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J&K Assembly's 1st Session In 6 Years: Chaos, Controversy, Confusion

Para Steals The  
Show, Moves 
Resolution On Art 370

Assembly Has No 
Powers To Discuss 
Art 370: LoP

Rahim Rathar  
Is J&K Assembly 
Speaker

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Veteran National Conference 
leader and seven-time MLA from Charar-
e-Sharief Abdul Rahim Rathar was on 
Monday elected the first speaker of the 
legislative assembly of the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Leader of the House and Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah said Rathar (80) was a 
“natural choice” for the post due to his 
vast experience. He said Rathar has ear-
lier raised the dignity of the House in vari-
ous capacities, and as the custodian of the 
House now, “we expect you to do justice 
with all members”.

Rathar was elected the speaker with a 
voice vote after the | More on P6

Statehood Takes Center Stage In LG's Address
Promises Free 200 Units Of Electricity For Deserving Families

T
he Leader of Opposition in J&K 
Assembly and Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader, Sunil Sharma on 

Monday said that the assembly doesn’t 
have powers to challenge the removal of 
Article 370 by the parliament. | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Peoples Democratic 
Party MLA Waheed-ur-
Rehman Para on Monday 
moved a resolution in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly 
opposing the abrogation of 
Article 370 and calling for the 
restoration of special status to 
the erstwhile state, leading to 
noisy scenes in the House.

The Pulwama MLA moved 
the resolution immedi-
ately after veteran National 
Conference leader and seven-
time MLA Abdul Rahim Rathar 
was elected as the first speaker 
of the legislative assembly of 
the union territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

"Keeping the sentiments of 
the people of J&K in mind, this 
House opposes the revocation 
of the special status (of Jammu 

and Kashmir)," Para said as he 
moved the resolution.

This drew protests from BJP 
MLAs, all 28 of whom stood up 
to oppose the move.

BJP MLA Sham Lal Sharma 

demanded Para's suspension 
for bringing the resolution in 
violation of assembly rules.

Rathar repeatedly requested 
the protesting members to 
take their seats | More on P6

NC MLA's Disrespectful 
Gesture Draws Ire Of Netizens

Geelani Back In 
Assembly
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Separatist leader Syed Ali Shah 
Geelani figures among the deceased leg-
islators who will be remembered in the 
Legislative Assembly during the obituary 
reference scheduled on Tuesday.

According to the list of businesses, the 
Speaker would make reference to the de-
mise of ex-lawmakers including Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani.

Geelani, who passed away in 2021, has 
represented Sopore assembly segment 
thrice in J&K Assembly. He won assembly 
elections in 1972, 1977 and 1987.

Some other names in the list are Pranab 
Mukherjee, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,  Somnath 
Chatterjee,  Jagmohan Malhotra, Prof. 
Chaman Lal Gupta, P Namgyal, Abdul 
Rashid Dar, Mian Bashir Ahmad, Madan 
Lal Sharma, Mohammad Sharif Niaz, Syed 
Mushtaq Ahmed Bukhari, Thakur Randhir 
Singh,  Abdul Gani Mir,Govind Ram,Puran 
Singh,Sardar Rafiq Hussain Khan,Togdan 
Rimpoche,  Devender Singh Rana,  Qazi 
Mohammad Afzal etc.

Notably, the first session of J&K Assembly 
commenced on Monday. The newly-elected 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly faced chaos 
on the first day after opposition member 
Waheed Parra of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) moved a resolution against the 
scrapping of Article 370.

Soon after Parra | More on P6

J&K People Have Not  
Endorsed August 5 Move: CM

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: The first legislative 
session of the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir quickly 
turned contentious, with heated 
exchanges between political 
leaders that culminated in a viral 
controversy involving an MLA’s 
alleged disrespectful gesture.

The incident occurred af-
ter MLA Waheed-ur-Rehman 
Parra, representing Pulwama 
assembly segment, proposed a 
resolution to reverse the abro-
gation of Article 370. The de-
bate became increasingly tense, 
and voices rose as legislators 
confronted each other over this 
divisive topic. However, a par-
ticular gesture made by Altaf 
Kaloo, MLA from Pahalgam, 
during the session has drawn 

intense backlash online.
Netizens, frustrated and of-

fended by Kaloo’s behavior, took 
to the social media platform “X” 
(formerly known as Twitter) to 
voice their disapproval.

Many users condemned the 
gesture, considering it an af-
front to the expectations of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. 
People’s Conference General 
Secretary Imran Reza Ansari 
posted a photograph of Kaloo’s 
gesture on X, questioning the 
integrity of his party.

“Is this what people of Jammu 
and Kashmir get when we re-
mind the National Conference 
of their promise to reverse 
the undemocratic events of 
August 2019? Honorable MLA 
Pahalgam showing the future 
to People | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha Monday said that his gov-
ernment will make all efforts 
for the restoration of Statehood 
and the constitutional guar-
antees to J&K. The LG also said 
that he was hopeful to work 
with the new government and 
members of the Legislative 
Assembly as “One Team.”

Addressing the Legislative 

Assembly in Srinagar, the LG 
said that he is looking forward 
towards full support from all 
the members of the House so 
that all work as “One Team.”

The LG said that the as-
piration for a return to the 
Statehood remains strong. “The 
Prime Minister, on several oc-
casions, has already expressed 
his commitment to restoring 
statehood, which has been a 
source of rekindled hope and 
reassurance for the people,” he 

said. “The Council of Ministers 
of Jammu and Kashmir has 
recently passed a unanimous 
resolution calling for the im-
mediate restoration of state-
hood. This resolution reflects 
the collective will of the elected 
representatives, echoing the as-
pirations of the people for the 
reinstatement of full democrat-
ic governance. My Government 
will make all efforts for res-
toration of full Statehood and 
Constitutional Guarantees 
available to the State.”

The LG said that it would be 
a befitting reciprocation of the 
faith reposed by the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir in “our 
democratic institutions.”

Sinha announced 200 units 
of free electricity for the de-
serving families stating that the 
modalities are being finalised 
in this regard.

Addressing the Assembly, the 
LG said that his government is 
working out the modalities to 
provide 200 units of free elec-
tricity to deserving families. 
“We have | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today congratulated 
Advocate Abdul Rahim Rather 
on his election as Speaker of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly.

In his speech before the as-
sembly, the Chief Minister 
highlighted Rather’s extensive 
legislative experience and the 
unanimous support he has re-
ceived from the members.

“On behalf of myself and the 
entire house, I extend my con-
gratulations on your election 
as Speaker,” said Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah. “You were the 
natural choice for this esteemed 
position, and today’s voice vote 
affirmed this, as there was not 
a single dissenting voice. Your 
extensive experience and your 
long standing commitment to 
this assembly were clearly rec-
ognized by all members.”

Reflecting on the history 
of the Legislative Assembly, 
Omar Abdullah lauded Rather’s 
contributions and his service 

towards the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, both in gov-
ernment and in opposition, 
emphasizing his steadfast 
dedication. “From the time 
of Sher-i-Kashmir Sheikh 
Muhammad Abdullah to the 
present, you have been an inte-
gral part of this assembly, serv-
ing the people through various 
capacities,” he noted.

In his address, the Chief 
Minister expressed confidence 

in Rather’s role as the assem-
bly’s custodian, underlining the 
Speaker’s responsibility to up-
hold the interests of all mem-
bers and guide them in fulfilling 
their duties. “We are hopeful 
that you will protect interests 
of all members, maintaining 
a watchful eye not only on the 
opposition but also on those 
who may deviate from their 
responsibilities, offering them 
necessary | More on P6
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The first session of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly kicked off on Monday. KO Photo |  Abid Bhat

Is NC Sending Mixed Signals 
On Art 370 Restoration?
Farzana Nisar

Srinagar: The commence-
ment of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Assembly, with 
its first sitting in six years, 
saw high drama as PDP MLA 
Waheed Para introduced a 
resolution demanding the 
restoration of Article 370.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
lawmakers resisted Parra's 
resolution and demanded 
his suspension, even as 
Speaker Rahim Rather of the 
ruling National Conference 
said he had not yet admitted 
any motion.

While the restoration of 
Article 370 was among the 
National Conference's 12 
guarantees announced in 
its manifesto for the polls, 
the response from the ruling 
party has raised eyebrows.

NC on Monday criticised 
PDP MLA Waheed Para for 
bringing a resolution in 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly on the abrogation 
of Article 370, while other 
valley-based political par-
ties expressed their support.

The NC said the move by 
the PDP MLA from Pulwama 
was aimed at circumvent-
ing the Jammu and Kashmir 
government's resolution on 
the issue.

"It was too clever by half 
an attempt by a PDP MLA, 
clearly aimed at circum-
venting a government move 
to introduce resolution," the 
NC said in a post on X.

The ruling party said it ex-
pected all the MLAs to sup-
port the resolution when 
the treasury benches table it 
later in the session.

"We expect everyone to 
support the resolution rath-
er than playing to the gallery 
and weakening the collec-
tive resolve of those who 
sincerely want reclaiming 
of our constitutional rights, 
protection of dignity and 
identity," the party said.

"This resolution is for 
restoration of the NC 
founder Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah's legacy, " Parra 
told reporters.

"Presenting the resolu-
tion was not for any politi-
cal purpose, but it demands 
the restoration of the legacy 
of our strong leader Sheikh 
Abdullah and the princely 
state created by the Hindu 
king from Jammu (Maharaja 
Hari Singh). I don't think 
anyone should have op-
posed it. People have elect-
ed the government in this 
Aiwan (House) on these 
foundations," | More on P6
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. - -

: ( . .)

. /  . 

. .- . . 
- ( . .) 

“ ( . .)”.

 
 

:
“

” 

: 

: 

: 

:

 : 

 : 

ed the . .         
  ( . / . . ) *

* . . / . . 

( . ./ . . 
) .

 [[

                                                           
  

: . . /

: - -
:

.
.

.
.

’ .
.

. .

( / ) .

                    CENTRAL UN

-

Srinagar | Tuesday | 05-11-2024 02

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT 

NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

R

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

GULMARG DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Tele/Fax No:0195-4254625 e-mail: gulmarggda@gmail.com

E-Bid Document (Auction ID : 16038)
Out sourcing of Two Bed Room Hut near Health SPA at Gulmarg on “As Is Where Is Basis” at Gulmarg through GeM Portal for a 

period of 05-years.
No:GPA/F-159/ 2024/1131 Dated: 14/08/2024

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, E- Auction are invited online through GeM Portal for Outsourcing the Two Bed 
Room Hut Near Health SPA at Gulmarg on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS”, for a period of 05- years. The details are as under:

 S.No Particulars Date/Amount Remarks

1.
PQ(Pre- Qualification) Submission Start 

Date
29.10.2024=10:00AM Nil

2. PQ(Pre- Qualification) Submission End Date 16.11.2024 =10:00AM Nil

3.
PQ(Pre- Qualification) Assessment Date & 

Time2
21.11.2024 =04:00PM Nil

4. EMD Start Date 22.11.2024=10:00AM Nil
5. EMD End Date 26.11.2024 = 04:00PM Nil

6. HMD (Bid Security) Amount
Rs.30000/- (Thirty Thousand 

Only) 
To be pledged in favour of Accounts Offi-

cer Gulmarg Development Authority
7.  Bid Submission/ Auction Start Date 27.11.2024=12:00PM Nil

8. Bid Submission/ Auction End  Date & Time 28.11.2024 =01:00PM Nil

9. Reserve Bid Amount Rs. 300000/-(Three lac Only)
Per year with 10% escalation for each 

successive year

The e-auction has been finalized by the Outsourcing Committee under the Chairmanship of Director Tourism, Kashmir. Reliable/
resourceful and experienced agencies/persons, who fulfill the ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA (PRE QUALIFICATION) detailed as under 
shall only be eligible to participate in the E -Auction process.

(PRE-QUALIFICATION (PQ) CRITERIA (TO BE UPLOADED ON GEM-PORTAL)
1.  The bidder shall have to upload Certificate of Registration for Hotel or Restaurant if any duly issued  by the Tourism Department 

under J&K Registration of Tourist Trade and/or Relevant qualification (Degree/Diploma/Certificate Course) in inc Hospitality 
sector and/or having experience in the Hospitality sector with documentary proof be uploaded.  

2.  The bidder shall have to upload a Character Certificate from the concerned Additional Dy. Commissioner (ADC) or Police Station. 
The validity of character certificates shall have to be Six months from the date of issuance.

3. The bidder shall have to upload Self-attested PAN Card & Aadhar Card.
4. The bidder shall have to upload self-attested GST Registration Certification on the name and title of bid.

SPECIFIC CONDITION:

1. The minimum bid amount shall be Rs.3.00 lacs per year for a period of 03 years in the first instance and extendable up to further 
Two years subject to satisfactory performance by the outsource with 10% compound escalation for each successive year .

2. The bidder participating in the E-bid process must apply in his name or the firm duly registered in his name. There is no scope 
whatsoever of executing any partnership deed.

3. The interested parties should compulsorily visit & inspect the asset before participating in the e-bidding process and the physical 
position of the asset. As such, no claim of any deficiency in the asset would be entertained during/after bidding process.

4. Eligible persons shatl be allowed to participate in the e -bidding process only after uploading of relevant documents mentioned 
in the Eligibility Criteria and EMD in the shape of CDR, amounting to Rs.30000/- (Thrity Thousand) pledged in favour of Accounts 
Officer Gulmarg Development Authority.

5. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 100% of the approved bid amount for the 1st year within a period of Seven days after 
the culmination of bidding process otherwise the claim shall get forfeited.

6. The bidder who intentionally/unintentionally posts a financial bid which is absurdly on higher side, the same will be rejected 
during the bidding process.

7. That the successful bidder shall has to pay all the taxes i.e GST & SGST Labourcess Income Tax and other taxes in vogue at his 
own. The bid amount received by the department is excluding the taxes mentioned above.

8. Overstay period of 1st 10 days will be charges @10000/-per day and thereafter @20000/-per day for a period of further 10 days 
thereafter legal action will be initiated against the occupant.

9. In case the successful bidder fails to complete the term of contract, or leaves the contract halfway or the contract is cancelled 
due to any disqualifications/nonpayment of advance rent, the CDR shall be forfeited.

10. The safety, security and upkeep of the asset shall be sole responsibility of outsource during the period of contract.
11. The out-sourcing committee reserves the right to reject any or all the e - bids without assigning any reason thereof. 
12.  The successful bidder shall have to charge rates for various allotted services as per approval of the Department from time to 

time.
13.  The electric/water consumption charges shall be pay able by the outsource. 
14.  The bidder should not be employee of any Govt. Deptt. of a Public Sector Undertaking. 
15. The succcssful bidder shall has to execute an agreement along with undertaking and Positively within seven days with the 

department on non- Judicial Stamp Paper regarding adherence to the instruction/terms and conditions as may be prescribed by 

the department during the course of the contract period.
16. The bidder shall has to bear all the costs and expenses for executing the agreement/undertaking.
17. The successful bidder shall have to provide the catering facilities for the full period of lease and not on seasonal basis only. 
18. The successful bidder shall be under an obligation to make arrangement for safe disposal of solid/liquid waste etc. And meet 

other requirements of pollution control/protection of environment.
19. On competition of contract period GDA shall takeover the possession of property without any notice.
20. The licensee shall not make any alterations or additions to the space/unit allotted, without seeking proper permission from the 

competent authority of the department.
21. Repair or renovation work will only be granted after obtaining approval from the competent authority. Once approved, the 

repair or renovation must be reviewed and sanctioned by the concerned engineering wing of the Roads and Buildings (R&B) 
Department, ensuring compliance with the existing structure. If any violations are found during the repair or renovation process, 
the contract will be canceled without further notice.

22. The successful bidder shall arrange on his own all necessary stationery, staff or any other requirements for providing efficient 
services to the clients.

23. The Licensee shall provide necessary uniform & name plates to the staff working in the premises & shall be responsible for any 
act of the staff member for which, he shall be liable for criminal/civil action under rules/law if any required.

24. The Watch and ward of the property, maintenance of lawns and other subsidiaries and landscape if any is the sole responsibility 
of the licensee. No departmental employee will be posted/ stationed at the site for this purpose.

25. The rates to be charged on account of various catering items and other activities to be carried in the premises will be approved 
by the licensor.

26. Defaulters shall not be allowed to participate in the E-auction process.
27. The equipment shall be cco-friendly, and the same can be installed only after obtaining proper approval form the Authority. 

Allottee in command is directly responsible for the safety of clients and the ground staff and the agency shall ensure first aid 
equipment at the site.

28. The licensee shall not, in any case, sub-let the premises to any other party. It shall vacate the premises allotted on the expiry of 
allotment. However in case the party intends to vacate the premises before the expiry period, he/she shall have to deposit the 
full amount of the successive year and has to give three months advance notice for the same, and during this period, it shall carry 
on with the allotted arrangement on the terms and conditions as prescribed.

29. The successful bidder shall have to provide services to the best satisfaction of tourists/locals. The bidder shall have to ensure 
that there isn’t any complaint of misbehavior with the visitors/locals or by any of the staff member employed by the bidder in this 
regard. In case any complaint is received, action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against the bldder and necessary 
penalty will be imposed. 

30.  In case of any negligence in running the service or compliant pertaining to bad performance, the contract shall be terminated 
without any notice by the department.

31. The allotted premises shall be inspected periodically by the departmentally authorized officers and in case the services of the 
licensee are not found satisfactory, the contract shall be liable for cancellation without any notice.

32. Any damage caused to the Government property at the site will invite penalty amounting to double the cost of damage 
or replacement of the same whatever the case may be, as per assessment to be made by the Engineering Wing of the R&B 
Department. In case if any violation found the contract will be cancelled without any notice.

33. The allottee shall in no case be allowed to go outside the existing plinth area nor shall the allottee change the existing structure 
in any manner what so ever.

34. The Department shall reserve the right for using the space for any purpose or function or event, as it may deem fit and no fee shall 
be charged by the licensee in this regard.

35. The successful bidder will have to abide by all the orders/communications issued by Department from time to time during 
the period of contract as may necessitate in light of public law and order, security and in case of any other Administrative 
requirements.

36. During the contract period the maintenance of the asset/area, watch and ward as well as upkeep and daily cleaning/sweeping 
shall be the sole responsibility of the successful bidder. In case of any default/complaint, the licensor shall be at liberty to take 
appropriate measures including engagement of another agency for operating the asset at the risk and cost of the licensee.

37. The Successful bidder shall have to ensure liaison with the duty staff of Tourism Deptt. Working at the site if any for the matters 
pertaining to the services in the allotted asset.

38. The successful bidder shall ensure arrangement of furniture, electricity back up and availability of standard crockery/cutlery in 
the unit, on his own.

39. The offer should be unconditional. The conditional offers will be rejected out rightly.
40. That in case any dispute arises between the executants the same will be referred to the Arbitrator. The Director Tourism Kashmir 

shall be the Arbitrator and his decision shall be final and binding on both the parties.
41. If any minor repairs of the Departmental assets such as electrification, sanitary maintenance etc are to be done, these will be 

carried out by the licensee at his own cost after proper permission from this Authority.
42. The licensor shall be within its right to cancel the contract at any time subject to giving one month’s advance notice to the 

licensee conveying intention to take over the premises and in such eventuality the licensee shall be entitled for refund of the 
licensee fee of the remaining period for which he has deposited with the licensor and in case the licensee has not deposited the 
license fee for the period then no refund shall be made to him.

43. Gestation period of forty five (45) days or actual commencement of commercial operation whichever is earlier, will be permitted.
44. No extensions under any circumstances viz-a-viz natural disaster,/ calamity/fire or floods etc. shall be granted. The asset shall 

be outsourced afresh at the end of the license term.
45. That the successful bidder has lo insure the property through any Nationalized /insurance company in the name of the Chief 

Executive office Gulmarg Development Authority. The premium on this account shall be borne by the Licensee . The insurance  
certificate be submitted to this office within 07 days from the date of allotment. 

No:GDA/F- /2024-25/ 1582-86 Chief Executive Officer 
Dated: 28/10/2024 Gulmarg Development Authority 

DIPK-NB-2151-24

DT: 04/11/2024

Email: electricdivisionrnb@gmail.com
Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) ELECTRIC DIVISION KASHMIR,
 ENGINEERING COMPLEX SRINAGAR RAJBAGH.

 NEAR SILK FACTORY SRINAGAR- 190008.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E-NIT No. 67/R&B/Electric Division Kashmir of 2024-25 issued under Endorsement No: ERB/3779-89  DATED: 28-10-2024

For and on behalf  of Govt.  of ,J&K(U/T)e-tenders(in Double cover system)are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/UT/Central Government Departments for the following works:-

Sl. No. Name of Work
Estimated.  

Cost (In. 
Lacs)

Cost of Ten-
der/ Doc. 

(In Rs.)

2% Earnest 
Money (In 

Rs.)

Time of 
Completion 
(Calendar 

Days)

Class of 
Contract

Major 
Head of
Account

Remarks

01

Upgradation / Mod-
ernation of PACS at 

Kranshivan Tarzoo Sopore  
B W O Electrification. 

Rs.6.22 lacs  Rs. 300/= Rs. 12,440/= 10 Days 
“AAY” 
Class 

Electrical

 Capex 
Budget 

2023-24

 Administrative Approv-
al accorded by Deputy 
Registrar Cooperative 

Societies District 
Baramulla 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 28-10-2024
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 28-10-2024 from   06.00  PM
3 Bid submission Start Date 28-10-2024 from   06:00  PM
4 Bid Submission End Date 13-11-2024 upto   04.00  PM

5 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online)
14-11-2024 at      02.00   PM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Electric Division 
Kashmir, Engineering Complex Srinagar Rajbagh.

6 Date & time of opening of Financial Bids(Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed.
The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, drawings, bill of quantities( BOQ), set of terms 
and conditions of contract and other details can be seen /downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of 
dates given below:-
23    All other terms & conditions shall be as are as per the SBD/ Contract Agreement.
No .ERB/3779-89 SD/=
DATED:-28-10-2024 Executive Engineer,
DIPK-7292-24 (R&B) Electric Division Kashmir
DT: 04/11/2024 Engineering Complex Srinagar Rajbagh 

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS PATTAN
Sub: Issuance of Registration order in repect of 

delayed death

PUBLIC NOTICE
The registar death Block Dev. Officer Sherabad Block 
has submitted case file pertaining to death of Dina 
Nath Bhat S/o Govind Ram Bhat R/o Hanjiwara. In this 
connection a report was sought from Lumberdar and 
Chowkidar which reveals that the said person died on 
30-08-1965.
In this connection if anybody having objections to 
issuance of said registration may contact to this 
office within 7 days, after which no objection shall be 
entertained. 

Naib Tehsildar 

FKO  Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS PATTAN
Sub: Issuance of Registration order in repect of 

delayed death

PUBLIC NOTICE
The registar death Block Dev. Officer Sherabad Block 
has submitted case file pertaining to death of Jaggar 
Nath Bhat s/o Govind Ram Bhat R/o Hanjiwera. In this 
connection a report was sought from Lumberdar and 
Chowkidar which reveals that the said person died on 
23/05/1982.
In this connection if anybody having objections to is-
suance of said registration may contact to this office 
within 7 days, after which no objection shall be enter-
tained. 

Naib Tehsildar 

FKO  Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS PATTAN
Sub: Issuance of Registration order in repect of 

delayed death

PUBLIC NOTICE
The registar death Block Dev. Officer Sherabad Block 
has submitted case file pertaining to death of Radha 
Krishnan Bhat s/o Govind Ram Bhat R/o Hanjiwera . In 
this connection a report was sought from Lumberdar 
and Chowkidar which reveals that the said person died 
on 15/06/1981.
In this connection if anybody having objections to is-
suance of said registration may contact to this office 
within 7 days, after which no objection shall be enter-
tained. 

Naib Tehsildar 

FKO  Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS PATTAN
Sub: Issuance of Registration order in respect of 

delayed death

PUBLIC NOTICE
The registar death Block Dev. Officer Sherabad Block 
has submitted case file pertaining to death of Sed 
Lakshmi w/o Dina Nath Bhat R/o Hanjiwera. In this 
connection a report was sought from Lumberdar and 
Chowkidar which reveals that the said person died on 
30/09/1986.
In this connection if anybody having objections to is-
suance of said registration may contact to this office 
within 7 days, after which no objection shall be enter-
tained. 

Naib Tehsildar 

FKO  Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS PATTAN
Sub: Issuance of Registration order in repect of delayed Birth

PUBLIC NOTICE

The registrar Births and Deaths Block Development Officer Sherabad 
Block has submitted case file pertaining to Birth of Muntazir Rashid 
(DOB 18-02-2015) & Nuzhat Rashid (DOB 07-07-2010) S/o & D/O 
Abdul Rashid R/o Shirpora Tehsil Pattan District Bla with verified 
date of Birth.

In this connection, if anybody having objections to the issuance of 
said registration may contact to this office with 07 days, after which 
no objection shall be entertained. 

Sd/-
Executive Magistrate 1st Class 

FKO  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

OFFICE OF THE NAIB TEHSILDAR PATTAN

EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS PATTAN

Sub: Issuance of Registration order in respect of delayed Birth

PUBLIC NOTICE

The registrar Births and Deaths Block Development Officer Singpora 
Block has submitted case file pertaining to Birth of Mehraj-Ud-Din 
Wani S/o Mohd Afzal Wani R/o Triblobal Hanjiwara Tehsil Pattan 
District Bla with verified date of Birth 22-11-1987 occurred at home.
In this connection, if anybody having objections to the issuance of 
said registration may contact to this office with 07 days, after which 
no objection shall be entertained. 

Sd/-
Executive Magistrate 1st Class 

FKO Naib Tehsildar Pattan
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AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 5:30

ZUHR 12:15

ASR 3:58

Magrib 5:38

ISHA 7:01

HIJRI

CALENDAR
02 Jumada al-Awwal
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This Day In History
• 1556  - Akbar (14) succeeds his father Humajun as Sultan of 

Delhi
• 1556  - Battle at Panipat: Mogollegers beat hindu leader 

Hemu
• 1605 -  Gunpowder Plot: Catholic conspirator Guy Fawkes 

attempts to blow up King James I and the British Parliament. 
Plot discovered, Guy Fawkes caught, tortured and later 
executed along with seven others. 

• 1678  - Brandenburgse troops occupy Greifswald in Sweden
• 1725 -  Spain & Austria sign secret treaty
• 1757 -  Battle at Rossbach (7 year war/French & Indian War)
• 1838  - Honduras declares independence of Central American 

Federation
• 1862 -  Battle at Barbee's Crossroads, Virginia: 51 casualties
• 1873  - Due to the fallout from the Pacific Scandal, John A. 

Macdonald resigns as Prime Minister of Canada
• 1881 -  French government-Ferry resigns
• 188 - 1 1,600 police and volunteers attack M�ori settlement 

at Parihaka in western Taranaki which had become the 
symbol of protest against the confiscation of M�ori land, 
New Zealand

• 1900 -  Under US military control since the end of the 
Spanish-American War in 1898, Cuba now calls its own 
constitutional convention

• 1911 -  Italy attacks Turkish North-Africa (Libya), takes Tripoli 
& Cyrenaica

• 1912  - Democrat candidate Woodrow Wilson is elected 
President of the United States, defeating Republican 
incumbent William Howard Taft and Progressive candidate 
Theodore Roosevelt

• 1913 -  Ludwig III crowned king of Bavaria
• 1914  - Britain declares war on Turkey and annexes Cyprus, 

occupied since 1878; the immediate reason is to keep it from 
being taken by Turkey

• 1916  - Emperors Wilhelm II (Germany) and Franz Jozef I 
(Austria-Hungary) establish the kingdom of Poland

• 1916  - Second Chamber accept initial impetus to general 
males/female suffrage

• 1916  - The Everett Massacre takes place in Everett, 
Washington as political differences lead to a shoot-out 
between IWW organizers and local police.

• 1917 -  Gen Pershing & US troops see action on Western Front 
for 1st time

• 1921 -  Soviet Russia signs a treaty with Mongolia, 
temporarily supporting the new government against China 
and Japanese incursions

• 1925 - Mussolini disbands Italian socialist parties
• 1930  - Nobel for literature awarded to Sinclair Lewis for 

"Babbitt"
• 1933  - Spanish Basques vote for autonomy
• 1937  - Adolf Hitler informs his military leaders in a secret 

meeting of his intentions of going to war
• 1940 - Franklin D. Roosevelt is re-elected President of the 

United States for an unprecedented third term, defeating 
Republican candidate Wendell Willkie

• 1941 -  Japanese naval staff officers Suzuki and Maejima 
leave Pearl Harbor.

• 1943  - Vatican in Rome bombed by unknown source
• 1944  - Allied troops reach Zoutelande, Walcheren
• 1944 -  Canadian & British troops liberate Dinteloord
• 1953 -  Nobel prize for physics awarded to Frederik Zernicke
• 1956 -  Britain and France land airborne forces at Port Said in 

Egypt, escalating the Suez Crisis
• 1964 - US launches Mariner 3 toward Mars; no data returned
• 1967 -  ATS-3 launched by US to take first pictures of full 

Earth disc
• 196 7 -  US troops conquer Loc Ninh South Vietnam
• 1967  - Yemen president Sallal flees
• 1975 -  British government sends troops to Belize
• 1978 -  Iranian PM Jaafar Sharif-Emami resigns to Shah 

Mohammed Reza Pahlavi
• 1979 -  Iran government of Bazargan resigns
• 1979 -  Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini declares US "The Great 

Satan"
• 1983  - Orbiter Discovery (OV-103) moves overland to Dryden
• 1988 -  France performs nuclear test
• 1994  - Space probe Ulyssus completes 1st passage behind 

the Sun
• 1995 -  STS 73 (Columbia 18), lands
• 2006  - Saddam Hussein, former president of Iraq, and his 

co-defendants Barzan Ibrahim al-Tikriti and Awad Hamed 
al-Bandar are sentenced to death in the al-Dujail trial for the 
role in the massacre of the 148 Shi'as in 1982.

• 2007  -  China's first lunar satellite, Chang'e 1 goes into orbit 
around the Moon.

• 2009 -  US Army Major Nidal Malik Hasan (US Army Medical 
Corps) killed 13 and wounded 43 at Fort Hood, Texas in the 
largest mass shooting ever at a US military installation.

• 2012 -  50 Syrian military personnel are killed by a suicide car 
bomb in Hama.

• 2014  - New Zealand Prime Minister John Key rules out 
sending troops to fight against Islamic State, but claims 
there are 40 New Zealanders on 'terror watchlist'
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• TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
• PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
• PDD: 0194-2450213
• FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
• CAPD: 18001807011
• SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
• Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

• SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
• ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
• BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
• BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
• PAMPORE: 01933-294132
• PATTAN: 01954-293507
• QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

• Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
• Mughal Road - (Open)
• Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

GENERATION DIVISION POWER HOUSE GANDERBAL
Email: xeneganderbal@gmail. com Tel /fax - 01942-416234

e-NIT No. GDG/01 of 2024-25  Dated: 28/ 10 /2024 

E-NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of Managing Director JKPDC, online e-bids in double cover system are invited (Cover-I-Techno-Commercial Bid 
and Cover-II-Price Bid) from authorised firms/ contractors/Self Help Groups/MSME registered with J&K government or any 
organization owned by PSUs/ State Government/ Central Government having sufficient related experience for undertaking 
the following titled work at Generation Division Ganderbal._

S.  No Name Of Work Quantity
Cost Of Tender 

Document
Estimated 
cost (Rs)

EMD @ 
2% (Rs)

Time 
Completion

1.
Providing and Laying of MS  Chequered Plates 
over the Exposed Cable  Trenches of Outdoor 

Yard at Power House Ganderbal.

As per 
scope Rs 1000/- 20.67 lacs 41400/-

Within 45 days 
from date of 

LOA

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information , eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities 
(B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the Departmental website 
jktenders.gov.in or www.jkspdc.nic.in as per schedule of dates given below.

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 28-10-2024
2. Period of downloading of bidding document 30-10-2024 to 18-11-2024
3. Bid submission Start Date 30-10-2024 1400 hrs
4. Bid submission End Date 18-11-2024 upto 1600 hrs

5. Deadline for receiving Hard Copies (Proof of Cost of tender 
document and EMD only) 18-11-2024 upto 1600 hrs

6. Date and time of opening of Techno Commercial Bid (online) 19-11-2024 or any other convenient date.

7. Venue for submitting the hard copy of EMD and Cost of tender 
document

Office of the Executive Engineer, Generation Division, 
Ganderbal, Kashmir.

Position of AAA = Accorded
Technical Sanction = Sanctioned
Position of Funds = Available
1.  The entire process of bidding shall be online. The bidding document consisting of BOQ (Bill of Quantities), set 

of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the government website 
jktenders.gov.in or www.jkspdc.nic.in. The bidder has to submit the bids (complete in all respects) online on the 
said website.

2.  The following documents are to be uploaded along with the bid; otherwise the bid shall be liable for rejection:
i) Details of Contractor along with working phone no. and e-mail id on the letter head of contractor.
ii) Cost of Tender Document in the shape of Demand Draft only in favour of the Chief Pay & Accounts Officer Kangan 

with the detail as: Account No. 0071010200005002 IFSC code : JAKA0KANGAN Bank: J&K bank Ltd Kangan
iii) Earnest Money Deposit in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Chief Pay & Accounts Officer Kangan.
iv) Copy of Valid Registration Certificate.
v) Copy of GST Registration Certificate.
vi) Copy of PAN Card.
vii) Experience/Relevant Work Orders’ and Completion Certificates copies.
viii) Income tax Certificate for the latest years.
ix) Information regarding the current litigation (if any) in which the bidder is involved; parties concerned and disputed 

amount on registerd affidavit/stamp paper of Rs 10/-.
3. The bidders need to submit the proof/cost of e-bid document as stated above table through Demand Draft pledged 

to the Chief Pay Accounts Officer Kangan payable at Kangan with the detail as:
Account No. 0071010200005002     IFSC code : JAKA0KANGAN     Bank: J&K bank Ltd Kangan 

 The original demand draft shall be submitted in a sealed envelope to the Office of the Executive Engineer Generation 
Division, Ganderbal, JKPDC and should reach before the cutoff date. The scanned copy of the Demand Draft must 
be enclosed along with the e-Bids.

4. All the e-bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/BG only, pledged to the 
Chief Pay Accounts Officer Kangan payable at Kangan. Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD shall be submitted 
to the Office of the Executive Engineer Generation Division, Ganderbal, JKPDC and should reach upto the dates 
mentioned in above table.

5. The earnest money shall be forfeited if :-
a.  Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the 

terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c. Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of bids.
7. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened on same website in the Office of Superintending Engineer 

Generation Circle-II Bemina Srinagar Kashmir.
8. No price bid / Commercial Technical bid will be accepted in physical form. The original Demand Draft and EMD only 

is required to submit in the Office of the Executive Engineer Generation Division, Ganderbal, JKPDC.
9. The bidders are advised to visit the site for assessment and go through the contents of the SBD before quoting the rates.
10. Modification in scope of work and extension of period of download of tender specification, closing opening date if 

required will be notified through corrigendum.
No:-GDG/T/24-33  Sd/-
Dated:- 28-10-2024  Executive Engineer 
DIPK-NB-2164-24  Generation Division 
DT: 04/11/2024 Ganderbal

Autumn Makes City 
More Attractive, Serene

Agencies

SRINAGAR: With autumn—locally 
known as harud sweeping across 
the Kashmir Valley, the landscape is 
transformed into a beautiful tapes-
try of red, orange, and yellow as ma-
ple trees display their vibrant hues.

Known for their breathtaking 
beauty during this season, these 
trees attract locals and visitors alike 
to witness nature’s artistry.

“Autumn is truly magical here,” 
says Faheem Ahmad, a Srinagar 
resident. He said the maples give the 
valley such a warm and vibrant glow 
that it’s impossible not to stop and 
admire the scene.

In Kashmir, autumn is one of the 
most cherished seasons, with ma-
ples standing as symbols of the sea-
son’s beauty.

Local parks, gardens, and streets 
are filled with people capturing this 

moment making it a popular time 
for family outings and photography.

“People often call autumn here 
paradise,” said Zahid, a local, saying 
that the colours are a reminder of 
the beauty each season brings.

As locals flock to see these beauti-
ful displays, the season not only en-
hances the natural beauty of Kash-
mir but also highlights the cultural 
connection residents have with the 
region’s landscapes—(KNO)

Delegations Call On 
Dy CM; Seek Redressal 
Of Their Issues

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief 
Minister, Surinder Kumar 
Choudhary, met scores of 
delegations at Civil Secre-
tariat here and took stock of 
their issues and concerns.

The delegations included 
vocational instructors of 
Skill Development Depart-
ment, employees of Urban 
Local Bodies Kashmir, Mis-
sion Youth, Heritage Craft 
Instructors besides several 
other individuals also called 

on the Deputy Chief Minister 
and sought prompt redressal 
of their issues and concerns.

The deputations brought 
several issues before the 
Deputy Chief Minister con-
cerning their respective 
areas and sought timely re-
dressal of the same.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, while interacting with 
the delegations, assured 
them that all their genuine 
issues and problems will be 
looked into for redressal at 
the earliest.

Farooq, Mehbooba Pay Visit 
To Mirwaiz’s Residence

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference (NC) President Dr. 
Farooq Abdullah and Peo-
ples Democratic party Chief 
Mehbooba Mufti visited the 
residence of Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq on Monday to offer 
condolences on the passing 
of Mirwaiz Moulvi Muham-

mad Ahmad Shah, son of 
Mirwaiz Yousuf Shah who 
passed away in Islamabad, 
Pakistan.

Dr. Farooq arrived at Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq’s resi-
dence in the afternoon.

 Scores of other people 
also visited the residence of 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq to of-
fer condolences.

Farooq Abdullah Visits 
SMHS Hospital, Meets 
Grenade Attack Victims

Agencies

SRINAGAR: National Confer-
ence President, Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah, visited the SMHS 
Hospital in Srinagar to show 
solidarity with those injured 
in Sunday’s grenade attack 
at TRC, Srinagar.

Accompanied by MLA 
Pampore, Hasnain Masoodi, 

Dr. Farooq Abdullah en-
quired about the health of 
the injured and urged hospi-
tal authorities to provide all 
necessary medical facilities 
for their speedy recovery.

At least 12 persons sus-
tained injuries in the grenade 
attack. The administration has 
already announced monetary 
help to the victims. [KNT]

SRTC Buses Barred From 
Entering Jehangir Chowk

Agencies

SRINAGAR: SRTC passenger 
buses were prohibited from 
entering Jahangir Chowk on 
Monday, leaving passengers 
stranded near Bemina.

With no option but to 
continue on foot, travelers 
destined for Jahangir Chowk 
and Lal Chowk, particularly 
students, faced significant 

inconvenience.
Sources told the news 

agency Kashmir News Trust, 
that the restriction was im-
posed due to the ongoing 
Assembly Session, prevent-
ing SRTC buses from passing 
through the civil secretariat.

Locals urged authorities 
to amend the directive and 
permit buses to enter Jahan-
gir Chowk. [KNT]

LEGAL SERVICES WEEK:

DLSA Srinagar organizes 
Medical Health Check-up Camp

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a momentous 
effort to promote commu-
nity well-being and mark 
the observance of Legal Ser-
vices Week, the District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) 
Srinagar kick-started the cel-
ebration and observance of 
upcoming Legal Services day.

On the occasion, a com-
prehensive medical health 
check up camp was orga-
nized at Ahata-e-Waqar 
Chanapora, Srinagar where 
the doctors examined the 
patients and provided them 
medical opinion, some ba-
sic free medicines, free PFT 
tests, Physiotherapy etc.

The camp was held under 
the guidance of Jaffer Hus-
sain Beg, Chairman DLSA/
Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge Srinagar, and 
under the supervision of 
Nusrat Ali Hakak, Sub-Judge/ 

Secretary DLSA Srinagar.
The camp was inaugurat-

ed by the chief guest, Nusrat 
Ali Hakak, Secretary DLSA 
Srinagar, who emphasized 
the significance of priori-
tizing the health and well-
being of senior citizens. She 
highlighted the importance 
of accessible healthcare ser-
vices, particularly for those 
who are in need and may be 
facing financial constraints.

The medical camp pro-
vided a range of essential 
healthcare services, includ-
ing general check-ups, con-
sultations with specialists, 
medication distribution, etc. 
The camp aimed to address 
the healthcare needs of the 
local community, particu-
larly those facing financial 
or logistical barriers to ac-
cessing medical care.

The event was widely at-
tended by the senior resi-
dents of the area.
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Urgent Need for Dental 
Healthcare Reform in J&K

  KO  VIE W

4 Kashmir Observer
Friday, 01 February, 2013 OPINION

         MAIL YOUR LETTERSOBSERVER 

MAIL
All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, 
even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, spaceand accuracy 
of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with 
everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

4 Kashmir Observer
Friday, 01 February, 2013 OPINION

P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.neteditpage.ko@gmail.com

This lack of 
opportunity 
affects not 
only these 
professionals 
but the entire 
state, particularly 
rural communities. 
Residents in 
these areas face 
severe challenges 
in accessing 
affordable dental 
care and are often 
left with no choice 
but to seek services 
from unqualified 
practitioners, 
placing their health 
at risk

Did you know?

Empowering Our Elders: 
The Importance of Financial 
Independence Through Saving 
and Investing

Irshad Mushtaq

I
t's essential to educate our elders about saving and investing to en-
sure their financial independence. With proper financial planning, they 
can maintain autonomy and make their own spending decisions. Tra-

ditionally, we focus on the financial needs of children, often overlooking 
our aging parents who also require financial security.

Parents play a pivotal role in nurturing children and helping them reach 
maturity. As they age, it becomes the children's responsibility to ensure 
their elders are financially independent. This transition fosters a sense of 
authority and independence for the elders, empowering them to make 
their own decisions and encouraging self-reliance.

Elders should feel empowered, not dependent. Therefore, a communi-
ty effort is needed to educate them on the benefits of saving and invest-
ing. Simple investments, like mutual funds, can offer continuous returns, 
ensuring financial stability. With the right guidance, elders can effectively 
convert retirement funds into financial assets, similar to gold or land.

Financial literacy is crucial in reducing stress, a significant factor of-
ten leading to health issues in older age. Educating elderly on income 
options, savings, and investments can mitigate insecurity and promote 
peace of mind. Less financial stress leads to fewer health problems.

Financial education for older adults, encompassing an understanding 
of mutual funds as viable assets, planning for income generation post-
retirement, and safeguarding against financial distress, can significantly 
enhance their quality of life. Ultimately, financial literacy empowers el-
ders, ensuring they retain their autonomy and continue positively con-
tributing to their communities, all while maintaining an enriched bond 
with their families.

Let's prioritize our elders' financial needs—they are blessings in our lives.
Conclusion

Empowering our elders through financial independence isn't just a re-
sponsibility; it's a privilege. By educating them on saving and investing, 
we help them maintain autonomy and reduce stress. Let's prioritize their 
financial literacy and ensure they feel empowered, not dependent. To-
gether, we can enrich their lives! Let's create an income for them.

Learn from the insights of @Irshad Mushtaq,
 Writer, Investor, Entrepreneur & Founder of M I Securities! 

Connect for valuable financial advice at 
misecurities@bp.sharekhan.com

Time to act is now

W
hatever happened at the J&K Assembly on the first day of its 
session appears beside the point when compared with the fact 
that the Assembly has convened after a six-year hiatus. Since 

2018 when the PDP-BJP coalition government fell after the BJP with-
drew power, J&K not only had no democracy but was also divested of its 
special constitutional status and downgraded into two union territories 
- J&K and Ladakh. So, the recent Assembly elections and now the open-
ing of the Assembly session is a momentous occasion for the now union 
territory of J&K.

It is only natural that the session will reflect what happened over the 
past six years. The day was marked by discord and noisy scenes after the 
PDP MLA Waheed Parra moved a resolution for the restoration of Article 
370.  The resolution was opposed by the BJP leaders.  Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah said the move lacked genuine intent and was only aimed 
at political point-scoring. He said the resolution needed prior collabora-
tive talks among the parties. However, the People’s Conference leader 
Sajad Lone supported the move. Later talking to the media, Lone said he 
will always back any future resolution on the restoration of Article 370 
in the house.

That said, the Assembly's mandate is to be more than an arena for 
ideological sparring. It is to serve as a legislative body that addresses 
the multifaceted challenges  on the governance front facing Jammu and 
Kashmir. The new government needs to urgently focus on the economic 
development, infrastructure needs, education, healthcare, and job cre-
ation. The ongoing Assembly session thus offers a historic chance to di-
rect legislative energy toward addressing these issues.

Unemployment rates, particularly among the youth, remain alarming-
ly high. Over the past six years, fewer government vacancies have been 
filled. As a result, there are lakhs of educated youth, both in Kashmir 
Valley and Jammu division, who are without jobs. A skewed reservation 
policy that has reduced the quote for open merit candidates to just 30 
percent has further added to frustration among youth.

The issues need to be addressed on a priority basis. These concerns 
cannot be postponed or overshadowed by symbolic political maneuvers 
that yield little more than temporary public attention. After years of 
instability and political uncertainty, people are looking to their elected 
officials for real, tangible improvements in their quality of life. It is in-
cumbent upon every member of the Assembly to set aside partisanship 
and focus on constructive, cooperative policymaking.

Confidence And Willpower
C

onfidence and willpower are 
the keys to personal improve-
ment and accomplishment. A 
person needs confidence and 

willpower to succeed in any sphere 
of life. Confidence means belief in 
yourself and determination in sup-
port. Willpower is the strong desire to 
achieve one’s goals through any adver-
sity. Neither of these qualities are in-
nate, but can be developed with hard 
work and consistent practice.

To build self-confidence, you first 
need to recognize your abilities and 
limitations. Only when you under-
stand yourself well will you develop 
confidence in your abilities. Build-
ing confidence in your strengths and 
interests can help you move forward 
with confidence in any situation.

It is best to set small goals at the 
beginning to build confidence. When 
you accomplish these small goals, the 
feeling of accomplishment bolsters 
your confidence. This approach helps 
to move towards a bigger goal.

One of the most important ways to 
build self-confidence is to learn from 
failure. Failure is not a big deal.Failure 
happens at some point. Learn new les-
sons from failure. Not being afraid of 
mistakes, correcting them and mov-
ing forward increases self-confidence 
many times over.

Thorough preparation and invest-
ment of time in any task boosts con-
fidence. When you are well prepared 
for any task, the results lead to success 
and this boosts your confidence.

Helping and encouraging others in-

creases your self-confidence. When 
you play a distinct role in the lives of 
others, your confidence grows.

The first step in building willpower 
is setting goals. When you know where 
you want to go, you will develop the 
will to move in that direction. When 
the goal is not clear, the willpower is 
weakened.

Continuity is very important for 
building willpower. Like making a 
habit of doing anything regularly. 
The practice of moving forward little 
by little every day strengthens one’s 
willpower and increases the scope of 
work.

Morals should be developed to in-
crease willpower. When you face dif-
ficult situations, you can change them 
by developing morale.

An important part of increasing 
willpower is self-control and patience. 
Willpower is strengthened by exer-
cising self-control and persevering in 
the right direction even when circum-
stances are not favorable.

Good physical and mental health is a 
factor in increasing willpower. Proper 
diet, adequate sleep, and physical ex-
ercise also strengthen the willpower.

Self-confidence and willpower are 
two very important assets in a per-
son’s life. Developing both of these 
qualities requires patience, persever-
ance, and regular practice. When you 
set goals with confidence and move 
consistently towards them with will-
power, you will surely succeed.

Satyabrat Bora

Zeenat Rehmani

I
t is often said that "positivity is 
a choice," shaping our journey 
through life. Our dreams and resil-

ience are reflected in this appeal, one 
rooted in hope and goodwill, a call 
for progress. Across history, guidance 
and wisdom have been revered as a 
guiding force for both individuals and 
societies. In Islam, “admonition” is 
valued as an act of integrity—a means 
to guide, inspire, and uplift. In this 
spirit, we present this plea, hoping it 
will resonate with your commitment 
to advancing the healthcare landscape 
of Jammu and Kashmir, especially 
for those awaiting support in dental 
healthcare.

Current State of Dental Health and Job 
Opportunities

The dental field in Jammu and Kash-
mir faces a critical and disheartening 
situation. Since 2008, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Public Service Commission 
(PSC) has not filled a single position 
for dental surgeons, and employment 
opportunities within schemes like the 
National Health Mission have been 
nonexistent. This absence of career 
prospects has created deep frustration 
and anxiety among dental graduates, 
who have dedicated years to rigorous 
study and training only to find limited 
pathways to serve the community.

This lack of opportunity affects not 
only these professionals but the entire 
state, particularly rural communities. 
Residents in these areas face severe 
challenges in accessing affordable 
dental care and are often left with no 
choice but to seek services from un-
qualified practitioners, placing their 
health at risk. Health guidelines rec-
ommend that every Sub-District Hos-
pital should have at least two den-
tists and each Primary Health Centre 
should have one dental surgeon along 
with an assistant. However, this goal 
remains unfulfilled, leaving many 
communities without essential oral 
healthcare. The profession, too, has 
seen declining interest among stu-
dents who fear a bleak future without 
job security, while current graduates 
find themselves protesting in despair. 
Their cries for employment were un-
heard, even after a prolonged hunger 
strike in 2014, leaving many to watch 

their professional dreams fade away.

The Emotional and Mental Toll on Dental 
Graduates

The lack of employment opportuni-
ties has inflicted a profound emotional 
toll on young dental professionals, 
leading to mental health struggles. 
Many, after years of education and 
training, now face unending uncer-
tainty. The constant disappointment, 
despite protests, hunger strikes, and 
repeated petitions, has led to a mental 
health crisis among these profession-
als, who deserve not only meaningful 
employment but the opportunity to 
serve and make a difference in their 
communities. This ongoing neglect 
has driven many to seek opportunities 
outside the state, resulting in a brain 
drain, while underserved populations 
here continue to suffer without ad-
equate dental care.

The heartbreak of seeing professional 
aspirations diminish is profound. The 
growing disillusionment and mental 
strain among dental graduates serves 
as a powerful reminder of the need for 
urgent and thoughtful reforms. Let us 
not lose hope but rather turn this mo-
ment into one of transformation.

Hopes and the Way Forward
With trust in your leadership, we 

remain hopeful that these challenges 
can be met with meaningful action. 
Our vision is bold, but our hopes are 
grounded in the following steps:

Implementation of a National Oral Health 
Policy

By adopting and enforcing a com-
prehensive oral health policy, we can 
improve access to dental care for all, 
particularly in underserved communi-
ties. This step would create essential 
roles for dental professionals, reducing 
dependence on unqualified practitio-
ners and ensuring that every citizen 
has access to safe, professional dental 
care.

Revitalization of Job Allocation for Dental 
Professionals

We request immediate action to 
revive recruitment efforts for dental 
surgeons, which could include the re-
introduction of positions within the 
government sector and the creation 
of roles in initiatives like the National 

Health Mission. Restoring these posts 
would bring hope and relief to count-
less graduates eager to contribute to 
public health.

Strengthening of Public Dental Services
It is vital to align public health cen-

ters with national standards by staffing 
each Sub-District Hospital and Primary 
Health Centre with the recommended 
number of dental professionals. This 
step would not only provide much-
needed care in underrepresented ar-
eas but also give graduates the oppor-
tunity to serve their communities and 
apply their training.

Enhanced Employment Strategies
We urge the development of sus-

tainable employment strategies that 
support both new graduates and ex-
perienced professionals within the 
healthcare sector. A fair and transpar-
ent system for job placement would 
boost morale and attract more students 
to pursue careers in dental healthcare.

Mental Health Support
Recognize the profound emotional 

and psychological impact that pro-
longed unemployment has on our 
graduates. By offering mental health 
resources and support systems, we 
can alleviate some of the distress that 
these young professionals face and 
help them maintain resilience in chal-
lenging times.

A Call for Hope and Action
The healthcare community, includ-

ing dental professionals, holds unwav-
ering hope in the new government’s 
promise to listen to every voice and 
respond to the needs of your people. 
We are heartened as we see recruit-
ment notifications in other sectors 
and hold on to the belief that dental 
healthcare will soon see the same sup-
port. This renewed commitment to our 
cause would signal a new era of health, 
hope, and opportunity for the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not neces-
sarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer

Dr. Zeenat Rehmani Shah is a BDS and 
has also completed a PGDHHM
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Walls vs Bridges
NARAYANAN KIZHUMUNDAYUR

The statement "We build walls, not bridges" 
highlights a deep and often troubling as-
pect of human behaviour, especially when 
it comes to relationships, societies, and 
politics. It reflects how, instead of reaching 
out to connect, understand, and collaborate 
with others, individuals and groups often 
choose to isolate themselves. They con-
struct emotional, social, and physical barri-
ers that separate them from others, rather 
than building the bridges needed to foster 
unity, communication, and cooperation. 
By exploring this metaphor in emotional, 
societal, and global contexts, we can bet-
ter understand how this tendency to "build 
walls" affects us and why choosing to "build 
bridges" is essential.

Emotional Walls: Isolation in Relation-
ships

In our personal lives, "building walls" re-
fers to the emotional barriers we put up to 
protect ourselves from hurt. When people 
experience pain, betrayal, or rejection, they 
often respond by withdrawing emotionally. 
They avoid deep conversations, keep others 
at a distance, or even shut down emotion-
ally to shield themselves from vulnerability. 
While these emotional walls may offer a 
temporary sense of safety, they ultimately 
prevent people from forming meaningful, 
trusting relationships. Over time, these bar-
riers can lead to loneliness, disconnection, 
and emotional isolation.

On the other hand, building bridges in 
relationships means being open, commu-
nicating honestly, and building trust with 
others. It requires emotional vulnerability, 
which can be difficult, especially after past 
hurts. Building bridges is about making the 
effort to understand the other person's per-
spective, resolve conflicts, and cultivate em-
pathy. Many people, however, choose to stay 
behind their emotional walls out of fear of 
being hurt again. Unfortunately, this leaves 
them feeling disconnected and prevents 
them from experiencing the deep connec-
tions that come with emotional openness.

Emotional resilience—the ability to 
bounce back after experiencing emotional 
pain—comes from the willingness to dis-
mantle those walls and work towards 
building bridges. By doing so, people open 
themselves to the possibility of genuine 
connection, personal growth, and healing. 
In contrast, staying behind emotional walls 

may feel safer, but it leads to a life of isola-
tion and missed opportunities for true con-
nection with others.

Societal Walls: Segregation and Division

On a broader level, the metaphor of "build-
ing walls" applies to how societies divide 
themselves based on race, religion, social 
class, or political beliefs. These walls mani-
fest both literally and figuratively. In some 
cases, societies build physical walls, such as 
gated communities or barriers that keep peo-
ple of different backgrounds apart. In other 
cases, figurative walls, such as discriminatory 
laws, biased practices, or even the way social 
media platforms create echo chambers, keep 
people separated by reinforcing their existing 
beliefs and biases. These walls foster division, 
fear, and prejudice.

When societies choose to build walls, they 
become fragmented, with different groups 

living in isolation from one another. This 
kind of segregation fuels misunderstanding, 
hatred, and hostility toward those who are 
perceived as "other." As a result, societies 
face persistent issues like racism, economic 
inequality, and cultural conflict, all of which 
are difficult to resolve without open dialogue.

Building bridges in society means pro-
moting inclusion, diversity, and under-
standing. It requires making an effort to 
bridge the gaps between different social 
groups, to foster dialogue, and to create 
opportunities for collaboration and shared 
growth. A society that values connection 
over division recognizes that diversity is 
its strength and that by working together 
across differences, it can overcome chal-
lenges and achieve greater progress. Societ-
ies that build bridges, instead of walls, are 
more innovative, cohesive, and resilient in 
the face of challenges.

Geopolitical Walls: Nationalism and Iso-
lationism

On a global scale, the metaphor of "build-
ing walls" takes on political and interna-
tional significance. Many nations today are 
erecting both literal and figurative walls, 
driven by nationalism, fear of outsiders, and 
a desire to protect their national interests. 
We see this in the construction of physi-
cal barriers at borders, strict immigration 
policies, and trade restrictions. Politicians 
often justify these actions as necessary for 
national security or economic protection, 
but in reality, they foster isolationism and 
hinder global cooperation.

A well-known example of a physical wall 
was the Berlin Wall, which divided East and 
West Germany during the Cold War. It sym-
bolized the deep ideological divide between 
the two sides, both of which viewed the 
other with suspicion and hostility. The fall 

of the Berlin Wall in 1989 symbolized the 
triumph of bridge-building over division, 
leading to the reunification of Germany and 
a more peaceful Europe.

Today, although the Berlin Wall is gone, 
many other physical and ideological walls 
remain. Fear of immigration, economic pro-
tectionism, and nationalistic policies con-
tinue to separate nations, making it difficult 
to cooperate on global issues like climate 
change, terrorism, and economic inequality. 
These challenges cannot be solved by isola-
tion; they require international collabora-
tion and shared responsibility.

Building bridges in global politics means 
fostering diplomacy, engaging in multilat-
eralism, and working together to achieve 
common goals. The interconnected nature 
of today’s world means that the challenges 
of the 21st century—such as pandem-
ics, climate change, and cyber security 
threats—cannot be addressed by any one 
nation alone. It is only by working together, 
building partnerships across borders and 
cultures, that nations can find sustainable 
solutions to these global problems.

Choosing Bridges over Walls: The Way 
Forward

The metaphor of building walls versus 
building bridges invites us to reflect on the 
kind of world we want to create. In every 
aspect of life—whether personal, societal, or 
global—building walls may provide a sense 
of safety or protection, but it comes at a 
cost. These walls limit connection, under-
standing, and cooperation. Building bridges, 
while more challenging, leads to stronger 
relationships, more inclusive societies, and 
a more peaceful and cooperative world.

Building bridges requires courage, effort, 
and a willingness to be vulnerable. It means 
stepping outside of our comfort zones, chal-
lenging our own biases, and making the effort 
to engage with others meaningfully. Though 
building walls may seem like the easier path, 
it is through the act of building bridges that we 
discover resilience and the strength to thrive 
in an increasingly interconnected world.

In today’s polarized and divided world, 
choosing to build bridges instead of walls is 
not only a moral choice but also a practical 
one. Humanity’s future depends on our abil-
ity to overcome division, work together, and 
build a more united and connected world.

The author is an Accountant and a 
freelance writer in English and Malayalam

Minimalism: Are We Done with Modernity?
Azher Ahmad Dar

“I wish everyone could become rich and fa-
mous so they realise it's not the answer." 
These lines were told by Jim Carrey. It is quite 
perplexing, in the sense that conventional 
wisdom has otherwise always been tilted to-
ward amassing material resources as much as 
possible, thereby increasing the quotient of 
happiness or utility. It has always been per-
petuated in everyday life that happiness is di-
rectly proportional to consumption. Is that so?

With the triumph of market fundamental-
ism and capitalism, this notion is said to have 
gotten stronger, with the capitalists speaking in 
pejorative terms of the totalitarian life of those 
living in the Soviet Union, with a total crack-
down on what people eat, what they wear, etc. 
One positive thing, though, is that the whole 
world has ushered in the freedom associated 
with everyday life in terms of choosing what-
ever one wants. But is that freedom?

We will have to adopt the lenses of Em-
manuel Kant and political philosophy in gen-
eral. With the Industrial Revolution, we saw 
a tremendous increase in the production of 
goods and services, which directly improved 
the standard of living of people and their 
consumption of commodities. Saying that 
conspicuous consumption is the answer to 
satisfaction implies the intrusion of markets 
into everyday life. While markets have various 
moral limits, it seems that those limits have 
been violated in the guise of maximising con-
sumer satisfaction.

Now, with postmodernism, we see an ev-
eryday contest happening between minimal-
ism and maximalism. While maximalism 
has been an all-famous trend, it points to a 
positive relationship between conspicuous 
consumption and satisfaction. On the other 
hand, we see the rise of a new ideology or an 
alternative way of life, for that matter, which 
is minimalism, which means being satisfied 
with the little stuff instead of amassing too 
many material things. While it is not wrong 
that people consume, it is wrong that humans 
consume for the sake of consumption or be-
cause they are supposed to do so. One problem 
with humans is that they keep buying more 
and more stuff and are not satisfied with an 
assortment of their desired items.

The reason for this, according to various psy-
chologists, is that they do not know where and 
how they will be satisfied. Ryan Nicodemus, 
an American and the co-author of ‘Everything 
that Remains', with Joshua Fields Millburn, 

had a fancy corporate job. Despite drawing a 
handsome salary, something was missing in 
him, in the sense that he was not happy in 
the usual sense of the word. His solution to 
fill the void was to purchase as many goods 
as possible and find a solution in conspicuous 
consumption. However, to his surprise, it did 
not fill the void that he had in his life, despite 
having everything that the social world puts 
a premium on. His friend, on the other hand, 
whose name was Joshua Fields Millburn, also 
had a good corporate job .However there was 
a difference between them. It was that he was 
comparatively happy and satisfied with what-
ever he had had.

During a conversation, Ryan Nicodemus 
asked his friend why he was happier. The an-
swer that came to his surprise was the pursuit 
of minimalism. For many months, he had been 
living a meaningful life with as few things as 
possible, in that he did not have to worry about 
what to wear or what to eat. They are now 
popularly known as minimalists, who have 
been popular in the West for their advocacy 
of the philosophy of minimalism. One particu-
lar problem, which is difficult for an ordinary 
person to understand, is human nature, which 
has always been shown in Hobbesian terms as 
selfish, nasty, nasty, brutish and restless.

 While it is true that human nature is so, 
common sense is somehow wrong, and this 
ideology will likely linger forever. On the other 
hand, we had John Locke, who described the 
man in hunky dory terms, in the sense that 
everything is fine with man; he is not self-
ish, nasty, nasty etc., as has been perceived by 
conventional wisdom. Those calling human 
nature coherent and doggedly chasing tangi-
ble goods may be called those who believe in 
standard preferences, in the sense that prefer-
ences do not change.

However, all of these are partially wrong, 
as has been put forward by leftists, environ-
mentalists, etc. Human nature can essentially 
be tweaked, either in a good direction or a bad 
direction. With the reigning of liberalism and 
the free market, we have seen that human na-
ture has been painted with negative connota-
tions, and efforts have been made by the mar-
keting industry to change consumer behaviour 
toward conspicuous consumption. One an-
swer to why human nature is not stable and 
can be changed is the role of the advertising 
industry in changing the consumer patterns 
of a person, be it toward good things or bad, 
for that matter. What this marketing industry 
has done is show what an ideal life looks like, 

which triggers cravings in those who can't af-
ford to get them, leading to an unscrupulous 
life.The shift towards consumerism now ,is all 
because of it .

Now that we are living in a modern age, 
it is an age where, because of all of this, the 
ends justify the means. Saying this points to 
the intrusive role of money in everyday life, 
which has become so pervasive that there 
is no second thought beyond money. That is 
exactly the reason why the modern age has 
a moral deficit. We see various people saying 
“Had I had the information about the earning 
potential of social media, I would not have 
studied further', which is dangerous when we 
are talking of living a right life. The problem 
with it is that education is important; leaving 
education in the middle would make him a 
beast who would doggedly chase money, since 
money, in this case, money has no substantive 
instrumental value, which will ultimately lead 
him to do something, including unscrupulous 
things, to make as many as possible.

This is a grave peril of the so-called lib-
eral order, which has made everyone a slave 
of his desire, to put it in Kantian terms. We 
have CB Macpherson saying that liberalism 
has described individuals as possessive, who 
could do anything to get their wishes fulfilled, 
which has negatively impacted the real free-
dom of other people, specifically the lower 
middle class. He talks of two kinds of power: 
one is extractive power, which is gaining sat-
isfaction by extracting a part of the capacities 
of another person and making him work for 
his desires. This, according to him, character-
ises the liberal world order, where the poor, 
or the have-nots, to put it in Marxist terms, 
do not have the opportunity to fully develop 
their power because their power is used and 
exploited by the big capitalists. A surprising 
ramification of the same, according to him, is 
the dehyphenation of the words liberal and 
democratic, because real democracy is based 
on the development of a kind of power, where 
everyone has equal chances of satisfying his 
desires', not implying sameness, so to speak.

An important example of the same would 
be the decolonial school, which exposed the 
Cartesian lenses of the West about environ-
mental protection. In South America and the 
Oriental world at large, we have examples of 
people holding nature in high esteem, such 
as in Africa, where the natives considered the 
Earth an integral living part of their lives and 
protected it. What we saw after the colonial 
exploitation and the recent modernization, in 

general, is the brazen exploitation of natural 
resources because of the internationalisation 
of capitalism,to put it in Lenin's terms or the 
neo-imperialist project of the global North. 
Now the West has woken up from slumber, 
and it is strongly the case that they should pay 
reparations to third-world countries for their 
contribution to environmental degradation.

Ironically, the US has not even ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol or the Convention on the Rights 
of Children. All of this is because of consumer-
ism.There is one argument, that often surfaces, 
related to modernity, which is that with time, 
humans ought to change, which is doomed to 
deceive people by adopting immoral modern 
means to fulfil the ends, which will either put 
humanity in danger or the whole of modernity 
project will crash down. It seems likely that 
the project of modernity is falling because of a 
paradigm shift to decolonization, in the sense 
that people have moved away from the proj-
ect, which has all in all destroyed the fuel of 
morality and religion in third-world countries.

The growing number of conflicts is a testa-
ment to it, especially in the West, in the form 
of wars like the Russia-Ukraine war and the Is-
rael-Palestine war. One important drawback of 
modernity is the crisis of morality. People have 
become so blinded by the lure of luxury and 
money that it does not matter whether trying 
to sell bad things to children is scrupulous or 
otherwise. In the early 20th century, advertise-
ments for children worked by appealing to par-
ents to buy things. With technology and mo-
dernity, now children are directly approached 
and tricked into buying bad things, which is so 
dangerous and immoral of liberalism.

One important reason for this is reigning in 
deontological logic, which says that it is wrong 
to judge a person, implying maximum good is 
always right, which has been adopted by the 
liberals. On the other hand, we have teleologi-
cal logic, which judges people for their good, 
implying that the maximum good is not al-
ways right. Not putting a moralistic premium 
on things is what has plunged the current or-
der into crisis. While there may be divergences 
on the substantive matter of moral principles, 
there are some basic moral values, which are 
absolute and universal, that should guide hu-
man nature and have been missing throughout 
the modernity crisis. We have Emmanuel Kant 
defining freedom as autonomy, in that it im-
plies that just consuming goods and desires is 
not freedom; it is being a slave to the desires 
beyond which people can't think. As per him, 
humans have given themselves a higher order, 

and acting on its path is what is called freedom.
Deep down, humans should think that it is 

wrong to expect happiness with the amount 
of money in hand. People talk of humans as 
people who are not satisfied with time, but 
they are partially wrong. I will talk about my-
self. I am happy with whatever little I have, but 
my happiness is only relative. I also see oth-
ers who have been tweaked by the advertising 
industry to envy the ideal life, which has put 
them into a restless mode with the result that 
they do not have mental peace, and this hurts 
their growth and productivity.

Minimalism is being deliberate with the 
choices—not getting lured by fancy fast fash-
ion—doing things that you feel like doing. A 
grave consequence of maximalism is ending 
up doing that job, which, although pays well, 
is not satisfying. This has lately been one of the 
grave regrets of every person who has gotten 
into the wrong vocation. It is highly pressing 
that the human brain needs a permanent res-
ignation from modernity and to be happy with 
whatever it has; that is what would be satisfy-
ing. Now we have political philosophers like 
Habermas saying that modernization has led 
to a crisis of legitimacy, a crisis of rationality, 
a crisis of motivation, and a crisis of economy. 
In his opinion, modernity, especially the tech-
nological revolution, has led to a technical 
consciousness, and humans do not know what 
rational choices are. This is how the market 
has led people to put a monetary value on ev-
erything, even those that are non-marketable. 
Michael Sandel, in his book ‘’The Moral Lim-
its of Markets, says that everything has now 
become transactional. On the other hand, AG 
Cohen draws on the analogy of a camping trip 
to establish the efficiency of the common pur-
suit of goals instead of being possessive, which 
is exactly what the capitalist world order has 
done. There has been a valorization and pa-
tronization of self-interest and consent, so 
much so that now the relationship of parents 
with their children has become highly con-
sensual, which has repeatedly been criticised 
by even supporters of the liberal world order 
like Francis Fukuyama. The growing premium 
put on the word consent is because of the de-
cline of trust among people today and a rise in 
murder, crimes, crimes and the abandonment 
of old parents, which has been most stark in 
the West , the so-called propagator of flawed 
capitalism and liberalism.

The author is a student of political science 
and economics at the University of Delhi
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Rahim Rathar 
opposition parties decided against 

contesting for the post. Protem Speaker 
Mubarak Gul conducted the election.

Minister for Agriculture Javed Ahmad 
Dar moved a motion to name Rathar 
for the post of speaker, while NC’s MLA 
Ramban Arjun Singh Raju seconded the 
motion on the first day of the five-day 
session.

After his election, Rathar was escorted 
to the chair by the Leader of the House 
Abdullah and BJP’s Sunil Sharma, the 
Leader of Opposition.

Rathar had earlier held the post of the 
speaker in the legislative assembly of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir. He 
was also the leader of the opposition from 
2002 to 2008 when the PDP-Congress co-
alition government ruled the state.

The House met after a gap of more than 
six years, with the last session held in ear-
ly 2018, a year before the reorganisation 
of Jammu and Kashmir into two union 
territories.

In his address after the speaker election, 
Abdullah congratulated Rathar on behalf 
of the entire House.

“You were a natural choice for this post 
of the House. That is why there was not a 
single voice against your nomination for 
the post. Everyone is aware of your expe-
rience. You have been a member of this 
House with every chief minister except 
for the tenure of Mehbooba Mufti,” the NC 
leader said.

“We hope you will give support and 
help to the opposition members as well 
so that this House functions smoothly. We 
will extend full support to you in the func-
tioning of this House,” Abdullah added.

Leader of Opposition Sharma also con-
gratulated Rathar on assuming the chair of 
the speaker.

“First of all, I want to extend my best 
wishes on behalf of opposition benches. 
After a long time, the assembly has been 
constituted again. It is our good fortune 
that people have sent their representatives 
to this House and it has elected you as the 
custodian,” the BJP leader said.

He said the members of the House have 
high hopes from the Chair.

“We are hopeful that you will use your 
vast experience to run this House. You 
have spent a long time in the House, hav-
ing sat both in the treasury and the oppo-
sition benches. So, we expect that you will 
do justice,” Sharma said.

The Leader of Opposition added that 
members of the House would raise the 
issues of the people and expressed hope 
that the speaker would be neutral in his 
dealings.

“We are taught discipline in the party 
(BJP) that we come from. I am assuring 
you that we will follow discipline, but, it 
should in no way be treated as our weak-
ness,” he added.

Congress MLA Ghulam Ahmad Mir 
while congratulating Rathar said he was a 
natural choice as no one in the House has 
experience that matched his.

“You are an asset of the state who has 
not only guided the state, but helped the 
nation as finance minister when you were 
the chairman of the GST committee,” Mir 
said.

M Y Tarigami, CPI(M) MLA from 
Kulgam, said the members of the House 
have not got the people’s mandate only to 
fight with each other, they have to find so-
lutions as well.

“Jammu and Kashmir is caught in a 
whirlpool. We have to find a way out,” he 
said.

Peoples’ Conference MLA Sajad Lone 
pointed out that when the House had met 
the last time, J&K was a state but now it is 
a union territory.

While he said he did not want to say 
something bitter, he criticised the council 
of ministers for not consulting the MLAs 
while on tour to their constituencies.

“Our young ministers are running the 
party through the government. If a minis-
ter is going on a tour, why are MLAs not 
taken along? The power to achieve state-
hood is by showing respect to this House,” 
he said.

Stringent security measures were put 
in place for the assembly session.

Geelani Back
began reading the resolution, BJP law-

makers protested vehemently and cre-
ated a din. The Speaker adjourned the 
House amid the uproar to meet again 
for Lieutenant Governor  Manoj Sinha’s 
address.

NC MLA’s Disrespectful
on Day 1 of the Assembly.”
The incident provoked outrage from 

other social media users as well. Danish 
Bhat, a Kashmiri netizen, expressed his 
disillusionment:

“This is for every Kashmiri who be-
lieved in them, expecting their first act 
to be a resolution on Art 370. Instead, 
they delivered a blatant middle finger—
not just to the one who raised it, but to 
every Kashmiri who trusted them.” Bhat 
also directed criticism at Member of 
Parliament Aga Ruhullah Mehdi, ques-
tioning the MP’s stance and commitment 
to Article 370. “If you truly meant what 
you said on Art 370, know that this mid-
dle finger was directed at you too. A be-
trayal beyond words—absolutely shame-
ful!” Bhat wrote.

A sense of betrayal and disappoint-
ment echoed across the platform as other 
users joined in. One user posted: “Their 
way of saluting the aspirations of com-
mon people, who voted for them in huge 
mandate,” capturing the sentiments of 
those who feel misrepresented by their 
leaders.

Another user, Adil Saleem, sarcasti-
cally questioned the NC’s commitment to 
its constituents, asking, “What is this? Is 

this in your manifesto?”
Another netizen, going by the handle 

“Newton,” criticized the gesture as a 
violation of trust. “The betrayal is un-
deniable. Every Kashmiri who trusted 
them on Article 370 has been met with 
utter contempt. This wasn’t just a bro-
ken promise; it was a brazen insult to 
everyone who believed in their words. 
Accountability is non-negotiable,” 
Newton tweeted.

Adding to the chorus of disapproval, 
Mukaan Bhat voiced frustration at the 
perceived lack of integrity from NC lead-
ers, stating, “That’s not acceptable at all. 
The people of Kashmir have faith in them, 
but what they did shows why the people 
of Kashmir are losing faith in leaders who 
seem to be only giving speeches for cam-
eras and fooling people.”

The gesture, now immortalized on-
line, has become symbolic of what many 
Kashmiris feel is a disconnect between 
political rhetoric and actual commitment 
to their aspirations.

With the start of this new legisla-
tive session marred by controversy, it 
remains to be seen how the National 
Conference will address the incident and 
respond to the calls for accountability.

Para Steals
but in vain. He said the resolution has 

not come to him yet and when it does, he 
will examine it.

With the BJP members refusing to 
budge, NC MLAs lashed out at them 
for interrupting the proceedings of the 
House. Amid the din, NC MLA Shabir 
Kullay rushed into the well.

The BJP members relented after Rathar 
pointed out that Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha would be addressing the 
House.

Chief Minister and Leader of the House 
Omar Abdullah said, “We knew that a 
member was preparing to bring a resolu-
tion but we thought he would do so after 
the speaker’s election, the LG’s address 
and obituary references. We are dealing 
with it right away.”

He said while he did not want to make 
a political speech, he had spoken at the 
outset with the hope that he was speak-
ing on behalf of the entire House.

“This assembly reflects the sentiments 
of the people of J&K. The truth is that the 
people have not validated the decisions 
of August 5, 2019. Had that been the case, 
the results (of the assembly elections) 
would have been different.

“However, how to raise the issue and 
bring it on record will not be decided by 
one MLA. The resolution brought today 
has no value other than (that) it was done 
for the cameras,” he said.

“In the coming days, we will bring 
a proposal in consultation with you 
(speaker),” he said, requesting the Chair 
to adjourn the House till the LG’s address.

The House then witnessed noisy 
scenes again between members of NC, 
PDP, People’s Conference (PC) and Awami 
Ittehad Party (AIP).

“I request new members to learn the 
rules. You have violated them on the 
very first day. I will not allow it, mind it,” 
the speaker said before adjourning the 
House till 11.30 am.

Para’s party said it was proud of his 
move.

“Proud of Waheed Parra for introduc-
ing a resolution in J&K Assembly oppos-
ing the revocation of Article 370 and re-
solve to restore the special status.

“God bless you,” PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti said in a post on X.

In a separate post, she expressed 
gratitude to People’s Conference chief 
and Handwara MLA Sajad Lone, Shopian 
MLA Shabir Kullay and Langate MLA 
Sheikh Khurshid for supporting Para’s 
resolution.

Assembly Has
Speaking to the media persons, 

Sharma, who won the Padder-Nagseni 
constituency and was elected as the 
Leader of legislative party by BJP MLAs, 
targeted the PDP, saying that it is not an 
ideological party and called it as the poi-
soner that follows the politics of separat-
ism and Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI).

He said that the party’s (PDP) MLA 
tried to produce a resolution on Article 
370, which was removed by the parlia-
ment after 543 Members of Parliament 
discussed it. “No assembly has the power 
to challenge Article 370. It is now history, 
but the parties like PDP and NC are try-
ing to push the poor youth to the streets 
and bullets by misleading them,” Sharma 
said.

Sharma said while the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is talking about ration 
and other basic amenities to the people, 
these parties are trying to mislead the 
people.

“I want to tell you that UT Assembly 
has nothing to do with Article 370, but 
these parties are trying to mislead the 
people,” he said, adding that today’s at-
tempt by Waheed Parra was aimed to 
push the youth to the streets.

Pertinently, Waheed ur Rehman Parra 
moved a resolution against the removal 
of Article 370 on the first day of the 
Assembly Session.

Is NC Sending Mixed
the PDP MLA told reporters..
This drew protests from BJP MLAs, 

all 28 of whom stood up to oppose the 
move.

National Conference leaders also ap-
peared upset, with many insisting that 
proper procedures should be followed 
and that any resolution regarding Article 
370 must be discussed within a struc-
tured framework. Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah said the resolution brought to-
day has no importance but it is “only for 
Cameras.”

He, however, suggested Para should 
have moved the bill during the private 
members’ resolution day.

“What resolution will be brought (in 
the House) will be decided by the trea-
sury benches in consultation with the 
permission of the Speaker. The resolution 
brought today has no significance. It is 
meant to come into the limelight. There 
is no other aim in it. If they would have 
been serious, they would have discussed 
with us and decided what should be the 
voice of the House,” he said.

Does NC’s reaction reveal a possible 
shift in priorities or, at the very least, a 
cautious approach to tackling this issue 
within the Assembly?  With the Jammu 
& Kashmir Cabinet headed by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah passing the 
resolution for the restoration of state-
hood, their emphasis now appears to be 
moving towards statehood restoration. Is 
the NC signaling that it views Article 370 
as an issue best left to higher courts or 
Parliament, rather than to the Assembly 
floor?  Could this be a calculated move 
to avoid conflict with the central govern-
ment at a time when statehood might 
seem a more realistic goal?

While the National Conference’s - 
which holds a strong majority - approach 
may become clearer in the coming days 
of the Assembly session, the party’s re-
cent stance has ignited a wave of criti-
cism and confusion among its support-
ers.  Many perceive NC’s rhetoric as a 
troubling shift away from its foundation-
al promise to restore Article 370.

“The betrayal is undeniable. Every 
Kashmiri who trusted them on Article 
370 has been met with utter contempt. 
This wasn’t just a broken promise; it was 
a brazen insult to everyone who believed 
in their words. Accountability is non-ne-
gotiable,” a social media user wrote on X.

“In a total of 90 MLA’s, only six mem-
bers of the Jammu & Kashmir assembly 
endorsed in favor of the resolution that 
was presented by Waheed Para in the 
assembly. This resolution condemns the 
abrogation of Article 370. NC chal kya 
raha hai (what is happening NC)?” an-
other user wrote.

“Classic bait-and-switch! Now that 
the elections are won, it’s no surprise 
they’re pivoting towards statehood – 
that’s the power play, isn’t it? The real fo-
cus has shifted to securing influence, and 
any mention of restoring Article 370 has 
been sidelined for political gains.”

National Conference leader and 
Member of Parliament, Aga Ruhullah 
Mehdi had earlier said that he expects 
the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly to pass a resolution for the 
restoration of Article 370 in its very first 
session. “I expect that it (resolution on 
the restoration of Article 370) would be 
the first business. If not the first business, 
I expect the resolution will be passed 
in the first session (of the Assembly),” 
Ruhullah said on ‘X Space’

Omar Abdullah, earlier in August 
also said that the Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly will pass a resolution against 
the Centre’s decision to end Article 370 in 
its first decision after the Assembly polls 
in the Union Territory.

Other politicians are also criticizing the 
NC, referencing past statements made by 
NC leaders to highlight contradictions in 
their reaction to the resolution.

“Clearly the mandate hasn’t humbled 
NC but emboldened it. NC has clearly 
joined ranks with the BJP MLAs to op-
pose the #Article370 resolution in the 
Assembly today. As much as they resort 
to the fig-leaf of “legislative procedures”, 
or to the art of semantics, they stand 
exposed,” Junaid Azim Mattoo, former 
mayor of Srinagar, tweeted.

“Promise to pass resolution for resto-
ration of #Article370 in “first session” 
was made by NC itself. They didn’t use a 
disclaimer about procedural norms then. 
Why is NC trying to rather shift the focus 
on what is clearly a BJP-sponsored cabi-
net resolution on Statehood alone?” he 
questioned.

PDP’s Iltija Mufti said that by intro-
ducing a resolution in J&K assembly de-
manding the restoration of J&Ks special 
status 3 PDP MLAs did what NC with 50 
MLAs & an overwhelming majority chose 
not to do. “Even though NC is desperately 
trying to shift the narrative to statehood 
PDP will fight for Article 370 & resolution 
of the Kashmir issue,” she said.

People’s Conference (PC) chairman and 
MLA Handwara, Sajad Lone on Monday 
asked the ruling National Conference 
(NC) to come clear over the resolution on 
Article 370 abrogation.

“We didn’t know that the resolution 
against Article 370 would be passed to-
day, but we supported it. Article 370 is 
the soul of this assembly session,” Lone 
said while speaking to reporters here.

“When this resolution was moved, 
only four to five people raised their 
voices while all others were against it. It 
was 5 versus 85,” Lone said, adding that 
NC should come clear whether they are 
favouring it or against it.

The PC chief further said that there 
was mention of Article 370 in Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha’s address. “If the 
resolution was not moved today, let NC 
move it in the next coming days and we 
will always support it,” he said.

Statehood Takes

decided to provide 200 units of free 
power to deserving families. Modalities 
in this regard are being worked out,” he 
said.

He said that J&K is endowed with an 
abundance of water resources that are 
yet to be harnessed fully.

“My government is committed to har-
nessing their full potential so that their 
economic dividend enhances people’s 
lives and J&K’s financial position. My 

government will seek the support of the 
Government of India for a significant 
leap forward in our energy sector,” he 
said. “Completion of four Mega Hydro 
Electric Power projects, with sanctioned 
capacity of 3014 MWs, will be expedited 
for doubling the hydro power genera-
tion capacity by 2026 to not only make 
J&K self-sufficient in power but also to 
enable us to generate revenue from this 
vital green resource. Another four Mega 
Hydro Electric Power projects of 1818 
MWs will be followed rigorously to get 
the work on these power-generating 
projects started.”

He also said that all government build-
ings will have solar rooftop power con-
nections shortly under Prime Minister’s 
Surya Ghar Scheme (PMSGS).

He also said that his government will 
make serious efforts for the safe and 
security return of Kashmiri Migrant 
Pandits back to valley and also provide 
the Kashmiri Migrant employees safe 
accommodation.

Connectivity

The LG said that the implementation 
of major ongoing connectivity projects 
will be fast tracked by facilitating the 
acquisition of land, forest clearances and 
removal of encroachments. “On-going 
Expressway, National Highways and Ring 
Road projects for Jammu and Srinagar 
cities will be speeded up for their early 
completion. Work on the upgradation 
and consolidation of the Jammu Akhnoor 
Rajouri - Poonch National Highway will 
be expedited for its early completion,” 
he said. “New National Highways proj-
ects will be taken up with the Central 
Government to improve connectivity to 
remote and backward pockets to acceler-
ate economic growth.”

The LG said that the connectivity of 
Rail to the valley, which will be a reality 
soon, will be a turning point for economic 
development and prosperity. “Night land-
ing facilities at Jammu and Srinagar air-
ports will further enhance connectivity 
and boost the tourism sector further. My 
government will take all necessary mea-
sures to ensure that the development div-
idend of these initiatives reaches the re-
motest pockets and uplifts their lives and 
livelihoods,” he said. “My Government 
will pursue implementation of projects 
for rail connectivity to important un-
connected areas including the border 
districts of Rajouri and Poonch, with the 
Government of India.”

Jobs

The LG said that the Rangarajan 
Committee Report, crafted under the 
guidance of former RBI Governor Dr. 
C. Rangarajan in 2011, recommended a 
roadmap for creating jobs and enhanc-
ing economic growth in Jammu and 
Kashmir. “My government will pursue 
the implementation of the Report with 
the Government of India to address 
structural issues in the economy, sup-
port skill-building initiatives, and stimu-
late inclusive growth,” he said. “Effective 
collaboration with the Government of 
India would be essential to mobilize re-
sources, funding, and requisite support 
necessary for realizing many of these 
reforms.”

He said that all the vacancies in the 
Government Sector will be identified 
and filled up on a fast-track basis. “My 
Government is committed to expedite 
the process of compassionate appoint-
ments as well,” he said.

Tourism

The LG said that the tourism sector 
is a major pillar of the economy of J&K, 
which can boost various services and in-
dustrial sectors like transport, hospital-
ity, horticulture and small-scale industry 
thereby, generating incomes and job op-
portunities for the local population.

“My government will ensure that all 
benefits are extended to the Tourism 
Sector, as an Industry. This will ensure 
that this sector witnesses’ requisite 
growth in investment for improving 
tourism infrastructure and services,” he 
said. “My Government will focus on en-
hancing the quality of tourist experience, 
and devise appropriate interventions to 
manage the tourist inflow. Concerted 
efforts will be made for accelerated de-
velopment of new tourist destinations 
both in Kashmir as well as Jammu, so 
that the immense untapped potential of 
our beautiful landscape is harnessed for 
improving the experience of the tourists 
and lives and livelihoods of the locals.”

The LG said that Work on Tawi Barrage 
Project, an artificial lake, is also in full 
swing and likely to be completed soon, 
which will enhance tourism potential 
of Jammu City. “The upcoming railway 
connectivity to Kashmir, expected to be 
fully operational soon, will indeed pro-
vide a significant boost to tourism in 
both Kashmir and the Pir Panjal region,” 
he said.

Industry

The LG said that J&K Industrial Policy, 
2021-30, has been notified for encourag-
ing private investment and to boost the 
industrial sector. “New Central Sector 
package of Rs 28,400 crores is also avail-
able for encouraging new investments. 
My Government will ensure that requi-
site infrastructure for the development 
of industrial units is made available on 
priority, subsidized industrial land is 
transparently allotted and it actually 
translates in attracting new investment, 
creating employment opportunities for 
the locals, developing backward regions 
and expand existing industrial units,” 

he said. The LG said that the Council of 
Ministers of Jammu and Kashmir has 
recently passed a unanimous resolution 
for reviewing the J&K Industrial Policy, 
2021-30, to achieve this objective.

“My Government will develop 46 
new industrial estates with all the mod-
ern facilities to attract industries and 
enhance job opportunities. These new 
initiatives will spur employment av-
enues and enhance economic growth,” 
he said. “Further, focus will also be on 
development of industrial parks or clus-
ters to provide shared facilities and re-
sources, making it easier for small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) to thrive. A 
suitable procurement policy to further 
support the MSMEs will also be intro-
duced. Reform process will be further 
strengthened for ease of doing business. 
My Government will promote Circular 
Economy by encouraging industries to 
adopt sustainable practices and tech-
nologies that minimize environmental 
impact and waste.”

Health

“My Government is committed to pro-
viding state-of-the-art healthcare facili-
ties to the citizens of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Healthcare facilities and services in rural 
areas, focusing on maternal and child 
health, will be further improved. Critical 
care blocks will be established in dis-
tricts for strengthening of emergency 
services,” the LG said. “The health care 
sector in Jammu and Kashmir is set to 
undergo significant advancements as the 
government prioritizes the expansion of 
medical education and health services. 
This initiative aims to enhance the qual-
ity and accessibility of healthcare for the 
people of the region.” The LG said that 
his Government will focus on increasing 
MBBS, PG and Nursing seats and will add 
new tertiary care services and advanced 
courses for strengthening the health care 
facilities at tertiary level. “It is committed 
to enhancing the healthcare landscape 
in Jammu and Kashmir by focusing on 
two crucial aspects: attracting the best 
medical professionals to newly estab-
lished institutions and addressing the 
challenge of brain drain from the region. 
This approach aims to build a sustainable 
and high-quality healthcare system that 
meets the needs of the population,” he 
said.

The LG said that his government will 
focus on strengthening Primary Health 
Care services for making available medi-
cal treatment and drugs at the grass root 
level. Preventive diagnosis/ screening 
will be carried forward for timely diag-
nosis of the non-communicable diseases 
and their treatment. “Universal health 
coverage will be carried forward with 
better services for the benefit of common 
masses. My government will create a 
Chief Ministers Medical Trust for provid-
ing financial assistance to the needy for 
terminal diseases like cancer, heart and 
kidney transplants. Facilities for dialysis 
will be created at Sub-Divisional level 
to meet the rising need for it in recent 
times,” the LG said.

Drug menace

The LG said that the drug menace in 
J&K represents a complex challenge in-
tertwined with socio-economic factors 
and historical context. “Drug abuse in J&K 
has risen over the past decade, particu-
larly affecting the youth. While efforts 
have been made to combat this issue 
through law enforcement and rehabilita-
tion initiatives, the problem continues to 
remain a challenge. The overarching goal 
is to not only reduce drug dependency 
in J&K but also to create a robust system 
that addresses the root causes of drug 
abuse and fosters a supportive environ-
ment for rehabilitation and reintegra-
tion,” he said, adding that “By integrating 
law enforcement with community-based 
prevention and mental health services, 
my government is committed to build-
ing a healthier, drug-free future for its 
citizens by leading a War Against Drug 
Abuse. “

Education

“My Government is aiming to trans-
form J&K into an educational hub focus-
ing on attracting investment and employ-
ment opportunities. “The establishment 
of IIT Jammu and IIM Jammu marks a 
significant milestone in the advance-
ment of higher education in Jammu and 
Kashmir. These premier institutions are 
set to play a transformative role in nur-
turing talent, fostering innovation, and 
driving economic growth in the region,” 
the LG said, adding that “Additionally, 
the upcoming operationalization of the 
Srinagar campus of IIM Jammu from its 
dedicated building will further enhance 
access to quality management education 
in the region.”

He said that infrastructure of colleges 
and universities will be strengthened 
besides providing adequate manpower. 
“Research facilities for faculty and stu-
dents will be focused as part of National 
Education Policy 2020. Innovation/ 
Incubation and Entrepreneurship will be 
encouraged in inculcating start-up cul-
ture among the students,” he said. “My 
Government recognizes the importance 
of digital learning tools, such as smart 
classrooms, to support a modern, stu-
dent- centric educational environment. 
It will implement innovative initiatives 
of National Education Policy 2020 aimed 
to create a learner-centric, inclusive, and 
future-ready education system to ignite 
the young minds with creative poten-
tial for their holistic development and 
self-realization. This will equip the stu-
dents with the necessary competencies 

to thrive in the rapidly changing global 
landscape.”

Agriculture

The LG said that Agriculture and Allied 
sectors constitute the backbone of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s economy, engaging half of 
its workforce. “J&K has 13 lakh farmer 
families, with a substantial percentage 
belonging to economically weaker and 
marginal sections. My Government is 
committed to promote farmer’s welfare 
and enhance their income through trans-
formative initiatives that promote a sus-
tainable, organic, regenerative and ho-
listic practice for profitable agricultural 
economy,” the LG said, adding that “im-
plementation of the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme (HADP), fea-
turing 29 comprehensive projects span-
ning agriculture, horticulture, and live-
stock, will be accelerated, modernization 
and innovation will be brought in, deep 
value chains will be developed, competi-
tive advantages will be harnessed, and 
climate resilient and sustainable agricul-
ture will be promoted.”

The LG said that these initiatives will 
result in increased seed replacement 
rate, creation of adequate CA storage, 
doubling of silkworm seed production, 
cash crops diversification, saffron, me-
dicinal and aromatic plant cultivation, 
self-reliance in vegetables, oilseed pro-
duction, creation of FPOs, increase in 
honey, milk, mutton, poultry, mushroom, 
fodder and millet and nutri cereals pro-
duction. Further, clusters will be devel-
oped for milk, vegetables, meat, basmati, 
walnut, cherries and trout, etc. “Through 
this program, my government will create 
about 3 lakhs jobs and 19,000 additional 
enterprises,” he said.

Urbanization

The LG said that Urbanization is a very 
powerful engine of economic growth and 
social progress. Comprehensive urban 
planning framework that incorporates 
sustainability, cultural heritage and en-
vironmental considerations will be de-
veloped by my government to harness 
the full potential of this powerful force. 
Urban local bodies will be further em-
powered to take decisions that reflect 
community needs and priorities. “My 
government will strive to develop and 
enhance basic urban infrastructure with 
focus on strengthening governance at 
grassroots closest to the citizens, making 
them instrumental in planning and deliv-
ering various services which the people 
in urban areas aspire for,” he said.

He said that better service delivery 
and timely disposal of 40 online Urban 
Services will be ensured and these will 
be integrated with Single Window Portal. 
“All efforts will be made to further im-
prove quality and number of services. The 
Intelligent Traffic Management System 
will be strengthened. Sustainable and 
eco-friendly public transport systems, 
including electric and water transport 
will be promoted. Solid and Liquid Waste 
Management System will be strength-
ened to make UT environment friendly 
and pollution free. Affordable Housing 
will be made available to the deserving 
sections of the society,” he said.

Waterbodies

“Preservation and conservation of wa-
ter bodies is a top priority. Conservation 
of Dal Lake, Nigeen Lake and Pollution 
abatement of various rivers along with 
development of ecofriendly and sustain-
able Tourist Villages, in the surrounds 
will be taken up on priority,” the LG said

Sports

The LG said that his Government will 
strive to create world class sports infra-
structure to promote sports activities and 
to tap the constructive and creative energy 
of the Youth in sports optimally. Holistic 
development of Youth will be focused on 
to prevent youth from falling prey to anti-
social activities and drug menace.

“My Government will provide op-
portunities, facilities and counselling to 
increase the women’s participation in 
games. Women athletes have secured 
medals and appreciation at National 
and International level in the field of 
Football, martial art, etc which will be 
promoted further,” he said. “My govern-
ment will lay emphasis on organizing 
national and international sports events 
to showcase the talent of youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir and highlight the region’s 
potential at national and international 
forums.”(KNO)

J&K People
support and guidance,” he stated.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah empha-

sized the importance of the assembly in 
reflecting the aspirations of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. “The reason we are 
gathered here today is because the peo-
ple have entrusted us with their aspira-
tions, issues, and grievances,” he added. 
“We are optimistic that you will have the 
support of all members in running this 
house effectively.” In a powerful closing 
statement, the Chief Minister addressed 
the broader sentiment within the as-
sembly regarding the decision made on 
August 5, 2019.

“This assembly reflects the aspirations 
of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. The 
reality is that the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir have not endorsed the decisions 
made on August 5, 2019. If they had, the 
results would have been different. Many 
of those seated on this side (treasury 
benches) have not accepted that decision 
either,” the chief minister said as he con-
cluded his speech.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER, BATWARA
Advertisement Notice: No. 47 of 2024 

Dated:  31. 10.2024 
Subject:  Advertisement for Recruitment of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) and Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers) in Anganwadi 

Centres (Re-advertisement of 1st phase and 2nd phase 2023) of Poshan Project Batwara.
Reference:  1. Government order No 222-JK (SWD) of 2022 Dated: 30.11.2022
 2. Government Order No.103-JK (SWD) of 2023 dated: 28.04.2023
Approval has been accorded, vide letter No: 103-JK (SWD) of 2023 dated:28.04.2023(lst Phase) and letter No: SMD/ICDS/
Recruitment/2022-23/27349-52 dated; 05.09.2023(2nd Phase) for filling up of various vacancies of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) and 
Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers) in Anganwadi Centres of Poshan Project Batwara, as per the details given below:

Sr. No. Name of Project Name of Post No. of Post   

1 Batwara Konkhan Dalgate  AWW 02
AWH 15

Total
Applications are invited in the Prescribed Performa in Annexure "A" from the eligible candidates at ICDS Project Batwara (Khonkhan Dalgate 
Hotel Sahara)) for engagement as Anganwadi Worker and Anganwadi Helper on Honorarium basis for aforementioned posts of Anganwadi 
Centres. The important dates/details with regard to the posts are as under:
a) Date of commencement for submission of application 05.11.2024
b) Last date for submission of applications is 20.11.2024
c) Annexure B- Name of the Post, Location/War d , Qualification and Criteria for selection
d) Annexure C- Affidavit

ANNEXURE ‘A’
Name of POSHAN Project______________________________________
1. Name of Anganwadi Centre____________________________
2. Post applied for____________________________________
3. Name of the Candidate______________________________
4. Father’s Name____________________________________
5. Husband’s Name__________________________________
6. Residence______________________________________
7. Ward .No.______________________________________
8. Address for correspondence _________________________
9. Contact No._____________________________________
10. Date of Birth_.___________________________________
11. Age as on 01.01.2024______________________________
12. Academic Qualification:

Sr.No. Examination passed Board/University Year of Passing Marks Obtained Total Marks Percentage

13. Do the candidate belong to Retiring AWW/AWH (YES/NO)
14. Document Attached:

Date:_______________ Signature of the candidate_______________
ANNEXURE ‘B’Detall of Vacant Posts (Anganwadi Worker) along with name and location of AWC.

S..No. NAME OF ANGANWADI CENTRE Electoral WARD NO. NAME OF POST NO. OF POSTS
1 Rose Colony Shlvpora Cantonmont ward 03 AWW 1
2 Theed D Panchayat Halqa Thood D Panchward 09 AWW 1

Detail of Vacant Posts (Anganwadi Helper) along with name and location of AWC.
Sr.No. NAME OF ANGANWADI CENTRE Electoral Ward NO. NAME OF POST NO. OF POSTS

1 Jamia Musjid Kursoo Ward 07 Rajbagh AWH 1
2 Abi Guzar lalchowk Ward 06 Lalchowk  AWH 1
3 Dod Mohalla Shalimar Ward 02 Ishber   Nishat AWH 1
4 Ikhrajpora Ward 08 Ikhrajpora AWH 1
5 Mandoo Mohalla Sonwar Cantonment ward 05 AWH 1
6 Jamia Musjid Sonwar Cantonment ward 04 AWH 1
7 Sheikh Mohalla Harwan Harwan Ward 01 Anganwadi Helper 01
8 Dar Mohalla Kursu Rajbagh ward 07  Anganwadi Helper 01
9 Kursu A Rajbagh ward 07 Anganwadi Helper 01

10 Vethpara C Panthachowk Ward 05 Anganwadi Helper 01
11 Padshahibagh Ward 09 Mehjoor Nagar Anganwadi Helper 01
12 Batwara D (Cantonment)  Ward 01 Batwara Anganwadi Helper 01
13 Kati Mohalla Panchayat Halqa Khonmoh C Panch Ward No 04 Anganwadi Helper 01
14 Chopan Mohalla Panchayat Halqa Khonmoh B Panch Ward 10 Anganwadi Helper 01
15 Naginar Faqeer Gujri Panchayat Halqa Faqeer Gujri A Panch ward 06 Anganwadi Helper 01

Eligibility:

 A. For Anganwadi Workers
 1. The candidate must be domicile of the UT of J&K.
 2. Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible.
3. The candidate should be a resident of the electoral ward where Anganwadi Centre is situated. Name in the voter list for the ward shall be 

considered as the proof of residence of the candidate. In case the name of the candidate appears in the voter list along with her parents, then 
she must provide certificate of being un-married issued by the concerned Tehsildar. Where ever, there is any dispute as to residence for any 
reason, and then a residence proof certifying the ward of residence from the concerned SDM/ACR shall be considered.

4)  Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Worker shali be 10+ 2 and maximum graduation. In case no 10+2 pass candidate is available in the ward, 
10+2 pass candidate from the adjoining ward shall be considered which would require prior approval of Mission Director, Mission POSHAN.

5} In case suitable candidate is not available for adjoining ward, candidate from the nearest ward within the ward can be considered subject to the 
approval of the MD, Mission POSHAN.

6) Weight age shall be given on the basis of marks obtained in 10+2 and selection shall be done purely on merit basis and not other criteria to be 
considered.

7) In case of tie in merit of the eligible candidate, candidate with higher age will be preferred.
8) Candidate with qualification higher than graduation shall not be considered.
9) In case eligible candidate is available within the family of retiring AWWs the said candidate shall qualify for additional two percent points.
Anganwadi Helpers
1. The selection of Helper shall be restricted to the electoral ward where Anganwadi Centre is located.
2. Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible.
3. The candidate must be domicile of the UT of J&K.
4. Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Helper shall be matriculation.
5. In case no matriculate candidate available in the ward, candidates with qualification not less than 8th standard shall be considered.
6. The committee shall select the most destitute/needy married woman of the ward as helper from amongst those who fulfil the qualification 

criteria. In case no married candidate is available, unmarried candidate may be considered.
B. Document Verification
1)  The candidate who is shortlisted for Document verification will be required to appear for Document Verification along-with the original documents 

as well as self-attested Photostat copy of each document as per the Advertisement Notification. The candidate must be in possession of the 
prescribed academic qualification and other document like Domicile Certificate, on or before the last date of submission of application form.,

a) Marks sheet(s)/Diploma/Degree of the qualification prescribed for the post as per Advertisement Notification.
b) Date of Birth/Matriculate Certificate.
c) Domicile Certificate.
d) Unmarried Certificate (where required)
2) Candidates have to bring two passport size recent colour photographs and one original Photo ID proof. Photo ID Proof can be; ‘
i) Aadhaar Card
ii) Voter ID card.
3) The candidate who is supposed to furnish various certificates Issued by or before the prescribed cutoff date, shall be required to produce them 

at the time of Document Verification or as may be sought by the Committee; in case of failure, thp committee shall take necessary decision 
which shall be final.

4) ANNEXURE - C
All applicants to submit affidavit stating following facts:
1.  All Documents submitted are correct; without any mismatch, scanning, duplicate or fallacious in nature. If found incorrect or in any of the above 

stated situation the candidature of deponent may be cancelled and liable to action under law,.
2. Maximum qualification is Graduation for vacancy of Anganwadi worker and Class X for Anganwadi Helper and this Is as per facts and ones of 

proving it to be true lies with the deponent.
3. The deponent has read the HR policy no. 222-JK(SWD) of 2022 dated: 30.11.2022 and Is well versed with all salient features of the policy and 

shall be applicable to the deponent In case of selection as Anganwadi worker/ Anganwadi Helper.
No.:-CDPO/ Btw./ 2024/2049-57 Child Development Project Officer
Dated: 31/10.2024 Poshan BatwaraDIPK-7245-24

DT: 04/11/2024

 KPDCL BOOSTS POWER INFRA 

7,000 New Distribution 
Transformer Substations To Be 
Installed Across Kashmir
15,000 Km Insulated LT Cable To Be Laid, 1.5 Lakh ST Poles Also To Be Erected

KPDCL Announces Power Shutdown 
To Carry Out Repair Work

Aaquib Sultana 
Named In-Charge 
CE Distribution
SRINAGAR: The gov-
ernment on Monday 
appointed Aaquib Sul-
tana Waheed Deva as 
In-Charge for the post of 
Chief Engineer (Distribu-
tion) in Kashmir Power 
Development Corpora-
tion Limited (KPDCL).

In this regard, an offi-
cial order was issued by 
the Principal Secretary to 
the Government for PDD 
H Rajesh Prasad.

Prasad in an order said, 
“In the interest of admin-
istration and to meet the 
functional requirement, it is 
ordered that Aaquib Sultana 
Waheed Deva, I/c Superin-
tending Engineer, Procure-
ment Circle, KPDCL shall 
look after the charge of the 
post of Chief Engineer, Dis-
tribution, KPDCL in addition 
to her own duties till fur-
ther orders or till the post 
is filled up on regular basis, 
whichever is earlier.”

“The arrangement is in 
supersession of the previ-
ous order issued by the 
Managing Director, KP-
DCL,” it reads.

Health Dept To Launch Online HR Portal 
for Streamlined Transfers

Media Delegation From Hyderabad 
Call On LG Sinha

Headmaster Booked 
For Assaulting Minor 
Student In Bandipora

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Police on Monday filed a case 
against a headmaster of a government-run 
school for assaulting a minor student in 
north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.

The shocking incident came to fore after 
the parents of the 4th standard student 
Mujeeb Ahmad Lone filed a formal com-
plaint before the police alleging that their 
child was beaten up by the headmaster of 
a government primary school in the Koli 
Mohallah, causing damage to his eye with 
a stick, a local news agency KNT reported.

The report said that the alleged assault 
occurred in the classroom on Monday.

Quoting sources, the agency reported that 
the headmaster, who has a history of similar 
behavior, has been booked under sections 
115(2) and 351(2) of the law, while an FIR vide 
number 63/2024 was registered against him 
at police station Pathkoot Bandipora. The par-
ents also apprised the Chief Education Officer 
(CEO) Bandipora of the issue, the report added.

Dr. Sohan Kaul’s Novels ‘Indrim 
Zarb, Ajab Malik’ Released

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a major step 
set to transform the LT net-
work at Distribution periph-
ery, Kashmir Power Distri-
bution Corporation Limited 
(KPDCL) is in the process of 
installing 7,000 new Distri-
bution Transformer substa-
tions across Kashmir valley 
under the Centre’s premier 
Revamped Distribution Sec-
tor Scheme (RDSS).

All 13 packages under 
RDSS-LR (Loss Reduction) 
works have been awarded 
in Kashmir Division and 
are in various stages of 
completion.

In a statement issued 
here Monday, a KPDCL 
spokesperson stated that 
installation of new DT Sub-
stations shall substantially 
improve quality and reli-

ability of electricity supply 
in all 10 districts of Kashmir 
Division. “While 05 pack-
ages are being executed by 
KPDCL, 04 packages each in 
North and South Kashmir, 
are being executed by NTPC 
& PESL as PIAs, at a total 
cost of Rs 2,316 crore” he 
said, adding a large num-
ber of DT substations have 
already been erected and 
charged under the 05 RDSS 
packages in Srinagar, Bud-
gam & Baramulla districts.

While KPDCL is execut-
ing RDSS works in ED I, II 
& III Srinagar, Baramulla & 
Budgam districts, NTPC has 
ED IV Srinagar, Ganderbal, 
Bandipora districts in its 
charge. PESL is executing 
works in Pulwama, Shop-
ian, Kulgam and Anantnag 
Districts.  “Besides increas-
ing carrying capacity, these 

works shall also saturate 
consumer demands for in-
stallation of new DTs, es-
pecially in rural districts of 
Kashmir valley,” he stated.

The spokesperson fur-
ther stated that with smart 
metering works under 
RDSS to begin soon and 
installation of new steel 
tubular poles and LT-AB 
cable, KPDCL is targeting 
extension of reliable and 
quality power supply to its 
consumers, with improved 
billing efficiency and re-
duction in AT&C losses.

“While feeder metering 
of 1485 at 11 kV level has 
already started, around 
6.85 lakh consumer smart 
meters and 40,670 DT me-
ters shall also be installed 
under RDSS,” he added.

KPDCL is also targeting 
laying of 15,000 km LT-AB 

(Aerial Bunched) cable and 
1.5 lakh new steel tubu-
lar poles to transform the 
LT network at Distribution 
level. “With LT-AB cable 
installed, KDPCL shall sub-
stantially reduce AT&C loss-
es over the next 02 years, 
which shall enable the cor-
poration to provide uninter-
rupted power supply to its 
consumers,” he promised.

Urging the consumers to 
cooperate, the spokesper-
son stated that approved 
shutdowns especially on 11 
kV feeders are mandatory 
to execute RDSS-LR works. 
“KPDCL is notifying shut-
downs in advance through 
print and electronic media 
so that the consumers are 
informed beforehand. This 
is crucial to safeguard the 
lives of men working at 
sites,” he added.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir 
Power Distribution Corpo-
ration Limited (KPDCL) on 
Monday announced pow-
er shutdown in parts of 
the Valley in order to carry 
out the Stringing works in 
11 KV.

According to the Chief 
Engineer, Distribution, KP-
DCL, Lurgam feeder under 
RDSS works, the shutdown 
of 33KV Lurgam-Aripal 
Tap Line shall be observed 
due to which 33/11KV Re-
ceiving Station at Aripal 
shall remain off while the 
power supply to the Ari-
pal, Satoora, Lam, Jawar-
pora, Wagad areas will be 
affected from 10:00 AM to 
04:30 PM on 07, 09 and 12 
November, 2024.

Similarly, in order to car-
ry out Branch cutting, the 
shutdown of 33 KV HMT 
line shall be observed due 
to which 33/11KV Receiv-
ing Stations at Singhpora, 
Nihalpora, Mirgund and 
Shadipora shall remain off 
while power supply to the 
Singhpora, Nihalpora, Mir-

gund and Shadipora areas 
will be affected from 09:30 
AM to 04:00 PM on 05 No-
vember, 2024.

The shutdown of 33 KV 
Pattan-Amargrah line shall 
be observed due to which 
33/11KV Receiving Sta-
tions at Pattan, Palhallan 
and Hamray shall remain 
off while power supply to 
the Pattan, Palhallan and 
Hamray areas will be af-
fected from 09:30 AM to 
04:00 PM on 06 Novem-
ber, 2024.

The shutdown of 33 KV 
Delina-Wagoora line shall 
be observed due to which 
33/11KV Receiving Sta-
tions at Sangarama, Wa-
goora, Kreeri and Ichloo 
shall remain off while 
power supply to the San-
garama, Wagoora, Kreeri 
and Ichloo areas will be 
affected from 09:30 AM to 
04:00 PM on 07 November, 
2024.

For shifting of conduc-
tor on newly erected poles, 
the shutdown of 33 KV 
Amargrah-Arampora line 
shall be observed due to 
which 33/11KV Receiving 

Stations at Arampora, Pan-
zipora, Shercolony and Bu-
goo shall remain off while 
power supply to the Aram-
pora, Panzipora, Shercol-
ony and Bugoo areas will 
be affected from 09:30 AM 
to 04:00 PM on 05 and 07 
November, 2024.

To carry out branch cut-
ting works, the shutdown 
of 33 KV Kralpora line shall 
be observed due to which 
33/11KV Receiving Sta-
tions at Panzgam, Karen, 
Kralpora and Tanghdar 
shall remain off while the 
power supply to the Panz-
gam, Karen, Kralpora and 
Tanghdar areas will be af-
fected from 09:30 AM to 
04:00 PM on 05 & 07 No-
vember, 2024.

The shutdown of 33 
KV Hayhama line shall be 
observed due to which 
33/11KV Receiving Sta-
tions at Karhama, Trehgam 
and Hyhama shall remain 
off while the power supply 
to the Karhama, Trehgam 
and Hyhama areas will be 
affected from 09:30 AM to 
04:00 PM on 06 & 08 No-
vember, 2024.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  The Health and 
Medical Education Depart-
ment of Jammu & Kashmir 
has announced the devel-
opment of a new Online HR 
Portal to streamline trans-
fer and deputation requests 
within the department.

The portal aims to im-
prove transparency, re-
duce administrative bur-
den, and allow department 
officials to focus more on 
strategic improvements 
and patient care.

The circular numbered 

16-JK(HME) of 2024 and 
dated October 31, 2024, is-
sued by Secretary Health 
and Medical Education 
Syed Abid Rashid high-
lighted the frequent repre-
sentations and visits from 
employees, including doc-
tors, nurses, and paramed-
ics, seeking transfers and 
postings. These in-person 
requests, often made at 
the Civil Secretariat in both 
Jammu and Srinagar, have 
reportedly diverted sig-
nificant time and resources 
from core departmental 
functions.

The circular states, “It 
has been observed that the 
Health & Medical Education 
Department is continuously 
receiving multiple repre-
sentations and frequent 
visits from various doctors/
officials/nurses/paramed-
ics, etc., regarding trans-
fers/postings/deputation. 
These requests are invari-
ably made at the Civil Sec-
retariat, Jammu/Srinagar. 
This consumes significant 
departmental time and re-
sources, thereby preventing 
focus on strategic improve-
ments in the department, in 

the interest of patient care 
and in the interest of em-
ployees of the department,” 
the circular reads.

To streamline the pro-
cess, the department is 
developing an online sys-
tem through the HR Por-
tal. Until it is operational, 
employees are directed to 
submit their transfer and 
deputation requests via 
email at hmejkemployee@
gmail.com. This interim 
measure aims to minimize 
direct approaches to the 
administrative offices for 
transfer-related requests.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two new Kashmiri novels "In-

drim Zarb" and "Ajab Malik" written by the 

state's leading broadcaster, writer, drama-

tist and novelist and well-known critic Dr. 

Sohan Kaul were released Monday by the 

Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art Cul-

ture and Languages at Tagore Hall, Srinagar.

A grand ceremony was held in connection 

with the ritual unveiling of Dr. Sohanlal Koul’s 

Novels. Till now a record number of  16 novels 

of Dr. Sohanlal have been published   Dr So-

han Kaul is the only novelist of the state who 

has written so many novels.Prof Dr. Muham-

mad Zaman Azurdah presided over the func-

tion. Dr. Ayash Arif was guest of honour.

The novel Andrim Zareb is about a 

woman who faced an existential crisis. On 

her deathbed she begins to find herself as 

Pundit as such becomes a historical refer-

ence to show the anger of exile in Jammu 

by staying in the exodus camps. Hundreds 

of Pundits died from sun stroke and snake 

bites. By mental stress, many suffered 

memory loss. The main character of Novel 

lives with hope that when she returns to her 

homeland, times can change. She is looking 

for her identity until the last visit. Professor 

Bashar Bashir presented a detailed paper 

on this novel and said that it is a pathetic 

novel and true literature of exile. He fur-

ther said that Andrim Zareb is a fine novel 

determining the true picture of situation as 

well as cultural attachment. It is an idiom to 

understand life and its problems.

Dr. Sohanlal Kaul's second novel 

launched in this event was “Ajab Malik”. 

Prof. Shad Ramzan in his paper on this nov-

el said that it was a philosophical novel on 

the theme of a writer, who instills some el-

ements of resilience in characters, but later 

ends in madness because he realizes he 

can't be the creator. Professor Shad Ram-

zan described Ajab Malik as a marvelous 

novel on dealing with human questions and 

its absurd nature. This novel really pushes 

the boundaries of Kashmiri fiction as its full 

narratives and magical realism. He calls the 

novel a valuable addition.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A 10-member media del-
egation from Hyderabad, led by Qazi 
Salman, Joint Director, Press Informa-
tion Bureau Srinagar, called on Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj Sinha, at Raj 
Bhawan here on Monday.

The members of the media fraternity 
from Hyderabad who are on their visit 
to the Union Territory of J&K as part of 
the Media Outreach Programme orga-
nized by PIB will be engaging in various 
field visits and discussions over the next 
few days, gaining first-hand insights 
into the developmental projects and 

initiatives shaping the future of Jammu 
Kashmir, an official spokesperson said.

Meanwhile, Surjit Singh Slathia, 
Member of Legislative Assembly from 

Samba and Balwant Singh Mankotia, 
Member of Legislative Assembly from 
Chenani also met Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhawan on Monday.
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Australia Is Going To Be A 
Different Ball Game: Rohit
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: After India's batting 
frailties were brutally exposed in 
a 3-0 home series defeat by New 
Zealand, captain Rohit Sharma 
said it is important that his play-
ers get in the right frame of mind 
for what promises to be a chal-
lenging tour of Australia.

New Zealand became the first 
team to whitewash India at home 
in a series featuring three or more 
tests after the hosts faltered while 
chasing 147 in Mumbai on Sunday.

After being dismissed for 46 and 
156 in Bengaluru and Pune, the lat-
est capitulation left Indian great Sa-
chin Tendulkar wondering whether 
it was just poor shot selection that 
let them down or if they lacked 
preparation and match practice.

India's batters must now pre-
pare for the switch from the turn-
ing tracks on home soil to the 
pace and bounce of Australian 
pitches, with the opening Test in 
Perth looming on November 22.

"We do talk a lot about the 
game but sitting with every in-
dividual and telling them what 
needs to be done or how they 
need to get their mindset right 
is going to be challenging," Rohit 
told reporters.

"They come with a certain 
mindset, certain thinking about 

their own games. It has given 
them success in the past. But we 
all understand Australia is going 
to be a different ball game."

The 37-year-old added that 
it would be crucial to create the 
right atmosphere for those play-
ers who have not yet experienced 
the intensity of a test in Australia.

"For the young players who 
haven't been there before, it'll be 
important to create an environ-
ment where they are comfort-
able and aren't intimidated by 
where they're playing and who 
they're playing against," he said.

"It's important that from our 
side, we keep telling them that 
it's another place to play cricket."

India will prepare for the se-

ries with three days of match 
simulations after scrapping a 
practice game.

"We'll be training at WACA, 
which is close to Optus (Perth 
Stadium) where you have that 
bounce and carry," added Rohit, 
who said he is still unsure about 
playing the first match due to 
personal reasons.

"Hopefully, we can use the 
three days perfectly and maxi-
mise how much ever we can 
from our point of view."

India, who beat Australia away 
in 2018-19 and 2020-21, play five 
matches Down Under this time 
around and need to win four of them 
to reach a third successive World Test 
Championship final next year.

'Didn't Expect Clean 
Sweep Even In Our 
Wildest Dreams'
Press Trust of India

F
ormer captain Daniel Vet-
tori termed New Zealand's 
3-0 Test series win on In-

dian soil as his country's great-
est achievement while ex-batter 
Ross Taylor said he did not think 
of a clean sweep even "in our 
wildest dreams".

India suffered a humiliating 
series whitewash after losing the 
third match by 25 runs to New 
Zealand in Mumbai on Sunday, 
the first time in their Test history, 
which goes back to 1933.

New Zealand had come to In-
dia after being thrashed 0-2 by a 
Sri Lankan team that is in transi-
tion. The Black Caps were also 
without their biggest batting 
star, Kane Williamson, thanks to 
injury.

"The expectation for any tour-
ing team that goes to India on 
these types of wickets is that it's 
going to be incredibly difficult. 
We understand the challenge 
and in a lot of ways it's just how 
are you going to compete against 
them.

"... given the history with two 
Test match wins in almost 80 
years and a lot of trying. You have 
to go back to the great Sir Rich-
ard Hadlee's era, and he could 
only get one win," Vettori, a spin 
great, was quoted as saying by 
ESPNCricinfo.

"So for this team to come here 
and get that first one and then to 
win a series is probably New Zea-
land cricket's greatest."

Taylor, a former batting star, 
is in awe of the New Zealand 
team after the historic Test series 
sweep in India.

"I think the way they played 
throughout the whole series 
… I think we hoped more than 
thought we were going to win. 
But a clean sweep - think it still 
hasn't quite sunk in among the 
New Zealand public, probably for 
the players as well.

"After winning the first Test 
(in Bengaluru), it gave the team 
as well as the public some be-

lief, but I don't think even in our 
wildest dreams we imagined 
a clean sweep and such a con-
vincing performance from Tom 
(Latham), Gary and the boys.

"This has to be the greatest 
New Zealand series win in Test 
cricket. No one has done it. South 
Africa have won a two-match se-
ries 2-0, but 3-0 in India, I don't 
think anyone could see this at the 
start. So this surpasses the 2-1 
Test victory in the '80s against 
Australia."

Asked how New Zealand 
pulled off the amazing feat, Tay-
lor said, "Obviously, you come 
to India after being completely 
outplayed in Sri Lanka, probably 
only the players in that dressing 
room and the support staff gave 
themselves a chance ... But a New 
Zealand team that's got their 
backs against the wall is a pretty 
dangerous side.

"You need a little bit of luck 
as well. Bengaluru was a good 
toss to lose. And then winning 
the toss in the next two Tests (in 
Pune and Mumbai) after New 
Zealand knew they are likely to 
play on turners after India went 
down in the first Test was signifi-
cant."

For former express pacer 
Shane Bond too, it was not dif-
ficult to acknowledge it as the 
best result ever result for New 
Zealand in Test cricket.

"No other team has come and 
done what New Zealand have. 
When you talk to all the teams 
about touring India, it almost 
seems like mission impossible. 
Even the great Australian team 
came there and couldn't win.

"So for NZ to have won 3-0, I 
know they've made World Cup 
finals and would have loved to 
have won an ODI World Cup, 
but I think in terms of red-ball 
cricket, alongside the WTC (title 
win), this is far and away the best 
series result ever.

"I don't think anyone, any-
where, especially at home, 
thought we could win this series, 
let alone a 3-0 sweep."

DPS Srinagar 
Clinches Inter-School 
Basketball Trophy
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Delhi Public School 
Srinagar has won the prestigious 
Second BML Champions Annual 
Welfare Trust Silver Rolling Inter-
School Basketball Trophy, hosted 
by Birla Open Minds Internation-
al School, Pampore. The school 
made a clean sweep, winning 
both the boys’ and girls’ catego-
ries, defeating Birla School in the 
thrilling final matches.

The tournament brought to-
gether the top eight school teams 
from the valley, showcasing 
exceptional talent and sports-
manship. In the boys’ category, 
Mohammad Nisar earned the 
title of the highest scorer of the 

tournament, and Muqtida Rehm-
an was honoured as the player 
of the final match. Noorain was 
recognized as the best shooter of 
the tournament, and Anika was 
named player of the tournament 
for her outstanding performance.

The boys’ team secured their 
victory over Birla Open Minds 
International School, Pampore, 
with a close score of 45-39, while 
the girls’ team celebrated their 
win with a score of 29-20 against 
Life School Charar-i-Sharief.

This commendable achieve-
ment highlights the dedication 
and skills of the students of DPS 
Srinagar, Shafaq Afshan, the 
Principal complimented the stu-
dents and said.

Wednesday Promises 
Exciting Matchups In 
Srinagar Premier League
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Downtown Heroes 
FC and Real Kashmir FC will 
both be in action on Wednesday 
at TRC Stadium. The two teams 
will play their respective league 
games of 2024 Srinagar Premier 
League on the day, District Foot-
ball Association Srinagar an-
nounced Monday.

Downtown will take on Jhe-
lum FC in the first game of the 

day, which will kick off at 2:00 
PM. The second game will see 
Real Kashmir (Reserves) take on 
Sports Council Football Acad-
emy. The contest will kick off at 
4:30 PM, as per a DFA Srinagar 
schedule.

In their previous game, 
Downtown Heroes defeated 
Northall United 5-0. Musharaf 
and Aaditya Mahajann scored 
two goals while Mehran Dar 
scored one.

J&K Carrom Association  
Announces Federation Cup Trials

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Carrom Association on Sun-
day announced selection trials 
for the upcoming 29th All India 
Federation Cup Carrom Tourna-
ment for the 2024-25, scheduled 
from January 5 to January 8, 2025, 
at Nellore Club, Dargamitta, Nel-
lore, Andhra Pradesh. The na-
tional-level ranking tournament 
is organised by the All India Car-
rom Federation and hosted by the 
Andhra State Carrom Association 

in collaboration with the Nellore 
District Carrom Association.

“All interested players (men 
and women), as well as schools, 
colleges and institutions, are in-
vited to register at Carrom Hall,  
Srinagar Sports Club (SKISC 
Srinagar) to undergo the selec-
tion and screening process for 
participation in this 29th Fed-
eration Cup. This is an excel-
lent opportunity to represent 
Jammu and Kashmir and show-
case our region's finest carrom 
talents on a national platform,” 

the association said in a press 
release.

“To ensure a smooth registra-
tion process, please submit en-
tries via email jkcarrom@gmail.
com by November 12, 2024, with 
the following details: Name, 
Parentage, Date of Birth, School, 
Address, District, and Contact 
Number. All participants are also 
advised to carry valid original ID 
proof.

“For more information, please 
contaesict us at 9906767529 or 
9070000093,” it added.


