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No Timeline For J&K Reservation Panel?

Omar Steps In With 6-Month Deadline
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Observer News Service . . i,
Categories issued in past 2 years (] %f(f:'&e j’rf] Ifh'ef Minister, J&K & @ ’
Srinagar: The Jammu and i
I(ashrgnir Cabinet Jsub-commit— Categorl'y. A B e Cabinet sub-committee consiituted “
tee formed last year to look into ST Certificates 459,493 79,813 rgsee);?/?tlir:'ns iﬁ fggrll?itlrc:ere;t I'Inzssu;e%n given
grievances against the current SC Certificates 67,112 0 a6 month timeline to complete their report.
reservation policy in the Union . e T
Territory Wil{] Su}zgi?itfits report RBA Vlllages 1'379 1’229 however, was not in the initial or(.ier setting '
in six months, ief Minister . up the sub-committee. That oversight will be
Omar Abdullah said on Saturday. Border Vlllages 551 0 corrected but rest-assured the committee is I n tr O d u C e S .

The decision came after he
met a "concerned group of job
aspirants”.

Abdullah said in a post on X,
"The Cabinet sub-committee
constituted to examine the com-
plicated issue of reservations in
recruitment has been given a
six-month timeline to complete
their report. This timeline was

set by me after I met with a con-
cerned group of job aspirants.”
"This timeline, however, was
not in the initial order setting
up the sub-committee. That
oversight will be corrected but,
rest-assured, the committee is
working to complete its task in

ALC Villages 268 16

the set timeframe,” he added.
Earlier in the day, the Jammu
and Kashmir government in-
formed the legislative assembly
that no specific timeline has
been fixed for the three-mem-
ber cabinet sub-committee,
which was formed last year to

working to complete its task in the set timeframe.

look into grievances against the
present reservation policy in
the Union Territory.

The information was given by
Sakeena Itoo, the minister in-
charge social welfare, in a writ-
ten reply to a starred question
by Peoples | More on P6

MEDIUM FAT PANEER

Reservation eople's Conference supremo Sajad Gani Lone on Lone cited the data he had received in response to
System 'Rigged' PSaturday highlighted "stark regional imbalances" a question in the assembly to claim that the Jammu

. in issuing reservation certificates in Jammu and region dominated certificate issuances in nearly all
Agamst Kashmir and alleged the entire concept of reservation categories from April 1,2023.

in the Union Territory was "rigged" against Kashmir. "The data shows a vast regional | More on P6

Kashmir: Lone

Wet Spell Ends Rainfall

Deficit In J&K
Weather To Improve From Today MeT

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Kashmir continued to
experience intermittent rain-
fall and snowfall for the fourth
consecutive day on Saturday,
significantly recharging water
bodies across the region. The
water level in the Jhelum River
surged past 6 feet, a sharp con-
trast to last month’s -1.01 feet.
According to details, heavy
snowfall was recorded in the
upper reaches of Shopian, while

Pulwama and other districts in
South Kashmir received mod-
erate snowfall since morning.
Higher-altitude areas, including
the popular | More on P6

J&K Unemployment
Drops to 6.1%: Gowvt

Observer News Service

Jammu: Unemployment rate
in Jammu and Kashmir de-
clined from 6.7 per cent in
2019-20 to 6.1 per cent in
2023-24, J&K government
said on Saturday, highlight-
ing the various steps taken
in this regard, including the
generation of 9.58 lakh liveli-
hood opportunities through
various schemes.

This improvement is also
reflected on the labour force
participation rate (LFPR) and
workers  population  ratio

(WPR), which rose to 64.3 per
cent and 60.4 per cent, respec-
tively, in 2023-24, showcasing
the enhanced employment
opportunities and econom-
ic activities in the Union
Territory, J-K minister Javed
Ahmad Dar | More on P6
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‘Scrub Typhus Could Be Under-Recognised
Leading Cause Of Hospitalisation For Fever In India’

Press Trust Of India

ffecting around a tenth of rural
populations in India every year, ‘scrub
typhus’ infection, spread by the bite of
an infected larval mite (chigger), could
be an “under-recognised” leading cause of hos-
pitalisations for fever, a study has suggested.
The study, conducted by the Christian Medical
College, Vellore, and London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), looked at over
32,000 people from across 37 rural villages in
Tamil Nadu, with its results published in the
New England Journal of Medicine.
Chiggers are found on grass, plant litter and
bare soil across rural areas of Asia, and usu-
ally feed on small mammals such as rats and
shrews.

Scrub typhus is caused by the bacterium
‘Orientia tsutsugamushi’, which belongs to

the rickettsia family. Severe illness due to the
infection can lead to Acute Respiratory Distress
Syndrome (ARDS), shock, meningitis and
kidney failure.

Rural areas in India are among the most
affected by the potentially life-threatening
infection, along with those of southeast Asia,
Indonesia, China, Japan.

“Infections typically occur between August
and February,” Wolf-Peter Schmidt, principal
investigator of the study and clinical assistant
professor at LSHTM, said.

Symptoms, such as fever, headache, body aches
and rash, usually begin around 10 days after
infection, he said.

Lead author Carol Devamani, from the
Christian Medical College Vellore, said,

“After COVID-19, scrub typhus was the
most important cause of fever in our study,
accounting for almost 30 per cent of fever
hospitalisations.”

“Despite cases being very common and treat-
able, scrub typhus is often overlooked as a
possible cause when patients present with a
fever. Diagnostic tests are available at major
hospitals but not in the community,” Deva-
mani said.

For the study, blood samples of people who
reported fever were collected every six to
eight weeks from August 2020 to July 2022.
The samples were then tested for scrub typhus
infection.

Among those infected, 8 to 15 per cent of the
people, developed fever which often required
hospitalisation and intensive care due to the
severe infection.

“Over a period of two years, we found a high
incidence of asymptomatic and symptomatic
infection, with some people getting infected
twice in as many years. It is not clear why
some infections become severe or even life-
threatening,” Schmidt said.

While five cases in our study population
died of scrub typhus, it did not record any
deaths from malaria, dengue or typhoid
fever which are usually thought of as the
main causes of severe fever in India, the
author added.

Devamani said that communities need to be
informed about the possible dangers of scrub
typhus infection, along with improve diagnos-
tic capabilities for timely treatment.

“Only by doing so will we reduce the num-
ber of unnecessary hospitalisations and fatal
cases,” the lead author said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Nooripora Pattan.

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public
that I, Showkat Ahmad Malik, S/0 Mohammad Ishaq Malik, R/o
Nooripora (Malmoh), have established a Digital Rice Mill at

If any person has any objection in this regard, he/she may file

Scholarships This Week

Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents scholarships
available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir

the same in the office of the Naib Tehsildar, Goom Ahmadpora
within seven (7) days from the date of publication of this
notice. No objections shall be entertained after the expiry of

the said period.
Showkat Ahmad Malik
S/0 Mohammad Ishaq Malik

R/0 Nooripora (Malmoh) FKO

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR TANGMARG
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class TANGMARG /ASSISTANT
COLLECTOR 2nd class

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified that the applicant BASHIR AHMAD KHAN
S/0 GHULAM RASOOL KHAN R/0 SHIRPORA had applied for
the issuance of Birth certificate of his SON namely FARHAN
AHMAD KHAN The applicant intends to register the DOB of his
Son as per the school record whichis 05/09/2013

If anybody is having any objection/ clam regarding the same
he/she may approa the office of undersigned within a period of
seven (07) days from the date of publication of this notice or
else any such claim /objection shall not be entertainef

fko NAIB TEHSILDAR TANGMARG

Scholarship Name 1: IDRBT Summer
Internship Programme (ISIP) 2025

Description: IDRBT Summer Internship Programme (ISIP)
2025 is provided by the Institute for Development and
Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT). The internship

e Short Url: www.b4s.in/observer/FNMF1
QR Code: https://d2w711p59qKkliOr.cloudfront.net/
static/images/scho-media/2026-271741612435.png

Scholarship Name 3: Flipkart Foundation
Scholarship 2024-25

NOTICE

The name and DOB of my son in school recoreds has been
wrongly written as Arif Hussain Ganie And DOB 19-09-2016
while his correct name is Arif Ali Ganaie & DOB 05-03-2016
which needs to be corrected. If anybody has any objection

in this regard he/she may file them in the office of the GMS
Mullushulla within seven days. After that no objection shall be
entertained.

Ghulam Hussain Ganaie

F/o Arif Ali Ganaie msl

offers graduate and postgraduate students an opportu-
nity to carry out projects in technological field.

Eligibility:
in recognised post-graduate technology/management
programs or four-year engineering degree course in re-

year of studies are eligible.

Prizes & Rewards: A monthly stipend of
Last Date to Apply: 15-04-2025
Application mode: Via email: isip@idrbt.ac.in
Short Url: www.b4s.in/observer/IDSI1

QR Code: https://d2w711p59qklOr.cloudfront.net/static/
images/scho-media/20251741612487.png

12,500.

Scholarship Name 2: Fulbright-Nehru
Master's Fellowships 2026-27

Description: Fulbright-Nehru Master's Fellowships
Foundation (USIEF) to outstanding Indian students.
Candidates selected under this fellowship can pursue

a Master's degree program in selected US colleges and
universities in specified areas of study.

alent of US Bachelor's degree from a recognised Indian

Application is open to students enrolled

puted Indian institutions. Only those in their penultimate

2026-27 is offered by the United States-India Educational

Eligibility: Application is open to students with an equiv-

Description: Flipkart Group is committed to strengthen-
ing the retail sector including the Kirana Stores which
form a significant part. As part of our endeavour, the
Flipkart Foundation is supporting a scholarship for chil-
dren of Kirana Store Owners to make them future-ready.
This scholarship is dedicated to empowering children

of Kirana Store Owners enrolled in professional STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) undergraduate
programs.

Eligibility: Applicants must be currently studying in the
1st year of professional undergraduate STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math) courses at government
colleges in India.

One parent must be a Kirana Store Owner (KSO).
Applicants must have scored at least 60% in their Class 12
exams.

The annual family income should not exceed INR 5 lakh
from all sources.

university with at least 55% marks. Applicants should
have completed a four-year Bachelor's/Master's degree or
a full-time postgraduate diploma if the duration is of less
than 4 years. At least 3 years of full-time (paid) profes-

- : - - - Prizes & Rewards: Fixed scholarship of INR 50,000
sional work experience along with community service

; o . . Last Date to Apply: 16-04-2025
and leadership traits is desirable. »  Application mode: Online applications only
e Short Url: www.b4s.in/observer/FLIP1

. Prizes & Rewards: Funding support for tuition
and fees along with other benefits.

. Last Date to Apply: 14-05-2025

*  Application mode: Online applications only

QR Code: https://d2w711p59qKkliOr.cloudfront.net/
static/images/scho-media/flipkart-foundation-scholar-
ship-2024-251741170736.png

NOTICE

is hereby given to General Public that Muzamil Akhteris applying
for DC of 10th Class from Govt High School for Girls, Zadibal. In
case if anyone has some objection, please report it to Office of
Principal Govt High School for Girls Zadibal within 7 days.
Additionally, Miss Muzamil Akhter is also Applying for
Parentage Change from Muzamil Akhter D/o Abdul Rashid to
Muzamil Akhter D/o Ghulam Ahmad Khan.

Any Objection in this regards also should be reported to Office
of Principal Govt High School for Girls Zadibal within 7 days.
Applicant

Muzamil Akhter

D/0 Ghulam Ahmad Khan

Current R/o Illahi Bagh

EDIALINE

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 10TH Class Marks Card bearing Roll
No 391207, Regd No: 02BF3141015. Now | have ap-
plied for the duplicate of the same. If anybody has
any objection in this regard he/she may file them
in office of the Govt Girls High School Dawer within
seven days. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Rugaya Banoo
D/o Ab Aziz Nasiro
R/0 Markoot Gurez Bandipora

iko_r

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR
KALANTRA/ KREERI

Sub: Application of Irfan Ahmad Gojer Deader S/o Ghulam Qadir
Gojer Deader R/o Bandi Bala for the issuance of ST (SCHEDULE
TRIBE Gujjar and Bakerwal) in Favour of Spouse namely Shams

U Nisa.
NOTICE

Regarding the Subject cited above, the applicant has submit-
ted the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of
ST in favour of her spouse. In this connection, a report of pat-
wari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that the
applicant and applicant's spouse is currently residing in village
Bandi Bala and that the applicant belongs to the Deader Caste
and Gojer Community. The details of the family of the applicant
are as follows:

S.NONAME OF INDI-RELATIONAGE |0CCUPA -AnnualIncome
VIDUAL WITH APPLI- TION
CANT
1 Ghulam Qadir Gojer[Father 55 (Govt Em-3529728 =
Deader ployee (Thirty Five
alehka Begum  |Mother 54 |House Wife | akh, Twenty

3  |ReshmaBegum  |Grand Mother |86

Senior  Citi-Nine Thousand,

. en Seven Hundred

4 (rfan Ahmad GojerSelf 34 [Govt  EM-and Twenty

Deader ployee Eight)
5  [Firdous Ahmad Go-Brother 29  Student

jer Deader
6  [Shams U Nisa Spouse 29 |Govt Em-|

ployee

7 Tahira Qadir Sister 1 Student
8 |Arham Irfan GojerSon 01 Infant

Deader

Therefore, through this Public Notice, objections are being
sought from the general public. If any person has any objection,
he/she can submit their objections in the office of the under-
signed within 07 days (Seven days) positively from the date the
notice has been published.

No objection shall be entertained after the stipulated time
period.

fko Naib Tehsildar

Office Of Advocate Ishfag Rasool
And Associates

In the case of
1.Gh Rasool kuchey
2.Mohd Akbar Kuchey
Both Sons of Late Mohd Subhan Kuchey.
Both Residents of Tantraypora Palhallan
( Caveator)
V/s
Public at large

In the Petition in terms of Section 148-A

The caveators have reason to believe that Non-Caveator may
file any Application, Petition, Ap- peal, Suit or any other type of
proceeding before the Hon'ble Court and on the ground of dis-
torted facts/misrepresentation and cooked story and may seed
in obtaining some relief/order at their back/in exparte against
the caveators and in such eventuality the caveators will be
put in irrepa- rable loss and inconvenience. It would be proper
that caveators be given an opportunity of being heard by the
Hon'ble court before passing any order.

fko Sd/advocate

PUBLIC NOTICE

The parentage shown in my driving licence JK-
0520150050486 is: Mohd Qasim Shah S/o Mohd Subhan
which is incomplete and doesn't match with the complete
actual parentage as shown in Aadhaar card as; Mohd
Qasim Shah S/o Mohd Subhan Shah So, now when I need to
renew and update my driving licence | want to modify the
credentials appearing on the driving licence. In this regard if
anybody has any objection may submit to ARTO Sopore,
within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice after
which no objection shall be entertained.
Mohd Qasim Shah
S/0 Mohd Subhan Shah
R/o Bomai Zaingeer (Sopore)Baramulla
Driving licence No. JK-0520150050486
Date:- 15/03/25

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT DEGREE COLLEGE SOGAM

(NAAC Accredited B+ Grade]

Email-ID: gdcsogam.lolab@jk.gov.in
Website: www.gdcsogam.edu.in

Mobile: 9419029971
Ph/Fax: 019552332IT"

No: GDCS/2024-25/190 Dated: [10-03-2025
TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders affixed with revenue stamp worth Rs. 05/- are invited from the interested parties having good experience in prepara-
tion of dietary-items etc. (laid in the tender documents) for running the College Canteen for the academic session 2025-2026. The
tenders accompanied withCDR worth Rs. 3000/- (Rupees Three Thousand only) pledged to the Principal, Govt. Degree College, Sogam
should reach to the office of the undersigned during the office hours within seven (07) days after the publication of this notice. The
tenders shall be opened on next date in presence of the College Canteen Committee, and the tenderers who wish to be present. The
detailed list of items along with the terms and conditions for running the canteen can be had from the office of the undersigned during
all working days.

The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any tender/tenders without assigning anyreason thereof.

PRINCIPAL
DIPK-13086/24 GOVERNMENT DEGREE COLLEGE
DATED15-03-2025 SOGAM

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir
Tel:0194-2315378, Fax 0194-2479548, e-mail: ddtregl23@gmail.com

Subject: - Application for change in location of the excursion agency under the name and style “Shehr -E- Sada ” located at PNB
Natipora, Srinagar.
PUBLIC NOTICE.

Whereas, proprietor of the excursion agency “Shehr -E- Sada” located at PNB Natipora, Srinagar has approached this office for change
in location of his excursion agency from “PNB Natipora, Srinagar” to “Gulshan Nagar Nowgam Byepass Srinagar” as per Section 39 of
the J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/2011;

Whereas, the said excursion agency is registered with this department under the name and style “Shehr -E- Sada” in the name of Mr.
Obair Rashid Hazar S/o Abdul Rashid Hazar R/o Sheilteng, Haba Kadal, Srinagar bearing online registration No. JKEAOO000512 dated
01.01.2022 and the same is valid upto 31.12.2023;

Whereas, the applicant has submitted Rent deed (Notarized) dated: 21.10.2024 alongwith supportive affidavit dated 12.03.2025 duly
authenticated by 1st Class Judicial Magistrate, NOC from PNB Bank dated 28.10.2024, photocopy of Registration Certificate and af-
fidavit dated: 12.03.2025 for change in location duly authenticated by Ist Class Judicial Magistrate;

Now therefore, in exercise of powers conferred on me under section 39 of J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/2012,
before the request of the applicant for change in location of his Excursion Agency from “PNB Natipora, Srinagar” to “Gulshan Nagar
Nowgam Byepass Srinagar” is considered, the matter is hereby notified for information of General Public/Financial Institutions/
Banks/ Development Authorities/ PHE Department/ Electric Department that in case of any objection, the same should reach the of-
fice of undersigned within a period of 07 days from the date of publication of this notice. No objections beyond a period of 07 days will
be entertained and the request of the applicant will be considered under rules, after submission of requisite documents.

Sd/-

Assistant Director Tourism,
Registration
No: Reg/T/226/DTK/242
DIPK-13100/24

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURETHATTHE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING INTHE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVERTHE NEWSPAPERTAKES NO RESPONSIBILITYNORDOES IT
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Fate Of Lawaypora Trauma
Hospital Hangs In Balance

Agencies

Srinagar: Nearly 17 years af-
ter its sanctioning, the much-
hyped Lawaypora Trauma
Hospital remains non-func-
tional as a specialised trau-
ma care facility, with the
government now considering
converting it into a medical
accommodation facility or a
drug de-addiction and reha-
bilitation centre.

The issue resurfaced in
the ongoing budget session of
the Jammu & Kashmir Legis-
lative Assembly in Jammu,
when MLA Batamaloo Tariq
Hameed Karra tabled a ques-
tion on the status of the trau-
ma hospital Lawaypora.

In response, J&K’s Min-
ister in-charge, Health &
Medical Education Depart-
ment, admitted that while the
G+3 structure was completed
in 2014 at an estimated cost of
Rs. 641.00 lacs (with Rs. 541.00
lacs already spent), the facil-
ity never became operational
due to the unavailability of
specialised medical person-
nel and high-end equipment.

The response added that
the proposal for a trauma
hospital was not agreed/ap-
proved by the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India.

The government further
added that 108 ambulance
(Al5/Bl5) service was opera-
tional in the area to cater to
emergencies, particularly in
accident-prone zones.

The government has
now proposed repurposing
the building, suggesting two
possible uses: Residential
accommodation for doctors,
paramedics, and medical stu-
dents (DNB/PG/UG), ensur-
ing the presence of health-
care professionals in the
area. A drug de-addiction,
rehabilitation, and counsel-
ing centre, which could help
address the rising substance
abuse problem in Kashmir.

For now, the facility func-
tions as a New Type Primary
Health Centre (NTPHC), pro-
viding basic emergency sta-
bilisation, vaccination, ma-
ternal health services, and
minor injury care. However,
it lacks the neurosurgeons,
anesthetists, orthopedic spe-
cialists, and advanced trauma
care units required for a full-
fledged trauma centre.

The government de-
fended its decision, citing the
proximity of SKIMS JVC (8
km away) and GMC Srinagar
(10 km away) as adequate for
trauma and emergency care.

Reacting to the govern-
ment’s response, locals from
the area argue that convert-
ing the hospital into a hostel
or de-addiction centre is a be-
trayal of the original purpose,
as Lawaypora—an accident-
prone stretch of the national
highway—still lacks dedi-
cated trauma services. Many
question why crores were
spent on a structure never
utilised as intended. KNO

Director IIIM Inaugurates
Skill Development Program

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research-Indian Institute of
Integrative Medicine (CSIR-
IIIM) Jammu, in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of
Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME), in-
augurated a seven-day Ad-
vanced Entrepreneurship
Skill Development Program
(A-ESDP) on Saturday at its
IIIM Srinagar Branch. The
workshop, co-sponsored by
CSIR’s Integrated SKill Ini-
tiatives, aims to foster in-
novation and self-reliance
among farmers and youth
through training in medici-
nal plants, mushroom cul-
tivation, honey production,
and crop diversification.

The inaugural ceremony
was presided over by Dr.

Zabeer Ahmed, Director of
CSIR-IIIM  Jammu  spoke
about burgeoning culture of
agri-startups and entrepre-
neurship.He underscored the
program’s alignment with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and doubling farmers’
income. In his address, Dr.
Ahmed emphasized the trans-
formative potential of crop
diversification in agricul-
ture, citing IIIM’s pioneering
work in lavender cultivation
under the Aroma Mission.
“Lavender farming in Jammu
and Kashmir has become a
success story, empowering
farmers and boosting agri-
startups. Crop diversification
through medicinal and aro-
matic plants (MAPs) not only
enhances income but also
builds climate resilience and
sustainability,” he remarked.

KASHMIR OBSERVER
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Smart City Project Not To
Blame For Traffic Chaos: Govt

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Amid mounting concerns
over the implementation of the Smart
City Project in Srinagar, the Jammu
and Kashmir government on Saturday
categorically denied that the project has
exacerbated traffic congestion or cre-
ated bottlenecks in key areas of the city.

The clarification came in response
to a starred question raised by MLA
Zadibal Tanveer Sadiq, regarding the
severe traffic issues faced by residents
and the business community in Sri-
nagar, particularly in commercial hubs
like Lal Chowk and Jehangir Chowk.

In its reply, the government ac-
knowledged that traffic congestion
in Srinagar has been a persistent
issue, causing difficulties for daily
commuters, emergency service ve-
hicles, and businesses.

However, it firmly rejected the
claim that the narrowing of Maulana
Azad Road under the Smart City Proj-
ect has worsened the situation. "No
sir," the government stated, refuting
the allegation that the project has led
to chaos in key areas.

To address the ongoing traffic cri-
sis, the government revealed a propos-
al for the construction of a Vehicular
Overpass (VOP) bridge or flyover from
Convent School (Joggers Park) to M.A.
Link Road via Shenwari Road over the
Jhelum River is under examination by
the Public Works (R&B) Department.
This project is expected to provide both
immediate and long-term relief to the
city's traffic woes.

Additionally, the government
confirmed that a feasibility study for
constructing a parallel flyover along
Maulana Azad Road, extending from
Dalgate to Jehangir Chowk, has been

completed. The Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for this long-term solution is
currently under appraisal. If approved,
the flyover could significantly alleviate
traffic congestion in one of Srinagar's
busiest corridors.

Interestingly, on February 25 this
year, Tanvir had termed the Smart
City as "Smart City Failure". "We had
identified the flaws early on and even
organised a press conference to ad-
dress them. The project was rushed,
and the timeline provided for such ex-
tensive infrastructure projects, such as
roads and buildings, was unattainable.
Now, we are witnessing the conse-
quences as substandard construction
is being revealed. From the beginning,
we could discern the poor quality of
work in the Srinagar Smart City proj-
ect. Today, our apprehensions have
been validated," Tanvir told reporters
last month.

Wall Collapse At JLNM

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: A section of a boundary wall
at the parking area of JLNM Hospital
in Srinagar’s Rainawari collapsed on
Saturday, damaging multiple vehicles
and sparking concerns over the struc-
tural integrity of aging infrastructure.

According to eyewitnesses, the inci-
dent occurred due to continuous rainfall,
which had weakened the wall’s founda-
tion. “There was a sudden loud crash,
and within seconds, the wall crumbled,

Hospital Parking Leaves Vehicles Damaged

burying several parked vehicles under
debris,” said one hospital visitor.

The affected vehicle owners voiced
their anger, attributing the collapse to
poor maintenance and official negli-
gence. “This was a disaster waiting to
happen. Had someone been inside the
vehicles at that moment, the conse-
quences could have been tragic,” said
one of the car owners whose vehicle
was damaged.

Officials from the hospital admin-
istration and Srinagar Municipal Cor-

poration rushed to the site to assess
the damage. While no injuries were
reported, authorities have assured an
investigation into the incident. “We
will examine the cause of the collapse
and take necessary measures to pre-
vent such incidents in the future,” said
a hospital official.

With persistent rainfall weakening
old structures across Srinagar, residents
are urging authorities to conduct imme-
diate structural safety audits of vulner-
able buildings and walls in public spaces.
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Kashmer  COMPULSIVE DISORDER
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did | clean it enough?

I did wash my hand ...
but....

Wash it again? ¥
is it clean now? §f

HPVT |

a team nfcuﬂnis}u

- 8 WEEK FREE GROUP THERAPY ”

RECURRENT HANDWASHING AND CHECKING

UNSEEN PAIN
p,, distress
r H‘.M"

i collboration witl

—— ’ .
is initiating a Ceee 8 w t'c‘!ca'(_:ul_.:! Hieraps for 1he individuals

_suffegingavith OCD &
Hling 4 p;a holo Vlctﬂk\' leading
al ps_\'cimlu & K

consultar C

hﬂg‘f‘lqi and Sfi’,hm
associated with OCD

If you or some one you know is
, experiencing symptoms of OCD,
seeking professional help is
crucial,

You do not have to fight your
battles alone.

There is no need for referral ,
simply call us for registration.

Happy & Healihy minds Ofice, HPVT
Building (First Floor), Daresh  Kadal
Chowk. Srinagar

2 9070806160

oy r

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

=

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

. Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Jh

Mughal Road - (Closed)
Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

* PRAYERS
FAJR 5:18

HLURI ZUHR  12:40
CALENDAR | AsR 4:56
15 Ramazan Magrib  6:42

'| 446 ISHA 8:02

This Day In History

1527 - Battle of Khanua: Mughal Emperor Babur
defeats Rajput forcesled by Rana Sanga consolidating
Mughal power

1731 - Treaty of Vienna signed by Prince Eugene
of Savoy, Count Sinzendorf and Count Gundacker,
Thomas Stahremberg and the British envoy to
Vienna, Sir Thomas Robinson.
AssassinationAssassination of King Gustav Il

1862 - Battle at Pound Gap, Kentucky: Confederates
separate battles

1865 - Battle of Averasboro North Carolina (1,500
casualties)

1867 - First publication of an article by Joseph Lister
outlining the discovery of antiseptic surgery, in "The
Lancet"

1871 - 1st fertilizer law enacted

rediscovers the bronze age city of Knossos in Crete,
home of the legendary Minotaur

1917 - Russian Grand Duke Michael, brother of Tsar
Nicholas Il declines the Russian throne

1921 - Britain signs a trade agreement with the USSR
and sends a trade mission to Moscow: this goes
against the US, who in the same month refused to
sign a trade agreement

1922 - Egypt achieves independence from Britain, but
British troops remain

From KO Avchives

Vajpayee Is The
PrJ|me Minister

Observer News Service

rinagar- The soft spoken and moderate face of the right

wing Bhartiya Janata Party, Atal Behari Vajpayee is the

next prime minister of India. The president K Narayanan,

late tonight formally appointed Vajpayee as the prime
minister, after Congress president Sonia Gandhi expressed her
inability to stake claim to the power as the party didn't have the
requisite number to form a government on its own, though "in-
formal consultations" were going on with the like-minded parties.
However what seems to have prompted the president to invite Va-
jpayee to form the government was the statement made by United
Front leader and president of Tamil Manila Congress (TMC) GK
Moopanar, that the UF had "no role to play in the formation of the
government at the center" as the Congress decided against staking
the claim for the same.

"Right now OF has virtually no role" Moopanar told newsmen
after an hour long meeting of the OF leaders held at prime minister
I K Gujral's residence, 7, Race Curse Road.

The swearing in ceremony of Vajpayee led government is
scheduled to take place on Thursday, March, 19, the prime minis-
ter designate told reporters after his meeting with the president.
The president has asked Vajpayee to prove his majority within 10
days of being sworn in. Last time Vajpayee was given 13 days’ time
to prove his majority, which he failed to do and had to resign in a
huff. Vajpayee said he would consult his party colleagues and allies
on composition of his cabinet and its size.

The number of MPs supporting BJP led coalition comes to just
264, which is short of the half way mark in the house of 539. How-
ever when seen in the context of the decision taken by Telgu Desam
Party (TDP), to remain neutral when the heads will be counted, the
number of 264 does cross that limit required for a simple majority
for the BJP led coalition.

Meanwhile, in a volte-face, ATADMK and two of its allies today
decided to join a BJP-led coalition ministry at the Centre clearing
any last minute hitch which may come in the way of President K.R.
Nayaranan inviting A.B. Vajpayee to head the next government.

BJP prime ministerial candidate Vajpayee's special emissary
Jaswant Singh, who air dashed to Chennai successfully persuaded
ATADMK general secretary Jayalalitha to change her mind about
not joining the government and extending unconditional support
to the BJP.

Congress tonight "accepted" President K.R. Narayanan's deci-
sion to invite BJP leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee to form the govern-
ment but made it clear that it would attempt to defeat the coalition
during the confidence motion.

Asked to comment on the development, party spokesman V.N.
Gadgil said the president has gone by the text-book and as per Su-
preme Court judgement of inviting the single largest party to form
the government.

"We accept the president's decision. But we will try to defeat
the government during the confidence motion."

Meanwhile CPM has charged BJP with going to "any extent"
for the sake of power and said it would be difficult for BJP to run a
government with its allies laying down various conditions.

Reacting to ATADMK supremo Jayalalitha's decision to join a
BJP-led government, CPIM general secretary Harkishan Singh Sur-
jeet said "it is clear that BJP is going to any extent for grabbing power."

(Kashmir Observer, 16 March, 1998)
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If cleanliness
and respect are to be
the pillars upon which
we build a future of
dignity, then must
we not allow the
expressions of that
ethos to remain?
After all, how can we
claim to value our
heritage when the
very symbols of our
intent are scrubbed
away without
consideration?

Mahoor Haya Shah

hat’s wrong with saying

‘Don’t Litter,” ‘Don’t Uri-

nate,” or ‘Don’t Drink’ in

Public Places? Last month,
posters urging tourists to respect local
culture and tradition and avoid liquor
were removed in Kashmir, the Indian
Express reported.

Is it really too much to ask that we
respect the sanctity of public spaces?
Why does a simple plea to not pollute,
not defile, and not indulge in excess be-
come such a bone of contention? Every
locality across the globe has these basic
rules—preserving cleanliness, ensuring
respect & fostering communal living. In
fact, it's almost standard to ask people to
respect the spaces they enter, anywhere
in the world. Yet, in Kashmir, when
such modest requests appear on walls,
they vanish as quickly as they were
put up. Isn’t it ironic that something as
basic as cleanliness and respect should
provoke such heated responses? What

Can a Silenced

Poster Speak?

How a humble poster advising tourists on
public decency was swept away

are we even protecting if the simple plea
for respect and decency is treated as an
invasion of personal freedom?

In a city that has learned to speak
in hushed tones and murmurs, some-
times even the softest whisper can be
a clarion call. Here, amid the storied
avenues and resilient alleys of our
cherished homeland, a modest message
once hung—a quiet entreaty that urged
us to honor our shared space, to keep it
pristine in a world too often sullied by

carelessness. It was not a manifesto of
rebellion nor an outcry of defiance; it
was a simple, human reminder, a plea
for civility in the midst of chaos.

Yet today, that whisper has been si-
lenced. In an act as indifferent as it is
perplexing, the guardians of our pub-
lic order swept away that humble note
without ceremony or thought. And I
find myself asking, with a bitterness
that only truth can birth: if our collec-
tive goal is to safeguard one of the few

sanctuaries of cleanliness and beauty-
Kashmir, should we not champion the
very expressions that call us to honor
that duty?

Take, for instance, the area near
the Clock Tower in Lal Chowk—here,
every surface speaks of a desire to pre-
serve the inherent dignity of our public
spaces. And yet, even here, the relent-
less tide of neglect makes itself known.
Spittle and stray marks by tourists
have stained the pavement, a jarring re-

minder of the human indifference that
often undermines our best efforts. The
red hue of decay creeps in where gentle
admonition once reigned.

This simple message, now erased,
was more than just ink on paper. It was
a quiet covenant between a people and
their place—which bore testimony to a
communal desire for respect and clean-
liness. It was as unassuming as it was
essential, a mirror reflecting our own
responsibilities back at us. To see it re-
moved, without so much as a murmur
of protest, is to witness the erasure of
our right to self-expression, even in its
most unpretentious form.

And now, in the midst of moder-
nity's sterile march, a gentle reminder
of our values has been rendered mute
by the cold efficiency of bureaucratic
action. The irony is as pungent as the
spittle that now stains our beloved
streets—a stark, unwelcome contrast to
the order we so desperately seek.

What is it about these small tokens
of our cultural soul that makes their
removal so profoundly unsettling? Per-
haps it is that, in these brief lines, we
saw a glimpse of ourselves—flawed, ten-
der, and striving. They were not draped
in the pomp of grand declarations; they
were a humble, earnest call to maintain
a measure of decency.

I cannot help but wonder if, in our
quest to impose a sterile order on our
public spaces, we are inadvertently
silencing the very voice that calls for
mindful stewardship. If cleanliness and
respect are to be the pillars upon which
we build a future of dignity, then must
we not allow the expressions of that
ethos to remain? After all, how can we
claim to value our heritage when the
very symbols of our intent are scrubbed
away without consideration?

So, I ask you: in a land where every
red mark tells a story of neglect and ev-
ery erased word speaks of lost opportu-
nity, can we truly afford to silence these
small, but mighty, expressions of who
we are? Are we not, as custodians of this
fragile beauty, entitled to the right to
protect our own territory—to speak our
truth in whatever humble form it takes?

In the end, the act of erasing that
modest message is not merely an ad-
ministrative decision. It is a quiet, yet
profound, reminder of the delicate bal-
ance between order and expression.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer

The author is a columnist

Make No Mistake, Trump Is
Turning the US Into a Police State

JEFEREY C. ISAAC

merica, this republic, this democracy in
which we are, is a living thing which can-
not be contemplated or categorized, like the
image of a thing I can make . . . . It is not
and never will be perfect because the standard of per-
fection does not apply here. Dissent belongs to this
living mgtter as much as consent does. The limita-
tions on dissent are the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights and no one else. If you ‘try to make America
more American’ . . . you can only destroy it. Your
methods, finally, are the justified methods of the po-
lice, and only the police.” —Hannah Arendt, “The
Ex-Communists,” Commonweal (March 20, 1953).

Hannah Arendt, a German-Jewish immigrant,
wrote the above words at the high point of McCar-
thyism in 1950’s America. It took courage for her
to publish these words. For, as her biographer,
Elizabeth Young-Bruehl, reports: “The attorney
general of the democracy in which she was living
had made a speech three days earlier in which he
announced that 10,000 citizens were being inves-
tigated for denaturalization and 12,000 aliens for
deportation as ‘subversives.”

Indeed Arendt’s husband, Heinrich Blucher,
was a former communist who was especially vul-
nerable to the threats of the Attorney General, Al-
bert Brownell. As Blucher himself had written in
a letter to Arendt about Brownell’s revival of the
harsh McCarran-Walters Act: “The acceptance
without opposition of the dreadful new immigra-
tion bill has demoralized the best people here, so
much so that the forces of the Left, which never
really were put in motion, are stunned . . . It seems
that one can now deprive someone of citizenship
with a simple denunciation . . . And how soon
these ‘Born American’ people could become a
Master Race.”

That was then, and this is now.

Last weekend, U.S. Customs and Immigration
Enforcement (ICE) arrested Khalil Mahmoud, a
Columbia University graduate student, living in
campus housing, who has been one of the leaders
of the pro-Palestinian movement on campus. Mah-
moud is a Palestinian who was born in Syria, who
has been in the U.S. on a student visa, is current-
ly holding a green card, and is married to a U.S.
citizen. There is no evidence that he has ever en-
gaged in a violent act. He was apparently arrested
in accordance with the Trump Executive Order,
“Additional Measures to Combat Anti-Semitism,”
signed on January 29, 2025, and also in connection
with the recently announced State Department

“catch and revoke” policy, which employs Al tools
to locate, detain, and deport international stu-
dents considered to be pro-Palestinian and thus,
by definition, “anti-Semitic.”
This is not about Hamas or Palestine or Is-
rael or antisemitism. It is about the crack-
down on dissent. Period.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio quickly ac-
knowledged the action, announcing that “we
will be revoking the visas and/or green cards of
Hamas supporters in America so they can be de-
ported.” [It must be noted that a U.S. federal judge
has just ordered a temporary halt to Mahmoud’s
deportation. But it must be noted only parentheti-
cally, because the halt is only temporary, and
Mahmoud remains in ICE custody, and if there is
any domain where the Trump administration can

this arrest is simply deplorable. For Trump clear-
ly has no real interest in either Jews or Arabs,
and is quite content to disrespect the former while
trolling the latter, as he did on Elon Musk’s X,
posting “Shalom, Mahmoud” above a caption that
read: “ICE proudly apprehended and detained
Mahmoud Khalil, a Radical Foreign Pro-Hamas
Student on the campus of @Columbia University.
This is the first arrest of many to come.” Trump
followed up with an even more threatening Truth
Social post:
We know there are more students at Co-
lumbia and other Universities across the
Country who have engaged in pro-terrorist,
anti-Semitic, anti-American activity, and
the Trump Administration will not tolerate
it. Many are not students, they are paid agi-

At the same time, what we are now experiencing is more than an attack on academic freedom and
university autonomy. It is nothing less than a wholesale assault on constitutional democracy itself, by an authoritarian
administration determined to “Make America Great Again,” the Constitution, and democracy, be damned

be relied upon to stick to its metaphorical—and
actual—guns, it is this one.]

The arrest of Khalil is a major escalation in a
“New Campus McCarthyism” that has beset U.S.
higher education for at least the past two years.
It follows hard on the Trump administration’s
cancellation of over $400 million in Columbia
University grants and contracts, and preceded by
one day Tuesday’s announcement that the U.S.
Department of Education has sent letters to 60
universities “under investigation for antisemitic
discrimination and harassment.”

At the same time, what we are now experienc-
ing is more than an attack on academic freedom
and university autonomy. It is nothing less than
a wholesale assault on constitutional democracy
itself, by an authoritarian administration deter-
mined to “Make America Great Again,” the Con-
stitution, and democracy, be damned. The arrest
and detention of Mahmoud Khalil is a blatant
attack on the civil liberties without which there
can be no meaningful democracy for anyone. As
columnist Michelle Goldberg put it in the New
York Times, “This is The Greatest Threat to Free
Speech Since the Red Scare.”

That this arrest and the policy behind it is be-
ing justified by this administration-with its Nazi-
saluting “DOGE” head and neo-Nazi supporting
Vice President and “fine people on both sides”
President-as a defense of Jews is beyond cynical.
And that many Jewish leaders apparently support

tators. We will find, apprehend, and deport
these terrorist sympathizers from our coun-
try — never to return again. If you support
terrorism, including the slaughtering of
innocent men, women, and children, your
presence is contrary to our national and
foreign policy interests, and you are not wel-
come here. We expect every one of America’s
Colleges and Universities to comply.

But even more ominous was a statement
Trump posted last week:

All Federal Funding will STOP for any Col-
lege, School, or University that allows ille-
gal protests. Agitators will be imprisoned/
or permanently sent back to the country
from which they came. American students
will be permanently expelled or, depending
on the crime, arrested. NO MASKS! Thank
you for your attention to this matter.

This is not about Hamas or Palestine or Israel
or antisemitism.

It is about the crackdown on dissent. Period.
Foreign “agitators,” American “agitators,” it
makes no difference.

And while it involves the Education Depart-
ment’s financial intimidation and punishment of
universities, it also involves the coercive power of
the federal government—through Homeland Se-
curity, Justice, and even Defense—to arrest those
among us, regardless of their citizenship status,
who engage in “anti-American” behavior as de-

fined by Donald Trump, in other words, those who
oppose what Trump is doing.

This should surprise no one. For Trump prom-
ised exactly this, in pretty much every speech he
gave on the 2023-24 campaign trail, but never more
directly that in his too-easily forgotten 2023 Vet-
eran’s Day Speech:

We pledge to you that we will root out the
communists, Marxists, fascists and the
radical left thugs that live like vermin
within the confines of our country that lie
and steal and cheat on elections. They’ll do
anything, whether legally or illegally, to de-
stroy America and to destroy the American
Dream. . . the threat from outside forces is
far less sinister, dangerous and grave than
the threat from within. Our threat is from
within.

Trump is now doing what he promised. And
all too many Americans are either excited that he
is doing so or merely blasé about their president’s
proud decision to literally take a torch to the U.S.
Constitution.

Martin Niemoller’s famous saying has been
quoted so many times that it is a veritable cliché.
All the same, the sentiment it expressed is as true
now as it ever was, and it is especially appropriate
to note that it is featured on the website of the U.S.
Holocaust Museum:

First they came for the socialists, and I did
not speak out—because I was not a socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and
I did not speak out—because I was not a
trade unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not
speak out—Dbecause I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me—and there was no
one left to speak for me.

The arrest of Khalil Mahmoud is an offense
to every citizen of the United States, and it sets a
precedent that endangers us all.

Trump is turning the United States into a po-
lice state.

Are the tattered and tarnished instrumentalities
of democracy still at our disposal sufficient to prevent
him from succeeding? And if we do not exercise them
now, how much longer will they even persist?

Our dark time is getting darker by the day.

Views expressed in the article are the

author’s own and do not necessarily

represent the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer.
The article was originally published by

Common Dreams and is being reproduced under a
Creative Commons 3.0 license
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Gowher Bhat

a farmer, a woman gather-

ing firewood. Somewhere on
the edge of the forest, in a vil-
lage where people live close to
the wild. A black bear, a leopard.
Someone doesn’t make it home.

In Kashmir, this is not a rare
event. It happens often enough
that people have learned to live
with fear. Parents tell their kids
to be home before dark. Farmers
move in groups, always looking
over their shoulders. A rustling
in the leaves means something. A
wrong turn in the orchard could
be the last.

The numbers tell a story. Be-
tween 2006 and now, 264 people
have died this way. 3,164 have
been injured. Some mauled, some
left with scars they will carry for-
ever. These numbers, recorded by
the wildlife department, don't say
everything. They don’t tell you
about the father who never came
back, the child who won't go out-
side anymore, the mother who
still wakes up screaming at night.
These numbers don’t include the
fear, the grief, the quiet funeral
gatherings where no one knows
what to say because everyone
knows it will happen again.

It starts with a scream. A child,

Wild animals are coming closer.
People are dying. But why?

Once, there was space for both—
people and animals. There were
forests that stretched far enough for
leopards to hunt, for bears to find
food. That space is disappearing.
Roads are being built. Houses are
going up. Trees are coming down.
Between 1990 and 2023, Kashmir
lost more than 10,000 hectares of
forest to development projects.
Every new road, every new settle-
ment pushes the wild closer to the
villages. A leopard doesn’t know
where the forest ends. A bear
doesn’t understand that this or-
chard is private property. They only
know hunger, and hunger leads
them to where the food is.

And food is everywhere. In
the villages, waste piles up near
homes. Leftover food, fruit peels,
half-eaten meals. The black bears
smell it. They come at night,

Man vs. Beast

Battle Without Borders

MAYBE THE REAL QUESTION ISN’'T HOW TO STOP ANIMAL ATTACKS. MAYBE THE QUESTION
IS—how much more land will we take before there’s nothing left? How many forests will we cut before
the last leopard, the last bear, has nowhere to go? How many more people have to die before we realize
this isn’t their fault?

sniffing, searching. In Anantnag,
in Baramulla, in Kupwara—ev-
erywhere near the forests—you
hear stories. Someone saw a
bear outside their door. Someone
else found a leopard under their
porch. The animals are learning.
They know where to look. In some
places, they have started to come
during the day.

It wasn't always like this. Older
generations remember a time
when leopards stayed deep in
the forests, when bears were a
rare sight. They speak about how
things have changed, how once
there were vast stretches of trees
between villages and the wild.

Now, the boundary is thin. Now,
the wild is at their doorstep.

The result? A woman goes to
collect firewood. She doesn't
come back. A boy is playing out-
side, near the fence. He doesn't
come back either. And when a
wild animal Kkills, the villagers
kill back. People gather. They
take whatever they have—sticks,
stones, fire. If they catch the ani-
mal, they beat it to death. If not,
they demand the government to
do something.

But what can the government
do? Wildlife officials come, tran-
quilizer guns ready. If they man-
age to capture the animal, they

take it deep into the forest, re-
lease it, and hope it doesn’t come
back. Sometimes, they relocate it
to Dachigam or some far-off place.
But leopards have long memories.
Bears follow their noses. They re-
turn. And then, someone else dies.

There’s another reason why
this is happening. The seasons
aren't what they used to be.
Winter doesn't come when it
should. Summers stretch longer.
The fruits that animals rely on
in the forest—wild berries, nuts,
and roots—aren't growing the
way they used to. A hungry bear
doesn’t wait. A starving leopard
doesn't hesitate. They come down

looking for food. And in that mo-
ment, a human life and an ani-
mal’s instinct cross paths.

It's not just in the remote vil-
lages anymore. The conflict is
reaching towns, cities. In 2023, a
leopard was spotted near a hospi-
tal in Srinagar. Another was seen
wandering through a university
campus. Videos spread on social
media—blurry images of a leop-
ard sprinting past a main road,
a bear climbing into someone’s
backyard. The warnings go out:
stay indoors, be careful, report
any sightings. But by then, it's al-
ready too late.

This is a war where no one

Representational Photo

wins. People are afraid. Animals
are Kkilled. Villagers bury their
dead. The forests grow quieter,
emptier. But the cycle continues.
What do we do? We can't kill
them all. We can't stop living ei-
ther. Some places have tried new
ideas. In some villages, people
use motion-sensor lights to scare
away animals. In others, waste is
stored properly, sealed off so that
animals don’t get used to human
food. Forests are being replanted,
but not fast enough. The govern-
ment offers compensation when
someone is attacked. But how
much is a life worth? Rs 3 lakh
for a death. Rs 1 lakh for an injury.
Does that bring someone back?
And then there is the other side.
The animals’ side. Conservationists
warn that killing wild animals is
not the answer. Leopards and bears
are protected species. If they disap-
pear, the balance of nature shifts.
The ecosystem suffers. When a
leopard is killed, the smaller ani-
mals it once hunted—monkeys,
wild boars—multiply rapidly, caus-
ing a different kind of damage.
When a bear is killed, it doesn't
just mean one less predator in the
forest. It means an orphaned cub
struggling to survive. It means a
species pushed closer to the brink.
The Forest Department is trying.
They build watchtowers. They set
up rapid response teams. They con-
duct awareness drives, telling villag-
ers what to do, how to react. Don’t
run. Don’t panic. Stand your ground.
But when a bear comes charging,
when a leopard lunges, does anyone
remember those instructions?
Maybe the real question isn’t
how to stop animal attacks.
Maybe the question is—how
much more land will we take
before there’s nothing left? How
many forests will we cut before
the last leopard, the last bear,
has nowhere to go? How many
more people have to die before
we realize this isn’t their fault?
And when that last tree falls,
when the last wild thing is gone—
will we finally understand? Or
will we just build more houses?

The author is an English
language instructor based out of’
Pulwama.

Practlcal Tlps to Safely Fast During Ramazan

Azra Chatur

e holy month of Ramazan is

I a special month of the year for

Muslims around the world.
This is a time when Muslims con-
nect more deeply with their reli-
gion, reflect on themselves, and
give back to their community.

There are different kinds of
Muslims and different tradi-
tions within the religion. When
it comes to Ramazan, fasting is a
ritual shared by nearly all.

Fasting during Ramazan in-
volves not eating food or drinking
water between sunrise and sunset
for the entire month.

Ramazan provides the reward
of self-growth and the opportu-
nity to learn more about our reli-
gion and ourselves. These spiritu-
al rewards require hard work and
dedication to praying, a commit-
ment to charity, and willpower
when fasting.

Muslims follow a calendar
based on the motion of the moon.
Every year, Ramazanfalls 15 days
earlier than the last. Depending
on where you live in the world,
the days may be short or long.

The month often begins with an
optimistic energy, and practitio-
ners may set many spiritual goals.
However, it can be easy to falter
as you try to maintain your health
while fasting and balancing your
regular day-to-day responsibilities.

Here are some practical tips and
tricks to support a safe, successful
fast during Ramazan.

Don’t skip your morning meal

There are only two opportuni-
ties to eat during Ramadan: in
the early morning before sunrise
(Suhoor) and after sunset in the
evening (Iftar).

The morning meal can be easy
to skip, as it’s difficult to have an
appetite so early in the morning.

However, Nazima Qureshi, RD,
MPH and author of The Healthy
Ramadan Guide, explains that
it's extremely important that you

The month often
begins with an
optimistic energy, and
practitioners may set
many spiritual goals.
However, it can be
easy to falter as you
try to maintain your
health while fasting
and balancing your
regular day-to-day
responsibilities

don’t skip this meal. The food
choices you make will affect your
energy throughout the day.

“A lot of times people will turn
to simple carbohydrates for the
morning meal,” says Qureshi. “But
simple carbohydrates will not
provide long-term energy.”

Instead, she recommends eat-
ing whole grains paired with
healthy fats and proteins as well
as fruits and veggies. These in-
clude dishes such as:

e Savory oatmeal

e Power pancakes

e Strawberry-chocolate over-
night oats

Hydration

Drinking water is vitally impor-
tant and has many health ben-
efits.

Not drinking enough water
can result in poor moodTrusted

Source and increased tired-
nessTrusted Source. This can af-
fect energy levels and memory-
Trusted Source.

Maintaining water intake can
also help manage chronic health
conditions and has a role in pre-
venting and treating headaches-
Trusted Source, migrainesTrusted
Source, kidney stonesTrusted
Source, and constipationTrusted
Source, as well as maintaining
blood pressureTrusted Source.

There’s also some evidence that
staying hydrated lowers appetite.
This is especially useful when you
can't eat for the entire day!

But how do you stay hydrated
when you can't drink water be-
tween sunrise and sunset?

Use the time before sunrise and
after sunset as an opportunity to
rehydrate and meet the recom-

mended water intake. Keep a water
bottle close throughout the night
and drink whenever possible.

It can also be helpful to pay at-
tention to the foods you're eat-
ing. While sweets during Rama-
dan can be very tempting, try to
choose foods with high water
content instead.

Qureshi recommends integrat-
ing water-filled fruits and veg-
etables into your evening meal,
such as:

Strawberries

Watermelon

Cantaloupe

Cucumbers

Zucchini

Bell Pepper

Tomatoes
If Ramadan falls during a
warmer season, dress cool and try
to avoid direct sun.

Be conscious of portions
Traditional foods are very im-
portant for Muslims, especially
during Ramadan.
[ love the traditional foods of-

fered at gatherings during special

religious holidays such as Eid and

Navroz. However, my family and

[ always try to be mindful of por-

tions, as our cultural foods can be

very oily and heavy. Even though
it tastes amazing, I feel exhausted
and tired the next day if I overdo it.

Ramadan isn’t a one-day event,
it's a month-long event.

While breaking the fast is a cel-
ebration, eating traditional foods
every evening may not be the best
idea. After a whole day of not eat-
ing and feeling hungry, overeating
is also common. This may lead
to morning tiredness and weight
gain over the month.

Qureshi recommends breaking
the fast by eating a date, some
fruit, and drinking some water. At
this point, she recommends paus-
ing and completing the evening
prayer before diving into any food.

“The natural sugars from the
fruit will allow your body to reg-
ister that you have had food. You
won't feel like you're starving,
and you're less likely to overeat,”
Qureshi explains.

For the evening meal, Qureshi
recommends using your plate as a
guide. Try to distribute your food
as follows:

e Vegetables or salad: Half a
plate.

e Carbohydrates: Quarter of
a plate. If you do choose to
eat refined carbohydrates, be
mindful to keep it to a mini-
mum.

e  Protein: Quarter of a plate.

Understand your health

Having a chronic medical con-
dition doesn’t mean that you
aren’t able to fast. It does mean
that it's essential to plan ahead
and make the necessary adjust-
ments, though.

Wasem Alsabbagh, BScPharm,
PhD, a licensed clinical pharmacist
and assistant professor at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, explains that
most medications can and should
be continued while fasting.

However, the time you take
them should be adjusted to fit the
fasting schedule of the evening
meal and morning meal.

“If fasting worsens the medical
condition, even after modifying
the medications’ schedule, patients
should not fast,” Alsabaggh says.

This includes critical illnesses
like those requiring hospitaliza-
tion, diabetes that requires con-
sistent supply of food and drink to
manage blood sugars, and certain
cancers.

People with common medical
conditions such as diabetes and
hypertension can still fast as long
as their conditions are stable and
controlled. However, they’ll need
to closely monitor blood sugars
and blood pressure, ensure ad-
equate hydration, and adjust the
timing of their medications.

Above all, Alsabaggh encourages
an open and communicative rela-
tionship with your healthcare pro-
fessional to ensure that it’s safe for
you to fast. You should also discuss
adjusting medications.

If fasting doesn’t align with
your health during Ramadan, not
to worry. Ramazan can still be
honored by making up fasting
days later or through charity.

The bottom line

Ramadan is a time for celebra-
tion and spiritual growth. It’s also
a challenging time as Muslims un-
dertake the trial of fasting for the
month.

Use these tips to stay energized
while fasting during the day and
enjoying cultural foods when the
sun goes down.

The author is BSc Pharm, is

a freelance writer based in
Edmonton, Canada. Passionate
about writing, she strives to use
her evidence-based pharmacy
knowledge to promote health
and wellness. The article

was originally published by
Healthline
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Staff Shortage At SKIMS
A Challenge: Govt

'Theatre Block, ENT Block At SMHS Under Construction'

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir
government on Saturday said
that the shortage of staff at
SKIMS Soura is a challenge as the
patient load at OPD and IPD is
increasing with each passing day.

Replying to the question of
MLA Tanvir Sadiq, Health and
Medical Education Department
Minister Sakina Itoo said that
the patient load at OPD and IPD
in SKIMS is increasing day by
day, however, the shortage of
staff is a challenge.

“In this regard the issue
has been raised with con-
cerned recruitment agen-
cies.  Furthermore = H&ME
Department recently notified
the recruitment rules 2025
pertaining to SKIMS have been
notified vide S.0 29 dated
23.01.2025 which will pave
way for promotion of staff in
different categories and will
cause further vacancies at

entry level,” she said.

Regarding SMHS, Sakina said
that the Government SMHS
Hospital witnesses 3500 pa-
tients on a daily basis in cau-
sality, OPD & IPD and it is
not a fact that the healthcare
Infrastructure is under severe
stress In Government Hospital
Srinagar.

“The healthcare infrastruc-
ture is the first priority of the
administration. Keeping in
view, the rise in patient in-
flow, different projects like
“Construction  of  Theatre
block” with project cost of Rs.
5024.74 Lacs, “30 Bedded ENT
Block” with project cost of Rs.
499.00 lacs is under construc-
tion alongwith up-gradation of
Medical causality with estimat-
ed cost of Rs. 299.85 lacs and
with a proposal for up-grada-
tion of Triage & Augmentation
of lifts,” she said.

“These projects will provide
further facilities like HD Waras

(18 Bed) pre-post-operative
wards (37) Drug /CSSD stores
(2 each) Blood Bank, Gas Bank
which will enhance the health-
care facilities in the said hospi-
tal,” she added.

Regarding JLNM Sakina said
that it is fact that the Hospital
has witnessed a sharp rise in
patient inflow, for which infra-
structure is being developed by
the H&ME Department, as one
G+4 additional block is under
process which shall be complet-
ed within short period of time
by the executive agency (JKHB).

“More over the CT scan has
been installed recently. As far
as the manpower is concerned
almost all the sanctioned
posts of Consultants, Medical
Officers are filled, but there
are some posts of Paramedics
lying vacant in this Hospital,
however such shortage is being
compensated by the manpow-
er provided under NHM,” she
added. (KNO)

Ministers Not Obligated To Reply
Zero Hour Questions: Speaker

Observer News Service

Jammu: During Zero Hour in
the ongoing Assembly session
of Jammu & Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, Speaker, Abdul Rahim
Rather, clarified that, as per es-
tablished rules, the Ministers
cannot be asked to provide im-
promptu responses to issues
raised by the MLAs without
prior notice.

He stated that without prior
intimation, the concerned
Ministers would be unable to
present their positions on such
matters.

The session witnessed sev-
eral pressing public issues be-
ing highlighted by the MLAs.

Dr. Narinder Singh Raina,
MLA RS Pura, sought House's
attention towards the notices
served to 39 shopkeepers
in Satwari for their reloca-
tion due to construction of
the Delhi-Amritsar-Katra
Expressway. He was joined by

MLAs Vikram Randhawa and
Sham Lal Sharma in demand-
ing withdrawal of the notices
until the affected shopkeepers
are rehabilitated as per gov-
ernment assurances.

Dr. Bharat Bhushan, MLA
Kathua, raised concerns over
increasing accidental deaths
in Kathua due to over speed-
ing dumpers carrying con-
struction material. He urged
that these vehicles should be
restricted from plying through
town's interiors to prevent fur-
ther loss of lives.

The issue of road block-
ages due to incessant rains and
snowfall was one of the major
issues brought up by MLAs
Sajad Shaheen, Javaid Mirchal
and Qaisar Jamsheed Lone.
They highlighted the plight of
residents in remote areas such
as MahuMangit, Gool, and Neel
in Banihal, as well as Machil
and Karnah in Kupwara district,
who are facing hardships due

to road closures. They urged
for immediate measures to re-
store connectivity to these hilly
regions. They also demanded
quality power supply to these
areas especially during sehri
and Iftar timings.

Senior Assembly member,
Ghulam Ahmad Mir demand-
ed an extension in the deadline
for those constructing houses
under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY) in remote
areas. He maintained that the
people whose land falls under
the Forest Rights Act (FRA) are
unable to meet the current
deadline of March 31, 2025,
and should be granted a sym-
pathetic extension, consider-
ing their tribal and economi-
cally weaker backgrounds.

MLA Bijbehara, Dr. Bashir
Veeri, called for initiating
the settlement of villages in
Anantnag to facilitate modern-
ization and updating of reve-
nue records. He also pressed for

immediate posting of Patwaris
in his constituency, as people
are facing difficulties in obtain-
ing revenue extracts necessary
for securing credit amid the
sowing season in the Valley.
Later, MLA Habbakadal,
Shamima Firdous, raised the
issue of electricity curtail-
ments to several consumers
in her area who failed to pay
fines being charged by the con-
cerned Department. She de-
manded sympathetic consid-
eration to their pleas in view of
the holy month of Ramadhan
and restoring their power con-
nections till they pay their bills.
MLA Chenani, Balwant Singh
Mankotia, also raised an issue
regarding a bridge declared
unsafe in his constituency due
to which one lakh popula-
tion is being affected. He de-
manded for release of funds
for undertaking the necessary
repairs so that the people of
vicinity would get relief.
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Omar Steps

Conference legislator Sajad Gani
Lone in the House.

The cabinet sub-committee headed
by Itoo with ministers Satish Sharma
and Javed Rana as its members was
constituted in December last year and
is going to submit its report to the
council of ministers headed by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah.

Member Parliament Syed Agha
Ruhullah Mehdi expressed shock at
the government’s reply in the assem-
bly. “I hope this line saying ‘no specific
timeline has been fixed for submitting
the report’ in the reply is some cleri-
cal error or some miscommunication
between the department and the Chief
Minister’s office@ CM J&K should clar-
ify this” Ruhullah wrote on X.

“If itis not, then it is a blatant lie and
betrayal with the students who raised
the issue with their elected govern-
ment and showed faith and trust in
the word and response given to them,”
he wrote further.

“There can't be a political catastro-
phe bigger than this when an elected
government deceives its people. |
didn’'t speak on this matter after the
students got the assurance from the
CM last time because I was expecting
the government to do its job in the giv-
en time as they had assured. But this
response has shocked me. I will not
sit quiet on this. I will pick the matter
from where I left it after the assurance
given to the students,” Ruhullah wrote.

“I hope the government gives some
clarity on this matter and assures us
that this reply is a result of some mis-
take not a deliberate blatant lie,” he
added

Reservation has become a major is-
sue in Jammu and Kashmir following
the Central government’s decision to
add more communities to the reserved
category and expand quotas in the UT
over the past five years. There are in-
creasing objections to the Centre’s
move to push the reservation quota to
70 per cent in Jammu and Kashmir.

“The Cabinet Sub Committee stands
constituted vide Government order
No. 2061- JKGAD of 2024, dated 10.12.
2024 to examine the grievances pro-
jected by a section of aspirants for
various posts regarding reservation
rules. However, no specific timeline
has been fixed for submitting the re-
port,” the minister said in response
to Lone, who had asked whether a six
months time period had been granted
to the panel to review the existing res-
ervation policy.

Itoo said that a total of 5,39,306
Scheduled Tribe population - 4,59,493
in Jammu division and 79,813 in
Kashmir division -- have obtained ST
certificates in the last two years ef-
fective from April 2023, while 67,112
certificates have been issued to sched-
uled caste population of Jammu region
during the same period.

The minister said 1,379 villages in
Jammu and 1,229 villages in Kashmir
have benefited under Reserved
Backward Area (RBA), while 551 vil-
lages of Jammu zone have benefited
under International Border category.
Similarly, 268 villages in Jammu and
16 in Kashmir have benefited under
Actual line of Control (ALC) category.

The government has also issued
27,420 certificates to the Economically
Weaker Section (EWS) in Jammu divi-
sion and 2,273 certificates to EWS in
Kashmir valley in the past two years,
effective from April 1, 2023.

Reservation System

disparity. It highlights stark regional
imbalances in the issuance of reser-
vation certificates across Jammu and
Kashmir. The findings are a shocker,”
the Handwara MLA said at a press
conference.

He said 100 per cent of the 67,112
Scheduled Caste (SC) certificates is-
sued in the Union Territory had exclu-
sively been in Jammu.

“The Scheduled Tribe (ST) catego-
ry showed Jammu issuing 4,59,493
certificates (85.3 per cent) while
Kashmir issued only 79,813 (14.7 per
cent). Similar imbalances exist for
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
-- 92.3 per cent in Jammu and 7.7 per
cent in Kashmir,” he said.

“For the Actual Line of Control, 94.3
per cent certificates have been issued
in Jammu and only 5.7 per cent in
Kashmir, and 100 per cent in Jammu
for International Border categories,”
he added.

Even in the Reserved Backward
Area category, Jammu led with 52.8
per cent of the certificates against
Kashmir’s 48.2 per cent, Lone alleged.

The Handwara MLA said these dis-
parities revealed a greater loss of quo-
tas to the Kashmiri-speaking popula-
tion than previously anticipated.

“The whole reservation concept is
rigged against the Kashmiri-speaking
population and against STs or EWS liv-
ing in Kashmir,” he said.

Lone claimed even ST populations
residing in Kashmir were disadvan-
taged, comprising only 15 per cent of
total applicants from the pool.

He criticised the committee estab-
lished by the Union Territory govern-
ment on December 10 to address these
grievances, saying it lacked a specific
timeline for submitting its report de-
spite previous indications of a six-
month deadline.

“The biggest perpetrators are the
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officers in Kashmir who do not issue
such certificates here but are issued
in Jammu. Is it a policy or are they do-
ing it on their own? I do not know,” he
said.

Asserting he was not against reser-
vation, Lone said he was against the
“murder of merit”.

“There is a reservation of 60 per cent.
But within that reservation is a much
bigger scam. It is a post-dated cheque
for disaster. Kashmiris not making it
to the KAS (Kashmir Administrative
Service) or other exams is not because
they are incompetent. It is the scourge
of reservation that is killing their com-
petence,” the People’s Conference
chief said.

“If, for example, 100 candidates ap-
pear in an exam, 60 seats are reserved.
Out of that, 50.78 seats are for Jammu
and 9.22 for Kashmir. So, before you
apply reservation, Kashmiris have al-
ready been crowded out,” he added.

He pinned the blame on all Jammu
and Kashmir governments, saying this
had silently carried on since 1989.

“Academically, it will take a century
to undo the damage,” he added.

Lone said the People’s Conference
would organise a seminar and invite
academics to deliberate on the issue.

Wet Spell Ends

ski destination Gulmarg and
Sonamarg, also witnessed snowfall for
the fourth straight day. Srinagar and
other lower regions, however, experi-
enced continuous rainfall throughout
the day.

As per official reports, Sadhna Top
and Razdan Top received 3 feet of
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snowfall, while Zojila and Sinthan
Top recorded 2.5 feet. Peer ki Gali,
Sonamarg, and Z Gali accumulated 2
feet of snow, whereas Gulmarg and
Doodhpatri saw 1 foot each.

The Meteorological Department
(MeT) had earlier issued a yellow alert
from March 13 to 15. The wet spell
has effectively addressed the region’s
rainfall deficit, which persisted from
December to February.

At Sangam station, the Jhelum River
was flowing above 6 feet, while at Ram
Munshi Bagh, the level was over 5 feet
by 6:00 PM. The Asham gauge record-
ed a water level of 2.40 feet. Several
smaller streams and nallahs also wit-
nessed rising water levels, nearing the
warning threshold. Vaishow Nallah in
Khudwani, for instance, was flowing
at 1591.121m—just 3 meters below the
alert level.

Other streams in the Valley also re-
corded a surge in water levels due to
the continued precipitation.

The MeT department has predicted
brief spells of light rain and snow in
some areas until Sunday morning,
with weather expected to improve
by the afternoon. Director MeT, Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmad, forecasted generally
dry conditions from March 17 to 25.

Authorities have issued an advisory
urging travelers, tourists, and trans-
porters to adhere to administrative
and traffic guidelines. Farmers have
been advised to halt agricultural ac-
tivities until March 16, while residents
have been warned to avoid avalanche-
prone and landslide-prone areas, as
mudslides and shooting stones are ex-
pected in vulnerable zones.

J&K Unemployment

told the Assembly on Saturday.

Replying to a question by National
Conference MLA Mubarak Gul, Dar
said on behalf of employment minister
Surinder Choudhary that the unem-
ployment rate did not increase drasti-
cally in Jammu and Kashmir since 2019.

Quoting ]-K’s 2025 Economic Survey
report, Dar said the unemployment
rate was 6.7 per cent in 2019-20,
which fell to 5.9 per cent in 2020-21,
5.2 per cent in 2021-22, 4.4 per cent in
2022-23, and 6.1 per cent in 2023-24.

“The steady decline in the unem-
ployment rate together with the in-
creases in LFPR and WPR reflects the
success of targeted policies and ini-
tiatives aimed at boosting the labour
market to sustain economic growth,
further reduce unemployment, and el-
evate the overall quality of life for J&K’
citizens,” Dar said.

Referring to the steps taken to boost
employment generation, Dar said
11,526 selections have been made by
the J-K Public Service Commission
and J-K Services Selection Board in the
past two years — 4,836 (1,141 by JKPSC
and 3695 by JKSSB) in 2023, and 6,690
(1,034 by JKPSC and 56,756 by JKSSB)
in 2024.

In the private sector, 45,688 un-
employed youth were provided jobs
in the industrial sector in 2022-23
(15,719) and 2023-24 (29,969), Dar
said.

In addition, 9.58 lakh self-employ-
ment opportunities were generated
through schemes such as ‘Mumkin’,
‘Tejaswanti’, Prime Minister’s
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Employment Generation Programme
(PMEGP) and Rural Employment
Generation Programme (REGP) in
the last four years, the minister said,
adding that 2,99,266 livelihood op-
portunities were created in 2021-
22, 2,83,664 in 2022-23, 2,38,675 in
2023-24 and 1,36,165 in 2024-25 up to
January this year.

Under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA), 3.01 crore person-
days were generated up to January
2025, providing employment to 8.07
lakh households, Dar said.

The minister said the govern-
ment has also taken major initiatives
with a focus on youth development,

entrepreneurship, and livelihood
generation.
The government has initiated

‘Mission Yuva' for self-employment
and entrepreneurship to identify, sup-
port, and empower five lakh potential
entrepreneurs through a structured
and tech-enabled approach, Dar said.

The key goals of this initiative are to
create over 1,37,000 new enterprises
across sectors and to generate 4.25
lakh employment opportunities over
the five-year programme, he added.

In the last four years, 246 job fairs
were organised in which 4,893 place-
ments were made by 2,760 companies,
besides recommending 6,640 candi-
dates for skill training, Dar said.

The government is also facilitating
self-employment opportunities to job
seekers through various line depart-
ments, the minister said, adding that it
has started imparting skill development
training across the Union Territory.
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Ayushman Cuts: J&K Pvt Hospitals Halt Free Services, Slash Staff

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Private hospitals
across Jammu and Kashmir
have suspended free medi-
cal services and initiated mass
layoffs after the government
removed four key surgical
procedures from the Ayush-
man Bharat health insurance
scheme. The decision, which
reserves surgeries like chole-

cystectomy,  appendectomy,
and haemorrhoidectomy for
government  hospitals, has

triggered a crisis, with private
healthcare providers warning
of unsustainable operations
and financial distress.

The government has re-
moved four surgeries from the
list for private hospitals and
restricted them to government-
run healthcare facilities.

The procedures include cho-
lecystectomy (removal of the
gallbladder), haemorrhoidecto-
my (haemorrhoid), sphincter-
otomy (fissure), and appendec-
tomy (appendix).

“In pursuance of the deci-
sions taken in the 8th & 9th
Governing Council meeting of
the State Health Agency, it has
been decided to implement sig-
nificant changes in the Health
Benefits Packages (HBP) 2.2
across all empanelled public
and private hospitals in the UT
of J&K,” reads the official order.

"The 10% additional package
price that was previously ap-
plied to private hospitals under
HBP 2.2 shall no longer be ap-
plicable. All packages for pri-
vate hospitals will be standard-
ized as per the base rates under
HBP 2.2." It reads.

"Sub-District Hospitals (SDH)
| Community Health Centres
(CHCs): Package rates shall
be set at 65% of HBP 2.2 rates.
District Hospitals, Government
Medical Colleges (GMCs), and
Private Hospitals: Package rates
shall remain at 100% of HBP 2.2
rates." It reads further.

"Sub-District Hospitals (SDH)
| Community Health Centres
(CHCs): Package rates shall

be set at 65% of HBP 2.2 rates.
District Hospitals, Government
Medical Colleges (GMCs), and
Private Hospitals: Package rates
shall remain at 100% of HBP 2.2
rates." It reads further.

PVT HOSPITALS SUSPEND ALL
FREE SERVICES

Meanwhile, reacting to the
order a Private Hospitals Asso-
ciation spokesperson said that
the decision of the Jammu and
Kashmir State Health Agency to
reduce package rates for pro-
cedures by 10% has put private
hospitals in a quandary. “This
move not only makes it chal-
lenging for us to continue pro-
viding services but also goes
against the vision of universal
health insurance, which aims to
provide comprehensive health-
care coverage to all residents of
Jammu and Kashmir,” he added.

"To make matters worse,
four surgical procedures have
now been reserved exclusively
for public hospitals, further
restricting the services private

hospitals can offer," he added.
"This decision, coupled with

the reservation of four surgical

procedures exclusively for

public hospitals, under—‘__ et —

mines our ability to -~
provide quality care
to our patients. /
Despite our com- |
mitment to serv- |
ing the commu- |
nity, the reduced

rates make it

unsustainable for
us to continue op-

man said.

"Moreover, our Rs 350 crore
are pending with the govern-
ment though the Chief Secre-
tary had stated that all the pre-
vious payments will be cleared
by the end of Dec 2024," he
added.

"Private hospitals provide
employment to about 10000
youth and by this decision
these institutions will be forced
to relieve the employees thus
creating more unemployed

Ayushman Bharat
LJTRIN

erations,” the spokes- =

youth," spokesperson added.

"As a result, private hospi-
tals are being forced to stop
providing services under
-~ Ayushman Bharat/SE-
.. HAT Scheme from
«+ March 15, 2025 to
. the public, which
. will  undoubt-
edly affect the
community  till
/ the government
/" doesn't reconsider
# its decision,” he
" added.

——" Meanwhile private

hospitals suspended all
services provided under Ay-
ushman scheme and decided
to terminate 50 percent of the
staff hired. Employees have
started receiving messages
from owners of private hos-
pitals and Dialysis Centres for
mass exit. "It is with a heavy
heart that we must inform you
the message traversed by your
employers who comprise the
association of an extremely
difficult decision that affects

all 11,230 employees working
across various private hospitals
and dialysis centers in Jammu
and Kashmir," reads one such
message.

“As you may be aware, the
government has decided to re-
move four critical procedures
from the approved list effective
March 15, 2025. These proce-
dures account for 70% of indoor
patient flow, making it impos-
sible for hospitals to sustain
operations. Additionally, pay-
ments have not been released,
and without financial support,
we regret to inform you that we
will not be able to pay salaries
going forward,” the message
reads.

"Due to these unforeseen
circumstances, we are left with
no choice but to initiate a mass
exit to 50% of the employees
working across different de-
partments of the hospitals and
dialysis centres across J&K. We
kindly request all employees to
serve a one-month notice pe-

"This is not a decision we take
lightly, and we deeply appreciate
your dedication and hard work
in serving countless patients
over the years especially the Ay-
ushman Bharat era. We under-
stand the impact this will have
on you and your families, and
we stand with you in this dif-
ficult time. We will do our best
to provide any necessary docu-
mentation or references to assist
you in transitioning to new op-
portunities,” it reads further.

"As they claim they have
made necessary arrangements
in public hospitals for the pa-
tients they surely have you all
in consideration and will adjust
you in their public hospitals as
well. We will be happy to serve
you the work experiences as
required. Thank you for your
unwavering commitment and
service. We hope that the au-
thorities reconsider their deci-
sion in the interest of patient
care and healthcare workers
across the region,” it reads. (in-

riod from today," it reads.

puts from KNO)

35,411 Cr Kashmir Flood Project
Stuck in Approval Limbo

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: More than a de-
cade after the devastating 2014
floods wreaked havoc in Kash-
mir, a crucial 25,411.54 crore
Comprehensive Flood Manage-
ment Plan remains partially
approved, with a major portion
of funding yet to be sanctioned.
This delay has sparked concerns
over the region's prepared-
ness against future flooding,
especially as experts warn of
increasing climate-induced di-
sasters.
Despite

repeated  assur-

ances, only Part-A of the proj-
ect—worth %1,684.6 crore—has
received in-principle approval,
while the much-needed Part-
B remains in limbo. This was
revealed in a government re-

mitigation measures incom-
plete.

With Phase I of the Jhelum
Flood Management Project
nearly finished—raising the
river's carrying capacity from
31,800 to 41,000 cusecs—Phase
II was expected to enhance it
further to 60,000 cusecs. But
without full project approval,
long-term flood protection re-
mains a distant goal.

2014-LIKE DISASTER COULD
STRIKE AGAIN

Experts have repeatedly
warned that Kashmir remains
highly vulnerable to floods. The
catastrophic 2014 deluge, which
left thousands homeless and
caused losses worth thousands
of crores, was a grim reminder
of the Valley’s fragile flood

sponse to a question by MLA
Gulmarg, Farooq Ahmad Shah,
in the Assembly.

According to official data, the
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
was submitted to the Depart-
ment of Water Resources, River
Development, and Ganga Reju-
venation (DoWR, RD&GR) under
the Ministry of Jal Shakti (Mo]S)
in January 2019. However, the
Central Water Commission
(CWC) recommended splitting
the project into two phases—
Part-A and Part-B—based on
available funds.

DELAYS, PARTIAL APPROVALS,
AND AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE
Following CW('s recommen-
dations, the State Administra-
tive Council (SAC) approved
Part-A in June 2019, directing
the department to explore fi-
nancing options for Part-B.
In July 2022, the government
gave a final nod to Part-A at a
revised cost of ¥1,623.43 crore.
However, there has been little
movement on securing funds
for Part-B, leaving critical flood

management system.

“Jhelum remains a ticking
time bomb. Until the Flood Spill
Channel (FSC) and Outfall Chan-
nel (OFC) expansion projects are
fully executed, a repeat of 2014
is always a possibility,” said a
senior hydrology expert.

While some bank protection
works and wetland conserva-
tion efforts have been initi-
ated, larger structural projects
continue to face bureaucratic
delays and funding hurdles. The
government recently received
the CWC’s final report in De-
cember 2024, but it remains un-
der examination.

WILL FUNDS COME BEFORE
THE NEXT FLOOD?

With erratic weather pat-
terns and rising water levels
posing an increasing threat,
flood mitigation efforts need
urgent acceleration. However,
unless the pending approvals
for Part-B are secured soon,
Kashmir may once again find it-
self unprepared when the next
major flood strikes.

Minor’s RAPE Case

Kulgam Court Sentences Youth

To 8 Years Jail

M Ahmad

SRINAGAR: A fast track court in
Kulgam has sentenced a youth
to eight years of rigorous im-
prisonment for minor’s rape.

Presiding Officer, Fast Track
Court/Additional District & Ses-
sions Judge Kulgam Parvaiz Igbal,
announced the sentence three
days after convicting Yawar Ah-
mad Bhagat for commission of
rape of the minor girl in 2018.

The court has acquitted two
accused namely Ghulam Mohi-
ud-din Bhagat and Shabir Ah-
mad Bhagat for offence under
section 363,109 RPC.

Convict Yawar Ahmad Bha-
gat, though was acquitted for
offence under section 363 RPC,
was held guilty for rape. Besides
sentencing him to undergo rig-
orous imprisonment of eight

years, the court imposed a fine
0f Rs.10,000 on him.

The court said that though
the relationship between the
minor girl and the convict was
‘consensual’ but once the girl is
minor i.e of the age of less than
18 years, her consent is incon-
sequential.

The court held that when FIR
was registered, the girl aged
17 years carried a pregnancy
of 36 weeks and the convict
disowned the paternity of the
child, leaving the girl lurching
for justice.

The court in sentencing order
however took due consider-
ation of the age of the convict
and his old aged parents depen-
dence as well as his future ca-
reer prospects and awarded the
minimum sentence provided
under section 376 RPC.
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A VEGETABLE VENDOR PUSHES his cart through heavy rains in Srinagar.
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HC Cancels MBBS Admission Over

Fraudulent EWS Certificate
Says Meritorious Candidates Cannot Be Arbitrarily Deprived Of Rightful Admission

M Ahmad

SRINAGAR: While “firmly”
upholding the principle that
meritorious candidates cannot
be arbitrarily deprived of their
rightful admission, the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh has
cancelled admission to MBBS
course of a candidate on the ba-
sis of "fraudulently” procured
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) certificate.

“..this Court firmly upholds
the principle that meritorious
candidates cannot be arbitrarily
deprived of their rightful admis-
sion, particularly in professional
courses, such as MBBS, where each
academic year is of paramount
importance,” said a bench of Jus-
tice Wasim Sadiq Nargal, adding,
“The denial of admission due to
an illegal or arbitrary administra-
tive action constitutes a violation
of Article 14 of the Constitution,
as it unfairly discriminates against
deserving candidates.”

While monetary compensation
may serve as an additional rem-
edy, the court said, it cannot be a
substitute for actual admission,
especially in cases where the can-
didate has approached the Court
in a timely manner and the denial
of admission has been established
to be unjust.

“Compensation may alleviate
some of the hardship suffered by
the candidate, but it does not re-
store their fundamental right to
education or rectify the academic
loss caused by the wrongful denial
of admission,” the court said while
deciding a plea filed by one Ansh
Mahajan who had contended that
the particular candidate, Mohd
Umar Farooq, registered himself
under the Resident of Backward
Area (RBA) category with the JK-
BOPEE NEET UG-2023 Counsel-
ing in the previous academic year
2023 and his name was reflected
in the Provisional Merit List (PML)
of NEET-UG-2023 of the candi-
dates issued by BOPEE. However
Anash stated in the plea that can-
didate secured his admission to
MBBS under EWS category by
submitting a false EWS certificate.

He also submitted that in
Jammu and Kashmir, the MBBS
cut-off for EWS Male candidates
was 404 marks. However, despite
scoring the same (404) cut-off
marks, he has not been selected
for the MBBS course but another

..THIS COURT

HOLDS THAT THE
CANCELLATION ORDER
PASSED BY THE
TEHSILDAR DATED
31.10.2024 assigning
COENt rEASONS..vvvvveseserenes
and the admission
procured by Mohd Umar
Farooq.....on the basis of
EWS certificate obtained
by fraud, concealment
and misrepresentation
and also by way of filing a
wrong affidavit, is hereby
cancelled,”

candidate named Basit Ahmad
Bhat, scoring the same respective
marks, i.e., 404, has been selected
for the MBBS course, as per the tie-
breaking policy of NEET-UG-2024.

“..this Court holds that the
cancellation order passed by the
Tehsildar dated 31.10.2024 assign-
ing cogent reasons................and
the admission procured by Mohd
Umar Farooq ...... on the basis of
EWS certificate obtained by fraud,
concealment and misrepresenta-
tion and also by way of filing a
wrong affidavit, is hereby can-
celled,” the court said. As a neces-
sary corollary, the court said, the
seat which will fall vacant has to
be offered expeditiously by JKBOP-
EE to the next candidate falling in
the order of merit after verifying
from the record and determining
the eligibility, suitability and will-
ingness of the candidate.

“Inthe event the next candidate
falling in the order of merit as per
the list prepared by BOPEE, is un-
willing to accept the offered seat
within a period of one week from
the date of such offer, the said seat
shall be offered to the next can-
didate in the order of merit,” the
court said, adding, “As per the ad-
mitted position of the parties, the
next eligible candidate in the mer-
it list is Mr. Basit Ahmad Bhat,” the
court said and directed the BOPEE

to admit the next meritorious can-
didate to the MBBS course in strict
adherence to the merit list pre-
pared by NEET-UG and the norms.

“Although the said candidate,
who is next in the order of merit,
has not approached this Court or
actively participated in the pres-
ent proceedings, the Court cannot
disregard the fundamental prin-
ciple that the merit list prepared
by NEET-(UG) must be upheld and
cannot be arbitrarily altered,” the
court said, adding, “The Hon'ble
Supreme Court has consistently
maintained that merit is of para-
mount importance in the admis-
sion process and must be given due
consideration during counseling.
Any deviation from the established
merit order would not only con-
travene settled legal principles but
also risk setting a precedent detri-
mental to the fairness and trans-
parency of the admission process.”

The court underscored that
merely because the candidate fall-
ing in merit has remained a pas-
sive observer in these proceedings
and has not actively pursued his
claim before this Court, does not
warrant placing him in a disad-
vantageous position.

“Denying him the seat solely
on this ground would lead to fur-
ther litigation, which would not
serve the interests of justice or
the meritorious candidates seek-
ing admission,” the court said,
adding, “Therefore, in the interest
of upholding the integrity of the
admission process and ensuring
that deserving candidates are not
unjustly deprived of their right-
ful opportunity, the Court directs
that the seat be first offered to said
candidate.” However, the court
said, in the event the candidate
(Mr. Basit Ahmad Bhat), falling in
the order of merit is unwilling to
accept the offered seat for any rea-
son, the same shall be allocated to
the next eligible candidate, who
as per the merit list prepared by
BOPEE is Ansh Mahajan.

Vehicle Count Doubles in J&K in
7 Years, Choking Roads

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The number of ve-
hicles on Jammu and Kashmir’s
roads has nearly doubled in the
past seven years, rising from
14.88 lakh in 2017 to 27.29 lakh
by December 2024, according
to official data.

Along with this surge, the Mo-
tor Vehicles Department gener-
ated Rs 697.84 crore in revenue
during the financial year 2024-
25 (ending December 2024),
against a target of 31,430 crore.
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Officials attribute the rise in vehicle
registrations toimproved road
infrastructure, increasing commercial
activities, and growing public demand

for better transport facilities across the

Union Territory.

In 2023-24, the department had
collected ?925.32 crore, surpass-
ing the 915 crore target.
Officials attribute the rise
in vehicle registrations to im-
proved road infrastructure, in-
creasing commercial activities,
and growing public demand
for better transport facilities
across the Union Territory.
However, this growth has also
intensified concerns over traffic
congestion and rising pollution,
particularly in urban areas.
Between April and December
2024 alone, 1.33 lakh new vehi-
cles were registered, 71,653 fresh
driving licenses issued, 54,052
licenses renewed, 9,997 new
fitness certificates granted, and
71,427 renewed. Additionally,

9,548 fresh route permits were
issued, with 18,408 renewed.

To address the mounting traf-
fic issues, the government has
introduced several measures,
including stricter driver train-
ing and vehicle fitness moni-
toring. It has also rolled out
fare control through the State
Transport Authority, launched
200 e-buses under the PM e-
Bus Sewa scheme (with 200
more approved), and expanded
the Public Bicycle Sharing (PBS)
system, which recorded 4.77

crore rides by March 2024.
Further improvements in-
clude the implementation of the
Intelligent Traffic Management
System (ITMS) for real-time
monitoring and e-challans, the
establishment of Inspection
and Certification Centres (ICC)
across J&K for vehicle fitness,
and the setting up of an Insti-
tute of Drivers Training and
Research (IDTR) in Jammu for
high-quality driver training.
Going forward, the admin-
istration aims to enhance the
transport sector by expanding
the Transport Subsidy Scheme,
upgrading RTO/ARTO offices,
and implementing a Public-Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) model for
improved transport services.

GULMARG FASHION SHOW

Court To Hear Case Against
Organizers On April 8

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A Srinagar court has
set for April 8 a hearing against the
organisers of a fashion show held
in Gulmarg during Ramzan over
allegations of obscenity and of
hurting religious sentiments.

Advocate Naveed Bukhtiyar
said, “Recently, an obscene fashion
show was organised in Gulmarg,
and there was public consump-
tion of alcohol. It hurt the religious
sentiments of the people... A social
activist approached and wanted to
file a case against the organisers.”

The court has reviewed the com-
plaint and, in accordance with the
law, scheduled a hearing for April 8,
2025. The accused have been noti-
fied and will be given an opportu-
nity to be heard before any action
is taken. The case is being pursued
under Sections 296 and 299 of BNS
and Section 50-A of the Jammu
and Kashmir Excise Act, 1958.

The show was held on March 7
in Gulmarg and triggered outrage
among the public and politicians.
Meanwhile, Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday admitted that the ho-
tel where the show was held be-
longs to his relatives.

He also said that such events are
not under the jurisdiction of the
J&K government, and they are not
in favour of holding such events.

“These things are not under the
jurisdiction of the elected govern-
ment. The basis for organising such
an event has not been shared with

us. On principle, we have never
been in favour of such decisions...
Yes, this hotel belongs to my rela-
tive; when have | disagreed with
this? My relative owns two hotels
here,” chief minister told reporters
in Gulmarg. “The Nedous and the
Highland Park. But I will not say
anything more than what I have
said in the (Jammu and Kashmir)
assembly,” Omar Abdullah said.

On whether the government
has taken any action over the or-
ganisers of the show, he said, “If
there has been any violation of law,
action would be taken.”

Speaking in the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly, the Chief Min-
ister said earlier, “A private party
was organised, a fashion show was
organized there. From what I saw,
it should not have been organised
at any time of the year, let alone
the month of Ramzan.”

Kashmir's top cleric, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, earlier urged the
government to take action, calling
the show “outrageous”.

“Outrageous! That In the holy
month of Ramzan an obscene fash-
ion show is organised in #Gulmarg,
pictures & videos from which have
gone viral sparking shock and an-
ger among people. How could it be
tolerated in the valley known for its
sufi, saint culture and the deeply re-
ligious outlook of its people? Those
involved should be immediately
held accountable. Such obscenity
in the name of tourism promotion
will not be tolerated in #Kashmir!,”
he posted on X on March 9.




SPORTS

K ASHMIR OBSERVER

SRINAGAR | SUNDAY | 16.03.2025

Rohit Could Stay On As Test Captain
But Opinions In BCCI Divided

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Champions Trophy tri-
umph has added to the aura of Rohit Shar-
ma and it won't be a surprise if he travels
to England as the leader of the pack even
though the selectors are yet to make a de-
cision on the Test tour starting June 20.

It is understood that a consensus has
not been reached on Rohit as an auto-
matic choice for captaincy. Jasprit Bum-
rah's fitness status is an issue and so does
the lack of a distinct leadership prospect
in the next line of young Indian players.

Rohit was under pressure to perform in
Dubai, as a 1-3 series defeat in Australia
accentuated his own poor form. But the
triumphant run in the UAE has certainly
given the skipper breathing space and el-
bow room.

But the question remains if the nation-
al selection committee will consider suc-

more challenging Test format, where the
returns have been modest of late.
The team suffered six hard-to-digest

cess in ODI format while deciding on the

defeats in the last World Test Champion-
ship cycle.

The new cycle for India will begin with
the England series, where the first Test
will be played at the Leeds.

the last Test in Sydney where he explained
that a team can't carry on with multiple
out of form batters.

"After Australia Tests, India haven't
played any Tests and hence there has been
no change in Test captaincy. Also Rohit
never said he doesn't want to play Tests,"
a BCCI source told PTI on the condition of
anonymity.

However, he added that the national
selection committee hasn't yet decided
on the England series.

"The selection committee gets a break
during IPL. Obviously with all matches
televised, they always don't need to trav-
el unless they have some specific strat-
egy or they want to watch a particular
player from up close,” the source added.

"So once IPL starts, the blueprint for
England series will be drawn at some
point. But (coach) Gautam Gambbhir's

"Technically, Rohit remains the Test cap-
tain. He voluntarily benched himself from

view point will have a lot of weightage,"
he added.

Don't Get Nervous, No Announcements:
Kohli Rubbishes Retirement

Press Trust of India

BENGALURU: Champion bat-
ter Virat Kohli on Saturday em-
phatically said he is not mulling
retirement at the moment as he
has been enjoying the game, and
the "competitive streak” inside
him is very much intact.

Kohli displayed the old spark
while playing an important
hand in India's recent Champi-
ons Trophy victory in Dubai, af-
ter which skipper Rohit Sharma
too dismissed the retirement
talks surrounding him.

"Don't get nervous. I'm not
making any announcements. As
of now everything is fine. I still
love playing the game,” Kohli
said during a talk session at the
RCB Innovation Lab.

Kohli said he no longer aspires to
achieve milestones, but he is play-
ing cricket for the "pure joy" of it.

"It's pretty much come down

to just the pure joy, enjoyment,
competitive streak, and love for
the game. And as long as that is
there I will continue to play. As

Rumours

[ said today I am not playing for
any achievement,” he said.

Kohli said that innate "competi-
tive streak” makes it tougher for a
sportsperson to find the right time
to move away from the game.

"You know the competitive
streak doesn't allow you to find
the answer (for the retirement
question). I had a very interest-
ing conversation about this with
Rahul Dravid. He said you always
have to stay in touch with yourself.

"Figure out where you are
placed in your life and the an-
swer is not that easy. You might
be going through a lean phase
and you feel like this is it. But it
might not be. But then when it
is time my competitive streak
would not allow me to accept it.
Maybe one more month.

"Maybe six more months. So
think it's a fine balance. At this
point of time in my life I feel
pretty happy,” he explained.

I Received Threats After 2021

T20 WC: Chakravarthy

Agencies

varthy has taken the cricket

world by storm with his match-
winning performances in the just-
concluded Champions Trophy.

The last minute entrant into
the Indian squad, the mystery
spinner took 9 wickets in just
three matches as he helped guide
India to the title win over New
Zealand on March 9.

Now, in an interview, the Tamil
Nadu spinner has recalled tough times
he endured after his dismal perfor-
mance at the 2021 T20 World Cup.

Following the team’s early exit
from the tournament, Chakravar-
thy said he received threatening
calls and thought it was the end
of his career.

"It was a very bad time for me.
[ fell into depression because I felt
I wasn’t doing justice even after
being selected for the World Cup.

Indian spinner Varun Chakra-

I regretted not taking a single
wicket in that tournament. Af-
ter that, I was out of the team for
three consecutive years. I felt that
a comeback was far more difficult
than my debut,’ he told Gobinath
on his YouTube channel.

'After the 2021 World Cup, I re-
ceived threat calls. People said,
'Don't come to India. If you try,
you won't be able to'. People ap-
proached my house and tracked me
down, and I sometimes had to hide.

"When I was returning from the
airport, some people followed me
on their bikes. It happens. I can
understand fans are emotional,
he added.
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Nitish Kumar Reddy To Join SRH
After Clearing Fitness Test

ll-rounder Nitish Kumar Reddy is all set to join
Sunrisers Hyderabad after recuperating from a side
strain that kept him on the sidelines since January.

PTI has learned that Nitish successfully completed
all the fitness test routines, including the yo-yo test,
at the BCCI Centre of Excellence here, and the physios
have given him a go-ahead.

The 21-year-old Andhra cricketer’s last appearance
for India was during the first T20I against England at
the Eden Gardens on January 22, but he did not bat or
bowl in that match.

Nitish trained at nets ahead of the second T20I at
Chennai, but was ruled out of that match and five-
match series with a side strain.

Nitish was retained by the Hyderabad outfit for Rs
6 crore ahead of last year's players’ auction after he
made 303 runs for them from 13 matches at a strike-
rate of 143.

Aus F1 GP: Norris Takes Pole In
Season-Opener, Hamilton 8th

McLaren‘s Lando Norris kept his cool on a swelter-
ing afternoon at Albert Park to take pole posi-
tion at the season-opening Australian Grand Prix on
Saturday as his teammate Oscar Piastri joined him on
the front row.

Defending champion Max Verstappen will start his
Red Bull car third on the grid ahead of fourth-placed
Mercedes driver George Russell but it was a disap-
pointing session for Ferrari with Charles Leclerc to
start seventh and Lewis Hamilton eighth.

Briton Norris lapped the lakeside circuit in one
minute, 15.096 seconds, 0.084 ahead of Melbourne na-
tive Piastri, who will hope to become Australia's first
home winner since the race joined F1's global calendar
in 1985.

Newcastle Aim To Break 70-Year
Drought Against Liverpool

Liverpool can win the first trophy of the Arne Slot era
in Sunday's League Cup final against a Newcastle
side desperate to end the club's 56-year wait for major
silverware. In the first final of the English domestic
season, runaway Premier League leaders Liverpool
head to Wembley aiming to erase the bitter taste of
their Champions League exit against Paris Saint-Ger-
main on Tuesday. The Reds were beaten 4-1 on penal-
ties by PSG in the last 16 second leg at Anfield.

It was a rare blow in what has been a successful first
season in charge for Slot, who arrived from Feyenoord
to succeed Jurgen Klopp last year.

Sitting 15 points clear at the top of the Premier League,
the Reds are within touching distance of a record-equal-
ling 20th English title and their first since 2020.

Dignified Farewell

Transforming Kashmir's Final Rides

In Kashmir, it is a painful irony that the departed, who leave behind a lifetime of earnings, are
often transported to their final resting place in load carriers — vehicles they would never have
used for commuting while alive. This stark contrast raises a profound question: shouldn’t every
soul be granted a dignified farewell, just as they lived with dignity? It is time to ensure that the
last journey of our loved ones reflects the respect and honor they deserve.
Since launching a dedicated funeral service in Islamabad in 2014, Mother Helpage now invites
you to donate generously to provide these services for Srinagar, Budgam, and Baramulla.

Donate Now!

+ Account Name: Mother Helpage

Ac Number: 0472010100001092

IFSC : JAKAOSAADIQ
Branch: Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd,
Sadigabad, Anantnag.

For queries call

Farooq A Ashai (Coordinator)
Ph: +91 788-9402837
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