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....Kulgam Deaths

Video Of Police
'Kicking' Women
Spark Outrage

Observer News Service

Hydro Expansion, Smart Meters & Grid Revamp
24x7 Power For J&K: Omar Plans 3GW Boost By 2027

Observer News Service

Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
on Monday said a well-coor-
dinated plan which includes
modernisation ~ works in
transmission and distribution
system is under implemen-
tation to ensure 24x7 power
supply to the consumers in
the Union Territory.

Abdullah also said that
no major progress has been
achieved in the development
of a coal block in Odisha. The
coal block was allocated to
J&K State Power Development
Corporation (JKSPDC) jointly
with NTPC in July, 2013 by the

Upcoming Power Projects
> Kirthai-1 (390 MW)

>> Dulhasti-Il (258 MW)
>> Bursar (800 MW)

> Sawalkote (1,856 MW)
»> Uri-l Stage-Il (240 MW)
> Ujh (89 MW)

> Kirthai-1l (930 MW)

Union Ministry of Coal. Of the
total estimated geological re-
serves of 396 MT, 266 MT was
allocated to NTPC and 130 MT
to JKSPDC.

The chief minister, who is
also in-charge of the power
ministry, shared the informa-
tion in a written reply to a

question by BJP's Rajiv Jasrotia
in the legislative assembly.
"The department is com-
mitted to providing 24/7 re-
liable, affordable, and high-
quality power supply to every
household. A well-coordinat-
ed plan, taking a holistic view
of all key elements of the

power supply chain, is under
implementation.

"The plan includes devel-
opment of several generation
projects and system upgrada-
tion/modernization works in
transmission and distribution
systems under Tariff Based
Competitive Bidding (TBCB)
and schemes like Revamped
Distribution ~ Sector Scheme
(RDSS), with a target comple-
tion by 2027-28," Abdullah said.

He said major hydro proj-
ects, namely Pakal Dul, Kiru,
Kwar, and Ratle are progress-
ing fast and are expected to
collectively add over 3,000
MW in installed capacity after
their | More on P10

Assembly
Passes Business
Advisory Report

Observer News Service

Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly on Monday
unanimously approved the rec-
ommendations of the Business
Advisory Committee (BAC) regard-
ing the House's business schedule.
The motion was moved by
Member Mubarak Gul and was
put to a voice vote by Speaker
Advocate Abdul Rahim Rather,
receiving unanimous support.
According to the BAC recom-
mendations, House sittings on
March 17, 22, and 24, 2025, will
run from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM,
with a one-hour break from 1:30
PM to 2:30 PM. Additionally, the
Government business initially
scheduled for April 11 has been
rescheduled to March 25, 2025.

missing since last month and de- To ensure efficient proceed-

manded a high-level probe. 'NHP he Jammu and Kashmir (NHPC) didn't : : : ings, the BAC has mandated
. P . . . h provide details question from MLA Chanapora, e

Srinagar: A viral video showing Ruling NC legislators Javed . C - Government on Monday required to determine the current  Mushtaq Ahmad Guroo, Minister that if Ministers choose to read
a police officer assaulting wom-  Choudhary, Mian Mehar Ali, WItthIdmg Data informed the Legislative cost of the power projects which  in-charge, Power Development written replies to Demands for
en protesters in Kulgam has  Javaid Mirchal and Zaffar Ali On Hvd . o e Grants, those replies must also be

: : . ! n Ryaropower Assembly that the National it intended to take over. Department, informed the House .

triggered widespread outrage, Khatana, in order to register . 1 Hydroelectric P c ti | itt t that NHPC didm't | M P10 circulated among all members.
leading to protests inside the  their protest, hurtled towards ProleCt Costs ydroelectric Power Lorporation  In a written response to a a idn’t | More on Emphasizing the need for dis-

Jammu and Kashmir Assembly.  the well of the House but were cipline, Speaker Rather urged

Members of the PDP and the NC
on Monday raised in the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly the issue
of the deaths of two brothers,
who were among three people

stopped by Marshals.

“Is J&K a police state? Can
police shoot, arrest anyone? Is
there no law for the police?”
said Nazir Gurezi, a | More on P10

Police Orders Probe

olice on Monday ordered an inquiry after a video surfaced
Ppurportedly showing a police officer kicking a woman protester

in Kulgam district. "A video has surfaced on social media
regarding a police officer's conduct with the public in Kulgam. We have
taken cognisance of yesterday's incident and the allegations regarding
the officers conduct," Kashmir Zone Police said in | More on P10

THE CHIEF MINISTERIS S!'ITING
HERE. He has heard your issue. He
will look into it. He will ensure action."

JKSSB, JKPSC Fill 11,526
Posts In 2 Yrs: Govt
Denies Any Paper Leak Scandals

Observer News Service between 2023 and 2024. This
included 1,291 from the Open
Jammu:The Jammu and Merit (OM) category, 162

Kashmir  Public  Service
Commission  (JKPSC) and

from Scheduled Castes (SC),
180 from Scheduled Tribes

J&K Services Selection Board
(JKSSB)  have collectively
filled 11,526 vacancies over
the past two years, the
government informed the
Legislative Assembly.

In response to a query by
MLA Bashir Ahmad Veeri, the
government stated that JKPSC
recruited 2,175 candidates

(ST), 220 from Residents
of Backward Areas (RBA),
60 from ALC/IB, 56 from
SLC, 66 from PSP, 116 from
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS), and 24 from Persons
with Disabilities (PHC).

JKPSC made 1,141 selec-
tions in 2023 and 1,034 in
2024. During | More on P10

Ruling Alliance
Withdraws
Cut Motions

Observer News Service

Jammu: In a significant de-
velopment, three mem-
bers of the ruling alliance—
Nizamuddin Bhat, Irfan Hafiz
Lone, and Muhammad Yusuf
Tarigami—have  withdrawn
their cut motions.

Sources said that the trio
was informed that members
of the ruling alliance cannot
use the parliamentary de-
vice to hold the government
accountable.

It is noteworthy that cut
motions | More on P10

When Will Vande Bharat Finally
Reach Kashmir? Ruhullah

Observer News Service

Jammu: National Conference
MP Aga Syed Ruhullah
Mehdi on Monday ques-
tioned the government over
the delay in launching the
Delhi-Srinagar Vande Bharat
train, asking why promised
deadlines have been repeat-
edly missed.

Speaking in Parliament
during a discussion, Ruhullah
said that there was no clarity
on when the direct train ser-
vice would begin.

"We were told that the
Vande Bharat train from

Delhi to Srinagar would start
by January 26. Later, mul-
tiple dates were floated in
the media, yet nothing has
materialized," Ruhullah said,
pressing the government for
a definitive answer.

The National Conference

MP also raised concerns over
reports suggesting that pas-
sengers may have to switch
trains at Jammu or Katra,
instead of a direct service
to Kashmir. "Why this in-
convenience? Why should
Kashmir be treated differ-
ently?" he asked.

Ruhullah recalled that the
railway minister had previ-
ously justified the non-oper-
ational status of the train by
citing extreme winter condi-
tions in Kashmir.

"If sub-zero temperatures
are the reason, then why is
the delay | More on P10

'Grounds Of Detention Vague, Ambiguous'
HC Quashes PSA Detention
Of Ex-bar President

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court
of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh on Monday quashed
detention orders of two de-
tainees under Public Safety
Act including the former pres-
ident of a lawyers’ body here.

Allowing a plea by advo-
cate Nazir Ahmad Ronga, a
Bench of Justice Sanjay Dhar
observed that allegations lev-
elled against the former presi-
dent of Kashmir High Court

Bar Association are ‘“vague,
ambiguous and lacking in ma-
terial particulars, on the basis
of which it was not possible
for the petitioner (Ronga) to
make an effective and suitable

representation | More on P10

Parliamentary Status No Shield
NIA Rejects Er Rashid’s Bail Plea

Observer News Service

New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
on Monday opposed the plea
of jailed Jammu and Kashmir
MP Sheikh Abdul Rashid,
alias Engineer Rashid, as-
serting that he cannot use
his parliamentary status to
“get away from the rigours
of imprisonment”.

The NIA’s response in the
Delhi High Court came after
Rashid challenged a March
10 trial court order deny-
ing him custody parole or

interim bail to attend Lok
Sabha proceedings until
April 4.

The agency maintained
that Rashid, who represents
Baramulla, faces serious
charges under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and has no en-
forceable right to attend
Parliament while in lawful
custody.

Dismissing his plea as an
abuse of the legal process,
the NIA argued that Rashid’s
claim of wanting to serve his
constituency | More on P10

Party Leaders and Chief Whips to
ensure members | More on P10

Alcohol Consumption
In Katra

SM Influencer
Among 7 Booked

Observer News Service

Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir
Police have booked social media
influencer Orhan Awatramani,
popularly known as Orry, and
seven others for allegedly con-
suming alcohol at a hotel in
Katra, the base camp for the Mata
Vaishno Devi pilgrimage. The in-
cident has triggered widespread
outrage, with political leaders de-
manding strict action.

According to officials, a com-
plaint was lodged at Katra police
station on March 15, alleging that
guests at a hotel were consum-
ing alcohol in violation of local
rules. An FIR was subsequently
registered against the accused,
identified as Orhan Awatramani,
Darshan Singh, Parth Raina, Ritick
Singh, Rashi Dutta, Rakshita
Bhogal, Shagun Kohli, and
Anastasila Arzamaskina.

“Despite being informed that
alcohol and non-vegetarian food
are strictly prohibited in Katra due
to its religious significance, the
group consumed liquor on the ho-
tel premises,” a police officer said.

The police, under instructions
from Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Reasi, Paramvir
Singh, have launched a manhunt
to apprehend the accused. “This
is a matter of | More on P10
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How Much Sleep Do You Really
Need? Experts Say It Depends

Associated Press

hances are, if you're
reading this, you
got some sleep last
night. But are you
feeling rested?
Experts say it's an important
question to consider.
Most of us spend a third of
our lives sleeping, but you
may need more or less than
eight hours a night. Here's
what sleep scientists and
doctors say about how much
you really need — and wheth-
er your gender plays a role.

Sleep quality over quantity
Sleep is still a mystery, de-
spite how critical it is for
our health.

“The reasons aren't entirely
clear, but it's an essential
thing that we all do,” said
Dr. Rafael Pelayo, a sleep
specialist at Stanford Uni-
versity.

“Something remarkable
happens when you sleep.
It's the most natural form of
self-care that we have.”
Most of the population
gets between seven to nine
hours — and that particular
category has the lowest as-
sociation with health prob-
lems, said Molly Atwood, a
behavioral sleep medicine
clinician at Johns Hopkins.
Once people either dip
into less than six hours of
sleep or get more than nine
hours on average, the risk of
health problems inches up,
Atwood said, but everybody
is different.

When you're trying to fig-
ure out how much sleep
you need, it's important to
think about the quality of it,
Pelayo said: “What you re-
ally want to do is wake up
feeling refreshed — that's
what it's about.”

“If somebody tells me that
they sleep many hours but

they wake up tired, some-
thing is wrong," Pelayo said.
"You shouldn't leave your
favourite restaurant feeling
hungry.”

How much sleep we need
changes

The amount of sleep we
need changes throughout
our lives. Newborns need
the most — somewhere be-
tween 14 to 17 hours.
“Definitely when we're ba-
bies and children, because
we are growing so rap-
idly, we do need a lot more
sleep,” Atwood said.

The National Sleep Foun-
dation recommends most
adults between 26 and 64
get between seven to nine
hours of sleep. People who
are 65 and older can get
slightly less, and young
adults between ages 16 and
25 can get slightly more.
Humans cycle through sleep
stages roughly every 90
minutes. In the first por-
tion of the night, Atwood
said that more of the cycle
is slow wave sleep, or deep
sleep, which is essential to
repairing and restoring the
body. It's also when “growth
hormone” is released.

In the latter hours of the
night, more of the sleep
cycle is spent in rapid-eye
movement sleep, or dream

sleep, which is important
for learning and memory
consolidation, or the pro-
cess in which short-term
memory gets turned into
long-term memory.

Kids get more “deep sleep,”
with about 50 per cent of
the night in that realm, she
said. That drops at adoles-
cence, Atwood said, because
our body doesn't need the
same kind of repair and res-
toration.

Something else interesting
happens around puberty:
Gender-based differences in
sleep start to crop up.

Do women need more
sleep than men?

Research doesn't show that
women need more sleep —
but women do get slightly
more sleep on average than
men, Atwood said.

It starts at a young age.
Though they have the same
sleep needs, teenage girls
seem to get less sleep than
teenage boys, Pelayo said.
Additionally, teenage girls
tend to complain of insom-
nia more frequently.

When women become first-
time mothers, they often
care for newborns through-
out the night more fre-
quently, which means less
sleep, said Allison Harvey,
a clinical psychologist and

professor who studies sleep
at UC Berkeley.

Hormones may also impact
women's sleep quantity and
quality during pregnancy
and menopause.

“With menopause in par-
ticular, women can develop
deterioration in their sleep
with an increased number
and duration of nighttime
awakenings,” said Dr. Mithri
Junna, a Mayo Clinic neu-
rologist who specializes in
sleep.

Atwood said women may
also need more sleep right
before their menstrual cycle.
“There are definitely times
that your body's telling you
that you need more sleep,”
she said. “It's important to
listen.”

When to seek help
sleeping

You'll know if you're not get-
ting enough sleep if you're
feeling grumpy, irritable
and inattentive. Long-term,
those minor symptoms can
become serious problems —
even deadly.

“If you're not getting enough
sleep or you have untreated
insomnia or sleep apnea,
your risk of depression in-
creases,” Atwood said.
“Your risk of cardiovascular
issues like high blood pres-
sure, risk of heart attack
and stroke increases. Your
immune system is compro-
mised. You're at greater risk
for Alzheimer's.”

If you're getting the recom-
mended amount of sleep
every night but still waking
up feeling tired, you might
consider going to your pri-
mary care physician.

They can rule out other
health conditions that may
affect your sleep, Atwood
said. But if problems persist,
seeking out a sleep special-
ist could be helpful.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in School
records the name of my son is entered as ARHAM BILAL while
his actual name is MOHAMMAD ARHAM BILAL. Now i want
its correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection
may contact Principal Kashmir Valley School Humhama with
in a period of seven days. No objection shall be entertained
after that.

BILAL AHMAD AHANGER F/o MOHAMMAD ARHAM BILAL

R/0 OMPORA BUDGAM

CELL. 9622460092 mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in Birth Certifi-
cate of my son the name is entered as SYED AYAAN ALI RAZVI
while his actual name is SYED AYAAN ALI SHAH. Now i want its
correction, in this regard if anybody having any objection may
contact EXECUTIVE OFFICER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BUDGAM
with in a period of seven days. No objection shall be enter-
tained after that.

SYED YASEEN SHAH

F/0 SYED AYAAN ALI SHAH

R/0 RESHIPORA BUDGAM

CELL.7006775803 mcb

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel unit
under the name & Style "M/S Okaab Tour and Travels situated

at Magam

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas I, (1) Mr. Kausir Ali Mir S/o Mohammad Safder Mir R/o
Yagipora Magam Beerwabh. (2). Majid Ali Reshi S/o0 Gh Mustafa
Reshi R/0 Hanjiwera Pattan Baramulla intend to apply in the
Department of Tourism for registration of my proposed travel unit under the
name & style of M/S Okaab Tour and Travels situated at Magam under tourist
trade act 1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas | will submit state subject / Domicile certificate , Qualification
Certificate, pan cardr \ Experience Certificate( Minimum 5years). Police character
certificate, Bank statement (minimum balance 10000), site plan, Affidavit, Rent
deed duly attested by sub Registrar, printing material (Latter head / Visiting
card ) Photograph of the unit (indoor and outdoor) and Two passport size
photographs to the department of Tourism as per prescribed checklist | Prior to
Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.

/ Adventure Tour Operator Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade
Act 1978/82/2011/12) befre my case is processed for my registration by the
Competent Authority, the matter is hereby notified for information of general
public/ Financial institutions/Bank/ Organisation, etc for objection, if any and
the same should reach to the Deputy Director Tourism Registration(email id;
ddtregl23@gmail.com) within a period of 7days from the publication of this
notice in a leading newspaper/newspapers of the valley. No objection beyond a
period of 7 days shall be entertained.

bmg_

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have changed my name from old name Gulzar Ali Gadda to
new name Gulzar Ali. In future | will be knonw as Gulzar Ali. If
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file them
in the concerned office within seven days from the date of
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be en-
tertained.

Gulzar Ali S/0 GH MOHD GADDA

R/o Ichigam Budgam S

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas, | Mr./Ms. Suhail Fayaz Shah S/o/D/o/W/o Mr.Fayaz
Ahmad Shah R/0 Qazipora Delina Baramulla Kashmir intends to
apply in the Department of Tourism for Registration of my proposed
Travel Unit under the name and style "M/s Freemind vacations tour
and travel situated at Kunzer Tangmarg Gulmarg road Kashmir
under Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas, | will submit State Subject/Domicile Certificate,
Qualification Certificate, Pan Card. Experience Certificate (Minimum
05 Years), Character Certificate (Police Department). Bank
Statement (Minimum Balance 10000), Site Plan, Affidavit, Rent
Deed duly attested by Sub-Registrar, Printing Material (Letter Head/
Visiting Card), Photograph of the Unit (Indoor and Outdoor) and
Two Passport size photographs to the Department of Tourism as per
prescribed checklist prior to Registration of my unit as an Excursion
Agency/ Adventure tour Operator.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12,
before my case is processed for registration by the Competent
Authority, the matter is for information of notified hereby general
Public/Financial Institutions/Bank/Organization, etc for objection,
if any and the same should reach to the Deputy Director Tourism
Registration (e-mail Id:- ddtregl23@gmail.com) within a period of 7
days from the publication of this notice in leading local newspaper/
newspapers of the valley. No objections beyond a period of 7 days
shall be entertained.

jvd

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have changed my name from
(old name)TASLEEMA to (New
name)TASLEEMA MAJEED. In
future | will be known as (New
name) TASLEEMA MAJEED. If
anybody is having any
objection He/She may contact
passport office Srinagar, within
7 days. After 7 days no

objection will be accepted.

NOTICE

I have changed my name
from Shazia Amin Wani to
Shazia Amin. In Future I will
be known as Shazia Amin.
If anybody is having any
objection, he/she may
contact Passport Office,
Srinagar within 7 days.
After 7 days no objection
will be accepted.

Media Line Ads|

Office of Advocate Mohd Moonis Manzoor
Lic No.:1070/23
In the case of Sangam Cricket Club Through its president

1. Wajahat Majeed (Age 40)
2. Fayaz Ahmad (Secretary Age 41)

3. Majid Ahmad (treasurer Age 39) (Caveators)

V/s

PUBLIC AT LARGE

(Non-Caveators)
In the matter of; Caveat petition in terms of section 148-A of C.P.C the caveator
has reason to believe/ apprehension that non caveator may file a suit of
any other type of proceeding before the Hon'ble court and on the ground of
Distorted facts/misrepresent and cooked story and may succeed in obtaining
some relief/order at imeparable loss and inconvenience it would be proper
that caveator is given opportunity of being heard by the Hon'ble court before
passing any other. walnut ads.

PUBLIC NOTICE

In my Aadhar Card bearing No: 248113107774 my name and
parentage has been mentioned as Ghulam Qadir Bhat and
parentage Abdul Ahad Bhat while as my correct Name is Gh
Qadir Bhat and parentage is Ahad Bhat which is according to
my Matric/academic certificate.

Now | have applied for necessary corrections in my Aadhar
records, in this regard if anybody having any objection he/
she may convey to the concerned authority within a period of
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After
that no objection shall be entertained.

GH Qadir Bhat S/0 Ahad Bhat

R/0 Raban Ranahama District Baramulla

7006507859 fko

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER, SHOPIAN

No: ARTO/Shop/718 Dated:10/3/2025

NOTICE
Whereas the joint application has
been received from:
1. Manesh Thapa S/o: Mahendra
Singh Thapa R/0: K 852 Saraojini
Nagar Delhi (Transferor) And 2. Nisar
Ahmed Shah R/o: Zain Mohalla,
Ichkoot Shopian (Transferee) For
re-registration of vehicle bearing No: DL8CL-7431
Now, therefore, it is notified for general information that objec-
tions, if any, regarding the transfer/re-registration of the said
vehicle shall be filed in writing in the office of Assistant Re-
gional Transport Officer, Shopian, within the period of 10 days
of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper Kashmir
Observer

Assistant Regional Transport Officer
Shopian
Date: 10/03/2025
ird

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have applied for issuance of Seeds License under name and
style M/S Lone Seeds. If anybody has any objection he/she may
file them in the office of the Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla
within seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Shabir Ahmad Lone

S/0 Abdul Gaffar Lone

R/o0 Bhat Mohalla Palhallan Pattan

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have applied for the issuance of Fertilizer License undr name
and style M/S Dar Fertilizers . If anybody has any objection he/
she may file them in the office of the Chief Agriculture Officer
Baramulla within seven days. After that no objection shall be
entertained.

Kifayat Qadir

S/0 Ghulam Qadir Dar
Palhallan Tantraypora

fko

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, SONAMARG

Email:-sdaofficial@yahoo.com

Subject: Invitation of Applications for operation of All Terrain Vehicles (ATVS) atLashpatri Sonamarg.
Reference: -Minutes of meeting held in the Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir on 24.07.2023.

For and on behalf of the lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of J&K. and pursuant to the decisions taken in the meeting held on 24.07.2023, under the Chairmanship of

Director Tourism, Kashmir TRC Srinagar, the Chief Executive Officer, Sonamarg Development Authority Sonamarg Development Authority hereby invites applications on

the prescribed format from the locals of the area for registration to operate All Terrain Vehicles (ATVS). The application should reach the office of the Chief Executive Of-

ficer, Sonamarg Development Authority W.e.f.15.03.2025 to 27.03.2025 at 11. A.M in the office ofChief Executive Officer, Sonamarg Development Authority ,in presence

of the applicants or their authorized representatives.

Terms & conditions and Eligibility criteria.

1 The applicant should be registered with J&K Tourism Department and local of the area.

2. The applicant should be below 40 years of age as on December 2024 and above 18 years.

3. The applications should reach the office of Chief Executive Officer, SDA on the scheduled date and time mentioned above, supported with the following documents.
Adhaar Card (Self attested).

I 02 copies of coloured passport size photographs.

1. Active person should have certificate from president pony association Sonamarg.

V. Declaration certificate to the effect that no other family member has applied for the purpose.

4, The All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVS) shall be allotted on “First come first Basis”. However, in case the number of applications are more than the total number

of slots then mechanism of Drawof lots shall be adopted for selection of applicants. The draw of lots shall conducted in the office of Chief Executive Officer Sonamarg

Development Authority on the scheduled date and time mentioned above in presence of applicants or their authorized representatives who may wish to be present.

5. The total number of the slots proposed to be allotted/registered for all terrain vehicles is mentioned below:

ATV slots for general Category

One time registration fee for ATV

permission shall be cancelled ab initio.

date of receipt of applications.
13.

No: CEO/SDA/2025/8035-40

pensation shall be paid by Sonamarg Development Authority on this account.
10. The ATVs shall operate from the designated routes, places only, which shall be earmarked by the concerned authorities and in case of any deviation the

Applications from joint ventures are not eligible to apply.
14. The selected persons shall have to furnish the following documents to Sonamarg Development Authority before issue of the permission/ allotment.
l. Proof for local of Sonamarg area.
I Owner of ATV, Snow mobile (For which he has be selected).
1l Having a valid driving license.

DIPK-NB-3803/24

Dated: 17.03.2025

20 Nos 75000.00
6. The selected persons shall have to deposit the one-time registration fees to Sonamarg Development Authority.
A The registration shall be renewed after expiry of every year by the Sonamarg Development Authority.
8. The selected person shall have to undergo imparting necessary training to operate the ATV First Aid Training Course from the registered/reputed agency/
institution at his own risk and cost and the selected persons shall have to furnish the necessary certificate/ license to Sonamarg Development Authority before issuance of
allotment.
9. The selected persons shall procure the brand new ATV at their own risk and responsibility from any registered/reported company and no incentive or com-

The applicant should furnish an undertaking to Sonamarg Development Authority in the shape of a notarized affidavit to the effect that in case the ap-
plicant is selected by the Department for registration to operate a ATV in Lashpatri Sonamarg, he/she will surrender the license.
12. The department can modify the terms and conditions If the need arises before the deadline

V. One time registration fees paid.

V. Insurance of the activity.

VI. Character Certificate from the Police.

VIl Vehicle fitness certificate to be issued by the competent authority.

15. The allottees cannot sublet the activity to any third person (party). In such cases thepermission/allotment shall be cancelled at the risk and cost of the viola-
tor.

16. The ATV shall be distinctly marked by way of displaying a number plate.

17. The ATV shall have rate lists conspicuously displayed.

18. The ATV shall not be overloaded beyond capacity.

19. The ATV shall be operated by the driver only and in no case tourists shalloperate it.

20. The tourist shall be briefed properly regarding safety aspects.

21 The allottee shall abide by the orders, circulars, and Instructions already issued or to be issuedfrom time to time regarding the subject by the Chief Executi-
veOfficer SDA.

The applicant before applying for the purpose shall go through the terms and conditions and incase of any false or fabricated documents appended with
appllcatlon shall be treated as nulland void and no opportunity to be heard shall be given for the purpose.

In case locals fail to respond/come forward for permission then outsiders fromwithin J&K shall be considered but within the allotted capacity.
24 The Chief Executive Officer,Sonamarg Development Authority reserves the right to reject any or all,applications/permissions without assigning any reasons thereof.

Chief Executive Officer
Sonamarg Development Authority

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is information for the general public that in Birth Certifi-
cate of my sons 1- MUTAHIR WANI 2- MOAZIM WANI the fathers
name is entered as AJAZ AHMAD WANI while actual name is
AIJAZ AHMAD WANI. Now i want its correction, in this regard
if anybody having any objection may contact EXECUTIVE OF-
FICER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BUDGAM with in a period of seven
days. No objection shall be entertained after that.
AIJAZ AHMAD WANI F/0 1-MUTAHIR WANI 2- MOAZIM WANI
R/0 JAHAMA BUDGAM

CELL. 7051696953 mcb

PUBLIC NOTICE

|,Fareed Ahmad Lone S/0 Mohammad Ramzan Lone R/O kri-
palpora seri Matipora Tehsil Singhpora Distt Baramulla do
hereby state as under that my ward namly Zahid Fareed Lone
was born on 17/03/2011 at Kripalpora seri Matipora and now
| want to obtain DOB in favour of my ward from BDO office
singhpora if any body have objection he she may contact to teh-
sil office singhpora within seven days and after seven days no
objection will be accepted

fko

Subject.Grant of registration of the proposed Travel Agency
unit under the name , M/S TRULY KASHMIR " situated at
Munawar link Road Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas | Mr Rayees Ahmad,S/o late Fayaz Ahmad Najar R/o0
Padshahi Bagh Srinagar intends to apply in the Department
of tourism for registration of my proposed Treval Agency un-
der the name and style" M/ s TRULY KASHMIR "situated
at Munawar link road Srinagar Kashmir under Tourist Trade
Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,| will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Quali-
fication Certificate,Pan card, Experience certificate (minimum
05 vyears), Character certificate (Police department). Bank
statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent
Deed duly attested sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter
Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and Outdoor)
and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tour-
ism as prescribed checklist prior to registration of my unit as an
Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-
12, before my case is processed for registration by the compe-
tent Authority the matter is hereby notified for information of
general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc for
objection,if any and the same should reach to the deputy direc-
tor tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-ddtregl23@ gmail.com)
within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley.No objection
beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained

fko

=7

VTICY/IVA 3]
L2 e o eI Eo1sb o st s
s
rln(f s Jl{;’

doe U aBon B Qiani i w18l Joadi st dion
by e dend g St Lt e dink e
vt K fe et syt fleupe e d

—e drubnl (tve b we H 13-09-2024

s G5 U0 (idyu,&‘;ﬁmrw
- deeds Jues ey
s57 d% Je11 2103565 35,6 46
Ao 24 Jeos Ol f
S 2 Jeaa T

D St Sames, el e SIS el 1
|}w&Luu""}‘gdié’.T/,Cl/iidiu;c«w?y;j”p.’uﬁfuzl/’" !.L.zfé}’/ S

e ARG e Sz s Lol S md S P
FKO

479
VP2 b e DA G Bk
_,u,uugffc_um.uw.,wmdf/HT 110000702/t
STt - Ut S P e nif S Bn /L!//"!/c
PDD £ 11t s ’Lu!}ul/o)}/}"gfl/j’/ﬁd/ 6 otes S Jf
e S BIGA E St L Lo g ST ALt
eruJ:uL’ iluunb//;"’jrﬂij/m/}'//uI(ML //J /
9541596819- 7006861 808_ui.r€,~w‘/;fd/ 4

mcb

g R e
15-03-202
&rjgft'f;(oyjt)uzd/jcbfd/l/ua&w,fﬁJflc/}f’bjlf'wlf/ﬂufﬁ
e $29E 22,651 Digital Rice Mill=;L(NOC)
s b

13k d/liu/:’/&'lb// u‘/JluK/JJI/&JW.J)&’KJL/}-‘JUU’&/MJV
du‘.lf/w’(o/h)mwc"nﬂuwj/J;uy@waﬁMu/,w

,//va,&uu (Digital Rice Mill)Ju (i1 f s 7 - Y
‘u/uwfdﬁffﬁ S U KL S S (NOC) yloed st Fe
JASG A Lie 3 Lgu/w.;/‘gfm/rgmu,wwdnx(gum 1
/,WJI/._};KIIJJ}
sy R

bmg-r

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURETHATTHE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING INTHE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVERTHE NEWSPAPERTAKES NO RESPONSIBILITYNORDOES IT

I\ AR

NDOR

» » NS AR »
ADVER HE READERS AR HER

HECONTENISOFIH

REC DIOVER HECONTENTS BEFORE ACTING [ HER

PON. MANA

\VIEIN




Food Safety Inspections

Held In Clty

Syed Mohammad Burhan

SRINAGAR: On the direc-
tions of Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, a team of
Food Safety/Drug and Food
Control Organisation con-

ducted intensive inspec-
tions of industrial units
manufacturing bakery

items, sweets, and confec-
tionery in Srinagar.

The inspection team, led
by Assistant Commissioner
Food Safety Srinagar Yameen
ul Nabi along with Food Safe-
ty Officers Hakeem Adil and
Syed Dilpazi carried out in-
spections of Manufacturing
units of Bakery, sweets and
confectionery units in In-
dustrial area Khanmouh col-
lected surveillance samples
to check the quality of food
items. The inspections aimed
to ensure that food business
operators in Srinagar main-
tain the quality and stan-

dards of food products.

Another team of Food
Safety Officers comprising of
Mr Fayaz Ahmad Bhat and Mr
Khalid Bashir carried out in-
spection of Children Hospital
canteens and JVC market and
lifted about 7 legal samples
for analytical purposes and
recommended 4 FBOS under
sec 69 for penalty .

The inspections will con-
tinue in Srinagar to guar-
antee that food safety stan-
dards are met. Consumers
can lodge complaints about
food quality by calling 104
with substantial evidence.

The Food Safety/Drug and
Food Control Organisation is
committed to ensuring that
food products in Srinagar are
safe for consumption. The
organisation will continue to
conduct regular inspections
and take action against food
business operators who fail to
meet food safety standards.

TULIP FESTIVAL

Div Com Reviews Arrangements
For Opening Of Tulip Garden

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kash-
mir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri
convened a meeting to re-
view the arrangement for
the opening of Asia's largest
Tulip Garden and to ensure
a pleasant experience for
visitors during Tulip Festival
season.

Situated at the foothills of
Zabarwan, the Tulip Garden
is the most favorite destina-
tion of tourists in the month
of April and shall be opened
for the public in the last
week of March as the 17.5
lakh tulip bulbs have started
to bloom gradually.

Addressing the meeting
in this regard, Div Com di-
rected a massive publicity
campaign for the opening
of the famous Tulip garden,
time slot and online booking
of tickets by the visitors for
which link will be available
at the official website of the

floriculture department.

Meanwhile, he urged the
floriculture department to
keep the garden open from
6:00AM in the morning to
8:00PM in the evening.

Div Com directed SMC
officials to conduct regular
sanitation drives to keep the
garden and surroundings
clean from littering besides
instructed for installation of
an adequate number of dust-
bins at the garden.

He also directed SMC to
make the existing toilet
block functional and ensure
availability of Mobile Toilet
Vehicles outside the garden.

Div Com emphasised for
efficient management of
parking spaces at Botani-
cal Garden to accommodate
maximum number of vehi-
cles and instructed SSP Traf-
fic for smooth traffic man-
agement particularly during
holidays & Sundays when
the footfall of tourists & local
visitors increase enormously.

Masjid Bilal's Community Iftar
Brings Worshippers Together

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Masjid Bilal in
Srinagar’s Lal Chowk orga-
nizes a daily iftaar drawing
hundreds of worshippers
who gather to break their
fast in a spirit of unity and
togetherness.

Situated on the scenic
Bund along the Jhelum River,
Masjid Bilal has long been a
hub of religious and social
activities. The annual com-
munity Iftaar, a tradition up-
held for years, aims to foster
a sense of brotherhood and
solidarity among the local
population.

Eyewitnesses reported a
warm and welcoming at-
mosphere as volunteers dis-
tributed dates, water, and
traditional Kashmiri delica-
cies before Maghrib prayers.
Attendees, including people
from different neighbor-
hoods of Srinagar, appreci-
ated the initiative, empha-
sizing the need for more
such gatherings in today’s
fast-paced world.

“Events like these strength-
en our faith and social con-
nections,” said Javid Ahmad,
a local attendee. “It’s heart-

{Ameen).

SAD DEMISE

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the sad demise of Mushtaq
Ahmad Wani 5/0: Gh. Mohd Wani R/o Kalashpora Srinagar left for
heavenly abode on Sunday 16th of March, The deceased was pious,
humble, and down to earth person, may Allah grant him Highest place
in Jannah, and give courage to his family to bear this irreparable loss.

ening to see people from all
walks of life come together to
share a meal and prayers.”

Another resident, Mush-
taq Ahmad, praised the
Masjid administration’s ef-
forts. “In a time when many
feel disconnected from their
communities, such initia-
tives remind us of the power
of faith and collective good-
will,” he said.

A representative of the
Masjid Bilal management ex-
pressed their commitment
to continuing this tradition.
“We have been organizing
community Iftar for many
years now, and our mission
remains the same—to ensure
that no one feels left out dur-
ing Ramadan. We welcome
everyone with open arms,”
he said.

Notably, Masjid Bilal is
known not only for its spiri-
tual significance but also for
its active role in community
service, including charitable
programs and educational
initiatives. As Ramazan pro-
gresses, more such events
are expected to be held, re-
inforcing the spirit of gen-
erosity and communal har-
mony in Srinagar.

The Fateh Khawani will be held in their ancestral graveyard at
Nawabazar (Behind Taj Iron Agency) on Wednesday at 10:00 A.M
Note: Ladies are requested not to bring any eatable item with them

FROM: BEREAVED FAMILY
CONTACT NO. +91 70064 01604

INFO
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Syed Mohammad Burhan

SRINAGAR: The long-anticipated
Srinagar Metro Project, expected
to alleviate traffic congestion and
enhance urban mobility in the
city, remains in limbo as it awaits
clearance from the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs (Mo-
HUA), Government of India.

In response to a question raised
by MLA Tanveer Sadiq in the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Legislative As-
sembly, the Housing and Urban
Development Department dis-
closed that the revised Detailed
Project Report (DPR), amounting
to Rs 4893 crore and prepared
by M/s RITES Ltd., has been sub-
mitted to the central ministry.
However, the proposal has yet to
receive official approval, stalling
progress on the ambitious transit
project.

Authorities further confirmed
that, as of now, no discussions
have been initiated with the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) or
any other agency regarding the

Centre Yet To Approve
Revised DPR For Srinagar
Metro, Delaying Project

Approval for Rs 4893 Crore Proposal Still Pending with MoHUA

project's execution and imple-
mentation since it remains stuck
at the approval stage. Given the
current status, setting a fresh
timeline for its completion is not
feasible.

The Srinagar Metro Project is
widely regarded as a vital solu-
tion to the city's worsening traffic
congestion and
urban  ex-
pansion _g
chal-

lenges.
The continued delay in its clear-
ance has sparked concerns among
residents and key stakeholders,
who fear further setbacks in the

realization of this crucial infra-
structure development.

Originally proposed in 2017 as a
means to tackle the city's mount-
ing transportation issues, the met-
ro rail project was initially bud-
geted at Rs 4893 crore. Designed
to be executed in two phases, it
would span a total of 25 kilome-

ters, featuring two

—_—
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cor -
ridors—one
stretching from HMT

Junction to Indira Nagar and an-
other from Osmanabad to Hazoori
Bagh. However, the lack of prog-
ress in securing approval has kept
the project from moving forward,
leaving Srinagar’s commuters in a
state of uncertainty.

THE SRINAGAR METRO PROJECT IS SEEN AS CRUCIAL FOR ADDRESSING THE

GROWING TRAFFIC CONGESTION and urban pressure in the city. However, the delay
inits approval has raised concerns among residents and stakeholders about the timely
execution of this significant infrastructure initiative.

Dy CM Visits Bone & ]omt Hospltal

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief Minister,
Surinder Choudhary conducted an
extensive visit to Bone & Joint Hos-
pital, Barzulla, Srinagar, to review
progress on ongoing development
projects.

The visit was aimed to assess key
infrastructural works and ensure
their timely completion to enhance
public healthcare services.

During the visit, the Deputy Chief
Minister inspected the newly con-
structed hospital building, empha-
sizing the importance of modern
healthcare infrastructure to cater
to the growing medical needs of
the people. He directed the execut-
ing agencies to expedite the pace of
work while maintaining the highest
standards of quality and efficiency.

Interacting with the officials and
local residents, the Deputy Chief
Minister sought feedback on the in-

Subject:

Reference:

Medical College, Srinagar.

0f 2024 Dated. 08.07.2024.

NO: RA-MC/Secl/SR/Med,/10271-74-MC
Dated: 17-03-2025

frastructural developments in the
area. He reiterated the government's
unwavering commitment towards
accelerating developmental projects
for the welfare of people of the UT.

The Deputy Chief Minister was
briefed by Professor Dr. Altaf Ahmad
Kawoosa, HOD Orthopaedics, GMC
Srinagar, about the newly construct-
ed building of Bone and Joint Hospi-
tal at Barzulla, Srinagar.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Deputy Chief Minister reaffirmed
the government's commitment to-
wards ensuring high quality health-
care and public services. He assured
that all necessary measures will be
taken up to equip the Bone & Joint
Hospital with state-of-the-art medi-
cal facilities and improve healthcare
infrastructure.

Later, the Chief Engineer PWD
(R&B), Kashmir presented compre-
hensive reports on the physical and
financial milestones of various on-

(ACADEMIC SECTION)

OFFICE ORDER NO: 228 0f 2025.
DATED: 17 -03-2025.

DIPK-13121-24
DT: 17/03/2025

going projects. These included Con-
vent Bridge, Rajbagh, Srinagar, New
Bridge, Parimpora-Shaltang Flyover
and Foot Over Bridge at Children
Hospital, Bemina, Srinagar, pedes-
trian safety measures and Boulevard
Road widening proposal and traffic
decongestion initiative.

The Dy CM also visited the New
Convent School Bridge, where he re-
affirmed the Government's assurance
towards enhancing infrastructure that
benefits both the residents and visi-
tors. He assured full support for timely
completion of all critical projects.

Reaffirming Government’s com-
mitment to speed up the infrastruc-
tural projects, the Deputy Chief
Minister stressed the importance of
holistic development, prioritising key
infrastructure and welfare initiatives
for public benefit. He directed the of-
ficials to address any bottlenecks and
ensure that all projects are completed
within the stipulated deadlines.

Engagement of Dr. Shabir Ahmad Dar, senior Resident on Academic Arrangement Basis, in the Department of Medicine,
Government Medical College, Srinagar.

i. This office Advertisement No. 01 of 2025 Dated. 01-01-2025.
ii. Character and antecedent verification report received from CID, J&K vide Form No. 116947 Dated. 29 -11-2024.

Pursuant to the Selection list issued vide Notification No. 03 & 04-EC of 2025 Dated. 12-03-2025 and on the basis of satisfactory verification
report of Character & antecedents by criminal investigation Department (CID), J&K, Dr. Shabir Ahmad Dar, MD, not In-service candidate, is
provisionally engaged as Senior Resident in the Discipline of Medicine, Government Medical College, srinagar on Academic Arrangement basis
under S.0. 364 of 2020 Dated. 27.11.2020 and Government Order No. 383-JK (HME) of 2024 Dated. 20.06.2024 initially for a period of one
year, which is extendable upto (03), years, on the basis of good performance to be certified by the concerned HOD.

The appointment of the above doctor is further subject to the following terms and conditions: -

1. The selected candidate is supposed to submit his joining report alongwith an affidavit(s) in the office of the undersigned duly attested
by the Judicial Magistrate to the effect that: -

a. he is not in-service candidate, the information if found wrong the selectee shall be punished under Rules which includes confiscation
of the Registration of the Doctor.

b. he will not participate in any kind of strike during the period of his tenure engagement. In the event he proceeds on strike, his tenure
engagement shall be terminated without any notice as this service is covered under ESMA Act.

C. he shall remain disciplined during the whole tenure; any kind of misconduct shall make him liable for termination without any prior
notice.

d. heis notinvolved in any criminal activity or there is no fir pending or registered in any criminal department or police station against him.

e. he shall not claim any experience certificate in case he leaves Senior Residency before completion at least of six months.

f he will not indulge in any private practice. In case he is found doing private practice his appointment shall be liable for termination
without any notice.

2. The above doctor shall have to execute an agreement with the institution on the prescribed format (Form A) with regard to the various

terms and conditions applicable during academic arrangement same can be downloaded from the official website of Government

3. The appointee is required to join within (21) days from the date of issuance of this order failing which the order shall be deemed to have
been cancelled.

4, The Senior Resident appointed on an Academic Arrangement basis shall be paid as per S.0. 364 of 2020 Dated. 27-11-2020.

5. The Senior Resident appointed on Academic Arrangement basis shall be entitled leaves as per the Government order No. 451-JK (HME)

Principal/Dean
Govt. Medical College Srinagar
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

I

Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)
Mughal Road - (Closed)
Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)
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17Ramazan Magrib  6:43
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This Day In History

1902- Turkey grants Germany syndicate the first
concession to construct a railroad through Turkish
territory to Baghdad, to be linked to Berlin
1909- Russia and Bulgaria reach an agreement in which
late 19th century Russian financial claims are cancelled
to meet compensation due to Turkey from Bulgaria
1915- French battleship Bouvet explodes, 640 killed

1922 - British magistrates in India sentence Mahatma
Gandhi to 6 years imprisonment for disobedience
1937 - The human-powered aircraft, Pedaliante, flies 1
kilometre (0.62 miles) outside Milan.
1940 - Benito Mussolini joins Hitler in Germany's war
against France & Britain
1943 - Red Army evacuates Belgorod
1944 - Nazi Germany occupies Hungary
1944 - 2,500 women trample guards & floorwalkers to
purchase 1,500 alarm clocks announced for sale in a
Chicago Illinois dept store
1945 - 1,250 US bombers attacks Berlin
1948 - France & Great Britain & Benelux sign Treaty of
Brussels
1948 - Soviet consultants have left Yugoslavia in first
sign of Tito-Stalin split.
1949 - NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Org) ratified
1952 - 1st plastic lens for cataract patients fitted
(Philadelphia)
1955 - | Hatojama recognized as premier of Japan
1959 - US President Dwight D. Eisenhower signs Hawaii
statehood bill
1962 - Algerian War ends after 7%z yrs (250,000 die), Ben
Bella flees
1963 - France performs underground nuclear test at
Ecker, Algeria
1965 - USSR launches Voshkod 2; Alexei Leonov makes
1st spacewalk (20 mins)
1967 - Oil tanker Torrey Canyon hits a rock off Cornwall
& spills oil
1968 - Congress repeals requirement for a gold reserve
1970 - Two-week US postal strike begins; it is against
the government and is the largest wildcat strike in US
history
1971 - 200 die in landslide into Lake Yanahuani, Chungar
Peru
1972 - China performs nuclear test at Lop Nor, PRC
1972 - Ulster Vanguard hold a rally of 60,000 people
in Belfast; William Craig tells the crowd: "if and when
the politicians fail us, it may be our job to liquidate the
enemy"
1974 - Most Arab oil producing nations end embargo
against US
1975 - Kurds end fight against Iraqi army
1977 - US restricts citizens from visiting Cuba, Vietnam,
North Korea & Cambodia
1977 - Vietnam hands over MIA to US
1978 - 250,000 attend rock concert California Jam Il in
Ontario, Calif
1978 - Former Pakistani premier Ali Bhutto sentenced to
death
1979 - Battles between Kurds & Iranians break in
Sananday, Iran
1986 - US Treasury Dept announces plans to alter paper
money
1989 - 27th space shuttle mission, STS-29 (Discovery 8),
returns to Earth
1989 - In Egypt, a 4,400-year-old mummy is found in the
Pyramid of Cheops.
1990 -Largest art robbery in US history: 13 works of
art worth over $500 million are stolen from the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston
1990 -1st free elections in East Germany, Conservatives
beat Communists
1990 - 32-day lockout by baseball owners ends
1990 - A Tampa little leaguer dies after being struck by
a pitch
1991 - Reggie Miller (Indiana) ends NBA free throw
streak of 52 games
1992 - Zimbabwe beat England by 9 runs in World Cup
at Albury
1994 - Space shuttle STS-62 (Columbia 16), lands
1995 - STS 67 (Endeavour 8) lands after 16%2 days
1996 - 50,000 swimmers raise 15 million for charity
during BT's Swimathon '96
1996 - A nightclub fire in Quezon City, Philippines kills 162.
1997 - Russian AN-24 plane crashes in Turkey, 50 die
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Trump To Talk To Putin Today To
Push For Ending Ukraine War.

Agencies

Washington: President Donald
Trump said he would speak to
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin on Tuesday as he pushes to
end the war in Ukraine.

The US leader disclosed the up-
coming conversation to report-
ers while flying from Florida to
Washington on Air Force One on
Sunday evening.

“We will see if we have something
to announce maybe by Tuesday. I
will be speaking to President Pu-

tin on Tuesday,” Trump said.
“A lot of work's been done over
the weekend. We want to see if we
can bring that war to an end.”
Although Russia failed in its ini-

G

We will see if we
have something to
announce maybe
by Tuesday. | will
be speaking to
President Putinon
Tuesday

tial goal to topple
Ukraine with its
invasion  three
years ago, it still
controls large
swaths of the
country.

Trump said land
and power plants
are part of the con-
versation around
bringing the war
to a close.

“We will be talking about land.
We will be talking about power
plants,” he said.

Trump Freezes US-Funded
Media Outlets Including
Voice Of America

A crew from Voice of America make a live report as they stand in the a causeway leading to US President-elect
Donald Trump’s estate in Mar-a-Lago in West Palm Beach on December 13, 2024. (AFP)

Agencies

WASHINGTON: President Don-
ald Trump’s administration on
Saturday put journalists at Voice
of America and other US-funded
broadcasters on leave, abruptly
freezing decades-old outlets long
seen as critical to countering
Russian and Chinese informa-
tion offensives.

Hundreds of staffers at VOA,
Radio Free Asia, Radio Free Eu-
rope and other outlets received a
weekend email saying they will
be barred from their offices and
should surrender press passes
and office-issued equipment.
Trump, who has already eviscer-
ated the US global aid agency and
the Education Department, on
Friday issued an executive order
listing the US Agency for Global
Media as among “elements of
the federal bureaucracy that the
president has determined are un-
necessary.”

Kari Lake, a firebrand Trump
supporter put in charge of the
media agency after she lost a US
Senate bid, said in an email to the
outlets that federal grant money
“no longer effectuates agency
priorities.”

The White House said the cuts

would ensure “taxpayers are no
longer on the hook for radical
propaganda,” marking a dramat-
ic tone shift toward the networks
established to extend US influ-
ence overseas.

White House press official Harri-
son Fields wrote “goodbye” on X
in 20 languages, a jab at the out-
lets’ multilingual coverage.

VOA director Michael Abramow-
itz said he was among 1,300 staff-
ers placed on leave Saturday.
“VOA needs thoughtful reform,
and we have made progress in
that regard. But today’s action
will leave Voice of America un-
able to carry out its vital mis-
sion,” he said on Facebook,
noting that its coverage — in 48
languages — reaches 360 million
people each week.

The head of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, which started
broadcasting into the Soviet bloc
during the Cold War, called the
cancelation of funding “a mas-
sive gift to America’s enemies.”
“The Iranian ayatollahs, Chi-
nese communist leaders, and
autocrats in Moscow and Minsk
would celebrate the demise of
RFE/RL after 75 years,” its presi-
dent, Stephen Capus, said in a
statement.

Modi Conveys Concerns To Kiwi PM Over
Anti-India Activities In New Zealand

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India and New Zea-
land on Monday inked a pact
to institutionalise their de-
fence ties and vowed to boost
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
even as Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi flagged concerns to
his Kiwi counterpart Chris-
topher Luxon over certain
unlawful elements indulging
in anti-India activities in the
island nation.

Following talks between Modi
and Luxon, the two sides
signed six agreements to ramp
up cooperation in several
areas including education,
sports, agriculture and climate
change, and decided to prepare
a roadmap for cooperation in
the defence industry sector.

In his media statement, Modi
said India and New Zealand
support a free, open, secure
and prosperous Indo-Pacific,
adding “we believe in the pol-
icy of development, not expan-
sionism”, remarks that came
amid growing global concerns
over China’s expansionist be-
haviour in the region.
Advertisement

The two leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to support-
ing an Indo-Pacific where sov-
ereignty and territorial integ-

rity are respected, according
to a joint statement.

Luxon arrived in the national
capital on Sunday on a five-
day visit primarily to push for
deeper economic engagement
between the two sides.

Both prime ministers wel-
comed the launch of nego-
tiations for a “balanced,
ambitious, comprehensive,
and mutually beneficial2
free trade agreement (FTA)

lenge of irregular migration,
according to a joint statement.
In his remarks, Modi, refer-
ring to the 2019 Christchurch
terror attack and the 26/11
Mumbai strike, said that ter-
rorism in any form is “unac-
ceptable”.

“Strict action is necessary
against those guilty of terror-
ist attacks. We will continue to
cooperate together against ter-
rorist, separatist and radical

‘ Strict action is necessary against those
guilty of terrorist attacks. We will continue to
cooperate together against terrorist, separatist and

radical elements

between the two countries
to achieve deeper econom-
ic integration.

Within the context of FTA ne-
gotiations, Modi and Luxon
agreed for discussions be-
tween respective authorities
on both sides to explore early
implementation of cooperation
in the digital payments sector.
In the context of the nego-
tiations for the trade deal, the
two sides agreed to start dis-
cussions on an arrangement
facilitating the mobility of pro-
fessionals and skilled workers,
primarily to address the chal-

elements,” he said.

“In this context, we shared
our concern about anti-India
activities by some illegal ele-
ments in New Zealand. We
are confident that we will con-
tinue to get the cooperation of
the New Zealand government
against all these illegal ele-
ments,” he said.

Modi said both sides de-
cided to strengthen and in-
stitutionalise defence and
security partnership and a
roadmap will be prepared for
cooperation in the defence
industry sector.

Women, Children Killed In US Airstrikes
Targeting Ansarallah Leadership In Yemen

Agnecies

Sanna: The airstrikes carried out
by US and UK warplanes over-
night were part of a new campaign
to "take out" leaders of the Ansar-
allah resistance movement and
"hold Iran accountable" for sup-
porting them, a top White House
official said on 16 March.

"This was an overwhelming re-
sponse that actually targeted multi-
ple Houthi [Ansarallah] leaders and
took them out," Trump national
security adviser Mike Waltz said on
ABC's "This Week" on Sunday.

Most of the 31 people killed in
the strikes were women and chil-
dren, said Sanaa's health ministry
spokesperson Anees al-Asbahi on
Sunday, who also reported 101 oth-

Gathering In Jaipur

police said.

first aid, the officer added.

Around 50 Injured In Bee
Attack During Funeral

round 50 people, who had gath-
ered for a funeral here, were in-
jured in a bee attack on Monday,

The incident occurred in Peeli ki Talai
of Amber area when during the cremation
of a person bees came out of the hive due to
the heat of the fire and attacked the group of
people, Station House Officer (SHO) Antim
Sharma said. He said around 50 people were
injured and they were taken to the nearest
first aid centre from where some people were
referred to Sawai Mansingh Hospital in Jaipur.
Most of the people were sent home after

ust over a day after blasting off, a

SpaceX crew capsule arrived at the

International Space Station on Sun-

day, delivering the replacements for
NASA’s two stuck astronauts.

The four newcomers — representing
the US, Japan and Russia — will spend
some time learning the station’s ins and
outs from Butch Wilmore and Sunita Wil-
liams. Then the two will strap into their
own SpaceX capsule later this week, one
that has been up there since last year, to
close out an unexpected extended mission
that began last June.

Wilmore and Williams expected to be
gone just a week when they launched on
Boeing’s first astronaut flight. They hit the
nine-month mark earlier this month.

The Boeing Starliner capsule encoun-
tered so many problems that NASA in-
sisted it come back empty, leaving its test
pilots behind to wait for a SpaceX lift.

While the seven space station residents
prepared for the new arrivals, one of the
Russians — Ivan Vagner — briefly put on
an alien mask in a lighthearted moment.
Wilmore swung open the space station’s
hatch and rang the ship’s bell as the new
crew floated in one by one and were greeted

ers wounded. “Targeting civilians
proves US weakness; this will not
deter us from supporting Gaza but
will instead escalate the situation to
something even stronger and more
severe,” said the Yemeni Supreme
Political Council in a statement.

The difference between strikes
targeting Yemen under Trump
compared to those carried out un-
der former president Joe Biden is
that the US is now "going after the
Houthi leadership and holding Iran
responsible," Waltz stated.

"We inherited a terrible situ-
ation, and this is one of what will
be a sustained effort to right that
wrong and to reopen global com-
merce," he added.

Trump also warned Iran to
end military support for Ansaral-
lah. He said if Iran threatened the
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NASA announces Sunita,
Wilmore's return date to earth
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United States, "America will hold
you fully accountable, and we
won't be nice about it!"

IRGC Commander-in-chief Ma-
jor General Hossein Salami reiter-
ated on Sunday that Iran does not
dictate the policies of Ansarallah
in Yemen. Nasruddin Amer, deputy
head of the Ansarallah media office,
said the airstrikes would not deter
the Yemeni resistance movement.

"Sanaa will remain Gaza's
shield and support and will not
abandon it no matter the challeng-
es," he wrote on social media.

The midnight attack marks
the first western airstrikes to hit
Yemen since the Gaza ceasefire
deal took effect in January. It also
comes days after Trump added An-
sarallah back to the list of Foreign
Terrorist Organizations (FTO).

Security Tightened At Aurangzeb's
Grave In Maharashtra

Press Trust Of India

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar: As
calls for the removal of Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb's grave in-
tensify, the police administration
has stepped up security, making
it mandatory for visitors to fur-
nish their identity cards before
entering the site in Maharashtra's
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar dis-
trict, an official said on Monday.
The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) staged protests at various
government offices during the day
and submitted memorandums for
the removal of Aurangzeb's grave
in Khuldabad.

Aurangzeb is remembered in Ma-
harashtra for his battles with the
Marathas, who resisted his expan-
sionist ambitions. Maratha war-
rior king Shivaji Maharaj's son,
Sambhaji, was captured, tortured,
and executed on his orders.

been deployed at various points
and the grave site.

Tourists visiting the grave now
have to write their names in a visi-
tors register kept with a team of
Home Guards and have to furnish
identity documents, he said.
Parvez Kabeer Ahmed, the care-
taker of the grave, said, "The
situation here is peaceful, and
people should not believe in ru-
mours. Footfall of visitors has
gone down after the demands to
demolish the grave have come
up. The footfall is usually low
during Ramzan. Nearly 100 peo-
ple visit daily, but the number
has gone down since the issue
was raised." The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) staged protests
at government offices in differ-
ent parts of Maharashtra and
submitted memorandums for the
removal of Aurangzeb's grave.

In the memorandum addressed to

The Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
rural police department has imple-
mented multiple security posts
from the entry point to Khuldabad
town to the grave site.

An official said a State Reserve
Police Force (SRPF) company of 50
policemen, 30 personnel from local
police and 20 Home Guards have

Chief Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis, the VHP stated that Aurang-
zeb had killed two sons of Sikh
guru Guru Gobind Singh because
they refused to convert, tortured
and Kkilled Maratha warrior Kking

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj
and demolished temples in Kashi,
Mathura, Somnath.

Delhi HC Directs Centre on Plea
to Rename India as Bharat

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
has asked the Centre to expedi-
tiously comply with an order of the
Supreme Court for considering a
representation for amending the
Constitution and replacing the word
India with "Bharat" or "Hindustan".
Justice Sachin Datta also allowed
the petitioner to withdraw his peti-
tion in this regard.

The order passed on March 12
said, "After some hearing, senior
counsel for the petitioner seeks to
withdraw the present petition with
leave to pursue the matter with the
ministries concerned for disposal
of the petitioner's representation
in terms of the order dated June
3, 2020 passed by the Supreme
Court...the present petition stands
dismissed as withdrawn." The
Centre's counsel should appropri-
ately convey to the ministries con-
cerned for expeditious compliance
of the order passed by the Supreme
Court, it added.

The petitioner had initially ap-
proached the Supreme Court,
which in 2020, directed the petition
be treated as a representation that
could be considered by appropri-
ate ministries.

Petitioner Namaha, represented
by senior advocate Sanjeev Sagar,
then moved the high court for a di-
rection to the authorities to decide
his representation.

"The petitioner is left with no op-

G

The petitioneris
left with no option but
to approach this court,
by way of the present
petition as thereis

no update from the
respondents about any
decision taken on the
representation of the
petitioner

tion but to approach this court, by
way of the present petition as there
is no update from the respondents
about any decision taken on the
representation of the petitioner,"
the plea said.

It said the English name "India" did
not represent the culture and tradi-
tion of the country and renaming
it to "Bharat" would help citizens
shed the "colonial baggage".

The plea, therefore, sought amend-
ment to Article 1 of the Constitu-
tion, which deals with the name
and territory of the Union.
Referring to the 1948 Constituent
assembly debate on Article 1 of the
then draft constitution, the plea said
even at that time there was a "strong
wave" in favour of naming the coun-
try as "Bharat" or "Hindustan".

Wilmore and Williams expected to be gone
launched on Boeing’s first astronaut flight. They hit the nine-month mark

earlier this month.

Control.

and Japan.

AN

with hugs and handshakes..
“It was a wonderful day. Great to see
our friends arrive,” Williams told Mission

Wilmore’s and Williams’ ride arrived
back in late September with a downsized
crew of two and two empty seats re-
served for the leg back. But more delays
resulted when their replacements’ brand
new capsule needed extensive battery
repairs. An older capsule took its place,
pushing up their return by a couple
weeks to mid-March.

Weather permitting, the SpaceX cap-
sule carrying Wilmore, Williams and
two other astronauts will undock from
the space station early Tuesday and
splash down off Florida’s coast later
that evening.

Until then, there will be 11 aboard the
orbiting lab, representing the US, Russia

just a week when they
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‘Indian Railways Providing High-
Quality Services To Passengers’

Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: Union Minister for
Railways, Information & Broad-
casting, Electronics & IT, Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, highlighted the
achievements and future plans
of Indian Railways during a dis-
cussion in the Rajya Sabha on
Monday. He stated that Indian
Railways is providing safe and
high-quality services to passen-
gers at affordable fares while se-
curing a leading position globally.

Comparing Rail fares, he men-
tioned that fares in Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are
higher than in India, while in
Western countries, rail fares are
10-20 times higher than in India.

On the subsidy provided to
passengers, the Railway Min-
ister said that while the cost
of train travel per kilometer is
¥1.38, passengers are charged
only 73 paise, meaning a sub-
sidy of 47% is provided. In the
financial year 2022-23, pas-
sengers received a subsidy of
357,000 crore, which increased
to approximately 260,000 crore
in 2023-24 (provisional figures).
He emphasised that the goal is
to provide safe and improved
services at minimal fares.

Highlighting the benefits
of Railway electrification, the
Minister noted that despite an
increase in the number of pas-
sengers and cargo, energy ex-
penses have remained stable.

Indian Railways aims to
achieve Scope 1 net zero emis-
sions by 2025 and Scope 2 net
zero emissions by 2030. This
non-fossil energy-based goal
will completely offset the Rail-
way's carbon emissions.

The Railway Minister also
announced that locomotives
manufactured at the Madhe-
pura factory in Bihar will soon
be exported. Indian Railways
is exporting passenger coaches
to Mozambique, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka, while locomo-
tives are being exported to Mo-
zambique, Senegal, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and Bangladesh.

Additionally, bogie under-
frames are being exported to
the United Kingdom, Saudi Ara-
bia, France and Australia, while
propulsion parts are being sent
to France, Mexico, Germany,
Spain, Romania and Italy.

This year, India produced
1,400 locomotives, surpassing
the combined production of the

U.S. and Europe. Additionally,
200,000 new wagons have been
added to the fleet. The Railway
Minister stated that in FY 2024-
25, Indian Railways will trans-
port 1.6 billion tons of cargo,
making it one of the world's top
three freight carriers, alongside
China and the U.S. This under-
scores the increasing capacity
of Indian Railways and its cru-
cial role in the logistics sector.

He further stated that 41,000
LHB coaches have been manu-
factured with a strong focus on
railway safety.

During Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s third term, all ICF
coaches will be replaced with
LHB coaches. The implemen-
tation of long Rails, electronic
interlocking, fog safety devices
and the ‘Kavach’ safety system
is progressing rapidly.

Expressing gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Mr.
Vaishnaw mentioned that ear-
lier, Indian Railways received
%25,000 crore in financial sup-
port, which has now increased
to 2.5 lakh crore. This funding
has led to significant infrastruc-
ture improvements, including
the construction of 50 Namo
Bharat trains designed for short-
distance travel, offering both AC
and non-AC options.

Regarding the recent incident
at New Delhi Railway Station,
the Railway Minister informed
the House that a high-level com-
mittee is investigating the unfor-
tunate accident. All CCTV footage
and relevant data have been se-
cured and approximately 300 in-
dividuals have been interviewed
to verify facts. Ten critical mea-
sures have been taken to prevent
such incidents in the future.

The Railway Minister reiter-
ated the government’s com-
mitment to serving the poorest
sections of society. He empha-
sised that the number of gen-
eral coaches is being increased
to 2.5 times that of AC coaches.

Under the current production
plan, 17,000 non-AC coaches
are scheduled for manufactur-
ing. He also stated that Indian
Railways' financial position is
strong, with continuous efforts
to improve it. The Railway sec-
tor has successfully overcome
challenges posed by the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, with passenger
numbers increasing and growth
observed in both passenger and
freight transportation.

Terrorist Killed In Kupwara

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: An unidentified
terrorist was killed in an en-
counter with security forces in
the Zachaldara area of Jammu
and Kashmir's Kupwara district
on Monday, officials here said.
The security forces launched
a cordon and search operation
in Krumhoora village in Zach-
aldara following information

about the presence of terrorists
in the area, the officials said.

The search operation turned
into an encounter after the terror-
ists opened fire towards the secu-
rity forces' positions. One terrorist
was killed in retaliatory firing and
some arms and ammunition were
recovered from the spot, they said.

The identity and group affili-
ation of the slain terrorist were
yet to be ascertained.

Govt Committed To

Strengthening Healthcare
Infrastructure' Sakinaltoo

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir government has re-
iterated its commitment to
addressing gaps in the health
sector and enhancing medical
facilities in accordance with
Indian Public Health Standards
(IPHS) norms.

Responding to a query by MLA
Daleep Singh Parihar, Health and
Medical Education Department
Minister Sakina Itoo stated that
the administration is actively
working to resolve the shortage
of doctors across various health-
care institutions.

"Significant measures are
being undertaken to fill va-
cancies for Medical Officers
to ensure that healthcare ser-
vices remain accessible to the
public. Out of the 365 newly
appointed Medical Officers,
14 have been assigned to Dis-
trict Doda, strengthening the

healthcare infrastructure in
the region,” Itoo said.

She further informed that 22
doctors are currently serving
at healthcare centers including
SDH Bhaderwah, SDH Gandoh,
PHC Chinga, Bhella, Bhalla,
Prem Nagar, Tapri, and Changa.
Additionally, under the Na-
tional Health Mission (NHM),
19 doctors have been deployed
to further bolster medical ser-
vices at these institutions.

"To reinforce healthcare de-
livery, 37 paramedics and non-
gazetted NHM staff have been

deployed ensuring that patients
receive timely medical care and
the infrastructure remains
well-supported,” she added.

Itoo also highlighted that
the recruitment process for 181
Medical Officer positions is in
progress through the Jammu
and Kashmir Public Service
Commission (JKPSC). "Once fi-
nalized, these doctors will be
placed in health institutions fac-
ing acute shortages," she stated.

According to the Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare’s
2023 report, Jammu and Kash-
mir boasts 554 NTPHCs, mak-
ing it one of the regions with
the highest density of health
institutions in the country.
"J&K is dedicated to consoli-
dating its existing healthcare
network, which currently in-
cludes over 4,200 institutions
spanning Primary, Secondary,
and Tertiary levels,” the minis-
ter emphasized.

Intellectual Property Awareness Program
Concludes Under MSME Innovative Scheme

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: The Intel-
lectual Property Aware-
ness (IP) Program under the
MSME Innovative Scheme
concluded successfully in
Bandipora. Organized by
the Ministry of MSME (PPDC
Extension Centre, Srinagar)
in collaboration with Has-
san Khoyihami Memorial
Government Degree College
Patushay Bandipora, the
program aimed to empower
students with IPR aware-
ness, industrial-level tech-
nology insights, and entre-
preneurship opportunities.

The valedictory session
was presided over by Prof.
Bilquees Rasool, Principal,
Hassan Khoyihami Memo-
rial Government Degree Col-
lege Patushay Bandipora,
who emphasized the signifi-
cance of IPR and technologi-
cal advancements. “We are
delighted to collaborate with
MSME for this IPR awareness
program. Such initiatives help
enrich students' skills and
create opportunities in fields
like drone technology, Artifi-
cial Intelligence (Al), IoT, and
robotics,” she stated.

A special lecture on IPR
was delivered by the Guest

of honour at the event Sha-
hid Ansari, Founder and CEO
of Startup Kashmir, who pro-
vided valuable insights into
intellectual property rights,
patents, trademarks, copy-
rights, and how startups can
leverage IPR for innovation
and business growth. In ad-
dition to the lecture, Shahid
conducted practical sessions,
where students engaged in
real-world case studies on
patents and trademarks, sim-
ulated the process of filing
intellectual property applica-
tions, and explored strategies
for protecting and commer-
cializing their innovations.

LG Cautions Against
'Irresponsible Statements' That
May Shake Investors'

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir's
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha, on Monday cautioned
against making "irresponsible
statements" that may under-
mine investors’ trust and create
obstacles for industrial growth
in the Union Territory.

Addressing the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Conclave, organised by the Indian
Chamber of Commerce, he stated
that the government has created
an entrepreneurial ecosystem
in Jammu and Kashmir over the
past five years to make it a pre-
ferred investment destination.

"The Central Government
has made immense efforts for
the industrial growth of J-K,
and this journey must contin-
ue without any hindrances for
the benefit of the people of the
Union Territory," he said.

Without naming anyone, the
Lieutenant Governor warned
against  “irresponsible  state-
ments” that could shake investors’
trust and confidence and create
further obstacles in J&K's journey
towards a prosperous future.

In his inaugural address,
Sinha welcomed entrepreneurs,
bankers, investors, industry
leaders, and experts to explore
the opportunities in the MSME
sector and foster strategic col-
laborations during the conclave.

He highlighted the pivotal
role played by the MSME sector
in shaping the economy, driv-
ing the country’s manufactur-
ing sector growth, and boosting
the 'Make in India' initiative.

"Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the MSME sector has witnessed
unprecedented growth and
brought remarkable transfor-
mation to the Indian economy.
MSME exports increased from Rs
3.95 lakh crore in 2020-21 to Rs
12.39 lakh crore in 2024-25. This

playmg acrucial role in strength-
ening global trade," he said.

He further stated, "If we look
at three important aspects of
socio-economic growth, MSMEs
have proven to be the backbone
in all three - employment gener-
ation, entrepreneurship promo-
tion, and economic development.
This year’s budget by the central
government will give new hope
and momentum to MSMEs."

Sinha spoke about key reforms
in the MSME sector sweeping
through Jammu and Kashmir
and reiterated that the central
government is committed to ex-
tending all possible support to
facilitate J&K’s industrial growth.

"We have created an entre-
preneurial ecosystem in J&K to
make it a preferred investment
destination. Thousands of units
have become operational in the
past few years, and we are de-
termined to take MSME growth
to a new level -- growth that is
inclusive and sustainable."

"For a successful MSME ecosys-
tem, technology adoption, tech-
nology upgradation, innovation,
and skills development are key.
We have taken steps to address
issues constructively, and my aim
is to establish J-K as a hub of en-
trepreneurial excellence and em-
ployment generation," he added.

He also noted that speedy eco-
nomic reforms, accessible credit
facilities, improved ease of doing
business, attractive incentives,
world-class facilities, new pro-
curement and start-up policies,
and many such interventions have
infused new hope for the MSME

Can J&K Tribunal Be
Moved To Old HC Building?
SC To Centre

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday asked
the Centre if the Jammu and Kashmir Central Admin-
istrative Tribunal (CAT) could be moved to the old
high court building.

Abenchof Justices Surya Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
asked the additional solicitor general Aishwarya Bhati
to inform it about the time frame for the construction
of the new high court building at Jammu for which land
was allocated. Bhati offered to seek instructions on
theissue and said for the time being CAT, Jammu could
shift to a rented accommodation. The bench directed
the Centre to provide sufficient staffers to the tribunal
once it moved to the rented premises.

On January 2, the top court batted for a permanent
building, along with permanent staff, for the Jammu
and Kashmir CAT, saying it was prudent for the gov-
ernment not to deploy outsourced staffers in judicial
and quasi-judicial bodies.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF CAVEAT APPLICATION
FROM THE OFFICE OF ZAHID HUSSAIN DAR, ADVOCATE
at HIGH COURT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR AND LADAKH,
AND ALL DISTRICTS COUTRTS OF UT OF J&K.
Off. A1 TownTower, New COIony, Prichoo, Pulwama, 192301,
l.com, 01933295000, 9596595655

BEFORE THE HON'BLE COURT OF PRICIPAL DIATRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGE AT PULWAMA

In the case of:

Imtiyaz Ahmad Zargar S/o Mohammad Yousuf Zargar R/o Dangerpora Pulwama.
(Caveator)

VERSUS
Public at Large (Non-Caveator)
In the Matter of: Caveat Application.
May it please your Honour,
The application is submitted as under
1. That the Caveator is the Lawful Owner of a piece of Land measuring 15

hallat

Marlas situated at Zargar M

complete.

h

Dalipora Pul
Caveatoris construction his house and brick work of two stories is already

2. That the Caveator has started the work of roof top and few jealous
neighbors of the caveator are conspiring with each other to file a frivolous
litigation against the caveator in order to harass the caveator.

over which the

1

3. That the C has an app

that his neighbors may jointly, 2.

against the Caveator.

passed by the Hon’ble Court on the presentation of suit/application by any person

individually or through some other person, approach this Hon’ble Court 3.
by way of a suit/application/petition to get an ex-parte order so that they
may stop the caveator from constructing his roof top.

4. That in case an ex-parte order is passed against the Caveator, an

irreparable loss will be caused to the Caveator which cannot be 4.
compensated later on, as such the Caveator is praying that the Caveator
be informed and heard before any ex-parte order s passed. 5.
5. That a copy of this application is/has been published in the daily
newspaper. 6.
In the premises, it is therefore prayed that in the interests of Justice, the Caveator
may be given an opportunity of being heard before any ex-parte injunction/Order is 7

Subject:-

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)

DEPARTMENT OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS

OFFICE OF THE WARDEN GUJJAR AND

BAKERWAL GIRLS HOSTEL SRINAGAR

NEAR HAMDANIA COLONY BEMINA SRINAGAR
Email id: wardengbgirlshostelsgr@gmail.com | Phone: 9070000129
ADVT. NOTICE NO. 02 OF 2025
DATED: 16/03/2025
Advertisement for the engagement of Tutors on part time
basis in G&B Girls Hostel Srinagar for the academic Ses-
sion 2025.

Application on plain paper are invited from the desirous unemployed/
Trained Graduate/Post Graduate Candidates for engagement as part time
tutors for teaching classes 6th - 12th in G&B Girls Hostel Srinagar, for the
Academic Session 2025 for a period of 06 months only.

Terms & Conditions:

The engaged candidates shall have no right of confirmation,
regularization, or continuation and shall stand automatically
disengaged after the culmination of academic session.

The honorarium will be paid subject to the availability of funds.
The applications should be accompanied with attested copies of
the qualification certificates, recent passport size photograph,
and other relevant testimonials.

The applications should reach to this office by or before 27-03-
2025 up-to 02:00 PM.

The date of interview will be notified after the last date of
submission of application forms.

The candidate found negligent during teaching the inmates of the
hostel shall be terminated without any prior notices.

The details regarding honorarium and teaching timings can be
had from the office of the undersigned.

FKO

Dated: 17-03-2025

Counsel for the Caveator
Zahid Hussain Dar

No: -GBGH/SGR/2024/151
Date:- 16.03.2025
DIPK-13126-24

DT: 17/03/2025

Caveator

(Advoccate)

Yours faithfully,

Warden

Gujjar and Bakewal Girls Hotel

Srinagar

E- TENDER NOTICE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

The Deputy Chief Engineer/ Bridge Line/Jammu Tawi forand on behalf of the President of India invites Open-tender under Single Packet System for the under noted work:-

N

CE/BL/JAT.

JAT-2025 SSE/BR / M/BDGM over FZR Division in jurisdiction of Dy.| 2,46,61,562.10 |2,73,300.00{04.04.2025

04.04.2025

0

S.| Tender Name of work Approx Earnest Date of | Bidding start |Cost of tender| Completion
No.|Notice No W Cost (Rs.) [ Money (Rs.)| opening |date on IREPS| formRs. [period of work
Painting of various bridges in BAHL -BDGM- BRML section under
OT-06- 21.03.2025 to

10 Months

Date & Time for submission of Tender and opening of tender

Up to 15:00 hrs on dates shown against each and opening of tender thereafter at 15:00 hrs on same date.

Website Particulars where complete details of Tender can
be seen & downloaded.

The detailed e-tender notice is available on Northern Railway web site i.e.

www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in and tender document is available on www.ireps.gov.in.

No.80-W/30/Bridges/ Invitation Dated: 12.03.2025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

821/25

Why Another University?

Because Our Future Dependson it.

Dr. Mehboob Makhdoomi

ome argue that Kashmir doesn't

need another university—that with

11 government-run universities, we
should focus on bringing in industries
instead. But this thinking gets the problem
completely wrong.

It's not that we have run out of jobs.
It's that our graduates aren't prepared for
the jobs that exist. Employers don't hire
degrees; they hire skills, innovation, and
problem-solving ability—qualities that
our current universities fail to instill. This
is why thousands of our students remain
unemployed despite holding degrees.
We are not adding to the problem by
producing more graduates—we are fixing
the root cause by creating a university that
actually prepares them for real-world
opportunities.

Look at the world's top universities—
Harvard, Stanford, MIT, Oxford, IITs,
lIMs—none of them are just ‘degree mills.'
They are engines of research, innovation,
and entrepreneurship. Why aren't their
graduates jobless or their PhD's selling
dry fruits on the road? So again, it's not
that we have enough PhDs and other
degree holders. The problem in J&K isn't
that we have universities—it's that these
universities fail to produce globally
competitive graduates.

Also, it's not just about producing
students for industry. It's about creating
industries at home. Stanford alone
helped create Silicon Valley, a global
tech powerhouse. Imagine what Kashmir
could achieve if we built an ecosystem
that nurtured job creators, innovators,
and industry leaders rather than just
job seekers. We have not understood the

massive role of universities in nation-
building. This is because our universities
have not shownitto us. We think universities
are simply big colleges. So we tend to think
all universities must be the same.

Every major innovation—from Al
to medical breakthroughs—comes
from universities with strong research
foundations.

What role have our current universities
played in shaping our economy? Have
they provided groundbreaking models
to the government for economic growth?
What medical or scientific innovations
have they contributed—have we produced
anything remotely close to a COVID
vaccine? What have we given to humanity,
to the world? Where is our contribution to
poverty alleviation, climate change, or
sustainable development in J&K?

When we say we want to build a
university, it's not just about getting
our graduates jobs—though that is
important. Let's broaden our vision. A
true university drives research that
shapes policy, fuels technological
advancements, strengthens economies,
deepens our understanding of religion
and philosophy, enriches poetry and
literature, revolutionizes media, and
sparks innovation across industries.
This is what it means to build a living,
breathing community—an alive nation. A
Zinda Qom.

University of WathHarbor isn't just
about education; it's about laying the
foundation for Jammu & Kashmir's own
innovation and tech-driven industries.
We're not waiting for someone else to
build it for us. We're doing it together—a
people's university, funded by the people,
for the people.

This isn't just a university. It's a
movement. Be part of Kashmir's future.
Dr. Mehboob Makhdoomi is the

founder of The University of WathHarbor
Project. He can be contacted at
makhdoomi.mehboob6@gmail.com
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= KOVIEW |
Declining
Militant Numbers

he number of active militants in Jammu and Kashmir

has shrunk to 76, a report has revealed. About 59 of these

are from Pakistan and just 17 are local - 3 in the Jammu

region and 14 in the Valley. Among the foreigners, three
are said to belong to Hizbul Mujahideen, 21 to Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) and 35 to Lashkar-e-Taiba. Official data, on the other hand,
has indicated a significant drop in youth taking up guns, marking
the lowest figures in 15 years. This is for the first time since 2011-12,
that the number of active local militants has fallen to single digits,
taking forward a trend from 2023 and 2024, with only one new re-
cruit recorded in 2025 so far.

The drastically reduced number of militants has, in turn, re-
sulted in a corresponding drop in the levels of violence, much more
so in the plains. True, there have been occasional spikes in attacks
but even these are growing now fewer and far between. Would this
trend sustain? There’s hope that it will, although such moments in
the past haven’t been built upon but frittered away. For example,
the number of militants - both local and foreign - had, more or less,
declined to the same levels in 2011. This had momentarily ushered
in a peaceful environment. But the numbers surged again from
thereon, especially the local recruitment, with south Kashmir as
its hub. And by 2015, we had over 300 local militants in the Valley.
However, the situation since has drastically metamorphosed, and,
on their face, the things seem unlikely to go back to square one.
But, it is also true that Kashmir remains an uncertain place.

The air in J&K is now filled with hope and a sense of forebod-
ing. In recent years, Kashmir has transformed in most of its as-
pects. It is now easier to predict the continuation of the existing
normalcy but the place can still surprise with its unpredictability.
Last year, dramatic attacks claimed the lives of several security
personnel and broke the prevailing calm. However, the occasional
spikes in violence didn’t detract from the larger drift of normalcy.
It is this normalcy in the UT that made possible the peaceful As-
sembly elections after the break of a decade.

Looking back at the last five years, the two trends have largely
undergirded the current calm: one is the steady decline in militancy
and another is the growth in tourism. Going by the government
data, millions of tourists have visited the union territory, something
that has lifted the local economy otherwise crippled by the extended
post Article 370 blockade followed by the COVID-19 shutdown.

The current hybrid governance has succeeded in building on
these security and economic gains. The central government has
also made it known that it is working on a comprehensive security
and development roadmap for the UT which hopefully will further
improve the situation, and usher in lasting peace and prosperity.
But, at the same time, it is important that the elected government
is given its due precedence in the matters of governance, and which
won’t be possible unless J&K is returned its lost statehood.

R

Did you know ?

Understanding Why Interest-Based
Income is Haram: The Case for
Shariah-Compliant Investments in India

Irshad Mushtaq

he concept of earning through interest, known as Riba, is fundamental

in Islamic finance. It is strictly prohibited (har m) for several reasons

that extend beyond mere financial transactions. Understanding these

principles can illuminate why many individuals seek out Shariah-com-
pliant investment vehicles, such as exchange-traded funds (ETFs) and mutual
funds, particularly in the Indian stock market.

The Prohibition of Riba (Interest)

1. Equity and Justice: Islamic teachings emphasize fairness and justice in
financial dealings. Interest generates income without risk or effort, creating a
disparity between those who earn interest and those who engage in genuinely
productive economic activities. This inequity can lead to exploitation, as indi-
viduals in high debt may find it increasingly difficult to escape their financial
burdens, perpetuating cycles of poverty.

2. Risk and Reward: Shariah finance promotes shared risk and mutual co-
operation. Investments in businesses inherently involve risk, and parties are
encouraged to share profits and losses. Interest-based income sidesteps this
principle, making it an uneven playing field where only the lender benefits at
the expense of the borrower.

3. Societal Impact: Excessive reliance on interest can lead to economic in-
stability, leading to issues such as inflation and financial crises. Islamic finance
seeks to promote economic resilience through ethical investments that contrib-
ute positively to society.

The Case for Shariah-Compliant Investments

1. Historical Performance: Historically, Shariah-compliant investments,
including mutual funds and ETFs, have performed well in the long term. In
many instances, they have yielded higher returns than traditional fixed depos-
its, particularly when considering the principles of risk-sharing and ethical in-
vestment strategies.

Read the full article on our website: https://kashmirobserver.net

Learn from the insights of @Irshad Mushtaq, Writer, Investor, Entrepreneur

& Founder of M I Securities! Connect for valuable financial advice at
misecurities@bp.sharekhan.com

Disclaimer: This article is for information only and doesn’t offer investment
advice. It’s not an endorsement or an offer to buy or sell any financial products. If
you decide to act on the information here, you do so at your own risk

Are the Yemen Attacks
about Houthis?

Wajahat Qazi

Whileitisa
given that hard

power, force and strike

capacity are both
constants and
variables in a given
politico-strategic mix
but hemin a given
country too much,

then things go into the

domain of the
‘unknown unknown’.

This assumes salience

against the backdrop
of a multi-polar or
tri-polar world where
other powers are also
asserting themselves
and the USis also
retrenching

e ;

oon after the US presi-
dent Donald Trump or-
dered attacks on Yemen's
Houthis ‘to free up ship-
ping lanes’, about 31 people were
killed in the region. The ques-
tion is: are these attacks actu-
ally aimed at Houthis and to free
up shipping lanes? Yes and no.
To get a grip on the nature and
rationale of these attacks, a wee
digression is called for here. If we
rewind only a few days and take a
detour to Ukraine and Russia, the
answer may fall into perspective.
The interregnum between
talks between Russia, the US
and Ukraine, Zelensky’s White
House visit, and then talks again
were filled with, one, a barrage of
Ukrainian drone attacks on Rus-
sia, Russia’s huge advances and
military gains in Kursk, and so
on. These were the prelude and
interlude to talks. What was the
point? To gain a firmer hand or
position in the negotiations over
a ceasefire between Ukraine and
Russia mediated by the US. Now
what relevance does this have
over US attacks on Houthis? Do
they actually mean anything?

Yes. Everything.

In the ‘fog of war’, battlefield
wins or losses determine the
nature, scope and tenor of nego-
tiations in a given militarized
conflict. What is the relevance to
Yemen’s Houthis? It may be per-
tinent to mention here that these
attacks come after the decapita-
tion of Hezbollah by Iran and the
attendant attacks on Lebanon.
And as this essay goes to press,
the ceasefire between Hamas and
Israel looks increasingly tenuous.

Delineation of these issues
or themes may cut to the heart
of the matter: given that Houthis
in Yemen and Hezbollah in Leba-
non are seen as the ‘axis of re-
sistance’ by Iran, the real target
appears to be Iran itself. Why?
One, Iran appeared to be ‘recalci-
trant’ to nuclear talks suggested
implicitly (and maybe behind the
scenes) by the US. Two, US presi-

dent Donald Trump has stated a
policy of ‘maximum pressure’ on
Iran. Here's then where the at-
tacks on Houthis come into play.
It appears to be a prelude to de-
nuding Iran of what the country
thinks of as its ‘outer security pe-
rimeter’ and putting pressure on
the country.

Will this pressure work? No
one knows. Is this a good policy?
No. Why? Because pressure, con-
trol and aggression work- but
only up to a point. Then, to use a
phrase from economics, ‘dimin-
ishing returns’ set in and there is
also the matter of public disaffec-
tion. The US might be banking on
the Shiite-Sunni schism and the
fact of Iran’s Shiite nature and
its isolation in the sunni world
because of this schism. That is,

tri-polar world where other pow-
ers are also asserting themselves
and the US is also retrenching.
These cross cutting themes then
create a security problematique
whose nature can take any shape
and form. If the real name of
the game is to bring Iran to the
negotiating table, the US must
‘man up’. What does this mean?
It means taking into consider-
ation the legitimate security
needs and interests of Iran and
other players in the region and
then engaging in diplomacy that
is not zero sum. This would re-
quire diplomatic insight, finesse
and subtlety and a robust under-
stating of the region's history,
dynamics and other relevant
parameters and equations. The
starting point toward this, for

‘To get a grip on the nature and rationale of
these attacks, a wee digression is called for
here. If we rewind only a few days and take a

detour to Ukraine and Russia, the answer may

fall into perspective.

if Iran is pressured by whatever
means there will be no disaffec-
tion in the broader Muslim world
because Iran is Shiite. Plus with
respect to internal security of
the West, there will be no reper-
cussions because Iran has ‘zero
strike capability’ within the
West- unlike ISIS or Al-Qaeda
remnants which gyrate to a par-
ticular interpretation of Sunni
Islam. In this schema, the US
would deem attacks on Houthis
as kosher and the fallout mini-
malist — if not zero. But this is
bad policy.

While it is a given that hard
power, force and strike capacity
are both constants and variables
in a given politico-strategic mix
but hem in a given country too
much, then things go into the do-
main of the ‘unknown unknown’.
This assumes salience against
the backdrop of a multi-polar or

Donald Trump would be to un-
derstand in very clear terms the
‘(dis)utility of force’, its dimin-
ishing returns and other allied is-
sues. For Trump to gain a handle
on this, it would be desirable to
see that while force is a necessary
concomitant to diplomacy but ul-
timately Clausewitz dictum that
, War is a continuation of politics
by other means must be inverted
to ‘All war is bad politics’.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer

The author has a Masters with
Distinction in International
Relations from the University of
Aberdeen, Scotland.

Worked as Associate Editor of
Kashmir Observer
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Emphasizing Healthy Eating in Ramazan

s Ramazan approaches,

Muslims around the world

prepare for a month of fast-

ing, reflection, and spiritu-
al growth. While fasting is an essen-
tial aspect of Ramazan, it's equally
important to focus on healthy eating
habits during this period.

The pre-dawn meal (suhoor) and
the post-sunset meal (iftar) are cru-
cial in providing the necessary nutri-
ents and energy for the day. However,

it's common to see people indulging
in fried foods, sugary drinks, and
other unhealthy options during iftar
gatherings.

This not only negates the spiri-
tual benefits of fasting but also poses
serious health risks. Dehydration, di-
gestive issues, and an increased risk
of chronic diseases like diabetes and
heart disease are just a few concerns.

Therefore, I urge the community
to prioritize healthy eating during

Ramazan. Here are a few simple tips:

Incorporate hydrating foods like
watermelon, cucumbers, and cel-
ery into your iftar meals.

Opt for whole, unprocessed foods
like fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, and lean proteins.

Limit sugary drinks and fried
foods.

Drink plenty of water through-
out the night.

By adopting these habits, we can
ensure a healthier and more spiritu-

ally rewarding Ramazan.

I hope this message resonates
with your readers and inspires them
to make healthier choices during this

blessed month.

Mahoor Sajjad
Srinagar
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Haput

The Beast in a Witness Box

Mushtaq Hurra

The public prosecutor repeatedly per-

suaded the judge to issue the death

penalty to the bear for mauling an
innocent man. "Your Honour! The bear is
guilty of mangling people; he is a beast, a
deadly brute, a fiendish monster who in-
flicts pain upon weak creatures. Capital
punishment is the least punishment he
deserves," exclaimed the prosecuting at-
torney.

The dejected bear stood up from the wit-
ness box and said, "My Lord, I should be al-
lowed to plead my case because none of the
homo sapiens came forward in my defense.
So, I may be accepted as my own counsel.”

"Permission granted," stated the judge.

The despondent bear took an unusual
pause, as if he had forgotten everything. His
throat appeared clogged, and he cleared it
in a state of urgency to speak. "Your ho-o -0
nour!" he fumbled and stuttered badly, as
if he was apprehensive and skeptical about
the system of justice prevalent in the court
of law. The judge understood his trepida-
tion and concerned state of mind and inter-
vened instantly. "I assure you absolute jus-
tice; you are not proven guilty yet, so speak
without fear or apprehension.”

The assurance from the chief jurist
somewhat calmed and solaced the bear. He
opened his mouth as if a volcano of emo-
tions burst into a monologue. With a trem-
bling voice, he exclaimed:

"My Lord, I am often mocked, taunted,
and ridiculed as 'Haput' by the so-called
Ashraful Makhloogat. But today, I want to
unveil the masquerader who rips up hap-
less creatures relentlessly. Let's all know
who the real beast is. I have been hand-
cuffed and subjected to judicial trials for my
attempt to extinguish the fire of my belly.
But the fact of the matter is that the vice-
roy of God has forced me to retreat from my
abode in search of food. His unnecessary
and unwarranted attempts to satiate his ego
have deprived me of my sustenance. Poach-
ing and fowling have reduced my prey op-
portunities awfully. Green-gold is vanishing

Saleem Rashid Shah

paramedic by profession but through

his dedication to serve his people, he
was a character one only comes across in
legends and folktales. Destiny shapes such
individuals but once in generations. In him
the people of Rohama Rafiabad not just lost
a dedicated paramedic but also a father fig-
ure.

[ remember a dreadful yet amusing epi-
sode when a severe toothache kept me ril-
ing with pain all night and Bashir Ahmad
Shah (Mama as we called him) decided to
take me to a dentist he knew in the newly
opened Sub-District Hospital of Baramulla
the next morning. As we reached the dental
section of the hospital, the employees there
got up and greeted with respect and rever-
ence a former colleague of theirs. Known
for his sharp wit and a scathing sense of
humor, Mama sat beside me as I lay on that
peculiar dentist’s chair, its recline unusu-
ally long, awaiting my dental examination.
The drill buzzed in my mouth as the doc-
tor cleaned the cavities to be filled with the
new Zinc Oxide filling. I was shrieking with
pain and [ heard Mama whispering in my
ears the words I will never forget: ‘Eat more
toffees’. Ten years later, the Zinc Oxide fill-
ing is still buried in my teeth but Mama is
no more.

Bashir Ahmad Shah joined the depart-
ment of Health in 1970’s as a ‘Khidmad-
gar’ but his father, Peer Saif Ud Din Shah,
had entirely different notions of his only
son. For him he was a pampered dream-
er, someone who was well cared for but
hadn’t yet settled on a clear path in life. On
his first posting in tehsil Handwara, Mama
had barely stayed for a week and had come
home in protest about the job being too
hectic and difficult.

Bashir Ahmad Shah might have been a

into thin air due to his rapacity, as if some
Moorish sorcerer has cursed it with intense
spells of black magic.

I have the courage to come down from
the mountains, but weaker creatures are
falling prey to inanition and starvation.
Forage and fodder for animals have been
exhausted due to his callousness and greed.
Creations of God are perishing from the
planet due to his insensitivity and avarice.
He mutilates thousands in a jiffy. Yet, he is
Ashraful Makhlooqat, and [ am Haput.

Spilling human blood has become the
trade of man. Brutal wars and battles have

reddened the soil, with millions of innocent
souls falling prey to his egotism and ambi-
tious instincts. Carnage and genocide have
become the norm of the day on the planet.
Man butchers his own brethren to avenge
an insult or add a few bucks to his bank ac-
count. There are thousands of instances of
his brutal and barbaric character. Millions
have succumbed to his egomania and con-
ceit. Arms of destruction and demolition
stand piled up to decimate life from the
planet. Lust, libido, and ambition are the
blinkers that obstruct his vision, preventing
him from seeing beyond the animalistic and

Obituary

e

THE ASSURANCE FROM THE
CHIEF JURIST SOMEWHAT
CALMED AND SOLACED THE

BEAR. He opened his mouth as if
a volcano of emotions burst into
a monologue. With a trembling
voice, he exclaimed

materialistic perspective. Murders, massa-
cres, and assassination attempts have tar-
nished his heavenly appellations. Yet, man
is Ashraful Makhlooqat, and [ am Haput.

I am guilty of having sharp and pointed
canines, but the toothless viceroy of God is
tearing human flesh under his jaws. The dis-
guised wolf is roaming with an open mouth,
ready to devour anything that comes his way.
He is plundering and looting the creations of
God through deceptive and cheap means. The
cunning man resorts to trickery and deceit to
accumulate extra wealth and money. Food
adulteration and contamination are gradual-
ly affecting the health of common people, but
the honourable man is least bothered about
it. Cyanides, pesticide residues, urea, brick
dust, and sawdust are added to different food
items to earn extra money. His mind is a nest
of intrigue and treachery. Dozens of cancers
and deadly ailments are caused by these foul
practices. And man is Ashraful Makhlooqat,
and I am Haput.

Jhelum, Dal, Wular, Mansbal, and high-
altitude perennial lakes are choked and
gagged. Man takes pride in filling the bellies
of these water bodies with poisonous trash
and garbage. Gigantic mountains of poly-
thene and plastic have assumed dangerous
proportions. The quality of air and water has
deteriorated badly. Jungles and the dozens
of animal species living there are facing the
pangs of unnecessary human intervention.
Many plant and animal species are either
endangered or have gone extinct. The kill-

Fondly, Forever

At his uncle Abdul Ahad Shah's insis-
tence, he reluctantly returned to work.

il
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He took him to Handwara and placed him
under the guidance of a trusted doctor.

-
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THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
CARRY COUNTLESS

STORIES ABOUT THIS
remarkable man. His life and
service touched many, nearly

all of whom gathered for a

final glimpse of him before he
embarked on his eternal journey

What began as a profession he initially
disliked soon became his true calling, one
he would grow to love passionately for
the rest of his life.

The decade of 90's was the one marred
with strife and terror in Kashmir and in
our village of Rohama (in Rafiabad) the
only healthcare provider was Bashir Ah-
mad Shah. To the people, he was nothing
less than a doctor. In an era when stepping
outside after dark was unthinkable, Mama
fearlessly tended to his patients, unwaver-
ing in his commitment. He had a unique
habit of sleeping in the room closest to
the main entrance in order to ensure that
he would immediately hear if someone
knocked at night. It was a time of such fear
that even opening the gates felt daunting,
let alone venturing out to care for the sick
and injured.

His family would often worry for him
and at times scold him for putting his life
in danger but he wouldn't listen. When
asked if he ever feared going out with pa-
tients at night amid such strife and turmoil
he would laughingly reply that ‘the nerve
that carries the emotion of fear to one's

ing of innocent animals continues to be his
chief hobby, and a cheap source of amuse-
ment. And man is Ashraful Makhlooqat, and
[ am Haput.

Molestation bids and forced rapes have
exterminated the chastity and sanctity of
Binti-Hawa. She is being subjected to in-
ferior and stepmotherly treatment. Prede-
cessors of man used to bury her alive, but
Ashraful Makhlooqat has taken the attack to
her conception. He eliminates Binti-Hawa in
her mother's womb. Thousands of daugh-
ters of Hawa have fallen victim to his libido
and so-called masculinity. Masculine hege-
mony and brutality have become the fate
of Binti-Hawa. He barters her modesty and
purity to gratify his carnal desires. And man
is Ashraful Makhloogat, and [ am Haput.

Ah! The visionary angels had raised their
voices at the right time. I endorse their con-
cerns and skepticism about the creation of
Adam AS. I am reminded of Surah Al-Baqa-
rah of the Holy Quran, verse 30: "And when
your Lord said to the angels, 'T am going to
place in the earth a Khalifah (Vicegerent),'
they said: 'What! Will You place in it some-
one who causes mischief and bloodshed?
We glorify Thy praise and extol Thy sanc-
tity." Allah responded, 'Indeed, I know that
which you know not."

The crown of creations has proven the
apprehensions of the angels true. Our own
land of Sufis, saints, and sages has lost its
glorious legacy of values and ethos. Mis-
adventures of man send shivers down my
spine. I am, at times, ashamed of being his
subordinate. His wicked and mean charac-
ter has certainly disappointed his Lord Who
created man in the best composition. Your
Honour! Let you decide my fate based on
the facts. Give your verdict on merit. Who
shall be sent to the gallows? Who is the real
Haput? I or the man?

The judge put his pen under his teeth and
was drowned in an ocean of introspection
and self-analysis.

The author is a teacher and a columnist.
He can be reached at mushtaghurral43@
gmail.com

mind didn't exist in me.’ At times in order
to sneak out of his home at night without
waking up his family he would escape
through a window and come back through
the same, so that the family wouldn't know
in the morning what had transpired in the
night. A dedicated public servant whose
commitment went far beyond the confines
of a 10-to-4 workday would be an apt de-
scription of him.

Reacting to a condolence post, a face-
book user and a respected teacher of
Rohama, Mr Gulzar Ahmad Bhat wrote:
‘Bashir Sahab was a noble soul who ren-
dered unforgettable service in almost
every household of Rohama. I remem-
ber a day in 1986 when [ had a shooting
pain and was crying for relief, my father
took me to his home at around 2am in
the morning. In a few knocks on his gate,
Bashir Sahab opened the door, examined
me and gave me an injection. I felt relieved
in a few minutes. In Bashir we lost an
apostle of humanity whose vacuum would
take generations to fill.

Thousands of people carry countless sto-
ries about this remarkable man. His life and
service touched many, nearly all of whom
gathered for a final glimpse of him before
he embarked on his eternal journey. Aus-
trian psychologist Viktor Frankl, in his book
Man'’s Search for Meaning, writes that a
person who has a strong ‘Why’ to live can
endure almost any ‘How. For Mama, that
‘Why’ was his unwavering commitment to
selflessly serve his people, even in the most
challenging times, a purpose for which he
endured every hardship with courage.

He departed quietly on the sacred Friday
of the holy month of Ramazan, at 2 PM on
March 7, 2025.

Saleem Rashid Shah, a book critic and
researcher, is the nephew of the departed
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Study Raises
Possibility Of Country
Without Butterflies

ANI

study

has been

released,

hich for the

first time tallies but-
terfly data from more
than 76,000 surveys
across the continental
United States.

The results:
between 2000 and
2020, total butterfly
abundance fell by 22
per cent across the
554 species counted.
That means that for
every five individual
butterflies within the
contiguous US in the

the 342 species with
enough data.
Abundance is a
term that threatens
to become ironic.
Butterfly popula-
tions dropped an
average of 1.3%
annually across the
country, except for
the Pacific North-
west. But even that
encouraging result
came with a caveat.
Further scrutiny
of the apparent 10%
increase in overall
abundance in the
Pacific Northwest
over the 20-year study
period was credited
largely to the Cali-

year 2000, there were
only four in 2020.
"Action must
be taken," said
Elise Zipkin, a
Red Cedar Distin-
guished Professor of
quantitative ecology
at Michigan State
University and a co-
author of the paper.
"To lose 22 percent
of butterflies across
the continental U.S.
in just two decades is
distressing and shows
a clear need for
broad-scale conserva-
tion interventions,"
Elise added.
In this paper,
Zipkin and Had-
dad were among
a working group
of scientists with
the USGS Powell
Center for Analysis
and Synthesis who
aggregated decades
of butterfly data
from 35 monitor
programs, including

fornia tortoiseshell
butterfly, which was
enjoying a population
boom not expected to
be sustained.

"This is the
definitive study of
butterflies in the
U.S.," said Collin
Edwards, the study's
lead author. "For
those who were not
already aware of
insect declines, this
should be a wake-up
call. We urgently
need both local- and
national-scale con-
servation efforts to
support butterflies
and other insects.
We have never had
as clear and compel-
ling a picture of
butterfly declines as
we do now."

Edwards had
been a postdoctoral
research associate
at Washington State
University, Vancou-
ver, and now works

Indian-Made Gene Therapy For Blood Cancer
Shows 73% Response Rate In Clinical Trials

Press Trust Of India

ew Delhi: An indig-
enously developed
gene therapy for spe-
cific blood cancers has
shown a 73 per cent response
rate among patients in India,
according to results of clinical
trials published in The Lancet
Haematology journal.

Known as 'CAR T-cell ther-
apy', the treatment involves
modifying genes in one's T-cells
--a type of immune cells -- to help
fight cancer. The study looked at
patients with leukaemia, which
occurs in bone marrow, and
lymphoma, which affects the
lymphatic system.

Researchers, including
those from the Indian Institute
of Technology-Bombay and Tata
Memorial Hospital, Mumbai,
said in low and middle-income
countries, patients in whom 'B-
cell' tumours continue to grow
following a period of remission
(relapse), or do not respond to
treatment (refractory), suffer
from poor outcomes due to an
absence of effective therapies.

A type of white blood cell, B-
cells are crucial to one's immune
system as they produce antibod-
ies to fight infections.

"The clinical trials of India's
first gene therapy for cancer of-
fer hopes of another chance to
live among these patients, that
there is one more drug that
doctors can try," lead author
Rahul Purwar, professor at IIT-
Bombay and founder of Immuno
ACT, told PTI.

TmmunoACT', or Immuno-
Adoptive Cell Therapy Private
Limited, is a gene-modified cell
therapy company, a spinoff of
IIT Bombay.

"CAR T-cells, just like nor-
mal T-cells, persist in the body
for a long time. These cells help

to prevent a relapse," first author
Dr Hasmukh Jain, professor of
medical oncology, Tata Memorial
Hospital, said.

The CAR T-cell therapy is
also a cost-effective alternative
to that available in the devel-
oped world, Purwar added.

"We developed it over a pe-
riod of 11 years, starting with
drug design and lab work, which
was then translated into animal
studies, before progressing to
clinical trials," he said.

The injection 'talicabtagene
autoleucel' is now approved in
India, "available for USD 30,000,"
which is "less than one-tenth of
the price of other approved CD19
CAR T-cell therapy products
marketed worldwide", accord-
ing to the research article.

In a linked commentary
article, authors from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in the

-

US -- not involved in the study
-- wrote that the approved CAR
T-cell products cost USD 3,73,000
to 4,75,000, and clinical care and
possible relocation expenses
bring the total treatment cost to
over USD 1 million.

"Therefore, access to CAR
T-cell therapy is an important
limitation to the success of this
approach in not only high-in-
come countries but particular-
ly in low-income and middle-in-
come countries," the research
paper said.

In phase-1 of the India tri-
als, talicabtagene autoleucel
was injected into the veins of 14
patients aged 18 years or older
having relapsed or refractory B-
cell lymphoma. In phase-2 trials,
the drug was given to 50 patients
aged 15 years and older with re-
lapsed or refractory B-cell leu-
kaemia or B-cell lymphoma.
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The typical age of the over-
all study group was 44 years.
Of the 64 patients, 49 were men
and 15 women.

While phase-1 trials assess
a new drug's safety in 20-100
volunteers, along with how
the drug is absorbed and me-
tabolised in the body, phase-2
trials involve 100-300 partici-
pants for the testing of the
new drug's effectiveness.

Among the 51 patients anal-
ysed, "the overall response rate
was 73 per cent," according to
the paper.

There were two treatment-
related deaths, and the most
common toxicities were neu-
tropenia (unusually low count
of neutrophils), which affected
55 of 57 patients, followed by
thrombocytopenia (a low plate-
let count), which affected 37 of
them, the team said.
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We developed
it over a period of
11 years, starting
with drug design
and lab work,
which was then
translated

into animal
studies, before
progressing to
clinical trials

Anaemia was found to affect
35 patients.

"Talicabtagene autoleu-
cel had a manageable safety
profile and induced durable
responses in patients with re-
lapsed or refractory B-cell ma-
lignancies," according to the
research article.

"This therapy addresses an
important unmet need for pa-
tients with relapsed or refrac-
tory B-cell malignancies in In-
dia," it said.

Jain said, the findings "give
us an opportunity to test the
therapy in the earlier settings
and in combination with other
immunotherapies".

These trials are now under-
way at the Tata Memorial Cen-
tre, he added.
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records of over 12.6 at the Washington
million butterflies. Department of Fish
Using data and Wildlife. The
integration ap- results reveal that 13
proaches, the team times as many species
examined how but- declined as increased-
terfly abundances with 107 species
changed regionally losing more than half
and individually for their populations.
PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to the General public

that my daughtor's name and DOB in
her Aadher Card has been wrongly
mentioned as Mohsin . Date of Birth
(DOB).10.09.2015 instead of Saniya
Parvez .DOB. 10.09.2013. Now | am

applying for its Correction as per School and Date of
Birth (DOB) Certificate Record . if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may contact the same
in the office of the General Manager Ranbir Govt Press
Jammu within a period of seven days from the publica-
tion of this notice. No objection will be entertained after

expiry of stipulated period.

Parvez Ahmad Mir
F/0. Saniya Parvez

R/0:- Tulwari .Tehsil :- Langate fko
Distt : Kupwara .Pin Code 193302.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wronlgy written in my adhaar card
bearing no; 8564-2399-2640 as Hajra Begum while my
correct name is Habla Begum which needs to be correct-
ed. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she
may file themin the concerned office within seven days.
After that no objection shall be entertained.

Habla Begum
W/0 Mohd Sultan Magray

R/0 Wahdatpora Tehsil Baramulla fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

In DOB Records of my Son namely HASEEB ARSHAD,
his parentage is wrongly mentioned as Arshid Abdul-
lah Dar instead of ARSHAD ABDULLAH DAR, now
correction required. If anybody has any objection, may
contact concerned office within a period of (07) seven
days from publication of this notice. After 7 days, no

objection will be accepted.

inf

E-Auction Notice
AUTHORITY BUDGAM S . : .
Email:disabudgam2020@gmail.com Phone:-01951255647 The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager/FS, Northern Railway, Firozpur for and on behalf of
- g gmat. - President of India, invites E-Auction from eligible and registered bidders for the following works
INTERACTION/INTERVIEW NOTICE over Firozpur Division:-
Subject: Selection of Chief, Deputy & Assistant Legal Aid Defense Counsels. Cat:llogue Ag:tir‘t’" Name of work
0. a
This is in continuation of Interaction/Interview notification bearing No.: DLSA/BDM/2025/404- Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel space in Train No./SLR
411 dated: 11-03-2024 issued by this office earlier. As directed by J&K Legal Services Authority vide EAFZR- | 01.04.25 at compartment: 14630/F1, 20434/F1, 14634/F2, 14634/R1
Communication No. SLSA/LS/96/2022/53-55, dated: 14-03-2025, that the timeline of events for SLR25-42 | 11:00 Hrs. 14633/F2 14633/R1. 14630/R1. 14634/F1. 14633/F1 & 14730/R1
Legal Aid Defense Counsel Positions has been modified in view of the participation of large no. of ’ . — : - - -
applicants. Therefore, Interaction/Interview at District Budgam for the said post/posts shall be EAFZR- | 02.04.25 at Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel space in Train No./SLR
conducted on 20th & 22nd of March 2025. The Interaction/interview of the candidates who have SLR?25-43 11'.00' H compartment: 14505/F1, 14616/F1, 19614/F1, 12242/F1,
applied for the posts Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel (01 No.), Deputy Legal Aid Defense Counsels B : rs. 14730/F1, 14028/F2, 14028/R1, 14028/F1 & 14730/F2.
(02 Nos.) and Assistant Legal Aid Defense Counsels (05 Nos.), shall be conducted on the dates -
given against their names in the enclosed Annexure A. EAFZR- | 02.04.25 at| Allotment of contract for packing of two wheelers and other parcel
Chairman Distri Lega[ services Authority PACKING30| 11:00 Hrs. packages atFZR&PTKC.
Pr Disrict Session Judge Budgam Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel space in Train No./SLR
No.: DLSA/BDM/2025/433-440 EAFZR- | 03.04.25 at
_ 17-03- compartment: 14650/F1, 22424/F1, 14674/F1, 19108/F1,
DIPK-13109/24 Date: 17-03-2024 SLR25-44 | 11:00 Hrs
’ | 14604/F1,14618/F1,20986/F1,22402/F1,22942/F1 & 22432/F1.
-—*gj‘,g, Names of the candidates Post Applied For Date of Interview
J : For other details and registration, please visit Railway website www.ireps.gov.in 822/2025
1. Latief Ahmad Khan Chief LADC 20-03-2025
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
2. Shahrooq Bhat Chief LADC 20-03-2025
3. |  Nazeer Ahmad Wagay Deputy LADC 20-03-2025
7 Tavaid Ahmad Mir Deputy LADC 20032025 :) CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
s, Sadaf Shabir Deputy LADC 20-03-2025 Ganderbal (J&K)-191201 Website: www.cukashmir.ac.in
6. Zahoor Ahmad Malik Deputy LADC 20-03-2025 (ADMISSIONS - 2025)
. TR Sl iy LA ST CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR ANNOUNCES ADMISSION TO
- UNDER-GRADUATE (UG) PROGRAMMES
7 20-03-2025
I_ 5 bl Pangy Deputy LADC 4 0-03-20 Online applications are invited from the eligible candidates for admission to various Under-graduate
9. Nahida Mushtaq Assistant LADC 20-03-2025 programmes through Common University Entrance Test CUET (UG) - 2025 to be conducted by
| National Testing Agency (NTA).The eligibility/paper code(s) and other details for admission to UG
10. - Nazeer Ahmad Wagay Assistant LADC 20-03-2025 programmes are available on university website: www.cukashmir.ac.in. The University is offering
- - admission to the below mentioned UG programmes: -
L Saigy e Assistant LADC i Sanee S.No Name of the programme S.No Name of the programme
12 Anam Nagashbandi . Assistant LADC 20-03-2025 01 B.Sc.Hons/Hons. with research in following subjects: 02  B.ALLB (Hons)
_ (a) Biotechnology (b) Zoology (c) Physics (d) Mathematics
13. Mujtaba Hussain Parray Assistant LADC 20-03-2025 03 B.A (Hons) English 04 BBA (Hons)
TN Anayst Al Assistant LADC 30032035 05 B.Voc (Tourism & Hospitality l\./la.nagement)
Activity Schedule for CUET (UG)-2025:
15. Mohammad Sameullah Bhat Assistant LADC 22-03-2025 Online Submission of Application Form 01 March 2025 to 22 March 2025 (up to 11.50 PM)
| . Last date of successful transaction of fee through 23 March 2025 (up to 11.50 PM)
16. Sadaf Shabir Assistant LADC 2032025 Credit/Debit Card/Net Banking/UPI
7 Shafat Hussain Mirg Assistant LADC 33033025 Correction in Particulars 24 March 2025 to 26 March 2025 (up to 11.50 PM)
IAnnouncement of the City of Examination To be announced later on the website
18 Zahoor Ahmad Malik Assistant LADC 22-03-2025
Downloading Admit cards from NTA website To be announced later on the website
% z 22.03-
19. Aamir Ahmad Bhat Amimnt LADC i Date of Examination From 08 May 2025 to 01 June 2025 (tentative)
20. -~ Yaweer Ali Mir Assistant LADC 22-03-2025 Display of Recorded Responses and Provisionalllo be announced later on the website
- - A K
2. Tintiyss Ahmad Mir Apiniane RAY M;lezst)V:ie'CZ(s;ys https://cuet.nta.nic.in/
22. Fozia Shafi Assistant LADC 22:05-2025 Declaration of Result on the NTA website To be announced later on the website
23, Shahistah Gani Assistant LADC 22-03-2025 Note: The Candidates are advised to select the course/s of their choice and corresponding course
——— . i codes/s and test paper code/s carefully before submitting the application form. The University shall
24 Mir Naira Nissar Assistant LADC 22:406-2 not be responsible for any error made by the candidates/s at the time of form submission.
75 Asif Habib Assistant LADC 22-03-2025 In case, any candidate faces difficulty in applying for CUET (UG)-2025, he/she may contact 011-
40759000/011-or e-mail at cuet-ug@nta.ac.in. The candidates are also advised to visit the NTA
26. Malik Mohammad Saleem Assistant LADC 22-03-2025 website(s) https://nta.ac.in and https://cuet.nta.nic.in/ regularly for the latest update regarding the
= - - B& 35032025 exam. Further, for any assistance at University level, please call at 9469147277 - 7889593153 Office
27. Suhail Ahmad Mir Assistant LA hours (10:00 AM to 5:00 PM). $/d Director 1/C
CTH Parvaiz Ahmad Najar Assistant LADC 22.03-2025 No:CUKmr/DOA/Admission.UG-10/2025/070 Directorate of Admissions
- ] Dated: 03.03.2025




BUSINESS

K ASHMIR OBSERVER

SRINAGAR | TUESDAY | 18.03.2025

09

Net Direct Tax Kitty Rises
13% To Rs 21.26 Lakh
Crore Till Mar 16

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Net direct tax col-
lection grew 13.13 per cent to
over Rs 21.26 lakh crore so far
this fiscal aided by by higher
advance tax mop up, govern-
ment data showed on Monday.

During the year, the govern-
ment collected Rs 10.44 lakh
crore from four instalments of
advance tax as against Rs 9.11
lakh crore in the previous fis-
cal, registering a growth of
14.62 per cent.

The last instalment of the ad-
vance tax payment was due on
March 15, 2025, for the current
financial year.

Advance tax col-
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March 15 of the financial year.
As per the data released by
the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), mop up from net
non-corporate taxes, which in-
clude mainly personal income
tax, grew 17 per cent year-on-
year to about Rs 11.01

lection under the Refunds worth lalgl crore.

cgory rose by 12.54 | MorethanRsago IO e fon
per cent to Rs 7.57 !akh crore were rose in single digits at
lakh crore while issued duringthe 7 per cent to Rs 9.69
non-co CrI porate li period as against klkhl C{ore2 Otz)itweeg
witnessed a growt Rs 3.47 lakh crore pril 1, ., an
rate of 2047 per . March 16, 2025.

cent to Rs 2.87 lakh n t!‘e year-ago Net collections
crore during the fi- period. from  securities
nancial year. transaction tax (STT)

An  individual
whose estimated tax liability is
likely to be over Rs 10,000 (after
considering tax deducted and
collected at source — TDS and
TCS) is required to pay advance
tax that year, as per Section 208
of the Income-Tax Act. This in-
cludes salaried taxpayers.

Advance tax is to be paid
before the end of the financial
year on the income that one
would have earned that year.

Advance tax is paid in four
instalments — June 15, Sep-
tember 15, December 15, and

surged nearly 56 per
cent to Rs 53,095 crore so far
this fiscal.

Refunds worth more than Rs
4.60 lakh crore were issued dur-
ing the period as against Rs 3.47
lakh crore in the year-ago period.

Gross direct tax mop up till
March 16 grew 16.15 per cent to
more than Rs 25.86 lakh crore.

In the revised estimates (RE)
for the current fiscal, the gov-
ernment has pegged income
tax collections at Rs 12.57 lakh
crore, up from the budget esti-
mate of Rs 11.87 lakh crore.

Indian Railways In Sound
Financial Health, Says
Minister Vaishnaw

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Indian Railways'
financials are in good condition
with continuous improvement
efforts underway, Railways
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
informed the Rajya Sabha on
Monday.

During a debate on the work-
ing of the Railways Ministry,
Vaishnaw noted that the na-
tional transporter has success-
fully overcome pandemic-relat-
ed challenges, with passengers
returning to train travel and
both passenger and cargo traf-
fic showing growth.

During 2023-24, Indian Rail-
ways reported a revenue of ap-
proximately Rs 2,78,000 crore
against expenses of Rs 2,75,000
crore. Major expenditure com-
ponents include staff costs (Rs
1,16,000 crore), pension pay-
ments (Rs 66,000 crore), energy
expenses (Rs 32,000 crore), and
financing costs (Rs 25,000 crore).

"Railways is fulfilling its ex-
penses from its own income
because of good performance.
..Overall, the financial condi-
tion is good and we are trying
to improve it on constant basis,"
Vaishnaw stated.

The minister highlighted
that Railways subsidises pas-
senger fares while generat-
ing revenue from cargo and
freight operations.

While the actual cost per ki-
lometer stands at Rs 1.38, pas-

o)

sengers are charged only 73
paise, resulting in a total pas-
senger subsidy of approximate-
ly Rs 57,000 crore for 2023-24.

Vaishnaw emphasised that
Indian train fares remain the
lowest compared to neighbour-
ing countries.

"If you look at a journey of
350 km, Rs 121 is the fare of
general class in India, Rs 400
in Pakistan, Rs 413 in Sri Lanka.
This is the same in almost all
categories," he noted, adding
that fares have remained un-
changed since 2020.

Energy costs have "stabi-
lized" at Rs 30,000-32,000
crore, with the railways finan-
cially benefiting from electrifi-
cation initiatives implemented
after 2019.

The minister also outlined
several achievements, includ-
ing increased passenger and
cargo traffic.

By March 31 this year, Indian
Railways is projected to rank
among the world's top three
countries in cargo carrying ca-
pacity at 1.6 billion tonnes, be-
hind only China and the United
States.

Press Trust of India

'I‘he government is con-
templating amending the

National Highways Act to
provide for the return of an
acquired land parcel for high-
ways development to the
original owner in case it re-
mains unused for five years,
a senior highways ministry
official said on Monday.

The official further said
that in case land acquired
under the National Highways
Act has not been used, there
is no provision to denotify it
under the current law.

“The amendment in the
National Highways Act for
denotifying the land will

Govt Mulls Returning
Unused Highway Land
toOwners

i
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now go to the Cabinet and
Parliament,” he added.

The official said that the
changes in the NH Act are
aimed at making land acquisi-
tion faster for National High-
ways construction and way-

THE AMENDMENT IN THE NATIONAL HIGHWAYS ACT for denotifying the land will
now go to the Cabinet and Parliament”

side amenities development.

According to him, the pro-
vision is necessary to meet
present and future require-
ments of the development of
highways infrastructure in
the country.

Wholesale Price Inflation Inches
Up To 2.38% In Feb

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Wholesale price
inflation marginally rose to
2.38 per cent in February due to
expensive manufactured food
items like vegetables oil and
beverages, government data
released on Monday showed.
The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) based inflation was
2.31 per cent in January. It was
0.2 per cent in February 2024.
The marginal increase in
WPI was witnessed after three
consecutive months of de-
cline. The month-over-month
change in WPI for the month
of February stood at 0.06 per
cent as compared to January.
Positive rate of inflation in
February, 2025 is primarily
due to the increase in prices of
manufacture of food products,
food articles, other manufac-

turing, non-food articles and
manufacture of textiles, etc,
according to the statement is-
sued by the Ministry of Com-
merce & Industry.

As per the data, inflation in
manufactured food products
rose to 11.06 per cent, vegeta-
ble oil rose by 33.59 per cent,
while beverages increased
marginally to 1.66 per cent
during the month.

Overall, the manufactured
products index increased by
0.42 per cent in February.

However, prices of veg-
etables cooled with potato
prices dropping to 27.54 per
cent from 74.28 per cent dur-
ing the month. Besides, prices
of milk moderated at 1.58 per
cent from 5.40 per cent in the
previous month.

Fruits and onion prices
were still ruling high with 20

per cent and 48.05 per cent in-
flation respectively.

The fuel and power cat-
egory witnessed a deflation
of 0.71 per cent in February,
against a deflation of 2.78 per
cent in the previous month.

Retail inflation data re-
leased on Wednesday showed
that Consumer Price Index
(CPI) based inflation eased to
a 7-month low of 3.61 per cent
in February on easing prices of
food items.

According to ICRA Senior
Economist Rahul Agrawal, the
downward pressure on the
headline print on account of
the dip in food inflation was
offset by the narrowing de-
flation in the fuel and power
segment, and an uptick in
the core (non-food manu-
facturing) WPI inflation to a
24-month high of 1.3 per cent.

Tata Motors, Maruti Suzuki To
Hike Vehicle Prices

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Maruti Suzuki In-
dia and Tata Motors on Monday
announced plans to increase
vehicle prices from April, the
second time in this year, in or-
der to partially offset the im-
pact of rising input costs.

Maruti Suzuki said it plans
to hike prices of its entire
model range by up to 4 per
cent from next month.

Tata Motors said it will in-
crease the price of its com-
mercial vehicle range by up to
2 per cent from next month.

In light of rising input costs
and operational expenses,
the company has planned to
increase the prices of its cars
from April, Maruti Suzuki In-
dia said in a regulatory filing.
The price increase is expected
to be up to 4 per cent and will
vary depending on the model,
it added.

While the company con-
tinuously strives to optimise
costs and minimise the im-
pact on its customers, some
portion of the increased cost
may need to be passed on to
the market, the country's larg-
est carmaker stated.

Maruti Suzuki currently sells
various models ranging from
the entry-level Alto K-10 to
multiple-purpose vehicle Invic-
to in the domestic market, with
price ranging from Rs 4.23 lakh
and Rs 29.22 lakh respectively
(ex-showroom Delhi).

In January this year, the
company announced to hike
prices by up to Rs 32,500 across
various models from February
1. Maruti Suzuki India shares
ended 0.24 per cent up at Rs
11,536.10 apiece on BSE.

A Honda Cars India spokes-
person said that the automaker
is also looking to increase ve-
hicle prices from next month.

Tata Motors said it will in-
crease prices of its commer-
cial vehicle range by up to 2
per cent from April in order to
partially offset the impact of
rising input costs.

The prices of the company's
commercial vehicle range will
increase by up to 2 per cent
from April 1, 2025, the Mum-
bai-based auto major said in a
regulatory filing.

The price increase is to off-
set the rise in input costs, and
will vary as per individual
model and variant, it added.

Gold, Silver Rally Rs 1,300 To
Hit Record Levels In Delhi
Amid Strong Global Cues

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHIL: Gold and silver
prices hit fresh record levels
on Monday, rallying Rs 1,300
each, tracking strong trends in
the global markets amid un-
certainty over US tariffs, trade
tensions and growing expecta-
tions of monetary policy easing
by the Federal Reserve.

According to the All India
Sarafa Association, the pre-
cious metal of 99.9 per cent
purity, extending gains for the
fourth day in a row, rallying Rs
1,300 to hit a fresh peak of Rs
90,750 per 10 grams.

It had closed at Rs 89,450 per
10 grams on Thursday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity
zoomed Rs 1,300 to establish an
lifetime high of Rs 90,350 per 10
grams from Thursday's closing
level of Rs 89,050 per 10 grams.

According to HDFC Securi-
ties' Senior Analyst, Commodi-
ties, Saumil Gandhi, several
factors have contributed to the
record-breaking rally in pre-
cious metals, including buying
by central banks and global
economic instability.

Further, the demand for safe
haven assets increased due to
the trade and economic poli-
cies of US President Donald
Trump, which in turn increased
economic uncertainty world-
wide, Gandhi said.

So far this year, the yellow
metal prices had climbed Rs
11,360, or 14.31 per cent, to Rs
90,750 from Rs 79,390 per 10
grams on January 1.

On Friday, the bullion mar-
kets were closed on the occa-
sion of Holi festival.

Silver prices also surged Rs
1,300 to hit a fresh all-time high
level of Rs 1,02,500 per kg. The
white metal had concluded at
Rs 1,01,200 per kg on Thursday.

Meanwhile, gold futures for
April delivery inched up Rs
13 to Rs 88,004 per 10 grams
on the Multi Commodity Ex-
change. On Friday, the yellow
metal had hit a record peak of
Rs 88,310 per 10 grams on the
commodities bourse.

In the international mar-
kets, spot gold appreciated
USD 14.48 to USD 2,998.90 per
ounce. It had breached the psy-
chological mark of USD 3,000
an ounce on Friday.

On similar lines, Comex gold
futures were trading higher at
USD 3,007 per ounce. On Fri-
day, it had hit a record high of
USD 3,017.10 per ounce.

"Gold prices remain near re-
cord highs as expectations of
further US Fed interest rate cuts
strengthen, fuelled by cooling
inflation," Chintan Mehta, Chief
Executive Officer at Abans Fi-
nancial Services Ltd, said.

Mehta further said, geopo-
litical risks have strengthened
bullion prices after the US
confirmed it would continue
strikes against Yemen's Houthis
until they cease attacks on Red
Sea shipping, escalating ten-
sions in the region.

Sensex Bounces Back 341
Pts On Gains In Banking
Shares, Global Rally

Press Trust of India

MUMBAL: Benchmark BSE
Sensex rebounded by 341
points on Monday, snapping its
five-day losing streak following
buying in banking stocks and a
sharp rally in global shares.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 341.04 points or 0.46
per cent to settle at 74,169.95
as 19 of its constituents ended
in the green and 11 in the red.
In intra-day trade, the bench-
mark jumped 547.44 points or
0.74 per cent to 74,376.35. The
NSE Nifty rose by 111.55 points
or 0.50 per cent to 22,508.75.

From the Sensex pack, Bajaj
Finserv, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Axis Bank, Bajaj Finance, Adani
Ports, ICICI Bank, Zomato and
UltraTech Cement were among
the biggest gainers.

However, ITC, Nestle, State
Bank of India, Reliance Indus-
tries, Asian Paints and Tata

Consultancy Services were
among the laggards.
Shares of Indusind Bank

jumped 5.30 per cent in intra-
day trade after the Reserve Bank
on Saturday assured custom-
ers that the firm remains 'well-
capitalised’, even as it directed
the bank's board to complete re-
medial action relating to an esti-
mated Rs 2,100 crore accounting
discrepancy within this month.
The stock finally ended at Rs
676.95, up 0.72 per cent.
"Markets started the week on

a positive note, gaining half a per
cent as the consolidation phase
continued. Strong global cues,
along with buying interest in se-
lect heavyweights, particularly
from the banking and financial
sectors, led to a firm start, fol-
lowed by a range-bound session,”
Ajit Mishra - SVP, Research, Reli-
gare Broking Ltd, said.

The BSE midcap gauge climbed
0.77 per cent, while smallcap in-
dex dipped 0.02 per cent.

Among BSE sectoral indi-
ces, healthcare surged 1.12 per
cent, commodities (0.92 per
cent), metal (0.91 per cent), fi-
nancial services (0.83 per cent),
auto (0.80 per cent) and bankex
(0.71 per cent).

Telecommunication, realty
and FMCG were the laggards.

In Asian markets, Seoul, To-
kyo, Shanghai and Hong Kong
settled in the positive territory.
Stock markets in Europe were
trading in the green. US markets
ended sharply higher on Friday.

"Despite a small hiccup, mar-
kets quickly gained ground to
trade in positive territory as
optimism across global mar-
kets aided recovery in local
indices. However, with a lot of
uncertainty surrounding the
impact of US tariff policies on
key economies, including India,
investors would be watchful of
the global events before taking
any call," Prashanth Tapse, Se-
nior VP (Research), Mehta Equi-
ties Ltd, said.

Examining impact of US
tariff on steel, aluminium:
Govt tells Lok Sabha

he government is examining the impact

of 25 per cent tariff imposed by the US
on steel and aluminium imports, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said in
the Lok Sabha on Monday.

As per Proclamations issued by the presi-
dent of the US dated February 10, 2025, the
US government has imposed the import duty
with effect from March 12, 2025, he said in a
written reply.

No proclamation has been issued on phar-
ma, automobile and semiconductor sectors
so far, he said.

"As informed by Department of Com-
merce, the impact of the above proclama-
tions on India is being carefully examined
and evaluated,” he said.

Replying to another question, Chaudhary
said out of 40 recommendations, India re-
ceived 'Compliant’ or 'Largely Compliant' rat-
ing in 37 recommendations by global money
laundering and terrorist financing watchdog
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

It received Partially Compliant rating in
3 recommendations and none was rated as
Non-compliant, he said. (PTI)

Sebi Resolves Over 5,600
Complaints Through Scores
Platform In Dec 2024

Capital markets regulator Sebi has dis-
posed of 5,636 complaints in December
last year through its complaint redressal sys-
tem SCORES platform.

According to Sebi data, the complaints
pending as of November 30, 2024, stood at
5,826.

During December, the regulator received
5,193 fresh complaints, bringing the total ap-
plications to 11,019.

Of these, 5,383 complaints remained unre-
solved as of December 31, 2024, the regula-
tor said in a public notice on Tuesday.

The markets watchdog also highlighted
that the average resolution time taken by en-
tities to submit Action Taken Reports (ATRs)
to investors in December was eight days. For
complaints escalated to the first-level re-
view, the average resolution time was five
days, showcasing the efficacy of the updated
system.

Under the upgraded SCORES 2.0 frame-
work, complaints are automatically for-
warded to the concerned entity, which
is given 21 days to submit an ATR to the
investor.(PTI)

Govt Says 11 Airports
Identified For Operations
Under Public Private
Partnership

he Civil Aviation Ministry on Monday said

11 airports, including six small airports,
have been identified for operations under
the public-private partnership.

As per National Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP), 25 airports operated by the state-
owned Airports Authority of India (AAI) have
been earmarked for leasing over the 2022 to
2025 period.

The airports are Bhubaneswar, Varana-
si, Amritsar, Trichy, Indore, Raipur, Cali-
cut, Coimbatore, Nagpur, Patna, Madurai,
Surat, Ranchi, Jodhpur, Chennai, Vijay-
awada, Vadodara, Bhopal, Tirupati, Hubli,
Imphal, Agartala, Udaipur, Dehradun and
Rajahmundry.

"Eleven airports consisting of select five
(5) airports viz. Amritsar, Varanasi, Bhu-
baneswar, Raipur and Trichy, clubbed/paired
with six (6) smaller airports have been iden-
tified for their operation, management and
development under Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP)," Minister of State for Civil Avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol said in a written reply
to the Rajya Sabha on Monday. (PTI)

RBI Permits Settlement Of
Trade Transactions With
Maldives In Local Currencies

eserve Bank on Monday said India's bi-

lateral trade transactions with Maldives
may also be settled in INR and/or MVR in ad-
dition to the ACU mechanism.

Asian Clearing Union (ACU) is a payment
arrangement whereby the participants set-
tle payments for intra-regional transactions
among the participating central banks on a
net multilateral basis.

The participants include central banks
and the monetary authorities of Bangla-
desh, Belarus, Bhutan, India, Iran, Mal-
dives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri
Lanka.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
has been signed between RBI and Maldives
Monetary Authority in November 2024 for
establishing a framework to promote the
use of local currencies -- Indian Rupee (INR)
and Maldivian Rufiyaa (MVR) for bilateral
transactions.

"In the wake of signing of Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)...it has been decided
that India's bilateral trade transactions with
Maldives may also be settled in INR and/or
MVR in addition to the ACU mechanism, as
hitherto,” the RBI said in a circular. (PTI)

Rs 8.47 Crore Gold Seized
At Mumbai Airport; 3
Staffers Among 5 Held

he Mumbai Customs has seized more

than 10 kg of gold valued at Rs 8.47 crore
in four operations at the international air-
port here and arrested five people, including
three private airport staff members, officials
said on Monday.

The seizures were made between March
13 and 15 and some of the accused had con-
cealed the precious metal in their clothes
and undergarments, they said.

Giving details, a Customs official said a private
staffer at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport was intercepted and six oval-
shaped capsules having 2.8 kg of 24-karat gold
dust in wax form, valued at Rs 2.27 crore, were
found concealed in the pockets of his pants. The
person was arrested under the Customs Act,
the official said. In the second seizure, another
private staffer working in the international
departures area was intercepted.

In the third operation, another private staff-
er at the airport was apprehended and two
pouches containing 1.6 kg of 24-karat gold dust
in wax form valued at Rs 1.31 crore concealed
in his undergarments were recovered. After
further investigation, the staffer and two other
persons were arrested, the official said. (PTI)
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Video Of Police

NC legislator.

Showkat Ahmad Bajad, his brother Riyaz
Ahmad Bajad, and Mukhtar Ahmad went miss-
ing on February 13 while on their way to attend
a function at the house of a relative in Ashmuji.
However, the trio -- who were working as la-
bourers -- never reached their destination.

Showkat Ahmad Bajad’s body was retrieved
from Vaishov nullah in Kulgam district on
Sunday while that of his brother was recovered
from the same spot a few days ago.

As the assembly proceedings commenced
on Monday, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
members, led by Wahid Para, said the deaths
of the two tribal men have caused panic among
the people and demanded an impartial investi-
gation to bring perpetrators to justice.

Despite Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather’s re-
quest to allow the Question Hour to proceed,
PDP members continued to raise the issue from
their seats.

Members of the ruling National Conference
also joined in and called for a high-level inqui-
ry into the deaths.

NC member Peerzada Feroze Ahmed point-
ed towards the “rising” cases of people going
missing, which he said has caused panic among
the people.

The members said similar incidents had
been reported from Kathua.

Some NC members entered the Well of the
House, seeking a probe into the deaths and the
alleged mistreatment of a woman by the local
police, triggering a ruckus.

The Speaker intervened and acknowledged
the reports of misconduct involving a woman.
He also reassured that Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, who was present in the House,
would address the issue and ensure appropri-
ate action.

“The chief minister is sitting here. He has
heard your issue. He will look into it. He will
ensure action”, the Speaker said.

Speaking to reporters outside the assembly,
Para expressed concerns over the deaths, say-
ing, “Such incidents have created insecurity
among the people. We are not accusing any-
one, but there is a critical need for an impartial
probe as one community feels targeted.”

A group of protesters had blocked the
Srinagar-Jammu National Highway in Kulgam
district on Sunday night, demanding that the
police initiate an investigation into the case
and take action against those whom the kin of
the deceased suspect to be responsible for the
deaths.

On February 13, three Gujjar youths from
Devsar had gone missing after leaving Ashmuji
in Kulgam to attend a function. They were iden-
tified as Riyaz Ahmad, Showkat, and Mukhtar
Ahmad Awan, all residents of Kulgam.

Police Orders

aposton X.

It said the DIG South Kashmir Range (SKR)
would enquire into the incident that happened
on Sunday and submit a report within 10 days.

Meanwhile, DIG (South Kashmir) Javaid Igbal
Matoo met the protesters blocking the national
highway in Qazigund. “If anyone acted wrong-
ly, they will be held accountable. A mother who
lost her son has the right to protest,” he stated,
adding that an investigation into the deaths
was ongoing.

Earlier, PDP leader Iltija Mulfti criticised the
officer’s behaviour and demanded a probe.

“Shocking & unbecoming for a policeman to
kick a woman only because she was peacefully
protesting against the mysterious deaths in
Devsar Kulgam. It is this high handed behav-
iour from officers expected to uphold law that
creates a trust deficit alienating people even

further,” Mufti posted on X.

NC MP Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi also con-
demned the police action. “The visuals of
officers kicking mourning women are dis-
graceful. These deaths must be transparently
investigated, and those responsible for both
the tragedy and the police excess must be held
accountable.”

Protests broke out in the district on Sunday
after the body of a youth, who was among
three persons missing since last month, was
recovered from a water body.

Three days earlier, his brother’s body was
recovered from the same stream. Meanwhile,
a search operation is underway for the third
missing person.

24x7 Power For

commissioning by 2027.

In addition, new projects such as 390 MW
Kirthai-I, 258 MW Dulhasti-1I, 800 MW Bursar,
1,856 MW Sawalkote, 240 MW Uri-I Stage-II,
89 MW Ujh, and 930 MW Kirthal-II are also
planned for completion within the next 10
years, he said.

To meet growing demand, he said, efforts
are being made to create a balanced energy
mix, including hydro, thermal, and renewable
sources of energy, through creation of own
generating stations and entering into Power
Purchase Agreements with outside generators.

He said a resource adequacy plan has been
formulated with the help of central govern-
ment, taking into consideration future load
projections and peak demand for the next 10
years.

To create adequate transmission infra-
structure for the evacuation of power from
upcoming projects, enhance peak load han-
dling capacity, and support growing demand,
the transmission system is being improved,
Abdullah said.

Under the plan, he said, the department aims
to add around 2,406 MVA (at 220 & 132 kV lev-
els) through setting up of new grid substations
and the augmentation of existing grid substa-
tions in Jammu region.

Similarly, in the Kashmir region, around
2,500 MVA capacity is targeted to be added at
both voltage levels. Additionally, several exist-
ing grid stations will be renovated and mod-
ernised in a phased manner, he said.

The chief minister said J&K has significant
potential for solar energy, and the installation
of solar rooftops is being encouraged through
the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.

He said as metering progresses and reaches
a larger number of consumers, the government
expects significant improvements in power
supply, with no power cuts in low-loss areas.

“Such improvements are already evident on
feeders where 100 per cent smart metering
has been completed -- 45 in Kashmir and 50 in
Jammu,” he said.

On the coal block in Odisha, he said JKSPDC
and NTPC signed the joint venture agreement
on June 15, 2015 for exploration, development
and operation of the jointly allocated coal min-
ing block.

However, NTPC Limited on November 22,
2018 surrendered its share in the coal block
citing reasons like envisaged delay in environ-
mental clearance, non-accessibility to the site
along with hostile local environment in nearby
areas and the same was accepted by the con-
cerned ministry.

In June, 2019, the J&K government requested
the coal ministry for allotment of alternative
coal block, in place of Kudanali-Laburi in favour
of the NTPC-JKSPDC joint venture company in
light of the challenges anticipated in its devel-
opment, Abdullah said.

However, he said, the request was declined
by the ministry of coal citing the reason that

there was no provision under MMDR Act, 1957
to allocate an alternate coal block in lieu of a
cancelled coal block.

In another written reply to a starred ques-
tion by NC legislator Mushtaq Ahmad Guroo,
the chief minister said a MoU (memorandum
of understanding) was signed between JKSPDC
and NHPC on January 3, 2021 for the execution
of 1,856 MW Sawalkote HEP, 258 MW Dulhasti
Stage-II and 240 MW Uri-I stage-II by NHPC in
built, own, operate and transfer (BOOT) mode
for a period of 40 years.

As per the MoU, the J&K government is en-
titled to receive 12 per cent free power, one per
cent Local Area Development Fund (LADF), first
right of refusal for purchase of 50 per cent of
power generated at price determined by the
regulator.

‘NHPC Withholding

respond to the repeated requests to fur-
nish details for working out the present cost
of hydroelectric projects which it intends to
take-over.

In 2011, NC- Congress government had
formed a cabinet sub- committee to look into
various issues arising from the terms and con-
ditions of entrustment of hydroelectric proj-
ects to NHPC.

The CSC had recommended taking over Salal,
Dulhasti, Uri-I and other hydroelectric projects
transferred to NHPC through a Memorandum
of Understanding it signed with the J&K gov-
ernment in July 2000.

The J&K government informed the House
that State Power Development Corporation
(SPDC) sought requisite details from NHPC to
enable it to work out the present cost of these
projects.

In response to these letters, NHPC sought a
copy of the report of the cabinet sub- commit-
tee, which was furnished to it June 26, 2012
with a request to furnish these details.

“NHPC neither responded to the repeated re-
quests so far nor did it appear to do so to take
the recommendations of the cabinet sub-com-
mittee to their logical conclusion,” the govern-
ment disclosed. (KNO)

Assembly Passes

uphold decorum in the House.

The revised legislative calendar, append-
ed to the BAC report, was also unanimously
approved.

SM Influencer

zero tolerance, and such actions at religious
places will not be allowed,” the officer added.

The incident has sparked political backlash,
with both BJP and PDP leaders condemning the
act. Leader of Opposition Sunil Sharma called
for strict action, while BJP MLAs Baldev Sharma,
Balwant Singh Mankotia, Vikram Randhawa,
and Devinder Kumar Manyal emphasized the
need for tighter security to prevent such viola-
tions in the future.

PDP leader Waheed Ur Rehman Para also
criticized the incident, stating that Vaishno
Devi is a sacred pilgrimage site, not a tourist
destination. PDP spokesperson Mohit Bhan
echoed similar sentiments, urging authorities
to take action against the hotel as well.

PDP spokesperson Mohit Bhan also ex-
pressed his anger and called for action against
the accused.

“Mata Vaishno Devi, a revered pilgrimage
site, is not a party destination. This Bollywood
joker Orry and friends drinking there is a di-
rect insult to Hindu faith. I urge Jammu and
Kashmir government Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah and Jammu and Kashmir Police to
take action against the hotel for this disgrace,”
Bhan said in a post on his Facebook page.

When Will Vande

extending beyond winter? The harsh cold
lasts only for 40 days, but why should Kashmiri
passengers suffer inconvenience for the re-
maining 10 months?” he asked.

He also took a dig at the government’s priori-
ties, stating that the railway expansion should
be based on public demand rather than forced
infrastructure projects.

He accused the government of forcing land
surveys and seizing orchards under the guise
of railway expansion in Kashmir.

“There is no demand for townships, no de-
mand for railway lines in certain areas, yet land
is being taken,” Ruhullah stated.

He argued that farmers and fruit growers—
who form the backbone of Kashmir’s econo-
my—are being systematically pushed out.

“Where there is genuine demand—like the
Rajouri-Poonch railway line—there is no prog-
ress. Where there is a demand for the Sopore-
Kupwara railway line, no work is being done. I
fail to understand this approach,” he said.

Ruling Alliance

are typically employed by the opposition to
scrutinize the government.

Itis a tool used primarily by the opposition to
scrutinize and hold the government account-
able, particularly during budget discussions. It
allows members to propose a reduction in the
amount of a demand for grants, either symboli-
cally or substantially, signaling dissatisfaction
with government policies or decisions.

HC Quashes

against the impugned order of detention.”

“Thus, his valuable constitutional right avail-
able under Article 22(5) of the Constitution of
India stands infringed,” the court said.

Besides this, the court said, there has been
total non-application of mind on the part of de-
taining authority in passing the order of deten-
tion dated 10 July 2024.

“The subjective satisfaction arrived at by the
detaining authority, in these circumstances,
has become a casualty,” the court said and
quashed the detention order.

In his plea, Ronga had contended that
the allegations in the grounds of detention
against him with regard to his association
with APHC(M) group is “absolutely baseless”.
Ronga said that he was an elected Municipal
Councillor and thereafter he has also served
as a Government Advocate from 1987 to 1989.
Thus, Ronga said, “he is a peace loving and law
abiding citizen who has never committed any
offence, much less an offence against the State.”

Meanwhile, the court also quashed the de-
tention order under PSA passed by deputy
commissioner Baramulla on 21 July 2023
against Tanveer Ahmad Khan.

“On perusal of the detention record pro-
duced by learned counsel for the respondents
(authorities), the ground projected regard-
ing vagueness of the averments made in the
grounds of detention, appears to be forceful,”
the court said while quashing the detention
order.

NIA Rejects

was based on “vague averments” and lacked
legal merit.

“Mere status as a Parliamentarian does not
exempt him from judicial custody. The law is
clear that legislators have no statutory right to
participate in House proceedings while under
lawful detention,” the agency stated.

At the time of filing his nomination for the
Lok Sabha elections, charges had already been
framed against Rashid by a special court, and
the trial was ongoing, the NIA said. It contend-
ed that his election victory did not change the
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legal standing of his detention and could not be
used as grounds for bail.

Labeling Rashid as “highly influential” with
the potential to influence witnesses in Jammu
and Kashmir, the NIA cited Section 43D(5) of
UAPA, which restricts bail if there are reason-
able grounds to believe the accusations are
prima facie true.

The agency further noted that the summons
issued by the President of India for Rashid to
attend Parliament were routine communica-
tions sent to all MPs and did not create an ex-
clusive privilege for him.

Rashid’s counsel urged the high court to al-
low him custody parole, similar to a prior two-
day reprieve. Custody parole entails a prisoner
being escorted by armed police personnel to a
designated place.

Rashid, who defeated former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, is
currently lodged in Tihar Jail. He was arrested
by the NIA in 2019 in a terror funding case, with
allegations of financing separatist and militant
groups in Jammu and Kashmir.

His name emerged during the interrogation
of businessman and co-accused Zahoor Watali,
leading to his chargesheeting in October 2019.
In March 2022, a special NIA court framed
charges against him under multiple sections of
the IPC, including criminal conspiracy, waging
war against the government, sedition, and vari-
ous UAPA offences.

The Delhi High Court had earlier sought the
NIA’s response on Rashid’s appeal, with the
order on his regular bail plea scheduled for
March 19.

JKSSB, JKPSC Fill

this period, the commission advertised
3,296 vacancies—2,185 in 2023 and 1,111 in
2024—across multiple categories.

Meanwhile, JKSSB recruited 9,351 candi-
dates in the same period, significantly outpac-
ing JKPSC. The selections included 4,773 from
OM, 895 from SC, 823 from ST, 281 from OSC,
343 from RBA, 1,161 from PSP, 764 from EWS,
and 311 from ALC/IB.

JKSSB appointed 3,695 candidates in 2023,
while 5,656 recruitments were made in 2024,
reflecting a sharp increase. The board adver-
tised over 5,000 vacancies—329 in 2023 and
4,671 in 2024.

Despite the surge in hiring, a substantial
number of advertised positions remain vacant,
pointing to possible administrative or proce-
dural delays.

The Jammu and Kashmir government
Informed the Legislative Assembly that no pa-
per leak incidents have been reported in the
Union Territory over the past two years.

The government, in response to a query
raised by MLA Dr. Rameshwar Singh, stated
that while no such cases have surfaced recent-
ly, certain irregularities were detected in 2022
during recruitment exams conducted by the
Jammu and Kashmir Service Selection Board
(JKSSB).

The exams, held for the posts of Accounts
Assistant  (Finance Department), Junior
Engineer (Civil) in the Jal Shakti Department,
and Sub-Inspector in the Home Department,
took place on March 6, March 20, and March 27,
2022. “The concerned agency responsible for
these irregularities has since been blacklisted,”
the government said.

Furthermore, the government clarified
that no similar incidents have been reported
in the Jammu and Kashmir Public Service
Commission (JKPSC) examinations to date.

It is pertinent to mention that the issue of
examination integrity has been a major con-
cern in Jammu and Kashmir, with previous
instances of irregularities sparking widespread
criticism.(inputs from agencies)

https://www.youtube.
com/c/kobserver
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Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: From incessant boos to fren-
zied adulation -- star India all-rounder
Hardik Pandya has seen it all in the last few
months, during which his life underwent a
'360 degree turnaround' and keeping him
afloat in the turmoil was his determination
to never leave the battlefield.

As he gears up for his second IPL season
as Mumbai Indians captain, Pandya can ex-
pect a markedly warmer reception at the
Wankhede after playing crucial roles in In-
dia's T20 World Cup and the ICC Champions
Trophy triumphs.

The backlash he faced in IPL 2024 was
triggered by the team's decision to hand
him the leadership role, replacing Mum-
bai's very own Rohit Sharma, who led the
franchise to five trophies.

"For me, it has always been about never
leaving the battlefield. There have been
phases in my career where my focus wasn't

From Boos To Cheers:
Hardik Pandya's '360
Degree Turnaround"

necessarily on winning but on surviving
and holding my ground,” Pandya told Jio-
Hotstar ahead of the IPL, starting March 22.

" realised that no matter what was hap-
pening around me, cricket would always be
my greatest ally..I kept pushing through,
and when all the hard work finally paid off, it
was beyond anything I could have scripted.

"The six-month phase where we won
the World Cup, and then the kind of love
and support I received upon returning -- it
was a complete 360-degree turnaround for
me," he added.

The 31-year-old said he never wavered
from the belief that if he remained persis-
tent, he would come out stronger.

"[ didn't know exactly when that would
happen, but as they say, destiny had its
plan, and in my case, everything changed
within two and a half months," he said.

Pandya played a pivotal role with the
new ball along side Mohammed Shami in
India's victorious Champions Trophy cam-

paign recently in the ab-
sence of Jasprit Bumrah.
He was also a part of
India's T20 World Cup-
winning squad in the

Americas last year.

The 2024 IPL sea-
son was challenging
for him as MI finished
at the bottom of the
points table. But Pan-
dya said MI have put to-
gether a well-balanced squad
and is optimistic about the
team's chances this year.

"Having played in the IPL
for almost 11 years now, each
season brings new energy and
fresh positivity. The 2024 sea-
son was undoubtedly chal-
lenging for us as a group, but
it also provided invaluable
lessons," Pandya said.

Pay Cut For Players After Pakistan
Suffers Huge Loss In CT

Agencies

s hosts, Mohammad
AERizwan—led Pakistan

ndured a nightmarish
Champions Trophy 2025, fin-
ishing bottom of Group A with
just one point courtesy of a
washout against Bangladesh.

It was a massive setback for
Pakistan as they faced an ear-
ly exit in the first ICC event
they hosted after nearly three
decades.

Adding to their woes, the
Pakistan Cricket Board has
reportedly suffered an 85
per cent loss after spending
Rs 869 crore (approximately
$58 million) for hosting the
Champions Trophy.

Pakistan had spent Rs 869
crore to upgrade their three
Champions Trophy venues in
Rawalpindi, Lahore, and Kara-
chi apart from investing around
Rs 347 crores on tournament
preparations. The cost of upgra-
dation of the stadiums turned
out to be 50 percent more than
the budget estimates.

PCB is said to have received
Rs 50.3 crores ($6 million)
as the hosting fee. The earn-
ings were negligible as far as
ticket sales and sponsorships

were concerned, adding to
the PCB's already poor finan-
cial position.

The staggering loss has
forced the governing body to
adopt belt-tightening measures
and devise a strategy to wade
through this difficult phase.

According to reports, the
PCB has decided to lower the
match fees for the national
T20 championship by 90 per-
cent and cut salaries of the re-
serve players by 87.5 percent.

Moreover, the arrange-
ment of five-star hotels for
the players has been with-
drawn, and they will be
housed in budget hotels.

'The PCB had recently re-
duced match fees from Rs
40,000 to Rs 10,000 without
any official announcement...
however, PCB chairman Moh-
sin Naqvi intervened, reject-
ing the decision and directing
the board's domestic cricket
department to reassess the
matter, said a report in Paki-
stan daily Dawn.

The ICC Champions Tro-
phy 205 was held in a 'hybrid
model' after India refused to
travel to Pakistan citing secu-
rity concerns.

Pakistan played only one

game at home, against New
Zealand at the Gadaffi sta-
dium in Lahore, which they
lost by 60 runs. Then they
travelled to Dubai to face
India, and lost the match by
six wickets. Their final group
game, against Bangladesh in
Rawalpindi, was abandoned
due to rain.

In fact, rain has played
quite a part in the tourna-
ment, with as many as three
games in Pakistan abandoned
due to wet conditions.

Corbin Bosch Served Legal
Notice By PCB

South African Corbin Bosch
has been served a legal notice
by the Pakistan Cricket Board
“alleging breach of the all-
rounder’s contractual obliga-
tions” to the board, it said on
Sunday.

The 30-year-old Bosch was
picked by Peshawar Zalmi in
the Diamond category during
the 10th edition of the HBL Pak-
istan Super League Player Draft,
held in Lahore on January 13.

However, Indian Premier
League (IPL) side Mumbai In-
dians had also signed him as
a replacement for his injured
compatriot Lizaad Williams.

BCCI Banning Brook In
IPL Not Harsh: Moeen Ali

Press Trust of India

LONDON: Former England all-round-
er Moeen Ali believes the BCCI ban-
ning Harry Brook for two years for
his last-minute withdrawal from the
IPL was "not harsh".

It is the second straight time Brook
has pulled out of the top franchise-
based league after being bought at
the auction.

"It's not (harsh) though, I kinda
agree with it," Moeen said on the
Beard Before Cricket podcast, when
asked whether a two-year ban would
be harsh.

"Alot of people do that (withdraw-
ing). People have done it in the past,
and then they come back in and end
up getting a better financial pack-
age or whatever it is. It kinda messes
up a lot of things as well at the same
time," the all-rounder said.

England batter Brook was facing
a two-year ban from the IPL since
pulling out of his contract with Delhi
Capitals ahead of the tournament be-
ginning March 22.

"It's messed his team (Delhi Capi-
tals) up, him pulling out. Any team
that loses Harry Brook is messed up
a bit, and they've got to now rejig ev-
erything and stuff like that.

"Forget him for a second, if you do

pull out, the rule is you get a ban, un-
less it's a family reason or injury. If
it's injury, it's different. But I think if
you just pull out, then it's... I kinda
agree with it (the rules),” Moeen,
who will play for Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers this season, said.

The 26-year-old Brook had earlier
withdrawn from the 2024 edition of IPL
following the death of his grandmother.

Any foreign player who miss the
IPL after getting picked at the auction
faces two-year ban from the league
unless he is injured.

According to the new rules intro-
duced by the IPL, Brook is not eligible
to play in the event, or be part of the
auction, until the 2027 edition.

"Any player who registers in the
auction and after getting picked,
makes himself unavailable before
the start of the season, will get
banned from participating in the
tournament and player auction for 2
seasons," states the new rule.

Brook was bought by Delhi Capi-
tals for Rs 6.25 crore in the mega
auction in November. In the previous
auction too, he was secured by Delhi
for Rs 4 crore.

IPL will begin from March 22 with
defending champions Kolkata Knight
Riders meeting Royal Challengers
Bangalore at the Eden Gardens.
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Glory Chasing Real Kashmir Face
Bengaluru In I-League Today

itting third in the 2024-25 I-League standings and

two points off the first place, Real Kashmir FC will
aim to keep their momentum going when they take on
Sporting Club Bengaluru on Tuesday. The game kicks
off at 4:30 PM and will be played at Bengaluru Football
Stadium in Karnataka. It can be watched on Sony
Sports 2 and SSEN app and website.

Real Kashmir (18 games, 32 points) is chasing
Churchill Brother FC (18 games, 34 points) and Inter
Kashi FC (18 games, 34 points) for the 2024-25 I-
League title with only a handful of games remaining.
The Snow Leopards have been in sensational form.
They are on a two-game win streak and have lost once
in their last five games.

Meanwhile, SC Bengaluru is 11th in the 12 team
table, taking 17 points from their 18 matchups. They
are on a two-game losing skid and have won only once
in their last five, while losing twice and drawing twice.

Real Kashmir play Churchill Brothers at home on
April 4. However, of the remaining four games of the
season, its their only home fixture and could well
decide the 2024-25 I-League championship. (Observer
News Service)

Patidar Will Lead RCB For A
Long Time: Kohli

Indian superstar Virat Kohli has backed newly-
appointed Royal Challengers Bengaluru captain Rajat
Patidar to lead the side for a long time.

Kohli, who has been with RCB since IPL's inception
in 2008, led the franchise for more than a decade and
remains its face.

Patidar has succeeded Faf du Plessis as captain with
the South African moving to Delhi Capitals this season.
"This guy is going to lead you for a long time. He is

going to do a great job. He has got everything that is
required (to succeed),” Kohli said in his address to RCB's
loyal fans at the team's Unbox event here on Monday.
RCB have never won the IPL but Kohli remains hopeful.

"It feels amazing to be back. The excitement and
happiness is like every other season. I have been here
for 18 years and absolutely love RCB. We have an
amazing squad this time around. Lot of talent in the
team. I am personally very excited about this season,”
Kohli added. This will be Kohli's first IPL after retiring
from T20 Internationals.

Bangladesh To Tour Pakistan
For White-Ball Series In May

he Bangladesh cricket team will tour Pakistan for a
white-ball series in May, which will include three
T20Is and as many ODIs.

The series will be held after the conclusion of the
10th edition of the Pakistan Super League scheduled to
take place from April 11 to May 18.

Originally, the series was part of the Future Tours
Program but had to be postponed due to the busy
schedules of both teams.

However, following recent discussions during the
visit of Bangladesh Cricket Board Chairman, Farouq
Ahmed, to Pakistan for the Champions Trophy, both
boards have agreed to go ahead with the series in May.

Bangladesh had previously toured Pakistan last year for
a two-Test series, which they won comprehensively 2-0.

Jio Ends Free IPL
Streaming In India

Reliance Jio, India's largest telecom firm by users, said
on Monday certain tariff plans will continue to give

subscribers free streaming access to IPL 2025 matches,

among the country's most-watched sporting events.

The plan is applicable to users recharging their
accounts with Rs 299 ($3.44) or more and will enable
them to watch matches on Reliance-Disney's newly
merged JioHotstar streaming platform, the Reliance
Group-owned firm said.

IPL, a money spinner and among the country's most-
streamed content, is scheduled to be held between
March 22 and May 25.

The move comes a month after Reuters reported that
the Reliance-Disney JV will no longer offer completely
free streaming for IPL cricket matches, as was the case
in 2023 and 2024 in the old JioCinema platform, and
will adopt a hybrid model where subscription kicks in
after content consumption reaches a threshold.

Bowling Worries At IPL: KKR, SRH, MI Have Most Balanced Attacks

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: In a tournament that
has fans flocking the grounds to
see batters smash everything out
of the park, bowlers have gradually
established themselves as the cor-
nerstone of success and the upcom-
ing edition of IPL is going to be no
different.

If one looks at the bowling units
of various IPL outfits, defending
champions Kolkata Knight Riders,
five-time champions Mumbai In-
dians and last year's runners-up
Sunrisers Hyderabad have the most
balanced line-ups.

With all-rounders rendered less
useful due to the Impact Player Rule,
most teams now look at playing five
specialist bowlers. Some even have
luxury of playing the sixth bowler if
need be while defending a total.

So, what makes KKR special in
terms of bowling?

In Harshit Rana, who has the
uncanny ability of taking wickets
with sheer pace and extra bounce,
they have a potent Indian fast
bowling option.

He would be supported by Varun
Chakravarthy, who has been India's

T20 trump card in recent years.

Add to that mix Anrich Nortje's
blistering pace and Sunil Narine's
guile, and 16 overs will be sorted for
the side on most days.

The uncapped Vaibhav Arora was
impressive last year and there is
Andre Russell too who can always
chip in with an over or two. In all
of KKR's seven home games at the
Eden Gardens, this attack cane be
expected to be lethal.

In addition, Ramandeep Singh,
and vice-captain Venkatesh lyer can
chip in with an over or two as per
the team's requirements.

In case Nortje doesn't fire, there
is the six-foot left-armer Spencer
Johnson. On tracks like the one in
Chennai, Moeen Ali's off breaks
could also be handy.

By the look of things, KKR does
have the best bowling attack on paper.

Mumbai Indians have had a torrid
last four years even. But they have
managed to retain their bowling
core. In skipper Hardik Pandya, they
have a proper bowler who can win
matches with a sharp spell of fast
bowling.

But MI's campaign will also de-
pend on how the attack performs till

Jasprit Bumrah joins them in April.

The momentum shifts very
quickly in IPL but a fit-again Deepak
Chahar could be a handful with his
incisive swing bowling during Pow-
erplay overs.

He will have support of Trent
Boult, who can bring the ball back
into the right-handers at the start of
the innings.

Mitchell Santner has mastered in
the Indian conditions although MI
would have fancied better quality of
Indian spinners compared to lucky

(]

mascot for IPL teams Karn Sharma
in their squad.

Once Bumrah comes in, the MI
bowling will be too hot to handle.

For Sunrisers Hyderabad, the big-
gest challenge for bowlers is to coun-
ter the flatness of the Uppal track.

But in Pat Cummins and Moham-
med Shami, they have two smart
operators who can assert them-
selves if the batting unit piles on the
big scores.

The third Indian pacer could be a
weak link but Harshal Patel, despite

a higher economy rate, is a good
death overs bowler.

While they have a wrist spinner
in Adam Zampa, it would be diffi-
cult to include him in all conditions.
In this scenario, Rahul Chahar and
Abhishek Sharma's slow bowling
would be handy.

Talking about multiple utility
bowlers, Ashish Nehra's Gujarat Ti-
tans is also a fine unit with World's
best T20 bowler Rashid Khan there
to support Kagiso Rabada, Moham-
med Siraj, and Prasidh Krishna.

To support Rashid in slow bowl-
ing, Tamil Nadu captain R Sai
Kishore and also Washington Sun-
dar will have crucial roles to play.

For Rajasthan Royals, they have
got a better spin attack with one
among Wanindu Hasaranga and
Maheesh Theeksana set to play.
Riyan Parag's off-breaks are also
handy.

But it's the pace department
where Jofra Archer might need
more support from Indian bowlers.

Sandeep Sharma is good in spe-
cific conditions and young Railways
man Ashok Sharma, who recently
clocked 146 kmph in U23 Irani Cup
is man to watch out for.

Ditto for CSK where save Mathee-
sha Pathirana and R Ashwin, others
in bowling unit don't inspire much
confidence.

Mukesh Chaudhary was good a
few seasons back and Anshul Kam-
boj is not bad either but whether
they can deliver consistently is the
question.

Khaleel Ahmed has been playing
for nearly 10 years but no team has
had faith in him in death overs where
he has been profligate save the one
odd season for Delhi Capitals.

Lucknow Super Giants had punt-
ed on Mayank Yadav's pace but it is
still not clear when India's fastest
bowler will be available.

The batting has a lot of firepower
but the overall bowling unit looks a
bit short on experience.

For Delhi Capitals, 12 overs out of
20 are taken care of by skipper Axar
Patel, Mitchell Starc and Kuldeep
Yadav but inconsistency in T20 has
been the Australian's bane.

However, T Natarajan and Muke-
sh Kumar's variations will keep DC
fans interested with two specialist
death bowlers who can bowl those
wide Yorkers which can make or
break games.
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MEDIUM FAT PANEER

Naa dil mein bugz, naa maathe pe shikann
Har shakhs ko kar de insaan
Yeh Mah-e-Ramzan
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Dignified Farewell

Transforming Kashmir's Final Rides

In Kashmir, it is a painful irony that the departed, who leave behind a lifetime of earnings, are .I %
often transported to their final resting place in load carriers — vehicles they would never have - .
used for commuting while alive. This stark contrast raises a profound question: shouldn’t every '

soul be granted a dignified farewell, just as they lived with dignity? It is time to ensure that the a f

last journey of our loved ones reflects the respect and honor they deserve.
Since launching a dedicated funeral service in Islamabad in 2014, Mother Helpage now invites

you to donate generously to provide these services for Srinagar, Budgam, and Baramulla. MZW i i !

INDIA

Donate Now!

+ Account Name: Mother Helpage

Ac Number : 0472010100001092

IFSC : JAKAOSAADIQ
Branch: Jammu and Kashmir Bank Lid,
Sadigabad, Anantnag.

UPI ID: JKEMERCOOE575828jkb

For queries call

Farooq A Ashai (Coordinator)
Ph: +91 788-9402837
Email : farooqg.ashai@motherhelpage.org




