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Snowfall Throws Normal Life Out of Gear In Kashmir

MeT Predicts

operations and also leading
to the closure of the Srinagar-

central Kashmir's plains re-

ceived moderate snowfall.

pletely off guard.
The failure of weather
models to predict this

the weather department
and its current incharge
in Jammu and Kashmir

Il the major roads and
highways continued to

Shopian ] : | -
e Surprls,e S'nowfall. ' Q
| Sumarg MET’s 'Inaccurate
,  Pahalgam FOl'ecaSt Spal‘ks BaCklaSh Flights C_ancelled, Over 1,300 HMVs
| [1footGinches 1§ . Rail Service Stranded on NH
Al Azencles G Suspended
2 feet ; . : nspector General of Police
Pulwama Srnllagar. {(ashr];lr lVatlle% ir traffic to and from (IGP) Traffic, Suleman
oA | Y1Ve% ;f; l;l;ov‘\)] i‘) 0 Sa:tfler d:y The absence of Srinagar was also Choudhary on Saturday
Srinagar morning, with south and state-of-the-art affected as flight said that more than 1300
8 inches central Kashmir bearing eqy!pment limits the operatlgn(si 3’5 the a”‘DOI‘]E Vl\ierﬁ Heavy Motor Vehicles (HMVs)
Ganderbal the brunt of the unpre-  ability to accurately suspended due to snowfall, the are stranded on the Jammu-
6 to 8 inches dicted weather event. predict such extreme airport officials said. Srinagar National Highway.
Budgam The IndiaMeteorological  \yeather events." Due to bad weather conditions, IGP Choudhary said that 465
® 7 to 10 inches Department’s (IMD) . . all flights at Srinagar Airport HMVs are stranded in the
Bandipor_a - ] Srinagar station had fore- -Faizan Arif have been | More on P6 Qazigund | More on P6
6 inches | & cast light rain and snowfall
; = for the regionon December ~ has created chaos on the
Kishtwar < | 27 and 28, but the valley  ground with many travel-
4 inches S experienced over two feet  lersespecially tourists found
: 2 of snow in some areas, themselves stranded in life-
S catching residents, author-  threatening situations. Roads, Power Outages
= ities, and travellers com- People largely blame Highways Closed Triggered

irst snowfall in Kashmir
has led to widespread

Jammu National Highway, of- The plains of north Kashmir intense spell of snow has ~ Mukhtar Ahmad for the . . .
More SHOW ficials said. received light to moderate raised serious questions  inaccurate prediction that remain closed forve_h|cu|ar , power outages, I(_eavmg
From January 3 Moderate to heavy snowfall  snowfall, the officials said. about the accuracy and  caught everyone off guard. movement for the 2nd straight residents grappling with

was recorded across Kashmir Srinagar recorded about preparedness of the me- The MET had predicted day while the stranded vehicles disruptions in essential
Observer News Service since Friday, including the sea-  eight inches of snow, while teorological forecasting  light rainfall and scattered were allowed to ply towards services. Chief Minister Omar

son's first snowfall in Srinagar  neighbouring Ganderbal re- system in the region. snowfall in some areas Ramban on Srinagar-Jammu Abdullah took to X to update
Srinagar: Normal life was city and other plain areas of corded about seven inches. The inaccurate fore- on Friday, but as the day National Highway. the public on the situation.
thrown out of gear in Kashmir  the valley. Sonamarg, a famous tourist cast by the Meteorological ~ proceeded the plains of “All the stranded passengers “Out of forty-one 33KV feeders
on Saturday as most areas of In south Kashmir, heavy to  destination, recorded around Department (MET) in  Kashmir witnessed heavy have been allowed to ply towards dysfunctional in Kashmir due
the valley received snowfall, very heavy snowfall was re- eight inches of snow, the offi- Jammu and Kashmir  snowfall | More on P6 Ramban today,” a top official said, to heavy snowfall, thirty seven

disrupting flight and railway

corded in the plains, while

Will Snowfall End
Kashmir's Power Woes?

Observer News Service

Srinagar:The heavy snowfall in
Kashmir has provided much-
needed relief to the region's
hydroelectric power genera-
tion, which had significantly
declined due to an extended
dry spell this year.

Local power generation had

ing hydroelectric plants.
Officials from the Power

not only reduced power gen-
eration but also increased the

cials added. | More on P6

Snowbound Roads, Warm Hearts

Kashmir's Generosity

Tourists Steals Spotlight

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a heartwarming
display of Kashmiri hospi-
tality, locals in Gund, on the
Srinagar-Sonamarg highway,
opened the doors of their

area, officials said
Their vehicles became stuck

adding that no | More on P6

Towards

have been | More on P6

Ensure 100% Doctor

Attendance:

Observer News Service

Srinagar:Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah convened a video
conference meeting with all
districts across Jammu and
Kashmir to review snow clear-
ance operations and restora-
tion of essential services fol-
lowing heavy snowfall in the

Shyambir, ADC Ganderbal, and
other senior district officials.

M

disrupted normal life in many
districts across the valley.

plummeted to approximately homes and a mosque to shelter Kashmir Valley.
40 MW, a stark contrast to a group of travellers stranded The meeting held at the
Kashmir's installed capacity of due to heavy snowfall. = video conference hall in and Jammu, and Deputy
over 1,140 MW. This reduction it will take time for the snow- Adozen tourists from Punjab 5 Ganderbal, was attended in  Commissioners from all dis-
was primarily due to dimin-  melt to positively impact reser- found themselves caught in =) person by Advisor to the CM tricts participated via video
ished water levels in rivers and  voir levels." the snowfall on Friday while 2 Nasir Aslam Wani, Deputy conferencing. The snowfall,
reservoirs, essential for power- The prolonged dry spell had returning from the Sonamarg ) Commissioner Ganderbal ~ which began yesterday, has
- o
&
e

Development Department
(PDD) have expressed cau-
tious optimism following the
snowfall.

A senior PDD official said,
"The recent snowfall is ex-
pected to recharge our water
sources, which should gradual-
ly enhance power generation as
the snow melts. However, the
benefits will not be immediate;

region's reliance on electricity
imports to meet demand. This
dependency strained the local
grid and led to frequent power
outages, affecting both resi-
dents and industries.

Another PDD official noted,
"While the snowfall brings
hope, we must continue to
manage our resources efficient-
ly and encourage | More on P6

in the snow and with no near-
by hotels and local houses too
small to accommodate the
group, Gund residents opened
the doors of the Jamia Masjid, al-
lowing the tourists to stay there
for the night, officials added.

"It was the best possible
solution as the mosque has a
hamaam, which stays warm
throughout the night," said

Bashir Ahmad, a local resident.

The Jamia Masjid at Gund is
located less than 10 kilometers
from the site of a terrorist at-
tack in Gagangir, where six
people -- five non-local labour-
ers and a local doctor -- were
killed in October this year.

The social media network-
ing sites were flooded with

messages by the stranded
tourists, praising the hospital-
ity of the natives.

A video which went viral on
the social media platforms re-
vealed that dozens of stranded
tourists were being provided
tea and other facilities by the
common Kashmiris in their
homes. “We have | More on P6

Divisional
Kashmir

Chief  Secretary,
Commissioners  of

During the meeting, Deputy
Commissioners | More on P6

Inspects Facilities At Ganderbal Hospital

Minister Omar Abdullah today visited District Hospital

FoIIowing heavy snowfall across the Kashmir Valley, Chief

Ganderbal and assessed the facilities and services avail-
able to patients during the inclement weather. During his visit,
the Chief Minister inspected various units of the | More on P6

Gratuitous Occupancy Doesn't

Grant Property Rights: HC

JKP SI Recruitment
CAT Directs JKSSB To

Dr Singh Cremated With
Full State Honours

[] []
Permit Overage Candidates  rressmustorindia
M Ahmad a premises gratuitously and
whose initial entry in the prem- Observer News Service after hearing arguments from New Delhi: Former prime
Srinagar: If a person has been ises is questionable, would not Advocate  Sheikh  Shakeel minister Manmohan Singh
allowed to stay in the premises acquire any right or interest in Jammu:The Central Ahmed and his team, repre- was cremated with full state

gratuitously, he does not acquire
any title over the property, the
High Court of J&K and Ladakh
has said.

“The Courts would not be
justified in protecting the pos-
session of any person who was

4

to restrain it from interfering

the property and even long pos-
session in that capacity would
be of no legal consequence.”

“In the instant case, as per
plaintiff’s (M/S M. R. Industries)
own case he was allowed to oc-
cupy the additional plot of land

Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
in Jammu has directed the
Jammu and Kashmir Services
Selection Board to permit 241
unemployed graduates, who
are over the prescribed age
limit, to participate in the on-

senting the applicants.

The  tribunal  acknowl-
edged that the applicants had
missed the opportunity to ap-
ply earlier due to the Home
Department's delay in refer-
ring vacancies to the JKSSB,

honours here on Saturday in
the presence of top dignitaries
from India and abroad.

Singh's funeral pyre was lit by
his eldest daughter Upinder Singh
at the Nigambodh Ghat amid the
chanting of religious hymns.

allowed to occupy the premises  with the use and occupation of  in question by the defendants going selection process for the  leading to the overage status The last rites were performed ~ Namgyel ~Wangchuck and
for some time gratuitously,” said ~ a plot of land at Industrial Estate  without any formal allotment,” posts of Police Sub-Inspector. of the candidates. in the presence of President  Mauritius Foreign Minister
a bench of Justice Sanjay Dhar. Zainakote, Srinagar. the court said, adding, “The plot The application was filed Advocate Ahmed argued Droupadi Murmu, Vice Dhananjay = Ramful  were

The court made the observa-
tions while dismissing an appeal

“The protection can only be
granted or extended to a person

of land admittedly belongs to a
third person who is a migrant.

by the graduates seeking age
relaxation.

that the delay in the selection
process, which lasted more

President Jagdeep Dhankhar
and Prime Minister Narendra

among the foreign dignitar-
ies who paid tributes to Singh,

filed by one M/S M. R. Industries ~ who has a valid subsisting rent ~ Therefore, there is no legal right The bench, comprising than three years, had left the Modi, as also top leaders of  who served as the prime min-
against an order by Additional agreement, lease agreement or interest created in favour of Member (Judicial) Rajinder  applicants overaged, despite the Congress party includ- ister from 2004 to 2014.
District Judge, Srinagar by vir-  or license agreement in his fa-  the plaintiff in this case, so as to Singh Dogra and Member the fact that they met the eli- ing Mallikarjun Kharge, Sonia Singh, 92, died on the night
tue of which the government vour,” the court said, adding, entitle him to remain in posses- (Administrative) Ram Mohan  gibility criteria at the time of Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. of December 26.

rejected suit seeking directions

“Therefore, a person holding

sion of the suit | More onP6

Johri, issued the directive

the previous | More on P6

King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar

Defence | More on P6
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Scholarships This Week

Scholarship Name 1
Kotak Suraksha Scholarship Program
2024-25 (Phase 2)

Description: Kotak Securities Limited
(KSL) invites applications from students
pursuing general/professional graduation.

Eligibility: Open to PwD applicants
across India who are currently pursuing
general or professional graduation cours-
es. Applicants must have secured at least
55% marks in their previous academic
year, and their annual family income must
not exceed INR 3,20,000.

Prizes & Rewards:
INR1,00,000 per year
Last Date to Apply: 23-01-2025
Application mode: Online

Scholarship up to

png

Scholarship Name 2
Dr. A. P.J. Abdul Kalam Young Research
Fellowship 2024

Description: Dr. A. P. . Abdul Kalam
Young Research Fellowship 2024 is an
opportunity provided by the Technology,
Education, Research and Rehabilitation for
the Environment (TERRE) Policy Center

to students pursuing or have completed
undergraduate, postgraduate or Ph.D.
degree in any field related to environmen-
tal research.

Eligibility: Applicants must be Indi-
an citizens pursuing or having completed
an undergraduate or postgraduate degree
(M.Sc., M.E., M.A.) or Ph.D. degree in any

applications only

Short Url: www.b4s.in/observer/
KSSP3

QR Code: https://d2w7l1p59qkLOr.

cloudfront.net/static/images/scho-
media/kotak-suraksha-scholarship-
program-2024-25-phase-21734500259.

field related to environmental research.
They must be between the age group
of 18 and 25 years old as of December
31st, 2024, and demonstrate outstand-
ing research contributions made in India
towards environmental protection or

Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.
com presents scholarships available for the
meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir
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Study Shows How Brain Chemicals Control Eating,
Could Help Develop Improved Obesity Drugs

Press Trust Of India

study has found
that brain chemi-
cals such as dopa-
mine and serotonin
work together in control-
ling hunger and food
intake. A finding which can
possibly help in develop-
ing improved anti-obesity
drugs.
Working with animal mod-
els, researchers, including
those at the Baylor College
of Medicine, US, found that
two brain chemicals—the
excitement-causing dopa-
mine and calm-inducing
GABA, or gamma-aminobu-
tyric acid—arrest the pro-
duction of serotonin when
one initiates a meal.
Serotonin, known to act as

a ‘mood stabiliser’ and pro-
duce calming effects, is cre-
ated mainly in the dorsal
Raphe nucleus, located in
the midbrain—the topmost
part of the brain stem that
connects the brain to the
spinal cord.

"Working with animal
models, we found that
when animals are hungry,
serotonin-producing neu-
rons in the (dorsal Raphe

nucleus) are inhibited by
GABA and dopamine. This
reduces the levels of sero-
tonin in the brain, which
allows the initiation of a
meal,” Yong Xu, a professor
of pediatrics-nutrition and
corresponding author of
the study published in the
journal Metabolism, said.
As the animals feed and
reach satiety, more sero-
tonin is produced, which

then travels to the ‘arcuate
of the hypothalamus’, or
ARH, thereby conveying

a message to ‘slow down
on eating’, Xu explained.
The ARH region moni-

tors energy in the body
and regulates metabolic
responses.

“What’s unique about this
is that GABA and dopa-
mine act synergistically
(together) -- when both are
present, serotonin neurons
appear to be more inhibited
than when only one of the
neurotransmitters is pres-
ent,” the author said.

The work helps improve
our understanding of how
the brain manages body
weight and feeding, spe-
cifically the roles of brain
chemicals while feeding,
the researchers said.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DIVISION
AWANTIPORA

Phone/Fax 01933-247152 E-Mail: phedivisionawantipora@gmail.com
CORRIGENDUM

Refer this office eNIT No: 32/PHA of 2024-25 Dated: 26-12-2024 endorsed vide this office No: AWP/PHE/3640-54 dated: 26-12-2024
regarding the work "Balance work of SSFP, Chian link fencing and construction of approach road for SSFP site at Kuchmulla for WSS
Amirabad (Under NABARD)", wherein for the unbalanced tendered should have to submit additional Performance Security in the
shape of CDR/FDR of Advertised cost in addition to his earnest money as specified in eNIT, as per following breakup:-

S.No % age of unbalanced bid Via Advertised costona/coflowrates ~~ |Addition performance security |
01 Up to and including 15 % below Nil

02 Greater than 15 % and up t0 20 % 05%

03 Greater than 20 % and up to 25 % 10%

04 Greater than 25 % and up to 30 % 15%

05 Greater than 30% 20%

The said Additional Performance Security shall be released only after completion of 50% of the Allotted work.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Awantipora.
No: AWP/PHE/3673-84
DIPK-10144/24 Dated: 28-12-2024

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION ANANTNAG
NIT NO 860F R&B/Anantnag/2024-25/E-TENDERING/10033-42DATED 27-12-2024

Government of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PMGSY (JKRRDA) DIVISION Bandipora
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
Fresh NIT No. 11/EE/PMGSY/Bpr/e-Tendering of 2024-25 Dated:-27-12-2024

E-tenders (Singlecover system) from qualified contractors registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments are invited for
Snow Clearance (Stage-wise) on Percentagebasis for a contract period of one year.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contrac- Stage Name of Road& Stage. Road Length  |Stage Length‘ Priority  [Earnest Class of Contractor [Tender docu-
torsregistered with J&K Govt. CPWD,Railwaysandother State/Central Governments for each of the following works:- No (Kms) (Kms) lorll  Money ment cost
STAGE-1
S.No|Name of Work [Estimated Cost (Rsin- Costof T/ |[Earnest 'Time of Comple-Major Head of |Class of Con- i ‘3'66 ‘3'66 ‘ ! ‘5000 A"t0’DEE" class ‘600
Lacs) Doc.(inRs) Money(InRs) ltion Account tractor STAGE-2
1. Repairof ST and|T1.65 Lacs Contract Price 600 23300/- 60 Days UTCapex BEE, CEE, DEE 1 Hajin to Khusarpora 3.00 720 0 5000 FA"to’DEE class 1600
GB Boys Hostel exclusive of GST: 9.88 + Budget2024-25 [Class& MSME’s 2 Gundipreng to Bakshibal 4.20
Anantnag. (18% GST Amount 1.77) (Tribal Grants) Only 7'20
Project Authority: District Development Commissioner Anantnag. STAGE-3
Position of AAA: Accorded Vide Order No. 305 — DDCA Of 2024, Dated 26.12.2024. 1 MRLO1-Chewa to CheckiHajin via Chandergir 5.70 12.31 I 5000 [“A”to’DEE’class [600
Positionof TS:  Accorded Vide Order No. 01/R&B/Tribal/2024-25, Dated 27.12.2024. 2 MRLO2-Kusumbagh Hakbara to ChandergirGhat 3.06
1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms- and 3 MRLO1-Nesbal to Asham 3.55
conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the departmental websitewww.jktenders.gov.in asper sched- 12.31
ule of dates given below: STAGE-4
1 MRLO3-NH to Shirbugh 5.60 5.6 | 5000 [“A”to’DEE’class |600
S.No. |Particulars Dated 5.6
I Date of Issue of Tender Notice 27-12-2024 STAGE-S
2 i i i ments _Frrom (2)72-131-22002;5 5 82:28;’%) MRLO3-L25 Watpora to Laherwalpora 3.0 20.60 I 5000 [“A” to’DEE’class |600
0 0. :
3 |Bid submission Start Date From 27-12-2024 (04:00PM) 2 Chuntimullakudara Road _ [0
4 Bid Submission End Date To 02-01-2025 (04:30PM) 3 Miscellanies Roads ( Road to be cleared in Emergencies) 10.0
5 Date andtime of opening of bid (online) i i 0?3-01-2025 __ (11:00AM)
In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B)DivisionAnantnag. | 1 The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, (if any), Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions
L Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / receipt ( Under MH- 0059 PWD) in ?’2 |(::,ll);]t.ract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.pmgsyjktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-
favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag[Tender Inviting Authority] (NIT No. Name of Work/Item No. to be mentioned on ' -
the Treasury Challan / Receipt) (Refer Govt. order No. 0.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be | | 1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 1-12-2024
between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape ofCDR/FDR/BG pledged 2 Date of downloading of biddingdocuments ~~ 27-12-2024From03:00PM |
to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag(Tender receiving Authority).(The Date of EMD{CDR/FDR/BG} should be between | | 13 Bid submissionStartDate = 27-12-2024From04:00PM |
the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date and validity of EMD at the time of opening of Bids shall be a period of 45 Days 4 Bid Submission End Date : -01-2025 upto4:00PM
beyond Bid Validity of 120 Days) g Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 04-01-2025 at 11:00AM
2. AlltheBidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG.Non | | 3 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in
submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive. the name of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Bandipora(tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.
3. Note:a. MSME’sare requiredto pay only50% ofTender Document Costor Rs500/-whicheverislower. 3 All bidders are required to submit bid security or earnest money for an amount of Rs.5000/= at the time of tendering in the form of CDRs, FDRs, or BGs pledged to the
b. MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of the amount of EMD/ Bid Security or Rs 5000/- whichever islower authority responsible for receiving bids, in this case Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Bandipora. In strict accordance with the Government’s circular and other instruc-
4. The st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security tions as required, the successful bidder will be required to provide performance security in the amount of Rs.10,000/= at the time of contract award. Following the fixing

in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour ofExecutiveEngineer R&B Division Anantnag (Tender receiving authority) within 03 Days before
fixation of Contract and shall be released 60 days after successful completion of Defect Liability Period(DLP) of the work.The date of
Performance Security(CDR/FDR/BG) should be after the date of issuance of letter/LOI to deposit the performance securityFailure to
produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor be forwarded to Higher
Authorities for a period of 01 Year.

5. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be
released after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released 60 Days
after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.

6. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders auto-
matically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site
in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag

7 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bid

8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit”
on website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.

b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-
2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors.

C. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in
physical form.

d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

e Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.

f. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents including tender document fee in terms of soft cop-
ies with technical bid.

Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

14. All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.

(ErSyed Ishfaq Ahmad)
Executive Engineer,
R&B Division Anantnag

DIPK-10156/24
dated: 28-12-2024

of the contract in favour of the successful bidder, the unsuccessful bidders will receive the earnest money/bid security. The successful bidder’s performance security will be
released only after completed successfully performance of the Contract.

The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.pmgsyjktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an

e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division

Bandipora(tender receiving authority).
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acquai
i.

ii.
iii.
iv.
V.

Vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
X.

copies

Note: -

No:No.
DIPK-10111/24

The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 30 days from the date of opening of technical bids.

The earnest money shall be forfeited, if: -

Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

int bid submission process.

a. Any bidder/ tender withdraws bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within Ten days from the date of intimation.
¢. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 15 days.

Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.pmgsyjktenders.gov.in to

To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate’ (DSC)as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital

certificate from any approved Vendor.

The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature.

No bid will be accepted in physical form.

Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Table 1.

All bidders must UPLOAD SCANNED COPY OF the following information and documents with their bids, in addition to the qualification criteria / qualification

information, (All documents pertaining to the bid must be in English):

Avalid Contractor/Firm Registration Certificate issued by a competent authority in accordance with the Contractor Registration Act dully registered on JKPWDOMS

Treasury Challan/Earnest money
Valid GSTIN Registration & PAN Card

Valid Latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of last quarter or latest month, whichever is applicable. i.e. (XXX-XXX 2024 or XXX-2024).
The bidder must make sure to upload scanned copies of all required documents, including the tender documents fee, along with the technical bid. No

upon request in the event of any clarification.
Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option

The tender / bid is liable to rejectionif it does not fulfill the requirements as laid down in NIT.

EE/PMGSY/Bpr/1260-67
DATED :-28-12-2024

document(s) will be accepted that haven’t been uploaded on tendering portal. However, the bidders will be required to provide original documents in support of the soft

-Sd-
Executive--Engineer
PMGSY Division Bandipora
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Heavy Snowfall Disrupts
Smart City Bus Services,
Commuters Suffer

Agencies

Srinagar: Heavy snowfall
in Kashmir Valley, particu-
larly in Srinagar, disrupted
the operations of Smart
City buses as the services
were suspended for the en-
tire day. Partial operations
resumed in the evening for
some buses.

Our news reporter re-
ceived several calls from
various parts of Srinagar
city and its outskirts, with
residents expressing frus-
tration and anger over the
suspension of Smart City
bus services.

A commuter at Lal
Chowk said, “We rely on
these Smart City buses for
our daily commute. I had
an emergency today, but I
was left stranded as these
buses were missing from
the roads.”

“This isn’t the first time
snowfall has disrupted pub-
lic transport. They advertise
these buses as a modern so-
lution, but what’s the point
if they can’t function during
bad weather?” said another
resident at Lal Chowk.

A tea stall owner in
the city said, “People were
forced to take cabs or walk
long distances in freezing
weather. If the government
is investing in such proj-
ects, they should ensure
that they are operational in
all conditions.”

A student from IGNOU
expressed his disappoint-
ment, saying he had an
exam and depended on the
Smart City buses for trans-
portation. “I waited for
hours and eventually had
to walk all the way to my
exam center. This is unac-
ceptable,” he said.

When contacted, offi-
cials from Srinagar Smart
City Limited (SSCL) said
that the bus services were
disrupted due to snowfall
during the night, which
led to a power outage at the
Pantha Chowk charging
station, preventing buses
from being charged.

The official added that
the situation improved in
the evening, allowing for
partial resumption of bus
services. “If the electric-
ity supply remains stable
throughout the night, the
buses will be fully charged
and operational in the city
and its outskirts tomor-
row,” he said.

Speaking about the
charging system, the offi-
cial said, “It takes nearly
three hours to fully charge
a bus, providing a backup
of 100 kilometers. The
buses charge on 11,000 kV
lines overnight. We are op-
timistic that services will
be fully restored tomorrow
if power supply issues are
resolved.”—(KNO)

loss.

INF

Office of the Principal

S. P COLLEGE, SRINAGAR

The Principal, staff, and students of this |
college place on record their grief and sorrow
on the passing away of Professor (Dr) Nazir
Ahmad Gilkar, former Principal of this college.

A condolence meeting was held in the
college on December 26, 2024, to offer Fateha
for the departed souls. The members also
prayed to the Almighty to bestow courage on
the bereaved families to bear this irreparable

Prof . (Dr) Mohammad Farooq Mir

Sd/=

Principal

Inthe case of:

1. FarooqAhmad Malik

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT LEGAL

| SERVICES AUTHORITY SRINAGAR
Dated: 21.11.2024
Present: Ms. Nusrat Ali Hakak

The J&K Bank Ltd B/u: Zaina Kadal Srinagar
Through Attorney Holder Javeed Ahmad Sheera

Vis
Slo: Ghulam Ahmad Malik
R/o: Haien Trehgam Kupwara-193224
At Present: Gurgadi Mohalla Zaina Kadal Srinagar-190002

In the matter of Substitute service

..... Applicant

Borrower/ Non-Applicant

through Publication / Advertisement

address.

in ordinary mode.

Whereas, applicant Bank has filed application before this
authority in terms of Section 12-A of Act and Commercial Courts.
Whereas, notice was issued against non-applicant but
services could not be effective due to insufficient / incomplete

Whereas, it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
undersigned that service of non-applicant could not be effective

Therefore,the non-applicant through the medium of this

notice are directed to appear in person or their attorney by or
before the next date of hearing i.e. 03.02.2025

AB District Legal Services Authority Srinagar

Sd/-
Secretary (Sub Judge)

KASHMIR OBSERVER

Srinagar
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29-12-2024

Srinagar Post-Snowfall
Snow Clearance Issues Stall City Traffic,
SMC Claims Major Roads Cleared

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: Srinagar city was
left immobilized on Saturday
morning as the Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation failed to
clear snow from the lanes fol-
lowing overnight snowfall.
Residents woke up to find ma-
jor thoroughfares and interior
roads blanketed with snow,
disrupting daily life and halt-
ing vehicular movement across
the city.

Key areas, including Raj
Bagh, Solina, LD Road, Meh-
joor Nagar, Wazir Bagh, and
Jawahar Nagar, remained in-
accessible as snow clearance
efforts lagged, leaving even up-
scale neighborhoods stranded.
Interior roads in localities like
Rambagh were similarly im-
passable, forcing residents to
remain indoors.

A local resident from Ram-
bagh expressed frustration,
stating that vehicles were un-
able to ply due to the absence
of timely snow removal. Gulzar
Hammad, a shopkeeper in Soli-
na, lamented, “It’s frustrating
to see the authorities unpre-
pared. We’re used to snow here,
but this negligence has brought
the city to a standstill.”

Sajad Hussain, a commuter
stranded near Mehjoor Nagar,
shared his ordeal: “I had an
urgent appointment, but I've
been stuck here for hours. This

situation is unacceptable and
highlights the administration’s
failure to act promptly.”

“Snow used to be cleared
from the roads shortly after
Fajar prayers, but this time
even after the sunrise, no snow
clearance operation was seen,”
wrote a netizen on social media.

Officials from SMC said
snow clearance machines,
manpower and dewatering
pumps were made operational
in Srinagar city, while locals
from many places in Srinagar
said their lanes and bylanes
have still not been cleared.

Officials from the SMC said
they have been working since
last night and are still on the
ground clearing the city's roads.
They said the major roads of the
city are cleared, and their prior-
ity remains hospitals and other
important roads.

“43 snow tractors, two Bob-
Cats (a small type of JCB used
for snow clearance), 127 dewater-
ing pumps, and six big JCBs are
operational in the city for snow
clearance operations,” an offi-
cial said, adding that about 2,200
workers are engaged in cleaning
the city’s lanes and bylanes.

However, many locals
claimed that snow had not been
cleared from their lanes and
bylanes. “The snowfall has not
been cleaned from our area,
and the SMC officers have not
arrived yet,” said Sahil, a local

from Habba Kadal, Srinagar.

Meanwhile, according to
an official statement, Dr Owais
Ahmed, accompanied by senior
officials of the corporation, con-
ducted thorough inspections
across several areas on Satur-
day to assess the ongoing snow
clearance and dewatering op-
erations following the snowfall.

During his visits, the SMC
Commissioner toured areas
such as CBD Lal Chowk, SMHS
Hospital, and government hous-
ing colonies in Balgarden, Ka-
ranagar, Sanat Nagar, Chana-
pora and the Leprosy Hospital in
Bahrar Lal Bazar, along with de-
watering stations, the statement
said, adding that he engaged
with on-site officers and super-
visors to evaluate the progress
of these operations and identify
any challenges faced.

Dr Owais interacted with
locals and gathered valuable
insights into the effectiveness
of the snow clearance and de-
watering efforts. He gave on-
the-spot directions for prompt
snow removal and effective
dewatering to safeguard public
safety, facilitate transporta-
tion, and minimize disruptions
to essential services, the SMC
said, adding that the Commis-
sioner appreciated the hard
work of the corporation's front-
line workers, who play a cru-
cial role in these operations—
(with inputs from KNT, KNO)

DC Tours City Areas To Oversee Snow Clearance Measures

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In order to assess the
ground situation in wake of snowfall
in the District, the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat today morning toured
various areas of the Srinagar City to
inspect snow-clearance operations
and take first hand appraisal about
functioning of essential supplies.

The DC visited various areas of
the City including Lal Chowk, Ghan-
ta Ghar, Residency Road, Polo-view,
Rajbagh, Jawahar Nagar, Gugjibagh,
Rambagh, Burzulla, Hyderpora, Be-
mina and other adjoining areas and

took stock of the ongoing snow clear-
ance measures.

During the tour, the DC took on-
site inspection of the ongoing snow
clearance measures and stressed
the Officers and officials to ensure
that snow is cleared from all main
roads to pave ways for smooth ve-
hicular movement, particularly of
ambulances ferrying patients. He
also stressed on prioritizing snow
clearance on roads leading to im-
portant installations including hos-
pitals ensuring unhindered access
for medical emergencies, as well as
facilitating the smooth flow of essen-
tial services amidst the challenging

weather conditions.

The DC also laid emphasis on
snow clearance from inner lanes
and by-lanes to make sure people
do not face any inconvenience. He
underscored the importance of
making other necessary facilities
available to residents to minimize
the impact of severe weather events
on the people.

The DC also stressed on en-
suring free Ambulance movement
enroute all City Hospitals and em-
phasised on snow clearance from
remote Srinagar areas like Harwan,
Dara, Fakir Gujri, Khanmoh, Bal-
hama, Soiteng, Panzinara, etc.

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

=

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

. Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Closed )
m- Mughal Road - (Closed)
g Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

* PRAYERS
FAJR  6:07

HIJRI ZUHR  12:32
CALENDAR | AsR 3:51
26 Jumadaal-Sani | Magrib  5:33
1446 ISHA  6:58

This Day In History

1170 - Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury
is assassinated inside Canterbury Cathedral by
followers of King Henry II; subsequently martryed.
1503 - Battle of Garigliano: Spanish army under
General Cordoba defeats French forces

1539 - St Jacob's Church burns after being hit by
lightning

1541 = Isabella of Poland and King Ferdinand of
Austria sign Treaty of Gyalu

1558 = Charles V, King of Spain and Holy Roman
Emperor, buried in El Escorial, San Lorenzo de El
Escorial, Spain

1653 - Dutch painter Jan Vermeer becomes a
member of the Guild of Saint Luke for painters in
Delft

1705 - Prosper Jolyot's "Idomenée," premieres in
Paris

1708 - Great Alliance occupies Gent.

1778 - British troops occupy Savannah, Georgia.
1786 - French Revolution: The Assembly of Notables
is convoked

1806 - Thomas Dibdin's pantomime "Harlequin
and Mother Goose" starring Joseph Grimaldi, in
his most famous clown performance, opens at the
Covent Garden Theatre, London

1812 - The USS Constitution under the command of
Captain William Bainbridge, captures the HMS Java
off the coast of Brazil after a three hour battle.
1837- Steam-powered threshing machine patented,
Winthrop, Maine.

1860 -The first British seagoing iron-clad warship,
HMS Warrior is launched.

1862 - Battle of Chichasaw Bayou: confederate
armies defeat General William T. Sherman.

1862 - Bowling ball invented.

1891 - Edison patents “transmission of signals
electrically” (radio).

1900 - General Viljoen surprise attack British
garrison to Helvetia

1903 - French Equatorial Africa separates into
Gabon, Chad and Ubangi-Shari

1908 - Patent granted for a 4-wheel automobile
brake, Clintonville, Wisconsin
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Website: kupwara.nic.in

(Government of Jammu and Kashmir)
Office of the Deputy Commissioner/District Magistrate
District Dev. Commissioner Kupwara

ORDER

email: dckup-jk@nic.in
ph. no: 01955-253335

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Principal
Govt Higher Secondary School Munadguffan

Yaripora Kulgam pin: 192232 email: principal-hssmunad@Jk.gov.in

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE

NC Closes Ranks In Fear
Of Gul Shahs Raid

Farooq, Party Brass Hold Lengthy Meetings

Observer News Service

sary, the Awami National Conference led by G. M. Shah in Sri-

nagar has sent alarm bells ringing in the ruling party with the

NC president, Farooq Abdullah other top functionaries in the
party for a meeting to review the political situation in the state.

The NC President, Faroog Abdullah this afternoon held a detailed
discussion with his senior party colleagues at his private office to take
stock of the political situation in the state. The meeting, sources said,
went into the evening hours also.

The meeting assumes significance in the wake of open threat by
CM's brother-in-law, G. M. Shah that he would go all out in removing

Jammu- The recent convention by -National Conference adver-

Farooq Abdullah from the seat of the power in the state,

Sources said that there are fears among the NC top brass that Shah
like in 1984 may engineer defections in the ruling party as there was grow-
ing dissension among some of the ministers. They are reportedly unhappy
over Dr. Farooq Abdullah's move of cutting them to size in the last reshuf-
fle. They include Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Shah and Abdul Rahim Rather.

The Chief Minister, sources said, who is under tremendous pres-
sure to drop at least six ministers for their reported poor performance
has dropped the idea of a fresh cabinet re-shuffle in view of the latest
threat by G. M. Shah. The CM had earlier made-up his mind in con-
sultation with his senior colleagues to drop some ministers, including
Ifthikar Hussain Ansari for his alleged tax-evasion, Bashir Ahmad
Kitchloo for his son's alleged involvement in timber-smuggling and Ajat
Shatru for his reported illegal construction in green belt.

"Nothing will be done that annoys anyone in the party for the time
being," a source, close to those who attended the meeting this evening
said. The meeting also discussed possible changes in the state adminis-
tration on large scale.

The police is also to witness large scale reshuffle by the state cabinet.
The changes will affect almost all the senior police officers of the rank of
IGPs in the state, besides shifting of all the district police chiefs. Three
IGPs, sources said are being promoted as additional director generals of
police, while three senior officers are being sent to Centre on deputation.

Auction notice is hereby invited to all the bidders/concerned dealers/General Public to attend this
office on 1st of January 2025 for the sale/auction of the unserviceable items like furniture(wooden
Desks/ wooden & Plastic chairs)/tin lockers/trunks/computer monitors/UPS/CPUs etc for which the
complete list can be seen on the spot.

The auction will be conducted at 11:00 am on the aforesaid date on the following terms and condi-
tions in the office of the undersigned.

1. The auction will be held and the highest bidder in whose favour the bid is closed should required to
deposit the full amount on the spot.

2. The materials should be lifted within 05 days from the date of acceptance of bid.

3. Other terms and conditions if any shall be announced on spot at the time of bid.

4, The auction committee members have reserved theright to accept or reject any bid without assign-
ing any reasons thereto.

Inorder to ensure timely disposal of grievances of the general public arising out of harsh
winter season/heavy snowfall, Mr Mohammad Rouf Rehman, JKAS Addl. Deputy Com-
missioner, Kupwara (Cell No.9419040800) is hereby designated as Nodal Officer, for
effective functioning of Joint District Control Room, 24X7 Kupwara for timely disposal
of the grievances and exigencies of the general public in the District.

All the line/ essential Departments shall keep close liaison with the

Nodal Officer and ensure timely disposal of the grievances of the general public being
received by the District/ Sub Divisional Control Rooms and their respective established
Control Rooms. Further, all the concerned Officers of these line departments shall fur-
nish their action taken report to the Nodal Officer on weekly basis.

No: HSSMG /412 /2024
DIPK-10135/24
Dated: 28/12/2024

DIPK-10142/24
DATED: 28-12-2024

No. DCK/PS/2024/14/3288/3305 Sp/-

Deputy Commissioner Kupwara Principal HSS Munadguffan

(Kashmir Observer, 29 December, 1998)
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Trading Paradise For Progress?

Burhan Uz Zaman

Once completed,
these projects could
trigger a construction
boom along the
tracks, particularly
near stations. Think
commercial and
residential buildings
stretching over a
kilometer on both
sides, adding to the
already alarming
rate of unregulated
constructionin the
Valley

ccording to the department of tourism, over

20 million tourists visited Jammu and Kash-

mir this year—a record-breaking figure and

the highest ever. The numbers are impres-
sive, especially considering the region’s decades of
turmoil. These figures could have been even higher
if not for the continuous unrest over the last three de-
cades, as the region lies in a conflict zone.

Kashmir’s natural beauty, the very foundation
of its tourism, is under threat. Unplanned and ille-
gal constructions, particularly in scenic spots like
Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and Sonmarg, are slowly eating
the Valley’s charm. According to a recent survey, il-
legal constructions in these areas have increased by
nearly 20% over the past five years, indicating a seri-
ous challenge to sustainable tourism. If restrictions
are not imposed, we risk losing what makes Kashmir
special, both for locals and visitors.

Now, the issue isn’t just about the loss of scenic
beauty—it’s about livelihoods too. Most of the Val-
ley’s population relies on apple orchards and paddy
fields, which are now at risk due to proposed railway
projects. These include the Awantipora-Shopian,
Anantnag-Pahalgam, Baramulla-Uri, and Sopore-
Kupwara lines.

Does Kashmir Really Need
These Railway Lines?

Railway connectivity is often used for long dis-
tances, like the Banihal-Baramulla railway line,
Kashmir’s first and oldest railway line, which now
connects Jammu to the Valley.

This line divides the valley almost in two equal
parts and spans nearly 200 kilometers. The authori-
ties have announced that trains will now run directly
from Delhi by next year. Projects like the Chenab
Bridge on this line are truly an engineering mile-
stone in the history of Indian Railways, it is apprecia-
ble and making it a truly people-centric project. How-
ever, the same cannot be said for the new proposals.

If we consider routes like Bijbehara to Shopian
or Anantnag to Pahalgam, the distances are barely
30-40 kilometers. What is the purpose of constructing
railway projects for such short distances, especially
when it endangers people’s livelihoods and natural
heritage? Neither are these projects demanded by the
people, as seen in the widespread resistance against
them. Although there are claims that these projects
will boost tourism in J&K, but the question remains:
at what price? Can tourism flourish without the sce-
nic beauty and clean environment that are being
compromised with each passing day?

The Banihal-Baramulla railway line serves a le-
gitimate need and benefits the masses. Plans to double
this line make sense, as it will ease train movement
without further need for additional land acquisition
as the required land was already acquired during
the proposal and construction of the first one. But
projects like the Anantnag-Pahalgam and Awantipo-
raShopian lines raise questions about their necessity,
given the limited distances involved and the already
good road connectivity in these areas.

The Shrinking Land Crisis

There is already minimal land available in Jam-
mu and Kashmir for agriculture and horticulture.
This land is shrinking rapidly due to unregulated de-
velopment projects and infrastructure. Experts warn
that at the current rate of shrinkage, it will lead to
food insecurity and economic instability.

These projects themselves violate the ‘Land Use

L

Policy of India’, which suggests sustainable develop-
ment that ensures the optimal use of land resources.
The policy aims to conserve and protect sensitive
ecosystems like forests and wetlands, promote eco
friendly practices, and secure food security by pro-
tecting agricultural land. As per the policy, the gov-
ernment should follow a consultative and partici-
patory approach when acquiring agricultural and
cultivated land for such projects. So, the authorities
should engage in discussions with landowners and lo-
cal communities to understand their needs, concerns
and alternatives.

As per 2016 data, the average landholding size in
Jammu and Kashmir is only 0.33 hectares, far below
states like Arunachal Pradesh (5.82 ha), Punjab (3.62
ha), Haryana (2.22 ha), and Rajasthan (1.73 ha). This
highlights the precarious situation of land availabil-
ity in the region. Shrinking agricultural land in a
place with such low landholding sizes could devas-
tate livelihoods.

The Economic Backbone at Risk

According to the Department of Horticulture,
Jammu and Kashmir accounts for 75% of India’s
apple production, contributing significantly to the
region’s economy. Losing even a fraction of this in-
dustry would be devastating. Let’s not forget that the
apple industry is the backbone of Jammu and Kash-
mir’s economy. Experts warn that these projects
could deal a severe blow to this crucial sector, one
that supports thousands of families. Tourism pales in
comparison when considering the economic impor-
tance of agriculture and horticulture.

Unplanned Progress and Environmental
Concerns

We’ve all seen what unplanned development can
do. Look at Delhi’s choking air quality— an example
of how progress without planning can backfire. The
World Health Organization recently reported that
South Asia has some of the most polluted cities in
the world, and if such trends continue, Kashmir too
could face severe environmental degradation. For
example, the Anantnag-Pahalgam railway project
could severely degrade the environment and threaten
natural heritage. Pahalgam, famous worldwide for its

scenic beauty, is at risk of losing its pristine charm.

Although road connectivity is good enough for
these places, widening existing roads would be a vi-
able alternative, with a much smaller environmental
impact compared to these railway projects.

Public Resistance and Concerns

For almost a year, dozens of videos have circu-
lated on social media where people demand that
their voices be heard. Protests, especially by farmers,
have erupted against these projects. Their message is
clear: they are not against development but against
the price they’re being asked to pay.

The Urbanization Threat

And it’s not just about the railway lines them-
selves. Once completed, these projects could trigger
a construction boom along the tracks, particularly
near stations. Think commercial and residential
buildings stretching over a kilometer on both sides,
adding to the already alarming rate of unregulated
construction in the Valley. According to official data,
urbanization in Kashmir has already grown by 12%
in the past decade, raising concerns about overbur-
dened infrastructure and ecological imbalance.

The Way Forward

Progress is essential—we all agree on that. But it
must not come at the cost of people’s livelihood and
natural heritage. Globally, alarm bells are ringing.
The world is at a tipping point, with climate change
and overdevelopment threatening fragile ecosys-
tems. Can Kashmir afford to lose its paradise in the
name of progress? The administration should rethink
these projects and find a way to strike a balance, en-
suring that development benefits the people without
harming what makes Kashmir unique.

Kashmir deserves better, and so do its people.
Let’s not trade paradise for progress.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s own
and do not necessarily represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer

The author can be reached out for feedback at
burhanwani268@gmail.com

On Dr Manmohan Singh

He Will Be Remembered Not Just
Kindly But With Gratitude By History

Arvind Mayaram

r Manmohan Singh will be re-

membered not kindly but with

gratitude by history. In July

2012, I was appointed as sec-
retary in the Department of Economic
Affairs by the Government. Prime min-
ister Singh was also holding the charge
of the finance ministry that time after
Pranab Mukherjee had been elected In-
dia’s President.

However by the time I joined as sec-
retary, P. Chidambaram was the finance
minister and I did not get to directly
work under Manmohan Singh. But dur-
ing the 2012-14 period, the Indian econo-
my was in the throes of multiple crises
and we had to regularly present our
strategies before the PM. I was fortunate
enough to watch him closely as he guid-
ed the government quietly but steadily.

A man a few words, Dr Singh was a
great listener. He was a globally recog-
nised economist and architect of India’s
economic reforms of 1990s, but he never
cut any of us short when we were mak-
ing a presentation. Even if our opinions
were contrarian to his point of view,
he contradicted us gently, often with a
smile. He was clear and precise in his
directions, but always delivered them as
a suggestion.

Even though we struggled with is-
sues like runaway inflation, burgeon-

ing fiscal deficit and toxic current ac-
count deficit against serious odds, he
provided much needed encouragement
and support.

When in mid 2013, the Rupee tanked
from 59 to a dollar to 68.8, there was a
near panic. When nothing was work-
ing we suggested that to correct market
sentiments a new “NRI Bond” should be
floated along with a few other measures.
There was a serious pushback from the
RBI. Most economists within the govern-
ment were also opposed to it. As FM Chi-
dambaram put his faith in our sugges-
tion, we briefed Dr Singh, who concurred
and subsequently, the RBI launched the
scheme. The rest is history. Within a
quarter, we could bring in around US$ 35
billion, reversing the flow of dollars from
the country and pulling the Rupee back
to around 60 to a dollar.

From growth strategies to FDI re-
forms, Dr Singh was always support-
ive. The list of reforms that he presided
over is very long and impressive. Very
few would remember that GDP growth,
which averaged 7.7% during Dr Singh’s
10 year stewardship of the government
was unprecedented. When it slumped
to 5.1% in 2012-13, the finance ministry
under FM Chidambaram took some ex-
traordinary measures.

Within an year, the economy had
turned around. The economy recorded a
growth rate of 6.9% in 2013-14 providing
the then new government a solid founda-

tion for consolidating and accelerating
growth. There was not a single strategy
followed by us during that period which
did not benefit from Dr Singh’s oversight.

Dr Singh is remembered as the ar-
chitect of economic reforms of 1991,
which created a higher growth trajec-
tory for the economy. But we must not
forget the second economic revolution
ushered in by him during his ten year
rule, which was of an even greater mag-
nitude. UNDP and Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative (OPHI)
released the Global Multidimensional
Poverty and Human Development Index
in 2018. According to the report, the in-
cidence of multidimensional poverty

almost halved between 2005-06 and 2015-
16 (most of this period under Dr Singh’s
rule), from 54.7% of the population to
27.5% of the population.

Sabina Alkire of OPHI, who led the
study, said: “India remains the country
that has the largest reduction in the num-
ber of poor, with over 270 million persons
leaving poverty.” In fact, getting such a
large number of people out of poverty in
such a short time created a huge demand
side push and consequently a crisis of ex-
pectations which the government could
not contain, and collapsed under its
weight in the 2014 elections.

On a personal note, I remember two
one to one meetings the most. The first

was aboard the PM’s special plane which
was carrying him and the Indian delega-
tion to St. Petersburg to participate in
the G20 Summit in 2013. PM Singh called
me aside for a briefing on the issues that
we were to raise and then spoke over a
range of issues afflicting the economy,
in the larger global context.

I learnt a lot from his overarching
framework of understanding of geo-pol-
itics and India’s position in it in terms of
its economic prowess. The second meet-
ing was soon after I had retired from ser-
vice in October 2015. I wanted to express
my gratitude for the trust he had placed
in me during a very critical period by
appointing me as the finance secretary.
Dr Sigh received me with great affection
and talked to me about my career and
how I felt about being in the IAS at the
end of a long service period. As I rose to
leave, he gently put his hand on mine
and said, “I have watched you from a
distance during these last few years and
I have no hesitation in saying that you
have discharged yourself with distinc-
tion.” I couldn’t have asked for a greater
affirmation from what I received from
this great statesman on that day.

Views expressed in the article are

the author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of Kashmir
Observer. The article was originally
published by Financial Express
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Dr Haamid Bashir

3jj and Umrah are not
Hmerely rituals but pro-

found spiritual journeys
designed to bring Muslims closer
to Allah. These acts of worship
are intended to purify the soul,
strengthen faith, and instill hu-
mility. However, in recent years,
the essence of these pilgrimages
has been overshadowed by the
growing preference for luxury
and comfort in holy Makkah/
Medina cities. Many pilgrims
opt for premium packages, five-
star accommodations, and lav-
ish services, often prioritizing
material comfort over the spiri-
tual essence of these sacred acts.
This trend reflects a shift in focus
from the simplicity and austerity
that are central to Islamic teach-
ings toward a more commercial-
ized and materialistic approach
to worship. Traditionally, Hajj
and Umrah were opportunities
to disconnect from worldly de-
sires, embrace humility, and re-
flect on one's relationship with
the Creator. Pilgrims would en-
dure hardships as a reminder of
the sacrifices made by Prophet
Ibrahim (AS) and his family. To-
day, the emphasis on luxury de-
tracts from the spiritual essence
of these acts of worship.

Commercialization of Holy
Pilgrimage

The rise of premium packages
and luxury services in Hajj and
Umrah has turned these sacred
journeys into lucrative industries.
Tour operators compete to offer
extravagant packages, including
stays in five-star hotels near the
Haram, private transportation,
gourmet dining, and personal-
ized services. While these ame-
nities provide convenience, they
often create a divide between
wealthy pilgrims and those who
undertake the journey with lim-
ited resources. This commer-
cialization has transformed Hajj

Today's Umrah and Hayjj
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OPTING FOR LUXURY DURING PILGRIMAGE CONTRADICTS
THESE PRINCIPLES AND RAISES ETHICAL CONCERNS. It creates
an environment where social status becomes apparent, detracting

from the sense of unity and equality that Hajj and Umrah aim to foster

and Umrah into experiences that
cater more to comfort and status
than spiritual enrichment.

Loss of Spiritual Focus
One of the most significant
consequences of this shift is the

loss of spiritual focus. Pilgrims
staying in opulent hotels may
find themselves engrossed in

The Loss of Spirituality in

-

comfort, socializing, or sightsee-
ing, leaving little room for intro-
spection and prayer. The simplic-
ity and humility that define the
pilgrimage are overshadowed by
indulgence and a desire to show-
case affluence. This focus on
luxury undermines the core pur-
pose of Hajj and Umrah: to seek
Allah's forgiveness, strengthen
faith, and develop a sense of

equality and unity among Mus-
lims.

The Ethical Implications

Islam emphasizes modesty
and discourages extravagance.
The Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
himself performed Hajj and
Umrah in a state of simplicity,
teaching Muslims the value of
humility and detachment from
worldly possessions. Opting for
luxury during pilgrimage contra-
dicts these principles and raises
ethical concerns. It creates an
environment where social sta-
tus becomes apparent, detract-
ing from the sense of unity and
equality that Hajj and Umrah aim
to foster.

Reviving the Spiritual Essence

To address this issue, it is cru-
cial to encourage pilgrims to pri-
oritize the spiritual objectives of
Hajj and Umrah over material
comfort. Educational programs
and awareness campaigns can
emphasize the importance of
simplicity, humility, and intro-
spection. Religious scholars and
Haj/Umrah guides can play a
vital role in promoting the true
essence of these sacred journeys,
guiding pilgrims to focus on wor-
ship and self-purification.

In conclusion, the increasing
preference for luxury and com-
fort in Hajj and Umrah reflects
a broader trend of materialism
and spiritual neglect in modern
society. By reconnecting with the
core values of these sacred acts,
Muslims can ensure that their
pilgrimages to Makkah/Medina
remain profound spiritual expe-
riences rather than mere indul-
gent trips.

Views expressed in the article
are the author’s own and do
not necessarily represent the
editorial stance of Kashmir
Observer

The author is a research scholar

Kashmir Kandur’s Bread is Now Costlier

Ikkz Ikbal

andar Choet, the iconic
I(I(ashmiri roti baked in tra-

ditional tandoors by kan-
dars (local bakers), is more than
just a staple in Kashmiri house-
holds; it is a cultural emblem.
However, recent hikes in the price
of this beloved bread have stirred
public concern, as they reflect the
broader inflation affecting essen-
tial goods in the region.

The Rising Costs of a Staple

For decades, Kandar Choet has

been an affordable and nutri-
tious option for Kashmiri fami-
lies. Priced reasonably, it was a
breakfast staple. Yet, the recent
price surge, with a single roti now
costing significantly double than
before, has caused frustration
among consumers. The primary
reasons sighted by roti makers to
this price hike include:

1. Increased Cost of Ingredi-
ents: The prices of wheat
flour, oil, and other essentials
have surged due to inflation.

2. Rising Fuel Prices: With
higher costs of firewood and
other fuels required for tan-
doors, kandars are left with
no choice but to pass on these
expenses to consumers.

3. Transportation Costs: The
transportation of raw materi-
als, especially to remote ar-
eas of Kashmir, has become
costlier due to increasing fuel
prices.

Inflation Beyond Kandar Choet

The price hike in Kandar Choet
is only one facet of the inflation-
ary wave sweeping across the
region. Essential goods, includ-
ing vegetables, dairy, and meat,
have seen unprecedented price
increases. For instance:

Common vegetables for daily
use have witnessed price spikes
of over 30% in recent years.

Milk and dairy products, inte-
gral to Kashmiri households, have
also become more expensive due
to rising fodder costs and supply
chain issues.

Lamb, meat and chicken, staples
for special occasions, are now un-
affordable for many middle-class
families.

Rasif4a

‘ The price hikein
Kandar Choet is

only one facet of
theinflationary
wave sweeping
across the
region. Essential
goods, including
vegetables,
dairy, and meat,
have seen
unprecedented
price increases

The Hype Around Kandar Choet
Prices

The hike in Kandar Choet prices
has sparked debates across social
media platforms, with memes,
videos, and discussions highlight-
ing the financial strain on house-
holds. This hype underscores the
symbolic value of Kandar Choet
in Kashmiri culture—it is not just
food; it is a representation of tra-
dition and identity.

The inflation in essential goods
has put immense pressure on
the average family in Jammu and
Kashmir. Many households now
have to make tough choices, cut-
ting back on certain items to man-
age expenses. The rise in food
prices is also impacting the dietary
habits of people, forcing some to
turn to less nutritious alternatives.

Way Forward
While inflation is a global phe-

nomenon, localized measures can

help mitigate its effects in Kash-

mir:

1. Subsidies on Essentials: Gov-
ernment intervention to sub-
sidize essential commodities
can provide relief to strug-
gling families.

2. Support for Kandars: Provid-
ing financial aid or subsidies
on fuel and raw materials for
kandars could stabilize Kan-
dar Choet prices.

3. Efficient Supply Chains:
Streamlining transportation
and distribution networks
can reduce the costs of goods
reaching markets.

4. Awareness and Cooperation:
Consumers and producers
must work together to en-
sure fair pricing and minimize
wastage.

Conclusion

The hike in Kandar Choet prices
is a microcosm of the larger infla-
tionary trends impacting Kash-
mir. While the hype surrounding
it may seem exaggerated, it high-
lights the frustration and concern
of people grappling with rising
costs of living. Addressing these
challenges requires collective ef-
fort and targeted policies to en-
sure economic stability and the
preservation of cultural staples
like Kandar Choet.

The authoris a PGin
Biotechnology and is
Administrator Maryam
Memorial Institute Pandithpora
Qaziabad. He tweets @IkkzIkbal

Make Mosques Welcoming and Warm for Young

Mudasir Ali

enerally, a mosque is
Ga place where Mus-

lims worship Allah.
This place is highly revered
and honoured by Muslims.
All the sacred places in Is-
lam across the world have
their own importance and
position and are dedicated
to serving the true sanctity
of faith and religious val-
ues.To become a Muslim,
one has to bear witness
(Kalima Shahada), which
is the first and foremost
pillar of Islam. A Muslim
is also required to pray
five times a day, which is
the second fundamental
pillar of Islam. It is obliga-
tory for every Muslim man
to pray in a mosque. Islam
and faith are the two most
important and precious
aspects that a practicing
Muslim must understand.
It is prohibited in Islam
for a Muslim to neglect
communal prayers at
home when it is manda-
tory to pray in a mosque,
particularly the obliga-
tory prayers.The Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) emphasized
to parents the importance
of encouraging their chil-
dren to pray when they
are seven years old. When
they attain the age of ten,
it becomes obligatory for
them to pray in a mosque.
Parents have the right to
reprimand their children
for neglecting prayers. A
parent is the best guide
for their child and can set
their son or daughter on
the right track, provided
they themselves are fol-
lowing the command-
ments of Islam faithfully.
Islam is undoubtedly a
complete way of life. There
is not a single aspect of
life that Islam leaves un-
noticed. It is a complete
and perfect religion for its
true believers. Amid the
captivating illusions of

modernity, every human
being claims to be rational
and intellectual. However,
the true beauty lies in in-
tegrity and wisdom, which
every human being should
strive to possess. Unfor-
tunately, we are deprived
of moral values and fail to
adopt positive ways, even
when there is a dire need
to contribute within the
purview of Islam. Lack-
ing practical approaches
to solving problems dis-
tances us from our main
goals. Often, we prefer ig-
norance over rationality,
which lowers our morale
and hinders our ability to
find solutions. Prayer is
the second most important
pillar of Islam, and most
of the time, we perform
this religious practice in
mosques. Small children
are rarely seen in mosques.
A mosque is not restricted
to adults; children, too,
can come and pray with
us. While standing for
Takbeer Allahu Akbar to
offer obligatory prayers,
it would be wise to adjust
children properly in the
prayer rows, keeping one
child between two elders.
This will help keep them
calm and prevent them
from laughing or disturb-
ing others during prayer.
Discipline in mosques is
of utmost importance, and
everyone should follow it

T

in letter and spirit.

Children often laugh
and run in mosques, as
they are immature and
unaware of the sanctity
of the place. As Muslims,
it is our religious duty to
teach them the basics of
Islam and the importance
of the mosque. This will
gradually develop their
positive attitude toward
righteous practices. Mus-
lims should be humble and
polite when dealing with
children.  Unfortunately,
we sometimes hear harsh
words from elders directed
at children in mosques.
How beautiful it would be
to teach children to pray!
A good Muslim never hurts
children; rather, they love
and guide them. One who
has a kind heart and gentle
words can positively influ-
ence others through their
actions. Indeed, children
are innocent and lack an
understanding of disci-
pline. Scolding them or
glaring at them angrily in
mosques is inappropriate
and unkind. How beauti-
ful it looks when children
prostrate before Allah! We
should encourage children
in mosques rather than
humiliating them. Yes, it
is true that mosques must
remain clean and pure for
worshippers.

However, children need
to be taught politely by el-

ders to remain silent in the
mosque. With time, they
will naturally learn good
practices, such as how to
sit and remain calm in the
mosque, and how to pray
with others. Scolding chil-
dren angrily in mosques
is not a good way to teach
them. One must be very
kind to them, as kindness
brings a charming smile to
their faces.

Let's not be too harsh,
as it might scare children
away from mosques. Keep
their spirits high with pos-
itive gestures. These chil-
dren are our future assets,
and tomorrow they will be
the beacons of light for the
next generation. We can-
not restrict children from
entering mosques to pray.
It is high time we teach
and motivate them.

Through kindness and
guidance, we must create
welcoming environments
in mosques where chil-
dren can learn the values
oflslam, embrace commu-
nal worship and grow into
responsible future leaders
of the faith. May Allah ac-
cept all our good deeds
and bring peace across the
world. Aameen!

The author is a writer
and can be reached at

ahangermudasirg11@
gmail.com
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DHSK ensures uninterru

Around 24k
people attended
to in OPDs across
Kashmir today

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 28: The
Directorate of Health Services
Kashmir (DHSK) demonstrated
its commitment to providing
uninterrupted healthcare ser-
vices to patients despite harsh
winter conditions.

The healthcare institutions
across the division provided seam-
less services with over 23,782
patients were attended to in
Outpatient Departments (OPDs),

while 1,019 admissions were re-
corded. In terms of surgeries, 40
major and 313 minor procedures
were successfully conducted.
Maternal health services also
remained uninterrupted, with
37 normal deliveries and 39
lower-segment caesarean sec-
tions (LSCS) performed. Critical
healthcare services such as
dialysis sessions and diagnos-
tic tests continued unaffected.
14,541 laboratory tests were
conducted and imaging services
like USG (852), X-ray (1,322),
ECG (1,105), and CT scans (53)
were conducted efficiently.
Furthermore, 62 patients
requiring advanced care were

referred to higher centers.
Meanwhile, Divisional-level
officers were deployed to vari-
ous districts across the Kashmir
division to assess the prepared-
ness cum arrangements of

health facilities to tackle chal-
lenges arising from inclement
weather.

Director Health  Services
Kashmir, Dr Jehangir Bakshi in
advance had instructed Chief

Medical Officers (CMOs) and
other district health adminis-
trators to coordinate with the
District Administration to en-
sure that all approach roads
leading to health facilities are
promptly cleared of snow.
Additionally, CMOs were di-
rected to guarantee the avail-
ability of all the staff as per ros-
ter, drugs and functional heating
arrangements in all healthcare
facilities so to provide uninter-
rupted services to patients.
Dedicated Control Rooms at
Divisional and District level have
been constituted for hassle free
health care services keeping the
inclement weather conditions

pted Healthcare amid winter challenges

into consideration.

Director personally monitored
and supervised various periph-
eral hospitals to take stock of
health care services and was in
continuous touch with all dis-
trict health care administrators
who too were monitoring the
health care centres falling under
their administrative control

The Directorate highlighted
several critical cases managed
successfully during the harsh
weather.

In peripheral hospitals of
District Baramulla, five myo-
cardial infarction (MI) cases
were reported during the
nights of December 27th and

28th. Despite heavy snowfall,
medical teams promptly di-
agnosed, treated, and referred
these patients to higher centres
for advanced care. The timely
and skilful interventions by
the healthcare teams under-
scored their preparedness and
dedication.

In District Kulgam, a medi-
cal team from DH Pora rescued
an 8-month pregnant woman
stranded due to snow-blocked
roads in Dangerpora Chimmer,
Khull. The team utilized a 4x4
Scorpio ambulance equipped for
snow-covered terrain to transport
the patient safely to Sub-District
Hospital DH Pora.
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Snowfall Throws

The Zojila axis along the Srinagar-
Leh highway received about 15 inches
of snow, they said. Areas in Budgam
district received 7-10 inches of snow,
while the plains in Anantnag district
recorded around 17 inches.

The upper areas of the south
Kashmir district received over two feet
of snow, the officials said.

The tourist town of Pahalgam re-
corded 18 inches of fresh snowfall.

Areas in Pulwama district recorded
10-15 inches of snow, while neigh-
bouring Kulgam received 18-25 inches
and Shopian recorded around 18 inch-
es of snowfall, the officials added.

In Bandipora district of north
Kashmir, the plains recorded four
inches of snow, while the higher
reaches, including Gurez, received 6 to
10 inches of snowfall.

Areas in Baramulla district recorded
4-9 inches of snow, while the famous
ski resort of Gulmarg received about
15 inches of snow, the officials said.

Kupwara plains received 1-2 inches
of snow, and its upper reaches record-
ed 2-3 inches.

Even though the snowfall was wel-
comed by locals and tourists, it threw
normal life out of gear.

The Jammu-Srinagar  National
Highway (NH-44) was closed for traf-
fic due to snow, the Traffic Department
officials said.

They added that clearance work was
being hampered due to heavy snowfall
at the Navyug Tunnel.

Men and machinery are on the job,
and commuters are advised to avoid
travel until the weather improves and
the road is cleared, the officials said.

While authorities launched snow
clearance operations at the respec-
tive district headquarters, most of
the main roads and roads to hospitals
were cleared of snow, but many inte-
rior roads were still blocked, the offi-
cials said.

Due to slippery conditions, motor-
ists were facing difficulties in driving,
they added.

Meanwhile, minimum tempera-
tures improved by several degrees
across the valley, the MeT Department
said.

Srinagar recorded a low of minus 1
degree Celsius on Friday night, more
than six degrees up from the previ-
ous night's low of minus 7.3 degrees
Celsius, it said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of minus 5
degrees Celsius, while Pahalgam regis-
tered a minimum temperature of mi-
nus 2.8 degrees Celsius.

Qazigund recorded a minimum
temperature of minus 0.6 degrees
Celsius, while Konibal, a hamlet in the
Pampore area, recorded minus 1.5 de-
grees Celsius.

Kupwara, in north Kashmir, record-
ed a low of minus 1.2 degrees Celsius,
while south Kashmir’s Kokernag regis-
tered minus 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Kashmir is currently under the grip
of ‘Chillai-Kalan’ -- considered the
harshest period of winter -- which be-
gan on December 21.

During the 40 days of Chillai-
Kalan, the chances of snowfall are the
highest and the temperature drops
considerably.

It ends on January 30 next year, but
the cold wave continues even after
that. The 40 days are followed by a 20-
day ‘Chillai-Khurd’ (small cold) and a
10-day ‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby cold).

MET’s ‘Inaccurate’

in the afternoon that continued
throughout the night leaving people
stranded on all the major roads.

Meteorologists and independent
weather forecasters acknowledged
gaps in prediction models, saying the
surprise snowfall was due to the re-
gion’s unique and variable weather
patterns.

Dr Mukhtar Ahmad, senior scientist
at the IMD, said they rely on global
models from Europe, the US, Japan and
others for forecasting.

“None of the models, whether
Indian or global, indicated snowfall of
this magnitude,” Dr Mukhtar Ahmad
admitted.

He said models indicated some pre-
cipitation in the Jammu and Chenab
Valley regions, but there was no signif-
icant indication of such heavy snow-
fall in south Kashmir.

“No model suggested heavy

snowfall for KMR Div even yesterday.
As per f/c,Rain was expected for plains
of JAMMU & light snow over middle
& higher reaches of Chenab valley &
South KMR & didn’t expect that much
moisture flow over South & Central
KMR,” Dr. Mukhtar wrote on X.

Sonam Lotus, a senior most official
in the Weather Department (IMD) in
an X post, said, “Yes, we underesti-
mated this #WesternDisturbance. Will
investigate what we Missed & Grow.”

The inaccurate and unpredicted
weather conditions caught travellers
and the administration off guard, lead-
ing to significant inconvenience and
safety concerns.

The heavy snowfall caused road-
blocks, particularly on high-altitude
routes like Sonamarg, Gulmarg and
Pahalgam, where tourists were unpre-
pared for the sudden weather shift.

At many places, the local villag-
ers had to unlock mosques and their
homes to provide shelter to the
stranded travellers. “At some places
babies are found in cars without milk
and other essential supplies,” as per
the social media reels and videos.

Around 2000 vehicles were strand-
ed on the vital Srinagar-Jammu
National Highway, the valley’s lifeline
due to the snow accumulation.

Similarly, the flight operations at
Srinagar International Airport were af-
fected, leaving visitors stuck without
proper accommodations.

The failure of the MeT Department
to predict the intensity of snowfall has
drawn severe criticism from both lo-
cals and tourists on social media.

The Hoteliers and travel agencies
expressed frustration, stating that
better forecasts could have allowed
for more preparation and minimized
disruption.

People took to the social media plat-
forms to express their frustration and
backlash against the MET.

Those stuck on several roads shared
their ordeals, with some posting pic-
tures of being stranded in snowbound
vehicles or makeshift shelters. Others
tagged the MET department and gov-
ernment authorities, demanding ac-
countability for the oversight.

Faizan Arif, an independent weather
forecaster, called for enhanced infra-
structure and investment in modern
meteorological technology to avoid
such forecasting errors in the future.

“Advanced meteorological infra-
structure and technology are urgently
needed in the region,” said Arif. He
said the absence of state-of-the-art
equipment limits the ability to accu-
rately predict such extreme weather
events.

Arif said this forecasting lapse high-
lights the need for better weather pre-
diction tools and enhanced prepared-
ness for extreme climatic conditions,
especially in a region as vulnerable as
Kashmir.

Meanwhile, experts have attrib-
uted this weather anomaly to La Nifia,
which often brings unpredictable
weather systems, saying increased
moisture flow from the Arabian Sea is
a contributing factor.

“This unseasonal snowfall is a bless-
ing for water resources but highlights
the urgent need for better prepared-
ness,” Dr Mukhtar said.

With weather forecasts indicating
improved weather conditions in the
coming days, independent weather
forecaster Faizan Arif said this incident
serves as a stark reminder of the re-
gion’s vulnerability to sudden weather
changes. It also underscores the press-
ing need for robust meteorological
advancements for upgrading weather
prediction infrastructure in the region,
he said.

“This is a wake-up call for the gov-
ernment to invest in advanced tech-
nology for accurate forecasting,” Arif
said, highlighting the gap between
local capabilities and global standards.

Flights Cancelled,

cancelled. No flight operations
could take place at the airport since
the morning owing to the inclement
weather,” officials added.

Passengers are advised to contact
their airlines for updates, they said.

Clearance operations are ongoing,
the runway has been cleared, and
operations can resume only after the
weather improves, the officials said.

Flight operations have been affected
at the airport since Friday evening.

Director Srinagar Airport, Javed
Anjum, confirmed that due to inclem-
ent weather conditions and poor vis-
ibility, all 35 flights from Srinagar air-
port were cancelled.

He advised passengers to stay in
touch with their respective airlines for
updates on rescheduling or refunds.

Train services on the Banihal-
Baramulla section were suspended
due to heavy snow accumulation on
the track, the railway officials said.
Efforts to clear the track are underway,
they added.

Over 1,300 HMVs

section of the highway, while 879
HMVs are stuck at various locations,
including Ramban, Udhampur, and
Jammu.

He said that traffic on the highway
has been stopped from both sides.
“There was a huge accumulation of
snow in Qazigund. Cutter machines
have cleared most of the snow, but
allowing the movement of vehicles is
not possible yet,” he said.

He said that vehicles stranded near
the Navyug Tunnel have started mov-
ing towards Jammu.

IGP Choudhary said that the resto-
ration of traffic will be reviewed on
Sunday after the completion of snow
clearance operations.

Meanwhile, in a traffic advisory,
the Traffic Police stated, “Traffic could
not be released today on the Jammu-
Srinagar NHW due to snow accumu-
lation and slippery road conditions
between Navyug Tunnel and Mir
Bazar. The Jammu-Srinagar NHW re-
mains closed. Commuters are advised
to avoid traveling on NH-44 until the
road is clear. A decision regarding
vehicular movement on the Jammu-
Srinagar NHW will be taken tomorrow
after assessing road conditions and
receiving clearance from road mainte-
nance agencies.”

The advisory states, Kishtwar-
Sinthan-Anantnag road is still closed
due to snow accumulation.

“Srinagar-Sonamarg-Gumari Road,
Mughal Road and Bhaderwah-Chamba
Road are still closed due to snow ac-
cumulation,” it states.

“People are advised to undertake
journey only after confirming status of
the road from Traffic Control Units on
the following phone numbers: Jammu
(0191-2459048,  0191- 2740550,
9419147732, 103); Srinagar (0194-
2450022, 2485396, 18001807091,
103); Ramban (9419993745, 1800-
180-7043); Udhampur (8491928625);
PCR Kishtwar (9906154100) and PCR
Kargil (9541902330, 9541902331).
(KNO)

Roads, Highways

fresh traffic was allowed from either
side along the National Highway.

He added that the traffic has also
been stopped at Banihal and Ramban
due to the fresh snowfall.

The roads including Mughal Road,
SSG road, Bandipora-Gurez and others
also remained closed for the vehicular
movement as precautionary measure

Power Outages

restored and charged.” (SIC)

He further said, “Similarly, out of
739 dysfunctional 11KV feeders, 639
have been restored and recharged,
bringing a major relief to the valley.
The majority of the rest are expected
to be restored by the evening. Kudos
to the PDD team for their relentless
efforts in this snowfall in such a short
time.”

Earlier in the day, Omar said, “In
Kashmir region, 41 feeders at 33 KV
level and 739 feeders at 11kv level are
down. None at 132KV or 220 level.
Restoration work is underway and
more than 90 percent feeders are
expected to be up and functional by
evening today. I'm in regular touch
with the PDD team to monitor the
situation.”

In the meantime, KPDCL Chief
Engineer  (Distribution)  Aaquib
Sultana Waheed Deva informed KNO
that “We have almost restored 85 to
90 percent of power supply across the
Kashmir valley.”

“However, there is a small depen-
dency in Kulgam and Anantnag dis-
tricts. Most likely, we will restore the
power supply completely by Saturday
late evening. We are continuously
working on it,” Deva said.

On asking about the damage due

to snowfall, Deva said, “As such there
is no major damage witnessed so far
but there has been a minor damage to
Distribution Transformers (DTs). We
are ascertaining the damage to DTs

Meanwhile, residents across the
valley continue to face challenges,
with power outages compounding the
difficulties caused by heavy snowfall.
Authorities are urging patience as res-
toration teams work to address the
crisis.

Will Snowfall

consumers to use electricity judi-
ciously. Conservation efforts remain
crucial until our hydroelectric plants
can resume optimal production
levels.”

The PDD is also focusing on infra-
structure resilience to handle the chal-
lenges posed by winter conditions.
Efforts are underway to ensure that
the distribution network can accom-
modate fluctuations in power genera-
tion and demand. (KINS)

Kashmir's Generosity

never seen such hospitality any-
where,” the stranded tourists said.

Another video of the tourists spend-
ing the night inside the mosque has
also been shared widely on social
media.

The tourists expressed their grati-
tude to the locals for their help. “We
were stuck in the snow, and you came
to our rescue. We are extremely thank-
ful to all of you,” one of them said.

Another tourist added, “Everyone
should visit Kashmir to experience its
hospitality. Everyone here is kind and it
is safe to visit. Please come to this para-
dise on earth.”

Hurriyat  Conference chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq praised the ges-
ture and said it was heartening to see
Kashmiris open their mosques and
homes to stranded tourists amidst
heavy snowfall.

“This gesture of warmth and hu-
manity reflects our longstanding tra-
dition of hospitality and helping oth-
ers in times of need,” he said on X.

PDP leader Iltija Mufti also took to
social media to praise the “humane”
gestures extended by locals to strand-
ed tourists.

“Stranded tourists in Ganderbal
found an unexpected yet warm ref-
uge at a mosque last night. Kashmiris
aren’t only human, but humane too. I
wish the media would stop perpetu-
ating stereotypes that grab eyeballs
and instead highlight how hospitable
Kashmiris truly are,” Mufti posted on
X.

PDP leader Khursheed Alam also
commended the people for their gen-
erosity in assisting stranded tourists
during the ongoing snowfall, which
has disrupted daily life across the
region.

“It is heartening to witness that
Kashmir’s long-standing tradition
of hospitality is alive and thriving.
Despite the challenges posed by snow-
fall, including water and electricity
shortages, the people of Kashmir have
shown remarkable generosity, making
the region proud once again,” he said
in a statement.

Another video circulating on social
media shows several tourist families
comprising of men, women and chil-
dren being hosted by a local family in
the Kangan area of Ganderbal district af-
ter they were stranded due to snowfall.

The tourists were full of praise for their
hosts, saying, “They helped us in this dif-
ficult time. They are like gods to us.”

Elsewhere, heavy snowfall also
left many tourists stranded along the
Srinagar-Jammu highway and at tour-
ist destinations like Doodhpathri.

However, not all the stranded tour-
ists were complaining. “The car ig-
nition isn't working due to the cold,
and we have to push it. But it's fine;
we're enjoying it,” said a tourist from
Haryana as he waited for clearance at
Qazigund to head home.

Police and civil administration have
begun reaching out to stranded tour-
ists, providing hot drinks and other
necessities to keep them warm.

Ensure 100%

presented updates on snow clear-
ance, restoration of power and water
supply and emergency response to
deal with inclement weather.

The Chief Minister directed
Deputy Commissioners to personally

supervise snow clearance operations,
emphasizing the need to obtain pho-
tographic evidence of cleared areas to
ensure thorough removal and prevent
freezing road condition as tempera-
tures drop.

He called for a proactive approach,
urging officials to deploy adequate
manpower and machinery on the
ground.

District administrations were in-
structed to provide two-hourly up-
dates to the CM'’s office and the Chief
Secretary’s office to keep the govern-
ment apprised of the situation.

The Chief Engineer of Public Health
Engineering (PHE) informed the CM
that 90% of the water supply across the
valley has been restored, with efforts
underway to address the remaining
10%. The Divisional Commissioner of
Jammu reported that power and wa-
ter supply in Jammu districts remain
unaffected, while the Chief Secretary
confirmed steady progress in restor-
ing electricity feeders and assured
that district hospitals are functioning
smoothly.

The Chief Minister stressed the im-
portance of ensuring 100% attendance
of doctors and paramedical staff at all
district and sub-district hospitals to
effectively manage emergencies.

Special instructions were issued to
the Deputy Commissioner Budgam to
coordinate with airport authorities to
assist stranded tourists and to provide
transportation, if required.

The Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir assured that sufficient stocks
of essential commodities, including
food and other civil supplies, are avail-
able in all districts.

Commending officials for their ef-
forts, the Chief Minister urged them to
remain vigilant, proactive, and respon-
sive to the needs of the people during
this challenging period.

He emphasized the importance of
seamless coordination and uninter-
rupted services to mitigate the impact
of the snowfall on the public.

Inspects Facilities

hospital and reviewed the availabili-
ty of essential medicines, staff on duty
and the functionality of the central
heating system.

The Medical Superintendent briefed
the Chief Minister on the hospital’s
preparedness to ensure patient care,
confirming that the central heating
system is fully operational.

However, he also highlighted chal-
lenges such as a shortage of medical
staff and ambulances in the district.

In response, CM Omar Abdullah
reiterated his government’s commit-
ment to enhancing healthcare services
across Jammu & Kashmir and address-
ing critical gaps to meet public needs.

He assured that steps would be tak-
en to resolve the issues raised by the
hospital administration. CM directed
the hospital authorities to strictly en-
force the duty roster for medical and
paramedical staff to ensure uninter-
rupted services to avoid inconvenience
to patients.

During his visit he was accompa-
nied by his advisor Nasir Aslam Wani
and other concerned officers.

Gratuitous Occupancy

land. Thus, there is no prima facie
case in favour of the appellant/plain-
tiff. For this reason alone, the appel-
lant/plaintiff is not entitled to grant of
interim injunction.”

CAT Directs

selection process. He referred to
SRO-166 of 2005, which mandates that
vacancies be referred to the JKPSC/SSB
by January 15 each year, a requirement
that the Home Department had failed
to comply with, further delaying the
recruitment process.

The tribunal, while allowing the ap-
plicants to participate in the selection
process, made it clear that their par-
ticipation would be at their own risk
and responsibility.

Furthermore, the results of their se-
lection will remain in a sealed cover
until further orders from the tribunal.

The CAT’s decision aligns with a re-
cent order by the High Court of Jammu
and Kashmir, which similarly directed
the JKSSB to allow candidates to take
part in the selection process despite
the age issue, also emphasizing that
the results should be held pending fur-
ther legal considerations. (KNT)

Dr Singh Cremated

Minister Rajnath Singh, Home
Minister Amit Shah and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla also paid their last
tributes to the former prime minis-
ter and laid wreaths on his mortal
remains.

Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan and chiefs of the tri-services
also laid wreaths.

Several chief ministers also at-
tended the last rites of Singh. These
included Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah,  Telangana  Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy, Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu and Delhi Chief Minister
Atishi, besides Delhi Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena.

Former chief ministers Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, Ashok Gehlot and
Bhupesh Baghel were also present,
apart from AICC general secretaries K
C Venugopal, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
Jairam Ramesh, Randeep Surjewala
and several former Union ministers.

Before the mortal remains of Singh
were consigned to flames, the security
forces gave a 21-gun salute to the for-
mer PM.

Sikh priests and Singh's fam-
ily members recited verses from the
Gurbani before performing his last
rites.

The former prime minister’s fi-
nal journey began from the Congress
headquarters, where party leaders and
workers paid their last respects.

Singh’s mortal remains were placed
in a flower-bedecked vehicle and se-
curity personnel and party workers
walked along the funeral route to fi-
nally reach Nigambodh Ghat around
11.30 am.

Draped in the Tricolour, the flow-
er-bedecked casket was placed on
a raised platform at the ghat where
leaders cutting across party lines laid
wreaths on Singh’s mortal remains.

Earlier, Congress leaders paid hom-
age to their departed leader at the
AICC headquarters, where the body
was placed for an hour to enable
workers to have the last glimpse of
their leader.

Kharge, Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi were among those who laid
wreaths there as well as later at
Nigambodh Ghat.

Singh's wife Gursharan Kaur and
one of their daughters also laid a
wreath on his body. The three daugh-
ters of Singh -- Upinder Singh, Daman
Kaur and Amrit Kaur -- along with
other relatives were present.

The vehicle carrying the mortal
remains of Singh left his residence
a little before 9 am and reached the
Congress headquarters before moving
ahead to Nigambodh Ghat in a proces-
sion amid chants of “Manmohan Singh
Amar Rahe”.

A large number of Congress work-
ers and leaders along with hundreds
of Singh’s well-wishers walked along
chanting “Jab tak suraj chand rahega,
tab tak tera naam rahega”.

Demands for giving Singh a Bharat
Ratna, the highest civilian award, were
also raised during the procession.

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi also accompanied the
procession, sitting alongside Singh'’s
relatives in an Army truck just ahead
of the casket carrying Singh’s mor-
tal remains. Later he was also among
those who carried the body of the for-
mer PM to the pyre.

Earlier, a row erupted over a memo-
rial for the former prime minister with
the Congress demanding that Singh’s
last rites be performed at a place
where a memorial could be built later.
The party alleged that the BJP govern-
ment was “deliberately insulting” the
first Sikh prime minister of the coun-
try in not designating a place for his
funeral and memorial.

However, the Centre said it has al-
ready decided to set up a memorial for
Singh and a suitable place would be
found soon.

Considered the architect of India’s
economic reforms, Singh served as the
prime minister for 10 years between
2004 and 2014.

A seven-day national mourning is
being observed throughout the coun-
try as a mark of respect to the former
prime minister during which the na-
tional flag will be flown at half-mast
across the nation, the Union Home
Ministry has announced.




STATE

KASHMIROBSERVER®O7

Srinagar | Sunday | 29-12-2024

Amid Road Closure, Woman
Forced To Deliver Baby At Home

Agencies

KOKERNAG: A woman at Gad-
ole area of Kokernag in South
Kashmir’s Anantnag district was
forced to deliver her baby at
home after failing to reach the
hospital due to unclear roads
following the heavy snowfall.
However, the infant died shortly
after the birth, the family said.
The woman, identified as
Masrat Jan, wife of Nawaz Ah-
mad Magray of Magraypora
Gadole, delivered the baby boy
on Saturday around 11:00 AM.
A relative, Bilal Ahmad Magray,
said that impassable roads left
them with no option but to
manage the delivery at home.
“We repeatedly contacted
the Tehsil administration and
officials responsible for road
clearance from early morning,

but no assistance was provided.
Not even a JCB was sent to clear
the snow. The road remains
blocked, and the woman is yet
to be shifted to a healthcare
facility,” he said, adding that
despite efforts by Asha workers
and health officials, they were
unable to reach the family due
to the unclear roads.

The family has demanded im-
mediate measures to improve
road clearance and healthcare
accessibility in the area to pre-
vent such incidents in the future.

SDM Kokarnag, Suheel Ahmad
Lone, said, “The administration
tried its best to reach the desti-
nation but couldn't due to heavy
snowfall. We sent a vehicle, but
the road was slippery and snow-
bound. The woman delivered at
home, but this is not a case of
medical negligence.” —(KNO)

Snowfall Disrupts Umrah
Pilgrims Travel Plans

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Heavy snowfall
since Friday afternoon caused
major disruptions in air travel,
leaving hundreds of passen-
gers, including Umrah pilgrims,
stranded in Srinagar and Delhi.

The cancellations have caused
a huge distress for passengers
and financial losses for travel
agents, estimated at approxi-
mately Rs 70 lakh as per the tour
operators.

President of the Jammu Kash-
mir Association of Hajj and Um-
rah Companies (JKAHUC), Sheikh
Feroz, in a brief presser said that
due to the weather conditions,
both passengers and operators
were facing huge challenges.

“Flights were operational till
yesterday morning, allowing
most passengers to depart. How-
ever, after 4 PM, snow-induced
cancellations halted air traf-
fic, stranding many in Srinagar.
Around 700-800 people sched-
uled to depart from Srinagar are
now stuck,” Feroz said.

He said that nearly 500 pas-
sengers arriving from Jeddah
to Delhi have been left without
accommodation due to flight
disruptions, urging the airlines
to arrange for immediate accom-
modation for these passengers.

“Travel agents are under im-
mense pressure to accommodate
these pilgrims, but resources are
limited. Most of these agents are
young entrepreneurs who cannot
bear such losses,” he said.

He said that the disruptions
have severely impacted Umrah

pilgrims, stating that many are
now facing the prospect of can-
celled accommodations in Mecca
due to their inability to arrive
on time, resulting in significant
financial losses for travel agents,
most of whom are small business
owners.

“This is a huge burden on
travel agents, many of whom
are unemployed youth trying to
make ends meet. They cannot
bear such massive losses. We ap-
peal to passengers to cooperate
and share the financial burden
caused by these unforeseen cir-
cumstances,” Feroze said.

He said that hotels in Mecca
and Medina have strict cancel-
lation policies, which can result
in losses of up to 50-60% of the
package cost.

Appealing to airlines and the
government to arrange alterna-
tive flights and provide accom-
modations for stranded passen-
gers, he said, “Airlines like Air
India, Indigo, and Akasa must
step up to support the affected
passengers.”

He also called on traffic police
authorities to facilitate travel
for those attempting to reach
Delhi by road. “If flights remain
grounded tomorrow, many will
have no option but to travel by
road. The administration and
traffic police must ensure smooth
passage to avoid further chaos.”

He said that with Saudi Air-
lines scheduled to operate flights
on Monday, any further delays or
cancellations could result in ad-
ditional losses for both passen-
gers and travel agents. —(KNO)

2 Year Old Girl Dies Of
Suffocation In Kulgam

Agencies

KULGAM: A two-year-old girl lost
her life while three other mem-
bers of a family were hospitalized
due to suffocation caused by a
charcoal fire pot used for heating
at Ves Batapora area of Kulgam
district, officials reported.

An official said that a family,
originally nomads from Ramban
and currently living as tenants in
Ves Batapora, suffered suffoca-
tion during the night due to the
use of a charcoal fire pot indoors.

The family of four out of five was
rushed to PHC Mohammadpora by
police, health officials, and the lo-

cal administration. However, the
two-year-old girl, identified as Aa-
dita Jan, daughter of Nissar Ahmad
from Ramban, was declared dead
upon arrival at the health center.

A relative of the family ex-
pressed gratitude to the local
residents and administration,
saying, “We are thankful to the
people and authorities who acted
quickly to shift the family to the
hospital and saved the lives of the
other three members.”

Medical Superintendent (MS) of
District Hospital Kulgam said that
one child was brought dead, while
the three hospitalized family mem-
bers are in stable condition—(KNO)

SHIKARAS REST GRACEFULLY on the snow-kissed shores of Dal Lake, as Kashmir
transforms into a winter wonderland.
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Season’s First Snowfall
Brings Hope For Kashmir’s
Farmers, Horticulturists

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The first spell of
snowfall this season, after a pro-
longed dry period, has brought
joy to thousands of fruit grow-
ers and farmers in Kashmir,
who are now hopeful of better
crop production this year.

The Kashmir Valley received
its first heavy snowfall on
Friday evening, ending an ex-
tended dry spell and bringing
relief to horticulturists and ag-
riculturists alike.

Experts said that the six-
month-long dry period, with
no rain or snow, had raised
concerns for fruit growers and
farmers. They said prolonged
dryness leads to a lack of soil
moisture, which can severely
affect both the quality and
yield of crops, including ap-
ples, in the following season.

They said a dry spell also
delays the germination of Rabi
crops, which negatively im-
pacts production. "A lack of
rainfall over an extended period
dries up soil moisture, which,
in turn, affects flowering and
fruit-setting,” experts said,
adding that crop quality and
quantity are directly linked to
these processes. The first snow-
fall of the season, however, has
brought relief to worried farm-
ers and fruit growers.

Mohammad Yousuf Bhat, a
renowned fruit trader and ex-
pert from Shopian, said, "There
were no rains for nearly six
months. If this dryness had
continued, it would have se-
verely impacted the horticul-
ture and agriculture sectors."

Bhat added that most or-
chards rely on rainwater, and
the prolonged dryness had left
no water for irrigation. "With
the snowfall, we now have
sufficient water, and such is-

sues have been mitigated," he
said. He further noted that the
dry spell had increased the
risk of pest attacks, as dryness
and a lack of moisture make
fruit trees vulnerable.

Dr Suhaib, an environmen-
tal expert said "Prolonged dry
weather significantly impacts
orchards and fruit crops in
Kashmir, posing substantial
challenges to agricultural pro-
ductivity. Extended dry spells
disrupt natural irrigation pat-
terns, reducing water avail-
ability for crops. This scarcity
hampers the growth and devel-
opment of fruit trees, leading to
reduced yield and quality."

The extended dryness had
also worried farmers who had
sown Rabi crops. The low soil
moisture delayed germination,
which would have affected
production. Dry conditions also
created an environment condu-
cive to pests and diseases, fur-
ther threatening orchards.

Now, with the dry spell end-
ing, farmers, fruit growers, and
those associated with horti-
culture have heaved a sigh of
relief. Farmers expressed re-
lief, saying that the seeds sown
in autumn had not germinated
well due to the dryness, raising
fears of low production.

Mustard, an annual crop har-

vested in April, was also under
threat due to the lack of pre-
cipitation. However, the timely
snowfall has revived hope
among farmers, who now ex-
pect better production this year.

Mohammad Ibrahim, a
farmer from Pulwama, said
the winter snowfall is crucial
for water availability during
the paddy plantation season.
"Farmers were very worried,
but the recent snowfall has
brought happiness," he said.

People associated with hor-
ticulture and agriculture de-
scribed the snowfall as "the
need of the hour". They are
now optimistic about good
crop production this year.

Meanwhile, an official from
the PHE (Public Health Engi-
neering) department said that
most water sources were on
the verge of drying up, with
water levels in others critically
low. "This snowfall has given us
hope that these water sources,
especially springs, will re-
charge, ensuring uninterrupted
water and power supply for
residents," the official said.

He said the process of recharg-
ing water sources might take a
few days, but hopes remain high
as the long dry spell had caused
widespread water shortages
across Kashmir—(KNO)

‘Smow Shoveling May
Trigger Heart Attack Among
Sedentary Individuals’

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Snow shoveling, a rou-
tine activity during snowfall, poses
a significant risk for heart attacks,
especially among individuals with
pre-existing heart conditions or
those who are unaccustomed to
vigorous physical activity, Doctors
said on Saturday.

Dr Irfan, a cardiologist at SMHS
said that snow shoveling may trig-
ger an acute heart attack in seden-
tary individuals with cardiac risk
factors and it must be avoided.

He said that snow shoveling
can trigger heart attack as cold
temperatures cause blood vessels
to constrict, leading to increased
blood pressure. This places addi-
tional strain on the heart. He said
that shoveling snow is a high-
intensity activity and it requires
sudden bursts of energy, which
can significantly increase heart
rate and blood pressure, trigger-
ing a cardiac event in vulnerable
individuals.

“Conditions such as coronary ar-
tery disease or high blood pressure
heighten the risk during physically
demanding activities like shovel-
ing,” he said.

Doctors said that elderly, people
with underlying medical condi-
tions, people with sedentary life-
styles, smokers and overweight
individuals are at more risk.

They said that one must con-
sult his doctor before engaging in
strenuous activities, if he has a his-
tory of heart issues. They advised
people to wear clothes in layers to
keep warm and reduce the strain
of cold weather on your heart,
stretching or light physical activity
can prepare your body for the task,
use a lightweight shovel and push
the snow instead of lifting it to re-
duce strain and take regular breaks
besides that stay hydrated and
watch for warning signs like chest
pain, shortness of breath, or dizzi-
ness, and seek medical attention if
you experience any such issues.

Meanwhile, the Government
Medical College (GMC) Srinagar
has issued an advisory, asking peo-
ple to stay warm, prevent respira-
tory tract infections and Modify
outdoor activities.

"Myocardial Infarction (MI),
commonly known as a heart at-
tack, remains one of the leading
causes of death and morbidity
globally. Alarmingly, every 40 sec-
onds, someone experiences a heart
attack. A recent study published in

the Journal of the American Col-
lege of Cardiology has identified
two significant precipitating fac-
tors for heart attacks: cold weather
and air pollution,” reads an advi-
sory issued.

"The study highlighted that 10
million people globally experience
disability and 500,000 deaths oc-
cur annually due to low tempera-
tures and Cold weather has been
established as a critical factor trig-
gering both minor and major heart
attacks,” it reads further.

"Cold temperatures can cause
blood vessels to constrict, in-
creasing blood pressure and the
workload on the heart. Addition-
ally, exposure to cold can exacer-
bate respiratory tract infections,
further stressing cardiovascular
health,” it reads.

“Air pollution has been identi-
fied as another key risk factor for
heart attacks, contributing to sys-
temic inflammation and impaired
cardiovascular function,” it said.

In recommendations for High-
Risk Groups, advisory states that
people at higher risk, including
those with hypertension (HTN),
diabetes, obesity, a history of
smoking, previous heart attacks,
or heart failure, are advised to
take extra precautions during
winter months.

They have been advised to
maintain a comfortable indoor
temperature using adequate heat-
ing, wear warm clothing, including
hats, gloves, and insulated foot-
wear, when venturing outdoors,
avoid unnecessary exposure to
cold environments. Consider in-
fluenza vaccinations to reduce the
risk of viral infections and Modify
Outdoor Activities, Avoid outdoor
jogging or other strenuous physi-
cal activities during cold weather,
as this can increase the risk of car-
diac events.

"There is data evolving which
has established a relationship
between SNOW SHOVELING &
HEART ATTACK. So people are ad-
vised to Stay Inside, Stay Warm &
Avoid Shovelling & other Strenu-
ous & heavy work," it reads.

“In light of the above it is crucial
for everyone, especially high-risk
individuals, to adopt preventive
measures during winter to safe-
guard heart health. By staying
warm and minimizing exposure to
cold and air pollution, we can sig-
nificantly reduce the risk of heart
attacks,” the Advisory states fur-
ther—(KNO)

3 AEEs Suspended In Shopian
For Dereliction Of Duties

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: The Shopian district
administration Saturday sus-
pended three Assistant Execu-
tive Engineers (AEEs) for der-
eliction of their duties in snow
clearance operations.

As per the order issued by
Deputy Commissioner Shop-
ian, the three officials include,
Mohd Noordin who is AEE, SD
Imamsahib, Zaffar Ahmed, AEE,
SD Ramnagri and Mohd Sal-
eem, AEE, SD Hirpora—were
found absent from their desig-
nated locations during critical
snow clearance and relief op-
erations in the district.

The authorities have said
that during an inquiry, it was
revealed that the AEEs were
not present in the district
when their services were most
needed.

It also said that the locations
of these officials were traced in
Janglat Mandi, Anantnag and
Srinagar. “Their absence was
deemed highly unprofessional
and unbecoming of public ser-
vants, especially during a period
of heightened administrative ef-
forts to provide relief to citizens
amidst snow-related challenges.”

Pending a detailed inquiry
into their conduct by the Ad-
ditional District Development
Commissioner  (ADDC)  of
Shopian, the AEEs have been
suspended and they have been
attached to the 24x7 Control
Room in Shopian and instruct-
ed to report immediately.

Further, their salaries have
been withheld, with no dis-
bursal permitted by the re-
spective Drawing and Disburs-
ing Officers (DDOs) until the
inquiry concludes.

J&K Police Extend Helping Hand Amid Heavy Snowfall

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Amidst heavy snow-
fall across Kashmir the J&K
Police have been continuously
extending a helping hand to the
common people across all the
districts.

According to the details, the
policemen have been actively
engaged in rescuing stranded
passengers and evacuating ail-
ing patients, providing vital as-
sistance during the inclement
weather conditions.

South Kashmir

In South Kashmir’s Anantnag
district, police received a dis-
tress call about a vehicle carry-
ing four tourists getting stuck in
deep snow at Dalwach.

A team from Police Station
Dooru quickly arrived on the
scene and rescued the stranded
tourists. “We were stranded and
the situation was getting worse,
but the Police came to our res-
cue. We are truly grateful for
their timely help,” said one of

the tourists, Priya Kapoor from
Delhi.

Another tourist from Guja-
rat said, “We were stranded at
Sinthan Top after our Tavera
skidded into a water drain due
to the heavy snowfall. Thanks
to the swift action of SDPO
Kokernag and SHO Larnoo, they
reached us quickly and ensured
our safety. We are truly thankful
for their help during such a dif-
ficult time.”

In another instance the police
facilitated emergency evacu-
ation of a female patient from
Bragam to Sub-District Hospital
(SDH) Dooru in a police vehicle.

The patient, who had recently
undergone surgery, was in se-
vere pain and needed immedi-
ate medical attention. Her fam-
ily praised the police for their
swift response. “The police act-
ed without delay and ensured
my wife received the necessary
treatment. We couldn’t have
done it without them,” said her
husband.

In Pulwama district, Police

received a distress call about a
group of people stranded with a
body at Wahibugh on their way
to Qazipora. Police responded

immediately and carried the
body on foot to Qazipora, en-
suring the family could perform
the last rites.

Additionally, two women
requiring urgent medical at-
tention were rescued near
Turkawagan Bridge and moved
to District Hospital Pulwama for
treatment.

In Awantipora, a call was
received about a woman in
critical need of medical care.
A special team, led by the SHO
of Police Station Awantipora,
rushed to the scene and evac-
uated the patient to SDH Tral
for treatment.

In Kulgam, a cardiac patient
named Nawaz Ahmad Mallah
from Adigam, Devsar, was in
dire need of medical attention
after suffering a heart attack.
Due to the heavy snowfall
and slippery roads, his family
could not transport him to the
hospital.

A police team, led by the SHO
of Police Station Devsar, quickly
evacuated the patient to a hos-
pital for treatment.

Budgam
In Central Kashmir’s Bud-

gam district, police worked
tirelessly to rescue tourists
stranded in Doodhpathri and
assisted patients, commuters,
and other travellers trapped
on snow-covered roads in re-
mote areas. “The police were
our lifeline when we were
stranded in Doodhpathri.
They not only helped us but
also made sure we were safe
and warm,” said Alex, a tourist
from Mumbai.

Ganderbal

In Central Kashmir’s Gan-
derbal district, police extended
help to tourists, commuters,
and patients who were strand-
ed due to the heavy snowfall.

Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP) Ganderbal Ragav S
reviewed the snow clearance
operation across the district.

A tourist from West Bengal
stuck in Sonamarg told KNO.
“We never expected to get
stranded in the snow, but the
Ganderbal police were there
for us when we needed them

the most. Their quick response
made all the difference, and
we're truly thankful for their
help,” he added.

North Kashmir

In North Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla district, extensive emer-
gency assistance operations
were launched following heavy
snowfall.

Police teams were deployed
along key routes such as the
Gulmarg-Tangmarg road axis to
rescue stranded travellers, pro-
vide mechanical assistance, and
help install snow chains.

The SSP Baramulla supervised
these operations, ensuring that all
critical areas received attention.

To further assist the public,
J&K Police set up emergency
help desks at key locations
across Kashmir, offering shelter
and transportation assistance to
tourists and other travellers.

Police teams were strategi-
cally deployed across the region
to assist those in far-flung areas
prone to heavy snowfall.
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Gutsy Reddy's Maiden Ton Keeps
India Afloat In grd Austraha Test

Press Trust of India

MELBOURNE: Nitish Reddy,
an unknown entity in red ball
cricket before the start of Bor-
der-Gavaskar series, virtually
bailed India out with his dogged
maiden Test century here on
Saturday, severely denting Aus-
tralia's hopes of winning the
Boxing Day contest.

Reddy's unbeaten 105 took
India to 358 for nine, still 116
runs short of Australia’s first
innings score of 474 as rain
brought an early end to the
third day's play.

With the flat MCG deck not of-
fering much to the bowlers, sav-
ing the Test match shouldn't be
a big deal for India. Reddy, easily
India's 'find of the series’, played a
pivotal role in visitors' fightback.

Reddy's combative spirit
and the invaluable 127-run
stand he shared with Washing-
ton Sundar (50 off 162 balls)
proved to be the turning point
for the hosts.

Reddy's innings was termed
as one of greatest Test knocks
by the legendary Sunil Gavas-
kar given the situation as India

were in a precarious position
after Rishab Pant's dismissal
courtesy a rash shot had left In-
dia tottering at 191 for six.

The young Andhra batter
could have been stranded on
99 when Jasprit Bumrah got
dismissed, leaving Reddy with

last-man in Mohammed Siraj,
who walked in to another
round of boos and faced three
deliveries from home skipper
Pat Cummins.

Both Reddy and his fa-
ther Muthyala's expressions
changed with each ball but

Siraj survived to allow Reddy
savour the moment he must
have dreamt a thousand times.

A picture-perfect straight
drive off Scott Boland was
the moment of the series for
India as Reddy balanced his
helmet with the bat and took

a knee, expressing his grati-
tude towards the Indian dug-
out which gave him a standing
ovation.

A decade back, when his fa-
ther Muthyala left a secured
job to open a micro-finance
(lending) business and incurred
losses, the Reddy family was ad-
vised not to give wings to young
Reddy's cricketing dreams but
they were unrelenting.

Sitting in the stands near the
boundary, Reddy's father broke
down when his son achieved
the milestone.

As Indian fans clicked selfies
with him it must have remind-
ed of the day when his son re-
ceived the best U-16 cricketer
award from the BCCI in 2017,
and an impressionable Reddy
was seen clicking selfie with
his idol Virat Kohli and his wife
Anushka Sharma while leaving
the hotel premises.

Reddy's batting was based
on stable core, playing the ball
late and only going for the drive
when the ball was pitched up.
He wasn’t defending unneces-
sarily and 10 fours and a six
was a testimony to that.

5th Edition Kashmiri Pandit
Premler League Begins In Jammu

nemm)

Observer News Service

JAMMU: J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Saturday inaugurated the 5th edi-
tion of Kashmiri Pandit Premier League at MA
Stadium, Jammu.

In his address, Sinha extended his felicita-
tions and best wishes to all the players par-
ticipating in one of the biggest cricket tourna-
ments in Jammu.

“Life is best defined by sports. One of the

main objectives of life is to maintain a fine bal-
ance between body, mind and soul and this is
what sports teaches us,” the LG said.

“Sports gives us courage and determina-
tion to achieve the impossible. Sports gives us
dreams and provides the strength and cour-
age to fulfil those dreams,” he added.

The LG congratulated the Lalitaditya Sports,
Education and Health Organization on its en-
deavour to promote sports.

He said the initiatives like Kashmiri Pandit
Premier League will provide a vibrant plat-
form to the players to hone their abilities and
overcome their limitations.

On the occasion, the LG reiterated his com-
mitment towards the welfare and empower-
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ment of Kashmiri Pandit community.

Sarmad Hafeez, Secretary, Youth Services
and Sports Department; Ramesh Kumar, Di-
visional Commissioner, Jammu; Dr. Arvind
Karwani, Relief and Rehabilitation Commis-
sioner (Migrants) J&K; senior officials of UT
and Police Administration, prominent citi-
zens, sportspersons and others were present.

Thang-Ta Coaching Camp Held At
Polo Ground Srmagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A Thang-Ta coach-
ing camp was organised by
J&K Sports Council at the Mul-
tipurpose Indoor Hall, Polo
Ground, Srinagar, in collabo-
ration with the J&K Thang-
Ta Association, on Saturday.
The camp aimed to prepare
athletes while undergoing
rigorous training for the 30th
Sub-Junior and Senior Nation-
al Thang-Ta Championship
2024, scheduled to be held in
Haridwar, Uttarakhand, from

snow at Polo Ground.
Meanwhile, Sports Council
also held a Basic First Aid and
CPR training workshop for
sports coaches, athletes and
staff at MA Stadium, Jammu.

thopaedics and Anesthesia,
Government Medical College
Jammu. Conducted under
the supervision of Nuzhat
Gul, Secretary JKSC, the ses-
sion saw participation of 50
athelets and coaches who

4th to 6th January 2025.

In pictures posted on so-
cial media, scores of young
athletes were seen training in

Organised by KIRF (J&K)
in association with the JKSC,
the workshop was supported
by the Departments of Or-

learned vital first aid and CPR
techniques to handle on-field
emergencies.

MOUNT MAUNGANUNI: Daryl Mitch-
ell and Michael Bracewell made half-
centuries in a 105-run sixth wicket
partnership to help lead New Zealand
to an eight-run win over Sri Lanka on
Saturday in the first of three T20 In-
ternationals.

Outstanding bowling at the death
also turned the match in New Zea-
land's favor as Sri Lanka slumped
from 121-0 to 164-8 in reply to New
Zealand's 172-8.

Mitchell made 62 and Bracewell
59 in a partnership lasting only 60
balls, after coming together with
New Zealand in trouble at 65-5 when
Wanindu Hasaranga dismissed Glenn
Phillips and Mitchell Hay with con-
secutive deliveries in the 10th over.

New Zealand's total looked inad-
equate as Pathum Nissanka made
90 in 60 balls and shared a 121-run
opening stand with Kusal Mendis
which seemed to have set up Sri
Lanka for a comfortable win. Men-
dis contributed 46 to Sri Lanka's first
century opening partnership in T20s
in 122 innings over eight years.

He was out in the 14th over, an over
where Jacob Duffy took three wick-
ets for one run, marking the point at
which Sri Lanka's run chase began to
unravel. Kamindu Mendis and Kusal
Perera were also out in the same over.

“They're class batters, particularly

Ist T20: New Zealand Fight Back
To Beat Sri Lanka By 8 Runs

those two at the top,” Duffy said. "We
know these conditions well with a bit
of bounce and swing up top.”

Nissanka was dismissed with the
total 153-5 in the 19th over and only
20 runs needed for victory.

But Sri Lanka went into the match
with a long tail and it wasn't able to
finish what Nissanka and Kusal Men-
dis had started.

“We're really disappointed about
the result and we really should
have done better,” Sri Lanka cap-
tain Charith Asalanka said. “I think
Pathum Nissanka and Kusal Mendis
batted really well and the rest of us,
myself included, should take respon-
sibility for this loss.”

New Zealand was under pressure for
most of the match, stumbling to 32-2
at the end of the power play as Binura
Fernando bowled superbly at the top of
the innings, finishing with 2-22.

Hasaranga then stepped up and
took his two important middle-order
wickets as New Zealand reached 65-5
by the midpoint of its innings.

Mitchell and Bracewell lifted New
Zealand to a solid total which was
still made to look reachable under
the early onslaught from Nissanka
and Mendis.

But after Duffy's three-wicket
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It Was A Stupid Shot, Pant Let
Team Down: Gavaskar

he legendary Sunil Gavaskar on Saturday lashed

out at Rishabh Pant for his "stupid” shot, saying the
wicketkeeper-batter had let the team down by throw-
ing his wicket away when India needed him the most.

With India desperately looking for a partnership on
the third day of the fourth Test against Australia at the
MCG, Pant went across and attempted to scoop Scott
Boland to fine leg, only to get a big leading edge for Na-
than Lyon to complete a simple catch at deep third man.

Pant tried to play a similar shot in the previous
ball too but failed to connect and was hit in the naval
area. The batter seemed to be in pain as he lay on the
ground.

"Stupid, stupid, stupid. You have got two fielders
there and you still go for that (shot). You missed the
previous shot and look where you have been caught.
You have been caught at deep third man. That is
throwing your wicket," a furious Gavaskar said while
commentating.

"Not in the situation that India was... you have to
understand the situation as well. You cannot say that
that's your natural game. I'm sorry, that is not your
natural game. That is a stupid shot. That is letting your
team down badly," the batting great said on air.

"He should not be going in the dressing room. He
should be going in the other dressing room."

Former India coach Ravi Shastri termed it a "very
risky shot".

SA v PAK 1st Test: Rain Washes
Out First Session On Day 3

ain delayed the start of the third day’s play in the
first cricket test between South Africa and Pakistan
with no play possible before lunch on Saturday.

The entire first session was washed out at Super-
Sport Park with Pakistan scheduled to resume its
second innings at 88-3 - still trailing South Africa by
two runs.

South Africa has plenty of time left to press its bid
for a place in next year’s World Test Championship
final. The home team needs to win one of the two test
matches against Pakistan for a guaranteed place in
next June’s WTC final at Lord’s.

South Africa claimed a 90-run first innings lead on
the back of half centuries from Aiden Markram and
debutant Corbin Bosch, who smashed an unbeaten 81
on a dream debut.

Bosch’s scintillating knock, which featured 15 fours,
was the highest score by a No. 9 batter on debut in
test history.

Pakistan had been bowled out for 211 as Bosch
claimed a wicket with his first ball and finished with
impressive figures of 4-63.

Paceman Dane Paterson took 5-61 on a wicket
where both teams have packed their line-ups with
four fast bowlers each, going into the game without a
specialist spinner.

Argentine Women Footballers
Released After Racist Incident

Brazilian judge ordered late on Friday the release

from prison of four players from River Plate's
women's soccer team who had been arrested for an
alleged racial slur during a match.

Judge Fernando Oliveira Camargo decided to free
Argentine footballers Candela Diaz, Camila Duarte,
Juana Cangaro and Milagros Diaz on condition they
show up in court in Sao Paulo every month until the
case is finished.

Sao Paulo state authorities have yet to say when
the footballers will be released from the Carandiru
penitentiary where they spent Christmas.

On Dec. 21, a Brazil Ladies Cup semifinal between
River and Brazil 's Grémio was stopped in the first half
after Diaz made apparent monkey gestures to a ball
boy, as shown in broadcast footage. A brawl started
and Grémio players walked off in protest.

The referee showed red cards to six River players
and ended the match because there was no longer the
minimum number of players required to continue.

The score was 1-1 but the referee awarded the match
to Grémio, which won the final of the tournament on
penalties against compatriots Bahia two days later.

The Brazil Ladies Cup also banned River from the
tournament for two years.

Organisers said future editions will immediately
ban any participating team whose athletes or staff

burst, Sri Lanka lost its way and the
next best score after the opening pair
was 8. Matt Henry and Zak Foulkes

bowled superbly at the death.

keys.”

“engage in racist gestures on the playing field.”
Grémio coach Thaissan Passos said her team told
her River players had previously called them “mon-

Chhetri Farewell Slgnals End Of An Era In Forgettable 2024 For Indian Football

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Indian football found
itself in the throes of despair
throughout 2024 with the se-
nior men's team failing to regis-
ter a single win in a year when
the long-serving Sunil Chhetri
finally decided to hang up his
boots internationally after 19
years of yeoman service.

The familiar sight of the di-
minutive No. 11 running into
the box, deftly chipping the ball
into the back of the net, bring-
ing out his trademark 'namaste’
celebration, and looking sky-
wards with his fingers pointing
to the heavens will forever be
etched in the hearts of Indian
football fans.

With his record 151 appear-
ances and 94 goals for India,
Chhetri became synonymous
with the sport in the country,
inspiring millions while leading
the team with distinction.

The talisman's retirement, at
39, marked a poignant end in
a year of more lows than highs
with the men's national team
facing transitional challenges
and failing to notch a single win

across 12 months for the first
time in a decade.

"You don't wish to stop play-
ing for the country. But one day
you have to, and you will be
fine. Finally, I reached this de-
cision. And I think I made the
right decision,” an emotional
Chhetri had said after his deci-
sion to retire.

India's FIFA World Cup quali-
fier against Kuwait was his last
appearance for the country.

On June 6, in his final match
at Salt Lake Stadium, 58,921 fans
gathered to bid farewell to the
legend but the game ended in a
goalless draw, much to the dis-
appointment of his supporters.

It was a night heavy with
emotion, as Indian football lost
its torchbearer, the unifying fig-
ure who had carried the sport
on his shoulders for nearly two
decades. The national team has
never been the same since his
retirement.

World Cup Qualifiers Debacle
The disappointing exit from
the second round of FIFA World
Cup Qualifiers was followed by
the acrimonious sacking of head

coach Igor Stimac, a year before
his contract expired.

Stimac initially demanded
USD 920,000 (Rs 7.72 crore) as
compensation and approached
the game's governing body FIFA
after rejecting the All India Foot-
ball Federation's (AIFF) offer of
first three, then five, and finally
10 months' salary as settlement.

The matter escalated before
both parties reached an agree-
ment, setting the national fed-
eration back by USD 400,000.

Stimac was earlier given an
extension until 2026 on the
condition of reaching the quar-
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terfinals of the AFC Asian Cup
but India finished last in their
group after failing to win a sin-
gle match.

Manolo Marquez, a familiar
face in Indian football having
led Hyderabad FC to an ISL title
in 2022, was appointed as the
new head coach in July while
keeping his job at FC Goa till the
end of the ongoing season.

But his appointment failed
to turn around India's fortunes
as the team lost once and drew
thrice under the Spaniard.

The Indian team ended the
year with a 1-1 draw against

Malaysia. In all, the side played
11 matches and suffered six
losses in a forgettable year. The
lack of results reflected in their
rankings as the team slipped to
126 in the FIFA chart from 102 in
December last year.

At club level, Mohun Bagan
and Mumbai City FC continued
their dominance with the two
teams winning the Shield and
ISL title respectively.

There was, however, also a
setback for Mohun Bagan who
were considered ‘'withdrawn'
from the AFC Champions League
2 after refusing to travel to Iran
for their match against Tractor
SC on October 2, citing security
concerns amid political unrest
in that part of the world.

The Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC) cancelled all of Mohun
Bagan's matches in the competi-
tion, considering them null and
void. This followed the club's
goalless draw against Ravshan
Kulob in their opening Group A
match at Salt Lake Stadium.

The year proved to be a his-
toric one for Odisha FC who
secured a spot in the AFC Wom-
en's Champions League Group

Stage after topping their pre-
liminary stage group with two
wins, including a 4-1 victory
over Lion City Sailors and a 2-1
win against Etihad Club.

There was also a tug of war
between bitter rivals Mohun
Bagan and East Bengal over one
of the finest centrebacks Anwar
Ali, leading to legal battles over
his contract.

Controversy Off The Field

The sport also had its share of
off-the-field controversies with
some questioning AIFF presi-
dent Kalyan Chaubey's leader-
ship following the termination
of Nilanjan Bhattacharjee, the
head of the national federa-
tion's legal body.

Chaubey faced allegations of
mishandling tender processes
and using AIFF funds for per-
sonal expenses from the ousted
Bhattacharjee.

Former India captain Bhai-
chung Bhutia also called for
Chaubey's resignation citing "is-
sues" with AIFF's administration.

If that was not enough, the
federation found itself em-
broiled in a new controversy

over its handling of the broad-
casting rights for the I-League
2024-25 season.

After initially entering into a
deal with Sony for the coverage
of matches, the AIFF abruptly
switched to Shrachi Sports,
an inexperienced entity. The
move led to sponsor concerns,
with club owners threatening
to withdraw teams if proper
broadcasting arrangements
aren't made.

The AIFF, though, denied any
wrongdoing.

Future Tense

The Indian team is currently
in a transition phase, with head
coach Marquez experimenting
with various combinations and
giving opportunities to a group
of promising youngsters to
identify the next No 10.

However, the team remains
unsettled, with the veteran duo
of Gurpreet Singh Sandhu and
Sandesh Jhingan carrying signif-
icant responsibility at the back.

Following a challenging year,
Marquez faces the task of steer-
ing India to a third consecutive
AFC Asian Cup qualification.




