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Study Finds Loss Of Smell Linked With Inflammation In 140 Conditions

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: A loss of smell --
once a telltale sign of COVID-19
-- has been linked with inflam-
mation in nearly 140 medical
conditions, including those
related to ageing and meno-
pause, and therefore, could be
an early sign of neurological
and bodily diseases, according
to a study.

Researchers said the results
highlighted the role that our
sense of smell plays in maintain-
ing physical and mental health.

"The data are particularly in-
teresting because we had
previously found
that  olfactory
(smell-related)
enrichment can

University of California-
Irvine, US, and lead au-
thor of the study pub-
lished in the journal
Frontiers in Molecular
Neuroscience, said.

improve the "We now know that
memory of older pleasant scents can de-
adults by 226 per [, crease inflammation,
cent,” Michael 4 potentially pointing
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We Must All
Accept That

'5 Years of UT Era
of Peace, Prosperity
& Development'

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha Thursday said that
J&K is a Union Territory and that
reality must be accepted by all.

Sinha was addressing the J&K
UT Foundation Day celebrations
in Srinagar.

In his address, the Lt Governor
congratulated and extended his
felicitations to the people of
Jammu Kashmir on the occasion.
He extended his gratitude to ev-
ery section of the society, Police,
Security Forces, Administrative
apparatus and all stakeholders
for their contribution to J&K's
progress and working tirelessly
for a secure and prosperous
Union Territory.

“It is a reality that J&K is a
UT today and members have
taken oath and affirmed their
true faith and allegiance to the
Constitution. When it becomes
a state, we will definitely cel-
ebrate statehood day. The Prime
Minister and Home Minister
have assured that statehood will
be given at an appropriate time,”

Slams Politicians
For Missing
Foundation Day

““ ’
enat e

the LG said.

He criticised the politicians
who did not attend the Union
Territory Foundation Day, say-
ing it reflected their "dual
character.”

"l am seeing that those who
took oath as MLA of a Union
Territory and often refer to the
Constitution of India (are not
here),"” Sinha said in his address
at the UT's fifth Foundation Day.

The National Conference did
not attend | More on P10

UT Foundation Day
'Black Day': J&K Parties

Party (PDP) Thursday said the Union Territory

N ational Conference (NC) and People's Democratic

Foundation Day was a "black day" for the people
of Jammu and Kashmir. J&K Congress president Tariq
Hameed Karra also termed the UT foundation day as a
"black day" and said that expecting the people to cel-
ebrate it is "asking for too much". | More on P10

J&K BANK IS ONE OF THE GREATEST

«

Leon said.

The findings could have im-
plications for addressing symp-
toms and possibly reducing on-
set of certain disease by treating
one's sense of smell, which can
often precede ageing-related
conditions such as Alzheimer's
and Parkinson's diseases, the
researchers proposed.

For the study, the research-
ers tracked 139 medical condi-
tions related to both a loss of
smell and heightened inflam-
mation, thereby uncovering
insights into a route shared

between the two symptoms.

Given that linking a loss of
smell with a wide range of dis-
orders is complex, tracking down
studies for several medical con-
ditions was difficult, Leon said.

Majority of the studies the
team looked at (9,000) per-
tained to long Covid's loss of
smell, while close to 2,000
looked at olfactory loss due to
ageing-related memory loss.
About 3,900 studies explored
loss of smell in menopause
and 3,500 pertained to loss of
smell in depression.

"Olfactory loss accompanies
at least 139 neurological, somat-
ic, and congenital/hereditary
conditions," the authors wrote.

"Mechanisms that may
underlie the connections be-
tween medical conditions and
olfactory loss include inflam-
mation as well as neuroana-
tomical and environmental
factors, and all 139 of the med-
ical conditions listed here are
also associated with inflam-
mation,” they wrote.

The findings about how re-
habilitating | More on P10

J&K Records
74% Deficit
Rainfall In October

Agencies

Srinagar: After deficient rain-
fall in Monsoon, Jammu and
Kashmir has yet again re-
corded the scarcity of rains
in the month of October with
the Meteorological depart-
ment (MeT) revealing the
deficit of 74 per cent precipi-
tation in this month.

As per the data, Kargil in
Ladakh and Shopian in J&K
have recorded 100 per cent
deficit rainfall in the month
of October.

The data prepared by the
local MeT department here
has revealed that the major-
ity of districts have recorded
a large deficit rainfall in this
month while five districts
including Doda, Jammu,

TURNAROUND SUCCESS STORIES OF
THE UT. In 2019-20, the bank has reported

Kathua, Kupwara and Reasi
have recorded deficit rainfall.

a loss of Rs.1139 Cr. It reported a profit of Rs. 1700
Crin the year 2023-24. In the current FY, J&K Bank
clocked Rs. 991 Cr in profit, he added."

In Srinagar, the summer
capital of J&K, the precipita-
tion of only 2.6 mm was re-
corded against

J&K CM Took Oath Under
Constitution For First Time: PM

Observer News Service
Srinagar:  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi said on

Thursday that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir have deci-
sively turned away from ‘sepa-
ratism and terrorism, instead
embracing democracy through
the power of their vote’.

He said that for the first time
in 70 years, the chief minister
of Jammu and Kashmir has
taken oath on the Constitution

He was addressing a gath-
ering near the iconic Statue
of Unity at Ekta Nagar in
Gujarat’s Narmada district
after paying floral tributes
to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

on the birth anniversary of
India’s first Home Minister.
Since 2014, Sardar Patel’s
birth anniversary has been
celebrated on October 31 as

‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’, or
National Unity Day.

Referring to the abrogation
of Article 370, PM Modi said it
stood as | More on P10

Can't
Compromise

An |I'|Ch On Our defending the country. India's enemies "see the end of their sinister
plans" when they see the Indian armed forces, he said at Sir Creek in
Gujarat's Kutch district, as he kept up his tradition | More on P10

Borders: PM

Kashmir
School Timings
Changed

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Director of School
Education Kashmir (DSEK)
Thursday ordered a change
in school timing for Kashmir
division with effect from
November-01.

DSEK in an order said that the
schools within Srinagar munici-
pal limits shall have a school time
of 10:00 am to 3:00 pm in all gov-
ernment and private schools.

It also said that the educa-
tional institutes outside mu-
nicipal limits of Srinagar and
other areas of Kashmir province
shall have a timing of 10:30 am
to 03:30 pm.

“All the concerned institu-
tions must strictly adhere to
order and instructions and any
deviation in this regard will be
taken seriously,” it reads.

CM Wishes
People On Diwali

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today extended heart-
felt greetings to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir on the joy-
ous occasion of Diwali.

Taking to the microblogging
site X, he shared, “Wishing ev-
eryone celebrating today a very
happy Diwali. May the light of
all the lamps fill our lives with
good health, happiness, and
success.” He expressed his hope
that the festival of lights would
bring peace and prosperity to
every household in the region.

p

rime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday said India cannot
compromise on even an "inch" of land on its borders, add-
ing the people believe in the strength of its armed forces for

Israeli Raids
In Lebanon Kill
6 Medics

Agencies

Beirut: At least six health work-
ers have been killed in Israeli
attacks in southern Lebanon
as Israel has bombarded ar-
eas around the ancient eastern
Lebanese city of Baalbek for a
second day after issuing forced
evacuation orders.

“Enemy aircraft launched
four strikes on the village of
Douris and the surroundings of
the city of Baalbek,” Lebanon’s
National News Agency (NNA)
reported on Thursday.

Lebanon’s Ministry of Health
said the six medics were killed
and four others were wounded
in multiple Israeli attacks. It
said Israeli forces hit a gather-
ing point for civil defence work-
ers, killing four medics. Two
other medics were killed in two
more separate incidents.

There was another attack in
the town of Salaa, which de-
stroyed an ambulance, but the
paramedic operating it “mirac-
ulously survived”, it said.

“The international commu-
nity’s silence regarding this
brutality is unjustified at a time
when voices must be raised to
restore humanitarian laws and
put an end to the machine of
brutality that | More on P10

BJP MLA Devender Rana

Passes Away

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Business tycoon and
BJP politician Devender Singh
Rana has passed away in Delhi,
sources close to the family said.

Rana, the founder of JamKash
Vehicleads, had won the
Nagrota assembly seat with the
highest margin ever and was
expected to be the Legislative
Party leader within a few days.

Rana was not well for a long
time and had lost a lot of weight
in the last six months. He had
undergone a procedure in the
recent past also.

Devender Rana has had an
interesting journey in politics.
He won the Nagrota assembly
constituency in Jammu district
in December 2014 on a National
Conference ticket, the lone can-
didate from the party to score a
victory in the region then

Brother of Jitendra Singh,

o |
Union MoS in the PMO, Rana was
once a close associate of Omar
Abdullah. But he quit NC in 2021.

Rana won the Nagrota seat
in the Jammu and Kashmir as-
sembly election 2024 by defeat-
ing his closest rival, Joginder
Singh of the Jammu & Kashmir
National Conference (JKNC), by
30,472 votes.

In the 2014 assembly elec-
tions, he was the richest contes-
tant by his own declaration.

Rana was | More on P10

Ruhullah & Parra Battle It
Out On X Over Article 370

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar Member of
Parliament and senior JKNC
leader, Aga Ruhullah Mehdi,
in an online debate, confront-
ed inquiries from PDP leader
Waheed Parra regarding his par-
liamentary conduct on restora-
tion of Article 370, the liquor
bill, and actions against laws
such as the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) and the
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA).

Waheed Parra raised several
points on X, questioning Aga
Ruhullah Mehdi’s actions since
the abrogation of Article 370
on August 5, 2019.

He asked why Ruhullah did
not propose a resolution in
Parliament to condemn the
abrogation, stating that such
a move would have been a

significant gesture in response
to the change in Jammu and
Kashmir's  political ~ status.
Parra also inquired why Aga
Ruhullah introduced a bill to
restrict liquor sales in Jammu
and Kashmir instead of a bill fo-
cused on restoring Article 370.
He suggested that proposing
a restoration bill could have
opened a dialogue on a critical
issue affecting the region.
Parra further criticized the
NC leader for not pushing for
legislation aimed at curbing
the misuse of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA). He pointed out that
UAPA has faced criticism for its
role in prolonged detentions
without trial. He noted that
with support from the INDIA
alliance, there could be an op-
portunity to provide relief to
those affected | More on P10

HC Directs Hassle-free Movement Of
Ambulances In J&K, Ladakh

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of
J&K and Ladakh has directed
Chief Secretaries and Director
Generals of Police (DGPs) of
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
to develop a mechanism in
consultation with the Health
Department for hassle-free
movement of ambulances in
both the UTs.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Tashi Rabstan and
Justice Puneet Gupta passed
the direction while closing a
Public Interest Litigation filed
by White Globe NGO in 2018
through senior Advocate Syed
Faisal Qadri for upgradation of
basic structures of ambulance
as per European standards
and importantly enduring
coordination between differ-
ent government Departments

particularly traffic department
and health department for
hassle free movement and pas-
sage of ambulances and saving
precious lives.

In April last year, the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh
had appointed Divisional
Commissioner ~ Kashmir as
‘nodal officer’ for filing report
regarding upgradation of basic
structures of ambulances and
for ensuring their hassle-free
passage in Kashmir Valley.

The Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, accordingly, on the
basis of the inputs received
from various departments in-
cluding the office of the Mission
Director, National Health
Mission (NHM), J&K; Director
Health Services Kashmir, and
Regional Transport Officer,
Kashmir, filed a “comprehen-
sive affidavit” on 22 February
this year before the Court.

“It is stated that on the ba-
sis of the report of the Mission
Director, the National Health
Mission, J&K, has undertaken
an initiative of J&K Emergency
Medical Services under Public
Private Partnership (PPP Mode)
since 24 March, 2020 with
BVG India Pvt. Limited,” the
court observed, adding, “It is
further submitted that, as per
the report of the Directorate of
Health Services. | More on P10
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION GANDERBAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

We the following members of Sheikh ul aalam calligraphy
& cultural organization intends to Re-registar our society
under Act 1860 if any person having any objection in this body

Public Notice

| have changed the name of my son from (Old name) Syed
Umaiq Andrabi S/o Syed Riyaz Ahmad to (New name) Syed
Shayan Andrabi S/o Syed Riyaz Ahmad . in future he will be

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED o - known, s Syed shayan Andatd S/o Sy iz Ahmed i
1. Mohammad Hussain Bhat anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file
email: exengineerl2@gmail.com 2. Shabir Ahmad Bhat his/her obiection in the office of the principal Valen Teens
3.Ruqaya Akhter School Ratnipora within a period of seven days from the date
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 4. Mohammad Magbool bhat of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be
5. Mohammad Amin Bhat entertained.
For and on behalf of the Managing Director, KPDCL Jammu and Kashmir UT, e-Tenders (In Two Cover System) are hereby invited from 6. Abdul Rahim Bhat
OEM’s, Authorized Dealers & Service providers, registered (A- Class) Electric Contractors registered with J&K Government, Central 7. Tahir Ahmad bhat Syed Riyaz Ahmad
Public Works Department, Railways and other state/central governments for "Stal:ilization_improvement of 33KV Potushai Ajar, If any person having any objection related to this body so F/0 Syed Shayan Andrabi (DOB: 03-02-2014)
Potushai Nadihal and Potushai Aloosa Line of STD Ganderbal under Capex Budget”. contact within 7 days from the publication of this notice R/o0 Ratnipora Pulwama laa
Important Dates and Events register societies of Kashmir ,after 7 days we will not consider
any objection.
-NITN TD/ BL/] f2 242 Dated: 25 10-24 ‘ P . .
5 GBL/16.0 Q 5 Date _ - . Chasl‘&nggg Public Notice
g g m . .
Date & Tlme of downloadlng of Standard BIddInE Document 5- 10 2024 18: 00 Hours J My name has been wrongly spelled in my Aahdaar Card as Ab Rehim
B Pandith while my correct name is Ab Rahim Pandith which needs to be
(o Clarifications end date 9-10-2024. 16.00 Hours ;orrezl;t_edt..lf a[‘V%‘:dV has anygbizsti‘)" 'Tht'his regar(:ihef/ she m(ajy filefhis/
D e-Bid submission (start) date & time (Submission of e-bidder fee, EMD  [25-10-2024:10:00 Hours i H H er objection in the concernec ofrice within a period ot seven days from
and otthsunpgﬂ(mgdo)mmgnts in PI(DF/XLS) ’ Offlce Of the EXECUtlve Mag|5trate the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be
E e-Bid submission (end) date & Time 13-11-2024:14:00 Hours 1st Class Narbal Budgam entertained.
F Online Commercial and Technical e-Bid opening date & Time 15-11-2024:14:00 Hours T i
o p ¢ " - - - " " . . ele Fax 01951-260-276 Pin Code 193401 . . . :
G Online financial e-Bid opening date & time (Only of the technically quali- |Will be communicated to the Technically Quali- s? Rlahmll Pand&th S/0 Mohd Ismail Pandith b
i i . . 0 Mughama Kunzer m
v fied bidders _ o hed Bldders : ST Gandart Notice For General Public 8 g
I Cost of e-Bid document INR 500. 00 (Rupees Five Hundred only) I tis hereby notified that the applicant namely Mohammad . ) )
'Should be in Shape of Tr hallan to govt h 1in favor of Ex Engineer STD rbal v . pp y Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Amount of Earnest Money Deposit Rs.15730 /= Altaf Rather S/o AliMohammad Rather R/o0 Jawahar Pora . .
I ; i : _— Executive Magistrate Ist Class
K Estimated amount Rs 7.87 lakhs Rate Contract Narbal tehsil Narbal District Budgam had applied for the issu - h > .
L Deliver Completion Period 30 Days ance of Death Certificate of his father namely Ali Mohammad Subject: Issuance of Registration orders in respect of
Status of Funds vailable Rather S/0 Abdul Rahim Rather . The applicant intends to delayed Death
N Validity offer 180 days from the date of opening of price register the DOD of his father as16-02-2013 Public Notice
tender. The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/Block
o W i . . In this connection, if anybody having any objection Development Officer Lolpora) has submitted a case file pertaining to
The ten_der document can be downloaded from website Jktenders.gqv.ln Corrlgendurp, if any, \gvou_ld appear only onthe jktenQers.gov. regarding the same he/she may contact office of the under- Birth/death of Ab Rehman Shah S/o0 Late Mohd Yaseen Shah R/o Igbal
in website. Sale of physical tender document is not applicable. No price shall be submitted offline in any form. Bidder can modify his signed within seven (07) days, after which no objections shall Colony Pattan Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla with verified date of event
bid before last date of submission of online bid. After the last date of submission of online bid, no claim of bidder shall be entertained. be entertained ’ (death) as 15-10-2023 occurred at Home In this connection, if anybody
' E tive Magistrate Ist Cl having any objection to the issuance of said registration may contact
Xecutive Magistrate SN gssll this office within seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be
; ; arba tertained
No: STD/GBL/Ts/654-60 Executive Engineer, . en : . )
STD Gan%erbai Dated: 31-10-2024 Executive Magistrate 1st Class
DIPK-NB-2088/24 bmg fko_r Naib Tehsildar Pattan
Date: 31-10-2024
year 2024-25 Pampore Meej, Via Panchayat Lalpora
emergency basis by | Hari & Parigam. Chatlam Road Incl.Interior Roads Of 8.00
. . . way of Show Chatlam And Konibal Wuyan Road
Government of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir Searance (Stage
contract-7) for the | Hari Dadoo Road 350 Androsa To Konibal Road 3.00
- = - 2024-25
Office Of The Executive Engineerji e
IR Kachachkote And Kaigam. 250 Office Approaches. 10.00
H H H - Interior Roads At Buchoo, Saimoh Restoration of road Interior Roads At Naibasti 150
Ivision Awantipora |
Incl Kamla Jurisdiction of PW "7 i Roads At Tral.(Balance
(RnB) Sub-Division Length) ) 14.00
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS TRl ey |
basis by way of ’
Snow clearance Mti Link,Bhss Link,Alchemy Link 2.00
NIT No:76/EEA/RNB/of 2024-25/5839-49 Dated: 25/10/20 Saimoh To Gujjarbasti 300 (Stage contract-14)
m | : ; for the year 2024-
25 Bajwani Sikhbasti Road 150
X Dadsara Nowdal Road 175
E-tenders (In single cover system) from qualified contractors ocsare Noncared Degree College Tral Premises 050
registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Dadasara Lariyar Road 2.00 LR Pinglish 150
Governments are invited for Snow Clearance (Stage-wise) on a Percentage Rate basis for Arampora Khankah Road 150 Restoration of road | Reshipora Hafoo Road 2,00
surface under the
a contract period of one year that may be extended to three years depending on the jurisdiction of PW )
p y y ¥ p g ) Enterfor Roads AT Amlar / Newpora 50 (RnB) Sub-Division | Interior Roads At Ratsuna 120
. Restoration of road TRAL on emergenc 5000 DEE fo AAY 500
performance of the successful bidder. surface under the basis by way of v gt o e o 1180
é::é;"“é;";‘gli‘?in Interior Roads Chandrigam. 2,00 oo 5000 SEE 10 AAY 500 o et %)
Stage i for the year 2024- | Tral Arigam Takiya Road 4.00
name of work Name of the Road Road length | Length in Earnest Closs of the mender aon Lalgam Pirnar Aaligund Road Incl »
Stage No. KMs Meney Contractor | Document Cost "““9:’:7' basis by Iniriors 9 : 425 Ir Laribal Including Shikargah
way of Snow Dankard Road With Army Camp. 150
Interior Roads At Awantipora. 4.00 zle;‘:rull\;e- B()S ;aze'h -
Restoration of road . — Y‘;ﬂ:‘; o024 z; ® | Noorpora Pirnar Road. 050 Tddgah Road At Midoora. 090
surface under the nterior Roads At
jurisdiction of PW | Awantipora.(Balance Length) 900 LR Hurdimir And Amirabad. 4.00 Restoration of road | ol st Tedbal roadat
(RnB) Sub-Division sur'fac; under the ulshanpora Tral. 4.00
Awantij . L of PW
,,M,‘g,,wypo ::s:: by link road to Knajinag 060 18.60 5000 DEE to AAY 500 Interior Roads At Dadasara. 4.00 RnB) Sub-Division Interior roads at Pastuna. 2,00
TRAL on emergency 5000 DEE fo AAY 500
{ v ‘?;‘:W Degree college Awantipora Road 0.50 basis by way of °e
clearance age . . | Ir Mide Incl. Crpf Link 4.00
contract-1) for the Restoration of road Interior Roads At Pampore. 29.75 (5;:;: ::::::;_16) r Midoora Incl. Crpf Linl
2024-25 for the 2024- .
year Bahoo Rajpora road with allied Links 450 j.f:.ifﬁ;:,",.di? :“; Trrerior Roads AT Pampore.(Balance - Jor the year Midoora Shahabad Road 450
(RnB) Sub-Division lenth) :
Interior Roads Jawbara. 3.50 Pampore on 650 5000 DEE to AAY 500 Naner Link And Khangund Link 150
:,':ergfe'::o:“'s by | Befina Balhama Road Tncl. Allied Links 5,50 Restoration of road | Chewa Chankitar Road. Machama Road 350
Link Road To Faisal Colony Jawbrara 140 Y surface under the
clearance (Stage P Vechnambal Zaf ; jurisdiction of PW
contract-9) for the | "ampore Yechnambal Zatron colony 250 (RnB) Sub-Division | Batnoor Interior Links. 050 1440 5000 DEE to AAY 500
Link Road To New Colony Jawbrara 170 year 2024-25 via vallley model school TRAL on emergency
';:i': EL;‘:;:": Batnoor To Batnoor Bala Link 1.00
. Link Road To Polic Lines At Jawbara. 2.00 Restoration of road | Samboora Hatiwara Via Alochibagh 2.50
Restoration of road surface under the (Stage contract-17)
j:r:fszci;iuo':\di; IT:\‘; Interior Roads Of Lethpora Incl. 600 Jurisdiction of PW Interior Roads Of Samboora, Alochi 570 for the year 2024- | High School Link At Shitlan 150
. -Divisii . . 2!
(erzms:;:o-:ivoi:ion Lethpora Pethpora 24.40 5000 DEE to AAY 500 g::\?a:; Division | Bagh And Hatiwara st 5000 DEE to AAY 500 ° Interior Roads At Mandoora, 2.00
;. : emergency basis by - :
‘"":j:’f’f’ ;ﬁfj by ::;::;:;:f:d Junction At 2.80 way of Snow Karnabal Link Road 1.00 Interior Roads Of Panner. 060
clearance (Stage clearance fgmfge h Pinglish Panner Road Including
°°";::::§; fer 1 | barsoo Link read Loop. 3.00 ;:::r;f;z}_z)s or the | Samboora Bugbagh Link. 130 Nigeenpora Link 530
Barsoo to Police Traning (CTC) 3.00 ;nf:rior Roads Of Kadlabal Across 3.00 o Interior roads of Lurow and Lurgam 4.00
ridge surface under the Khasil
surface . ipora Dankard Road 120
Interior roads Barsoo 1.00 ) J:";d'cm"_of. Pw
Link road from Galander to SLWM 2.00 (RnB) Sub-Division |7\ 1 lq Panzoo Road Including
TRAL oy o™ | Nadar Link 250 1020 5000 DEE fo AAY 500
Restoration of road | Bederwan Karewa Road 2.50 Railway Link Pampore Incl. Hp Botling 350 (55"::;:'::::::'_18) Kuchmullo Batagund. 150
surface under the Plant At Pampore for the year 2024~
Jjurisdiction of PW Lajura Malangpora Road 5.00 25
(®RnB) Sub-Division Patalbagh Link Road Incl 100 Monghama Dankard Road 100
Awantipora on Khaday Pora Karewa Road i/c Interior 150 Mohammadiay Yateem Trust ) Khangund o Sofigund road incl.
emergency basis by | Roads Khandaypora i/c Jungle Nard ) 1160 5000 DEE to AAY 500 banimgund link 100
way of Snow Patalbagh to begibugh via srinagar 280
clearance (Stage Khandaypora Karewa Road 110 international school : Satoora Dragad and IR Satoora. 3.50
contract-3) for the
year 2024-25 Wakherwan Karewa Road 150 Interior Roads At Khrew 12.00 surface er | Tterer roads A 060
ion of PW
Gulzarpora Link Road 2,50 Restoration of road | IMerior Roads Of Wuyan Including 650 '(E:":l). :iu:mfr":::;: Besntpora link and army camp 100 1200 5000 DEE to AAY 500
surface under the Wuyan Banglapora o clecren iy Tnterior Roads of dharamgund 130
R . Tnterior Roads At Beighpora i/c o Snow clearance 9 -
estoration of road . 1.00 Jur of PW (Stage contract-19)
surface under the | Batpora Beighpora Raod (RnB) Sub-Division | Wuyan Shalwani Road 435 for the year 2024- | 130
Jurisdiction of PW Pampore on 5000 DEE to AAY 500 2 veren ’
(RnB) Sub-Division | Inferior Roads At Ghat Tokina, ncy basis b 3885
Awantipora on Dogripora And Reshipora Incl. Allied 10.00 2150 5000 DEE to AAY 500 :r:zrgfz S:ow Y Zintrag Nagander Sathpukran Incl, Wagad Gadpora road. 3.00
emergency basis by | Links cher'ance (Sta Khrew Bathen With Interior Links Of 10.00
way of Snow 9e i Interior roads of Dar Ganie Gund 0.30
) contract-11) for the | Ismail Colony Sathukran g
clearance (Stage ior Roads Of Panzgam 500
contract-4) for the | TTerior Roa 9 i year 2024-25 T T g a T S e iy erorTe e b
year 2024-25 Khrew To Baddalow Road i/c Allied e Bi ‘?g locuments nnsls»lrago qualifying information, e‘|g| ility cri enz:, Spe‘m 1j:a1|0ns, (if any), Bill of quan m»es
Dogripora Kawani road with interior Links 6.00 (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be from the website
roads of Kawani 3.00 www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-
Ladho Nagbal Teevan Sahab 1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 25/10/2024
Restoration of road | Wandakpora Puchal Road 250 Gujjarbasti Ir'\CI Allied Links 5.00 2. Period of of bidding docum From  26/10/2024 10:00 A.M.
surface under the ! 3. Bid Start Date 26 /10/2024 from 10.00 AM
Jjurisdiction of PW P Cherat to hip Ladhoo Mandakpal Incl. Ladhoo To 4. Bid End Date 04/11/2024 upto 4.00 P.M
(RnB) Sub-Division | cherat 173 ' 275 05/11/2024 at 11.00 A.M in the Office
Awantipora bon - 923 5000 DEE to AAY 500 Batapora 5. | Date &time of opening of Bids (Online) of the Executive Engincer R&E Div.
emergency basis by 3 .
way sf Snow Interior Roads Of Padgampora. 3.00 Restoration of road | Ladhoo To Naimesahab Incl, Allied : - Awantipora
clearance (Stage surface under the Links, Interior Roads Of Mandakpal 750 2 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date
contract-5) for the | Interior Roads Of Wandakpora 2.00 Jjurisdiction of PW And Mandakpal Shar Road and the Bid End date) dep d in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive Engineer
year 2024-25 (RnB) Sub-Division R&B Division Awantipora (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.
Awanpora Link road. 1.00 Ksmpene on . Shar Shooting Lodge To Baddlow Incl. 39.75 5000 DEE to AAY 500
z'""gfz"scy basis BY | ¢ nal Road 5.00 3 All bidders are required to submit bid security or earnest money for an amount of Rs.5000/= at the time of tendering
Interior Chersoo(Bal Length) 250 ;:‘fw:nce"‘(’;’mge in the form of CDRs, FDRs, or BGs pledged to the authority responsible for receiving bids,( Executive Engineer R&B Div.
Restoration of road contract-12) for the | Shar Wahabsahb Road, Shar Awantiporain this case Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora. In strict accordance with the Government’s circular
surface under the 2024.25 Gujjarbasti Road,Shar Batapora With and other instructions as required, the successful bidder will be required to provide performance security in the amount
jurisdiction of pw | [TTeor Roods AT Larmooh. 100 year €024 Allied Links Inferior Roads OF Sh 13.00 of Rs.10,000/= at the time of contract award. Following the fixing of the contract in favour of the successful bidder, the
(RnB) Sub-Division \ec Links Inferior Roads ar unsuccessful bidders will receive the earnest money/bid security. The successful bidder’s performance security will be
/AWantipord on Interior Roads Of Chersoo 150 o 5000 DEE to AAY 500 And Ladhao. released only after completed successfully performance of the Contract.
emergency basis by 159 : 3 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders
way of Snow Cadladbal Noormora Road 250 Interior Roads Of Chandhara & 650 automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online
clearance (Stage P . : Krinchoo on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Div. Awantipora (tender receiving authority).
°°“*"‘f)"4°) for the 4 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 30 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
year 2024-25 Peer Mohalla Sail 0.60 Restoration of road | Dussoo Khyber Incl. Dusoo Munpora 8.00 5 The earnest money shall be forfeited, if: -
surface under the With Allied Links : a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms
Interior Roads At Noorpora. 6.80 Jurisdiction of PW and conditions of the bid.
(RnB) Sub-Division N - b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within three days from the date of intimation.
Restoration of road | Abu Turab road with allied link 350 Pampore on Inferior Roads Of Meej Koribal 600 30.00 %000 BEE fo AAY 500 c. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 15 days.
sur'fucv. under the ’ emergency basis by . . : .
of PW 25.00 5000 DEE to AAY 500 way of Snow National Highway To Konibal Via 5.00 Sd/- Sd/-
S\RHB) ISub Division | adipora Link Tncl. Interior Roads At 3.50 C"‘;'“‘"‘f S*ﬂfw . Power Grid, Tulbagh And Fish Farm Draftsman Tech.officer Sd/- Executive Engineer,
vantiporaron confract-13) for the DIPK-7060/24 DATED: 31-10-2024 R&B Division Awantipora
FKO
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DC Srinagar Greets

Pro-Tem Speaker Assesses Dev
People On Dlwah

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, Dr
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat has
extended his greetings and
good wishes to the people
on the eve of Diwali, the fes-
tival of lights.

In his greetings, the Deputy
Commissioner said that the
Diwali festival signifies light-
ing of people’s lives by good
deeds and occasion marks
victory of good over evil and
triumph of truthfulness.

The DC added that, Diwali
is an occasion to eradicate
evil from our society and

embrace a virtuous lifestyle.
He prayed that this Diwali
be celebrated by the people
with renewed joy, enthusi-
asm and hope and wished the
people of J&K good health,
prosperity and happiness.

World Hospice & Palliative Care Day

SKIMS Organizes CME On
Palhatlve Care On Experts

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A day-long CME
on Palliative Care on the oc-
casion of World Hospice &
Palliative Care was organized
today by the Pain & Palliative
Care Unit, Department of Ra-
diation Oncology, SKIMS.

The event witnessed vari-
ous scientific sessions besides
panel discussion and patient
& families interaction. A short
film was also shown focusing
on various services rendered
by the Pain & Palliative Care
Unit at SKIMS.

The scientific sessions delib-
erated on vital and critical top-
ics including Evolution of Pal-
liative Care -Reflecting on the
present by Dr. Shaqul Qamar
Wani Additional Professor Ra-
diation Oncology SKIMS, Art
of Palliative Care by Prof. Shad
Salim Akhtar, Interventional
Pain Management in Cancer
Patients by Dr. Zulfiqgar Ali Ad-
ditional Prof. Anesthesiology
SKIMS, Palliative Care in On-
cology by Prof. Nazir Ahmad
Khan former HOD, Radiation
Oncology SKIMS & Chairman
CSK Srinagar.

The event was inaugu-
rated in presence of Direc-
tor SKIMS | EOSG Prof. M
Ashraf Ganie who was Chief
Host of the event. Director
SKIMS congratulated the
department for rendering
excellent services in patient

care academics. He said the
academic programs serve
a greater purpose to create
awareness and exchange
scientific knowledge. He
said through pain & pal-
liative care the quality of the
terminally ill patients has
improved and advised doc-
tors/ staff of the SKIMS to
make patient friendly and
empathetic hospitals.

SKIMS has to play a lead-
ing role and emphasized on
adopting collaborative ap-
proach to facilitate & widen
scope of services, he added.
He assured full support to
the department and asked
the faculty to rope in various
agencies for grant exploring
avenues that are available
for such services. Director
SKIMS also urged the gov-
ernment to establish Pain &
Palliative Centers at District
Hospitals to help these ter-
minally ill patients.

Prof. Ashraf while refer-
ring to various initiatives to
improve Cancer Care facili-
ties said that Cancer Consor-
tium has been established
at SKIMS where all the On-
cology Departments will
work under one Umbrella.
Day Care Services will be
available in the State Can-
cer Institute which will be
inaugurated soon besides,
a dedicated MRI & theatre
complex will be established.

Training Program For
Legal Aid Lawyers
Organized In Srlnagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA),
Srinagar today organized a
training program for Legal
Aid Lawyers as per NALSA
guidelines at Conference Hall
of ADR Centre, Srinagar.

The program was held
under the guidance of Jaf-
fer Hussain Beg, Chairman
DLSA/Principal District and
Sessions Judge Srinagar, and
under the guidance of Nus-
rat Ali Hakak, Secretary of
DLSA Srinagar.

Speaking on the occasion,
Secretary DLSA highlighted
the significance of adhering
to NALSA's guidelines. She
highlighted the importance
of continuous capacity build-
ing for legal aid lawyers and
stressed that the training
would empower them to de-
liver effective legal assistance,

ensuring that justice is acces-
sible to everyone, regardless
of their financial status.

Tasneem Kausar, Deputy
Legal Aid Defense Counsel
provided valuable insights
and practical knowledge to
the panel lawyers and legal
aid Defense counsels.

The training covered cru-
cial aspects of legal aid, in-
cluding procedural matters,
ethical considerations, and
the best practices for repre-
senting clients in need.

Participants engaged ac-
tively in discussions, reflect-
ing their commitment to the
principles of legal aid and
support.

The primary aim of the
program was to enhance the
efficacy of legal assistance
provided to marginalized sec-
tions of society, ensuring that
every individual has access to
fair legal representation.

Issues Of Srinaga; Residents

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Pro-tem Speaker,
Mubarak Gul, today convened a
meeting with the Vice Chairman of
Srinagar Development Authority
(SDA), along with other district offi-
cers of the authority and the Execu-
tive Engineer (SDA).

The purpose of the meeting was
to address key development needs
in Srinagar to ensure better facilities

and support for the local community.

The meeting had detailed discus-
sion on several crucial issues includ-
ing repairs, renovations and mac-
adamization of roads in Pamposh
Colony, Rath Colony, Gata Colony,
and Palapora Colony, streamlining
of drainage system to prevent water
logging and ensure proper sanita-
tion, lease extension for Eidgah Con-
stituency residents and provision of
residential flats for weaker sections.

The Speaker highlighted the need
for affordable (2BHK) residential flats
for weaker sections and homeless in-
dividuals in the Eidgah constituency,
reinforcing his commitment towards
improving living conditions for all.

The Speaker stressed upon the
officers of SDA to expedite the ex-
ecution of all development works
in the area, ensuring that the people
of these areas do not face further in-
convenience.
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Mughal Road - (Open)
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: On the eve of 10th
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, Chief Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo today adminis-
tered ‘Unity Pledge’ to the officers
and officials of Civil Secretariat
here.

Jammu based employees par-
ticipated in the pledge ceremony
through video conferencing.

These civil servants solemnly
pledged that they dedicate them-
selves to preserve the unity, integ-
rity and security of the nation and
would also strive hard to spread this
message among other countrymen.

They also pledged that in the
spirit of unification of the country
they resolved to make contributions
to ensure internal security of their

Chief Secy Administers ‘Unity
Pledge’ To Secretariat Employees

country.

Pertinent to mention here that
the day is celebrated to commemo-
rate the contribution of India’s first
Home Minister, Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel in the unification of this

country.

Today it was Sardar Patel’s 150th
Birth anniversary and from the
year 2014 the day is commemo-
rated as ‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’ all
over the country.

SRINAGAR: The Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC) commemorat-
ed Rashtriya Ekta Diwas (National
Unity Day) today, honoring the en-
during legacy of Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, a pivotal figure in India's
quest for unity.

This significant occasion aimed
to foster a sense of togetherness
and reinforce the values of in-
tegrity and solidarity within the
community.

The ceremony was held at the SMC
headquarters and was attended by
all officers of SMC central office in-
cluding Joint Commissioners, FA/
CAO, Secretary SMC, engineers, and
senior officials, besides the ceremony
was also celebrated in all 35 admin-
istrative Wards of SMC which under-
scored the importance of collabora-
tion in building a unified society.

Speaking on the occasion, Com-
missioner SMC, Dr Owais Ahmed

SMC Celebrates Rashtriya Ekta Diwas

emphasized the crucial role of Na-
tional unity in strengthening com-
munity bonds. He said that true
progress is attainable only when
communities unite in respect and
understanding.

A highlight of the event was a
collective pledge taken by all par-
ticipants to uphold peace, har-
mony, and unity, reinforcing their
commitment to foster a cohesive
environment in Srinagar.
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835 - All Saints Day made compulsory by Pope Gregory
IV throughout Frankish Kingdom
996 - First recorded use of modern name for Austria in
the ‘Ostarrichi Document’

1570 - All Saints Flood, tidal wave in the North Sea
devastates the coast from Holland to Jutland; killing
more than 1,000 people.

1721 - Prince Eugenius of Savoye unveals statue of
himself

1755 - Lisbon earthquake kills more than 50,000 in
Portugal
1834 First published reference to poker (as Mississippi
riverboat game)

1894 - Vaccine for diphtheria announced by Dr Roux of
Paris
1894 - Nicholas Il becomes the new Tsar of Russia after
his father, Alexander lIl, dies.

1897 - Italian football club Juventus F.C. is founded by
students in Turin as Sport-Club Juventus

1902 - France and Italy sign an Entente under which Italy
agrees to remain neutral if France is attacked; this is

France's attempt to neutralize the Triple Entente
1911 - The first aerial bomb is dropped by an Italian pilot
on Turkish troops in Libya during the Italo-Turkish War
1913 - Less than a week after the US non-intervention
promise, President Woodrow Wilson demands that
Mexican dictator Huerta resigns
1917 - In WW |, the 1st US soldiers are killed in combat
1928 - Graf Zeppelin sets airship distance record of 6384 km
1942 -10th day of battle at EL Alamein
1944 - World War II: Units of the British Army land at
Walcheren in the Netherlands.

1947 - UN trusteeship for Nauru granted to Australia, NZ
& UK
1951 - First atomic explosion witnessed by troops, New
Mexico
1956 - Delhi becomes a territory of Indian union
1956 - Nobel for physics awarded to Shockley, Brattain
& Bardeen
1962 - Greece enters European Common Market
1962 - USSR launches Mars 1; radio contact lost before
arrival at Mars
1974 - UN affirms independence of Cyprus
1985 - Netherlands decides definitive sites for cruise
missiles
1990 - Last of Margaret Thatcher’s original government
resigns, Deputy PM Howe
1990 - Rhetoric escalates as Bush likens Saddam to Hitler

1991 - Three faculty, and one staff member of the
department of physics and astronomy, were killed, along
with one administrator, when physics graduate student
Gang Lu went on a shooting rampage at the University
of lowa.

1993 - The Maastricht Treaty, the Treaty on European
Union comes into effect
1998 - The European Court of Human Rights is instituted.

2012 - Scientists detect evidence of light from the
universe’s first stars, predicted to have formed 500
million years after the big bang
2012 - 2 Iranian fighter jets fire on a US General Atomics
MQ-1Predator drone in international air space

2015 - Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet’s Davutoglus
Justice and Development Party regains its parliamentary
majority in a surprise result
2017- Boiler explosion at a NTPC government-run coal-
fired power plant in Rae Bareli, India, kills 29
2017 - UK Defense Secretary Michael Fallon resigns due
to his behavior towards women, part of wider scandal of
sexual harassment by UK politicians
2018- Google employees stage mass walkout to protest
the company's handling of sexual harassment
2018- Ground assault mounted on Yemeni port city of
Hudaydah by Saudi-backed government forces
2020 -GunmenKkill at least 32 people, set fire to homesin
Oromia state, Ethiopia, in attack blamed on rebel Oromo
Liberation Army
2021- Global death toll from COVID-19 passes 5 million
according to Johns Hopkins, with estimates the true toll
is at least twice as high [1]

2021- Novavax COVID-19 vaccine receives its first
emergency use authorization in Indonesia. The first
protein-based covid vaccine. [1]
2022- Fifth Israeli election held in under four years won
by Benjamin Netanyahu and his Likud party, defeating
sitting Prime Minister Yair Lapid
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Canada-India Tensions
Could Escalate Cyber Threats,
Hinder Immigration

Reuters

Ottawa: Canada's deepening dis-
pute with India over its alleged
campaign of violence against
Sikhs in Canada could intensify
Indian-based cyber espionage and
hold back immigration, but ana-
lysts and experts see no immedi-
ate impact on trade.

Concern about a widening
rift between the two countries
comes after a senior Canadian of-
ficial told a parliamentary nation-
al security committee on Tuesday
that Indian Minister of Home Af-
fairs Amit Shah, a close ally of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
was the mastermind behind the
alleged plots.

While Indian officials dis-
missed the official's statement,
the disclosure might worsen a dis-
pute that started a year ago when
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
cited credible evidence linking In-
dian agents to the June 2023 shoot-
ing of Sikh leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in British Columbia.

In response, Canada expelled
six Indian diplomats earlier
this month, accusing them of in-
volvement. Four men have been
charged with his murder.

The Canadian signals intel-
ligence agency that monitors for-
eign-based cyber threats said New
Delhi was most likely already
conducting threatening cyber ac-
tivity against Canadian networks
for spying purposes.

"As Canada and India poten-
tially may have some tensions, it
is possible that we may see India
want to flex those cyber threat
actions against Canadians," Caro-
line Xavier, head of the agency,
known as Communications Secu-
rity Establishment Canada, told a
Wednesday press conference. The
agency has previously described
India as an emerging threat.

On the diplomatic front, Ot-
tawa is unlikely to take more pu-
nitive steps until more details of
the Nijjar case emerge, said Vina
Nadjibulla, vice president of the
Asia Pacific Foundation of Cana-
da think tank.

Cabinet ministers are due to
testify about the matter to the na-
tional security committee and the
murder trial of the four men has
yet to start, she noted.

"If there are charges laid in
the process on individuals that
are living in India at whatever
level, then it would trigger an
extradition process which could
take years. And of course, India
is unlikely to cooperate," she said.

Officials working for
Trudeau and Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly did not respond to
requests for comment about what
steps Ottawa might take next.

India is the top source for
temporary foreign workers and
international students coming to
Canada but a backlog of applica-
tions has built since Trudeau's al-
legations last year.

Delhi Air ‘Very Poor’ On
Diwali Morning, Likely
To Deteriorate

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Delhi’s air quality
remained "very poor" on Thurs-
day, the morning of Diwali.

The Air Quality Index was
330 at 9 am and is expected to
deteriorate further towards the
evening as festivities take on.

Delhiites woke up on Thurs-
day to a sky shrouded in a thick
layer of smog. The air in Anand

joyed clearer skies and abun-
dant sunshine, with an AQI of
202 in the morning, according to
the data.

Delhi recorded an AQI of 218
on Diwali last year, 312 in 2022,
382 in 2021, 414 in 2020, 337 in 2019,
281 in 2018, 319 in 2017, and 431 in
2016, according to Central Pollu-
tion Control Board data.

Last year, a decrease in stub-
ble-burning incidents and rain

Vihar, a major terminus, was es-
pecially polluted with AQI in the
"severe" category.

Thirty-eight monitoring sta-
tions showed that air was in a "very
poor" category across the city.

The 24-hour average air quali-
ty index on Wednesday stood at 307.

An AQI between zero and 50
is considered 'good’, 51 and 100
'satisfactory’, 101 and 200 'moder-
ate', 201 and 300 'poor’, 301 and 400
'very poor', 401 and 450 'severe'
and above 450 'severe plus'.

In 2023, Delhi residents en-

before Diwali, along with favour-
able meteorological conditions,
prevented the national capital
from turning into a gas chamber
after the festival.

Delhi earlier in the month
announced a comprehensive ban
on the manufacture, storage, sale
and use of firecrackers.

On Wednesday, Delhi En-
vironment Minister Gopal Rai
announced that 377 teams have
been formed to enforce the ban
on firecrackers across the na-
tional capital.

UN Says One Child A Day Killed In
Israel’s War On Lebanon In Past Month

Agencies

Washington: The United Nations
children’s agency says at least one
child a day has been killed in Leba-
non over the past month as Israel
intensifies its bombing campaign.

“Since October 4 of this year,
at least one child has been killed
and 10 injured daily,” UNICEF Ex-
ecutive Director Catherine Russell
said on Thursday and added that
“the ongoing war in Lebanon is
upending children’s lives.”

The UN agency said “thou-
sands more children who have sur-
vived the many months of constant
bombings physically unscathed are
now acutely distressed by the vio-
lence and chaos around them.”

According to the Lebanese

Ministry of Public Health, 166 chil-
dren have been Killed and at least
1,168 injured since Hezbollah and
Israel began exchanging fire across
the border in October 2023. The
conflict has escalated since August.

Trauma is prevalent among
children, who show signs of
emotional, behavioural and
physical distress.

“UNICEF teams have met
children who are gripped by over-
whelming fear and increased anxi-
ety, including separation anxiety,
fear of loss, withdrawal, aggres-
sion, and difficulty concentrat-
ing,” Russell said in a statement.

“Many have disrupted sleep,
haunted by nightmares, head-
aches, and loss of appetite. De-
prived of the safety, stability,

and support that school provides,
many of these children are left
without the spaces they need to
play, learn, and heal.”

“But the true healing can only be-
gin when the violence ends,” she added.

Top United States officials, in-
cluding President Joe Biden’s Mid-
dle East peace envoy, Amos Hoch-
stein, were expected to meet their
Israeli counterparts on Thursday
to discuss a possible deal to end the
conflict in Lebanon.

On Wednesday, Lebanese
caretaker Prime Minister Najib
Mikati expressed optimism about
a ceasefire in “the coming hours
or days” and Hezbollah’s new
leader, Naim Qassem, said the
group would accept a truce under
certain conditions.

Israel Strikes Lebanon’s Ancient City of
Baalbek, Threatens Heritage

Agencies

Beirut : The United Nations has
called for protecting cultural sites
following Israeli airstrikes on the
Lebanese city of Baalbek, which is
known for its historical sites and
tourist attractions.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Wednesday, UN secretary
general’s spokesman Stephane
Dujarric made the call, hours af-
ter strikes by Israeli warplanes
rocked the eastern Lebanese city
of Baalbek and its outskirts.

“Clearly, we do not want to
see any harm, to people and also
to the cultural heritage. I think
one of the things we’ve seen in
conflicts in recent years is the de-
struction of cultural heritage that
can never be replaced,” he said.

The strikes in two towns in
Baalbek region killed at least 19
people, according to a statement
by the Lebanese Health Ministry.
However, other reports raised the
death toll to at least 30 people.

This has been Israel’s biggest
assault on the region since attacks
escalated in September.

Baalbek, a significant urban
center in the Bekaa Valley, is re-
nowned for being home to some of
the best preserved Roman temples.
Designated as a UNESCO World
Heritage site in 1984, it has a popu-
lation of over 100,000 residents.

Previous Israeli airstrikes
in Duris, a village located almost

rime Minister Narendra

Modi on Thursday celebrat-

ed Diwali with the person-

nel of the Border Security
Force (BSF), Army, Navy and Air
Force near the Indo-Pak border in
Gujarat's Kutch district.

Modi reached Lakki Nala in Sir
Creek area after landing at Kotesh-
war in Kutch from Ekta Nagar, said
a BSF official.

"He celebrated Diwali by offer-
ing sweets to jawans," the official
added. In a video shared by officials,
Modi, wearing a BSF uniform, can
be seen offering sweets to the per-

Modi celebrates Diwali with armed
forces near Indo-Pak border in Kutch

sonnel on board a patrol vessel.

Earlier in the day, the prime
minister paid floral tributes to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel at the Statue of
Unity in Ekta Nagar on the birth
anniversary of India's first Home Min-
ister which is celebrated as National
Unity Day.

In avideo shared by officials,
Modi, wearing a BSF uniform, can
be seen offering sweets to the
personnel on board a patrol vessel.

‘The strikes in two towns in Baalbek region
killed at least 19 people, according to a statement by

the Lebanese Health Ministry. However, other reports
raised the death toll to at least 30 people.

in the vicinity of Baalbek, have
damaged ancient sites. The vil-
lage is home to a 13th-century
Muslim shrine and a necropolis
dating back to the late Roman Im-
perial period.

Since October last year, Is-
rael has killed over 2,700 people in
Lebanon. Most of them have lost
their lives in the past month amid
the intensified airstrikes and a
ground offensive.

Hezbollah has been respond-
ing to the aggression with retalia-
tory operations, targeting the oc-
cupied territories.

The Lebanese resistance
movement has vowed to keep up its
operations against Israel as long as
the regime continues its campaign
of genocide in the besieged Gaza
Strip, which has so far killed more
than 43,000 Palestinians, mostly
women and children.

Harris vs Trump

Polls Indicate US Election
Too Close To Call

Press Trust Of India

Washington: Two recent major
polls have revealed a tightly con-
tested race in the upcoming Ameri-
can presidential elections between
Vice-President Kamala Harris of
the Democratic Party and her Re-
publican rival Donald Trump.

As of Wednesday, nearly 60
million people had already voted
either by mail-in-vote or in-person
early votes, five days ahead of the
General Election scheduled for
November 5. Simultaneous voting
and campaigning are a unique as-
pect of American democracy.

A Fox Poll released on
Wednesday revealed that Trump
is ahead of Harris in two battle-

while in the battleground States,
he has a lead of just one per cent.
Trump is, however, leading in the
betting market with 63.1 points
against Harris’s 35.8.

Meanwhile, the editorial
board of The Wall Street Journal
on Wednesday wrote that a Har-
ris victory would mean a fourth
Obama term.

“Her candidacy is best under-
stood as an attempt to continue
the progressive political wave that
began in 2006 with the GOP defeat
in Congress and rolled ashore
as a tsunami amid the financial
panic of 2008. She is running for
what essentially would be Barack
Obama’s fourth progressive term,”
the daily wrote.

ground States, Pennsylvania and
North Carolina, by just one per-
centage point, while there is a tie
between the two in Michigan. The
three other battleground States
this time are Arizona, Nevada,
Georgia and Wisconsin.

A CNN poll put the two nomi-
nees tied at 48 per cent in Penn-
sylvania, while Harris is ahead of
Trump by six points in Wisconsin
and by five points in Michigan.
CBS News polls said Trump and
Harris are tied at 49 per cent in
Pennsylvania. A candidate needs
2170 electoral votes to win the 2024
presidential election.

Real Clear Politics, which
tracks all major polls, gives a slen-
der 0.4 percentage points advan-
tage to Trump at the national level,

“At home, she’s no centrist.
Abroad, she seems unprepared for
the dangers ahead,” the journal said.

The Washington Post said on
Wednesday that Harris has held
her leads nationally and in Michi-
gan, Wisconsin and Nevada, but
her lead in Pennsylvania shrunk
in the last week. Trump still leads
in Arizona, Georgia and North
Carolina, it said.

According to CNN, Harris runs
much closer to Trump on trust to
handle the economy and further
ahead of him on handling democ-
racy in both Michigan and Wiscon-
sin, where she also holds wider ad-
vantages on key attributes than in
Pennsylvania, differences that help
to explain her stronger showing in
the upper Midwest states.

Afghan Women Forbidden
From Praying Loudly Or Reciting
Quran: Taliban Minister

Agencies

Kabdul: Afghan women are
forbidden from praying loudly
or reciting the Quran in front
of other women, according to a
Taliban government minister.

It’s the latest restriction
on women following moral-
ity laws that ban them from
raising their voice and baring
their faces outside the home.
They are already excluded
from education after sixth
grade, many public spaces
and most jobs.

Nobody from the vice and
virtue ministry was immedi-
ately available on Wednesday
to clarify the official’s re-
marks or confirm if the prohi-
bition would also become part
of the morality laws.

During an event in

eastern Logar province on
Sunday, vice and virtue
minister Khalid Hanafi said:
“It is prohibited for a grown
woman to recite Quranic
verses or perform recita-
tions in front of another
grown woman. Even chants
of takbir (Allah-u-Akbar)
are not permitted.”

He said that uttering
similar expressions like
“subhanallah,” another
word central to the Islamic
faith, was also not allowed.
A woman was not permitted
to perform the call to prayer,
he told the gathering. “So,
there is certainly no permis-
sion for singing.”

Audio of Hanafi’s re-
marks was shared on the min-
istry’s social media platforms
but was later deleted.

W S M A K E R S

Harris distances herself from Biden's
'garbage' comment about Trump supporters

emocratic presidential candi-

date Kamala Harris has dis-

tanced herself from a controver-

sial comment made by President
Joe Biden, in which he referred to sup-
porters of her Republican rival Donald
Trump as 'garbage'.

“I think that, first of all, he clari-
fied his comments. But let me be clear:
I strongly disagree with any criticism
of people based on who they vote for.
You heard my speech last night and
continuously throughout my career,”
Vice President Harris told reporters
on Wednesday.

“I believe that the work that I do is
about representing all the people, whether
they support me or not. As president of the
United States, I will be a president for all
Americans, whether you vote for me or
not,” she said, responding to a question on
Biden's comment comparing Trump sup-
porters to garbage.

Biden was commenting on a racist

joke a comedian made at a Trump rally
days earlier, likening Puerto Rico to an
“island of garbage”.

“The only garbage I see floating out
there is his (Trump's) supporters, his
demonisation of Latinos is unconscio-
nable and it's un-American. It's totally
contrary to everything we've done, ev-

erything we've been,” Biden said in his
remarks on a campaign call for Latino
voters on Tuesday.

Trump, the former president, was
quick to denounce the comment.

The Republican Party presiden-
tial candidate, who was holding a
rally in Allentown, described Biden's
remarks as “terrible” and likened
them to Hillary Clinton's comments
calling some of Trump's supporters
"deplorables" in 2016. “So, you have to
remember Hillary [Clinton]-she said
‘deplorable' and then she said ‘irre-
deemable'," Trump said. "‘Garbage' I
think is worse,” he added.

In a damage control exercise, Biden
later tried to explain his remarks on X.
“Earlier today, I referred to the hateful
rhetoric about Puerto Rico spewed by
Trump's supporter at his Madison Square
Garden rally as garbage—which is the
only word I can think of to describe it,"
Biden wrote.
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Ahead Of Winter, JKDMA
Issues Safety Guidelines For
Cold Weather Hazards

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir Disaster Management Au-
thority (JKDMA) has released
essential guidelines to help
residents prepare for the harsh
winter ahead and mitigate
risks associated with extreme
cold waves in the region.

JKDMA, has called for
strengthening infrastructure
and ensuring timely access to
resources to combat the chill-
ing effects of winter.

Among the key recommenda-
tions, the authority advises wear-
ing adequate winter clothing,
preferably in multiple layers, to
enhance insulation against the
cold. It specifically suggests mit-
tens over gloves for better warmth.

Residents have been urged
to prepare emergency supplies,
including food, water, blan-
kets and batteries, and to limit
travel to reduce exposure to the
cold. “Stay dry; if wet, change

clothes quickly to prevent heat
loss,” JKDMA has advised.

They also recommend keep-
ing up with weather updates
through radio, TV, or newspapers
and encourage regular consump-
tion of hot beverages while cau-
tioning against alcohol, which
can lower body temperature.

According to these guide-
lines, the Kashmir region is par-
ticularly vulnerable to severe
winter weather. Residents have
been advised to stock adequate
water supplies, as pipes may
freeze, affecting availability.

JKDMA has called for recog-
nising signs of frostbite, such as
numbness and pale skin on ex-
tremities like fingers, toes and the
nose. In cases of hypothermia, a
dangerous drop in body temper-
ature, they have recommended
moving the affected person to
a warm environment, changing
wet clothing, and using layers of
dry blankets or skin-to-skin con-
tact to raise body temperature.

Will Come Up To People’s
Expectations, Say MLAs Of
Sopore & Wagoora-Kreeri

Agencies

SOPORE: MLA Wagoora-Kreeri,
Irfan Hafiz Lone and MLA So-
pore, Irshad Rasool Kar on
Thursday called for improved
coordination among depart-
ments to ensure that essential
services reach the local popula-
tion efficiently and effectively.

"We will ensure that the gen-
eral public does not suffer in
any way. We have been elected
by the people and will stick to
their expectations”, the MLAs
said while holding joint review
meetings with key line depart-
ments here to address public
concerns.

The departments involved in-
cluded the Power Development
Department (PDD), Public Health
Engineering (PHE), Health, Edu-
cation and others. The MLAs
were apprised of various ongoing

works. Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Sopore was also
present in the meeting.

During the meeting, the MLAs
assessed various developmen-
tal issues pertaining to road
connectivity, water supply con-
cerns, health sector initiatives
and upgrades, school education,
accelerating the irrigation canal
network, rural development,
horticulture, agriculture works
and schemes and other matters
of public importance.

Health officials were issued
strict directives to ensure that
all available facilities at the
health institutions are initiated
for the benefit of the larger
public besides, requested PWD
for the prompt compilation and
submission of Detailed Proj-
ect Reports (DPRs) to ensure
the timely commencement of
newly initiated works. —(KNO)

16th Annual Day Function Of
Delhi Modern Public School Held

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The 16th Annual
Day Function of Delhi Mod-
ern Public School Pampore
was celebrated with grandeur
at the Convocation Complex,
University of Kashmir . The
event saw the presence of es-
teemed guests, including Dr.
Farooq Abdullah; Health and
Education Minister Sakeena
Masood Itoo; Vice Chancellor
of the University of Kashmir,
Mrs. Nilofer Khan; and MLA
Pampore, Retired Justice Has-
nain Masoodi, along with other
dignitaries.

The school’s principal, Mrs.
Shaheena Mushtaq, addressed
the gathering, expressing im-
mense pride in the achieve-
ments of the students. She
highlighted the school’s com-
mitment to providing a ho-

listic education that nurtures
students beyond academics,
focusing on their all-round

development. The  School
Management echoed her sen-
timents, underscoring their
dedication to fostering a well-
rounded learning environment.

The event featured a vibrant
display of cultural performances
and academic accomplishments
by the students, showcasing
their talent and hard work.

As Delhi Modern Public
School pampore looks forward
to another successful academic
year, the Annual Day celebra-
tion at Convocation Complex,
University of Kashmir stands as
a testament to the school's un-
wavering dedication to fostering
a conducive learning environ-
ment and reaffirmed its com-
mitment to excellence in educa-
tion and holistic development.

J&K Panchayat Polls
Soon: LG Manoj Sinha

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir's Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha Thursday said
that the administration is com-
mitted to hold the Panchayat
polls as soon as possible as the
same couldn’t be held due to
some formalities involved.
“There was a need to include
backward class for reserva-
tion in Panchayats under the
State Re-Organisation Act. We
couldn’t hold the polls earlier
but we are committed to hold
Panchayat polls soon after all
formalities are completed,” the
LG said addressing the UT Foun-
dation Day function at SKICC.
He also said peace, stability,
rule of law and time-tested
democratic values make J&K
UT an attractive investment
destination. “The confidence
of investors in Jammu Kashmir
is reflected in the highest ever
inflows of investment in the

past four years,” he said and
reiterated his commitment for
the extension of the new in-
dustrial development scheme
in J&K. “Time is not far when
the flow of investment would
touch to Rs one lakh crore
which will also create ample
opportunities for the youth,”
About the achievements
registered in the Banking sec-
tor, the LG highlighted that the
J&K Bank is one of the greatest
turnaround success stories of
the UT. “In 2019-20, the bank
has reported a loss of Rs.1139

Cr. It reported a profit of Rs.

1700 Cr in the year 2023-24.In
current FY, J&K Bank clocked
Rs. 991 Cr in profit,” he added.

The LG called upon the peo-
ple to remain united, identify
and isolate anti-national ele-
ments and those disrupting
the peace.

“My dream is to see that ev-
ery family is prosperous. My
dream is to see Faster devel-
opment of the infrastructure,
industries and fruits of growth
reach the last person in the
queue,” he said—(KNO)

LG Administers ‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’ Pledge To Officers

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha adminis-
tered ‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’
Pledge to the officers at Raj
Bhawan, on the occasion
of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas to
commemorate the birth an-
niversary of the Iron Man
of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel.

Paying tributes to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel on his
Janm-Jayanti, the Lt Gov-
ernor has called upon the

people to dedicate them-
selves to the ideals of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and work
towards building a Viksit
Bharat.

"Humble tributes to Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel Ji, Iron
Man of India, on his birth
anniversary. He dedicated
his life for India’s freedom
& creation of a united India.
On the occasion of his Janm-
Jayanti, let us dedicate our-
selves to his ideals & work
towards building a Viksit
Bharat," the LG posted on X.

Sakina Masood Inspects
Construction Site Of
GMC Handwara

Agencies

KUPWARA: Minister of Health
and Medical Education, So-
cial Welfare, School Education
and Higher Education, Sakeena
Masood today visited the con-
struction site of Government
Medical College (GMC) Hand-
wara and took detailed appraisal
of the construction site as well as
progress of ongoing works.

During the visit, the Minister
took detailed round of the con-
struction site and took first-
hand assessment of the ongo-
ing works.

She held detailed delibera-
tions with the engineers of the
project executing agency and
sought details from them about
the present status of the proj-
ect as well as issues pertaining
to its smooth execution.

While interacting with the
officers of executing agency,
Sakeena Masood highlighted

that purpose of her visit was to
check the construction site and
its feasibility, so that the project
can be taken to its logical end.
At the construction site of
GMC Handwara , the Minister
was apprised by the Executive
Engineer R&B that the under-
construction GMC project costs
Rs.325 crore and has 251 kanals
of land in possession. 17 build-
ings are to be constructed for
GMC and work is in progress on
11 buildings while as work is in
progress on 200 -bedded hospi-
tal building in the premises of
District Hospital at Handwara.
ADC Handwara, Aziz Ahmed
Rather; Director Coordina-
tion New Medical Colleges,
Dr. Mushtag Ahmad Rather;
Principal GMC, Medical Su-
perintendent District Hospital,
officers of Sub-District Admin-
istration, Handwara and Engi-
neers accompanied the Minis-
ter during visit.

Assembly Election 2024: DEQ Srinagar
Calls For Account Reconciliation Meeting

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The District Elec-
tion Officer (DEO) Srinagar has
called an account reconcilia-
tion meeting for all candidates
who contested in the 2024 Leg-
islative Assembly Elections.

The meeting notice issued by
DEO Srinagar, meeting will take
place on 4 Nov 2024, at 11:00
AM in the Meeting Hall of the
Deputy Commissioner’s Office,
Amar Niwas Complex, Tanki-
pora, Srinagar.

According to the notice is-

sued, the primary purpose of
meeting is to scrutinize and
reconcile the candidates' state-
ments of election expenditure.

Candidates or their autho-
rized representatives have
been asked to attend the meet-
ing along with their completed
and signed Election Expen-
diture Registers, supporting
vouchers, bank statements,
affidavits, and other necessary
documents as per the Elec-
tion Commission of India (ECI)
guidelines on election expendi-
ture monitoring.

Lack Of Facilities Along
Mughal Road Continues

To Irk Travellers

Agencies

B
"

SRINAGAR: The historical Mughal Road, a vital
84-km route connecting the Poonch district

GOVT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER GONSTRUCTION DIVISION KASHMIR,
J& K SPORTS COUNCIL, SRINAGAR 5

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Tender Notice: E-NIT No:28 of 2024-25 | DATED: 23.10.2024

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor, UT of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible bidders
registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Government for the following work: -

e

with Shopian, continues to pose difficulties
for passengers despite its designation as a
national highway three years ago.

With increasing traffic each year, the lack of
essential facilities along the road has become
a significant concern for travellers.

An official said that the Mughal Road has
been witnessing a steady influx of tourists
who head to attractions like Peer Ki Gali
and Dubjan, as well as students commuting
between the Pir Panchal area and Kashmir.
However, many travellers have expressed
frustrations over the absence of basic ameni-
ties, particularly network connectivity.

A truck driver said there is natural beauty
along the road and they have been enjoying it
but it lacks basic facilities, especially net-
work connectivity. “We face the challenges of
travelling without adequate roadside facilities.
Though the journey feels heavenly, the lack
of amenities makes it cumbersome,” he said,
adding, “There are no washrooms, shops or
eateries for kilometres, which inconveniences
everyone.”

Students using the road for their commute
said there are no repair facilities for vehicles.
One student at Baba Gulam Shah Badshah
University (BGSBU) said a vehicle breakdown
on the Mughal Road could leave travellers
stranded for hours, especially due to poor
telecommunication services that hinder emer-
gency calls.

In light of these issues, travellers are urging
the government to address the lack of facili-
ties to attract more tourists, which could also
create employment opportunities for locals.

A stall owner at Peer Ki Gali said, “Improv-
ing these services will benefit both the local
economy and the government.”

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT

ASSOCIATED HOSPITAL GOVT. MEDICAL COLLEGE BARAMULLA

associatedhospitalgmcbaramulla@gmail.com

Subject:

Supply Of LPG Commercial Gas Cylinders of Standard Weight of Bharat Petroleum Gas/ Hindustan Petroleum Gas/ Indian
0il Corporation (Refilling Only) of Capacity 19 Kg including all types of carriages upto the hospital Store.

CALL OF QUOTATION

On behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory, in view of urgency and as a part of winter preparedness Action Plan,
for smooth functioning of the of the GMC Baramulla and Associated Hospital, sealed tenders affixed by revenue stamps of Rs.10 are
invited from registered/authorized suppliers/distributors to offer discount/rebate rates for Supply Of LPG Commercial Gas Cylinders
Of Standard Weight Of Bharat Petroleum Gas/ Hindustan Petroleum Gas/ Indian Qil Corporation (Refilling Only) Of Capacity 19 Kg
including all types of carriages upto the hospital Store.

The estimates/tenders in sealed envelope addressed to Medical Superintendent Associated Hospital GMC Baramulla shall reach to
this office within 07 days from the date of publication. The contractors/suppliers can contact the office of the undersigned within office
hours for further details.

Quotations shall be opened on the 05-11-2024 at 02:00 p.m. in the office of the undersigned in presence of the quotationers who may
like to be present.

Other Terms and Conditions

. Details of the work can be obtained from the office of the undersigned.

U Price is F.0.R destination basis with no scope of escalation.

. Rates are inclusive of all taxes.

. Successful bidder shall have to start supplying the LPG to this institution within 01 Week.

. The undersigned reserves the right to reject or accept any quotation without assigning any reason.

No:- AH-GMCB/Quo,/2024-25/474-78
Dated: 28/10,/2024

Medical Superintendent
Associated Hospital GMC, Baramulla.

DIPK-7072-24
DT:31/10/2024

S. No Adv cost (Rs. | Earnest Mon- | Class of Administrative Ap- | Costof Tender | Time of
) in lacs) ey Deposit Contract proval No.& date documents | Completion
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
External Development of Sports Council order

Name of work

1. |Indoor Sports Hall at Ari- | Rs.99.51 lacs |Rs.199020/- |AAY Class |No:6320f2024 dat-| Rs.1600/- 120 days
gam Shalinar Budgam ed: 23.07.2024
Position of Funds = Under Capex 2024-25
Position of TS = Accorded
1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility Criteria, specification, Drawings,bill of quantities (B.0.Q) Set of

terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental Website www.jktenders.gov.in as
per schedule of dates given below:-

2. CRITICAL DATES TABLE

Date of issue of Tender Notice. 23.10.2024

Period of downloading of bidding documents {23.10.2024 from 4.00PM to 13.11.2024 upto 4.00PM.

Bid Submission Start Date. 25.10.2024 from 1.00 PM

Bid submission End Date. 13.11.2024 upto 4.00 PM

14.11.2024 at 10.00 AM in the office of Ex. Engineer, Const. Division Kashmir, J&K Sports
Council at Administrative Block,BakhshiStadium,Srinagar. (or any convenient date)

O [P|W|N

Date & Time of opening of Bids (online)

The Cost of the tender documents shall be deposited into the bank account by the bidder for which the following information can be used by the
bidder. (No Demand Draft shall be entertained).

1) Name of Bank = [J&KBank Ltd.

2) Account Title = | Executive Engineer, Construction Div. Kmr, JKSC

3) Account No = |CDG-0365010200000842

4) Branch = |Lal Mandi

5) IFSC Code = |JAKAOSBOARD
The bidders must upload the scanned copy of bank payment acknowledgment slip.
No:SC/CDK/e-01/2290-94 Ex. Engineer, CDK
Dated: 23.10.2024 J&K Sports Council

GOVT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

IIFFII:E OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION DIVISION KASHMIR,

J& KSPORTS COUNCIL, SRINAGAR ’

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS i 2
Tender Notice: E-NIT No: 27 of 2024-25 | DAT ED:21.10.2024

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor, UT of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible bidders
registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Government for the following work: -

- . Cost of )
S.No Name of work Ady cost | Earnest Mpney Class of | Administrative Approval No.& Tender Time of
(Rs. in lacs) Deposit Contract date Completion
documents
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Development of play field | Rs.57.78 3 Sports Council order No: 472 3
1| atBatapora Shopian lacs | R&-115,460/- | ARYClass | “¢5004 dated: 20.05.2024 | RS-1600/- | 120 days
Upgradation of Play field CE (R&B) NK/TS/10 of 2024-
2| atChichiloraBaramulla | ">117-63 |Rs.2,35.200/-1  AAY 25 dated: 07.10.2024 | R52500/- | 360days
Position of Funds = Under Capex 2024-25
Position of TS = Accorded
1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility Criteria, specification, Drawings,bill of quantities (B.0.Q) Set of

terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental Website www.jktenders.gov.in as
per schedule of dates given below:-

2. CRITICAL DATES TABLE

Date of issue of Tender Notice. 21.10.2024

Period of downloading of bidding documents {21.10.2024 from 4.00PM to 10.11.2024 upto 4.00PM.

Bid Submission Start Date. 21.10.2024 from 1.00 PM

Bid submission End Date. 08.11.2024 upto 4.00 PM

09.11.2024 at 10.00 AM in the office of Ex. Engineer, Const. Division Kashmir, J&K Sports
Council at Administrative Block, Bakhshi Stadium, Srinagar. (or any convenient date)

The Cost of the tender documents shall be deposited into the bank account by the bidder for which the following information can be used by the
bidder. (No Demand Draft shall be entertained).

P|W|N=

5. |Date & Time of opening of Bids (online)

1) Name of Bank = |J&KBank Ltd.

2) Account Title = | Executive Engineer, Construction Div. Kmr, JKSC
3) Account No = |CDG-0365010200000842

4) Branch = |Lal Mandi

5) IFSC Code = |JAKAOSBOARD

The bidders must upload the scanned copy of bank payment acknowledgment slip.

SC/CDK/e-01/2262-66
Dated:21.10.2024

Ex. Engineer, CDK
J&K Sports Council

DIPK-NB-2075-24
DT: 31/10/2024
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s KOVIEW
Restoring Academic Sense

n a welcome move, the Jammu and Kashmir government
has restored the pre-2022 academic calendar by switching
the session back to November-December for non-board
classes up to Class 9. Earlier in 2022, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor's administration, in a bid to bring the academic calendar
at par with the rest of the country, decided to implement a uni-
form academic session across the union territory. However,
this calendar in no way suited the cold climate in the Valley
with an extended winter break for the academic institutions. It
disrupted the academic culture as it has always existed in the
region: students completed their annual exams in November-
December, attended winter tuitions for the next class, and be-
gan the new academic session in March of the following year.

But in 2022, the LG government arbitrarily took the deci-
sion to bring the academic session in line with the other parts
of the country. There was no effort to consult the civil society or
the people at large about a decision that impacted them directly.
The administration stuck to the decision despite the palpable
widespread public resentment, something it shouldn't have
done. In hindsight, it was one of the steps that put the previous
administration at odds with the public sentiment. And now its
reversal by the elected government within the first two weeks
of assuming power has won it some public goodwill. The region-
al parties and parents welcomed the move.

That said, in recent years, the functioning of academic insti-
tutions has drastically improved. As Lieutenant Manoj Sinha
himself said at a function in February this year: Kashmir now wit-
nesses no shutdowns and extended unrests that disrupted every
aspect of life including education. He rightly mentioned that har-
tal calendars had now been replaced by school calendars. These
gains certainly need to be built upon and they hopefully will be.

Going forward, the government should work towards im-
proving the quality of education. It can begin with government
schools where academic standards have often been found less
than satisfactory forcing the parents to send their wards to pri-
vate schools who charge hefty fees. Private schools, in turn, too
have turned out to be more expensive to study than academically
superior to government schools - albeit with honourable excep-
tions. Ditto for coaching centres which are becoming more mon-
ey-minting businesses than geared to truly enhance the career
prospects of the youth. Now that the government has restored the
academics to its normal weather-friendly calendar, it can move
on to addressing the more pressing challenges in education.

_(‘) FIX

Did you know?

Understanding the Stock
Market: Turning Reversal
Thinking into Opportunity

Irshad Mushtaq

In the world of investment, people's behavior often contrasts with typi-

cal consumer habits. When retail items are on sale, we naturally buy

more, taking advantage of discounts. Interestingly, when stock prices,

ETFs, and mutual funds dip, our instinct is often to sell. This reversal
can lead to missed opportunities. Instead, when faced with discounted prices
in shares, ETFs, and mutual funds, we should consider buying more, focusing
on quality investments.

A declining market offers chances for growth. Losses aren't tangible until
they are realized. Historical data shows the Indian stock market, specifically
the Nifty index, has delivered a substantial 14% CAGR over the past 30 years.
This is notably higher compared to returns from traditional investments like
gold, fixed deposits, and insurance payouts. So, why do some individuals still
experience losses? The answer lies in speculation and poor timing choices.
Many investors fail to allow their funds time to grow, often engaging in impul-
sive buying and selling rather than holding onto quality shares for the long run.

Investing is akin to participating in an auction where price fluctuations
are standard. Guaranteed insurance schemes typically have a minimum wait-
ing period of 5 years, offering only around 6-9% per annum. In contrast, invest-
ing that same amount in mutual funds or stocks over the same period could
yield significantly higher returns. However, this requires patience and the abil-
ity to handle market volatility.

Equity markets have historically outperformed other asset classes. Yet,
many investors lack the patience needed to endure market fluctuations. Suc-
cess lies in selecting quality shares, ETFs, and mutual funds and holding them
until they grow, much like quality shopping even during discount sales. Trust-
ed financial advisors play a crucial role in crafting well-thought-out portfolios
that align with personal investment goals. Just as you wouldn’t fly an airplane
yourself without proper training, navigating the stock market efficiently often
requires professional guidance.

Conclusion
Understanding the stock market means flipping our mindset! While we
rush to buy discounted retail items, we often panic and sell stocks when prices

Education System’s
New Issues and Challenges

Mohammad Hanief

ducation is a very impor-

tant factor in the econom-

ic development of any

country. India since the
early days of independence has al-
ways focused on improving the lit-
eracy rate in the country and even
today the government runs many
programs to promote primary and
higher education.

Education in India means the
process of teaching, learning, and
training of human capital in schools
and colleges. This improves and in-
creases knowledge and results in
skill development hence enhancing
the quality of the human capital.
The central and state governments
always valued the importance of
education and this is reflected in
the economic policies.

The National Education Pol-
icy, 2020 (NEP) envisions a mas-
sive transformation in education
throughan education system that
contributes an equitable and vi-
brant knowledge society, by pro-
viding high quality education to
all, thereby making India a global
knowledge superpower. The NEP
2020 is founded on the five guiding
pillars of Access, Equity, Quality,
Affordability and Accountability.
It will prepare youth to meet the di-
verse national and global challeng-
es of the present and the future.

In school education, the Na-
tional Education Policy 2020
stresses on the core values and
principle that education must
develop not only the cognitive
skills, that is, — both ‘foundation-
al skills’ of literacy and numera-
cy and ‘higher-order’ skills such
as critical thinking and problem
solving - but also, social and
emotional skills - also referred to
as ‘soft skills’ -including cultural
awareness and empathy, per-
severance and grit, teamwork,
leadership, communication,
among others.

The Policy aims and aspires
to universalize the pre-primary
education and provides special
emphasis on the attainment of
foundational literacy/numeracy
in primary school and beyond for
all by 2025. It recommends pletho-
ra of reforms at all levels of school
education which seek to ensure

quality of schools, transformation
of the curriculum including peda-
gogy with 5+3+3+4 design cov-
ering children in the age group
3-18 years, reform in the current
exams and assessment system,
strengthening of teacher training,
and restructuring the education
regulatory framework.

It seeks to increase public in-
vestment in education, strengthen
the use of technology and increase
focus on vocational and adult edu-
cation, among others. It recom-
mends that the curriculum load in
each subject should be reduced to
its ‘core essential’ content by mak-
ing space for holistic, discussion
and analysis-based learning.

Education as it is considered

with about 1.49 Mn schools, 9.5
Mn teachers, and nearly 265 Mn
students. Being the world’s most
populous nation, India boasts a re-
markable demographic advantage
with a substantial youth popula-
tion. Nearly one out of every four
individuals falls between the ages
of 15 and 29, fuelling the demand
for a highly skilled and capable
workforce across a wide range of
industries and sectors.

Education is one of the most
vital components that will help
in changing the status of India
from a developing nation to a de-
veloped nation. Moreover, if we
take a careful look at the demo-
graphics of India, we can observe
that states and cities that have the

strong intent to further revamp
school infrastructure, increase the
number of schools, basic ameni-
ties, and number of skilled teach-
ers is poised to further increase the
number of school enrolments and
reduce the school dropout rate.

We all know we have incepted
in the era of the fourth industrial
revolution. We are living the
renaissance of technology and
in such a state, technology and
education system cannot be kept
apart.Students must be taught
about technology right from the
early years of their education so
that it does not come like an alien
thing in their later times.

Schools must embrace tech-
nology and education with an

'7- Schools must embrace technology and education with an open
heart and propagate the same to the students as it is there, where their future lies.While it
is not humanly possible for a single teacher to pay attention to every student, schools must start
looking at the use of technologies like artificial intelligence and chatbots who can become the
helping hand to the teachers as well as students

to be a key area where drastic
growth and development is re-
quired. So various future pros-
pects have been considered and
policies are drafted. The vision is
to ensure that education in India
is of the highest quality and avail-
able to the whole population with-
out discrimination.

In ancient India, education
was considered to be sacred and
teachers were given the utmost
respect by everyone. Education
in Ancient India consisted of
both physical development and
learning. There was equal em-
phasis on a healthy mind and a
healthy body. Furthermore, the
main subjects that were taught
in Ancient India were religion,
warfare, philosophy, astrology,
and medicine.

One important aspect of the
education system in ancient In-
dia was the Gurus and their pu-
pils worked together to become
proficient in all aspects of learn-
ing. Another important aspect of
education in ancient India was
that women were also given equal
rights to education and teaching.

Today, India boasts of one
of the largest education systems

highest literacy rates have supe-
rior infrastructure and advanced
technology as compared to other
states or cities.

The Economic Survey 2023
marks the government’s efforts of
pushing education infrastructure
reforms in schools like the upgra-
dation of basic facilities and digi-
tisation which have been steadily
promoted with a thrust on mod-
ern pedagogy. The survey further
underlines that the revamping of
basic infrastructure facilities in
schools in terms of availability
of recognised schools and skilled
teachers also reflect in the im-
proved student-teacher ratio in
schools in FY22.

The student-teacher ratio
which marks the availability of
teachers in schools, is an essen-
tial indicator which is inversely
proportional to the improvement
in quality of education. As per the
Economic Survey, the pupil-teach-
er ratio has been consistently in-
creasing at all levels from FY13 to
FY22: from 34.0 to 26.2 at Primary,
23.0 to 19.6 at Upper Primary, 30.0
to 17.6 at Secondary, and 39.0 to
27.1 at the Higher Secondary level.

The central government’s

open heart and propagate the
same to the students as it is there,
where their future lies.While it is
not humanly possible for a single
teacher to pay attention to every
student, schools must start look-
ing at the use of technologies like
artificial intelligence and chatbots
who can become the helping hand
to the teachers as well as students.
In conclusion, improving edu-
cation requires a comprehensive
approach that addresses the vari-
ous challenges faced by the edu-
cation system. The government
should invest more in education,
improve teacher quality, focus on
digital education, encourage girls'
education, promote vocational ed-
ucation, and encourage parental
involvement. By these measures,
the education system can be trans-
formed, ensuring that every child
has access to quality education.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer

The author can be mailed at
m.haniefl@gmail.com

X/ Twitter: @haniefmha
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Celebrate an eco-friendly Diwali

hazards. So let's celebrate an eco-
friendly Diwali.

These days, eco-friendly or a
green Diwali is being promoted. It
is recommended that we use only
earthen lamps and organic colours
for Diwali and avoid the bursting of

dip. This reversal leads to missed opportunities for growth! Historical data
shows that the Nifty index has delivered a 14% CAGR over 30 years—far ex-
ceeding returns from traditional investments. Yet, many still incur losses due
to speculation and poor timing. Remember, investing is a long game; quality
matters over quick returns.Let’s embrace patience, select quality investments,
and trust our financial advisors. Better decisions lead to better outcome
Learn from the insights of @Irshad Mushtaq, Writer, Investor, Entrepreneur
& Founder of M I Securities! Connect for valuable financial advice at
misecurities@bp.sharekhan.com

firecrackers, as they can be harmful
to the ecosystem and cause air and
noise pollution.

an integral part of the festival. Cel-
ebrating a festival does not necessar-
ily have to be harmful to the planet
that we live on.

Firecrackers burn and release
smoke into the air, causing air and
noise pollution. This causes health

iwali, or Deepavali, is

a festival of lights that

brings joy to people. It is

a festival of fun, laugh-

ter, heaps of sweets, new clothes
and crackers.

Nope! Crackers are anything but

Jubel D'Cruz
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Wasim Kakroo

In Kashmir, a region that is known for its
distinctive cultural, social, and religious cus-
toms, marriage is not just a union of two peo-
ple or two families but goes well beyond that
as it has rich symbolic significance. Despite
its importance in a collectivistic culture such
as ours, there is a growing concern regarding
a shift in the trend, especially in the recent
few years, with regards to the age at which
people marry. This shift can have a myriad of
reasons, from money and job issues to per-
sonal choices and it can affect an individual
at psychological level, especially women, in a
society where marriage is traditionally seen
as a foundation of adulthood and stability.

Reasons for Delayed Marriages in Kashmir
Economic Instability and Unemployment

In the past many decades, the turbulent
political situation in Kashmir, along with the
availability of only a handful of economic op-
portunities, has made youth feel financially
insecure. Since marriage in our culture like
many other cultures around the world in-
volves significant expenses, including dowry
practices, ceremonies, and post-marital re-
sponsibilities, thus marriage becomes a very
difficult thing to manage without stable and
secure employment. It results in men and
women alike postponing their marriage until
they become financially independent, which
is hard to come by for most.

Educational Aspirations and Career Goals

Another important reason for delayed
marriages is that people, especially youth,
have started to give education too much im-
portance. Nowadays, many young people,
both male and female, put off getting mar-
ried so that they complete their studies or
follow their career/professional goals. In fact,
this emphasis on education and professional
goals may lead to the further postponement
of marital plans and preparations. Women
in particular may find it more challenging
to deal with this focus on studies and career
aspirations since they wish to achieve their
goals while also fitting in with society's ex-
pectations.

Social Expectations and Marital Pressure

In Kashmir, traditional marriage customs
necessitate complex demands from both
families. Arranged marriage is still the norm
in Kashmir, and families in such cases look

Mirdful Fridasys

Economic Pressures
and Personal Aspirations

Understanding Delayed Marriages and Their Psychological Impact on Kashmiri Women

for ideal matches based on caste, financial
standing, and other factors. The marriages in
such cases can get delayed, especially when
families are too choosy. One more factor that
might contribute to the delay in marriage is
related to the growing demand for dowries
from the bride’s family, despite efforts to
eliminate such practices.

Changing Social Attitudes and Preferences

People’s views and attitude towards mar-
riage and relationships is also changing slow-
ly. Young people, especially women, are get-
ting more conscious of what they want and
prefer for themselves if they decide to get
married. Rather than rushing into marriage
just to satisfy societal expectations, they are
more and more looking for partners who
seem compatible to them and with whom
they can share a meaningful and productive
relationship.

Psychological Impact on Women Remain-
ing Single

Remaining single or delaying marriage in
order to pursue education or career aspira-
tions might be beneficial but it might ad-
versely impact the psychological wellbeing of
such women as marriage is still considered to
be an important part of life in societies such
as Kashmir. In societies such as ours, severe
emotional and psychological trauma may be
faced by women, who choose to remain single
or face delays in marriage as societal norms
in this society place too much of pressure on
women to get married by a certain age.

1. Social Stigma and Pressure

In conservative societies such as Kash-
mir, women who choose to remain single or
whose marriage gets delayed due to certain
reasons are sometimes stigmatized. Such
women may be judged as "too choosy,” "un-
lucky," or "crossed their youth,". This affects
their self-esteem negatively. Adding to their
plight are the feelings of shame, embarrass-
ment, and inadequacy caused by the constant
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questioning by their relatives and acquain-
tances about their marital status.

2. Loneliness and Isolation

Though marriage is not the only way to
have a fulfilled and prosperous life, and in
fact, marriage is usually a stressful endeavor
most of the time, however, a person who
has reached a marriageable age but is still
single can feel emotionally lonely especially
when friends and peers move on to married
life. Single women who reach marriageable
age find themselves lonelier as time passes
as their friends and peers start to get mar-
ried and become more involved in their own
families as their priorities change naturally.
This leaves such women feel isolated. This
disconnection from family and friends can
create emotional voids and affect their men-
tal health adversely.

3. Fear of Future Uncertainty

Being an unmarried single woman in Kash-

mir is not only emotionally and socially chal-
lenging, it also affects their sense of financial
stability and security. Unmarried women can
feel financially insecure due to lack of a part-
ner since marriage is still seen as a source of
social and economic support especially for
women as financial responsibilities are still
considered to be the main domain of men. As
such unmarried women become older, their
anxiety becomes more pronounced, as they
start worrying about who will care for them
in later years, especially given the absence
of well functioning and strong social welfare
system in societies such as Kashmir.

4. Internalized Shame and Self-Doubt

Women who remain single, might feel a
sense of shame as they may have to listen
to a constant narrative that the main role of
women is to get married and raise a family.
This internalized shame might instill a sense
of doubt in such women about their existence
and meaning of life and they may start to be-
lieve they are somehow "incomplete” with-
out a partner. This can lead to meaningless-
ness, depression, and even identity struggles.

5. Depression and Anxiety

Emotional disorders such as anxiety and
depression can be a common occurrence
among single women or those women whose
marriage gets delayed due to certain reasons
owing to social isolation, familial pressure,
and personal insecurities. Feeling trapped
between their personal aspirations and soci-
etal expectations, they may have poor emo-
tional wellbeing.

6. Trans-generational trauma:

Women who marry in their mid thirties
and beyond start to face a lot of other issues as
well. They may have difficulty in getting preg-
nant and that can be one more reason for their
emotional instability. If such women some-
how manage to have a child, they may still
face another challenge in the form of parent-
ing and a generation gap of 30-40 years may
be difficult to manage for such parents and it
might give trauma to their next generation as
such parents and their children may have dif-
ficulty in getting along with each other.

The author is a licensed clinical psycholo-
gist (alumni of Govt. Medical College Sri-
nagar) and works as a Child, Adolescent and
Family therapist at Centre for Mental Health
Services (CMHS) at Rambagh Srinagar. He
can be reached at 8825067196

Does the Pursuit of Happiness

Monica Vilhauer

Lead to a Better Life?

o you ever feel frustrated by the
Dendless pursuit of happiness? If so,

you're not alone—and there may be
scientific reasons behind your feelings.

A recent study in Psychological Sci-
encecalls into question whether mak-
ing happiness a priority truly enhances
well-being. Researcher Kuan-Ju Huang
surveyed over 8,000 Dutch adults, aiming
to uncover whether consistently valuing
happiness actually improves well-being
over time. The findings might challenge
some of the assumptions you have about
the relationship between happiness and
well-being.

First of all, I want to be clear that hap-
piness is undoubtedly a critical compo-
nent of well-being. However, previous
research has suggested that treating
happiness as an explicit goal can some-
times have unintended negative effects.
One reason for this is that failing to meet
your happiness desires often results in
feelings of disappointment. Additionally,
many people lack a clear understanding
of what steps to take to genuinely boost
happiness, making the pursuit of happi-
ness confusing and ineffective.

Unlike prior studies that only mea-
sured participants’ happiness at a single
point in time, this new study used a lon-
gitudinal design, tracking changes from
2019 to 2023. Each year, participants
were asked to rate the importance of hap-
piness to them and to report on their life

satisfaction and emotional experiences,
both positive and negative.

The results? Participants who con-
sistently valued happiness generally
reported higher levels of overall well-
being. However, a more nuanced pic-
ture emerged when they examined how
changes in the value placed on happiness
affected life satisfaction over time. Kuan-

Ju Huang found that simply increasing
one’s focus on happiness from one year to
the next did not lead to greater life satis-
faction a year later. In fact, it led to mixed
emotional outcomes, with increases in
both positive and negative emotions.
Huang suggests that this pattern might
reflect the pressure that comes with
making happiness a primary goal. The

Perhaps the most significant insight

more you focus on the need to be happy,
the more pressure you feel to achieve it,
potentially leading to feelings of failure
or “happiness concern” (the tendency to
worry excessively about happiness). This
concern over happiness paradoxically re-
duces well-being!

Key Takeaways

from this study is that pursuing hap-
piness as a primary objective might be
misguided. Happiness should be seen as
an outcome rather than a goal. It emerges
naturally when you engage in activities
that are meaningful to you.

Instead of chasing happiness as an
abstract goal, it may be more effective to
pursue specific activities that are known
to enhance well-being, such as spending
quality time with loved ones or engag-
ing in mindfulness practices. These ap-
proaches promote presence and content-
ment, fostering a more genuine sense of
fulfillment.

For instance, as a songwriter, I find joy in
creating music. Rather than chasing hap-
piness itself, I can focus on writing more
songs and playing more guitar. By doing
what I love, happiness becomes an inevita-
ble byproduct rather than an elusive target.

See the difference? When you direct
your efforts toward activities that fulfill
you, happiness is a natural outcome. Pur-
suing tangible goals that enhance well-
being not only makes happiness more
attainable but also serves as a practical
strategy for a better life.

And if the activities you currently pur-
sue don’t contribute to your happiness? It
might be time to reassess their value in
your overall well-being.

The article was originally published by
Psychology Today
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OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT LEGAL
SERVICES AUTHORITY SRINAGAR
Dated: 14.10.2024
Present: Ms. Nusrat Ali Hakak
Inthe case of:
J&K Bank Ltd B/u: Saffa Kadal
Through its Attorney Holder Jaweed Ahmad Shera
\/S]

1. M/S Abdul Hamid Rather Patlipora Bala Chattabal
Srinagar through its Sole Proprietor Abdul Hamid Rather
Rl/o: Patlipora Bala Chattabal Srinagar

...(Borrower)

2. JohnMohammad Sheikh S/o: Abdul Gani Sheikh

Rlo: Zaffron Colony Pantha Chowk Lasjan Srinagar
3. Mansoor Ahmad Sofi S/o: Mohammad Shafi Sofi

R/o: BaghwanporaNoorbagh Srinagar

... (Guarantors)
In the matter of Substitute service
through Publication / Advertisement

Whereas, applicant Bank has filed application before this
authority in terms of Section 12-A of Act and Commercial Courts.

Whereas, number of notices were issued against non-
applicants on many occasions but services could not be
effective due to insufficient /incomplete address.

Whereas, it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
undersigned that service of non-applicants could not be
effective in ordinary mode.

Therefore,the non-applicants through the medium of this
notice are directed to appear in person or their attorney by or
before the next date of hearingi.e. 04.11.2024

Sd/-
Secretary (Sub Judge)
District Legal Services Authority Srinagar

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
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OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT LEGAL
SERVICES AUTHORITY SRINAGAR

Dated: 22.08.2024
Present: J.ABakshi

Inthe case of:

J&K Bank Ltd B/u: Air Cargo Srinagar
Through its Attorney Holder Jaweed Ahmad Shera

Vis

1. M/SKehkashan Art Crafts

Through its Proprietor Fayaz Ahmad Shah

S/o: Ghulam Hassan Shah

R/o: Syed Hamidpora Nawabazar Srinagar

... (Defendant/Borrower)
2. ShowkatAhmad Pandit

S/o: Abdul Rashid Pandit.

R/o: Budoo Bagh Khanyar Srinagar
3. Mohammad Rafiq Sheikh

S/o: Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh

R/o: New Colony Batmaloo Srinagar

... (Guarantors / Defendants)
In the matter of Substitute service
through Publication / Advertisement

Whereas, applicant Bank has filed application before this
authority in terms of Section 12-A of Act and Commercial Courts.

Whereas, number of notices were issued against non-
applicants on many occasions but services could not be
effective due to insufficient /incomplete address.

Whereas, it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
undersigned that service of non-applicants could not be
effective in ordinary mode.

Therefore,the non-applicants through the medium of this
notice are directed to appear in person or their attorney by or
before the next date of hearingi.e. 08.11.2024

Sd/-
Secretary (Sub Judge)

ab District Legal Services Authority Srinagar

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT LEGAL
SERVICES AUTHORITY SRINAGAR

Dated: 23.10.2024
Present: Ms. Nusrat Ali Hakak

Inthe Case of:

J&KBank Ltd, BU: Maloora Srinagar

Through its Attorney Holder Jaweed Ahmad Shera.

....Applicant
VIS
Imtiyaz Ahmad Shagoo S/o: Ali Mohd Shagoo
R/o: Mustafa Abad Zainakote Shalteng
In the matter of : Substitute service through publication /
Advertisement

Whereas , applicant Bank has filed application before this
authority in terms of Section 12-A of Act and Commercial Courts.

Whereas number of notices were issued against non-
applicants on many occasions but services could not be
effective due to insufficient/incomplete address.

Whereas , it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
undersigned that service of non-applicant could not be effective
in ordinary mode.

Therefore, the non applicants through the medium of this
notice are directed to appear in person or their attorney by or
before the next date of hearingi,e 21.11.2024

Sd/- Secretary (Sub- Judge)
District Legal Service Authority
Srinagar
No. 1816/DLSA/Publication/Sgr/24
Dated: 31.10.24 ab

Government of UT of Jammu and Kashmir

Office of the Medical
Superintendent ASYM

District Hospital Budgam
office mail id. medsupdhb@gmail.com

QUOTATION

Fresh sealed quotations are invited from registered/ au-
thorized petrol pumps of the valley for supply of HSD for
the central heating system during the winter session 2024-
2025. The quotation should be reach to this office by are
before 02/11/2024 up to 02:00pm on all working days in
the office of undersigned alongwith CDR of Rs: 10000/= ad-
dressed to Medical Superintendent ASYM District Hospital
Budgam. The quotation will be opened on the same day at
03:00pm in the office chamber of Medical Superintendent
ASYM District hospital Budgam.
Medical Superintendent

ASYM District Hospital Budgam
No:- DHB/2024/1601-06
DIPK-7009/24
Dated:-31-10-2024

Email ID : secyrddli@gmail.com Tel. No. 0191-2564763 (J), 0194-2506269 (S) website: jkpr.gov

Department of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Civil Secretariat

The Department of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj, Jammu & Kashmir, invites expressions
of interest for the empanelment of Retired Executive Engineers(Civil) or Above for the
inspection and monitoring of works under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) in the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

Eligibility:

Designation: UT Level Quality Menitor (UT-QM) (1 Post) / Quality Monitor (QM)
(10 Posts).

Age: Up to 65 years

Position: Retired Executive Engineer (Civil) or above from PWD/ REW/ Jal Shakti/
Agricultural Engineer/Military Engineering Services or any other Govt. Establishment.
The Applicant should have sound health & physical fitness to undertake tours to
different rural pockets of any district.

The applicants who have already worked as (Quality Monitors) or NQMs (National
Quality Monitors) in other Government Departments of UT shall be given preference
provided a satisfactory experience certificate from the concerned Department is
produced from an officer not less than the rank of Chief Engineer.

Roles & Responsibilities:

The UT-QM will assist the Additional Secretary to the Government (Member Secretary
MGNREGA) at the UT level in analysis, drawing inferences, compilation and follow up of
reports received from QMs.

The UT (QM) shall assist in preparing a visit Plans, based on the list of work/sites for visit
of QMs.

The QM will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating at least 10% of the works
executed under MGNREGS in each district.

QMs need to visit the assigned district for maximum upto 10 days in a month (at least 5
days in each district).

The QM will provide suggestions/advise corrective measures of the works and
implementation of the same shall be ensured.

The action taken report on the remarks of the m¢ nitored works shall be sent regularly
for its corrective action to the DPC/PO and its implementation should be reviewed by
the UT.

The QM shall upload the outcome of monitoring in MGNREGA website.

Remuneration:

UT-QM: %40,000/- per month.

QM: %3,000/- per day for field visits subject to a maximum of 10 days per month with
additional allowances for transportation @ Rs 10/- per Km from HQ in case use of
personal vehicle, stationery @ Rs1500/- P.M, and halts @ Rs1500/- per day in case of
halt in the field (maximum 3 nights in a month) shall be paid on production of receipt
countersigned by the SE concerned in case the inspection site is beyond 100 Kms
distance from Head Quarters.

The QM shall submit tour diary alongwith photographic evidence countersigned by the
SE has to be produced after completion of the tour for necessary payment alongwith the
reports.

General Terms:

The empanelment will be for 3 years, subject to annual review.

Applicants must possess a domicile certificate of Jammu & Kashmir.

The application should be submitted in the format provided in this advertisement or
downloaded through the online portal mentioned below.

Applicant must produce a medical certificate of fitr.ess issued by competent authority at
the time of interview.

SaQM or NQMs ousted from any department need not apply. Mis-information by
applicant if detected at any point of time shall invite termination of contract.

Submission Deadline: All Applications should be submitted on or before [Insert Date] at 5 PM.

Address for Communication:

Additional Secretary, MGNREGA Section

Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Department,

Room No. 4/20, Mini Block, Civil Secretariat, Jammu - 180001

For more details and application format, please visit the official
websitehttps://jkpanchayat.jk.gov.in/ of the Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Department,
Jammu & Kashmir.

ANNEXURE “A*

To,
The

APPLICATION FORM

Sub: Application for the post of Union Territory - Quality Monitor/Quality Monitor.
(Strike out whichever is not applicable)

Ref: Your AdvertisemMent NO.........cccouviessssinsemessssssssssssssssessnssmssenas

Sir/Ma’am,

In response to your advertisement quoted above on the subject, | have the honour to offer

myself as a candidate for the same with the particulars furnished in the prescribed form.
i

Name in full (block letters):

. Present Address:
. E-mail & Phone No. (block letters):

2
3
4,
5
6

Father's Name & Present address:

. Place of birth including Police Station and District:

. Educational qualification and the name & full address of the education institution (last

attended):
(Copies of certificates should be enclosed)
Other Qualification:

. Community:

(a) State your religion:
{b) Are you a member of SC/ST?
{Answer 'Yes' or ‘No'. If yes, state particulars with a copy of the certificate)

9.Age on the 1*'January 2024 (as per H.S.L.C. Examination):
(A copy of the certificate should be enclosed)

10. Present occupation, if any:

11. Previous appointment held with designation and name of the organization:
(Furnish relevant documents)

12. Are you a temporary or retrenched personnel of the Govt. of J&K?

(Answer 'Yes' or 'No'. If yes, state particulars)

13. Pensioners P.P.O No.:
(Enclose a copy)

| am a candidate for the post of
true to the best of my knowledge and belief. In case of a false statement, | am liable to any

and the facts stated above are

action the Government may deem fit and proper.

Date:

DIPK-7097/24
dated: 31-10-2024

Signature of the Applicant

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR

BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION,
Rehari Colony, Jammu/ Bemina, Srinagar

NOTIFICATION

Subject:- Constitution of Committee in case titled "Kirmania Model High
School, Batwina, Ganderbal V/s Union territory of J&K and others".

Whereas, by virtue of S.0 177 notified on 15.04.2022, Section 2B was added
to The J&K School Education Rules2010; mandating that the applications
for grant of Affiliation/ Recognition shall be accompanied by a no-objection
certificate regarding land use issued by the Revenue Department.
Whereas, various school managements in the U.T of J&K failed to furnish-
the requisite NOC from Revenue Department and thereby extension in af-
filiation/ recognition in respect of these schools could not be granted.
Whereas, with a view to protect the academic interest of students enrolled
in these schools, tagging with the nearby Government schools was imple-
mented as a provisional measure.

Whereas, in the meanwhile many such schools located on Kahcharaie/
State/ Shamilat land filed writ petitions in the Hon.ble High Court of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, challenging provisions of S.0 177.

Whereas, the Hon'ble High Court of Jammu and Kashmir disposed the writ
petitions (clubbed) vide Judgement dated 08.08.2024, the operative part
of which reads as under;

where the schools being run on Kahcharie/ State/ Shamilat etc. Land are
concerned', the petitioners therein can either acquire the proprietary land
and / or approach the respondent-authority (Principal Secretary to Govern-
ment Department of Education, U.T of J&K/ J&K Board of School Educa-
tion) with their plea as is made by them in their respective writ petitions
for consideration which can also include the exchange of proprietary land
in lieu of Kahcharie/ State/ Shamilat etc. Land, as may be available under
and in terms of the Land Revenue Act or any other applicable law(s). All
these requests/ applications shall be made by the petitioners within four
weeks from

today. Principal Secretary to Government, Department of School Edu-
cation, UT of J&K/ J&K Board of School Education, on receipt of such
application(s),shall decide the same either himself/ itself or by constituting
a Committee, comprising of senior officers of the School Education Depart-
ment/ J&K Board of School Education, Revenue Department or any other
departments(s) as may be thought appropriate by him/ it, and get such
applications decided within four months. While doing so, the petitioners(s)
shall also be heard.

It is made clear here that in the event any of the writ petitioners makes the
same proposal as has been made by the petitionerin WP(C) no.3250/2023,
such a case will be governed and regulated by the directions passed herein
above in WP(C) no. 3250/2023.
Till then petitioners) be permitted to run the school(s) provided they are
able to do so having regard to change of circumstances during pendency of
instant matter as the students studying in those schools have been shifted
to other schools.
With regard to the writ petitions/ cases, where Kahcharie/ State / Shamilat
land etc. is not involved, they (writ petitioners therein) can also approach
Principal Secretary to Government, Department of School Education, U.T
of J&K/ J&K Board of School Education, with their request/ plight within
four weeks from today. On receipt of such application(s), he/ it shall either
himself/ itself decide or get such application(s) decided through the Com-
mittee, to be constituted by him/ it, within a period of four months and
while doing so, petitioner(s) shall also be heard. Till then petitioner(s) be
permitted to run the school(s) provided they are able to do so having regard
to change of circumstances during pendency of instant matter as the stu-
dents studying in those schools have been shifted to other schools "
Whereas, as per the directions of the Hon'ble High Court dated 08.08.2024
the School Education Department vide Circular No:06-JI< (Edu) of 2024
dated 19.09.2024 has notified for information of all stakeholders, “that
JKBOSE shall grant Provisional affiliation, as a one time exemption, to all
such schools which are without a valid affiliation, both for the earlier aca-
demic session 2023-24 (when they were tagged with the nearby govern-
ment school) and current academic session 2024-25, for non= conformity
to provisions of SO 177. Further, JKBOSE shall extend all board related facili-
ties viz; Registration Return (RR) forms, eligibility, migration and examina-
tion to such schools for sessions 2023-24 and 2024-25, for classes 9lh to
12lh. It is clarified that this exemption/ provisional affiliation is subject to
the decision of the Proposed Committee to be constituted by the General
Administration Department, as directed by the Hon'ble High Court and may
be rescinded if the committee arrives at a contrary decision".
Whereas, a committee headed by the Chairman, J&K Board of School Edu-
cation has been constituted by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir,
General Administration Department, Civil Secretariat, J&K vide Govern-
ment Order No 1703-JK (GAD) of 2024 dated 04.10.2024, with the following
terms of reference:

l. To examine the applications so received, bn case to case basis as
per the extant rules in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir and submit the report
along-with specific recommendations, individually on case to case basis, to
the Government not later than two (02) months.

2 To seek details/ documents from the institutions, as felt necessary for ex-
amination of the cases. , .

3. The committee while examining the representation shall give op-
portunity of being heard to each applicant.

It is therefore, notified for information of all the stakeholders/ heads of all
such private schools (high and higher Secondary) which are without a valid
affiliation for non‘ conformity to provisions of S.0 177 that they shall sub-
mit their representation to the office of the Joint Secretary, General, Jammu
Division at Rehari Colony and the Joint Secretary, General, Kashmir Division
at Bernina, as the case may be during office hours within a period of 15 days
from the date of issuance of this Notification

(Sudershan Kumar ) JKAS
Secretary

No:- F(Gen-Affil)B/JD/2024
DIPK-NB-2105/24
Dated: 31.10.2024.
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India Faces 24.7% GDP Loss
By 2070 Due To Climate
Change: ADB Report

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Climate change un-
der a high-end emissions scenario
could lead to a 16.9 per cent loss in
GDP by 2070 across the Asia and
Pacific region, with India project-
ed to suffer a 24.7 per cent GDP
loss, according to a new report.

Rising sea levels and decreas-
ing labour productivity would
drive the most significant losses,
with lower-income and fragile
economies being hit the hardest, it
said. The new research, presented
in the inaugural issue of ADB's
"Asia-Pacific Climate Report", de-
tails a series of damaging impacts
threatening the region.

It says that if the climate crisis
continues to accelerate, up to 300
million people in the region could
be at risk from coastal inundation,
and trillions of dollars’ worth of
coastal assets could face annual
damage by 2070.

“Climate change has super-
charged the devastation from
tropical storms, heat waves, and
floods in the region, contribut-
ing to unprecedented economic
challenges and human suffering,”
said ADB President Masatsugu
Asakawa.

Urgent, well-coordinated cli-
mate action addressing these im-

pacts is necessary before it is too
late, he said.

This climate report provides
insights into financing urgent ad-
aptation needs and offers prom-
ising policy recommendations to
governments in our developing
member countries on how to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions at
the lowest cost, he added.

“By 2070, climate change under a
high-end emissions scenario could
cause a total loss of 16.9 per cent of
GDP across the Asia and Pacific re-
gion. Most of the region would face
more than 20 percent loss.

"Among the assessed countries
and subregions, these losses are
concentrated in Bangladesh (30.5
percent), Viet Nam (per cent),
Indonesia (per cent), India (24.7
percent), ‘the rest of Southeast
Asia’ (23.4 per cent), higher-in-
come Southeast Asia (22 per cent),
Pakistan (21.1 per cent), the Pacific
(18.6 per cent), and the Philippines
(18.1 per cent),” the report said.

Mission Dir HADP Calls
For Leveraging Horticulture
Potential In Untapped Districts

Observer news Service

JAMMU- A meeting regarding the
priming and review of the Jammu
and Kashmir Competitiveness
Improvement Project (JKCIP) was
held Thursday under the chair-
manship of Mission Director
HADP/JKCIP, Rahul Yadav here in
the conference hall of the Direc-
torate of Agriculture, Jammu.

The meeting brought together
key stakeholders, including the
Director of Horticulture Jammu,
Director of Animal Husbandry,
Director of Sheep Husbandry,
Joint Director Agriculture (Ex-
tension/SLUB), and officers from
agriculture and allied depart-
ments. The Director of Agricul-
ture Kashmir and heads of allied
departments participated via
video conferencing.

During the meeting, Mission
Director Rahul Yadav empha-
sized the need for a comprehen-
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sive plan to develop a curriculum
for training programs aimed at
enhancing the skills of trainers,
which will ultimately benefit
farmers. He urged participants
to focus on developing the hor-
ticulture sector in districts that
are not currently recognized
for it, leveraging their unique
strengths in this field.

The Mission Director suggest-
ed involving farmers and private
stakeholders in forming Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs)
to promote niche crops, with ac-
tive credit linkage and support
from financial institutions in the
Union Territory. He highlighted
that the primary objective of the
JKCIP is enhancing the competi-
tiveness and climate resilience of
farmers through various initia-
tives, including production sup-
port, value addition, and mar-
keting of high-value niche crops
produced across the UT.

High-Density Apples Continue
To Transform Kashmir’s
Horticulture Sector

‘Demand For High-Density Cult

Agencies

SRINAGAR- High-density ap-
ple cultivation continues to
revolutionise Kashmir's hor-
ticulture sector by offering
farmers good returns com-
pared to traditional varieties.
An official from the Horti-
culture Department said that
the demand for high-density
apple farming is increasing
as more farmers convert their
land to this lucrative method.
Growers across the val-
ley said that high-density
apple farming has changed
the landscape of horticulture,
with good profits realised just
one year after planting, re-
ported news agency KNO.
Farmers transitioning to
high-density cultivation are
finding great success. One
grower, Mohammad Ayoub,
said he earned only Rs 100,000
from traditional apple trees
on his three-canal land. “Af-
ter switching to high-density
apples, my earnings soared to
Rs 600,000 in just the second
year, which made me to con-
sider expanding my high-den-
sity acreage,” he said.
Introduced in Kashmir after
2015, high-density apple vari-
eties produce fruit much soon-
er than traditional trees, which
typically take 15 years to bear
fruit. High-density plants yield
fruit within the first or second
year and reach full production
by the fourth or fifth year. Har-
vesting occurs in August-Sep-

tember. This minimises risks
from early snowfall, which can
damage late-harvested tradi-
tional apples.

Currently, popular high-den-
sity varieties include Jeromine,
King Roat, Gala Scarlet, Red Ve-
lox, Scarlet Spur-II, Super Chief,
Redlum Gala and Auvi Fuji.

Experts say that while the
quality of local high-density
apples can compete with
international varieties, im-
provements in grading prac-
tices are essential for market
competitiveness.

According to officials, high-
density apple orchards are
transforming the sector, with
nurseries being established
to meet the growing demand.
“Orchardists receive a 50%
subsidy for establishing high-
density fruit orchards,” an
official said, adding that the
demand for high-density ap-
ple trees is so high that some
growers must wait a year or
more to receive trees sourced
from other countries.

ivation On The Rise; 5,500 Hectares Targeted By 2026’

Under a modified high-
density plantation scheme,
the government aims to bring
5,500 hectares of land in Jam-
mu and Kashmir under high-
density apple cultivation by
2026, he added.

Notably, the first high-
density apple orchard in the
region was inaugurated by
former Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed in Sep-
tember 2015 at Bamdoora,
Anantnag district.

Kashmir produces over 2
million metric tonnes of apples
annually, sometimes reaching
2.5 million metric tonnes.

According to the 2017 eco-
nomic survey, half of Kash-
mir's population relies on
the apple industry, with over
350,000 hectares dedicated to
apple cultivation. Horticulture
contributes  approximately
9.5% to the state's gross do-
mestic product (SGDP) and
generates 8.5 crore man-days
of employment annually in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Horticulture Deptt Flags Off
Exposure Visit Of Women Farmers

Observer News Service

JAMMU- Director Horti-
culture Jammu C. L Sharma
flagged off an Exposure visit
of Women Farmers to encour-
age them to avail the prom-
ising returns of Horticulture
farming.

Exposure visits are organ-
ised to enable farmers living
in one place to exchange and
share good farming practices
with their counterparts at an-
other location.

The Director Horticulture,
while interacting with the
women farmers, briefed them
about different schemes of
the department. He asked
them to form Self Help
Groups (SHG’s) and assured
that the department will as-
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sist them in setting up Micro
Food Processing units for val-
ue addition of fruit and vege-
table products, on subsidized
cost. “Such ventures will help
them to become self-reliant
and play an important role in
enhancing the family income”
he added.

The Director said that the
department has the provi-
sion of imparting training
to the interested persons at
their door steps in the art of
processing of fruits and vege-
tables to convert it into value
added products such as Jam,
Pickle, Preserve, Candy, Sauc-
es, Squash, Jelly's etc.

Further, he said that the
department will facilitate
the women entrepreneurs in
selling their products in the

departmental facilitation cen-
tres and cooperative stores.

During the interaction,
women farmers raised several
queries, which were satisfac-
torily addressed by the Direc-
tor Horticulture.

The Exposure visit of more
than 70 women farmers was
flagged of by the Director
Horticulture in presence of
Joint Director Vikas Anand,
Chief Horticulture Officer
Rakesh Kotwal, DLSMS Jam-
mu Sandeep Gupta and other
officers of the department

During the exposure vis-
it, women farmers visited
Strawberry plantation farms,
Protected Cultivation Struc-
tures, Micro- Food Processing
Units, Geo-Tanks etc at Gazian
and Morchapur.

Gold Trades Flat At Rs 82,400 Per
10 Gm; Silver Plunges Rs 1,500

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Gold prices
traded flat at Rs 82,400 per
10 grams while silver prices
dropped by Rs 1,500 per kg in
the national capital on Thurs-
day, according to the All India
Sarafa Association.

The precious metal had ral-
lied Rs 1,000 to breach the
Rs 82,000 per 10 grams level
for the first time in Delhi on
Wednesday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity
also ruled flat at Rs 82,000 per
10 grams -- its all-time high
level -- on Thursday.

However, silver was under
selling pressure and fell below
the Rs 1 lakh mark, declining
by Rs 1,500 to Rs 99,500 per kg
after five straight days of gains.
It had closed at Rs 1.01 lakh per
kg on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, in futures trade
on the Multi Commodity Ex-
change (MCX), gold contracts
for December delivery de-
clined Rs 308 or 0.39 per cent
to trade at Rs 79,428 per 10
grams.

Silver contracts for Decem-
ber delivery plunged Rs 1,016
or 1.04 per cent to Rs 96,724
per kg on the bourse.

"Gold prices witnessed
slight profit-taking as traders
preferred to secure gains from
recent rallies ahead of Friday’s
key events -- the Non-Farm
Payroll (NFP) and unemploy-

ment reports,” Jateen Trivedi,
VP Research Analyst of Com-
modity and Currency, LKP Se-
curities, said.

Currently, gold is trading
around at Rs 79,400 in MCX,
and facing a resistance at Rs
79,600, while Comex shows
a hurdle near USD 2,790 per
ounce. The upcoming US elec-
tion next week is expected to
be a decisive factor for gold's
trend, with market partici-
pants closely watching its
outcome for further direction,
Trivedi said.

In the international mar-
kets, Comex gold futures trad-
ing 0.36 per cent lower to USD
2,790.80 per ounce.

"Gold is expected to range
trade ahead of the US nonfarm
payroll and ISM manufacturing
reports slated to be released
on Friday which will provide
directions for the US Fed mon-
etary policy interest path,”
Praveen Singh, Associate VP of
Fundamental Currencies and
Commodities at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas, said.

Sensex, Nifty Decline On
Selling In IT Shares, FII Sellout

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Benchmark equity
indices Sensex and Nifty fell
for the second day on Thurs-
day dragged down by losses in
IT stocks and relentless foreign
fund outflows.

Falling for the second day in
a row, the BSE Sensex tumbled
553.12 points or 0.69 per cent
to settle at 79,389.06. During
the day, it slumped 654.25
points or 0.81 per cent to
79,287.93.

The NSE Nifty fell by 135.50
points or 0.56 per cent to
24,205.35.

From the 30-share Sensex
pack, Tech Mahindra, HCL
Technologies, Tata Consultancy
Services, Asian Paints, Infosys
and Maruti Suzuki were the
biggest laggards.

In contrast, Larsen & Tou-
bro jumped over 6 per cent
after the infrastructure major
posted a 5 per cent rise in con-
solidated profit after tax to Rs
3,395 crore in the September
2024 quarter on account of
higher income.

Mahindra & Mahindra, Pow-

er Grid, JSW Steel, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, HDFC Bank and
Sun Pharma were also among
the gainers.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors (FllIs) were net sellers in
the capital markets on Thurs-
day, as they offloaded shares
worth Rs 5,813.30 crore, ac-
cording to exchange data.

"The key benchmark indices
traded with mild cuts while
experiencing a broader sell-off
in the technology sector due to
weakness in the US IT compa-
nies, which has led the domes-
tic IT companies to come under
the shadow of underperfor-
mance.

"Investors remain cautious
owing to weak domestic earn-
ings for Q2. However, the mar-
ket expects the momentum to
reverse in H2 due to a rebound
in core sector data and gov-
ernment spending, which are
likely to influence the Samvat
2081 investment strategy,"
Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services, said.

The BSE smallcap gauge
jumped 1.62 per cent while mid-
cap index dipped 0.34 per cent.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT No: TLMD-VI/ 08 of 2024-25 Dated: 25/10/2024
Executive Engineer, TLMD-VI, Bemina Srinagar on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir UT

invites e-tenders (In Two Cover System) valid for 180 days from reputed, experienced and financially
sound Contractors and Executors fulfilling the eligibility criteria specified in the standard bidding

Supply: -
Estimated | Costof Eest Time of Administrati documents for the work detailed below. E-Tenders need to be accompanied by earnest money deposit
S.No Name of Work Cost T/Doc. Money COI'n";fe‘t’ion ';\‘l')'l‘)'f;\';‘:"’e Technical Sanction (EMD) in the shape of DD/CDR from any Nationalized/ Scheduled Bank pledged to Executive Engineer,
(Rs.in Lacs) | (In Rupees) | Deposit TLMD-VI, Bemina Srinagar, J&K.
Supply of painting material required B - - - - -
q i M&HED/K/ Acctt| M&HDB/TS/39 of Thecompletebiddingprocessisonline. However, hardcopiesaretobe submitted only by the Lowest Bidder
01, |for various Dumpers pertaining to| ¢ 54395 | 20000 | 488 10d 210 0f 2024-25| 10-2024 Dated: i - - ina Sri ich wi i
" |Mechanical & Hospitals Sub Division| : /- ays |/2100 i . EULE = in the office of Executive Engineer, TLMD-VI Bemina Srinagar, on the day which will be communicated to
o Dt: - 03-10-2024 25-10-2024 q q q q q q q
1+ Baramulla lowest bidder. Financial bids must be submitted online only as per prescribed format.
1. Downloading of Bids: The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Qs), Set The Standard Bidding Document is available at website http: / /_] ktenders.gov.in.
of Terms & Conditions of Contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in from 28-10-2024
(06:15pM) ) o ) ) S.No Name of work Adv. Cost (in Lacs) Tender Fee (Rs) Cost of EMD (in Rs)
2. Submlssmn_of Bids: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above website from 28-10-2024 (06:30 PM) to 05-11-2024 Insertion of D+6 Type Tower Rs. 2000.00 (refer SBD
(06:55 PM) in two covers. 1 I ion N R 701 £ s @ e 101 _
3. Opening of Bids: The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on 06-11-2024 (13:00 Hrs) in the Office of the Exec- between location No 95 and s.50.70 lacs or details of making 01500/=
utive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. 96 of 220kv ZATL payment)
4. The bidders are required to submit their offers in two (02) covers.

The information regarding schedule of downloading of the tender document and submission dates
thereof is as per the table below:

CRITICAL DATES:-

Issue of e-NIT.

Downloading of bidding documents (Start).

Downloading of bidding documents (End).

e-Bid submission (Start) date& time(Submission).

e-Bid submission (end) date & time(Submission supporting
documents in PDF formats).

Online Techno-Commercial e-Bid opening date and time.

Cover-l shall contain: Scanned copies of following documents:
Rs. 200.00 (Rupees Two hundred only) in shape of e-Challan / e-receipt / online Bank transfer acknowledgement
including m-Pay Delight+, to be uploaded with each online bid pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospi-
tals Division Baramulla. Tender ID to be written also on the voucher.
Bank: J&K Bank. | Branch: T.P Baramulla. | IFSC Code: JAKAOTESHIL | Account No.: 0213010200000051.
Scanned copy of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in the shape of CDR/FDR equivalent to 2% of value of the advertised
cost pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. EMD of successful bidder shall
be released on receipt of 5% Performance Guarantee from (L1) and execution of agreement with the Department.
EMD of un-successful bidders shall be also released as per rules provided in J&K PWD Engineering Manual 2020.
03. [Terms & Conditions |Scanned copy of the Annexure- “A”, “B”& “C” duly accepted by the bidder.
04. |Tax Clearance Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST Number.
05. [GST Scanned copies of PAN Card / GST Registration / Latest GST clearance certificate or acknowledgement of latest returns.
06.|u . Undertaking as per format at Annexure “C” that the bidder has not been blacklisted or debarred by any Govt./Semi

. |Undertaking
Govt. Department.

Note:- Successful Bidder (L1) needs to furnish original EMD and Fee Receipt to this Division / Department for obtaining Letter of Acceptance / L.O.I

from this Division / Department.
Cover I shall contain the price bid as per BOQ which shall be inclusive of all taxes under GST. The price bid is to be uploaded only.

01. |Tender Fee

25-10-2024

25-10-2024 (18:00 hrs)
16-11-2024 (12:00 hrs)
28-10-2024 (10:00 hrs)

16-11-2024 (16:00 hrs)

18-11-2024 (12:00 hrs)
Office of the Executive Engineer.
TLMD-VI, Bemina, Srinagar

02. |EMD

N o] U [S[W]N]

Venue of opening of Techno-Commercial-Bids.

Cost of e-Bid document (to be submitted in the form of DD
8 |/ Online Transfer as per account details in SBD Pledged to|Rs 2000/-

5. The complete bidding process shall be online. executive engineer TLMD-VI,JKTPCL Srinagar).
6. The Financial bid of only qualifying bidders shall be opened online in the Office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Baramulla after
evaluation of the technical bid. J Only the bidders possessing the qualifying criteria as mentioned in the SBD should participate in
7. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) content. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. the bidding process.
The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling the item rate inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the same name as it contains. o Clarificati lsob ht f th ffi fth d a d E- il tledistpdd i
8. The cost of tender document is non-refundable and the tender shall in no case be accepted if submitted by any firm other than the purchaser. arifications can also be soug tfrom the office of the under signed on E-mail tlcdistpdd@gmait. com.
9. Any tender found to have been submitted by the firm by furnishing false information to the Department shall be cancelled and the firm shall be o Before participating in the bids, the bidder shall acquaint himself with the site of work and local
penalized as and when it comes to the notice of the Department even during the currency of the contract. The tenders should be addressed to the conditions.
Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. q q q q el
10. The Department shall not be responsible for delay in submission of bids due to any reasons, whatsoever. ° The dePartment reserves the rlght to I"EJECt any or all the bids without assigning any reason
11. The Department reserves the right to reject or accept any or all bids in part or in full without assigning any reason thereof. thereof.
No: - M&HDB/TS/e-tender-70/1917-22 Sd/- No: TLM D—V|/ 1926-33 Sd/—
e echnica eyt by | | Datedi-25-10-2024 Executive Engineer

Baramulla DT: 31/10/2024

DT: 31/10/2024 TLMD-VI, Bemina, Sgr.
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Iraq's Parliament elects
new speaker to end
nearly yearlong vacuum

Baghdad: After a nearly yearlong vac-
uum, Iraq's Parliament elected a new
speaker Thursday, selecting a promi-
nent Sunni lawmaker who has a close
relationship with Iran.

Mahmoud al-Mashhadani, who
served a previous stint as speaker
from 2006 to 2009, was elected by a
vote of 182 of the 269 legislators who
attended the session, a surprise move
after months of deadlock between
political factions.

Former Speaker Mohammed al-
Halbousi was dismissed by a Federal
Supreme Court last November against
the backdrop of a lawsuit filed by
then-lawmaker Laith al-Dulaimi.

Dulaimi claimed that the speaker
had forged Dulaimi's signature on a
resignation letter, an allegation that
Halbousi denied.

The court ruled to terminate both
Halbousi and al-Dulaimi from their
parliamentary posts. It did not elabo-
rate on why it was issuing the decision.

The position of speaker of
Parliament is assigned to a Sunni ac-
cording to convention in Iraq's pow-
er-sharing system, while the prime
minister is always Shiite and the
president is a Kurd.

The speaker plays an important
role in serving as an intermediary
between the various political blocs
and will be key to the government's
efforts to achieve economic reforms
and reduce internal tensions.

The election of a new parliament
speaker comes at a time when Iraq is

facing major challenges - chief among
them, attempting to navigate the re-
percussions of the wars in the Middle
East and to balance its relationship
with Iran and the United States,
which are backing opposing parties in
the regional conflict.

Iran-aligned political blocs and mi-
litias have significant power in Iraq.
The militias have regularly launched
drone attacks on bases housing US
troops in Iraq and Syria in retaliation
for Washington's support for Israel
in its wars against Hamas in Gaza
and Hezbollah in Lebanon. In recent
months they have also targeted sites
in Israel directly.

At the same time, Iraq's govern-
ment has sought to avoid alienat-
ing the US, upon which it has relied
for economic and military support,
including in the fight against the
Islamic State militant group.

The country also faces rampant
corruption and internal divisions.
Legislators from the pro-Iranian
Shiite political bloc and from the
Sunni bloc close to former Speaker
Halbousi reached a compromise on
al-Mashhadani, apparently in hopes
that he will be able to build a consen-
sus across political blocs.

The new speaker will have to deal
with some controversial legislation,
notable a proposed amendment to
Iraq's personal status law govern-
ing family matters, which critics
say would effectively legalize child
marriage.

Spain searches for bodies after unprecedented
ooding claims at least 158 lives

Barrio: Crews searched for bodies in
stranded cars and sodden buildings
Thursday as people tried to salvage
what they could from their ruined
homes following monstrous flash
floods in Spain that claimed at least
158 lives, with 155 deaths confirmed
in the eastern Valencia region alone.

More horrors emerged from the de-
bris and ubiquitous layers of mud left
by the walls of water that produced
Spain’s deadliest natural disaster in
living memory. The damage recalled
the aftermath of a tsunami, with sur-
vivors left to pick up the pieces as
they mourn their loved ones.

Cars were piled on one another
like fallen dominoes, uprooted trees,
downed power lines and household
items all mired in mud that covered
streets in dozens of communities in
Valencia, a region south of Barcelona
on the Mediterranean coast.

An unknown number of people are
still missing and more victims could
be found.

“Unfortunately, there are dead
people inside some vehicles,” Spain’s
Transport Minister Oscar Puente said
early Thursday before the death toll
spiked from 95 dead late Wednesday
night.

Rushing water turned narrow
streets into death traps and spawned
rivers that tore through homes and
businesses, sweeping away cars, peo-
ple and everything else in its path.
The floods demolished bridges and
left roads unrecognizable.

Luis Sanchez, a welder, was one
of the lucky ones when the storm

turned the V-31 highway south of
Valencia city into a floating graveyard
strewn with hundreds of vehicles. He
said he saved several people.

“I saw bodies floating past. I called
out, but nothing,” Sanchez said. “The
firefighters took the elderly first,
when they could get in. I am from
nearby so I tried to help and rescue
people. People were crying all over,
they were trapped.”

Regional authorities said late
Wednesday it seemed no one was
left stranded on rooftops or in cars in
need of rescue after helicopters saved
some 70 people. The ground crews,
however, were far from done.

“Our priority is to find the vic-
tims and the missing so we can
help end the suffering of their fami-
lies,” Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez said after meeting with re-
gional officials and emergency servic-
es in Valencia on Thursday, the first of
three official days of mourning.

Railways and farms damaged

Spain’s Mediterranean coast is
used to autumn storms that can
cause flooding, but this was the
most powerful flash flood event in
recent memory. Scientists link it to
climate change, which is also behind
increasingly high temperatures and
droughts in Spain and the heating up
of the Mediterranean Sea.

Human-caused climate change has
doubled the likelihood of a storm
like this week’s deluge in Valencia,
according to a rapid but partial
analysis Thursday by World Weather
Attribution, comprising dozens of

international scientists who study
global warming’s role in extreme
weather.

The greatest pain was concen-
trated in Paiporta, a community of
25,000 next to Valencia city where
mayor Maribel Albalat said Thursday
that not fewer than 62 people had
perished.

“(Paiporta) never has floods, we
never have this kind of problem. And
we found a lot of elderly people in the
town center,” Albalat told national
broadcaster RTVE. “There were also
a lot of people who came to get their
cars out of their garages ... it was a
real trap.’

While the most suffering was in-
flicted on municipalities near the city
of Valencia, the storms unleashed
their fury over huge swaths of the
south and eastern coast of the Iberian
peninsula. Two fatalities were con-
firmed in the neighboring Castilla La
Mancha region and one in southern
Andalusia.

The regional president for Castilla
La Mancha, Emilion Garcia-Page, said
that at least one Guardia Civil police
officer was among several missing
people in the town of Letur.

Homes were left without water as
far southwest as Malaga in Andalusia,
where a high-speed train derailed on
Tuesday night although none of the
nearly 300 passengers were hurt.

Greenhouses and farms across
southern Spain, known as Europe’s
garden for its exported produce,
were also ruined by heavy rains
and flooding. The storms spawned a

freak tornado in Valencia and a hail
storm that punched holes in cars in
Andalusia.

Heavy rains continued Thursday
farther north as the Spanish weath-
er agency issued alerts for several
counties in Castellon, in the eastern
Valencia region, and for Tarragona in
Catalonia, as well as southwest Cadiz.

“This storm front is still with us,”
the prime minister said. “Stay home
and heed the official recommenda-
tion and you will help save lives.”

The search goes on amid the
destruction

Over 1,000 soldiers from Spain’s
emergency rescue units joined re-
gional and local emergency workers
in the search for bodies and survi-
vors. The soldiers had recovered 22
bodies and rescued 110 people by
Wednesday night.

. “We are searching house by house,”

Angel Martinez, with a military emer-
gency unit, told Spain’s national radio
RNE from the town of Utiel, where at
least six people died.

Some 150,000 people in Valencia
were  without electricity on
Wednesday, but roughly half had
power by Thursday, Spanish news
agency EFE reported. An unknown
number did not have running water
and were relying on whatever bottled
water they could find.

The region remained partly isolat-
ed with several roads cut off and train
lines interrupted, including the high-
speed service to Madrid. Officials said
that damaged line won't be repaired
for two to three weeks.
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Study Finds Loss

one’s sense of smell can poten-
tially address inflammation has laid
groundwork for future studies aiming
to explore the use of scent in treating
a range of medical conditions, the re-
searchers said.

We Must All

the event, nor did People’s
Conference leader Sajad Gani Lone
and CPI(M) leader Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami, who said the administration
went ahead with the programme de-
spite people “clearly voting” against it.

Sharing J&K’s exceptional journey to-
wards peace, progress and prosperity,
the Lt Governor said the achievements
of the past 5 years of transformation
is a report card of the commitment of
Hon'’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi to the people of J&K.

“l am happy today J&K stands
proudly on the national stage- tall,
self-reliant, and full of self-confidence.
A strong foundation has been laid for
speedy development in all the sectors.
Under the leadership of Hon'ble Prime
Minister, we have fulfilled the aspira-
tions of the people,” the LG said.

On the occasion, the LG highlighted
the progressive policies and reforms
and the unprecedented growth regis-
tered across the sectors in J&K.

Our economic fundamentals are
strong. Peace, stability, rule of law and
time-tested democratic values make
J&K UT an attractive investment des-
tination. The confidence of investors
in Jammu Kashmir is reflected in the
highest ever inflows of investment in
the past four years, he said. The LG also
reiterated his commitment for the ex-
tension of the new industrial develop-
ment scheme in J&K.

Speaking on the achievements reg-
istered in the Banking sector, the LG
highlighted that the J&K Bank is one of
the greatest turnaround success sto-
ries of the UT.

In 2019-20, the bank has reported a
loss of Rs.1139 Cr. It reported a profit
of Rs. 1700 Cr in the year 2023-24. In
current FY, J&K Bank clocked Rs. 991 Cr
in profit, he added.

On the occasion, Sinha called upon
the people to remain united, identify
and isolate anti-national elements and
those disrupting the peace. “My dream
is to see that every family is prosper-
ous. My dream is to see faster develop-
ment of the infrastructure, industries
and fruits of growth reach the last per-
son in the queue,” the LG said.

On the delay in Panchayat and ur-
ban local bodies elections, Sinha said
these polls had to be deferred due to
some constitutional issues.

“The Panchayati Raj institutions and
the ULBs have a big contribution in the
development of Jammu and Kashmir.
Due to some constitutional difficul-
ties, those elections could not be held.
There were Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections and reservation for OBCs was
not extended yet,” he said.

“Now Parliament has passed it (OBC
reservation), I am sure preparations
are being made for those polls in com-
ing days,” he added.

On the occasion, beneficiaries under
different government schemes shared
their success stories.

The event also featured impressive
performances by the artists celebrat-
ing the rich cultural heritage of Jammu
Kashmir.

Gulam Ali Khatana, Member of
Parliament; B R Sharma, Election

Commissioner J&K; Atal Dulloo, Chief
Secretary; Administrative Secretaries,
senior officers of Security Forces, Civil
and Police Administration, and promi-
nent citizens from all walks of life
were present.

UT Foundation

The lieutenant governor adminis-
tration on Thursday celebrated the
fifth foundation day of J&K UT.

“What has happened to J&K has not
happened anywhere before. I want to
tell the LG that for the people of J&K,
and especially for the PDP, today is a
black day and we will see it as a black
day till J&K’s special privileges are
not restored,” Mufti told reporters in
Pulwama.

The former chief minister said her
party will continue “its struggle till
Kashmir issue is not resolved to estab-
lish peace with dignity”.

“I hope the newly elected govern-
ment will take along all the people and
struggle to take J&K out of the present
situation,” she added.

The valley-based mainstream politi-
cal parties criticised the LG administra-
tion for celebrating the UT Foundation
Day and skipped the event.

The ruling National Conference did
not attend the event, nor did People’s
Conference leader Sajad Gani Lone
and CPI(M) leader Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami, who said the administration
went ahead with the programme de-
spite people “clearly voting” against it.

Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference State Spokesperson Imran
Nabi Dar voiced strong opposition
to celebrating “UT Day,” calling the
‘Union Territory status of Jammu and
Kashmir a painful demotion and a vio-
lation of the state’s rights’.

Speaking to press as per news
agency KINS, Dar emphasized that the
National Conference has consistently
opposed Jammu and Kashmir’s reclas-
sification as a Union Territory since it
was first implemented in 2019.

“We have never accepted the UT sta-
tus. This was a state that was illegally
and unconstitutionally divided and
then downgraded to a Union Territory.
So what is the point of celebrating
this? We have been opposing it for the
last five years.”

He noted that an elected Chief
Minister had recently delivered a reso-
lution to New Delhi on behalf of the
state’s cabinet, advocating for the res-
toration of statehood.

Dar argued that had these democrat-
icrequests been respected, there would
be no reason to observe “UT Day.”

“The sooner it is revoked, the better
it will be for J&K and its people be-
cause our rights have been attacked.”

He concluded by reiterating that the
National Conference would not recog-
nize or celebrate the Union Territory
status, describing it as a “black day”
for the region.

“We will never celebrate, we will
never accept, and we will never do it.
For us, this is a black day.”

Pradesh Congress Committee presi-
dent Karra told reporters here, “For the
people of Jammu and Kashmir, it is a
black day. If you think people are go-
ing to celebrate it, you are asking for
too much.”

The PCC president was responding
to a question on why Congress lead-
ers did not attend the Union Territory
Foundation Day event organised by
the LG administration.

He said the Congress will not be part

of any event that celebrates the mock-
ery of the Constitutional set-up.

“Itis not just the opinion of Congress
party but all the people who have been
affected by this mockery,” he added.

Senior CPI(M) leader and Kulgam
MLA M Y Tarigami Thursday said cel-
ebrating the Union Territory’s foun-
dation day was a “humiliation” for
the people of Jammu and Kashmir
as “downgrading” the state was “un-
precedented” and an “assault” on the
Constitution of the country.

“The humiliation of the people of
J&K is being celebrated by the rulers
and some bureaucrats are applauding
it. This is unfortunate,” Tarigami said.

Tarigami also hit out at LG Manoj
Sinha following his remarks that skip-
ping the celebrations by the MLAs
showed their “dual character”.

He said the Supreme Court has men-
tioned in its verdict that the UT status
is temporary, and statehood must be
restored as early as possible.

“LG sahab must try to look at it and
the prime minister, home minister
and others who hold the command of
the country are on record that this is
a temporary status and statehood will
be restored,” Tarigami added.

J&K Records

the normal rainfall of 274 mm
during the period while Anantnag,
Budgam, Bandipora have recorded a
large deficit rainfall of 99 percent, 91
percent and 90 percent respectively.

As per the data, Baramulla has re-
corded a large deficit rainfall of 81 per
cent while Ganderbal has recorded a
large deficit rainfall of 85 per cent and
Kishtwar & Kulgam recorded a large
deficit rainfall of 97 per cent each.

Pertinently, the deficit rainfall was
recorded in Monsoon season as well in
which Jammu and Kashmir received a
rainfall deficit of 26 percent. Between
June 1 and September 30, J&K received
just 408.5 mm of rainfall against the
normal 549.1 mm.

Meanwhile, the weatherman here
has predicted dry weather conditions
till November 09, saying that there is
no forecast of any wet spell in Jammu
and Kashmir. (KNO)

J&K CM Took

a barrier in implementing the
Constitution in Jammu and Kashmir,
where assembly elections were held
recently.

“For the first time in 75 years, the
chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir
has taken oath on the Constitution. I
see it as a very important milestone
for India’s unity. [ salute the people of
Jammu and Kashmir who gave respect
to the Constitution,” he said.

He said that some forces in and out-
side India are trying to destabilise the
country and spread anarchy to create
a negative image of the nation in the
world.

“Some forces in and outside India
are trying to destabilise the country
and spread anarchy to create a nega-
tive image of the nation in the world.
They are trying to divide the country
on caste lines and are against a devel-
oped India,” said the PM.

He urged the people of the coun-
try to identify this nexus of “urban
Naxals” which he said is trying to
break the country.

“As Naxalism is ending in jungles,
a new model of urban Naxals is rais-
ing its head. Today urban Naxals tar-
get even those who say that you will

remain safe if you remain united. We
have to identify urban Naxals and un-
mask them,” he said,

Though there were people who
were skeptical of India’s unification,
Sardar Patel made it possible, said
Modi, adding that the country will cel-
ebrate Patel’s 150th birth anniversary
for the next two years.

“Our nation is moving towards im-
plementation of ‘one nation, one secu-
lar civil code’ which will strengthen
our country. We are trying to roll out
the ‘one nation, one election’ initiative,
which will strengthen our democracy,”
he said. (inputs from PTI)

Can’t Compromise

of celebrating Diwali with person-
nel of the armed forces.

The spot is located close to the Indo-
Pak border.

“In the past, attempts were made to
turn this region into a battlefield. The
enemy has set its eyes on this region
for a long time. But we are not wor-
ried as you are guarding the nation.
Our enemy also knows it well,” Modi
asserted.

“People of India feel their country is
safe because of you; when the world
sees you, it sees India’s strength, when
enemies see you, they see the end of
their sinister plans,” Modi said, ad-
dressing personnel of the Border
Security Force, Army, Navy and Air
Force.

“Today there is a government in the
country which cannot compromise
even on one inch of the country’s bor-
ders,” the prime minister added.

Attempts were made in the past to
capture Sir Creek “in the name of di-
plomacy” by the enemy but he, as then
Gujarat chief minister, had raised his
voice against such attempts, Modi said.

His government believes in the
strength of the army to defend the
country and does not depend on the
words of the country’s enemies, Modi
further said.

Notably, Indian and Chinese troops
earlier this week completed disen-
gagement at two friction points at
Demchok and Depsang Plains in east-
ern Ladakh following an agreement
between the two countries to end an
over four-year-old stand-off along the
Line of Actual Control.

The prime minister, meanwhile,
also said that we see the Army, Navy
and Air Force as different entities, “but
their strength will increase manifold
when they come together.”

The creation of the post of Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) was a step in
this direction, and the government is
now working on creating Integrated
Theatre Command, which will bring in
better coordination between the army,
air force and the navy, the PM said.

Development of infrastructure in
border areas was a “top priority,” he
added.

The PM said the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO), a statutory body
under the ownership of the Ministry
of Defence, has so far built 80,000 kilo-
metres of roads, including strategically
important ones.

Modi said his government is work-
ing on providing latest equipment to
the armed forces and turning them
into one of the most advanced militar-
ies in the world.

“This is the era of new-age warfare.
Drone technology is an example of
that. Countries at war at present are
using drones for different purposes.

We are buying Predator drones for all
the three wings of the armed forces,”
he said.

Simultaneously, many Indian firms
are building drones as well, the PM
pointed out.

As the country is moving fast to-
wards the goal of developed India,
“you all are protectors of this dream,”
Modi told the soldiers.

He also said Kutch has immense
tourism potential, and border tourism
is an aspect related to national secu-
rity which is not discussed much.

“We are focussing on growing man-
groves here. After a mangrove forest
comes up, it will attract tourists. Just
like Dhordo Rann Utsav (White Rann)
is attracting tourists from all over the
world, I am confident this area will
turn into a paradise for tourists in the
near future,” said Modi.

Israeli Raids

continues to kill front-line personnel,”
the ministry said in a statement
carried by the NNA.

The number of paramedics killed
since the beginning of Israel’s attacks
on Lebanon has risen to 178, with 279
wounded, and 246 vehicles hit, it said.

Israel also carried out air strikes
in the al-Housh area of Tyre, south-
ern Lebanon, the NNA reported. Al
Jazeera's verification agency, Sanad,
has confirmed footage posted online
showing the moment of the bombing
and dense smoke rising from multiple
raids in the area.

Hezbollah Attacks

Hezbollah also fired rockets towards
Israel on Thursday. An attack on north-
ern Israel’s Metula killed five people,
Israel’'s Channel 12 said.

Israeli emergency services said a
rocket launched from Lebanon to-
wards Haifa killed two persons in
northern Israel.

The Lebanese group also said it had
launched several rocket and artillery
attacks against Israeli forces near the
southern town of Khiam. It marked
the fourth straight day of fighting in
and around the strategic hilltop town.

BJP MLA Devender

an inspirational entrepreneur who
single-handedly changed the personal
car market in Jammu and Kashmir and
emerged as the top car seller in north
India from the Maruti stable. He also
founded the TakeOne TV in Jammu
that, unlike its Kashmir chapter, is still
running.

Ruhullah & Parra

in Jammu and Kashmir. Additionally,
Parra questioned why there was no
formal protest or legislative action
taken against the reservation policies
that impact Jammu and Kashmir, sug-
gesting this could have been a plat-
form to voice concerns about these
policies.

In response, Ruhullah argued that
prematurely forcing a resolution or
bill on Article 370 in a BJP-majority
Parliament could result in the risk
of formal parliamentary rejection,
further complicating the quest for
autonomy.

Ruhullah explained that his strug-
gle for the return of rights, including
Article 370, is guided by his beliefs.
He stated that proposing a resolution
in Parliament could lead to its rejec-
tion, especially given the BJP majority,
and he did not want to risk a negative
outcome that would undermine the

cause. He said that he introduced the
liquor bill to stimulate debate, as the
BJP had declared Gujarat a dry state,
indicating a potential opening for dis-
cussion in Jammu and Kashmir.

Ruhullah mentioned that he sub-
mitted a question in Parliament re-
garding the revocation of both UAPA
and the Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA), and noted that it was not
listed in the parliamentary business.
He expressed that it is premature to
expect immediate results after only
one session in Parliament. He pointed
out that addressing issues of reserva-
tion policies should occur within the
parliamentary framework rather than
through protests outside.

“I have only had one working ses-
sion of Parliament till now. There is a
lot to come,” he affirmed.

“I did not protest outside the parlia-
ment, in fact talked about it inside the
parliament where it matters the most.
I took them on inside the parliament.
Now, since my party has formed the
govt in J&K, I expect a collective and
result oriented effort on this with all
my colleagues. I understood the mat-
ter before my election, committed
myself to it during the election and
stood by my commitment after being
elected to the Parliament. Also when
assembly elections were announced,
[ took this matter to my party and it
gracefully agreed to it and made it
part of the manifesto. Now, after be-
ing elected to the assembly, [ am sure
my party is as committed to it as it
was before. I have no confusion about
it. I have never tweeted (X) and then
deleted my statement about it. By the
way, I missed your opinion about the
reservation during the elections. What
was it during the elections?,” Ruhullah
said.

“PS: I like being put under regular
scrutiny for the cause of 370. That's
what [ wanted from the day one. We
all start talking about it and asking for
the return of it. When I tweeted about
it from inside the house arrest when
2G was restored, I was alone. Today I
am happy that [ am being scrutinised
by a large number of people whether
[ am still committed to the cause or
not,” he added..

HC Directs

Kashmir, as of now the Directorate
is providing services of 71 (number)
of Advanced Life Support Ambulances
(ALS) and that the fleet of Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) compris-
ing of 64 ALS (Advanced Life Support
and 31 Basic Life Support (BLS)
Ambulances are fully equipped with
the Life Equipment and Drugs as per
the National Ambulance Code and its
services can be availed by the general
public through 108 Toll Free number
and the fleet is GPS enabled”.

Subsequently after going through
the statement made in the affidavit by
the Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir,
the court said that it of the opinion
that most of the departments have al-
ready taken note of the grievances put
forth before the Court m the present
PIL and have taken appropriate actions
toreduce the same. “Accordingly, there
is no need to have the present petition
pending and the same is disposed of
by directing the Chief Secretaries and
DGPs of both the union territories to
develop a mechanism in consultation
with the Health Department for has-
sle-free movement of ambulances in
both the UTs.
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Faltering India Brace For Spin

Trial In Must-Win T

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI: Pushed to a corner
like never before, India face
their biggest challenge at home
when they clash with New Zea-
land in the must-win third Test
as they are left to salvage pride
and fight a perception about
their diminishing ability to ne-
gotiate quality spin attack.

India could be treading a
thin line between bravado and
desperation while going for the
jugular on a rank turner in the
final game of the series, start-
ing Friday.

After losing their first home
series in 12 years, India need to
win the Wankhede Test to re-
main in contention for a slot in
the World Test Championship
final at Lord’s in June.

With six Tests remaining in
the 2023-25 cycle, two-time
runners-up India will need to
win at least four more to have
another crack at the WTC trophy.

A turner in Pune exposed the
soft underbelly of Indian bat-

ters’ technique against slow
bowling but as per the current
team’s philosophy, it has decid-
ed to take the bull by its horn
by asking for a turner where
the ball might turn at right
angles from first hour. Another
three-day finish is on the cards.

Calling 20-odd slow bowlers
for net practice, cancelling op-
tional sessions and drawing white
lines to understand the lines and
gauge the length are signs of pan-
ic being set among rank and file
after being 0-2 down.

Regardless of their remarkable

fightback in the second innings
of the opening Test, the abys-
mal show from India’s famed
batters against quality seam in
Bengaluru and an abject surren-
der against spin have set in mo-
tion the beginning of the end for
some of India’s superstars.

hjrfl T
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The totals of 46, 156 and 245
do paint a sorry picture before
Rohit’'s team embarks on a
more challenging conditions in
Australia.

While it remains to be seen
how far the four seniors in cap-
tain Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
Ravichandran Ashwin and Ra-
vindra Jadeja go in responding to
this crisis, they would be served
well if the workload is equally
shared by young guns Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Shubman Gill.

New Zealand’s meticulous
preparations and near-perfect
execution of plans have posed
some tough questions to India’s
batters and bowlers alike and
the hosts are yet to respond.

The visitors exposed India’s
batters with both pace and
spin in Bengaluru and Pune but
most surprisingly, the spin duo
of Ashwin and Jadeja has been
out-bowled arguably for the
first time in a home Test series
ever since they began operating
together from late 2012.

Match starts at 9:30am IST.
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| MS Dhoni To Play IPL 2025
As Uncapped Player

Agencies

hennai Super Kings (CSK) fans can rejoice—legend-
ary wicketkeeper-batter Mahendra Singh Dhoni
is set to return for his remarkable 18th season in the
Indian Premier League (IPL), as confirmed by CSK on
Thursday.

Ever since the start of 2024, speculation has been
rife about whether the beloved ‘Thala’ would grace
the field once again. Dhoni’s fans can now look for-
ward to seeing him captivate the crowd at Chennai's
MA Chidambaram Stadium.

The IPL governing council’s re-introduction of the
'uncapped player rule' enabled CSK to retain the
43-year-old uncapped player price of Rs 4 Crore, help-
ing manage their auction budget of Rs 20 Crore.

As per the rule, any capped Indian player who
hasn't played international cricket in the last five
years or holds no current BCCI Central Contract is
eligible for uncapped status.

'Kohli, Rohit, Suryakumar Have
Fans In Pakistan': Wasim Akram

Agencies

rmer Pakistan cricketer
FNasim Akram believes
that Team India will be
well looked after if they would
travel to his country for the up-
coming ICC Champions Trophy
next year.

The Champions Trophy will
feature two groups of four
teams each, with participants
including Afghanistan, Austra-
lia, Bangladesh, England, India,
New Zealand, Pakistan, and
South Africa.

"I think from what I'm read-
ing, there are positive vibes
from the Indian government
and the BCCI. I also read some-
where they might play all their
games in Lahore. They'll prob-
ably come to Lahore and travel
back the same night. I'm all for
it, as long as India is comfort-
able," Akram said, as quoted by
ESPNcricinfo.

"l can promise you, they're
going to be looked after incred-

ibly well. Indian cricketers like
Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Har-
dik Pandya, and Suryakumar
Yadav have fans in Pakistan.
Young cricket fans adore them,"
the former seamer added.

"People-to-people contact is
crucial in this day and age. In
the social media era, there's so
much unnecessary negativity
worldwide, and I think if India
comes, it will be fantastic for
cricket, and of course, for Paki-
stan too," the 58-year-old said.

India and Pakistan have not
played a bilateral cricket series
since the 2012-13 Pakistan tour
of India, owing to tense political
relations. All of their matches
since then have taken place
at major International Cricket
Council (ICC) white-ball events
and Asia Cup tournaments.

The last Test match between
these two Asian giants was held
in December 2007 in India. In-
dia's last tour to Pakistan for a
bilateral series was in 2006,
while their most recent visit

to Pakistan was for the Asia
Cup in 2008. Recently, Pakistan
was scheduled to host the Asia
Cup last year in full, but India
played its matches in Sri Lanka
as part of a hybrid model. The
decision on whether India will
travel to Pakistan for next year's
ICC Champions Trophy remains
pending.

Notably, Australia hosted
India and Pakistan for a tri-se-
ries back in 1999-2000, where
Australia defeated Pakistan in
a "best of three" final, winning
the first two games.

The most recent encounter
between these two nations
was during this year's ICC T20
World Cup in the West Indies
and USA on July 9, at New
York's Nassau County Stadium.
India scored 119/10 after being
put to bat first by Pakistan, with
Rishabh Pant scoring 42. In re-
sponse, Jasprit Bumrah's 3/14
stifled Pakistan's chase, secur-
ing a thrilling six-run win by
restricting them to 113/7.

Ben Stokes' House Burgled, Appeals
People To Help Find Thieves

Agencies

LONDON: England skipper Ben Stokes
revealed that his Durham home was
burgled while he was with the nation-
al side on a Test series tour to Pakistan
and urged people to help him out with
recovery of his valuable items and in
catching the thieves.

Stokes's wife, Clare, and their two
children were in the house at the time
of the burglary which, the England
skipper said, was carried out by "a
number of masked men" and left an
"impact on the emotional and mental
state" of his family.

Among the "irreplaceable" items
stolen was Stokes' OBE medal, awarded
to him in early 2020 following his fan-
tastic performances in England's maid-
en 50-over World Cup triumph in 2019
and the Ashes series after that. He also
lauded the police for supporting his
family well while he was in Pakistan.

Stokes took to Instagram and wrote,
"APPEAL On the evening of Thursday
17th October a number of masked
people burgled my home in the Castle
Eden area in the North East. They es-
caped with jewellery, other valuables

and a good deal of personal items.
Many of those items have real senti-
mental value for me and my family.
They are irreplaceable.

"This is an appeal for any help in
finding these people who carried out
this act. By far the worst thing about
this crime is that it was carried out
whilst my wife and 2 young children
were in the house. Thankfully, none of
my family came to any physical harm.
Understandably, however, the experi-
ence has had an impact on their emo-
tional and mental state. All we can
think about is how much worse this
situation could have been.

"l am releasing photographs of
some of the stolen items - which I
hope may be easily identified - in the
hope that we can find the people who
are responsible for this. Although we
have lost cherished possessions, to be
clear, my sole motivation in sharing
these photographs is not the recov-
ery of material items. It is to catch the
people who did this. Please come for-
ward and contact Durham Constabu-
lary on 101 quoting crime reference
CRI0O0575927 if you think that you
have any relevant information.

Alongside Dhoni, CSK has also retained key players:
Ruturaj Gaikwad at Rs 18 Crore, Matheesha Pathirana
a Rs 13 Crore, Shivam Dube at Rs 12 Crore, and Ravin-
dra Jadeja a Rs 18 Crore.

Dhoni, who has been with CSK since the IPL's incep-
tion and led them to five titles (2010, 2011, 2018, 2021,
and 2023), will return to inspire the 'yellow army’
once more!

Deadly Spanish Floods
Force Cancellation Of
Matches

Agencies

11 soccer matches scheduled to be played in the

Valencian region this weekend have been post-
poned, the Spanish football federation (RFEF) said on
Thursday due to the deadly floods which have killed
at least 95 people.

Saturday's clash between Real Madrid and Valencia
as well as Villarreal v Rayo Vallecano are among the
games postponed.

"The RFEF have agreed this Thursday to postpone
several matches due to be held this weekend in the
Valencian Community, which has been severely af-
fected by DANA that has caused fatalities and numer-
ous material damages due to flooding," it said.

DANA is a Spanish acronym for high-altitude isolat-
ed depression, and unlike common storms or squalls
it can form independently of polar or subtropical jet
streams and become a destructive weather system.

Women's matches, youth games and futsal games
were also postponed.

On Wednesday, the RFEF postponed six midweek
Copa del Rey matches featuring LaLiga clubs like
Valencia, Getafe and Real Sociedad after authorities
advised against all non-essential travel in the region.

IPL Retention: Pant Parts Way With Delhi, Klaasen Pips Kohli As Top Retention

Press Trust of India

lamboyant  keeper-batter

Rishabh Pant's nine-year as-
sociation with Delhi Capitals
officially ended on Thursday
while South African Heinrich
Klaasen with Rs 23 crore valu-
ation pipped none other than
peerless Virat Kohli (Rs 21
crore) to emerge as the top-
most retention for the upcom-
ing IPL season.

KKR's IPL winning captain
Shreyas lyer is also back in the
auction pool after his discus-
sions with the management
failed while Mumbai Indians
retained all their five star play-
ers, including skipper Hardik
Panndya, national captains Ro-
hit Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav,
pace ace Jasprit Bumrah and
young NT Tilak Varma. They
exhausted full retention purse
of Rs 75 crore.

Punjab Kings have spent just
Rs 9.5 crore, the least amount
for retention, on two uncapped
players Shashank Singh and
Prabhsimran  Singh.  They
would go into the auction with
highest purse of Rs 110.5 crore
and also four RTM (Right To
Match) cards.

PANT AND DC

DC's ownership structure

is a complicated one with co-
owners GMR and JSW getting
powers to control management
for two years at a time. Hence
Pant, who is a JSW recruit,
wasn't the top choice for GMR
management headed by co-
owner Kiran Grandhi.

Moment GMR took charge,
they removed earlier coaching
management including former
Director of Cricket Sourav Gangu-
ly and brought in Venugopal Rao.

If sources are to be be-
lieved, Pant wasn't exactly very
pleased with appointment of
Rao and Hemang Badani, who
possibly would have been
given powers to over rule the
skipper.

Discussions over the last
month didn't yield any result
and Pant didn't want to work
with unfamiliar coaching staff
thrust on him by the new man-
agement.

Retentions: Axar Patel (Rs
16.5 crore), Kuldeep Yadav (Rs
13.25 crore), Tristan Stubbs (Rs
10 crore), Abhisek Porel (Rs 4
crore) -- Rs 43.75 crore. Purse
for Auction: Rs 76.25 crore.
RTM: 2

STAR STUDDED MI

Mumbai Indians didn't have
much of a choice save one slot
where they could pick fresh

blood. They have paid Jasprit
Bumrah the top retention price
of Rs 18 crore while India T20
captain Suryakumar Yadav (Rs
16.35 crore) and franchise skip-
per Hardik Pandya (Rs 16.35
crore) were paid equal reten-
tion price.

Retentions: Jasprit Bumrah
(Rs 18 crore), Suryakumar Ya-
dav (Rs 16.35 crore), Hardik
Pandya (Rs 16.35 crore), Rohit
Sharma (Rs 16.30 crore), NT
Tilak Varma (Rs 8 crore). Reten-
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tion Price: Rs 75 crore.
Purse for auction: Rs 45
crore. RTM: 1

RCB AND VIRAT KOHLI

Virat Kohli and RCB are in-
separable and hence if there
would have been one reten-
tion, it would be the iconic In-
dia batter.

Retention: Virat Kohli (21
cr), Rajat Patidar (Rs11 cr) and
Yash Dayal (Rs 5 crore) Rs 37
crore. Auction Purse: Rs 83

crore. RTM: 3

PUNJAB KINGS

Not getting into the play-
offs for 10 straight years means
that Punjab Kings never had a
settled look. They retained only
two uncapped players -- keep-
er-opener Prabhsimran Singh
and finisher Shashank Singh.

Retention: 9.5 crore. Auction
Purse: Rs 110.5 crore RTM: 4

KKR RETAINS ITS CORE

Shreyas Iyer must have
thought that he is worth way
more than his current value
of Rs 12.25 crore after leading
KKR to IPL title.

However not being an au-
tomatic India T20 choice
and a poor strike rate of less
than 140 meant that KKR was
never going to shell out big
bucks for him. The franchise
has released him and he is
DC's No.1 captaincy target.
The franchise is believed to
have kept Rs 20 crore mini-
mum for him.

Retentions: Rinku Singh
(13 crore) Varun Chakravar-
thy (Rs 12 crore) Sunil Narine
(12 crore), Andre Russell (Rs
12 crore), Harshit Rana (Rs 4
crore), Ramandeep (4 crore).
Retention: Rs 57 crore. Purse:
Rs 63 crore. RTM: 0.

SRH AND HEIN 'RICH'
KLAASEN

Heinrich Klaasen at Rs 23
crore is value for money as he
probably is one of the best hit-
ters of Indian spinners on slow
tracks, a rare USP among for-
eign batters.

Retention: Pat Cummins
(18 crore), Abhishek Sharma
(Rs 14 crore) Nitish Reddy (Rs
6 crore), Heinrich Klaasen (Rs
23 crore), Travis Head (14 cr)
Retention: Rs 75 crore Auction
Purse: Rs 45 crore. RTM: 1

CSK AND PRUDENCE

CSK didn't have too many
surprises except giving same
retention amount to both skip-
per Ruturaj Gaikwad and vet-
eran Ravi Jadeja. MS Dhoni, for
whom uncapped player rule
was created, was retained for
Rs 4 crore.

Retention: Ruturaj Gaikwad
(Rs 18 cr), Matheesha Pathira-
na (Rs 13 cr), Shivam Dube (Rs
12 crore), Ravindra Jadeja (Rs
18 cr), MS Dhoni (Rs 4 crore).
Retention: Rs 65 crore. Auction
Purse: Rs 55 cr. RTM 1.

RAJASTHAN ROYALS

RR had room for all the tal-
ent that it groomed over the
years with no place for Jos But-
tler, R Ashwin and Yuzvendra

Chahal.

Retention: Sanju Samson
(Rs 18 crore), Yashasvi Jaiswal
(Rs 18 crore), Riyan Parag (Rs
14 crore), Dhruv Jurel (Rs 14
crore), Shimron Hetmyer (Rs
11 crore), Sandeep Sharma (Rs
4 crore)

Retention: Rs 79 crore (will
be adusted) Purse: Rs 41 crore
RTM: 0

LSG RELEASE RAHUL

Keeping Nicholas Pooran at
a premium price of Rs 21 crore
seem to be a good choice.

Retention: Nicholas Pooran
(Rs 21 crore) Ravi Bishnoi (Rs
11 crore), Mayank Yadav (Rs
11 crore), Mohsin Khan (Rs 4
crore), AYush Badoni (Rs 4 cr).
Retention: Rs 51 crore AUction
Purse: Rs 69 crore

FOR GT, RASHID IS SAFE PLACE
T20 league's premier bowler
Rashid Khan was given top bill-
ing at Rs 18 crore while India's
white-ball vice captain Shub-
man Gill was second highest
retention for the franchise.
Retention: Rashid Khan (Rs
18 crore), Shubman Gill (Rs
16.5 crore), B Sai Sudharsan
(Rs 8.5 cr), Rahul Tewatia (Rs
4 cr), M Shahrukh Khan (Rs 4
cr), Retention: 51 crore Auction
Purse: Rs 69 crore. RTM 1.
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Israeli couple arrested
on suspicion of spying
for Iran: police

Agenceis

JERUSALEM: Israeli police said
Thursday they had arrested an
Israeli couple on suspicion of
spying for Iran, barely a week af-
ter two groups allegedly work-
ing for Tehran were detained.

“The thwarting of Iran’s ef-
forts to recruit Israelis contin-
ues,” said a statement from the
police and Israel’s internal secu-
rity agency, Shin Bet.

The two Israelis, a couple
from the central city of Lod,
had been involved in gathering
intelligence on “national infra-
structures, security sites and
tracking a female academic,” the
statement alleged.

“Rafael and Lala Goliev... resi-
dents of Lod, were arrested after
they carried out tasks on behalf
of an Iranian cell that recruits
Israelis from the Caucasus coun-
tries in Israel.”

Police charged that the cou-
ple were recruited by Elshan
(Elhan) Agayev, an Azerbaijani
national acting on behalf of Ira-
nian officials. It was unclear if
Agayev is based in Israel.

They alleged that the Golievs
carried out surveillance of sen-
sitive Israeli sites, including the
headquarters of Israel's Mossad
spy agency, and collected intel-

ligence on an academic working
at the Institute for National Se-
curity Studies in Tel Aviv.

Thursday’s  announcement
comes little more than a week
after Israeli security services
said they had uncovered two
other suspected spy rings.

On October 22, Israeli police
said they had arrested a group of
seven Palestinians from Israeli-
annexed east Jerusalem they sus-
pected of planning attacks for Iran.

A day earlier, police said they
had arrested seven Israeli citizens
from the city of Haifa on suspi-
cion of carrying out hundreds of
spy missions on Iran’s orders.

The previous week, two other
Israelis were charged with vari-
ous offenses after they were al-
legedly approached by Iranian
agents and asked to carry out
Spy missions.

In September, an Israeli iden-
tified as Mordechai Maman
from the coastal city of Ash-
kelon, was arrested on suspicion
of being recruited by Iran to plot
the assassination of top officials,
including Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu.

Israel is currently engaged in
a multi-front conflict with Iran-
backed groups including Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza
and the Houthi rebels in Yemen.

Naturedestructionan

'eX|stent|aI cr|5|s' says UN chief

Agenceis

umanity faces an "existen-
Htial crisis" caused by its

rapacious destruction of
life-sustaining nature, UN chief
Antonio Guterres warned del-
egates Tuesday at a major biodi-
versity summit in Colombia.

The 16th so-called Conference
of Parties (COP16) to the UN's
Convention on Biological Diver-
sity (CBD) must make progress
on the creation of monitoring and
funding mechanisms to achieve
23 goals agreed in Canada two
years ago to "halt and reverse"
nature destruction.

Themed "Peace with Nature,"
the summit has been bogged
down in disagreement about mo-
dalities of funding.

Negotiators are also split on
how best to share the profits of
digitally sequenced plant and
animal genetic data -- used in
medicines and cosmetics -- with
the communities they come from.

Delegates have no time to
waste. There are only five years
left to achieve the 23 UN targets,
which include placing 30 percent
of land, water and ocean under
protection by 2030.

"Every day, we lose more spe-
cies. Every minute, we dump a
garbage truck of plastic waste into
our oceans, rivers and lakes. Make
no mistake. This is what an exis-
tential crisis looks like," Guterres
told delegates.

A report issued by nature
watchdogs said Monday that only
17.6 percent of land and inland
waters, and 8.4 percent of the
ocean and coastal areas are pro-
tected and conserved.

And an update of the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of
Nature's red list of threatened ani-
mals and plants found that more
than one in three species of tree
are at risk of extinction worldwide.

These include thousands that
provide humans with timber,
medicine, food and fuel.

More than 46,000 plant and
animal species out of the more
than 166,000 assessed are now
threatened with extinction.

Guterres said humans must

make the switch from "plun-
dering... to preserving”" nature's
bounty. Continued destruction
would only increase "hunger, dis-
placement, and armed conflicts."

"Nature is life. And yet we are
waging a war against it," the UN sec-
retary-general told COP16 delegates.

"No country, rich or poor, is im-
mune to the devastation inflicted
by climate change, biodiversity
loss, land degradation and pollu-
tion. These environmental crises
are intertwined," he added.

To this end, he urged the 196
countries signed up to the UN
biodiversity convention to act
on the commitments made two
years ago when they adopted the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodi-
versity Framework.

This means adopting detailed
national biodiversity protection
plans, only 36 of which have been
submitted to date.

Furthermore, "finance prom-
ises must be kept and support to
developing countries accelerat-
ed," said Guterres, calling for new
public and private pledges.

So far, countries have made
about $400 million in commit-
ments to the Global Biodiversity
Framework Fund (GBFF), includ-
ing pledges of $163 million an-
nounced this week by Austria,
Denmark, France, Germany, New

Zealand, Norway, the United
Kingdom, and the Canadian prov-
ince of Quebec.

The Kunming-Montreal frame-
work determined that countries
must mobilize $20 billion per
year by 2025 from rich nations to
help developing ones. The GBFF is
just part of this funding.

Of the $20 billion goal, $15 bil-
lion a year was reached for 2022,
according to the OECD.

COP16 has attracted a record
23,000 registered delegates and
some 1,200 journalists to Cali, ac-
cording to organizers.

Tens of thousands of activists
and residents have flocked to its
so-called "green zone" set up for
cultural activities, demonstra-
tions and celebrations.

More than 10,000 police and
soldiers were deployed to safe-
guard the event which had re-
ceived threats from a Colombian
guerrilla group. No incidents have
been reported. On Tuesday and
Wednesday, Guterres is joining
the heads of state of Colombia,
Armenia, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti and
Suriname, as well as 115 govern-
ment ministers and 44 deputies.

The ministers will hopefully
"help us make movement" on
some outstanding issues, said CBD
spokesman David Ainsworth. The
COP16 summit runs until Friday.
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Time's ticking on hugs:
New Zealand airport sets
3-minute rule for goodbyes

Agenceis

New Zealand airport has
A}mposed a three-minute
imit on farewell hugs,
sparking a worldwide debate over
how long to cling on for a cuddle.
Bosses at the international
airport in the southern city of
Dunedin say they were surprised
by the viral response to their new
rule in the car drop-off zone.

"To keep things moving
smoothly, we've installed new
signage, including the 'Max hug
time 3 minutes' sign," said airport
chief executive Daniel De Bono.

"It's our way of being a little
quirky and reminding people
that the drop-off zone is for
quick farewells," he said.

"And don't worry - just a
20-second hug is enough to
release oxytocin and serotonin,
the happy hormones that boost
well-being, so three minutes is

plenty of time to say goodbye
and get your dose of happiness.”

People who want a longer hug
can use the car park, where the
first 15 minutes are free, he said.

'This is just weird!"

The hug restriction made head-
lines worldwide and prompted a
divided online response.

"I'm just glad there's no mini-
mum hug time. A 'see ya soon’
suffices,” one woman com-
mented on the airport's Face-
book page.

"Hug Police!? This is just weird!
Hugs are proven to have many
benefits not to mention mental
health," said another poster.

The airport said it started the
hug limit in September with
little initial reaction.

"We have just been surprised
how much global interest there
has been," said the airport's
marketing and communications
executive, Sarah Soper.

US: Murder suspect on
run for 40 years used 13
identities, arrested

Agenceis

judge in Florida has ordered
a 65-year-old California fu-

itive held without bond in
connection with the death of a
woman nearly 40 years ago.

Donald Santini was arrested
by US marshals in California
last month, and extradited to
Florida. He had used at least 13
aliases over the years.

Santini was the last person
seen with 33-year-old Cynthia
“Cindy” Ruth Wood. The arrest
warrant said a medical exam-
iner determined she had been
strangled, and Santini’s finger-
prints were found on her body.

“You being on the run for
almost 40 years is a conscious-
ness of guilt. You knew you were
running from something,” Judge
Catherine Catlin told Santini
during a hearing in Tampa on

Thursday.

Photos taken in the court-
room showed Santini weeping
before the judge denied bond.

Wood's stepdaughter, Denise
Kozer told the Tampa Bay Times
she's hoping to find closure in a
case that resulted in “total dev-
astation” for her family.

Back in 1984, Santini was
known as Charles Michael Ste-
vens, which was an alias he
used to flee a warrant in Texas.
At the time of his arrest, he was
living under the name Wellman
Simmonds in Campo, California,
which is in southeastern San
Diego County. He served on the
local water board.

“He has a wife and children
in California, and 1 feel sorry for
them because they probably didn’t
know, either,” Kozer said. “But
they're all still alive. Our lives were
devastated, changed forever.”
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