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A Breather: J&K’s
Rainfall Deficit
Drops To 69%

More Rain, Snow Till Feb 28

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The fresh spell of
precipitation has brought
down the rainfall deficiency
by 14 per cent as the deficit
rainfall has reduced from
83 per cent last week to 69
per cent till Wednesday.
Major precipitation has
been recorded at Kargil
station in Ladakh as well
as Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts in Jammu division
over the last one week.
After zero rainfall in the
first 50 days of this year,
Kargil recorded 16.4 mm
rainfall against the normal
precipitation of 25 mm in
the last 57 days of 2025.
The precipitation deficit
has reduced from above

Temp
Plummets,

Travel
Advisory
Issued

70 per cent to 50 per cent
in Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts of Jammu division,
reveals data.

In the entire Jammu
and Kashmir, the defi-
cit rainfall has reduced
to 69 per cent compared
to 83 per cent last week.
According to data, against
the normal precipitation
of 215.5mm, the region
recorded a rainfall of 65.8
mm from January 01, 2025,
to February 26, 225.

However, other districts
of Jammu and Kashmir de-
spite witnessing a reduc-
tion in the precipitation
deficiency continued to be
categorised in the large de-
ficiency list.

The data | More on P6

midst the forecast of wet spell, the

fresh snowfall occurred at mul-

tiple places across Kashmir while
the intermittent rains continued for the
second consecutive day on Wednesday.
The fresh snowfall was | More on P6

No Reservation For Transgender
Individuals In J&K: Govt

M Ahmad

Srinagar: There is no reserva-
tion earmarked for the trans-
gender community, the Jammu
and Kashmir government has
informed the High Court of J&K
and Ladakh.

During the hearing of a Public
Interest Litigation, Government
advocate Faheem Nissar Shah
submitted that till date and as
per the instructions received
by him from the concerned au-
thorities there is no reservation
earmarked for the transgender
community. However, he sought

time to file an affidavit in this
regard which was granted to
him by a Division Bench of Chief
Justice Tashi Rabstan and Justice
Mohd. Akram Chowdhary.

Meanwhile, the Division Bench
granted Ms. Rehana Qayoom,
counsel appearing for Ladakh,
more time to enable her “to do
the needful in terms of previous
order dated 16 October last year”
when the UT administration was
directed to file fresh compliance
report disclosing action taken by
the Committee constituted to
identify the number of transgen-
der individuals | More on P6

J&K Assembly Gears Up For
Crucial Budget Session

All Eyes On Fiscal Policy & Developmental Priorities | 5 Nominated Seats Still Unfilled

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Preparations are
underway for the highly an-
ticipated Budget Session
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly, which is
set to begin on March 3, 2025.

The session will be inaugu-
rated by Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha in Jammu, who is
expected to address the mem-
bers and present the govern-
ment’s vision for the upcom-
ing fiscal year.

According to officials, exten-
sive arrangements have been
made to ensure the smooth
conduct of the session.

Security measures have
been heightened around the
legislative complex, and es-
sential infrastructure upgrades
are being completed to ac-
commodate the participants.

The session, which will in-
clude key financial discussions
and deliberations on the bud-
get, is expected to be crucial
for the Union Territory.

The Budget Session comes
at a time when the Jammu
and Kashmir administration is

focusing on infrastructural de-
velopment, welfare programs,
and policies aimed at boosting
economic growth in the Union
Territory.

Officials have also hinted
that the budget will reflect a
continued focus on key sectors
such as tourism, agriculture,
and education.

With Jammu and Kashmir
experiencing a shift in its
political and developmental
landscape, all eyes will be on
the legislative proceedings,
which are expected to set the
tone for future governance in

Jammu and Kashmir.

This marks the first bud-
get presentation under the
Omar Abdullah-led National
Conference government since
it assumed power on October
16, 2024, bringing an end to
six years of central rule.

However, a significant as-
pect of the session remains
uncertain—the nomination of
five non-elected members to
the Assembly.

Despite the provision for
these seats under the J&K
Reorganisation Act, neither
Raj Bhawan nor the state

government has initiated the
process of filling them.

The  restructured  J&K
Legislative Assembly consists
of 90 elected members, with
the potential to expand to 95
when five nominated mem-
bers are included.

The J&K Reorganisation
Act, 2019, empowers the
Lieutenant  Governor  to

nominate two women to the
Assembly if female represen-
tation is deemed insufficient.
Additionally, a 2023 amend-
ment allows for the nomi-
nation of three more mem-
bers—two from the Kashmiri
migrant community, includ-
ing one woman, and one rep-
resenting displaced persons
from Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK).
Despite this legal frame-
work, the nomination process
remains in limbo. Government
insiders suggest that discus-
sions on the matter have
stalled, with no clear directive
on whether the nominations
should be made solely by the
LG or on the advice of the elect-
ed government. | More on P6

J&K Targets
2200 MW Power
Boost by 2030

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir
has informed Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) that it has planned
an additional 2200 Megawatts
(MWs) of power till 2030.

This includes nearly 1,000
MWs of coal and solar energy
with the officials saying that
“Last JKPDD has already entered a
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
of coal-based power of over 390
MWs under Shakti Policy.”

The official documents ac-
cessed by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO)
reads, “According to the data
provided by Jammu and Kashmir,
an additional 392 MW of Coal
(Shakti Scheme), 620 MW of
solar and 1206 MW of hydro is
planned till 2030.”

It also said that Jammu and
Kashmir being a hilly state, the
share of Distributed Renewable
Energy (DRE) in the Renewable
Purchase Obligation (RPO) tra-
jectory has been taken as half of
the share as stipulated in RPO-
2023. “The other half of the DRE
component has been considered
to be met from RE general and
from other sources.”

Referring to resource adequa-
cy plan for | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Hindu com-
munity in Kashmir, along

with  tourists, celebrated
Mahashivaratri here  on
Wednesday.

Local Hindus, who are

a minority in the valley,

Govt Notifies
Use Of Electronic

Evidence

Observer News Service
Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir Home Department

has issued a notification under
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023, defining “audio/
video electronic” evidence for
official use.

As per an order, recordings
from mobile phones, tablets,
CCTV  cameras, body-worn
cameras, and other digital
equipment used by authorized
police officers will be consid-
ered valid.

Additionally, any electronic
device authorized by the Police
or Home Department will also
be recognized. Officers assigned
ICJS/CCTNS IDs will be deemed
authorized to handle such
evidence.

HC Orders Reduction
Of Toll Rates In J&K

'Levy Only 20%
Fee At Lakhanpur,
Ban Toll Plazas'

Observer News Service

Jammu: In a major relief for
commuters, including pil-
grims to the Mata Vaishno
Devi shrine, the High
Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh
has directed the
Union Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways to slash
hefty toll fees in the re-
gion within four months.

It also said the fees col-
lected at the Lakhanpur and
the Bann toll plazas would
be 20 percent of the rates
in force prior to January 26

last year till the national
highway from Lakhanpur to
Udhampur could become
fully operational.

According to the judg-
ment, a copy of which lies
with Kashmir Observer, the
court ruled that only 20 per-
cent of the toll fee should be
collected until the comple-

tion of the construction
work under the Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra
Expressway project.
A Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice
Tashi Rabstan and
Justice MA Choudhary
stated that toll fees should
not be collected from com-
muters if the highway is in
poor condition due to ongo-
ing construction. The high-
way is being | More on P6

visited the Shankaracharya
temple atop Zabarwan hills
here early in the morning to
pay obeisance to lord Shiva
on the occasion also called
'Hearath' here.

Braving the chilly and wet
weather conditions, devo-
tees formed long queues to

Centre to SC: Life Ban on Convicted

Hearath Celebrated Across Kashmlr Valley

seek blessings at the revered
temple, which was beautiful-
ly decorated for the festival.
The worshippers, while
chanting hymns and per-
forming rituals, expressed
their devotion to lord Shiva.
Mohan, a devotee in
Srinagar | More on P6

Govt Plans New '"Universal
Pension Scheme'

KO Web Desk

KO Photo | Abid Bhat

New Delhi:The government is
working on a 'universal pen-
sion scheme' that will be avail-
able to all citizens, including
those in the unorganised sec-
tor, Labour Ministry sources
said on Wednesday.

At present, those in the un-
organised sector - such as con-
struction workers, domestic
staff, and gig workers - don't
have access to government-run
large savings schemes.

The scheme will also be open
to all salaried employees and
the self-employed too.

However, a crucial distinc-
tion between this new proposal
and existing schemes, like
the Employee Provident Fund
Organisation, is that contribu-
tions for the former

will be on a volun- /

tary basis, and

e ffP’ansinn Fund I

the government will not make
any contributions from its side.

The general idea, sources
said, is to offer a 'universal pen-
sion scheme' - i.e., to streamline
the pension/savings framework
in the country by likely sub-
suming a few existing schemes.

These, sources said, will be
seen as a safe option for any
citizen on voluntary basis.

The new scheme, dubbed
'New Pension Scheme' for now,
will also not replace or subsume
the existing National Pension
Scheme, also a voluntary pen-
sion scheme, sources stressed.

Stakeholder consultation will
begin once the proposal docu-
ment is completed, sources said.

As of today, there are several
government-run pension schemes
for the unorganised sector, such as
the Atal Pension Yojana, which |
More on P6

Lawmakers Too Harsh

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: The Centre has op-
posed in the Supreme Court a
plea seeking life ban on con-
victed politicians, saying im-
posing such a disqualification
was solely within the domain
of Parliament.

The centre argued before the
Supreme Court that such a dis-
qualification, extending beyond
the current six-year period af-
ter serving prison sentences,
would be “unduly harsh".

In an affidavit filed in court,
the Centre said the prayer in a
plea, seeking the same, amount-
ed to re-writing of the statute or
directing Parliament to frame
a law in a particular manner
which was wholly beyond the
powers of judicial review.

"The question whether a

P

life-time ban would be appro-
priate or not is a question that is
solely within the domain of the
parliament,” the affidavit said.
By confining the operation
of penalty to an appropriate
length of time, deterrence was
ensured while undue harsh-
ness was avoided, it added.
There was, said the Centre,

nothing inherently unconsti-
tutional in limiting the effect
of penalties by time and it was
a settled principle of law that
penalties were limited either
by time or by quantum.

"It is submitted that issues
raised by the petitioner have
wide ranging ramifications and
clearly fall within the legisla-
tive policy of Parliament and
the contours of judicial review
would be suitably altered in
such regard," the affidavit said.

The plea in the top court
filed by advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay seeks a life
ban on convicted politicians
aside from the expeditious dis-
posal of criminal cases against
MPs and MLAs in the country.

In its affidavit, the Centre
underlined that the apex court
had consistently | More on P6

Terrorists Fire
At Army Vehicle
In Rajouri

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: An army vehicle came
under fire from suspected ter-
rorists in a forward village near
the Line of Control in Jammu
and Kashmir's Rajouri district
on Wednesday, officials said.

There were no immediate
reports of any casualties in the
brief firing near Phal village in
the Sunderbani sector, they said.

They added that the terrorists,
believed to be hiding in a forest,
fired a few rounds at the army
vehicle passing through the area
-- considered a traditional infil-
tration route for militants.

The troops returned fire
while reinforcements were
rushed to neutralise the terror-
ists, the officials said.

The army | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTIGE

Cancellation of Electric - Connection

As | have closed my shop at Buchpora. | want to
cancel my Electric connection. Anybody having
objection Should contact office of Ex. Engineer Sub-
Division Hawal (Bagi-Ali Mardan) Sgr. Within seven
(07)days from the date of issuance of this notice.
Afterwards no such objection will be entertained.

Habib-U-llah Mir
$/0 Gh. Mohammad Mir
Shop No 1, Buchpora Sgr
Consumer ID 0204040014565
Installation No-1042.

Media Line Ads|

NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC

This is information for the general public that in Adhar card
bearing No 774305374904 of my daughter the nameis en-
tered as REHANA AKHTER while her actual name is RAIHANA
AFZAL. Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody
having any objection may contact Concern department with
in a period of seven days. No objection shall be entertained
after that.

MUHAMMAD AFZAL GANIE F/o RAIHANA AFZAL
R/0 MULASHULLA BEERWAH

BUDGAM CELL. 9103550997

mcbh

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have applied for the issuance of Fertilizer license under name
and style “Sheikh Fertilizers”. If anybody has any objection in
this regard . They may file them in the office of the plant Pro-
tection Officer Lalmandi Srinagar within seven days. After that
no objection shall be entertained.

Mudasir Rashid sheikh (Prop)

S/0 Abdul Rashid Sheikh

R/0 Tantarypora Palhallan Pattan Baramulla
Contact 6006733380

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Class 6 Discharge Certificate, issued by Crescent Public
School, Naseem Bagh, Lal Bazar, Srinagar, has been lost.
Despite extensive searching, | have been unable to find it. | now
require a duplicate copy of the certificate.

If anyone has any objections regarding this matter, they are
requested to submit them to the Principal’s office at Crescent
Public School, Naseem Bagh, within one week. No objections
will be entertained after the given deadline.

Name : Ahmad Mujtaba Nagoo

S/0 Altaf Hussain Nagoo

R/0 Hassan Abad Rewari Sgr. JMA

Public Notice

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel unit un-
der the name & Style "Asifa Tour & Travels" Situated at Rakhi
Arath, Bemina, Srinagar.
Whereas |, Asiya Jan D/0 Mohd Magbool Akhoon R/0 Ak-
hoon Mohalla Mir Behri Dal, Srinagar intend to apply in the
Department of Tourism for registration of my proposed travel
unit under the name & style of "Asifa Tour & Travels" Situ-
ated at Rakhi Arath, Bemina, Srinagar. under tourist trade act
1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas | will submit state subject / Domicile certificate,
Qualification Certificate, pan card \ Experience Certificate
(Minimum 5years). Police character certificate, Bank state-
ment (minimum balance 10000), site plan, Affidavit, Rent
deed duly attested by sub Registrar, printing material (Latter
head / Visiting card ) Photograph of the unit (indoor and out-
door) and Two passport size photographs to the department
of Tourism as per prescribed checklist | Prior to Registration of
my unit as an Excursion Agency.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act
1978/82/2011/12) before my case is processed for my registra-
tion by the Competent Authority, the matter is hereby notified
forinformation of general public/ Financialinstitutions/Bank/
Organization, etc for objection, if any and the same should
reach to the Deputy Director Tourism Registration(email id;
ddtregl23@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the
publication of this notice in a leading newspaper/newspapers
of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days shall be
entertained.

inf

PUBLICNOTICE

| have lost my wallet containing some cash, documents
and identity card issued by the National Institute of Rural
Department (NIRD) while travelling from Narwara to Eidgah
on February 23, 2025. If anybody has found the same, please
return on the address given below.

Obijections, if any, be filed before the National Institute of Rural
Department (NIRD), Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad (500030),
within a week of the publication of this public notice.

Gazala Nasir
Project Manager (NIRD)
Residence: Khaiwan, Narwara, Srinagar

Jammu and Kashmir bko
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Why Do We Fall For Wellness Scams? Our
Cultural Biases, Myths Often To Blame

The Conversation

etflix’s Apple Cider Vin-
egar has renewed inter-
est in Belle Gibson’s in-
famous wellness scam,
reminding us how vulnerable we
can be to deception.
While Gibson’s scheme eventu-
ally collapsed, her story highlights
how fraudsters can exploit our
psychological and cultural biases
to lure us into wellness traps.
Part of our culture includes the
shared mythologies and symbols
that help us make sense of the
world. These stories and symbols
seem to make our lives more “effi-
cient” by surpassing tedious fact-
checking.
Over time, these cultural codes
become embedded into our psy-
chologies, operating as back-
ground biases that shape our de-
cision-making.
By becoming aware of these bias-
es, we can develop a more critical
approach to evaluating informa-
tion presented to us. In doing so,
we can protect ourselves from the
Belle Gibsons of the world.

A desire for inner bodily purity

One pervasive wellness mythol-
ogy suggests health can be found
in the “pure” state of the body, and
that illness occurs when outside
contaminants pollute the body.
As anthropologist Mary Douglas
notes, we symbolically equate the
“inner” with purity and the “out-
er” with pollution. This leads to
efforts to protect ourselves from
outside threats. We are disgusted
by the idea of the harmful “out-
side” getting inside and violating
the body’s inner sanctum.
Gibson’s cookbook and app pro-
moted a diet that claimed inner
health problems (such as cancer)
are the result of outside contami-
nation, in this case by “bad” foods.
This symbolism also appears in
various diets that advocate for re-
moving certain types of food, such
as sugar or gluten, to achieve a
state of inner sanctity and, there-
fore, health.
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“ The “appeal to nature” bias persists because it resonates

with our collective intuition that modern life has somehow

disconnected us from important truths or healthier ways of living.

Similarly, various “clean eating”
diets will specifically link certain
foods to cleanliness and others to
dirtiness. In their most extreme
form, these diets constitute or-
thorexia, a clinical condition
defined by an “obsession” with
healthy eating.

The allure of ‘ancient wisdom’

Each day we face an overwhelm-
ing array of choices, from the
products we use to how we con-
struct our identities. As people
living in modern, affluent societ-
ies we are, as philosopher Jean-
Paul Sartre put it, “condemned to
be free”.

In this context of choice overload
and decision fatigue, ancient wis-
dom offers a seductive simplicity:

areturn to simpler times.

In 1953, psychoanalyst Jacques
Lacan observed that we possess a
nostalgia for an idealised golden
age (regardless of whether it ever
truly existed). We yearn for a
mythical era of simplicity, safety
and happiness. This psychologi-
cal bias for the past manifests
as a deep reverence for “ancient
wisdom”, seemingly passed down
through generations and untaint-
ed by modern influence.

This preference can be seen in
our instinctive trust in grand-
parents’ remedies and tradition-
al healing practices, even when
scientific evidence doesn’t al-
ways support them. Gibson and
others co-opt this nostalgia by
selling us products that connect
us to the past.

Suspicion of industrial-scale
production

Our minds are often suspicious of
large-scale and complex manufac-
turing processes, and will often de-
value industrially produced products.
This scepticism of scale stems
from negative associations with
factory work, questionable stan-
dards and a history of multina-
tional corporations prioritising
profit over people.

As a public, we are growing under-
standably weary of the multina-
tional companies whose influence
we can't seem to escape. Politi-
cians often further this narrative
by claiming that globalisation -
replacing local cottage industries
with industrialised mega-compa-
nies - screws the little guys like
you and me.

Gibson capitalised on a growing
suspicion of the industrial-scale
pharmaceutical industry to pro-
mote her bespoke “homegrown”
wellness products. Locally-made
goods often have increased value
simply because they are made on
a smaller scale, regardless of their
quality or materials.

Historically, various groups in-
cluding the Luddites and the hip-
pie movement have rejected the
industrial push. More recently, we
saw these dynamics play out in
COVID-19 vaccine denial, which
partially stems from suspicions of
the pharmaceutical companies.

A preference for natural over
artificial

Culturally, the concept of the
“natural” holds powerful mean-
ing, positioning things found in
nature as inherently superior to
those manufactured by humans
(deemed “artificial”).

This natural/artificial dichotomy
establishes a symbolic framework
in which natural remedies, raw
foods and authenticity represent
the “proper” order of things - how
life should be.

The “appeal to nature” bias per-
sists because it resonates with our
collective intuition that modern
life has somehow disconnected us
from important truths or healthi-
er ways of living.

Research has demonstrated we
tend to have a positive association
with the concept of the “natural”,
which we understand as objects
not altered by human intervention.
This preference isn’t merely aes-
thetic. It also reflects our belief in
a moral order.

Gibson famously claimed alter-
native therapies - most notably
apple cider vinegar - helped treat
her alleged cancer. Similar pat-
terns appear throughout the well-
ness industry, where influencers
and companies market products
by emphasising their natural ori-
gins and minimal processing.
These claims leverage our psycho-
logical bias toward natural reme-
dies, even when the scientific evi-
dence for their efficacy is lacking.
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Rising Blazes

Downtown Residents
Demand Fire
Safety Measures

Agencies

Srinagar: Amid rising fire
incidents in Srinagar, par-
ticularly in the congested
Downtown area, residents
have urged authorities to
make fire extinguishers
mandatory in homes and
conduct regular fire safety
audits to prevent disasters.

Residents from various
parts of Downtown said that
due to closely packed wood-
en houses and narrow lanes,
even a small fire quickly
turns into a major disaster.

“We have witnessed
multiple fire incidents in
Srinagar recently, caus-
ing huge property damage.
The houses here are built
close to each other, and fires
spread within minutes,”
said Bilal Ahmad, a resident
of Nowhatta.

Another local from
Chattabal, Mohammad
Ashraf, called for strict fire
safety laws, making it com-
pulsory for every household
to have fire extinguishers
and regular audits.

“Prevention is the only
way to safeguard our homes
and lives. We urge the au-
thorities to introduce fire
safety laws for Downtown
Srinagar,” he added.

In the past few weeks,
Srinagar has witnessed sev-
eral major fire incidents,
including in Rajbagh and Ei-

dgah, which left nearly half
a dozen families homeless
and caused massive damage
to houses.

Nazir Khan from Habba
Kadal said that most hous-
es in Downtown Srinagar
are made of wood, making
them highly vulnerable to
fire. “We need proper safety
measures before another
tragedy strikes. The govern-
ment should take immediate
action,” he said.

In May 2022, after sev-
eral fire incidents in which
many government buildings
were gutted, the administra-
tion ordered a “Fire Safety
Audit of all Government
buildings across J&K.” In
this regard, an order was is-
sued by the General Admin-
istration Department (GAD),
stating that the audit across
the Union Territory was to
be carried out immediately,
while the concerned authori-
ties were directed to take
necessary measures based
on the audit reports.

The residents demand
mandatory installation of
fire extinguishers in homes
and businesses; regular fire
safety audits of residential
and commercial buildings;
strict implementation of
fire safety laws in con-
gested areas; and increased
awareness and training
programmes on fire preven-
tion—(KNO)

Highway Robbers
Impersonating As
Commandos Arrested

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar Police
on Wednesday said to have
arrested a gang of robbers,
who were posing as Police
Commandos to loot trucks
during nighttime.

The operation led to
the recovery of dummy
guns, a vehicle, black
uniforms, and other in-
criminating  materials
used in the crime, a po-
lice spokesman said in a
statement issued

"On February 22,
2025, Police Station
Shalteng received a com-
plaint from Chanchal
Singh, son of Sher Singh,
a resident of Haryana,
stating that during the
night hours, unidenti-
fied individuals stopped
his vehicle at Maloora,
Shalteng, and robbed him
of cash and valuables at
gunpoint. Based on this

complaint, an FIR (No. 15
U/S 307, 126(2), 3(5)) was
registered, and an inves-
tigation was launched,"
police said.

Acting swiftly, Sri-
nagar Police said that it
formed multiple teams
and conducted an exten-
sive search operation.
Within days, four ac-
cused persons were iden-
tified and arrested from
different areas of the city.

They have been iden-
tified as Sahil Ahmad
Sheikh, son of Mehraj-u-
Din Sheikh, resident of
Narakh Budgam, Aqib
Ahmad Sheikh, son of
Mehraj-u-Din Sheikh,
resident of Narkarah
Budgam, Arbaz Ahmad
Wani, son of Hilal Ahmad
Wani, resident of SD Col-
ony Batmaloo and Faisal
Ahmad Shah, son of Azad
Ahmad Shah, resident of
Nowhatta.

KU Hosts Intl Conference On
Trans-Himalayan Borderlands

Agencies

Srinagar: To promote
academic discussions on
the evolving cultural, eco-
nomic, and social land-
scape of the Trans-Hima-
layan region, the Centre
of Central Asian Studies
(CCAS), University of
Kashmir (KU), hosted a
two-day international
conference on 'Trans-
Himalayan Borderlands:
Dynamics of Connectiv-
ity, Culture, and Change."

According to the As-
sociated News Bureau,
scholars and academi-
cians from prestigious
institutions in India, in-
cluding JNU, Pondicherry
University, and Jamia
Millia Islamia participat-
ed, besides International
experts and academics
from France, Australia,
and Italy who joined the
conference in online mode

Vice-Chancellor KU,
Prof. Nilofer Khan, who
was the chief guest at
the inaugural session,
highlighted the strategic
significance of trans-Hi-

malayan borderlands in
shaping regional histo-
ries, trade networks, and
socio-political dynamics.

“Conferences like
these help us deepen our
understanding of the in-
tricate connections that
have historically defined
the Himalayan region
and its neighboring cul-
tures,” she said.

Keynote speaker, Prof.
Parth Chauhan, Head,
Department of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences,
IISER Mohali, provided a
detailed analysis of pre-
historic migrations, tech-
nological advancements,
and environmental inter-
actions in Kashmir and
the trans-Himalayas.

Director, India Central
Asia Foundation and Head,
MERI Centre of Interna-
tional Studies, New Delhi,
Prof. Ramakant Dwivedi,
in his special remarks,
underscored the histori-
cal trade and cultural ex-
changes between South
and Central Asia, empha-
sizing their relevance in
contemporary times. ANB
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

Jh

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Closed)
Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

'Soan Meeras’: Dal Lake Comes
Alive With Shikara Rally

Agencies

rinagar: The world-famous
Dal Lake came alive on
Wednesday as the ongoing
Srinagar Heritage Festi-
val—'Soan Meeras’ featured a vi-
brant Shikara rally, showcasing
the region’s rich cultural heritage.
The function held in and
around Ghat No. 18 of Dal Lake,
featured traditional perfor-
mances and floating markets,
drawing a large number of visi-
tors and artists.
As per details collected, the
festival aimed at preserving Kash-
mir’s heritage, witnessed artists

performing on beautifully decorat-
ed Shikaras, creating a mesmeriz-
ing scene on the waters of Dal Lake.

Notably, the rally was orga-
nized to commemorate the ancient
customs of the area, based on its
cultural and artistic identity.

A local musician, who per-
formed at the rally, expressed his
joy and said that participating in
this festival was an honor. “Such
festivals provide us with a platform
to project our art and preserve our
culture,” he said.

Tourists and locals alike were
equally surprised, and most stopped
their cars along Dal Lake shores to
witness the scenery. A local resi-
dent, Zubair Ahmad mentioned,

“It is wonderful to witness such an
event in Srinagar, particularly on
Dal Lake. The combination of cul-
tural shows and Dal Lake's beauty
makes it a special occasion.”

Importantly, Soan Meeras fes-
tival is a part of a greater effort to
honor and protect Kashmir's rich
heritage. Over the years, the gov-
ernment and cultural organiza-
tions have made efforts to revive
traditional art, crafts, and heri-
tage tourism.

Speaking about the event, an of-
ficial said the festival is an effort to
revive and promote Kashmir’s heri-
tage while also boosting tourism.
“The Shikara rally is a tribute to our
rich traditions,” he said—(KNO)

Probe Launched Into

Agencies

Srinagar: A team from the Food
Safety department, led by Assis-
tant Commissioner Yameen Ul
Nabi of Srinagar, has initiated an
investigation into a viral video
showcasing a tetra milk pouch. The
investigation, which is still under-
way, saw the team-—comprising
Food Safety officers Khalid Bashir,
Fayaz Ahmad Bhat, and Hakeem
Adil—inspecting locations in

Tetra Milk Pouch After Video Goes Viral

Karan Nagar and Umarabad HMT
and collecting samples of the milk
pouch for further analysis.
Assistant Commissioner Ya-
meen Ul Nabi has urged the pub-
lic to directly share any evidence
or videos related to food safety
concerns with the department
before posting them on social
media. This request is aimed at
preventing any potential wrong-
doers from becoming aware of
the issue and possibly concealing
violations prior to the depart-

ment’s intervention.

The probe underscores the im-
portance of rigorous food safety
standards and highlights the criti-
cal role the community plays in
identifying and reporting potential
hazards. While tetra milk pouches
undergo ultra-high temperature
(UHT) processing—which allows
for longer storage without refrig-
eration—ensuring that these prod-
ucts are manufactured and distrib-
uted safely remains paramount to
protect public health.(KINS)
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1454- Siege of Malbork, including its castle, seat of
the Teutonic Order begun by Polish and Prussian
forces - captured September 1454
1531-  Evangelical  German
Schmalkaldische Union

1557- 1st Russian Embassy arrives in London

1594- Henry IV crowned King of France

1626- Yuan Chonghuan is appointed Governor of
Liaodong, after he led the Chinese into a great victory
against the Manchurians under Nurhaci

1665- Battle at Elmina, Gold Coast: Vice-admiral De
Ruyter beats English

1667- Abraham Crijnssen conquers Fort Willoughby
(Zeelandia), Suriname

1700- English explorer William Dampier is the 1st
British person to visit the Pacific Island of New Britain,
which he names

1713- French troops bomb Willemstad, Curacao

1803- Great fire in Bombay, India

1844- Dominican Republic gains independence from
Haiti (National Day)

1860 - Abraham Lincoln makes a speech at Cooper
Unioninthecity of New York that is largely responsible
for his election to the Presidency

1879 - Constantine Fahlberg discovers saccharin
(artificial sweetener)

1881 - Battle at Amajuba: South African Boers vs
British army under General Colley

1900 - Battle at Pietershoogte during the Boer War
1908 - Sacrifice fly adopted (repealed in 1931,
reinstated 1954)

1929 - Turkey signs Litvinov-pact

1930 - Bouvet Island declared a Norwegian
dependency

1938 - Britain & France recognize Franco government
in Spain

1939 - France recognizes Franco's regime in Spain
1942 - J S Hey discovers radio emissions from Sun
1949 - Chaim Weizmann becomes 1st President of
Israel

1950 - General Chiang Kai-shek elected president of
Nationalist China

1958 - USSR performs nuclear test at Novaya Zemlya
USSR

1961 - The first congress of the Spanish Trade Union
Organisation is inaugurated.

1962 - South Vietnam President Ng6 inh Dim's
palace bombed by dissident air pilots in a failed
assassination attempt

1967 - Antigua & St Christopher-Nevis become
associated states of UK

1967 - Dominica gains independence from England
1968 - CBS news anchor Walter Cronkite delivers a
scathing editorial on America's chances of winning
the Vietnam War

1969 - General Hafez al-Assad becomes head of Syria
via military coup

1972 - US President Richard Nixon and Chinese
Premier Zhou Enlai issue Shanghai Communique
1976 - Final meeting between Mao Zedong and
Richard Nixon

1980 - Israel & Egypt exchange ambassadors

1987 - Donald Regan resigns as White House chief of
staff

1987 - NCAA cancels SMU's entire 1987 football
schedule for gross violations of NCAA rules regarding
athletic corruption

1988 - Bonnie Blair (US) wins Olympic 500m speed
skating in record 39.1

1988 - Gulfstream G-IV goes around the world
36:08:34

1989 - German war criminals Aus der Funten and
Fischer freed in Holland

1995 - Car bomb explodes in Zakho, North-lraq (54-
80 killed)

1998 - Apple discontinues development of the
Newton computer

1998 - Britain's House of Lords agrees to end 1,000
years of male precedence by giving a monarch's first-
born daughter the same claim to the throne as any
first born son

1999 - Korea International School is founded by
Soon-Il Chung

2004 - A bombing of a Superferry by Abu Sayyaf in
the Philippines worst terrorist attack kills 116

towns  form
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B\, KO VIEW |
Jamaat’s New Avatar?

he decision of Jamaat-i-Islami leaders who unsuc-
cessfully contested last year’s Assembly election
to float a new political party has generated some
interest in the Valley. Named as the Justice and
Development Front (JDF), the party will contest the up-
coming grassroots elections. It will be the third new po-
litical party in Kashmir since the abrogation of Article
370 in August 2019. First two were the Apni Party led by
Altaf Bukhari and the Democratic Progressive Azad Party
(DPAP) founded by the former Congress veteran Ghulam
Nabi Azad. Both of them have not been able to make any
mark since their advent. In fact, the DPAP has all but dis-
appeared from the political scene and Azad has almost
retired from politics. Jamaat contestants in last year’s
election too couldn’t win a single seat despite initial ex-
citement. Except for Sayar Ahmad Reshi who polled 25000
votes in Kulgam, others were defeated by heavy margins.
Now, the question arises whether a new party could
help these candidates. It may or may not do. There are no
guarantees in politics. The USP of being a Jamaat-i-Islami
is its religio-political agenda and its loyal cadre. Also, if we
go by the Jamaat's history, the party despite its religious
image hasn't only been about the religion. Jamaat schools
were and continue to be forward-looking in matters of edu-
cation. While religious instruction in these schools is a
must, it is not the paramount and exclusive focus of educa-
tion like the madrassas that sprang up in hundreds across
the Valley through the nineties. Long before madrassas
started turning out youth with knowledge restricted to re-
ligion, Jamaat produced doctors and engineers, scientists
and academicians, even administrators, some of whom oc-
cupy posts in the higher echelons of the state bureaucracy.
Would this history and the background transfer to
the JDF? Again, it may or may not happen. Over the last
three decades of Jamaat’s absence from electoral politics,
generations have grown without any familiarity with
Jamaat. They will find it difficult to relate to Jamaat, let
alone a party with a purported connection to the parent
organization. Anyways, the new party seems to have no
connection to the parent in terms of its ideological lean-
ings. Going forward, the JDF is likely to be judged on its
own merits, and how best its leaders retain draw on Ja-
maat discourse and ideology. Not being able to do so will
only detract from the organization’s authenticity, in turn
impacting its electoral chances.
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Did You Know?

Building A Legacy: The Shift From
Consumption To Education In Real
Estate Investment In Kashmir

Irshad Mushtaq

he past two decades have brought transformative changes
to the real estate market in Kashmir, especially in land
values. Prices have surged from 5 to 10 lacs to astonish-
ing figures of 1.5 to 2.5 Crores today. This dramatic in-
crease—15 to 25 times appreciation over 20 years—highlights the
lucrative potential of real estate investment in the region, show-
casing a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 15 to 20%.

However, the landscape contrasts sharply when it comes to
constructing homes. Two decades ago, building a house would
cost about 40 lacs. In today’s market, that same construction has
risen to around 1.20 Crores—an increase of only 2.5 — 3 times. This
striking disparity emphasizes a crucial understanding: while land
tends to appreciate significantly, constructed properties do not ex-
hibit the same return on investment.

Despite these insights, many individuals find themselves ensnared
by a painful reality: considerable resources are often spent on cars—de-
preciable assets that yield minimal returns. This misallocation can ad-
versely affect our financial well-being and bear heavy emotional implica-
tions, especially concerning the future of our children.

To remedy this disparity, we must embrace a transformative
change in our financial priorities. Rather than obsessively acquir-
ing possessions, we should focus on investing in our most impor-
tant asset—education. By directing our finances toward skill de-
velopment, we not only safeguard our financial futures but also
empower the next generation with essential tools for success.

Let us resolve to provide our children with the wisdom of pru-
dent financial practices and a legacy grounded in education, rath-
er than material accumulation. By investing in their professional
development, we equip them to navigate the complexities of the
evolving financial landscape.

Read the full article on our website: https://kashmirobserver.net
Disclaimer: This article is for information only and doesn’t offer
investment advice. It’s not an endorsement or an offer to buy or sell
any financial products. If you decide to act on the information here,
you do so at your own risk.

Wajahat Qazi

hen prejudice

masquerades

as ‘intellect’

and ‘analysis’
and when certainty in-
duced criticism is a proxy
for narcissistic self -ag-
grandizement in society,
the intellectual, poetic and
literary foundations are
hollowed out. This gen-
eral and generic statement
holds resonance across so-
cieties and cultures but has
particular salience for our
Kashmir. Undoubtedly,
these words have a harsh
ring to them but unfortu-
nately these correspond to
a bitter social and cultural
truth. The intellectual
foundations and bases of
our society and culture
are withering away at the
altar of these insalubrious
themes and issues. This
condition is at great odds
with our great and sub-
lime legacy in terms poet-
ic and literary output in
the past. What do I mean
by what I have suggested
in flowery terms?

A disclaimer on my
part is warranted here (be-
fore I elaborate upon my
argument and support it):
I am neither a repository
of intellect, nor do I have a
special claim and prosaic
but obscure truths in so-
cial., cultural, intellectual
and scientific domains.
What I am is an observer
and I may be flattering my-
self here as an analyst of
cross cutting themes and
issues. This is my vantage
point. From this ‘perch’, I
feel sad and bad about the
inexorable decline in our
intellectual and social stan-
dards. Now let me dwell on
the central point and theme
of this essay. Broadly, a
given society’s intellectual
quest must be to probe for
and find truths referred to
in the essay, explicate on
these and render these as
the predicate for further
truths. (I must emphasize
here that as Muslims, there
are clear boundaries to the
truth discovery process.
There is just One Absolute
Truth. But worldly truths
are there awaiting discov-
ery and there may be an
element of relativism to
these worldly and prosaic
truths). The base of the
argument and the central

‘l, Me and Myself’
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Can Kashmir Still Produce Great Works?
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point established, what
relevance does this have to
Kashmir and Kashmiris?
Again, broadly speak-
ing, the cardinal premise
for discovering worldly
truths has to be induction
of uncertainty in one’s
quest- psychically and tem-
peramentally. It is then
that the world opens up to
the seeker of these truths.
Second, there is a differ-
ence between truth, ideol-
ogy and prejudice. (This is
self -evident). But the chal-
lenge is how to differentiate
between these before one
becomes a victim of ‘false
consciousness’- mistaking
truth for ideology or preju-
dice or vice versa. This is
easier said than done. But
it is not impossible. The es-
sential (but preliminary)
stepping stone for this
may be by not being too
self -referential, transcend
the limitations of the self,
having empathy, and last
not but the least disavow-
ing narcissism. Grafting
these onto our collective
consciousness and our col-
lective unconscious, plus
our psychic world, none of
these elements are found
wanting in us. We are self
-referential to the point of
being self-centered, we ap-
pear to be unable to think
being the narrow confines
of ourselves. Combine the
two together, the ‘end prod-
uct’ is a narcissistic self.
The consequences of these
are that we have become
hyper critical people (but
mostly with respect to fel-
low Kashmiris); when we
criticize or offer a critique
say of a work of art, lit-
erature , or anything else,

. I
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I will dwell upon

this assertion of mine
by positing it against a
hypothetical. If we take
our starting point as the
hypothetical that the
west is our adversary,
should we base our
assessment of the

same on prejudice and

a certainty inflected ‘I
know it all’ point of view,

overlaid by a bit of a
personal criticism?

there are threefold dynam-
ics at work: one, there is
a decided element of the
personal in our critiques,
and an underlying passive
aggression in it(this may
be suggestive of a fragile
psyche where everything is
seen as personal and taken
personally); two, because
there hardly any rigor
and vigor in our research,
prejudice masquerades as
truth; and three, the ‘uncer-
tainty principle’(in worldly
relative truths) is missing
: we think we know it all.
In combination, these ele-
ments make up for a condi-
tion that militates against
higher order thinking, sub-
lime and great thoughts.

I have a personal anec-
dote to illustrate this. In a
gathering of some eminent
people, I was honored and
made part of a panel discus-
sion. The perspective that I
offered was that Kashmiri
poetry had a universal res-
onance and that with due

diligence and vigor, it could
be universalized. I cited the
great Mawlana Rumi and
the Turkish author Orhan
Pamuk and their appeal
across the world as illus-
trative examples. The mo-
ment the panel discussion
was wrapped up, one of the
panelists (in a pointed at-
tack on me) went on a rant
on Pamuk and Rumi dwell-
ing on what he believed to
be the real reasons for their
appeal(incredibly  saying
that both privileged the
body over anything else!!!).
He also mentioned Gaza
and so on. When I requested
for an elaboration of these
assertions, this was denied
with the reason of paucity
of time). To me this serves
as a metaphor for our intel-
lectual condition. The rea-
sons for this appear to be in
the elements I have delin-
eated in this essay.

I will dwell upon this
assertion of mine by posit-
ing it against a hypotheti-
cal. If we take our starting
point as the hypothetical
that the west is our adver-
sary, should we base our
assessment of the same on
prejudice and a certainty
inflected ‘I know it all’
point of view, overlaid by a
bit of a personal criticism?
Or should we instead of in-
terpolating and putting our
own spin on a given asser-
tion and suggestion, take
the assertion on its import
and then discuss it? Consid-
er the west again here. IF it
is our adversary, should
we not better understand
it than speculating wildly
and getting the assessment
and the ‘response’ wrong.

(I am neither defending

the West here nor being a
western apologist but I am
putting matters into per-
spective. In fact, I have at
times been hard done by
the West. But I have learnt
a great deal from it. This
learning -philosophy, cul-
ture, economics, political
theory and so on has not
been a gift of the West to
me. I have taught myself
mostly what I know (very
little) and this has been an
intense endeavor. I stand
both enriched - because of
my Western exposures -and
more appreciative of my
own culture, faith and tra-
ditions but at the same time
not demeaning the western
scholarly traditions).

The portrait that I
have painted is not a san-
guine one. But if my asser-
tions hold water, then this
alarming condition should
be seen as a call for action.
Our slide into intellectual
torpor, sleep walk into a
condition where our quest
becomes mere money and
materialism (necessary
but only up to a point), and
where narcissism rules the
proverbial roost undercuts
our beautiful legacy and
some of our bold traditions.
Is there a way out of this
morass? Can we elevate
our thinking, intellect and
orientation from a debased
one to a sublime one? Pos-
sibly. But this can perhaps
only be done by, first in-
culcating humility in our-
selves, inducing the uncer-
tainty principle vis a vis
the world and its material,
social and cultural truths
and crafting an expansive
self that neither has a need
for wvalidation nor seek
validation by gratuitously
criticizing others for just
the heck of it. With faith in
the Almighty and the Ab-
solutes He has determined
for us and certainty of the
same, there is scope for re-
demption. Alternatively,
doom and gloom await us!

Views expressed in the
article are the author’s
own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer
The author has a Masters
with Distinction in
International Relations
from the University of
Aberdeen, Scotland.
Worked as Associate Editor
of Kashmir Observer
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Forcing Your Children to Marry Unwillingly is Un-Islamic

t is important first to understand

how forced marriage differs from

arranged marriage. In the latter,

the families of both spouses take
a leading role in arranging the mar-
riage but the choice of whether or not
to accept the arrangement remains
with the young people. In forced mar-
riage, one or both spouses do not
consent to the marriage and some
element of duress is involved. The
force may include threats of/actual
physical or sexual violence, financial
abuse (e.g., the taking away of some-
one’s wages) and/or the individual
being made to feel they are bringing
‘shame’ on the family by refusing to
marry. Sometimes the victim is un-
able to explain that no one was physi-
cally forcing him to do it but it was
clear he had no choice? The pressure
to accept was overwhelming. It is im-
portant to note that forced marriage
is not sanctioned within any culture
or by any religion.

Islam and Forced Marriage

Despite numerous contentions to
the contrary, forced marriage is not
an Islamic tradition; it is a jahiliyya
custom (pre-Islamic era), rooted in
indigenous cultures, that has per-
sisted in some Muslim communities.

Islam does not sanction or advocate
any form of forced marriage. Unlike
secular law, marriage within the am-
bit of Islam is not only a civil contract
but a religious and spiritual contract
between two people — which must be
entered into freely and with mutual
consent. According to Islamic custom,
parents and guardians have specific
rights in this matter; to arrange the
marriage ceremony and conduct it as
a respectful family event; give their
advice and recommendation for a
life partner for their children. These
rights are encapsulated within the
philosophy of ‘willayah’. However, Is-
lam does not allow parents, guardians
or other relatives to enforce their will
or choice on a boy or a girl since it is
they who are the real parties to that
contract. The right to exercise free
will and consent in choosing a spouse
is a God given right.

There are a myriad of reasons for
forced marriage. In Muslim commu-
nities, misguided religious teachings
and perverted interpretations of Is-
lam lead families to believe that they
are complying with Islamic ruling.
Other factors may include the notion
of protecting children; upholding
cultural traditions; preserving fam-
ily honor; social status; and building
stronger families. Forced marriage

also is used to prevent so-called “un-
suitable” relationships outside re-
gional & ethnic groups.

This is also clearly evident from
important commandments given by
the Holy Prophet (PBUH) in numer-
ous Hadith, which lay down the foun-
dational principles of formulating a
marriage contract.

In the Sahih Al-Bukhari, for ex-
ample, a chapter in the book of mar-
riage has been given the heading:
“No father or mother or any close
relation can force his/her children to
marry anyone against their free will
and consent”.

Within this chapter Abu Hurai-
rah transmits from the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) who said: “No female wheth-
er a widow or divorcee will be forced
to marry anyone unless her express
and categorical consent has been
freely taken and in the same way a
woman not previously married can
never be forced to marry anyone un-
less her free consent and permission
is taken”.

Imam Bukhari has set another
chapter heading within the book of
marriage: “If parents force their daugh-
ter to marry someone against her wish
then the marriage will be void”.

Under this chapter Imam Bukhari
reports a Hadith of the Holy Prophet

(PBUH) from Khansa Bint e Hizam Al
Ansariyah. She states that her father
married her off to someone forcefully
whom she did not like. She took her
case to the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and
upon listening to her; the Holy Proph-
et (PBUH) rejected the marriage and
declared the marriage as void”.

In another Hadith in the Sahih
of Imam Bukhari it is narrated by
Abdullah Ibn Abbas (r.a.d) that the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) said that if a
woman wants to marry and is al-
ready a divorcee or widow, her right
of free consent and free choice is su-
perior then the right of her guardian.
If she is not previously married and
this is her first marriage even then
her parents or other guardians can-
not enforce their choice on her. They
are not allowed to force her to marry
anyone against her free choice and
free consent.

It is thus clearly apparent that
forced marriages are totally unac-
ceptable in Islam. Islamic command-
ments as mentioned above are very
categorical in nature. Those who in-
voke Islam in order to justify their
actions do so for ulterior motives.
There is a need to educate all and sun-
dry on these issues.

Abid Hussain
imabid710@gmail.com
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Need for Kashmir-Centric Urban Planning
A Conversation with Prof. Haenraets

We see developments

paths and electric
bicycles, even though
bicycling was not
something commonin

the executionis very
poor. We see a contrast
between the old city,
where infrastructural
improvement is
necessary, and the new
tourist hotspots, which
feel somewhat alien to
Kashmir

with materials, designs,
and systems like bicycle

Kashmir. So investments
are happening here, but

KO Web Desk

rban planning in Jammu and
Ul(ashmir is at a very critical
juncture. The Institution of
Engineers, in collaboration with
civil society groups, organized a
thorough workshop in which by-
laws were deliberated upon.
Kashmir Observer interviewed
Professor Jan Haenraets, Professor of
Practice in the Preservation and Stud-
ies Program at Boston University. He
has done extensive work in Kashmir.
Following are the excerpts from the
interview.

Kashmir Observer: Tell us about the
kind of technicalities that were dis-
cussed in the workshop regarding
land pooling and land bylaws. Please
talk us through it.

The panel brought together a num-
ber of speakers and a wider public
audience for consultation and inputs.
The speakers focused on proposals
for changes to the bylaws. My per-
spective, as a conservation architect
who focuses on the historic land-
scape, was that Srinagar is a very his-
toric urban landscape, different from
other cities in the subcontinent. You
need a particular set of guidelines
and regulations to ensure that the
sustainable livability of the city is re-
tained. What the speakers mentioned
were the implications of some of the
suggestions, such as the removal of
certain elements of the bylaws, and
how that could open the door to
very free development. While I think
everybody agreed that regulations
should evolve, it is crucial that they
are adapted carefully, especially for a
particular place like Srinagar in Kash-
mir, not just Kashmir but the entire

Kashmir valley.

Kashmir Observer: Have you visited
the downtown part of Srinagar, and
did you experience the current Smart
City? How would you draw the dif-
ference between the two parts of the
city?

I have been involved in Kashmir
for about 15 years, and I have visited

RASHMIR.
. OBSERVER

historic places. The downtown, the
old city, is remarkable, and I have
seen huge changes taking place, such
as the widening of roads and other
changes we do need in a historic city.
Srinagar doesn’t have many multi-
story buildings; it retains a kind of
medieval atmosphere, which is excel-
lent and beautiful at the same time.
Progress is something that every
citizen should receive. You should
have a level of progress in your urban
environment. But what happens at
the same time, while we have these
historic areas, is an explosion of auto-
mobile traffic, which has had a major
impact, especially over the last 15
years, on the historic city. At the same
time, we've seen stabilization in the
valley, and the 2019 bill shifted the
government more centrally to Delhi.
In that whole context, we've seen an
influx of tourism and visitation from
national visitors to the valley. With
the centralized government behind
that, they've created ideas such as
Smart City projects, which are imple-
mented throughout the nation. Now,
in the case of Srinagar, it is a good
thing that there is significant invest-
ment in the public realm, including
infrastructural elements like bus sys-
tems. But the problem is that those
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The Smart City
infrastructure, tome,
is a complete failure.

| believe everyonein
Kashmir welcomes the
financial investment
intheregion, but the
proposals are being
designed outside
Kashmir by consultants
whodon’t really
understand the valley

proposals are not Kashmir-specific.
We see developments with materi-
als, designs, and systems like bicycle
paths and electric bicycles, even
though bicycling was not something

common in Kashmir. So investments
are happening here, but the execu-
tion is very poor. We see a contrast
between the old city, where infra-
structural improvement is necessary,
and the new tourist hotspots, which
feel somewhat alien to Kashmir.

Kashmir Observer: According to the
Building Bylaws 2021, a lot of chang-
es have been suggested by experts
sitting in Delhi, which have likely
been contested by stakeholders and
experts here in Jammu and Kashmir,
not just in Kashmir but also in Jam-
mu. How do you view these bylaws
and their context?

There was a lot of discussion about
that, and we need to recognize that
bylaws are highly subjective. Some
people will support certain proposals,
while others may not. I have a par-
ticular view, as I come from a historic
landscape background, focusing on
environmental quality, livable cities,
and the historic significance of plac-
es. However, others may come from
economic or tourism backgrounds.
I must say, some people mentioned
that some of these shifts in the by-
laws could benefit them, especially
in terms of economic development,
such as hotels or new town areas

where complete new developments
may occur. Deregulation might bene-
fit such projects. But again, in the his-
toric city, this becomes problematic.
So, there were different views.

Kashmir Observer: As an expert, are
you satisfied with the way the Smart
City is coming up? Given the differ-
ent landscaping elements and other
features in the city, do you think it is
satisfactory, or do you have your own
opinion?

[ will give my personal opinion: I
think it is a complete failure in Kash-
mir. The Smart City infrastructure,
to me, is a complete failure. [ believe
everyone in Kashmir welcomes the
financial investment in the region,
but the proposals are being designed
outside Kashmir by consultants who
don't really understand the valley.
They use design approaches that
may be suitable for other cities in
India, but they are not place-specific.
For landscape infrastructure, urban
realms, and public spaces, you need
to understand the place. It's not
enough to design in a drawing room
and expect it to work. For landscape
and public realm projects, you must
understand the historic layers, cli-
mate, environment — all aspects of
the place. One area where the Smart
City project stands out as a failure is
in horticulture and vegetation. They
create paved surfaces with little to
no horticulture. For any outdoor
public space, you need to consider
maintenance alongside the infra-
structure. But what’s happening
here is more like interior decora-
tion done outdoors — benches and
flowers that could be found any-
where, which aren’t place-specific,
and there’s no consideration for
horticulture. Srinagar, Kashmir, is
known for its green environment,
but many trees are being cut down
or damaged during this process, and
green spaces are being replaced with
concrete and stone pavements. To
me, it's a pity. With the budget for
that project, we could have com-
pletely landscaped the urban public
realm of the old city.

Technology in Modern Criminal Investigations

Khalid Mustafa

Te modern world has integrated
technology into a variety of fields,
including criminal investigations.
Criminal investigations have seen signifi-
cant technological changes in recent years.
Technology has made it easier to perform
criminal investigations, enabling investi-
gators to collect evidence without human
intervention, analyze it, & present it in
court. New tools & techniques have made
it possible for defence agencies to solve
crimes faster & more effectively, leading to
the identification & punishment of crimi-
nals. Technology is a crucial part of law
enforcement in Jammu & Kashmir (J&K),
which is known for its unique challenges.
The J&K Police, which manages complex
& evolving security matters, can depend
on modern technology to increase pub-
lic safety, crime control & investigation
efficiently. Digital evidence & forensics
science have become increasingly wide-
spread in modern criminal investigations.
Criminals are using online platforms &
devices to do crimes in the digital age.
Digital tools have been created which are
available & can be utilized by law enforce-
ment agencies to solve crimes. The digital
evidence consists of the information from
various devices such as mobile phones,
computers & as well as social media.
Evidences like location, Internet Protocol
Detail Records (IPDR), Call Detail Records
(CDR data), communication records & fi-
nancial transactions can be used to estab-
lish a timeline of events for investigators
to follow in order to identify suspects.

Technology's Impact on criminal
investigations & the challenges faced
in utilizing technology.

In modern criminal investigations,
technology is heavily used to improve the
efficiency & precision of law enforcement.
A series of traditionally used methods of
investigating have always been impor-
tant: questioning, collection of mate-
rial & witness accounts, & eyewitness

A vital tool which can be used by

testimony. The advancement of technol-
ogy has provided law enforcement with a
more extensive range of tools to collect &
analyze evidence. By utilizing these tools,
investigations are expedited significantly,
human errors are reduced, & cases are re-
solved more quickly. One of the primary
concerns in criminal investigations is
the protection of data security & privacy
through technology. The abundance of
data being gathered & stored has raised
questions about its utilization, possessors,
& safeguarding. Another problem with
the use of technology in criminal inves-
tigations is the digital divide. Despite the
availability of modern technology, not
every law enforcement agency has access
to it due to budgetary restrictions or in-
adequate training. Due to this difference,
investigations may not be conducted ef-
fectively & results may vary significantly
depending on the jurisdiction. Fairness
& justice in the criminal justice system
can only be achieved through the imple-
mentation of technology & training for all
law enforcement agencies. Here are some
examples of how modern criminal law is
being used in the field:

a. Digital Forensics & Cybercrime
Investigation.

Digital forensics is one of the most
significant developments in criminal
investigations. The use of computers,
smartphones, tablets, & other digital
tools has become increasingly common
among criminals as they try to plan &
execute crimes. The retrieval & analy-
sis of data from these devices to obtain
evidence in criminal cases is referred to
as digital forensics. By employing digital
forensics techniques to monitor hackers,
cybercriminals, & those engaging in il-
legal online activities such as hacking or
fraud, the J&K Police can enhance their
investigative efforts. By using specialized
software, investigators can track internet
searches & other data, recover lost or
deleted files, & monitor the communica-
tions with suspects. The development of
these technologies will be crucial to the
fight against crime in J&K; as cybercrime
& inter-state crimes continue to grow.

b. CCTV Surveillance & Face
Recognition Technology.

The use of CCTV cameras has made
urban public areas more accessible for
surveillance. Apart from detecting crimi-
nal activity, the cameras are essential in

case of an incident. The integration of
advanced technologies like facial rec-
ognition software is being used in CCTV
systems to identify & track individuals,
in addition to traditional surveillance. In
Jammu & Kashmir, where ongoing con-
flicts & crimes are a concern, CCTV sur-
veillance can be particularly effective as
compared to other methods. By compar-
ing their facial features with databases
of known criminals or people of interest,
facial recognition software can be used to
track suspected criminal activity, those
involved in anti-national activities, or
any other criminal.

c. The use of drones in surveillance
& crime scene documentation is
possible.

In modern criminal investigations,
drones are increasingly being used to
monitor large or risky areas. The use of
drones is a viable option in areas like Jam-
mu & Kashmir where remote terrain poses
logistical challenges. Law enforcement can
make use of drones for crowd manage-
ment, surveillance purposes & crime scene
recording. In addition to conventional sur-
veillance techniques, drones can also be
utilized to monitor critical zones, crime
hideouts, deep gorges & areas where the
terrain is challenging to navigate.

d. Biometric Identification &
Fingerprint Analysis.

The use of biometrics for identifica-
tion is another area where technology
has proven to be highly beneficial. The
use of biometric technologies, including

eye scanning, face recognition, & fin-
gerprints, has been linked to increased
criminal investigations. The use of fin-
gerprints at a crime scene is still an ef-
fective method of identifying suspects.
The use of biometric databases enables
defence agencies to quickly identify sus-
pects by cross-checking them with a da-
tabase of criminals. By utilizing biomet-
ric systems in criminal investigations,
the J&K Police could potentially aid their
investigation in an area where fugitives
may attempt to circumvent arrest by
altering their identity or appearance.
Fingerprint matching can be a trustwor-
thy approach to identifying suspects in
cases of crimes.

e. GPS Tracking & Electronic
Monitoring.

Criminal investigations often involve
the use of GPS-based tracking systems
& electronic monitoring devices to track
the movements of suspects. These are
especially useful in cases where long-
term tracking of a suspect's whereabouts
are needed. The use of GPS trackers &
electronic monitors by authorities can
ensure that suspects are following laws
such as house arrests, geofencing etc
during course of investigations. The J&K
Police stated that GPS tracking can aid
law enforcement agencies in their efforts
to catch criminals. Moreover, law en-
forcement can access real-time data on
crimes like kidnappings, murder plan-
nings & car thefts that could lead to the
recovery of lost property or the rescue of
victims.

police for law and order

f. Automated License Plate
Recognition (ALPR)

ALPR technology enables law enforce-
ment to scan & track vehicle license plates
automatically. This system can be utilized
to patrol perimeter security, monitor
movement of suspects, & identify if they
have stolen a vehicle or even can track
the lost vehicle. Because ALPR can identify
vehicles of interest quickly without hu-
man intervention, it's especially useful in
densely trafficked urban areas with multi-
ple entry points. The J&K Police could make
use of ALPR to oversee crucial entrance &
exit points in the region, like non toll post
crossings or key roads. Hence, they could
monitor the movements of suspects trying
to enter or exit sensitive areas or track cars
involved in criminal activities.

Recent Event: Technological
advancements are necessary for J&K
Police to meet their needs.

In a recent event in Kashmir, the family
of Umar Yaseen, a resident of Nowgam who
disappeared from 22nd Dec 2024 & later
found dead at Digdol Ramban eight days
prior, is seeking justice for Umar Yaseen
with respect to the murder or conspired ac-
cident that led to the discovery of his body.
In that case & other long pending cases in
J&K the Jammu & Kashmir Police should
proceed with their criminal investigations
using modern technology. By utilizing
state-of-the-art technology, case resolution
& crime prevention can be significantly
enhanced due to the local law enforce-
ment challenges & crimes. To tackle these
problems, the J&K Police should consider
investing in cutting-edge technologies
such as digital forensics, drone technology,
biometric systems, & predictive planning.
These technologies would enable the po-
lice to maintain order, gather more credible
evidence, & respond better to incidents. It
would also focus on investigations that are
most important to public safety, allowing
J&K Police to solve cases faster.

Application of Big Data Analytics in
Criminal Investigations.

Criminology has been revolutionized
by big data analytics, which empowers
law enforcement agencies to analyze
vast amounts of information in real time
& extract relevant insights. Every day,
social media, financial transactions, tele-
communications, & IoT devices generate
vast amounts of data in today's digital
world. These numbers are used by police

forces to uncover hidden patterns, & in
particular, enable them to solve crimes,
identify suspects & help prevent crime.
The use of advanced techniques like
machine learning & predictive model-
ling enables investigators to efficiently
analyze large data, identify suspicious
behaviour & give priority to leads for fur-
ther investigation. Social networking can
uncover connections between criminals,
while financial transaction enables the
identification of illegal financial trans-
actions. However, the application of big
data analytics in criminal investigations
raises ethical & privacy concerns as well
as questions about the collection, stor-
age, & sharing of sensitive personal in-
formation. As a result, it is crucial for de-
fence agencies to validate data protection
regulations, ensure transparency in their
investigation procedures, & protect the
rights of individuals while using big data
analytics to combat crime effectively.

Future Technological developments in
the field of criminal investigation?
Rapid technological innovation & chang-
ing law enforcement needs are anticipated
to pave the way for significant advance-
ments in the use of technology in criminal
investigations. Artificial intelligence (AI)
& machine learning algorithms are being
increasingly integrated into investigative
techniques, enabling law enforcement
agencies to analyze vast amounts of data
more effectively & obtain valuable informa-
tion. Advanced predictive analytics models
will enable investigators to predict criminal
activities, identify new threats, & allocate
resources wisely. Technology is now a nec-
essary component of criminal investiga-
tion, along with an improved approach.
By utilizing these technological advance-
ments, the Jammu & Kashmir Police can
better manage sensitive security situations
in the area. The use of technology can trans-
form investigations, crack the (murder, cy-
ber & terror) cases & improve public safety,
including using the advanced surveillance
techniques & digital forensics. By adoption
of such technologies, J&K can enhance the
security situation in their region & improve
police force effectiveness. The J&K Police
must enhance more technology to remain
a forceful in the fight against crime with
transparency & excellent policing.

The author Is Management
&IT Professional and can be reached at:
erkhalidmustafashah@gmail.com
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A Breather: J&K’s

reveals a deficiency of 60 to 84 per cent in
other districts of Jammu and Kashmir includ-
ing Srinagar, the summer capital of the Union
Territory, having a deficiency of 74 per cent
during the period.

There is a forecast of more snow and rain for
the next two days, which would likely reduce
the rainfall deficit of this season. The weather-
man has issued yellow and orange alerts for
Jammu and Kashmir, predicting light to mod-
erate rainfall till February 28.

Amid the declining trend in precipitation for
the last three consecutive years, Kashmir Valley
has recorded the worst-ever deficit rainfall in
2025 in the last eight years.

Official data revealed that a deficiency of 70
per cent was recorded from December 2024 to
February 2025.(KNO)

J&K Assembly

Before the Assembly elections in October
2024, there was speculation that these five
nominated members could play a crucial role
in shaping the balance of power. However,
with the National Conference securing a com-
fortable majority of 42 seats, supported by the
Congress, the urgency around these nomina-
tions has diminished.

The first Assembly session in November last
revolved around the demand for restoring J&K’s
statehood. (KINS)

J&K Targets

the Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh

2034-35, CEA has said, “One of the main cri-
teria of resource adequacy studies is to deter-
mine the reliability of the system to meet the
demand adequately at very instance of time.
This reliability is measured with two indicators
including Loss of Load Probability (LOLP) and
Expected Energy Not Served (EENS).”

Pertinently, it was earlier reported that
Jammu and Kashmir is currently relying on
more than 85 percent of coal and solar power
amid acute deficit of hydro power generation.

Officials of PDD department had claimed
that local hydro power generation from the
local power plants have reduced by nearly 90
percent.

An official had informed that “At present
Jammu and Kashmir is 85-90 percent depen-
dent on coal and solar energy that is being pro-
cured from the other states because as of now
we don’t have a local power generation.”

“In winters the local hydro power genera-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir power plants has
reduced by almost 90 percent and in order to
cater the requisite power demand, we need to
have a base power availability that we procure
from outside states. The energy is coal based
energy,” the official had said.(KNO)

Temp Plummets,
recorded at Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort

2 YouTube

and other places today, which led to tempera-
tures plummeting in the Valley.

As per the details shared by an Independent
Weather Forecaster, Aadil Magbool, Sadhna
Top and Zojila Pass recorded a snow depth of
2 feet. Z Gali, Gurez, Sinthan Top and Gulmarg
recorded a snow depth of one feet each till this
evening while Sonamarg recorded 1.5 ft and
Doodhpathri recorded 8 inches.

Pahalgam and Kupwara recorded rainfall
of above 20 mm in the last 24 hours while
Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir, witnessed the rainfall of 7.8 mm dur-
ing the period.

Chill returned to Srinagar as the city record-
ed the maximum temperature of 6.6 degree
Celsius.

In its week-long weather forecast, Director
Meteorological department (MeT), Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad said that there is a possibility of light
to moderate rain and snow at most places
with isolated heavy rain and snow over both
Kashmir & Jammu divisions for next two days.

On March 1 &2, Ahmad said that amid gener-
ally cloudy weather, there is a forecast of light
rain and snow at isolated to scattered places,
adding that on March 3, light to moderate rain
and snow is expected at many places.

From March 4 & 6, he said generally dry
weather is expected.

Meanwhile, in its advisory, the local MeT
department has said that there is a possibility
of temporary disruption of surface transpor-
tation mainly over Sadhna pass, Razdan Pass,
Sonamarg-Zojila-Gumri axis, Mughal Road,
Sinthan Pass & other major roads of hilly dis-
tricts are expected.

Tourists, travelers and transporters are ad-
vised to plan accordingly & follow administra-
tion and traffic advisory, it reads, adding that
farmers are advised to suspend irrigation &
other farm operations.

Significant fall in day temperature is expect-
ed during the above period, the MeT added.

Govt Plans New

provides a monthly return of Rs 1,000 -
Rs 1,500 after the investor turns 60, and the
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Mandhan Yojana
(PM-SYM), which seeks to benefit street ven-
dors, domestic workers, or labourers, among
others.

There are also schemes designed for farmers,
such as the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Mandhan
Yojana, which provides Rs 3,000 monthly after
the investor is 60 years old.

Hearath Celebrated

said Maha Shivaratri holds great significance
for them. “Every year, we come here to offer
prayers and seek divine blessings,” he said.

Another worshipper at the shrine said the
festival symbolises spiritual awakening and
unity. “This festival is about faith and devotion.
We pray for peace and prosperity,” he added.

Maha Shivaratri, meaning ‘The Great Night

pockets.

of Shiva’, is a Hindu festival dedicated to lord
Shiva. Observed annually, it is believed to be
the night when Lord Shiva performed the
“Tandava”, the cosmic dance of creation, pres-
ervation and destruction. Devotees fast, of-
fer milk and bel patra (Bilva leaves) to Shiva
Lingams, and engage in night-long prayers.

Security measures were arranged at the
Shankaracharya temple to provide a smooth
and peaceful celebration. The temple authori-
ties also made necessary arrangements for
devotees

Dozens of tourists also visited the temple to
observe Mahashivaratri. Devotees also offered
prayers at the Martand Sun temple in South
Kashmir’s Anantnag district.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
extended Mahashivaratri greetings to the
Hindu community.

“Wishing everyone a blessed and Happy
Maha Shivratri! May this sacred occasion bring
peace, prosperity, and divine blessings to all
and guide us towards strength, wisdom, and
harmony,” Abdullah said in a post on X.

Hurriyat Conference Chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq also extended Hearath wishes
to Kashmiri Pandit community. Hearath is cel-
ebrated by Kashmiri Pandits a day ahead of
Mabhashivaratri.

“Warm greetings to our Kashmiri pandit
brethren on the occasion of Hearath. Pray for
restoration of the bond of love and coexistence
that is an inherent component of our shared
heritage,” Mirwaiz posted on his X account.

No Reservation For

and also disclose the name of the hospitals
where the medical care facilities are being
available to them. The UT of Ladakh was also
asked to file a detailed report with regard to
framing of schemes for grant of pensionary
benefits to the community.

HC Orders Reduction

extended to be connected to the expressway.

“There should not be mushrooming of toll
plazas in the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir and the Union Territory of Ladakh
only with the sole aim and objective of minting
money from the general public... Respondents
are charging hefty toll fees at Bann toll plaza,
whereas toll fees at other toll plazas are also
high,” the bench said in a 12-page order issued
on Tuesday.

“Thus, not only the treasures of NHAI
(National Highways Authority of India) are be-
ing filled with thousands of crores of rupees,
private contractors are also enriching them-
selves by accumulating crores of rupees,” it
added.

Since the fees must be fair enough for the
general public and should not be a source
of revenue-generating mechanism, the re-
spondents -- particularly the Union ministry
concerned -- are directed to consider levying
of “fair and genuine” fees at the toll plazas,

thereby slashing the existing fees at all the pla-
zas as the current rates are on the higher side,
the high court said.

“The decision in this regard (will) be taken
positively within a period of four months from
today (Tuesday),” according to the order.

The high court also ordered the respondents
-- the NHAI, Jammu and Kashmir government
and the Union Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways -- to withdraw within one week the
order or direction regarding redistributing the
influence length from Lakhanpur to Udhampur
between the Lakhanpur and the Bann poll pla-
zas with effect from January 26 last year after
closure of the Thandi Khui toll plaza.

“Respondents are directed to levy only 20
percent of the toll fee with immediate effect,
ie, the toll fee at Lakhanpur toll plaza and Bann
toll plaza shall be 20 percent of the rates ear-
lier in force before 26.01.2024 till the national
highway from Lakhanpur to Udhampur gets
fully operational for smooth utilisation of the
public,” the high court said.

“Respondents charge the full toll at both
these toll plazas only after the issuance of a
certificate in this regard by an independent
surveyor,” it said.

The high court also directed the respondents
not to establish any toll plaza within 60 kilo-
metres of National Highway 44. “If there is any
toll plaza in the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir or in the Union Territory of Ladakh
within 60 kilometres on the national highway,
respondents (are directed) to remove the same
within two months from today (Tuesday).”

The respondents and the contractors of the
toll plazas were directed not to employ anyone
with a criminal background.

The high court also directed the respondents
and the contractors to deploy personnel at
the toll plazas only after verification by police
agencies concerned. “In case of any deviation
in this regard, the concerned SHO or in-charge
shall be personally responsible for the same.”

Centre to SC

held that the legislative choice over one
option or the other couldn’'t be questioned in
courts over its efficacy or otherwise.

Under Section 8 (1) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951, the period of disqualifica-
tion was six years from the date of conviction or
in case of imprisonment, six years from the date
of release, it added.

“The disqualifications made under the im-
pugned sections are limited by time as a mat-
ter of parliamentary policy and it would not be
appropriate to substitute the petitioner’s un-
derstanding of the issue and impose a lifetime
ban,” it said.

The Centre said as a matter of judicial review,
the court could declare the provisions to be un-
constitutional, however, the relief sought by
the petitioner effectively sought to read “life-
long” instead of “six years” in all sub-sections
of Section 8 of the Act.

th-
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It said lifetime disqualification was the
maximum that could be imposed under the
provisions and such a discretion was “certainly
within the power of Parliament”.

“However, it is one thing to say that a power
exists and another to say that it must neces-
sarily be exercised in every case,” the Centre
argued.

The affidavit said the impugned laws were
“constitutionally sound” and “did not suffer
from the vice of excess delegation” aside from
being intra vires the powers of Parliament.

While imposing any penalty, it said,
Parliament considers the principles of propor-
tionality and reasonability as for instance, the
entirety of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,
or penal law provide for imprisonment or fines
up to certain limits and the rationale behind it
was that the punitive measures would corre-
late with the gravity of offence.

There were numerous penal laws that pre-
scribe imposing restrictions on the exercise of
rights and freedoms, which in most cases are
time-specific, it said.

The Centre said the petition failed to make
the crucial distinction between basis of dis-
qualification and effects of disqualification.

“It is true that the basis of disqualification
is conviction for an offence and that this basis
remains unchanged so long as the conviction
stands. The effect of such conviction lasts for a
fixed period of time. As stated above, there is
nothing inherently unconstitutional in limiting
the effect of penalties by time,” it said.

The affidavit said the petitioner’s reliance on
Articles 102 and 191 of the Constitution was to-
tally misplaced.

Articles 102 and 191 of the Constitution
deals with disqualifications for membership of
either house of parliament, legislative assem-
bly or legislative council.

The Centre said Clause (e) of Articles 102 and
191 were enabling provisions that confer on
Parliament the power to make laws governing
disqualification and it was in exercise of this
power that the 1951 Act was enacted.

“The Constitution has left the field open to
Parliament to enact such further law governing
disqualifications as it deems fit. Parliament has
power both to determine the grounds for dis-
qualification and the duration of disqualifica-
tion,” it said.

The Centre said the grounds for disqualifica-
tion in the articles included holding of an office
of profit, unsoundness of mind, insolvency and
not being a citizen of India.

“Itis submitted that these are not permanent
disqualifications,” it added.

The apex court on February 10 sought
responses of the Centre and the Election
Commission on the challenge to constitutional
validity of Sections 8 and 9 of Representation of
People Act. (inputs from PTI)

Terrorists Fire
has launched a cordon and search operation in
the area.
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Javed Rana Reviews
Functioning Of Jal Shakti,

Forest Departments

_ ‘“ 2la

Observer News Service

POONCH: Minister for Jal
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & En-
vironment, and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmad Rana emphasised
efficient service delivery and
timely implementation of Jal Je-
evan Mission (JJM) in Pir Panjal
region.

He made these remarks dur-
ing his visit to the region con-
ducted to assess the progress
on developmental activities in-
cluding JJM in Pir Panjal region.

Rana emphasised the need
for expediting the water sup-
ply schemes in Pir Panjal re-
gion and set strict timelines for
their completion to ensure safe
drinking water for all. He di-
rected the officials to work on
a war footing basis, regularly
monitor progress while high-
lighting the need for adherence
to laid-down parameters.

He also reviewed the measures
to maintain continuous supply of
water in remote areas and called
for proactive initiatives, includ-
ing a robust complaint redressal
mechanism, to address public
grievances effectively.

While reviewing the working
of the forest department, Javed
Rana called for effective strat-
egies that lead to sustainable
development while taking into
consideration environmental
concerns along with economic
prosperity.

Rana expressed hope that
the forest fraternity shall work
in tandem with communi-
ties to conserve and protect
forests and environment. He
exhorted upon the officers to
work with dedication and sin-
cerity to solve public issues and
concerns. He further said that
there is a need to attach high
importance to addressing the
challenges of climate change.
He also laid stress on forest fire
prevention and management
mechanisms that have gained
added significance due to the
adverse climatic conditions and
mitigation measures need to be
taken beforehand.

He directed the officers for
optimum utilisation of available
resources for revenue genera-
tion and sustainable livelihoods
created through eco-tourism
and forest recreation.

During his tour, the Minister
also visited Kotli Kalaban in Ra-
jouri, Harni and Galotha villag-
es in Mendhar and interacted
with local inhabitants there.

The delegations highlighted
pressing issues such as water,
forest rights, road connectivity,
tribal issues, rural infrastruc-
ture and healthcare services.

The Minister assured the del-
egations of the government's
commitment towards resolving
their concerns in a time bound
manner, emphasising inclusive
and sustainable development.

43 Bn CRPF Organize Reception For
Returnees Of Bhara_t Darshan Tour

—

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: 43 Bn CRPF hosted a
reception for 20 students who
participated in the Bharat Darshan
Tour organized under the Civic Ac-
tion Program on 26 Feb 2025.

After a week of exploring
various historical sites in Delhi/
Agra, the students returned
safely and were warmly wel-
comed at the District Police
Lines Budgam. The tour pro-
vided students a unique oppor-
tunity to experience India’s rich
cultural landscape, instilling a
deep sense of patriotism and
self-confidence.

During the reception, officials
of 43 Bn CRPF congratulated
the students for seizing the op-
portunity to visit significant

heritage sites. The students also
expressed their excitement and
gratitude to 43 Bn CRPF for fa-
cilitating the tour and described
the tour as a resounding success,
noting that it provided them
with invaluable experiences,
exposure, and confidence. They
shared insights about the diverse
places they visited, emphasizing
the knowledge gained through-
out the tour. Speaking on the oc-
casion, R. Jaya Kumar, CO 43 Bn,
CRPF extended his best wishes
to all students for a bright future
and also reaffirmed CRPFs com-
mitment to community welfare,
announcing that more such
Bharat Darshan Tours would be
organized in the coming months
to continue fostering national
awareness among students.

BSF Foils Infiltration Bid Along IB

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Border Security Force
(BSF) personnel foiled an infil-
tration bid along the Interna-
tional Border in Pathankot sec-
tor, officials said on Wednesday.
An official said "BSF per-
sonnel observed a suspicious
movement across the Inter-
national Border at Tashpatan,
Pathankot border area.

An intruder was observed
crossing the IB, he was chal-
lenged by the alert troops but he
paid no heed and kept on mov-
ing; BSF troops sensing threat
neutralised the intruder."

The official said that the
identity of the intruder is be-
ing ascertained. "Strong protest
will be lodged with Pakistan
Rangers at the highest level,"
the official added—(KNO)

Police Registers First-Ever E-FIR
Via Email In Awantipora

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a sophisticated
way towards digital policing, Po-
lice in Awantipora on Wednes-
day said to have registered its
first electronic First Information
Report (e-FIR) following a com-
plaint lodged via Email.

The complaint was filed by
Mushtaq Ahmed Bhat resident
of New Colony Khrew, against
Adil Ahmad Bhat and Bilal Ah-
mad Bhat both residents of New
Colony Khrew, a police spokes-
man said in a statement issued

to Kashmir Observer.

The complainant alleged
them about assaulting his
whole family causing injury
to them. The complainant has
supported the complaint with
an OPD ticket from PHC Khrew
and a copy of Aadhaar card as
evidential proof, police said.

Upon examining the com-
plaint, the cognizance was
taken by registering e-FIR, cov-
ered under a case FIR number
17/2025, under the relevant
sections of the BNS in Police
Station Khrew.

-

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Minister for
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and Edu-
cation, Sakeena Itoo chaired
a meeting at Civil Secretariat
here to review the perfor-
mance and functioning of
Jammu and Kashmir Medical
Supplies Corporation Limited
(JKMSCL).

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary Health and
Medical Education, Dr. Syed
Abid Rasheed; Managing Di-
rector, JKMSCL, Principals of
all GMCs, Principals of Dental
Colleges, CMOs of all districts
and other concerned officers,
either in person or virtually.

Addressing  the  offi-
cers, Sakeena Itoo under-
scored the need for further
strengthening the monitor-
ing system of medical sup-
plies for enhanced health-
care service delivery across
Jammu and Kashmir. She
called for bringing added
transparency and efficiency
in medicine distribution for
patients in all district and
Sub-district hospitals as well
as health centres.

Sakeena Itoo Reviews
Functior
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The Minister asked the
Principals of all GMCs to
maintain  proper record
of medicines distributed
among patients at their re-
spective hospitals as well
as of those prescribed for
patients but not available in
their stocks.

Sakeena further stressed
on the management of JKM-
SCL to maintain quality stan-
dards in medical supplies
as well as machinery and
equipment being procured
by the corporation.

Acknowledging the role
of JKMSCL in upgrading the
healthcare  infrastructure
across J&K, she urged the
management to work to-
wards a more responsive and
efficient system that caters
to growing medical needs of
locals here.

While assessing the pur-
chase status of machinery and
other high end equipment for
various healthcare facilities of
J&K, Sakeena called upon the
management of the Corpora-
tion to reduce delays in pro-
curement and adopt an en-
hanced framework for timely
delivery of machinery and
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SAKEENA FURTHER STRESSED ON THE MANAGEMENT OF JKMSCL
to maintain quality standards in medical supplies as well as machinery and
equipment being procured by the corporation.

SCL

equipment. She directed the
JKMSCL management to ex-
pedite pending procurement
processes and ensure timely
delivery of medical supplies,
machinery and equipment,
especially in rural and remote
areas.

While reviewing the status
of the Drugs and Vaccine Dis-
tribution Management Sys-
tem (DVDMS) portal, Sakeena
Itoo stressed on the manage-
ment of JKMSCL for physical
monitoring of drugs being
distributed among various
health facilities. She asked
them to constitute teams for
conducting surprise inspec-
tions of drugs and medicines
being delivered to hospitals
and other facilities.

She further asked the
management of the corpo-
ration to take action against
officers who are yet to on-
board the DVDMS portal.

During the meeting, MD,
JKMSCL provided a detailed
presentation on procure-
ment mechanisms, supply
chain management, avail-
ability of medicines as well
as financial position of the
Corporation.

REBUTTAL

Distt Floriculture Office Refutes
Illegal Felling Of Trees In Rani Bagh

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The District Flo-
riculture Office Anantnag
strongly refuted the informa-
tion circulated on various me-
dia platforms regarding illegal
felling of trees in Rani Bagh.
While refuting the said in-
formation, the concerned of-
ficer of the department said,
"It has come to the notice

that misleading information
is being circulated regard-
ing allegedly illegal tree fell-
ing in Rani Bagh, Anantnag
which is factually incorrect
and baseless."

The facts are that only prun-
ing of dried and hazardous
branches of old Chinar trees
was carried out with due au-
thorization to ensure public
safety, he said.

Following an open auction
conducted on January 09, 2025
under the supervision of the
District Floriculture officer,
the process was conducted
transparently and in accor-
dance with regulations.

The public has been advised
to refrain from sharing mis-
leading information and have
been asked to verify facts from
the concerned authorities.

Three Schools From J&K & Ladakh
Recognized At Wipro Earthian Awards 2024

Observer News Service

BENGALURU: Wipro Limited,
a leading technology services
and consulting company, re-
cently held the 14th edition
of the Wipro Earthian Awards
2024 at Azim Premji Univer-
sity, Bengaluru. These awards
mark the culmination of an
annual program aimed at fos-
tering sustainability educa-
tion and recognizing schools
and colleges across India that
actively promote sustainable
action and thinking.
Government Boys Higher
Secondary  School, Mani-
gam, Jammu & Kashmir: The
school from the Kashmir Val-
ley received recognition for
its award-winning submis-
sion on solid waste manage-
ment. The students effectively
documented the challenges
posed by increasing waste and
highlighted the differences
between linear disposal meth-
ods and circular recycling/
reuse approaches. Their proj-
ect demonstrated a strong un-
derstanding of the solid waste
journey in their local area.
Lamdon School (Tsang Chu),
Ladakh: The team from this
Ladakh-based school provided
a unique perspective on water
management in the cold desert
environment. Although water
requirements are lower due
to the cold climate, the region
still faces challenges in storage
and distribution. The students
highlighted the difficulties of
managing water resources in
such an arid landscape. Jawa-
har Navodaya Vidyalaya, Leh,
Ladakh: This team explored

the shifting attitudes toward
climate change among the lo-
cal population. Their project
emphasized the significance
of ice stupas in glacial water
conservation and documented
how climate change has dis-
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The winning teams were
felicitated with certificates
and cash prizes by Anurag
Behar, Chief Executive
Officer, Azim Premji
Foundation, and Narayan
P.S., Global Head of
Sustainability and Social
Initiatives, Wipro Limited,
and Managing Trustee,
Wipro Foundation.

rupted daily life. The students
also demonstrated how the
school implements drip and
sprinkler irrigation methods
to manage water consump-
tion, a crucial practice for their
residential institution.

The winning teams were fe-
licitated with certificates and
cash prizes by Anurag Behar,
Chief Executive Officer, Azim
Premji Foundation, and Naray-
an P.S., Global Head of Sustain-
ability and Social Initiatives,
Wipro Limited, and Managing
Trustee, Wipro Foundation.

Speaking on the occasion,
Narayan P.S. said, “The annual
Wipro Earthian Awards is the
culmination of the 14th edi-
tion of Wipro’s long-running
program that seeks to ignite
interest and foster learning
in young minds on human-

ity’s unique relationship with
nature. Bringing students and
teachers together from schools
spread across the country, the
Wipro Earthian program is
designed to generate action-
based learning that celebrates
the underlying connected-
ness of the individual with
the larger fabric of community
and nature. We continue to be
inspired by the spirit of resil-
ience and optimism we see in
our young citizens as they get
ready to face the multiple chal-
lenges of sustainable develop-
ment the world faces.”

The Wipro Earthian Program
is one of India’s largest sustain-
ability education initiatives for
schools and colleges. The 2024
edition received over 1,500
project submissions, out of
which 23 winning entries and
43 shortlisted projects were se-
lected by an independent jury.
The winning teams showcased
their deep understanding of
biodiversity, waste, and water
conservation through a combi-
nation of activity-based learn-
ing and written essays.

Since its inception in 2011,
the Wipro Earthian pro-
gram has engaged with over
50,000 schools, 4,000 colleges,
200,000 students, and 40,000
teachers. This year, participa-
tion remained strong with
more than 1,500 submissions
from schools and over 700 from
colleges. The program’s reach
has expanded with support
from Wipro’s education part-
ners, including CEE, CPREEC,
Wild Eclogues, IIT Madras, [IM
Bangalore, state governments,
and educators in the SEN.

Dy CM Attends Shivratri

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Surinder Choudhary
attended several festivities
held to mark Maha Shivratri
celebrations at various places
in Rajouri district.

At the main function held
at Bhambla, the Deputy Chief
Minister prayed for peace
and prosperity of Jammu and
Kashmir. He said that these
festivals are a strong projec-
tor to the composite culture
of the region in which people
from all communities have
participated since ages.

"We should work together
for strengthening the mutual

Festivities At Rajouri, Jammu

brotherhood and our com-
posite culture and syncretic
traditions, which is the need

of the hour ", the Deputy
Chief Minister maintained.
On the occasion, the Deputy
Chief Minister inaugurated
several public utilities. He also
attended Shivratri festivities at
Kameshwar Mandir Akhnoor.
While interacting with the
devotees there, the Deputy
Chief Minister reiterated Gov-
ernment 's resolve for ensur-
ing quality deliverance of es-
sential services. He said that
requisite instructions stand
passed to the concerned and
the implementation is also
being closely monitored.

Religious Fervour Marks
Maha Shivratri Celebration
Across Ramban

Observer News Service

RAMBAN: The holy festival of
Maha Shivratri was celebrat-
ed with religious enthusiasm
and traditional gaiety across
Ramban district.

Maha Shivratri, known
as the ‘Great Night of Shiva,
holds immense significance
in Hindu tradition and is ob-
served on the new moon day
in the month of Maagha as
per the Hindu calendar.

On this auspicious oc-
casion, temples across the
district were beautifully
decorated and witnessed a
massive influx of devotees
since early morning.

A grand Shiv Shobha Yatra
was also taken out amid par-
ticipation of members of the
Maha Shivratri Celebration
Committee, including Neelam
Langhe, Kunal Magotra, Go-
pal Raina, and Raju Sharma,
along with numerous reli-

gious and political leaders
and prominent citizens.

The Yatra commenced from
Pracheen Shiv Mandir, Maitra,
passing through Govind Pura
Maitra, Boli Bazaar, and Main
Bazaar, before culminating at
Raghunath Mandir.

The district and police ad-
ministration had made elabo-
rate security and logistical
arrangements to ensure a
smooth and peaceful celebra-
tion. People from different
communities, including men,
women, and children, stood
alongside the procession
route, welcoming the Yatra
with great devotion.

To mark the occasion, Lan-
gars were organized at Maitra
by Sanatan Dharm Sabha and
at Ramban by local residents,
offering Prasad to devotees.
The festival witnessed wide-
spread participation, reflecting
the spirit of unity and devotion
among the people of Ramban.

CEC Extends Winter Vacation For
Schools In Kargil Till Mar-15

Observer News Service
KARGIL: Amid inclement
weather, the Chief Execu-

tive Councillor (CEC) of La-
dakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council (LAHDC)
Kargil Wednesday extended
winter vacations for all govern-
ment and private schools till
March-15.

Earlier on December-04-2024,
the Chief Education Officer (CEO)
Kargil had announced a phased
manner of winter vacations
for all government and private
schools in the district.

For classes from Ist to 8th,
the vacations were ordered
from December-5-2024 to
March-5-2025 and for class-
es 9th to 12th, the vacations
were scheduled from Decem-
ber-15-2024 to March-5-2025.

Chairman and Chief Execu-

tive Councillor (CEC) of LAHDC
Kargil, Dr. Mohd Jaffer Akhoon
on Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing at the Council Secretariat
to review the ongoing winter
conditions and their impact on
educational institutions.

Officials said, “In light of
heavy snowfall and extreme
cold, the CEC announced the ex-
tension of winter vacations for
both government and private
schools until March-15- 2025.”

The meeting was attended
by Executive Councillor Kacho
Mohd Feroz, Executive Council-
lor Aga Syed Mujtaba, Deputy
Commissioner Kargil Shrikant
Suse, and Chief Education Of-
ficer Kargil.

“This decision was made to
ensure the safety and well-be-
ing of students and staff amid
the region’s harsh weather con-
ditions,” the officials said.

Road In Hajin Along River
Jhelum Caves In

Agencies

SRINAGAR: People of Hajin area
in Bandipora are caught in a
panicky situation as a major por-
tion of road along embankment
of Jhelum river in the area has
caved in wake of fresh down-
pour, reports and locals said.

Reports reaching news agen-
cy Kashmir Bulletin, said that
a major portion of the road in
Sheikh Mohalla Hajin, has al-
ready withered away, even as
cracks grow wider with each
passing hour.

The worrying development
has been a cause of concern for
the local populace, who have
been decrying official apathy
towards the matter.

"The road had shown signs
of dilapidation some months
before, but no one has come
forward to do anything, leav-
ing us at the sheer mercy of Al-
mighty,” said a group of locals,
as per news agency Kashmir
Bulletin.

"We have time and again
asked the authorities and public
representatives to intervene and
get the road renovated, but to
our misfortune no one has liter-
ally turned up to help us,” they
said, adding, "May be they are
awaiting some tragedy to occur,
so that they visit us and get some
mileage for themselves."

"All that we demand for, is
the immediate assessment of
the damage and subsequent
renovation of the road to save
the public lives and property,”
they said, while expressing
hope that the authorities would
be visiting the area soon.

The locals have also said that
the power supply to the area
has also got disrupted, throw-
ing normal life out of gear.

In a related development,
authorities paying heed to the
pleas of the public, have re-
portedly visited the area and
assured that necessary works
on the road will be taken up
within the next two days. (KB)
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