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‘Threatening National Security’

Centre Bans AAC, 
JKIM For 5 Yrs

ANYONE FOUND INVOLVED IN ACTIVITIES 
AGAINST THE NATION'S PEACE, order, and 
sovereignty is bound to face the crushing 

blow of the Modi govt."

Daily Wager Crisis Takes Over J&K Assembly
BJP Members Walk Out Flagging Lathi Charge On Protestors

No Control Over Police: Omar

Announces Panel  
To Chart Roadmap

C
hief Minister Omar 

Abdullah on Tuesday 

announced the 

formation of a committee 

to address the issue of 

regularisation of daily 

wagers in Jammu and 

Kashmir and said that a 

roadmap will be prepared 

for its presentation in 

the next budget session 

before the House. This 

announcement was made 

by the chief minister while 

replying to the motion 

of thanks on the budget 

address in the Assembly.

"We want to reassure the 

daily-rated workers, ad 

hoc, and casual workers 

that we have not forgotten 

them. I am announcing the 

committee in front of the 

Assembly, | More on P6

Gunmen Hijack 
Train In Pakistan, 
Hold 100’s Hostage
Agenceis

Quetta: Armed militants held 
hundreds of train passengers 
hostage on Tuesday in an ongo-
ing siege claimed by a separat-
ist group behind rising violence 
in southwestern Pakistan.

The militants wounded the 
driver as they took control of 
the train in a remote, mountain-
ous area of Balochistan prov-
ince which borders Afghanistan 
and Iran.

“Over 450 passengers on-
board are being held hostage by 
gunmen,” Muhammad Kashif, a 
senior railway government offi-
cial in Quetta, the capital of the 
province, told AFP.

“Passengers include women 
and children,” he added.

The attack was immedi-
ately claimed by the Baloch 
Liberation Army (BLA) which is 
fighting for independence and 
accuses outsiders of profiting 
from the region’s wealth.

In a statement, it said gunmen 
bombed the railway track before 
storming aboard the train.

“The militants | More on P6

J&K MLAs To 
Get `3 Cr As CDF
Agencies

Srinagar:The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government has 
decided to allocate Rs 3 
crore annually for each 
Member of the Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) under the 
Constituency Development 
Fund (CDF) scheme.

This decision will enable 
MLAs to recommend and 
oversee the implementation 
of key development proj-
ects in their constituencies.

The funds will be used to 
support infrastructure de-
velopment, public welfare 
projects, and essential ser-
vices, with | More on P6

Sajad Lone, NC Clash Over 
GMC Handwara In LA

India Has Made Rapid 
Strides In Healthcare: LG

Contractual Employees Have No Absolute 
Right To Continue: High Court
Dismisses Plea By 150 Petitioners Engaged To Run 500 Bedded DRDO Covid-19 Hospital

J&K’s Per Capita Income 
Remains Below National Average

Terror Funding

Er Rashid Seeks 
Custody Parole  
In Delhi HC
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir MP Sheikh Abdul 
Rashid alias Engineer Rashid, 
facing charges under the anti-
terror law UAPA, on Tuesday 
moved the Delhi High Court 
for custody parole to attend the 
ongoing Parliament session.

A bench of Justices Prathiba 
M Singh and Rajneesh Kumar 
Gupta would on March 12 hear 
Rashid’s appeal against the tri-
al court order, which refused 
him the relief on March 10.

Custody parole entails a 
prisoner being escorted by 
armed police personnel to the 
place of visit.

The Baramulla MP, who de-
feated Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls, is facing trial in a 
terror funding case with the 
allegations that he funded 
separatists and terror groups 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Before the trial court, he 
sought the custody parole on 
the grounds | More on P6

Observer News Service

New Delhi: The Union Home 
Ministry on Tuesday banned the 
Awami Action Committee (AAC), 
headed by Kashmir's influential 
cleric Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, and 
Jammu and Kashmir Ittehadul 
Muslimeen(JKIM) led by Shia 
leader Maulana Masroor Abbas 
Ansari for five years due to their 
alleged 'anti-national' activities.

With this, barring the 
People's Conference led by Bilal 
Gani Lone, all other constitu-
ents of the moderate Hurriyat 
Conference have been banned by 
the government under the provi-
sions of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The two organisations -- 
Awami Action Committee and 
Ittehadul Muslimeen -- have 
been banned for a period of 
five years and the same could 
be contested after a Tribunal is 
constituted by the government, 

a report said.
In a post on X, Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah wrote about 
the banning of these two organ-
isations saying they were found 
inciting people to cause law and 
order situations, posing a threat to 
the unity and integrity of Bharat.

"Anyone found involved in 
activities against the nation's 
peace, order, and sovereignty is 
bound to face the crushing blow 
of the Modi govt," he said.

The AAC led by  Mirwaiz con-
demned the government's action 
and said "this move seems part 
of the continuation of the policy 
of intimidation and disempow-
erment that has been followed 
viz a viz J&K since August 2019. 
The voice of truth may be sup-
pressed through force but will 
not be silenced".

In a post on X, Mirwaiz said 
the AAC has unwaveringly stood 
by the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir | More on P6

Observer News Service

Jammu: The Legislative 
Assembly on Tuesday wit-
nessed a heated exchange 
of words between Peoples 
Conference president Sajad 
Gani Lone and National 
Conference (NC) members 
over the establishment of 
Government Medical College 
(GMC) Handwara.

During the Question Hour, 
NC MLAs Mir Saifullah, Qaiser 
Jamsheed Lone, and Javed 
Mirchal demanded that GMC 
Handwara be set up some-
where between Handwara 

and Kupwara. Sajad Lone also 
stood up, pointing out that his 
primary concern was to en-
sure  that the allocated funds 
did not lapse. Responding to 
Lone, Minister for Health and 
Medical | More on P6

Observer News Service

Jammu: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha today inaugurated 
the Shri Birendra Rai Hospital 
at Areraj, Motihari, Bihar.

The Lieutenant Governor 
congratulated and extended his 
felicitations to the family mem-
bers of Late Shri Birendra Rai 
and everyone associated with 
the hospital which will offer 
services in specialities, using 
latest cutting-edge healthcare 
technology.

“Shri Birendra Rai Ji’s fam-
ily has steered this esteemed 
institution for public service 

and care. I convey my good 
wishes to Shri Rajeev Kumar, Dr 
Sanjeev Kumar and his family 
for the dedicated service that 
they are doing,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said. Addressing the 
gathering, | More on P6

M Ahmad

Srinagar: Observing that con-
tractual employees have no 
unfettered right of continu-
ance, the High Court of J&K and 
Ladakh has dismissed a petition 
filed by around 150 people who 
were engaged to address the 
health crises caused by Covid-19 
Pandemic.

“....this Court is of the view 
that the appointment of the 
petitioners was solely on con-
tractual basis, specifically 
made in response to the ur-
gent needs arising from the 
COVID19 Pandemic,” a bench 
of Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal 
said. The petitioners along with 

others had been employed to 
run 500 bedded temporary 
Covid Hospitals one each at 
Jammu and Srinagar, in collabo-
ration with Defence Research 
and Development Organization 
(DRDO), Ministry of Defence, 
Government of India.

“This temporary engagement 
was part of the establishment 

of a temporary COVID hospital, 
which was set up to address the 
immediate health crisis caused 
by the pandemic. Given the ex-
ceptional nature of the emer-
gency, the petitioners’ services 
were deemed essential, and their 
employment was extended for a 
fixed term to support the hospi-
tal's operations,” the court said.

Initially, the court said, the pe-
titioners were hired on contrac-
tual basis for a specified period, 
with an extension of an addition-
al six months granted to ensure 
continuity of service during the 
critical phase of the pandemic.

However, as the situation 
with COVID-19 improved and 
the immediate | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar: The per capita in-
come (PCI) of Jammu and 
Kashmir remains below the 
national average, with the 
Union Territory’s PCI estimat-
ed at `1,54,703 for 2024-25, 
compared to the national aver-
age of `2,00,162, according to 
the Economic Survey 2024-25.

Despite this gap, the report 
highlights that J&K’s PCI at 
current prices is expected to 
grow at a robust rate of 10.6% 
in 2024-25, surpassing the all-
India growth rate of 8.7%.

“In the most recent years 
(2023-24 to 2024-25), J&K has 
shown strong growth in PCI, out-
pacing the national growth rate,” 
the Economic Survey states.

The report attributes this 
upward trend to economic 
diversification and enhanced 
productivity across sectors. 
Over the past decade, J&K’s per 
capita income has increased 
significantly—rising by ap-
proximately 148% from 2014-
15 to 2024-25, as per data 
from the UT government’s 
Planning Department.

While J&K’s PCI remains 
lower than the national aver-
age, the gap has been narrow-
ing. The ratio of J&K’s PCI to 
India’s PCI has improved from 
71.9% in 2014-15 to nearly 
77.3% in 2024-25.

Moreover, J&K’s per capita 
income growth compares fa-
vorably with northern states. 
From 2019-20 to 2023-24, J&K 
recorded a compound annual 
growth rate (CAGR) of 8.3%, 
surpassing Punjab (6.22%), 
Delhi (6.74%), and Himachal 
Pradesh (6%).

The figures indicate steady 
economic progress in J&K, 
with rising income levels re-
flecting | More on P6

Observer News Service

Jammu: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly witnessed 
noisy scenes on Tuesday as 
members cutting across party 
lines raised the issue of lathi 
charge and detention of pro-
testing daily wage employees 
of the Jal Shakti department 
demanding release of wages 
and regularisation of jobs.

BJP members staged a 
walkout from the Assembly 
after a war of words with NC 
MLAs over the detention and 
baton charge of protesting 
daily wage employees of the 
Jal Shakti department.

Scores of Jal Shakti (PHE) 

department workers and 
daily wagers were baton-
charged and detained on 

Monday during demonstra-
tions in Srinagar and Jammu 
as they marched | More on P6

A
sserting that the lathi charge on the 

protesting daily wage employees of the 

Jal Shakti department should not have 

happened, Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 

Omar Abdullah on Tuesday said he does not hold 

control over the police. As the House assembled 

for the day, opposition members highlighted the 

massive protests by the daily | More on P6
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GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.
Ground Water Division Srinagar

Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar.

E- mail: - phegwd@yahoo.com,                                 Tel./ Fax No:- 0194-2411285

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
GIST of Detailed e– NIT No: - 73/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2024-25.

              
For and on behalf of Government of UTJ&K,  e-tenders from reputed and resourceful Registered/Approved  Mechanical  Works having 
good experience in the relevant field /Joint Ventures etc as per details given below  The bidding process shall be completed  online on 
www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre Qualification Criteria, General Terms and Conditions and Technical 
Specifications  and Cover 2nd  shall consist of Financial Bid  in the prescribed  BOQ.

S.No Name of work Est. Cost Rs. in 
Lacs

 Earnest 
money

Cost of Tender 
Document

Time of comple-
tion

Class of Con-
tract

Major Head /
Programme

Tender Call

1. Repairs to D.G set by way of Dismantling of trolley 
from base-frame of old Elgi Compressor and 
installation of D.G Set on the Same trolley at 
(Ground Water Division Srinagar)

Rs. 0.45 Lacs Rs. 1,400 /- Rs.50/- 10 days (from 
the date of 
issuance of work 
order) 

Registered for  
Mechanical 
works

M & R 1st

Position of Funds: - Available.

The Bidding Documents and other details can be downloaded from the website:https://www.jktenders.gov.in
From 11.03.2025 (10:00 AM) UPTO 19.03.2025 (11:00 AM)
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings (if any), Book of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms, conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen / downloaded from the website: https://www.jktenders.gov.in
As per Critical Dates/Information scheduled given below

1. Publishing Date 11-03-2025 (10:00 AM)
2. Period of  Downloading  of Bids 11-03-2025 (10:00 AM) upto 19-03-2025 

(11:00 PM)
3. Period of Submission of bids 11-03-2025 (10:00 AM) upto 19-03-2025 

(11:00 PM)
4. Date of opening of Tender.  20-03-2025 (11:00 AM)
5. Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , Jal Shakti  (PHE)  Ground Water  Srinagar Kashmir-190011
6. Cost of Tender Document : Non-Refundable should be in form of DD /TR/e-challan deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of  

Executive Engineer  (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar( at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) (The firm shall specify the 
name of work for which apply)

NOTE: In case the firm/agency/contractor submits/uploaded scanned copy of tender document fee in the shape of DD/e-challan, the hard copies shall have be submitted 
in the divisional office before opening of cover 2nd (Financial Cover) of e-NIT.
7. Bid Validity Period: 180 Days  
8. The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in
Bids must be accompanied by bid security viz: Earnest Money in shape of CDR/FDR and (The date of CDR/FDR etc must not be prior to 03 months from the date of issuance 
of this e-Nit and Treasury Receipt (mentioning therein the NIT No., S.No. of work and Advertised Cost as per the NIT) as cost of Tender Document under Account Head 0215 
to be pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer Ground Water Division Srinagar (as specified in the table (I) (Page 1st). Bid security will have to be in any one of the forms 
as specified in the bidding documents and shall be valid for 180 Days after opening of bid. Bids will be opened in the Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) 
Ground Water Division Srinagar (H.Q. Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar) on 11.03.2025 at 11:00 am. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids 
as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue. 

No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/24-25/Corrs./13615-23

                                                                                                            Executive Engineer
DIPK-12880/24 dated: 11-03-2025                                                                                                                Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

                                                                                                       Ground Water Division, Srinagar.

Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural 
Sciences & Technology of Kashmir

DEPARTMENT OF STUDENTS WELFARE
Main Campus, Shalimar, Kashmir 190025

Phone/Fax 0194-246142     Email:  dsw@skuastkashmir.ac.in

No: AU/DSW/25/F- M9/ 4785                      Dated: 11/03/2025

Interest of Expression for Hostel Accommodation

SKUAST-K is looking for suitable accommodation for its students 
(Boys & Girls) studying at its Shalimar Campus.

Key requirements for Accommodation:
1. Location: Properties located within a reasonable 
distance from SKUAST-K Campuses.
2. Safety: Secure & well-maintained premises with 
adequate safety measures.
3. Affordability: Reasonable rental rates suitable for 
students.
4. Food Services: Provision of nutritious and hygienic 
meals (breakfast, lunch & dinner) as per student preferences.
5. Amenities: Basic facilities such as furnished rooms, 
clean water & electricity.
Submission details:
Interested house owners and property managers may submit 
their expression of interest within seven days from the date of 
advertisement in the office of Students Welfare, SKUAST-K, 
Shalimar, directly or by email dsw@skuastkashmir.ac.in including 
the following details:

1. Property address and distance from SKUAST-K Campuses.
2. Details of food services (meal plans, menu options etc)
3.Number of rooms/beds available for accommodation.
4.Rental rates & meal charges.
5. Facilities and amenities provided (e.g laundry, furnishing etc)
6. Contact information for further communication.

Sd/-
                                                                                                            Dean  Students 

Welfare

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PMGSY DIVISION KUPWARA

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

e-NIT No. EE/PMGSY/KUP/eNIT/2024-25/24       Dated: 10-03-2025

Fresh Expression of Interest is invited for Engagement of Consultant for Preparation of DPR's for Roads and Bridges as per PMGSY-IV 
guidelines / circular issued from time to time including Road Survey, Traffic Survey with Automatic Traffic Counter, Detailed Soil Inves-
tigations, Study, Structural Design, Estimation, Preparation of Detailed Project Report & Getting it vetted from State Technical Agency 
(STA) for new roads proposed under PMGSY-IV in PMGSY Division Kupwara of Kashmir Province (UT of J&K). The Bidding Documents 
comprising reference of EOI and of qualifying information, eligibility other details can be criteria and terms of downloaded from https://
www.pmgsytendersjk.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below. (NIT floated as per verbal directions by CE PMGSY Kashmir).

S. 
No.

Name of Work Cost of docu-
ments (Rs.)

Earnest 
Money 
(Rs.)

Time Allowed 
for comple-
tion

Call of 
tender

Time and date 
of opening of 
Technical Bid

Eligibility 
Criteria

1 Preparation of DPR's for Roads and Bridges as 
per PMGSY-IV guidelines / circular issued from 
time to time including Road Survey, Traffic Sur-
vey with Automatic Traffic Counter, Detailed 
Soil Investigations Study, Structural Design, 
Estimation, Preparation of Detailed Project 
Report & Getting it vetted from State Technical 
Agency (STA) for new roads proposed under 
PMGSY-IV Schemes PMGSY Division Kupwara, 
as per BOQ Uploaded.

1000 75,000 15-days 1st 18-03-2025 
at 11:00am 
(Online)

(Regd. Con-
sultancy Firm) 
Consultant hav-
ing experience 
of preparation 
of Minimum 05 
DPRs in the last 
5 Years

1. The important dates and time are as under: -

1. Date of issue of tender notice 10-03-2025
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 10-03 -2025 (03:00 PM) to 17-03-2025 (4:00 PM)
3. Date time and place of pre bid meeting 13-03-2025 (11:00 AM) in the office of the Executive Engineer, PMGSY Division, 

Kupwara
4. Bid submission start date 10-03-2025 (03:00 PM)
5. Bid submission end date 17-03-2025 (04:00 PM)
6. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 18-03-2025 (11:00 AM)
7. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids To be notified after Technical Bid evaluation is completed
 
2. Cost of Bid Form: Bids must be accompanied by e-challan/Treasury Challan/receipt mention above/- (Non-refundable) deposited in M.H. 0059- PWD(Revenue) mention-
ing therein the name of work/ e-NIT No. pledged to Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Kupwara (Tender Inviting Authority) as the cost of the tender document. Any devia-
tion in the specified amount, the bid shall be rejected out rightly.
3. Earnest Money Deposit/ Bid Security: At the time of Allotment L1 must provide Hard Copy of Earnest Money/Bid Security in the shape of CDR/FDR valid upto 30/05/2025 
pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Kupwara, Any deviation in the specified amount the bid shall be rejected out rightly. The 
Earnest money will be released to the successful bidder only after formulation of DPR’s and vetted from State Technical Agency NIT Srinagar.
4. Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents in order to qualify:
a. The tender cost in the shape of e-challan/Treasury Challan/Receipt with name of work         and EOI No. / eNIT No.
b. Earnest Money Deposit/ Bid Security in shape of CDR/ FDR/ BG pledged to Executive Engineer, PMGSY Division Kupwara.
c. Photocopy of PAN Card.
d. Photocopy of GST number duly issued by the Commercial Taxes Department with latest GSTR- 3B Return of Latest
e. Consultant having experience of preparation of Minimum 05 DPRs in the last 5 Years. Certificate issued by Superintending Engineer/Executive Engineer.
All other terms and conditions of the e-NIT shall be seen/ downloaded from the Standard Bidding Documents uploaded on www.pmgsytendersjk.gov.in

Sd/=
Executive Engineer

PMGSY Division Kupwara
No.  PMGSY/KUP/ 1816-20
DIPK-12866/24  Dated: 11-03-2025 

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL HSS RAMNAGRI SHOPIAN
Email :- phssramnagri@gmail.com

NOTICE OF AUCTION CLOSURE

Reference No: HSSR/ESTT/25/103. Date: 04/03/2025

No:-HSSR/ESTT/25/108 .                                                                    Dated:- 07/03/2025.

This is to formally announce the closure of the auction for the "Dilapidated School Structure," which was held on 7th March 2025 at 
3:00 PM. The Auction process commenced on 4th March 2025 and concluded on 7th March 2025, as per the terms stated in the auc-
tion announcement.

Auction Details:
 Auction Type: Structures donated by local residents to Hss Ramnagri.
 Items Auctioned: Dilapidated and unsafe school structures, including iron, bricks, and wood

Final Winning Bid Amount: ₹2,64,500
 Winning Bidder: Manzoor Ahmad Bagaw S/o Abdul Gani Bagaw Resident of Redwani Kulgam .
 Auction Supervision: Committee constituted under the aegis of the Chief Education Officer Shopian.
 All Transactions  and documentation will now be completed in accordance with relevant policies and regulations. For any further 
inquiries regarding this auction, please contact via email mentioned above.

  Thank you for your participation.
                          
Committee Members                    
1. Principal HSS Ramnagri (Member Secretory)                                      Member Secretary 
2. Principal HSS Sedow                                                                                  Principal Hss Ramnagri 
3. Principal HSS Kanjuallar                                                                                         
4. Representative of R&B Division Shopian
5. Representative of Forest Division Shopian

DIPK-12897/24
dated: 11-03-2025

PRINCIPAL HSS RAMNAGRI SHOPIAN

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I.Mehraj u din Marazy S/O Abdul khaliq Maray R/O Haratrath 
Tehsil singhpora Distt Baramulla declare as under that my 
wards namely Majid Mehraj was born on 04/03/2016 and Iqra 
Mehraj Was born on 02/02/2013 at haratrath singhpora    and 
now I want to obtain DOB in  favour of my wards from BDO of-
fice singhpora if any body have objection he she may contact to 
tehsil office singhpora within seven days and after seven days 
no objection will be accepted 

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I have lost my 9th pass marks certificate  issued by Govt Girls 
Higher Secondary School Magam. Now I have applied for the 
duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this reard 
he/she may file his/her objection in the  above mentioned 
school within Three days. After that no objection shall be en-
tertained.   
Musrat Rasool 
Father's Name: Gh Rasool Bhat  fko
Mother's  Name: Haseena Bano 
Roll No; 116   D.O.B 01-03-1995

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 I have lost my passport bearing no: A6578847 . Now I have ap-
plied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection 
in this regard he/she may file them in the office of the Assistant 
Regional Passport Office Srinagar within seven days. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 
Sharifa Akhter 
W/o Nazir Ahmad Lone  bmg
R/o Wadwan  Budgam 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I have applied for the issuance of death certificate of my Husband, 
Abdul Gaffar Bhat S/o Gh Ahmad Bhat R/o Palhallan who died 
on 15-11-2023.  If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she 
may file them in the office of the Naib  Tehsildar Palhallan within 
seven days . After that no  objection shall be entertained. 
Ayesha Begum 
W/o Late Abdul Gaffar Bhat  fko
R/o Palhallan

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I RAHINA AKHTER mother of IMAD ZAHOOR SEH   R/O SUGAN 
SHOPIAN want to correct Name and d.o.b of my ward which has 
been wrongly entered as IMAD SEH instead of IMAD ZAHOOR 
SEH and d.o.b wrongly entered as 31-12-2015 instead of 05-
03-2019. Now correction required if anybody has any objection 
may contact concern Aadhaar Centre Jammu/Srinagar or con-
cern Authorities within 7 days.

fko

Office of the Executive Magistrate Ist. Class 
Narbal, District Budgam

Tele Fax. 01951-260-276 Pin code 193401

NOTICE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC

It is hereby notified that the applicant namely Mohd Yaseen 
Wani S/o, D/o, W/o Abdul Majeed Wani R/o Narbal Tehsil 
Narbal, District Budgam had applied for the issuance of Birth 
certificate of his  Self, Mohd Yaseen Wani, S/o, D/o Abdul 
Majeed Wani .The applicant intends to register his DOB  as per 
school record / vaccination card School Certificate.
If any body is having any objection / claim regarding the 
same he/she may approach the office of undersigned within 
a period of seven days (07 days) from the date of publication 
of this notice or else any such claims / objections shall not be 
entertained.
Dated: 10-03-2025
 Executive Magistrate Ist Class Narbal 

bmg

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub .. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth...
Public Notice...

The registrar birth BDO pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Tahira Maqbool D/o Mohammad Maqbool 
Para R/o Darveshbagh Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with 
verified date of birth 15/12/1994 occurred at home in this 
connection if any body having objection for issuance of said 
certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days after 
that no objection shall be entertained...

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan
Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

Public Notice...
The registrar birth BDO Khore Sherabad has submitted a case 
file pertaining to birth of Anas Bin Fayaz S/o Fayaz Ahmad 
Hajam R/o Shirpora Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with verified 
date of birth 22/05/2016 occurred at home in this connection 
if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate he 
may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection 
shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

Public Notice.
The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Tawheed Mushtaq Bhat s/o Mushtaq Ahmad 
Bhat R/o Atipora Zikar Tangmarg with verified date of birth 
29/06/2021 occurred at SDH pattan in this connection if any 
body having objection for issuance of said certificate he may 
contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection 
shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth.

Public Notice...

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to birth of Nailah Bint Ayoub d/o Ayoub Abdullah Shah 
R/o Duroo sopore with verified date of birth 31/08/2020 oc-
curred at SDH pattan in this connection if any body having ob-
jection for issuance of said certificate he may contact to this of-
fice within 04 days after that no objection shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect 
of delayed Death

Public Notice..

The registrar birth EO MC pattan has submitted a case file per-
taining to Death of Fatima Begum w/o Mohammad Ibrahim Dar 
R/o Trikolbal Tehsil Pattan in this matter report Was sought 
from Lumberdar and chokidar concerned which reveals that the 
said person died on 27/06/2011 occurred at home in this connec-
tion if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate 
he may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objec-
tion shall be entertained.

SD 
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

Public Notice..
The registrar birth BDO Pattan has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Sakeena Showket D/o Showket Ahmad 
Shah R/o Nehalpora Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with verified 
date of birth 04/01/2009 occurred at home in this connection 
if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate he 
may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objection 
shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 

Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 

Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, 

Security System and Refilling of all Types 

of Cartridges, Toners 

Registered 

Government 

order Suppliers.
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 5: 24

ZUHR 12:41

ASR 4: 55

Magrib 6:38

ISHA 8: 59

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

11  Ramazan

1446

•	 1917 - Stalin, Kamenev & Muranov arrives in 

Petrograd/St Petersburg

•	 1917 - A German submarine sinks an unamred US 

merchant ship, the 'Algonquin' on the same day that 

US President Woodrow Wilson gives executive order 

to arm US merchant ships

•	 1925 - British government of Stanley Baldwin refuses 

to ratify Geneva agreement.

•	 1928 - In California, the St. Francis Dam fails, killing 

over 600 people.

•	 1930 - Mohandas Gandhi begins 200m (300km) 

march protesting British salt tax

•	 1935 -  Britain establishes 30 MPH speed limit for 

towns & villages

•	 1938  - Nazi Germany invades Austria (Anschluss)

•	 1941 - German occupiers confiscate AVRO studios in 

Netherlands

•	 1942 - British troops vacate the Andaman Isalnds in 

Gulf of Bengal

•	 1943 - Soviet troops liberate Wjasma

•	 1945 - Italy's Communist Party (CPI) calls for armed 

uprising in Italy

•	 1945 - USSR returns Transylvania to Romania

•	 1947  - US President Harry Truman introduces Truman-

doctrine to fight communism

•	 1951 - Communist troops driven out of Seoul

•	 1957 - German DR accepts 22 Russian divisions

•	 1959 - US House joins Senate approving Hawaii 

statehood

•	 1967 - Indonesian congress strips president Sukarno 

of authority and names General Suharto as acting 

President

This Day In History

Srinagar Youth Held 
Hostage In Myanmar
MEA Responds To JKSA, Says Matter Taken Up

Mufti Stages A Come 
Back In Kashmir Politics

Observer News Service 

S
rinagar- Former union home minister and senior 
Congress leader Mufti Mohammad Syed turned 
tables on ruling National Conference, when he de-
feated the party nominee, Mohammed Yusuf Taing, 

with a convincing margin of over 48, 000 votes. Mufti who 
succeeded in establishing lead over his rival, from the very 
beginning of the vote count, on Monday afternoon, main-
tained the same till he was officially declared elected in the 
wee hours of Tuesday morning. 

Mufti polled 1,17,152 of 2,12,337 total valid votes polled, 
while Taing could manage just 68,447 votes. Union state min-
ister for home affairs, Mohammad Maqbool Dar, a Janata 
Dal candidate finished a poor third by securing 11,063 votes 
while BJP, which admitted political front of surrendered 
militant group JK Ikhwan into its fold, on poll eve, got 6861 
votes. All the 13 candidates in the fray, except Taing of the 
National Conference, lost their security deposits. 

Mufti's victory is seen as his comeback in Kashmir 
politics, after remaining out of it for quite a long time. In 
the wake of 1987 Rajiv-Farooq accord, Mufti was relieved as 
state Congress chief by Rajiv Gandhi and in turn inducted 
into union council of ministers with a cabinet rank. From 
that day, Mufti virtually remained aloof from Kashmir 
politics, especially after he joined Janata Dal and rose to 
become the chief of party's central parliamentary board, 
besides holding sensitive portfolio of home affairs. It was 
only in mid-1996, when Mufti left Janata Dal to join back 
the Congress, that he started taking keen interest in Kash-
mir affairs again. He played an important role in finalis-
ing the list of party candidates for 1996 assembly elections. 
Though Congress performed very badly in those elections, 
it was more because of factionalism within the party with a 
section of Congress owing allegiance to Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
openly canvassing for National Conference candidates. 

Now with having won the Anantnag Lok Sabha seat 
with a comfortable margin, Mufti is all set to give sleep-
less nights to his political opponents especially National 
Conference, which left no stone unturned to stop him from 
marching to Delhi. 

 (Kashmir Observer, 12 March, 1998)

From KO Archives

Centaur Hotel Set For Auction, 
Expected To Fetch Rs 44 Cr Annually

Agencies

Srinagar: The Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) 
on Tuesday has responded 
to the Jammu and Kash-
mir Students Association 
(JKSA) regarding the dis-
tressing case of Faizan Ra-
sool, a Kashmiri youth from 
Safakadal, Srinagar, who 
has been held hostage for 
ransom by human traffick-
ers in Myanmar.

National Convenor of 
Association Nasir Khuehami 
said that the MEA has con-
firmed that the Indian Mis-
sion has strongly taken up 
the issue of Indian nationals 
trapped in Myawaddy with 
the concerned authorities in 
Myanmar, including the spe-
cific case of Faizan Rasool.

In its official response, 
the MEA said that "Requests 
for the rescue and repatria-
tion of all Indian nationals, 
including Kashmiri youth 
Faizan Rasool, entrapped 
in Myawaddy, have been 
forwarded to the concerned 
authorities in Myanmar. We 
are actively working on it."

The Ministry also reit-
erated the need for caution 
against fraudulent job offers 
abroad, advising individuals 
to verify employment op-
portunities through proper 
channels before traveling.

Earlier, JKSA had writ-
ten to External Affairs Min-
ister Dr. S. Jaishankar, urg-
ing immediate diplomatic 
intervention to secure Fai-
zan Rasool’s release. He was 
lured to Myanmar under 
false promises of employ-
ment and is now being held 
for ฀4.5 lakh ransom.

Welcoming the MEA’s 
swift response, Khuehami 
emphasized the urgency of 
Faizan’s case, given the life-
threatening situation he faces. 
He said, "While we appreciate 
the Ministry’s prompt action, 
we have urged them to pur-
sue this particular case with 
greater urgency. Faizan Ra-
sool’s life is at immediate risk. 
His family is in distress, and 
they cannot afford the ransom 
being demanded by the traf-
fickers. Immediate diplomatic 
intervention is necessary to 
bring him home safely."CNS

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE LABOUR COMMISSIONER, J&K
Shram Bhawan-Railway Road, Jammu/Near General Bus Stand, Batamaloo Srinagar

(Website: jklabourcomm.jk.gov.in: E-mail: jk/cofflce@gmail.com)

Subject: Appointment of Labour Officer in Labour Department.

Ref:
i) Administrative Department Letter No. LE-Genl/63/2022-11 L&E(7023733) dated 14-01-2025
ii) J&K Service Selection Board Srinagar's Letter No. JKSSB-Scry/7/2024 (E-7428732) dated 11-03-2024.

Order No.  65- LC of 2025

Dated: 06-03-2025

As recommended by the J&K Service Selection Board vide JKSSB-Scry/7/2024 dated 11-03-2024 and its approval conveyed by La-
bour & Employment Department, Civil Secretariat J&K, Jammu/Srinagar vide letter No. LE-Genl/63/2022-11-L&E (7023733) dated 
14-01-2025, sanction is hereby accorded to the temporary appointment of the following candidate as Labour Officer in the Pay Level 
6E (35900-113500) with immediate effect:

S. No. Name of Candidate Parentage Address Category Form  No.

1 Mubashir Ahmad Bhat Mohammad Afzal Bhat Matihindoo, Larnoo, Anant-
nag Dt: 17.02.2025

RBA 122350

The appointee shall report to the office of Labour Commissioner, J&K Jammu/Srinagar within a period of 21 days from the date of 
issuance of this appointment order. In case of failure of appointee to join within the stipulated period, his appointment shall be 
deemed to have been cancelled without any further notice.

The appointee shall be allowed to join only on the production of the following certificates in original:
•	 Academic	Qualification	Certificates
•	 Matriculation/Date	of	Birth	Certificate
•	 Health	Certificate	issued	by	concerned	Chief	Medical	Officer	(Physical	Fitness	Certificate)
•	 Domicile	Certificate	issued	by	the	Competent	Authority
•	 Certificates	from	the	concerned	authorities	to	the	effect	that	no	loan	under	Self	Employment	Scheme	has	been	taken	by	
the appointee
•	 Relevant	Category	Certificates	(in	case	of	candidate	belonging	to	reserved	categories)

The appointment of the above candidate as Labour Officer shall further be subjected to the following terms and conditions:
1. The appointee shall furnish an undertaking in the shape of an affidavit to the effect that if on verification of the qualifica-
tion certificates/Domicile Certificate and other documents from the concerned issuing authority are proved forged, false or fake, the 
appointee shall have no claim for his appointment as Labour Officer and the appointment shall be deemed to have been cancelled 
ab initio and legal action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against him.
2. If the candidate has taken a loan for self-employment from DIC/Employment Department, to be ascertained from the 
District Industries Centre (DIC) and District Employment and Counselling Centre of the Domicile District, he shall relinquish the pro-
prietorship of unit/enterprise and also stakes, if any, in such self-employment unit/enterprise before joining the Government Service. 
He shall be required to repay the entire loan liability in suitable EMIs to be worked out by the DDO concerned from his salary. The DDO 
concerned shall obtain an affidavit from the concerned appointee regarding both relinquishment of proprietorship and recovery to 
be made and also personally monitor its recovery in terms of Circular No. 06-JK(GAD) of 2023 dated 06-02-2023 issued by the Gen-
eral Administration Department.
3. Salary of the appointee shall not be drawn and disbursed to him unless a satisfactory report in respect of genuineness of 
the Qualification/DoB Certificates is received from the concerned issuing authority.
4. The appointee shall be on probation for a period of 02 years.
5. The appointment of the above candidate shall be governed by the "New Pension Scheme" as per SRO-400 of 2009 dated 
24 December 2009.
6. The inter-seniority of the appointee shall be determined in accordance with the merit secured by the appointee in the 
selection list prepared by the Services Selection Board.
7. The appointment of the candidate shall be subject to the outcome of the writ petition(s), if any, pending before any 
competent court.
No. LC-ESTT/20/2024-2 (E 7457830)

 Sd/- 
Chanrandeep Singh, JKAS

DIPK-12865/24  Labour Commissioner, J&K
 Dated: 11-03-25

With profound grief, we announce 

the sad demise of Jigri, beloved 

wife of Late Ghulam Bhat, R/o Sultan 

Mohalla, Saida Kadal, Ranger Stop, 

Srinagar, who left for her heavenly 

abode on 10th March 2025. The 

congregational Fateha Khawani will 

be held on Wednesday, 12th March 2025, at 7:00 

AM at the ancestral graveyard Hassanabad, Saida 

Kadal, near Hotel Alla Residency, Srinagar.

Following that, a full-day Taziyati Majlis will be observed 

at her residence in Sultan Mohalla, Saida Kadal.

May Allah grant her the highest place in Jannah.

BErEavED
Ali Mohammad Bhat, Mohammad Amin Bhat, 

Mohammad Shafi Bhat (Sons)

Muneer Abass, Nadeem /Adil (Grandsons)

Contact: 9596104749

DEMISE
With profound grief and sorrow, 

we inform the demise of Haji 

Aasar Mohammad Sidiq Wani 

R/o Bota Colony, Mughal Lane  

Habbak Naseem Bagh, Srinagar 

who left for heavenly abode on 

Tuesday, 11th of March, 2025. May 

Allah grant Jannat-ul-Firdous to 

the departed soul.

The congregational Fateha Khawani will be held 

on Friday, 14th of March 2025 at 10.00 AM at their 

ancestral graveyard at Dargah Hazratbal Srinagar 

near bus stop Hazratbal, Srinagar.

Bereaved
Muzaffar Ahmad Wani (Son) 7006887526

Haji. Mohd Asgar Kanth (Son in Law) 9419073234

Javaid Ahmad Wani (Son in Law) +918899555741

Saqib Asgar Kanth (Grandson) 9596264437
inf

inf

Agencies

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir 
Government has initiated the process 
for the auction of Centaur Hotel in 
Srinagar, with an expected annual rev-
enue of Rs 44 crore, which is 60 percent 
higher than the reserve price.

According to the official documents 
accessed, the planned auction is a part 
of the government’s broader strategy 
to monetize public assets for better ef-

ficiency, improved services, and higher 
revenue generation.

The documents reveal that the his-
toric Centaur Hotel, located along the 
banks of  Dal Lake, is among the prime 
properties identified for redevelopment 
under this initiative.

It further mentions that other key 
properties, including Tattoo Ground in 
Srinagar and Pahalgam Club, are being 
considered for similar monetization 
and redevelopment models.

“The auction comes at a time when 

J&K continues to face financial chal-
lenges, with the Economic Survey 2025 
highlighting the region’s heavy reli-
ance on Central Government support, 
which contributes 70 percent of its rev-
enue receipts,” the document reads, as 
per KNO.

Meanwhile, it also states that the 
government is preparing for the auc-
tion of the Lithium mine block in Salal, 
Reasi, covering 317 hectares, which is 
expected to generate Rs 100 crore annu-
ally—(KNO) 

Defunct Drainage System 
Irks Hyderpora Residents
Agencies

Srinagar: The residents 
of Sheashgari Bagh in Hy-
derpora, Srinagar Tuesday 
urged the government to ad-
dress the worsening drain-
age issue in their 
area, which simul-
taneously has add-
ed to the miseries 
of the commuters 
and locals alike.

The local 
residents said 
that the problem 
has persisted for 
a long time, with 
no action taken 
despite repeated 
complaints.

“The drain overflows 
every time it rains, flooding 
the road and making it dif-
ficult to walk or drive. The 
stagnant water has also led 
to hygiene issues,” said Ai-
jaz Ahmad, a local resident.

Another resident, Za-
hoor, also expressed frustra-
tion over the damaged road, 

stating that the situation 
worsens during peak hours. 
“We have school-going chil-
dren and elderly people in 
the neighborhood. The dam-
aged road and waterlogging 
make it risky for them to 
step out,” he said.

Meanwhile, the locals 
have appealed to the con-
cerned authorities to take 
immediate steps to repair 
the drainage system and re-
store the road. “We urge the 
government to intervene be-
fore the situation worsens. 
A proper drainage system is 
a basic necessity,” said an-
other resident—(KNO)

570 Houseboats Linked To STPs In Dal Lake
Agencies

Srinagar: In a bid to improve the water 
quality, the Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment has connected 570 houseboats 
in Dal Lake and 148 in Nigeen Lake 
to existing Sewage Treatment Plants 
(STPs) to curb pollution, an official 
document reveals.

Additionally, a new STP is planned 
under AMRUT-2.0 to cover remaining 

areas, reads the document.
“As part of the Aeration & Foun-

tains Programme, 761 fountains have 
already been installed in seven clus-
ters, while five more clusters with 
1,300 additional fountains are set to be 
installed at a cost of Rs 8.71 crore,” the 
document revealed.

It also said that to further im-
prove water quality, the J&K Lake 
Conservation & Management Au-
thority has deployed Online Con-

tinuous Effluent Monitoring Sys-
tems (OCEMS) at five STPs. Other 
conservation initiatives include bio-
methanation of lake waste, removal 
of 140,000 cubic meters of silt, and the 
retrieval of 20 navigation channels 
spanning 10 km.

“These measures are aimed at 
enhancing the lake’s aesthetics, im-
proving water quality, and supporting 
long-term conservation efforts,” the 
document said further—(KNO)
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Did You Know? 

Understanding ACH in Mutual 
Funds: A Simple Guide for Investors

Irshad Mushtaq 

I
f you're looking to invest in mutual funds but feel overwhelmed by 
the process, let’s break it down. One helpful feature you might en-
counter is the Automated Clearing House (ACH) system. This system 
can simplify your investment experience significantly.

What is ACH?
ACH is an electronic network that facilitates automatic payments 

and transfers. In mutual funds, it allows you to set up automatic transac-
tions—like regular investments—without needing to remember to do it 
manually each time.

Why Should You Use ACH for Your Mutual Funds?
Here are some benefits that make ACH a smart choice for investors:
1. Convenience: With ACH, you can automate your fund transfers. 

This means no more worrying about whether you remembered to make 
your investment this month!

2. Timeliness: ACH ensures your investments are executed on time, 
allowing you to make the most of market opportunities without delay.

3. Discipline: Regular, automatic contributions encourage a saving 
habit. This helps you invest consistently, which can lead to favorable out-
comes over time.

4. Cost-effective: Many mutual fund companies waive transaction 
fees for ACH transfers. This can save you money in the long run, making 
your investments even more beneficial.

The Role of Regulatory Bodies
Now, let’s look at the key institutions that oversee and regulate trans-

actions like ACH in mutual funds:
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI): SEBI is the primary 

regulatory authority for mutual funds in India. It ensures that the mutual 
fund industry operates fairly and transparently, protecting investors' in-
terests. SEBI sets guidelines and frameworks that ensure ACH transac-
tions are secure, reducing the risk of fraud.

Read the full article on our website: https://kashmirobserver.net 

Excited to learn from the insights of @Irshad Mushtaq, Writer, Investor, 
Entrepreneur & Founder of M I Securities! Connect for valuable financial 

advice at misecurities@bp.sharekhan.com
Disclaimer: This article is for information only and doesn’t offer 

investment advice. It’s not an endorsement or an offer to buy or sell any 
financial products. If you decide to act on the information here, you do so at 

your own risk

Kathua Deaths

I
n yet another grim reminder of the fragile security situation 
in parts of Jammu region, two more boys have disappeared 
in Kathua district following the five mysterious deaths. The 
deaths and now the  disappearances have been blamed on 

militants. Although Jammu has been relatively peaceful in recent 
months, successive attacks on civilians have stirred fears of a re-
newed spell of violence. 

This has once again given a lie to periodic claims of normalcy. 
The reality on the ground, more so, in the Jammu region, is telling 
a different story. The resurgence of targeted violence indicates that 
the specter of militancy is far from eradicated. The deaths of civil-
ians in remote areas highlight a disturbing pattern, and it needs to 
be stopped forthwith.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh’s assertion that terrorist ele-
ments may be involved in the recent killings adds a serious dimen-
sion to the issue. However, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’ has cau-
tioned against premature conclusions while the investigation is still 
underway. Probe into the deaths and disappearances is welcome but 
the attacks can’t be allowed to go on meanwhile. The protests and 
shutdown in Kathua underlines the growing anxiety among people.

In recent years, Rajouri and Poonch have been at the center of 
militant activity. But as security forces ramped up operations, in-
surgents have reportedly forayed into newer areas like Reasi, Doda, 
and Kishtwar. This has raised fresh security concerns, more so 
with  militants increasingly setting up base in forests, where they 
are turning out to be difficult to track down for the security forces. 
This is also apparent from the militancy related violence in the 
union territory last summer, most of which has been concentrated 
in the hilly terrain stretching from Poonch and Rajouri in Jammu 
division up to the hilly areas in parts of Kashmir Valley. 

At the same time, we can’t but acknowledge the conspicuous 
drop in militancy in recent years. The last few months have wit-
nessed a relative peace returning to the union territory. This shows 
the security forces have been able to force the militancy to retreat, 
reflecting the efficacy of the revamped security approach. But sus-
taining these gains will require a multi-pronged strategy involving 
security, development, and diplomacy. And above all, understand-
ing the nature of militancy in the union territory. Although the 
number of local militants in the Valley has steeply gone down in 
recent years with the last year recording the lowest recruitment, 
this isn’t a true indicator of the retreat of militancy.  As the violence 
in the last two years has demonstrated, the shortfall in local recruit-
ment is replenished by the infiltration from Pakistan.  And this 
doesn’t have an immediate solution. There is no escaping a drawn 
fight against militancy but one thing is certain: it cannot be won 
decisively if people feel alienated from the government.

Tourism and Tradition 

at Crossroads 
Peer Mohammad Amir Qureshi

N
estled in the lap of the Hi-
malayas, the legendary 
Sufi poet Amir Khusro 
once beautifully encap-

sulated Kashmir’s essence in his 
words: ”Gar firdous baraye za-
meen ast, hami astov hami ast”—
“If there is a paradise on Earth, 
it is here, it is here.” But beneath 
its breathtaking beauty lies a land 
at a crossroads—where the allure 
of tourism clashes with the sanc-
tity of tradition. This is the story of 
Kashmir, a land of contrasts, where 
the promise of progress meets the 
weight of preservation.  

The breaking point came dur-
ing Ramazan, when an ‘obscene’ 
fashion show was held in Gul-
marg. Models from around the 
world walked the snow-covered 
ramp in ‘revealing’ attires, ignit-
ing a firestorm of criticism. As 
images and videos of the event cas-
caded across social media, the out-
cry grew deafening. Kashmiris, al-
ready grappling with the delicate 
dance between preserving their 
heritage and embracing economic 
progress, now find themselves 
united in fury. “Is this the price of 
tourism?” They ask, their voices 
trembling with indignation:“Are 
we to trade our identity for fleet-
ing moments of entertainment?”

Kashmir is more than just a des-
tination; it’s an emotion. Its cool, 
crisp air offers respite from the 
scorching heat of the plains, while 
its landscapes—ranging from lush 
meadows to rugged mountains—
paint a picture so perfect it feels 
surreal. From the gondola rides in 
Gulmarg to the tranquil waters of 
Dal Lake, every corner of Kashmir 
whispers tales of wonder.  

Adventurers flock to its trails, 
like the challenging trek to the Sev-
en Great Lakes, while spiritual seek-
ers embark on sacred pilgrimages to 
Amarnath and Vaishno Devi. The re-
gion’s archaeological gems, such as 
the ancient springs of Kokernag and 
Verinag, add layers of history to its 
natural charm. And let’s not forget 
the Mughal Gardens of Nishat and 
Shalimar, where terraced lawns, 
cascading fountains, and vibrant 
flowerbeds create a symphony of 
beauty. Nishat Bagh, the “Garden 
of Joy,” offers panoramic views of 
Dal Lake, while Shalimar Bagh, the 
“Abode of Love,” whispers tales of 
Mughal emperors and their roman-
tic escapades.  

But Kashmir isn’t just a play-
ground for tourists—it’s a living, 
breathing culture. Its soul is woven 
with the threads of Sufi mysticism, 
ancient traditions, and a deep rever-
ence for nature.  

One of Kashmir’s most endur-
ing treasures is its people. Known 
for their warm hearts and bound-
less hospitality, Kashmiris wel-
come visitors with open arms and 
a steaming cup of kahwa—a tradi-
tional saffron-infused tea served 
in a samovar, a beautifully crafted 
brass kettle that symbolizes the re-
gion’s rich cultural heritage. 

In the upcoming spring, the gov-
ernment will throw open the Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden in 
Srinagar for a visual feast for visitors.  

However, the garden’s popular-
ity has become its Achilles’ heel. 
Overcrowding during the bloom-
ing season has turned this serene 
escape into a chaotic maze of selfie 
sticks and jostling crowds. The nar-
row pathways are jam-packed, leav-

ing little room to sit and soak in the 
beauty. While the tulips continue to 
bloom, the experience of witnessing 
them is often marred by the sheer 
volume of tourists.  

Similarly, Dal Lake, as well as, 
other lakes like Manasbal Lake and 
Wular Lake also face the threat of 
pollution and over-tourism. They are 
not just beautiful but also cardinal to 
the ecological landscape of Kashmir. 

As Kashmir’s beauty gains glob-
al recognition, the wheels of tour-
ism begin to turn. The government, 
eager to tap into this potential, re-
cently inaugurated ambitious proj-
ects to make the valley more acces-
sible. The recent inauguration of the 
Sonamarg Tunnel by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is a game-changer, 
ensuring year-round connectivity 
and opening doors to winter sports 
like skiing and snowboarding.  

But the engineering mar-
vels don’t stop there. The Chenab 
Bridge, the highest railway bridge 
in the world, stands as a testament 
to human ingenuity. Towering over 
the Chenab River at a height of 359 
meters, this architectural wonder 
connects Jammu to Kashmir, offer-
ing breathtaking views of the val-
ley below. The Zojila Tunnel, once 

completed, will be India’s longest 
road tunnel, providing all-weather 
access to Ladakh and further inte-
grating the region with the rest of 
the country.  

The government’s investment 
in infrastructure—amounting to 
crores of rupees—has transformed 
the journey from Jammu to Kash-
mir into a seamless experience. 
The winding roads, cutting through 
mountains and valleys, are a testa-
ment to the relentless efforts of en-
gineers and workers who braved 
harsh terrains to connect this para-
dise to the world.  

For a while, it seemed like Kash-
mir was on the brink of an economic 
renaissance. Hotels sprung up, jobs 
were created, and the promise of 
prosperity glittered on the horizon. 
But with progress came problems—
problems that threatened the very es-
sence of what made Kashmir special.  

The surge in tourism has brought 
with it a wave of challenges that Kash-
mir was ill-prepared to handle. 

Once-pristine destinations like 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam are now 
teeming with tourists, leaving be-
hind trails of litter and stress on 
local ecosystems. The Tulip Gar-
den, once a serene escape, is now a 
chaotic sea of selfie sticks during its 
blooming season.  

Additionally, Kashmir’s rich 
heritage, shaped by Sufi saints 
and ancient rishis, is under threat. 
The influx of tourists has intro-
duced practices that clash with 
local values—like public drinking 
near mosques and shrines, spark-
ing outrage among the deeply reli-
gious population.  

A Plea to Visitors: Respect the Soul 
of Kashmir

To those who visit this paradise, 
a humble request: tread lightly. Re-
spect the religious values and senti-
ments of the Kashmiri people. Re-
member that the mosques, shrines, 
and sacred spaces you encounter 
are not just tourist attractions—they 
are the heartbeats of a community. 
Dress modestly, avoid public dis-
plays of behavior that may offend, 
and take a moment to understand 
the culture you are stepping into.  

Kashmir doesn’t have to look 
far for inspiration. Countries like 
Bhutan and Oman have shown that 
tourism and tradition can coexist. 
Bhutan’s “High Value, Low Impact” 
policy ensures that tourism benefits 

the economy without overwhelming 
the culture. Oman, with its pristine 
deserts and historic forts, has struck 
a similar balance, preserving its her-
itage while welcoming visitors.  

Even closer to home, Aceh in 
Indonesia has implemented strict 
measures to align tourism with Is-
lamic values, proving that develop-
ment doesn’t have to come at the 
cost of identity.  

A Vision for Kashmir: Quality Over 
Quantity

The path forward for Kashmir is 
clear: it must prioritize quality over 
quantity. Instead of chasing mass 
tourism, the focus should be on 
sustainable practices that protect 
the environment and respect local 
traditions. Policies that limit visi-
tor numbers, promote eco-friendly 
tourism, and celebrate Kashmiri 
culture can ensure that the region 
remains a paradise for generations 
to come.  

Kashmir’s future lies in strik-
ing a delicate balance—where 
modern infrastructure supports 
economic growth without over-
shadowing the spiritual and cul-
tural heartbeat of the valley.  

Conclusion

Kashmir is more than just a 
destination; it’s a legacy. Its beauty 
has the power to heal, inspire, and 
transform. But as the world flocks 
to its valleys, it’s crucial to remem-
ber that this paradise is fragile. The 
choices we make today will deter-
mine whether Kashmir remains 
a sanctuary of peace or becomes a 
casualty of unchecked development.  

Let’s not just visit Kashmir—
let’s protect it. For in its snow-clad 
peaks and shimmering lakes lies 
not just the soul of a region, but 
the heartbeat of humanity. And as 
Amir Khusro so eloquently said, if 
there is a paradise on Earth, it is 
here, it is here. Let’s ensure it stays 
that way.  

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

The author, Peer Mohammad Amir 
Qureshi, is a columnist and feature 
writer based in Kashmir. He X’s on 

@peermohdamir

F
or Muslims, Islam is not just 
a religion but a complete way 
of life, encompassing all as-
pects, including spirituality, 

morality, social conduct, and person-
al well-being.

I would like to appeal to all to 
kindly pay attention to the way 
we handle newspapers, as they of-
ten contain the name of Allah. It is 
important that we treat them with 
utmost respect and refrain from us-
ing them as trash or throwing them 
away carelessly. 

Such actions are considered ma-
jor sins and a form of blasphemy. 
Newspapers serve as a valuable 
source of information, sharing news, 

opinions, and various other articles. 
They play a significant role in our 
society by keeping us informed and 
enabling us to make informed deci-
sions. However, we must also recog-
nize that these newspapers often in-
clude verses from the Quran, Allah’s 
name, or other religious references.

To show our reverence for the 
name of Allah & Islamic Scriptures, 
we should take appropriate steps 
to handle newspapers respectfully. 
Here are a few suggestions on how we 
can do so:

Store or recycle: If you have 
newspapers that are no longer need-
ed, consider keeping them in a desig-
nated place or recycling them prop-

erly. By doing this, we ensure that 
the name of Allah is not mishandled 
or thrown away carelessly.

Avoid inappropriate use: It is cru-
cial to refrain from using newspapers 
for purposes that are disrespectful, 
such as wrapping perishable items, 
lining pet cages, or using them as 
cleaning materials. Instead, opt for 
alternative materials that are more 
suitable for these purposes.

Educate others: Spread aware-
ness among your family, friends, 
and community members about the 
importance of handling newspapers 
with care. Encourage them to adopt 
respectful practices when dealing 
with printed materials that contain 

religious references.
By taking these small yet sig-

nificant steps, we demonstrate our 
respect for Allah’s name and honour 
the religious significance attached to 
it. Let us strive to preserve the dig-
nity of printed materials that contain 
religious content and set an example 
for others to follow.

Remember, it is through our ac-
tions that we manifest our faith and 
uphold the values that we hold dear. 
May Allah guide us all and bless us 
with understanding and wisdom.

Irfan Ahmad Zargar
ifiinice@gmail.com
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Kashmiris, 
already grappling 
with the delicate 
dance between 
preserving their 
heritage and 
embracing economic 
progress, now find 
themselves united 
in fury. “Is this the 
price of tourism?” 
They ask, their voices 
trembling with 
indignation:“Are we 
to trade our identity 
for fleeting moments 
of entertainment?”
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It is often said that 
the way to know 
if your deeds have 
been accepted in 
Ramazan is if they 
carry on. If you don’t 
reach your goals in 
Ramazan see them 
as something to 
build on. Keep going 
with your goals and 
InshaAllah by next 
Ramazan you will 
be able to build on it 
again

How to Finish Quran in 30 Days

Women's Part in Ramazan
Appreciating and Empowering Their Efforts

Zahid Ahmad Lone

W
omen play an essential 
role in shaping the spirit 
of Ramazan through their 

dedication to family, community, 
and charitable acts. Despite their 
significant contributions, their ef-
forts often go unnoticed, leaving 
them with little time for personal 
reflection and spiritual growth. Rec-
ognizing and supporting women 
during this holy month is crucial to 
ensuring a more balanced and in-
clusive Ramazan experience for all.

Even if women make great 
contributions, their efforts are 
sometimes underappreciated.  Im-
proving women's recognition and 
support will help to guarantee they 
have enough time and chances for 
personal prayer and introspection.  
Families and communities must 
actively help women by distribut-
ing domestic chores and show-
ing thanks for their dedication, 
therefore reducing their obliga-
tions.  Encouragement of women 
throughout Ramazan is essential 
for the more fair and balanced cel-
ebration of this holy month.  En-
couragement of men and children 
to help with domestic chores helps 
to relieve women's responsibilities, 
therefore freeing them to focus on 
their spiritual growth.

Moreover, educational cam-
paigns stressing the contributions 
made by women during Ramazan 
should be supported so as to high-
light their indispensable roles.  
Leaders of religious organizations 
and communities have an obliga-
tion to make sure women have the 
same chances as males to partici-
pate in social and religious events.  
Furthermore, initiatives for eco-
nomic empowerment should be 

encouraged so that women may 
freely support philanthropic ac-
tivities without running against 
financial constraints.  Many wom-
en-owned companies and home-
based businesses see higher sales 
during Ramazan; so, supporting 
these projects can help to promote 
more financial freedom and com-
munal development.

Women's roles during Ramazan 
go beyond conventional home du-
ties.  Their basis for Ramazan ob-

servance is their meal preparation, 
charitable deeds, and support of 
their families and communities.  
As a community, it is our responsi-
bility to honor and support wom-
en throughout Ramazan; although 
their efforts frequently go unap-
preciated, they are fundamental 
in sustaining the key principles of 
Ramazan—compassion, generos-
ity, and unity.  We can guarantee 
that everyone feels the real Rama-
zan by distributing tasks, appreci-

ating their efforts, and supporting 
gender-inclusive community proj-
ects.  Let this Ramazan be a time 
of recognition and empowerment 
for the ladies who bless this holy 
month for all, alongside of wor-
ship and fasting.  Though they 
make major contributions, wom-
en's efforts are sometimes under-
appreciated.  Improving women's 
recognition and support will help 
to guarantee they have enough 
time and chances for personal 

prayer and introspection.  Families 
and communities have to actively 
help women by distributing house 
chores and showing thanks for 
their dedication, therefore reliev-
ing some of their obligations.

Encouragement of women 
throughout Ramazan is essential 
for the more fair and balanced cel-
ebration of this holy month.  By en-
couraging men and children to help 
with domestic chores, women's 
stress can be lessened, and they 

can then focus on their spiritual 
growth.  Moreover, educational 
campaigns stressing the contri-
butions made by women during 
Ramazan should be supported to 
highlight their indispensable roles.  
Leaders of religious organizations 
and communities have an obliga-
tion to make sure women have the 
same chances as males to partici-
pate in social and religious events.

Furthermore, initiatives for eco-
nomic empowerment should be 
encouraged so that women may 
freely support philanthropic ac-
tivities without running against 
financial constraints.  Many wom-
en-owned companies and home-
based businesses see higher sales 
during Ramazan; so, supporting 
these projects can help to promote 
more financial freedom and com-
munal development.  Women's 
roles during Ramazan go beyond 
conventional home duties.  Their 
basis for Ramazan observance is 
their food preparation, charitable 
deeds, and support of their fami-
lies and communities.  Though 
their efforts sometimes go unre-
ported, they are essential in pre-
serving Ramazan's basic values—
compassion, kindness, and unity.

Our culture has an obligation 
to honor and empower women 
throughout Ramazan.  We can 
guarantee that everyone feels the 
real Ramazan by distributing tasks, 
appreciating their efforts, and sup-
porting gender-inclusive commu-
nity projects.  Let this Ramazan be a 
time of appreciation and empower-
ment for the women who enhance 
this holy month for everybody, not 
only of prayer and fasting.

The author is a Ph. D. Scholar, 
University of Kashmir

THOUGH THEIR EFFORTS SOMETIMES GO UNREPORTED, 

THEY ARE ESSENTIAL IN PRESERVING Ramazan's basic 
values—compassion, kindness, and unity. Our culture has 
an obligation to honor and empower women throughout 
Ramazan

AMALIAH TEAM

S
taying up to pray as the 
rest of the world sleeps, the 
suhoor spreads, and the an-

ticipation of the Maghrib adhan 
– Ramadan is here, and the mer-
cy of this month is arriving too. 
Whatever we hope to take away 
from this month, the true spirit 
of Ramadan is in reconnecting 
with the Qur’an.

Ibn ‘Abbas narrated, “Allah’s 
Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم was the most gen-
erous person, and he would be 
at his most generous in Rama-
dan because Jibril would come 
to him every night and he would 
study the Qur’an with him. Truly, 
when Allah’s Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم would 
meet Jibril, he would be more 
generous than a fleeting wind.” 
(Al-Albani)

With up to thirty blessed days 
in the month, a common goal 
for many is to try and finish an 
entire recitation of the Qur’an. 
Some years, we make it happen 
and some years, we lose momen-
tum halfway through. Life hap-
pens, exhaustion takes over, and 
there is just too much going on – 
but InshaAllah we are rewarded 
for our intentions and rewarded 
as if we did finish in those years 
gone by.

There are many benefits to 
reciting the Qur’an specifically 
in Ramadan, the month where 
Allah جل جلاله sent down the holy book 
to His beloved Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. A 
month where we have the best 
opportunity to gain entry to Par-
adise as the doors of Jannah are 
opened and doors of Jahannam 
are closed for an entire month.

‘Abdallah Ibn ‘Amr reported 
Allah’s Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم as saying, 
“Fasting and the Qur’an inter-
cede for a man. Fasting says, ‘O 
my Lord, I have kept him away 
from his food and his passions 
by day, so accept my interces-
sion for him.’ The Qur’an says, ‘I 
have kept him away from sleep 
by night, so accept my interces-
sion for him.’ Then their inter-
cession is accepted.” (Mishkat al 
Masabih)

In this piece, we are taking you 
through some tried and tested 
practical tips from our trusted 
Amaliah community on com-
pleting the Qur’an this Ramadan.

It helps to remember that 
finishing the Qur’an is neither 
obligatory nor the only Qur’an-
related goal we can have.What-
ever you aim to accomplish by 
the end of this month and what-

ever you are able to achieve, the 
following tips will help you stay 
on track:

1. Set your daily goal
Start with a goal as it will help 

you stay focused each day. If you 
are trying to finish the Qur’an 
this Ramadan, then over 30 days 
your daily goal is: the number 
of pages in your Qur’an, divided 
by 29/30 days. This is your goal 
on how many pages to read per 
day, you can then work out how 
you want to achieve this (i.e.you 
might have a certain number of 
pages after each salah or at dif-
ferent points in the day).

You may also want to adjust 
this accordingly if you expect to 
have your period in Ramadan 
and take the opinion that you 
cannot read from the Qur’an dur-
ing this time. For example, de-
duct the typical number of days 
from your period from the 29/30 
days of Ramadan

“I read 20 pages a day and put 
aside 10-15 minutes after each 
prayer to read 4 pages. This al-
ways helps me complete it in the 
month of Ramadan!”

“I read 25 pages everyday, 5 pag-
es after each prayer. I tried to fin-
ish around the last 10 odd nights. 
I followed this for 3 years but now 
I’m focused more on understand-
ing the Holy Qur’an and its Tafsirs. 
Since Arabic is not my native lan-
guage, all these years I just recited 
mostly without truly pondering 
what the Holy book actually im-
plies. Insha Allah I’m going to set a 
new goal this Ramadan.”

If your goal is not to finish the 
Qur’an, adjust accordingly. You 
know best what is in your ca-
pacity, what is possible for your 
lifestyle and current situation, so 
start there. This is important and 
will help when you are feeling 
down or when you are off track 
with what you had hoped to ac-
complish. Setting a goal will help 
you set down a detailed plan and 
keep you on track as much as 
possible.

With regards to goals in Rama-
dan, if you are worried about set-
ting lofty goals and not reaching 
them, a friend shared “If you’re 
overwhelmed during Ramadan 
due to many personal difficulties, 
don’t set yourself lofty goals. Set 
standards you do not fall below.”

2. Intention
Our deeds are weighed by our 

intentions, so here’s a key point 
to remember as you sit to pen 

down your goals for this Rama-
dan: aim as high as you can and 
strive to accomplish that goal. 
Whether you reach it or not, Al-
lah will reward you for your in-
tention and effort. If your inten-
tion is true and you do not finish, 
InshaAllah it will be counted as if 
you did complete the Qur’an and 
written in your book of deeds.

Allah’s Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم said, “Ac-
tions are according to intentions, 
and everyone will get what was 
intended.” (Bukhari)

We loved the advice on view-
ing Ramadan as a spiritual boot-
camp where we should aim for 
lofty goals: “Ramadan is only one 
month a year, I like to think of it 
as a spiritual bootcamp, so plan-
ning ahead helps me.”

“Set your intention and stick 
to it. On the first couple of days 
read extra that you’ve allocated 
to the other days. This acts as a 
buffer if you later miss a day or 
two, so you don’t fall behind.”

Life happens, we may not al-
ways be able to stick to our plans, 
but why not intend to make the 
most of our time and leave the 
rest to Allah?

3. There is no time like the 
present

Sometimes, the best way to 
deal with procrastination is to 
just get up and do it. Try to pro-
actively set up a reading routine 
at least a week before Ramadan 
begins. This will inshaAllah help 
your transition into Ramadan 
smoother and less stressful.

Chantal Blake, Holistic Men-
strual Health Educator advised 
wisely, “Stack up your reading in 
the early half of your menstrual 
cycle. When oestrogen is higher, 
generally drive and energy are 
too. As oestrogen wanes and we 
draw closer to menstruation, 
maintaining big commitments 
can become more challenging. 
And, of course, start now to get 
your khatam in Ramadan!”

Many people agreed with that, 
as someone pointed out astutely, 
“  Start now – the goal is to com-
plete in Ramadan but you don’t 
have to start in Ramadan!”

Make du’a and ask Allah for 
His help in getting started.

Allahumma inni a’udhu bika 
minal-kasali, wal-harami, wal-
jubni, wal-bukhli, wa fitnatid-
dajjali, wa ‘adhabil-qabr.

“O Allah, I seek refuge in You 
from laziness, old age, coward-
ice, miserliness, the tribulation 
of the Dajjal and the torment of 

the grave.)” (Sunan An-Nasai)

4. Reading from a physical 
Qur’an

“My aunt swears by this, fin-
ishing it up each Ramadhan 
MashAllah – four pages after 
each prayer!”

To read through an entire 
juz (chapter) which consists of 
twenty pages in one day, the 
recommended plan of action 
is to read four pages before or 
after the five daily prayers. This 
is easier when you are reading 
from a physical Qur’an as you can 
see your progress as you turn the 
pages. If you cannot reach your 
goal for the day, you can also 

check to see how many addi-
tional pages you will be reading 
the next day. If you still prefer to 
read on a device like your phone 
or tablet, try switching to page 
view so that you can visualise 
your progress.

5. Accountability buddy
Start a messaging thread with 

friends of similar goals and read-
ing paces as you begin this Ra-
madan. At the end of each day, 
update each other on your prog-
ress, what page you ended on 
and where you need to be for the 
next day. Motivate and help each 

other stay on track and InshaAl-
lah you will be rewarded for this 
too.

“I read four pages after each 
prayer, that’s a juz finished a 
day. My husband and I keep each 
other accountable so we are both 
encouraged to read!”

“I have a friendly competi-
tion with one of my siblings and 
friends so we can encourage 
each other!”

If you feel you are short on 
time, why not start your own 
Khatam group where your 
friends and family get together 
to finish one whole recitation?

“Read together with a group 
of friends! Get together even 
online, and read a page together 
every evening.”

6. Understanding the Qur’an
Some people feel conflicted 

about finishing the Qur’an when 
they have not understood it. This 
makes sense as you want to have 
learnt something at the end. The 
middle ground here could be to 
watch video lectures that go over 
the translation or tafsir of the juz 
you are reading that day. For ex-
ample, Yaqeen Institute’s 30 for 
30 series summarises the main 
points of each juz in a half-hour 
video.

“Do not fall into the debate 
of what’s more important: re-
citing more or understanding 
more. Both camps have enough 
evidence in hadith which means 
both are important. Focus all 
your readings and listenings on 
Qur’an. Don’t stack a hefty TBR 
pile of books for Ramadan be-
cause they have Persian art on its 
cover. Instead read tafsir, books 
about learning and understand-
ing Qur’an, etc. Read as much as 
you can, use the tiny pockets of 
time to read even if it’s one verse 
you can fit.”

“Don’t pressure yourself to fin-
ish. Understanding is more im-
portant than powering through.”

Other ways you can connect 
with the Qur’an this month:
• Read the translation.
• Study the tafsir of one 

surah.
• Watch online tafsir series
• Listen to a detailed tafsir of 

a single ayah every day.
• Revise what you have 

memorised of the Qur’an.
• Memorise a new surah.

Whichever way you choose to 
recite this year, it is important to 
remember that in the month of 
Qur’an, every tiny effort in get-

ting closer to Allah and under-
standing His message bears great 
rewards.

7. Reading for Taraweeh
There is a difference of opin-

ion on whether you can hold the 
mushaf during taraweeh to recite 
from the Qur’an . Some scholars 
will allow this, for example, the 
scholars of the Shafi’i fiqh rec-
ommend the use of a mushaf. 
Some scholars of the Hanafi fiqh 
discourage or prohibit the use of 
a mushaf during the prayer.

If you prefer to hold your 
Qur’an and read from it while 
you pray Taraweeh, discuss with 
your local imam about the per-
missibility and make a decision 
based on that. Another option 
could be to recite what you have 
memorised in your Taraweeh 
prayers and to then read your set 
portion of the Quran after every 
two rakat.

“Best advice I got was to read 
one surah a day for the first week 
or so. Yes you’re reading more 
than one juz for the first 10 surah 
but it really helps you to get a 
momentum going. I also read 
as much as I can during tarawih 
prayers on my phone (at home 
when I’m praying tarawih on my 
own).”

Here is also a guide on How to 
Pray Taraweeh at Home

8. Explore the abundant tech 
resources

From Adhan clocks to Prayer 
and daily adhkar apps, technol-
ogy has become an invaluable 
resource in our day to day lives 
as Muslims. Similarly, there are a 
number of Qur’an apps that aim 
to make Qur’an recitation and 
understanding effortless for us 
as busy individuals. Offering var-
ious translations, audio record-
ings, and interpretations of the 
Qur’an, apps like Qur’an Hive and 
Qur’an Reflect offer convenience 
and flexibility, allowing us to en-
gage with Allah’s message any-
time, anywhere. Moreover, fea-
tures such as bookmarking and 
personalised reading plans can 
help in enhancing the efficiency.

“If you have a basic Arabic un-
derstanding, then pick a phrase 
and a verse each day from your 
reading portion and try to re-
flect on it. It could be simply 
because of how it sounded on 
your tongue, look it up and think 
about it. Tadabbur is as simple as 
that. Use apps like Qur’an Reflect, 
Qur’an Hive, the tafsirs of Quran.

com and their app version, listen 
to your favourite Qari in times 
you feel like plugging in your 
headset.”

“I use Quranly! It’s a great 
app.”

Whether it’s listening to reci-
tation during your commute, 
utilising translation tools for bet-
ter understanding, or participat-
ing in online study groups, these 
apps offer a convenient way to 
deepen our spiritual connection 
and fulfil the goal of complet-
ing the Quran during the blessed 
month of Ramadan.

9. Make yourself a visual 
tracker

If you have a Ramadan jour-
nal, these usually have a column 
where you can track your Qur’an 
reading for the day. But even if 
you do not, pull out any journal 
you usually use and make your 
own tracker! Make it as simple 
or as pretty as you need it to keep 
you organised and motivated, 
and log in your progress for each 
day. This way, you can evaluate 
yourself at the end of every day, 
week and even at the end of the 
month to plan for where you can 
improve next year.

10. Keep going after Ramadan
It is often said that the way to 

know if your deeds have been 
accepted in Ramadan is if they 
carry on. If you don’t reach your 
goals in Ramadan see them as 
something to build on. Keep go-
ing with your goals and InshaAl-
lah by next Ramadan you will be 
able to build on it again.

“One part is about 20 pages 
which is 4 pages after every 
prayer. Stick to that as mini-
mum and if you can read more, 
go ahead. The aim is to build the 
habit during Ramadan and then 
carry it forward with us for the 
rest of the year inshallah.”

“I started reciting last Octo-
ber. Minimum 1 page per day. 
Sometimes I miss due to work 
and menstruation. But I stayed 
consistent.”

At the end of the day, do not 
be disheartened if you have been 
unable to reach your goal; dust 
yourself off, adjust your plan and 
renew your intention.

May Allah allow us to benefit 
from the blessed month, keep 
our intentions sincere and allow 
the Qur’an to enter our hearts.

The article was originally 
published by Amaliah 
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The methods used to consume news have changed over time 

from newspapers, to television, to the Internet on our computers 

to carrying the news around with us 24/7 on smartphones in our 

pockets.

Kashmir Observer, with 28 years of experience in news gathering is 

now available 24x7 on all digital platforms like laptops, cell phones or 

via Bluetooth on your smart TV’s across the world.

Kashmir Observer is a one stop information bank for you. Watch 

live debates, talk shows and documentaries on critical issues facing 

Kashmir on KO youtube channel.

https://www.youtube.
com/c/kobserver

VISIT

OR SCAN

28
th

Centre Bans
advocating their aspirations and rights 

through completely non-violent and demo-
cratic methods and calling for peaceful resolu-
tion of the Kashmir conflict through dialogue 
and deliberation.

Mirwaiz is the chairman of the Hurriyat 
Conference and head cleric of Srinagar’s Jamia 
Masjid, Kashmir’s grandest and most influen-
tial mosque, where he delivers sermons.

Reacting to the ban, JKIM leader Masroor 
Abbas Ansari asked the government to re-
view its decision saying “coercion and restric-
tions do not solve problems but create further 
complications”.

He said religious sentiments of millions of 
people are associated with JKIM and this or-
ganisation has always been a pioneer in social 
services and its connection with the people is 
strong and invincible, “so this voice cannot be 
silenced”.

Masroor said banning will neither make any 
difference nor can it solve the problems and ad-
vised the government to “adopt a positive ap-
proach” instead of suppressing the people and 
their demands so that an atmosphere of peace 
and order can be established in the region”.

Meanwhile the Centre’s move drew sharp 
reactions from the ruling National Conference 
and the PDP who condemned the action.

Former chief minister and PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti termed the banning of AAC 
and JKIM as “another blow to Kashmir’s social 
and political landscape”.

“Suppressing dissent will only deepen ten-
sions rather than resolve them. The J&K gov-
ernment must intervene to stop such actions. 
Democracy is about more than elections - it’s 
about protecting citizens’ fundamental rights.

“While silencing Kashmir’s voices may serve 
BJP’s political agenda, it undermines the very 
Constitution that safeguards these rights. The 
central government must reassess its approach 
and move away from heavy-handed tactics,” 
she said on X.

National Conference general secretary and 
MLA Ali Muhammad Sagar said he was “dis-
appointed” to know about the banning of AAC 
and JKIM.

“The Mirwaiz family has been torch bearers 
of peace, communal harmony and helped J&K 
to keep up with its secular credentials. Such 
measures do not bring any good to the situa-
tion in J&K,” he said in his post on X.

Sagar said the Centre must follow the path of 
reconciliation rather than alienation and added 
“the Mirwaiz has always been a keen facilitator 
for peace, he and others like him must be made 
stakeholders of peace rather than victims of an 
Iron fist policy”.

In two notifications, the Union Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) said the AAC and JKIM are 
indulging in unlawful activities that are preju-
dicial to the integrity, sovereignty and security 
of the country.

The home ministry said the “leaders and 
members of AAC and JKIM have been involved 
in mobilising funds for perpetrating unlawful 
activities, including supporting secessionist, 
separatist and terrorist activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

It said “their members by their activities 
show sheer disrespect towards the constitu-
tional authority and constitutional setup of 
the country and the outfits are involved in pro-
moting and aiding the secession of Jammu and 
Kashmir from India by involving in anti-na-
tional and subversive activities, sowing seeds 
of disaffection amongst people.”

“The AAC and JKIM are exhorting people 
to destabilise law and order, encouraging the 
use of arms to separate Jammu and Kashmir 
from the Union of India and promoting hatred 
against the established government”, the min-
istry said.

The notification cited several cases and 
chargesheets filed by the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and the National Investigation Agency 
against the members of the AAC for their al-
leged involvement in unlawful activities.

“The cases registered against AAC lead-
ers like the Mirwaiz, Mushtaq-ul-Islam, Nisar 
Ahmad Rather and Nisar Ahmad Bhat include 
shouting slogans against the integrity of India 
and for delivering a speech stating that they 
would struggle till Jammu and Kashmir is not 
separated from Union of India, and for also 
pelting stones.”

“Another case against the Mirwaiz was for 
supporting the ‘Hartal’ call given by Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani for August 3, 2011 and for insti-
gating the general people and the youth of the 
valley for waging war against the sovereignty 
of India.”

“The AAC and JKIM will continue propagat-
ing false narrative and anti-national sentiments 
among the people of Jammu and Kashmir with 
the intention to cause disaffection against India 
and disrupt public order and escalate seces-
sionist movements, support militancy and in-
cite violence in the country,” the MHA said.

Daily Wager Crisis
towards the Assembly and the chief minis-

ter’s residence demanding release of their wag-
es and regularisation. Their march was foiled 
by police authorities.

Intervening in the House, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah said it was a humanitarian is-
sue and that members should wait for the gov-
ernment’s response on the issue of fulfilment 
of their demands.

“As far as the cane charge is concerned, the 
police are neither under your control nor ours, 
and such an incident should not have taken 
place,” he said.

MLA Vikram Randhawa, supported by BJP 
members, blamed the government for forc-
ing daily wagers to take to the streets, arguing 
that despite promises made by the National 
Conference, the budget had nothing for them.

Leader of the Opposition Sunil Sharma and 
Sham Lal Sharma blamed the previous National 
Conference government for the current crisis.

However, Deputy Chief Minister Surinder 
Choudhary countered, and said the NC govern-
ment had employed these daily workers and 
would ensure their regularisation.

The House soon plunged into chaos with 
heated verbal exchanges between NC and BJP 
members. Some members also used derogato-
ry language against each other. Speaker Abdul 

Rahim Rather later expunged the remarks.
The chief minister said the baton-charge 

should not have taken place, as those protest-
ing were our employees.

Regarding the police action, Abdullah said, 
“Neither you nor we have control over them. 
Please raise the issue with those who control 
them.” He further said the police had taken 
note of the incident and should exercise re-
straint in the future.

However, BJP MLAs stood up, arguing that 
the situation had arisen because the govern-
ment had allocated nothing for the workers in 
the budget.

This led to protests from the treasury bench-
es. After several minutes of noisy scenes, BJP 
members staged a walkout from the House.

As the House assembled for the day in the 
morning, BJP MLA Vikram Randhawa raised 
the issue of protests by PHE daily wagers, 
highlighting the subsequent baton charge and 
detention in support of their demands for the 
release of wages.

He emphasised the need for the government 
to address their issues.

Randhawa was supported by several BJP 
members. National Conference members Mir 
Saifullah and B A Veeri, along with Congress 
member Nizamuddin Bhat, also raised the 
issue.

Despite Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather’s ask-
ing them to down and allow the Question Hour 
to proceed, the members continued raising the 
issue briefly, leading to a ruckus.

The daily wagers had previously staged long 
strikes last year demanding the release of their 
pending wages and regularisation of their 
services. Despite several rounds of talks with 
senior officials in the department, their issues 
remain unresolved.

Announces Panel

headed by the Chief Secretary, and will be is-
suing the official order today after my budget 
speech,” Abdullah told the House.

He said that it will have the Additional Chief 
Secretary in the Chief Minister’s Office, along 
with the Secretaries of the Planning, GAD and 
Law Departments as members, and it will be 
the responsibility of the chief secretary.

“The committee will be given six months to 
thoroughly review the number of daily wagers 
through GAD and assess the legal and financial 
aspects of their regularisation,” he added.

He said that the Law Department has a 
prime role after the Supreme Court’s judgment 
on the issue.

“They will be asked to prepare a framework 
within six months. They should fix the figures. 
After assessing all aspects, including legal and 
financial, they should prepare a roadmap on 
how to proceed so that in the next budget ses-
sion, I can stand before you and say, ‘This is 
what we are going to do,” he said.

Earlier in the day, BJP members staged a walk-
out from the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly 
following a ruckus, as the saffron party and 
National Conference (NC) members engaged 
in verbal duels over widespread protests, cane 
charges and detentions of daily wage employ-
ees from the Jal Shakti Department. The work-
ers were demanding the release of their wages 
and regularisation.

There are an estimated 67,000 daily wagers 
in various categories in Jammu.

Gunmen Hijack
swiftly took control of the train and have 

taken all passengers hostage,” the statement 
released to media said.

The group “warned of severe consequences” 
if an attempt was made to rescue the hostages.

Pakistani sources who spoke to the media 
on condition of anonymity said an operation 
“to eliminate the terrorists is ongoing with ex-
treme caution due to the difficult terrain”, add-
ing that women and children were “being used 
as human shields”.

The incident happened around 1pm (0800 
GMT) in rural Sibi district, near to a city station 
where it had been due to stop.

“A passenger train called the Jaffar Express 
was stopped by armed militants,” said a senior 

government official in Sibi, who asked not to be 
named because he was not authorised to speak 
to the media.

“The passengers are being held hostage, and 
the driver has been injured.”

The train had left Quetta for Peshawar, in 
northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa - a more 
than 30-hour journey - at around 9am.

A senior police official from the area border-
ing Sibi, who asked not to be named because 
he was not authorised to speak to the media, 
said that “the train remains stuck just before a 
tunnel surrounded by mountains”.

An emergency has been imposed at hospitals 
in Sibi, according to the government official.

Decades-long insurgency
The area is a mountainous region making it 

easier for militants to have hideouts and plan 
attacks.

Security forces have been battling a decades-
long insurgency in impoverished Balochistan, 
which militant groups claim is being exploited 
by outsiders, with wealth from its natural re-
sources syphoned off with little benefit to the 
local population.

Violence has soared in the western border 
regions with Afghanistan, from north to south, 
since the Taliban took back power in 2021.

More than 1600 people were killed in at-
tacks in Pakistan in 2024, the deadliest year in 
almost a decade, according to the Centre for 
Research and Security Studies, an Islamabad-
based analysis group.

BLA militants killed seven Punjabi travellers 
in February after they were ordered off a bus.

At least 39 people were killed in coordinated 
attacks last year that largely targeted ethnic 
Punjabis.

In November, the BLA claimed responsibility 
for a bombing at Quetta’s main railway station 
that killed 26 people, including 14 soldiers.

No Control Over

wagers demanding release of wages and 
regularisation of jobs, and criticised the lathi 
charge on them.

The BJP members staged a walkout as a 
ruckus erupted, when the BJP and National 
Conference members engaged in a verbal duel 
over the matter.

Intervening, Abdullah said, “You (BJP MLA 
Vikram Randhawa) have asked a question, 
please wait for the answer.”

“As far as the police’s treatment of the pro-
testers is concerned, I would like to remind 
Randhawa Sahab, who is making a noise about 
this issue, that unfortunately, neither you nor I 
have control over the police,” he said.

The Chief Minister further said that instead 
of creating a ruckus inside the House, it would 
have been better if the opposition raised the 
matter a few kilometres from there (referring 
to the Lieutenant Governor), where the actual 
control lies.

“It would have been more appropriate to go 
‘there’ and ask why they were beaten up,” he 
added.

Omar said neither were the protesters beat-
en up on government orders, nor should they 
have been treated this way.

“Even today, I maintain that these employees 
are ours. Their issues are genuine. This is not 
a financial issue but a humanitarian one. They 
should have been treated with humanity and 
sensitivity,” he said.

He maintained that he believes the concern 
shown by all of them in the House must have 
reached the ears of the police.

“Next time, when these people fight for their 
rights, batons will not be used against them,” 
he added.

India Has Made

the Lieutenant Governor spoke on the rap-
id strides made by India in healthcare, under 
the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, in the past 10 years.

The Lieutenant Governor said, “Our innova-
tions in technologies and treatment are rated 
amongst the best and our healthcare profes-
sionals have demonstrated excellence and they 
are competing with leading health institutions 
of developed countries.

The high standard of our care practices, 
along with equitable, integrated and people-
centered, comparative cost advantages and 
efficient services have made India a favourite 
destination for medical treatment”.

In view of the emerging challenges in health 
sector, the Lieutenant Governor emphasised 
on paying special attention to developing spe-
cialised human resource, and extending qual-
ity and affordable medical care to all through 
a close collaboration between the public and 
private sectors.

“We should now focus on expanding the 
coverage of health services and giving access 
to affordable medical facilities to the people 
in far flung areas while ensuring quality ser-
vice across a vast spectrum of healthcare,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

J&K MLAs To
a clear focus on ensuring the timely comple-

tion of all approved works.
The Finance Department has issued a de-

tailed circular outlining the guidelines for the 
implementation of the CDF scheme. Under 
these guidelines, each MLA can propose de-
velopment works worth up to Rs 3 crore (Rs 
300 lakh) annually to the District Development 
Commissioner (DDC) for execution in their 
constituency.

Additionally, nominated MLAs have the flex-
ibility to recommend projects in any part of the 
Union Territory.

The allocated funds are specifically designed 
for capital expenditure and cannot be used for 
revenue-related expenses, creation of posts, or 
payment of salaries. This ensures that the funds 
are spent on tangible developmental works.

Projects under the CDF must be completed 
within one year. In areas with limited work-
ing seasons, such as high-altitude regions, the 
DDC, with the MLA’s approval, may extend the 
timeline, allowing work to be completed with-
in two working seasons, but not exceeding two 
years.

The scheme encourages MLAs to recom-
mend projects with costs not exceeding Rs10 
lakh per work, although higher-value projects 
may be considered for certain infrastructure 
investments, provided they are completed 
within the specified time.

A wide range of development activities will 
be supported, including the construction and 
upgradation of government buildings such as 
schools, hostels, libraries, and sanitation fa-
cilities, as well as the provision of computers 
for educational institutions. The fund will also 
support the construction of roads, irrigation 
facilities, power infrastructure, and housing 
upgrades for the underprivileged.

The government aims to make a significant 
impact on the local infrastructure by allowing 
projects such as: Construction and upgradation 
of roads, including approach roads and link 
roads, with funding upto Rs 15 lakh. Projects 
for water table recharging, irrigation, and 
drainage, with support up to Rs 20 lakh.

Strengthening power infrastructure with a 
budget of up to Rs 50 lakh.

Assistance for housing upgrades for tribal 
and BPL populations, with funding of up to Rs 
20 lakh for each project.

This initiative also focuses on improving 
rural areas by allowing the creation of kachha 
roads where local needs dictate.

To ensure proper utilization of funds, the 
scheme includes provisions for strict over-
sight. Payments for completed works will be 
made only after the necessary verification and 
the successful completion of a Defect Liability 
Period (DLP), if applicable.

The scheme also emphasizes the importance 
of efficiency, requiring that at least 80% of the 
allocated funds be utilized within the financial 
year.

In cases where the prescribed threshold is 
not met, funds will be withheld until the target 
is achieved, and future allocations will be con-
tingent upon meeting these goals.

Certain projects will not be eligible for fund-
ing under the CDF, including office or residen-
tial buildings for government departments, 
memorials, creation of posts, or any kind of 

revenue expenditure. The funds will not be 
used for works related to places of worship 
either.

By giving MLAs the autonomy to choose 
projects and ensuring proper monitoring, the 
CDF scheme aims to foster a more localized 
and responsive approach to development. This 
initiative represents a significant step forward 
in empowering elected representatives to di-
rectly contribute to the growth and well-being 
of their constituencies. (KNO)

Sajad Lone, NC Clash
Education Sakina Ittoo said that she had tak-

en up the matter of extending funding with the 
Centre. “I don’t want funds to lapse. The minis-
ter should tell us whether there has been any 
response to the letter,” Lone insisted.

Lone said that he has gotten abuses from his 
political adversaries for getting the medical 
college sanctioned.

As NC MLAs attempted to counter Lone, he 
accused them of snatching the engineering col-
lege from Kupwara district. Lone was referring 
to the engineering college that was initially 
planned for Kupwara in 2014 during the NC-led 
government but was later shifted to Safapora 
Sonawari at the request of the J&K government.

Lone accused the National Conference of 
playing politics over the issue, leading to a ver-
bal duel between him and NC minister Sakina 
Ittoo. “Omar Abdullah Sahab has brought thou-
sands of such medical colleges.

It is not a question of who brought the col-
lege. I will order an inquiry into how it was set 
up in a flood-prone area,” she said.

Contractual Employees

health crisis subsided, the temporary hospi-
tals were closed, the court said.

“As part of this process, the permanent staff 
members were reinstated to their regular po-
sitions, while the services of the contractual 
staff, including the petitioners, were discontin-
ued as their initial engagement was for a peri-
od of one year which was extended for further 
six months and the same was concluded on 
31.12.2022,” the court said underlining that the 
petitioners have “no unfettered right of contin-
uance” being contractual employees engaged 
for a specific purpose and period to address the 
health crises caused by Covid-19 Pandemic.

“This Court is of the considered opinion that 
once the Government has decided to close 
down the temporary hospitals, established in 
view of emergency related to Covid-19 pan-
demic, where the petitioners were contractu-
ally engaged, the respondents (authorities) 
cannot be asked to continue their services as 
contractual employees without any work or 
their need,” the court said and dismissed the 
plea.

J&K’s Per Capita

improving living standards and economic re-
silience in the region.(KINS)

Er Rashid Seeks
that being a parliamentarian, he needed to 

attend the session to fulfil his public duty.
As an interim relief, the high court on 

February 10 allowed him a two-day custody 
parole to attend the Parliament session on 
February 11 and 13.

Additional sessions judge Chander Jit Singh, 
however, dismissed his plea and posted the or-
der on Rashid’s regular bail plea on March 19.

Rahid has been lodged in Tihar Jail since 2019 
after the NIA arrested him under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act in the 2017 terror-
funding case. His name cropped up during the 
investigation of Kashmiri businessman Zahoor 
Watali, who was arrested by the NIA for alleg-
edly funding terrorist groups and separatists in 
the Kashmir Valley.

The NIA filed a chargesheet against several 
persons, including Kashmiri separatist leader 
Yasin Malik, Lashkar-e-Taiba founder Hafiz 
Saeed and Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed 
Salahuddin, in the case.

Malik was sentenced to life imprisonment by 
a trial court in 2022 after he pleaded guilty to 
the charges.
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THERE ARE 44 SCHEMES UNDER EXECUTION WITH AN ESTIMATED COST OF 
RS 7835.78 LAKH, taken up under Jal Jeevan Mission and UT CAPEX. Out of these, 18 

projects have been completed, while work on 26 schemes is in various stages of progress. 

As of now, Rs 3611.23 lakh has been utilized for these projects," the minister added. 

     GOVERNMENT OF U. T. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE LANGATE KASHMIR.

CORRIGENDUM
Corrigendum to E-NIT.01, Dated: 12/03/2025, issued vide No: 

Mc/Lag/2025/1565-69 Dated: 10-03-2025

FRESH AUCTION NOTICE NO:-01 OF MC -LAG

DATED:- 12/03/2025

Please read above Auction Notice of Adda/Entry fee/
Terminal tax Contract of Municipal Committee Langate, 
for the year 2025-26 w.e.f. 01-04-2025 to 31/03/2026. 
Minimum Reserved bid is Rs 25,31000 (Rupees: Twenty 
Five Lakh Thirty One Thousand Only) Annexure with 
this Notice as Annexure "A".

S. No.
Reserved Bid 
Fixed(in Lacs)

Reserved 
Bid fixed (In 

Lacs)

Cost Of 
Tender 

Document fee

Contract 
Period

01.

Collection Of 
Adda Entry Fee/

Terminal tax 
for the Year 

2025-26.

25,31000 Rs1000/-

12 Months  
(W.E.F. 01-
04-2025 to 
31/03/2026)

No: Mc/Lag/2025/1573  Executive Office

Dated: 10 /03/2025  Municipal Committee 

 Langate

DIPK-NB-3734-24
DT: 11/03/2025

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

SKIMS MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL 
BEMINA, SRINAGAR (J&K) - 190017

ABBREVIATED ADVERTISEMENT NOTIFICATION 
NO: SKIMS-MC ( 01 ) ACAD. OF 2025; 

DATED: 10.03.2025 

SKIMS Medical College, Bemina, Srinagar invites applications on 
prescribed format from eligible domicile candidates of J&K & Ladakh, 
up to 45 years of age as on last date of receipt of application forms 
for vacant/ likely vacant tenure posts of Senior Residents (Registrars/
Tutor Demonstrators) in the following Departments: 

Senior Residents (Registrar)
Pediatrics

Dermatology
Eligibility: MBBS with MD/MS/DNB (As defined by National 
Medical Commission).
NOTE:    In view of present exigency, candidates with MD/DNB in 
Pediatrics and Dermatology who have already completed Senior 
Residency can also apply and would be considered only if no fresh 
candidate is available in above mentioned specialties.
•	 Date of issue of Application forms: upto 19th March 2025 till 3 

P.M. (on all working days).
•	 Last Date of receipt of Application forms: upto 20th March 

2025 till 3 P.M. (on all working days).
•	 CANDIDIATES ARE ADVISED TO REGULARLY CHECK THE 

OFFICIAL WEBSITE http://www.skimsmc.edu.in FOR 
UPDATES.

No: SKIMS/MC/Acad/  25  ./01-10 Sd/-
Dated: 10-03-2025. Prof. Fazlul Qadir Parray
 Principal

DIPK-NB-3735-24
DT: 11/03/2025

SRINAGAR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
BEMINA BY-PASS,SRINAGAR 

PHONES: 0194-2493191, 0194-2493199 FAX: 0194-2493180 

e-TENDER NOTICE NO: 08 of 2024-25
For and on behalf of the Srinagar Development Authority, the Vice Chairman, Srinagar Development 
Authority, invites tenders by e-tendering system on percentage basis from Registered PWD/CPWD/MES 
contractors of UT of J&K for below mentioned work:-

S.No Name of work
Amount of 

work
Earnest 
Amount

Class of 
contractor

Cost of 
Tender 

Document

Time of 
completion

01.

Construction of proposed 
office for J&KRERA Real 
Estate Regulatory Authority at 
Mechanized parking at Old KMD 
Bus Stand Lalchowk Srinagar.

Rs.152.32 
lacs

R.3,04,700/- "AAY" Rs.3000/-
(06) 

Months

Position of AAA & TS (Accorded).  Position of Funds:- (Available)
01. The bidder is required to quote the percentage (Plus or Minus) in the prescribed format provided 

on the e-procurement portal and the selection will be done on least cost basis.
02. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of 

Quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded 
from the departmental website www.JKtenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

01. Date of publishing of tender Notice. 8th of March 2025 (4.00PM).
02. Period of downloading of bidding documents. 9th of March, 2025 from (10.00AM).
03. Bid submission start date. 14lh of March,2025 from (10.00 AM).
04. Bid submission end date. 24th of Mar, 2025 upto (4.00 PM).

05. Date & time of opening of technical bid.
25th of Mar, 2025 at 12.00 Noon in the office of 
Executive Engineer.

06. Date & time of opening of financial bid (on line). To be notified after Technical bid evaluation.
NO: SDA/EE/1196-77                              DIPK-NB-3728-24  Executive Engineer
DT: 10/03/2025                                          DT: 11/03/2025 Srinagar Dev. Authority

NOTICE 
My name has been 

Wrongly mentioned 

in  school records as 

Imad-Ud-din bhat 

Instead of Mohammad 

Imaad Ud-Din Bhat 

and Mother's Name 

has been  wrongly 

written as Ishrat 

Bano Instead of Ishrat 

Rashid. Now I have 

applied for correction 

of the. If anyone has 

any objection. They 

may file them in the 

concerned office with 

seven days. After that 

no objection shall be 

entertained.

Mohammad Imaad Ud-Din Bhat

S/o. Shafiq  Ahmad  bhat 

R/o.tulla mulla ganderbal

Subject: Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit under the name, M/S Hop And 
Go Tour and Travels situated at Dalgate Mamta Chowk Srinagar 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Whereas I Mr   Azhar Shafi  S/o Mohammad Shafi Rather R/o Sakidafar Safa Kadal Srinagar 
Tour and Travels intends to apply in the Department of tourism for registration of my 
proposed Travel unit under the name and style" M/ s  Hop And Go Tour and Travels "situated 
at Dalgate Mamta Chowk Srinagar Kashmir under Tourist Trade Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,I will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Qualification Certificate,Pan 
card, Experience certificate (minimum 05 years), Character certificate (Police department). 
Bank statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent Deed duly attested 
sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and 
Outdoor) and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tourism as prescribed 
checklist prior to registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12, before my case is 
processed for registration by the competent Authority the matter is hereby notified for 
information of general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc for objection,if 
any and the same should reach to the deputy director tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-
ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in 
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days 
shall be entertained

Subject: Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit under the name, M/S Live 
Snow Experience Tour and Travels  situated at Main road Mujgund Srinagar 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Whereas I Mr Hilal Ahmad Sheikh S/o Ghulam Mohd Sheikh R/o  Aram Pora Sumbal Sonawari 
Tour and Travels intends to apply in the Department of tourism for registration of my proposed 
Travel unit under the name and style” M/ s   Live Snow Experience Tour and Travels “situated at 
Main road Mujgund Srinagar Kashmir under Tourist Trade Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,I will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Qualification Certificate,Pan 
card, Experience certificate (minimum 05 years), Character certificate (Police department). 
Bank statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent Deed duly attested 
sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and 
Outdoor) and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tourism as prescribed 
checklist prior to registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12, before my case is 
processed for registration by the competent Authority the matter is hereby notified for 
information of general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc for objection,if 
any and the same should reach to the deputy director tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-
ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in 
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days 
shall be entertained

Subject: Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit under the name, M/S 
Surakshit Yatra Tour and Travels  situated at Jawalla Pora Budgam 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Whereas I Mr  Gazi Aijaz Ahmad Rather  S/o Gazi Abdul Rehman Rather R/o  Jawalla Pora 
Budgam Tour and Travels intends to apply in the Department of tourism for registration of 
my proposed Travel unit under the name and style” M/ s   Surakshit Yatra Tour and Travels 
“situated at  Jawalla Pora Budgam Kashmir under Tourist Trade Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,I will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Qualification Certificate,Pan 
card, Experience certificate (minimum 05 years), Character certificate (Police department). 
Bank statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent Deed duly attested 
sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and 
Outdoor) and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tourism as prescribed 
checklist prior to registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12, before my case is 
processed for registration by the competent Authority the matter is hereby notified for 
information of general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc for objection,if 
any and the same should reach to the deputy director tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-
ddtreg123@ gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in 
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley.No objection beyond a period of 7 days 
shall be entertained

Subject: Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit under the name, M/S Map To 
Memories Tour and Travels situated at Pampore Kashmir 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Whereas I Mr   Arsalan Gulzar R/O Khushal Pora Konibal Pampore  Tour and Travels intends 
to apply in the Department of tourism for registration of my proposed Travel unit under the 
name and style” M/ s    Map To Memories Tour and Travels “situated at Pampore Kashmir 
under Tourist Trade Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,I will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Qualification Certificate,Pan 
card, Experience certificate (minimum 05 years), Character certificate (Police department). 
Bank statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent Deed duly attested 
sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and 
Outdoor) and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tourism as prescribed 
checklist prior to registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12, before my case is 
processed for registration by the competent Authority the matter is hereby notified for 
information of general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc for objection,if 
any and the same should reach to the deputy director tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-
ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in 
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days 
shall be entertained

Subject: Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit under the name, M/S Glitz N 
Go Tour and Travels situated at Gousiya Market Khanyar Srinagar 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Whereas I Mr  Imran Bashir Bhat S/o Bashir Ahmad Bhat R/o NowPora Tangbagh   Srinagar 
Tour and Travels intends to apply in the Department of tourism for registration of my 
proposed Travel unit under the name and style” M/ s  Glitz N Go  Tour and Travels “situated 
at Gousiya Market Khanyar Srinagar Kashmir under Tourist Trade Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,I will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Qualification Certificate,Pan 
card, Experience certificate (minimum 05 years), Character certificate (Police department). 
Bank statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent Deed duly attested 
sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and 
Outdoor) and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tourism as prescribed 
checklist prior to registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12, before my case is 
processed for registration by the competent Authority the matter is hereby notified for 
information of general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc for objection,if 
any and the same should reach to the deputy director tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-
ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in 
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days 
shall be entertained
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‘Govt Making Efforts 
To Ensure Safe Water 
Supply In Rural Areas’
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government said on 
Tuesday it is actively working 
to ensure a safe and adequate 
water supply in rural areas.

Responding to a question 
from MLA Gh Mohiuddin Mir, 
the Minister for Jal Shakti De-
partment said that during pro-
longed dry spells, several areas 
in Rajpora constituency—in-
cluding Bellow, Barpora, Mur-
ran and Zadoora—experience 
water shortages. To address 
this, water tankers are de-
ployed as an interim measure.

"Efforts are ongoing to en-
sure safe and adequate drink-
ing water supply to all rural 
households, including those in 
Rajpora constituency, through 
the implementation of the Jal 
Jeevan Mission (JJM) and other 
UT-funded schemes. The Jal Je-
evan Mission aims to provide 
every rural household with a 
tap water connection supply-
ing water at 55 litres per capita 
per day, meeting the quality 
standards set by BIS 10500," 
the minister said.

He said while most villages 
already have piped water 
supply through Public Stand 
Posts (PSPs) installed under 
earlier programmes, many of 
the schemes currently under 
execution are retrofitting proj-

ects to augment existing in-
frastructure to align with JJM 
objectives.

"There are 44 schemes un-
der execution with an estimat-
ed cost of Rs 7835.78 lakh, tak-
en up under Jal Jeevan Mission 
and UT CAPEX. Out of these, 18 
projects have been completed, 
while work on 26 schemes is 
in various stages of progress. 
As of now, Rs 3611.23 lakh has 
been utilized for these proj-
ects," the minister added.

Addressing another ques-
tion, the R&B Minister ac-
knowledged public demands 
for footbridges over Romshi 
Nullah near Karimabad and 
Rambi-Ara Nullah near Astan 
Shareef Litter.

The Detailed Project Reports 
(DPRs) for these footbridges 
have been prepared as follows:

Astan Shareef Litter: Con-
struction of a 1 x 40-metre span 
footbridge over Nallah Rambi 

Ara Rakhi Litter, with an esti-
mated cost of Rs 409.30 lakh.

Karimabad: Construction of a 
3 x 40-metre span, 2-metre-wide 
footbridge over Romshi Nallah, 
estimated at Rs 586.20 lakh.

However, the minister said 
the absence of these footbridg-
es does not cause significant 
inconvenience to the residents 
of Karimabad and Litter, as 
they primarily serve agricul-
tural connectivity rather than 
being essential public infra-
structure.

"The footbridge over Romshi 
Nallah near Karimabad mainly 
provides access to agricultural 
fields. There are two existing 
bridges in the area: Chewa 
Kalan Bridge, located 1 km up-
stream, and Gudoora Bridge on 
NH-444, 1.15 km downstream. 
The demand for an additional 
bridge has been recently not-
ed," he informed.

Similarly, the footbridge 
over Nallah Rambi Ara at Ra-
khi Litter is intended to con-
nect agricultural lands, paddy 
fields, and orchards, providing 
a shorter route for locals. How-
ever, Zahidbagh Bridge, locat-
ed 400 metres downstream, 
already ensures connectivity.

"Both projects will be con-
sidered for construction based 
on the availability of funds 
and priority assessments," the 
minister added—(KNO) 

Budget Parroting 'Naya Kashmir' 
Narrative Of BJP: Sajad Lone
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Peoples Confer-
ence President Sajad Gani Lone 
on Tuesday said the budget pre-
sented by chief minister Omar 
Abdullah is parroting “Naya 
Kashmir” narrative of BJP.

Speaking on the budget, 
Lone, who represents Hand-
wara assembly segment, said 
the budget is parroting “Naya 
Kashmir” narrative of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi

“The Prime Minister’s De-
velopment Package which was 
criticised by them has sudden-
ly become transformational. 
Whatever they (NC) have ne-
gated politically in the last five 
years has been praised in this 
budget,” he said.

Pointing to the NC and the 
opposition BJP, Lone said, 

“They (BJP) are praising Modi 
ji. They (NC) are also praising 
Modi ji. I don’t know which 
praise is good.”

Omar asked Omar Abdullah 
to disclose the scheme of fund-
ing for fulfilling his election 
promises, which, he said, will 
require Rs 60000 crore.

“You are talking about Rs 
60-65 thousand crore in the 
next five years. What is the 
scheme of financing? Where 
will you raise this money? 
Tell us where you will get this 

money. You cannot generate 
this money unless you have 
been promised a big package 
by the Centre,” he said.

Sajad said that NC has failed 
to fulfil its electoral commit-
ments, including 200 free elec-
tricity units, one lakh jobs.

“There is no mention of 
free electricity units being re-
stricted to Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana(AAY) beneficiaries in 
NC manifesto. The promise 
was unconditional,” he said.

Lone also questioned a six 
percent increase in asset mon-
etisation.

"The budget shows asset 
monetisation rising from one 
percent in 2024-25 to seven per-
cent now. What assets are being 
monetised? This House has a 
right to know, as seven percent is 
a massive sum,” he said—(KNO)

Centre Gives Nod To Vibrant 
Villages Programme

Committed To Restoring Wular 
Lake’s Pristine Glory: Govt

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government said on 
Tuesday that it was committed 
to restoring the pristine glory of 
Wular Lake, a wetland of inter-
national importance under the 
Ramsar Convention.

The response came during 
the ongoing Legislative As-
sembly session in Jammu when 
MLA Bandipora, Nizam-ud-Din 
Bhat raised a starred question 
regarding the conservation ef-
forts for the lake.

In response, the J&K govern-
ment's Department of Forest, 
Ecology & Environment said 
several significant measures 
had been taken for the lake's 
restoration and conservation.

"The government has consti-
tuted the Wular Conservation 
and Management Authority 
(WUCMA) for the management 
of the lake. Since 2012, WUCMA 
has been implementing a Com-
prehensive Management Action 

Plan (CMAP) to protect and re-
juvenate Wular Lake," the gov-
ernment said.

The major initiatives under 
CMAP, the department said, 
include wetland survey and 
demarcation, improving water 
regimes, catchment area con-
servation, biodiversity conserva-
tion, ecotourism development, 
sustainable resource manage-
ment and institutional develop-
ment for effective management.

Asked whether the degrada-
tion of Wular Lake had adverse-
ly impacted the fishermen pop-
ulation, the government denied 
any negative impact. "Wular 
contributes nearly 60% of Kash-
mir’s total fish production and 
supports the livelihood of 5,200 
registered fishermen.

"The fish catch over the last 
three years has increased sig-
nificantly, with the produc-
tion reaching 1,215.25 metric 
tonnes for local fish and 3,378.6 
metric tonnes for carp in 2023-
24," it said—(KNO)

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Union Minister of 
State for Home Affairs, Nity-
anand Rai on Tuesday informed 
the Lok Sabha that the Centre 
has given its approval to the 
Vibrant Villages Programme 
(VVP) on February 15, 2023.

In a written reply Rai stated: 
“The scheme aims for the com-
prehensive development of se-
lect villages located along the 
northern border.”

The initiative, reply said, will 
cover 46 blocks across 19 dis-
tricts in the states of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, 

Sikkim, Uttarakhand, and the 
Union Territory of Ladakh.”

“A total of 662 border villages 
have been prioritized for devel-
opment under this program. 
The government has allocated 
Rs. 150 crore for the Financial 
Year 2023-24 and Rs 209 crore 
for 2024-25,” the reply stated.

“The States and Union Territo-
ries involved will be the primary 
implementing agencies respon-
sible for the effective utilization 
of these funds. This program is 
a key step towards improving 
infrastructure and living condi-
tions in these strategic border 
areas,” the reply added—(KNO)

No Proposal To Provide Cable Car 
Connectivity For Gurez Valley
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Tues-
day said that it has no proposal 
under consideration to provide 
cable car connectivity from 
Korakbal to Athwatoo in Gurez 
Valley, even as the area remains 
cut-off for about six months 
during winters due to heavy 
snowfall.

A query in this regard was 
raised by MLA Nazir Ahmad 
Khan Gurezi. The response by 
the Public Works (R&B) Depart-
ment admitted that the Gurez 
area remains isolated for many 
months due to heavy snowfall.

However, it stated that no 
proposal is currently under 
consideration for establishing a 

cable car service from Korakbal 
to Athwatoo to facilitate easier 
movement of people during the 
winter season.

“Yes, Sir. Gurez area remains 
cut-off during winters for many 
months due to heavy snowfall 
on Razdan Pass. However, there 
is no proposal under consider-
ation for providing connectivity 
to Gurez Valley through a Cable 
Car from Korakbal to Athwa-
too,” the reply reads.

It is noteworthy that, the 
Gurez Valley in Bandipora dis-
trict of North Kashmir remains 
inaccessible for nearly six 
months every year, as Razdan 
Pass, the only road link to Gurez, 
remains closed due to heavy 
snowfall, with results in major 
hardships for residents—(KNO)

16-Year-Old Stabbed In Kupwara
Agencies

SRINAGAR: A 16-year-old boy 
was injured after being at-
tacked with a knife by another 
youth in Trehgam area of North 
Kashmir Kupwara district, on 
Tuesday evening.

An official said that the 
16-year-old boy resident of 
Trehgam, was attacked by an-

other local youth for unknown 
reasons.

He sustained injuries and 
was immediately rushed to PHC 
Trehgam for treatment, he said.

The motive behind the attack 
remains unclear, the he said, 
adding that cognizance of the 
incident has been taken, and 
further investigation has been 
initiated. (JKNS)

59 Patwari, 26 Girdawar Posts 
Vacant In Kupwara
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Tues-
day informed the House that 
59 posts of Patwari and 26 
posts of Girdawar are lying 
vacant in Kupwara district in 
north Kashmir.

Responding to a query raised 
by MLA Mir Saifullah, the Min-
ister In-Charge Revenue De-
partment said that the vacant 
Patwari posts will be filled, as 
the process is underway.

“Jammu and Kashmir Service 
Selection Board (JKSSB), vide 
notification number JKSSB-

Scry/1/2025-03 (E-7627406) 
dated 11.02.2025, has made 
provisional selection of 36 can-
didates to fill some of the va-
cant Patwari posts,” it said.

Regarding Girdawar posts, the 
Minister informed that the de-
partment has filled 17 Girdawar 
vacancies in the last three years 
through promotions.

“In 2022-23, nine posts of 
Girdawar were filled through 
promotions, followed by eight 
in 2023-24,” the Minister said, 
adding that the Departmental 
Promotion Committee (DPC) 
will meet soon to fill the re-
maining vacancies—(KNO)

28,996 New Ration Cards Issued 
Under Food Security Act In J&K: Govt
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Tues-
day informed that the Depart-
ment of Food, Civil Supplies & 
Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) has 
issued 74,071 new ration cards 
since September 2022, ensur-
ing the inclusion of left-out 
households.

In response to a question by 
MLA Rajiv Jasrotia, the minister 
incharge said that government 
has taken consistent measures 
to bring all left-out eligible 
families under the Public Dis-
tribution System (PDS).

"Since the transition to the 
Ration Card Management Sys-
tem (RCMS) in September 2022, 

28,996 new ration cards have 
been issued under the National 
Food Security Act (NFSA) and 
45,075 under the Non-Priority 
Household (NPHH) category, 
ensuring that eligible house-
holds are not deprived of ben-
efits," the department stated.

The government also said 
that the distribution network 
currently consists of 6,630 sale 
outlets, including Fair Price 
Shops (FPS) and Government 
Sale Centres.

It said that it is contemplating 
the opening of new Fair Price 
Shops (FPS) under the Jammu 
and Kashmir Targeted Public 
Distribution System (Control) 
Order 2023, especially in pan-
chayats without such facilities.
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ICC Unlikely To Offer Any 
Explanation For Snub To PCB

The Pakistan Cricket Board is unlikely to receive any 
"formal clarification" from the ICC on the perceived 

snub during the closing ceremony of the Champions 
Trophy in Dubai.

India beat New Zealand by four wickets in the title 
clash on Sunday to win the tournament for the third time.

The controversy erupted when Sumair Ahmed, 
who is chief operating officer of the PCB and was the 
tournament director of the Champions Trophy, was not 
invited on stage for the final presentation.

However according to ICC sources, the PCB won't be 
given any formal explanation.

"If the PCB mandarins look up, even ICC CEO Geoff 
Allardice wasn't present on stage. The reason is proto-
col," said the ICC source.

"Sumair Ahmed is an employee of the PCB and not 
an office-bearer. Also please check when has a tourna-
ment director been on stage for presentation?"

MCG To Host A Night Match 
Between Australia & England

The 150th anniversary test between Australia and 
England will be held under lights at the Melbourne 

Cricket Ground from March 11-15, 2027.
Cricket Australia announced Tuesday that the historic 

match will be the first day-night men's test at the MCG.
The famous stadium on the edge of downtown 

Melbourne hosted the first cricket test in 1877 and the 
centenary test between Australia and England in 1977. 
Australia won by a 45-run margin in both of those 
matches.

Australia is hosting the 2025-26 Ashes series against 
England starting in November.

The Australian men's team, coming off a semifinal 
run at the Champions Trophy, is set to defend its World 
Test Championship title in a final against South Africa 
in England in June.

Cash-Strapped Man United To 
Build 'World's Greatest Stadium'

Manchester United plan to build a new two billion 
pound ($2.59 billion) 100,000-seat stadium that 

will be the biggest in Britain, next to the existing Old 
Trafford, the club announced on Tuesday.

United appointed Foster + Partners in September to 
develop a masterplan for the area around Old Trafford 
as part of a regeneration project. The club unveiled 
architectural designs for the new stadium, which will 
feature an umbrella design, at an event on Tuesday 
morning in London

United say the project could create as many as 
92,000 new jobs and will lead to the construction of 
17,000 homes, and will be worth an additional 7.3 bil-
lion pounds per year to the British economy.

Today’s Players More Focussed On 
Playing IPL, Feels Rishabh Pant
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India wicket-
keeper Rishabh Pant feels the 
lure of the IPL is understand-
able but budding cricketers 
should always focus on playing 
for the country as "everything 
else" follows thereafter.

Pant, who was part of India's 
triumphant Champions Trophy 
squad but did not get a game, 
made his international debut 
back in 2017.

"Since childhood, I had only 
one dream—to play for India. I 
never even thought about play-
ing in the IPL. I think today, 
people are more focused on the 
IPL. Of course, it’s a great plat-
form, but I believe that if your 
goal is to play for your country, 

everything else—including the 
IPL—will eventually fall into 

place," Pant told JioHotstar.
"If you have that bigger 

mindset, success will follow. I 
always believed that I would 
play for India one day, and God 
has been kind. At 18, I got the 
opportunity to make my debut, 
and I am grateful for that," said 
the 27-year-old.

Pant is known for flamboy-
ant style of play and some of 
his trademark shots include a 
one-handed six with the bat 
often slipping out of his hands. 
He explained why that happens 
frequently.

"I think it mostly happens 
because I hold my bottom hand 
very lightly. I mainly try to use 
my bottom hand for support 
because, at times, it starts dom-
inating. So, I focus on gripping 
my top hand tightly," said Pant.

"But when I overreach—espe-

cially when the ball is too wide 
or too short—it’s not always in 
the ideal hitting zone. Some-
times, the shot I attempt may 
only have a 30-40% success rate, 
but depending on the match sit-
uation, I’m willing to take that 
risk. That’s my mindset.

"When I take that chance 
and overreach, I need to do 
something to maintain balance. 
At times, it may look like I’m 
throwing the bat, but in real-
ity, I’m just trying to make the 
most of that delivery. If my bat 
slips, if it's not in my hand, or 
even if it hits my head—my only 
focus at that moment is finding 
the boundary."

Pant said being a gymnast 
in his younger days has also 
helped him as a cricketer.

Army, Himachal Dominate On Khelo 
India Winter Games Day 3

Pakistan Cricket In ICU: Afridi
Press Trust of India

KARACHI: Former captain Shahid 
Afridi has questioned the return 
of all-rounder Shadab Khan to the 
national T20 squad, saying Paki-
stan cricket is in ICU because of 
incorrect decisions.

Out of favour since the last T20 
World Cup, Shadab was recalled 
and also appointed vice captain 
to Salman Ali Agha in Pakistan's 
T20 squad for the away series 
against New Zealand.

"On what basis has he been re-
called. What are his performanc-
es in domestic cricket or other-
wise that he had been picked 
again," Shahid said during a me-
dia interaction.

The flamboyant all-rounder 
said unless decisions are taken 
on merit nothing will change in 
Pakistan cricket.

"All the time we talk about 
preparations and when an event 
comes and we flop then we talk 
about surgery. Fact is Pakistan 
cricket is in ICU because of incor-
rect decisions."

He noted that whenever a new 
Chairman takes charge he comes 
and changes everything.

"There is no continuity, con-
sistency in the Board's decisions 
and policies. We keep changing 
captains, coaches or some play-
ers but in the end what is the ac-
countability for Board officials," 
the former skipper questioned.

He said it was sad to see coach-
es blaming players to save their 
jobs and the management blam-
ing players and coaches to save 
their seats.

He also felt that while the PCB 
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi was a 
positive person, the truth was he 
didn’t know much about cricket.

Observer News Service

GULMARG: The third day of 
2025 Khelo India Winter Games 
cleared the smoke for medal 
tally to decide which states or 
organization will gather maxi-
mum medals.

Top contenders from previ-
ous day were Army, Ladakh and 
Maharashtra, but the five events 
scheduled for the day had left 
competition open to all in na-
tional games event at Gulmarg.

With gradual opening of 
games, the needle of medal tally 
began to incline towards Army 
as their team dominated Men’s 
Ski Relay Event and raced to Gold 
while Uttarakhand team scaled 
Silver, Himachal Pradesh team 
walked for Bronze medal in the 
competition.

The Slalom Snowboard event 
for Women held at Kangdoori 
saw thrilling contest among the 

participants. Himachal Pradesh 
was crowned with Gold & Silver 
but missed hat-trick of medals as 
bronze went to Maharashtra. The 
podium crowned Preeti Thakur 
as Golden Girl, Prakarti Thakur 
as Silver Girl both Himachal girls, 
while Urmila Pable of Maharash-
tra took pride in bronze.

The Nordic Ski Sprint Women 
was again dominated by Kusum 
Rana of ITBP who won second 
Gold today while three-time 
Gold Medalist of KWIG Bhavanj 
Thekkada from Karnataka did a 

late come back in this competi-
tion to obtain Silver. The Bronze 
was claimed by non other than 
Selma Soreng from ITBP.

For the Men’s event of 15km 
Nordic Sprint there were no sur-
prises as Army’s Sunny, Stanzin 
and Thupstan won Gold, Silver & 
Bronze respectively.

In Alpine Slalom women, Hi-
machal Pradesh players swept 
medals with Anchal Thakur, 
Tanuja Thakur and Promila 
Thakur winning Gold, Silver and 
Bronze medals.
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Transforming Kashmir's Final Rides
In Kashmir, it is a painful irony that the departed, who leave behind a lifetime of earnings, are 
often transported to their final resting place in load carriers—vehicles they would never have 
used for commuting while alive. This stark contrast raises a profound question: shouldn’t every 
soul be granted a dignified farewell, just as they lived with dignity? It is time to ensure that the 
last journey of our loved ones reflects the respect and honor they deserve.
Since launching a dedicated funeral service in Islamabad in 2014, Mother Helpage now invites 
you to donate generously to provide these services for Srinagar, Budgam, and Baramulla.

Donate Now!

Account Name: Mother Helpage

Ac Number : 0472010100001092
IFSC : JAKA0SAADIQ

Branch: Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd, 

                 Sadiqabad, Anantnag. 

For queries call

Farooq A Ashai (Coordinator)

Ph: +91 788-9402837

Email : farooq.ashai@motherhelpage.org


