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Climate Change Tightens Grip

Kashmir's Rivers At Record Lows Amidst Dry Spell

Agencies

Srinagar: The snowless winter 
and prolonged dry spell have 
deterred the recharging of water 
reservoirs with majority of the 
streams and river Jhelum flowing 
at below ‘zero level’.

River Jhelum, the lifeline of 
Kashmir, continues to witness the 
receding water level.

At Sangam, the Jhelum’s water 
level has touched -1.01 ft, which 

is below the Reduced Level (RL) 
of zero of gauge while at Ram 
Munshi Bagh, it stood at 3.52 feet 
and at Asham, the level has fallen 
to 0.75 feet.

As per the Irrigation & Flood 
Control Department’s ‘Kashmir 
Flood Watch’, some of the nal-
lahs including Lidder, Rambiyara, 
Ferozpora (Drung) and Pohru 
(Seelu) are also flowing below the 
RL of zero of gauge.

The officials | More on P10

79% rainfall deficit cripples 

water reserves

65% of water sources face 

severe depletion

Jhelum’s water level dips 

below zero at Sangam

Lidder, Rambiyara, and 

Pohru streams drying up

Baglihar Hydel Project 

struggles with low  

water flow

Khelo India Winter  

Games postponed

Foreign tourist arrivals 

plummet.

Environmentalists warn  

of worsening droughts

Lack of snowfall  

threatens Kashmir’s 

agriculture, horticulture

Govt struggles to ensure 

drinking water supply

Unchecked urban expansion 

worsening crisis

Kashmir's Vital Achabal Spring Runs Dry

Hydropower 
Generation  
Dips By 84%

O
wing to the less snow-
fall and low water level, 
in the past one month, 

the hydel power generation 
from the power plants across 
Jammu and Kashmir has further 
reduced by five percent.
Overall, the hydro power gen-
eration from the local plants 
in Jammu and Kashmir has 
reduced by 84.17 percent.
In the month of January, 
the Power Development 
Department (PDD) was generat-
ing nearly | More on P10

Lack Of Snowfall  
Hits Kashmir’s 
Winter Tourism

T
he prolonged dry spell has 
significantly impacted the 
tourism industry, with a 

noticeable decline in bookings 
and a rise in cancellations, 
particularly in Gulmarg, a top 
winter destination.
Aqib Chaya, a prominent 
hotelier and President of the 
Hoteliers Club Gulmarg, high-
lighted that the severe shortage 
of snowfall this season has 
affected business across the 
valley. Chaya said that the post-
ponement of the | More on 10

Fresh WD Likely To Bring Rain, Snow

T
he Meteorological department Srinagar has said that Jammu and Kashmir is set to receive light to 
heavy rainfall and snowfall as fresh western disturbance is approaching.
The disturbances are expected to cause widespread precipitation across the Union Territory.

The weather is expected to remain mostly dry today with no significant rainfall predicted. However, 
light rain is anticipated on February 18. By February 19, a more widespread spell of rain is likely, with 
moderate rainfall forecasted for several districts. On February 20, the intensity is expected | More on P10

In Rare Gesture, PM Receives 
'Brother' Qatar Emir At Airport

Govt Probing  
Kathua Deaths: CM

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Monday expressed 
grief over the mysterious deaths 
of two men in a remote village 
in Kathua district and said he 
has asked the concerned offi-
cers to probe the matter.

Bodies of Roshan Lal, 45, and 
Shamsher, 37, were retrieved 
from the banks of a stream in 
Batheri village in Billawar on 
Sunday and preliminary informa-
tion revealed that the deceased 
had been strangled to death.

"Deeply anguished by the 
tragic death of two persons at 
Billawar, Kathua. My thoughts 
and prayers are with their fami-
lies during this difficult time. 
My office is in touch with the 
local MLA and the concerned 
officers have been asked to 
investigate the cause of these 
deaths,” Abdullah wrote on X.

Station House Officer of 
Billawar Police Station, Jitender 
Singh, said police had already 
registered a murder case in the 
incident | More on P10

HM To Review Implementation 
Of New Criminal Laws In J&K
LG, CM To Attend High-level Meet In Delhi

Accused Gets 27 Yrs RI for 
'Rape of Minor'

ARMS LICENSE SCAM

Court Seeks MHA Decision On  
3 IAS Officers’ Prosecution

Lack of Coordination 
Stalls Schemes In 
J&K: Rijiju
Observer News Service

Srinagar- Union Minister for 
Parliamentary Affairs and 
Minority Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, 
said that a lack of coordination 
between Jammu and Kashmir 
administration and the ministry 
of Minority Affairs had affected 
the implementation of schemes 
and disbursement of funds.

Speaking to the media, Rijiju 
said that ministry-related meet-
ings were held, and officers from 
J&K’s social welfare department 
provided updates about ongo-
ing schemes. “Earlier, there was 
not enough funding. I have seen 
where the problem is,” he said.

Rijiju stated that projects and 
schemes must be uploaded on 
the portal before they can be 
considered for funding.

He said that the ministry 
aimed to provide support in the 
health, education, and sports 
sectors, as well as in local handi-
crafts and handloom. He also 
mentioned that a project has 
been proposed | More on P10

T
he famous Achabal spring, a vi-
tal water source in Kashmir, has 
completely dried up, leaving 

many people struggling for drinking 
water. Reports indicate that 65% of 
water sources across the region are 
facing severe depletion, contributing 
to drought-like conditions.

Environmental experts attribute 
this crisis to climate change and glob-
al warming, which have significantly 

impacted the lower Himalayan re-
gion. "The Jhelum River, Kashmir's 
main water source, has recorded its 
lowest levels in decades. Other wa-
ter sources, including subsoil water, 
are also drying up," environmentalist 
Aijaz Rasool said.

While some wetlands, such as 
Hokersar, have shown improve-
ment due to temporary conserva-
tion measures, experts | More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A trial court in 
Ganderbal district has sen-
tenced a man to 27 years 
of rigorous imprisonment 
for raping and abducting a 
minor. The court convicted 
Mohammad Saleem Taploo 
for offences under section 4 
of the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act 
(POCSO) and section 363 of 
the Ranbir Penal Code (RPC), a 
police spokesperson said.

"The court convicted the 
accused for both the of-
fences with the quantum of 
punishment being rigorous 
imprisonment for a term of 
seven years and a fine of Rs 
25,000 for kidnapping which 
would run separately with a 
rigorous imprisonment for 
a term of 20 years and a fine 
of Rs 50,000 for the offences 
against POCSO," the spokes-
person said.

In a separate case, police 
secured a conviction against 

Aamir Ashraf Zargar for of-
fences under sections 363 of 
the RPC (abduction) and 376 
of the RPC (rape). "The court 
sentenced the accused to im-
prisonment for a term of seven 
years and a fine of Rs 10,000 
for kidnapping and seven years 
term and a fine of Rs 25,000 for 
the offence of rape. Both sen-
tences will run concurrently," 
the spokesperson said.

In the third case, registered 
under 8/20, 29 NDPS Act, 
Ganderbal Police secured con-
viction against two accused 
persons namely Sahil Ahmad 
Khan son of Manzoor Ahmad 
Khan | More on P10

Army Fully Capable To Handle 
Any Border Challenge: LG

Stresses On Public-Private Partnerships

L
ieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Monday emphasised the role of public-
private partnerships to empower 

youth by improving infrastructure, provid-
ing opportunities and opening up new 
avenues in diverse sectors in the Union 

Territory. “Public-Private Partnerships can 
provide us an extensive network of skilling 
and entrepreneurship projects and we 
can take these facilities to the grassroots 
levels,” Sinha said. Addressing a gathering 
after inaugurating the | More on P10

Observer News Service

Jammu: Amid several inci-
dents of cross-border firing 
and an IED attack along the 
LoC recently, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Monday said the 
Indian Army is fully capable 
of dealing with any type of 
situation on the borders and 
is giving a befitting response 
to enemy forces.

He also asserted that there 
will be no pause in anti-
terror operations as clear di-
rections have been given to 
security agencies to wipe out 
the menace and ensure peace 
and tranquillity in the region.

“Indian Army is fully ca-
pable and giving a befitting 

response on the border,” Sinha 
told reporters on the sidelines 
of a sports event here.

He was responding to 
a question on the recent 
incidents on the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu re-
gion where two army per-
sonnel, including a captain, 

were killed in an Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED) at-
tack carried out by sus-
pected terrorists in Akhnoor 
sector of Jammu region on 
February 11.

Two army personnel were 
also injured in separate inci-
dents of cross-border firing 
along the LoC in Rajouri and 
Poonch districts, while one 
more army personnel was 
injured in a landmine explo-
sion last week.

Indian Army’s retalia-
tory action also resulted in 
“heavy casualties” on the 
Pakistani side.

Ceasefire violation along 
the borders in J&K is rare 
ever since India and Pakistan 
renewed | More on P10

KO Web Desk

New Delhi: Emir of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
who arrived here on Monday 
on a two-day state visit to India, 
will meet President Droupadi 
Murmu and hold talks with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on February 18.

Extending a rare gesture of 
hospitality, PM Modi went to 
the airport to receive the Emir 
of Qatar, who arrived in Delhi in 
the evening.

"Went to the airport to 

welcome my brother, Amir of 
Qatar H H Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani. Wishing him a 
fruitful stay in India and looking 
forward to our meeting tomor-
row," the prime minister said in 
a post on X.

The Emir of Qatar's visit will 
provide "further momentum 
to our growing multifaceted 
partnership", the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) said in a 
statement on Saturday.

The Emir of Qatar will be ac-
companied by a high-level del-
egation,  | More on P10

Agencies

Srinagar: The Jammu Kashmir 
and Ladakh High Court has di-
rected the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) to submit its 
final decision on the prosecu-
tion sanction of three IAS of-
ficers allegedly involved in the 
arms license scam.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Tashi Rabstan 
and Justice M.A. Chowdhary 
ordered the MHA to file an 
Action Taken Report regarding 
Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, 
Niraj Kumar, and Yasha 
Mudgal, all former District 
Magistrates of Udhampur, be-
fore the next hearing.

The J&K government had 
forwarded their prosecution 
sanction request to MHA on 
December 27, 2024.

The court's directive 
came in response to a Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL No. 

09/2012) filed by Sheikh 
Mohammad Shafi and others, 
highlighting delays in grant-
ing prosecution sanctions 
against eight IAS officers al-
legedly involved in the scam. 
The petitioners' counsel, 
Advocate S.S. Ahmed, argued 
that both MHA and the J&K 
government were deliber-
ately stalling the process to 
shield high-profile officers, 
despite the CBI's recommen-
dation for prosecution.

Earlier, the MHA had 

granted prosecution sanction 
against Rajeev Ranjan, former 
DM Kupwara, in a related case. 
However, Ahmed pointed out 
that the J&K government had 
advised against prosecution 
in its status reports dated 
December 5 and December 
20, 2023, exposing what he 
termed a "malafide intention" 
to protect bureaucrats.

Senior Additional Advocate 
General (AAG) Mohsin Qadri, 
representing the J&K govern-
ment, stated that the sta-
tus report from the General 
Administration Department 
(GAD) was yet to be consid-
ered by the court. The Division 
Bench, however, referred to a 
hard copy of the report pre-
viously submitted in open 
court.

Directing the MHA to clarify 
its stance, the court scheduled 
the next hearing for March 20, 
next month. (KNT)

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a significant devel-
opment, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah will chair a high-
level meeting on Tuesday to 
review the implementation of 
new criminal laws in Jammu & 
Kashmir.

Sources said that the meeting 
will be attended by Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah, and 
top officials from the central 
government and Jammu and 
Kashmir as well.

They said that the meeting 
will start at 11 am in the min-
istry of Home Affairs office in 
North Block, New Delhi.

A close aide to Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah confirmed that 
he has been invited to attend 
the meeting.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita and the Bharatiya 
Sakshya Adhiniyam replaced 
the colonial-era Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), the Code of Criminal 
Procedure CrPC) and the Indian 

Evidence Act of 1872 after new 
criminal laws came into effect 
from July 1 last year. 

Notably, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah has been 
chairing similar review meet-
ings on the implementation of 
three new criminal laws in oth-
er states. He asked the states to 
establish a model Directorate of 
Prosecution system in line with 
the new criminal laws.

The Home Minister said that 
the Narendra Modi government 
is committed to providing a 
speedy and transparent justice 
system to the countrymen.

He said that to strengthen 
law and order, it | More on P10
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Srinagar | Tuesday  | 18-02-20252

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DIVISION SHOPIAN

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Notice Inviting E-Tenders-NIT No.19/JSDS of 2024-25 Dt:-15.02.2025
Notice Inviting E-Tenders-NIT No.19/JSDS of 2024-25 Dt:-15.02.2025 

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Jand K U.T, e-tenders on percentage basis are invited in Single cover 

system from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&KU.T Govt. for the following works: - 

 

 

1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information , eligibility criteria , specifications , bill of quantities (BOQ) set to 

terms and conditions of contract and other details can  be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website 

www.jktenders.gov.in from :- 

 

 

1. Publishing date  17.02.2025 09.00AM 

2. Download Date Starts  17.02.2025 09.00AM 

3. BID Submission Date Starts  17.02.2025 09.00AM 

4. BID Submission Date Ends  24.02.2025 02.00 PM 

5. Date of opening of tenders  24.02.2025 03.00 PM 

 

 

The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website www.jktenders.gov.in and The bids uploaded shall be 
opened online on above mentioned date by the Executive Engineer JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DIVISION SHOPIAN in presence 

of the bidders who may wish to be present. In case of holiday or office happening to be closed on the basis of opening of 

the bid, the same will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue. 

 

2. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies (on 100dpi) of all necessary documents like Cost of 

Tender document in the form of Treasury Challan (MH-0215)  in favour of Executive Engineer JAL 

SHAKTI (PHE) DIVISION SHOPIAN /  latest GST clearance certificate /Registration card duly 
renewed along with Verification/BID Security in the form of EMD as per above. The date of 

CDR/FDR/BG should be between the date of start of bid and bid submission end date.After opening of 

tenders online, the 1st lowest bidder shall be asked to deposit the CDR/FDR pledged to tender receiving 

authority and other documents in original. The CDR/ FDR and other documents in original shall be 
deposited within two Days positively after opening of tenders. The EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR of the 

successful bidder will be retained as performance security deposit till expiry of defect liability period, 

whereas the EMD of unsuccessful bidders will be returned latest by 30 days after award of the contract. 

The check list of documents is attached with the NIT & bidders are advised to recheck the uploaded 

documents as per the Check list.  

 

3. Contractor / Bidder who fails to submit the CDR/FDR / Treasury Challans as required; there EMD will be 
forfeited besides they will be barred/prohibited from participating in the Tendering process for a period 

of Six Months (06 Months) in the first instance. Their online uploaded tenders will not be considered for 

the said period. 

4. Contractor who shall be allotted the work has to start the work within the stipulated time period after 

the date of allotment as the work is of very important nature. 
5. The department shall not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids due to any reason what so ever. 

6. The tenders shall remain valid for 90 days.(Ninety Days ) 
 

7. As soon as the contract is fixed with the successful bidder, he has to enter into an agreement with the 

department.  

8. The earnest money shall be forfeited if:- 

a. Any bidder withdraws his bid during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in terms & 

condition of the bid. 

S. 
NO. 

NAME OF WORK 
Advertised 

Amount (Rs in 
lacs) 

Earnest 
Money 

(EMD) Rs 

Time for 
completio

n 

Class of 
Contract 

Cost of 
Tender 

document 
(Rs) 

Major Head of 
Account 

Tender opening 
authority 

1 

 Providing of Raw water main from 
Singloo Nallah to SSFP Kundalan and 
Providing of Filter Media to SSFP 
Kundalan for WSS Manzimpora. 

14.00 42000 30 BEE/CEE 200/- JJM Ex. Engineer 

b. The successful bidder fails to execute an agreement with the department within 10 days after fixation 
of contract. 

9. The tender opening authority reserves the right to accept/reject the bid without assigning any reason thereof. 

10. The work is to be completed within the time limit specified in the NIT. In case of delay in completion of 

work due to contractors fault beyond stipulated time of completion the contractor shall be liable to pay 

liquidated damages at the rate of 0.5 % of the contract value (half percent) per week of delay. However, 

such liquidated damages shall not exceed 10%  of  the  total  contract  value  of  the  item,  or  a  part  

thereof, delayed. 
11. The contractor has to dump the sufficient quantity of pipes in the Divisional store as directed by Engineer-in-Charge 

for use in exigencies. The payment for supply item will be paid as per relevant item of BOQ. 

12. No price escalation will be paid for completion of the work within stipulated time or extended date of 

completion due to any reason whatsoever. 

13. Retention money/Security deposit shall be 10% of the contract value. The Security Deposit is to be 

recovered at the rate of 10% of bill amount from Running Account Bills and shall be released after 

completion of the defect liability period i.e; 12 months after the issuance of completion certificate by the 

Engineer-in-Charge. 
14. All items of works shall conform to Specifications as per Relevant IS codes and as directed by the 

Engineer-in Charge. 

15. The contractor shall be solely responsible for carrying out the mandatory tests required or as decided by 

Engineer-in-charge for the quality control at his own costs. The cost of conducting all tests shall be borne 

by the contractor and shall be deemed to have been included in the quoted percentage rate tendered. 

Nothing extra shall be payable on this account. 

16. The pipe material on order shall be inspected by 3rd party like M/S CEIL or M/S RITES in 

case of GI/DI pipes and M/S CIPET  in case of HDPE Pipes. 

The 3rd party inspection & testing of HDPE pipes shall confirm to the following quality 

control and testing parameters. 

Type-PE-100PN-10HDPE pipes 

Technical specifications:IS4984/14151/12786/13488-1 

The quality of the pipes including 3rd party certificates shall be examined and approved 

finally by the Executive Engineer QCPD Srinagar. 
17.  In case of tie for the position of Ist lowest bidder the bids should be out rightly rejected and the work 

shall be put to fresh tenders 
18. The date of start of work shall be reckoned within one week from the date of issuance of LOI/Contract 

allotment as the case may be. 

19. The Contract shall be terminated, In case contractor fails to start /complete the work, within the 

stipulated time period, his CDR/Earnest Money/additional performance deposit shall be forfeited after 

termination of the contract. Besides, defaulting contractor shall be barred/ Prohibited  from taking part 

in future tendering process in PHE Department at least for Six Months  

20. The employer may terminate the contract if the contractor causes a fundamental breach of the contract. 
The fundamental breach of contract will include:- 

a) Continuous stoppage of Work for a period of 07 days without authorization of Engineer in-charge. 

b) The contractor fails to start /complete the work, within the stipulated time period.  

Pursuant to the process of termination of defaulted contract, the employer reserves the right to invite 

fresh tender for the balance work at the risk and cost of defaulter contractor. Besides, his Performance 

Security/Retention Money shall be forfeited after termination of the contract and defaulting contractor 

shall be debarred from taking works in PHE Department at least for one year. 

21. Any kind of damage which may occur to any work during the course of execution due to torrential 

rains/heavy snow fall/cyclone/floods etc. shall be the responsibility of the bidder till the work is finally 

handed-over to the Department. 
22. The taxes viz. Income tax, GST & Cess shall be deducted from the bidders’ claims as admissible under rules. 

23. The bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities). In no case they should 

attempt to create similar BOQ manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling percentage rate 

inclusive of all taxes & it should be saved with the same name as it contains. 
24. Instructions to Bidders:- 

a) Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from 

“Bidders Manual” on website www.jktenders.gov.in acquaint bid submission process. 

b) To participate in bidding process bidders have to get Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) as per information 

Technology Act 2000 

c)  Bidders can get Digital Signature certificate from approved vendors. 

d) The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No financial bids 
will be accepted in Physical form. 

e) Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents like PAN/TIN/ E-Chalan/ 

Tenderers Address Format / Registration Card fully renewed. 

f) The percentage rates quoted by the bidder shall be entirely in Indian Rupees and the rates quoted shall be 

deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto completion of work unless otherwise specified. 

25. The payment shall be made only after the funds are received on this account from higher authorities 

under Major Head of Account as shown against each. 
26. Photographic evidence during, before and after the execution of work is a must and shall be the sole 

responsibility of the contractor.  

27. Other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD Form-25. 

 

 

:-Accorded by Chief Engineer PHE Kashmir vide order No;-CE/PHE/DB/12 of 

e    

Position of AAA:-Accorded vide No’s:-Accorded by Chief Engineer PHE Kashmir vide order No;-CE/PHE/DB/12 of 
07/2024 Dt:-08.07.2024
No:-JSDS/3462-75
DIPK-12065/24  Dated:-17.02.2025 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

 JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DIVISION SHOPIAN

Govt. Of Jammu & Kashmir (U.T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD(R&B) DIVISION VAILOO

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NIT No.88/8433-42 of R&B/Vailoo /2024-2025/e-tendering/ 

DATED:17/02/2025

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory J&K e-tenders (In Single cover sys-
tem) are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State 
Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works.

S. 
No

Name of Work Approved 
Amount 
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.in form of 
Treasury chal-
len / Receipt 
(in Rs )

Earne 
st Mone 
y(2% of 
Adv.Cost)
(in Rs .)

Time of 
comple-
tion

Project 
Intending 
Depart-
ment

Class of 
Contrac-
tor

Major 
Head of 
account

1 Construction of 
Library Room 
at High School 
Chowgam

   23.071 800 46142 60 Days Education BEE/CEE 
Class

PAB

Position of AA: Accorded 
Position of TS: Accorded

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, 
Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be 
seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates 
given below:

1.   Date of Issue of Tender Notice 17.02.2025
2. Period of Downloading of bidder documents. From 17.02.2025  04.00 pm
3. Bid submission Start Date From 17.02.2025   04.00 pm
4. Bid Submission End Date To 24.02. 2025 04.00 pm
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 25.02.2025 at 10.00 A.M in the Office of the 

Executive Engineer R&B Division Vailoo

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Receipt/ challan remitted in Head-
0059 and Earnest Money for 2% of Advertised Cost in shape of CDR/ FDR only. Pledged to Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) 
Division vailoo (tender receiving authority) (Name of work or ENIT no. and Item No. to be mentioned on the Treasury receipt/ 
challan (The date of Treasury receipt /Challan should be between the date of start of bid end Bid submission End date ) pledged 
to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Vailoo (Tendering Inviting Authority) . 5% Performance Security of the allotted cost 
in the shape of CDR/ FDR by the Successful bidder. Minimum of Two bids are necessary to decide L-1 bidder in case of Contractors.
2. The Ist Lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of allotted cost as performance Security in the shape 
of CDR/FDR within 07 days before fixation of contract and shall be released after successful completion of defective liability 
period of the work.
3. The EMD of 2% of successful bidders shall be released after receipt of 5% Performance Security.
4. Only those contractors are eligible for taking part in the bidding process whose contractor registration card is en-
rolled online on the JKPWDOMS portal.
5. The Advertised is cost is inclusive of GST@18%. The bidder has to quote the rate exclusive of GST.
6. Security Deposit shall be deposited by the contractor within 10 days of issuance of LOI, failing which the concerned tender
7. The contractor shall initiate the work within 10 days of entering into the agreement, failing which the undersigned 
shall terminate the contract and issue a fresh tender after imposing penalties viz forfeit security/LD as per T&C of the Bid docu-
ment and recommend contractor for blacklisting.
8. The work shall be completed by the concerned contractor as per the timeline stipulated in the bid document/agreement, fail-
ing which action shall be initiated against contractor by forfeiting EMD and shall be recommended for blacklisting. 
9. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bid-
ders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online 
on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division vailoo (tender receiving authority).
10. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
11. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the 
terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
22 The intending bidders should write the name of work / serial No. of NIT and item No. on the Treasury receipt / chal-
lan while uploading their bids .
23 All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form)

-Sd/-
Executive Engineer 

DIPK-12080/24  PWD(R&B) Division Vailoo
dated: 17-02-2025 

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

SKILL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE, BANDIPORA

Email: gpbandipora@gmail.com                   URL: www.gpcbandipora.org
 
NO: Gpc-Bpr/Estt/2024-25/856                                                            DATED: 15-02-2025

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Expression of Interest is invited from the Book Sellers/Suppliers/Publishers registered with Associa-
tion of Indian Publishers and Book Supplier or Federation Publishers and Booksellers Association 
of India to supply Textbooks/reference/Journals/E-books/E-Journals to this institution quoting 
therein the rates of discount and quality. The Expression of Interest accompanied with the CDR of 
Rs. 6000/= must reach this office within five days from the issuance of this notification. Suppliers 
need to produce registration certificates of AIPBS/FPBAI in original with attestation copies of GST 
Registration and latest ITR. The application form along with Terms and Conditions and book list 
shall be available in office of the undersigned during office hours and on College website (www.
gpcbandipora.org)

S/d
    Principal

Government Polytechnic College
DIPK-12091/24  Bandipora
dated: 17-02-2025 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I have applied for the issuance of  Pesticides License. If 
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of the Plant Projection Officer Lal 
Mandi Srinagar within seven days. After that no objection shall 
be entertained. 
Irfan Ahmad Dar 
S/o Ghulam RasooL Dar  fko
R/o Palhallan Pattan Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I, Ishfaq Ah Mir, proprietor of Mustafa Agro Pesticides, located 
at seeloo sopore, hereby declare that I am applying for a 
pesticide license as per the applicable laws and regulations. If 
any individual or authority has any objections regarding this 
application, they may submit their concerns to the relevant 
authorities within  15 days from the date of this notice.

For any queries, please contact: [91498612971
 Ishfaq Ah Mir
Proprietor Of  Mustafa Agro Pesticides fko

PUBLIC NOTICE 

My name has been incorrectly written on my Aadhaar card as 
Irshad Ah Chopan, whereas my correct name is Arshid Ahmad 
Chopan. I now wish to correct the same.
If anyone has any objections in this regard, he/she may file 
them in the concerned office within seven days. After this 
period, no objections shall be entertained.
Arshid Ahmad Chopan
S/o Munwar Chopan fko
R/o Sindoo Shirmal, Tehsil Keegam, District Shopian

From Office of the Advocate  
M. Afzal Najar

In the case of 
1.Peerzada Ghulam Jeelani 
2 . Peerzada Tanveer Ahmad  
Both Sons of Peerzada Ghulam Ahmad 
R/o Tapper wari para Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla. 

Vs 
Public At Large

In the Petition in terms of Section 148-A

The caveators have reason to believe that Non-Caveator may 
file any Application, Petition, Ap- peal, Suit or any other type 
of proceeding before the Hon'ble Court and on the ground of 
distorted facts/misrepresentation and cooked story and may 
seed in obtaining some relief/order at their back/in exparte 
against the caveators and in such eventuality the caveators 
will be put in irrepa- rable loss and inconvenience. It would be 
proper that caveators be given an opportunity of being heard 
by the Hon'ble court before passing any order. 
fko Sd/advocate

PUBLIC  NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in Adhar card 
bearing number 437505891673 the name  is  entered as 
SAHIL ABBAS BHAT  while my actual name SUHAIL ABBAS.  
Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody having any 
objection may contact Concern department with in a period of 
seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.
SUHAIL ABBAS 
S/o FIRDOUS AHMAD BHAT  mcb
R/o DAFPORA  BUDGAM CELL. 7889906052

PUBLIC  NOTICE

This is information for the general public that in Adhar card 
bearing No 449145731478 of my daughter the name is entered 
as ANAMTA FATIMA  while her actual name is AABRU FATIMA.  
Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody having any 
objection may contact concern department with in a period of 
seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.
Javied Ahmad Mir 
F/o Aabru Fatima  mcb
R/o SONEPAH  BUDGAM 
CELL. 8803329745

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub... issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

PUBLIC NOTICE...

The registar birth BDO Singapora has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Hameeda Akhter D/o Zaffar Ali Dar R/o 
Trikolbal Hanjiwera Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with verified 
date of birth 31/12/2017 occurred at home in this connection 
if any body having objection for issuance of said certificate he 
may contact to this office within 04 days after that no objec-
tion shall be entertained..

fko

Apply For The 13th Batch Of SBI Youth For India Fellowship
•	 Open to Indian citizens, Overseas Citizens of India(OCIs), and citizens of Nepal and Bhutan

•	 A 13 month Paid Fellowship Programme offers fresh graduates and young professionals the chance to create sustainable solutions for rural development.

J
ammu: SBI Foundation, the CSR arm of the 
State Bank of India Group, has announced 
the registrations for the 13th Batch of its 
flagship program, the SBI Youth for India 

Fellowship, inviting applications from young, 
dynamicindividuals eager to contribute to 
rural development.
The 13-month-long program offers a structured 
opportunity for educated urban youth – gradu-
ates and young professionals - between the age 
of 21-32 years, to collaborate with rural commu-
nities and 13 reputed Partner NGOs across India 
to drive meaningful change in society. Aspirants 
can apply throughhttp://apply.youthforindia.org 
Applicants for the SBI YFI Fellowship program 
must be Indiancitizens, Overseas Citizens of 
India (OCI), or citizens of Bhutan or Nepal who 
are passionate about advancing sustainable 

development objectives in rural areas.
Emphasizing the significance of the Fellowship 
in empowering youth to contribute to India's 
progress, Mr. Sanjay Prakash, Managing Direc-
tor & CEO, SBI Foundation said, “The SBIYouth 
for India Fellowship aligns with the vision of 
a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by empowering the youth to 
drive transformative change in rural India. By 
working on 12 crucial thematic areas such as 
education, women’s empowerment, and rural 
livelihoods, and more, the Fellows not only 
contribute to community development but 
also build their own leadership and problem-
solving skills. We invite passionate young 
minds to join us in shaping the future of our 
nation and creating lasting impact.”
Over the past 12 years, 640 Fellows have sig-
nificantly contributed to community develop-

ment across these key areas. The program has 
positively impacted more than 1,50,000 lives 
through various grassroots interventions and 
community engagement initiatives in over 250 

villages spanning 20 States across India.
Some of the notable SBI Youth for India alumni 
include Siddharth Daga (YFI 2016-17 Batch), 
Co-founder of NeoMotion, which customises 
Tech-Enabled Wheelchairs, who recently drew 
appreciation from Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for the vision. Another former 
Fellow is Nupur Poharkar (YFI 2020-21 Batch), 
who founded ‘PIRUL Handicrafts’ in 2020 
mobilising a group of women in the villagesof 
Uttarakhand to address the environmental is-
sue of pine waste and turning it around to cre-
ate beautiful home decor products. Her efforts 
have removed 2000 kg of pine waste, which is 
one of the major causes of forest fires in hills.
The SBI YFI Fellowship focuses on 12 thematic 
areas, including Health, Rural Livelihood, Food 
Security, Environmental Protection, Education, 

Water, Technology, Women’s Empowerment, Self-
Governance, Social Entrepreneurship, Traditional 
Craft, and Alternate Energy. Fellows work on one 
of these themes based on their interests during 
the 13-month program. Post-completion of the 
Fellowship, 70% of our Fellows have pursued 
meaningfulcareers in the social sector by working 
in Rural Development, Public Policy/Governance, 
Academia, etc., thereby enabling positive change.
In addition to an experiential learning oppor-
tunity, the SBI YFI Fellowship offers hands-on 
experience in grassroots development, equip-
ping the youth with leadership, problem-
solving, and project management skills. After 
completing the 13-month program, Fellows 
are equipped and inspired to build impactful 
careers in social entrepreneurship, and devel-
opment sectors. 
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This Day In History
• 749- Smoke Shell ascends to the throne of the Maya city 

of Copán

• 1219- Jerusalem re-taken by the Christian Crusader 
kingdom in a peace treaty between Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick II and Egyptian ruler Al-Kamil

• 1268- The Livonian Brothers of the Sword are defeated by 
Dovmont of Pskov in the Battle of Rakovor.

• 1332- Amda Seyon I, Emperor of Ethiopia begins his 
campaigns in the southern Muslim provinces.

• 1478- George, Duke of Clarence, convicted of treason 
against his older brother Edward IV of England, is 
privately executed in the Tower of London (allegedly by 
being drowned in a butt of Malmsey wine).

• 1503- Henry Tudor (later Henry VIII) appointed Prince of 
Wales, heir apparent to the English throne

• 536- Francis I, King of France and Suleiman I of the 
Ottoman Empire sign military and trade agreement 
against King Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor

• 1713- French invade under Jacques Cassard on Curacao

• 1814- The Battle of Montereau; victory of French 
under Napoleon Bonaparte against Austrians and 
Württembergers under the King of Württemberg.

• 1879- Arabs capture Egyptian premier Nabar Pasha

• 1879- French Sculptor Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi is 
awarded a US patent for his design for the Statue of 
Liberty [1]

• 1884- Russian police seize all copies of Leo Tolstoy's book 
"What I Believe In"

• 1896- Cave of Winds at Niagara Falls goes almost dry for 
first time in 50 yrs

• 1900- Battle at Paardeberg, 1,270 British killed/injured

• 1900- British troops occupy Monte Christo, Natal

• 1901- Winston Churchill makes his maiden speech in the 
British House of Commons.

• 1908- 1st US postage stamps in rolls issued

• 1908- The American ambassador to Japan is given a 
note by the Japanese in which they agree to restrict 
Japanese emigration to the US; this becomes known as 
the 'Gentlemen's Agreement'

• 1911- The first official flight with air mail takes place in 
Allahabad, British India, when Henri Pequet, a 23-year-
old pilot, delivers 6,500 letters to Naini, about 10 km away.

• 1913- President Francisco Madero of Mexico is 
overthrown

• 1915 Germany begins a blockade of Britain

• 1916 The last German garrison in the German colony of 
Cameroons surrenders

• 1917 First major strike of the Russian "February 
Revolution" starts at the giant Putilov factory in 
Petrograd [NS=Mar 3]

• 1918- Germany renews its offensive against the Russians, 
making dramatic gains against disorganized and 
dispirited Russian troops

• 1924- US Secretary of the Navy Edwin Denby resigns due 
to Teapot Dome scandal

• 1927- US & Canada open diplomatic relations

• 1930- US astronomer Clyde Tombaugh discovers Pluto

• 1932- Japan declares Manchuria independent

• 1951- Nepal becomes a constitutional monarchy

• 1965- The Gambia becomes independent from the United 
Kingdom

• 1974- NASA launches Italian satellite San Marcos C-2 
(235/843 km)

• 1977- Space Shuttle above a Boeing 747 goes on its 
maiden flight

• 1979- NASA launches space vehicle S-202

• 1979- President Zia ur-Rahman's National Party wins 
elections in Bangladesh

• 2003- Comet C/2002 V1 (NEAT) makes perihelion, seen by 
SOHO.

• 2003-  Nearly 200 people die in the Daegu subway fire in 
South Korea

• 2004 - Up to 295 people, including nearly 200 rescue 
workers, die near Neyshabur in Iran when a run-away 
freight train carrying sulfur, petrol and fertiliser catches 
fire and explodes.

• 2014 - Ukrainian Revolution of 2014 begins as protesters, 
riot police and unknown shooters take part in violent 
events in the capital, Kiev, culminating after five days in 
the ouster of President Viktor Yanukovych

• 2016 - Pope Francis questions US Presidential hopeful 
Donald Trump's Christianity over his call to build a wall 
on the Mexican border

• TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
• PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
• PDD: 0194-2450213
• FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
• CAPD: 18001807011
• SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
• Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

• SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
• ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
• BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
• BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
• PAMPORE: 01933-294132
• PATTAN: 01954-293507
• QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

• Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)
• Mughal Road - (Closed)
• Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

RESEARCHERS MONITORED ESTROGEN, PROGESTERONE, 

TESTOSTERONE, and glucocorticoid metabolites, offering a baseline for future 
conservation strategies
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ZUHR 12: 45

ASR 4:37

Magrib 6:19

ISHA 7:41

Research Reveals Stress 
Phases In Critically 
Endangered Kashmir Hangul
Agencies

SRINAGAR: A groundbreaking 
scientific study has, for the first 
time, mapped the reproductive 
seasonality and stress patterns of 
the critically endangered Kashmir 
Hangul (Cervus hanglu) using non-
invasive physiological monitoring.

The findings of the research pro-
vide crucial insights for conserva-
tion efforts and the establishment 
of captive breeding programs.

The study, conducted in Dachi-
gam National Park—the last vi-
able habitat of the Kashmir Han-
gul—used fecal hormone analysis 
to determine reproductive cycles 
and stress levels in both male and 
female deer. Researchers moni-
tored oestrogen, progesterone, 
testosterone, and glucocorticoid 
metabolites, offering a baseline 
for future conservation strategies.

REPRODUCTIVE SEASONALITY
The study highlights that repro-

ductive cycles in Hangul, a species 
inhabiting subtropical latitudes, 
differ significantly from their 
counterparts in higher northern 
latitudes. Female Hangul exhib-
ited dispersed mating and birth 
patterns, while males had a more 
synchronised rutting season from 
October to December.

Elevated progesterone levels 
in females between January and 
March indicated pregnancies, 
with a sharp drop in April signal-
ling parturition.

Unlike other red deer species 
that follow tightly synchronised 
reproductive cycles, the Hangul 
displays an extended and variable 
mating season, likely influenced by 
food availability and environmen-
tal factors. The results suggest that 
females time their reproductive 
cycles to ensure that birthing coin-
cides with peak forage availability.

STRESS HORMONE PATTERNS
Both male and female Hangul 

exhibited increased stress levels 
associated with reproductive ac-
tivities. Males experienced a sig-
nificant spike in glucocorticoid 
levels during the rutting season 
(October–December), aligning 
with increased competition for 
mates. A second peak in stress was 
observed in May, coinciding with 
seasonal migrations and distur-
bances caused by livestock herd-
ers moving into higher elevations.

Female Hangul showed elevated 
stress levels during parturition in 
April and May, further highlighting 
the importance of minimising distur-
bances during these critical periods.

IMPLICATIONS FOR 
CONSERVATION

The study underscores the ur-
gent need to implement conserva-
tion measures tailored to Hangul’s 
unique reproductive strategies. 
Key recommendations include

Minimising Human Disturbanc-
es: The timing and duration of mat-
ing and birthing seasons should be 
taken into account to keep Dachi-
gam National Park free from an-
thropogenic disturbances, particu-
larly livestock grazing and tourism.

Establishing a Captive Breeding 
Program: The research provides 
a critical baseline for initiating 
Hangul breeding programs, which 
have so far remained ineffective 
due to a lack of physiological data.

FURTHER RESEARCH USING 
CAMERA TRAPS

The study calls for the use of 
camera trapping surveys to further 
authenticate the timing of mating 
and birthing, ensuring more pre-
cise conservation strategies.

Since Hangul populations re-
main isolated due to habitat frag-
mentation, connectivity corridors 

should be developed to enhance 
genetic diversity and reduce in-
breeding risks.

With fewer than 400 Hanguls 
left, this study serves as a wake-up 
call for policymakers and conser-
vationists. It highlights the need 
for a multi-faceted conservation 
approach that integrates ecologi-
cal research, habitat protection, 
and stringent policies to curb hu-
man-induced stress on this criti-
cally endangered species.

The researchers stress that fur-
ther studies were needed to vali-
date the hormone analysis tech-
niques used, given the absence of 
captive Hangul populations for 
comparison.

Nonetheless, this study marks 
a significant step forward in un-
derstanding and conserving the 
Kashmir Hangul, offering hope for 
its survival—(KNO)

No Water Crisis For Wildlife In 
Dachigam National Park: Officials
Agencies

A
mid the low precipitation, the 
officials on Monday assured 
that the wildlife in Dachigam 

National Park remains ‘unaffected’.
A top official stated that the im-

pact of the ongoing water crisis on 
wildlife was "negligible".

He said that most of the park’s 
wildlife resides in the southern as-
pects of the region, where water 
remains accessible. “There is ad-
equate snowfall in higher reaches 
like Gulmarg, Sonmarg, Baltal, and 
the upper areas of Dachigam, ensur-
ing a steady water supply for wild 
animals,” he said.

He further clarified that while the 
human population might face diffi-
culties due to reduced water levels, 
the ecological balance remains in-
tact. “Nature has its own system—
first, wild animals and plants sus-
tain themselves, and then human 
settlements follow,” he said.

He said that the changing climate 
has altered the movement patterns 
of animals in winter, stating that 
previously, heavy snowfall forced 
animals to migrate to lower eleva-
tions in search of food. However, this 
winter, with relatively less snowfall 
in some areas, animals have been 
able to find food at medium el-
evations, reducing their downward 
movement.

The official also highlighted that 
vegetation was expected to flourish 
due to early foliage, ensuring ample 
food availability for wildlife.

“The ecosystem is functioning nat-
urally, and wildlife will not face any 
crisis due to water scarcity,” he said.

While the wildlife officials cur-
rently dismiss concerns over water 
scarcity for wildlife, the concerns, 
however, remain regarding the 
overall water availability for human 
consumption, as depleting water 
sources continue to worry residents 
across the valley—(KNO)

Commissioner SMC Chairs 
Revenue Committee Meeting

Dr. G. N Itoo Inspects Facilities 
In Examination Centers

DLSA Organizes Awareness Prog On 
Senior Citizens’ Rights Under NALSA
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Dr. Owais 
Ahmed IAS, Commissioner 
SMC, convened a pivotal 
meeting today with the Rev-
enue Committee members 
to discuss strategies, aimed 
at enhancing the organiza-
tion’s financial performance.

The meeting was attended 
by the Joint Commissioner 
(Adm), FA/CAO, Joint Com-
missioner Planning, Chief 
Revenue Officer, Additional 
Law Officer, Estates Officer, 
and other senior officials of 
the Corporation.

Throughout the discus-
sions, the Commissioner 
underscored the critical 
challenges and opportuni-

ties facing the corporation's 
revenue streams. Committee 
members engaged in produc-
tive dialogue, sharing valuable 
insights and proposing inno-
vative solutions to boost effi-
ciency in revenue generation.

The committee reviewed 
current revenue reports 
and explored best practices, 
alongside discussing po-
tential policy changes that 
could enhance revenue col-
lection and management 
processes.

The Commissioner em-
phasized the importance of 
transparency and account-
ability in all financial opera-
tions, ensuring that the SMC 
remains committed to re-
sponsible governance.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: As the annual 
examination of class 10th 
commences,  Director School 
Education Kashmir (DSEK) 
Dr. G.N. Itoo visited several 
examination centers of dis-
trict Srinagar to inspect fa-
cilities provided to students 
during examination.

DSEK visited Presentation 
Convent Higher Secondary 
School Rajbagh, Boys Higher 
Secondary School Jawaha-
rnagar and several other 
schools of district Srinagar.

On the occasion, he interact-
ed with students and enquired 
about the facilities provided to 

them during examination.
Dir expressed satisfaction 

with the overall arrange-
ments made in the examina-
tion centers.  He stated that 
the department is commit-
ted to provide every pos-
sible facility to the students 
across the valley.

It is pertinent to mention 
that 636 examination cen-
ters have been established 
for the annual examinations 
of class 10th in Kashmir Divi-
sion, in which about 74 thou-
sand students are appearing 
and more than 4 thousand 
staff members have been 
engaged for the smooth con-
duct of examination.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA), Sri-
nagar, organized an awareness 
programme at AhateWaqar, a 
day care and recreation centre 
for senior citizens, focusing on 
the legal rights and benefits 
under the NALSA Senior Citi-
zens Scheme.

The event aimed to em-
power senior citizens by 
providing them with com-
prehensive information on 
their legal entitlements and 
welfare benefits.

 The programme was held 
under the chairmanship of 
Jaffer Hussain Beg, Chairman 
DLSA Srinagar and Principal 
District & Sessions Judge, 
Srinagar,  and supervision of  
Nusrat Ali Hakak. Secretary 
DLSA Srinagar

The program commenced 
with a soulful tilawat of the 
Quran by Qazi Abdul Rashid, 
who also captivated the au-
dience with a few lines from 
his latest poetry. His recita-
tions set a reflective tone for 

the proceedings.
Urba Rashid, Assistant 

Legal Aid Defence Counsel 
& the resource person em-
phasized the importance of 
spreading awareness about 
the schemes offered under 
the National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA) for senior 
citizens, which are designed 
to ensure their protection, 
dignity, and access to justice.

 She  also elaborated on 
the legal remedies available 
in case of elder abuse and 
the various state and nation-
al-level benefits offered to 
senior citizens.

The participants ex-
pressed their gratitude for 
the informative session, 
which encouraged them to 
stay informed and utilize the 
benefits available for their 
welfare.

The DLSA reiterated its 
commitment to organizing 
more such programmes to 
ensure that all vulnerable 
sections of society are made 
aware of their legal rights 
and protections.



A 
20-year-old student's 
ingenuity to reach 
his college in time 
for an exam by 

paragliding over a 'ghat' in 
Maharashtra's Satara district 
came to the fore after a video 
of his feat went viral on social 
media on Monday.

First Year B.Com stu-
dent Samarth Mahangde 
said the incident took place 
on December 15 and was ne-
cessitated after he realised 
late that he had his first-
semester exam on Natural 
Disaster Management in a 
few minutes time.

It helped that he knew 
paragliding operators in the 
area, said Mahangde, a resi-
dent of Pasarani village.

A video showed Mahangde 
taking a pilot-operated para-
gliding ride from Harrison's 

Folly, a flat plateau located 
about 5 kilometres before Pan-
chgani on Wai-Panchgani road 
in Satara, to KisanVeer College.

"I work at a sugarcane 
juice centre near Harrison's 
Folly. That day, at 2pm I re-

alised I had a paper at 2:15pm. 
I forgot about it since the 
exam timings and date had 
been rescheduled a few times 
earlier. I knew road was not 
an option due to Sunday traf-
fic and ongoing work in the 

ghat section and my college is 
12 kilometres away," he said.

"I knew paragliding opera-
tors in the area. One of them, 
Govind Yevale, asked a pilot 
to fly me to the college," the 
collegian said.

"After wearing all the 
mandatory safety equipment, 
he and our pilot managed to 
land at an open ground near 
the college in exactly five min-
utes," Yevale told PTI.

Mahangde said he could 
answer his exam in time also 
because his friends had got 
his hall ticket, identity card 
and uniform.

Kisan Veer College au-
thorities confirmed about the 
exam and that Mahangde did 
appear for it.

"But, we cannot confirm if 
he paraglided here," a college 
official said.
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N E W S  M A K E R S

War Hero Abdul Hamid’s 
Name Removed From UP’s 
Ghazipur School Gate

Netanyahu Signals Moving 
Ahead with Trump’s Gaza Pan
Agencies

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu on 

Sunday signaled that he was mov-

ing ahead with US President Don-

ald Trump’s proposal to transfer 

the Palestinian population out of 

Gaza, calling it “the only viable 

plan to enable a different future” 

for the region.

Netanyahu discussed the plan 

with US Secretary of State Marco 

Rubio, who kicked off a Middle 

East visit by endorsing Israel’s 

war aims in Gaza, saying Hamas 

“must be eradicated.” That creat-

ed further doubt around the shaky 

ceasefire as talks on its second 

phase are yet to begin.

Rubio, in his upcoming stops 

in Saudi Arabia and the United 

Arab Emirates, is likely to face 

more pushback from Arab lead-

ers over Trump’s proposal, which 

includes redeveloping Gaza under 

US ownership. Netanyahu has 

said all emigration from Gaza 

should be “voluntary,” but rights 

groups and other critics say that 

the plan amounts to coercion giv-

en the territory’s vast destruction.

Netanyahu said he and 

Trump have a “common strategy” 

for Gaza. Echoing Trump, he said 

“the gates of hell would be open” 

if Hamas doesn’t release dozens 

of remaining hostages abducted 

in the militant group’s attack on 

southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, that 

triggered the 16-month war.

The ceasefire’s first phase 

ends in two weeks. Negotiations 

were meant to begin two weeks 

ago on the second phase, in which 

Hamas would release dozens of 

remaining hostages in exchange 

for more Palestinian prisoners, a 

lasting truce and the withdrawal 

of Israeli forces

Trump’s special Middle East 

envoy, Steve Witkoff, told Fox 

News that “phase two is abso-

lutely going to begin” and he had 

”very productive” calls Sunday 

with Netanyahu and officials from 

Egypt and Qatar, which serve as 

mediators, about continuing talks 

this week. He also said hostages to 

be released include 19 Israeli sol-

diers and “we believe all of them 

are alive.”

Netanyahu’s office said Israel’s 

security Cabinet would meet Mon-

day to discuss the second phase.

Trump later told journalists it 

is “up to Israel what the next step 

is, in consultation with me.”

In another sign of closing 

ranks, Israel’s Defense Ministry 

said it received a shipment of 

2,000-pound (900-kilogram) MK-84 

munitions from the United States. 

The Biden administration paused 

a shipment of such bombs last 

year over concerns about civilian 

casualties in Gaza.

Resuming the war could doom 

hostages

This week marks 500 days 

of the war. Netanyahu has sig-

naled readiness to resume the 

fighting after the ceasefire’s 

current phase, though it could 

be a death sentence for remain-

ing hostages.

Rubio said peace becomes 

impossible as long as Hamas 

“stands as a force that can govern 

or as a force that can administer 

or as a force that can threaten by 

use of violence,” adding, “It must 

be eradicated.”

Hamas reasserted control 

over Gaza when the ceasefire be-

gan last month, despite suffering 

heavy losses.

Netanyahu has offered 

Hamas a chance to surrender 

and send top leaders into exile. 

Hamas has rejected that sce-

nario and insists on Palestinian 

rule. Spokesman Abdul Latif Al-

Qanou told The Associated Press 

the group accepts a Palestinian 

unity government or a techno-

cratic committee to run Gaza.

Netanyahu instructed ne-

gotiators to leave for Cairo on 

Monday to discuss further imple-

mentation of the ceasefire’s first 

phase, as issues over delivery of 

shelter materials continue.

Iran Says High-Level 
Delegation To Attend Sayyed 
Nasrallah's Funeral
Agencies

Tehran: Iranian Foreign Minis-

try spokesperson Esmail Baghaei 

says Iran is engaging with Syria’s 

new administration through its 

allies and various countries.

Iran’s nuclear program re-

mains peaceful and fully compliant 

with the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-

tion Treaty (NPT), Iranian Foreign 

Ministry spokesperson Esmail 

Baghaei reaffirmed on Monday.

During his weekly press con-

ference, Baghaei stressed that Iran 

will not back down from its rights 

under international regulations.

He also noted that Iran is in 

consultations regarding the timing 

and venue of the next round of nego-

tiations with the European Troika.

Responding to a question on 

whether Iranian officials would 

attend the funeral of Hezbollah’s 

former secretary-general mar-

tyr Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on 

February 23, Baghaei confirmed 

that Iran will participate at a 

high level in this "extremely sig-

nificant ceremony."

He also revealed that Iranian 

Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-

chi held what he described as 

"positive talks" with his Lebanese 

counterpart regarding the ongo-

ing crisis over flights between the 

two countries, assuring him that 

Iran will not allow third-party in-

terference in this matter.

In recent days, the vital Bei-

rut Airport Road witnessed pro-

tests against the Lebanese author-

ities' continued refusal to allow 

Iranian planes to land in Leba-

nese territory, which resulted in 

Lebanese citizens being stranded 

in Iran. as of yet.

Calls to protest and block the 

airport road spread across social 

media, condemning the decision, 

which came a day after Avichay 

Adraee, the spokesperson for the 

Israeli occupation military, post-

ed on X claims that Beirut airport 

was being used to transfer funds 

to Hezbollah via Iranian planes.  

On Sunday evening, Iran’s 

Civil Aviation Organization an-

nounced the cancellation of flights 

from Tehran to Beirut Airport un-

til February 18, following a request 

from the Lebanese government.

Agencies

The family members of Param Vir 

Chakra awardee Abdul Hamid 

have expressed strong displea-

sure over the removal of the war 

hero’s name from the main gate 

of a primary school in Ghazipur 

where he once studied.

According to officials, after a 

recent painting work, the school 

in Dhamupur village in the dis-

trict was renamed ‘PM Shri Com-

posite School’.

Jameel Ahmed, the grandson 

of Hamid, said the school was re-

painted four days ago. ‘PM Shri 

Composite School’ was painted at 

the entrance, replacing ‘Shaheed 

Hamid Vidyalaya’, he added.

When Ahmed and his family 

raised an objection with headmas-

ter Ajay Kushwaha, he directed 

them to approach Basic Education 

Officer Hemant Rao.

According to the family mem-

bers, Rao informed them that Ha-

mid’s name had been painted on 

one of the school’s external walls. 

However, the entrance remained 

unchanged, the family claimed.

Dissatisfied, they filed an-

other complaint on Saturday, 

demanding that the martyr’s 

name be reinstated at the school’s 

entrance. While Rao assured it 

would be done “immediately”, 

Ahmed claimed that the name was 

still not displayed at the entrance, 

as of Monday, leaving the family 

“deeply hurt”.

During the 1965 India-Pakistan 

war, the US supplied Pakistan with 

Patton tanks which were believed 

to be invincible. Hamid, displaying 

extraordinary bravery, destroyed 

three of these tanks, forcing the en-

emy to retreat.

In recognition of his valour, 

the president posthumously 

awarded the Param Vir Chakra to 

his wife, Rasoolan Bibi.

When contacted, Rao said, 

“Shaheed Abdul Hamid’s name 

would soon be reinstated at the 

school’s main entrance, adding 

that it had already been inscribed 

on an external wall.”

From Snakes, Crocodiles To Trimming 
Beard: US Deportee Recalls 'Donkey Route'
Press Trust Of India

Chandigarh: Promised a legal en-

try into the US, Mandeep Singh's 

life was at risk after he was 

made to deal with crocodiles and 

snakes, trim his beard despite 

being a Sikh, and having to go 

without food for days.

But his dream to secure a 

better life for his family in Am-

ritsar came crashing down on 

January 27 when he was arrest-

ed by the US Border Patrol while 

trying to sneak into America via 

Tijuana in Mexico.

Mandeep was part of 112 

Indians to be deported by a US 

military aircraft that landed 

at the Amritsar airport late on 

Sunday, the third such batch 

of Indians to be sent back amid 

a crackdown by the Donald 

Trump administration against 

illegal immigrants.

The deportees' arrived 

within 24 hours of a US military 

aircraft bringing back a batch 

of 116 Indians living illegally in 

that country.

Instead of a legal entry as 

promised, Mandeep's travel 

agent put him on the 'donkey 

route' – an illegal and risky path-

way used by migrants to enter 

the US.

Speaking to reporters in 

Amritsar, Mandeep (38) showed 

several videos of the perilous 

journey his travel agent and sub-

agents put him through.

"When I spoke to my agent, 

he said within one month I will 

be taken to the US in a legal 

way," Mandeep said.

The agent demanded Rs 40 

lakh, which he paid in two instal-

ments. The journey began from 

Amritsar to Delhi last August on 

a flight.

"From Delhi, I was taken to 

Mumbai, then Nairobi, and on-

wards to Amsterdam through 

another nation. From there, we 

were taken to Suriname. When 

I reached there, the sub-agents 

demanded Rs 20 lakh, which 

was paid back home by my fam-

ily," he said.

Running Late For Exam; Student Paraglides To College 

Australia Mulls Relocation Of 
Cocos Islands Residents

Why Did Delhi Experience 
An Earthquake?
Here’s what experts have to say

Agencies

Sydney: The Australian gov-

ernment is contemplating the 

relocation of hundreds of resi-

dents from the Cocos Islands 

within the coming decades as 

the threat of rising sea levels 

accelerates, sparking outrage 

among inhabitants.

This proposal, unveiled in 

January, outlines the potential 

movement of not just the island-

ers, but key infrastructure—such 

as power stations, roads, water 

resources, and shops—within a 10 

to 50-year timeline.

The Cocos Islands, a remote 

archipelago of 27 small atolls 

located 2,936 kilometers (1,824 

miles) west of Australia, face 

mounting dangers from coastal 

erosion and rising seas—phe-

nomena driven by the escalating 

impacts of climate change. Gov-

ernment projections estimate 

that by 2030, sea levels around 

the islands could rise by 18 

centimeters (7 inches) compared 

to 1992 levels.

The proposal, framed as a 

"long-term managed retreat," 

has been presented as the most 

"viable option to protect lives 

in a socially, economically, and 

environmentally respectful way." 

However, this suggestion has 

ignited fierce backlash among 

many residents, who fear that 

such a drastic move would dis-

rupt their way of life.

The big picture
With a population of rough-

ly 600, the islands' residents are 

primarily descendants of Malay 

workers brought by the Brit-

ish in the 1830s to work on the 

coconut plantations. The islands 

were colonized by the British 

in 1857, and their sovereignty 

was transferred to Australia in 

1955. For many, leaving would 

sever deep-rooted cultural and 

ancestral ties to a land they’ve 

inhabited for generations.

Frank Mills, chief executive 

of the Shire of Cocos Islands, 

voiced his profound disap-

pointment at the government's 

decision to overlook long-term cli-

mate adaptation strategies, such 

as infrastructure upgrades, that 

might allow residents to remain 

in their ancestral homes.

For the islanders, the deci-

sion to leave their homes is far 

from simple. "That is not an over-

night decision," Mills explained. 

"Everything is involved in that 

decision: where they would go? 

Generations of people are buried 

on Home Island – would they be 

relocated to a suitable place on 

the mainland?"

The Australian government 

has pointed out that the pro-

posal is still in its early stages 

and remains open for commu-

nity consultation.

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The temblor that 

jolted the national capital early 

Monday was a result of naturally 

occurring variation in the geologi-

cal features of the region and not 

due to plate tectonics, a senior sci-

entist said.

The 4.0 magnitude earth-

quake had its epicentre at Jheel 

Park region near Dhaula Kuan 

and the shallow focal depth made 

citizens in nearby areas hear loud 

sounds as the earth shifted slight-

ly this morning.

Delhi region in northern In-

dia experiences frequent tremors 

due to both far-field and near-field 

earthquakes from the Himalayan 

and local sources, respectively.

The Dhaula Kuan region 

had experienced a 4.6 magnitude 

earthquake in 2007. However, its 

impact was not felt as strongly as 

Monday’s temblor because it took 

place at a depth of 10 km, National 

Centre for Seismology Director, O 

P Mishra said.

Delhi is placed in seismic 

zone IV in the seismic zoning 

map of India, the second highest 

in the country.

The national capital region is 

exposed to moderate to high risk 

seismic activity due to Himalayan 

earthquakes such as the 7.5 mag-

nitude Garhwal Himalaya quake 

in 1803, 6.8 magnitude Uttarkashi 

earthquake in 1991, 6.6 magnitude 

Chamoli earthquake in 1999, 7.8 

magnitude Gorkha earthquake 

in 2015 and a few moderate earth-

quakes from the Hindukush region.

Local earthquakes recorded 

in the region include 6.5 magni-

tude Delhi earthquake in 1720, 5 

magnitude Mathura earthquake 

in 1842, 6.7 magnitude Buland-

shahar earthquake in 1956 and 

5.8 magnitude Moradabad earth-

quake in 1966.

“The epicentre of Monday’s 

earthquake was at Jheel Park in 

Dhaula Kuan, it was a 4.0 mag-

nitude earthquake. It was in the 

depth of 5 km, it is called shallow 

depth, hence people felt the ef-

fect,” Mishra said.

Earthquakes have happened 

earlier in the region and seismo-

logically, it is not a new region 

“Earlier, there was a 4.6 magni-

tude earthquake in 6 km periph-

ery, but it was deeper, with 10 km 

depth. There is a difference. It was 

not a plate tectonic earthquake, it 

was due to in-situ material hetero-

geneity, it was due to local effect,” 

Mishra said.

In-situ material heteroge-

neity means it occurred due to 

variation in geological features 

in the region.

Singapore’s Indian-origin Opposition 
leader found guilty of lying in Parliament

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, left, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu shake 
hands during a news conference Sunday at the Prime Minister's office in Jerusalem

The Dhaula 
Kuan region had 
experienced a 
4.6 magnitude 
earthquake in 
2007. However, its 
impact was not 
felt as strongly 
as Monday’s 
temblor because 
it took place at a 
depth of 10 km, 
National Centre for 
Seismology Director, 
O P Mishra said.

S
ingapore’s Indian-origin Leader 
of the Opposition, Pritam Singh, 
was found guilty on Monday 
of giving a false testimony to a 

parliamentary committee, a verdict that 
could see him disqualified from Parlia-
ment and contesting a general election 
this year.

In the verdict delivered in the State 
Courts, Deputy Principal District Judge 
Luke Tan convicted Singh of the two 
charges against him.

The charges against Singh relate to 
his handling of Raeesah Khan, a former 
lawmaker from his party, who lied to 
Parliament in a separate case.

Singh, 48, was accused of wilfully 
giving two false answers to the Com-
mittee of Privileges (COP) during its 
inquiry into Khan’s case on December 
10 and December 15, 2021.

The case stems from Singh’s han-
dling of Khan’s false claim in Parlia-

ment about accompanying a sexual 
assault victim to the police station.

Singh faces up to three years in jail, 
a fine of up to SGD7,000 (USD 5,290), or 
both for each charge.

Singh’s trial began four months ago.
Politically, the conviction could 

disqualify Singh from his parliamentary 
seat and rule out his standing in the 
next general election which must be 
called by November 2025.
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'THE CONVICTION SERVES AS A SIGNIFICANT STEP toward justice, encouraging 
victims of such crimes to come forward and seek legal recourse'

"If early flowering occurs and 
is followed by erratic spring 
weather, including sudden 
rainfall or snowfall, pollination 
will be disrupted, which will 
lead to a significant drop in fruit 
production,"  

Court Convicts ‘Faith 

Healer’ For Sexual 

Abuse Of Minors
Agencies

SOPORE: After nine years 
of trial Chief Judicial Mag-
istrate (CJM) Sopore on 
Monday convicted a self-
proclaimed faith healer in a 
sexual assault case.

According to the details 
available, the said case was 
registered in 2016 under 
FIR No. 22/2016 U/S 377 of 
the erstwhile Ranbir Penal 
Code (RPC) at Police Station 
Bomai after the victim’s fa-
ther lodged a complaint with 
the then SSP Sopore, alleg-
ing that his son had been 
subjected to “unnatural 
sexual assault” by the ac-
cused, Aijaz Ahmad Sheikh, 
also known as Aijaz Molvi of 
Mundji village.

Given the sensitivity of the 
matter, a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) was consti-
tuted under the supervision 
of Ashish Mishra, who is now 
serving as Superintendent of 
Police (SP).

Following a thorough in-
vestigation, statements of 
witnesses were recorded, 

and a charge sheet was filed 
before the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate (CJM) So-
pore.

The trial proceeded 
with the prosecu-
tion presenting all 
relevant evidence, 
while the defence 
produced six wit-
nesses in its 
attempt to 
counter the 
charges.

After ex-
tensive ar-
guments from both 
sides, the court delivered its 
verdict today, convicting the 
accused.

The case has now moved 
to the stage of determining 
the quantum of punishment, 
for which further arguments 
will be heard.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, prosecuting officer, 
Mirza Zahid Khalil said that 
the conviction serves as a 
significant step toward jus-
tice, encouraging victims of 
such crimes to come forward 
and seek legal recourse.

Authorities have urged 
the public to make use of 

legal avenues to report 
such crimes, stress-
ing that timely action 
can help curb social 
offenses and bring per-

petrators to justice.
Meanwhile, the 

court has di-
rected the 
S u p e r i n -
tendent of 

Police, Sopore, to 
immediately facili-

tate the registration 
of separate FIRs concern-
ing other victims, ensuring 
that each victim's claims 
are adjudicated separately.

Additionally, the District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) has been requested 
to provide immediate le-
gal aid to these victims to 
safeguard their access to 
justice.

A compliance report must 
be filed within 90 days, de-
tailing the steps taken for 
separate FIR registrations 
and investigations, the court 
said—(KNO)

‘27 years Rigorous Imprisonment Among 
3 Convictions Secured By Gbl Police’
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Police in Gander-
bal on Monday said to have 
secured convictions in three 
different cases against four 
accused persons involved in a 
Rape Case of PS Kangan, POC-
SO Case and NDPS Case of P/S 
Ganderbal.

In a landmark judgement, 
conviction was obtained 
against one accused namely 
Mohammad Saleem Taploo 
son of Mohammad Maqbool 
Taploo resident of Anchar 
Soura A/P SaidPora, Eidgah 
Srinagar, for offences under 
section 363 RPC and Section 
4 of POCSO against a minor 
survivor. The Hon’ble court 
convicted the accused for both 
the offences with the quantum 
of punishment being rigorous 
imprisonment for a term of 07 

years and a fine of Rs 25,000/- 
for kidnapping which would 
run separately with a rigorous 
imprisonment for a term of 20 
years and a fine of Rs 50,000 
for the offences against POCSO, 
a police spokesman said in a 
statement said.

In the second case, Gander-
bal Police secured conviction 
against Aamir Ashraf Zargar 
son of Mohammad Ashraf 
Zargar resident of Waripora 
Safapora, for offences under 
sections 363 RPC and 376 
RPC. The court sentenced the 
accused to imprisonment for 
a term of 07 years and a fine 
of Rs 10,000/- for kidnapping 
and concurrently with im-
prisonment of 07 years and a 
fine of Rs 25,000/- for the of-
fences of rape, the statement 
added.

“In the third case, regis-

tered under 8/20, 29 NDPS Act, 
Ganderbal Police secured con-
viction against two accused 
persons namely Sahil Ahmad 
Khan son of Manzoor Ahmad 
Khan and Rizwan Ahmad 
Khan son of Ghulam Hassan 
Khan, both residents of Khan 
Mohalla Pati Shallbugh Gan-
derbal. The court sentenced 
both the accused to imprison-
ment for a term of 06 months 
and a fine of Rs.10,000. This 
conviction has been obtained 
within 3 months.”

These convictions reflect 
the unwavering commitment 
of J&K Police towards ‘secur-
ing the ends of justice’. These 
convictions will act as a de-
terrent to the individuals who 
act against the law of the land 
and to a sense of security to 
the society as a whole, police 
said—(KNO)

Fear Returns To LoC villages Amid 
Cross Border Firing Debate
Agencies

SRINAGAR: For the first time 
in four years, fear is creeping 
back into the villages along the 
Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu 
and Kashmir as debates over 
cross-border firing raise con-
cerns that tensions between 
the Indian and Pakistani 
armies could escalate, endan-
gering the fragile peace since 
the 2021 ceasefire.

The 2021 ceasefire agree-
ment between India and 
Pakistan had brought an un-
precedented sense of security, 
allowing residents to rebuild 
their lives without the con-
stant fear of shelling but the 
current discourse has reignit-
ed anxieties about a return to 
violence.

"A fresh exchange of fire 
occurred along the LoC in 
Poonch’s Pir Panjal Valley on 
Sunday, with no casualties re-
ported," officials said.

In Rajouri district, residents 
said they lived without the ter-
ror of mortars falling on their 
homes in the past four years.

"Now, with these discus-
sions, we fear being caught in 
the crossfire again," Moham-
mad Suleiman, a local, said.

Similarly, in Poonch, Kashim 
Khan, a local farmer, said the 
ceasefire gave their children a 
future. "If hostilities resume, 
we will be forced to flee, and 
their studies will suffer," he 
said. "Business had picked up 
as people felt safe to move 
around. We've rebuilt our lives 
and livelihoods. The mere 
thought of returning to those 
dark days is distressing."

Another resident of Poonch 
added, "A potential breakdown 

of the ceasefire agreement is 
deeply unfortunate for bor-
der residents like us. We are 
the ones who bear the brunt 
of shelling, losing our homes, 
livelihoods, and sometimes 
our loved ones."

Mushtaq Ahmad, a resident 
of Karnah, said the recent de-
bates over cross-border firing 
have gripped LoC residents 
with fear. "We have lived in 
peace for four years, but now 
uncertainty looms over our 
lives once again," he said.

Meanwhile, locals in Gurez 
Valley expressed a strong de-
sire for the ceasefire along the 
LoC to remain intact, saying it 
has brought much-needed sta-
bility to their lives. "We pray 
and hope that peace continues, 
as it has allowed our areas to 
witness significant develop-
ment," said Ajaz Ahmad.

"Infrastructure has im-
proved, and even border tour-
ism has gained momentum, 
benefiting local businesses 
and providing employment," 
he added.

Deputy Chief Minister Su-
rinder Kumar Choudhary said 
the cross-border firing has 
caused immense suffering 
since 1947.

Speaking with reporters 
in Baramulla, the Deputy CM 

said, "It is unfortunate that we 
have been witnessing it since 
1947. It has ruined lives when-
ever it erupts. Hopefully, we 
will get rid of it.”

Speaking to the media after 
inaugurating the first edition 
of the Sikh Cricket Premier 
League at Jammu University, 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha said the Indian Army is 
fully capable of giving a strong 
and appropriate response on 
the border. "The Indian Army 
is effectively responding to the 
situation," he said when asked 
a question about the recent 
violence along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC).

The comment came a day 
after Pakistan troops targeted 
Indian posts along the Line of 
Control (LoC) in the Gulpur 
sector of Poonch, which was 
retaliated with equal calibre.

The fresh tensions between 
both nations escalated along 
the LoC in the past few days.

On Feb 14, an army jawan 
was injured in a sniper shot 
suspected to have been fired 
from across the border in the 
Keri area of Akhnoor sector.

On Feb 11, a young captain 
and a soldier were killed while 
another was injured in an 
IED explosion near the LoC in 
Akhnoor sector. —(KNO)

‘Prolonged Dry Spell May 
Lead To Early Flowering’
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Fruit growers in 
Kashmir are seriously con-
cerned as experts warn that the 
prolonged dry spell and rising 
temperatures may trigger early 
sprouting of flowers, which 
would ultimately affect both 
the quality and quantity of fruit 
production.

Experts said the continuous 
lack of rainfall and snowfall this 
winter has heightened wor-
ries among farmers. They said 

the early rise in temperatures, 
combined with insufficient soil 
moisture could severely impact 
fruit-bearing trees, especially 
apple orchards.

"Prolonged dryness reduces 
soil moisture, which is crucial 
for healthy flowering and fruit-
setting. Any disruption at this 
stage could lead to lower yields 
and affect the overall quality of 
the fruit," they said.

Dr Parvez, a scientist at 
SKUAST Srinagar, said that, as of 
now, the situation remains man-
ageable, but any continued dry-
ness beyond February 20, cou-
pled with further temperature 
rise, could lead to premature 
flowering and poor fruit-setting.

"If early flowering occurs 
and is followed by erratic spring 
weather, including sudden rain-
fall or snowfall, pollination will 
be disrupted, which will lead to 
a significant drop in fruit pro-
duction," Dr Parvez said.

Another expert from the 
Department of Botany at the 
University of Kashmir said 
that adequate chilling hours 
are crucial for proper bud for-
mation. If trees do not receive 
sufficient cold exposure, bud 
development will be adversely 

affected, leading to reduced 
flowering and lower fruit yield, 
he said.

The lack of rainfall has also 
lowered the water table, cre-
ating concerns for irrigation. 
Since most orchards in Kashmir 
depend on rainwater, the pro-
longed dryness could further 
affect fruit quality.

According to experts, frost 
conditions at night could also 
damage new fruit plantations, 
particularly saplings in both 
lower and upper hills. They said 

dry weather may further in-
crease the risk of pest infesta-
tions, making fruit trees more 
vulnerable to diseases.

Growers across Kashmir 
are anxious, fearing heavy 
losses due to flower shedding 
in spring, which could reduce 
fruit yield.

Dr Tariq, another scientist 
at SKUAST, said, "While dry-
ness and warm weather have 
certain advantages—such as 
reduced fungal diseases—these 
conditions also favour insect 
pests and can lead to deficien-
cies affecting fruit size, colour 
and overall quality."

He advised, "Prolonged heat 
exposure can cause sunburn 
on fruits and tree stems. To 
mitigate these effects, farmers 
should focus on increasing or-
ganic matter in the soil, which 
helps retain moisture. Mulch-
ing can also help regulate tem-
perature and protect roots."

Notably, Jammu and Kashmir 
has witnessed an 80% rainfall 
deficit over the past several 
months. If the dry spell contin-
ues, experts warn of not only 
agricultural losses but also an 
impending shortage of drink-
ing water—(KNO)

Changing WEATHER Patterns

No Water Crisis In Kashmir’s 
Wetlands: Official

Entrepreneurship Festival 2025

Experts See JK's Potential 
As IT Hub

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Amidst the chang-
ing weather patterns and con-
cerns over reducing water lev-
els in the water bodies of the 
Kashmir region, officials have 
assured that the region’s wet-
lands are currently in a 'stable’ 
condition with no immediate 
threat to the bird population.

A top official overseeing wet-
land management in the valley 
confirmed that while Kashmir’s 
overall water regime faces 
challenges due to the ongoing 
weather conditions, the wet-
lands—home to migratory and 
resident birds—were not expe-
riencing any shortage.

“We have enough water in 
the wetlands, in fact, there is 
an abundance. We might even 
have to regulate the water lev-
els by opening exit gates,” the 
official said.

The top officer said that wet-
lands like Hokersar, Shallabugh 

and others were maintaining 
their required water levels, 
typically between 2 and 3 feet, 
which was essential for sup-
porting avian populations. He, 
however, added that the Mir-
gund wetland was an area of 
some concern, but not because 
of the required water levels.

“Wetlands function differ-
ently when it comes to water 
retention. Unlike other water 
bodies, they hold water effec-
tively due to limited exit flow,” 
the official said.

The wetlands serve as crucial 
habitats for migratory birds that 
arrive from Central Asia and 
Siberia during the winter. Any 
fluctuation in water levels di-
rectly impacts their survival and 
Kashmir’s ecological balance.

While the wetlands are current-
ly stable, experts, however, cau-
tioned that continued monitoring 
was essential as climate patterns 
shift, impacting Kashmir’s water 
resources at large—(KNO)

Agencies

JAMMU: The Entrepreneurship 
Festival 2025 at IIT Jammu has 
sparked new optimism about 
the region’s potential to emerge 
as an IT hub, with entrepreneurs 
from Bengaluru and Hyderabad 
expressing their confidence in 
the changing business land-
scape of Jammu and Kashmir.

The event showcased im-
mense opportunities for young 
innovators and startup enthu-
siasts, with industry leaders 
pledging investment and men-
torship support for budding en-
trepreneurs.

At the festival, prominent 
investors and startup founders, 
who initially viewed Jammu and 
Kashmir as an unlikely destina-
tion for tech-driven enterprises, 
were struck by the enthusiasm 
and innovation among the re-
gion’s youth. "After coming 
here, my perception completely 
changed. JK has the poten-
tial to become an IT hub. We 
are thinking of mentoring the 
youth here," says an IIT Roorkee 
graduate and MBA from Chi-
cago, who has already invested 
in 32 startups across India and 
is now eager to support young 
innovators in Jammu.

"We had heard about IIT 
and AIIMS in Jammu, but we 
assumed that enthusiasm for 
startups here would be low. 
However, interacting with the 
youth changed our view. The 
energy and innovation we wit-
nessed assure us that Jammu 
has full potential to make a 
mark in the IT sector," he said.

Meanwhile, Saurabh Raj, 
Founder of Nuvo, a company 
specializing in data privacy, 
announced plans to launch a 
smart card scheme in Jammu.

"We are working on how 
to securely transfer people’s 
data, especially in rural areas 
where phones are not acces-

sible. Within two weeks, we are 
planning to launch a new initia-
tive in Jammu. The Entrepre-
neurship Festival has made me 
realize that while Jammu and 
Kashmir has long been known 
for tourism, its future as an IT 
hub is bright," Raj said.

The second day of Udyanot-
sav 2025, a festival of innova-
tion and collaboration, saw 
schoolchildren exhibiting their 
scientific creativity alongside 
industry leaders. Students 
from various government and 
private schools displayed their 
self-developed innovations, 
proving that the entrepreneur-
ial spirit in Jammu and Kashmir 
begins at a young age.

The Indian Army also partici-
pated in the expo, showcasing 
cutting-edge innovations devel-
oped for security and defense.

The Entrepreneurship Fes-
tival will conclude with Union 
Minister of State Dr. Jitendra 
Singh as the chief guest. The 
closing ceremony will feature 
a guest talk, panel discussions, 
and cultural programs.

Earlier, last month, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha  high-
lighted the transformative 
initiatives of the government 
through the Department of In-
dustries & Commerce that have 
redefined innovation and en-
trepreneurship ecosystem and 
empowering youth of the UT.

“In the past few years J&K’s 
Industrial ecosystem has wit-
nessed an unprecedented surge, 
supporting the culture of innova-
tion, research & development and 
scientific advancements. I want 
to see our youth among the top-
notch entrepreneurs of the coun-
try, contributing to its growth,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said. He 
added that the sincere efforts and 
policy interventions of the gov-
ernment have made J&K a vibrant 
startup hub—(KNO)

Solid Waste Management 
Shed In Cherwan Turns Into 
Dumping Yard
Agencies

KANGAN: A Solid Waste Man-
agement shed in Cherwan area 
of Kangan, in Central Kashmir's 
Ganderbal district, has turned 
into a dumping yard as the heaps 
of garbage remain unsegregated, 
locals alleged on Monday.

Residents said that while the 
construction of the shed was an 
appreciable move, the Rural De-
velopment Department (RDD) 
has failed to manage and seg-
regate the waste dumped there.

“The shed emits a foul smell, 
making it difficult for us to access 
our land for necessary work,” 
said a local resident. He added 
that the garbage is piling up in 
the shed without proper segre-
gation by the Block Development 
Office (BDO) Kangan, and despite 
repeated concerns, the authori-
ties have not taken any action.

“If they built a waste man-
agement shed, why are they not 
segregating the waste?” ques-
tioned another resident.

Officials, however, claim that 
they have a plastic management 
unit in place, which was recent-
ly cleaned and brought back into 
use with the help of machines.

“The garbage collection vehicle 
has also resumed operations in 
Block Kangan after previous issues 
were resolved,” an official said.

He further added that there are 
nearly six to seven segregation 
sheds in the block, out of which 
two are currently non-operational.

“All garbage is being segre-
gated at the Plastic Manage-
ment Unit (PMU) in Wussan,” 
he assured, adding that if any 
waste management shed is 
found to have unsegregated 
garbage, the department will 
ensure it is cleaned—(KNO)

CS Scrutinises ‘Sehat App’ 
Before Its Formal Launch

Observer News Servicer

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo, had an in-depth analy-
sis of the features and function-
ing of the ‘Sehat App’ before it 
was dedicated to the public.

The application, which was 
developed by BISAG-N on the 
request of the Health & Medi-
cal Education Department, 
would serve as a single stop 
solution for availing all patient 
and health practitioner related 
services in J&K.

During a live demonstration 
of this application, the Chief 
Secretary assessed several of its 
features and appreciated both 
the Health Department and 
BISAG-N for making it a real-
ity. He observed that this first 
version is itself a comprehen-
sive application offering cer-
tain better services to the pa-
tients and health practitioners 
through their smartphones.

The Chief Secretary further 
enjoined upon the concern for 
onboarding all the health prac-
titioners on this portal in order 
to make the application more 
comprehensive and useful for 
the users. He also advised them 
to look into making certain up-
grades regarding registration of 
doctors/ paramedics for home 
support and tele consultation.

Regarding other services, the 
Chief Secretary asked for adding 
information about the high-end 
services of chemotherapy,  di-
alysis available in both public 
and private sectors here. He also 
directed for offering the insur-
ance services extended through 
schemes like Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyoti Yojana and Pradhan 
Mantri Suraksha Bima yojana.

The Chief Secretary also 
asked  to introduce an inven-
tory of professionals certified 
in providing ‘Basic Life Support 
(BLS)’ support in case of emer-
gencies and those of Advanced 
Life Support (ALS) givers also to 
build the capacity of BLS givers 
in order to enhance their num-
ber and reach in different parts 
of the UT.

The Chief Secretary under-

scored the need of enriching it 
with the details of blood donors 
besides having API integration 
with other applications like e-
WIN, ABDM and other relevant 
ones. He called on them to fur-
ther augment it with services like 
home delivery of drugs, activ-
ity calendars of different Medi-
cal Colleges and National Institu-
tions for the benefit of medical 
students and practitioners.

The Chief Secretary also asked 
for introduction of payment 
gateway in the same applica-
tion so that users do not have to 
look helter-skelter to complete 
their appointments or carry out 
diagnostic tests in medical facili-
ties. He asked for sending health 
alerts to the users at times of 
need or any emergency.

Secretary, H&ME, Dr Syed 
Abid Rashid Shah, gave a de-
tailed description of the features 
embedded in the ‘Sehat App’. He 
revealed that the application 
has been developed on the lines 
as envisaged by the Chief Sec-
retary himself. He gave out that 
it is a comprehensive one stop 
solution for different services 
offered by the Department in 
addition to extending resources 
to the medics for building their 
capacity and training.

He further said that the app 
offers patient services, facilities 
for the general public, facilities 
for healthcare professionals, 
medical students, their skill 
development, health insur-
ance and helpline assistance to 
people for different purposes 
together with a chat bot to ask 
queries and seek customised 
answers.

The Chief Secretary 
underscored the need of 
enriching it with the details of 
blood donors besides having 
API integration with other 
applications like e-WIN, ABDM 
and other relevant ones. 
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Did You Know? 

SIP in Mutual Funds  Benefits: 
Thriving in a Declining Market

Irshad Mushtaq 

I
nvesting in mutual funds through a Systematic Investment 
Plan (SIP) can be particularly advantageous when the mar-
ket is bearish. Here's why you should remain focused and op-
timistic about your SIP investments even when the market 

trends down:

Leverage Cost Averaging:
A falling market allows you to capitalize on cost averaging. 

Your investments are made at lower prices, decreasing the aver-
age cost per unit over time. This strategy enhances your returns 
in the long run, as you're buying more units when prices are down 
and fewer when prices are high.

Think Long-Term:
Patience is key. SIPs are designed for long-term wealth cre-

ation, with horizons of 5 to 10 years. In the initial years, deep mar-
ket corrections offer opportunities to accumulate more units at 
lower prices. Resist the urge to track daily market fluctuations; 
focus on your long-term financial goals instead.

Automated Wealth Building:
Your SIP works autonomously. Trust that your contributions 

are being effectively deployed. Over time, and with disciplined 
contributions, your investments will appreciate, leveraging the 
natural recovery and growth cycles of the market.

Ignore Short-Term Volatility:
It is crucial for mutual fund investors to avoid reacting im-

pulsively to short-term market volatility. Do not let temporary 
economic conditions sway your commitment to investing. His-
torically, markets recover and grow, benefiting those who remain 
consistent and patient.

Read the full article on our website: https://kashmirobserver.net
Learn from the insights of @Irshad Mushtaq, Writer, Investor, 

Entrepreneur & Founder of M I Securities! Connect for valuable 
financial advice at misecurities@bp.sharekhan.com

Disclaimer: This article is for information only and doesn’t offer 
investment advice. It’s not an endorsement or an offer to buy or 

sell any financial products. If you decide to act on the information 
here, you do so at your own risk

PM Modi’s US visit

A
s expected, Prime minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the 
US has been a great success, something also acknowl-
edged by the senior Congress leader Shashi Tharoor. 
The meeting was dubbed as “bromance” in some media 

outlets as the two leaders have always displayed a strong liking 
for each other. In his previous term, Trump had organized the 
Howdy Modi event in Houston,  billed as one of the largest ever 
receptions of a foreign leader in the US. And in his spectacular 
second turn, PM Modi is one of the select foreign leaders, Trump 
has met during the first month of his office.  And the summit 
lived up to its hype. The US president announced US military 
sales to India, including F-35 jets, which will give a major boost 
to India’s defence capabilities. Both sides agreed to negotiate a 
trade deal and finalise a new defence framework. What is more, 
Trump also approved the extradition of Tahawwur Rana, a Chi-
cago businessman accused of playing a role in the 2008 terror at-
tack in Mumbai.  

However, the meeting did confront India also with some 
challenges: Trump also announced oil and gas exports to India 
to narrow the trade deficit. And what is more, the issue of mu-
tual tariffs is yet to be resolved but after the visit, India expects 
the US to reconsider the decision. Overall, the visit has worked 
to India’s advantage. In his second term, the Trump administra-
tion is expected to further deepen the relationship. Ever since 
the former US president Bill Clinton's visit to India in 2000, when 
the US decisively reached out to India,  the relations between the 
two countries have moved to the next level. Economy apart, their 
cooperation across a broad array of geo-political issues has in-
tensified. Besides, regional dynamics have changed fast over the 
past two decades. The US-Pakistan ties, on the other hand, have 
lost their old raison d'etre. China’s rise and expanding clout to-
gether with India’s importance as a regional counterweight has 
redrawn the US priorities in the region. In the ongoing gradual 
shift from a unipolar to a bi-polar world, India is asserting itself 
as a global and regional power, and the established great powers 
can’t ignore this fact. 

It is true that Trump has been a  disruptive influence in glob-
al affairs. In some aspects America under him has drastically de-
parted from its long standing policies on rules-based world order. 
For example on the climate deal that the US unilaterally chose to 
reject under him, or for that matter, the global health. But as the 
summit with PM Modi will have us believe, the US under Trump 
has shown a distinct partiality towards India. Overall, PM Mo-
di’s visit has strengthened India-US ties, and while challenges 
remain, the growing cooperation between the two nations points 
to a mutually beneficial partnership in the next four years.

...
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I 
am writing to express my con-
cern about the unusually warm 
winter experienced in Kashmir 
this year. As an area renowned 

for its cold, snowy winters, the recent 
weather pattern is causing signifi-
cant environmental and socio-eco-
nomic impacts, both of which deserve 
immediate attention.

Kashmir's winters have tradi-
tionally been marked by heavy snow-
fall, which plays an essential role in 
the local economy, particularly for 

agriculture, tourism, and water re-
sources. However, this year, there 
has been a noticeable lack of snow-
fall, and temperatures have remained 
higher than usual. This is worrying, 
as it could signal larger trends re-
lated to climate change, which could 
have long-term consequences for the 
region’s delicate ecosystem.

The absence of snow is not just 
an environmental concern; it also 
affects the livelihood of thousands 
of people dependent on tourism, es-

pecially in the winter months. Ski 
resorts and other winter activities 
are struggling, resulting in a loss 
of income for businesses and work-
ers who rely on this season for their 
earnings. Furthermore, the reduced 
snowfall could potentially impact wa-
ter resources, as the melting of snow-
pack in the spring is a key source of 
water for the region.

I urge the concerned authorities 
to investigate this anomaly in the 
climate and take proactive steps to 

address the underlying causes. Pub-
lic awareness about climate change 
and its impacts is critical, and efforts 
should be made to implement sus-
tainable practices that can help miti-
gate these adverse effects.

It is essential that we take these 
environmental concerns seriously 
in order to preserve the unique 
beauty and resources of Kashmir 
for future generations.

Yusra Wani 
Srinagar 
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Concern Regarding Warmer Winters in Kashmir This Year

Alcohol: A Social Evil 
or an Economic Necessity?

T
he debate over banning 
alcohol remains a con-
tentious issue in today's 
world. While many sup-

port a ban, others argue that al-
cohol should not be prohibited, 
especially in tourist destinations. 
However, the key question is: 
Is alcohol the only way to boost 
tourism? Are the consequences 
and negative effects of alcohol 
worth the economic revenue that 
states earn from it?

Dr. Marc Schuckit from the 
University of California, San 
Diego, has explored the link be-
tween alcohol consumption and 
aggression, impulsivity, and 
criminal behavior. Studies indi-
cate that alcohol impairs judg-
ment and increases the likelihood 
of violent or reckless actions.

Apart from religious reasons, 
there are many social and physi-
cal arguments for banning alco-
hol consumption. Overall, alcohol 
is seen as a negative influence on 
society. Not only does it impact 
health, but irresponsible con-
sumption is one of the main con-
cerns associated with alcohol use.

When it comes to health con-
cerns, numerous studies by med-
ical professionals highlight the 
dangers of alcohol consumption.

For example, Dr. Charles S. 
Lieber of Harvard Medical School 
conducted extensive research 
on alcohol's effects on the liver, 
leading to significant findings on 
alcoholic liver disease, including 
fatty liver, hepatitis, and cirrho-
sis. His studies from the 1960s to 
the 1980s demonstrated how alco-
hol impacts liver metabolism and 
enzyme production.

Alcohol consumption is also 
linked to heart and cardiovas-
cular issues. Additionally, Dr. 
Jennie Connor from the Univer-
sity of Otago, New Zealand, pub-
lished a study in Addiction (2016) 
confirming that alcohol con-
sumption is directly associated 
with cancers of the liver, breast, 
esophagus, and colon.

Other studies suggest that 
alcohol weakens the immune 
system, making individuals 
more susceptible to infections 
such as pneumonia.

Economic profit should not 
be the sole consideration; moral 
standards also play a crucial role 
in society. Above all, the safety 
and well-being of people should 
be the top priority.

During the 19th and early 
20th centuries, the temperance 
movement—a social movement 
advocating for temperance or total 
abstinence from alcohol—gained 
prominence in many countries, 
particularly in English-speaking, 
Scandinavian, and majority-Prot-
estant nations. This movement 
eventually led to national prohibi-
tions in Canada (1918–1920), Nor-
way (spirits only, 1919–1926), Fin-
land (1919–1932), and the United 
States (1920–1933), as well as pro-
vincial prohibition in India (1948–
present). Several temperance or-
ganizations continue to promote 
alcohol abstinence.

In India, several states en-
force alcohol prohibition, com-
monly referred to as "dry states." 
These include Bihar, Gujarat, 
Mizoram, and Nagaland.

According to the Bihar gov-
ernment, within a year of imple-
menting prohibition, the number 
of murders and gang robberies 
decreased by 20%. Additionally, 
riots declined by 13%, and traffic 
accidents were reduced by 10%. 
The economic impact was also 
notable, with household spend-
ing increasing. Sales of milk 

rose by 10%, cheese by 200%, 
two-wheeled vehicles by 30%, 
and electrical appliances by 50%. 
This data aligns with Dr. Marc 
Schuckit's study on the effects of 
alcohol prohibition.

Alcohol may contribute to 
the economy, but it can never jus-
tify the crimes committed under 
its influence. Every day, we hear 
about crimes, many of which are 
carried out by individuals under 
the influence of alcohol. Crimes 
such as robbery, murder, and 
rape are among the offenses often 
linked to alcohol consumption.

A study conducted by re-
searchers Dr. Anitha Ray-
irala, Dr. K. Sudha Rani, 
Dr. Divija Bunga, and Dr. 
Umashankar stated:

“It is remarkable to note 
that none of the offenders exhib-
ited other psychiatric symptoms 
apart from substance depen-
dence and intoxication at the 
time of committing the crime. 
Our study found that 58.4% of 
subjects had alcohol dependence, 
and most of the crimes were com-
mitted against relatives, primar-
ily spouses. The majority of these 
offenses were directly or indi-
rectly linked to alcohol consump-
tion, as no other psychiatric ill-
nesses or underlying personality 
disorders could be diagnosed.”

As the debate over alcohol 
bans intensifies across India, data 
from an IndiaSpend analysis of 
the 2013 National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) report—the latest 
available—reveals that 15 people 
die every day, or one person ev-
ery 96 minutes, due to the effects 
of alcohol consumption.

Furthermore, according to 
a World Health Organization 
(WHO) report, per capita alcohol 
consumption in India increased 
by 38%, from 1.6 liters in 2003-05 
to 2.2 liters in 2010-12. The report 
also highlighted that over 11% 
of Indians are binge drinkers, 
compared to the global average 
of 16%.

The Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

of 1860 clearly establishes a di-
rect and distinct relationship be-
tween alcoholism and criminal 
behavior. The acute consequenc-
es of alcohol consumption are 
reflected in the rising number of 
serious crimes, including:

•	 Culpable homicide (Section 
304 IPC)

•	 Death due to rash and negli-
gent acts (Section 304A IPC)

•	 Hurt (Section 323 IPC)
•	 Grievous hurt (Section 325 

IPC)
•	 Assault (Section 351 IPC)
•	 Attempted suicide (Section 

309 IPC)
•	 Rape (Section 376 IPC)
•	 Sexual assault (Section 354 

IPC)
•	 Public nuisance (Section 268 

IPC) and
•	 Vandalism.

These statistics and legal pro-
visions highlight the undeniable 
link between alcohol consump-
tion and crime, emphasizing the 
need for stricter regulations and 
awareness to mitigate its harm-
ful effects on society.

In conclusion, banning alco-
hol would be beneficial for both 
individuals and society, leading 
to a healthier and more positive 
environment. Tourism is not 
about alcohol consumption or 
intoxicated behavior; rather, it 
is about enjoying good experi-
ences, visiting beautiful places, 
and spending quality time with 
family and friends. Hill stations 
are often referred to as health 
resorts—what is the purpose of a 
health resort if people visit only 
to drink?

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer

The author Is a freelance writer 
and can be reached at Raza.

zameer@gmail.com

Alcohol may 
contribute to the 
economy, but it can 
never justify the 
crimes committed 
under its influence. 
Every day, we hear 
about crimes, many 
of which are carried 
out by individuals 
under the influence 
of alcohol

Syed Zameer Raza Safvi 

Economic profit should not be the sole 
consideration; moral standards also play a 

crucial role in society. Above all, the safety and 
well-being of people should be the top priority.
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The Secret to Happy Parenting
Prioritize Time With Your Kids and Avoid the Ripple Effect of Conflict

Aulfat Parveen

P
arenting has always been one of life’s 
most rewarding yet challenging jour-
neys. In today’s fast-paced, technology-

driven world, the dynamics of parenting have 
shifted dramatically. With smartphones, so-
cial media, and endless work demands, find-
ing quality time to spend with children has 
become increasingly difficult. Yet, the secret 
to happy parenting remains timeless: priori-
tize time with your kids and avoid the ripple 
effect of conflict. This article explores why 
these two principles are crucial in the mod-
ern era, how they’ve evolved over time, and 
actionable steps to implement them in your 
daily life.

In the past, families often lived in close-knit 
communities where extended family mem-
bers played a significant role in child-rearing. 
Parents had more time to engage with their 
children, and life moved at a slower pace. Fast 
forward to the 21st century, and the picture 
looks vastly different. Parents are juggling de-
manding careers, financial pressures, and the 
constant pull of digital distractions. Children, 
too, are growing up in a world where screens 
often replace face-to-face interactions.

The result? A growing disconnect between 
parents and children. Studies show that chil-
dren today spend significantly less time with 
their parents compared to previous gen-
erations. This lack of quality time can lead 
to feelings of neglect, low self-esteem, and 
behavioral issues in children. On the flip side, 
parents often feel overwhelmed, guilty, and 
stressed, struggling to balance their respon-
sibilities.

Spending quality time with your children 
isn’t just about being physically present—
it’s about being emotionally available. Time 
spent together fosters trust, communication, 
and emotional intimacy. Whether it’s play-

ing a game, reading a book, or simply talking 
about their day, these moments create lasting 
memories and strengthen your relationship. 
Children who feel loved and supported are 
more likely to develop resilience, confidence, 
and a positive outlook on life. Quality time re-
assures them that they are valued and secure.

Parenting can be stressful, but spending 
time with your kids can also bring joy and ful-
fillment. It’s a reminder of what truly matters 
and can help you reconnect with your own in-
ner child. Through shared activities, children 
learn important life skills like problem-solv-
ing, empathy, and teamwork. These lessons 
are far more impactful when taught through 
experience rather than lectures.

While spending time with your kids is es-
sential, how you behave during that time is 
equally important. Conflict between par-

ents—whether it’s frequent arguments, silent 
treatments, or passive-aggressive behavior—
can have a profound impact on children. This 
phenomenon, often referred to as the “ripple 
effect,” can shape a child’s emotional and 
psychological development in ways that last 
a lifetime.

Children are highly perceptive and can 
sense tension even when parents try to hide 
it. Witnessing conflict can lead to anxiety, fear, 
and a sense of instability. Over time, these 
emotions can manifest as behavioral issues or 
mental health challenges. Children learn how 
to navigate relationships by observing their 
parents. If they grow up in a conflict-ridden 
environment, they may struggle with trust, 
communication, and emotional intimacy in 
their own relationships later in life.

The stress of parental conflict can affect a 

child’s ability to concentrate, leading to dif-
ficulties in school. It can also impact their so-
cial skills, making it harder for them to form 
healthy friendships. Looking back at previous 
generations, there are valuable lessons to be 
gleaned. In the past, families often prioritized 
togetherness, whether it was through shared 
meals, community gatherings, or simple ac-
tivities like gardening or storytelling. Conflict, 
while inevitable, was often handled more 
discreetly, with an emphasis on maintaining 
harmony for the sake of the children.

While modern life doesn’t always allow for 
the same level of togetherness, the underlying 
principles remain relevant. The key is to adapt 
these lessons to fit today’s realities. Designate 
specific times or areas in your home where 
screens are off-limits. Use this time to engage 
in meaningful conversations or activities with 
your kids. In a busy world, spontaneity can be 

challenging. Block out time in your calendar 
for family activities, whether it’s a weekly 
game night or a weekend outing.

Be fully present when you’re with your 
children. Put away distractions, listen ac-
tively, and show genuine interest in their 
thoughts and feelings. Disagreements are a 
natural part of any relationship, but how you 
handle them matters. Demonstrate respect, 
empathy, and effective communication when 
resolving conflicts with your partner. Parent-
ing is a team effort. Don’t hesitate to lean on 
your partner, family, or friends for support. If 
conflicts persist, consider seeking profession-
al help to address underlying issues.

Happiness doesn’t always come from grand 
gestures. Sometimes, it’s the little things—like 
a hug, a laugh, or a shared joke—that leave the 
biggest impact. Prioritizing time with your 
kids and minimizing conflict isn’t just about 
creating a happy home in the present—it’s 
about setting the foundation for a brighter 
future. Children who grow up feeling loved, 
supported, and secure are more likely to 
thrive academically, socially, and emotion-
ally. They’re also more likely to carry these 
positive experiences into their own parenting 
journeys, creating a ripple effect of love and 
harmony for generations to come.

In a world that often feels chaotic and un-
predictable, the simple act of being present 
for your children can make all the difference. 
It’s a reminder that, despite the challenges of 
modern life, the heart of parenting remains 
unchanged: love, connection, and the unwav-
ering commitment to your child’s well-being. 
So, take a deep breath, put down your phone, 
and embrace the joy of parenting. After all, 
the secret to happy parenting isn’t a secret at 
all—it’s right there in front of you, waiting to 
be cherished.

The author is an Anganwadi worker in (ICDS)

HAPPINESS DOESN’T 
ALWAYS COME FROM 
GRAND GESTURES. 
SOMETIMES, it’s the little 
things—like a hug, a laugh, or 
a shared joke—that leave the 
biggest impact. Prioritizing 
time with your kids and 
minimizing conflict isn’t just 
about creating a happy home 
in the present—it’s about 
setting the foundation for a 
brighter future

Are We Overdoing Mental Health Awareness?
Too much focus on mental health can fuel more distress, not less

Ian MacRae

O
ver the past decade, discussions about 
mental health have exploded across 
public discourse. From social media 

campaigns to corporate wellness initiatives, 
the message is clear: Talk more, share more, 
and reduce stigma. This increased visibility 
has undeniably helped many seek support, 
normalize conversations, and break down 
harmful misconceptions.

But are we talking too much about men-
tal health? And more importantly, is the way 
we’re talking about it always helpful? There 
is growing concern that excessive awareness 
may have unintended consequences, includ-
ing amplifying distress, interfering with natu-
ral coping mechanisms, and even exacerbat-
ing certain mental health challenges.

The Risks of Overexposure

Mental health awareness campaigns aim to 
inform and support, but they may sometimes 
do the opposite. A well-documented example 
comes from suicide research: Studies have 
shown that excessive or misguided public 
discussion about suicide can lead to increased 
instances of suicidal behavior, a phenomenon 
known as the Werther effect. This is why or-
ganizations like the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and media regulators have de-
veloped strict guidelines on how to discuss 
suicide responsibly.

The same caution applies to certain self-
harming behaviors. Publicizing them in an 
unstructured or sensationalized manner can 
inadvertently encourage imitation rather 
than prevention.

These findings are a matter of ongoing 
debate. But if we recognize that some men-
tal health topics require careful handling to 
avoid harm, shouldn’t we consider whether 
other aspects of mental health awareness 
campaigns might also be counterproductive? 
Even if efforts are well-intentioned, that does 
not mean they are effective.

Awareness, Oversaturation, and Inflation

There is a fine line between raising aware-
ness and overexposing individuals to mental 
health discussions in a way that may reinforce 
distress. Constant but unproductive discus-
sions can heighten self-focus, making individ-
uals more preoccupied with their emotions 
and perceived struggles rather than devel-
oping constructive strategies for resilience 
and well-being. This can fuel rumination, the 
repetitive dwelling on distressing thoughts, 
which is linked to increased anxiety and de-
pression rather than improved mental health.

Another potential issue is the prevalence 
inflation hypothesis which suggests that 
increased mental health awareness may 
paradoxically contribute to rising reports 
of mental health issues. While more people 
recognizing their symptoms can be benefi-
cial, excessive focus on mild distress can shift 
normal emotional responses into pathology, 
reinforcing distress rather than promoting 

resilience. As awareness amplifies, this cycle 
may become self-reinforcing, further driving 
the perceived mental health crisis.

Even if awareness and openness are impor-
tant, we must consider whether social media 
(where all posts function as commercial con-
tent designed to drive ad revenue) is the right 
space for these complex, nuanced, and per-
sonal conversations. Digital awareness cam-
paigns can have unintended consequences, 
particularly when they are disseminated on 
social media platforms that neither creators 
nor consumers can fully control.

The Importance of Forgetting

A growing body of evidence highlights the 
importance of forgetting in resilience and 
mental health recovery. Forgetting is an es-
sential psychological process that supports 
emotional well-being. Letting go of painful 
memories, severed relationships, or past mis-
takes can be a necessary part of coping and 
development. Yet digital technology makes 
forgetting increasingly difficult.

Recent research challenges the belief that 
thought suppression is inherently harmful. 
Instead, training individuals to suppress dis-
tressing thoughts can reduce their emotional 
intensity and make them less likely to intrude 
over time.

This suggests that controlled forgetting can 
be a valuable tool for mental health, benefit-
ing both clinical disorders like post-traumatic 
stress disorder and everyday emotional regu-
lation. In fact, decades of evidence indicate 
that some mental illnesses like PTSD involve 
impaired inhibitory control, meaning recov-
ery may partly depend on improving one's 
ability to forget effectively.

However, when social media algorithms 
and device notifications dictate which memo-
ries resurface, there may be a serious problem 
if individuals lose (or never develop) the abil-
ity to manage their own processes of memory 
and forgetting, making emotional recovery 
more difficult.

The Difference Between Public and 
Personal Conversations

It’s also important to differentiate between 
where and how conversations about mental 
health take place. There’s an important dis-
tinction between:

Public awareness campaigns that promote 
broad discussions but may lack depth, nu-
ance, and expertise.

Personal, high-quality conversations with-
in meaningful relationships that allow for 
empathy, connection, personalized under-
standing, and support.

Over the past decade, discussions about 
mental health have exploded across public 
discourse. From social media campaigns to 
corporate wellness initiatives, the message 
is clear: Talk more, share more, and reduce 
stigma. This increased visibility has undeni-
ably helped many seek support, normalize 
conversations, and break down harmful mis-
conceptions.

But are we talking too much about men-
tal health? And more importantly, is the way 
we’re talking about it always helpful? There 
is growing concern that excessive awareness 
may have unintended consequences, includ-
ing amplifying distress, interfering with natu-
ral coping mechanisms, and even exacerbat-
ing certain mental health challenges.

The Risks of Overexposure

Mental health awareness campaigns aim to 
inform and support, but they may sometimes 
do the opposite. A well-documented example 
comes from suicide research: Studies have 
shown that excessive or misguided public 
discussion about suicide can lead to increased 
instances of suicidal behavior, a phenomenon 
known as the Werther effect. This is why or-
ganizations like the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and media regulators have de-
veloped strict guidelines on how to discuss 
suicide responsibly.

The same caution applies to certain self-
harming behaviors. Publicizing them in an 
unstructured or sensationalized manner can 
inadvertently encourage imitation rather 
than prevention.

These findings are a matter of ongoing 
debate. But if we recognize that some men-

tal health topics require careful handling to 
avoid harm, shouldn’t we consider whether 
other aspects of mental health awareness 
campaigns might also be counterproductive? 
Even if efforts are well-intentioned, that does 
not mean they are effective.

Awareness, Oversaturation, and Inflation

There is a fine line between raising aware-
ness and overexposing individuals to mental 
health discussions in a way that may reinforce 
distress. Constant but unproductive discus-
sions can heighten self-focus, making individ-
uals more preoccupied with their emotions 
and perceived struggles rather than devel-
oping constructive strategies for resilience 
and well-being. This can fuel rumination, the 
repetitive dwelling on distressing thoughts, 
which is linked to increased anxiety and de-
pression rather than improved mental health.

Another potential issue is the prevalence 
inflation hypothesis which suggests that 
increased mental health awareness may 
paradoxically contribute to rising reports 
of mental health issues. While more people 
recognizing their symptoms can be benefi-
cial, excessive focus on mild distress can shift 
normal emotional responses into pathology, 
reinforcing distress rather than promoting 
resilience. As awareness amplifies, this cycle 
may become self-reinforcing, further driving 
the perceived mental health crisis.

Even if awareness and openness are impor-
tant, we must consider whether social media 
(where all posts function as commercial con-
tent designed to drive ad revenue) is the right 
space for these complex, nuanced, and per-
sonal conversations. Digital awareness cam-
paigns can have unintended consequences, 
particularly when they are disseminated on 
social media platforms that neither creators 
nor consumers can fully control.

The Importance of Forgetting

A growing body of evidence highlights the 
importance of forgetting in resilience and 
mental health recovery. Forgetting is an es-
sential psychological process that supports 
emotional well-being. Letting go of painful 
memories, severed relationships, or past mis-
takes can be a necessary part of coping and 
development. Yet digital technology makes 
forgetting increasingly difficult.

Recent research challenges the belief that 
thought suppression is inherently harmful. 
Instead, training individuals to suppress dis-
tressing thoughts can reduce their emotional 
intensity and make them less likely to intrude 
over time.

This suggests that controlled forgetting can 
be a valuable tool for mental health, benefit-
ing both clinical disorders like post-traumatic 
stress disorder and everyday emotional regu-
lation. In fact, decades of evidence indicate 
that some mental illnesses like PTSD involve 
impaired inhibitory control, meaning recov-
ery may partly depend on improving one's 
ability to forget effectively.

However, when social media algorithms 

and device notifications dictate which memo-
ries resurface, there may be a serious problem 
if individuals lose (or never develop) the abil-
ity to manage their own processes of memory 
and forgetting, making emotional recovery 
more difficult.

The Difference Between Public and Person-
al Conversations

It’s also important to differentiate between 
where and how conversations about mental 
health take place. There’s an important dis-
tinction between:

Public awareness campaigns that promote 
broad discussions but may lack depth, nu-
ance, and expertise.

Personal, high-quality conversations with-
in meaningful relationships that allow for 
empathy, connection, personalized under-
standing, and support.

Public discussions, especially on social 
media, may at times do more harm than 
good. Well-meaning individuals, or even 
those with self-serving motives, can take on 
the role of mental health advocates despite 
lacking formal training. Some influencers use 
mental health discussions to gain visibility, 
sell products, or promote personal brands. 
Others, while genuinely trying to help, may 
oversimplify complex issues or share infor-
mation that is useful for them but counter-
productive for others in fundamentally dif-
ferent situations.

On the other hand, direct, personal con-
versations between friends, family members, 
colleagues, and trusted individuals are quali-
tatively different These interactions allow for 
mutual understanding, tailored support, and 
real-time responses, making them far more 
meaningful than generic online discussions 
that amplify problems without offering real 
solutions.

Rethinking Awareness

The quality, context, and medium of men-
tal health discussions matter.

Mental health professionals and research-
ers aren’t beyond criticism, nor should they 
be the only voices on the topic. Psychology 
has had its share of theories later found to be 
weak or unable to be replicated. Our under-
standing of mental health is still evolving, and 
ongoing discussions, research, and evidence 
remain essential. Superficial, self-serving, or 
poorly evidenced awareness efforts can do 
more harm than good.

Likewise, individuals have valuable insight 
into their own mental states. Introspection, 
self-awareness, and social context are crucial 
but often flattened by awareness campaigns 
that fail to account for these nuances.

But perhaps we need less raising of aware-
ness at superficial levels and a stronger focus 
on developing healthy interpersonal rela-
tionships that are not curated for public con-
sumption.

The article was originally published by 
Psychology Today

MENTAL HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS AND 
RESEARCHERS AREN’T 

beyond criticism, nor should 
they be the only voices on the 
topic. Psychology has had its 
share of theories later found 
to be weak or unable to be 

replicated.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI
PHE GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR 

Bagh-i-Ali-Mardan Nowshera Srinagar, e-mail: phegwd@yahoo.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Attention all individuals, firms .industries,factories 

Institutes,orgnnizations.workshops  ( Government/semi 

government / Private) Constructing /operating/using Ground water 

within their Premises / Jurisdiction In Kashmir Province !

As per the regulations outlined by the Jammu & Kashmir Water Resources Regulatory Au-

thority (JKWRRA) in 2010 and 2011, with the latest amendments, it is mandatory- for all 

individuals, firms, industries, factories, institutes, organizations, workshops (whether gov-

ernment, semi-government, or private) constructing, operating, or using bore wells or pro-

duction wells within their premises or jurisdiction in Kashmir to register these wells with the 

Department of Public Health Engineering (PHE), Ground Water Division Srinagar. This reg-

istration must occur within 15 days from the date of construction. However, most of these 

entities have failed to do so until now. Therefore, all users are directed to register their bore 

wells (if they are more than 65 feet deep) upto 31st March 2025. Failure to comply will result 

in strict action against defaulters as per the rules governed by JKWRRA.

Additionally, users already registered with the department are urged to clear any past dues 

upto 31st March 2025. Failure to do so will lead to the publication of defaulting users’ names 

in newspapers, followed by strict actions in accordance with the rules. We also seek coopera-

tion from everyone to help regulate and control ground water assets in the Kashmir province. 

Please report any direct or indirect misuse of ground water in various districts and areas of 

Kashmir province.

For any information, assistance, complaints, or suggestions, please contact the Nodal 

Officer at the  PHE Ground Water Division: Er. Syed Iqbal Rizvi #9906629565

NO: PHE/GWD/12181-90

DIPK-12075/24

Dated: 17/02/2025  Executive Engineer,

PHE  ground Water Division, Srinagar

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PW(R&B) DIVISION CHRARI-SHARIEF

Near: Nowhar(Iqbal Abad) Chrar-I-Sharief E-mail: xenrnbchrar23@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Single cover system

Fresh E-NIT No.46/RNB/CHRAR of 2024-25/ Dated:17/02/2025 

 

 

Single cover system
Fresh E-NIT No.46/RNB/CHRAR of 2024-25/                      Dated:17/02/2025 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on 

Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K  Govt., CPWD, Railways 

and other State/Central Governments for the following works:- 

Position of AAA: -  Accorded 

Position of funds: -  Committed 

Position of TS: -               Sanctioned 

Project Authority:  CEO Yousmarg Development Authority. 
1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of 

quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the 

departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in  as per schedule of dates given below:- 
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 17/02/2025 
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 17/02/2025 

3 Bid submission Start Date 17/02/2025 
4 Bid Submission End Date 27/02/2025 upto 4.00 PM. 

5 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids  28/02/2025 at 11:30 AM in the office of Executive Engineer 

R&B Division Chrarisharief 

 

Note :-The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploading softcopy. 

Any short fall found in the soft copy will render the Bid rejected. 

As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Secteriat Finance department vide No.OM 

No.A/24(2017)-651 dtd.07-06-2018 which reads as under :- 

a) Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with .The same 

should be obtained only from the Bidder who’s declared 1st Lowest (L-1) after opening of financial bids. 

b) The Cost of tender document should be collected by introducing Treasury Challan (Receipt). 

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (deposited in MH: 0059) in favour of 

Executive Engineer R&B Division Chrarisharief (Tender Inviting Authority) and Earnest money / Bid security in shape of 

CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Chrarisharief (Tender Receiving Authority).  The Bank 

Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond bid validity. 

Note:- The Date of Treasury Challan and Earnest Money / Bid security  must be between the date of start of bid and 

Bid Submission End date. Any deviation shall render the bidder as Non-responsive. 

3. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the 

shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Chrarisharief (Tender Receiving Authority) 

within 07 (Seven) days after the date of receipt of letter of acceptance and shall be released after successful 

completion of DLP.  

4. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the 

form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the Tender Receiving Authority, i.e., Executi0ve Engineer R&B Division 

Chrarisharief. Besides that, the successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security in the shape of 

CDR/FDR/BG @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government's circular instructions 

from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the 

submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the total contract cost, which will be released after successful 

completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period. 

5. The date and time of opening of Financial Bids of a responsive bidder shall be notified on Web Site 

 
SN 

 
Nome of Work 

Adv. Cost               

(Rs. In Lacs) 

Cost of 
T/Doc. 

(In Rupees} 

Earnest 
Money          

(In Rupees} 

Time of 
completion 

(days) 

M.H OF 

Account 

Class 

Of 
Contactor 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Construction of Selfie point at Yousmarg 6.93 300/- 13860/- 25 Days Capex Budget 
2024-25 

C/D 

www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed       to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their 

e-mail address.  

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of 

Technical        bids. 

7. The earnest money (EMD) shall be released in favour of unsuccessful bidders only after 

submission of original Treasury Challan. 

8 .  The earnest money/ performance  Security shall be forfeited lf:-  

a)  Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any 

modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid. 

b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time 
limit.  

c) Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No.5557-66  Sd/-
DIPK-12110/24  Executive Engineer
Dated:17/02/2025  R&B Division Chrarisharief

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan..

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth..

Public Notice...

The registar birth BDO Singapora has submitted a case file 
pertaining to birth of Mohd Owais Khan s/o Ali Mohd Khan 
R/o Trikolbal Hanjiwera Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with 
verified date of birth 21/03/2013 occurred at home in this 
connection if any body having objection for issuance of said 
certificate he may contact to this office within 04 days after 
that no objection shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Public Notice

My name has been incorrectly written on my Aadhaar card as 
Saima Begum, whereas my correct name is Khalida Begum, 
which needs to be corrected.
If anyone has any objections in this regard, he/she may file 
them in the concerned office within seven days. After this pe-
riod, no objections shall be entertained.
Khalida Begum
W/o Abdul Rashid Hajam fko
R/o Hajam Mohalla, Palhallan, Tehsil Pattan 

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Fayaz Ahmad Pir, S/O Nizam U Din Pir, R/O Putukha Muqam, 
PIN - 193201, hereby declare that I have changed my name from 
Peer Zada Fayaz Ahmad to Fayaz Ahmad Pir. Henceforth, I shall 
be known and recognized by my new name for all official and 
personal purposes.
If anyone has any objections to this name change, they may 
contact the Passport Office, Srinagar within seven (7) days 
from the date of this notice. After this period, no objections will 
be entertained.

Name: Fayaz Ahmad Pir
S/O: Nizam U Din Pir
R/O: Putukha Muqam, PIN - 193201 fko

‘Warmth Promotes Dengue Spread; Effects 
Of Rainfall On Its Outbreak Can Vary’

Press Trust Of India

W
hile rising temperatures con-
sistently promote the spread of 
dengue, rainfall could either in-
crease or decrease the spread, 

depending on how long a region has experi-
enced a dry season, a study has found.

As warmer, humid conditions, driven 
by climate change, increase dengue out-
breaks, including in countries previously 
unaffected, the study, published in the jour-
nal Science, detailed how temperature and 
rainfall interact, and affect disease spread.

Researchers, led by those from Korea 
Advanced Institute of Science and Tech-
nology and the Institute for Basic Sci-
ence, stressed on the role of local climate 
conditions in spreading dengue, thereby 
warranting tailored strategies in pre-
venting disease.

Dengue is a viral infection, caused by 
the bite of an infected mosquito. Climates of 
tropical and sub-tropical regions are known 
to favour the disease’s spread, mostly in ur-
ban and semi-urban areas.

Focussing on 16 regions of the Philip-
pines, known for their diverse climate, the 
researchers analysed five years’ data, re-
corded between January 2015 and Decem-
ber 2019.

While rising temperatures were con-

sistently related with a higher rate of den-
gue spread across the regions, rainfall was 
found to increase disease spread in eastern 
regions and decrease it in western ones.

The team explained that the contrasting 
effects of how rainfall affected the spread of 
dengue depended on a “previously over-
looked” critical factor— ‘variation in dry 
season length’, which refers to the differ-

ences in how long a dry season (with little 
to no rainfall) lasts between varied geo-
graphic regions.

In regions seeing fewer changes in the 
duration of dry season, rainfall tended to 
flush out stagnant water, reducing breed-
ing sites for mosquitoes, thereby suppress-
ing dengue spread, the researchers said.

However, in regions experiencing more 

changes in dry season length, sporadic 
rainfall created new breeding sites and 
weakened the flushing effect, thereby driv-
ing an increase in mosquito populations 
and dengue cases.

“Our findings provide robust evidence 
for how climatic factors influence dengue 
transmission in diverse environments. 
This represents a significant step toward 
understanding how climate change may 
impact mosquito-borne diseases globally,” 
first author Olive R. Cawiding, from Korea 
Advanced Institute of Science and Technol-
ogy and the Institute for Basic Science, said.

To validate their findings, the research-
ers extended their analysis to Puerto Rico, 
another region with diverse climate patterns. 
Data from municipalities, including San 
Juan, Adjuntas, and Ponce, covering a 20-year 
period from 1986 to 2005 was analysed.

The findings revealed similar patterns 
in how rainfall regulated the spread of den-
gue and “aligned with the results from the 
Philippine data”.

“We found that temperature consistent-
ly increased dengue incidence throughout 
all the regions, while rainfall effects dif-
fered depending on the variation in dry sea-
son length, a factor previously overlooked,” 
the authors wrote.

“Our findings emphasise the need for 
tailored prevention strategies based on lo-
cal climate conditions, rather than a one-
size-fits-all approach,” they wrote.

We found that 
temperature 
consistently 
increased 
dengue incidence 
throughout all 
the regions, while 
rainfall effects 
differed depending 
on the variation in 
dry season length, 
a factor previously 
overlooked

‘US FDA-Approved Diabetes Drug Shows 
Promise Against Heart Attacks, Strokes’
IANS

A 
team of researchers, 
led by one of Indian 
origin, has found that 
a drug recently ap-

proved by the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to treat 
type 2 diabetes can also reduce 
heart attacks and stroke.

The international clini-
cal trial involving more than 
10,000 participants showed that 
the drug -- Sotagliflozin which 
is also approved to treat kid-
ney disease -- can additionally 
also reduce cardiovascular risk 
among these patients.

Sotagliflozin is a sodium-
glucose cotransporter (SGLT) 
inhibitor. It blocks the func-
tion of two proteins, known as 
SGLT1 and SGLT2, which move 
glucose and sodium across cell 
membranes and help control 
blood sugar levels. Other SGLT2 
inhibitors do not as significant-
ly block SGLT1.

“These results demonstrate 

a new mechanism of action -- 
combined blockade with sota-
gliflozin of the SGLT1 receptors 
(found in the kidney, gut, heart, 
and brain) and SGLT2 receptors 
(found in the kidney) -- to reduce 
heart attack and stroke risk,” 
said Deepak L Bhatt, Director of 
Mount Sinai Fuster Heart Hos-
pital and Professor of Cardio-
vascular Medicine at the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount 

Sinai, US.
“The benefits seen here are 

distinct from those seen with the 
other very popular SGLT2 inhib-
itors in widespread clinical use 
for diabetes, heart failure, and 
kidney disease,” Bhatt said.

The randomised, multi-
center trial included 10,584 
patients with chronic kidney 
disease, type 2 diabetes, and ad-
ditional cardiovascular risk fac-

tors; and analysed the ability of 
sotagliflozin to reduce the risks 
of life-threatening cardiovascu-
lar outcomes. The participants 
were followed for an average of 
16 months.

The results, published in 
The Lancet Diabetes and Endo-
crinology, showed that people 
in the sotagliflozin group had a 
23 per cent reduction in the rate 
of heart attacks, strokes, and 
deaths from such cardiovascu-
lar causes compared with the 
placebo group.

Bhatt said that sotagliflozin 
was approved to reduce the risk 
of deaths from cardiovascular 
causes, hospitalisations for 
heart failure, and urgent heart 
failure visits for patients with 
either heart failure or type 2 
diabetes, chronic kidney dis-
ease, and other cardiovascular 
risk factors.

“The new data show that it 
additionally reduces the risk of 
heart attacks and strokes, and 
we could see more widespread 
use as a result.”



"Issue notice. Returnable 

on April 28. Reply shall 

be filed within three 

weeks and rejoinder 

thereafter," the bench 

said.

Crude oil imports 
fell to USD 13.43 
billion from USD 
16.56 billion in 
January 2024 and 
USD 15.27 billion 
in December 
2024.
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GOLD OF 99.5 PER CENT PURITY PULLED BACK FROM ITS RECORD 
LEVEL and depreciated Rs 1,200 to Rs 87,800 per 10 grams. It closed at 
Rs 89,000 per 10 grams in the previous trading close.

Gold Retreats From All-
Time High, Down `1,200 
To `88,200 Per 10 Gm

SC To Examine NFRA's Plea On 
Powers To Probe, Penalise Misconduct 
Of CAs, Accounting Firms

Exports Contracts 2.38% In Jan; 
Trade Deficit Widens To USD 23 Bn

Sensex, Nifty Eke Out Gains In Volatile 
Session, End 8-Day Losing Run

Vice President Calls For 
Revitalization Of Rural Economies 
Through Micro Industries

Profit Booking Leading FIIs To 
Sell Indian Equities: FM

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Gold prices re-
treated from all-time level 
in the national capital on 
Monday, with the precious 
metal declining Rs 1,200 
to Rs 88,200 per 10 grams 
due to emergence of fresh 
selling from stockists and 
retailers.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the yellow 
metal of 99.9 per cent purity 
had soared Rs 1,300 to hit an 
all-time high of Rs 89,400 per 
10 grams on Friday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent pu-
rity pulled back from its re-
cord level and depreciated 
Rs 1,200 to Rs 87,800 per 10 
grams. It closed at Rs 89,000 
per 10 grams in the previous 
trading close.

Silver prices also faced 
selling pressure and slipped 
below the Rs 1 lakh-mark by 
losing Rs 1,800 to Rs 98,200 
per kg on Monday.

Traders said fading de-
mand from jewellers as well 
as retailers at domestic spot 
market at existing levels 
weighed on the precious 
metal prices.

However, in futures trade 
on the MCX, gold contracts 
for April delivery climbed Rs 

431 to Rs 85,118 per 10 grams.
Silver futures also in-

creased Rs 234 to Rs 95,820 
per kg on the Multi Com-
modity Exchange (MCX).

Comex gold futures for 
April delivery appreciated 
USD 11.25 per ounce to USD 
2,911.95 per ounce in the 
global markets.

"COMEX gold rebounded, 
following a sharp decline 
in the previous session 
as US retail sales figures, 
coupled with hopes for a 
lower-than-expected PCE 
data, which have prompted 
money markets to price 
in around 40 basis points 
of Fed interest rate cuts in 

2025," Kaynat Chainwala, 
AVP-Commodity Research 
at Kotak Securities, said.

Meanwhile, spot gold at 
Comex traded 0.49 per cent 
higher at USD 2,896.68 per 
ounce.

"Gold resumed trading 
on a positive note, aided by 
a pullback in US Treasury 
yields and a softer US dol-
lar. The dollar index stayed 
near a two-month low after 
falling more than 1 per cent 
last week, dragged down 
by weaker-than-expected 
US economic data," Saumil 
Gandhi, Senior Analyst of 
Commodities at HDFC Secu-
rities, said.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The Supreme 
Court on Monday agreed to 
consider a plea of National Fi-
nancial Reporting Authority 
(NFRA) relating to its power 
to issue show cause notices, 
investigate and penalise mis-
conduct of chartered accoun-
tants and accounting firms.

The NFRA approached the 
top court assailing certain 
directions of the Delhi High 
Court in a judgement deliv-
ered on February 7.

The high court upheld the 
validity of Section 132(4) 
of the Companies Act, 2013 
which empowers the NFRA to 
initiate disciplinary proceed-
ings against individual part-
ners and CAs but also auditing 
firms in respect of any audit.

It, however, quashed the 
show-cause notices issued to 
several auditing firms, such as 
Deloitte Haskins and Sells LLP 
and Federation of Chartered 
Accountants Association, on 
the ground that the procedure 
adopted by the NFRA "clearly 
lacked attributes of neutrality 
and a dispassionate appraisal".

The high court said that the 
same officials of NEFRA, who 
issue the show cause notices to 
the auditing firms and the CAs, 
cannot adjudicate on penalty 
after probing the issues.

The Supreme Court bench 

comprising Chief Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna and Justice Sanjay Ku-
mar issued notices to the au-
diting firms and others on the 
plea of NFRA against the high 
court judgement after taking 
note of the submissions of So-
licitor General Tushar Mehta, 
appearing for the NEFRA.

The top court, however, 
prima facie did not agree with 
the submissions that the three 
officials of the NFRA be al-
lowed to continue with the 
probe adjudication process 

following the issuance of the 
show cause notice to auditors 
and the high court verdict be 
stayed in the meanwhile.

"This is a detailed judgment 
which we cannot stay like 
this," the CJI said, adding that 
under the customs and excise 
law, the officials, who issue 
show cause notice, do not as-
sess the case later and it has to 
be someone else.

The bench highlighted the 
importance of having different 
investigating and the adjudica-
tory arms for ensuring fairness 
in the actions of NEFRA.

"There are the only three 
members in NEFRA. They are 
the only members," the law 
officers said, adding that the 
functioning of the body will 
be affected due to the high 
court judgement.

"Issue notice. Returnable on 
April 28. Reply shall be filed 
within three weeks and rejoin-
der thereafter," the bench said.
The high court had rejected a 
challenge to the provisions on 
the power of the NFRA to inves-
tigate and penalise the miscon-
duct of chartered accountants.

It had dismissed petitions 
filed by individual chartered 
accountants and auditing 
firms, such as Deloitte Haskins 
and Sells LLP and Federation 
of Chartered Accountants As-
sociation, saying there was no 
merit in their challenge.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- India's exports 
declined for the third month in 
a row in January, falling by 2.38 
per cent year-on-year to USD 
36.43 billion, while the trade 
deficit widened to 
USD 22.99 billion 
in the month.

Imports rose 
by 10.28 per cent 
year-on-year to 
USD 59.42 billion 
in January due to 
an increase gold 
shipments, ac-
cording to the 
Commerce Minis-
try data.

The trade deficit 
was USD 21.94 bil-
lion in December 
and USD 16.55 billion in Janu-
ary last year.

Commerce Secretary Sunil 
Barthwal told reporters that 
despite economic uncertainties 
in the world, India's exports are 
doing better in both goods and 
services sectors.

He said that sectors like elec-
tronics, pharma, rice and gems 
and jewellery are registering 
health growth rates during the 
month under review.

"Despite conflicts, and tariff 

retaliation around the world, 
we are doing well," Barthwal 
said, adding India's goods and 
services exports would cross 
USD 800 billion in 2025-25.

Total exports were worth 
USD 778 billion in 2023-24.

In January, gold 
imports rose to USD 
2.68 billion from USD 
1.9 billion in the same 
month last year. Gold 
imports were USD 4.7 
billion in December 
2024.

Crude oil imports 
fell to USD 13.43 bil-
lion from USD 16.56 
billion in January 
2024 and USD 15.27 
billion in December 
2024.

The data showed 
that the estimated value of 
services exports for January 
2025 was USD 38.55 billion 
compared to USD 31.01 billion 
in January 2024. Imports, on 
the other hand, are estimated 
at USD 18.22 billion compared 
to USD 14.84 billion in January 
2024.

On the goods front, key ex-
port sectors, including petro-
leum, and chemicals, have reg-
istered negative growth during 
the month under review.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Stock markets 
snapped the eight-day los-
ing run in a volatile session 
on Monday with benchmark 
Sensex closing higher by 57 
points on the back of value buy-
ing in blue-chip stocks HDFC 
Bank and Reliance Industries.

Helped by fag-end buy-
ing, the 30-share BSE Sensex 
climbed 57.65 points or 0.08 
per cent to settle at 75,996.86. 
During the day, the barometer 
tanked 644.45 points or 0.84 
per cent to 75,294.76. The NSE 
Nifty rebounded 30.25 points 
or 0.13 per cent to 22,959.50.

Reports that the US and In-
dia will meet soon to decide 
on broad contours of a trade 
agreement for reducing tariffs 
supported buying in metal, 
pharma and financial shares, 
analysts said.

From the 30-share blue-chip 
pack, Bajaj Finserv, Power Grid, 
IndusInd Bank, Adani Ports, 
UltraTech Cement, HDFC Bank, 
Zomato and Tata Motors were 
among the major gainers.

Mahindra & Mahindra, Bharti 
Airtel, Tata Consultancy Servic-
es, Infosys, ICICI Bank, and ITC 
were the biggest laggards.

Foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) offloaded equities worth 
Rs 4,294.69 crore on Friday, ac-
cording to exchange data.

The total outflow by FPIs 
has reached Rs 99,299 crore -- 
near Rs 1 lakh crore -- in 2025 
so far, data with the deposi-
tories showed. FPIs pulled out 
Rs 21,272 crore in the first two 
weeks of this month, driven by 
global tensions after the US im-
posed tariffs on imports. This 
came following a net outflow of 
Rs 78,027 crore in January.

"Markets eked out mod-
est gains in late recovery in a 
highly volatile trade, but most 
importantly it managed to halt 
the 8-session losing streak.

"Positive Asian and European 
indices aided sentiment, while 
gains in select banking, oil & gas, 
metal and power stocks helped 
local benchmarks recover from 
their early lows," Prashanth 
Tapse, Senior VP (Research), 
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

Press Trust Of India

CHANDIGARH- Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Monday 
called for the revitalization of 
rural economies through micro 
industries that add value to ag-
ricultural and dairy products.

"There must be evolution of 
a mechanism in a village or in 
a cluster of villages where you 
have micro industries at the 
farm that add value to the agro 
produce, that add value to the 
livestock produced, milk pro-
duced. This will help evolve 
a sustainable society and the 
nutritional food value will cer-
tainly go up.

"What stops us from hav-
ing entrepreneurial skills to 
produce ice creams, paneer, 
sweets, and the like in village 
clusters? This is very impor-
tant because it will generate 
employment and satisfy rural 
youth," Dhankhar said.

Dhankhar was the chief 
guest at the inauguration of 
Advanced Entrepreneurship 
Skill Development Program 
(A-EDSP) on "Functional Foods, 
Neutraceuticals and their Safe-
ty" at National Agri-Food and 
Biomanufacturing Institute in 
Mohali.

Emphasising that technol-
ogy must be integrated into 
farming practices to improve 
efficiency and productivity, the 
vice president said, "startups 
are there in Tier-2 and Tier-3 
cities. They have to trickle to 
villages now because agri-
culture produce is lifeline of 
economy, raw material for in-
dustry. And when this takes 

place, close to the farmland in 
the rural firmament, evolving 
as a cluster, economy will take 
a jump, and people will believe 
in the farmland."

Urging farmers to stay in-
formed about advancements 
in technology and its potential 
benefits, he said, "A farmer is 
by and large clinging to his 
tractor. He wants to use the 
tractor for as long as it can 
last, ignorant of the fact that 
new technology is becoming 
environment-friendly, fuel-
efficient, multifunctional, and 
highly subsidized".

He said there has to be an 
awareness campaign to tell the 
farmers that you don't need 
anybody's help. "You only have 
to know your inner strength to 
change your economy to a very 
high level. Form small groups, 
market your product at a price 
of your choice; you can.

"But by and large, I see farm 
produce is sold when it is not 
farmers' market, it is buyers' 
market. The government pro-
vides facilities to hold on to the 
stock by massive warehousing 
and cooperative movement. I 
can tell you the farm policies of 
the government are so helping 
the farmer.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI- Seeking to assuage 
concerns over foreign insti-
tutional investors (FII) selling 
Indian equities lately, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Monday attributed the ac-
tion to profit booking.

Speaking to reporters in the 
financial capital, Sitharaman 
said the Indian economy is one 
where the investors are bag-
ging better returns which leads 
to profit booking.

"FIIs also go out when they 
are able to or in a position to 
book profits. Indian market 
today, Indian economy today, 
has an environment in which 
investments are also yielding 
good returns and profit book-
ing is also happening," she said.

It can be noted that FIIs have 
sold over Rs 1.56 lakh crore of 
stocks since October last year, 
including nearly Rs 1 lakh crore 
in 2025 itself, which has led to a 
sharp correction on the indices 
and wiping out investor wealth.

Finance Secretary Tuhin 
Kanta Pandey said FIIs are not 
moving from one emerging 
market to other, and added that 
in times of global uncertainties 
like the one being witnessed 
right now, they tend to go back 
to the country of origin, which 
is mostly the US.

He also hinted that these 
shifts may be temporary, and 
added that Indian markets are 
resilient.

Explaining that apart from de-
mand-supply issues, growth pros-
pects also influence investor be-

havior, Pandey said India remains 
the fastest growing large economy 
and added that the recently an-
nounced Budget has a slew of 
growth-oriented measures.

"We have faced global head-
winds in the past, and will con-
tinue to face them. But I think 
India is in a strong position to 
handle it," he added.

Ajay Seth, Secretary of the De-
partment of Economic Affairs, 
dismissed any idea of a govern-
ment interference in the market 
because of the heavy sell-offs, 
stating that such a move can 
be carried out only if there is 
any evidence of market failure, 
which is not the case at present.

Seth said equities do not 
function on government poli-
cies alone, and added that for-
eign investors go to developed 
or bigger markets in periods of 
uncertainties.

He said that while India 
has shown resilience when it 
comes to world events in parts, 
it is not fully de-coupled either.

To a question on the US 
posturing on tariffs, Sithara-
man said India is working to-
wards becoming more investor 
friendly and pointed to recent 
budget announcements on re-
forms in customs duties.

Agri Deptt Organizes 
Two-Day Awareness Prog On  
‘Scientific Beekeeping’
Observer News Service

KULGAM- The Department of Agriculture & Farm-
ers Welfare Department Kulgam Monday organized a 
Seminar cum Awareness programme on "Scientific Bee 
Keeping", under National Beekeeping & Honey Mission 
(NBHM) at Community hall here at DH Pora Kulgam.

This programme was inaugurated by the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kulgam Athar Aamir Khan.

The programme  was attended by Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate  Bashir-ulHassan, Tehsildar DH Pora, Chief Agri-
culture Officer, District Agriculture Officer, Cordinator, 
Scientists from KVK Pombay and other officers besides 
farmers, beekeepers and unemployed youth.

Addressing the occasion, the DC stressed upon the 
concerned authorities to extend their range of operation 
and involve more farmers especially the unemployed 
youth under various welfare programmes sponsored by 
the department so that they can avail benefits for their 
sustainable livelihood.

He emphasized to disseminate awareness among the 
people regarding various new and scientific beekeeping 
cultivation methods so that productivity is increased.

He also urged the concerned to ensure handholding of 
farmers not only in increasing the production but to work 
on marketing aspect to fetch best prices of their products.

5-Day HRD Programme 
On Integrated Pest 
Management Takes Off
Observer News Service

JAMMU- A Five-Day Human Resource Development 
(HRD) Programme on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
was inaugurated today at Kisan Kendra, Talab Tillo.

The event, organized by the Central Integrated Pest 
Management Centre Jammu, was inaugurated by Direc-
tor Agriculture Jammu, S. Arvinder Singh Reen.

The participants included Joint Director (Extension) Ag-
riculture, Satish Sharma; Professor & Head of Plant Pathol-
ogy, SKUAST-J, Dr. Vishal Gupta; Deputy Director (Train-
ing), Alok Pandotra; Plant Protection Officer (PPO) Jammu, 
Madan Lal; Assistant Director Law Enforcement (ADLE), 
Kuldeep Singh; and Deputy Director (Plant Protection) 
CIPMC Jammu, Dr. Mithilesh Kumar Arya.

 The HRD programme has been designed to enhance partici-
pants' understanding of the safe and judicious use of pesticides, 
promote the use of CIB&RC- approved pesticides, and highlight 
the role of botanicals in agriculture for achieving sustainable 
agricultural practices. Specifically, the programme aims to pro-
vide practical insights and technical knowledge to 40 pesticide 
dealers and progressive farmers from the Jammu Division. In 
his inaugural address, the Director emphasised the crucial 
importance of adopting best practices for Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) to maintain environmental sustain-
ability and enhancing crop productivity. 

Sebi Notifies Procedure To 
Amend Rules, Mandates 
Public Consultation
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- To bring more transparency, markets 
watchdog Sebi has specified a new procedure for mak-
ing regulations, mandating public consultation and for 
engagement of stakeholders for modifying norms.

In a gazette notification, the regulator has notified 
Sebi (Procedure for making, amending, and reviewing 
of regulations) Regulations, 2025.

To make regulations, Sebi will publish on its offi-
cial website the proposal containing the suggested 
changes to the policy; a statement of the regulatory 
intent and objectives of the proposed regulations; and 
the manner, process and timelines for receiving pub-
lic comments.

"A minimum of 21 calendar days shall ordinarily be 
provided for receiving public comments", Sebi said.

On receipt of public comments, the rationale for rejec-
tion, if any, of comments will be published on the Sebi's 
official website.

Thereafter, the proposed regulations and the related 
agenda paper will be considered by Sebi. If the agenda 
paper has been prepared following a public consulta-
tion, it will include a systematic compilation of com-
ments received or a summary of such comments, and 
the remarks thereon of Sebi.

Group Of 35 Farmers
Leaves For Inter-UT 
Agro-Exposure Visit
 Observer News Service

DODA-  Deputy Commissioner (DC) Harvinder Singh 
Monday flagged off a group of 35 farmers for an inter-
UT agro-exposure visit within Jammu and Kashmir. The 
initiative is being organised under the Development of 
Seed & Seed Multiplication Chain by the Department of 
Agriculture Production & Farmers Welfare Doda.

The DC interacted with the farmers, emphasizing the 
importance of such exposure visits in enhancing their 
knowledge about modern agricultural practices and 
boosting agro-entrepreneurship. He encouraged the 
participants to make the most of the opportunity by 
learning advanced techniques and innovations that can 
be implemented in the district to improve agricultural 
productivity and profitability.

  Chief Agriculture Officer Anil Gupta, along with of-
ficers and officials of the Agriculture Department were 
also present at the flag off event. The participating farm-
ers drawn from different parts of the District   expressed 
enthusiasm for the visit and its potential to positively 
impact their farming practices.

This exposure visit aims to strengthen the farmers’ 
understanding of progressive farming methodologies 
and promote the adoption of innovative agro-tech-
niques across the district.
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Kashmir’s Rivers
from I&FC Department stated that the water 

level is low due to the snowless winter. “The per-
sistent deficit rainfall has affected the recharging 
of the water reservoirs across the Valley,” they 
informed.

Notably, Jammu and Kashmir has recorded 
a total deficit rainfall of 29 per cent so far with 
the highest deficiency recorded in the month of 
January 2024 at 91 per cent.

Also, in the first two months till February 12, 
all the districts across the Union Territory have re-
corded a large deficit of rainfall.

The Union Territory has recorded a deficit rain-
fall of 79 per cent as against the normal precipita-
tion of 140 mm, the rainfall of just 29.8 was re-
corded from January 01 to February 12, 2025.

In the meantime, the ongoing situation has 
landed Jal Shakti Department (JSD) in a manage-
able position to provide drinking water facility to 
the households of Kashmir region.

A top official of Jal Shakti Department said that 
“We are in a situation wherein I cannot say that 
we have sufficient or insufficient drinking water 
availability for the consumers of Kashmir region.”

“As of now, we are in a good position to manage 
the supply of drinking water to almost all areas of 
Kashmir region,” he said.

Asked about the backup plan or alternative in 
case of any water scarcity, the official said that the 
government has ensured every backup for the PHE 
and consumers. (KNO)

Fresh WD Likely
to increase, with light to moderate rainfall over 

most parts of Jammu and Kashmir, and some ar-
eas predicted to receive heavy rain or snow. The 
forecast indicates that weather conditions will 
improve on February 21, with dry conditions ex-
pected across the region.

In the Kashmir Valley plains, rain is expected 
initially, though a sharp drop in temperatures 
could lead to snowfall especially in scattered 
higher reach areas if heavy precipitation persists. 
Temperatures are predicted to remain between 15 
and 18°C on February 19 before falling further be-
low to 7°C on February 20.

As per the forecast, the Jammu region is ex-
pected to record higher rainfall than the Kashmir 
Valley with Ramban, Kishtwar, and Doda districts 
in the Chenab Valley likely to see moderate to 
heavy rainfall.

The Pir Panjal range is expected to receive heavy 
snowfall, particularly in popular destinations such 
as Gulmarg, Sinthan Top, Peer Ki Gali, and areas 
along the Mughal Road.

With relatively higher temperatures, lightning 
and thundershowers are likely in the Jammu re-
gion. Weather conditions are expected to improve 
from February 21 onwards after the anticipated 
wet spell.

Kashmir’s Vital Achabal
warn that without a comprehensive water 

management policy, the crisis will worsen. “We 
need a holistic approach to manage water resourc-
es, particularly for rivers like Jhelum and Chenab. 
A structured policy would help regulate water 

release and conservation,” Rasool emphasized.
The impact of global warming is visible world-

wide, with extreme weather patterns causing 
floods and droughts.

Experts suggest that conserving wetlands, lakes, 
and rivers could mitigate climate change effects.

Rasool urged both the government and citi-
zens to take immediate action to prevent further 
environmental degradation. “Pollution in our 
riverbanks must be stopped at every level—from 
households to municipal authorities. Sustainable 
conservation efforts are crucial for the survival of 
our water bodies,” he said.

With no official water management policy in 
place, experts stress the need for immediate in-
tervention to safeguard Kashmir’s water resources 
and prevent a deeper crisis. (KINS)

Hydropower Generation
250 Megawatts of power from the local hydel 

projects that amounts to 20 percent of the to-
tal generation capacity. However, in the ongoing 
month, the power generation has further reduced 
by five percent.

A top official of the department said, “In the 
month of January, PDD on an average was gener-
ating nearly 250 MWs of power from the power 
plants across Jammu and Kashmir.”

“However, the power generation has further de-
creased with the officials saying that the depart-
ment was able to generate only 190 MWs of power 
in the ongoing month,” the official said.

It also said that in the month of February, the 
department was facing less production. “As of 
now, we are generating around 190 MWs of power 
across Jammu and Kashmir out of a total genera-
tion capacity of 1200 MWs.”

The official further admitted that the depart-
ment was not able to generate power as in pre-
vious years during the peak time. We are reeling 
under global warming and climate change.

“Over a period of time, we have not been able 
to generate the normal power that we used to 
generate in previous years because of less water 
availability. Water availability period is also short-
ening,” the official said.

It also said that the generation capacity cannot 
be measured in one day only. “The power genera-
tion varies. We reserve the water in the daytime to 
generate power during the peak hours. In the peak 
time, we are generating 50 MWs of power from 
the lower Jhelum and 5 MWs during the regu-
lar time. Besides, we are able to generate only 8 
MW of power from the Kangan and 6 MWs from 
Sumbal power projects respectively,” the official 
said.

In Jammu and Kashmir we have a total of 1200 
Megawatts (MWs) hydel power production ca-
pacity of which 900 MW is from the Baglihar 
Hydroelectric Power Project.

“Across Jammu and Kashmir, as far as snowfall 
occurrence and early winters are concerned, last 
year we were in the same situation with regard to 
the power generation in the month of February,” 
the official said. Adding, “This year we look for-
ward to at least generating what we did last year. 
If the snow occurs now onwards there will be the 
added advantage of power generation.”

The official also said, “We have made some of 
the machines functional that were earlier defunct 
in the shut-down period. We are hoping that we 
get a good outcome from it.” (KNO)

Lack Of Snowfall
2025 Khelo India Winter Games has further 

dented the tourism sector, leading to substantial 
cancellations.

He added that beyond the Khelo India event, the 
lack of snow has resulted in a 20–30% decline in 
business in Gulmarg and a 50% dip in other desti-
nations like Pahalgam and Srinagar. “The industry, 
which usually thrives on winter tourism, is strug-
gling due to the unseasonal dry spell,” he said.

Chaya highlighted concerns that mounting ‘un-
organised’ and ‘unchecked’ commercial expan-
sion in the region is a term for worsening climate 
change factors.

“We have been vocal about the need for sustain-
able and green architecture. The government must 
prioritise eco-friendly infrastructure to preserve 
Kashmir’s fragile ecology,” the industry expert, 
Chaya, added.

He said that the impact extends beyond tour-
ism, with warnings of water scarcity affecting 
agriculture and horticulture due to reduced snow-
fall, urging immediate policy interventions to mit-
igate long-term damage to both tourism and the 
environment.

Manzoor Pakthoon, Chairman Kashmir 
Houseboat Owners Association (KHOA), also high-
lighted the challenges faced by stakeholders this 
year.

“Our winter economy depends on snowfall. 
People visit Kashmir for winter activities and 
snow-covered landscapes, but this year, there was 
hardly any snow. As a result, we saw a significant 
number of cancellations. Tourists, who expected 
snow through March, had to change their plans,” 
Pakthoon said.

According to Pakthoon, foreign tourist arrivals 
also witnessed a steep decline, particularly from 
Europe and Russia, which were key markets in 
previous years.

“Last year, even with slightly less snowfall, tour-
ists still came. However, this year, due to the unfa-
vourable weather conditions, many international 
visitors cancelled their plans. The decline in for-
eign tourists has been significant,” he added.

Chaya said while Gulmarg previously boasted 
full occupancy in peak winter, this season saw 
only around 60% bookings. The industry was rely-
ing on February to recover losses, but low snowfall 
dashed those hopes.

He highlighted that as climate change was 
tightening its grip on Kashmir, the tourism sector 
faces an uncertain future, warning of greater eco-
nomic setbacks if sustainability measures are not 
implemented soon.

HM To Review
is essential for crimes to be registered so that 

there should not be any delay in filing FIRs.
HM Shah emphasised that efforts should be 

made to achieve over 90 per cent conviction rate 
in cases with sentences of more than 7 years and 
that the police, government lawyers, and judiciary 

should work together to ensure that the guilty are 
punished as swiftly as possible.

The Home Minister reiterated that senior po-
lice officers should regularly monitor cases of 
organised crime, terrorism, and mob lynching to 
prevent the misuse of the sections related to these 
crimes.

Army Fully Capable
the ceasefire agreement on February 25, 2021.
The Lt Governor said police and other security 

agencies are working in a close synergy and they 
have been given clear directions to wipe out ter-
rorism and end this ecosystem.

“There will be no pause in anti-terrorism opera-
tions as the top priority is to maintain peace and 
tranquillity in J&K,” he said.

Stresses On
first-edition of Sikh Cricket Premier League 

here, the lieutenant governor said he strongly 
believes that socio-economic goals of develop-
ment and empowerment of youth should be made 
through public-private partnerships.

“In 2020 I had initiated public-private partner-
ship projects. Even today, we are also creating an 
enabling policy environment in which youth’s 
concerns can be reflected and redressed in a 
speedy manner,” he said.

He congratulated the All J&K Sikh Coordination 
Committee for playing a vital role in empowering 
the Sikh community and preserving its rich heri-
tage through such innovative programs, while fos-
tering a sense of pride and responsibility towards 
the society and the nation among its youth.

“Today, Jammu Kashmir is working for in-
clusive growth, which means socio-economic 
growth of all sections of society. Such initiatives 
hold the key to equitable growth and socio-eco-
nomic change. It also promotes the ideals and val-
ues of unity, discipline and harmony,” the lieuten-
ant governor said.

“Our youth from the Sikh community rep-
resent the very pivot around which socio-eco-
nomic growth and transformation of the society 
takes a new shape and to ensure this we are 
working with dedication for mainstreaming of 
Sikh youth into the development process,” he 
added.

Sinha asked the youth to follow the footsteps 
of their great ancestors and make the entire Sikh 
community and the nation proud.

The lieutenant governor also highlighted his 
resolve to develop a robust ecosystem where the 
Sikh community members, especially the youth 
have access to opportunities and make meaning-
ful contributions to the society.

“It is not just a sporting event but a cultural 
and social initiative that reflects the commitment 
to holistic community development and aims to 
build a brighter future for the youth of Sikh com-
munity in J&K,” he said.

In Rare Gesture,
including ministers, senior officials and busi-

ness leaders, it said.
According to a media advisory issued by the 

MEA on Monday, External Affairs Minister S 

Jaishankar will call on the Emir of Qatar later in 
the evening.

On Tuesday morning, the Emir of Qatar will be 
accorded a ceremonial welcome at the forecourt 
of the Rashtrapati Bhawan, followed by his meet-
ing with PM Modi at the Hyderabad House.

The talks between the two leaders will cover 
various aspects of the bilateral relations, the MEA 
said on Saturday.

An exchange of memoranda of understanding 
(MoUs) is scheduled for Tuesday afternoon, after 
which the Emir of Qatar will meet Murmu, accord-
ing to the advisory.

The Emir of Qatar’s visit comes at the invitation 
of PM Modi. This would be his second state visit to 
India. He earlier visited India in March 2015, the 
MEA said.

India and Qatar have deep-rooted historical ties 
of friendship, trust and mutual respect. In recent 
years, the ties between the two countries, includ-
ing in the areas of trade, investment, energy, tech-
nology, culture and people-to-people relations, 
have continued to strengthen.

The Indian community residing in Qatar forms 
the largest expatriate group in that country and 
is “appreciated for its positive contribution in the 
progress and development of Qatar”, the MEA said 
earlier.

Lack of Coordination
to address drinking water issues in certain 

areas.
“We also provide facilities for training,” he said, 

adding that two key schemes—Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK) and PM Vikas—play 
a central role in infrastructure development and 
skill training.

“In PMJVK, we sanction a lot of infrastructure, 
and in PM Vikas, we focus more on training and 
skilling,” he said.

Rijiju further stated that schemes for 18 districts 
were ready and would be prioritised. “There is a 
committee headed by the chief secretary. He will 
clarify the project and then talk to us,” he said.

Accused Gets 27
and Rizwan Ahmad Khan son of Ghulam 

Hassan Khan, both residents of Khan Mohalla 
Pati Shallbugh Ganderbal. The court sentenced 
both the accused to imprisonment for a term of 
06 months and a fine of Rs.10,000. This conviction 
has been obtained within 3 months.

These convictions reflect the unwavering com-
mitment of J&K Police towards ‘securing the ends 
of justice’. These convictions will act as a deterrent 
to the individuals who act against the law of the 
land and to a sense of security to the society as a 
whole, reads the statement.

Govt Probing
and further investigations are on to bring the 

culprits to book.
He said a terror angle in the case cannot be 

ruled out.
Last year, several parts of Kathua, including 

Billawar, witnessed terror activities including an 
attack on an army patrol that left five soldiers 
dead.
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Short  TAKES

DYSS, District Admin Hold Tug 
Of War Competition In Budgam
The Department of Youth Services and Sports, in 

collaboration with District Administration Budgam, 
conducted a Water Shed Yatra Program at Raiyar Doo-
dhpathrie on Sunday.

In this connection, a Tug of War competition was 
held, which was inaugurated by ADC Budgam Hilal 
Ahmed with in charge activity Hardpanzoo Farooq 
Ahmed Sheikh, in which a large number of boys from 
various schools of Zone Hardpanzoo participated with 
great enthusiasm.

At the end of the event medals and certificates were 
distributed among the participating students. ADC 
Budgam Hilal Ahmad appreciated the efforts of DYSSO 
Budgam for conducting various types of event in the 
district.

Naqvi Sells VIP Box, To Watch 
India Game From Stands

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman Mohsin Naqvi 
has decided to watch the Champions Trophy match 

against India from the stands, after selling the 30-seat 
VIP Hospitality Box offered to him for around 400,000 
dirhams (INR 94 lakh), and putting the proceeds into 
the PCB''s coffers.

According to a report in Pakistan media, Naqvi was 
offered the premium seating for himself, his family, 
and guests for the matches in Dubai. However, he 
chose to sell the box and watch the game, including 
the game against India, from regular enclosures to 
experience the atmosphere with the fans.

Naqvi apparently has informed the ICC and Emirates 
Cricket Board that he will prefer to watch the match 
with the crowd and experience how they back the 
Pakistan team on match days.

The PCB chairman has also mentioned that the 
board will cover the expenses of approximately 18 bil-
lion rupees on the upgrade of the stadiums in Karachi, 
Lahore and Pindi by using the gate money and other 
seating receipts from the ICC.

The Champions Trophy, which marks the first major 
global tournament hosted by Pakistan in nearly 30 
years, will kick off on February 19 in Karachi.

Australian Team Arrives In 
Pakistan For Champions Trophy

The Australian cricket team arrived in Pakistan on 
Monday to participate in the upcoming ICC Cham-

pions Trophy.
The tournament begins with a match between hosts 

Pakistan and New Zealand in Karachi on Wednesday.
Pakistan are also the defending champions having 

won the last edition of the tournament in 2017 in the 
UK where they beat India in the title clash.

The team landed in two separate groups. The first 
batch, which included captain Steve Smith, coaches, 
and support staff, arrived from Colombo via Dubai.

The second group, comprising 15 players and two 
additional members of the support staff, followed the 
same route and reached Lahore later the same day.

After their opener against traditional rivals England, 
Australia will play their second match against South 
Africa on February 25 at Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, 
followed by a final group-stage outing against Af-
ghanistan on February 28, again at Gaddafi Stadium.

Big Boost For Pakistan: Haris 
Rauf Back In The Nets

Pakistan's injured fast bowler Haris Rauf said on 
Monday he has resumed bowling in the nets and 

was feeling comfortable, adding that it was up to the 
team management to decide on his selection for the 
Champions Trophy opener against New Zealand.

"I have started doing exercises a few days back and 
also resumed bowling since yesterday," Haris told 
reporters at the National Stadium.

"I am feeling comfortable and my body is okay now 
the team management will decide about my playing in 
the opening match," he said.

Haris, who remains one of Pakistan's key fast bowl-
ers with his express pace and ability to take wickets 
in the middle overs, sustained a muscular strain in his 
lower chest wall in the first match of the recently-held 
three-nation event.

But he has remained with the squad despite the 
selectors calling up uncapped Akif Javed as a back-up 
after the first game against New Zealand.

Real Kashmir Lock Horns With 
Namdhari At TRC Ground Today

DPS Srinagar Hosts Snow 
Ski Courses 2025 At Gulmarg

National SnowShoe Championship 
Kicks Off In Sonamarg

Gulmarg’s Khelo India Games 
Postponed Due To Lack Of Snow

LG Inaugurates First Sikh Cricket 
Premier League in Jammu

Manu Bhaker Wins BBC 
Sportswoman Of The Year Award

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Real Kashmir Foot-
ball Club is set to face Namdhari 
FC in a high-stakes I-League 
match at the TRC Ground here 
on Tuesday.

Both teams are vying for the 
second spot on the points table, 
with Namdhari FC currently 
ahead with 25 points from 
14 matches, followed closely 
by Inter Kashi with 24 points 
and Real Kashmir with 23 
points from the same number 
of games. A win for the Snow 
Leopards would see them climb 
to second place with 26 points.

Addressing a pre-match 
press conference on Monday, 
Real Kashmir head coach Ish-
faq Ahmad acknowledged the 
challenge posed by Namdhari 
FC but expressed confidence in 
his team's performance.

"Namdhari FC is a strong 
opponent. They have been 
playing well both at home and 
away. But we are playing on 
our home turf and will give our 
best to achieve a positive re-

sult," he said.
Ishfaq expressed satisfaction 

with RKFC’s performance in the 
league so far, emphasizing the 
financial constraints the club 
faces compared to other teams.

"There is a massive budget 

difference between RKFC and 
other I-League teams, but we 
have been performing well de-
spite the odds," he noted.

Responding to queries about 
RKFC’s star striker, Gnohere 
Krizo, who is yet to break into 

the starting lineup, Ishfaq ex-
plained that the team had al-
ready established a combina-
tion before signing him late.

"Krizo was one of our best 
players last season and has a 
great reputation in India. But 

there is tough competition. He 
has been helping us. But if he 
wants to be in the starting XI, 
he has to prove himself again. 
We can't select players based 
on past performances," he said, 
adding that two other strikers 
have been performing well.

On the development of local 
players, he stressed the need 
for greater professionalism.

"Foreign players are more 
committed on and off the field. 
They follow strict routines re-
garding diet and rest, which 
our local players must adopt to 
reach their level," he said.

RKFC, owned by Arshid 
Shawl, is the only club from 
Jammu and Kashmir compet-
ing in the I-League. The team 
consists of a mix of local and 
foreign players. Namdhari FC 
head coach Harpreet Singh also 
addressed the media.

The match is scheduled to 
start at 2:00 PM for which ade-
quate arrangements have been 
made and will be live telecast 
on Sony Sports 2 and SSEN app 
and website.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The 9th National 
SnowShoe Championship 2025 
got off to a grand start at wintery 
Sonamarg on Monday. The event 
organised by J&K SnowShoe As-
sociation in collaboration with 
Department of Tourism, under the 
auspices of SnowShoe Federation 
of India, is being held with the aim 
to promote Sonamarg as the next 
best wintersport destination.

The championship got off to a 
grand start with former J&K crick-
eter turned Social Activist Sayim 
Mustafa inaugurating the opening 
races along with CEO Sonamarg 
Development Authority Gh. Mo-
hammad Bhat and Tourism Officer 
Basharat Ahmed.

Around 110 athletes represent-
ing around 15-17 States and Union 
Territories are participating in the 
event.

Terming it a new beginning and 
a new hope for the wintersport in 
J&K, Sayim Mustafa said that he is 
happy to see such an event being 
hosted in Sonamarg.

SnowShoe Federation of India 
President Mir Mudassir later visited 
the race venue along with former 
international skier Shabir Wani and 

took stock of the events and inter-
acted with visiting athletes.

Meanwhile on Monday, long 
distance races in both male and fe-
male sections were held.

In men Long Distance race, 
Waseem Raja of J&K bagged gold 
medal while as Javeed Bashir of 
J&K bagged silver. Nasrullah Elya of 
Ladakh bagged bronze.

In Long Distance junior boys 
race, Ladakh dominated by making 
clean sweep. Mohammad Baqir, 
Asif Ali and Bilal Abbas of Ladakh 
bagged gold, silver and bronze 
medals.

In senior women long distance 
race, Dhanalakshmi of Karnataka 
bagged gold, Latha A of Karnataka 
bagged silver while as Medeha of 
J&K bagged bronze medal.

In junior girls long distance 
event, J&K made clean sweep, 
Shaista of J&K bagged gold medal 
while as Yasmeena and Aamina 
Mukhtar both of J&K bagged silver 
and bronze medal respectively.

The competitions will continue 
on Tuesday with sprint and relay 
races scheduled. The medal cere-
mony is also scheduled later in the 
evening with MLA Kangan Mian 
Mehr is scheduled to be chief guest 
at the ceremony.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Delhi Public 
School Srinagar organised its 
Snow Ski Course 2025 at Gul-
marg in tandem with the Win-
ter Games Association J&K. The 
event was held from January 
27 to February 10 and featured 
a 15-day Basic Course and an 
eight-day Introductory Course, 
conducted in two groups.

A total of 35 students from 
grades 3rd to 9th standard 
participated in this event. The 
student team was accompa-
nied by two sports teachers, 
Abriq and Nusrat, as well as 
two medical staff members, 
Abrar and Ishfaq, who provid-
ed expert guidance and sup-
port throughout the event.

The felicitation ceremo-
ny was graced by Brigadier 
Deepak Chaubey (High Alti-
tude Welfare School Gulmarg), 
Syed Eyad Qadri, KAS Tehsil-
dar Tangmarg, Abbas Wani 
(Ex MLA, Chief Patron, Winter 
Games Association, J&K), Dr 
Samar Altaf, Kajal Chaubey, Dr. 
Neetu Sharma (Colonel) and 
Renu Bamrara (Assistant Di-
rector, IISM Gulmarg).

Skiing instructors Sandy 
Khakan Rigzin, Mohammad 
Abid Bhat and Tajinder Singh 
(Skiing Coordinator, Delhi Public 
School Srinagar) guided the par-
ticipants throughout the event.

The results of the first in-
troductory course, which took 
place from January 27 to Feb-
ruary 3 were as follows:
TECHNIQUE CATEGORY:

The first position went to 
Aaeesha Umar from 4th G; the 
second place was secured by 
Khalil Wani from 4th A, and 
the third place was taken by 
Sheikh Mohammad Hamza 
from 3rd H.

SLALOM RACE:
Saira Khawar from 5th B 

achieved first place, Ahmad 
Shafat from 4th B came in sec-
ond, and Ibrahim Wani from 
3rd I finished third.

The second introductory 
course, held from February 3 
to 10, featured the following 
results:  
TECHNIQUE CATEGORY:

First place was awarded to 
Hisham Hussaini from 3rd F, 
Aleeza Bhat from 4th E secured 

second, and Mohammad Ziyan 
Kachkar from 4th C secured 
the third.

SLALOM RACE:
Hafsa Nissar from 4th E 

claimed first place, while Mo-
hammad Zain Khan from 4th D 
took second place, and Sheikh 
Ahmad Saad from 4th A se-
cured the third.

The basic course that ran 
from January 27 to February 10 
featured the following results:
TECHNIQUE CATEGORY:

Zain Bin Khalid from 6th C 
secured first place, Syed Sha-
haam Murtaza from 6th E took 
second, and Abdul Azeem Ad-
nan from 6th E came third.

SLALOM RACE:
Sheikh Mohammad Ibra-

him from 6th A came first, 
Mohammad Siddiq from 6th 
G achieved second place, and 
Saira Khawar from 5th B fin-
ished third.

Delhi Public School Srinagar 
and the Winter Games Associa-
tion congratulated all the par-
ticipants and winners for their 
outstanding achievements.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Monday inaugurated the 
first-edition of Sikh Cricket Premier 
League in Jammu.

In his address, the LG extended 
his felicitations and best wishes to 
all the players participating in the 
tournament.

“It is not just a sporting event but 
a cultural and social initiative that 
reflects the commitment to holistic 
community development and aims 
to build a brighter future for the 
youth of Sikh community in J&K,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

He congratulated the All J&K Sikh 
Coordination Committee for playing 
a vital role in empowering the Sikh 
community and preserving its rich 

heritage, through such innovative pro-
grams, while fostering a sense of pride 
and responsibility towards the society 
and the nation among its youth.

The LG emphasised the role of 
Public-Private Partnerships to em-
power youth by improving infra-
structure, providing opportunities 
and opening up new avenues in di-
verse sectors.

The Lieutenant Governor also 
highlighted his resolve to develop 
a robust ecosystem where the Sikh 
community members, especially the 
youth have access to opportunities 
and make meaningful contribution 
to the society.

He further asked the youth to 
follow the footsteps of their great 
ancestors and make the entire Sikh 
community and the nation proud.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The 5th edition of the 
Khelo India Winter Games (KIWG), 
which was set to be held in Gulmarg 
from February 22 to 25, has been post-
poned due to inadequate snowfall.

A fresh assessment will be con-
ducted once snow conditions im-
prove, and a revised schedule will be 
announced accordingly.

Officials said that in consultation 
with the technical conduct commit-
tee, they have decided to postpone 
the event, as key ski slopes at Affar-
wat and Bowl lack sufficient snow.

“The required amount of snowfall 
for competitive games is not there, 
which is why we had to postpone the 
event. Unless there is fresh snow-
fall, it is not possible to conduct the 
games", Rauf Tramboo, President 

Winter Games Association of Jammu 
and Kashmir (WGAJK) told KNO.

Tramboo added, "We had a de-
tailed meeting on this, and it was 
decided that the next decision will 
be taken after February 19, as the 
weathermen have predicted wet 
weather conditions, with Gulmarg 
expected to receive snowfall."

Around 700 participants, including 
650 technical staff, delegates and lo-
cal athletes were expected to attend 
the event. This year, 19 teams repre-
senting states, Union Territories, and 
institutional outfits are competing 
across six disciplines, including al-
pine skiing, nordic skiing, ski moun-
taineering and snowboarding.

Earlier, the J&K government con-
stituted two high-level committees 
to ensure the successful organisation 
of the games. (KNO)

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Star Indian pistol shoot-
er Manu Bhaker was named the BBC 
Indian Sportswoman of the Year on 
Monday, following her outstanding 
performance at the Paris Olympics.

Manu was among five nominees 
for the award, alongside golfer Aditi 
Ashok, para shooter Avani Lekhara, 
India women’s cricket vice-captain 
Smriti Mandhana, and wrestler 
Vinesh Phogat -- each recognised for 
their exceptional contributions to In-
dian sport.

The nominees were shortlisted by 
an eminent jury of sports journalists 
and writers.

Now in its fifth edition, the IS-
WOTY Award celebrates and hon-
ours remarkable achievements of 
women athletes in India.

Manu, 22, won the award for win-
ning two bronze medals at the Paris 
Olympics, becoming the first Indian 
athlete since Independence to win 
multiple medals at a single Games.

She secured bronze in the 10m air 
pistol individual event as well as the 
10m air pistol mixed team event.

In 2018, Manu made history as 
the youngest Indian shooter to win a 
World Cup gold at just 16.

A recipient of the Arjuna Award, 
she previously won BBC’s Emerging 
Player of the Year award in 2021.

Other award winners on the night 
included para archer Sheetal Devi 
(BBC Emerging Player of the Year), 
former India women’s cricket captain 
Mithali Raj (BBC Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award), and para shooter Avani 
(BBC Para Sportswoman of the Year).

Chess player Tania Sachdev was 
conferred with the BBC Changemak-
er Award.

Manu expressed gratitude for the 
recognition and reflected on her 
journey to Olympic success.

"I thank BBC for honouring me. A 
few years ago, I won the Emerging 
Player award and now this year I got 
the big one. My journey was full of ups 
and downs," Manu said in her address.
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