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Lightning, Flash Floods, & Gusty Winds

Kashmir Hit 
By Sudden 
Weather Shift

Man killed by 
lightning in Kulgam

Flash floods shut 
Jammu-Srinagar 
highway

Winds uproot trees, 
disrupt traffic in 
Srinagar

Flights diverted due 
to windstorm

Boat capsizes in Dal 
Lake; one missing

Rain, wind forecast 
till May 5

J&K Class 12  
Data Leak Triggers 
Cyber Probe

Observer News Service

Srinagar: On the evening of 
April 29, 2025, while thousands 
of students across Jammu and 
Kashmir eagerly awaited the an-
nouncement of their Class 12 re-
sults, a shocking and concerning 
incident came to light. A day be-
fore the official announcement, 
some hackers uploaded personal 
details of students on the Board 
of School Education's website.

Though the leaked records did 
not include marks, they did con-
tain students' names, roll num-
bers, and other identifiable infor-
mation. This unexpected data leak 
caused distress not just among 
students but also their parents. 
Questions were raised about how 
such sensitive information ended 
up in the hands of hackers.

Joint Secretary of JKBOSE, 
Shahnaz Chaudhary, confirmed 
the incident, stating that the 
board's website had indeed been 
hacked and that a formal com-
plaint had been lodged with the 
cyber police. She further men-
tioned that an investigation has 
been initiated and those responsi-
ble will soon be brought to justice.

“On April 29, when the results 
were believed to  | More on P6

Congress Seeks 
Fixed Timeline For 
Caste Census

Observer News Service

New Delhi: The Congress 
Working Committee (CWC) on 
Friday held a key meeting to 
deliberate on two major issues 
facing the country — the April 
22 terror attack in Pahalgam and 
the Centre’s recent announce-
ment on caste census.

Chaired by Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge, the meet-
ing was attended by senior party 
leaders including Sonia Gandhi, 
Rahul Gandhi, K.C. Venugopal, 
and Ajay Maken. According to 
party sources, the CWC is ex-
pected to pass resolutions de-
manding concrete action against 
Pakistan for its  | More on P6

INDO-PAK TENSIONS

Data Lost In Floods

SC Gives J&K Govt Time To Submit 
Data On Pak Nationals

SC Halts Deportation Of 

Kashmir-Based Family

T
he Supreme Court on Friday 
directed authorities not to deport 
to Pakistan six members of a 

family, who allegedly overstayed 
their visa, till their citizenship claim 
is verified. A bench of Justices Surya 
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh without 
fixing any specific timeline asked the 
authorities to verify the identity docu-
ments such as passports, Aadhaar 
card, pan card, etc., of the family 
and other relevant facts, which are 
brought to their notice.

"In the peculiar facts and circum-
stances of this case, authorities may 
not take coercive action till an appro-
priate decision is taken.  | More on P6

India Blocks SM Channels 
Of Pak PM, Cricketers

P
akistan Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif’s YouTube channel was 
blocked in India on Friday amid 

ongoing tension between the two 
countries following the deadly ter-
rorist attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Pahalgam.

“The content is currently unavail-
able in this country because of an 
order from the government related 
to national security or public order. 
For more details about government 
removal requests, please visit the 
Google Transparency Report,” read a 
message on the blocked channel.

India blocked Instagram accounts 
of leading current  | More on P6

IWT- Pak To 
Issue Formal 
Notice To India

India’s Strength Lies  
In Unity & Military Might: PM

Srinagar Court Drops 
Gulmarg Fashion Show Case
Order Follows Submission of Drone, 
Liquor Permits By Accused

J&K Bye-Polls 

Budgam, Nagrota Electoral 
Roll Revision Set To Finish

The Night Dilli Haat Burned Kashmir’s Hopes

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A spate of severe 
weather events wreaked havoc 
across Kashmir on Friday, leav-
ing one man dead, another 
missing in Dal Lake, and caus-
ing widespread disruptions 
including a fresh closure of the 
Srinagar-Jammu highway due 
to flash floods in Ramban.

In South Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district, 37-year-old auto driver 
Tariq Ahmad Padder was killed 
after lightning struck him in his 
native village of Gansorgam. He 
was rushed to the district hos-
pital where doctors declared 
him dead on arrival.

Meanwhile, a cloudburst 
in Ramban district triggered 
flash floods and landslides near 
Chamba Seri, prompting yet 
another closure of the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway. 
“Restoration work is under-
way. Most vehicles have been 
cleared, while a few have been 
halted at safer locations,” said 
SSP Traffic (NHW), Raja Adil 
Hamid. Authorities have advised 
commuters to check road status 
before starting their journey.

Adding to the chaos, gusty 
winds and moderate rainfall 
disrupted normal life in parts 
of central and south Kashmir. A 
tree was uprooted near SKICC, 
Srinagar, causing massive traf-
fic jams. The windstorm also 
disrupted air traffic—two 

IndiGo flights from Delhi and 
Mumbai were diverted to 
Chandigarh and Delhi after fail-
ing to land at Srinagar airport.

The Met Department had 
earlier predicted rain accom-
panied by thunderstorms and 
gusty winds till May 5.

In Srinagar, strong winds 
also led to a tragic incident in 
Dal Lake. Two fishermen were 
caught off   | More on P6

M Ahmad

Srinagar: A Court here has 
deemed it fit not to proceed 
with a complaint regarding a 
fashion show in Gulmarg 
involving Shivan & 
Narresh, Editor-in-
Chief ELLE India and 
unknown models 
earlier this year.

The Delhi-based 
designers had show-
cased their skiwear col-
lection on March 7 this year to 
mark the 15th anniversary of 
their label.

The complainant had sought 
actions under Section of 296, 

299 of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), and 50 A of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Excise Act, 
1958, for obscenity, hurting re-
ligious sentiments during the 

month of Ramazan and 
publicly consumption 

of alcohol.
The court of Special 

Mobile Magistrate 
Srinagar Faizan-I-
Nazar passed the or-

der after perusal of the 
responses of the known 

accused stating that no of-
fences on the facts stated in the 
complaint are made out.

The accused had placed cop-
ies of drone   | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Supreme 
Court on Friday granted 
more time to the Jammu and 
Kashmir government to in-
form it about the number of 
Pakistani nationals detained 
under the provisions of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Public 
Safety Act, 1978.

A bench of Justices Abhay 
S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan gave 
six more weeks after the au-
thorities were informed that 
data relating to such prison-
ers was lost during floods in 
the union territory.

The top court then posted the 
matter for hearing on July 25.

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea filed by late Jammu 
and Kashmir National Panthers 
Party leader and senior advo-
cate Bhim Singh who petitioned 

the court on Pakistani citizens 
detained under the provisions 
of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Public Safety Act, 1978.

His plea sought such 

persons to be freed and de-
ported to Pakistan.

The top court previously 
expressed concerns over the 
fate of those Pakistani na-
tionals who were released 
from Indian jails after com-
pleting their terms and if the 
neighbouring country did not 
accept them as its citizens.

The government was, 
therefore, asked to bring in 
a suitable mechanism to en-
sure such foreign nationals 
were not forced to remain 
in jails as courts frequently 
dealt with complaints about 
Pakistani nationals being 
incarcerated in jails despite 
having served their sentence.

Cross-border  
Firing Continues

P
akistani troops continued 
unprovoked firing in five 
districts along the Line 

of Control (LoC) in Jammu and 
Kashmir for eight consecutive 
night on Thursday, officials said.

Jammu based defence spokes-
man said, “During the night of May 
1-2, 2025, Pakistani Army posts 
resorted to unprovoked small 
arms fire from posts across the 
LoC opposite Kupwara, Baramulla, 
Poonch, Naushera, and Akhnoor 
areas of J&K.” “Indian Army 
responded in a calibrated and pro-
portionate manner,” he added.

Pertinently, the  | More on P6

P
akistan is planning to 
issue a formal diplo-
matic notice to India 

against its unilateral move 
to suspend the Indus Waters 

Treaty, a media report said 
Friday. The decision was 
made after initial consulta-
tions between Pakistan’s 
ministries of Foreign Affairs, 

Law, and Water Resources, 
reported the Express News.

Quoting sources, the 
newspaper said emergency 
legal and  | More on P6

Observer News Service

Amaravati: After getting full 
support from NDA allies for 
his government’s response to 
the April 22 Pahalgam terror 
attack, which left 26 people, 
mostly tourists dead, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday said that India’s 
strength today is not just in its 
weapons but also in its unity.

Addressing a rally in 
Amaravati, PM Modi said, 
“Unity is a key strength of 
India besides its military 
strength.”

Minutes before the Prime 
Minister’s address, Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu and 
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan re-
ferred to the Pahalgam terror 
attack and voiced their open 
support to the Prime Minister 

in his actions against Pakistan 
and terrorism.

“Today, our strength is not 
just weapons but also our uni-
ty. (Aaj humari taqat humare 
hathiyaar hi nahi hai…humari 
ekta bhi hai). Ekta malls are 
being built throughout the 
country," said, PM Modi.

“India has tested a new 
DRDO missile. We are 

boosting our defence sector 
by spending more on the de-
fence sector. We laid the foun-
dation stne of DRDO’s Missile 
Test Range at Nagayalanka. 
The Navdurga Testing Range 
being built in Nagayalanka 
will empower the nation’s de-
fence power, just like Goddess 
Durga," he added.

Pertinently, after the 
Pahalgam terror attack PM 
Modi led Government has 
downgraded diplomatic ties 
with Pakistan. The Indus 
Water Treaty has been put in 
abeyance, while Pak nationals 
and diplomats in India have 
been sent back.

Amid growing indications 
of tough action against the 
Pahalgam terror attack per-
petrators, PM Modi has given 
complete operational free-
dom to the  | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The authorities are set 
to complete the special summa-
ry revision of electoral rolls for 
the Budgam and Nagrota seats, 
which have been vacant in the 
Jammu & Kashmir Assembly for 
over six months.

Sources said that the voter 
revision exercise will conclude 
on May 5 (Monday) with the 
publication of the final electoral 
roll. This will pave the way for 
the Election Commission of 
India to announce the sched-
ule for the upcoming elections, 
factoring in the situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir following 
the Pahalgam attack.

Both seats became vacant 
in October last year. Omar 
Abdullah vacated the Budgam 
seat on October 21, while the 

Nagrota seat became vacant on 
October 31 after the death of 
BJP MLA Devinder Singh Rana.

According to Section 151A 
of the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951, a bye-elec-
tion must be held within six 
months of a seat becoming va-
cant. However, the poll body 
has been unable to conduct the 
exercise within this timeframe.

Currently,  | More on P6

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: When fire swept 
through the iconic Dilli Haat on 
the night of April 30, it didn’t 
just engulf stalls. It devoured 
decades of devotion, stitched 
into every craft.

Hakim Shuja Abbas, a 
Kashmiri artisan, watched it 
all vanish in minutes. His stall, 
once full of embroidered shawls 
and kurtas, was now a black-
ened patch of ground. He stood 
in the rubble at dawn, smoke 
still curling into the sky.

“I had nothing left,” he said 
softly. “Only the ashes. Only the 
soot on my hands.”

For years, Shuja had carried 
the stories of Kashmir in his 
work. Every shawl he embroi-
dered was a memory of home, 
hardship, and hope. 

He had come to Delhi to build 
a better life, saving every rupee 
to bring his wife and child to the 
city. Dilli Haat, with its open sky 
and steady stream of visitors, had 
given him a chance. It was more 
than a stall. It was his world.

That world is now gone.
The fire broke out in the quiet 

of night and moved fast. At least 
30 stalls were destroyed before 
firefighters could bring it un-
der control. Most belonged to 
Kashmiri artisans, including Jan 
Mohammad.

This papier-mâché artist from 
Srinagar, stood quietly before the 
ruins of his   | More on P6

TWO MODELS WEARING SKIMPY clothes or 
swim wear in the broader scheme of the event does 
not attract the penal offence of obscenity

Restoration work is underway. 
Most vehicles have been 
cleared, while a few have been 
halted at safer locations."
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Fee Structure  11th

 
Class Non-Med/ Med

     
: Rs.135000

 

(Including 18% GST)

 
12th

 

Class

 

Non-Med/ Med

     

: Rs.135000

 

(Including 18% GST)

 

JEE/NEET Dropper Batch

    

: Rs.114000

 

(Including 18% GST)

 

9th

 

Class (Foundation Batch)

    

:

 

Rs.46000

 

(Including 18% GST)

 

10th

 

Class (Foundation Batch)

 

: Rs.46000

 

(Including 18% GST)

 

Note:  -  10% of intake capacity quota for the students of community belonging to BPL  /  Orphan / Destitute for the year 2024

 
–

 
2025. As per the DSEK Notification.

 Our faculty  
1.  Mubeen Masudi, B.Tech, IIT Bombay

 2.
 
Imbesat Ahmad, M.S, B.S, IIT Kharagpur 

 
3.

 
Salman Shahid, M.Tech, B.Tech, IIT Kharagpur

 
4.

 

Azhan Khalid, B.Tech, IIT Dhanbad

 
5.

 

Usman Rafiqee, BDS, GMC Srinagar

 
6.

  

Abdur Rehman Haider, M.

 

Sc, IIT Kharagpur

 

7.

  

MD Faraz Nawab Khan, B. Tech, IIT Dhanbad

 

8.

  

MD Gulzar Ahmad,

 

B. Tech, NIT Durgapur

 

9.

 

Aamir Elahi, B.E, DTU.

 

MBA, The Ohio State University 

 

10.

 

MD Nausher Khan, M.Tech, IIT Dhanbad

 

11.

 

Faizan Kaleem, B.Tech, IIT Dhanbad

 

12.

 

Mohd Azhardin Ganayee, Ph.D, IIT Madras

  

13.

 

Mudasir Hamid, M.Sc, Garhwal

 

University

 

14.

 

Junaid Maqsood, B.Sc, Kashmir University

 

PUBLIC NOTICE

The DOB of my son, Uzair Hilal,  has been wrongly written in his 
school records as 03-02-2014 while hsi correct DOB is 08-06-2011 
Which needs to be corrected. If anybody has any objection in this 
regard he/she may file them in the office of the Headmaster Govt 
Girls Middle School Mazhama within seven days. After that no ob-
jection  shall be entertained.
 Hilal Ahmad Khan 
F/o Uzair Hilal  bmg
R/o Buchpora Kawoosa Khalisa Tehsil Narbal 

OFFICE OF THE 
NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed 
birth..

PUBLIC NOTICE..

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Toyba Ishfaq D/o Ishfaq Ahmad Mo-
chi R/o Sheer colony B sopore with verified date of birth 
20/10/2020 occurred at SDH pattan in this connection if 
any body having objection for issuance of said certificate 
he may contact to this office within 04 days after that no 
objection shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have changed my name from (old name) GHULAM HUS-
SAIN S/O HASSAN BHAT  to (New name) GHULAM HUS-
SAIN BHAT S/O GHULAM HASSAN BHAT . In future i will be 
known as (new Name) GHULAM HUSSAIN BHAT S/O GH-
ULAM HASSAN BHAT.
 If any body having any objection he/she may 
contact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days 
no objection will be accepted.

GHULAM HUSSAIN BHAT 
S/O GHULAM HASSAN BHAT  fko
R/o  WAHADAT PORA BUDGAM. 
Cell. 8899637476.

OFFICE OF THE 
NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed 
birth..

PUBLIC SCHOOL

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Saiful Islam Bhat s/o Ishfaq Ahmad 
Bhat R/o Amberpora Tarzuea sopore with verified date of 
birth 01/06/2021 occurred at SDH pattan in this connection 
if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate 
he may contact to this office within 04 days after that no 
objection shall be entertained..

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

OFFICE OF THE 
NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed 
birth..

PUBLIC NOTICE..

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Hafsa Showkat d/o Showkat Ahmad 
Sofi R/o Amberpora Tarzuea sopore with verified date of 
birth 09/05/2020 occurred at SDH pattan in this connection 
if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate 
he may contact to this office within 04 days after that no 
objection shall be entertained..

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

OFFICE OF THE 
NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..
Public Notice..

The registrar birth BDO pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Maryama Javid D/o Javid Ahmad Ganie 
R/o Ganiepora Buran Tehsil Pattan with verified date of birth 
08/03/2011 occurred at home in this connection if any body 
having objection for issuance of said certificate he may con-
tact to this office within 04 days after that no objection shall 
be entertained..

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Javaid Ahmad Mir, father of Azan Javaid R/O Pinjoora Shopian, 
want to correct name of my ward namely Azan Javaid in Aadhaar 
record which has been wrongly entered as Azan Ahmad Mir instead 
of Azan Javaid. Now correction required. If anybody has any objec-
tion may contact concerned Aadhaar Centre Jammu / Srinagar or 
concerned authorities within 7 days.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Farooq Ah Mir, father of Faisal Farooq, R/O Pinjoora, Shopian, 
want to correct my ward namely Faisal Farooq name in Aadhaar 
record which has been wrongly entered as Faisal Ahmad Mir in-
stead of Faisal Farooq.
Now correction required. If anybody has any objection, may con-
tact concerned Aadhaar Centre Jammu / Srinagar or concerned 
authorities within 7 days.

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
 My  DOB has been wrongly written in my adhar card as 05/05/2011 
while my correct DOB is 15-01-2012 which needs to be corrected  . 
If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file them 
in the concerned office within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.
 Sahil Hussain (DOB: 15-01-2012)
S/o Mohammad Akbar Rather
R/O Dangerpora x

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change my name in my aadhar card bearing no  2048 
8186 4381 from  Humera (old name ) to Jabeena Akhter  (New 
name).  If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file 
them in the concerned office within seven days. After that no ob-
jection shall be entertained.
Jabeena Akhter 
R/O :-  penglina Pulwama jvd

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth...

Public Notice..

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Mohsin Ali Beigh s/o Arshid Hussain Beigh R/o 
Gund khaja Qasim With verified date of birth 13/04/2021 occurred 
at SDH pattan in this connection if any body having objection for 
issuance of said certificate he may contact to this office within 04 
days after that no objection shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM 

Subject:- Necessary Correction/change in  address in data 
to the License No.JK-0120050045568
 issued in favour of MOHAMMAD ALTAF PARAY  Parentage 
MOHAMMAD SUBAN PARAY
Whereas an application has been recieved by one MOHAM-
MAD ALTAF PARAY  Parentage MOHAMMAD SUBAN PA-
RAY  wherein he claimed that the Name  has been wrongly 
recorded in the records of Driving Licenses as MOHD ALTAF 
PARRY Parentage MOHAMMAD SHABAN PARRAY Which 
needs to be changed as MOHAMMAD ALTAF PARAY  Parent-
age MOHAMMAD SUBAN PARAY 
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the gen-
eral public that objections if any in this regard shal reach in 
written in the office of the   Assistant Regional Transport 
office  Budgam within a period of 7 days from the date of 
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper.After expiry 
of stipulated time no objection will be entertained.

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE 
NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN.

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

Public Notice

The registrar birth BDO Khore Sherabad has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Aiman Showkat D.o.B 11/12/2013 and Fa-
heem showkat Mir D.o.B 09/11/2018 s/d/o Showkat Ahmad Mir 
R/o Mahrajpora kongamdara occurred at home tehsil pattan in 
this connection if any body having objection for issuance of said 
certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days after that 
no objection shall be entertained..

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have changed my name from WALIYAH to WALIYAH 
SHORA. In future I will be known as WALIYAH SHORA. If 
anybody is having any objection he /she may contact the 
Passport Office Srinagar within 7 days from the date of 
publication if this notice. No objection shall be entertained 
after that period.

ss

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Mohammad Yaseen Bangroo want to change my Daughter's 
name in her aadhar card bearing no 4759 8296 4455 from Hayeqa 
Yaseen Bangroo (old name) to Neelofar Yaseen ( new name)  .  If 
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in 
the concerned office within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.
Mohammad Yaseen bangroo F/o :- Neelofar Yaseen 
R/O :- Batamaloo Srinagar jvd

Only 8% Of Bacterial Infections In India 
Treated Appropriately In 2019: Lancet Study
Press Trust Of India

O
nly about eight per 
cent of bacterial in-
fections detected in 
2019 in India were 

treated appropriately, accord-
ing to an analysis of low- and 
middle-income countries.
Findings published in The Lan-
cet Infectious Diseases journal 
show that in 2019, there were 
nearly 15 lakh bacterial infec-
tions resistant to carbapen-
ems -- a common antibiotic 
-- across eight countries that 
were under study.
Carbapenems are used for 
treating severe infections -- 
such as those acquired from 
being inside a hospital, where 
bacteria resistant to antibiot-
ics are abundant.

Of the 15 lakh bacterial infec-
tions, only over a lakh treat-
ment courses were procured 
-- the resulting treatment gap 
meant that only 6.9 per cent 
of the patients were treated 
appropriately, researchers, 
including those from the 
Global Antibiotic Research 
and Development Partnership 
(GARDP), Switzerland, found.
"India procured most of the 
treatment courses (80.5 per 
cent; 83,468 courses), with 
7.8 per cent of infections 
treated appropriately," the 
authors wrote.
The eight countries that 
were part of the study in-
cluded Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and Mexico.
The most-procured antibiotic 
was tigecycline -- usually pre-
scribed in hospitals for seri-

ous infections.
Most of the 15 lakh infections 
were found to have occurred 
in South Asia, with over 10 
lakh infections estimated to 
have occurred in India.
Antibiotic, or antimicrobial, 
resistance is emerging as a 

major public health, with a 
2024 Lancet study projecting 
over 39 million around the 
world could die due to such 
infections in the coming 25 
years -- most of these could 
occur in South Asia, it said.
The study also estimated that 

over a million died every year 
during 1990-2021 from anti-
biotic resistance, in which dis-
ease-causing bacteria become 
immune to drugs developed 
to kill them, thereby render-
ing these drugs ineffective.
For this study, data from a 
systematic analysis of the 
burden of bacterial antimicro-
bial resistance from 1990 to 
2021 -- named 'GRAM' study 
-- was analysed, along with 
that from a health-care data-
base managed by IQVIA, a US-
based life sciences company.
antimicrobial-resistant infec-
tions in the selected low- and 
middle-income countries.
The results also underscore 
the need for meaningful ac-
tion by global and national 
policy makers, the team said.

Study Estimates At Least 35,000 Lives In India 
Lost To Extreme Temperatures During 2001-2019
Press Trust Of India

 

A
t least 35,000 lives were 
lost in India due to ex-
posure to extreme hot 
and cold temperatures 

between 2001 and 2019, a new 
study has found. In 2015 alone, 
it estimated 1,907 deaths due to 
a heatstroke and 1,147 because of 
cold exposure. Data for analysis 
was taken from the India Meteo-
rological Department and Nation-
al Crime Records Bureau, among 
other datasets.
Findings, published in the jour-
nal Temperature, show an up-
ward-moving, increasing trend 
in deaths due to a heatstroke and 
exposure to cold temperatures.
Lead author Pradeep Guin from O 
P Jindal Global University, Hary-
ana, said that deaths due to expo-
sure to extreme temperatures are 
avoidable and that measures to 
mitigate health impacts need to 
be put in place.
"With an intense heatwave fore-
cast to hit most of the country this 
summer and extreme weather 
events becoming more frequent 
around the globe as the world 
warms, there is no time to be lost 
in raising awareness about the 
dangers of extreme temperatures 
and putting in place measures to 
reduce their impact," Guin said.
He added, "Support systems exist, 
but more needs to be done."
Deaths due to extreme tempera-
tures were found to be more com-
mon among men of working age.
During the study period of 2001-
2019, deaths due to extreme heat 
were three to five times higher 
among men, while those due to 
extreme cold were four to seven 
times higher, compared to wom-

en, the researchers said.
State-wise, Andhra Pradesh, Ut-
tar Pradesh, and Punjab were 
found to record the most deaths 
due to a heatstroke, whereas the 
most deaths due to exposure to 
extreme cold came from Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab, and Bihar.
The authors wrote, "Between 

2001 and 2019, India reported 
19,693 and 15,197 deaths due to 
heatstroke and cold exposure, re-
spectively."
Guin said, "Deaths due to heatstroke 
is more significant, compared to 
deaths due to cold exposure, albeit 
recording an upward trend."
Co-author Nandita Bhan from the 
school of public health and human 
development at O P Jindal Global 
University, said the results highlight 
the urgent need of heat and cold ac-
tion plans for vulnerable states.
"Several states in India are devel-
oping heat action plans that can 
provide relief through innovative 
built environment initiatives, and 
these need study as well as scale-
up, including expanding cold ac-
tion plans across more vulnerable 

states," Bhan said.
Previous studies have largely 
looked at health impacts of ex-
treme temperatures in developed 
countries and one-off events, such 
as a heatwave, rather than look-
ing at low- and middle-income 
countries, the researchers said.
They added that with India expe-

riencing temperature extremes 
each year, it is important to know 
places most at risk, which can 
help in designing measures to 
keep population safe.
A recently published study in the 
journal Nature Communications 
showed that 'rapid flips' in tem-
peratures - a switch between hot 
and cold extremes in a relatively 
short time - have increased in 60 
per cent of the world's areas over 
the past 60 years.
It said that because of the lim-
ited time available to adapt to 
temperature changes, these flips 
could magnify the negative ef-
fects of hot and cold extremes on 
societies and nature, impacting 
humans and animals, infrastruc-
ture and agriculture.

fko
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Closed )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open )
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 4: 08

ZUHR 12:28

ASR 5: 18

Magrib 7:18

ISHA 8: 49

HIJRI 

CALENDAR

05  Zil-Qadah

1446

•	 1515- Persian Gulf: Portugese fleet occupies Ormuz
•	 1660- Sweden, Poland, Brandenburg & Austria sign 

Peace of Oliva
•	 1678-French conquering fleet at Curacao, 1200 die
•	 1715- Edmund Halley observes total eclipse 

phenomenon "Baily's Beads"
•	 1830-1st regular steam train passenger service 

starts
•	 1919-Afghanistan Emir Amanoellah begins war 

against Great Britain
•	 1928- Japanese atrocities in Jinan, China.
•	 1938- Vatican recognizes Franco-Spain
•	 1939- The All India Forward Bloc is formed by Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose.
•	 1941-German air raid on Liverpool
•	 1942- Japanese troop attack Tulagi, Gavutu & 

Tanambogo, Solomon Islands during WWII
•	 1945- Allies arrests German nuclear physics Werner 

Heisenberg
•	 1945- British troop join in Rangoon
•	 1945- WWII: German ship "Cap Arcona" laden with 

prisoners sunk by Royal Air Force in East Sea, 5,800 
killed - one of largest maritime losses of life

•	 1946- International military tribunal in Tokyo begins
•	 1947- New post-war Japanese constitution goes 

into effect.

This Day In History

‘No Limit On Student 
Half-Fare Concession On 
JKRTC, Smart City Buses’

Agencies

From KO Archives

Tsunami Theory Has 
‘Support’ In Kashmir
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR -  The report on April 17 that a 
retired Atomic Energy Department scientist 
had attributed the Asian tsunami to plane-
tary alignment has come as a boost for those 

who believe that cosmic changes influence events 
on earth.

A Kashmiri Naqash Ghulam Jeelani who says 
he has written about the phenomenon of interplan-
etary and cosmic forces having a bearing on what 
happens on earth as far back as IW1, feels vindicated 
by the report. Also, he takes issue with the view by 
some scientists

I hat (he earthquake which caused the Asian tsu-
nami might have changed the earth's spin, Naqash 
says: "My point is that if at all there is a connect ion be-
tween earth's spin, wobble, axial till and the tsunami, 
then the wobble, or change in spin or axial tilt must 
have occurred first, causing the Asian tsunami."

"Because, primarily my opinion is based on the 
observation that cosmic changes or forces, and in-
terplanetary changes affect intra-planetary activi-
ties and phenomena." 

Naqash says that he has neither the resources 
nor the equipment to collect data about natural di-
sasters but his opinion stems, among other things, 
from "observations" about the varying frequency of 
incidence of events such as earthquakes, appearance 
of comets, cyclones and formation and extinction of 
geographical features, "which have sometimes oc-
curred at a high rate of movement and sometimes at 
a comparatively low rate."

Paramahatnsa Tewari, the retired Atomic En-
ergy Department scientist, had said that his conclu-
sion about the causes of the tsunami stems from his 
theory that all spinning cosmic objects including the 
sun develop electric fields that repel each other.

According to Tewari on December 26, 2004 whcn 
the Saturn, Moon. Earth and the Sun were perfectly 
aligned, there was an imbalance of these electrical 
forces on Earth, because the repulsive force due to 
Sal urn was reduced as it as shielded by the Moon 
which does not spin, while the Sun, which was on 
the other side exerted its force on Earth.

Tewari had said that the imbalance pushed solid 
earth away from the sun causing sc water to over-
flow due to its fluidity, causing the tsunami.

 (Kashmir Observer, 03 May, 2005)
AB
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PUBLIC NOTICE

I want to change my name in my aadhar card bearing no  2565 4994 
5344 from  Saika Salam (old name ) to Hafsa Shakeel (New name).
  If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file them in 
the concerned office within seven days. After that no objection shall 
be entertained.
Hafsa shakeel
R/O :-  kral teng Anantnag jvd

PUBLIC NOTICE

The name of my daughter has been wrongly written in her adhaar 
card as Muskana Jan while her correct name is Muskan Manzoor 
which needs to be corrected.      If anybody has any objection in this 
regard he/she may file them in the concerned office within seven 
days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Manzoor Ahmad Dar 
F/O Muskan Manzoor  fko
R/o Chukar Tehsil Kunzer

Amid Gusty Winds, Boat 
Capsizes In Dal Lake
One Fisherman Rescued, Another Missing

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A boat carrying two fish-
ermen capsized in the Dal Lake 
near Duck Park on Friday after-
noon, triggering a massive rescue 
operation that had to be suspended 
later in the evening due to poor vis-
ibility and fading light.

The incident occurred dur-
ing gusty winds that caught the 
fishermen off guard. According 
to officials, their boat was over-
whelmed by the sudden weather 
change and overturned near 
Duck Park.

“The two fishermen jumped 
into the water in an attempt to 
save themselves,” an official 
said. “One of them, identified as 
Abdul Majeed Khosa, son of Mo-
hammad Sultan Khosa, a resi-
dent of Rainawari, Srinagar, was 
rescued immediately.”

However, the second indi-
vidual, Taufeeq Ahmad Chopan 
(24), son of Ghulam Mohammad 
Chopan of Chopan Mohalla, 
Rainawari, remains missing de-
spite extensive efforts through-
out the day.

The rescue operation, which 
involved the State Disaster Re-

sponse Force (SDRF), divers, and 
specialised rescue boats, scoured 
the area thoroughly. An SDRF of-
ficial confirmed that despite de-
ploying specialised equipment, 
no trace of the missing person 
had been found by nightfall.

“As darkness set in, the op-
eration was suspended due to 
limited underwater visibility 
and poor lighting conditions,” 
the official said. “The rescue 
teams will resume the search 
at first light tomorrow (Satur-
day) morning to ensure all ef-
forts are exhausted in locating 
the individual.”

Agencies

Srinagar: A recent Right To 
Information (RTI) reply has 
clarified longstanding confu-
sion regarding the student 
half-fare concession on Jam-
mu and Kashmir Road Trans-
port Corporation (JKRTC) and 
Smart City buses across the 
union territory.

Social activist Shahid 
Shafi from Chakoora Pulwa-
ma had sought clarity after 
reports, supported by some 
drivers and district General 
Managers, that only five stu-
dents per bus could avail of 
the concession.

The RTI response from the 
JKRTC, clearly states that there 
is no rule limiting the number 
of students eligible for a half-
fare on a single bus. "The only 
requirement is a valid college 
or school identity card; no ad-
ditional paperwork or permis-
sions are necessary," it said.

Contrary to circulating 
rumours, students are not as-
signed reserved or fixed seats. 
The concession applies univer-
sally to any seat, provided the 
student presents a valid ID, the 
response added.

Since the scheme's intro-
duction in June 2017, JKRTC 
has issued directives instruct-
ing bus staff and managers to 
honour the half-fare conces-
sion without restrictions.

The department also clari-

fied that students who are 
denied their benefit can file 
a complaint directly with the 
General Manager (Operations) 
at JKRTC, M A Road, Srinagar.

Interestingly, records 
show no official grievances 
in the past three years, which 
might indicate either a lack of 
awareness among students or a 
reluctance to report issues.

The department reassured 
that every genuine student pre-
senting a valid ID is entitled to 
the half-fare, regardless of how 
many other students are trav-
elling on the same bus. Passen-
gers facing denial of the benefit 
or being charged full fare are 
advised to note the details of the 
bus, such as route number, date 
and time, and report the inci-
dent to the GM (Operations).

The scheme also extends 
concessions to categories like 
differently-abled persons, 
war widows, and HIV/AIDS 
patients, each with specific 
documentation guidelines. For 
example, children up to three 
years old are exempt from 
fare calculations, while chil-
dren aged three to twelve are 
charged half the fare. Fifty per 
cent of the seats in all state-reg-
istered stage carriage vehicles 
are reserved for women and 
persons with disabilities, with 
provisions allowing other pas-
sengers to occupy these seats if 
vacant, and no fare is charged 
for mobility aids like wheel-
chairs and tricycles—(KNO)

SKIMS Achieves Milestone With 
First Successful Fetoreduction Procedure
Observer News Service

Srinagar:  SKIMS MC & Hospital 
achieved a major milestone by 
successfully conducting its first 
Fetoreduction procedure, per-
formed through a seamless collab-
oration between the Departments 
of Radiodiagnisis and Gynaecol-
ogy.Team of Department of Radio-
diagnosis and a team of Gynaeco-
logists jointly decreased 2 fetuses 
in  quadruple pregnancy to two to 
decrease the risk to mother and 

other two fetuses.
HOD, Radiodiagnosis said 

that Fetoreduction is a delicate 
and specialized intervention 
aimed at improving outcomes in 
high-risk multiple pregnancies. 
He elaborated that fetal reduc-
tion is a medical procedure used 
when a woman is pregnant with 
more than two babies, like trip-
lets or more. To lower the risk 
to the mother's health and help 
the remaining babies grow better 
and healthier, doctors may re-

duce the number of babies, usu-
ally to two. This helps increase 
the chances of a safer and more 
successful pregnancy for both 
the mother and the babies.

Principal SKIMS MC  Be-
mina congratulated and appre-
ciated the team for achieving 
the milestone in fetoreduction 
with an excellent outcome. This 
landmark success reinforces 
our commitment to delivering 
high-quality, patient-centered 
healthcare , he added.

Javid Dar Assesses Functioning Of 
Sheep Breeding Farm Khimber

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Minister for Agri-
culture Production Depart-
ment, Rural Development & 
Panchayati Raj, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, today visited Sheep Breed-
ing Farm (SBF) Khimber here 
to assess the functioning of the 
facility and inspect the newly 
introduced Texel sheep breed 
imported from Australia.

 MLA Hazratbal, Salman 
Ali Sagar; Director Sheep Hus-
bandry Kashmir, Rafiq Ahmad 
and other senior officers of the 
department also accompanied 
the Minister during the visit.

While inspecting the facil-
ity, the Minister said, “The Tex-

el sheep breed will emerge as a 
revolutionary force in the live-
stock industry in J&K. Its intro-
duction offers tremendous po-
tential for transforming sheep 
rearing practices, enhancing 
productivity, and ultimately 
improving the livelihoods of 
our farming community.”

He directed the concerned 
officers to organize awareness 
camps to educate farmers on 
the benefits and management 
practices associated with the 
Texel breed. He highlighted that 
the awareness camps will serve 
as vital platforms to dissemi-
nate technical know-how and 
improve adoption of scientific 
sheep husbandry practices.
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What We Did To The Water
Once a place where water was treated with sacred reverence, 
Kashmir now swims in filth. Our environmental decay 
reflects a deeper, moral unravelling.

Dr. Ashraf Zainabi 

I 
remember my grandfather 
standing by the brook for ablu-
tion, careful not to spit the rinse 
water back into the stream. Even 

while refilling his hukka, he would 
step away from the water to empty 
the residue elsewhere. He wasn’t a 
man of degrees, but he carried a rare 
wisdom—an unspoken reverence for 
the land and its lifelines. That con-
sciousness, that instinctive respect 
for nature, was in his blood.

Today, I look around and wonder: where did 

it all go?

We seem to have lost something 
elemental. It’s not just the rivers or 
lakes that are choking, it’s our mor-
al fibre. Once considered paradise, 
Kashmir is now comfortably coexist-
ing with garbage on the streets, plas-
tic in the rivers, and sewage in the 
air. Filth has become ordinary. Unno-
ticed. Unchallenged.

The River Jhelum, the artery 
that runs through the Valley, is dy-
ing silently. From Anantnag to Uri, 
untreated sewage, plastic, pesticides, 
even animal carcasses are dumped 
straight into its waters. We all know 
it. Few seem to care. Once sacred, 
Jhelum is now an open drain. Who 
did this? We did. All of us.

Even those with the means to 
change things have stepped back. The 
educated elite who sip bottled water 
at home speak of environmentalism 
in panel discussions. Government of-
ficials publish reports from behind 
their desks, rarely venturing out to 
see the rot for themselves. Climate 
seminars are held in five-star hotels 
while drains overflow just outside 
their gates.

The Jal Jeevan Mission has 
brought taps to homes. But what 
flows through them is often far from 
clean. Water from polluted streams 
and nallahs is lifted directly into sup-
ply tanks with little to no filtration. 
“Har Ghar Jal” might be true. “Shudh 
Jal”? Not quite. And now, doctors are 
seeing the result: rising cases of liver 
disease, kidney failure, and infec-
tions tied to contaminated water.

Where is the outrage?
We rely on spreadsheets and san-

itized data, but rivers don’t speak 
in numbers. They scream through 
their stench. They plead through 
their stillness. And yet, there is si-
lence, from officials, civil society, 
and religious leaders alike. NGOs 
chase foreign grants. Universities 
stay quiet beyond research papers. 
Mosques are cleaned for prayer, but 
the streets outside are left littered 
with garbage.

How did we reach a point where 
it’s acceptable to dump kitchen 
waste, plastic wrappers, and even 
sanitary pads into our water bod-

ies? What moral high ground can a 
society claim when it treats its life-
lines like landfills?

We don’t just need laws. We need 
a shift in consciousness. Every school 
must teach that cleanliness is not 
someone else's job. Every adult must 
feel shame, not resignation, in the face 
of dirt. Our leaders must do more than 
post selfies from ‘clean-up’ drives.

Let’s take bold steps. Recognise 
Jhelum as a living entity with rights. 
Enforce strict penalties for polluters. 
Name them. Shame them. Create dis-

trict-level river protection forces. Let 
mohallas adopt streams. Let colleges 
clean canals. Let this be personal.

Because this isn’t just about the 
environment anymore. It’s about 
who we are becoming. If we lose our 
rivers, we lose our reflection. And 
if we keep walking past filth in si-
lence, we are not victims of decay. 
We are its agents.

The clock is ticking. Let this be 
our moment of return.

Writer is a Chadoora-based 
teacher-researcher. 

Arshid Qalmi

I
n Kashmir’s tuition-laden evenings, 
where streetlights blur into the glow of 
cram-school signboards, a quiet emer-
gency is taking shape. It has no curfews, 

no slogans, no headlines. But it’s real, and it’s 
claiming young minds every day.

At the centre of this crisis is a single 
figure: the student score.

In classrooms and homes across the Val-
ley, children are being measured, compared, 
and judged by the marks they secure in 
exams. High grades mean praise, pride, and 
future prospects. Anything less, even an 89%, 
invites questions, disappointment, silence.

The stakes are clear. In a region with po-
litical instability and limited jobs, academic 
success is seen as the safest way forward. Par-
ents, often with the best intentions, tie their 
child’s worth to board results and entrance 
ranks. Careers in medicine and engineering 
dominate aspirations. Failure is seen not as 
part of learning, but as a personal flaw.

And the pressure begins early.
By age ten, children know their fam-

ily’s hopes depend on their scores. At 
thirteen, many are enrolled in coaching 
centres that run longer than the school 
day. By sixteen, they speak of percent-
ages the way others speak of weather, 
unavoidable and often grim.

This system doesn’t just chase excellence. 
It crushes variation.

A student who writes poetry, sketches, 
plays football, or codes in silence is told to 
“focus.” Schools hang banners with top-
pers’ photos, while those struggling are left 
behind, both literally and emotionally. Few 
schools have trained counsellors. Fewer 
still have time for students who don’t fit the 
academic mould.

Psychologists across Kashmir say they’ve 
seen a sharp rise in students with anxiety, 
depression, panic attacks, and insomnia — 
many tied directly to academic stress. Chil-

dren as young as eleven report symptoms. 
Some are placed on medication just to survive 
the school year.

And in tragic cases, the pressure 
turns fatal.

Over the past few years, multiple student 
suicides in the Valley have been linked to 
poor academic performance. The notes they 
leave behind speak not of laziness or rebel-
lion, but of shame. The system made them 
believe they had failed at life — for not top-
ping an exam.

Inside schools, there’s little relief. Teach-
ers, themselves under pressure from boards 
and parents, often reinforce grade-based 
hierarchies. A student’s value is discussed 
through their rank, not their effort. Many 
children, struggling silently, drop out emo-
tionally long before they do on paper.

There are glimpses of hope. A few educa-
tors are trying to shift focus from perfor-
mance to potential. Some parents are learning 
to ask better questions. But these efforts are 
scattered and slow.

What Kashmir needs is a fundamental 
change in how success is seen.

Children are not percentile machines. 
They are people, with uneven talents, differ-
ent speeds, and rich inner worlds. Not all of 
them will top physics. Some will build things. 
Some will write. Some will listen better than 
they speak. That should be enough.

Mental health cannot be a luxury. It must 
be part of the curriculum, the culture, and the 
conversation. Parents need support, too, not 
just to help children score better, but to help 
them stay whole.

The tragedy is not that a child fails an 
exam. It’s that they start to believe they are a 
failure.

In Kashmir’s race for marks, it’s time 
to ask: Are we raising toppers — or are 
we raising children?

Writer can be reached out 
at aqalmi303@gmail.com

The Tyranny of Marks
In Kashmir, academic pressure is warping childhoods 
and wrecking mental health. Behind every topper's name 
on a wall, there are students quietly falling apart.

Javid Amin

I
magine scrimping and saving to send 
your child to school, hoping they’ll 
learn, grow, and chase their dreams. 
Now picture that school turning into 

a money-hungry machine, demanding cash 
you don’t have while punishing your child 
for your empty wallet. This is the reality 
for parents across Kashmir, where private 
schools are squeezing families dry with sky-
rocketing fees and ruthless tactics.

The problem starts with fee hikes that 
hit like a punch to the gut. Schools announce 
hikes without warning, slapping vague 
labels like “technology fund” or “mainte-
nance charge” on the bills. A father in Sri-
nagar told me his daughter’s school 
raised fees by 20% last year, citing 
“infrastructure upgrades.” He’s still 
waiting to see a single new desk.

When parents can’t keep up, 
schools turn cruel. They withhold 
report cards, blocking kids from ad-
vancing to the next grade. Teachers 
refuse to check homework or mark 
attendance. Some schools even bar 
students from class activities, leav-
ing them to sit in shame while their 
peers move on. One mother in Gan-
derbal described her son coming 
home in tears after his teacher an-
nounced his unpaid fees in front of 
the class. He’s 10 years old.

It gets worse. Some schools demand pay-
ment for the entire year upfront, even if a 
family plans to withdraw their child. It’s a 
trap, forcing parents to fork over thousands 
of rupees for services they won’t use. Many, 
already stretched thin by Kashmir’s high 
cost of living, take desperate measures. 
They work extra jobs, borrow from rela-
tives, or skip meals to scrape together the 
cash. Still, they’re made to feel like failures.

The emotional toll on children is heart-
breaking. Kids live in fear of being singled 
out for their parents’ struggles. Their confi-
dence crumbles, their grades slip, and their 
mental health suffers. Education, meant to 
spark hope and ambition, becomes a source 
of dread. A 12-year-old girl in Baramulla 
told her parents she’d rather quit school 
than face another day of humiliation. No 
child should feel this way.

This isn’t just unfair. It’s illegal. Laws 
in Jammu and Kashmir forbid schools from 
withholding results or denying educational 
services over unpaid fees. Yet these rules 
gather dust while schools act with impunity. 
Parents who complain to education boards or 
local officials often get shrugs or empty prom-
ises. The system, it seems, is complicit.

A 2024 survey by a local parents’ group 
found that 78% of private schools in Kash-
mir raised fees without consulting families. 
Nearly half of parents reported their children 
facing harassment over unpaid dues. These 
aren’t just statistics, they’re families pushed 
to the edge, children robbed of their potential.

But parents are fighting back. In Sri-
nagar, dozens rallied outside a prominent 
school last month, holding signs that read, 
“Education, Not Extortion.” Social media 
campaigns are spreading, with hashtags 
like #StopSchoolExtortion gaining trac-
tion. Activists are demanding action: cap 
fee hikes, audit school finances, and en-
force transparency. They want schools to 
prove where the money goes. Because right 
now, it’s anyone’s guess.

The schools, though, wield serious clout. 
Many have ties to powerful figures, mak-
ing reform feel like a pipe dream. They’ve 
turned education into a business, prioritiz-
ing profits over learning. Classrooms that 
should nurture young minds are now battle-
grounds where families fight to survive.

This can’t go on. Kashmir’s children de-
serve better. Education should lift them up, not 
tear them down. Parents, teachers, and commu-
nities must demand accountability. The govern-
ment needs to enforce its own laws, audit school 
budgets, and protect families from this financial 
abuse. Media must amplify these voices, shin-
ing a light on the injustice.

As one father put it, “They’re not just 
taking our money, they’re stealing our kids’ 
futures.” He’s right. 

Every day without change, another 
child’s dreams slip away. Kashmir’s schools 
must return to their purpose: empowering 
the next generation, not exploiting them. 
The fight for fair education is a fight for jus-
tice. It’s time to win it.

Views expressed in this article are 
author's own and don't necessarily reflect 

KO's editorial policy.

Education or Extortion?
Many private schools in Kashmir are hiking fees, withholding 
grades, and shaming kids to squeeze money from families. 
Parents are fighting back, but will anyone listen?

Kashmir's Unseen Burden
Mental health isn’t just depression or anxiety, it’s the hidden 
battles beneath the surface, waiting to be uncovered.

Musaib Bilal

F
or a long time, I thought I was 
only anxious. I had the signs: rac-
ing thoughts, sleepless nights, 
the panicked second-guessing of 

every choice. Some days I felt like I was 
drowning. Other days, it was like I had a 
drummer in my chest, beating a war song 
no one else could hear.

But depression and anxiety were 
only symptoms. I didn’t realize some-
thing deeper was running the show.

It was my mentor who said it 
first: “You’re not just anxious. You’re 
ashamed.”

Shame? The word stung. I hadn’t 
done anything disgraceful. I wasn’t 
hiding a scandal. What did I have to 
be ashamed of?

It took me six months to even con-
sider it. But slowly, through therapy, 
I saw what I had never wanted to look 
at. Shame doesn’t always wear a name 
tag. It hides in small moments. Being 
ignored. Being overlooked. Failing. 
Losing. Shame was there, whisper-
ing that I wasn’t good enough. That I 
never would be.

It rewrote my past. It told me that 
every broken friendship was my fault. 
That every academic stumble proved I 
was a fraud. Even when I succeeded, I 
thought I had fooled people into think-
ing I was worth something.

So I did what many do. I chased 
perfection. I told myself if I worked 
harder, got better and kept it together, 
I could outrun that whisper.

But perfectionism is a trap. No 
matter how much I achieved, I was 
still terrified of failure. And when I 
did fail, shame said, “I told you so.” 
I didn’t need anyone else to tear me 
down. I was doing it myself.

Eventually, I started to avoid try-
ing. If I didn’t try, I couldn’t fail. But I 
also couldn’t grow. So I stayed stuck, 
in a cycle of overachieving, self-sabo-
taging, and quietly falling apart.

Shame also shaped how I loved. I 
wanted people close but feared they'd 
see through me. I feared being too 
much. I feared being left.

In Kashmir, there’s pressure to 
stay strong. Crying is weakness. Ther-
apy is for the broken. If you see a ther-
apist, people think it must be because 
of a breakup. They laugh. They call 
you crazy. They say, “Pagal hai kya?”

But therapy saved me. It helped 

me name what was unspoken.
Some people come to therapy for 

loss. Some come for failure. Some 
come because their minds don’t work 
the way the world wants them to: 
ADHD, autism, mood disorders. But 

instead of support, they get shame.
No one shames a diabetic for need-

ing insulin. But say you need a thera-
pist, and people act like you’ve failed 
at being human.

We carry so much silently. We 
walk around with past wounds 
dressed as bad habits. Sometimes we 
don’t even know they’re wounds. We 
just bleed on the people around us.

I wore fake confidence for years. 
I was scared someone would see the 
truth. But healing started when I let 
myself be seen.

Shame is a lie that says you have 
to earn your worth. But the truth is 
simple: you are already enough.

Mental health isn’t just about 
naming a diagnosis. It’s about nam-
ing what’s underneath. In my case, it 
was shame.

It shaped how I saw myself, 
how I moved through the world, 
how I reached, or didn’t, for the 
things I wanted.

The path to healing isn’t straight. 
But it starts with honesty. With pull-
ing the shame out from the dark. With 
letting ourselves be soft in a world 
that teaches us to harden.

I’m still learning. Still failing. 
Still healing.

But every time I name what I used 
to hide, I feel a little freer.

The writer is a postgraduate student 
of psychology based in Kashmir.

It took me six 
months to even consider 

it. But slowly, through 

therapy, I saw what I 

had never wanted to 

look at. Shame doesn’t 

always wear a name 

tag. It hides in small 

moments. Being ignored. 

Being overlooked. Failing. 

Losing. Shame was there, 

whispering that I wasn’t 

good enough. That I 

never would be.

The River Jhelum, the artery that runs through 
the Valley, is dying silently. From Anantnag to Uri, 
untreated sewage, plastic, pesticides, even animal 
carcasses are dumped straight into its waters. We all 
know it. Few seem to care. Once sacred, Jhelum is now 
an open drain. Who did this? We did. All of us.
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This Kashmiri Is Digging Deep to Rewire Global Agriculture

Soil Scam
In Kashmir, earthworms are quietly healing the soil, but 
fake compost threatens their work.

Kashmir's Pollination Hero
In the quiet of Kashmir’s dawn, one man’s love for bees 
revived a valley’s fading apple groves.

Dr. Waseem Ahmad

D
r. Manzoor Ahmad Par-
ray walks softly through 
Kashmir orchards, where 

morning mist curls like a whis-
pered secret. The air hums with 
the buzz of bees, and apple trees 
stretch their blossom-laden arms 
toward snow-capped peaks. This 
serenity masks a struggle that 
nearly silenced the valley’s pulse. 
For years, Dr. Parray has been its 
quiet savior.

Kashmir’s orchards, the heart 
of its economy, were once fading. 
Apples dwindled as barren trees 
stood empty. Farmers watched 
helplessly as their future withered.

The cause was simple: the bees 
had vanished. Without their pol-
lination, blossoms couldn’t bear 
fruit. Without fruit, the orchards 
faced ruin.

Dr. Parray, an entomologist with 
over thirty years of dedication to 
insects, refused to accept defeat.

He saw the bees’ absence not 
as nature’s failure, but as a world 
changing too quickly for them to 
adapt. The land still had life to 
give; it just needed guidance.

He began by experimenting 
with hand pollination, patiently 
brushing pollen from flower to 

flower. It was slow, but it worked.
Then came bouquet pollination, 

clustering blooms to lure bees 
back. Slowly, apples returned to 
the branches, and the buzz of bees 
filled the air once more. Hope 
bloomed with it.

But Dr. Parray knew revival 
wasn’t enough. He envisioned a 
valley in harmony with bees, a 
landscape where they could thrive.

He mapped seasonal blooms, 
tracking where and when bees 
would be most active. Like a conduc-

tor, he moved hives in sync with the 
flowers, creating a balance between 
the bees, the blooms, and the people.

No one had attempted this 
before.

He shared his knowledge with 
farmers, students, and anyone 
willing to learn. These weren’t mere 
lessons, they were acts of creation. 
People planted, pollinated, and 
worked side by side with him.

Slowly, a new generation of 
beekeepers was born, grounded in 
a deeper understanding of nature.

From this labor came Shalimar 
Honey, a golden product that cap-
tured the essence of Kashmir’s flow-
ers. Its pure sweetness spread far be-
yond the valley, but it was more than 
just honey. It was proof that Kashmir 
still had beauty to offer, that the land 
could still give. For farmers, it was a 
new source of pride.

Dr. Parray seeks no spotlight. 
Fame and awards mean little to him. 
His reward is the valley’s pulse: or-
chards alive with apples, bees hum-
ming, and farmers smiling.

As he walks the orchard paths, 
notebook in hand, he sees his 
work reflected in every blossom, 
every harvest.

The world may not know his 
name, but the land does. The bees 
do. And that is enough.

By Javaid Ahmad Mir

I
n the apple orchards of Shopi-
an, where mountain air smells 
of blossoms and earth, some-

thing small but powerful is at 
work. Earthworms, quietly bur-
rowing through cow dung and 
kitchen waste, are reviving tired 
soil and restoring hope to Kash-
mir’s farmers. But as this organic 
revolution gathers momentum, 
it’s being quietly undercut by 
fake compost disguised as the 
real thing.

Like much of India, Kashmir’s 
soil has suffered under decades 
of chemical farming. The Green 
Revolution promised abundance, 
but over time, synthetic fertiliz-
ers drained the land of life. Fields 
hardened. Yields plateaued. Costs 
soared. In recent years, desperate 
for alternatives, farmers turned 
to a simple, ancient practice: ver-
micomposting.

It works like this. Earthworms, 
tiny creatures like Eisenia fetida, 
feed on organic matter and pro-
duce vermicast, a rich, crumbly 
compost teeming with benefi-
cial microbes. Unlike regular ma-
nure or chemical fertilizers, true 
vermicompost heals the soil. It 
improves structure, balances 
pH, boosts nutrients, and helps 
crops resist disease. It also of-
fers a sustainable way to manage 

biodegradable waste in a region 
where agriculture and ecology 
are tightly entwined.

I’ve seen its promise firsthand. 
In Shopian, women’s self-help 
groups and smallholder farmers 
are using vermicompost to bring 
dead soil back to life. Their vegeta-
bles are greener, their trees fuller, 
their fields softer underfoot. This 
isn’t just farming, it’s repair.

But the process isn’t easy. Mak-
ing genuine vermicompost takes 
months. It needs the right mois-
ture, temperature, and time. It’s 
labor-intensive and costs up to 
70% more than shortcuts. And 
that’s where the trouble begins.

To cash in on rising demand, 
some producers are skipping the 
worms entirely. They use acids, 
water pressure, or machine pro-
cessing to break down waste, 
then market it as vermicom-
post. It looks similar, but it lacks 
the microbial vitality of the real 
thing. These fake versions cost 
less and sell more. Many farm-
ers, unaware of the difference, 
buy them, believing they're in-
vesting in soil health.

But when results disappoint, 
trust in vermicomposting itself 
erodes. The damage runs deep. 
Honest producers—those who 
work patiently and responsibly—
can’t compete. The market gets 
flooded with cheap imitations, and 

the very practice that could trans-
form Kashmir’s soil is discredited.

The government has done well 
to promote vermicomposting in 
principle. But that’s no longer 
enough. We need action. Start 
with clear standards: define what 
qualifies as true vermicompost, 
and how it's made. Mandate prop-
er labeling and traceability. Certify 
genuine producers and audit big 
buyers, like orchard owners. And 
run awareness campaigns so that 
farmers know what they’re buy-
ing, and why it matters.

Because this isn’t just about 
compost. It’s about protecting 
rural livelihoods, restoring trust 
in organic farming, and defend-
ing a low-cost, high-impact tool 
for ecological recovery. In Kash-
mir, where land is not just prop-
erty but legacy, we cannot afford 
to lose this battle.

The earthworm doesn’t hurry. 
Its work is slow, quiet, and exact-
ing. But the results are transforma-
tive. We owe it to our soil, and to 
those who care for it, to match that 
diligence with honesty and regula-
tion. Let’s protect what’s real, be-
fore the fakes bury the future.

Javaid Ahmad Mir is Dis-
trict Programme Manager with 
JKRLM in Shopian, where he 
works with farmers and wom-
en’s groups to promote sustain-
able agriculture.

HE SAW THE BEES’ 

ABSENCE NOT AS 

NATURE’S FAILURE, 
but as a world 
changing too quickly 
for them to adapt. 
The land still had life 
to give; it just needed 
guidance. 

Aashiq Hussain Andrabi

D
r Tavseef Shah is not your 
typical startup founder. 
Trained as an environ-

mental engineer in Germany, he 
turned away from a career in steel 
to focus on soil. Specifically, how 
the Earth’s most overlooked eco-
system—our agricultural land—
can be healed using AI, agroecol-
ogy, and the wisdom of farmers.

Shah, who grew up in Kashmir 
and now serves as COO of CinSOIL, 
works at the nexus of science, 
policy, and technology. His start-
up builds AI tools to monitor soil 
carbon stocks—an innovation that 
could fast-track the adoption of 
regenerative agriculture globally.

With over a decade in re-
search and policy, including 
stints with the UN FAO and 
WWF, Shah has become a key 
voice on the future of food, 
farming, and climate action.

We caught up with him to 
talk about systems thinking, the 
promise of carbon farming, and 
why he believes farmers—not cor-
porations—are best placed to lead 
climate action.

You trained as an engineer. 
What pulled you into 
agroecology?

I always wanted to work on 
tangible problems—that led me 
to engineering. But during my 
master’s in Germany, I visited 
Kashmir and witnessed the 2014 
floods. That experience was trans-
formative. I began to think more 
systemically—how agriculture, 
land use, and climate are deeply 
connected. That eventually led me 
into agroecology.

Was Kashmir’s agricultural 
culture an influence growing 
up?

Not really at first. But the floods 
changed my perspective. I spoke 
with professors about what hap-
pened and started to see the 
links—how poor land use could 

exacerbate disasters. Later, I did 
my field research in Kashmir, 
which helped shape my focus on 
soil and regenerative farming.

CinSOIL uses AI to track soil 
carbon. How does it work?

It’s a digital tool that estimates 
and monitors soil carbon stocks 
using satellite data. The aim is to 
support farmers in adopting car-
bon farming—practices that store 
more carbon in the soil, reducing 
agriculture’s climate footprint. 

We provide decision support for 
projects that want to scale this 
approach.

What’s holding back carbon 
farming from wider adoption?

The bottleneck is measurement. 
Without data, it’s hard to verify 
outcomes and reward farmers. 
Our tool helps solve that. But 
adoption also needs trust, educa-
tion, and incentives, especially in 
smallholder-dominated regions 
like Kashmir.

Why does carbon farming mat-
ter for Asia?

Asia’s agrifood systems are huge 
emitters. If we shift them towards 
regeneration, the impact could be 
massive. In Kashmir and similar 
regions, it could make agriculture 
part of the climate solution, not 
just the problem.

You've worked with UN 
agencies and global think tanks. 
What lessons could shape 
Kashmir’s farm policies?

The biggest difference is how 
farmers are treated. In the EU, 
farmers are seen as ecosystem 
stewards and can be paid for that. 
In South Asia, they’re often viewed 
as burdens. But there are some 
promising projects that show al-
ternatives are possible—sustain-
able, profitable, and scalable.

How can tech like AI or remote 
sensing support small farmers?

Traditional cues—weather pat-
terns, soil health, water—are no 

longer predictable. At the same 
time, younger generations are 
losing interest in farming. Digital 
tools can help fill that gap: by of-
fering decision support, fostering 
peer learning, and making agri-
culture more adaptive and data-
driven.

Regenerative practices come 
with risk. What would make 
farmers more willing to try 
them?

Margins are already razor-thin. 
That’s why policy incentives and 
income diversification are crucial. 
If farmers can earn from compost-
ing, or biochar, or even ecosys-
tem services, the risks become 
manageable. It’s not about teach-
ing them agriculture—it’s about 
equipping them for new realities.

You advocate for insetting over 
offsetting. Why?

Offsetting lets polluters pay 
others to clean up. It doesn’t fix 
the root problem. Insetting, on 
the other hand, means compa-
nies take responsibility within 
their own value chains. That’s 
how real decarbonisation hap-
pens—by transforming how we 
produce, not just compensating 
for emissions.

Any advice for young scientists 
or startups in agriculture?

Starting something new is nev-
er easy, and the opportunity costs 
are real. But the moral clarity you 
get from solving real-world prob-
lems is worth it. If you're studying 
agriculture, you could be shaping 
the future of food. If it's sustain-
ability, you're safeguarding the 
planet’s life systems. Keep learn-
ing, stay adaptable, and always 
stay close to the problem.

What’s next for CinSOIL?
We’re still early stage, learning 

as we go. Over the next few years, 
we aim to scale carbon farming 
projects across Europe and—even-
tually—explore other regions.
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Kashmir Hit

guard when their boat capsized 
near Duck Park during sudden gusts. 
One of them, Abdul Majeed Khosa, 
was rescued, while the other, 24-year-
old Taufeeq Ahmad Chopan, remains 
missing.

Rescue teams from SDRF and local 
divers launched an operation, but the 
search was called off late in the eve-
ning due to low visibility. “Despite ex-
tensive efforts, there were no signs of 
the missing person. The operation will 
resume with first light on Saturday,” 
an SDRF official said.

SC Halts Deportation
If petitioners are dissatisfied by 

the final decision, they can approach 
J&K&L HC. Order not to be treated as 
precedent,” the bench said.

The family, which lives in Kashmir 
and whose sons work in Bengaluru, 
faced deportation to Pakistan fol-
lowing the Pahalgam terror attack in 
which 26 people lost their lives.

Observing that the issue involves a 
human angle, the bench gave the fam-
ily the liberty to approach the Jammu 
and Kashmir high court in case they 
are aggrieved by the document verifi-
cation order.

Advocate Nanda Kishore, appearing 
for the family, claimed they had valid 
passports and Aadhaar cards.

He said the family members in 
Srinagar were bundled into a jeep 
and ferried the Wagah border and 
now were at the “threshold of being 
thrown out of the country”.

The bench while directing the au-
thorities to verify all the documents 
said that a decision be taken at the ear-
liest, though no time limit was fixed.

Justice Kant asked the petitioner’s 
counsel, “How did the father come 
to India? You have said he was in 
Pakistan.”

Kishore said he came to India in 
1987 on a valid visa and surrendered 
the Pakistani passport at the border.

One of the sons, who was appear-
ing virtually, claimed the father came 
to India from Muzaffarabad, from the 
other side of Kashmir.

Solicitor general Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre, said it would 
be appropriate that the petitioners ap-
proach the authorities concerned first 
so that their claims were verified.

“Let them approach the authorities,” 
Mehta said while assuring the bench 
that no coercive action would be taken 
against them till a decision  was ar-
rived at on the documents.

“It was a case, where these peo-
ple have overstayed the visa,” he 

submitted.
The bench, however, said the oral 

undertaking might pave way to 
uncertainties.

The top court was hearing a plea by 
Ahmed Tarek Butt and his five family 
members who claimed they were de-
tained and taken to the Wagah border 
for deportation to Pakistan despite 
having valid Indian documents.

The bench noted that following the 
Pahalgam attack, the Centre in a no-
tification dated April 25 has revoked 
the visa of Pakistani nationals except 
for those provided in the order itself 
and gave a specific timeline for their 
deportation.

Cross-border
most recent cross-border shelling 

along the Line of Control (LoC) began 
on April 23, 2025, with unprovoked 
firing from Pakistan reported in the 
Tattapani sector of Poonch.

This marked the start of a series of 
ceasefire violations by Pakistani forc-
es, escalating tensions following the 
Pahalgam terror attack on April 22, 2025, 
which killed 26 people, mostly tourists.

Since then, shelling and small-arms 
fire have continued intermittently, 
with notable incidents reported across 
multiple sectors, including Naushera, 
Sunderbani, Akhnoor, Kupwara, 
Baramulla, and the Pargwal sector 
along the International Border, occur-
ring over several consecutive nights 
up to last night.

It may be recalled that during a ho-
tline conversation on April 30, 2025, 
between the Directors General of 
Military Operations (DGMOs) of India 
and Pakistan, India issued a stern 
warning to Pakistan, reiterating that 
such unprovoked actions violate the 
2003 ceasefire agreement and will not 
be tolerated.

The Indian DGMO emphasized the 
need for Pakistan to adhere to bilateral 
commitments and cease all hostile ac-
tivities along the LoC and IB. (KNO)

India Blocks SM
and former Pakistani cricketers 

including Babar Azam, Mohammad 
Rizwan and Wasim Akram on Friday, 
intensifying its digital crackdown 
on influential personalities across 
the border in the aftermath of the 
Pahalgam terror attack.

The list of restricted accounts also 
includes Test captain Shan Masood, 
pacers Hasan Ali and Naseem Shah, 
batter Imam-ul-Haq, all rounder 
Shadab Khan and former stars Shoaib 
Akhtar and Shahid Afridi.

Additionally, the account of crick-
et captain Imran Khan is also now 

inaccessible in India.
The government had earlier this 

week blocked 16 Pakistani YouTube 
channels for allegedly disseminating 
“false, provocative and communally 
sensitive content” about India and has 
also strongly objected to the BBC’s re-
portage on the Pahalgam attack.

The government’s move follows rec-
ommendations from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs in the wake of the April 
22 terror attack in the upper reaches 
of the Kashmir resort town in which 
26 people, mostly tourists, were killed.

Besides, the Ministry of External 
Affairs will be monitoring the report-
ing of the BBC, which termed terrorists 
as militants, officials had said.

The YouTube channels blocked are 
Dawn News, Irshad Bhatti, SAMAA 
TV, ARY NEWS, BOL NEWS, Raftar, 
The Pakistan Reference, Geo News, 
Samaa Sports, GNN, Uzair Cricket, 
Umar Cheema Exclusive, Asma Shirazi, 
Muneeb Farooq, SUNO News and Razi 
Naama.

IWT- Pak To Issue
constitutional consultations were 

held in response to India’s unilateral 
move, and preliminary groundwork 
has been completed after which it has 
been decided to formally serve a dip-
lomatic notice to India over the sus-
pension of the treaty.

Ties plummeted between India 
and Pakistan following the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 
people. India, among other punitive 
actions, announced to suspend the key 
water accord, signed in 1960, which 
governs water sharing between the 
two countries.

Officials confirmed that the min-
istries of Foreign Affairs, Water 
Resources, and Law have coordinated 
to finalise the process, and a formal no-
tice will be issued to New Delhi in com-
ing days through diplomatic channels.

Sources within the Indus 
Commission said the notice will seek 
concrete explanations from India for 
its suspension of the landmark treaty.

Discussions are also underway to 
lodge formal protests at global forums 
to highlight what Pakistan claims as 
Indian water aggression against it.

Pakistan believes it holds legal pre-
cedence on the treaty and hopes that 
India will be compelled to revisit its 
decision. All actions will be taken fol-
lowing approval from the federal cabi-
net, the Express News added.

J&K Class 12
be out, we had a final meeting that 

evening. But what surfaced online 
was a fake result. It was repeatedly 

clarified on social media that the re-
sult was fake. An FIR was registered 
and the official result was announced 
on April 30 at 2 PM. A press conference 
was held at 1:50 PM before releasing 
the actual results.”

She clarified that any result cir-
culated before this press conference 
was not genuine. Notifications were 
already issued stating that the board 
had not declared the result on April 29.

On the other hand, students ex-
pressed that the leak was a serious 
violation of their privacy and urged 
the board to take stronger measures 
to protect such critical data. While the 
official results were indeed declared 
on April 30, the hacking incident has 
cast serious doubts on the board’s cy-
bersecurity systems.

Now, all eyes are on the cyber police 
investigation and the board’s future 
strategies for data protection.

Congress Seeks
alleged role in the Pahalgam attack 

and urging the government to set a 
fixed timeline for the implementation 
of caste enumeration.

The party is also likely to seek a 
constitutional amendment to remove 
the 50% cap on reservations and push 
for the enforcement of Article 15(5), 
which allows reservations in private 
educational institutions.

Speaking earlier, Rahul Gandhi said 
the perpetrators of the Pahalgam at-
tack — which left 26 people, mostly 
tourists, dead — must be held account-
able, and the Prime Minister should 
respond firmly.

He welcomed the government’s 
recent “sudden” decision to include 
caste enumeration in the next decadal 
census but questioned its intent, stat-
ing, “After 11 years of opposing it, the 
Centre must now fix a timeline for im-
plementation. We don’t want this to go 
the way of the Women’s Reservation 
Bill — passed but not implemented.”

Rahul credited sustained pressure 
from the Congress for the shift in gov-
ernment policy. “The pressure we ap-
plied has worked, but it’s not enough 
to just announce it — there has to be a 
deadline,” he said.

This is the second CWC meeting on 
the issue in recent weeks. The earlier 
meeting, held on April 24, had already 
termed Pakistan as the mastermind 
behind the Pahalgam attack and 
sought strong retaliatory measures.

The Congress also wants the caste 
census to be integrated into the up-
coming national census, with suffi-
cient funding and legal safeguards to 
ensure its timely and effective rollout.

Srinagar Court Drops

permission from Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla dated 28 
February 2025 and 4-hour permit for 
severing liquor in connection with get 
together in favour of Nedous Hotel 
Gulmarg issued by Deputy Excise 
Commissioner (Executive) Kashmir 
Division for demonstrating that no of-
fences as alleged has been committed.

“...two models wearing skimpy 
clothes or swim wear in the broader 
scheme of the event does not attract 
the penal offence of obscenity so far as 
facts disclosed in the complaint per-
tain hence cognizance cannot be taken 
of such offence,” the court said.

Regarding the offence under Section 
299 BNS which proscribes deliberate 
malicious acts, intended to outrage re-
ligious feelings of any class by insult-
ing its religion or religious beliefs, the 
court said, “...section 217 of BNSS, 2023 
states that no court shall take cogni-
zance inter alia of offence under sec-
tion 299 BNS except with the previous 
sanction of the Central Government or 
of the State Government.”

As regards the offence stated to be 
committed by accused under Section 
50-A of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Excise Act 1958 which proscribes 
drinking in public or any place of 
worship. The court said that proviso 
to sub section (2) of section 45 of the 
Act bars the cognizance of offence 
under the Excise Act on the complaint 
made by private individuals. It is only 
the Deputy Commissioner, police and 
other authorities stated under the 
Act who have the locus to maintain 
a complaint under the Excise Act, the 
court said.

After discussing all the points in de-
tail, the Judge ordered: “.....this Court 
deems it fit not to proceed further in 
the complaint and is, accordingly, dis-
posed of as such.”

India’s Strength
armed forces to decide on the mode, 

targets and timing of response to 
Pakistan.

During the past ten days PM Modi 
has chaired two back to back meetings 
of the Cabinet Committee on Security 
(CCS) and has passed strict directions 
to eliminate terror and its supporters.

Budgam, Nagrota
the National Conference appears 

to be in a strong position to win the 
Budgam seat, benefiting from a divid-
ed opposition in Kashmir. Meanwhile, 
the BJP is expected to retain the 
Nagrota seat with minimal challenges.

In the 2014 and 2024 assembly 

elections, these seats were won by the 
NC and BJP, respectively.

The Night Dilli Haat
store. His hands, used to delicate 

brushes and fine lines, now sifted 
through charred wood and crumbled 
color.

“It wasn’t just my work,” he said. “It 
was my identity. My dignity.”

Nearby, Shauket Ahmed stared at the 
remains of his exhibition. A veteran in 
the trade, he estimated his losses at over  
1.5 crore.

“We couldn’t save a single thing,” he 
said, his voice flat. “The fire took every-
thing. Even the pieces that took months 
to make.”

Dilli Haat wasn’t just a market. It was 
a lifeline. A place where artisans from 
far-off corners of India brought their 
cultures to the capital. For Kashmiri 
craftsmen, it was a bridge between 
conflict and calm, between forgotten 
alleys and curious visitors.

“This place gave us visibility,” said 
Shuja. “Here, people saw the beauty of 
our work. They touched our shawls and 
asked about our stories. It felt like we 
mattered.”

But as flames rose that night, panic 
spread. Vendors ran, shouting for help. 
Thirteen fire trucks arrived, but many 
say they came too late. Some watched 
their life’s work turn to ash before a 
single hose was turned on.

“Everything was gone before the 
water came,” said a cloth merchant, 
shaking his head.

Police are now reviewing CCTV 
footage to find out what started the 
fire. The fire department’s response is 
also under scrutiny. For the artisans, 
though, the damage is already done.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
called the fire “unfortunate” and 
promised help. Tourism Minister Kapil 
Mishra visited the site and vowed jus-
tice. But those who lost everything say 
words are not enough.

“We don’t just need money,” said 
Shuja. “We need a place to start again.”

In Srinagar, National Conference 
MLA Tanvir Sadiq said the tragedy de-
mands more than sympathy. “These 
craftsmen are the soul of Kashmir,” he 
said. “They deserve dignity, support, 
and answers.”

Now, Dilli Haat is quiet. The laugh-
ter, the footfall, the scent of food, the 
touch of handmade fabric, every-
thing is gone. In its place is silence, 
smoke, and the soft crunch of ash 
underfoot.

Shuja comes back each day. Not to 
sell, but to wonder: “How do you stitch 
beauty again, when everything you 
had has burned?”
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DIRECTOR OF SCHOOL EDUCATION KASHMIR, DR. G. N. ITOO, STATED 

THAT WHILE THE CLASS 12 RESULTS are encouraging with no school having 
a pass percentage close to zero, the performance in Class 10 exams is equally 
commendable with 438 schools achieving over 90% pass percentage.

Government Schools Show 
Remarkable Improvement 
In Board Exam Results
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Following the an-
nouncement of Class 12 ex-
amination results, it has become 
evident that teaching standards 
in government schools are pro-
gressing rapidly. There has been 
a significant and positive shift not 
only in innovative achievements 
but also in academic outcomes.

A recent example of this is 
the exceptional performance 
by students from the Valley in a 
national-level innovation com-
petition, besides, remarkable 
performance of government 
school students by securing 
more than 100 merit positions 
in the Class 12 results.

Sharing the details, Director 
of School Education Kashmir, 
Dr. G. N. Itoo, stated that while 
the Class 12 results are encour-
aging with no school having a 
pass percentage close to zero, 
the performance in Class 10 
exams is equally commendable 
with 438 schools achieving over 
90 percent pass percentage.

He further added that 219 
schools recorded a 100 percent 
pass rate, which is extremely 
encouraging.

Expressing satisfaction over 
the success, Dr. Itoo said these 
achievements are the result of 
the students' hard work, the 
dedicated role of teachers, and 
the growing trust of parents in 
government schools.

Director affirmed his full con-
fidence in the overall success 
rate of students in both Class 10 
and 12 examinations, empha-
sizing that these statistics indi-
cate a significant improvement 
in the quality of education. He 
credited this progress to initia-
tives like the establishment of 
various laboratory facilities, 
ICT labs, implementation of the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020, and the provision of edu-
cation aligned with modern-
day requirements.

Dr. Itoo attributed this suc-
cess to the collective efforts 
of teachers, school heads, and 
parents, stating that these 
achievements are the result of 

their consistent dedication.
He extended heartfelt con-

gratulations to the success-
ful students and assured that 
the government and the De-
partment of Education will 
continue to ensure modern 
educational facilities are made 

accessible to students in every 
corner of Jammu and Kashmir.

It is worth noting that this 
year, 39,768 students appeared 
for the Class 10 exams, out of 
which 31,010 passed, bringing 
the overall pass percentage to 
77.97 percent.

Tribal Girl Felicitated For 
Scoring Over 92% Marks

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Pulwama, Dr Basharat 
Qayoom, on Friday felicitated 
Shabnum Sadiq, a tribal girl from 
the remote Paner area of Tral, 
for her remarkable academic 
achievement in the Class 12 ex-
aminations. Despite living in a 
polythene tent amid challenging 
conditions, Shabnum secured 
an impressive 463 marks—over 
92%—without any coaching or 
external help.

Hailing from a marginalised 
tribal community and facing daily 
hardships such as long walks to 
school and extreme weather, 
Shabnum’s determination has 
made her a symbol of hope for 
underprivileged students, espe-
cially girls. Her story has earned 
praise from officials, educators 
and civil society members across 
the region.

During the felicitation, DC Pul-
wama said her success highlights 
the hidden potential within re-
mote and disadvantaged com-
munities. “Shabnum has set a 
powerful example. Despite lack-
ing resources, she has achieved 
excellence through sheer hard 
work and dedication,” he said.

Shabnum, who aspires to be-
come an IAS officer, expressed 
her desire to contribute to the de-
velopment of her area, which still 
faces infrastructural challenges 
like poor road connectivity and 
inadequate educational facilities. 
“I want to clear the UPSC exams 
to bring positive change to our 
community so that no child has 
to struggle the way I did,” she said.

She shared that meeting the 
Deputy Commissioner, an IAS of-
ficer himself, made her feel even 
more motivated and closer to her 
goal.  “I will work hard and do my 
best to crack the UPSC exam and 
serve my people,” she added.

Recognising her exceptional 
achievement and determination, 
the Deputy Commissioner pre-
sented her with a cash prize of Rs 
50,000. He assured continuous 
support for her future endeav-
ours and reiterated the district 
administration’s commitment to 
improving educational standards 
in tribal areas.

Dr Qayoom acknowledged the 
connectivity and infrastructure is-
sues faced by residents of Paner. He 
assured them that their concerns 
regarding road construction and 
infrastructure development would 
be addressed as a priority—(KNO)

Dy CM Inspects Progress On 
Construction Works In Dak 
Bungalow Nowshera

Observer News Service

RAJOURI: Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Surinder Chowdhary, today 
visited the PWD Dak Bunglow 
in Nowshera to inspect the 
progress on construction works 
being executed there.

The visit aimed to evaluate 
the progress on ongoing de-
velopmental works, especially 
the conference hall at PWD Dak 
Bunglow Nowshera.

During his visit, the Deputy 
Chief Minister was apprised 
that the estimated cost of the 
project is Rs 249 Lakh and it 
will be completed by December 
2025.

The Dy CM inspected the 
quality of construction works 
and directed the executing 

agencies to expedite the pace 
of progress while maintain-
ing high standards in work 
execution.

Highlighting the significance 
of infrastructure develop-
ment, he directed the officials 
to ensure strict adherence to 
deadlines besides addressing 
any bottlenecks hindering the 
timely completion of projects.

"Quality should not be com-
promised at any cost, as these 
projects are pivotal for overall 
development of the region and 
well-being of the people," Su-
rinder Choudhary remarked.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
called for regular monitor-
ing and evaluation of ongoing 
works to ensure transparency 
and accountability.

‘J&K Students In Iran Can 
Now Transfer Tuition Fees 
Via UCO Bank’
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
relief for Kashmiri students 
studying in Iran, the Ministry 
has approved a direct and legal 
route for transferring tuition 
fees through UCO Bank.

Parents of students enrolled 
in Iranian universities can 
now remit fees securely using 
the official banking channel, 
ending years of uncertainty 
and dependence on unofficial 
methods.

According to officials, this 
development follows two years 
of sustained efforts and coordi-
nation with the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in New 
Delhi.

“Over the past two years, we 
have worked tirelessly to resolve 
the legal, financial, and diplo-

matic challenges involved. We 
are deeply thankful to the Irani-
an Ambassador, whose support 
and involvement were crucial in 
securing the necessary approv-
als,” the officials said.

They added that the new ar-
rangement ensures transpar-
ency, legal compliance, and a 
sense of security for students 
and their families.

“With UCO Bank now facili-
tating these transfers, the risk 
of using informal channels is 
eliminated. This is a major step 
towards safeguarding the inter-
ests of our students abroad,” of-
ficials noted.

They further affirmed their 
commitment to continue work-
ing on simplifying such pro-
cedures to ease the academic 
journey of students pursuing 
education overseas.

Pahalgam Attack Will Be 
Avenged: LoP Sharma
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Stating that under 
the leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi April 22 Pa-
halgam attack will be avenged, 
Leader of Opposition and senior 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader, Sunil Sharma on Friday 
said that the perpetrators will 
be hunted down and taught a 
lesson.

Sharma said, “Everyone is 
aware that PM Modi fulfills his 
promise. But, we will have to 
wait for the revenge of the Pa-
halgam attack. Those respon-
sible will be hunted down.”

Sharma also said that the 
country under the leadership 
of PM Modi has witnessed a 
change.

“The time has gone when the 
other countries would dare to 
undermine Bharat. It is Modi’s 
Bharat and those responsible 
will be brought to justice,” he 
said. “Bharat continues to fol-
low values of humanity even 
after witnessing the attacks like 

Uri, Pulwama and Pahalgam. 
India has never compromised 
with these values and wit-
nessed the growth. However, 
some people who are not happy 
with this growth are trying to 
destabilize the peace and kill-
ing innocents,” he said.

He added that PM Modi and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah have already promised 
that the Pahalgam terror attack 
will be avenged. “India stands 
at the top and follows the val-
ues of humanity in letter and 
spirit,” he said.

Sharma also remembered 
Adi Shankaracharya and greet-
ed the people on the occasion of 
Shankaracharya Jayanti.

Div Com Inspects 
Arrangements For Hajj-25

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Ahead of the com-
mencement of Hajj-25,  Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir 
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri visited 
Hajj House Bemina to take first 
hand appraisal of arrangements 
& basic amenities laid out by 
various departments.

Intending pilgrims would 
start leaving for the pilgrimage 
from Sunday, May 04, 2025.

During the visit, Div Com was 
accompanied by Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar  Bilal Mohi 
ud din Bhat. Other officers pres-
ent during the visit included 
the Director, Airport Authority 
of India, Srinagar International 
Airport, Regional Director of 
BCAS, representatives from 
Health, PHE, KPDCL, Informa-
tion, Hajj Committee, SMC, JK 
Police, Customs, Emigration, 
SpiceJet, and various banks.

On the occasion, Div Com took 
a comprehensive inspection of 
services and infrastructure, in-

cluding forex counters set up by 
banks, baggage screening ma-
chines, e-bracelet counters, and 
boarding facilities.

Div Com also reviewed the 
cleanliness of lodging rooms and 
the availability of basic ameni-
ties, such as water and uninter-
rupted electricity supply.

On the occasion, Officers 
from the Hajj Committee 
briefed the Div Com on the 
extensive measures taken to 
ensure comprehensive ar-
rangements for security, traffic 
management, sanitation, and 
other essential services.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Div Com emphasized the 
importance of delivering me-
ticulous services to the pil-
grims during their time at the 
Hajj House and during their 
departure. He called for coor-
dinated efforts to provide the 
best possible experience for the 
Hujjaj, ensuring their comfort 
and safety during the sacred 
journey.

Moulana Mubarki Laid To 
Rest In Srinagar
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Thousands of 
mourners gathered at the his-
toric Jama Masjid Srinagar on 
Friday to pay their final re-
spects to renowned Islamic 
scholar and President of Bazm-
e-Tawheed, Maulana Mubarak 
Mubarki, who passed away ear-
lier in the day.

The funeral prayers (Namaz-
e-Janaza), led by his son Ayub 
Mubarki, were held in the 
courtyard of the Jamia Mas-
jid. Scholars, students, admir-
ers, and citizens from across 
the Valley participated in the 
solemn ceremony, expressing 
their sorrow at the loss of a re-
vered religious figure.

Prominent Islamic scholars 
and clergy, including Grand 
Mufti of Jammu and Kashmir 
Nasir-ul-Islam, Allama Sheikh 
Al-Kindi, Moulana Abdul Ma-
jeed Dar, and Moulana Akharni, 
were in attendance, underscor-
ing the late Maulana’s stature in 
the religious community.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq also 
took part in the funeral and of-
fered heartfelt condolences. Re-
flecting on a recent visit to the 
ailing cleric, he recalled how 

Maulana Mubarki, despite his 
frailty, recognized him and spoke 
affectionately. “His passing is a 
personal loss to me and a great 
misfortune for Kashmir’s reli-
gious landscape,” Mirwaiz said.

The first part of the funeral 
took place at 4:00 PM at Jama 
Masjid, followed by burial rites 
at Maulana Mubarki’s residence 
in Sanat Nagar, Srinagar.

Known for his profound 
knowledge of Islam, Maulana 
Mubarki served for decades as 
Khateeb of Bazar Masjid Sri-
nagar. His sermons, rooted in 
unity, humility, and service, in-
spired generations.

Tributes continue to pour in 
from religious bodies, scholars, 
and members of the public, all 
describing his death as an ir-
reparable loss to Kashmir’s spir-
itual and intellectual heritage.

Drug Control Team Cracks Down 
On Violations Along Baltal Route
Agencies

SRINAGAR: In view of the up-
coming Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
(SANJY) 2025, the Drugs Con-
trol Department of Ganderbal 
district intensified inspections 
of pharmacies and medical es-
tablishments along the Baltal 
axis through Sonamarg, a criti-
cal route for yatra pilgrims.

According to officials, the in-
spection drive was carried out 
on April 26 under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Shibeer Ahmad Bhat, 
Assistant Controller Drugs for 
Ganderbal and Bandipora.

The team inspected 20 medi-
cal shops in the area, out of 
which four were found flouting 
mandatory drug regulations and 
were consequently sealed on the 
spot under Section 22(d) of the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

Following this, a review in-
spection was conducted on May 
1, where it was observed that 
the sealed shops had brought 
their operations into compliance. 
However, the license of one phar-
macy in Kangan was suspended 
for three days due to continued 
non-adherence to guidelines.

An official said that pharma-

cies en route the yatra must 
uphold high standards of com-
pliance. “Medical shops were 
directed to ensure availability of 
emergency medicines, staff must 
follow proper dress code, and 
signboards with license details 
and contact numbers should be 
displayed visibly,” he said.

In a related development, the 
department also inspected the 
PHC Sonamarg, where six sam-
ples were taken from the drug-
store for lab testing and analy-
sis to ensure quality assurance 
in public healthcare services.

The department emphasized 
that these checks are part of a 
broader strategy to safeguard 
public health and ensure un-
interrupted medical support 
during the pilgrimage. Officials 
stated that such proactive mea-
sures would continue in the 
run-up to SANJY 2025—(KNO)

Police Arrest Drug Peddler In Baramulla

Ramban Admin Intensifies Anti-Drug CampaignAwareness Programme On New Criminal 
Laws Held In Handwara

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Continuing its 
efforts to eradicate the men-
ace of drugs from the society, 
Police on Friday said to have 
arrested a drug peddler in 
Baramulla and recovered con-
traband substance from his 
possession.

“A Police party of Police Sta-
tion Baramulla at a checkpoint 
established near HP Gas Agen-
cy Drangbal, intercepted a per-
son identified as Mohammad 
Afzal Khan son of Ata Moham-
med Khan resident of Bimyaar 
Boniyar, Baramulla. During the 
search, 1.15 kg of Charas-like 
substance was recovered from 
his possession. He has been 
arrested,” a police spokesman 
said in a statement.

Accordingly, police said 
that a case under FIR number 
63/2025 under relevant sec-
tions of law has been regis-
tered at Police Station Baram-
ulla and investigation has been 
initiated.

“We urge the common 
masses that if you witness 
drug peddling or any other 
crime anywhere near you, feel 
free to contact the nearest po-

lice establishment or dial 112. 
People are requested to coop-
erate with police in curbing the 
menace of drugs from the soci-
ety. We reassure the commu-
nity members that police will 
act tough against the criminals 
as per law,” police said.

Meanwhile, Baramulla Po-
lice successfully solved a theft 
case reported from the Me-
chanical Irrigation Subdivision 
Pattan, leading to the arrest of 
the accused and recovery of 
stolen property.

On 15/03/2025, Police Sta-
tion Pattan received a written 
complaint from the AEE, Me-
chanical Irrigation Subdivision 
Pattan, regarding a theft inci-
dent at the Lift Irrigation & De-
Watering scheme structure at 
Gund Ibrahim. As per the com-
plaint, during the intervening 
night of 10-11/03/2025, un-
known thieves had stolen cop-
per coils and cables from the 
scheme structure after break-
ing into the premises.

Acting on the complaint, a 
case under FIR No. 36/2025 
was registered at Police Sta-
tion Pattan and initiated an 
investigation.

During the investigation, 

reliable inputs suggested the 
involvement of one Nazir Ah-
mad Dar son of Sanaullah Dar 
resident of Hygam Sopore A/P 
Wushkar Sumbal, a known ha-
bitual thief, who was reported-
ly roaming in the area of Trikol-
bal Gund Ibrahim days before 
the incident. Despite multiple 
raids at various locations, the 
suspect managed to evade ar-
rest, further strengthening 
suspicion about his involve-
ment. However, based on spe-
cific intelligence and technical 
inputs, it came to fore that the 
suspect was moving towards 
Mirgund in a Mahindra Bolero 
load carrier bearing registra-
tion number JK05M 0894.

Accordingly, a checkpoint 
was laid at Dover Crossing, 
where the accused was ap-
prehended tactfully along 
with the said vehicle. Upon 
sustained questioning, the ac-
cused confessed to the com-
mission of the theft and dis-
closed the location where the 
stolen copper coils were con-
cealed. The stolen property 
has since been recovered and 
seized. The said vehicle used 
in the commission of the crime 
has also been seized.

Observer News Service

RAMBAN: In a determined 
effort to combat the menace 
of drug abuse, the District 
Administration Ramban, un-
der the leadership of Deputy 
Commissioner Baseer-Ul-
Haq Chaudhary, intensified 
its anti-drug campaign un-
der the nationwide Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan and 
Nasha Mukt Jammu and 
Kashmir initiative.

A series of awareness 
activities were organized 
across various educational 
institutions in the district to 

sensitize students and the 
community about the harm-
ful effects of drug and sub-
stance abuse.

These initiatives are part 
of a sustained campaign ini-
tiated by DC Ramban Baseer-
Ul-Haq Chaudhary to eradi-
cate drug abuse and build a 
safer, healthier future for the 
youth of Ramban.

In Gool, the girl students of 
the Government Model High-
er Secondary School led from 
the front by conducting sen-
sitization drives within their 
community. Their active 
participation and leadership 

underlined the role of youth 
especially young women in 
driving social change.

At the PM Shri Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School (GHSS) Tethar, stu-
dents actively participated in 
anti-drug pledge ceremonies 
and awareness programs 
aimed at promoting a healthy 
and drug-free lifestyle.

Similarly, the PM Shri Gov-
ernment High School Chakka 
also held awareness events 
under the same campaign, 
where students took part in 
discussions and activities 
emphasizing the importance 

of staying away from drugs.
In a notable grassroots ef-

fort, the students of the Gov-
ernment High School Shagan 
staged a Nukkad Natak (street 
play) highlighting the devas-
tating impact of drug addic-
tion. The performance received 
appreciation for its impactful 
message and creativity.

Meanwhile, students at 
Kaskoot, Bankoot and various 
other schools took a pledge 
to observe the Anti-Tobacco 
campaign and joined the Na-
sha Mukt Bharat campaign, 
reaffirming their commitment 
to an addiction-free lifestyle.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant initiative 
aimed at promoting legal literacy 
and civic responsibility, Police in 
Handwara organized an awareness 
programme on the newly enacted 
criminal laws at New Millennium 
Public School, Handwara. The event 
witnessed enthusiastic participation 
from students, teachers and mem-
bers of the local community.

During the session, students actively 
engaged with the officers, posing in-
sightful questions related to the new 

laws. The queries ranged from the ad-
vantages of specific legal reforms to 
their impact on everyday life. The offi-
cers welcomed this dialogue, fostering 
an open and educational environment 
that empowered students to better un-
derstand the evolving legal framework.

Speaking on the occasion, senior 
police officials highlighted the impor-
tance of community-oriented policing 
and legal education. They stressed that 
an informed citizenry is essential for 
the effective implementation of laws 
and emphasized that such awareness 
initiatives serve as a crucial bridge be-

tween law enforcement and the public.
The programme concluded with a 

collective pledge to uphold the rule of 
law and contribute to a peaceful and 
just society. School authorities ex-
pressed their gratitude to the police 
department for bringing legal aware-
ness to the grassroots level.

This initiative is part of a broader 
outreach strategy by J&K Police to 
enhance legal consciousness and 
build public trust. Similar awareness 
campaigns are planned for other edu-
cational institutions and community 
centers in the coming weeks.
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