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Fear, Grief, & Unanswered Questions

Rajouri Mystery Deepens as 4 More Fall Ill
Light Rains, 
Snow Till  
Jan 31: MeT
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Meteorological 
department today forecast 
light rain and snow at isolated 
places of Jammu and Kashmir 
till January 31.

Today the weather will gen-
erally be cloudy with possibil-
ity of light rain/snow at scat-
tered places, a MeT official said.

He said on January 23 there 
is a possibility of very light 
rain/light snow at isolated 
places, while from January 
24-28 the weather will likely 
remain dry.

From January 29-31 the 
weather conditions will likely 
remain cloudy with light rain/
snow at isolated places.

The official advised tour-
ists, travelers and transport-
ers to follow advisories from 
administration and the traffic 
department.

Meanwhile Kashmir’s famed 
ski resort Gulmarg received yet 
another spell of snowfall while 
some plains also experienced 
rainfall during the past 24 
hours, officials said.

The higher reaches of the 
Kashmir Valley, including the 
ski resort of Gulmarg in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district, 
received 11.2 mm of snowfall, 
much to the delight of the 
tourists staying | More on P6

JKRTC To 
Set Up ATS For 
Vehicle Fitness
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Road Transport 
Corporation (JKRTC) is set to rev-
olutionize vehicle fitness testing 
in the region by introducing 
machine-operated Automatic 
Testing Stations (ATS).

According to the details, 
these stations have been de-
signed to eliminate human in-
tervention and will ensure ac-
curate fitness assessments for 
private and passenger vehicles.

“To begin with one station 
will be established in Jammu 
at JKRTC’s workshop at 
Bikram Chowk and the other 
at Pampore in Srinagar. Each 
centre will cost an estimated 
Rs 7-8 crore and will be devel-
oped under a Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP) model,” said 
an official.

He said the ATS would rely 
on advanced automated sys-
tems to conduct vehicle fit-
ness tests, significantly reduc-
ing the possibility of errors 
and irregularities.

“The process will also in-
clude video recording of the 
tests to enhance transparency. 
In addition to fitness evalua-
tions, the stations will moni-
tor pollution levels, testing 
a range of vehicles including 
trucks, buses, | More on P6

Mirwaiz to Visit Delhi for 
Meeting with JPC on Waqf Bill

12 Passengers Jump Off Train Over 
Fire Alert, Run Over By Another

J&K Cabinet Sub-Committee 
Reviews Reservation Policy

Train To Kashmir To Face 2-month Delay: Dr Farooq

Asks Workers 
To Prepare 
For Panchayat 
Polls

Er Rashid Moves 
Delhi HC For Bail
Agencies

New Delhi: Baramulla MP 
Sheikh Abdul Rashid has ap-
proached the Delhi High Court 
with a bail application un-
der the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in con-
nection with the 2017 terror-
funding case.

His lawyer stated that they 
have sought directions from 
the High Court to the trial court 
judge to expedite a decision on 
Rashid’s pending regular bail 
application. Alternatively, they 
have requested the Delhi High 
Court to adjudicate the matter 
and make a ruling on the bail.

The matter is scheduled to be 
heard by the Delhi High Court 
tomorrow. Recently, Delhi’s 
Patiala House Court rejected an 
application seeking | More on P6

Duping Candidates 
Of Rs 1.34 Cr

JKB Employee 
Among 6 Arrested

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Crime Branch 
(CB) has booked six individuals, 
including an employee of J&K 
Bank, for defrauding 15 candi-
dates out of Rs. 1.34 crore under 
the pretext of offering jobs in the 
Territorial Army and J&K Bank.

According to reports, two 
separate complaints were filed 
with the Crime Branch. In the 
first case, complainants Jugal 
Kumar and Gopal Chand, resi-
dents of Samba, were promised 
jobs in the Territorial Army’s 
sports category by accused 
Tarsem Singh and Balbir Singh. 
The victims were convinced 
to make payments through 
cheques, online | More on P6

Promoting Unity Among All 
Mankind Our Priority: LG

VILLAGE DECLARED 
CONTAINMENT ZONE

Observer News Service

Jammu: Four people, including 
three sisters, have been shifted 
to hospitals from Badhaal village 
in Jammu and Kashmir's Rajouri 
district where a mysterious ill-
ness has claimed 17 lives over 
the past one-and-a-half months.

A central team continued its 
investigation into the cause of 
the deaths, which took place in 
three families, on Wednesday. A 
senior doctor part of the inves-
tigations said over 200 samples 
have been sent for testing to dif-
ferent institutes.

Three sisters, aged between 
16 and 22, were shifted to the 
Government Medical College 

(GMC), Rajouri from Badhaal 
after their health suddenly 
deteriorated on Wednesday. 
Another critically ill patient, 
Javid Ahmad (24), was referred 
to PGI Chandigarh from GMC 
Rajouri on Tuesday evening, the 
officials said.

All four are close relatives of 
the three families that lost their 
members to the mysterious ill-
ness, they said.

Meanwhile, the inter-minis-
terial team from New Delhi vis-
ited Badhaal in Kotranka sub-di-
vision for the third straight day 
as part of its investigation, the 
officials said.

The team headed by a direc-
tor-rank officer | More on P6

17 deaths across  
three families 

Deaths likely linked  
to toxins in food 

200 food samples  
sent to labs

Investigations rule 
out communicable 
diseases  

Brain, Nervous 
System damage 
common factor  

Public and private 
gatherings 
prohibited

Food and water 
supplies replaced

Only government-
provided meals 
allowed.

SIT & Central Team 
Widen Probe

T
he remote Badhaal village in Rajouri district was 
on Wednesday declared a containment zone 
and prohibitory orders imposed on all public and 

private gatherings in the wake of the death of 17 people 
belonging to three families, officials said. Another 
person belonging to the village has been admitted to a 
hospital in a critical condition, they said. The contain-
ment orders have been imposed under section 163 of 
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS). Section 
163 of BNSS gives magistrates | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
will lead a delegation on Friday to 
meet Jagdambika Pal, the chair-
man of the joint parliamentary 
committee examining the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill here.

A brief statement issued 
by Mutahida Majlis-E-Ulema 
(MMU), headed by the Mirwaiz, 
said the delegation would high-
light its strong reservations re-
garding certain provisions of the 
Bill that will have far-reaching 
implications for the manage-
ment and autonomy of Waqf 
properties and the welfare of 
Muslim communities especially 
the underprivileged.

This is for the first time the 
Mirwaiz, who also heads the 
virtually defunct separatist con-
glomerate Hurriyat Conference, 
has stepped out of the Kashmir 
valley post abrogation of the 
special status of erstwhile state 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The MMU had written to Pal 
twice seeking time to meet him 
to convey its "serious" concerns 

about the proposed amend-
ments to the Waqf Bill.

In a reminder to his September 
letter, Mirwaiz wrote to Pal and 
had sought an urgent meet-
ing to discuss the proposed 
amendments.

The Mirwaiz expressed sig-
nificant concerns regarding the 
amendments, which the MMU 
believes can adversely affect re-
ligious, social and charitable in-
stitutions within the community.

The organisation highlighted 
that the proposed changes might 
undermine the autonomy and 
fundamental purpose of Waqf 
properties. | More on P6

Press Trust of India

Mumbai: At least 12 pas-
sengers were killed on 
Wednesday evening when 
they jumped from their train 
in panic due to a ‘fire incident’, 
only to be run over by another 
train on the adjacent tracks in 
North Maharashtra’s Jalgaon 
district, officials said.

Twelve bodies were sent 
to the nearby civil hospi-
tal, while six to seven per-
sons were injured, special 
Inspector General of Police 
Dattatraya Karale told PTI.

The accident took place be-
tween Maheji and Pardhade 
stations near Pachora, more 
than 400 km from Mumbai, 
where the 12533 Lucknow-
Mumbai Pushpak Express had 
halted after someone pulled 
the chain around 5 pm, Central 
Railway officials said, without 
confirming the death toll.

Some passengers of the 
Pushpak Express jumped off 
the train, and were hit by the 

oncoming Karnataka Express 
heading from Bengaluru to 
Delhi, said Central Railway’s 
chief spokesperson Swapnil Nila.

IG Karale said a “fire inci-
dent” occurred on the Pushpak 
Express at km 372/07 between 
Maheji and Pardhade stations. 
The train stopped at the loca-
tion and some passengers dis-
embarked. Train No. 12627, the 
Bengaluru-New Delhi Karnataka 
Express, hit people standing on 
the railway tracks, he added.

“Six to seven people have 

been injured. All injured pas-
sengers are being treated at 
the hospital, and none of their 
injuries are serious. Both trains 
have reached their respective 
next stations and the accident 
site has been cleared,” the se-
nior police official added.

The Pushpak Express de-
parted from the spot in just 15 
minutes, while the Karnataka 
Express was removed within 
20 minutes after the accident, 
a railway official said.

Maharashtra | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Amid mounting dis-
content regarding the alloca-
tion of government jobs under 
revised reservation rules, the 
Cabinet Sub-Committee on 
Reservation Policy held a key 
meeting on Wednesday. Chaired 
by Minister for Health, Medical 
Education, Social Welfare, and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, the 
discussion centered on address-
ing concerns raised by aspirants 
and stakeholders across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Sub-committee exam-
ined the grievances and issues 
raised by a section of aspirants 
and students on different as-
pects of existing reservation 

policy. The committee also dis-
cussed the existing reservation 
policy and evaluated several  
aspects of it.

Minister for  Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and 
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmad Rana 
(member of Sub-committee); 
Commissioner Secretary, Social 
Welfare Department, Sanjeev 
Verma; Secretary Law, Achal 
Sethi and representatives 
from General Administration 
Department also participated 
in the meeting.

Pertinently, the cabinet Sub-
committee was constituted by 
the government last month to 
look into grievances projected  
by several sections of aspirants 
against the | More on P6

Says Mahakumbh 
Is Confluence 
Of Spirituality & 
Nation Building
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Wednesday addressed 
Shrimad Bhagwat Samagam 
at Mahakumbh, Prayagraj, 
Uttar Pradesh. The occa-
sion was graced by Acharya 
Mahamandleshwar Swami 
Kailashanand Giri ji Maharaj.

In his address, the 
Lieutenant Governor called 
upon the spiritual leaders, 
thinkers and social leader-
ship to work for unity of mind 

and heart and contribute in 
nation building. “Our prime 
objective should be to pro-
mote the idea of unity of all 
mankind,” he said.

“Mahakumbh is the conflu-
ence of spirituality, education, 
experience and enlighten-
ment. It is the symbol of India’s 
spiritual heritage, culture and 
traditions,” | More on P6

F
arooq Abdullah on Monday 
called upon party workers to 
start preparing for the upcom-

ing panchayat elections, emphasiz-
ing the need for unity to "rebuild" 

Jammu and Kashmir. The develop-
ment comes after the Jammu and 
Kashmir Election Commission on 
Monday concluded annual revision 
of panchayat electoral | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: National Conference 
president Farooq Abdullah 
on Wednesday said that the 
Katra-Sangaldan train service 
is likely to be delayed by a few 
months and will begin opera-
tions in April with the onset of 
the tourism season.

Talking to reporters on the 
sidelines of a party function 
here, Farooq said he was pre-
paring to travel to Srinagar on-
board the train on January 25.

"I heard that the train (to 
Kashmir) will face a two-month 
delay due to some incomplete 
works. Those works are being 

attended to and they will start 
the train in April with the onset 
of the tourism season,” the for-
mer chief minister said.

In December last year, 

the Railway Ministry an-
nounced the completion of the 
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla 
Railway Link (USBRL) project, 
the work that was started in 
1997 to connect Kashmir with 
the rest of the country.

The railway authorities con-
ducted several trial runs on 
various sections including the 
Katra-Srinagar track besides 
the statutory inspection by 
Commissioner of Railway Safety, 
Northern Circle, Dinesh Chand 
Deshwal in the past one month, 
brightening the chances of early 
operationalization of the service.

Asked about the criticism of 
the government | More on P6

3 CONTAINMENT 
ZONES 
ESTABLISHED

Zone 1: Houses  
of affected 
families sealed.

Zone 2: Close 
contacts shifted  
to GMC, Rajouri.

Zone 3: All 
households 
monitored for  
food consumption.

IT IS MANDATORY FOR AFFECTED 
FAMILIES AND THEIR close contacts 
to consume only the food and water 

provided by the administration.”

Since 1997
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Office of the Executive Engineer, R&B Division Kralpora

“Extension Notice “

Subject:-   Invitation of  tenders for the work viz. Upgradation of HameedAbad Dardsun 
              
Reference:-This office E tendering NIT No. 37/RnB/Kralpora of 2024-25  Dated:- 07-01-2025 issued 
under No: Div-KRLP/3331-45 Dated 07-01-2025  

******

Due to poor response, the tender dates for the above mentioned works is hereby ex-

tended as detailed below:

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 07.01.2025
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 07.01.2025 (2:30 PM) to 28.01.2025 

(4:00PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date 07.01.2025 (2:30PM) 
4 Bid Submission End Date 28.01.2025 (4:00PM) 
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 29.01.2025 (12:00 Noon) In the Office of 

Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora.

 Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

               R&B Division Kralpora
No:      Div-KRLP/3514-18
DIPK-11127/24 
Date: 22.01.2025 

Government of Jammu and kashmir 

General Manager District Industries Centre Pulwama

    3338

DIPK-11139/24  DATED: 22-01-2025

Executive Engineer Kashmir Power Distribution 
Corporation Ltd. O&M Division Pulwama

Email: xenedpulwama@gmail.com       Tel No.01933-241228   

Installation of DG Set for PHC Litter under District Capex 
(PRI Health Grants) for the year 2024-25.

e-NIT NO: 36 of 2024-25.

Dated: 22-01-2025.

Tender Floating Division: Executive Engineer KPDCL O&M Division Pulwama.

1 e-bid submission start date and time 22.01.2025; (2:00 PM onwards)
2 e-bid submission end date and time 31.01.2025; (upto 10:00 AM)
3 Commercial and Technical Bid opening 

date & time
31.01.2025; 12:00 PM

4 Online financial e-Bid opening date & time 
(Only of the technically qualified Bidders)

Any convenient date after evaluation of techni-
cal bids in the office of undersigned.

5 Venue of opening of techno-commercial 
Bids

Office of the Executive Engineer, O&M Division 
Pulwama, Kashmir Pin Code 192301 Address 
near DC office Pulwama Kashmir

6 Tender Value Rs. 4.35 Lacs 
7 Cost of e-Bid document Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five Hundred only) (Non-

Refundable)  
8 Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Rs. 8700/= (Rupees Eight Thousand Seven 

Hundred only)
 

                                      SD/-
 Executive Engineer

                                O&M Division Pulwama
     
      No. O&M/Pul/6702-07.                   
DIPK-NB-3264/24 
Dated:22-01-2025.

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti(PHE)Deptt.

Ground Water Division Srinagar
 Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar.

E-mail:-phegwd@yahoo.com, Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

CANCELLATION CORRIGENDUM/NOTICE

Sub:  1. Construction of Bore Well at Yal Bonpora Shumhall District Anantnag.

 2. Construction of tube Well at GMS (Govt. Middle School) Sonach District Anantnag.                 

Ref:   This office e-NIT. No: 46/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2024-25 issued vide this office   

 endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/Corrs./ 9108-19, dated: 16-12-2024 baring tender ID   

No:  2024_PHE_268229_1 & 5.

 

Refer to the above mentioned subject and reference. In this connection, the two (02) No. of bids has 

been received for the above mentioned works, in which only one (01)  bidder have been qualified in 

technical evaluation as per T&C of e-Nit by the evaluating committee. 

Hence, the above mentioned works is hereby cancelled and will be retendered.

 Sd/-

                                                            Executive Engineer,

DIPK-11131/24                Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

DATED: 22-01-2025                  Ground Water Div. Srinagar.

NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC 

This is information for the general public that in Adhar card 
bearing number 280129629279 of  my  daughter the name is 
wrongly entered as AAYAT ZEHRA D/o FAHMEEDA BANO  while 
her actual name is PARWEEN FATIMA D/O BASHIR AHMAD 
ALLAIE and D-O-B 16-12-2014 actual D-O-B is 05-03-2015.  
Now i want its correction, in this regard if anybody having any 
objection may contact Concern department with in a period of 
seven days. No objection shall be entertained after that.
BASHIR AHMAD ALLAIE  
F/o AAYAT ZEHRA 
R/o SUNDIPORA BUDGAM  mcb
CELL. 9697944339

NOTICE 
My name has been wrongly written in my adhaar card as Masrat 
Jan while my correct name is Masooda Mustafa whcih needs to 
be corrected. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she 
may file his/her objection in the concerned office  within seven 
days. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Masooda Mustafa 
W/o Mehraj Ud Din Rather  fko
R/o VehiL Chatawatan Shopian

NOTICE 
The name of my son in his adhaar card has been wrongly 
written as Adil Imtiyaz While his correct name is Adil Ahmad 
Chouhan which needs to be corrected.. If anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
concerned office  within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 

Imtiyaz Ahmad Chouhan 
F/o Adil Ahmad Chouhan  fko
R/o Saidpora Payeen Shopian

NOTICE 
The name of my son in his adhaar card has been wrongly 
written as Danish Imtiyaz While his correct name is Danish 
Ahmad Chouhan  which needs to be corrected.. If anybody has 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in 
the concerned office  within seven days. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 

Imtiyaz Ahmad Chouhan 
F/o Danish Ahmad Chouhan   fko
R/o Saidpora Payeen Shopian

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub. Issuanc of registration order in respect of delayed birth.

        Public Notice
The registar birth BDO pattan submitted case file pertaining 
to birth of Nasir Nazir Hajam s/o Nazir Ahmad Hajam R/o 
Nehalpora Tehsil Pattan distt. Baramulla with verified date of 
birth 12/09/2003 Occurred at home.
In this connection if any body having objection for Issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 03 days 
after that no objection shall be entertained

SD 
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan  

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth.

   Public Notice..

The registar birth BDO pattan submitted case file pertaining 
to birth of Abrar Bin Showkat s/o Showkat Ahmad Rather R/o 
Pakipora Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with verified date of 
birth 06/03/2007 occurred at home.
In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 03 days 
after that no objection shall be entertained.

SD 
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan  

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth.

Public Notice

The registar birth BDo Sherabad khore  submitted a  Case file 
pertaining to birth of zeenat Zehra d/o Mohammad Yousuf sofi 
R/o Reshipora Hanjiwera Tehsil Pattan distt baramulla with 
verified date of birth 07/03/2021/ occurred at home.
In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 03 days

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan  

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan
Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth.

Public Notice..
The registar birth EO Pattan submitted case file pertaining 
to birth of saqib Ishfaq s/o Ishfaq Ahmad Ganie R/o janwara 
sopore tehsil sopore distt. Baramulla with verified date of birth 
05/05/2020 occurred at SDH pattan
In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 03 days 
after that no objection shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan  

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan
Sub.. issuance of registration order in respect of delayed birth.

Public Notice..
The registar birth EO Pattan submitted case file pertaining 
to birth of saqib Ishfaq s/o Ishfaq Ahmad Ganie R/o janwara 
sopore tehsil sopore distt. Baramulla with verified date of birth 
05/05/2020 occurred at SDH pattan
In this connection if any body having objection for issuance of 
said certificate he may contact to this office within 03 days 
after that no objection shall be entertained.

SD
fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan  

Public Notice..
My son's name and  parentage  has been wrongly written as 
Mohd Zaid  S/O Mushtaq Ahmad Khan  R/O Saloosa  in date of 
birth certificate ( DOB )  while his  correct name and residence 
is Mohammad Zaid S/O Mushtaq Ahmed Khan    R/O Saloosa  
which needs to be corrected. if anybody having any objection 
in this regard he / she may file his/ her objection in the office of 
SDH KREERI /BMO office kreeri with seven days from the of this 
notice after that no objection will be entertained 
Name....Mushtaq Ahmed Khan 
F/O ...Mohammad Zaid 
R/O Saloosa  fko
Dob...08/11/2019  

NOTICE 

I have applied for the issuance of "D Class' Contractor card . If 
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of the S.E PWD Srinagar  within seven 
days. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Sajad Ali Parray 
S/o Ali Mohammad Parray  bmg
R/o Yaal Kunzer Baramulla

NOTICE 
The Father's name on date of birth certificates of my Daughter 
Zainab Jan is wrongly mentioned as Mohd Ramzan, the actual 
name is Mohd Ramzan Bhat. DoB of Zainab Jan  is 29-10-2024.  
Now it needs to be corrected. In this context, if anybody have 
any objection, may file in written within seven days in the office 
of the Municipal committee Sumbal, after the given time no 
objection will be entertained.

Mohd Ramzan Bhat
F/o: Zainab Jan jma
R/o: Bun pora, Chewa, Sonawari Bandipora

NOTICE 
My date of birth DOB has been wrongly written as 28/05/1970 
in my driving License bearing Licence No...JK05 20010009724  
while my correct date of birth is (DOB) is 17/06/ 1983  as per my 
Aadhar card which needs to be corrected if anybody having any 
objection in this regard he /she may file his / her objection in 
the office of ARTO SRINAGAR/ BARAMULLA within seven days 
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will 
be entertained 
Name....Tariq Ahmad Hamaal 
S/O Ghulam Nabi Hamaal  Fko
R/O....Ganaie Hamam Baramulla 

NOTICE 

My mother's name has been wrongly written in Discharge Cer-
tificate as Hajra Beigum while her correct name is Raja beigum 
which needs to be corrected. If any body has any objection in 
this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the 
Govt High School Ichahama Khag Budgam within seven days. 
After that no objection shall be entertained.  
Javeed Ahmad Rather 
S/o Ali Mohd Rather  bmg

Office of the Naib Tehsildar  Palhallan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Application Of      Mohd Ramzan Yatoo S/o Ali 
Mohd Yatoo R/o Palhallan Pattan to obtain income 
dependency Certificate for self  

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed through this notice that 
the applicant’s file is currently under process in the office 
of undersigned regarding obtaining Income Dependency 
certificate. According to the field staffs report the applicants 
are permanent resident of village Palhallan tehsil Pattan 
District Baramulla and have been residing here from more 
than 15 years and has not migrated from the said village.  The 
annual family income of the applicant from all sources is Rs 
78000
 /-. Family details of the applicant are give below.

S. No Name Parentage Age Occupation
1 Mohd Ramzan Yatoo S/o Ali 

Mohd Yatoo
47 Labour

2 Parveena Begum W/o  Mohd 
Ramzan

42 --

3 Mohd Aman S/o Mohd 
Ramzan

10 Student

4 Mohd Arhan S/o -- 08 --
    
  In this connection If any person(s) has any 
objection(s) he/she can visit the undersigned’s office within 
04 days from the date of publication of this notice. After that 
no objection will be considered.
fko   Naib Tehsildar

Before The Hon’ble Court of Principal 
District Judge Srinagar/Pulwama

Ld Munsiff Pampore/ Awantipora/ Pantha-Chowk
 
In the case of:-
1. Ashiq Hussain Wani 
2. Tariq Ahmad Wani
3. Muzaffar Ahmad Wani
Sons of Late Sona Ullah Wani
Residents of:- Khankah bagh Pampore
4. Muzaffar Ahmad Wani
S/o:-Late Sona Ullah Wani 
R/o:- Drangabal Pampore
    ………..Caveators

V/S

Public at Large

In the matter of :- Caveat Application under Sec148-A CPC on be-
half of the Caveators for providing an opportunity of being heard before 
passing any order or any direction in any suit or application presented 
against the Caveators by anyone from public.

May it please your honor:-
The afore named caveator submits as under:-
1. That the Caveators are owners in possession of various landed proper-
ties within the Tehsils of Pampore, Pantha-chowk and Awantipora.
2. That the caveators apprehend that someone from general 
public may file case/ suit to entangle the caveators in false and frivolous 
litigation, as such present the instant caveat application.
3. That if non-applicants/ other side succeed in getting any 
ex-partie order that will cause great hardships and irreparable loss to the 
Caveators.
   In the premises it is therefore prayed that the Caveators may granted an 
opportunity of being heard before passing any order or direction and the 
application be allowed in the interest of justice and law.    
  Applicants /caveators through counsel

Fayaz Ahmad Lone
fko (Advocate)

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel unit 
under the name & Style "M/S        Try Me North Holidays Situ-
ated at Chichilora Gulmarg ROad

Public Notice  

Whereas I, Amir Ali R/o Chichilora intend to apply in the Department of Tour-
ism for registration of my proposed travel unit under the name & style of M/S 
Try Me North Holidays Situated at Chichilora Gulmarg ROad  under tourist 
trade act 1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas I will submit state subject / Domicile certificate , Qualification Certif-
icate, pan cardr \ Experience Certificate( Minimum 5years). Police character 
certificate, Bank statement (minimum balance 10000), site plan, Affidavit, 
Rent deed duly attested by sub Registrar, printing material (Latter head / 
Visiting card ) Photograph of the unit (indoor and outdoor) and Two passport 
size photographs to the department of Tourism as per prescribed checklist 
I Prior to Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.  / Adventure Tour 
Operator 
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12) befre  my 
case is processed for my registration by the Competent Authority, the matter 
is hereby notified for information of general public/ Financial institutions/
Bank/ Organisation, etc for objection, if any and the same should reach to 
the Deputy Director Tourism Registration(email id; ddtregl23@gmail.com) 
within a period of 7days from the publication of this notice in a leading news-
paper/newspapers of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days shall 
be entertained.

bmg

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 

Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 

Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, 

Security System and Refilling of all Types 

of Cartridges, Toners 

Registered 

Government 

order Suppliers.
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 6: 07

ZUHR 12:42

ASR 4: 14

Magrib 5:55

ISHA 7: 19

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

22 Rajab

1446

•	 971  - War elephant corps of the Southern Han 
defeated at Shao by crossbow fire from Song 
Dynasty troops; Southern Han state forced to 
submit to the Song Dynasty. 1st regular war 
elephant corps in Chinese army

•	 1368 -  In a coronation ceremony, Zhu Yuanzhang 
ascends to the throne of China as the Hongwu 
Emperor, initiating Ming Dynasty rule over China 
that would last for three centuries.

•	 1556 -  Shaanxi Earthquake - deadliest ever recorded 
kills 830,000 in Shensi Province, China

•	 1570  - Earl of Moray, regent of Scotland, 
assassinated; civil war breaks out

•	 1579  - Union of Utrecht signed, forming protestant 
Dutch Republic

•	 1631  - France & Sweden sign anti-German Treaty of 
Barwald

•	 1656 -  French philosopher and theologian Blaise 
Pascal publishes the first of his Lettres provinciales

•	 1668 -  England, Netherlands & Sweden sign Triple 
Alliance against French

•	 1795 -  War of the First Coalition: French cavalry 
captures 14 Dutch ships and 850 guns near the port 
of Den Helder - rare instance of cavalry capturing a 
fleet

•	 1859-  Mauna Loa volcano in Hawaii begins an 
eruption that lasts 300 days

•	 1899 -  Emilio Aguinaldo is sworn in as President of 
the First Philippine Republic

•	 1908 -  US & Great Britain demand end of abuses 
in Congo

•	 1932  - El Salvador army kills 4,000 protesting 
farmers

•	 1942  - Battle of Rabaul: Japanese attack Australian 
air base in Rabaul, New Britain

•	 1942  - Tank battle at Adzjedabia, Africa Korp vs 
British 8th army

•	 1943 -  British 8th army marches into Tripoli
•	 1945  - World War II: Karl Dönitz launches Operation 

Hannibal.
•	 1962 -  Libya, Morocco, Algeria & Tunisia plan to 

form United Arab Maghreb.
•	 1970  - US launches 2nd generation weather 

satellite, ITOS 1
•	 1972 -  Entire population of Istanbul under 24 hour 

house arrest
•	 1973 -  Jordan Air crash at Kano, Nigeria kills 176 

Muslim pilgrims
•	 1973  - US President Richard Nixon announces an 

accord has been reached to end Vietnam War
•	 1973 -  Shah of Iran announces that the 1954 

operating agreement between a consortium of oil 
companies and Iran will not be renewed when it 
expires in 1979

•	 1983 -  Russian radioactive satellite falls into Indian 
Ocean

•	 1991  - World's largest oil spill, caused by embattled 
Iraqi forces in Kuwait

•	 1993 -  Indian Airlines B737 crashes art Aurangabad, 
61 die

•	 1993 US female Figure Skating championship won 
by Nancy Kerrigan

•	 1994 Bernie Kosar is 2nd QB to throw TD passes in 
AFC & NFC Champ games

•	 1994  - Worldwide Day for peace in Bosnia-
Hercegovina

•	 1996 -  The first version of the Java programming 
language released

•	 2001 -  The Chinese Communist Party stages a self-
immolation in Tiananmen Square to frame Falun 
Gong and escalate the persecution.

•	 2003- Final communication between Earth and 
NASA space probe Pioneer 10 then 7.6 billion miles 
(12.23 billion kilometers) from Earth

•	 2009- UK officially enters recession as GDP falls 
by 1.5% in the last quarter of 2008 following a 
0.6% drop in the third quarter, with unemployment 
growing by 131,000 to 1.92 million (6.1%)

•	 2012- European Union agrees to embargo Iranian oil 
in protest against Iran's alleged nuclear weapons 
program

•	 2015- Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud is crowned 
King of Saudi Arabia, on the death of this half-
brother King Abdullah

This Day In History

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS (BOPEE) 
Tele/Fax: 0194-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar): 0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) 

Website: www.jkbopee.gov.in E-mail: coejakbopee@gmail.com/helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com 
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Subject:  Admission to the NEET PG, 2024 Courses in the ASCOMS under Managements Quota of 

Hindu Minority (HM)/Non-Resident Indians (NRI) Seats-Removal of the deficiencies and 

Counseling after lowering the Merit of NEET PG Courses thereof. 
 

Reference: i) Notification No. 173-BOPEE of 2024 Dated: 25 -11-2024. 

                    ii) Notification No. 182-BOPEE of 2024 Dated: 06 -12-2024. 

                    iii) Notification No. 001-BOPEE of 2025 Dated: 09 -01-2025. 

                    iv) Notification No. 002-BOPEE of 2025 Dated: 10 -01-2025. 

 

Notification No. 006-BOPEE of 2025   

Dated 21-01-2025 
 

Consequent upon the issuance of Notification No. 002-BOPEE of 2025 dated 10.01.2025, following 

MCC's lowering of the percentile for NEET PG Courses as per notice no. U-12021/05/2024-MEC dated 04-

01-2025, the candidates belonging to Hindu Minority/NRI Categories submitted their documents for 

respective categories up to 14th of January 2025. As a prerequisite, the said documents of the candidates 

were checked and verified on 20th of January 2025 by the Committee constituted for the purpose.  

After verification of the documents submitted by the candidates under the Hindu Minority Quota 

well within the stipulated period, it has been found that the documents in respect of one (01) candidate 

out of the total of nine (09) candidates are complete in all respects, whereas documents in respect of eight 

(08) candidates have been found deficient as mentioned in Annexure-A to this Notification. 

While as the candidates who have applied under the NRI category as mentioned in Annexure-B to 

this Notification, it has been found that the documents in respect of two (02) candidates out of the total of 

four (04) candidates are complete in all respects, whereas documents in respect of two (02) candidates 

have been found deficient.  

A list of candidates, following MCC's lowering of the percentile for NEET PG Courses, for HM & NRI 

seats with document deficiencies is available on the BOPEE website, www.jkbopee.gov.in. Remarks can be 

found in Annexure-A and Annexure-B of this notification. 

The candidates in their own interest are advised to clear the deficiencies as shown against their 

names, by or before 23-01-2025 (till 01:00 p.m.) and submit the deficient documents during working hours 

physically in the office at Jammu/Srinagar.  

E & O E 

        Sd/- 

(Prof. Gurvinder Raj Verma)  

  Controller of Examinations 

J&K BOPEE 

 

No. BOPEE/Exam-12/2024                          Dated 21-01-2025 

Copy to the: 

DIPK-NB-3253/24

DATED: 22-01-2025

DC Inspects Facilities At 
Children Hospital Bemina

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat Wednesday undertook 
a visit to Paediatrics(Children) 
Hospital, Bemina to take stock of 
its functioning and the healthcare 
facilities being provided to the 
new born babies at the Hospital.

 The Deputy Commission-
er also reviewed the develop-
ment works being executed un-
der Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas 
Karyakram (PMJVK)for infra-
structure upgradation of the only 
Paediatrics(Children) Hospital 
for the convenience of the pa-
tients and their attendants.

The DC also took appraisal 
about operationalization of 2nd 
Hotline services at the Hospital to 
cater emergencies etc.

 On the occasion, the DC was 
informed that a proposal of Rs. 
4.15 crore project for construction 
of Attendant Sarai at the hospital 
under PMJVK has been submit-
ted to the Government to facili-
tate the attendants accompanying 
the patients from far flung areas.      

The DC also took stock of the 
measures being taken for reha-
bilitation of venders/hawkers 
and establishment of a Police Post 
outside the Hospital.

Later, the Deputy Commis-
sioner visited the Sub Divisional 

Magistrate Office(West) at Bemina 
and Nayabat Office at Zainakote.

During the visit, the DC in-
spected the Offices and took stock 
of the revenue related services be-
ing provided to the public.

At Nayabat Office Zainakote, 
the DC directed the Officers to 
prepare an estimate for develop-
ment of the land adjacent to the 
Office besides for its fencing.

During the visit, the DC was 
accompanied by Chief Planning 
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Execu-
tive Engineer, Arouj Alaqband, 
Tehsildar Shalteng, Rayees Abdul-
lah, MS Children Hospital, Dr. Ab-
dul Rasheed Para, CMO, Dr Tariq 
Ahmad Bhat and other concerned.

Lineman Dies Days After 
Receiving Electric Shock
Agencies

Srinagar: A 55-year-old 
line man who suffered an 
electric shock while on 
duty at a receiving station 
in  Soura Srinagar on Jan-
uary 11 succumbed to his 
injuries on wednesday.

Sources revealed that 
a 55-year-old lineman who 
suffered an electric shock 
while on duty at a receiving 
station in Srinagar on Janu-
ary 11, has tragically passed 
away at SKIMS Soura..

The deceased, identi-
fied as Bilal Ahmed Shah, 
son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-
Din Shah and a resident 
of Ahmadnagar Buchpora, 
succumbed to his injuries 

today after battling for 
over 10 days in the hospi-
tal, sources said.

The incident occurred 
while Shah was performing 
his duties in the outdoor 
yard of the receiving sta-
tion, where he reportedly 
came in contact with a live 
wire, they added. (JKNS)

National Girl Child Week-2025

SHEW Mission Shakti Celebrates 
Spot Birth Of Girl Child
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In commemo-
ration of the momentous 

milestone of 10 years of 
BetiBachaoBetiPadhao 
(BBBP) initiative, Depart-
ment of Social Welfare 
SANKALP- Hub for Em-
powerment of Women 
(SHEW) Mission Shakti 
Srinagar organized on 
spot celebrations of birth 
of new born girl child to 
mark the ‘National Girl 
Child Week-2025’.

Marking a decade 
of relentless efforts to 
protect, educate and 
empower the girl child 
in India this milestone 
aligns with India's vision 
of a Viksit Bharat 2047 
and the global shift from 
Women’s Development to 
Women-Led Development.

The movement has fo-
cused on overcoming gen-
der barriers and biases, 
paving the way to ensure 

that the girl child has 
access to education and 
opportunities to achieve 
her dreams.

Taking this initiative, 
the event was started by 
cutting a cake by the new 
born girl child’s mothers 
and later Baby Kits were 
distributed among the new 
born Baby Girl Children.

This event was orga-
nized to raise awareness 
among families and locals 
regarding laying a strong 
foundation for valuing and 
protecting every girl child 
and preventing gender-
biased sex-selective elimi-
nation and promote the 
survival, protection and 
education of the girl child.

Ensure Proper Arrangements 
On Shab-e-Meraj: Div Com
Observer News Service

Srinagar: To ensure avail-
ability of essential servic-
es at shrines and promi-
nent Mosques across the 
valley on the auspicious 
occasion of Shab-e-Meraj 
(SAW) & Friday Follow-
ing, Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar 
Bidhuri convened a meet-
ing on Wednesday and in-
structed officers to make 
adequate arrangements 
to facilitate devotees.

The meeting was 
attended by Deputy 
Commissioners, SSP 
Srinagar, SSP Traffic 
Srinagar, SSP Traffic 
Rural, and officers from 
the Waqf Board, Legal 
Metrology, Information, 
Roads and Buildings, 

Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration, Food Safety, 
FCS&CA, Fire and Emer-
gency Services, Health, 
SRTC, SSCL, KPDCL, 
PHE, ULB, and other con-
cerned departments.

The meeting deliber-
ated over various facili-
ties including uninter-
rupted power and water 
supply, illumination, 
medical facility camps, 
availability of essential 
items, transportation and 
parking, traffic manage-
ment, security deploy-
ment, sanitation, fire 

safety, stray dog control 
and mobile toilet vans.

Addressing the meet-
ing,  Div Com issued 
instructions to Deputy 
Commissioners to make 
foolproof arrangements 
to facilitate devotees in 
their respective districts, 
particularly at Assar-e-
Sharief Hazratbal, Aasa-
ri-e-Sharief Kalashpora, 
Jenab Sahib Soura, Zi-
ayarat Sharief Kabam-
arg, Ziyarat Sharief Khir-
ram (Anantnag), Ziyarat 
Sharief Makhama (Bud-
gam), and Ziyarat Aham-
e-Sharief (Bandipora).

On this occasion, 
the Div Com instructed 
KPDCL to ensure unin-
terrupted power supply 
across the valley on the 
eve of Shab-e-Meraj and 
the Friday Following.

Progress On Establishment Of District Export Hub reviewed

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat chaired a comprehen-
sive meeting at DC Office here to 
review the progress on ‘District 
Export Hub’ under the ODOP- 
DEH initiative being established 
at Kashmir Haat.

The District Export Hub is 
coming up with an aim to boost 
the export of goods from Srinagar 
District with adequate market 
linkage to the industry, provide 
guidance regarding exports, con-

sultancy, etc under one roof.
At the outset, DC held an 

extensive discussion with all the 
stakeholders present in the meet-
ing in order to ensure that the 
District Export Hub is operation-
alized with the vision to enable 
holistic socio-economic growth 
of the local Artisans and Export-
ers, besides institutionalizing the 
Export Ecosystem in the District.

The DC said the objectives of 
the initiative is to give a fillip to 
the export volume and to boost 
the local economy, particularly 
focusing on promoting specific 

products or industries within the 
District that have good export 
potential, thereby likely enhance 
production, improve quality, and 
facilitate marketing and export 
of these products with adequate 
market linkage.

During the meeting, DC 
instructed the concerned Officers 
to take up necessary measures for 
setting up of Art Gallery & Dis-
play Stalls, development of Web-
site, Staff for gallery and other 
requisite provision for making 
District Export Hub functional in 
effective manner.

A 55-year-old 
lineman who 
suffered an electric 
shock while on 
duty at a receiving 
station in Srinagar 
on January 11, has 
tragically passed 
away at SKIMS Soura

Ist UTRC Meeting 
For Fair Trials For 
Under-Trial 
Prisoners Held 

Srinagar: To address 
the significant issue of 
ensuring fair and expe-
dited trials for under trial 
prisoners, the District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) Srinagar, under 
the aegis of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Legal Services 
Authority, convened its 
first quarterly UTRC 
meeting for the year 2025 
on Wednesday at District 
Court, Srinagar.
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Did You Know?

A Simple Guide to 
Smart Investing

Irshad Mushtaq

I
nvesting can seem daunting, especially with the stock mar-
ket's ups and downs. Many wealthy individuals strategically 
manage their investments across different sectors to grow 
their wealth over time. Here’s a breakdown of how they typi-

cally allocate their money and some tips for everyday investors to 
navigate this landscape.

Where the Wealthy Invest: Key Areas of Focus
1. Stock Market:

A significant portion, usually around 40-60% of their total 
investments, goes into the stock market. This includes various 
investment vehicles like individual stocks, mutual funds, and Ex-
change-Traded Funds (ETFs). While the stock market can be vola-
tile—sometimes seeing steep declines in just a day—it’s essential 
to remember that fluctuations are common. Successful investors 
often focus on long-term growth rather than short-term dips.

2. Real Estate:
Wealthy individuals typically invest 20-30% of their funds in real 

estate. This can include residential buildings, commercial proper-
ties, or other real estate investments. Real estate often provides con-
sistent returns and can be more stable than the stock market.

3.  Bonds:
Approximately 10-20% of their portfolio may include bonds. 

These could be government bonds or corporate bonds, providing 
fixed returns with lower risk compared to stocks.

4. Private Equity & Venture Capital:
Around 10-15% of investments might go into private equity 

or venture capital. This means investing in private companies or 
startups, which can offer high returns if the businesses succeed.

5. Hedge Funds:
Allocating about 5-15% to hedge funds allows wealthy indi-

viduals to utilize sophisticated investment strategies. However, 
this is generally more suited to those with higher risk tolerance.

Read the full article on our website: 
https://kashmirobserver.net/

Probe, Prevent, Protect

W
ith 17 lives lost—including 13 children—in less than 
two months, the mysterious deaths in Rajouri’s Bad-
hal village has left the local community paralyzed 
by fear and uncertainty. Although  the deployment 

of a Special Investigation Team (SIT) and the involvement of an 
inter-ministerial panel is commendable, the need of the hour is 
a transparent, thorough, and early resolution to the crisis.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s assurance that the mys-
tery will be resolved soon has offered some hope. However, 
such promises must translate into action to restore public 
confidence. With investigations so far ruling out bacterial or 
viral infections, the mystery has only deepened. The urgent 
need is for the medical experts to probe every angle. It is good 
that the Jammu and Kashmir and central  government are 
working in tandem on the crisis, but they need to deliver de-
finitive answers.

The Chief Minister has acknowledged the inadequacies in 
district-level healthcare, but these shortcomings do not explain 
the outbreak of the mysterious illness killing people. Even as 
investigations proceed, steps such as mass health screenings, 
community awareness campaigns, and distribution of safe food 
and water supplies can alleviate anxieties. Equally important 
is the mobilization of health teams to identify potential cases in 
surrounding areas to ensure that the situation does not spiral 
out of control.

Above all, the government has to keep talking to people in 
the area about the day to day progress in the ongoing investiga-
tion. The absence of clear information often breeds rumors and 
panic, which can exacerbate the crisis. By keeping the public 
informed of every development, the authorities can foster trust 
and cooperation. 

It is also important to isolate the area so that the alleged 
illness doesn’t radiate out to the surrounding areas. Merciful-
ly, so far, no mysterious deaths have occurred in the areas at 
some distance from Badhal, showing that something is wrong 
within the village itself and that the alleged disease is not infec-
tious.  That said, we still don’t know the cause of the succes-
sive deaths, so can’t draw any definitive conclusions. For that, 
we have to wait for the ongoing medical examinations to end. 
The government, thus, must act decisively to uncover the truth, 
implement preventive measures, and rebuild the shattered con-
fidence of the local community, and people of the Jammu region 
as a whole. After COVID-19 pandemic that killed millions of 
people around the world, people have a reason to be apprehen-
sive of the mysterious outbreaks such as the one at Badhal. So, 
the government has to provide immediate answers. Anything 
less would be a disservice to the lives lost and the grief-stricken 
families left behind.

Reinstating Merit 
and Competence 

A Call for Reform in J&K's NEET PG-Counseling

Saquib Jan

R
ecent changes in reservation policies 
governing NEET PG counseling in 
Jammu and Kashmir have led to wide-
spread discontent among aspiring doc-

tors. The drastic reduction of the Open Merit 
(OM) quota to a mere 26.6% has raised concerns 
about the equitable distribution of seats in MD/
MS courses, especially in specialty branches. 
There is a growing consensus that reservation 
policies must be reevaluated. Specialty branch-
es such as Radiology, Medicine, Surgery, ENT, 
and Ophthalmology, which are already limited 
in number, demand a high level of competence. 
These are fields where the quality of training 
directly impacts healthcare delivery, and thus, 
merit should take precedence in admissions.

During MBBS, all students, irrespective 
of their category, study under the same condi-
tions, sharing access to the same faculty, books, 
libraries, and clinical training. This equal ex-
posure equips all students with the necessary 
skills and knowledge to compete fairly in spe-
cialty exams like NEET PG. Furthermore, after 
completing MBBS, reserved and unreserved 
category students work as interns, junior resi-
dents, or medical officers, receiving equal pay 
and benefits.

Introducing an excessive level of reserva-
tion in these critical specialty branches risks 
compromising the quality of healthcare. For ex-
ample, if admission is not strictly merit-based, 
it could lead to scenarios where less qualified 
candidates occupy seats in specialties that de-
mand exceptional competence. This, in turn, 
can violate the fundamental right to health 
guaranteed to every citizen by potentially di-
minishing the quality of healthcare services.

Impact of Reduced Open Merit Quota
The issuance of SO 176 (March 2024) and SO 

305 (May 2024) has significantly curtailed the 
OM quota in postgraduate medical seats. This 
year, initially set at 38.5%, the OM quota was 
further reduced to 26.6% after applying Rule-17 
and horizontal reservation cuts. Out of 293 gov-
ernment PG seats, only 78 seats were allotted 
to pure open merit candidates. This dispropor-
tionate allocation has caused frustration among 
meritorious students who find themselves at a 
disadvantage despite securing excellent ranks.

For instance, in NEET PG 2024, a candidate 
with an All India Rank (AIR) in the five digits was 
allotted MD Radiology in SKIMS, while another 
candidate with a three-digit AIR was unable to 
secure a seat in the same branch at SKIMS. Such 
discrepancies highlight the urgency of reforming 
seat allocation policies to prioritize competence 
and fairness, especially in specialty branches that 
demand high levels of expertise.

The total number of PG seats in govern-
ment colleges is just 293, out of which only 113 
(38.5%) were allotted to Open Merit, including 
other CDP, PSP, and SP categories. After apply-
ing Rule-17, 23 seats were cut from OM. Finally, 
after horizontal cuts (excluding EWS), a mere 78 
seats went to pure OM candidates—78 out of 293, 
or 26.6%. Additionally, only 7 candidates were 
allocated seats through EWS out of 28 seats. 
EWS seats, initially cut from OM via horizontal 
cuts, were not returned to the OM pool in the 
second round of counseling but instead went to 
the category pool.

Jammu & Kashmir ranks among the lowest 
in India in terms of postgraduate (PG) specialty 
seats in medical education, with only 580 seats 
available, of which a mere 50% are allotted for 
the state quota. After multiple deductions, such 
as horizontal reservations and Rule-17, the num-
ber of Open Merit (OM) seats dwindles to just 78, 
constituting around 30% of the remaining seats.

In stark contrast, other states like Maha-
rashtra (3,500 seats), Karnataka (1,850 seats), 
Tamil Nadu (2,700 seats), and Andhra Pradesh 
(3,200 seats) offer far more opportunities for 
medical aspirants. The lack of central-level in-
stitutes and private medical colleges in J&K 
further exacerbates the issue, leaving students 
with limited choices compared to their counter-
parts in other states.

Adding to the crisis is the rapid establishment 
of new medical colleges in the region without 
adequately strengthening existing institutions. 
New colleges like GMC Anantnag, Baramulla, 
and Doda, introduced in recent years, remain 
under-resourced and have not yet achieved the 
standards required to secure PG seats. This lack 
of infrastructure and faculty enhancement ham-
pers their growth and deprives the state of much-
needed specialty training facilities.

This imbalance in medical education cre-
ates a ripple effect on the healthcare system in 
J&K, contributing to one of the greatest crises 
in health education in the region. It limits ac-
cess to quality training for aspirants and affects 
the overall competence of the healthcare work-
force. Immediate interventions are needed to 
upgrade existing medical colleges, rationalize 
seat allocations, and align with national stan-
dards to address this critical issue.

Rule-17: A Unique and Unjust Policy
Rule-17, specific to J&K’s reservation 

framework, exacerbates the inequity in seat al-
location. Under this rule, if a reserved category 
candidate secures a seat through OM and later 
upgrades to a higher specialty in their reserved 
category, the vacated OM seat is transferred 
back to the reserved pool instead of reverting 
to OM. This creates a double disadvantage for 
OM candidates and provides undue advantage 
to reserved category students.

No other state in India follows such a poli-
cy, making it an outlier without constitutional 
justification. Rule-17 calls for immediate aboli-
tion to ensure fairness. Judicial rulings, such 
as the Supreme Court’s landmark judgments 
in Indra Sawhney vs. Union of India (1992) 
and Ashoka Kumar Thakur vs. Union of In-
dia (2008), emphasize that reservation policies 
must not exceed the 50% cap. J&K, being one of 
the unique states in India where the unreserved 
population is significantly larger than 50%, de-
serves an Open Merit share proportional to its 
population.

Re-Implementing SRO-49
SRO-49, introduced in 2018, provided a bal-

anced approach to seat allocation by reserving 
75% of specialty branch seats for OM candidates 
while maintaining reservation for other catego-
ries. This policy ensured that merit remained 
the primary criterion in high-stakes courses 
like MD/MS. Re-implementing SRO-49 would 
address the current inequities and restore con-
fidence among aspirants without affecting the 
overall reservation framework, which is cur-
rently under review by a sub-committee.

Such a measure is particularly vital for spe-
cialty branches, where competence directly im-
pacts healthcare outcomes. Ensuring that the 
most qualified candidates secure these seats 
is crucial for building a robust and efficient 

healthcare system in J&K.

Service Bonds: Addressing Healthcare Gaps
Another pressing issue is the absence of a 

service bond system for postgraduate medical 
students in J&K. Unlike other states, J&K does 
not require PG students admitted through the 
All India Quota (AIQ) to sign service bonds. 
This has resulted in an exodus of trained doc-
tors, leaving the state’s healthcare system un-
derstaffed and overburdened.

Introducing a mandatory three-year service 
bond for all PG students admitted through AIQ, 
tfqe ^ mbk^iqv lc .-*/- i^he clo klk*`ljmif^k`b) 
as implemented in other states, would help ad-
dress this issue. Such a system has been suc-
cessfully adopted elsewhere, ensuring medical 
professionals contribute to local healthcare sys-
tems before seeking opportunities elsewhere. 
This reform would protect J&K’s healthcare 
interests and ensure equitable distribution of 
medical services across the region.

Judicial Perspectives on Reservation and Merit
The judiciary has consistently held that 

while reservation is essential for promoting so-
cial justice, it must be balanced with merit to 
ensure excellence in professional fields. In MR 
Balaji vs. State of Mysore (1963), the Supreme 
Court ruled that reservation should not under-
mine efficiency in administration and educa-
tion. Similarly, in Pradeep Jain vs. Union of 
India (1984), the Court emphasized that merit 
should be the primary criterion for admission 
to postgraduate medical courses, given their 
critical role in public health.

These judgments underscore the need for 
a fair and balanced approach to reservation, 
particularly in specialty courses like MD/MS, 
where competence is paramount.

Conclusion: A Balanced Approach for Better 
Healthcare

The current reservation policies in J&K’s 
medical education system require urgent re-
forms to address the concerns of meritorious 
students while maintaining social equity. Re-
implementing an SRO-49-like order, abolish-
ing Rule-17, and introducing service bonds for 
PG students are crucial steps in this direction. 
These measures will not only ensure fairness in 
seat allocation but also contribute to building a 
competent healthcare workforce for the state.

This call for reform is not a rejection of res-
ervation but an appeal for equitable policies 
that prioritize merit and competence. By adopt-
ing these changes, J&K can pave the way for 
a more robust and efficient healthcare system 
that serves the needs of all its citizens.

Views expressed in the article are the author's 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer
The author is a MBBS from GMC Srinagar
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espected Traffic Depart-
ment, LG Office, and Honor-
able Chief Minister,

I wish to bring to your 
attention a pressing issue concern-
ing Red Cross Road, Maisuma, which 
has become a significant source of 
inconvenience for commuters. This 
road, renowned for shops offering 
mechanical parts and vehicle repair 
services, is often congested due to the 
shopkeepers parking their vehicles 
on the road and conducting repairs 
on the spot.

This practice has severely im-
pacted the smooth flow of traffic, 
causing regular traffic jams lasting 

15 to 20 minutes or more. Pedestrians 
and commuters face immense diffi-
culties navigating through this road, 
especially during peak hours. The 
situation not only wastes precious 
time but also poses safety hazards for 
those trying to maneuver through the 
crowded area.

While we deeply respect the live-
lihoods of shopkeepers and their con-
tributions to the local economy, it is 
essential to strike a balance between 
business activities and public conve-
nience. Hence, I would like to propose 
the following suggestions for immedi-
ate consideration:
1. Designated Parking Spaces: Al-

locate specific areas nearby for 
shopkeepers and customers to 
park their vehicles, ensuring 
that the road remains clear for 
smooth traffic movement.

2. Strict Monitoring and Fines: De-
ploy traffic personnel to monitor 
and fine vehicles parked illegal-
ly or repairs conducted on the 
road.

3. Zoning for Repairs: Create a 
separate zone or workshop area 
for vehicle repairs to ensure that 
these activities do not obstruct 
the road.

4. Awareness Campaigns: Educate 
the shopkeepers and vehicle 

owners about the importance of 
keeping public roads clear for 
safe and efficient commuting.

Your intervention in resolving 
this matter will not only improve 
traffic conditions but also enhance 
the overall quality of life for resi-
dents and commuters. I urge the 
concerned authorities to address this 
issue promptly to avoid further in-
convenience.

Thank you for your attention and 
efforts to make our roads safer and 
more accessible for everyone.

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon
Srinagar 
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Traffic Mess in Maisuma

The current reservation policies in J&K’s medical education system require 
urgent reforms to address the concerns of meritorious students while maintaining social 
equity. Re-implementing an SRO-49-like order, abolishing Rule-17, and introducing service 
bonds for PG students are crucial steps in this direction










