of the scheme was affected by elec-
tions. “It was informed that due to elections
for the Parliament and the UT Legislature and
the model code of conduct thereof, the physi-
cal targets achieved by the department were
marginally lower than the targets,” reads the
record note of the meeting.

As per minutes of the meeting, officials
claimed that approval of APO also faced signifi-
cant impact due to LS polls.

“It was also informed that the approval of the
National CAMPA for the year 2024-25 was ac-
corded on 1st July 2024 due to the model code
of conduct on account of the general election.
This in a way had an impact on the implemen-
tation of the APO during the year,” the record
note reveals. (KNO)\

J&K Speaker Constitutes

heads are Sham Lal Sharma (BJP) for PAC,
Shamima Firdous (NC) for Estimates, Ali
Muhammad Sagar (NC) for Public Undertakings,
Muhammad Yousuf Tarigami (CPI-M) for
Environment, Justice (Retd.) Hasnain Masoodi
(NC) for Subordinate Legislation, Sajad Gani
Lone (PC) for Government Assurances, Peerzada
Farooq Ahmad Shah (NC) for Privileges,
Nizamuddin Bhat (Congress) for Petitions, and
Surjeet Singh Slathia (BJP) for Ethics.

Interestingly, no committee leadership was
offered to the six independent MLAs or the
three PDP legislators, all of whom are serv-
ing their first term in the Assembly. However,
Justice Masoodi and Peerzada Farooq, both
first-time legislators, were appointed as heads
based on their previous experience in the ju-
diciary and public administration respectively,

sources said.

Meanwhile, Leader of the Opposition and se-
nior BJP leader Sunil Sharma has opted out of
all committee roles, including the one formed
to look into the salaries and allowances of
MLAEs, citing personal reasons.

The constitution of the committees is ex-
pected to set the tone for legislative business in
the coming months, with a renewed focus on
transparency, governance, and administrative
accountability in the newly restored Assembly.

HC Pulls Up

noted that the Designated Committee had
failed to review these cases despite prior
directions.

Ahmed also cited Supreme Court judgments
that public officials lose any entitlement to
government housing once they leave office,
arguing that security needs do not justify con-
tinued occupation, a view earlier upheld by the
court, referencing the Delhi High Court’s ruling
in the Subramanian Swamy case.

Responding to the court’s strong remarks,
Senior AAG S.S. Nanda sought one final op-
portunity to comply, which the bench granted,
making it clear this would be the last.

Given the case’s public importance, the court
directed the Registry to re-notify the matter for
July 7,2025.

Women Are Pillars

pillars of our socio-economic progress and
driving force behind accelerated develop-
ment,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that the Indian
Constitution has given equal rights to women
without any discrimination.

“In the last few years, we have intensified
the efforts through dedicated programmes and
initiatives for women empowerment. Our aim
is to ensure that our daughters have greater
opportunities in key sectors so that they can
contribute to the journey of Viksit Bharat and
Aatm-Nirbhar Jammu Kashmir,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor conveyed his best
wishes to all the members of Kashmir Women’s
Organisation for their future endeavours.

Earlier, the members of the delegation
briefed the Lieutenant Governor on several ini-
tiatives of their organisation aimed at women
empowerment and encouraging their political
participation and community engagement.

J&K’s Top Bureaucrat

villages, maps drawn decades ago no longer
match the land as it exists. Boundaries shift,
families grow, and deals are sealed with hand-
shakes, not stamps.

“This isn’t just about converting paper into
PDFs,” said Kumar Rajeev Ranjan, Secretary of
Revenue. “You need to verify, cross-check, and
sometimes even investigate. Otherwise, you're
just digitizing chaos.”

The job ahead is massive. Officials estimate
that over 6.5 million land parcels across the
union territory must be mapped and recorded,
along with around 100,000 ownership chang-
es, or mutations, that are still pending. These
include everything from inheritance transfers
to court decisions that were never updated in
the system.

To help manage this, the government has
trained dozens of “Master Trainers”—local
officials and experts who will lead district
teams in scanning, digitizing and verifying
data. The target is to deploy 100 such trainers
per district.

One pilot site, Khairi Dadyal village in
Nagrota tehsil, has already been fully digi-
tized. Locals there can now see their Records
of Rights on a screen at the local revenue office,
and soon from their phones. Another village,
Chak Wahab Din in Suchetgarh, has gone live
too.

These are small steps, but they matter.

In Srinagar, officials at the National
Informatics Centre (NIC) have developed

custom software that allows real-time updates
of Jamabandis—the core land ownership docu-
ment in the region. It also supports digital deed
creation, Aadhaar integration, and secure doc-
ument storage via DigiLocker.

But software alone doesn't solve everything.

“Our systems work, but they depend on the
inputs,” said an NIC engineer who asked not
to be named. “If someone uploads wrong or
incomplete data, the system can't fix that. It’s
only as good as what goes in.”

To tackle that, Dulloo is pushing for tight
verification protocols.

Retired patwaris are being called back to
help compare old maps with satellite images.
High-resolution mapping is underway, using
drones and GPS to match physical boundaries
with digital ones. A special library of virtual
control points is also being created for accurate
geospatial referencing.

Yet the biggest challenge might be building
public trust.

Land is deeply emotional in Kashmir. For
many families, it’s the only thing they own.
Confusion over ownership has fuelled count-
less family feuds, neighbour disputes, and
court battles. According to court data, more
than one in three civil cases in the region in-
volve land.

Dr. Anwar Hussain, a land rights research-
er, said the reform could have “generational
impact.”

“Land disputes have wrecked families here,”
he said. “If done transparently, this digitization
could end decades of pain.”

That's why the administration plans to in-
volve citizens directly. Before records are final-
ized, village-level camps will be held where
locals can check details, raise objections and
suggest corrections. For rural areas with lim-
ited internet access, the government is also
setting up display kiosks and offering mobile
support through trained volunteers.

Beyond individual ownership, the plan also
aims to clean up government records. All land
parcels will soon be linked to a Unique Land
Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN), tied
to Aadhaar data where available. This will
help identify illegal encroachments, optimize
land use and streamline welfare schemes like
PM-KISAN.

Financial Commissioner Shaleen Kabra be-
lieves this will reshape how property is bought
and sold. “Once records are online, and deeds
are paperless,” he said, "the whole process be-
comes faster and cleaner.”

After the completion of the process, many
reckon, people won't be forced to bribe some-
one to get their document moved from one
desk to another.

Still, hurdles remain.

The infrastructure for 207 new record
rooms—climate-proof facilities where physical
documents will be stored for backup—hasn’t
been funded yet.

And while digitization is racing ahead in
some districts, others lag due to staff shortages,
outdated maps, or ongoing disputes.

A Geographic Information System consul-
tant advising the project, said the work is in-
tense but rewarding.

“It’s like detective work,” he said. “You're not
just digitizing land. You're tracing stories, fami-
lies, migrations. Every map tells a story.”

Back in Kupwara, Ghulam Nabi is still wait-
ing for clarity on that disputed land. But this
time, he’s hopeful.

“They came to our village last week with tab-
lets and showed us our plots,” he said. “They
asked if the names were right. I've never seen
that happen before. Maybe now, our children
won't have to fight for this again.”

The government hopes to complete most
of the digitization by next year. Whether
that deadline holds or not, one thing is clear:
Jammu and Kashmir’s land history is finally
being rewritten by codes, maps, and shared
data.
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Kashmir’s Suhail Ahmad Bhat Earns
India Call-Up For Thailand Friendly

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Suhail Ahmad Bhat
on Wednesday became the lat-
est footballer from Jammu and
Kashmir to earn an India call-up
as head coach Manolo Marquez
announced a 28-member squad
for an international friendly
against Thailand on June 4.

The fixture in Thailand is
part of India's preparations for
the AFC Asian Cup Saudi Arabia
2027 Qualifiers Final Round,
where the Blue Tigers will face
Hong Kong on June 10 in Kow-
loon City.

The 20-year-old central for-
ward, who hails from the Bem-
nia region of Srinagar, was a key
figure in Mohun Bagan Super
Giant's triumphant Indian Su-
per League campaign last sea-
son and is seen as a promising
attacking talent.

The squad, which includes
talismanic striker Sunil Chhetri,
who came out of retirement in
March to bolster a struggling

kata for the past 10 days.

In Kolkata, Marquez's men
underwent six full days of train-
ing, with gym sessions in the
mornings and on-pitch training
in the evenings.

The Blue Tigers played two
practice matches on May 26
and 27.

.....

of the AFC Asian Cup 2027 Fi-
nal Round Qualifiers alongside
Bangladesh, Hong Kong, and
Singapore.

The group stage will follow
a home-and-away round-robin
format.

Before Suhail, midfielder
Danish Farooq was the most

dia, featuring in two friendlies
against Bahrain and Belarus un-
der Igor Stimac in 2022.

Mehrajuddin Wadoo remains
one of the most prominent
names from the Valley, having
earned 31 caps between 2005
and 2011.

Wadoo, hailing from Sri-

mously scored the winning goal
against Bangladesh in the 2005
SAFF Cup final in Karachi.

He was also part of India's
victorious campaigns in the
2007 and 2009 Nehru Cup and
the 2008 AFC Challenge Cup.

Before =~ Wadoo, Mushir
Ahmed represented India as a
defender.

He made his debut on April
9, 1985, against Thailand in a
Pre-World Cup match in Kol-
kata. He played nine matches
for the national team and was
known for his solid presence at
the back.

Abdul Majid was one of the
earliest footballers from Jammu
and Kashmir to represent India.
He made his debut on August
26, 1983, against China in the
President's Gold Cup in Dhaka.

He played 33 matches for the
country, captaining the team in
three of them and scoring one
goal.

Majid was a dependable de-
fender and a respected leader

side, had been camping in Kol-

India are placed in Group C

recent Kashmiri to play for In-

nagar’s Rainawari area,

fa- on the field.

IPL Playoffs: Iyer's Tact Up Against
RCB's Flair In Battle Of Equals

Press Trust of India

MULLANPUR: Shreyas
Iyer's inspiring leadership
will face its toughest test
yet when Punjab Kings host
an equally upbeat Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in
Qualifier 1 of the Indian
Premier League here on
Thursday.

Having earned the cush-
ion of a top-two finish, one
can expect both teams to
have a no holds barred ap-
proach knowing they will
get another shot at reaching
the final even if they come
up short on the opening
night of the play-offs.

Punjab Kings find them-
selves in unfamiliar terri-
tory having made the play-
offs for the first time since
2014 but they are not carry-
ing the baggage of the past
in the lyer-Ricky Ponting
(head coach) era.

RCB, on the other hand,
are way too familiar with
heartbreaks of the knock-
out stages and like every
season, are hoping to end
their title drought. In their
own words, the job is only
half done for both title con-
tenders.

The Iyer-Ponting part-

nership has resulted in a
stellar turnaround for Pun-
jab Kings, who have finally
cracked the consistency
code after more than a de-
cade of under-performance.

The combination has
managed to get the best out
of the players making them
a well-oiled unit.

The opening duo of Prab-
hsimran Singh and rookie
Priyansh Arya has laid the
platform for the likes of Iyer
and Josh Inglis to build.

Finisher Shashank
Singh continues to im-
prove his game with each
passing season and more
recently, Australian im-
port Marcus Stoinis find-
ing his range with the bat
makes the batting look
more formidable.

The concerns lie in the
bowling department, espe-
cially after the departure
of South African Marco
Jansen, who has returned
home for national duty.

Jansen bowled the cru-
cial overs both in the pow-
erplay and death and the
team will certainly miss
him on Thursday night.

Kyle Jamieson showed
promise in his debut for
the franchise but will need

s i \ -

QATAR A

ARMWAYS

to bowl better upfront to
make an impact. Batting
all-rounder Azmatullah
Omarzai could take Jan-
sen's spot.

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal, who missed the last
two games due to a finger
injury, is expected to return
for the big game and bowl
alongside the ever accurate
Harpreet Brar.

Arshdeep Singh has been
the standout pacer for his
longtime franchise, deliv-
ering in all phases of the
game.

RCB too had injury con-
cerns going into the busi-
ness end of the tournament
but they have been allayed
to a good extent.

Pacer Josh Hazlewood
is expected to regain full
fitness and Tim David too
would be available for se-
lection, lending more bal-
ance to the side.

It would be important
from the team's point of
view that Phil Salt is at
his destructive best in the
powerplay and Virat Kohli
keeps batting like he has
been through the season,
racking up fifties with ri-
diculous ease.

Match starts 7.30 PM.

Inter Zonal District Level Martial
Arts Events Held In Budgam

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Department of Youth Services
and Sports Budgam is organising Inter-
School and Inter-Zonal Level competi-
tions across the district. On Wednesday,
the department held Inter-Zonal District
Level Martial arts competitions at Indoor
Stadium for U-14, U-17 and U-19 girls in
Taekwondo, Kick Boxing, Judo, Karate
and Weightlifting, etc.

At the Inauguration ceremony, Dis-
trict Sports Officer Ghulam Hassan Lone
aloong with In-charge Sports Activities
Ghulam Hassan Khanday and Shakeel-
ur-Rehman inaugurated the competi-
tions in the presence of senior officials of
the department.

On this occasion, Ghulam Hassan
addressed the children and encour-
aged them to focus on healthy activi-

ties like sports.

It should be noted that Inter School
Tournaments are also ongoing in all
zones of the district under the supervi-
sion of the department's District Officer
Ghulam Hassan Lone. The Martial art
session witnessed a large number of girls
who showcased their skills.

Meanwhile, the Department of Youth
Services and Sports, Zone Hardpanzoo,
conducted a three-day Inter-School
Kabaddi Tournament for Girls from May

26 to 28, 2025. The event, held at the
zonal level, witnessed participation from
several government and private schools
across the region.

The tournament was inaugurated by
the Headmaster of HS Arizal, joined by
Farooq Ahmed Sheikh, In-charge Activ-
ity ZPEO Hardpanzoo, and Tasaduk Hus-
sain, Overall Incharge, along with other
zonal officials. The dignitaries lauded
the initiative for promoting physical
health, discipline, and confidence among
schoolgirls.

Throughout the competition, young
athletes demonstrated remarkable spirit,
coordination, and tactical prowess. The
final match in the U-14 category saw IEI
Arizal defeat HS Arizal with a command-
ing 10-5 win to secure the title.

In the U-17 category, HS Dachan
emerged victorious by defeating HSS
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Hardpanzoo with a score of 15-5, while
in the U-19 category, HSS Drung narrow-
ly triumphed over HSS Hardpanzoo with
a tight 9-8 finish.

At the closing ceremony, the Head-
master of HS Arizal praised the athletes,
saying, “This tournament has brought to
light the immense talent and tenacity of
our young girls.Their performance, even
in tough conditions, is truly inspiring.
We must continue to create opportuni-
ties for them to excel.”

Svhm't TAKES

Zone Ganderbal Clinches U-17 Girls
Inter-Zone Kabaddi Tournament

he Department of Youth Services and Sports Gan-

derbal on Wednesday hosted an Inter-Zonal District
Level Kabaddi competition for Girls Under-17 at BHS
Arch, where Zone Ganderbal emerged victorious after
a series of intense matches. A total of 48 players rep-
resenting all four zones of the district showcased their
talent and sportsmanship in the one-day tournament.

The final match witnessed a gripping contest be-
tween Zone Ganderbal and Zone Tullamulla, with Zone
Ganderbal sealing the win and lifting the champion-
ship trophy after an impressive performance.

District Youth Services & Sports Officer Ganderbal,
Sheikh Shafqat Igbal, along with the Activity Incharge,
visited the venue and interacted with the participants. In
his address, the DYSSO applauded the enthusiasm of the
young athletes and encouraged them to continue pursuing
sports not just as a hobby but as a potential career path.

IPL 2025: Punjab Police On High Alert
For Playoff Games In Mullanpur

he Qualifier 1 and Eliminator of the ongoing Indian

Premier League is unlikely to be impacted due to
security reasons in the aftermath of the recent conflict
between India and Pakistan following the barbaric
Pahalgam attack, the Punjab Police said on Wednesday.

The IPL schedule had to be tinkered after the tourna-
ment was suspended for a week following the military
conflict between India and Pakistan.

According to the revised schedule, Mullanpur will
host the qualifier 1 on Thursday and the eliminator on
Friday, while the qualifier 2 and the final will be held
in Ahmedabad on June 1 and 3.

"There are two very important matches at Mullan-
pur stadium tomorrow and day after tomorrow. There
is a qualifier and an eliminator. People are coming
from all corners of India. There is a lot of enthusiasm
among the people," Arpit Shukla, Special DGP (Law and
Order), Punjab said.

"We have arranged for extensive security around
the stadium and its periphery. Today, there is a review
of it. Our police force is deployed around 65 Gazetted
officers and more than 2,500 is deployed.

"We will ensure that those who are coming do not
face any kind of trouble. On the other hand, the secu-
rity measures will be very strict. Yesterday, we had a
rehearsal of the mockdrill. Today also the police force
is rehearsing the mockdrill," he added.

Inter To Don Unseen Kit For
Champions League Final Against PSG

nter Milan will dress for the occasion by wearing

their third, golden yellow kit in Saturday's Champi-
ons League final when they face Paris St Germain in
Munich in the first official meeting between the sides.

Inter have played in six Champions League/Europe-
an Cup finals to date, the first in 1964, and have never
used their third kit in the showpiece match so far.

Since the Parisians are designated as the home team
in the final, they will wear their first-choice kit -- navy
blue shorts and shirts with a white and red stripe in
the centre -- so Inter cannot play in their classic black
and blue striped jerseys.

The Italians, however, did not opt for their second
strip -- white shirts with blue details -- choosing to
wear the third kit instead, a golden yellow shirt with
black details and black shorts.

Teenage Sensation Lamine Yamal
Extends Barcelona Contract Until 2031

Barcelona‘s teenage sensation Lamine Yamal has
signed a contract extension that will keep him at
the Spanish champions until 2031, the club announced
on Tuesday. The 17-year-old forward, whose deal was
due to expire in 2026, enjoyed a stellar season, helping
Barca win LaLiga and the Copa del Rey, with 18 goals
and 25 assists in 55 matches.

Local media have reported that the exciting Spanish
international could become the Barcelona squad's
highest-paid player if he meets certain performance-
related clauses. Having displayed such entertaining
football this season, Yamal is a leading contender for
this year's Ballon d'Or.

From Suryavanshi's Ton To Pant's Struggles: IPL's Highs & Lows Till Now

Press Trust of India

MUMBAIL: IPLs costliest-ever
player Rishabh Pant at last de-
livered the goods with a ton in
the final match but Lucknow Su-
per Giants missed the bus. Axar
Patel's Delhi Capitals nosedived
from cruise control. Former
winners Chennai Super Kings,
Rajasthan Royals and Kolkata
Knight Riders cut a sorry figure
while Sunrisers Hyderabad mis-
fired all the way through.

In all, it took 67 days including
a 10-day break, for the IPL to go
through its preliminary round of
70 matches this year which wit-
nessed some surreal highs and
disappointing lows.

Here's a recap so far before the
playoffs begin:

Young Guns Make A Strong
Dent:

RR's Vaibhav Suryavanshi
was a 13-year-old when he was
picked in the mega auction last
December and at 14 in May, he
became the youngest ever to

score the fastest IPL ton for an In-
dian off 35 balls and second fast-
est ever, against Gujarat Titans.

His finesse in stroke play and
spunk at the biggest stage capti-
vated the game's greats.

While India T20I opener Ab-
hishek Sharma was also among
those who hit centuries, it also
included Punjab Kings' un-
capped Priyansh Arya, who
took apart a lowly CSK with his
maiden IPL ton. Prabhsimran
Singh also showed he has got the
goods while Ayush Mhatre gave
CSK some reasons to smile.

Daunting SRH Misfire:

Last year's runner-up SRH
came in with one of the most in-
timidating batting line-ups but
the all-out attack approach fell
flat on its face.

SRH began the IPL with the
second highest total ever of
286/6 against RR and ended
with the third highest, of 278/3
against KKR.

In between, it looked like
SRH never had a Plan B with the

bat, Nitish Kumar Reddy largely
disappointed and not having a
quality spinner to bowl in the
powerplay hurt them.

CSK Learn Their Lessons The
Hard Way:

Change is the only constant
goes the old adage and CSK
learnt it the hard way this year.
The side was forced to part with

its philosophy of keeping young
talent on the bench and rely only
on seasoned players such as MS
Dhoni.

At the top, the 17-year-old
Mumbai batter Mhatre thrived
against the odds while Proteas’
Dewald Brevis dazzled towards
the end. The 20-year-old Afghan
Noor Ahmad emerged as CSK's
most successful spinner with R

Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja be-
ing the other options.

Sai Sudharsan Comes Of Age:

The young Southpaw showed
that a no-risk approach with re-
lentless attack at every opportu-
nity can be a way to amass runs.
he tops the charts right now
with more than 670 runs and
was deservingly rewarded with
a national call-up for the Test
tour of England.

From being retired out for bat-
ting slowly in 2023 to being one
of the best batters in 2025, Guja-
rat Titans' Sudharsan proved his
time has come.

Mumbai Indians Do A Mumbai
Indians:

Four defeats in first five
games marked yet another typi-
cal Mumbai Indians' start to an
IPL, but Hardik Pandya's men
came back roaring to win next
six matches to establish them-
selves among the front-runners.

Rohit Sharma and Tilak Varma
have blown hot and cold but

Suryakumar Yadav showed why
he is among the best in the busi-
ness with remarkable consis-
tency, while Jasprit Bumrah's 17
wickets in 10 matches must set
alarm bells ringing in opposition
camps.

RR's Forgettable Season:

From sweating on Sanju Sam-
son's fitness and form to lack of
gumption shown by others, RR
endured a forgettable season to
finish second last ahead of CSK.

Parting ways with key players
including Jos Buttler, Ashwin,
Yuzvendra Chahal and Trent
Boult disturbed their balance
more than perhaps RRimagined.

High-Flying DC Nosedive:

The Capitals began this IPL
looking like they won't put a
foot wrong but when it came to
being clinical and consistent, the
fight petered out.

DCbegan with five wins in first
six matches and were perched at
the top of the table, but a stun-
ning nosedive saw them lose five

out of the next eight.

KKR Misfire But Rahane
Stands Tall:

Rahane waged a lone battle
of sorts but the season was also
poor for the franchise's costliest
player and vice-captain Ven-
katesh Iyer. With five defeats in
first eight matches, it was all but
over quite early for the defend-
ing champions who failed to
play like one.

Marsh, Pooran Stand Tall In
LSG Rabble:

Five wins in first eight games
-- built largely on the top-order's
success -- gave LSG a chance to
finish in the final four but there
were more areas of concerns
than bright spots.

Pant's horror run with the bat,
lack of depth in middle order
and lack of variation in bowling
saw them miss out on playoffs
again but Mitchell Marsh, Nich-
olas Pooran and Aiden Markram
gave them the substance amid
Digvesh Rathi's theatrics.
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