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Ban On AAC,
JKIM Raised In
J&K Assembly

Khelo India Winter Games

Weather Shift Delays Skiing,
Artificial Snow To Be Used: CM

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Asserting that changing

ather patterms are emerging as
a challenge Chiel Minster Ommar
Abdullah on'wednesday sad that
artificial snow will be penerated
from this year (o ensure early ski-
ing at Culmarg,

Addressing the valedictory
function of the Afth edition
af Khelo India Winter Games

[ncreased Wine Shops InJ&K?
Reports False &
Baseless: Excise Dept

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The jammu and
Kashmir Excise Depariment
Wednesday strongly rebotted
the news being crculated on
vanous social meda platforms
regarding the increase in num-
ber of vemds (wWine Shops) in
[ammu & Kashmir, terming it as
fake and baseliess.

A communication issued by
the department in this regard

stated that "As per &K Excise
Policy for the year 2025-26
notihed vide 50 38 dated 15th
Febroary, 2025, 305 number
af vends (Wine Shops) were
put 1o e-auction on 15.02.2025
and after culmination of the
bhidding process, 271 vends got
atfotted through the e-auction
process {winch was canducted
Iy &K Bank) to the successful
H 1 bidders.and rest of 34 loca-
tions | More on P10

(KIWG) in North  Kashmir,

the Chief Minister said, o

“Unfortunately the weather No New hiet Minister Omar Abdullah
conditions are changing. There . = = v d Wednesday said no new liquor
was 3 time when the ski- the spowfall hardly ocours  occursin Febroary” LRII.II]I' endas vends were baing allotted by his

Dbserver News Service Kashmir-based two religio-
political parties for five years

ufder the Unlawful Activilies

Jammimia: Peoples Demaocralic

ing coorses n my childhood
wsed o bemn in December
and continue Gl March. Now,

in December and  [anuary
months, Howevar, the temper-
drures rise when the snowfall

He said, “We wall try o
generate artificial snmow from
December | More on P10

Allotted By

government and only earlier allotted
ones were auctioned. The chief minis-

M}" Govt: CM ter's remarks came after | More on P10

Party {FOP) on Wedne (Prevention} Act, 1967, dar T L e roore e i [

misgd the ssue of mmﬁﬁ In-a :ery] brief interven- I I““d 1—“““ ul 1 I h l‘h HPH"."- cl I 1“'“““" GOYt IdEﬂtlﬁES 625 ACTES Fﬂl‘ gﬂgii:lk:;rﬁi::l;m:ﬂ' I'}'

fwami Adon Committee  tion, PDP MLA - Waheed- .__8 * »

(AAC)andjammuandKashmir  ur- Rahman Para drew the ]&K To Seek Revision Industrial Estates In Kashmir '

ichad-uh Musimeen (KIM)  attention of the House to- f = d Proposes 1200 Actes For Jammu E;mm;lﬂeese |

iri the Assembly, wards the ban' of Mirwaiz OPOses L2 ACTES 'OT )8 rver News Service
The Centre on Teesday  Umar Faroog-led AAC and 0 Central Al 1

panned jammu and  Maulana | More on P10 Press Trust Of India identified for indusinial estates [ammu: (0 Purssant o Hule

Agencies Flood Recovery Project and in- Kashmir, while proposals 317 of the Rules of Procedure

- hydroeleciric  projects with [ammu; The jJammuand Kashmar - for 1207 have been submitted and Conduct of Business in

m m m By m c“ jammu: The fammu & Kashmir  the MHA. : | government has identified 625  for jammu. | the jammu and Kashmir
Covermament on  Wednesday “AS the component-wise | acres of land o s up indus- He further informed that a | Legislative Assemnibly,

lﬂ‘“ﬁﬂ'h‘ﬂlﬁlmm}ﬂtk said that they will ke up the  provision for  |helam-Tawi trial estates in different districts  total of 1,869 acres of land has Speaker, fammu and Kashmir
mt!hlﬂhﬂq with his govemn- 1550l of rewision of a few com-  Flood Recowvery Project and of the Kashmir division while a - been proposed for industrial Legistative Assemibly,

' ban on Mirwalz panents of ceniral assisfance  hydroelectric projects. has proposal for 1,207 acres of land - estates across jammao, and in Advecate Abdul  Rahim

hmmmmmnuﬁ
he was not in favour of such decisions. The Centre had on
Kashmir's influential

SUCH MATTERS ARE BEYOND the
elected government’s control”

for jammu & Kashmir with the
Umion Ministry of Home Affairs
at an appropriate stage.

changed, the same wall be
taken up with the Ministry of
Home Affaits al appropriate

has been submitted to the rev-
enue department for similar
Projecis in jammu.

the past two years, 591 acres
have been transferred for the
5aME Purpose in Kashmir,

Rather, Wednesday nominat-
ed the members of Business
Atfvisory Commitiee of which

In Fespanse (o a guestion  stage. “the minister. Deputy  Chiel  Minister The government has granted iz shall be the Chairman
of MLA Handwara Sajad Gani To @ question whether Surinder Choudhary informed 36 limestone mining leases, The nominated - mem-
Lone, minister in-charge  there has been redoCtion in the Legislative Atsembly while 24 gypsum mining leases, and bers inChodad Suml

Finance, Omar Abdullah sad
that they will take vp the
change 10 component-wise
provision Tor the jhelum Tawd

central assistance, the min-
ister =aid that owverall central
dssistance hias maintained a
steady level. | More on P10

responding to a guestion from
Bj's Rajiv jasrotia

He said thal around 625
kanal of fand has been

202 e-apctioned minor mineral
blocks, he said.

As many a5 '8 mimng leases
have been | More on P10

Kumar Sharma. Leader of
Opposition; All Mohammad
Sagar, MLA; Muobarik Cul,
MLA; | More on P10
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PUBLICNOTICE

I, Abdul Majeed Mir, 5//o Gh Mohd Mir R/o Lolipora, Tehsil Pattan,
wish to comect my son's date of birth in his school records: His
date of birth has been wrongly recorded and now | want to
correct it as per his Aadhaar reconds, which is 27-09-2 011
If anybody has any objection in this regard, he/she may file
the same in the office of Al-Noor Educational Trust, Pathallan
within seven (7) days from the date of this notice. After that,
no objection shall be entertained.

ko

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth...
PUBLIC NOTICE..

The registrar birth ED MC pattan has submitted a case file
pertaining to birth of Ziyan Fayaz S/o Fayaz Ahmad Ganaie
R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan disit baramulla with verified date
of hirth 03/01/2023 occumed &t S0H pattan in this connection
it any body having objection for issuance of said certificate he
may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection
shall be entertained..

5D
fio Naib Tehsildar Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Suh._ issuance of registration erder in respect of delayed birth.
Public Notice...

The registrar birth B0 MC pattan has submitted a case file
periaining to birth of Mehak Zainab D/o Ahmad Ali Malla R/o
Sonium with verfied date of birth 13/03/2022 oooummed at
S0H pattan in this connection if any body having objection for

Why Do Dogs Bark At Some & Not Others?

There's always a reason!

1. Dogs bark because they are experiencing
something new

It may sound strange, but dogs bark because they
are encountering new experiences. Some less

fricndly dogs will bark as soon as they meet strang-

ors because there are oo many new things about
that person for them: sach as a new scent, new be-
havior... For dogs, new things make them cautious
and are percefved as potential threats.

2. Certain traits make dogs bark more easily

In fact, there are some human traits that make dogs

more agitated:

*  When you wear accessories like a hooded hat
or sunglasses: This reduces the dog's ability to
abserve your face, making them feel threatened.

« |l you have a lot of facial hair.

= | you are tall and muscular, it can scare them.

= Your voice is too deep and lowd.

= You point your fingers or stare directly into the
dog's eyes.

« Yoo smoke in front of them. However, dogs are
not bothered by the smell of shampoo, per-
fume, or deedorant. ..

3. Dogs protect their owners

Dogs are loyal animals, and by nature, they value
their territory and tend o be highly protective of
their owners. They often act aggressively fowards
strangers to safcguard their owner.

4. Dogs can sense a person's character

A dog's ability to sec through a person's nature is

an impressive trait. Some studics suggest that dogs

can judge whether a person is trustworthy or not.
This is because dogs are keen observers. They will
watch and remember human actions for a long
time, especially how others treat their owner.

5. Due to past bad experiences

During their life with humans, some dogs may
carry negative memories. These memories form

their defensive instincts, Therefore, if you resemble
someone who cansed them a bad memory, the dog

will bark immediately.

6. How to prevent being bitten by a dog

Ta prevent being bitten by a dog, treat it kindly
when it's still a puppy. As the owner, you should
expose the dog to as many now SCOnES, noises, and
people as possible so that when it grows up, noth-
ing surprises it. Owners can also train their dogs
not to bark excessively when strangers come to the
house, and don't forget to reward them with their
favorite treats when they behave correctly.

Dogs are loyal animals, and by nature, they value their territory and tend to be highly protective
of their owners. They often act aggressively towards strangers to safeguard their owner.

OFFICE OF THENAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth-
PUBLIC NOTICE...

The registrar birth BOO Singapora has submmitted a case file
pertaining to birth of Sida Aarif D/o Aaif Ramzan Sofi Réo
Trikolbal Hanfiwera with verified date of hirth 240672022
ocourred &t home in this connection i any body having objec-
tion for issuance of sakd certificate he may contact to this office
within 04 days after that no objection shall be entertained.

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..
PUBLIC NOTICE..

The registrar birth E0 MC patian has submitted a case file
pertaining to birth of Mohammad Kiyan [bn Ovais 5/ Ovais
Rashid Bhat R/o Para Mohalla Pattan with verified date of
birth D&/0E/2021 occured at SDH pattan in this connection
it any body having objection for issuance of said certificate he
may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objec-
tion shall be entertained.

sD
Tho Naib Tehsildar Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub.. issuance of egistration omer in respect of delayed birth.
Public Motice..

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Hidayat Mehraj Do Mehraj Ud din Dar R
Tangpora Pattan Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with verified
date of birth THT1/2020 ocowmed at SDH patian in this connec-
tion if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate
he may comtact to this office within 04 days after that no ob-
jection shall be entertained.

SD
o Naib Tehsidar Pattan

ssuance of said cerfificate he may comtact to this office within &0

04 days atter that no objection shall be entertained... Tho Maib Tehsitdar Pattan
sD

fiko Maib Tehsildar Pattan

NOTICE

I, have changed my name from (0ld Name)
Faheem Muzaffar Matoo to (New Name)
Faheem Muzaffar Mattoo. In Future i will
be known as Faheem Muzaffar Mattoo. If
anybody is having objection, he/she may
contact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7
days. After 7 days no objection will be
accepted.

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

Sub _issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth.
Public Notice..

The registrar birth B0 MC pattan has submitted a case file
pertaining to birth of Mohammad Yarig Lone s/o Mudasir
Ahmad Lone Rfo Saloosa Kreen with verified date of birth
040772020 occurred at S0H pattan in this connection it any
body having objection for issuance of said certificate he may
contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection
zhall be entertained.

50

feo Mailr Tehsildar Pattan S i i

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION GANDERBAL

Email: exengineerl2@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, KPDCL lammu and Kashmir UT, e-Tenders {In Singte Cover System ) ane heseby invited from
Register suppliers/Ohwners of Pickup vehicies eniisted with Transport Depariment of UT of J&K. for “Hiring of x4 Pickuep vehicle for
restoration of power supply for 33KV Bandipora Gurez line for the finandal year 2025-26 in respect of STD Ganderbal

Important Datesand Events
e-NITMo__ |STO/GBL/22 of 2024-25, Dated: 12-03-2025]
ment can be downlpaded overh

The Standard Bidding Docu /Y iktenders.gov.in as per schedule given below:
A Date & Time of downloading of Standard  12-03-2025:16:00 Hours
i
B Clanfications stari date 13032025 10:00 Hours
L Clarifications end date Me03/2025: 16:00 Hours
1] te-Bid submission {start) date & time 13/03/2025: 10:00 Hours

I_Eutlnﬁ!.mufu—hu.’ndmfm. EMD and othor
ts in PDE/XLS)

03/04/2025: 15:00 Hours

ie-Hig
Online financial e-Bid opening date & time_04/04/2025:15:00 Hours
Venue of opening of technical & financial  [Office of The Executive Engineer STD Ganderbat

p=: cymim

iCost of o-Bid document

INR 500,00 {Rupees Five Hundred only ) Should be in Shape of Treasury
Challan in favor of Executive Engineer 5TD Ganderbal

140007=
Rs 7.0 lacs
Demanded
The tender docwment can be downloaded from websie jktenders, gov.in “Comgendum, if any, would appear only on the jktenders.gov.

in website. Sale of physical tender document is not applicable. Mo price shall be submitted offiine in 2ny form. Bidder can maodify his
Inéd before tast date of submission of online bid. After the last date of submission of oniine bid. no ciaim of bidder shall be entertained.

Mo: STOYGEL/ T/ 120-15 Executive Enginper,

DIPK-NB-3744/24 Dated- 12-03-2025 STD Ganderbal

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE. SRINAGAR

10-Karan Nagar, Srinagar Kashrnir, 190010
Phone No. 0194-2504119 Fax No 0194-2503115

{Academic Section)
Subiject: Selection of senior Residents on Academnic Arrangement Basis in various Disciplines of Government Medical college, Srinagar.

Reforonce: This office Advertisement No. 05 of 2024 Dated. 27-11-2024 and 01 OF 2025 Dated. 03-01-2025.

OFFICE ORDER NO: 207 -RA Of 2025.
DATED: T -03-2025.

Pursuant to the Motifications ksued vide this office No. 07-RA of 2024 Dated. 10-12-2024 and 01-RA of 2025 Dated. 04-02-2025and
on the basis of Satisfactory verification reports of Character & antecedents by ciminal investigation Department (CID), &K, the
following not In-service candidates are provisionally engaged as Senkor Resident{s) in the disciplines shown against each on academic
armangement basis under s.0. 364 of 2020 Dated. 27.11.2020 and Government order Mo. 383-JK {HME) of 2024 Dated. 20.06.2024, ini-
tially for a period of one year, which is extendable upto {03 ) years on basis of good performance to be certified by the concerned HOD: -

S NO | FJ;.-&.HHEDAIL!;:-_ allﬁmm | verification received vide Form No. & date
| | Arshid Rasoolwani__ et No.120092 Dated. 24-02-2025_
_|Dr. Asim Ahmad Dar mcﬂlm oom NO. 122818 Dated. 19-02-2025.

_.Dr. Aadil Najeed _|Radiation Oncolopy Fonm N0 122817 Dated. 25-02-2025
| |Dr.TaseerMehaj Transfusion Medicine No, 122827 0ated. 0B-03-2005

Theappoimiment of the above doctors is further subject to the following terms and conditions: -

L The selected candidates am supposed to submit thair joining report alongwith an affidavit(s) in the office of the under-
signed duly attested by the Judicial Magistrate to the effect that: -

a. They are not in-semvice candidates, the information if found wrong the selectees shall be punished under Hules which includes
confiscation of the Registration of the Docis.

b. They will not participate in any kind of strike during the penod of their tenure engagement, in the event thoy proceed on strike,

their tenure engagement shall be terminated without any notice as this service s covered under esma AcL.

. They shall remain disciplined during the whole tenure; any kind of misconduct shall make them labte for termination
without any prior notice.

d. They are nat involved in any criminal activity or there s no FIR pending or registered in any criminal department or
police statlon against them.

g. They shall not claim any expetience certificate, in case Lhey leave senjor Residency before completion at least of six
manths

. They will nat indulge in any private practice, in case they are found doing privale practice thelr appointment shall be
liable for termination without any notice.

2. The above doctors shall have (o execute an agreement with the institution on the prescribed format (Form A} with
regard Lo the various terms and conditions applicable during academic arrangement same can be downloaded from the
official website of Government Medical coliege, Srinagar.

3. The appointess are required Lo join within (21} days from the date of issuance of this order failing which the order
shall be deemed 1o have been cancelled.

&, The senior Residents appointed on an Academic Arrangement basks shall be pald as per s.0. 364 of 2020 Dated. 27-11-
2020.

5. The senior Residents appointed on Academic Armangement basis shall be entitled leaves as per the Government order
No. 451-JK (HME) of 2024 Dated, 0B.07.2024.

Principal/Dean
zovi. Medical College Srinagar
MNO: RA-MC/5ecl/SR/ 10068-72/MC
DIPK-12907/24  Dated:12-03-—-2025
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‘No Household In Zadibal
Without Safe Drinking Water

Observer News Service

SRINACAR: The gowern-
ment on Wednesday said

NIT Ranked Intop 1500
Globally In‘The World

2

PR 0194-2452092 2455883
PD0: 0194-2450213

2479488 2452232 2457155
CAPD: 180016070

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9519993745, 01998-266686

SMC HEALTH DFFICER: 9465403081
Amibuiance: Kashmer EMS Service: +51 94841 00200

that no household i Zadibal

e University Rankings 2025° -

without safe drinking water. SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 0194230331 x
Replying to the question of —

MLA Tanvir Sadig, Minister Observer News Service RAILWAYS

for jal Shakti said that nope SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259

af the howseholds in-Zadibal ] SRINACAR:  mational Institute ANANTNAG: 1932-228243

constifuency is without safe  Lake. The raw water at Plant of Technology (NIT) Srinagar has BARAMULLA: 0194102029

drinking water. undergoes series of freatmmernt been recognized in the prestigious - BUBHERA:01932-228243
“It is o mention here that  processes  which  include Times Higher Education (THE) - PAMPORE: 01933-294132

there are 9061 (approsc) reg-  aeration, coagulation, floc- World University Rankings 2025, - PATTAN: 01554-293507

istered water connectionsin  culation, filtration, pre & post MNIT Sninagar has secured 3 rank- OAZIGUND: 01951296153

Zfadibal Constituency as per chlonnation besides a special ing i the 1201-1500th category

the records. The said area Ireatment namely activated overalt and 1001-1250th in the £n- HIGHWAY STATUS

receives water supply from
rangil, alusteng and Nishat
Water Treaiment Plants.
Meanwhile in the linancal
year 2024-25, many impro-
visation works by way of

carbon chambers are there (o
take care of odouwr & color. The
plant is equipped with state
of the art [aboratory, conduct-
ing rigorous testing of water
samples collected on daily

FiNeering caiegory.

The rankings are based on a
Lﬂmprehenme evaluation of
uMmversities across five key per-
formance indicators: Teaching,
Research Enwircnment, Research

using the latest WUR 3.0 method-

ther enhancing our academic and

Director NIT Srinagar; Prof. Binod

Sgr-lammu highway - {Open)
Mughal Road - (Closed)
Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

laying and fitting of different  Dasis at consumer points & at Quality, Industry Engagement, and 3

dia pipes were executed for  the plant for various param- international Outiook. from 68,402 scholars worldwide.,  improve oor research output and " PR AYERS

improvement of water sup-  eters & all the parameters are NIT Stinagar’s scores in these A total of 411789 data points  academic excellence. We will con-

piy.” he said. _ within the permissible limits parameters reflect its continu-  were collected from 2,673 institu-  Ginue SETvINg towards greater in- FAIR 5:23

“The areas mentioned fall  set by the regulatory anthori- ous efforts toward academmic and  tions that submitted data for the  novation and global collaborations, ¥

within the scope of 4MCD  ties. The water supply from research excellence. The institute:  rankings. he added. H”RI _

Water treatment  Plant  the plamt is absolutely safe achieved a score of 26.1 in Teach- Speaking on this recogmition, MNpdal Officer, Institute ranking ZUHR 12: 41

Pokhribal, the raw water of for human consamption,” the ing, 12.8 in Research Epvironment,  Director NIT Sfinagar Prof. Binod  Dr. Vijay kumar and [ Harveer c ALEND AR

wihich is lifted from WNigeen  Mimnistersaid. 43 in Research Quuality, 184 in In-  Kanaufia in his message said this Singh Pali both appreciated the ef- ASR 4:56
dustry Engagement, and 25.8 in rtemarkable achievement under- forts and acfive participation of all .
1nterna{mr%.1t Clutlook, scores MIT Sninagar's commitment  Deans, Hol's, Hol's, facufty and 12 Ramazan Mﬂgﬂh 5.339

BJP Honours Bal I}uraskar The Times Higher Education to academic excellence, research non-faculty staff, and students ]4 46 ISHA 8:00
world University Rankings 2025  innovation, and global engage-  which led tothis great achievement. 2

AW&I'dE E Pkyaall Saj ad assessed 108 countries and regions  ment. We are committed to fur- He expressed their gratitude to

Observer MNews Service

SRINACAR: The Bharativa
[anata Party (BjP) |&K on
Wednesday felicitated Rash-
triya Bal Puraskar Awardee
Ayaan 53jad in a special cer-
emony held at 5-1, Church
Lane, Srinagar.

The event was graced by
Ashok  Koul, BP  Ceneral
Secretary J&K. and Ranjodh
Singh Malwa, B Minority
Morcha President, who hon-
ored Ayaan Sajad for his re-
markable achievements and
contributions.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ashok Koul lauded Ayaan
Sajad’s exceptional talent,
dedication, and contribu-
tions that earned him the

restigions  Hashtriya Bal
uraﬁfar Indias highest ci-
vilian award for children.
He emphasized that yvoung
achievers like Ayaan are an

inspiration for the youth of

Jammu and Kashmir, and

their success reflects the
immense patential 0 the
TeFIon.

Ranjodh Singh Malwa also
congratulated Ayaan and
his family, acknowledging
iis hard work, persever-
ance, and outstanding ac-
complishments. He assured
8|Ps continued support in
nurturing young talent and
promoting skill development
dmong youtl.

Ayaan Sajad  expressed
gratitude to the BjP leader-
ship especially the organis-
ers of BJP Minority Morcha
for the honor and pledeed
to continue working hard to
achieve greater heights. The
event concluded with warm
wishes for Ayaan’s bright fu-
fure and a commitment to
empowering young talents
in &K,

Div Com Chairs Meeting On
Repair Of Bridges

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In order to en-
sure smooth plying of traffic
following diversion due o
repairfconstruction of Cha-
napora and Tengpora bridg-
es, the Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir, Vijay Kumar
Bidmari  wirtually chaired a
meeting, here.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Chief
Engineer PW REB Central
kKashmir, 55P Traflic. City
Srinagar and Execotive En-
gineer Project Div. st REB
Srinagar, besides concerned
Officers.

The meeting discussed
threadbare measures (o di-
vert traffic following repair
construction of two bridges
viz. Chanapora brdese and
Tengpora bodge. It was
given out that the rraffic
shall be diverted through

two link toads, where the
R&B department has been
tasked to wndertake barri-
cading and install signages
[0 ensure smooth and hassle
free movement of traffic wll
Tepair/ construction work on
bridges is complered.

The Div Com directed REB
and Traffic departments to
work 0 coordination  for
smooth condoct of work for
its timely completion, and
start work right from today.

He further directed them
that the bridges should be
rompleted before the onset of
Shri Amarnathji Yatra, 2025

ology, which incorporates 18 cali-
brated performance indicators.
This year's rankings analyzed
over 134 million citations. from
16.5 million research publications

research standards to make MNIT
Srimagar a globally recognized in-
stitubion, he added.

Institute’s Registrar Prof Afik-
ui-Rehman said this achievement

across five key performance indicators: Teaching, Research Environment, Research
Quality, Industry Engagement, and International Outlook.

Kanaujia led administration for
their consistent support and en-
coufagement. “wWe are confident
that, in future we will improve our
rankings and recogmition of the In-

Traffic Chaos In Downtown Srinagar:
Nowhatta-Khanyar Route Remains
Choked Amid [ftar Rush

Syed Mohammad Burhan

SRINAGAR: The traffic situation in
downtown Srinagar has worsened
in recent weeks, with long snarls
becoming a daily ordeal, particularly
along the Mowhatta 1o Khanyar route
via the revered Nagshband Sahab
shrine, Commuters and shopkeepers
in the area are expressing frostra-
tion over the gridlock, which intensi-
fies during 1ftar hours, leaving many
stranded for long durations.

The stretch, already congested
due to narrow roads and heavy com-
mercial activity, 5eesan immense in-
flux of vehicles during Ramazan, as
people rush home (o break their fast.
The problem 15 compounded by hap-
harard parking, encroachments, and
a lack of adherence to traffic rules.

"Every evening, this entire road
turms imo a parking lot. There are
bikes, autos, and cars stuck bumper
to bumper. During iftar time, it's
even worse. People park anywhere
to By es*snnt:als making it impos-
sihle to mowe,” said Bashir Ahmad
Dar, a local shopkeeper in Nowhatia.

Commuters echo similar  senti-
ments, lamenting the time last in traf-
fic. "l left my workplace in Lal Chowk at
530 P, thinking | would reach home
in Khamyar in 20 minotes. instead, |

was stock in Mowhatta for haif an howr
The road was completely choked,” said
Irfan Hussain, 3 resident of Khanyar
Withongoing rainfall adding to the
chaos, many believe that authorities
need to take more Stringent mea-
sures [o ensure smooth wvehicular

movement, "The rain worsens the
situation, and with the absence of
traffic personnel at key intersections,
people drive recklessly, further de-
laying traffic;” noted Abdul Qayoom,
adriver who plies the route regularly,

Meanwhile, Speaking to Kashmr
Observer over phone, S5P Traffic
Srinagar, Muzaffar Ahmad Shah, ac-
knowled ged the growing congestion
in the old city, attributing it to mul-
tiple factors. "The E-.rer-inrreasing
number of vehicles, lack of parking

spaces, and poor traffic sense among
some drivers contribute significantly
to the problem, particularly in the
Mowhatta-kKhanyar bell,” he said.
However, Shah assured that efforts
weTe being made (o streamline traf-
fic movement. "We are deploying ad-
ditional personne! to regulate traffic,
especially during peak Iftar hours,
The recent jams have also been due
to rains and the increased movement
nf people during Ramazan. However,
wie are trying our level best o regu-
|ate the traffic.” he added.
Authorities have urged residents
to park responsibly and follow traf-
(i norms 1o ease congestion, while
dlso hinting at sfricter measufes to
control illegal parking and road en-
croachments in the coming days:
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This Day In History

and included survey responses reflects our sustained efforts to  stitute” he added. : gﬁu?zeﬁl;?;tle at Oosterweel: Spanish troops destroy
« 1560 - Batile of Jarmac, Count of Anjou defeats
THE RANKINGS ARE BASED ON A COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION of universities Huguenots

1531 - Battie at Tondibi; Moroccan army under Judar

defeats Sultan Askia Ishag |1 of Songhai

1865 - Confederate President Jefferson Davis signs bill
authorizing use of slaves as soldiers (US Civil War)

1881 - Alexander 1| of Russia is assassinated by members
of far-left temror group "Peopies Will' who throw a bomb

athim in the city of 5t Petersburg

1884 - Siege of Khartoum, Sudan begins by Mahdis

forces, lasts 10 months

1900 - British troops occupy Blosmfontsin, capital of the

Orange Free State (Boer War)

1811 - The Colonial-Born and Settfers Indian Association
is formed at @ meeting in Durban, South Africa, and has

at iks aim to fight the infamous 3 poll tax

1917 - Bulgaria and Serbia conciude an alfiance pact
ostensibly against Austria, but it secretly provides for a

possible war against Turkey

1918 - Trotsky gains control of the Red Army
1920 - After the German government is forced to cut its
army to 10,000 men, milkkary groups plot an unsuccassil

codp - a revolt ended by a general strike

1921 - Mongolia (formerly Outer Mongolia) declares

independence from China
1922
premieres in NYC

- George Bernard Shaw's "Back to Methusaleh ¥

1935 - Driving tests introduced in Great Britain

14938
annexed into Nazi Germany

-In a process known as Anschiuss, Austnia B

1938 - World News Roundup is broadcast for the first

time on CBS Radio in the United States.

1843 - Failed assassin athempt on Hitler during Smolensh-

Rastenburg flight
1363
refations

- Indonesia & Netherlands reinstate diplomatic

1564 - Turkey threatens Cyprus with armed attack

1960 - Apolio 9 returns to Earth
191 -
minicomputer

1973 - Syria adopts constitution

Digital Equipment Corp introduces PDP-11

1986 - Soyuz T-15 camies 2 cosmonauts to Soviet space

station Mir

1986 -Microsoft has its Initial public offering.
1989 - 27th shuttie. Discovery 8, launched, 1st woman to

do the countdown

1980 - FD& orders recall of all Chilean fruit in US
1991 - Saudi Arabia and fran say OPEC ol production

cuts will take effect April 1

1947 - Anearthguake registering 6.5 on the Richter scale

kilts over 500 in Erzincan, eastern Turkey.

1995 - Anti-fascist Kazakhstan ant-partiament fonms
1947 - India's Missionaries of Charity chooses Skster
Mirmala to succeed Mother Teresa as its leader

From KO Avchives

Musharraf Accepts
Cricket Invitation

SLAMABAD- Pakistani President Pervez Mush-

W= Bwwlddanh Bonay aw

I.Jrraf has accepted an offer to travel 1o India @
watch the cricket senes between the wo Coun-

PUBLIC NOTICE

aw ¥ & cnwmy ui'-.-uf-ui-':r = Il-"'l-**'! Teaslinmg 'rriis'rj k i F . M 4 i k .[I C-
. 1 T o B
| Tawheeda Akiitar Wi/ Danish Ahmad Mir R/o Nehalpora Tehsil “hemmT s it at il ot 1 ACEiawhick THalches e wowid

Pattan Baramulla intend o change the name of my son from
Salaa Danish {Incorrect) to New Name Mohammad Muortzza Mir
im fris Crate of birth cerficifate kiaving DOB as 15-10-3024 In this
regard if anvbody have any kind of objection he/she may file the

be atlenﬂjnﬁ.
It will be his first trip to india since a tense sumimit
meeting between the two countries in Agra in 2001.
"W are tooking at the schedule of the president,”
foreizn office spokesman jalil Abbas Jiam told foreign

I you or some one you know i

y mzparimncing aymptoms of OCD,
seoking professional
crucioal.

el s

You do not hows o fight your
GETTie s Elee,

zame with the concemed department within & period of 7 days news agency.
from the date of publication of this notice. Mo objection will be e e bt & i “N:j gsﬁmnds on the convenience of the president.”
ea .

entertained afterwards.
IMorammad Murtaza Mir §/o0 Danish Ahmad Mir
Mother's Name: Towheada Akhtar, DOB: 15-10-2024 2
R,/o Nehalpora Tehsil Patian Baramulla

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh told par-
liament he hoped the president and his famaly would
enjoy their visit,

(Kashmir Observer, 13 March. 2005)
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9 Indian Universities, Institutes
Among World's Top 50 In
Subject-Wise QS Rankings

Press Trust of India ﬂ.tﬂtﬂ!ﬂf?g
Indian
universities — 10 more
than last year - feature
533 times across this
year's rankings, marking
a 25.7 per cent increase
compared to the previous
edition. This includes 454
entries in individual
subjectsand 79
dppearances across the
five broad faculty areas

New Delhi: Nine Indian universi-
ties and imstitutioms are among
the world’z top o0 In @3 subject-
Wise rankings even 2t some of the
top inchimtions on the Hat imelad
ing three TITs, o M= andd Jawa-
hgrlgl Nehrn University saw-a
drop in their positione:

Appording o the 15th sdition of
the 5 World University Rank-
ings by Subjest annonncsd. on
Wednezday, India osleébrates 12
Lol posiiions across the subect
rankings and the broad facultyar-
eas; earned by nine msthrions.
Leadmy the way iz the Indisn
Sonoot of Afines (TSAL, Dhanbad,
woich ramks giobally - for
EngmesringAlinergl and Mining.
roaking it the country's highest-

Bangalore slipped to 40 from 52

IOT DMsdras (Perclepm  Engi-
neering} and Jawaharlal Nehra
University [JNT) (Development

Stxlies) continued o be among
wiorlds top 20 but their ranks also
dropped by a few spots

"A tots] of 79 Indian nniversities
- 1 more thaniast yesr—feature
o3 Tmes across th

ing=s, mariing

Techmol-
ogy {71} Bombay and Eharazpur
hzve been ranked 2t 28th and <5th
spot for Engineering-Mineral and
AMEning However, both insdn-
one have seen-a drop in their
pozidons.
OT Eelhi amd Bombsy which
shared the 4oth rank for Engi-
neering smd Technolooy hsve
improved their position tobag ine
26tk and 23th cpot, respective
The two Insotuticns have also Im-
proved their
ing-Flectrical and Elecironies 1o
nier the top o) List
Tmdtan Imstitute of Adsmassment
(I3I) Ahmedabad and Bangalore
continged 0 bDe among i
top 80 for Business and Manage-
et Stndies bot their ranking
hzc dropped sinee previons year.
Waile IE Ahmedabads ranking
dropped to X7 from 22 that of TIM

After DeepSeek, China
Launches Manus', New Al
Assistant: What It [s

its imtegration of knowledge and
practical application.

earsrank-

& 257 per tent

iries inindividnal subjectis and
79 appearances: goross the five
broad facnlty areas " @5-eaid n
a statement
In the Iarest edition of the §5 sub-
Ject-specific rapkings, Endiz has
the fifth ‘highest nomber of new
entries benind Ching, the US, the
UE smd Eorea, and rank= 131h for
the number of overall enfries.
"The high mumber of the new en-
iriez featired in fhe T
a eontinnztion of & trend of the
ooUniTy's growing higher edueg-
Hon ecosvstem, both in terms of
size and quality,” g5 added.

rank for Ensisesr-
rank for Eng

cEld's ; :
cings iz

oA poverfol new AT tooi
iz making waves in Chi-
ng foeliing hopes that it conld  Manms isa "sysiem that ean
replicate. the success of Deep-  Carry out fasks auicuomous-
Seek, which earliey this vearrat- Iy on behalf of user:™ said
tedthe global tech indnsory with  Manc] Harjanl. a research fel-
itz state-clibe-art chatbat
Mannzs; an Al agent generaiy
considered more advanced tham
a chathot, can do -everything
from analyzing the stock markst
to creaiing 4 personalized fravel
Handbook for z frip with simpnke
instructions from weers. itz web-
site zavE.

Here's what you. peed te ¥now
about Manas

Exclusive access

Rapid rise

Mangs was released Iastweek by
Chineze startup Butterfiy: Effect o
Imanow viral inroductory video  Studies (R
posied online, co-fonnder Yichap  "DeepSeskE and ChatGPT differ
‘Peak” Ji hailed it-as "the nexi  from Msmuws in that they provide
paradigm ¢f human-machine — responses to prompts from us-
horation and potentially @  ers through a chatsiyle inter.
glimpze into AGL" referencing face, whereas Mannps is able 1o
artificial general imdcHigedce execufs tasks-such as booking
that aims o think the way I tickets and =oriing through re-
mans da. zames,” he explained

Carrently And while DespSeek was guiet-
invitaton, v Iy developed behing the scenes
gained traction: with fe official  befors rising to prominence.
Dizeord server growing 1o more Manus: I=-taking a different
fhan 15 000 members. ronte -- limiting doeesz 10 an
Its pame comes from the Latin Invite-omly bets and fargeiing
mottsy “MMens et Manus", mean-  enterprise-level clisntz, one
ing "mind and kand" - apod 0 analysteaid.

z 3. Rajarat-

ol of Imtermational
=

Pakistan train attack

190 Passengers Rescued,
Killed As Op Continues In Balochistan

Press Trust of india

slzmabad: Secority forces Tes-
coed 19 passenperc from 3 hi-
jacked fraim. killing 30 Balooh
militants W Pakiztan's resive
Baloohizstan, gs they continued
battle “heaviiy-armed msurgents
for a second day on Wednesday:
The Jaffar Express, carrying some
400 passengers In mine coaches,
was going from Euetta to Pesha-
war when militants derailed It us-
ing explosives mwd hijacked it
The Baloch Liberation Army
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack on Tuesday when fhey zaid
they Eilled six scldiers. Howev-
£¥, there has been no confirma-
Gon from the Pakiztani anthor-
fiez om casualties.

The zecurity foroes, Including The
military and fromtier oo SIE
battiing the milifantc. who L
pontrol of the train near the MEOUN-
tainous ferrain of Gudaisr and
Firu Funri in-g toenel 160 Eiloms-
res from Gusita

The Balockistan government
spokesman, Shahid Rind, said the
opersiion wowld continge uniilall
[EssEnEers were rescued

Rind said =xira care was being
taken by the security forces be

canse of the I

AT Sltnaton

Ciffictals zaid that some of the mil-
Hantz wearing vest= loaded with
explosives had formed groups of
women -and chiidren and forced
them to-sit near them Due io the
presence of wornen and children
with the suicide bombers, iiie op-
erafion waz being conducted with
1 T oanmon, they added

A seouriy source said that 50 mi-
tanis had been killed =o far in the
ciean-up and rescue operation,
while 190 passengers have been
recoued. Around 30 people who
sustained mjuries had been snt
to hocpitals.
He said two
main engine ang eig
personnel were kElllsd during

drivers in the
sepurity

bt

irsi time the BLA or
any insurgent group in the Balo-
chiztsm provincee have resorisd
t0 hijacking a passenger rain,
althogl in the last vear, they
have stepped up their aftack
security furees, installations and
foreigners in differsnt pars of
the provinee

The serourity source said it was
10t ¥eL clear how many militante
were involved in the sitack. buot
some of them wereusing saiellite
pliohes 10 remain In tonch with
their handiers

30 Militants

The Palkistan Rallways have et up
an emergency deck at the Pechs-
war and guetts Ballway ztatigns
as fromtie relzives snd friend
iry 1o get some Information abont
thieir loved ones on the rain
Paltizian: Railways had resumed
frain zervices Peshavar from
Ghetta afber 3 2nsg of maore
than a month and &
The Pakistan medis sarlier re-
ported intense fring and explo-
sion near fhe tunnel, where the
militants hijacked the traim.

The Insurgenis claimed that Hey
freed women and children. How-
ever, thetr claim was comiested by
officials with Minisier o' State for
Imterior Talsl Chaudhry saying
the hostazes were rescned by the
sernrity forees

Dilgwar, a

distriot police officer in the area
where the rain was stopped. saxd
the secarity foroes had surround-
edthe area, bai there were reporiz

militants had tzken some
=n and children az Rostages.
were aromnd four 1o five

Tarig Mahimpod 3 zenior official
of Pechawar Raflway Stadon. said
that people should notpay hesd o

romonurs on soeist media

‘Do Whatsoever You Want': President Pezeshkian
Rejects Talks With US Under Threats

Apnecios

Tehram: Irgnizn Precident Masoud
Pecechkian hgs sharply rebuked
the Trmmp administration’s maad-
malist approach towsrd Ivan de-
claring that the Itlamic Republic
1z not Ukraine snd it will Bof Bego-
tiate with the United States under
ihreais or coeTrHon.

“We rmsr maintain reladiom.
ships with the woakl We donot
Tt i beestranped oy gustrel with
anvone. but tizat does 1ot mean we
Wil bow in mumilistion before any-
cne,” Peseshlidon staed dormg 3
miesting of the Iran Enfrerreneurs
Forom in Tehran oo Tuesday.

“TWe may die with honor, hut
vwewill never live in disgrase ™

Pezzshlian rejecied what he

e Dafat Lama’s saccessor will be
born putside China, the zpiritual
legder of Tibetan Buddhizmza
raizing the stakes
rover comirol af

thie Himnalayan regicn he fed more than 21x
dercades ago:

ibetans worldwide want the in-
sdrotion of the Dalal Lama to continue
after the 8%vear-0ld’s death, he writes

in “Woiee for the Voloeless”, which was
relgazed on Toesday.

Hehad previousiy said the line of
rpiritnal leaders might end with him His
book marks the first time thie Dalad Tooma has
specified that his successor would be bornin
the “free-world”, which ke desoribes az-out-
zide China He has previously zaidonly thas
fie conld reincarnate outside Tibel possibly

Lama writes.

LEATE]

“5ince the purpose of 4 rtemcarnation
is o carry onthe work of the predecessor,
ihe new Dalai Lama will be born in the free

atihe

then

Dalai Lama says his successor to
be born outside China

Drala: Lama —ihat iz; 10 be the voles for
universal compa
of Tibetan Buddhizm. smd the symbol of
Tibetembodying the aspirations of the
Tibe:an pecpie — will continue,” the Dalal

in India where he lives In exile. Tenzin Gratzo, the 1ith
23 Indiaw
Tibgtans in 1959 siter 3 failed npris

oog's Communists.

uie of Mao Jed

on, the spiritual leader

Daiai Tama: fled
thonsands of other

T FTaimst

En

E

drz Modi on Wedwn
e sacred wabers
ges, bronght
Mahakumbh, - into
Talao (Grand Baszin) at Port
Lionis in Manri

Thisact
ening of ties between: India and
Mauritius, a5 well a5 the sharing
of Indiz'z rich spirtteal heritage
with the wold The Prayagrs]
Mahskwmbh,
recenty. was a grand ceiebratiom
of unity and devotion, with mil-
hions of devotees gathering o take
a holy dip in the Ganges.

The Ganga Talao, a zdmred
take i Mauritius, Is an imporiant

characterited: ae ap oltimaoim
from Donald Tromp. referencing
3 letier reporiedly sent by the 15
zifent toIran
The lIetter demanded that
Tehran halt ifs nuclear and mis
s program: and take other
megEnres i exchange for sanc-
ficmz relied
“It &5 umaecepiable for some-
nE o come along and zay, ‘Dont

this: don't do that or elee’ I

I:I\I-I.
oo

w 5

PM Modi Offers Gangajal From Maha Kumbh
Into Grand Bassin In Mauritius

ort Louis: N a symbolic
gectare -of cultaral and
;pi:‘it‘.i,al commecion,
Brime MMintzier Naren-
sdzy mixed
f the Gam-
Prayagrsi
the Ganga

CHIE

itine:
vifies the strength-

oh oopclinded

pi

M A K E R 5

ind the gangajdl mto
Mddi reinforced the cultural and
ep.‘.'n:uai beonds between
Mduriting. The Ganga Talso ic

wop i coThe o negotiate with you
Go do whaisosver VoL want”
ezechiian sisted

He eriticized Truomp for dis-
respecting hi=s Ukrainian coun-
terpart, -Volodymyr Zelensky,
while prescuring him toagree o
3 deal with Russia

Tne Iranisn precident =said
Trumps oonduct in his: recent
mieering with Zefenskyat the White
House was uly shamefnl

“If mepniiations are conducisd
with dignity and bassd on mutusl
respect shd shared interests, we
will 21t dovn and talk” he szig
Bur the langrage of threars amd oo-
erciom it absoliiely imacospiable ™

The president nnderzcored
the imporianee of sirengthening
Iram’s private serfor-as a means
to counteract Western sanctlons.

UP Govt To Cover 10 Mosques In
Sambhal During Holi Celebrations

Press Trust OF India

Sambhal: In asimificant move, e
Utear Pradezh (TP} adminisiration
has-decided to cover tBn mosquss
in Sambhal during Holl celebra-
tioms on Friday. March 12 marks 5
rare sixiy-vear coincidence of the
festival of cofpurs and 2 Ravhazsn
Jummns Hlling together on ihe
zamie day.

Briefing the medis over the TP
adminisiraton’s preparedness,
Sambhkal SP. Shrish Chamdra
said thatthe dertsion was taken o

mainisin commmimal harmony and

celebtating their respecive fest-
vals with full gles and gaiety
A total of penoamosgues have Deen
tdentified which fall m the propos=d
roene of the 'Chasmat procescion. All
of them will be covered to prevent
v distrhansee or tencion betiveen
the T comrmmities, ' he sgid

L]

F

HE z2id fhar the decizion has heen
taken 1o oover those mosques. fom
wehere the 'Chaupal” processions {a
customary practice during Holfywill
oross Trough snd skso added that
this hins been & practios fior vears.

The conyventicnal rowme of the
Chaupal® procession during
Hioli “has been identifisd and fen

mosgoes along ihe route will be
oovered " he =a3d.

According io reparts, an agTes-
mient has sico been redched 1o atter
the dmings of the Friday pravets
and Chaupsi processions; 5o that
the two dont overlap each other.
The Friday mamaas (pravers) will
take piace cither before or after
the Holi procession. Also, omsid-
£re WonThave permiscion to enter
mosgue prenisss

Tiopal authorites amd TP Police
phtoisls have been given msinc-
tioms 1o maintsin siricr vigilanes
angd prevent any untommed  fmed-
dents from unfhiding on the day of
the fectival

The ten mosques whoich will &e
covered with tarpautin in Sambhal
during Holi celebrations. inciude
the Shafil Jama Masiid, Ladaniz
wali masjid, Thaane wali masjid
EE raat masjid Gardvara road
masjid. ol masjid, Hhaj wali

T

mazkd, Anzar wallmasjid and Gol
fnkaan wali mazjid

A pearce meeting was alzo 0rgan-
1zed &t the Sambhal police staborn
where the religions heads of the
w0 compnmities dizcussed. and
deliberated on ways © prevent any
ncident of communal swife, dur-
ing Holi celebrations and the Fri-
d&y namaas

'Will Throw Muslim MLAs Out Of
Bengal Assembly After BJP Wins'

Press Trust of India

Holksta, West Bengal Assembly
Speaker Biman Ban
on Tuesday directed the cooretary
of the Hodse nol 1o provide any

-
document reiated o s procesd-
ings 1o BIP legisiators.

ir Bandyopadhvay:= direchve
came after 3LAz of the zaffron
party  tore dormEnTs
in the assewnbly, 2= the Speaker
turned down their proposal o ad-
journ the Honss over alleped ak-
tacks on-tempies-In - different parts
of the =tats 'and staped a walkout
The Spesier 5isa rejected the BIP
legislaiors proposal of introduc-
ing 3 Bill related o protecting ohil-
dren'srights.

M Bandyopadhyay alleged that the
BJP MLAc have earlier formn
domoments of House procesdings in
the assembly while stamiss protests.
Tonotgive them (BJP ALAs) papers
(reiated i asseinbly proceedingz) " he
told the secretary of the House.
Meamwhils Teader of the Opposiiion
Suvendn Adhilksr dubbed Mr Ban-
dvopadnyays decision the “ramest
heident n the Idian Constitmim”.
"There i= 1o democTacy even: In-
zide the legiclanive gszemhbly. The
opposition. iz nmol being heard
The Trimamool COngress SOVELI-
ment is irying to.do eversthing by
foree. The walkout by BJP AMLAz
izin protest against thiz as well”
zaid Afr Adbikart who was sariier
suspended from the assemnbly oil

Mareh 18 for allepediv imsniting
the chair of The Speaker during the
oudget zestion

AMr Adhivari along with other BIP
MLA= zizs staced ademonsiration

outside the ctate Aczeming

ingthe Speaker: decisicnnot to al-
Iow the adjouroment motion.

"In the Iast four 10 Ove days, there
have been incidents of atizck= on
Hindu tewmples-and idois  vandsl-
1=edand set cnfive 1 afewaress in
Taxnlak constitnency. Not a'single
arrest was made In Bforghidanads
districi Nawads =wl Uluberia
Hindus were siiacked. Hindn shep
owners and houses were seton five
and looted " the BIP leader alleged.
Mr Adnikar: alsg slaimed that in
Uluberiz. people celebrating In-
diz’s win i the recently conduded
Champions Trophy #ere aiimcke
"In Erubheria those who Wwere oel-
ebrating Imdigs wiciory at the
Champions Trophy were attacked
The Tlaoberia IC was injored, and
when coe of the BJP MLAs pro-
posed an- adiourninent motion to-
d=y, he wagz not allowed to speaks

mmage site fnr Hindus. By mix-
the lake PAI

Indiz and

alzo known 2= the Grand Bassin
afPortl
paid obeizamee, offersd p
and also performed AarD &t ihs

Gangg Tatao.

The Prime Minis

ETE

Tor the Hindus of Manritus, CNN
noied M & report

priesi claimed to seethe waters of
{zanga Talzo fiowing from the ood-
dess Ganga in-a dveam. Word of
thizs revelatiom spread, transform-
ing Gamga Talao and connecting it
direstly tothe mighty Ganges.
CMN poted that Gangz Talao
ic "a cuffnrsl teushstone”
Indizm emnigrants of Maurituz snd
i g fink o their South Azisn yoots

tare of caltural exchange and
friendship. Prime Alinizter Nar-
endra Modi gifted the Iaarifios
Precident Dhzrambesr
with holy Sangam water from the
Mahalkomnbh packaged in an e%-
guisite brazs and copper Dot

Gangs Talao s a sacred laks

According to CNN, n 1887 a

ot the

Egriier on Tuesday, in a.ges-

Gokhonl
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‘20 Villages In J&K Covered Under
Digital Village Pilot Project’

Agencies

SRINACAR: The Central govern-
ment has completed the Digital
Village Pilot Project, covering
20 villages in jJammu and Kash-
mir and two in Ladakh as part
of its initiative to promote digi-
tal literacy and e-governance
services in rural areas.

The information was shared
by Union Minister fior Electron-
ics & Information Technology,
Ashwini Vaishnaw in response
toa question in Parliament.

The initiative, he said, was
aimed at providing muoltiple ser-
vices, including Basic compuoter
education, skill development,
tele-health consultations, fi-
nancia inclusion awareness and
solar-powered street Bghting in
one village per districl across
states and umon territories.

Under the scheme, villagers
were tramed i aulomotne re-
pair, handset repair, iome appli-
ance maintenance, and electrical
technician skills' to boost em-
ployment opportunities, he said.

"However, the project did naot
include setting ap Commaon Ser-

vice Centres (C5Cs) or ensuring
full-scale mniernet  connectiv-
ity in villages. instead, existing
C5Cs were ubilised, with inter-
net sepvices available at these
cefntres,” the minister said.

Vashnaw said the Depart-
ment of Telecommurkcations is
working under the Degiral Bharat
Nidhi (DEMN) initiative to provide
46 connectivity touncovered vil-
lages, with BharatNel aiming to
deliver at least 25 Mbps broad-
and speed o rural households,

While the Digital village Praj-
ect was not specifically targeted
at any commumnily of gender, the
government said it played a role
i promoting digital mclusion,
literacy, and rural entreprensur-
ship for all sections of society,
inCleding women and margin-
alised commumnities

Withthe project’s completion,
digital infrastructure efforts in

Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh

now rely on broader national
programmes like BharatMet and
4C saturation schemes, which
dare expected to expand connec
Livity aCToss mare remote areas
in the coming years—(KnNG)

Crime Branch Organises Workshop
On Financial Investigations

Ohserver News Service

JAMMLE inspector Ceneral of
Police (1ICP) Crime [&K, Dr. Sunil
Cupta, inaugurated a workshop
on financial investigations at
Crime Branch Headguarters,
Chanmi Rama, Jammu. The
wirkshop was organized by the
Crime Branch (CB} an collabora-
tion with an expert semor of-
ficer who has work experience
with CBI jammu, to enhance
investigative skills in tackling
financial crimes.

Investigating officers (10s)
from the Crim Hranch and
other agencies actively par-
licipated, sharing their experi-
ences and tegal viewpoints. The
wirkshop aimed to strengthen
their expertise in financial in-
vestigations, particularly in
dealing with winte-collar and
organized crimes.

DIG CB1 Vidyut Vikas, IRS, deliv-
ered an insightful lecture, sharing
Nis experiences a5 an investigai-

ing officer in CBI and Enforcement
Directorate {ED), He emphasized
the importance of patience and
determmation while conducting
financial investizations.

Other notable experts who
delivered lectures included S5P
CICE |&K M. Yaseen Kitchloo
(IS}, joint Director Prosecution
CHQ Lameq Ahmad, and 5t Ahi-
nandan singh.

Addressing the participants,
IGP Crime &K Dr. Sunil Copta
urged officers o strive for ex-
cellence in investigations by
maintaining  professionalsm,
leveraging the latest technol-
ogy, and employing scientific
methods (0 ensure that fi-
nancial criminals are swiftly
brought (o justice.

The workshop marked a sig-
nificant step in strengthening
financial investigation capa-
bilities in &K, equipping of
ficers with the necessary skills
to combat emerging financial
crimes effectively.

Govt Prioritizing Scientific Disposal
Of Solid Waste: Sakeena Itoo

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Covernment
today emphasized its shift from
traditional solid waste dumping
toa more scientific and sustain-
aile waste disposal approach.
Responding to 2 Quesiion
raised by MNizam ud Din Bhat
on behall of Member G.A. MiT,
Minister for Health, Sakeema
Iteo, informed the Howse that
the government 15 implement-
ing scientific waste manage-
ment methods. This included
bio-mining of legacy waste,
comstruction of scientilic waste
management <enters, door-
to-door waste collection, bio-
fencing around waste manage-
ment sites and .comversion af
dumping sites into bio-parks,

she addad.

The Minister, replying on be-
natf of the Chief Mimster, who
ig also the Minister-in-Charge of
the Housing & Development De-
partment, further stated that a
Sofid wWaste Management Facili-
ty is operational in Achabal Town
with a capacity of 4 TPD, where
the town's waste 15 systemati-
cally collected and processed

Ramazan Fosters Community
Spirit Through Roadside Iftaar

Agencies

SRINACAR: Amid the month
of Ramazan, Kashmar’s streeis
come alive with a anique tradi-
tion—>5treet [ftar, where locals
set up roadside arrangements
to help people break their fast.

This growing practice is
fostering a sense of unity and
kindness across the Valley,

In bustling markets,
mosgues, and busy sireets, vol-
unteers distribute dates, frots,
and drinks to fasting pedesiti-
ans, shopkeepers, and travelers.

Many of these commumnily-
driven Iftaars are arranged Dy
local youth, NGOs, and char-
table organizations.

“It 5 heartwarming (o see
people offering special meals at
the time of [ftaar to pedestrians

and residents alike. We should
come forward and support such
a noble cause,” said Firdous, a
Iocal resident.

Notably, in Srinagar, at mul-
tiple lacations and in the busi-
est areas, people organize daily
Iftaar for commuters. “This 15
our way of giving back. Many
peaple are away from home at
Iltaar fime, and we don't want
them to break their fast alona,”
said one of the organizers.

Another local from Khanyar
shared, they see it as an act
of kindness and a blessing of
Ramazan.

Similarly, with Ramadan n
full swing, Srest Iffiyar con-
finues o bring people together,
reinforcing  the Valley's deep-
rooted tradition of hospitality
and communal harmomy—{ KNO)
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Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: The Umion
overnment has initiated
ive Tew fajlway surveys in

jJammu and Kashmir while

several key projects remain

stalled due to feasithility and

financial concerns.
Responding to a query by

MP Mohmad Haneefa in the

Lok Sabha, Railway Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw revealed

that the Srinagar-Kargil-Leh

rail project was dropped
due [0 s high costs and kow
projected demand, while
the jammu-Poonch railway
hine  remains stalled over
feasibility 1ss0e5 HOwDver,
the Banihal-Baramulla rail
line doubling has been pri-
oritized. He further stated
that no survey is corrently
planned for a rail link be-
tween Canderbal in Kashmir
and Kargil in Ladakh, despite
the region's sirategic impo-
tance. Vaishnaw  empha-
sized that raiway projects
are planned based an traffic
project ions, op-
erational

Five New Railway Surveys
Launched In J&K, Major
Projects Stalled

needs, and financial feasibit-
ily, rather than regional or
paolitical considerations.

A previous survey for
the Srinagar-Kargil-Leh rail
line, conducted 1 2016-17,
estimated its cost at #55 896
crore, but the project was
ultimately shelved due to
insufficient  traffic  pro-
ections. Meanwhile, the
ilaspur-Manali-Leh rail
line, identified as a sirategic
roject by the ninistry of

fence, has completed its
survey, with an estimated
cost af%1,31,000 crore.

The minister also com-
firmed that Hajouri and
Poonch  districts continue
to lack railway connectiv-
ity, with no immediate
plans to prientize a rail link
from Reasi-Katra to Rajouri.
In response to a separate
guestion by MP Mian Al-
tal aAhmad, he explained
that railway projects are
approved based on factors
such as |asi-mmle
CONMec-

THEMINISTER ALSO CONFIRMED THAT RAJOURI AND POONCH districts

continue tolack rallway connectivity, with no immediate plans to prioritize a rail link
from Reasi-Katra to Rajouri '

—

iby, MissINE links, soCio-eco-
nomic impact, and funding
availability.  Additionally,
challenges such as land ac-
guisition, forest clearances,
climate conditions, and se-
curity concerns often delay
praject timelines.

A survey for the jammu-
Poonch  raflway  line  wia
Akhnoor and Rajouri, span-
ming 223 km and estimated
at ¥22771 crore, has also not
progressed due (o low traf-
[ic projections. Howewver, five
new Tdilway surveys have
been wndertaken 10 jammu
and Kashmir, including the
Baramulla-Un new line (46
km} Sopore-Kopwara new
line {37 km} Anantnag-
Pahalzam new line (78 km),
Avantipore-Shopian new line
(28 kmj, and the Banihal
Baramulla doubling project
(118 km)

While the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla  Rail
Link (USBHL] has been fully
completed, connecting
several districts in Jammu
and Kashmir, railway ex-
pansion (0 Rajouri and
Poonch remains uncertain,
with no clear timeline for
fulur: E!Evetn PMEnts.

MeT Issues ‘Yellow Alert’ For Today

Agencies

SRINACAR: Amid the forecast
of 2 week-long wet spell, the
Meteorological — Department
here has issued a 'vellow alert”
for Today, predicting intermit-
tent spells of light to moderate
rain and snow at many places.

The intermittent rainfall
was recorded in the last three
days from March 10 while the
prevailing weather conditions
are expected to continue tll
mMarch 16.

The MeT has issued a “yel-
iow alert” for many stations for
[OMOFrOw, Expecting intermit-
tent light to moderate rain and
Snow al many places.

Director MeT, Dr mMukhtar
Ahmad said that intermittent
spells of light to moderate rain
and smow in higher reaches at
many places are expected to
continue tifl March 5.

He added that intermittent

light rain and snow is expect-
ed on March 16 at few places
towards morming & improve-
ment towards afternoon.

He farther said that the
weather would remain gener
ally dry from March 17 to 21st.

In its advisory, the MeT
has said that the travelers,
toufists and fransporters are

-
advised to follow administra-
tion and traffic adwisory while
farmers have been adwised to
suspend farm operations ftill
16th March. “Avoid sloppy &
avalanche prone areas. Land-
slides, Mudslides and shoot-
ing stones are expected at
vulnerable spots” the adwi-
sory reads—{KN0)

Youth Driving Force Behind India’s
Development: Mandawya

Press Information Bursau

SRINACAR: (Union Minister
for Labour and Employment,
Youth AfMairs and Sports, D
Mansukh Mandaviya, empha-
sized the crucial role of youth
in shaping Indix's future while
addressing students at the
University of Kashmir today.
Speaking at an event under
the viksit Bharat - Yuva Con-
nect initiative, he stated that
the government is committed
0 empowering. young people
through strategic policies and
initiatives, aligning with Prime
Mumister Marendra Modi's vi-
sion of making India a devel-
oped nation by 2047,

Umign Minister for Labour
and Employment, Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, DR Mansukh
Mandaviya, underscored the
critical rode of youth 0 In-
dia's progress while address-
ing students at the University
of Kashmir today. The event,
orgamzed under the WViksit
Bharat - Yuva Connect imitia-
tive, aimed at inspiring: stu-
dents to actively contribute (o
the nation’s growth. He high-
lighted that achieving Prime
Minister Marendra Modi's vi-
sion of a developed India by
2047 requires stroctured plan-
ning and the active participa-
tion of young minds.

Dr. Mandaviya praised the
youth of the nation who hayve
gxcelled 0 variows felds. He
emphasized that the strength,
amition, and innowation of
young students will drive In-
dia’s journey toward develop-

"The dream of a devel-
oped India will be realized

ment.

through the determination
and talent of our youth” he
remarked.

The Minister also outlined
the POVEIMMENtS Commit-
ment to youth empowerment,
citing key policy decisions and
budget allocations that focus
on education, skill develop-
ment, and employment gen-
eration. He stressed that these
imtiatives are designed to
equip young peaple with the
necessary tools [0 contribute
meaningfuolly to the cooniry's
Progress,

Vice Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Kashmar, Prof. Nilofer
Khan, welcomed the Minister
and expressed confidence in
the ability of students to play
a vital role in pational devel-
opment. Encouraging them to
take smatl yet impactful steps,
she stated, “Every student has
the potential to be a catalyst
for positive change.”

As pant of the program, Dr.
Mandaviya inieracted  with
students, engaging in discus-
sions on leadership, aspira-
tions, and nation-bulding.
The ewvent also witnessed a
treg-planting ceremany on the

ufliversity campuos under the
Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam initiative,
reinforcing 4 commitment {o
environmental sustainability.

Semior officials from the
Unicn Ministry of Youoth Af-
fairs, educationists, and other
distinguished guests  were
present at the event, which
was part of a broader nitia-
tive [0 conmect with students
across the Kashmir valley.

To advance the goal of de-
veloping India by 2047 among
youth, the "viksit Bharat Yova
Connect”™ programmes  has
been conceptualized with the
aim to foster youth engage-
ment " and [EEJ ership in' the
developmental transformation
of India. The events are organ-
ised around discossions on the
concept of Viksit Bharat with
young people in eduCational
imstitutions throoghout India.
Youth also gef an opporiu-
nity o interact with eminent
speakers.

The "Viksit Bharat Yova Con-
nect” was launched from Ma-
harashira on 19.08.2024. S0
far, Yuva Connect programimes
have been organized in Ma-
harashtra, (harkhand, Delhi,
Cujarat and now |ammu %
Kashmir

Ob=server News Service

SRINACAR: Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder  Kumar
Choudhary Wednesday as-
sured that the government
is committed o addressing
the concerns of daily-wage
wiorkers aCross varioos de-
partments, including those
waTking on an ad-hoc or con-
tractual basis.

Speaking on the issue, he
stated that the government in-
lends 1o regularize thess work:
ers. However, the first step isto
AsCeriain the exact number
of daily wagers. Initially, the
fizure was estimated (o be
around 60,000, but 3 more ac-
curate count is' needed,

To gather precise data, a
commitiee has been consti-
tuted wnder- the chairman-
ship of the Chief Secretary,

Observer News Service

SRINACGAR: Deputy  Chief
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary, said that the govern-
ment would condoct de-
marcation of 4-laning of
Matipora- Yousmarg road via
Charar-e-Sharief through the
concerned SDM office,

The Deputy Chiel Minister
was replying (o0 a guestion
raised by Ali Molammad Dar
im the Legislative Assembly
here today.

He said that the Tecom-
mendation has been received
recently from MLA Chadoora
Constituency regarding prep-
aration: of DPR for 4-Lanning
[Phase 151) of Srinagar Charar-
i-Sharief Yousmarg Hoad

Govt Serious About
Regularization Daily Wagers,
Committee Formed: Deputy M

Govt To Conduct Demarcation Of
Natipora-Yousmarg Road Project

with & six-month timeframe
o' submit jts repart. Once the
committes presents its find-

ings, the government will
fake further steps regarding
the regularization process in
the next budget, a5 assured
by semior officials.

Deputy CM Choodbary re-
iterated thar the government
i5 Tully sympathetic (o the
stragples of daily-wage work-
ers and is working towards a
structared resolution (o their
demands.

from Matipora to Chadoora
torwen (length 12 Kms), which
is under examination.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said that Chadeora to Kan-
2tjf;x via  Charar-i-Shariel
(20086 km) road has been pro-
posed as a spur o NH-444.
He said that presently the
road 15 intermediate fane and
has been proposed 1o be up-
graded to 2-lane with paved
shoulders subject to approval
from MoRTH, Gol.

He s3id that Kandaian 1o
Yousmarg Road {11 kmsj is
part of NH-TEHA {Surankote-
Shopian- Yousmarg-Boo-
dhpathri- Magam road) and
stands handed ower o BRO
for maintenance and further
up Eradation.

Police Books Six Infamous Drug
Peddlers Under PIT NDPS Act

Dbserver News Service

SRINACAR: Comtinoing the
crackdown against drug traf-
ficking, Police in Srinagar have
booked six infamous drug pegd-
dlers under the Prevention of
Iticit Traffic in Marcotics Drugs
and Psychotropic  Substances
ACt [PIT-NDPS Act),

The notoricuss drug peddlers
namely Imtiyaz Ahmad Sheikh
son of Mohammad Rafig Sheikh
resident of Beizh Mohalla Al-
lochibagh Afp Sharja Bemina,
Abid Rasool Dar son of Chulam
Rasool Dar resident of Check
Kalan Kanihama B.K.Pora, Raza
Raul Mirjan son of Roul Almad
Mirjan resident of Culshan
Abad Hyderpora, Azan Parviaz
GClitsaaz son of Parviaz Ahmad
Clitsaaz resident of Kam Mo-
halla Rainawari, javaid Ahmad
wam son of Ali Mohammad
Wani resident of Sonwar Alp
Casoo and Danish Ahmad Bhat
son of Abdul Ahad Bhat resident
of Panzinar have been booked
wnder MT-NDPS Act after ob-
taining the formal detention or-
ders from Divisional Comimis-
sioner, Kashmir on the basis of
dossiers prepared by Srinagar

police against them.
Consequently, these drug ped-
dlers were detained and subse-
quently lodged in District jails of
Udhampur, Pocnch and Rajouri:
Pertinent to mention here
that these drug peddlers have
been involved in the peddling
al narcotics among the youth of
Srinagar on an alarming scale.
Besides, they were also in-
volved 0 several MDPS Act cas-
es5 of various police stations of
Srinagar. Despite several NDPS
ACt cases registered against
them, they did not mend their
ways after getting bailed out
from courts and were brazenly
promoting drugs among the
youth of the valley, especially in
srinagar, thmugh their iflegal
narcotics network, Police has
also set into motion the process
to attach their properties under
the provisions of PIT-NDPS Act.
|&K Police affirms its stead-
fast commitmRent of eliminating
drug peddling in the region with
the fall might of law. We also
caution those engaged im this
unlawiul activity that the long
arm of law would catch them
sooner than anticipated and ev-
ery-offender will face justica.

Need To Strengthen Education &
Healthcare In J&K: Tarigami

Ohserver News Service

JAMMLE CP1 (M) leader and MLA
Kulgam urged the government to
liberate education from consum-
erism and commedification. He
was speaking in the Legislative
Assembly on demands for grants.

He referred to the new na-
tional education policy, stating
that free universal eduecation had
been available in J&K long ago. He
allezed that under the pew edu-
cation pohicy, efforts were being
made to distort history, winich is
not d POsitive SiEn.

Referring to the privatization
of education, Tangami expressed
great concern over the heavy foes
charged by private schiools: He
s3id that poor parents are unable
to afford these fees and urged the
state goveTnment o reorient the
education system in |&K so that
the poor also have the opportu-
nity to receive quality education.

He said that Controversies were
being created about kirgs, wiile
history does not belong to kings:
rather, it belongs to the people. He
urged the edocation minister (o
imitiate reformes that promaote sci-
entific temper amang students.

Education, Tarigami said, must be
saved from the market economy.

Regarding healthcare, Tarigami
referred to SKIMS, Srinagar, and
sl that this instifute provides
good heaithcare facilities to the
poor. He stressed that its autonomy
chould not be made comtroversial,
as PG| Chamdigarh 15 2150 an autan-
omous instilute of premum qual-
ity Tarsgamiurged the government
to equip all eovermment hospitals
and medical colleges with the nec-
essary [acilities and =taff so that pa-
tients from &K 2re not forced 0 go
outside the state fix treatment, as is
happening at present.

Tarigami wrged the educa-
tion munister (o consider raising
the status of Degree College An-
antnag to the level of a deemed
umiversity. He also demanded an
increase in salaries and assured
incemives for ASHA  workers
Referring to the plight of daiy
wagers, he said that if the UT of
Ladakh has peen paying higher
minimum wages 1o different cat-
epories of workers, jammuo and
gashmir should do the same
Tarigami also demanded an in-
crease in the monthly pension for
physically challenged persons.
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Need Long-Term
Job Plan

ke pew dats has put Jammu and Kashmir's unemployment
figunres at over 2,70 3akh young peonle, many of them grad-
nate: and postrraduates. Thers ave thousands of others
who have not registered with the governmentand soarent
vicible. Whils sohemes like Muomilkin, Tejaswini znd Parvasz on-
der Mission Youth have besn introduced, they have made little ve-
desming difference. And one can understand wihy: adhoc schemes
can nardly-address a5 gipantic a problem as unemplovment. We
need & structured, long-term plan that goes bevond guick fixes.

Om a pozitive mote the government has decided to zet np a com-
mitiee for regulsrization of the services of dailywagers: ad-hoo work-
ers, and comtracoial employess. Whoare miore than 67,000 innomber
They form the backbone of ezzentiz] cervices. vet they sarn meager
wages and conseguently are in & consiant state of Meecurity

That =zid the government can hire more: Xearly 32474 vacan-
r1es exizlin government depariments, ye ¥ 5,727 posis have been
i yuld be in the fit-

sz of thinge that the elected povernment expedite the recruitment
Proces: and ensure these posts are flisd in & tme-bound mamner
However, the overall employment scenaric in JEKE remain:
bleak and zlew thousand more government jobs would do Iitfle
to address We alzo need 2 robust private zector to abzorh a
growing workforce Similarly. we need scaling up of the initia-
tives like sElil development programs, siartop Incobaiors, acd
emall-business support.

The-sitaation becomes challenging in the absence of alierna-
tive job optioms for the leftout south. For one, the privaie sector in
JEE especially in Eazhmir Valley, remain: nnderdeveloped. And
for another, rize of fechnology is alsg threatening t© takeover 3
subztantial portion of jobs reserved for huwmans. In its- Future of
Jobs Report 2022, the World Economic Forum (WEF) Das predicied
that the new technology will displzce 92 million human jobe by
20588 On-a pesitive note, 170 million mew jobs will be created, Te-
sulting in 78 million net netw jobz

It Ienow Enown that the rate of anemployment in J&E s high-
£r than e nationzl average. Ceatre for Monitoring Indian Econo-
my {CMIE} dats Bas-glready chown that unior tefritory hasamong
the highest unemploviment rates in India at 23.1 percent Now the
guesiion iz how the government will deal with this gargantoan ori-
siz by providing employment tolakhs of educated youth and alsc
enzaring that the less edocaied and unedncated are &
productive work. Thiz izessier caid thandone. Butih
Izo can't afford 1o slecpover the problem. The need § mnlti-

I8l
N o Mmereass

S0 ETigaged in
& government

i.'l.'l

pronged siratery with a particulay thrist on apsk
the opportunities -and the prospect for emploviwent for-am ever
growing number of the educated youth znd the uneducated too.

Did You Know?
A Comprehensive Guide to Sharia-Compliant

Options and Strategies

irshad Mushtag

T recent years, the popularity of Halal mvestmenis has grown s

niffcantly, parmenlariy

el finaneisl decisions with Sharia Izizmic primciplec. Decpite 3

plethors of Sharis.compliant Imvestment oplion:s availsbic In toe
Indizn-market, many potential investors =0l grapple with uncertainty
and hesitation when it oomes to committing their fmds. This ariicle sims
b demnystify the landzcape of Halal investments, with a special emphasis
on mutasl finds exchsmge-iraded fands (ETFE). and strategic investment
Praciices, wiile nighlighting the importsmee of professional ouidance sand
awellstruetured portfolio.

Understanding Sharia-Compliant Investments

To grazp tbhe exsence of Halal invesiing, ifs essential 1o nndevsaand
the prineipies of Sharls Invesiments deemed Halal st adhere {0 speci-
ie guidelines which primarily prokabit involvement with businegzes that
engage in pronibited artivities (hgram), sien-as glechol, gombiing, and
usery (rika) Halal mvestments focus om ethical business pragiicss, tan-
gible aseets, and rick-sharing principles, ensuring thai investors money
iz used inways that promote so0ial and economicjustice

The Rise of Sharia-Compliant Mutual Funds and ETFs in India

The Indian financial landscape has significanty evolved. allowing in-
vestors toexplore various Halal options. Sharia-complisnt matual fimds
and ETFs have emerged as atfractive avenues, providing a diversified ex-
posure o the stock markei while adhering to Islamic principies These
funds curate porifoiios consizting of companiss that are compliant with

Shariz goidelimss, eliminaring investments in secoore that do oot align

with Iclamnio vaines.

Read the full arficle on ourwebsite: https Vkashmirchserver.net

suad Muefriog ter
FComrect for valuobis
Ehp sharekhan com
Discipimer: Thiz orficls i forinformanon only ol doesn T offer
investment advice. IP's nol an endorsement or an affer o by erseliany
financial producte IFvou decide to act en e informadion kere, ol doso af
VLY 010 Fisk

among Muslim imvestors seeking to align

Rising Roads,
Sinking Homes

Kashmir's Overburdened Roads

Dr. Ashraf Zainabi

puntriez, -cities, tOWhs
and viliages prosper wihen
connectvity is improved.
Roads play an important
part in prosperity, ‘besides rail-
ways and airways. One of the mest
overlgoked consequences of Hash-
mir's ouidated road maintenance
siraiegy is the gradusl elevation
of road =zurfaces dus to repeated
blackiopping. Instead of properly
reconstructing roads with drain-
aze-and expansion plans authori-
ties: simply add pew layers of a=
phaltyear after year. Jwver the past
four to five decades, thiz has led to
an alarming rise i read levels by
nearly 2 to 3 feet in mrany places.

The impaect on adjacent build-
np=—hoth resigential and com-
mercial—has  been devastating
Homes and shops that wvere once at
girest Ievel have now simk below the
roafs. leaving them voinerable o
flopding, dampness. and structursl
damage In meny cazes. the oround
floors of bulldine: ‘have become
unlivabie or wusahle: This has led
to. bnige economic losses Jor prop-
erty owners. forcing many to either
abandon or compisiely rebudld thelr
struciorez. Who iz responsibie? Gov-
ernment? Engineers? Thekedar? or
All Someone, zomeday has to ke
ite regponsibility.

This kind of rozd maintenancs
iz niot just ineffcient—ii i= destruo-
tive. The governmenis reluctance
to properly-widen reconsiruct or re-
design roads has effectively turned
nfrastochure development inte an
exdlese ovole af patchwork fixes that
cause more harm than good.

transportation—both for v
and pedestrianz. Buit in Eash-
mir, roads have been turned into
multi-purpose zpaces. for every
Tunriion-except transportation.

Many roadsides, especially in
urban centers, have become un:
official dumping sitez for house-
hold and commercial wasis
Sand. gravel bricks. and cement
hags are routinely dumped on
rodds, ‘biocking lanes and vwors-
eming comgestion

Many Toads, especially im Sri
nagar and disirict headguarters, are
opvertaken by sireet vendars, leaving
little space for wehicles or pedes
trianz In many areas, entire roads
are blocked off for private evenis
leading to raffic chaos. Water pipes,
electricity pales, and even makeshift
eheds offen occupy read space, fur-
ther resiricting MOVeIrnent.

This chaotic and unremiiaiad
use of voads is.a direct result of waealk
enforcement of municipal laws
While occasional anti-encroacivment

drives iake place they are often
shortiived and ineffective dus to po-
litical pressores. corruption, snd a
Iack of lonz-term plarming.

Traffic Congestion and
Rising Accident Rates

Eashmir's roads are now oar-
rying far more vehicles than they
were ever designed for. With an
inereazing number of private cars,
two-wheslers, and commercial

Kashmir's road
crisis is not just an
inconvenience—
itisa growing
economic and
safety disaster. The
continuous neglect
of infrastructure,
combined with
reckless misuse of
road spaces, has
brought the region to
a breaking point

wvehicles, fraffic congesiicn has be-
come'g daily strugple Srinagar, in
particular, witnesses gridlocks that
stretch for hours, with o proper
railic management in place.

A zteady rize in the number of
road accident= and deathe. Many
of these sccideni=s are caused
by narrow, poorly maintained
roads. Lack of proper pedesirian
crossings and  fooipaths. En-
croachments forcing people ofito
roadway=s. Becklezs driving amd
abzence of iraffic dizeipline. Poor-

Iy designed inierseciions and lack
of iraffic signals in key areas

Dezpite theze alarming statis-
tice, road safety remains 2 low pri-
arity. The government's response
has largelv been limited to i=Suing
advizories rather than implement-
ing structiral reforms.

Lack of Urban Planning and Road
Expansion

Ome of the biggest faflures of
Eashmir's infrastructure develap-
ment i= the absence of systematic
road expansion  The last major
road expansion projecis- Inm Sri-
fiagar and other urban centers
were carried out decadss ago.
Since then the poputation has dou-
blad, ‘and the rumber of vehicles
haz increased exponentially, vei
rogd width remains unchanged.

While new highways and fun-
nelz are being bullt under central
sovernment schemies, urban road
networks remain neglected. Even
in cases where land avaikahls
for rozd widening, bureaucratic
red tape, legal dizputes, ang lack
of coordination between gepart-
ments have stalled progress.

For mstanes the much-needed
widening of major roads in Sri-
ragar, inclnding thoce leading io
ho=pitals. market=, and Misiness
hubs, and those leading to neigh-
bouring disirict and tehsii head-
quarters. has been stuck in limbo
for years due to slow decision-malk-

ing and land acguisition issuss.

A Roadmap for Change

The origis of Eashmir's rosd
infrastructure is poi unsolvable
However, it reguires ‘a mulil-
pronged strategy that  includes
proper planming, =rict snforce-
ment, and community coopera-
tiorn. Some Immedizte and long-
term measures inchude:

1. Scientific Road Reconstruction
Inztead of endless blackiop-

ping, roads zhould be properly
excavated and rebuilt with mod-
ern drainage and base-layer tech-
nigues to prevent elevation prob-
Iems. All future road projects must
incinde provicions for footpaths
parking spaces, and service lanes
1o avoid encroachments.

2. Strict Anti-Encroachment
Measures

A dedicated task force shkould
be aztablizhed io clear illegal road-
zide encroachmenis on &4 regular
bazi=. Fines and penalties for illegsl
dinrping-and encrogchment shonld
be increased and strictly enforced

1. Urban Road Expansion

A pomprehensive urban mo-
bility plan should be coreated 1o
idemtify key roads for widening
and expansion: Faster land acgul-
zition processes should be imple-
mented o remove bottlenschks n
road expansion projects.

&, Improved Traffic Management

Modern traffic’ conmrol =ys
tems, incheding ‘svnehronized
zignals. smart cameras, and AL
bazed monitoriziz. should be im-
plemenied Public transport must
be sirengthened to reduce depen-
dence on private vehicles.

5. Civic Awareness and Public
Responsibility

Public campaigns- should be
Iaunched to educate citizens-about
the consegquences of road mizuse.
Local commitiees can be formed 1o
monitor road encroachmeniz and
report viclations to authorifies:

Conclusion

Fazhmirsroadorisisisnot just
an meosrvehience—it 3= a growing
economic and safety disaster. The
confinacus neglect of infrastrue-
ture. combined witk reckless miis-
use of road spaces, has broughi the
region toa breaking point.

If immediate action i= not tak-
en, the situation wiil only worsen,
making mobility even more dif-
fieult and leaging to Zredier eco-
nomic losses. The povernment,
pivil society, and cifizens must
work together to reclaim Hash-
mir's roads for their rightful pur-
pose: safe and efficient transpor-
iztion. The fime for patchwork
fixez and bureaucratic delays is
over—Eashmirneeds real laztivng
solutions now
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D ates are 3 popular food item, nof justmn

the Middle East but all over the world.

They have amazing nmutritional prop-
erties amd just a few dates can keep you en-
ergised for hours; one of the many reasons
peaple buy them. Their popalarity reaches its
peak in Ramazan where Muoshms worldwide
buy kilos worth of dates-for their homes. It
i5 the preferred food item of choice 1o break
the fast. There are different types of dates and
their benefits range from amazing faste 1o
health improving qualities,

Dates are sweet fTuits packed with plenty
of nutrients, making them a good snack in
moderation. Although the nuintional valee of
dates is high in natural sugars, they may make
a good substitute for refined sugars or empty-
calorie sweets.

Diates grow on date patms in small clusters
The term date comes from the Creek word da-
ktulos, which means fingers. Farmers harvest
dates in the f3ll and early winter, so dates wsu-
ally taste eshest at this ime of year. Howey-
&r, many people eat dried dates, winich can ast
fora long time in a sealed confainer.

Breaking the fast with dates has always
been a Kamazan tradition. In Hadith hitera-
ture it is written that the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) would break his fast with ripe dates
before e would pray. Therefore, eating dates
during this fime has a spiritual significance.
Dates have a long history in the Middle East as
they have been cultvated in the area for thou-
sands of years. The hot, arid climate provides
ideal conditions for date palms o thrive,

Dates are also particularly beneficial during
Ramazan because they are high in sugar and
vilamins such as potassium ind Magnesium
as well 25 an excellent source of fiber and Car-
bohydrates. When [asting the body can easily
develop mild health conditions like low blood
sugar, headaches and lethargy. The nutrients
found in dates can help alleviate these condi-
tions and provide a source of energy. Dates
are also known o help with digestion and can
prevent an upset stomach when eating large
amounis of food after a long period without
eating

At the end of the month of Ramazan, the
Festival of the Breaking of the Fast is held
called the Eid al-Rir. Dursng this celebration, it
15 popular for families tohost a feast for family
and relatives in which dates are 3 very popular
along with other foods such as honey, breads,
figs, ftuits and olives.

Historians believe that dates are one of
the ancient frmts and ther cultivation traces
back o around 8000 wears ago, There ate
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AS A RESULT, CONSUMING DATES HAVE BEEN REPORTED T
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A Date With Dates!

Health benefits of eating Dates in Ramazan
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0 provide some protection against

malignancies of the colon, prostate, breast, endometrial, lung, and pancreas. Zea-xanthin protects
against age-related macular degeneration, which is common among the elderly

maore than 200 varieties of dates with differ-
ent shapes and fMavors, however, all of them
are rich in nutmtion. Dates are 3 popular food
item, not just in the Middle East but all owver
the world.

Dates are one of the best ingredients for a
daity diet because of their mumerous health
benefit. The date palm (Phoenix Dactylifera L)
i5 widely grown in hot, dry locations, prRmar-
iy in the Middie East and MNorth Africa, and
supples nutrition, food security, and raw ma-
terial to the food industry, 1t has been a staple
food for generations and possesses several
health benelits.

Dates are a natural reservoir of sagars such
a5 surTose, [roctose. and glacose. Fresh dates

have aboot 157 catories per 100 grams, and
dry dates have more than 300 calories per 100
rrams, Dates include extra nutritional com-
ponents in the form of protemns. code fiber,
[ipids, and antiocidants in addition o their
high natural sugar content, making them a
functional food with substantial kealth advan-
fages,

& predominant sugars in dates are fTuc-
tose and ghecose, which make up two-thirds
of the overall fleshy content. Water accounts
for one-fifth of the whote Reshy makeup, and
the remaining (small) amount is distary fibers.
Protein, lipids, crude Aber, minerals, vitamins
{particularly vitamin BY, and tannins are also
abondant in dates. Dates have significant nu-

tritional content and can thus assistin meet-
ing human dietary requiremants.

Date fiesh contains between 0.2 and 0.5%
oil, wherzas the seed or pit contains 7.7-9.7%,
The primary unsaturated fatty acids inclede
paimitoleic, oleic, linoleic, and Linolenic ac-
ids. The oleic acid concentration of date seeds
fuctuates between 4L1% and 58.8%, making
them a possible source of oleic acid.

Mates contain 23 different types of amino
acids, some of winch are missing from popular
fruits like oranges, peaches, grapes, and apples,
A small quantity of vitamin £, vitamin B{ 1) thi-
amine, B2 riboflavin, mootinic acid (macn),
and vitamin A are also present in them.

Dates are divided into four groups based on

their sugar content. Dates of the first class are
hugh in swcrose (40-65%). These have a giocose
and fructose content of 20-40% and water con-
tent of 10-25% The dates i the second class
are figh in glucose and fructose (40-75%) but
low in suctose { 10-358),

The dates in the third class have a water
content of 10-35%, plucose and fructose con-
tent of 65-90%, and sucrose content of 0-10%
Dates from fourth grade fiave a lot of water in
thiern {35-65X). These have a 35-37% glucose
and fructose content, with nNo Sucrose.

Date palm trees have been feeding people
as a source of engrgy, nuinition secufity, and
healthy fruit for the previous 5000 years in
thie worst climatic conditions. The following
are some of the hiealth benefits of date fuits.
Soft, easily digested fiesh and simple carbo-
hydrates like froctose and dextrose make up
fresh dates.

When consumed, they rapadly replenish en-
ergy and invigorate the body. Tanmins, a type
of health-promoting Navenoid polyphenolic
antioxidant, nave anti-infective, anti-inflam-
matory, and anti-hemorrhagic {prevenis easy
bleeding} effects.

Antioxidant flavenomds ke beta-carotene,
lutein, and zeaxanthin can protect cells and
other biological structures from the detrimen-
12l effecis of oxygen-free radicals. As a result,
consurming dates have heen reported (o pro-
ville some protection against malignandies of
the colon, prostate, breast, endometrial, lung,
and pancreas. fea-xanthin protects agaimst
age-related macular degeneration, which is
commen among the elderly. Potassium is an
essential component of cell and body Munds,
assisting in the regulation of heart rhythm
and blood pressure, and s0 protecting agaimst
stroke and coronary heart disease.

Dates bave anti-fungal, anti-bactenial, and
anti-viral characteristics, as well as the ahil-
ily o prevent chronic inflammation and other
disorders, due to their high phenolic content
Due to their high fiber and phenolic content,
dates can aid in the prevention of cardiovas-
cular disease and immune system regulation.

Dates can sefve as an important food i the
human diet and, they can play a significant
partin human health and fotribon doe (e their
unigue notnitional content. Dates inclade a
variety of functional and bioactive substances
such as carotenoids, anthocoyanins, phenolics,
anticxidants, and dietary fiber, all of which
have anti-tamior, anti-ulcer, anti-microbial, and
immuno-modulatory characteristies

IThe author can be mailed at m.hanief@
onrlook.cam
X/ Twitter; @hamiefmha

John P. Nelson

Kidjourney can produce text, images and
videns far more guickly than any one per-
son can accomplish by hand.

Bul as someane who studies the sodietal im-
pacts of Al 've noficed an interesting trade-off:
The technology can cerfainly save time, bat it
does s0 precisely to the extent that the oser is
willing to surrender control over the final prod-
uCk

For this reasan, generative Al is probably most
irseful fof things we care aboot the least

Genfran-.-e Al tools such as ChatGFT and

Ceding creative control

Let's use the example of Al image generators.
You probably have a rough idea of how they
wirk. fust type what you want - “a panda surf-
ing."“a prece of toast that is also a car” - and the
generative tool draws ik

Bul this glosses over the countless possible
iterations of the desired image.

Will the image appear as a watercolor paint-
ing or a pencil sketch? How lifelike will the
panda be? How bz is the wave? Is the toast-car
parked or moving? s there anyone inside of it?

when the images are generated, these gues-
tions have been answered — but not by the user.
Rather, the generative Al ool has “decided.”

(F course, the wser can be more specfic: mi-
tate the style of Monat. Make the wave twice the
hejﬁnt of the panda. Maybe the panda should
look wornied, since it isn't used to surfing,

You can also pop open an image editor and
modify the outpul yourself, down 1o the indi-
vidual pixel. Bul, of course, drafting detailed in-
stractions and revising the image take rime, ef-
fort and skill. Cenerative Al promises (o lighten
the load. But a5 every manager knows, exercis-
ing control 15 wirk.

The devil is in the details

_ltn all art and expression, power lies in the de-
fails.

In great paintings, not every brushstroke i
planned — but each is carefully considered and
accepted. And it5 owerall effect on the viewsr
depends on all those considered brushstrokes
together.

Filmmakers shoot take after take of the same
scene, each subily or radically different. Only a
small fraction of that footage makes it into the
final cut - the Maction that the editors feel dops
the job best. Creat artists use their judzment to
ensore every detail helps to achieve the effect
they want

Of course, there’s nothing new about pulting

Generative Al’s Specific Aid

someane else in charge of the details. People are
used 0 delegating authority — even about mat-
ters of expression - (0 marketers, speechwriters,
<pcial media managers and the ke

Cenerative Al makes a new sort of contractor
available: IU's always on call, and in certain ways
il is very techmically competent. }

But compared with skilled humans, it has a
limited abality to understand whal you want.
Moreover, it lacks intention, contemplation and
the comprehensive mastery of detail that yield
great expressive achievements — or even the
comprehensive idiosyncrasy thal spawns very
unique ores.

Ask ChatCPT for a film scopt, plos casting and
shooting instroctions, [t will give you neither
Francis Ford Coppola’s masterpiece “The Codfa-

ther”™ nor Tommy Wiseau's bizamme “The Room.”

You could, perhaps, approach a masterpiece,
or a [rue oddity. Bot to do so, you'd have (0 exer-
Ci5e more and mare hime, more and more effort,
and more and maore control.

An era of ‘cheap speech’

What generative Al makes possible, above all,
15 [ow-effort, [ow-control expression.

in the time | ook o write and revise this ar-
ticle, | could have used ChatGPT to generate 200
grammatically correct, well-structured artides,
and then | could have posted them onling wath-
out even reading them. | wouldn't have had to
carefully parse each word and decide whether it
redlly helped me make my point | wouldn't Rave

even had (o decde whiether | agreed wath any of
the Al-generated wrild-ups.

This 15 not @ merely hypothetical example.
Low-guality, Al-generated e-books of ambigo-
ous provenance are already making their way
into onling vendors’ catalogs — and into the -
braries those vendors serve.

Similarly, using image generators, | could now
flood the internet with superficially appealing
images, dedicating anly a fraction of 2 second o
decide whether any of them express what | want
them o express of achieve what | want them o
achieve,

But in doing 50, | would not just be skipping
over drudgery. Writing, drawing and pamting
are not just 1abor but processes of considenng.
reviewing and deciding exactly what | want to

put cul into the world. By skipping over those
processes, | surrender that decision-making pro-
Cess 1o the Al tool

Some scholars argoe that the internet has pro-
doced an era of “cheap speech.” People no longer
have to mvest a lot of resoorces - nor even face
the judgment of their neighbors - to broadcast
whatever they want io the warld,

With generative Al, expression i even cheap-
€. You don't even have (o make things yourself
{0 put them out imto the world, For the first time
in human mstory, the ability (o prodoce writing,
art and expression has been decoupled from the
necessily of actually paving attention to what
you'Te Making or saying.

When intention and effort matter

| suspect that great art, journalism and schol-
arship will =tll demand greal attention and ef-
fort. Some of that effort may even include cus-
tom-developing Al tools talored to an individoal
artist's concerns.

Bt unless people become much better at cu-
ration, greal work will be increasingly difficolt
(0 locate amid the flood of low-effort content,
which is al=o known as “Al slop.”

It's appropniate that generative Al becomes
more wseful the sloppier its users are willing to
b - that is, the less they care about the details

| could end with some dire prognosis — that
working artists and writers will be replaced with
mediocre aulomation, that online discoarse will
£ot even stupider, that peaple will isolate them-
selves in personalized cocoons of Al-generated
media

Al these things are possible. But it's probably
more wseful o ofer a suggestion to you, the
Teader.

When you need an image or a piece of writ-
ing, take a moment to dedde: How important
are the details? Would the process of making
this yoursell, or working with a collaborator of
contractor, be useful? Would it wield a2 better
output, 0F give you the chance to leamn, or begin
or strepgtien a refationshap, or felp you reflect
on something important to you?

In shor, is it worth putting in real care and
effort? The answer will not always be yes. Bul
it often will.

Art, writing, films — these are not just prod-
uts, but acs. They are things homans make,
throngh a process of thowsands of little deci-
sions that encompass what we stand for and
wildl we want to say.

Sowhen it comes to art, expression and arge-
ment, if you want it done right, it's probably still
best todo it yourseld

By arrangements with ITe Conversacion
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Tips For Choosing Ripe Watermelons With

Red Flesh, Sweet, And Paper-

Thebustednews.com

not be folly ripe or could be overripe.

atermelon is a refreshing and

hvdrating fruit. especially

can sometimes be wicky
tion to & few kev charactevistios:
how Fou camn tell v
atid rend' to be enjo

"—"Ij_

1. Look for the Sugar Spot

Inthe image. you can see two watermel-
spots (the arsa where
the friitl The water-
melon on the right is ripe, while the oneon
car spot
zumker.

onswith their sugar
the stem a.ua*:}"_e_,

the left iz ot A watermelon's =ng
zhould be =mall dry, and slightly -

2. Check for a Uniform Color
Ripe waiermelons should have 4 vi-
brant green color without any =pots or

dur-
ing hot weather. However, se-
lecting the perfect watermelon
To get the best
iasting watermelon, vou need to pay atten-
Here's
BN A watermelon i=ripe
3. Feel for the Right Welght

A pood watermelon should feel heavy
for its eize. Watermelons contain 2 ot of wa
ter. ang the heavier ones tend o be jujei-sr
and more lavoriul Gently lift themelon and
compare its weight to others of similar size
— arips one will feel splid and zubstantial

This indicates that the watermelon is rips

and has matred v

well on the vine, I the
sugar spot is large or moist the fmiit may

bruizes on therind Thes skin of the water-
melon shouid be evenly eoloved, with d-=-:u
green sripes. Aveid melons that are pale o

have a discolored rind. as they might ot be
as sweet

&, Tap The Walermelon

One of the oldest tricks totest the ripe
ness of & watermelon iz {o tap It gently. A
ripe watermelon will producea

: e lom ic filled wi
deep holloyy  melon isfilled with w

water and ready toeat.

sound, while an imripe one will sound more
dull. The hollow sourg ir

dicstes that the 5 Examine the Fleld Spot

Check for a

ellow field spot (the ares

Thin Flesh

where the watermelon sat on the ground
during ripening). A ripe watermelon typl-
cally hat 3 soft, yellowish ield spot. I the
=pot i white or green, the watermelon may
not be fully ripened.

6 . Look for a Smooth, Unblemished Rind

A watermelon with a smooth rind and
no-seratohes or pouges is more likely to be
ripe. Minor blemishes are okay, but 1 large
cuats or =off spois may indicate the fruit has
been overhandled or is beginnine to=poil

Canclusion

To pick g ripe watermelon with red,
sweet, and paper-thin fiesh. ook Tor a small
dry =ugar zpot, check the uniform color
of the rind, fee] the weight, tap for a hol-
Iow sound. and examine the field spoi By
Tollowing these tips: you'll increase vour
chances of selecting a watermslon that's
both delicious and refreshing.

'40% Of Adults With Chronic Pain Could Have Anxiety Depression'

Press Trust Of India

oout 40 per cent of adulis ex-
perievicing chronie, persistent
pain could al=o have anxiety or
depression, areview hasfound.
Women, voung aduits and those with
gonditions such as Obromyalgia are
rmost likely to have anxiety and depres
=iom, it observed.

Fibromyalgia iz'a condition marked
by widespread boedy ache and tender-
ness, despit—'- no physical injury =uch as

T] e 1=". ';-r" was publizhed in the
Journsal of the american Medical Aszo-
ciation (JAMA) Network Open.

Researchers, including theose from
Johns Hopkine University, US, analy=ed
416 =tudies, "involving neariy d.2-Ilakh
pecple from across ol couniries. The par-
ticipants were aged abouf off vears on-av-
2rape. andabout 70 per cefit were wolnen

The most ocommonly reported
chronic pain conditions in the stady
included fibromyalgia, low back pain
and rheumatoid arthritis (inflamma-

tion of joiniz). Pain iz =aid to be chron-
io If it persists beyond a maximum of

three months,

In this systematio review and me-
ta-analvsis of depression
among ndividuaiz with chronie pain,

approximately 40 per-cent of adults had suggesis that one's experience of pain in

clinically =ignificant depreszion and  response toan external trigzer iz a com-

anxiety.” the-authors wrote. plex interplay of biological, psychologi-
Therefore, a mental heglth soresning . cfl, socisl and cultaral factors.

of patients with chronic pain is critical

they zald.

' and heishiened emotional responses.
Further, "women,

ied faciors, imcluding hermonz! cycles

¥ounger people,

Osteoarthritis Cases,
Related Disability Up

and people with nocipiaztic pain (arising
from changes in how one perceives pain)
were meost 1ikely to have deprezsion and
anxiety,” the authors wroie.

According io a 2023 roand-up article
o1t pain research in The Lancet fournai,
the biopsychosocial rizk Imctors of poor
sleep, despondency, tiredness.  stress
and a Body Mass Index of over 3) were
the most important reazonsfor localized
pain ]_!I’EISI‘"&F—]J" into chronic 1::-31;

By Over 130%: Study

Press Trust OF india

Glohally, oszes of ostecar

ing, followed by that affect-
inghsmds:

The couniies in East
mocre Asia

thrifiz angd the recultin Azis and high

dicability among ..:::1_. Pacic sxperienced the fasi-
pamcal women have im. S5t imctease in burden of
_"uz-asedh er 150 per cent the :11_:-:::11:: conditon: the
in the last three decades, study fonnd.

arcording 1o 3 study.

While il most rapid

While acu
an Ijury or surgery its
chromic: pain has p
tones, accordin

and .::nxietj. model of pain.

Women
vuinerahile

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

IRRIGATION AND FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION SRINAGAR
Fax/Phone: 0194-2470119 | email: exenifirisrinagar@ifckashmir.com

Fresh Short Notice inviting e-Tender
£- NIT No. 200f 2024-25 Dated: 1270372025

Far and on behalf of the Lievtenant Govemnor. Union Tenttory of lammu and Kashmir, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) on ilemirate
basis are invited from approved and eligible contractors for the following works to be received by the Executive Engineer lrigation and

dﬂnﬂmruf[h@f Accounts officer.(Fresh
| of o-Nit NoJ8 of 2024-25)

Flood Control Division Sinagar.
S.No Mameof work. .Cost [E/M[in.) CostofT/Doc. MHof Account [Time of Comple-Class of
| [ .inlakh) in.) :hun contract |
o 02 03 N 05 D& 07 na
02 Immnﬂnmfmrstmm inthe [L36 J1204- | J150/- MEaR 07 Days IDEE

Position of AAA: Under process

Position of TS: Accorded. Position of funds: 100% Budgetary provision

The Bidding dotuments consisting of gualifying information, eligibility critoriz, bill of guantities (B.0.0), Set of terms and conditions
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the deparimental websitewww jkionders, gov inas per schedule of date

before the fixation of contract.

Mo. IFCDS/CS/E-NIT-20/2024-25/8507-21
DIP¥-12914/24% Dated: 12/03/2025.

given below:
l.__|[aamnrﬂmuf Tender Notice 12.03.2025 From 00 PM
{Period of downloading of bid- 2.03.2025 Froum 6:00 P.M

ing documants. i

it submizsion Start Date 12.03.2005 |Erom B:00PM
4, Bid Subymission End Date : 8032025  Wplo S 00 PM_
9. Date & time of opening of Bids 6-03-2025at 12.00 AM in the Office of the Executive Engineer im

Flood control Division Srinagar.

B. The Successful bidder has to provide 5% of Adv. Cost as Performance Secornty within 3 days after opening of Finandal Bid
without any intima tion thereof.
Mote:
1 The Bidders are advised to read all conditions lay down in the NIT @mefully before uploaded softcopy any short fali if any
found in the soft copy the tender shall be rejected.
2 As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Sectt. Finance department vide No.OM No AJ24{2017)-
651 did. 07-06-2018 which reads as under:
aj Furnizhing of Hand Copies of bids immediately after submission of E-tenders is dispensed with. The same should be obtained
oniy from the Bidder whose declared Ist Lowest (L-1) after opening of financial bids.
b} The Cost of tenders should be collected by uploading a mpy of necessary Treasury Challan/Receipt. Bids must be accom-

panied with cost of Tender docement in shape of Treasury Chaflan/Receipt (Debited to M.H.0701 —Rev. Misc) and Earmest Mooy
im the shape of COR/FDR in favour of Executive Engineer Imigation and Flood Control Division Srinagar failing which the tender will be
rejected oot rightly. (DR/FOR  (Eamest money/Bid security) and refevant bid documents shall be obtzined from the lowest bidder

B4 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.iitenders_gov.inand conveyed to the bidders auto-
matically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address, The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in
‘the office of Executive Engineer Irmi. and F.C. Division Srinagar.

4, The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids.

S Thenormat deposits to be deducted as per GFR 2007 rules from running bills to be refeased after total completion of the work.
B. The tender opening authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders or any part of any tender without assign-
ing meason thereof.

h Instruction to bidders reparding e-tendering process.

Bidders are 2dvised to download bid submission mamual from the “Downloads" option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit®
mwebsmz www. ktenders.pov.into acquaint bid submission process.
To participate in bidding process, bidders have to et Digital Sipnature Certificate (D5C) as per Information Technology Act-
JDUG Bidders can pet digital certificate from any approved vendor.
The bidders have to sebmit their bids online in eloctronic format with digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in
fﬂ'ﬁrsi:alfmmlihds will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
7. All other terms and conditions same as {zid down in the PWD Form 25Double shall also remain in force. D

eds-

(Er. Shazia Maijid)

Expcutive Engineer

|rrigation and Flood Division Srinagar
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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 75BN BSF.

SANAT NAGAR. SRINAGAR. (J&K)
/I/AUCTION NOTICE//

A public Auction for dispose of the unserviceahle stores {Le
OM/Provisioning. Comn, MT, Offt Mess, 50"s Mess, and Canteen
stomes) in respect of 75 Bn BSF will be conducted at Bn HO Sanat
Magar, Srinagar {M&K) on TTth Mar® 2025 at TI00 Hrs

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. Alltheinterested authorized bidders/parties are requested
to attend the auction on scheduled date and time men-
tioned above.

2. All interested bidder will have to pet themselves registered
with Commandant, 73 Bn B5F at least 01 houwr prior to the

auction of stores alongwith Aadhaar card, PAN card and GST

number in original and also deposit Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees
Ten thousand ) only in advance as earmest monoy which

will be refunded Jadjusted after finalization of awction of

condemped stores on the same day.

- %
auction, same will be conducted an the next day.

4, L The stores shall be sold to the highest bidder on cash
payments on the spot.

5  Sucessiul bidderwill have to deposit full amount of awction
money and GST/other taxes (if any) after completion of
awction.

6. The auction will be held a= per departmental mles and
regulations.

7. Thefinal bidder will have to deposit the cost of the awctioned
stores and applicable G5T on the spot and will lift the same
from Battalion HQ 75 Bn, BSF, Sanat Nagar. Srnagar (1&K)
at his own arrangement within 24 hrs. No transport will be
provided by this Department.

8. Incase final bidders fail to deposit the cost of the stores on
the spot, his camest money will be forfeited.

9. Commandani. 75 Bn BSF mserves the rights to aocept /
roject the final bid without assigning any reason. Any doubts
gueries its of clarification reguired by any bidder, presiding
Officer of the board/Commandant 75 Bn BSF will give the
decision on the spot which will be accepted by all concemed.

10. Other terms and conditions will be announced by the BOO
before the public auction.

Mo 1001/ Prov/Auvction-Notice/75 Bn BSF/2025/ 2610-54
Dated the 20 Feb® 2025

CBCIONO/T/0126/2425
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In case of bandh call’ strike in state on the date of

The Jammu and Kashmir
State Board Of School Education
New Campus Bemina Srinagar

Notice for General Public

The applicant! candidate whose "l‘lDIIZI'-""'II-FI“I is published in this
nofice and |:I:||rr'.|n-T to have lost her gualification certificate/s is-
sued under as per below mentioned details:-

Roll Moz 6115247

ass 10th

Year & Session 2017/ Annual Reg.
Registration: N16331710006
Name : Yasir Ahmad Bhart
Father's Name: Bilal Ahmad Bhat
Mother's Mame : Dilshada Akhter
Date of Birth:- 09-03-2003
Residenc:- Lelhara Kakapora
According the candidate concerned has approach (o this office lor
issnance of Duplicate Qualification Marks Centificate/s. so before
the same is processed and provided to the candidate, under rules,
anybody E L-,;w g any obiection in this regard, shall bring into the
notice of Assistant Secretary of Cerfificate as well a5 Assistant
Secretary Examination (nit 1 & Ul KDY within the period of 10 &
7 days respectively. from the date of poblication of this notice.
(Besides the above referred “Qualification | Marks Certificate)s™
bearing Ne: 5200 be treated as "CANCELLED™)

Mo: FCer is-I-Dg OB KDY
Dated

fho

Assistant Secretary
Certificates, K.

. EL :‘. ’

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Sartaj Ahmad Thoker, father of Hamza Sartaj R/o
Checki Cholland Shopian wanl to correct my son's
name in Aadhaar record, which has been wrongly
entered as Abu Hameza instead of Hamza Sartaj. Now
corection required. if anybody has any objection,
may contact the concemed Aadhaar Centre, Jammu/

Srinagar or concermed authorities within 7 days.
fko

PUBLIC NOTICE
| want to transfer the name on electricity connection bearing
consumer D No: 0203010018140 From Bashir Ahmad Mir To
Saleemna Begum W/0 Bashir Ahmad Mir . If anybody has any
ohjection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in
the concerned office within seven days. After that no objection
shall be entertained.

Saleema Begum W/ o Bashir Ahmad Mir iko
R/o Arampora Near Masjid Abubakar Qamarwari Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

LManzoor Ahmad Bhat 5/0 Ghulam Mohammad Bhat RO
Om Buran Tehsil Singhpora Distt Baramulla declare onoath as
under that my DOB i as per service recosd is 28/10,/1976 and |
have attached service recond with DOB application and now |
want to obtain D08 in my favowr from BDO offico singhpora
if any body have objection he she may contact to tehsil office
singhpora within seven days and after seven days no objection
will be accepted

Tio
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India's Economic Growth To

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Moody’s Ratings
an Wednesday said India's eco-
nomic growth will exceed 6.5
per cent in the next fiscal, op
from 6.3 per cent this year, on
higher government capex and
consumption boost from fax
cuts and interest rate redoc-
Liom.

Projecting 2 stable outlook
for the banking

Exceed 6.5% In FY26: Moody's

among large economies gobally.

"Covernment capital expen-
diture, fax cuts for middle-class
income groups o boost con-
sumption and monetary eas-
ing will help India's real COP

prowlh exceed 6.5% for fiscal
202526 from .63% in fiscal
2024757 Mondy's Ratings said.
The finance ministry’'s ECo-
nomic Survey has projected
CDP growth for next fiscal at
6£.3-6.8 per cent. As

sector,  Moody's finance per official estimates,
said although the T"::w; COP growth in the
gperating  envi- 3 current fiscal would
ronment of indian Economic SUrvey 1o 6 5 por cent.
banks will remain has projected GDP  The country's real
favourable in the gmwﬂlfﬂtnm COP prowts slowed to
next fiscal, their E1ER Ebpercentln[nE uhy-
assel qQuakty will hi:tt As September 2024 q}uar—
deteriorate - mod- pex 5 3 e ter before mbounding
erately after sub- official estimates, o 52 per cent in the
stantial improve- GDP growth in following quarter:
ments n recent the current fiscal Moody's  expects
/ears, withli some India’s average infla-
;tress N unse- wheﬂ.ﬁnﬂ fion rate to d%c]jne o

cured retail loans,
microfimance loans and small
business loans.

Banks' profitability will fe-
main adeguate as declings in
net interest margins (NiMs)
are likely to be marginal amid
modest Tate cots, it said.

Moody's said that following
a lemporary slowadown im mid-
2024, India’s economic growth
15 expected to reaccelerate and
record one of the fastest rates

4.5 per cent in fiscal
2025-26 from 4.8 per cent in
the prévious year.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) raised s policy rate b
25{) hass points from May 21315
to February 2023 to tame infla-
tion, which fias gradoally fed to
InCTeases in interest rates for
borrowers,

The HBI lowered its polic
rate by 25 basis points (o E.EE
per cent m Febroary 2025,

Sensex Falls For 4th Day As IT Pack
Tumbles On US Growth Concerns

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Benchmark BSE
Sensex dropped by 72 points
an Wednesday, extending ijts
losing run to the fourth day as
IT shares refreated due to con-
cerns over LS growth.

The-30-share B5E Sensex fell
7256 points or 0.10 per cent
to close at 7402976, During
the session, it tumbled 504.16
points or 068 per cent to touch
2 low of 73,595 16

The NSE Nifty stipped 27.40
points or 0,12 per cent to end
at 22.470.50. In the session, it
fell 168.35 points or 074 per
cent to it an intraday low of
27 33955,

From the Sensex pack, Info-
sys, Tech mMahindra, Mestie In-
dia; Tata Consultancy Services,
HCL Technologies, Asian Paints,
Axis Bank, Zomato, Hindosian
Unilever, and Bharti Airtel were
among the laggards.

On the other hand, Indusind
Bank, Tata Motors, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, Bajaj Finance,
HOFC Bank, (TC, Sun PFharma,
Bajaj Finserv and UliraTech Ce-
ment were the gaimners.

The BSE Smallcap gauge fell
(.48 per cent, while the midcap
index slipped 0.57 per cent.

"Persistent uncertainties sur-
rounding giobal trade and the
fear ol @ US recession continue
10 infleence the domestic mar
kot's momentum. Despite the
stabilisation in valuation to the
S-year average and signs of im-
provement iR urban and roral
demand, investor risk appetite
remains subdued” Vinod MNair,
Head of Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services, said,

Key concern is whether the
ongoing correction happening
0 the US market can spill over
to the global market, The US
market 15 under pressure from
weakening economic data and
uncertainty over tanil policy,
Mair added. Among the BSE
sectoral indices, Focussed (T, [T,
Teck, Realty, Telecommunict
tion, Metal, Capital Goods, Ser-
vires, and Industrial were among
the major laggards.

In contrast, Enermy, FMOC,
lnancial services, Healthcare,
Utilities, Auto, Bankex. Con-
sumer Durables, il & Cas. and
Power were the gainers,

?Te-ss Trust Of India

JAMMLE Jamma and Kash-
mir Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Chowdhary on
wednesday said those who
sel up industries in jammu
and kashmir will have to
provide employment to lo-
cal youth in the regicn.

Crediting previcus Nation-
al Conference FOvETMIMETHS
for induostnial development in
Jammu and Kashmir. he said
Chiel mMinister Omar Abdul-
lahis committed toindustrial
development in |ammy and
Kashmir bol that will not be
at the cost of the peaple.

"Thase (invesiors]) who
will set up industries in [am-
mu and Kashmir will have
to provide employment o
Ical youth in the region”
Choudhary said while reply-
ing (0 supplementary ques-
tions during the Question
Hour in the Assembiy here.

He said the Omar Abdul-
lah government is commit-
1ed [0 ensuring no imjuostice
1o the people of jammu and
Kashmir.

"It is the commitment of
the Omar Abdullah govern-
ment. The industrial estates,
whether in Kashmir, |Jammu,
Gangyal. or any other place,
were sef up dunng National
Conference rule. The Chief
Minister is committed (o
industrial development in
Jammu and Kashmir bot
that will not be at the costof
the people,” he said.

Replying o a Question
from BjP MLA Rajiv jastotia,
the Deputy Chief Minister

Those Setting Up Industries In J&K
Will Have To Provide Employment
To Local Youth: DyCM

further said, “it is the en-
deavour of this government
that we will not allow the
lands of the people of J&K 1o
be miven to outsiders, What-
ever is nght will be-done.”

Hesaid the local youth have
a Figght to jobs in industries.

g deputy chied minister
said spon after the forma-
tion of the government, Chief
minister Omar Abdellah held
meeings with varioos stake-
holders ‘in the indusirial sec-
tor. "It is-a fact that the local
industry faced losses during
the past 10 years. Nothing was
done for the employment of
iocal youth. We are committed
to clianging that” he added.

Choudhary said the key
hightights of the jammu
and Kashmir Industrial fol-
icy 2021-30 aim 1o boister

industrial growth across
various sectors, focusing
on manafacturing, IT, ag-

riculture, food [rocessing,
healthcare, pharmaceuti-
cals,; infrastructore, real es-
tate, herbal and medicinal
plants, among other sectors
notified by the jammu and
Kasfimir government.

THOSE (INVESTORS) WHO WILL SET UP INDUSTRIES IN JAMMU AND
KASHMIR will have to provide employment to local youth in the region”

Hesaid the incentives under
the policy include a 100 per
cent subsidy for the purchase
and installation of DG sets (up
o Rs 45 lakh) exemption of
stamp duty and court fees on
land transactions in govern-
ment indostrial estates.

He Turther said other in-
centives include a 25 per
cent sabsidy on automa-
tinn, a 30 per cent subsidy
on procuring and obiaining
machinery, a quality certifi-
cation subsidy, a 60 per cent
subsidy for the purchase
and instatiation of pollution
control devices, and a 50
per cent subsidy on the total
cost incurmed 0OR  environ-
ment-friendly  production
technology expenditures.

"Besides this, there is a
100 per cent net SCST reim-
barsement for eligible exist-
':1155[ units registered under

in jammu and Kashmir
as of March 33, 2021, for
10 years, The tornover in-
centives under the policy
inchude 3 per cent for mi-
ro units and 2 per cent for
small, medium, and large
anits fior 5years,” he said.

After Airtel, Ambani's Jio Strikes Satellite
Internet Deal With Musk's Starlink

Press Trust Of India

NEW  DELHI: Bilbonaire
Mukesh Amban’s Jio Plat-
forms has situck a deal with
SpaceXx, the aerospace compa-
ny led by Elon Musk, 1o bring
Starhink’s broadband internet
services o India, a Surprise
move that follows months of
ckering -over how Muosk’s
venture should be gramed
spectrom rights.

The deal with Muosk - con-
sidered the right-hand-man
of US President Donald Trump
- comes a day after telecom
Hycaun Sunil Bharti mittal’s

harty Airtel signed a similar
partnershipdeal with SpaceX.

Owver the past few months,
tivals Jio and Aarted had come
together 1o demand an aud-
tion for awarding specttum
[or satellite sepvicesin India as
they feared an admimistrative
allocation: would give Musk
dirwaves at 3 pnce'lu-.-.-er than
what they had paid via auc-
tions in the past.

This agreement "is sulject
o SpaceX recewing its own
duthorisations to sell Starlink
in India”, Jio Platforms - the
company that holds telecom
and digital properiies of Reli-
ance ndusiries Ltd - said in a
statement on Wednesday.

Jio will offer Starlink equip-
ment in retail outlets and online
stores and also suport custom-
er installation and acthvation
on devices. Jio and SpaceX will
also explore how they can boost
each other's offerings.

"Through this agreement,
the parties will feverage fio's
position as the world's largest
mobile operator in terms of
data traffec and Starlink’s pasi-
fion as the world's leading low
earth orbit satellite canstella-
tion operator o deliver reliable
broadband services across the
couniry, inchoding the most
rural and remate regions af in-
dia” the statement sand.

Starlink is the world's larg-
o5t low-earth-orbit {LED) con-
stellarion operated by SpaceX.

On' Tuesday, Bharti Airtel
announced that it is enter-
INg into an agreement with

Spacex [ bring Starlink’s
high-speed Internet service o
India on a non-exclusive basis.
Bharti already partners with
Eutelsat Oneweb, the second-
largest LED consteliation.

Similarly, Jio Platforms has
a4 joint venture with SES, a
leading global sateflite-based
content connectivity salotions
provider.

jio Space Technology Limit
ed, where Jio holds 51 per cent
and SES 49 per cent, i5i0 use
multi-orbit space  petworks
that are a combination of
peostationary (GEO) and me-
dium earth orbit {MEQ] satel-
lite constellations capable of
delivering multi-gigabit links
and capacity 1o enterprises.
mabile backhaul and  retail
Customers across the lengih
and breadth of India and
neighbouring regions.

Inflation Slips Below RBI's Target
Of 4%; Facto Output Up 5%

Prezs Trust Df lmila

NEW DELHI- Subdued food
prices in Febroary pulled down
retail inflation below the Re-
serve Bank's median target of
4 per cent while the country’s
manufactaring seéctor peshed
the key factory oulput index to
5 per cent in january, showed
data released by the govern-
ment on Wednesday.

The sharp decline ininflation
has raised the prospects for an-
ather rate cut by the Reserve
Bank of india (RBI) on April 9.
If RBI reduces rate next month,
it will be the second rate cut
within two months.

Consumer Price Index (CP1)-
based retail inflation slipped
to seven-montit low of 3.61 per
cemt in February mainly doe
10 easing prices of vegetables,
eggs, and other protein-rich
items, creating space for the
RBI to go for another Cot 0 in-
terest rate next month.

The headline inflation was
at 426 per cent in janoary and
5.09 per cent in February 2024,
The previoos low was wil-
nessed in fuly.

The P has beenin the com-
fort zone of the RBI since No-
vember 2024,

The RBI, which has Deen
mandated 0 ensure retail in-
flation remains at 4 per cent
[+~ 2 per cent), has reduced the
short-term lending rate (repo)
by 25 Basis points last momnth
an easing concerns on the in-
fanon front.

The ceptral bank 15 sched-
uled 1o announce the next set
of bi-monthly monetary policy
on April 9.

Asipnificant decline imhead-
line inflation and food mila-
tion during Febiruary has been
mainly atinbuted to decline
in inflation of vegetables, egg,

meat and fish, pulses and prod-
ucts, and milk and products.

Key items having lowest
year-on-year infiation in Feb-
rudry wele ginger (-35.81 per
cent), jeera (-28.77 per cent),
tomato (-28.51 per cent), cao-
liffower (-21.19 per cent), zariic
{=2(0.32 per cent).

Cn the other hand, top items
with highest inflation were co-
conut ouf {54.48 per cent), coco-
nut (41.51 per cent), gold (35.58
per cent), silver (3089 per cent],
and onion (3042 per cent),

The second set of data re-
leased by the National Stafistics
Oifice (N50) showed that the

rowth in Index of Industrial

roduction (1IP), a measore of
performance of industries, ac
celerated to 5 per cent in jam-
ary 2025, driven by 3 rebound
in manufacturing activity.

The gowernment has also
revised the December 2024 in-
dustrial output figure to 3.5 per
cent from the provisional esti-
mate of 3.2 per cent refeased in
the previdus month.

The expansion in NP was at
4.2 per cent in january 2024.

In the April-fanuary period
this fiscal year, the 1P Zrew
4.2 per cent, stower than & per
cept recorded in the year-ago
period.

The manufacturing seciors
oulpul grew 5.5 per cent in jan-
uary 2025 upirom 1.6 per cent
in the year-ago month.

Mining productih growth
declined to 4.4 per cent [rom &
Pér cent yearan-yeat

Parliament Passes Bill To Amend Law
Governing Oilfields Development

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Parhament on
Wednesday passed a bill that
sepks [0 amend he existin
law governing exploration a
prodoction: of oil and gas as
well a5 delink petroleum opera-
tions from mining operatons to
boost investment in the sector.

The Lok 5abha cleared the
Oilficlds (Regulation and De-
velopment] Amendment  Bill,
2024, on Wednesday. The bill
wis passed by the Rajya Sabha
an December 3, 2024,

Replying to the discussion on
the hill, Petroleum and Matural
Cas Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said india is the only coun-
try in the world where in the
reference period of last three
years, the prices of petrol and
diese] have actually come down.

"We have brought down the
prices of petrol and diesel be-
Cause the prime minister re-
duced the central excise (duty)
on two-nccasions,” Puri asserted
and took a swipe at the (ppaosi-
tion, saying that Congress-reled
states have increased VAT (Valoe
Added Tax) an petrol and diesel.

Prices in nesghboarhood coun-
tries are 15 to 25 per cent higher
than in ndia. Equally, prices in
Western Europe and US are much
higher than in India, he said

while meving the bill for con-
sideration and passage in the Lok
Sabha, Puri said it does not alter
the existing level-playing field for
both public and private sectors:

“The ml bill aims to resolve

one of the biggest grievances of
glum] oil companies interested
in investing in India by provid-
ing stahility in operation, both
in terms of tenure of the lease
and the condition. The bill also
does not aiter the rights of the
states, which will continoe 1o
give petroleum leases and re-
ceive royalties as before.

“The bill also does not alter
the existing level-playing field
and offers no preference 1o ei-
ther the private or the poblic
sector” the minister said;

Amang others, the bill aims
to decriminalise some of the
provasions: of the ariginal Oil-
fields (Regulation and Develop-
menn Act, 1948, by introduc-
ing "penalties, adjudication by
an adjudicating authority and
appeal as against the order of
adipdicating aathorty ™.

Besides, it seeks o imtroduce
‘petroleum ease” and expands
the defimition of mineral oils to
include trode oil, natural gas,
petroleum, condensate, coal bed
methane, oil shale, shale gas,
shale oil, tight gas, tight oil and
25 fydrate, with a view 10 rais-
ing domestic output and cutting
reliance on impeorts, he said.

Global Shares Are Mixed After Wall
Street Briefly Dips More Than 10%

Below Its Record

Associated Press

lobal shares were mixed
Gnn Wednesday as investars

weizhed the impact of Presi-
dent Donald Trump's tariffs after an-
pther day of losses onWall Street. US
Tutures and ail prices were gher.

France’s CAC 40 edged up 0.9%in
early fTading to 8,014.58. Cermany's
DAX jumped L5% to 22R44.81,
while Britain’s FTSE 100 added 0.5%
to 8,542 24. 1S shares were set Lo
drift higher with Dow futures up
nearty (L1% at 41, 510000, S&P 500 fu-
tares rose B.6% o 5,610.00.

Tromyy's escalation in his trade war is
ratthng giobal markets. Trump has upped
i1is tanifs agamst Canadian steel and alu-
minum, prompting the Canadian prowv-
nce of Ontario [ remove @ surcharge that
had enraped him |apan’s benchmark
Nikkei 225 finished litile changed.
gaining less than (.13 to 3681900,

Hong Kong's Hang Seng lost 0.9% to
23566.42, whil= the Shanghai Com-

posite edeed down 0.2% o 337192,

Australia’s S&EPASK 200 dropped
1.3% to 7.786.20. South Korea's Kospi
added 1.5% 10 2.574.82,

Stocks drooped on uncertainty
aboist how moch pamn Trump is will-
ing for the economy o endure in ar-
der to get what he wants.

*“Trump’s tariff policies continue
o have a destabilizing affect on mar
kets, with investors lefl guessing as to
which measures will either be added
of walked back next,” said Tim Water-
er, chief market analyst at KCM Trade.

Moves try Tromp and comments
by the White House on Tuesday
didn't clanfy much. White House
press secretary Karoline Eeawift
said, “The president will lotk out for
wall Sireat and for Main Streat.”

The recent swings followed more
warning signals flashing about
the econpomy as Trump's on -and-
off -again mllout of tarils creates
confusion and pessimism for LS.
howseholds and businesses.

Rupee Inches Up 2 Paise To Close At
87.19 Against US Dollar

Press Trust OF India

rupee advanced 2 paise

l o close at 8719 {provision-

al) against the US dollar on

Wednesday amid wvolatile glebal

senhimient. on fanff wncertaingies

and some recovery in the American
Currency mndex.

Forex anahyses said an upwand move
i crude oil prices-alsoimpacted thie fo-
cal umit and capped its gain as sefling
pressure in domestic equily and out-
ftow of foreign capital confinued.

Also, market participants stayed
caulious, awaiting cues from mac-
roeconomic data to be released in
india-and the US [arer in-the day.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change, the rupee opened ar 87.24
and frouched the intraday low of
§7.32 against the greenback. The
unit also hit the day’s high of 87.17
before ending the sesSion at 8710
[provisional] against the dollar, 2
paise higher from ifs previous ses-
Sion's Lmsmg level,

The rupee ended 10 paise higher

at 87.21 against the dollar on Tues-
day, a day after losing 36 paise.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
Zaupes the greenback’s strengih against
a basket of six coimencies, was trading
higher by 018 per centat 103.45.

Brent crude, the giobal oil bench-
mark, traded (.55 per cent higher at
15 69.94 per barrel in futures trade.

The domestic eguity market
closed om a flat note with the
J0-share BSE Sensex ending 7156
points, or Ui0 per cent lower at
402976 and Lhe broader Mifty set-
tling 2740 points, or 0.12 per-cent,
down at 22 470.50 points,

Foreign institutional  investors
(Fisy offlcaded equities, worth Rs
2,823 76 crore on a net basis on Tues-
day, according (o exchange data.

According to experts, uncertain-
ties over tarifl mowves intensified
after President Donald Trump said
the US would doable the forthcom-
ing levy on steel and alominiam o
50 per cent if they come from Can-
ada bot later hinted that he might
reconsider the additional hike.

Gold Slightly Up On Retail Buying,
Silver Rallies Rs 1,300

Press Trost Of India

old prices were marginally
Gu]:- in the national camital on

Wednesday amid  modest
retail buying as well as jewellery
offtake, according to the All india
Sarafa Association.

The precious metal of 99.9 per
cent purity rose by Rs 60 to Rs
88,850 per 10 grams. it had closed at
s 28,700 per 10 grams on Tuesday.

Gold of 995 per cent parity ad-
vanced by Rs 60 to Rs 88,450 per 10
FTAMS.

Silver price climbed by Rs 1,300
Lo hit nearly a three-week high of RS
1.00.200 per kg It had settled at Rs
08,900 per kg in the previoas mar
ket close.

in the international markets,
spot gold in the intemational mar-
kets raded flat af USD 2 91573 per
CUmCe.

"Gold prices remamned flat as the
US dollar weakened 1o a five-month
low, weighed down by economic
concerns and geopolitical uncertain-

ty. The greenback strogeled amid
fears over US economic stability,
fuelled by President Danald Trump's
unpredictable trade policies,” Abans
Fimancial Services Chiel Executive
Officer Chintan Mehia said.

Also, Comex futures for April de-
livery traded higher at USD 2,.921.30
per ounce.

Meanwhile, sibver spot prices inthe
Asian market hoors quoted 0.25 per
cent higher at USD 33.03 per cunce.
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Ban On AAC,

Masroon Abbas Ansan led [Kin.

As the House assembled for the day,
Para raised the msue Speaker Abdul
Rahim Raiher instrucied mm o sit down
&5 the Question Hour had beoun.

Speaking to reporters outside the
House, Para sad, “This move chokes po-
[itical and socio-religious space in jammug
and Kashmir. The BjP h:ls een atternpt-
ing this for several years.”

“Awami Action Committes has been
banned, ittehad-ul- Muslimeen has been
banned. It's important that we should
discuss the issue first” he said

"It 15 an unfortunate order. Mirwaiz
Sahab is the most moderate voice in J&K
e stand with him,” Para said, adding that
the Government of India should revoke
the ban on AALC and JKIM.

NC legislator Tanvir Siddig said (hat the
ban on AAC and [KIM shiould be revisited

“Mirwaiz 5ahab has been talking more
on social and economic 15sues over the
last few years. He has heen raising his
voice agmnst drug abuse. We don't sap-
port any anti-national acivity but the
Fovernment should revisit its decision.”
he =3id.

However, the leader of the Opposition
and BjP MLA Sunil Sharma welcomed the
ban cn the two organisations

“Two organisations were undermining
India’s unity. MHA'S ban on these organ-
isations i= commendable. BIF supports
this decision,” he told reporters cutside
the assemibly

Sharma emphasised “no individual or
organisation should be allewed 1o work
against the integrity and wmity of our
country.”

Responding o criticism from PDP chief
wehbooba Mulfli, he said “PFO's founda-
fion 15 mooted N separatist sentiments
Whenever radical and anti-India groups
are confronted, Mehbooba §i expresses
distress”

MILA - Sheikh Khursheed, brother of
jaed MP Engmeer Rashid, also criticised
the ham, stating, “Banning any individoal
or pofitical party is undemocTatic. Wwe
condemn such actions: On one hand, the
{entre i5 ergaging with Mirwaiz Sahib,
and on the other hand, his party © being
banned. Thisisunforfunate.”

B ™LA Yodhwr Sethi said there
should be more siriciness on the peo-
ple adwocating the cause of Pakistan in
[ammu and ¥ashimir

“Wi welcome this ban It 15 aimed to
Curb separatist and other elements in the
region”, he toid reporters.

The notification from  the Union
Minisiry of Home AfMairs stated that
members of the Awami Action Committes
headed by Umar Faroog hawe been in-
volved in supporling terronst activifes
and promoting anti-india propaganda o
fuel SECRSSIONESTT iM jamimu and Kashmir

No Intel Shared

and Shia |leader Maulana Masroor
Abbas Ansan-led |KIM for five years for
their alleged anti-national activities.

POP leader Mehbooba Mufti oo
wednesday gquestioned the “silence” of
the NC movernment over the decision,

saying the people had expectations fom
the elected gowernment that it would
safeguard them, “but quite the opposite
15 happening™.

“Earhier, the BiP banned jamaat-e-
Iskamni (lel), it was done under the LG
rule and we could not do anything about
if, bul we raised our viices, Today, when
there is 3 pecple’s government, mome
atrocities are happemng and the ruling
party is sslent and not doing anything

"Such actions are wrong and abnormal,
But because of the sifence of the ruling
party, these seem to be normal,” she said.

I do not know the basis of the ban
This 45 not wnder the purview of the
elected government {in jEK) and the in-
telligence on the basis of winch i has
{aken place has not been shared withus”
Omar Abdullah old reponters here after
the culmination of the fifth edition of the
Khelo India winter Cames.

However, Abdullah said, “On principle,
we have never been in favour of such
dedsions”.

“Since the wMirwair was released from
house arrest, | have not seen any objec-
fionable statements mom m, bat we
do not have any information about the
rexsons belnd the ban. (But], we will
see wihat 1o do (aboat i) m the future,”
ne added,

To a question whether the ban was
becanse of Mirwaiz's: oiticism of the
fecently held fashion show at the resart,
{ief Mimister Abduflah ard, “You cannot
say that”,

The fashion show in the ski resort of
Culmarg during the fasting month of
Ramzan evoked widespread criticism,
with Mirwaiz Umar Faroog saying ob-
soenity i the name of tounsm promotion
will not be telerated.

Asked about the Bjfs charge that the
fiotel where the fashion show ook place
belongs to one of his refatives, the chief
minister said, Tyes, the hotel belongs (o
ong of my relatives, and | am not deny-
ing that™.

“There are two hotels in Calmarg that
belong o my relatives — Nedous and
Highland Park. Bul, | will not say any-
thing more than what { have said in the
assembly,” he said.

Asked whether any achion will fake
place, the M said, “If something has
been done mamgt the law, then action
will take place.”

Weather Shift

through emwironment-fMiendly ways
sp that the slopes are prepared for skiing
early amidst the mines temperatures and
we will b able to start the skiing course
again from December upto March, Wwe
will not hawe 1o wait for March 1o con-
duct the Khelo India winter Cames,”

The Chief Minister expressed happi-
ness over the completion of the second
phase of KIWG-2025. “Finally the event
tas been held, which seemed impossible
due to the weather condifions in janoany.
The recent smowfall made the EIWG
possible as it occurred at the apt time. |
express my gratitude to all the panici-
pants.” the Chief Minister said.

While congratulating the Amy,

Himachal Pradesh, and Ladakh [or secor-
ing top positions in the KIWG-2025, the
Chiefl Mimster expressed disappoint-
ment over &K not securing any top rank
in the competition. "wWe need 1o arrange
the coaches and augment the infrasiruc-
ture {or pur skiers so that J&K in the sixth
edition of Khelo India Winter Cames se-
cures the top positions,” he said

The Chief Mimster welcomed the deci-
sion to develop a winter Sports Centre of
Excellence in Gulmarg,

Terming Culmarg as the winter capi-
tal of the country, Omar said, "It 1s the
place where skung started. The T-bar
lift ir Culmarg was introduced dur-
ing British rule. Later the track lifi and
Candola in phases were introduced and
in the end chairift was introduced which
was completed in 2012, However, this is
not enough as the other countries have
moved much ahead”

“in the last two-three years, we have
observed that those who used [0 come
to Culmarg for skiing are now optng
o visit the central Asian couniries ke
Uzhekastamn. Mow, it 15 our responsibility
o develop Culmarg further and augment
the skiing infrastructure here” Omar
said.

“We are lucky that the Frime Minister
recently inawgorated a4 tonnel in
Sonamarg. It has turned the picturesgqoe
TESGIT N0 3 winmer destinaton now, We
want (o develop Sonamarg for sking like
Culmarg”

The Chief Minister said that Sonamarg
has the natural advantages, which can
help the place to emeree as the best ski-
ing destination.

Omar said that Sporis Mimster Satish
Sharma was recently assured by the
Union Sports Minister that the nffa-
structure will be avpmented further
“The sports infra is not hmited (o comng
upwith stadiums for cricket and football,
but many games are being preferred by
the youth nowadays, therefore the infra
needs  be augmented at earhiest so that
the youngsters, who are indulging in an-
ti-s00ial issoes activities will be involved
1T 5poTts activilies”

He said that his government aims
to bnng transformative change (o the
sports sector so that the youth who are
“being diverted toward the wiong paths”
are adtively engaged in SpOTLS.

The chief minister was speaking at the
concluding ceremony of the fifth edition
of the Khelo India Winter Cames (KIWG)
in Culmare.

Abdulian outhned his sovermment's
comimitment (o developing sparts inffa-
structure in 2very village, ensuring that
youth have opportunities (o engage in
SpOrts.

“Chur youth are being diverted toward
the wrong paths, We want them to be ac-
tively engaged in sparts and make [amimu
and Kashnur a spors hub — whether it's
for traditional sports, adventure spaorts,
or winter sports,” he said.

Abduliafl further mentioned that dor-
ing the presentation of the &K bedget in
the Assembly, significant funds had been
allocated for sports development.

"Cher the next four and 3 halfl years,

our EOvermment aims (o bhng a frans-
formative change 10 the sports sector”
he added.

Reflecting on the challenges leading
up 1o this year’s KIWG, the CM said that
the persstent dry weather in |anoary
and Febroary had raised concerns abeout
whether the zames would take place.

“Ower the past four years, the KIWG
have been condocted wath reat enthusi-
A5ML Howewver, this year, we faced an un-
precedented challenge as there was very
little snow accumulation,” e said.

He noted that a thorosgh assessment
af the snow conditions was conducted
by techmcal staff, feading o exten-
sive discussions on whether the games
should be held, postponed, or cancefled.
Eventually, he decided (o postpone the
event, homng for snowlall

“Then, by the grace of the Almighty,
we received enough snow and the 5th
Edition of the KIWC was oificially an-
nounced,” he said.

As an avid skaier himself, the CM shared
a personal anecdote, saying that he had
attempted 1o ski earlier in the day but
found it difficult due to the high \water
content in the smow.

“If | found o challenging, | can only
imagine how difficult it must have been
for the athletes,” he said, appreciating
their determination and resglience in
overcoming the tough conditions to de-
liver commendable performances,

He envisioned using eco-friendly arti-
ficial snow technology to ensuré that the
Khelo india Winter Cames can be held as
early as December and |anuary, thereby
gxpanding the winter sports season

Reiterating Culmarg’s status as the
Winter Sporis Capital of India, Abdullah
emphasised that the promotion and de-
velopment of skiing in the Country onRgi-
nated from Culmarg.

“The imitial infrastructore at Culmarg
dates back to the British era, but what we
have today is stll not sufficient to meet
the growing demands of winter sports
and tourism,” he said.

“If we wish o posifion curselves as
4 global winter sports destination, we
must invest i inffasiructure enhance-
mene,” he said,

He emphasised that sports infrastrec-
ture should not be hmited o mansiream
games like cricket and football, which re-
Quire spacious grounds.

"Emerging sports Iike Pickleball are at-
racting young players, and these require
minimal space. ‘We must diversify ouor
sports infrastrecture,” he said.

Abdullah extended an invatation
io Umion Sports Minister  Mansukh
Mandaviya, who was the chiel guest af
the ceremony, inviting fim and his fam-
ily to visit Culmarg and other touristdes-
finations in &K

He also thanked the athletes for their
parficipation, acknowledzing their dedi-
cation and commitment despite the
short notice for the commencement of
the Sth Khelo India Winter Cames. {in-
puts [TOm agendies)

Reports False

am being put [0 re-auction through

Public Notice [ssued on 07032025 and
bidding process (again o be conducted
by the &K Bank) shall be completed on
17032025 for these 34 vends.”

The document further added that, =it
is relevant to mention that the number
of JKEL-Z vends (Wine Shops) remained
unchanged ie 305, since FY 2023-24
and there 5 no mcrease in the nomber
of vends, either in jamimu or in Kashmir
The breakup of the vends (Wine Shops)
i5: fammu-291 and Kashmir - 14}

All detzils regarding the Excise Policy
along with location of the vemds [Wine
Shops) efc is available on the official
website of the Excise Depariment Le.
hitps:|/jkexcisenicin

No New Liquor

ceports that the government has
launched bids for 83 new liquor shops
in &K

*N0 NEW LIQUOR VENDS ARE BEING
ADVERTISED) OR ALLOTED By MY
COVERNMENT. TV channels & news por-
1als should immediately stop peddling
this lie,” the chiel minister said on X.

In 3 written statement, the CM's affice
said as per the &k Excise Policy for2025-
26m dated February 1%, 305 vends [Wing
Shops) were put 0 e-auction, and-after
the culmination of the bidding process,
271 vends gor allotted to the successiol
H1 bidders.

The remaining 34 locations are being
put up for re-anction through public ne-
tice 1ssoed an March 7

The bidding process (o be conduected
by the j&K Bank) will be completed on
March 17 for these 34 vends, the state-
ment said.

The sovernment s3id the number of
JKEL-2 vends remained unchanged, 1.2,
305, since Fy 2023-24. There are 291
such vends in Jammu and 14 in Kashmir,
it said.

“Thierefore, the news being circulated
in 5ocial Media regarding increase in the
numberof vends (Wine Shops) in [ammu
& Kashmir is fake/baseless” the state-
ment added.

Speaker Forms

Mohammad Yousul Tarigami, MLA
Culam Ahmad wir, MLA: Sajad Gami
Lone, MLA; Mir Mohammad Fayaz, MLA
and Choudhary Mohammad Akram,
MLA.

BjP"s Sham Lal Sharma on Wednesday
raised the issue of non-formation of
the business advisory commattee in the
Assembly. He questioned the function-
ing of the House without the formation
of the business advisory committes and
threatened to walk out. This led o a
verbal duel between am and Education
Minister Sakeena Itoo, with other mem-
bers from both the treasury and oppasi-
tional henches joimng the choms.

NC member Mubarak Cul, who was in
the Chair in the zbsence of Rather, man-
aged to calm down the sitwation and
persuaded Sharma (o sit back, informing
them that the House would be informed
about the rules shortly.

He extended the session by half-an-
hour after consulting the House as some

members from the treasury benches in-
cluding minister (oo and |aved Ahmad
Dar said many members are observing
Ramzan fast

Rather retumed (o his chair and said
the Assembly secretariat issued the pro-
visional calendar before the commence-
ment of the session and. theré was no
need for setting up the business advisory
COMmmities t run the House.

“The provisional calepdar was pre-
pared in consultation with the leader of
thi House before the sessicn as per the
roles. The business advisory committee
15 formed when the Howse 15 Taced with
soqme bag 1ssue,” he said.

Rather said some members have ex-
pressed concemn and he finds no prob-
fem in setting up the business advisony
comimittes to take the sugzestions of the
members ino account fof the smooth
functioning of the House.

“The busipess advisory ComimHitess
have been formed in the past and so it
shouild be formed again,” be said

Govt Identifies 625

reserved for J&X public sector under-
takings, & on private land, 2 guarry 1i-
Conses on private fand, 1 cluster quarry
on state land, and 23 quarry licenses for
government projects, he added.

“These measures aim o ensure he
supply of key construction materials for
various developmental projects across
[&H," he said.

The deputy chief minister informed
the Lemisiative Assembly that the Rs
4178 crore Maitra-Ramban hbridge over
the Chenab River will be completed by
August 2026,

Respandm? 0 a query by National
Conference leader Arjun Singh Raju,
hie =aid the project faced delays as the
Mational Highway authority of India
did not allow its miersection with the
Ramban fiyover. The bridge is mow being
aligned with the odd NH, rasing its he uabr
by 8.5 meters and extending sts span by
30 meters to 300 meters, he added

The foundation work is complete, with
ganiry installation and casting in prog-
ress on the Maitra side. On the Bamban
side, pier headwark and deck slab cast-
ing have begun. 5o far, Rs 2010 aoe
nas been released to the contractor, fie
added.

Choudhary said BRO has proposed up-
grading the Dhar-Udhampur roxd from
two to four lapes. The matter has heen
submutted o Morthern Command for

approval.
Replying to a guestion by Satish Kumar
Sharma, he said work will begin once the

competent authorily grants approval.
Legislators  Balwant Smgh  Mankota,
Rajiv jasmotia, and Pawan Cupta also
raised suppiementary questions.

J&K To Seek

“The central assistance under Demand
Mo, 58] Transfer of Assistance (o |&K)
was Hs 41751 core in 2023-24 Revised
Estimates), RBs 41000 crore in 2024-
Z5(RE! first supplementary), Rs 41000
crore in 2025-26(Budget Estimates).” he
said.

Dignified Farewell

Transfornung Kashmir's Final Rides

In Kashmir, it is'a painful irony that the departed, who leave behind a lifetime of earnings; are
often transported to their final resting place in load carriers —vehicles they would never have
used for commuting while alive, Th:l.s stark contrast raises a profound question: shouldn't every
soul be granted a dignified farewell, just as they lived with dignity? It is time to ensure that the
last journey of our loved ones reflects the respect and honor they deserve.

Since launching a dedicated funeral service in Islamabad in 2014, Mother Helpage now mwvites
you to donate senerously to provide these services for Srinagar, Budgam, and Baramulla.

MOTHER WELVRE

FUNERAL

A W

/ffmﬁ’a@w

INDIA

Donate Now!

o

Account Mames: Mother Helpage

Ac Number : 0472010100001092

I=5C : JAKADSAADIQ

Eranch: Jammu and Kashmir Bank Lid,
Saodigobad, Anantnag.

For gqueries call

Farooq A Ashai (Coordinator)

Ph: +91 7/88-2402837

Email :

farooqg.ashai@motherhelpage.org
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Rohit Might Be Eyeing 2027 ODI WC
Title Before Retirine:

Press Trust of India

DUBAIL Austraiia IEﬁend Ricky
Ponting believes Rohit Sharma
is 5till gomng strong and a sense
of unfinished business was he-
hind his decision to continue
playing and leading India in
the 50-over format wntil the
2027 01 world Cop to be
jointly hosted by Soath AfTica,
Limbabwe and Mamibia.

Barring the ODI Wwarld Cup,
Hohit has won all ICC titles
while captaining India. He
came agonmisingly close to lay-
ing his hands on the S0-over
world title at ome in 2023,
anly to lose to Avstralia i the
final.

Speaking on The ICC Review,
the former Avstralia skipper
saud Rohit is pretty clear about
his Muture goals.

"When you start getfing
to that pount of your career,
BVETYONES waiting for you to
retire. And | don't know why,

as he's played (in the Cham-
pions Tropiy final), | think ho
was jusl frying to puot those
Questions to bed once and for
all and say, 'no, 'm still play-
ing well enough. | love playing
in-this team. 1 love leading this
team.”

"And | think, the fact that he
said that, to me, it means that
e must have that goal in mind
of ptaying in the pext (50-over)
world Cap (in-2027)." Ponting
stated.

Handed the responsibility of
captaincy in 2021 at the age of
34, Rohit on Sunday clinched
his second 1CC title — follow-
ing the T20 World Cup win fast
year — as [ndia defeated New
Zealand by Tour wickets 10 win
the Champions Trophy here.

Chasing. 252, Rohit, 38, led
from the from with an 83-ball
76 -3t the top 1o set the plat-
form [or a comfortable win.

[n the run-up to the (ourna-

O Tormat alter the Champi-
ons Trophy, as he had retired
from T201s after winning the
T20 World Cup.

Bur Rohit simply rejected
the theories at the Pnst—ma{fh
press conference following the
final.

"One more thing, I'm not go-
ing to retire from this format,
just to make sufe NO MOore fu-
moufs are spread” Rohit told
reporters after winning the
player-of-the-match award.

"lust have oRe more crack
at frying to win the T20 World
Cup, the Champions Trophy,
and the 0D world Cup. | mean
wihen you see him piay like he
playe—dy in the Champions Tro-
phy final, you wouldn't
say that his time is up
just yor” Ponting add-
ed.

Ponting

whin vou can still play as well

Rohit's retirement from

ment, there were 1alks around
it’ i the E g

Sports Minister Says Gulmarg To
Be Made Winter Sports Hub

2025 Khelo India Winter Games end: Army retains title

Press Trust of India

GUIMARG:  indian  Army
emerged Khelo India ‘Winter
Cames champions for a sec-
ond year in a row with yet
another strong show on the
closing day of competitions
here on Wednesday.

Indian Army chrched 18
medals (7 gold, 5 silver, &
bronze) to defend their title.

A spirited Himachal
Pradesh had to settle runner-
up with & geld, 5 silver and
7 bronze medals, Union Ter-
ritory of Ladakh came third
with seven medals, com-
prising 4 pold, 2 silver and 1
bronze,

Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, who Eave away
the champions trophy to In-
dian Army, annoonced dor-
ing the closing ceremony the
central government’s plans

§

of converting Gulmarg into a
wITILET Sparts hub.

“The government will put
in all efforts to help elevate
the level of sports in Jammu
& Kashmir. We plan to cre-
ate a sporting b for winter
Sports here  in Gulmarg to
give the yooth of jammu &
Kashmir the best nppufrunlw
and infrastrocture to excel in
sports.” he said.

He said Gulmarg has now
alsn come o be known as In-
dia's Winter Cames city.

| have visited many for-
Qign coumiTies and sking
destinations but | can tell you
that Culmarg is way Detter,
way beaufiful and cne of the
best tourist and sking desti-
pations in the world. We just
fave 10 wse apportunities to
make the destination ewven
better,” he said in a sports
ministry release.

o= ot B
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Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Mimster Omar Abdullab also
attended the closing ceremdmy.

Mandaviya said that hemet
sports ministers of 28 states,
eight Union Territories and
senior members of National
Sports Federations recently
o create a proper roadmap in
the country's bid to host the
2036 Summer Olympics.

The winter Cames saw Indi-
an Ay TeEMing Supreme in
the men's Mordic skiing events,
while indo-Tibetan Border Po-
lice ruled the same discipline
iN women's CAegory.

The jawans, majorly sta-
tioned At the High Altitude
warfare School in Culmarg,
took advantage of focal knowl-
edge and acclimatisation to
extreme weather conditions
including continuoos snowiall,
strong chilly winds, threat of
avalanches and poor visabalty.

J&K Govt To Transform Sports
Sector: CM Omar In Gulmarg

Press Trust of India

GULMARC: |Jammu and Kashmir
Chiefl minister Omar Abdullah said
on Wednesday that his government
aims [o bring transformative change
to the sports sector so that the youth
who are "being diverted toward the
wrong paths” are actively engaged in
SpaTTs.

The chief minister was speaking ar
the concluding ceremony of the fifth
edition of the Khelo India Winter
Cames (KIWC) in Gulmarg.

Abdullah  outlined his  gowvern-
ments commitment o developing
sparts infrastrocture i every vik
lage, ensuning that youth have op-
poOrtunities to engage in Spors.

"Our youth are being diveried
toward the wrong paths. We wani
them to be actively engaged in sports
and make jammuo and Kashmir a
sparts hob — whether it's for tradi-
tional sports, adventure sports. or
winter sports,” he said.

"Over the next four and a hall
VEArs, oul Sovernment aims to bring
a transformative changein [he sports

sector” he added,

Reflecting on the challenges lead-
ing up to this year's KIWG, the CM
said that the persistent dry weather
il |anuary and Febrouary had raised
concerns about whether the games
would take place.

As an avid skier himsell, the CMm
shared a personal anecdote, saying
that he had attempted to ski earlier
in the day but found it difficult due to
the high water content in the snow.

He envisioned uwsing eco-friendly
artificial snow technology (o ensure
that the Khelo India winter Cames
can be held as early as December and
|anuary, thereby expanding the win-
[er sparts 5eason.

Reiterating Culmarg's status as the
winter Sﬁuns Capital of India, Abdul-
lah emphasised that the promotion
and development of skung in the
country originated from Gulmarg.

He also thanked the athletes for
their participation, acknowledging
their dedication and commitment
despite the short notice for the com-
mencement of the Sth Khelo india
Winter Cames.
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India’s Absence In WTC Final
To Cost Lord’s £4 Milion

mdia’s faniure to qualify for the World Test Championship
final is expected to cost Lord’s nearly 4 millizn pounds in
revenue when it hests the fve-day match in june.

After fimishing as runners-up in the last two eds-
trons, India missed out on 3 spot in the summit clash,
wilh Australia and South Africa now set to battle for
the ultimate giory in Test cricket. "Lord'sis 5ot Lo gen-
erate nearly E4million less in revenue for the upcom-
ing ICC World Test Championship final after india’s
fa;lu;re o gualify” a report in The Times said.

-.the absence of india has significantly curtailed
the financial windfall expected by Marylebone Cricket
Club {MCC), underscoring the financial influence of
Indian cricket across the global game.”

Having spent most of the past year in the top two
of the 1CC world Test Championship standings, Rohit
Sharma and his team shipped to thurd place after fos-
ing a home series (-3 to New Zealand, followed by a
|-3 defeat to Australia in the Border-Cavaskar Trophy
series, thus missing out on the final.

P Short TAKES
w

Shubman Gill Wins ICC Player
Of The Month Award For Feb

tar india opener Shubman Cill was on Wednesday

named the ICC Men's Player of the Month for Febro-
ary following his stellar performances, which inclodes
his exploits in his team’s title-winning Champions
Trophy campaign.

Cill took home the award, beating competition from
Auvstralia’s Steve Smith and New Zealand's Glenn Phillips.

in has five ODis over the course of the month, Gill com-
piled 406 runs, averaging 101.50 at a sirike rate of 94.19,

Thisincluded a stellar cuting in the 3-0 series win
over England, wherein Gill registered three consecu-
tive scores of over fifty.

Cill began with a confndent 87 in Nagpur and fol-
lowed it up with a 60 in Cuttack. He fimshed in a grand
slyle, smashing a hundrad in Ahmedabad. His 112
came from merely 102 balls and included 14 fours and
three sixes. Gill was awarded player-of-the-match for
this innings, and also took home the player-of-the-
SETies award.

Rohit Climbs To 3rd, Gill Retains
Top Spot In ICC ODI Rankings

Innia captain Rehit Sharma jumped two places (o
third in the latest 1CC ODi batter rankings following
his stetlar performance in the Champions Trophy final,
while teammate Shobman Cill held on to the top spot,

Star Imdia batter Viral kKohli, who amassed 218 rons
in the eight-team ICC rournament, slipped one place
to fifth, while Shreyas lyer remained steady at eighth,
keeping four Indians in the rop-10.

Mew fealand trio of Daryl Mitchetl (up one place to
sixth], Rachin Ravindra (up 14 spots to 14th) and Clenn
Phillips {up six rungs to 24th} also made sigmificant gains.

Mew fealand captain and leftarm spinner Mitchell Sant-
ner was a big improver on the updated list or 0D bowlers.

Santner, who claimed nine wickets inCloding Lwa
in the final, climbed six spots to second behind Sn
Lankan offspinner Maheesh Theekshana,

Afghanistan star Azmatullah Omarzai mantams
nis lead at the top of the rankings for 0D all-rounders,
though he does have some fresh competition {rom a
trio of Mew fealand players.

Liverpool's Trent May Miss League
Cup Final Due To Injury

verpoo! defender Trent AlexanderArnold is a huge

doubt for the League Cup final against Newcastle
United this weekend after sustaining an injury in
Tuesday's Champions League round of 16 loss to Paris
51 Cermain, manager Arne Slot said.

P50 beat Liverpoot 4-1 on penalties at Anfield to reach
the quarter-finals after winmng the second-leg 1-(1

Alexander-Arnold, 26, was replaced by Jarell
Quansah in the 73rd minute, with Brtish media re-
porting he had suffered an ankle injury.”(Trent) had to
come off. That's never a good sign,” Slot said.

"and from what | heard from people that saw the
images or how he got injured, it did not ook very good.
S0 1 would be surprised if he is available for Sunday.”

Contre back ibralima Konate limped off in the sec-
ond half of extra time but Slot 5aid that was probably
due 10 fatigue.
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Kylian Mbappé's decision o

Enrique’s Touch

PSC  signed  goalkeeper

maore cTeativity [o-a team that

sent on the pitch. That's what

PSG's Rise: How Enrique’s Vision, Mbappe's Departure Led To CL Success

scoring duties, with Dembélé,

Wil this fMnally be the year
for Paris Saini-Cermain?

The year when more than a
decade of spending lavishly on
players canat last bring the (la-
tari-backed French club its first
Champions League title?

The signs are there forall o
see, This mejuvenated PSG side
5 rock-solid and playing some
of the best football in Europe:
Luis Enrigoe’s players defeat
of favorites Liverpool in the
[ast 16 tie on Tuesday might ai
Anfield after athrilling penalty
shootout showed that anything
5 Niow possibie for PSE.

Here is 3 look at the reasons
behind PSC's gradual prog-
pess-this season, and how they
knocked oul Europe's top team
after trailing 1-0 from the first
leg.in Paris to advance to the
quarterfinals.

Mbappé's Departure Was Key

It wronic, bul the first stone
was [aid with the departure
[rom PSC of one of st
players in the world.

leave for Real Madrid fast sum-
mer cpened [he door for En-
rigue (o impose fis views that
2 'well-piled team playing as a
uRit would be more efficient
than a sguad relying on the ge-
nius of the France forward.

The Dig hole left by Mbappe
wasnat filled by veranothersu-
perstar, It was a major change
at a club where for more than
4 decade owners had spent fav-
ishiy to atiract big names such
as flatan ibrahimovic, Lionel
Messi and Neymar

Instead, Enrigee insisted
on moulding what he had. His
thinking made sense. if Mbap-
pi can't be duplicated, he could
be replaced by a handful of at-
tacking players capable of scor-
ing-as much, or more, than the
France captain did.

P5C still has an ample
amooni oF superstar gual-
ity — Dusmane Dembélé and
Khvicha  Kvararskhelia 1o
name a cmiple — bul there 5
4 senmsg of umity that wasn't
always evident in the previous

“palactico”filled teams.

Enrigue asked for the re-
cruitment of lesser kpown
bt excellent players across
the sguad to create competi-

ticn and have second options
at every position. Il was seen
45 an astute move in a 5eason
wilh more regmrements as the
Champions League’s new [or-
mat saw more teams playing
[ROTE games.

Matvey Salomov to challenge
Cianhugi Donnarumma, higi-
ly-rated defender willian

cho and promising midfiefder

jodo Neves, as well 35 teenag-
er Désiré Doud, the Lalented
winger who scored the win-
ning penalty at Anfield.

The addition during the win-
ter transfer window of Kvar-
atskhelia fmom Mapoli added

attacks with great fluidity and
imagination, and defends as a
hard-working unit.

*1 think that for the apoom-

ing games in the Champions
League, we can improve still
further” said PSC captain Mar-
guiniios, wito has been playing
at P5G for more than 10 years.
after the'win against Liverpool.
“All the messages are being

we'Te doing this year The team
is showing it has character,
personafity, even though it’s
very young. We have a2 collec
tive that is our sirength now.”

1t Did Not Immediately Click

In Sepiember, PSG iabored
o a 1-0 win over Girona rely-
ing-on a late own zoal for the
victory, and the Ligue | leaders
then managed just ong pont
from their next four Champi-
ons Leagus games, witl: losses
to Arsenal, Atletico Madrid and
Bayern Munich.

AL some point, it looked
like PSC would not even prog-
res& from the group stage. But

e -argued that he was
hu:! n,gm{ the futura and that
the poar results did not reflect
the guality of his wasteful side.
PSC's last three group stages —
three conseculive wins capped
by 11 goals — proved him right.

Inspired Attack, Dembélé On
Fire
Withont. Mbapps, mone

players hawe been sharing

Bradley Barcola, Congalo Ra-
mos, Doué and Vitinha gelling
into an awe-iNSpirng attack-
ing ouffit.

Dembélé's santillating form
has added an extra dimension.
The France forward, who was
snubbed by Enrigue earlier this
seasofl, Nias become a scoring
machine. Dembeté has notched
pséﬂals in all competitions for

S0 far in 2025, at least six
more than any other player in
Europe’s top-five leagues.

France Getting Excited

The second leg of PSGs
last-16 fie against Liverpool
on Camal + Foot attracted an
average of 2.38 million view-
ers, with a peak of 2.6 million.
According to L'Eguipe, these
were the highest ratings of
the season. Although Mar
seille, the only French clubto
win the Champions Leapgoe,
remain the couniry’s most
popular team, these [igures
could finally herald the start
ol 3 love affair between France
and PSG. (AP)
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Hospital Bills can Exhaust your Family's Hard
Earned Life Savings

Bajaj Allianz Family Health Care policy covers you and your family from expenses incurred during hospitalization
along with the added benefits of Health Prime Rider.
Bajaj Allianz Family Health Care’s Benefits:

In Patient Hospitalization Expenses
Pre & Post Hospitalization Expenses
Road Ambulance

Day Care Procedures

Organ Donor Expenses

Sum Insured Reinstatement Benefit

Q006

Benefits of Health Prime Rider:

% Rider for both Individual & Family Floater Basis™
@ 24*7 Unlimited Tele-Consultation
@ Investigations Cover

@ 139000+ Doctors

@ Preventive Health Check-up (45+ Test Parameters at Network Centers)

“*Based on the vanant opted in health plan

To know more, contact your J&K Bank's Relationship Manager

Bajaj Alliznz General Insurance Co. Lud . Bajaj Allianz House, Airport Road, Yerawada, Pune - 411006, IRDAI Beg Mo 113 | CIN: USE0T0PN2000PLO015329 | UIN: BAMLIP22024V032122 Family Health Care , BAIHLGAZ21 664012122 Health Prime Rider (Groop) |
web: wwwhajajallianz com | Toll free: 18002095858 ( 1200-209-0144

JEK Bank Lid is a licensed Corporate Agent [bearing License No.: CADD29] of Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company Ltd. [IRDAI registration No. 113, The benefits/features of products are indicative and for more details on risk factors and Terms and Conditions,
please read the sales brochure before concluding a sake. | s s w00z 112a :




