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NEW PARADISE INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION MAGAM (193401)
UDISE Code: 01041300406 Email: NEWPARADISEMAGAM@GMAIL.COM  Cell No: 9797247003, 7006893117

MANAGING BODY LIST

S.N Name S/O, D/O Qualification R/O Position Profession Cell No. Adhar No. Photo
01 Nazir Ahmad 

Parrah
Mohammad 
Akbar Parrah

M.Phil Statis-
tics, B.Ed

Pattan Chairman Pvt. Teacher 7006893117 361929582471

02 Zahoor 
Ahmad Para

Jalal-ud-Din 
Para

10th Pass Pattan Member Businessman9797003868 634564091086

03 Tawseef 
Ahmad Parrah

Farooq Ah-
mad Parrah

M.Sc. IT Pattan Vice Chair-
man

Businessman8899668434 590723390464

04 Abdul Majid 
Rather

Late Gulam 
Nabi Rather

B.A, B.Ed Adina 
Magam

Member Businessman7006529604 927187392834

05 Mohammad 
Jaffer Hussain 
Mir

Gh. Hussain 
Mir

11th Pass Wata 
Magam

Member Retired Govt. 
Employee

8899967596 543217769765

06 Mohammad 
Subhan Dar

Gh. Rasool Dar M.A Econom-
ics

Kani-
hama 
Magam

Member Retired Govt. 
Employee

7006971070 769903159036

07 Aabida Majid 
Yatoo

Abdul Majid M.A, M.Ed Pattan Accountant Pvt. Teacher 7051673950 409952493057

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform all concerned that my name as mentioned 
in Aadhaar Card is incorrectly recorded as SHABROZA QASIM, 
while my actual name is SHABNAM QASIM as per school 
records. Now I want to apply for the correction of the same in 
Aadhaar card bearing Aadhaar No. 426999696832.
Any person who has any objections or concerns regarding 
these changes is requested to raise them within 07 days from 
the date of this notice.
Name: SHABNAM QASIM
D/O: MOHAMMAD QASIM JOO
R/O: GUND KHAWJA QASIM BARAMULLA bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Aqib Bashir S/o Bashir Ahmad Challa R/o DK Pora Shopian 
Want to Correct name of my cousin brother in Aadhaar Record 
which has been wornlgy entered as Kaisar  GH Ahmad instead 
of Kaisar Ahmad Challa . Now Correction required . If anybody 
has any objection in this regard he/she may file  his/her ob-
jection in the concerned Aadhar Centre Jammu / Srinagar or 
Concern Authorities within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 

fko

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

Subject: Application of Bashir Ahmad Hajam S/o Ghulam Nabi Hajam R/o 
Dolipora for issuance of OBC (Other Backward Classes) in Favour of Son’s Basit 
Bashir, Asif Bashir and Daughter Barsha Bashir.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted the file in the 
office of the undersigned for the issuance of OBC. In this connection, a report of 
Patwari Halqa concerned has been sought, which reveals that the applicant is 
currently residing in village Dolipora and belongs to the Hajam community, hav-
ing an annual income of Rs. 200000/- (Two Lac only). The details of the family 
of the applicant are as follows:

S. 
NO

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL RELATION WITH 
APPLICANT

AGE OCCUPA-
TION

ANNUAL 
INCOME

1 BASHIR AHMAD HAJAM SELF 55 BARBAR 200000/-
2 RAFIQA BEGUM WIFE 52 HOUSEWIFE
3 ASIF BASHIR SON 31 STUDENT
4 BARSHA BASHIR DAUGHTER 26 STUDENT
5 BASIT BASHIR SON 17 STUDENT

Therefore, through this Public Notice, objections are being sought from the gen-
eral public. If any person has any objection, he/she can submit their objections 
in the office of the undersigned within 07 days (Seven days) positively from the 
date the notice has been published. No objection shall be entertained after the 
stipulated time period.

NAIB TEHSILDAR
fko KREERI

Subject.Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit under 
the name , M/S PASSAGE POINT Tour and Travels  " situated at 
Zukara Crossing Hazratbal Srinagar 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Whereas I Mr  Sumair Ahmad Khan S/o Mohammad Lateef 
Khan R/o Goori Mohalla Zukara Hazratbal Srinagar Tour and 
Travels intends to apply in the Department of tourism for 
registration of my proposed Travel unit under the name and 
style" M/ s PASSAGE POINT Tour and Travels "situated at  Za-
kira Crossing Hazratbal Srinagar Kashmir under Tourist Trade 
Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,I will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Quali-
fication Certificate,Pan card, Experience certificate (minimum 
05 years), Character certificate (Police department). Bank 
statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent 
Deed duly attested sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter 
Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and Outdoor) 
and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tour-
ism as prescribed checklist prior to registration of my unit as an 
Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-
12, before my case is processed for registration by the compe-
tent Authority the matter is hereby notified for information of 
general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc for 
objection,if any and the same should reach to the deputy direc-
tor tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-ddtreg123@ gmail.com) 
within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in 
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley.No objection 
beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained

fko

Subject.Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit 
under the name , M/S BREEZA Tour and Travels  " situated at 
Batamaloo Srinagar 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Whereas I Mr Imran Ahmad Qazi  S/o Fayaz Ahmad Qazi R/o 
Nawa Kadal Tarabal Srinagar Tour and Travels intends to apply 
in the Department of tourism for registration of my proposed 
Travel unit under the name and style" M/ s  BREEZA Tour and 
Travels "situated at Batamaloo Srinagar  Kashmir under Tourist 
Trade Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,I will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, 
Qualification Certificate,Pan card, Experience certificate 
(minimum 05 years), Character certificate (Police 
department). Bank statement (minimum balance 1000),site 
plan, Affidavit,Rent Deed duly attested sub-registrar, printing 
Material (Letter Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit 
(indoor and Outdoor) and Two Passport size photograph to 
the department of tourism as prescribed checklist prior to 
registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency/Adventure tour 
operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-
12, before my case is processed for registration by the competent 
Authority the matter is hereby notified for information of 
general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc 
for objection,if any and the same should reach to the deputy 
director tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-ddtreg123@ gmail.
com) within a period of 7 days from the publication of this 
notice in leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley.No 
objection beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed to the general public that I, Suhaib Rafiq, 
S/o Rafiq Ahmad Paul, R/o Ompora, Budgam, Kashmir, was 
adopted by my maternal grandparents during my childhood. At 
that time, a savings bank account (No. 23932) was opened in 
my name with J&K Bank Ltd., B/U Hazratbal, Srinagar, where 
my parentage was recorded as S/o Ghulam Mohammad Beigh.
However, I have since returned to my biological parents, and my 
parentage has been correctly updated as S/o Rafiq Ahmad Paul 
in all my official records and documents. Despite this, my bank 
account still reflects my adopted parentage.
I have now applied for the necessary correction in the bank 
records. If anyone has any objections to this change, they may 
contact J&K Bank Ltd., B/U Hazratbal, Srinagar, within seven 
(7) days from the date of publication of this notice. After this 
period, no objections shall be entertained.
Suhaib Rafiq S/o Rafiq Ahmad Paul
R/o Ompora, Budgam, Kashmir inf

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub . issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

Public Notice

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Mohammad Ibrahim waza s/o Shakeel 
Ahmad waza R/o Hartrath Singapore Tehsil Singapora with 
verified date of birth 06/02/2021 occurred at SDH pattan in this 
connection if any body having objection for issuance of said cer-
tificate he may contact to this office within 04 days after that 
no objection shall be entertained..

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

  PUBLIC NOTICE

The registrar birth BDO Sherabad khore has submitted a case 
file pertaining to birth of Azka Reyaz D/o Reyaz Ahmad Bhat 
R/o Hanjiwera Bala Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with verified 
date of birth 04/08/2017 occurred at home in this connection 
if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate he 
may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection 
shall be entertained..

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Public Notice

It is hereby notified that the name of Aisha Khurshid Sheikh, 
daughter of Khurshid Sheikh, resident of Bugam Batapora, 
Tehsil Chadoora, District Budgam, has been changed to 
Aishah Khurshid Sheikh.
Henceforth, she shall be known by her new name for all of-
ficial and legal purposes.
Anyone having any objections to this change may contact 
the Passport Office, Srinagar, within seven (7) days from the 
publication of this notice. No objections will be entertained 
thereafter.

Contact No: 60056 62260
pf

Mindful Eating: How To Enjoy Your Meals 
And Avoid The Risks Of Eating Too Fast
Associated Press

Y
ou can have your cake and eat it 
too — just do it slowly. Experts tend 
to focus on the kinds of foods you 
can eat to improve your health. But 

the speed at which you devour your dinner 
matters just as much. There are risks with 
eating too fast — think stuck food and the 
potential to overeat before your brain tells 
you to stop. (Inhaling your food also risks 
annoying your slower-paced dining com-
panions or the person who took the time to 
cook your meal).
Here are some tips from scientists on how 
to slow down and take a more mindful ap-
proach to consuming your diet.

How fast is too fast?
If you’re the kind of person who can regu-
larly polish off breakfast, lunch or dinner 
in less than 20-30 minutes, you are eating 
too fast. “It takes about 20 minutes for the 
stomach to communicate to the brain via 
a whole host of hormonal signals that it’s 
full,” said Leslie Heinberg at the Center for 
Behavioral Health at the Cleveland Clinic. 
“So when people eat rapidly, they can 
miss these signals and it’s very easy to eat 
beyond the point of fullness.”

Why is that a problem?
People who eat quickly are likely to swal-
low more air, Heinberg said, which could 
lead to bloating or indigestion. Not chewing 
your food properly can also compromise 
digestion, meaning you won’t get all of 

the nutrients from your food. Unchewed 
pieces of food also could get stuck in your 
esophagus.
 
Some previous studies have suggested that 
people who eat quickly have the highest 
risk of obesity, while the slowest eaters 
were the least likely to be obese.

How can you slow down when eating?
For starters, turn off the TV and put down 
your phone. “If you’re eating while you 
watch TV, people tend to eat until there’s a 
commercial or the show is over,” Heinberg 

said, adding that people are less inclined to 
pay attention to the body’s own signals that 
it’s full. “When we do things while we’re 
eating, we’re eating less mindfully. And that 
often causes us to eat more.”
She said that when people focus exclusively 
on eating, they tend to enjoy the meal 
more and eat less. Heinberg also acknowl-
edged the pace at which you eat is often an 
ingrained habit, but said change is still pos-
sible. She suggested things like using your 
non-dominant hand to eat, trying utensils 
you might not ordinarily use like chopsticks 
or taking a deliberate break to drink water 

when your plate is partially empty.
If you have a busy life, it might be unavoid-
able to eat lunch at a work meeting or 
snack while running errands. But Sarah Ber-
ry, chief scientist at the British nutritional 
company ZOE, said when possible, “be 
mindful of what the food tastes and feels 
like.” “If we’re not fully present, it’s very 
easy to eat more quickly and not notice 
how much we’ve consumed," Berry said.

Chew your food, just like mom 
told you to
One of the simplest things to do is to in-
crease the number of bites you take, said 
Helen McCarthy, a clinical psychologist 
with the British Psychological Society. 
“If you chew each mouthful a little bit 
longer, that will slow down your eating,” 
she said.
The kind of food you eat may also make 
a difference, pointing out that it’s much 
easier to eat ultra-processed or fast foods 
quicker because they typically have a softer 
texture. “It’s hard to eat vegetables and 
protein at the same rate as something that’s 
highly processed and requires less chew-
ing," McCarthy said.
Some of her patients also reported an 
unintentional side effect once they began 
eating more slowly, referencing one woman 
who often ate a tube of potato chips every 
evening. When McCarthy told her to slow 
down and eat every single chip individually, 
her patient told her “it was like having a 
mouthful of claggy chemicals.” “She didn’t 
find (the chips) enjoyable anymore,” Mc-
Carthy said.

'More Than Social Skills, These 
Factors Indicate Autism Diagnosis'
ANI

 
People with autism are typically di-
agnosed by clinical observation and 
assessment. To deconstruct the clini-
cal decision process, which is often 
subjective and difficult to describe, re-
searchers used a large language model 
(LLM) to synthesize the behaviors and 
observations that are most indicative 
of an autism diagnosis.
Their results show that repetitive be-
haviors, special interests, and percep-
tion-based behaviors are most associ-
ated with an autism diagnosis. These 
findings have the potential to improve 
diagnostic guidelines for autism by 
decreasing the focus on social factors- 
which the established guidelines in 
the DSM-5 focus on but the model did 
not classify among the most relevant 
in diagnosing autism.
Our goal was not to suggest that we 
could replace clinicians with AI tools 
for diagnosis," says senior author 
Danilo Bzdok of the Mila Quebec Arti-
ficial Intelligence Institute and McGill 
University in Montreal.
"Rather, we sought to quantitatively 
define exactly what aspects of ob-
served behavior or patient history a 
clinician uses to reach a final diag-
nostic determination. In doing so, we 
hope to empower clinicians to work 
with diagnostic instruments that are 
more in line with their empirical re-
alities."
The scientists leveraged a transform-
er language model, which was pre-
trained on about 489 million unique 
sentences. They then fine-tuned the 
LLM to predict the diagnostic outcome 
from a collection of more than 4,000 
reports written by clinicians working 
with patients considered for autism 
diagnosis.
The reports, which were often used by 
multiple clinicians, included accounts 

of observed behavior and relevant pa-
tient history but did not include a sug-
gested diagnostic outcome.
The team developed a bespoke LLM 
module that pinpointed specific sen-
tences in the reports that were most 

relevant to a correct diagnosis predic-
tion.
They then extracted the numerical 
representation of these highly autism-
relevant sentences and compared 
them directly with the established 

diagnostic criteria enumerated in the 
DSM-5.
The researchers were surprised by 
how clearly the LLM was able to dis-
tinguish between the most diagnos-
tically relevant criteria. For example, 
their framework flagged that repeti-
tive behaviors, special interests, and 
perception-based behavior were the 
criteria most relevant to autism.
While these criteria are used in clini-
cal settings, current criteria focus 
more on deficits in social interplay 
and lack of communication skills.
The team expects their framework 
will be helpful to researchers and 
medical professionals working with 
a range of psychiatric, mental health, 
and neurodevelopmental disorders in 
which clinical judgement forms the 
bulk of the diagnostic decision-mak-
ing process.

Their results 
show that 
repetitive 
behaviors, special 
interests, and 
perception-based 
behaviors are 
most associated 
with an autism 
diagnosis

bmg
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KATHUA ENCOUNTER

2 Terrorists 
Killed, 5 Security 
Men Injured

Kashmir Observes 
Shab-e-Qadr
Night Prayers Not 
Allowed At Jamia Masjid
Observer News Service

Srinagar:  Shab-e-Qadr, the night 
of power and blessings, was ob-
served with religious fervor and 
devotion across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The air was filled with a sense 
of spiritual anticipation and 
devotion as devotees thronged 
mosques and shrines across 
Kashmir valley for prayers 
and recitation of the Quran as 
the Muslim fasting month of 
Ramzan is about to end.

The Night of Qadr can fall on 
any of the odd-numbered nights 
of the last ashra of Ramazan. 
While most people believe it is 
likely to fall on the 27th night, 
some also believe that it falls on 
the 23rd night.

Muslims across | More on P10

LG, CM Greet People

L
ieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha has extended his 
greetings to the people 

on the eve of Shab-e-Qadr and 
Jumat-ul-Vida. In a message, 
the Lieutenant Governor said, 
“On the auspicious occasions 
of Shab-e-Qadr and Jumat-ul-
Vida, I convey | More on P10

2 More Hurriyat Groups 
Denounce Separatism:Shah
Says Triumph Of Unity Echoing Across Kashmir

FIR Filed Against JKIM Members

Rashid Challenges Rs 1.45 
Lakh Per Day Travel Cost

Rashid Demands  
Economic Package For J&K

E
ngineer Rashid on Thursday demanded a spe-
cial financial package for the region. Speaking in 
Parliament, Rashid criticized the Centre for reducing 

J&K’s budget allocation by Rs 1,000 crore compared to last 
year.   He questioned the government’s | More on P10

No Attendance, No Exams

CBSE Moots Tough Measures 
Against Dummy Schools

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A fierce gun battle in a 
remote forested area of Kathua 
district has left two terrorists 
dead and five security person-
nel injured as the security forc-
es intensified their operation to 
neutralise an infiltrating group 
of about five militants, officials 
said on Thursday.

It was not immediately clear 
whether it was the same group 
that had been evading an ear-
lier cordon in Sanyal forest of 
Kathua region or another batch 
of freshly infiltrated terrorists.

The encounter triggered in-
tense firing and explosions, the 
officials said.

The gunfight, centred near 
Jakhole village in the Ghati 
Juthana area of Rajbagh, in-
volved a group of approximate-
ly five terrorists and an initial 
exchange of gunfire resulted in 

injuries to Special Police Officer 
Bharat Chalotra, who sustained 
facial wounds.

He was treated at a Kathua 
hospital before being trans-
ferred to Government Medical 
College Hospital in Jammu, 
where his condition was stated 
to be stable.

The officials said that two 
terrorists were killed in the 
onslaught led by the Special 
Operations Group (SOG) of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police and 
assisted by the Army, the BSF 
and CRPF.

Adding to the tension, three 
security personnel, includ-
ing a Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer (SDPO), were reportedly 
trapped near the gunfight’s 
location, adjacent to a rivulet 
concealed by dense foliage.

The officials said a clear pic-
ture would emerge only after 
the ongoing  | More on P10

PM Modi To Flag Off First 
Train To Kashmir On April 19
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will flag off 
the first train from Katra to 
Kashmir on April 19, marking 
a significant step in expand-
ing rail connectivity to the 
Valley.

The train will chug off 
from Katra town in Reasi 
district and will cross the 
Pir Panjal mountain range to 
reach Srinagar and then its fi-
nal destination at Baramulla 
in north Kashmir.

PM Modi will flag off the 
train from Katra in the pres-
ence of Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union 
Minister of State Dr Jitendra 
Singh, Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha and Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, reports said.

At present, the train op-
erates from Sangaldan 
to Baramulla. The Prime 
Minister is scheduled to land 
at Udhampur Army airport 
from New Delhi on the morn-
ing of April 19 and then fly to 
the world’s highest railway 

bridge over Chenab river in 
Reasi district.

PM Modi will be briefed 
about the construction of the 
bridge, which is considered 
to be an engineering marvel, 
the report added.

The Prime Minister will 
then reach the Mata Vaishno 
Devi base camp, Katra from 
where he will flag off 
the Vande 

Bharat train to the Valley.
PM Modi will address a 

public rally at Katra before 
returning to Delhi in the 
afternoon, Daily Excelsior 
reported.

Railway officials said af-
ter completion of expan-
sion work at Jammu Railway 

Station, includ-
ing increase 

in the 
n u m -

ber 
o f 

platforms, the train to the 
Valley will start operations 
from Jammu, expectedly by 
July-August this year, the re-
port further said.

“There will be no direct 
train from Delhi or any other 
part to Kashmir. The passen-
gers will have to de-board 
at Katra and change trains. 
Later, the same process will 
shift to Jammu”, officials said.

Several trials of the train 
from Katra to Baramulla in-
cluding that of Vande Bharat 
Express have been successful 
and the security issues have 
also been addressed.

Out of the total 272 kms 
of the Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) 
project, 209 kms was com-
missioned in phases with 
the first phase of the 118 km 
Qazigund-Baramulla section 
commissioned in October 
2009, followed by the 18 
km Banihal-Qazigund link 
in June 2013, 25 kms of the 
Udhampur-Katra stretch in 
July 2014 and the 48.1 km 
Banihal-Sangaldan section in 
February, last year.  | More on P10

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Thursday said two more 
constituents of the Jammu 
and Kashmir-based Hurriyat 
Conference have discarded 
separatism and reposed their 
faith in the new Bharat built 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

This development comes 
a couple of days after similar 
announcements made by two 
other affiliates of the separat-
ists' conglomerate.

On Tuesday, Jammu and 
Kashmir People's Movement 

(JKPM) and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Democratic Political 
Movement (JKDPM) an-
nounced the severing of all 
ties with separatism.

Shah said under the Modi 

government, separatism is 
breathing its last and the 
triumph of unity is echoing 
across Kashmir.

"Another great news from 
Kashmir Valley. Two more 
groups affiliated with the 
Hurriyat, namely J&K Tahreeqi 
Isteqlal and J&K Tahreek-I-
Istiqamat, have discarded 
separatism and reposed their 
trust in the new Bharat built 
by PM Shri @narendramodi 
Ji," Shah wrote on X.

In a statement, J&K Tehreeqi 
Isteqlal chairman Gulam Nabi 
Sofi said he and his organisa-
tion disassociated from the 
All Parties | More on P10

Observer News Service

B
aramulla police has registered an FIR 
against persons affiliated with the 
banned Jammu and Kashmir Ittehad-ul-

Muslimeen (JKIM) for alleged anti-national 

activities, officials said on Thursday.
The JKIM, led by Maulana Masroor Abbas 

Ansari, was banned by the Centre on March 
11 for five years under charges of supporting 
terrorism, fueling secessionist activities, and 
threatening national integrity. | More on P10

Observer News Service

New Delhi: Jammu and Kashmir 
MP Abdul Rashid Sheikh, com-
monly known as Engineer 
Rashid, has moved the Delhi 
High Court against the Rs 1.45 
lakh daily travel cost required for 
his commute from Tihar Jail to 
Parliament.

Earlier, the court had permit-
ted Rashid—currently in judicial 
custody—to attend parliamen-
tary sessions under the condi-
tion that he bears his own travel 
expenses. Now, he is seeking the 
removal of this condition, argu-
ing that the high cost could pre-
vent him from representing his 
constituency.

During a hearing before Chief 
Justice Devendra Upadhyaya 
and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela, 
Rashid’s counsel, Advocate 
Vikhyat Oberoi, informed the 
court that authorities had set the 
daily travel cost at Rs 1.45 lakh. 
Oberoi emphasized that Rashid 
was not | More on P10

New Delhi: The Central Board 
of Secondary Education (CBSE) 
has announced stricter mea-
sures to curb the practice of 
"dummy schools," stating that 
students who do not attend 
regular classes may be disquali-
fied from appearing for Class 12 
board examinations.

Officials emphasized that 
the onus of taking admission in 
"dummy schools" lies with stu-
dents and parents.

  The board is considering 
amendments to its examina-
tion bye-laws, which could re-
quire non-attending students 
to take the National Institute of 

Open Schooling (NIOS) exams 
instead.

A senior CBSE official ex-
plained that surprise inspec-
tions would be conducted, and 
students found missing from 
school may be barred from tak-
ing board exams. "The responsi-
bility of ensuring regular atten-
dance falls on both the student 
and their parents," the official 
stated. Schools promoting the 
dummy school culture or spon-
soring non-attending students 
could also face action under 
CBSE’s affiliation and examina-
tion regulations.

The issue | More on P10

Completion of 
USBRL Project

Qazigund-Baramulla 
(2009)

Banihal-Qazigund 
(2013)

Udhampur-Katra (2014)

Banihal-Sangaldan 
(2023)

Sangaldan-Reasi (2023)

Reasi-Katra (2024)

Vande Bharat Features

Operates in -20°C 
cold conditions

Anti-freezing & 
heating systems

CCTV & emergency  
talk-back units

Shatterproof 
windows & anti-frost 
windshields
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WASHINGTON: By 2030, Coca-
Cola products will account for 
an estimated 1.33 billion pounds 
(602,000 metric tons) of plastic 
waste entering the world’s oceans 
and waterways each year, ac-
cording to a stark new analysis 
published Wednesday by the non-
profit Oceana.

That’s enough plastic to fill 
the stomachs of 18 million whales.

The report arrives amid 
mounting concerns over the hu-
man health risks posed by the 
spread of microplastics, which 
scientists increasingly link to 
cancer, infertility, heart disease, 
and more.

“Because of that, they really 
matter when it comes to the im-
pact of all this on the ocean.”

Coca-Cola ranks as the 
world’s top branded plastic pol-
luter, followed by PepsiCo, Nes-
tle, Danone, and Altria, according 
to a 2024 study published in Sci-
ence Advances.

Oceana’s estimate is based 
on Coca-Cola’s publicly reported 
packaging data from 2018 to 2023, 
combined with sales growth fore-
casts to create a “business-as-usu-
al” scenario.

The result: the company’s 
plastic use is projected to exceed 
4.13 million metric tons (9.12 bil-
lion pounds) annually by 2030.

To estimate how much of 
that plastic will reach aquatic 
ecosystems, researchers applied 
a peer-reviewed method devel-
oped by an international team 
of scientists and published in 
the academic journal Science 
in 2020 to arrive at the 1.33 bil-
lion pounds estimate, which is 
equivalent to nearly 220 billion 
half-liter bottles.

For Oceana, the clearest so-
lution to reduce this staggering 
figure lies in bringing back reus-
able packaging - whether in the 
form of returnable glass bottles, 
which can be reused 50 times, or 
thicker PET plastic containers, 
which are designed for 25 uses.

Agencies

New Delhi: Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M K Stalin on Thursday 
lashed out at his Uttar Pradesh 

counterpart Yogi Adityanath on 
the language row, dubbing his 
remarks as “political black com-
edy” and said his state was not 
opposing a language, but its “im-
position and chauvinism”.

He claimed Tamil Nadu's 
fair and firm voice on the two 
language policy and fair delimita-
tion “is echoing nationwide—and 
the BJP is clearly rattled.”

“And now Hon'ble Yogi Adity-
anath wants to lecture us on hate? 
Spare us. This isn't irony—it's po-
litical black comedy at its darkest. 
We don't oppose any language; we 
oppose imposition and chauvin-
ism,” Stalin said in a post on 'X.'

“This isn't riot-for-votes poli-
tics. This is a battle for dignity 
and justice,” he added.

Stalin was reacting to Yogi's 
reported allegations that the DMK 
government was indulging in divi-
sive tactics by using language issue. 
BJP state president K Annamalai 

lashed out at Stalin, the ruling DMK 
president. “The whole country now 
knows that the Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu's family owns private 
schools that teach three languages 
& more but opposes the same 
policy for the state's Government 
school students...” he claimed.

“TN CM thinks that the or-
chestrated drama by his party-
men in pockets here and there re-
flects the voice of entire TN. It is 
also unfortunate that you haven't 
realised that your attempts to di-
vert people's attention to insignif-
icant matters have been exposed. 
Live in your blissful world of ig-
norance, Thiru @mkstalin. We 
will not disturb you,” he said in 
the post on 'X,' responding to Sta-
lin's criticism.
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Iran Displays Naval Power 
In Support Of Palestine 
Ahead Of Al-Quds Day

Leaked Signal Thread Reveals 
Trump Officials' Houthi Strike Plans

1 In 5 Ultra-Rich Indians 
Planning To Move Abroad
Agencies

New Delhi: One in five ultra-
high-net-worth individuals 
(Ultra-HNIs) in India is either 
in the process of migrating 
abroad or planning to do so, 
while still retaining their In-
dian citizenship, according to a 
report by Kotak Bank.

The report highlighted that 
many of these wealthy individu-
als plan to settle permanently 
in their chosen foreign destina-
tions. Among them, profession-
als show a higher tendency to mi-
grate compared to entrepreneurs 
or inheritors.

The report said "1 in 5 Ultra-
HNIs surveyed are currently in 
the process of or plan to migrate, 
most of whom intend to reside in 
their chosen host country per-
manently while retaining their 
Indian citizenship".

Additionally, those aged 
between 36-40 years and those 
above 61 years are more likely to 
consider relocation than others 
in different age groups.

The findings come at a time 
when India's ultra-rich popu-
lation and overall wealth are 
projected to witness significant 
growth. The number of Ultra-
HNIs in the country is expected 
to rise to 4.3 lakh by 2028.

The report added "India Ul-
tra-HNI numbers and wealth is 
expected to grow to reach 4,30,000 
with a total wealth of Rs 359 tril-
lion by 2028".

As their wealth grows, more 
Ultra-HNIs are looking beyond 
India's borders for investment 
opportunities. The report notes 
that nearly one-third of India's 
ultra-rich now hold global assets, 

with a significant focus on resi-
dential real estate.

Many of these individuals 
see property investments as part 
of their long-term migration and 
residency plans abroad.

The desire to migrate is not 
a new trend. In 2021, the Ministry 
of External Affairs reported that 
over 2.5 million Indians migrate 
to other countries every year. 
India also has one of the largest 
diasporas in the world, with over 
32 million Non-Resident Indians 
(NRIs) and Persons of Indian Ori-
gin (PIOs) settled across the globe.

Many among them have ex-
celled in various fields, making 
significant contributions to their 
adopted countries with their 
skills and expertise.

With Ultra-HNIs increas-
ingly diversifying their wealth 
globally, their migration deci-
sions are influenced by bet-
ter investment opportunities, 
stronger financial security, and 
long-term residency benefits in 
foreign countries.

Agencies

Tehran- Iran’s Islamic Revolution 

Guard Corps (IRGC) staged an ex-

tensive naval parade on Thursday, 

deploying 3,000 vessels across the 

Gulf, Makran coasts, and the Cas-

pian Sea in a show of support for 

Palestinians ahead of Internation-

al al-Quds Day.

During a gathering in Bandar Ab-

bas, IRGC Navy Rear Admiral 

Alireza Tangsiri emphasized that 

Iran’s maritime forces remain 

committed to securing regional 

waters and countering adversarial 

movements. "We will turn the sea 

into hell for the Zionists and elimi-

nate Israel from the face of the 

world," he declared, echoing the 

guidance of Leader of the Islamic 

Revolution Sayyed Ali Khamenei.

"We will not only fight on land. 

We are also ready in the sea, and 

you will have no way to escape," 

Tangsiri said, warning the Israeli 

entity and reinforcing Iran’s de-

termination to maintain security 

in the Gulf, the Sea of Oman, and 

northern waters.

Naval mobilization as a symbol 
of Resistance
Tangsiri framed Iran’s naval oper-

ation as a symbol of defiance, stat-

ing, "The naval Basij force is not 

just a military unit but a represen-

tation of the Islamic nations' defi-

ance against oppressors. Today, 

the seas have become an arena for 

confronting occupiers."

Highlighting the significance of al-

Quds Day, he asserted, "This day 

represents a global stand against 

oppression. Not just Iranians, but 

Muslims worldwide will voice 

their opposition to injustice."

Tangsiri also described Iran’s 

maritime forces as a pillar of resis-

tance, stressing that their strength 

instills fear among enemies. "With 

more than 3,000 vessels, we have 

ensured security and deterrence 

in our waters," he said, cautioning 

that any hostile move would face a 

swift and decisive response.

In a message addressed to adversar-

ies, he declared, "You will find no 

escape route through the sea. Iran’s 

naval Basij, alongside other Muslim 

nations, will block all your paths," 

reiterating Iran’s preparedness 

to confront threats beyond land.                                                                                               

"We are ready at sea as well. You 

have nowhere to run," he asserted.

The naval display also involved 

forces from the Axis of Resistance, 

with Palestinian flags prominently 

featured. 

Tangsiri concluded his remarks 

by affirming Iran’s unwavering 

commitment to resistance, stat-

ing, "We do not fear martyrdom. 

The era of tyranny over the seas is 

over, and we stand ready to coun-

ter any threats."

US Drops Bounties On 
Top Afghan Taliban Officials

Agencies

KABUL: The United States has re-
moved multimillion-dollar boun-
ties on leaders of Afghanistan’s 
feared Haqqani militant network, 
including the current Taliban 
interior minister, the State De-
partment and the Taliban govern-
ment said.

The Haqqani network was 
responsible for some of the dead-
liest attacks during the decades-
long war in Afghanistan.

The men remain on Washing-
ton’s list of “specially designated 
global terrorists” but the bounty 
price has been scrapped.

Taliban interior ministry 
spokesman Abdul Mateen Qani 
said that Washington had “can-
celed rewards” for Sirajuddin 
Haqqani – who also heads the 

Haqqani network – as well as 
other key leaders, Abdul Aziz 
Haqqani and Yahya Haqqani.

Sirajuddin Haqqani had long 
been one of Washington’s most 
important targets, with a $10 mil-
lion bounty on his head.

The US State Department 
said that “the three persons 
named remain designated as 
Specially Designated Global Ter-
rorists (SDGTs), and the Haqqani 
Network remains designated as a 
Foreign Terrorist Organization 
and a SDGT.”

But while the wanted page 
remains active, the bounty on the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
(FBI) website has been removed.

“It is the policy of the United 
States to consistently review and 
refine Rewards for Justice re-
ward offers,” a State Department 

spokesperson said on Wednesday.
The bounty cancelation came 

days after the first visit by US of-
ficials to Afghanistan since Presi-
dent Donald Trump returned to 
office, and the announcement 
afterwards of the release of a US 
citizen by Taliban authorities.

US-based Afghan political 
analyst Abdul Wahed Faqiri said 
that the bounty removal is likely 
“largely symbolic” but a way for 
the United States to “give credit 
to Sirajuddin Haqqani,” seen as 
an emerging more moderate “al-
ternative.”

Media reports talk of increas-
ing tensions between the “prag-
matic” Haqqani figures and a 
more hardline circle around Tali-
ban supreme leader Hibatullah 
Akhundzada, who vie for influ-
ence within the government.

Agencies

Washington:  Defence Secretary 
Pete Hegseth texted about plans 
to kill a Houthi militant leader 
in Yemen two hours before a 
military operation meant to be 
shrouded in secrecy, according 
to screenshots of a chat released 
by The Atlantic on Wednesday.

The revelation that highly 
sensitive attack plans were 
shared on a commercial messag-
ing app, possibly on personal cell-
phones, has triggered outrage in 
Washington and calls from Dem-
ocrats that members of Trump's 
national security team be fired 
over the leaks.

Republican President Don-
ald Trump's administration has 
sought to contain the fallout from 
the revelation that the March 15 
chat included The Atlantic's editor-
in-chief Jeffrey Goldberg on the en-
crypted messaging app Signal.

Hegseth has repeatedly 
denied texting war plans, and 
Trump and his top advisers are 
saying no classified information 
was shared, bewildering Demo-
crats and former US officials, 
who regard timing and target-
ing details as some of the most 
closely held material ahead of a 
US military campaign.

“I think that it's by the awe-
some grace of God that we are 
not mourning dead pilots right 
now,” Democrat Jim Himes of 

Connecticut said at a hearing of 
the House of Representatives In-
telligence Committee.

Republican Senator Roger 
Wicker, who leads the Penta-
gon's oversight committee in the 
Senate, joined calls for an inde-
pendent probe and said the texts 
appeared so sensitive. “I would 
have wanted it classified.”

If Houthi leaders knew a 
strike was coming, they might 
have been able to flee, possibly to 
crowded areas where targeting is 
more difficult and the number of 
potential civilian casualties might 
be deemed too high to proceed.

The chat did not appear to 
include any names or precise 
locations of Houthi militants 
being targeted or to disclose in-
formation that could have been 
used to target US troops carry-
ing out the operation.

Pentagon officials aware of 
the planning believed that infor-
mation Hegseth texted was clas-
sified at the time, one US official 
told Reuters, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, raising ques-
tions over whether, when and 
how Hegseth's text messages may 
have been declassified.

It has also renewed scrutiny 
of Hegseth, who only narrowly 
won Senate confirmation after a 
bruising review that raised seri-
ous questions about his experi-
ence, temperament and views 
about women in combat.

The White House played 
down the idea that Hegseth or 
others would lose their jobs, say-
ing Trump retained confidence 
in them. Trump also played down 
the Yemen leak, calling it a “witch 
hunt” and defending Hegseth. 
“Hegseth is doing a great job,” 
Trump said.

Goldberg, who had initially 
declined to publish the chat de-
tails, did so on Wednesday. The 
Atlantic magazine did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment on the release of the 
additional messages.

'TEAM UPDATE'

Hegseth's text started with 
the title "TEAM UPDATE" and 
included these details, accord-
ing to The Atlantic: “TIME 
NOW (1144et): Weather is FA-
VORABLE. Just CONFIRMED 
w/CENTCOM we are a GO for 
mission launch" “1215et: F-18s 
LAUNCH (1st strike package)”

“1345: ‘Trigger Based’ F-18 1st 
Strike Window Starts (Target Ter-
rorist is @ his Known Location so 
SHOULD BE ON TIME – also, Strike 
Drones Launch (MQ-9s)” “1410: 
More F-18s LAUNCH (2nd strike 
package)” “1415: Strike Drones 
on Target (THIS IS WHEN THE 
FIRST BOMBS WILL DEFINITE-
LY DROP, pending earlier ‘Trig-
ger Based’ targets)” “1536 F-18 2nd 
Strike Starts – also, first sea-based 
Tomahawks launched.”

Over A Billion Pounds Of 
Coke Plastic Waste To Enter 
Waterways: Study

Darkest political black comedy

Stalin Slams Yogi Adityanath 
Amid Language Row

1 in 5 Ultra-HNIs 
surveyed are currently 
in the process of 
or plan to migrate, 
most of whom intend 
to reside in their 
chosen host country 
permanently while 
retaining their Indian 
citizenship

N E W S  M A K E R S

Hamas spokesman killed in Israeli strike Whatever life is destined is destined: Salman 
on death threats and security

G
aza: Hamas said 

an Israeli air 

strike  killed 

one of its offi-

cial spokesmen in Gaza on 

Thursday, the latest high-

ranking operative target-

ed since Israel resumed its 

bombardment.

The group said in a 

statement it mourned 

the loss of Abdul Latif al-

Qanou who was killed in 

what it called a "direct" 

strike on a tent he was 

in, in the Jabalia area of 

northern Gaza.

A fragile ceasefire that 

brought weeks of relative 

calm to Gaza ended on 

March 18 with Israel re-

suming its bombing cam-

paign across the territory.

According to the 

health ministry in Hamas-

run Gaza, at least 855 peo-

ple have been killed since. 

Qanou is the latest 

Hamas official to be killed 

in recent Israeli strikes.

Israel's military said 

last week it had killed the 

head of Hamas's internal 

security agency, Rashid 

Jahjouh, in an air strike.

Days earlier, Hamas 

had named the head of its 

government in the Gaza 

Strip, Essam al-Dalis, and 

interior ministry head 

Mahmud Abu Watfa, 

among a list of officials it 

said were killed in strikes.

The Israeli military 

confirmed it had killed Da-

lis, a member of Hamas's 

political bureau who 

became the head of its 

administration in Gaza 

in June 2021. Hamas has 

also confirmed the deaths 

of Salah al-Bardawil and 

Yasser Harb, both mem-

bers of its political bureau.

"The occupation's 

targeting of the move-

ment's leaders and 

spokespersons will not 

break our will," Hamas 

said Thursday.

J
itni umar likhi hai, utni 

likhi hai,” a philosophi-

cal Salman Khan said in 

his first comments about 

death threats from the Lawrence 

Bishnoi gang and the heightened 

security that has significantly 

restricted his movements.

The security protocol has 

impacted his daily routine, 

Khan told reporters on Wednes-

day night.

“Bhagwan, Allah sab unpar 

hai. Jitni umar likhi hai, utni 

likhi hai. Bas yahi hai. (It is up 

to Bhagwan, Allah. Whatever 

life is destined is destined. 

That’s all),” Khan said in a rare 

interaction in which he opened 

up about his personal life and 

the many challenges after the 

death threats.

“I cannot do anything about 

it (security). Khallas. So I go from 

Galaxy (home) to shoot to Galaxy, 

no detours,” he added.

The 59-year-old could earlier 

be seen cycling around the city 

unhindered by his security team.

His security concerns esca-

lated in 2018 when incarcerated 

gangster Bishnoi openly threat-

ened to kill him during a court 

appearance in Jodhpur over the 

actor’s involvement in the infa-

mous 1998 blackbuck poaching 

case. Since then, Khan has faced 

multiple threats. In April 2024, 

two shooters, allegedly from the 

Bishnoi gang, fired gunshots out-

side his Bandra residence before 

being arrested.

After this, security was 

enhanced with bulletproof glass 

protecting his balcony and 

CCTV cameras keeping watch 

on the road outside. Two months 

later, Navi Mumbai Police 

claimed to have discovered a 

plot to kill the actor when he 

travelled to his farmhouse at 

Panvel near Mumbai.

Security around the actor 

was further tightened following 

the murder of politician Baba 

Siddiqui, who was known to 

be a close friend of Salman, in 

October 2024.

The occupation's 
targeting of the 
movement's 
leaders and 
spokespersons will 
not break our will
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This Day In History
• 1809 - Peninsular War: France defeats Spain in the 

Battle of Medelin.

• 1845 - Mexico drops diplomatic relations with US

• 1854 - Britain &amp; France declare war on Russia 
(Crimean War)

• 1866 - 1st ambulance goes into service

• 1885 - US Salvation Army officially organized

• 1891 - 1st world weightlifting championship held

• 1904 -Japanese troops advance in Korea, defeat the 
Russians at Chengiu, and capture the town

• 1910 - 1st seaplane, takes off from water at Martinques 
France (Henri Fabre)

• 1913 - Guatemala becomes a signatory to the Buenos 
Aires copyright treaty.

• 1920 - Anton Denkin’s White Russian troops defeated 
by Bolsheviks/Soviets at Novorossijsk on the Black Sea 
(The British aid Denkin in his escape)

• 1922 - 1st microfilm device introduced

• 1929 - Democratic constitution goes into effect in 
Ecuador

• 1930 - Turkish cities Constantinople &amp; Angora 
change their names to Istanbul & Ankara

From KO Archives
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PRAYERS

FAJR 5: 000

ZUHR 12: 36

ASR 5:01

Magrib 6:51

ISHA 8:12

• TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
• PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
• PDD: 0194-2450213
• FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
• CAPD: 18001807011
• SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
• Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

• SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
• ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
• BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
• BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
• PAMPORE: 01933-294132
• PATTAN: 01954-293507
• QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

• Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)
• Mughal Road - (Closed)
• Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

THE INCREDIBLE FOOTFALL REFLECTS THE popularity of Kashmir’s natural beauty 
and the global appeal of the Tulip Garden. We are thrilled to see such an enthusiastic 
response.”

Soz Revolts, Blasts Farooq
Abdullah’s Decision ‘Insult To Kashmir Genius’
Observer News Service 

NEW DELHI-  Senior National Conference leader and  former union min-

ister Saifu-ud-din Soz, today revolted against his party leadership's 

decision  to support the BJP led government at the center and made an 

"impassioned" appeal  to Farooq Abdullah to  "reconsider your stand" in 

the  interests of people of Kashmir. 

"RSS will continue to guide and inspire the destiny" of the Vajpayee 

government" and the  contention of Farooq Abdullah  that he needed 

maximum support (funds) from the center, for the welfare of the state and  

had this compulsion for supporting the BJP government "is fraught with 

dangerous consequences", Soz said in a strongly worded statement issued 

here late this afternoon. 

 He said that "short run  political and economic gains involving many 

awkward compromises are no substitutes for long term and enduring 

political assertions" adding that even after Abdullah offered his party's 

support to the BJP, there was "no guarantee" that the ruling alliance will 

support National Conference commitment to restore internal autonomy to 

Jammu and Kashmir".

 "I don't think that Farooq is naive and does not understand that, in 

response to a coalition consensus, the BJP has just temporarily put the ab-

rogation of Art. 370, uniform civil code and Ram Mandir on a back burner", 

Soz said in his statement. 

The four-time Lok Sabha member and "official spokesman" of the 

National Conference, Soz, is said to have tried his best in last few days to 

convince Abdullah against taking any "hasty decision" on extending sup-

port to Vajpayee government. Soz is learnt to have been in touch with 

other senior National Conference leaders on this issue and most of them, 

including some senior ministers of Farooq government are reported to be 

in unanimity with Soz's stand. Soz, sources said talked to Farooq on phone 

late last evening and this morning, but seems to have failed in persuading 

his leader to change the stand. 

Soze, as already reported, attended the meetings of the United Front, 

even after Farooq Abdullah declared to have severed his relations with the 

Front, regretted that Abdullah took such a major decision without taking 

into confidence his senior party colleagues and also putting the issue be-

fore the party working committee, highest decision making body. 

This stance of Farooq Abdullah, not convening the party working com-

mittee before taking such an important decision " is an insult to the genius" 

of the people of Kashmir, Soz said and asked "are the people of Jammu and 

Kashmir supposed to live at the mercy of a central government of the day"?

 Soz also charged Farooq Abdullah with "misquoting" his father, Sheikh 

Muhammad Abdullah, in dealing with the center. "All the Sheikh said was 

that center and state should endeavor to maintain a harmonious rela-

tion within the frame work of center-state relations", Soz said and added 

that Farooq was "mistaken in his belief that generally people have short 

memories. He said that Farooq's announcement that he would be placing 

the issue of extending support to BJP after having taking the final decision 

himself, was "nothing short of adding insult to the injury". 

Soz advised Farooq Abdullah, to reconsider his decision, "even at this 

late stage" and try to appreciate the fact that "short run political or eco-

nomic gains involving many awkward promises are no substitute for long 

term and enduring pro-people assertions which always rest on calm reflec-

tions and cool thinking". 

"My worry is that Doctor Sahib, in his hurry to drove-tail short run situa-

tions of advantage with his politics of compromise, might cripple the very 

goose that invariably laid the golden eggs for him", Soz said.

 (Kashmir Observer, 28 March, 1998)

Tulip Garden Draws Record 

17,259 Visitors On Inaugural Day
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Asia's largest Tulip 
Garden in Srinagar witnessed an 
overwhelming response on its inau-
gural day, attracting a record-break-
ing 17,259 visitors, including local, 
national, and high-end tourists.

Following its grand opening, the 
Department of Floriculture, Gardens 
& Parks expressed gratitude to visi-
tors, particularly national and inter-
national tourists, for their enthusi-
astic participation. Officials stated 
that this year’s turnout has set a new 
benchmark in the garden’s history.

A senior official from the Flo-
riculture Department remarked, 
“The incredible footfall reflects 
the popularity of Kashmir’s natural 
beauty and the global appeal of the 
Tulip Garden. We are thrilled to see 
such an enthusiastic response.”

The department also extended 
appreciation to the Divisional and 
District administration, J&K Police, 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation, 
PWD, KPDCL, and other allied agen-
cies for their seamless coordination 

in ensuring a smooth and hassle-
free experience for visitors. Their 
dedicated efforts in maintaining 
security, cleanliness, and essential 
services were instrumental in mak-
ing the event a success.

A special mention was given to 
the dedicated gardeners, field staff, 
and officers of the Floriculture De-
partment, whose relentless efforts, 
meticulous planning, and commit-
ment have resulted in a breathtak-
ing floral spectacle. With over 1.70 
million tulips in full bloom, the gar-
den has once again proven to be a 
mesmerizing attraction.

Many visitors from different 
parts of India expressed their ex-
citement and awe at the floral 
wonderland. Neha Sharma from 
Mumbai, Maharashtra, said she 
has traveled to many hill stations, 
but nothing compares to the vi-
brant sea of tulips. She described it 
as stepping into a dream. Ramesh 
Patel from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 
shared that this was his first time in 
Kashmir, and the Tulip Garden was 
absolutely breathtaking. He found 

the variety of colors and the serene 
atmosphere to be a perfect holiday 
experience.

Anita Verma from Delhi ex-
pressed her delight, saying that 
the garden is an absolute treat for 
nature lovers. She praised the or-
ganization and maintenance of the 
garden and said she couldn’t stop 
taking pictures. Shiv Kumar from 
Bengaluru, Karnataka, stated that 
he always wanted to visit the Tulip 
Festival, and finally being there felt 
surreal. The sheer scale and beauty 
of the flowers, he said, were un-
matched. Pooja Singh from Jaipur, 
Rajasthan, added that the garden’s 
layout, the scenic backdrop of the 
Zabarwan Range, and the cool 
breeze made the visit an unforget-
table experience.

The Department of Floriculture 
reaffirmed its commitment to en-
hancing the beauty and vibrancy of 
this iconic garden. Authorities have 
encouraged tourists to continue 
visiting in the coming weeks to 
witness nature’s unparalleled gran-
deur at its peak.

Food Safety Team Seizes Expired 
Food Items In City

SMC Gears-Up For Major 
Religious Festivities

Dr Owais Extends Greetings 
On Shab-e-Qadr

Dr Andrabi Inaugurates Newly 
Constructed Mimber At Eidgah

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In preparation 
for the upcoming religious 
occasions of Shab-e-Qadr, 
Jumat-ul-Vida, Navratra and 
Eid-ul-Fitr, the Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation (SMC) has 
launched a series of special 
measures to ensure cleanli-
ness, sanitation, and smooth 
pedestrian and vehicular 
movement across the city.

Commissioner, SMC, Dr. 
Owais Ahmed has directed 
officials to implement ex-
tensive sanitation and fa-
cility management efforts 
at all major religious sites, 
ensuring a hygienic and 
organized environment for 
devotees.

SMC will uphold high 
sanitation standards at 
key religious locations, in-
cluding Hazratbal, Jenab 
Sahib Soura, Dastgeer Sa-
hib Khanyar, Imam Bargah 
Zadibal, Shahi Hamdan Sa-
hib, Makhdoom Sahib, and 
prominent temples such as 
Sharika Devi Temple, Durga 
Nag Temple, and Purashyar 
Mandir.

To accommodate the in-
creased number of devo-
tees, mobile toilet vans will 
be installed at prominent 
religious places, remaining 
operational until the culmi-
nation of the festivals.

The Commissioner di-
rected SMC’s Encroachment 
Wing to conduct massive 
anti-encroachment drives 
to ensure smooth pedestri-
an and vehicular movement 
throughout the city.

SMC’s Electric Wing 
was directed to ensure 
the proper functioning of 
streetlights, particularly in 
and around religious sites. 
Dedicated repair teams 
will remain on standby to 
promptly address any light-
ing issues.

SMC will deploy a dog-
catching squad during 
Shab-e-Qadr, Jumat-ul-
Vida, and Eid-ul-Fitr at 
Hazratbal to prevent stray 
animals from entering 
the Asar Sharief premises. 
Additionally, sanitation 
workers will be deployed 
to maintain cleanliness 
throughout the area.

SMC will conduct special 
sanitation drives to ensure 
all religious sites remain 
clean and hygienic ahead of 
the festivities.

SMC is committed to a 
clean and hassle-free cel-
ebration with these mea-
sures in place; it reaffirms 
its commitment to provid-
ing a clean, well-managed, 
and safe environment for 
citizens observing these 
significant religious events.

The Commissioner has 
directed all officials to 
execute these measures 
promptly and effectively, 
ensuring a seamless expe-
rience for devotees across 
Srinagar.

For grievances, updates, 
or additional information, 
citizens can reach SMC’s 
24x7 Control Room through 
the following helplines: 
18001807038, 0194-
2474499, 0194-2470465.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a warm and 
uplifting message to the 
citizens of Srinagar, Com-
missioner SMC, Dr. Owais 
Ahmed, has extended his 
heartfelt greetings on the 
auspicious occasion of 
Shab-e-Qadr, also known 
as the Night of Power.

This sacred night serves 
as a profound moment 
for reflection, prayer, and 
spiritual renewal.

Dr. Owais emphasized 
the extraordinary signifi-
cance of Shab-e-Qadr, high-
lighting its value as a night 
that surpasses a thousand 
months in blessings.

"Shab-e-Qadr is not just 
a night of individual devo-
tion; it is a time for collec-
tive worship and unity," 
he stated, adding, "Let us 
use this occasion to come 
together as a community, 
fostering a spirit of peace 
and harmony."

In a bid to enhance the 

spiritual experience for res-
idents, Dr. Owais has initiat-
ed vital measures to ensure 
a clean and serene environ-
ment throughout Srinagar. 
These initiatives include 
comprehensive cleanliness 
drives, improved sanita-
tion, and an uninterrupted 
water supply, ensuring that 
citizens can immerse them-
selves in prayer and reflec-
tion without distraction.

"As we observe this 
sacred night, let us also 
remember the values of 
compassion and solidarity 
that bind us together," Dr. 
Owais added. "May Shab-
e-Qadr inspire us all to 
strengthen our bonds and 
work towards a peaceful 
coexistence."

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chairperson of 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Waqf Board, Dr. Syed Dara-
khshan Andrabi, inaugurated 
the newly constructed Mim-
ber at the historic Eidgah 
in Srinagar on Wednesday. 
The event, though brief, was 
marked by a grand ceremony 
organized by the Waqf Board 
to celebrate the completion 
of this significant project.

The construction of the 
Mimber, which began a few 
months ago, is a key part of 
the Board’s broader plan to 
restore the historical and 
spiritual significance of Ei-
dgah. Expressing her delight 
at the project's completion, 
Dr. Andrabi said, "The devel-
opment and restoration of 
Eidgah’s glory is our dream 
project, and the construc-
tion of this Mimber is a vital 
part of that vision."

She further emphasized 
the need to develop the site 
in accordance with modern 
requirements while preserv-
ing its sanctity. "Despite fac-

ing opposition from vested 
interests, we remained 
steadfast in our mission to 
make the J&K Waqf Board an 
exemplary institution in the 
country. Through streamlin-
ing management systems, 
ensuring transparency, and 
maintaining accountability, 
we have achieved significant 
progress, which is evident at 
all Waqf-managed shrines 
and assets across J&K," Dr. 
Andrabi stated.

Dr. Andrabi was accompa-
nied by Waqf Board members 
Syed Mohammed Hussain 
and Dr. Ghulam Nabi Hal-
eem, as well as prominent 
religious figures, including 
the Imam of Jamia Masjid 
Srinagar, Mufti Ghulam Ra-
sool, and the Imam of Hazrat-
bal Shrine, Maulana Riyazul 
Haq. Also present were Waqf 
Board Executive Magistrate 
Ishtiaq Mohiuddin, Execu-
tive Engineer Qazi Mushtaq 
Ahmad, BJP District President 
Srinagar Advocate Sheikh 
Salman, and several other 
dignitaries and citizens of 
Srinagar.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Following the directions 
of Deputy Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, 
market inspections are being con-
tinuously conducted in Srinagar City 
to ensure sale of quality food items 
to the consumers.

Accordingly, acting promptly on a 
specific tip-off, the Food Safety De-
partment carried out a targeted raid 
on a wholesaler's premises in Saraf 
Kadal, Srinagar.

The raid, conducted in response to 
an anonymous complaint, uncovered 
an alarming stockpile of expired 
food items, including milk and milk 
products valued at approximately Rs. 
55,000. Shockingly, the seized stock 
also include items that had expired 
as far back as 2018.

During the inspection led by As-
sistant Commissioner Food Safety 
Srinagar, it was observed that ex-
pired goods were stored alongside 
fresh supplies, reflecting a disregard 
for fundamental food safety prac-
tices and consumer health. When 
questioned, the Food Business Op-
erator (FBO) at the premises failed to 
provide any satisfactory explanation 
on the presence of expired products.

The Food Safety team seized the 
expired items to prevent them from 
reaching consumers and contribut-
ing to potential health hazards.

As per the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act (FSS Act), the case has 
been forwarded to the Adjudicating 

Officer (Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar) for further legal 
proceedings. The swift and decisive 
action reinforces the Department’s 
commitment to safeguarding public 
health by ensuring compliance with 
food safety regulations.

The Food Safety Department re-
iterated its instructions to all Food 
Business Operators (FBOs) to ensure 
expired food items must be stored in 
a designated quarantine area, sepa-

rate from fresh supplies.
Any expired items found exhibited 

for sale will face strict penalties under 
the relevant provisions of the FSS Act.

Consumers are urged to remain 
vigilant and report any suspicious 
practices involving the sale of ex-
pired or substandard food items to 
the Food Safety Department. Public 
cooperation plays a pivotal role in 
upholding food safety standards and 
protecting community health.

DC Srinagar greets people on Shab-e-Qadr and Jummat Ul Vida
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat has 
felicitated people on the 
auspicious occasion of Shab-
e-Qadr, also known as Lylat-
ul-Qadr, the holy night when 
people congregate to pray to 
Almighty Allah seeking his 

forgiveness.
The DC also greeted people 

on the occasion of Jummat Ul 
Vida the last Friday of the Ra-
madan ul Mubarak 1446 Hijri.

Dr. Bilal prayed for better-
ment of the people and ex-
pressed hope that the holy 
night would bring Allah’s 
blessings. He also prayed 
that the auspicious occasion 

would strengthen the bonds 
of communal harmony and 
brotherhood and be a harbin-
ger of peace and prosperity.

Meanwhile MLA Lal Chowk 
Ahsan Pardesi also extended 
warm greetings to the people 
on the auspicious occasion of 
Shab-e-Qadr, a night described 
in the Holy Quran as “better 
than a thousand months.
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  K O  V I E W

Investing in Mutual Funds: A 
Comprehensive Guide to Gold, Debt, 
Global Funds, and Equity Funds in India

Irshad Mushtaq

I
nvesting in mutual funds has become an increasingly popular choice for In-
dian investors looking to grow their wealth. This article aims to provide a 
focused examination of the various types of mutual funds available, specifi-
cally targeting gold, debt, global funds, and equity funds.

Understanding Mutual Fund Categories
 1. Gold Funds

 Gold mutual funds offer investors exposure to the performance of gold with-
out the complexities of physical gold ownership. These funds invest in gold ETFs 
(Exchange-Traded Funds) or directly in gold bullion. They are an effective hedge 
against inflation and currency fluctuations, providing a stable investment op-
tion in uncertain economic climates.

 2. Debt Funds
 Debt funds invest in fixed-income securities like government bonds, cor-

porate bonds, and other debt instruments. They are generally considered safer 
than equity funds and are suitable for conservative investors seeking steady re-
turns. Debt funds can be particularly appealing in a rising interest rate environ-
ment, as they generate stable income while preserving capital.

3. Global Funds
 Global funds allow investors to diversify their portfolios by investing in 

international equities and debt securities. This provides exposure to markets 
outside India, increasing the potential for higher returns while spreading risk. 
However, investors must be aware of currency fluctuations and geopolitical 
risks when considering global funds, as these factors can impact returns.

4. Equity Funds
 Equity funds invest primarily in stocks, offering the potential for high 

returns over the long term. They come in various forms, including large-cap, 
mid-cap, and small-cap funds, each catering to different risk appetites. Equity 
funds are ideal for investors with a higher risk tolerance who seek to capitalize 
on market growth.

Key Considerations for Investors

Risk Assessment
 Before investing in any mutual fund category, it is crucial to assess your 

risk tolerance. Gold and debt funds typically offer lower risk, while equity and 
global funds carry higher risk due to market volatility.

Read the full article on our website: https://kashmirobserver.net
Learn from the insights of @Irshad Mushtaq, Writer, Investor, 

Entrepreneur & Founder of M I Securities! Connect for valuable financial advice 
at misecurities@bp.sharekhan.com.

Disclaimer: This article is for informational purposes only and does not offer 
investment advice. It is not an endorsement or an offer to buy or sell any financial 

products. If you decide to act on the information here, you do so at your own risk

Thawing Permafrost

A 
new study has revealed that permafrost in Jammu 

& Kashmir and Ladakh is thawing due to climate 

change.This is the ice that has been frozen for thou-

sands of years and its thawing  poses far-reaching en-

vironmental challenges for the region and beyond.

Significantly, permafrost covers nearly 65% of J&K and La-

dakh. Over a quarter of this is continuously frozen,  providing 

stability to glaciers, river systems, and even entire settlements. 

But rising temperatures are disrupting this delicate equilibri-

um. This primarily doesn’t bode well for the water resources. 

Glaciers and permafrost act as natural reservoirs. They gradu-

ally release water to sustain water bodies through dry months. 

But should they thaw earlier, as is happening due to rising tem-

peratures, this will make river flows erratic, which, in turn, 

will affect the agriculture, power and water supply. 

There are larger environmental consequences for the re-

gion. Permafrost stores carbon and methane, and once it melts 

it releases these into the atmosphere, This, in turn, will aggra-

vate the existing global warmingWhat is more, thawing per-

mafrost could awaken ancient microbes, posing unforeseen 

threats to public health.

With glaciers also gradually receding over the past two de-

cades, it is a double whammy. It threatens the discharge in the 

region’s water bodies.  Thawing of glaciers is taking place all 

over J&K as well as Ladakh. Climate change in the Himalayas is 

triggered largely by global factors such as rising temperatures 

due to greenhouse gas emissions, industrial and agricultural 

activity, as well as deforestation at a global level. 

This has created two immediate problems for our region: 

one, the glaciers are melting and another due to increasingly 

snowless winters, glaciers are not adequately replenished.  

Kashmir  witnesses its heaviest snow during chilai kalan 

and the snowfall progressively reduces in February and March 

when spring sets in. But this year chilai kalan was completely 

dry, the last such seasons were in 2015 and 2018. This winter, 

and the 2023-24 winter, more or less, also were largely dry.

Heavy snow in these two months helps in the glacier for-

mation which in turn charges up the Valley’s water bodies 

through summer. So increasing the frequency of dry winters 

signals trouble. More so, at a time when the Valley’s major gla-

ciers have shown marked signs of depletion in recent decades. 

Biggest of them is the Kolahai glacier. The area of Kolahai, ac-

cording to a study, has retreated to 11.24 square kilometers from 

13.87 sq kms since 1976.  This doesn’t augur well for the future. 

Kashmir's plight is not an isolated event, but a harbinger of 

what awaits us all if the world continues down this path of un-

checked environmental degradation. 

P
esticide residues have been 
found in more than 50% of food 
samples tested in India. Some 
foods, such as vegetables, fruits, 

cereals, pulses and spices, have been 
found to contain more than the maximum 
residue limits (MRLs) set by regulatory 
bodies. Pesticides are used on crops to 
control insects, fungi and weeds and can 
be transported through water, soil and 
air, affecting nearby crops. Additionally, 
some pesticides are used to prevent spoil-
age during storage and transport. Com-
mon fruits and vegetables such as apples, 
grapes, strawberries, spinach, tomatoes 
and potatoes often contain significant 
residues of pesticides. Staple foods such 
as rice, wheat, lentils and chickpeas may 
also contain harmful pesticides.

Pesticide residues in food are small 
amounts of pesticides that remain on or 
within foods after they have been used on 

crops. These residues can potentially pose 
health risks, depending on the specific 
pesticide and its concentration. India is 
one of the top consumers of pesticides 
globally, using them extensively in agri-
culture to protect crops from pests and 
diseases. However, the detection of pes-
ticide residues in food has emerged as a 
significant health issue. Research shows 
that most foods in India contain these 
residues, some of which have levels high-
er than safe limits. This situation raises 
serious health concerns and highlights 
the need for better food safety regulations 
and greater public awareness. The recent 
appeal by the Union Minister of State for 
Health and Family Welfare for a compre-
hensive national strategy for monitoring 
pesticide residues in food is important to 
enhance public health and food safety in 
India. Contamination of food with pesti-
cides poses a serious health risk, which 

is further worsened by modern farming 
practices and reckless use of chemicals. 
Although several regulatory measures 
are in place, there are gaps in monitoring, 
enforcement and public education, which 
require stronger government action at 
both the central and state levels.

Reports from the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
and various independent studies show 
that pesticide residues have been found 
in more than 50% of food samples tested 
in India. Some foods, such as vegetables, 
fruits, cereals, pulses and spices, have 
been found to contain pesticides in excess 
of the maximum residue limits (MRLs) 
set by regulatory bodies. Pesticides are 
used on crops to control insects, fungi and 
weeds and can be transported through wa-
ter, soil and air, affecting nearby crops. 
Additionally, some pesticides are used 
to prevent spoilage during storage and 

transportation. Common fruits and veg-
etables such as apples, grapes, strawber-
ries, spinach, tomatoes and potatoes often 
contain significant residues of pesticides. 
Staple foods such as rice, wheat, lentils 
and chickpeas may also contain harmful 
pesticides. Spices such as turmeric, cori-
ander and cumin can sometimes contain 
pesticide levels above safe limits. Con-
suming food with pesticide residues can 
cause a variety of health problems, which 
vary depending on the amount and dura-
tion of exposure. Short-term effects can 
include nausea, dizziness, headaches and 
allergic reactions, while long-term expo-
sure can result in serious conditions such 
as cancer, hormonal imbalances, neu-
rological disorders and developmental 
problems in children.

Dr. Satyawan Saurabh
Haryana
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Cultivating Charitable Behaviour In Children 

Supplying Polluted Water 
Violates Consumer Rights
Providing unsafe drinking water to people not only violates environmental 

laws but is also a clear violation of the Consumer Protection Act

Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat

W
e recently commemorated World 
Consumer Rights Day, observed 
every year on March 15. This day 
serves as a reminder of the im-

portance of consumer rights and their protec-
tion. World Consumer Rights Day was first 
observed in 1983, and the date was chosen to 
commemorate U.S. President John F. Ken-
nedy's address to the U.S. Congress on March 
15, 1962, in which he formally recognized these 
rights. He was the world’s first leader to do so.

This year’s theme for World Consumer 
Rights Day 2025 was "A Just Transition to 
Sustainable Lifestyles." This theme clearly 
reflects the importance of making sustainable 
and healthy lifestyle choices accessible and 
available to all consumers, including access to 
safe drinking water.

Soon after commemorating Consumer 
Rights Day, people across the world, including 
J&K, celebrated International Water Day on 
March 22. This year's theme for the occasion 
was glacier preservation. After writing on 
both these issues recently, I found a close rela-
tionship between water and consumer rights, 
which led me to write this piece for public 
awareness and to sensitize the government 
about this critical issue.

Access to Clean Drinking Water Is a 
Consumer Right

When we talk about consumer rights, peo-
ple in the Indian subcontinent—especially in 
Jammu & Kashmir—hardly imagine that ac-
cess to clean drinking water is also a consum-
er right. This is because Jammu & Kashmir 
has been blessed with numerous fresh drink-
ing water sources, and we never anticipated 
a time when most of these sources would be-
come polluted, forcing us to rely on packaged 
drinking water.

There was a time, 20 to 30 years ago, when 
we drank water directly from rivers and 
streams. Even the water of Dal Lake was used 
for drinking purposes just 30 to 40 years ago. 
The transition to tap water occurred between 
the 1960s and the 1980s. Now, we have reached 
a point where we are hesitant to drink even 
tap water. Many have already shifted to drink-
ing packaged water, which is often labeled as 
"mineral water." However, whether this water 
is genuinely "mineral water" is a separate de-
bate. Additionally, storing water in plastic bot-
tles is harmful, especially when grocery stores 
leave them exposed to sunlight.

As drinking water sources continue to 
deplete, the government has started charging 
consumers for drinking water supply—some-
thing that was freely available in Kashmir 
and Jammu until a decade ago. Consumers 
are now required to sign agreements with the 
Public Health Engineering (PHE) Jal Shakti 
Department. This entitles them to clean drink-
ing water, which clearly brings the PHE - Jal 
Shakti Department under the purview of the 
Consumer Protection Act, 2019. However, nei-
ther consumers nor the government seem to 
recognize this fact.

Pollution in Drinking Water Sources
I have always spoken based on facts, which 

I gather through RTI or other reliable sources. 
I have personally visited Doodh Ganga at its 
source near Navkan Valley in the Pir Panjal 

mountains, about a 10-hour hike from Yus-
marg. At its source, the water is so pristine and 
clean that words cannot do justice to its purity. 
However, just 15 to 20 kilometers downstream, 
Doodh Ganga becomes heavily polluted.

This pollution is an open fact, and the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT) has issued mul-
tiple orders in this regard following my peti-
tion filed four years ago. Recently, the NGT 
reprimanded the Commissioner Secretary of 
the Housing & Urban Development Depart-
ment for failing to address the water pollution 
in Doodh Ganga. Hefty penalties are expected 
to follow now.

Water Analysis Confirms Contamination

The NGT has already imposed environ-
mental compensation amounting to Rs 79 
crores on the SMC, the Mining Department, 
and the Municipal Committees of Chadoora 
and Budgam.

•	 Initially, a Rs 3 crore penalty was imposed 
on the government in March 2022.

•	 Then, a Rs 35 crore penalty was imposed 
in October 2022.

•	 Finally, an Rs 41.67 crore penalty was im-
posed on Srinagar Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) in October 2024.

The government has sanctioned Rs 140 
crores to set up sewage treatment plants (STPs) 
from Barzulla to Chadoora to treat wastewater 
entering Doodh Ganga.

The J&K Pollution Control Committee 
(PCC) submitted a detailed water analysis 
report last year as per the NGT's orders. The 
report states that the water quality in Doodh 
Ganga is extremely poor and not even fit for 
bathing. Ironically, this contaminated water is 
supplied to over six lakh people in Srinagar’s 
uptown areas.

Lawmakers Express Concern
Untreated sewage and fecal waste continue 

to enter Doodh Ganga, Jhelum, and other wa-
ter bodies across J&K. The same contaminated 
water is then supplied to the public.

Recently, MLA Bijbehara expressed out-

rage against municipal institutions in Bi-
jbehara, Mattan, and Anantnag for allowing 
drains to discharge directly into Jhelum, as 
these towns lack sewage treatment plants. He 
criticized the government’s misleading re-
sponse in the Assembly and voiced his frustra-
tion on social media, stating that the "adminis-
tration’s response was riddled with flaws and 
misinformation."

Similarly, MLA Uri, Sajjad Shafi, condemned 
the PHE - Jal Shakti Department for cutting off 
drinking water supply to some villages in his 
constituency due to non-payment of fees. He even 
declared in the Assembly, “Take my salary and re-
store drinking water to the people.”

Conclusion
Supplying contaminated water not only 

violates multiple environmental laws but is 
also a clear violation of the Consumer Protec-
tion Act, 2019. More importantly, it breaches 
international laws, as the United Nations (UN) 
has declared access to clean and safe drinking 
water a basic human right.

On July 28, 2010, the UN General Assembly 
adopted a resolution recognizing the right to 
water as a fundamental human right. Ensur-
ing access to clean water is also a key objective 
of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). However, given the current state of 
affairs in Jammu & Kashmir, achieving these 
goals seems increasingly difficult.

Despite spending billions of rupees under 
the Jal Jeevan Mission, the government has 
failed to provide safe drinking water. Pipelines 
have been laid across every corner of J&K, yet 
the water supplied remains contaminated—as 
proven in the Doodh Ganga case pending be-
fore the NGT for the last four years.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer. 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an Acumen 
Fellow and Chairman Jammu &amp;

 Kashmir RTI Movement. Feedback: 
bhatrajamuzaffar@gmail.com

Doodh Ganga at Navkan Valley Pir Panjal

There was a time, 20 to 30 years ago, when we drank water 
directly from rivers and streams. Even the water of Dal Lake was used 

for drinking purposes just 30 to 40 years ago. The transition to tap water 
occurred between the 1960s and the 1980s. Now, we have reached a point 
where we are hesitant to drink even tap water
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Al Quds Day

Masjid Al Aqsa in Islamic History
Zafar Bangash

M
asjid al-Aqsa holds im-
mense significance in Is-
lamic religious tradition as 

well as history. It is known as the 
first qibla of Muslims' the direction 
toward which Muslims face to offer 
their salat'as well as the third holi-
est site in Islam. It is built on the site 
where the noble Messenger (saws) 
led all the earlier Prophets in prayer 
when he was transported by night 
from Masjid al-Haram before his 
miraj (ascension to Heaven) to the 
point referred to in the Qur'an as 
Sidrat al-Muntaha (53:10-16).

In contemporary history, it has 
become a contested place because 
the zionists claim it is built on the 
site where their first and second 
temples originally existed. A great 
deal of myth is interwoven into this 
narrative despite the fact that the 
temple was destroyed repeatedly 
by invading forces. The Babylonian 
king Bakhtnasr (Nebuchadnezzer) 
attacked Jerusalem in 587 BC and 
destroyed the temple (Beyetel). The 
Israelites were enslaved and suf-
fered greatly for more than 70 years.

There were several phases of 
rebuilding and destruction of the 
temple the last being the Romans' 
destruction of it in 70 CE. No trace 
of the temple has ever existed. 
While the some hardcore zionists 
are currently trying to encroach 
on the Haram al-Sharif (the noble 
Sanctuary) and are even demand-
ing the right to worship there, 
Rabbinical law prohibits Jews from 
setting foot on the Temple Mount 
for fear of desecrating the 'holy of 
Holies' in Jewish religious tradition. 
There is in fact a board erected near 
the Haram al-Sharif that houses 
both the Masjid al-Aqsa as well as 
Dome of the Rock and numerous 
madrassas and other smaller struc-
tures, prohibiting Jewish trespass-
ing of the Haram al-Sharif.

Let us first consider who built 
Masjid al-Aqsa: was it the father-
and-son Prophets Daud and Prophet 
Sulayman (as), as claimed by the 
zionists, or built even earlier? We 
know from the Qur'an (2:127-128) 
that the father and son Prophets, 
Ibrahim and Ismail (as) built the 
Ka'aba in conformity with the com-
mand of Allah. The Ka'aba in Makkah 
is the first House of worship for Allah 
on earth. Prophet Ibrahim (as) had 
settled his first son Ismail (as) and 
his mother, Hajar (as) there, again 
according to the command of Allah.

Prophet Ibrahim (as), however, 
did not live in Makkah; he lived 
in Palestine in the place that takes 
its name from him: al-Khalil (He-
bron). Is it conceivable that Prophet 
Ibrahim (as) would build a place of 
worship in Makkah but not have a 
place of worship in Jerusalem that 
is right next to Hebron? As the Pa-
triarch of all the Prophets of Allah, 
Ibrahim (as) also built a place of 
worship in Jerusalem. This came to 
be known as Beteyel (meaning the 
House of Allah in Hebrew).

When Ibrahim's (as) second son 
Is'haq (Isaac) was born and grew up 

in Hebron, he would go to worship in 
Beteyel. Interestingly, Is'haq (as) who 
was also a noble Prophet of Allah, also 
prayed in the Ka'aba in Makkah and 
performed the Hajj pilgrimage there 
together with his father (Ibrahim 
(as) and brother (Ismail (as), again 
according to the commands of Al-
lah. It was Ibrahim (as) that named 
Beteyel as Masjid al-Aqsa' the farthest 
mosque' in deference to the Ka 'aba, 
from which it was located far away to 
the northwest.

Yaqub (as), known in the Bible 
as Jacob who was the son of Is'haq 
(as), was also a noble Prophet who 
opened Beteyel as a place of wor-
ship for all those that accepted the 
One true God, Allah. Naturally in 
the land of Palestine many other 
tribes resided. The land takes its 
name from the Philistines, the 
people that lived there. Among the 
other tribes were the Moabites and 
Hittites. The latter tribe was the 
one to which the mother of Sulay-
man (as) belonged. It needs recall-
ing that Ibrahim (as) was born in Ur 
(present-day Iraq) and was forced 
into exile because of the oppression 
and persecution he faced at the 
hands of the tyrant Nimrood. After 
a long journey, Ibrahim (as) finally 
settled in al-Khalil (Palestine).

Prophetic history takes many 
turns and it is no different with 
the Prophets from the lineage of 
Ibrahim (as). Prophet Yusuf (as) 
[Joseph] was greatly loved by his 
father Yaqub (as). This created huge 
jealousy among his step-brothers 
who plotted to kill him but finally 
decided to thrown him a well.

He was rescued from the well 
and sold into slavery ending in 
Egypt where the ruler employed 
him. The ruler's wife had a crush 
on him because Yusuf (as) was a 
very handsome young man but Al-
lah protected him from committing 
sin and despite being innocent, he 
ended up in prison where he spent 
many years. When he was finally 
released, the king appointed him to 
the important post of the kingdom's 
treasury and he became the de facto 
ruler of Egypt. The story of Yusuf 
(as) is narrated in exquisite detail in 
the noble Qur'an in the surah by the 
same name (Surah Yusuf).

Once Yusuf (as) had attained 
power in Egypt, he invited his fam-
ily' father, mothers and brothers' 
to live with him in Egypt. They 
readily accepted the offer as nar-
rated in the chapter on Genesis 46 
in the Torah. No one from Yaqub's 
(as) family was left to take care of 
Beteyel/Masjid al-Aqsa. Thus, he 
gave charge of the masjid to the 
local inhabitants, the Palestinians. 
The children of Yaqub (as), referred 
to as Bani Israel in the noble Qur'an 
lived in Egypt for more than 400 
years. There was never a hint that 
they should return to Palestine to 
reclaim ownership/custodianship 
of Masjid al-Aqsa.

Many generations later, the Bani 
Israel were taken as slaves by the 
pharaohs and it was not until Al-
lah raised Musa (as) [Moses] among 
them that he led them out of slavery 

and across the Red Sea into the Sinai 
Peninsula. When Allah ordered them 
to enter Palestine, they refused, in-
curring Allah's wrath to wander in 
the desert for 40 years. During this 
time, Musa (as) died and Allah raised 
another Prophet, Daud (as) who was 
a soldier in the army of Saul. Because 
of his courage, Daud (as) was made 
king and entered Palestine to estab-
lish his kingdom there.

It was Sulayman (as) who re-
built the temple (Masjid al-Aqsa) 
with the support and help of the 
indigenous people, principally the 
Palestinians. The father-son rule, 
however, lasted a total of 73 years. 
Thereafter, his sons divided the 
kingdom and power once again 
slipped from their hands. A chain 
of Prophets emerged among their 
progeny but the Bani Israel were 
always argumentative and refused 
to abide by the teachings of the 
Prophets. The Qur'an narrates that 
they killed many of their prophets 
among them Zakariya (as) as well 
as his son Yahya (as).

As mentioned earlier, the Baby-
lonian king Bakhtnasr (Nebuchad-
nezzer) laid siege to Jerusalem and 

took over the city and Palestine in 
587 BC. He destroyed the temple/
Masjid al-Aqsa and enslaved all the 
people. This story is narrated in de-
tail in the Bible in Kings 2 Chapters 
24 and 25. The Torah also says that 
the Israelites were enslaved in both 
the Nile (Egypt) and in the Euphra-
tes (by the Babylonians).

The Persian King Cyrus the Great 
rescued the Bani Israel after sev-
enty years of slavery in Babylon. 
He also permitted them to return 
to Palestine from where the Baby-
lonians had driven them out. The 
Persian Empire faced a rival in the 
Roman Empire and constant battles 
occurred between them. In the year 
70 CE, the Romans captured Jerusa-
lem and destroyed the temple one 
more time. Barely 65 years later in 
what is referred to as the Bar Kokh-
ba revolt, the Romans massacred 
the Bani Israel and even dug out the 
foundations of the temple in the 
year 135 CE. By now, the Romans 
had accepted Christianity as their 
religion and their enmity toward 
the Jews intensified as killers of 
Prophet Isa (as) [Jesus].

The Romans, however, faced a 

constant threat from the Persians 
and in the year 614 CE, the latter 
took control of Jerusalem from the 
Romans. In Makkah where the no-
ble Messenger (saws) had started 
his mission of propagating Islam, 
the mushriks made fun of Muslims 
because the fire-worshipping Zoro-
astrians had vanquished the Chris-
tian Romans. The Qur'an narrates 
this in the opening ayats of Surah 
al-Rum in which Allah (swt) says 
that not only the Romans but Mus-
lims too would be victorious within 
a period of less than 10 years.

Given the plight of Muslims at 
the time' their numbers were small 
and they faced great persecution' 
the Makkah mushriks made great 
fun of the Qur'anic ayats but Allah's 
Word came true' as it was bound 
to' within the stipulated timeframe 
and not only the Romans defeated 
their Persian rivals but the Muslims 
also triumphed over their Makkah 
foes in the Battle of Badr.

It is also pertinent to note that 
when Muslims migrated from 
Makkah to Madinah, for the first 
17 months, they faced toward 
Masjid al-Aqsa in their salat. It was 
during dhuhr salat in the second 
year of the hijrah that Allah's rev-
elation about the change of qibla 
from Masjid al-Aqsa in Jerusalem 
to Masjid al-Haram in Makkah 
came. This is narrated in the Quran 
(2:142-43). The masjid in Madinah 
where the Prophet (saws) was lead-
ing the Muslims in salat is today 
called Masjid Qiblatain (Masjid of 
the two qiblas).

Jerusalem, however, came into 
Muslim possession only during the 
Khilafah of Umar (ra) in the year 
638 CE. The Christian Patriarch, 
Sophronius had insisted that he 
would hand over the keys of Jeru-
salem only to the ruler of Muslims. 
The second Khalifah Umar was on 
a campaign in the Golan Heights 
and when word reached him, he 
hurried to Jerusalem to take pos-
session of the keys without causing 
any bloodshed in the city.

When he entered the city, Umar 
(ra) located the place where the 
noble Messenger (saws) had led all 
the Prophets in prayer before his 
ascension of Heaven on his mi'raj. 
After cleansing the place thorough-
ly, he led the Muslims in prayer and 
a makeshift mosque was erected 
there. This simple structure later 
developed into what is called Mas-
jid al-Aqsa today and has been in 
Muslim possession ever since.

There is also another more im-
pressive structure that emerged on 
the Haram al-Sharif. This is called 
the Dome of the Rock and has a 
huge gold dome. The Ummayyad 
ruler Abdul Malik built this about 
50 years later over the rock where 
the Heavenly stead, the Buraq was 
tethered when the Prophet (saws) 
led the other Prophets in prayer. Af-
ter mounting the Buraq that started 
to ascend, the rock followed. The 
Angel Jibrail (as) asked the noble 
Messenger (saws) to order the rock 
from rising.

The noble Messenger (saws) put 

his foot on the rock ordering it to stop. 
To this day, there is a footprint on the 
rock and it remains suspended except 
for very thin metal rods underneath 
it. This is the place where the Dome 
of the Rock Mosque exists.

The Muslims lost Masjid al-Aqsa 
and Jerusalem to the Crusaders in 
the year 1099 CE. Muslim rulers 
surrounding Palestine had become 
corrupt, much like the rulers today 
and had lost the will to defend Is-
lam or Muslims. It was not until 
another 88 years before Salahud-
din Ayyubi liberated Masjid al-Aqsa 
and Jerusalem from the clutches of 
the Crusaders.

Unfortunately the decline in 
Muslim rule and corruption in 
their ranks has led to the loss of 
Masjid al-Aqsa one more time. It 
occurred in several phases. When 
the Ottoman Empire was defeated 
and dismembered, the British co-
lonialists took control of Palestine 
and in typical colonial style started 
to disburse Muslim lands to others. 
The Europeans had never tolerated 
the Jews in their midst; the fre-
quent pogroms against them being 
a constant reminder of the intol-
erance of the Europeans. In 1918, 
when Britain occupied Palestine, 
they conspired to hand it over to 
the Jews' actually the zionists' as 
a permanent homeland totally ig-
noring the rights of the indigenous 
Palestinian people. At the time the 
Zionist state was created in Pales-
tine in 1948, more than 60 percent 
of Palestinian land was handed 
over to the zionists. The rest was 
grabbed by the zionists in 1967 
together with East Jerusalem that 
houses the Masjid al-Aqsa as well 
as the Dome of the Rock.

That is where the situation 
stands today: Masjid al-Aqsa, in-
deed the entire Haram al-Sharif 
is under Zionist occupation and 
threat of destruction. Even while 
Muslims throughout their history 
provided sanctuary to the Jewish 
people after they suffered persecu-
tion elsewhere, the Zionists have 
turned out to be the worst kinds of 
oppressors in history. They act with 
impunity and are extremely hostile 
toward the indigenous Palestinian 
people. Heavily armed, they shoot 
at the slightest pretext and have no 
regard for Palestinian life.

The corrupt Muslim rulers are 
totally subservient to the imperi-
alists and zionists. Reposing hope 
in them to rescue the Muslims is 
a waste of time. It would require 
a figure like Salahuddin Ayyubi to 
rise among the Muslims to liberate 
Masjid al-Aqsa and Palestine from 
another group of Crusaders, this 
time of the Zionist variety.

Until then, Muslims can pray and 
prepare for that day. A good start-
ing point would be to become bet-
ter informed about their history that 
seems to have been largely forgotten.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do 
not necessarily represent the 
editorial stance of Kashmir 
Observer 
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Mindful Fridays

Aisha Hasnain

I
n the court, as Sana and her mother 
sat shaking in their shoes, the judge 
asked the official:
"Have you drafted these documents?"
"Yes, Your Honour," the official replied.
"Under what provision?"
"Your Honour, their grandfather has 

left a wasiyat [a will] for them."
"Where is the will?"
"Your Honour, the defendants' grand-

father had left some of his land in their 
care so that the defendants could culti-
vate it for means of income."

"Is it true?" the Judge asked the uncles. 
‘Yes,’ they replied confused, caught off 
guard. The official continued:

"Your Honour, the grandfather was an 
unlettered man. Hence, his decision to 
let the defendants have the hold of the 
land is his form of the will.”

The Judge agreed with the official, fa-
voured the defendants and gave them le-
gal rights over the land. This was yin and 
yang between de jure and de facto.

Afshana could not recall what her pa-
ternal aunt looked like until the latter 
came to see Afshana's younger brother 
who was lying on the deathbed. The aunt 
was the only kind enough relative to 

show up after two decades. No one else 
ever came from her deceased father’s 
family to see the widowed mother liv-
ing with her brother or the children who 
lived in an orphanage.

The argument of the greedy kinfolk of 
an orphan: “Orphans are not mentioned 
in the inheritance law in the Holy Book, 
thereby they stand ousted from any in-
heritance.” Well, there is no direct men-
tion, for sure; however, I ask, “Where is 
it written in the Holy Book that the or-
phans shall ‘not’ receive any share?”

Qur’an:
• Did you see him who denies the 

Hereafter? [107:1]
• Such is the one who repulses the 

orphan [107:2]
• And when the relatives and the or-

phans and the poor are present at 
the time of division of inheritance, 
give them something out of it [the 
property] and speak to them words 
of appropriate kindness. [4:8]

• Let those who, if they themselves 
died, would fear for the future of 
their helpless children, let them 
fear Allah and speak appropriate 
words [i.e., show the same concern 
for orphans] [4:9]

• Do good to your parents and relatives, 

and orphans and the needy [2:83]
• And that you stand firm for justice 

to orphans. [4:127]
• So as for the orphan, do not oppress 

him [93:9]
• And you devour others’ inheritance 

greedily [89:19]
• But no, you do not honour the or-

phan [89:17]
There are two things Allah gave a hu-

man: Shariat, and Shu’oor. Shariyat is 
law. Shu’oor is sense. The inheritance to 
orphans is one of those things He has ex-
plained in His final book, the Qur’an, not 
in words of one syllable. Some matters 
were left by Him for us humans to evalu-
ate sensibly, looking for guidance in the 
light of the holy Qur’an and the teachings 
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). But we 
have become good at nothing but creat-
ing controversies out of the ambiguity in 
these matters.

One day I asked my father, “Baba, how 
is it that I am sure I am born in the right 
belief and the other person in the wrong 
one? How is the latter to be blamed if 
they were born in the wrong belief?” My 
father answered: “No, Aisha, God shall 
ask you, ‘If in the world you had time to 
study so much of science and art, how 
come did you not care to study the book 

I sent for you?’” I think my father did a 
fair job at raising me. If I am to turn into a 
rogue, that would be on me now.

This inheritance ‘puzzle’ is as simple 
as it gets: Aisha is a legal heir of her fa-
ther, Hasnain. In turn, Hasnain is a legal 
heir of his own father, Ghulam Rasool, 
who is also Aisha’s grandfather. Hasnain 
will pass on the ancestral property to Ai-
sha which he himself will inherit from 
Ghulam Rasool. Since Ghulam Rasool is 
alive, the division of the property has not 
taken place yet. Sadly, Hasnain dies be-
fore he could inherit any fortune from his 
father. Now Aisha finds no inheritance 
not because she ceases to be the daugh-
ter of her deceased father who ‘was’ the 
son of Ghulam Rasool, but simply and 
plainly because her father died with-
out having received any property from 
Ghulam Rasool. But losing her father 
is what her gluttonous co-heirs equate 
with ‘Aisha is no longer entitled to any 
share in the property’. There is no divine 
law or lack of it behind this no-share 
theory. It is poor math and pure politics.

The following are the verses from the 
Qur’an for the orphaned children whose 
parent(s) died while they were minors and 
were left with some wealth from them:
• And do not eat up their [the or-

phans’] property along with your 
own. It is surely a mighty sin. [4:2]

• Indeed those who unjustly eat up 
the property of orphans eat up a 
fire into their own bellies. And they 
will soon be burning in a Blazing 
Fire. [4:10]

• And do not go near the wealth of 
the orphan [6:152]

In case the father had gathered no sav-
ings or security in his lifetime that his legal 
heirs could inherit, what is the way out 
for Aisha? Here comes the crucial role of 
Ghulam Rasool. There is a reason that the 
Islamic law has allowed Ghulam Rasool 
to make a will for any cause of his choice 
within one-third of his wealth and dis-
couraged him from giving away his prop-
erty to his children while he is still alive 
and in need of his wealth. Ghulam Rasool 
has the freedom to leave a will or leave ev-
erything for the children. The trick though 
is that Ghulam Rasool is barred from mak-
ing the will for his legal inheritors. In his 
life, he can give anyone anything, but once 
he leaves the world, his say in things, 
except for his will made in compliance 
with the Muslim law, holds no merit. The 
Shariat takes over. My father cannot leave 
a one-third property will in my name and 
let my siblings and his wife look for their 

small shares in the two-third of his prop-
erty – movable or immovable - which I am 
again also a rightful shareholder of apart 
from receiving a will.

What one can deduce from the 
Qur’anic verses mentioned above, and 
many more not mentioned in this article, 
is that the grandfather is under an obli-
gation to make a will for his orphaned 
grandchildren. If this society had been 
kind enough, the title of this article could 
have been the reverse: How an Orphan 
Lands a Lion’s Share in the Property by 
Means of a Will? If the grandfather has 
five children and fifteen grandchildren, 
the twenty together would have to look 
for their share in the two-third while 
the orphan singularly got one-third. 
While this is wishful thinking and also 
something I wouldn’t propose, give the 
orphan as much of share as the other 
children in the family would (indirectly) 
inherit from the grandfather, give or take, 
for creep’s sake!

The stories narrated in the article are 
true but the names have been changed. 
The author goes by her pen name, 
Aisha Hasnain. She can be reached at 
aishahasnain02@gmail.com.

Read the full version of this article on our wesbite

Inheritance to Orphans Under Islamic Law
Let the same Creator answer in Whose name orphans are being expelled from their rights
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL EKLAVYA 
MODEL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL

Salia, Anantnag, J&K (192129)

Tribal Affairs Department Jammu Kashmir
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government Of India.

(National Education Society For Tribal Students)
Website: emrssalia.net  | UDISE: 01061100811  | Email: emrssalia@gmail.com  | Phone 

No.: 01932-292544

EMRS SALIA SELECTION TEST 2025-26 RESULT NOTIFICATION
This institution issued a notification through print media vide No: EMRS/S/2025/520-28 Dated: 25/03/2025 for inviting appli-
cations from the eligible candidates of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir for admission to Class VI in accordance with the 
National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS) guidelines issued vide F.NO: NESTS/EMRS/CAC/109/2021-22/1498, 
dated 01/01/2025, duly endorsed by the Tribal Affairs Department, J&K, vide No: TA-ADM/6/2025/03TAD(e-7609848) Dated: 
07/01/2025, and Deputy Commissioner Anantnag vide No: DDCA/Tribal/2024-25/8191-94, dated: 19/02/2025.
The last date for submission of application forms was 18/03/2025, which was later extended up to 22/03/2025 (up to 4 pm) 
vide Extension Notification No: EMRS/S/2025/553-59, Dated: 18/03/2025.
The entrance test was conducted on 25/03/2025 at EMRS Salia from 11.00 am to 1.00 pm.
Since the applications received for Boys and Girls at Block level were less than the intake capacity, all the candidates were se-

lected, and the remaining vacancies from the Block quota were filled from the District/UT quota strictly as per the merit in the 
EMRSST. The applications received from Boys and Girls at District and UT level exceeded the intake capacity/vacancy, hence the 
selection was made as per the merit in the EMRS selection test.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL EKLAVYA MODEL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL

Salia, Anantnag, J&K (192129)

(National Education Society For Tribal Students)

Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government Of India.

Selected Candidate boys

Office of the Principal Eklavya Model Residential School
Salia, Anantnag, J&K (192129)

(National Education Society For Tribal Students)
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government Of India.

Selected Candidate Girls

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL EKLAVYA MODEL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
Salia, Anantnag, J&K (192129)

(National Education Society For Tribal Students)
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government Of India.

Office of the Principal Eklavya Model Residential School Salia, Anantnag, J&K (192129)
(Waiting List boys)

Principal EMRS Salia    Additional Deputy Commissioner Anantnag  
DIPK-13472/24  dated: 27-03-2025  

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have applied for the issuance of Pesticides license  
under name and style "Yatoo Enterprises." . If any-
body has any objection in this regard he/she may 
file them in the concerned office within seven days. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Mohd Shafi Yatoo  fko
R/o Chanderhama

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that the electricity 
connection bearing consumer ID No. 0204020007838 & 
Installation Number 90643 R-1A, currently registered in the 
name of my father namely, Mohammad Abass Akhoon S/O 
Hyder Akhoon R/O Check Saderabal (Check Bagh) behind 
NIT, Hazratbal, Srinagar, now, I Ghulam Hassan Akhoon S/O 
Mohammad Abass Akhoon resident of Check Saderabal 
(Check Bagh) behind NIT, Hazratbal, Srinagar, hereby apply 
for the transfer of the said electricity connection in my favour 
at the office of the Assistant Executive Engineer Electricity 
Sub Division, Rainawari, Srinagar.
If anyone has any objections regarding this transfer, he/she 
may submit the
same to the office of the Assistant Executive Engineer 
Electricity Sub Division, Rainawari, Srinagar within a period of 
seven days from the date of publication of this notice in the 
daily newspaper, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Ghulam Hassan Akhoon
S/O Mohammad Abass Akhoon
R/O Check Saderabal (Check Bagh) behind NIT, Hazratbal, 
Srinagar
Mobile No. 9697904482

inf

Parliament Approves Finance Bill 2025, 

Completes Budget FY26 Exercise
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Rajya Sabha 
on Thursday returned the 
Finance Bill 2025 to the Lok 
Sabha, along with 35 govern-
ment amendments, including 
one that abolishes a 6 per cent 
digital tax on online advertise-
ments, thus completing the 
2025-26 budgetary exercise that 
started on February 1.

The House also returned 
the Appropriation Bill (3) with 
a voice vote.

Earlier in the day, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman had moved the two 
bills in the House.

The Lok Sabha had passed 
the Finance Bill on March 25 
and passed the Appropriation 
Bill on March 21.

Replying to the debate lat-
er in the evening, she said the 
tendency of the finance minis-
try would be to exercise cau-
tion and not let go of revenues.

"But, here we wanted to 
use this opportunity to show 

our respect for Indian taxpay-
er. We have moved towards 
setting Rs 12 lakh as threshold 
up to which no one will have to 
pay any tax," Sitharaman said.

The Union Budget 2025-26 
envisages a total expenditure 
of Rs 50.65 lakh crore, an in-
crease of 7.4 per cent over the 
current fiscal.

The total capital expendi-
ture proposed for the next fis-
cal is Rs 11.22 lakh crore and 
an effective capital expendi-
ture of Rs 15.48 lakh crore.

It proposes a gross tax rev-
enue collection of Rs 42.70 lakh 

crore and a gross borrowing of 
Rs 14.01 lakh crore.

According to Budget docu-
ments, Rs 5,41,850.21 crore has 
been earmarked for Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes for the fi-
nancial year starting April 1, 
2025. This compares with Rs 
4,15,356.25 crore for the cur-
rent financial year.

For central sector 
schemes, Rs 16.29 lakh crore 
have been earmarked for FY26 
compared to Rs 15.13 lakh 
crore for 2024-25.

Budget estimates of ex-
penditure for 2025-26 have in-

creased due to several reasons, 
including a rise in payment 
of interest on market loans, 
treasury bills, external loans, 
small savings and provident 
funds; higher requirements 
of Armed Forces, including 
capital expenditure; and more 
provisions for employment 
generation scheme.

Total resources being 
transferred to states, includ-
ing devolution of states' share, 
grants/loans and releases 
under Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes, in Budget 2025-26 are 
Rs 25,01,284 crore, a rise of Rs 
4,91,668 crore over the actuals 
of 2023-24.

The fiscal deficit for FY26 
is projected at 4.4 per cent 
against 4.8 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal.

The GDP for FY2025-26 
is estimated at Rs 3,56,97,923 
crore, which is 10.1 per 
cent over the Revised Es-
timates for FY2024-25 of Rs 
3,24,11,406 crore released 
by the National Statistical 
Office(NSO).

Gold Rises Rs 365 To Reclaim 
Rs 91,000/10 Gram-Mark
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- Gold prices 
increased by Rs 365 to Rs 
91,050 per 10 grams in the 
national capital on Thurs-
day amid a strong trend 
in the overseas markets, 
according to the All India 
Sarafa Association.

The precious metal 
of 99.9 per cent purity had 
closed at Rs 90,685 per 10 
grams on Wednesday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent 
purity also rose by Rs 365 
to Rs 90,600 per 10 grams 
against the previous close 
of Rs 90,235 per 10 grams.

"Gold maintains its 
gains as the global risk sen-
timent has been increased, 
following the new auto tar-
iffs announced by the US 
President Donald Trump 
on Wednesday," Saumil 
Gandhi, Senior Analyst of 
Commodities at HDFC Se-
curities, said.

Silver prices also went 
up by Rs 200 to Rs 1,01,700 per 
kg. It had ended at Rs 1,01,500 
per kg on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, gold fu-
tures for April delivery 
surged by Rs 828 or 0.94 per 
cent to trade near a record 
high of Rs 88,466 per 10 
grams on the Multi Com-
modity Exchange (MCX).

On March 20, the yel-
low metal prices rose to hit 
a lifetime high of Rs 89,796 
per 10 grams.

Spot gold in the inter-
national markets climbed 
by USD 34.77 or 1.15 per cent 
to trade near a record high 
of USD 3,054.05 per ounce.

"Gold prices surged 
near USD 3,050 per ounce 
as expectations of lower US 
GDP data and the anticipat-
ed reciprocal tariffs from 
the US on April 2, fuelled 
uncertainty," Jateen Trive-
di, VP Research Analyst of 
Commodity and Currency 
at LKP Securities, said.

Additionally, new 
threats from the US towards 
the Eurozone over potential 
support for Canada have 
heightened market risks, 
further boosting safe-haven 
demand, Trivedi said.
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THE STOCK WAS SUFFICIENT FOR THE WHOLE MONTH, and there was a minor disturbance 

in arrivals when the road was closed for a few days at the beginning of the month,”

Nanda also stated that the 
J&K government’s Designated 
Committee is set to review 
the matter of allotments and 
sought three weeks to file an 
updated report on Azad and 
Raina’s status.

Kashmir Consumes 
Mutton Worth Over 
Rs 252 Cr This Ramazan
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir valley 
has witnessed a high demand 
for mutton this Ramazan with 
an estimated consumption 
worth over Rs 252 crore for the 
holy month of fasting so far, re-
vealed the data.

The data states that around 
1,400 trucks loaded with 
sheep arrived in the Valley this 
month.

It states that in the last week 
alone, 60 to 70 trucks were 
transported, while in the first 
24 days of Ramazan, 30 to 35 
trucks arrived daily. “Each 
truck carried approximately 
150 sheep, with each sheep 
priced accordingly.”

A mutton dealer from Sri-
nagar said that the stock re-
mained available throughout 
the month, and the demand 
was strong. He said that com-
pared to the previous year, the 

market conditions were favor-

able, with steady sales and 
good returns for suppliers.

Mehraj Ud Din, General 
Secretary of the All Kashmir 
Wholesale Mutton Dealers As-
sociation, said that this Rama-
zan, the stock of mutton was 
good and available throughout 
the year.

“The stock was sufficient for 
the whole month, and there 
was a minor disturbance in 

arrivals when the road was 

closed for a few days at the 
beginning of the month,” said 
Mehraj, adding that stock was 
available in the Valley and no 
shortage of mutton occurred 
during the month.

He also said that the high 
consumption of mutton dur-
ing Ramadan reflects the con-
tinued preference for meat in 
Kashmiri households, despite 
steady prices—(KNO)

‘Proactive Steps Taken To Mitigate 
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods’
Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking 
proactive steps to mitigate the 
risks associated with Glacial 
Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) 
in the Union Territory.

The initiative involved a 
phased approach, including data 
collection, identification of high-
risk glacial lakes and develop-
ment of early warning systems.

The region's unique geogra-
phy, with its high-altitude gla-
ciers and lakes, makes it par-
ticularly vulnerable to GLOFs. 
Rising global temperatures are 
accelerating glacier melting, 
leading to formation of numer-
ous glacial lakes that are at risk 
of sudden breach, releasing 
millions of cubic meters of wa-
ter and debris.

To address this threat, the 
J&K government has adopted 
a comprehensive, holistic and 
proactive approach, initiating 
numerous technologically ad-
vanced measures on this ac-
count. These included

Expeditions and Data Col-
lection; gathering detailed 
data through bathymetric sur-
veys, water sampling and me-
teorological data collection to 
understand the dynamics and 
characteristics of glacial lakes,

Risk Assessment and Cat-
egorization; identifying high-
risk glacial lakes based on 17 
critical parameters including 
size, location and potential 
mass movement zones,

Early Warning Systems; es-
tablishing a fully functional 

Glacial Lake Outburst Flood 
Early Warning System (EWS) 
to enhance preparedness and 
response to potential GLOF 
events besides Mitigation 
Measures; developing and 
implementing specific mitiga-
tion measures, including lake-
lowering techniques and site-
specific mitigation measures.

The Focused Glacial Lake 
Outburst Flood (GLOF) Moni-
toring Committee (FGMC) has 
been constituted to oversee im-
plementation of the mitigation 
strategy. The committee has 
identified 14 high-risk glacial 
lakes, 3 moderate-risk lakes and 
7 low-risk lakes. Expeditions 
have been conducted to high 
risk lakes, including Sheeshnag 
and Sonsar to enhance under-
standing and preparedness.

The government plans to con-
tinue its efforts to expand the 
mitigation program, improve 
predictive abilities for heavy 
rainfall events and sensitize the 
stakeholders, including NDR, 
SDRF and ITBP to be prepared 
for any emergent situation. Like-
wise, awareness generation has 
been specially focused upon and 

Aapda Mitras are being sensi-
tized and activated to remain 
vigilant in local areas.

Building on the momentum 
of its initiatives, the government 
of Jammu and Kashmir has un-
dertaken a series of specialized 
expeditions to study critical gla-
cial lakes in the region.

Led by Dr. Sunil Dhar from the 
Department of Environmental 
Sciences, Central University of 
Jammu, these expeditions have 
focused on three high-risk lakes 
in the Kishtwar district: Mun-
diksar Lake, Hangu Lake and an 
unnamed lake.

The expeditions have pro-
vided invaluable data on lake 
conditions, environmental fac-
tors, and potential GLOF risks. 
This information will be cru-
cial in developing risk mitiga-
tion strategies and enhancing 
early warning systems. A sub-
sequent expedition to Gang-
abal Lake, a high-altitude gla-
cial lake in the northwestern 
Himalayas, assessed the lake's 
physical and geological char-
acteristics, including local geo-
morphology, natural dam sta-
bility, and glacier conditions.

High Court Seeks Status Report 
On Ex-Ministers Staying In 
Govt Accommodation
Agencies

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir High Court has directed the 
Estates Department to submit 
a status report on two politi-
cians—former Chief Minister 
Ghulam Nabi Azad and former 
J&K BJP President Ravinder 
Raina—regarding their contin-
ued occupation of government 
accommodation. The direc-
tive was issued by a Division 
Bench comprising Chief Justice 
Tashi Rabstan and Justice M.A. 
Chowdhary during the hearing 
of a public interest litigation 
(PIL No. 17/2020) that seeks the 
eviction of overstaying ex-min-
isters, ex-legislators, and politi-
cians from official residences.

During the hearing, Senior 
Additional Advocate General 
(Sr. AAG) S.S. Nanda, represent-
ing the Estates Department, 
informed the court that only 
three politicians remain in 
government accommodation. 
One of them, former MLC Ra-
vinder Sharma, has challenged 
his eviction in a separate writ 
petition, where the court has 
granted a stay on his removal.

Nanda also stated that the 
J&K government’s Designated 
Committee is set to review 
the matter of allotments and 
sought three weeks to file an 
updated report on Azad and 
Raina’s status.

However, the petitioner’s 
counsel, Advocate S.S. Ahmed, 
along with Advocate Rahul 
Raina, argued that the contin-
ued occupation of government 
residences by these two politi-
cians violates the court’s ear-
lier rulings. They emphasized 
that security concerns and of-
ficial accommodation should 
be treated separately, citing a 
precedent set by the Delhi High 
Court in Subramanian Swamy’s 
case. Ahmed pointed out that 
previous governments had 
evicted two former Chief Min-
isters and over 180 politicians, 
arguing that the same principle 
should be applied in this case.

After hearing both sides, the 
Division Bench ordered the Es-
tates Department to file a de-
tailed status report on the two 
politicians by the next hearing 
date. Recognizing the case’s sig-
nificance, the court scheduled 
the next hearing for April 23, 
2025. (CNS)

J&K Completes 90% Smart City 
Projects In Sgr, Jammu

'Free Power, Ration, & Pension Hike'

J&K Cabinet Approves Key Budget Announcements
Agencies

JAMMU: The cabinet on Thursday gave its 
go-ahead to implementation of key bud-
get announcements made by Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah in his budget speech on 
March 07.

Sources said that the cabinet meeting was 
held under the chairmanship of Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah.

“The meeting commenced at 3: 00 PM and 
lasted till 4:30 PM,” they said, adding that the 
cabinet gave its nod to modalities worked-out 
by different departments for implementation 
of announcements of free power and free ra-
tion to AAY beneficiaries and enhancement of 
pension and marriage assistance scheme.

The key budget announcement include 200 
units of free electricity for all Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana (AAY) households under the PM’s Surya 
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana and 10 kilograms of free 
ration per person for the families falling in this 
category.

In his budget speech, the CM also an-
nounced increasing pensions for over 10 
lakh elderly, widows, divorcees, and special-
ly-abled individuals.

As per the CM's budget speech announce-
ment, monthly pensions will now be Rs 
1,250 for those below 60 years, Rs 1,500 for 
those aged 60-80, and Rs 2,000 for individu-
als above 80 years. The Marriage Assistance 
Scheme for AAY category girls has also seen 
an increase, with financial aid enhancing to Rs 
75000 from Rs 50000. 

Statehood Among 14 Resolutions To Be Tabled In Assembly
A total of 14 private member reso-

lutions, including three seeking 
restoration of statehood, will be 
moved in the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly during the 
second part of the budget session 
next month, an official said.

The maiden budget session of the 
assembly post abrogation of Article 
370 and bifurcation of the erstwhile 
state into two Union territories 
commenced in Jammu on March 3, 
having a total of 21 sittings as per 
the revised calendar.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
presented the first budget of his 
government on March 7. After the 
demands for grants, the budget was 
approved on March 25 with the pas-
sage of Appropriation Bills before the 
assembly went on a 12-day recess.

The legislative assembly will 
meet again from April 7 to 9 for 
the final part of the budget session. 
The House will also take up private 
member bills on April 8.

According to the bulletin issued 
by secretary, J&K Legislative As-
sembly Secretariat, Manoj Kumar 
Pandit, seven each private members’ 

resolutions, the relative precedence 
whereof has been determined by 
ballot on March 25, would be taken 
up in the House on April 7 and 9.

Ruling National Conference 
members will move a total of 10 
resolutions including the two relat-
ed to the demand for restoration of 
statehood, independent members' 
two resolutions including the one 
on statehood restoration, and BJP 
and PDP members' one each.

Barring a few walkouts or mar-
shalling out of some members on a 
few occasions, the assembly so far 
has not witnessed a single adjourn-
ment which was even highlighted 
by Chief Minister Abdullah on 
March 25. He had said “the House is 
in action today. It was peaceful until 
now” while referring to the ruckus 
over the issue of dailywagers.

On April 7, National Conference 
member Qaisar Jamshaid Lone will 
move the resolution which reads 
"this House resolves that statehood 
be restored immediately as prom-
ised by the Central Government in 
the Parliament of India".

His party colleague Hilal Akbar 

Lone will move another resolution 
that says "this House impresses 
upon the Government of India to 
restore statehood to the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir in or-
der to fulfil the promise made by the 
Prime Minister in the Parliament".

Independent member Shabir Ah-
mad Kullay’s resolution reads, "This 
House stands united in its demand 
for the full restoration of statehood 
to Jammu and Kashmir and urges 
the Government of India to take 
immediate steps to fulfil this long-
standing promise."

PDP’s Waheed-Ur-Rehman Para 
is moving a resolution seeking 
complete ban on use of 'LNT, JCB, 
cranes, machines and heavy ma-
chines' for extraction of sand, river-
bed mining and other mining activ-
ities in Jammu and Kashmir, while 
NC’s Ghulam Mohi-Ud-Din Mir is 
demanding measures to streamline 
the health care especially in the ru-
ral and far flung areas.

NC’s Ali Mohammad Sagar will 
demand steps to ensure the regu-
larization of ‘Rehbar-e-Janglat’ (for-
est guides) and his party colleague 

Ali Mohammad Dar will ask for rec-
tifying all the wrong entries made 
in the land records.

On April 9, NC’s Ajaz Ahmad Jan 
will move a private member's reso-
lution to push for necessary steps to 
ensure the establishment of sepa-
rate administrative structure, in-
cluding creation of district offices, 
infrastructure development, and 
allocation of resources to promote 
the welfare of people of Pir Panjal 
region, comprising Rajouri and 
Poonch districts.

NC’s Bashir Ahmad Veeri de-
mands an end to illegal or unscien-
tific riverbed mining all across the 
rivulets, rivers and nullahs of Union 
Territory and protecting aquatic 
and ecological degradation due to 
these “unscientific activities”.

“Also, Karewa's, water bodies/
wet lands need to be demarcated 
and protected with firm resolve 
and determination. This House 
urges the Government to take im-
mediate measures for environmen-
tal conservation, afforestation, sus-
tainable development and disaster 
preparedness. This House further 

resolves for stricter regulations to 
curb pollution and protect natural 
resources, ensuring a sustainable 
future for the region," Veeri’s reso-
lution reads.

BJP’s Rajiv Jasrotia, through his 
resolution, will highlight the need 
for construction of a tunnel from 
Bhora to Dhar Road and a tunnel 
at Mata Bala Sundari in Kathua dis-
trict to boost connectivity.

Independent member Ramesh-
war Singh will seek extension of 
holiday to cover areas in Bani, Lo-
hai Malhar, Basantgarh and Latti in 
Kathua on account of annual Kai-
lash Kund Yatra.

NC’s Sajad Shaheen is going to 
move a resolution to recommend to 
the government to take immediate 
steps for the regularization of 18 
residential colonies in Jammu dis-
trict where people have been living 
for the last five decades to ensure 
planned development and access to 
essential civic amenities.

NC’s Ghulam Mohi-Ud-Din Mir 
will also demand necessary mea-
sures to solve the unemployment 
problem of educated youth in the UT.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir has completed 90% of its 
Smart Cities Mission (SCM) proj-
ects, with 288 projects worth Rs 
6,597 crore sanctioned for the 
Union Territory under the initia-
tive, according to data presented 
in the Lok Sabha.

The data reveals that 127 
projects worth Rs 2,969 crore 
were sanctioned for Jammu 
Smart City, while 161 projects 
worth Rs 3,627 crore were al-
located for Srinagar Smart City.

The Central government has 
provided Rs 856 crore in finan-
cial assistance for both cities, 
with Jammu receiving Rs 440 
crore and Srinagar Rs 416 crore. 
The fund utilisation percent-
age for J&K under the mission 
stands at 90.1%.

Under the Smart Cities Mis-

sion, various infrastructure 
and urban development proj-
ects have been undertaken in 
Jammu and Srinagar, focusing 
on road and traffic management 
improvements, upgradation of 
public transport systems, devel-
opment of pedestrian-friendly 
spaces and walkways, smart 
surveillance and security infra-
structure and waste manage-
ment and sanitation initiatives

However, the implementation 
of Smart City projects in J&K has 
faced challenges, including land 
acquisition issues, delays in ob-
taining clearances, and limited 
availability of vendors and re-
sources in some areas.

The Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has es-
tablished a multi-level review 
system to monitor progress and 
address delays in project execu-
tion—(with KNO inputs)

NC MLA Demands Judicial Probe 
Into Deaths of Two Gujjar Men
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: National Conference 
(NC) legislator from Budhal, Ja-
vid Iqbal Choudhary, on Thurs-
day called for a judicial probe or 
an inquiry by a central agency 
into the disappearance and sub-
sequent deaths of two Gujjar 
men in Kulgam.

Highlighting the concerns of 
the Gujjar community, Choud-
hary pointed to a series of trou-
bling incidents, including the 
deaths of 17 people in Budhal, 
which, he said, have eroded trust 
in the authorities.

On the first day of the recess 
during the ongoing budget ses-
sion of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly, Choudhary 
visited the bereaved families in 
Kulgam to gather firsthand infor-
mation about the case.

“The targeting of Gujjars and 
the lack of credible investiga-
tions into these deaths raise se-

rious concerns. I urge a judicial 
probe or an investigation by a 
central agency into these inci-
dents,” he stated.

Two of the deceased, Showkat 
and Riyaz, originally hailed 
from Khawas in Budhal and 
had migrated to Kulgam, where 
they worked as laborers after 
purchasing small plots of land. 
Choudhary noted that their 
deaths, along with earlier myste-
rious fatalities in Budhal, remain 
unexplained.

After meeting the victims’ 
families, Choudhary alleged a 
“deliberate cover-up” and ex-
pressed disappointment over 
the indifferent attitude of law 
enforcement agencies. He called 
upon Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha to intervene and 
ensure a transparent investiga-
tion through the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) or the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

Police Conduct Raids Across 
Kashmir In Probe Against 
Proscribed Groups

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
crackdown, Jammu and Kash-
mir Police on Thursday con-
ducted multiple raids across 
the Valley as part of ongoing in-
vestigations into the activities 
of proscribed organizations.

According to officials, the 
raids were carried out in Gan-
derbal, Shopian, and Baramulla 
districts, targeting individuals 
linked to banned groups, in-
cluding Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI), 
Jammu and Kashmir Democrat-
ic Freedom Party (JKDFP), and 
Jammu and Kashmir Muslim 
League (Masrat Alam faction).

Authorities stated that 
searches were conducted at 
the residences of individuals 
suspected of involvement in 
unlawful activities deemed a 
threat to public order and na-
tional security. During these 
operations, police recovered 

incriminating materials con-
nected to the activities of these 
banned organizations.

The recovered evidence has 
been taken into custody and 
will be examined as part of 
multiple cases registered under 
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA).

Police officials emphasized 
that all raids were conducted 
in the presence of magistrates 
and independent witnesses to 
ensure legal transparency.

“The operation aims to dis-
mantle anti-national and sepa-
ratist networks by identifying 
and prosecuting individuals 
engaged in such activities,” an 
official said.

Over the past several days, 
security forces have intensi-
fied their crackdown, executing 
multiple raids across Kashmir 
as part of efforts to curb sepa-
ratist activities and enforce law 
and order.

PHE Daily Wagers Defer Strike 
Over Festivals
Observer News Service

JAMMU: Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) daily wagers 
have temporarily called off 
their strike for 10 days follow-
ing an appeal from Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah and in con-
sideration of the upcoming Eid 
and Navratri festivals.

Speaking on behalf of the 
PHE Employees United Front, 
Ravi Hans stated, “The Chief 
Minister urged us to end the 
strike due to the public incon-
venience it was causing. Given 
the approaching festivals, we 
have decided to defer our strike 
until April 7.”

The decision followed a meet-
ing between PHE Minister Javed 
Rana and the protestors, dur-
ing which the minister assured 
them that pending wages would 
be released in a phased manner.

The daily wagers have been 
demanding regularization of ser-
vices, immediate release of pend-

ing salaries, an increase in mini-
mum wages, and compensation 
for those who retired at 60.

While addressing the Assem-
bly, Abdullah acknowledged 
the water crisis triggered by the 
strike and urged the workers to 
engage with the government 
panel formed to address their 
concerns.

Hans warned that if the 
government fails to act within 
the 10-day period, the work-
ers will resume their agitation 
with greater intensity. “If our 
demands are ignored, the ad-
ministration will face serious 
consequences. As soon as the 
Assembly session begins on 
April 7, our protest will also 
commence,” he asserted.

Minister Javed Rana de-
scribed the workers’ demands 
as legitimate, stating that 
the issue of pending wages—
amounting to Rs 400 crore—
would be taken up in the up-
coming cabinet meeting.
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2 Terrorists
encounter ended.
It may be mentioned that a group of 

terrorists were intercepted by the SOG 
in the Hiranagar sector of Kathua dis-
trict on Sunday evening.

Despite a massive search operation, 
the terrorists managed to escape the 
initial cordon, the officials said, adding 
it is assumed that the same could have 
been possibly spotted near Jakhole, 
approximately 30 kilometers from the 
initial encounter site.

The terrorists were moving through 
the forest area when a police party 
headed by a SDPO moved in after get-
ting specific information, the officials 
said, adding they came under heavy 
firing resulting in the gunfight.

Reinforcements from the police, 
army, and CRPF were immediately de-
ployed to the area.

The quiet village Suffain in Kathua 
district was shattered by the relent-
less sounds of gunfire, grenades, and 
rocket fire as a fierce exchange raged 
throughout the day, punctuated by a 
series of powerful explosions.

Earlier, a group of terrorists was in-
tercepted on Sunday evening within 
a ‘dhok’, a local term for an enclosure 
in a nursery, in Sanyal village near the 
International Border with Pakistan.

A subsequent massive search op-
eration, involving the police, army, 
NSG, BSF, and CRPF, utilised advanced 
technical and surveillance equipment, 
including helicopters, UAVs, drones, 
bulletproof vehicles, and sniffer dogs.

The search teams discovered evi-
dence on Monday, including four 
loaded magazines of M4 carbine, two 
grenades, a bulletproof jacket, sleep-
ing bags, tracksuits, food packets, and 
materials for constructing improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) near the 
Hiranagar encounter site.

Police believe the terrorists infiltrat-
ed on Saturday, possibly via a ravine 
route or a newly constructed tunnel 
from across the border.

Director General of Police, Nalin 
Prabhat, and Inspector General of 
Police, Jammu Zone, Bhim Sen Tuti, 
have been overseeing the anti-terror-
ist operation from Kathua for the past 
four days, the officials said.

CBSE Moots
was discussed during a recent 

Governing Board Meeting, where it 
was recommended that the new at-
tendance policy be implemented 
from the 2025-26 academic session. 
According to existing CBSE regula-
tions, students must maintain at least 
75% attendance to be eligible for board 
exams, with a 25% relaxation granted 
only for medical emergencies, par-
ticipation in national or international 
sports, and other serious reasons.

Students failing to meet the at-
tendance criteria may have to take 
the NIOS route for their exams. 
Additionally, schools that facilitate 
dummy admissions could face disci-
plinary action. CBSE is also working 
with NIOS to develop guidelines that 
will be rolled out in the next academic 
session.

Dummy schools have become a 
growing concern, especially among 
students preparing for engineering 
and medical entrance exams. Many 
enroll in such schools to bypass regu-
lar attendance, dedicating their time 
solely to competitive exam prepara-
tions. Some students also use dummy 
schools to qualify for state-specific 
quotas in medical and engineering 
colleges, such as Delhi’s state quota.

PM Modi To Flag
The work on the 46 km Sangaldan-

Reasi section was also completed in 
June last year, leaving a 17 km stretch 
between Reasi and Katra which was 
also completed nearly three months 
ago, leading to the start of different 
trials of trains, including that of Vande 
Bharat.

The project involved an expenditure 
of Rs 41,000 crore.

On January 4, a successful trial run 
of an electric train was conducted on 
the Katra-Banihal section.

Series of trials over the past few 
months on various segments of the 
track, including the two major mile-
stones of the Anji Khad and Chenab 
bridges, have been conducted.

The Vande Bharat Express Train 

between Katra and Srinagar has been 
specially designed with anti-freezing 
features.

Manufactured by Chennai-based 
Integral Coach Factory (ICF), this 
new Vande Bharat train can operate 
smoothly in extremely cold conditions 
as low as minus 20 degrees Celsius. 
To ensure comfort for passengers and 
drivers, the train is equipped with ad-
vanced heating systems.

The safety features of the train in-
clude CCTV cameras, and Emergency 
Talk Back Units.

The train has shatterproof windows 
and the windshield of the driver is 
equipped with a special anti-frost sys-
tem that allows a clear field of vision.

The train to Kashmir will give a 
boost to tourism, horticulture, agricul-
ture, industries, education and to the 
average Kashmiri, who can now forget 
his fears about the strategic Jammu-
Srinagar highway getting closed due 
to rain and snowfall.

The train will provide an uninter-
rupted all-weather connectivity and 
the carriage of goods to and from the 
Valley will become much cheaper in 
the coming days.

Kashmir Observes
the world perform night-long 

prayers to celebrate the first rev-
elation of the Holy Quran to Prophet 
Muhammad (Pbuh).

Preachers and religious scholars 
highlighted the teachings of Islam 
and various aspects of the life of the 
Prophet and urged Muslims to follow 
the same.

Dargah Hazratbal and other 
mosques and shrines across the valley 
were brimming with devout Muslims, 
late night reports reaching Kashmir 
Observer said.

Meanwhile, other mosques and 
shrines across the valley will resonate 
with spiritual recitations, as believ-
ers immerse themselves in prayers, 
Tilawat-e-Quran and supplications for 
mercy and peace tonight.

However, authorities disallowed 
night prayers at the historic Jamia 
Masjid in Srinagar.

The chief priest of Kashmir, Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq, on Thursday condemned 
the authorities’ decision to disallow 
Shab-e-Qadr prayers at the historic 
Jama Masjid in old Srinagar city.

In a post on X, the mirwaiz claimed 
that the authorities have conveyed to 
the Auqaf Jama Masjid, the managing 
body of the historic mosque, that there 
will be no night-long prayers there in 
the intervening night of Thursday and 
Friday.

“Conveyed to Auqaf by authorities, 
that on the highly revered night of 
LailaTul Qadr when Muslims around 
the world supplicate and seek Allah’s 
forgiveness throughout the holy and 
blessed night, central #JamaMasjid 
Srinagar will be closed to the people 
and no shab or prayers will be allowed 
there.

“It is extremely regrettable and 
condemnable that the insensitivity 
of those in power will deprive tens of 
thousands of Muslims who for genera-
tions visit Jama Masjid on this night, of 
spiritual solace and worship, causing 
them and me great grief and dismay,” 
the mirwaiz said in his post on the mi-
croblogging platform.

LG, CM Greet
my hearty greetings and felicitations 

to all and wish them health, happiness 
and prosperity. May the Almighty ac-
cept all our prayers and continue to 
guide us on the path of compassion, 
love and harmony”.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah also 
extended his greetings to the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir on the auspi-
cious occasions of Shab-e-Qadr and 
Jumat-ul-Vida.

In his message, the Chief Minister 
highlighted the spiritual significance 
of Shab-e-Qadr, the blessed night 
when the Holy Quran was revealed, 
and Jumat-ul-Vida, the last Friday of 
Ramadan, which holds great impor-
tance for the Muslim community.

He urged the people to use these 
sacred moments for prayers, self-re-
flection and seeking divine blessings 
for peace, prosperity and brotherhood.

“May these blessed occasions bring 
harmony, prosperity and well-being to 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir. Let 

us pray for peace, unity and the prog-
ress of our society and strengthen the 
bonds of compassion and together-
ness,” CM Abdullah said.

2 More Hurriyat
Hurriyat Conference or any other 

group with the relevant ideology.
“We continued our struggle de-

spite all odds but neither All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) (G) nor 
APHC (M) has been able to meet the 
expectations of the common mass-
es. They failed at every step to rep-
resent the people’s aspirations and 
sentiments. I have long ago severed 
my ties with separatist ideology 
and today I officially denounce it,” 
he said.

Sofi also said he is a true and com-
mitted citizen of India and believes in 
the Indian Constitution.

“Neither in the past I have been 
associated with any act that is det-
rimental to the interests of India nor 
do I or my organisation intend to be a 
part of any group or forum which will 
work or has been working against 
India in future,” he said.

In a separate statement, J&K 
Tehreek-I-Istiqaamat chairman 
Ghulam Nabi War too said he and his 
party are no longer associated with 
the APHC (G) or (M) or any other ide-
ology that works against the interests 
of India.

War said the Hurriyat had lost 
ground and was unable to meet the 
expectations of the people of J-K.

“They failed at every step to repre-
sent the people’s aspirations and sen-
timents. I have long ago severed my 
ties with separatist ideology and to-
day, I officially sever my connections 
from it,” he said.

FIR Filed Against
Officials said the organization’s 

members have been linked to mili-
tancy-related incidents, stone-pelting 
on security forces, and inciting pub-
lic unrest. Despite the ban, officials 
said that intelligence reports suggest 
that certain leaders and members 
continue their activities, allegedly 
instigating the public and spreading 
misinformation.

Taking cognizance of these viola-
tions, Police Station Pattan has regis-
tered FIR No. 45/2025 under Sections 
10 & 13 of UAPA and Sections 147 & 
148 of the BNS. Further investigation 
is underway.

Rashid Challenges
requesting a cost reduction but a 

complete removal of the condition, 
highlighting that he had previously 
attended Parliament twice without 
such a requirement.

The court noted that Rashid’s at-
tendance was allowed under a con-
ditional order and asked whether 
he was seeking its modification. The 
matter has been scheduled for further 
hearing.

Rashid has been detained in Tihar 
Jail since 2019 under the UAPA in a 
terror funding case. Despite his incar-
ceration, he won the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections from Baramulla, defeating 
J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah by 
over two lakh votes.

After his victory, Rashid ap-
proached the Delhi High Court for 
permission to attend Parliament, 
which was granted on March 26 with 
the condition that he bears his travel 
expenses.

Delhi HC Refuses Urgent Hearing
The Delhi High Court on Thursday 

refused to grant an urgent hearing 
to Er Rashid Sheikh, seeking waiver 
of condition to bear travel expenses 
for attending the ongoing Parliament 
session “in-custody”.

The plea was mentioned for ur-
gent hearing during the day before a 
bench of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya 
and Tushar Rao Gedela, which said if 
the application has been filed, it will 
come up on Friday on its own.

The counsel said he was seeking 
deletion of the condition to bear all 
expenses for travel and other ar-
rangements and not seeking reduc-
tion in the amount given by the pris-
on authorities.

“You file the application and it will 
come up for hearing tomorrow on its 
own. We have made it clear and we 
can’t be more clearer,” the bench said.

Rashid, in his application, said the 
order granting him permission to at-
tend Parliament was uploaded on the 
court’s website on March 26 afternoon 
and in the evening his counsel re-
ceived an email from the jail authori-
ties that he is required to pay around 
Rs 1.45 lakh each day for travel and re-
lated arrangements. This would make 
a total of Rs 8.74 lakh for six days, the 
plea said.

Rashid Demands
allocation priorities, pointing out 

that while states like Andhra Pradesh 
and Bihar received financial packages, 
Jammu and Kashmir’s allocation was 
reduced.

“You have given packages to Andhra 
Pradesh and Bihar, but the place that 
truly needs a package is Jammu and 
Kashmir, which has been devastated 
by militancy for 30 years,” Rashid said. 

“Instead of increasing our allocation, 
you have reduced it by Rs 1,000 crore 
compared to last year.”

The MP also took a veiled dig at 
Jammu and Kashmir’s leadership, 
stating that while the government in 
Srinagar might hesitate to raise such 
demands, he had no qualms about 
seeking economic justice for the 
region.

“Our Chief Minister may feel shy to 
say this, we don’t know what stops 
him, but we demand that J&K be given 
its full share,” he asserted.

Rashid also challenged the ‘double-
engine government’ narrative, ques-
tioning the rationale behind selective 
financial aid.

“If we are all under the same 
Constitution, then all states and peo-
ple should be treated equally. Why do 
you give packages to some states and 
ignore others?” he asked.

Notably, the Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday permitted Rashid to at-
tend the ongoing Parliament session 
under custody, rejecting the NIA’s con-
cerns about him being a flight risk.

The court, in its March 25 order, 
imposed strict conditions, barring 
Rashid from using any communica-
tion devices, accessing the internet, 
or interacting with anyone outside jail 
except within Parliament premises. 
He is also prohibited from addressing 
the media. Additionally, Rashid will 
bear the cost of his travel and security 
arrangements.

Currently lodged in Tihar Jail, Rashid 
has been in judicial custody since his 
arrest by the NIA in 2019 in connec-
tion with a 2017 terror-funding case. 
He had initially sought interim bail or 
custody parole to attend the Lok Sabha 
session but later requested in-custody 
attendance instead.
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Short  TAKES

Rohit Sharma May Skip 
England Series: Report

Rohit Sharma's Test career faces scrutiny as reports 
suggest he will skip the England series, forcing India 

to reassess their batting order and leadership ahead of 
a crucial tour. According to India Today, sources have 
confirmed that Rohit has already made the decision.

Rohit endured a disappointing outing in the recent 
Test series against Australia, managing just 31 runs in 
three matches before voluntarily stepping aside for the 
final game in Sydney.

His struggles with consistency in the longest format 
of the game have raised concerns, and his potential ab-
sence from the England tour signals a major transition 
in India's leadership and batting order.

Some key players are expected to feature in the 'A' 
squad which will take on the England Lions in two 
four-day matches ahead of the Test series.

The warm-up games, scheduled between May 30 
and June 6, will help selectors assess form and fitness 
before India begins their 45-day tour of England with 
the first Test at Headingley on June 20.

IPL's Youngsters Can Beat 
Pakistan, Says Kamran Akmal

Former wicketkeeper batter Kamran Akmal slammed 
the Pakistan team for the 'shameful' T20I series 

defeat in New Zealand and urged the selectors to learn 
from India on how to pick the national team based on 
performance.

Pakistan suffered a 1-4 thrashing in the T20I series 
in New Zealand despite the Kiwis missing several of 
their regular players who are participating in IPL 2025.

Akmal, who played 53 Tests, 157 ODIs and 58 T20Is 
for Pakistan, called up on the selectors to learn from 
India on how to pick teams based on merit.

“Our team looked like a local team. It was a shameful 
performance. Our performance is zero, and nobody has 
realised it,” Kamran said on his YouTube channel. “Look 
at the ongoing IPL. If you play the youngsters playing 
there against this Pakistan team, they will win the series.

Haryana Top KIPG Team Standings

Haryana once again finished on top of the team stand-
ings with 34 gold medals as the second edition of the 

Khelo India Para Games came to a close here on Thursday. 
Tamil Nadu (28 golds) and Uttar Pradesh (23 golds) finished 
second and third, respectively, in the overall standings.

Featuring close to 1300 athletes, competing across six 
sporting disciplines at three venues in New Delhi, KIPG 
witnessed truly memorable moments. Eighteen national 
records were created with Jaspreet Kaur (Punjab), Man-
ish Kumar (Haryana), Seema Rani (Punjab), and Jhandu 
Kumar (Bihar) winning gold medals in Para Powerlifting.

Additionally, 14 track and field athletes Dilip 
Mahadu Gavit (Maharashtra), Sharath Makanahalli 
Shankarappa (Karnataka), Manish Kumar (Haryana), 
Manjeet (Haryana), Bhavani Munniyandi (Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands), Lalitha Killaka (Andhra Pradesh), 
Khushboo Gill (Tamil Nadu), Enbatamizhi S (Tamil 
Nadu), Keerthika Jayachandran (Tamil Nadu), Lak-
shmi (Haryana), Usha (Haryana), Dolly Gola (Delhi), 
Jaspreet Kaur Sran (Punjab), and Fatima Khatoon (Uttar 
Pradesh) also broke national records.

Struggling Napoli Face Milan In 
Pivotal Clash For Both Sides

Second-placed Napoli are feeling the heat in the Serie 
A title race as they host AC Milan on Sunday with 

Antonio Conte's side having struggled since the depar-
ture of Khvicha Kvaratskhelia in January after only one 
win in their last seven league matches.

Conte has more than once expressed his frustration 
over the Georgia international's departure, having 
viewed Kvaratskhelia as a key figure in Napoli's future. 
The demanding coach has struggled to find a player 
capable of filling the winger's role.

Without the speedy playmaker Napoli have lost top 
spot to Inter Milan, who are three points clear with 
nine rounds left.

IPL 2025: RCB Look Up To Batters 
To End 17-Year CSK Jinx

NIT Srinagar Felicitates Inter-
Campus Sports Events Winners

Kohli Is Constantly Looking 
To Improve: Dinesh Karthik

‘Problem Resolver’ Igor Tudor Looks 
To Be The Right Coach For Juventus

Barcelona’s Squad Depth Set To Be 
Tested With Busy Run Of Games

Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru's hopes of exorcising 
a 17-year jinx hinge on their ex-
perienced batting unit finding 
its range when they face famil-
iar foes Chennai Super Kings in 
their IPL match here on Friday.

The Royal Challengers have 
beaten the Super Kings only once 
at Chepauk — in the inaugural 
edition of the tournament in 
2008. In the current RCB squad, 
only star batter Virat Kohli was 
part of that moment and now he 
will like to breach the CSK's for-
tress for a second time.

But that's easy to dream. 
As ever, the Chennai outfit is 
constructed to win their home 
matches on a pitch that offers 
considerable help to spinners.

They have the ever-famil-
iar Ravindra Jadeja and have 
brought back 'old boy' Ravi-
chandran Ashwin through last 
year's players' auction.

The Chennai side has also 
added Afghanistan left-arm 
wrist spinner Noor Ahmad too 
to the squad, and the troika did 
well against fellow five-time 

champions Mumbai Indians a 
few days back.

The triumvirate bowled 11 
overs against Mumbai, conced-
ing an appreciable 70 runs for 
five wickets.

The pitch is expected to re-
tain its character for this match 
as well, and the RCB batters, led 
by Kohli, will have to lift their 
game several notches to outwit 
an experienced bowling unit.

Outwit is the key word here. 
The Royal Challengers' batting 
unit should be clever more 
than downright aggressive to 
score off CSK's three-pronged 
spin unit, and Kohli should lead 

that charge.
Negating spin has not always 

been a strong point of Kohli's 
batting but in the last two years 
or so he has showed massive im-
provement in that department.

Central to that change is 
his willingness to play more 
sweep/slog sweeps against 
spinners, and Kohli will have to 
bring all those expertise to the 
table on a blockbuster Friday 
evening.

But then Kohli alone won't 
able to tackle a competent 
bowling machine, and he will 
require full-hearted support 
from Phil Salt, skipper Rajat Pa-
tidar, Liam Livingstone, Jitesh 
Sharma etc.

Looking at the Chepauk 
pitch, RCB might even consider 
bringing in Jacob Bethell, pos-
sibly for Tim David, who also 
provide a left-arm spin option.

They will also keep an eye on 
the fitness of pacer Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, who missed the 
first match against KKR due to 
a niggle, and if the veteran is fit 
then he will come in for Rasikh 
Salam.

Match starts at 7.30 PM.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The National In-
stitute of Technology (NIT) 
Srinagar on Thursday organ-
ised a felicitation ceremony 
for teaching and non-teach-
ing staff who excelled in the 
recently held inter-campus 
sports events.

The event, held at the Com-
munity Room, was attended 
by Incharge Director NIT Sri-
nagar, Prof. Roohi Naaz, and 
Institute’s Registrar, Prof. Ati-
kur Rehman. Both felicitated 
the awardees and lauded their 
contributions.

In the Table Tennis catego-
ry, nine teams participated. 
The winning team comprised 
Dean Academic Affairs, Prof. 
Mohd Shafi Mir, and Dr. Gow-
har Nabi Tantray, while Dr. 
Manoj Kumar and Dr. Aman-
deep Singh Rehal secured the 
runner-up position.

In Chess, which saw par-
ticipation from 21 players, Dr. 
Manoj Kumar emerged as the 
winner, with Dr. Ashok Kumar 
finishing as the runner-up.

The Badminton event fea-
tured competition among 
11 teams. Dr. Manoj Kumar, 
Dr. Dinesh Kumar R, and Dr. 
Sandeep secured the winners’ 
title, while Executive Engineer 
(Civil) Dr. Syed Mohsin Shabir, 
Mr. Sohail Ahmad Baba (SAS 

Asst.), and Er. Junaid ul Islam 
finished as runners-up.

In the female category, eight 
teams competed in Badmin-
ton. Dr. Hailiya Ahsan clinched 
the winner’s title, while SAS 
Officer Kowsar Ali Mir secured 
the runner-up position.

Similarly, in Table Tennis, 
Dr. Janani L emerged victori-
ous, with SAS Officer Kowsar 
Ali Mir finishing as the run-
ner-up. In Chess, SAS Officer 
Kowsar Ali Mir claimed the 
winner’s position, while Prof. 
Shagoofta Rasool Shah fin-
ished as the runner-up.

Dr. Srinibash Mishra, for-
mer SAS Coordinator, was also 
felicitated by the dignitaries 
for his vast contributions to 
the department over the past 
several years.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Incharge Director Prof. Roohi 
Naaz highlighted the signifi-
cance of sports in fostering 

teamwork, discipline, and 
overall well-being.

Institute’s Registrar, Prof. 
Atikur Rehman, congratulat-
ed all participants and win-
ners for their dedication and 
sportsmanship.

Dr. Manoj Kumar, Coordi-
nator, expressed gratitude for 
the recognition and empha-
sized the role of such events 
in fostering a competitive yet 
friendly atmosphere within 
the institute.

SAS Officer Mir Kowsar 
stated that sports provide a 
refreshing break from rou-
tine academic life and en-
hance teamwork and collab-
oration. Meanwhile Sohail 
Ahmad Baba (SAS Asst.), also 
highlighted the importance 
of physical fitness and en-
couraged more faculty and 
staff members to actively 
participate in future sports 
events.

Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: Virat Kohli's exemplary 
work ethic continues to serve as a 
source of inspiration for his team-
mates and the Indian superstar re-
mains committed to raising the bar 
for himself, said RCB batting coach 
Dinesh Karthik on Thursday.

Karthik, a former RCB player who 
retired after the last IPL edition, said 
Kohli remains as hungry as ever.

"Even today, just now as I came 
out, he wanted to work on one more 
shot. At this point in time, to work on 
one more shot tells you the hunger 
that he has in his mindset," the for-
mer India wicketkeeper-batter said 
on the ever of RCB versus CSK clash.

"He wants to just improve and 
keep raising the bar. So, he is a spe-
cial player. And at this point in time, 
the way I see it, he is batting as con-
fidently and as well as he has ever 
done in the IPL."

Karthik also played down his re-
cent struggles against spin.

"He's coming on some serious 
runs in the Champions Trophy. He's 
batted well in the recent past against 
spin, especially in white-ball cricket. 
So, I don't want to go too deep into 
stats," Karthik.

"I'm not very aware. But if I re-
member, in the World Cup final, he 
got runs where it mattered. And 
apart from that, in the Champions 
Trophy, he had a good tournament, 
second-highest run-getter (fifth).

"And that doesn't come without 
playing spin because, in Dubai, as 

you all know how well it helped the 
spinners, he was very aware. So, I 
believe right now, he is batting as 
well as he has ever done."

RCB have not beaten CSK at their 
home ground even once in the last 
16 years. Rajat Patidar and his men 
will once again face a spin test when 
they take on the five-time former 
champions at Chepauk on Friday.

Asked if playing spin is a problem 
area for the RCB batters, Karthik said, 
"I don’t think there’s any problem. We 
played one match, a completely new 
side to what we had last year. One of 
the strengths, I believe, is the way we 
play spin. And as this tournament un-
folds, you'll see it happen.

"CSK have three good spinners, no 
doubt. But we also have very good 
batters, competent batsmen, who we 
trust. One of the reasons why we picked 
them is how well they play spin."

Agencies

LaLiga leaders Barcelona will not 
have a moment to catch their 

breath as they play Osasuna and Gi-
rona in the space of three days after 
a punishing international break left 
their players either fatigued or un-
available and manager Hansi Flick 
fuming.

Barca and Osasuna were forced to 
reschedule their March 8 fixture fol-
lowing the death of the Catalan club's 
doctor and, with a busy schedule in 
other competitions, March 27 was the 
only date available straight after the 
international break.

As 13 Barcelona players return from 
national team duty, Brazil's Raphinha 
has no time to fly back and recover for 
Thursday's game while several others 
participated in Nations League quar-
ter-finals that went to extra time and 
penalties.

Barca play every three days until 
April 15, a run of seven games in three 
competitions. After playing Osasuna, 
they host Girona on Sunday and Atlet-
ico Madrid in the Copa del Rey semi-
finals three days later following a 4-4 
draw in the first leg.

Barcelona and Osasuna had appeals 
to postpone the game rejected and 
Flick's side must now fulfil the fixture 
without key forward Raphinha, who 
has played every LaLiga game this 
season and has 27 goals and 20 assists 
in all competitions.

Raphinha's leadership and his form 
have put him in the conversation for 

the Ballon d'Or but Flick did not mince 
his words when he bemoaned the fact 
he will not have the Brazil winger on 
Thursday when his side will be tested 
by Osasuna.

Midfielder Pedri said: "We're a little 
tired, but we can't forget that we're 
Barca. If it's decided we have to play 
on Thursday, we'll do it and give ev-
erything we have to win La Liga."

Barcelona are on a seven-match 
winning streak in LaLiga but Osasuna 
were the first team to beat them this 
season with a stunning 4-2 victory in 
September.

Back then Flick took the blame 
when his decision to rest key start-
ers backfired but this time he has no 
choice but to rotate his squad with 

defender Pau Cubarsi also injured on 
Spain duty.

Real Madrid will keep an eye on 
Barca's game on Thursday, with the 
two Spanish giants level on 60 points.

Real's form in LaLiga has been a 
roller-coaster since the start of Febru-
ary but Carlo Ancelotti's side host Le-
ganes on Saturday, a straightforward 
fixture on paper against a team bat-
tling relegation and with one win in 
eight games.

Athletic Club, who are fourth with 
52 points, will also watch Thursday's 
Barca match closely as they welcome 
Osasuna to the Metropolitano three 
days later in a game that was post-
poned to Sunday so their opponents 
could play the Catalans.

Agencies

MILAN: Igor Tudor could be 
exactly the coach Juventus 
needs and at exactly the 
right time.

Tudor accepted the job 
last weekend, replacing 
Thiago Motta with the sto-
ried Italian club in disarray 
and discord.

Juventus is out of all com-
petitions, having been elim-
inated from the Champions 
League and the Italian Cup. 
In Serie A, its faint chance of 
challenging for the title has 
evaporated after conced-
ing seven goals and scoring 
none in its last two matches 
— 4-0 and 3-0 losses to Ata-
lanta and Fiorentina.

That has left a 
shellshocked Juventus in 
fifth place and at risk of not 
qualifying for the Cham-
pions League next season. 
Motta also reportedly lost 
the support of key players.

Enter Tudor.
The 46-year-old has a 

reputation for being a fixer, 
coming into clubs during 
the season and turning 
things around — having 
done that at Udinese (twice), 
Hellas Verona and Lazio.

Tudor also has a repu-
tation as a no-nonsense 
coach, who can handle 

difficult players and who 
will follow his own beliefs 
rather than toe the line to 
appease club bosses.

He left Marseille and 
Lazio after falling out with 
the hierarchy.

“Am I someone who re-
solves problems? I consider 
myself a coach,” Tudor said 
in a news conference on 
Thursday. “I started coach-
ing young and I’ve been do-
ing it for 10-15 years, I have 
gone around a lot, I can also 
be a bit particular because 
I make choices with my 

heart.
“I continue if I feel it is 

right. If not, I go home re-
gardless of my contract. I 
live in the present. I want 
to be here for 10 years but 
I will do my work in the 
same way. We can’t con-
trol what happens in the 
future.”

Tudor has been given a 
contract until the end of 
June, taking him through 
to the end of the domestic 
season and the Club World 
Cup in the United States. 
His contract will reportedly 

be automatically renewed 
for another year if Juventus 
qualifies for the Champions 
League.

Juventus is one point be-
low fourth-placed Bologna 
and Tudor’s first match in 
charge will be on Saturday, 
at home to Genoa.

“I believe a lot in this 
team because it has qual-
ity players and a great 
desire to improve,” Tudor 
said. “We know that we are 
going through a difficult 
period and that there has 
been little time to work on 
changes, but there are no 
excuses in life and I have 
never looked for them.”

Tudor knows Juventus 
well, having spent almost 
a decade as a player at the 
club, and then returning as 
an assistant coach to An-
drea Pirlo in 2020-21. Pirlo 
and Tudor were fired at the 
end of that season.

The Croatian tactician 
is very much aware of the 
demands of the record 36-
time Serie A champion.

“This club has a unique 
work culture. I’ve told the 
lads about some moments 
I experienced here as a 
youngster … what makes 
up Juve: Respect, disci-
pline, sacrifice and the will 
to win,” Tudor said. (AP)
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Transforming Kashmir's Final Rides
In Kashmir, it is a painful irony that the departed, who leave behind a lifetime of earnings, are 
often transported to their final resting place in load carriers—vehicles they would never have 
used for commuting while alive. This stark contrast raises a profound question: shouldn’t every 
soul be granted a dignified farewell, just as they lived with dignity? It is time to ensure that the 
last journey of our loved ones reflects the respect and honor they deserve.
Since launching a dedicated funeral service in Islamabad in 2014, Mother Helpage now invites 
you to donate generously to provide these services for Srinagar, Budgam, and Baramulla.

Donate Now!

Account Name: Mother Helpage

Ac Number : 0472010100001092
IFSC : JAKA0SAADIQ

Branch: Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd, 

                 Sadiqabad, Anantnag. 

For queries call

Farooq A Ashai (Coordinator)

Ph: +91 788-9402837

Email : farooq.ashai@motherhelpage.org

Let's Build a TB-Free 
Jammu & Kashmir

If you or anyone you know experiences these 
symptoms, get tested immediately

Contact Your Nearest Health Centre Today

Join as Ni-Kshay Mitra and take pledge to help persons with TB 

100 Day 
TB Elimination 
Campaign

Together, we can make 
Jammu & Kashmir TB-Free

Ni-Kshay Helpline: 

1800-11-6666 
(Toll Free)

Know the Signs of TB!

Persistent 
cough for 

2 weeks or 
more

Chest pain 
and 

breathlessness

Unexplained 
weight loss 
and night 

sweats

Issued in Public Interest by

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Directorate of Information & Public Relations
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UK's Royal Society Decides Not To 
Take Action Against Elon Musk
Agenceis

London: Britain's Royal Soci-
ety has decided the scientific 
academy will not take any ac-
tion against a famous mem-
ber, U.S. tech entrepreneur 
Elon Musk, after fellows met 
to discuss potential disciplin-
ary measures, British media 
reported on Wednesday.

The Royal Society, which 
began in 1660 and is the 
oldest national scientific 
academy in continuous ex-
istence, said last month that 
it would hold a meeting to 
discuss "principles around 
the public pronouncements 

and behaviours of fellows" 
after thousands of scientists 
expressed their concerns 
about Musk's membership.

Musk, who owns X and 
has been a close aide to 
Donald Trump since the US 
president took office in Jan-
uary, was elected as a fellow 
in 2018 for his technological 
achievements in space travel 
and electric vehicles.

The Guardian newspa-
per said Adrian Smith, the 
Royal Society's president, 
had written to members to 
rule out disciplinary pro-
ceedings. Past fellows of the 
Society have included Isaac 

Newton, Charles Darwin, 
Albert Einstein and Stephen 
Hawking.

In a statement, The Royal 
Society said any issues about 
the behaviour of its fellows 
were dealt with in strict 
confidence.

But it added that the view 
of its governing council was 
"that making judgements 
on the acceptability of the 
views and actions of fel-
lows, particularly those that 
might be regarded as po-
litical, could do more harm 
than good to the Society and 
the cause of science in gen-
eral".

Almost 3,500 scientists 
had signed an open letter 
expressing dismay at what 
they described as "contin-
ued silence and apparent in-
action" from the Royal Soci-
ety over Musk's fellowship.

They said Musk's behav-
iour, including what they 
said was embracing con-
spiracy theories, breached 
the Royal Society's code of 
conduct, while the situa-
tion had become more seri-
ous because of his position 
in Trump's administration, 
which they said had en-
gaged in "an assault on sci-
entific research".


