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Survives Israeli
Assassination Attempt

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Israel carried out
multiple airstrikes on Friday
targeting Hezbollah's central
headquarters in Dahiyeh in
southern suburbs in an appar-
ent attempt to kill the group's
top leadership.

This was the largest Israeli
strike in Beirut since the 2006
war in Lebanon, and Israeli

Daniel Hagari confirmed that
the Israeli military targeted the
Hezbollah headquarters with
Israeli media claiming the army
used bunker busters - large
bombs capable of penetrating
deep into the earth before ex-
ploding - in the attack.

The explosions rocked the
capital city, heard across the
city. There were multiple large
plumes of smoke billow-

media said the pri- m ing from the strike
mary target was sites, seen as far as
Hezbollah leader This was the the city of Batroun,
Sayyed Hassan . an hour’s drive
Nasrallah. Iar_ges_t |Sra}e“ north of the capi-

Israeli offi- | Strike in Beirut | tl city. According

cials said senior i to the Hezbollah-
Hezbollah officials zglonsce the affiliated Al-Manar
were at the head- warin TV, four buildings
quarters at the Lebanon." were destroyed by

time of the attack.
There has been no
official response as yet from
Hezbollah on the attack or on
Sayyed Nasrallah's status.

If true, the targeting of
Nasrallah would be a large es-
calation in fighting between
Hezbollah-Israel, already tee-
tering on the precipice of a full-
scale war.

Israeli military spokesperson

the airstrikes.

The Israeli news-
paper Haaretz wrote on X that the
"target of Israeli strikes in Beirut
was Hezbollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah, who reportedly sur-
vived the assassination attempt."

Tasnim News Agency,said to
be close to Iran's IRGC citing se-
curity sources, confirmed that
Hezbollah's Hassan Nasrallah was
in a safe location. | More on P6

J&K Polls: 3 Candidates

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: At least three can-
didates who contested the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
elections in the second phase
were seeking a record seventh
term in the House.

These are the first as-
sembly elections being held
since 2014 and the first af-
ter the 2019 reorganisation
of the erstwhile state.

Seek Record 7th Term

National Conference
leader and former finance
minister Abdul Rahim
Rather is seeking a seventh
term from Budgam district's
Chrar-i-Sharief ~ constitu-
ency, which he represented
from 1977 to 2014.

Rather's only electoral
defeat came in the 2014
elections, when he lost to
People's Democratic Party
(PDP) leader | More on P6

In our latest podcast, we present Irshad Mushtaq, founder of Ml Securities. In addition, he is a financial expert who has helped countless individuals and
businesses navigate complex financial landscapes. In this episode, we discussed different investment strategies, personal finance tips, and wealth building. The
full video will be released soon on our YouTube channel. Subscribe Kashmir Observer channel for the latest updates.
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ECI Revises Phase-II Voting To 57.31%

10 Segments Saw Higher Female Voter Turnout

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: The  Election
Commission of India on Friday
said 57. 31 percent polling was
recorded in the second phase
of assembly polls in Jammu &
Kashmir.

As per data released by the
poll-body, the female voter
turnout was recorded higher
than male turnout in 10 as-
sembly segments which saw
polling in the second phase
on September 25.

The statistics released a
day after the elections were
conducted in six districts of
the union territory includ-
ing Srinagar, revealed higher
voter participation among
women than among the men.

registered the highest voter
participation during the sec-
ond phase of elections, the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) said on Friday.

Budgam district recorded the
highest percentage of women
in the second phase of the
elections.

With 68. 38 percent voter
turnout, polling for the first
phase of maiden assembly
election following the ab-

> KANGAN
72.18% (Highest
turnout in Kashmir)

> KHANSAHIB
72.08% (Highest female
turnout in Kashmir)

> MATA VAISHNO DEVI
80.45% (Highest
turnout in Jammu)

> BUDHAL
0.04% (Lowest turnout
overall)

Jammu and Kashmir was con-
ducted on September 18. The
second phase of elections to
the Jammu and Kashmir leg-
islative assembly was held on
September 25.

Within the six districts
with the highest women voter

Kangan Assembly seat in While Kangan assembly
Central Ganderbal District, segment registered the high-
Kashmir, and Mata Vishno est voter turnout in Kashmir,
Devi in Katra Jammu Khansahib area in the central

rogation of Article 370 in

turnout | More on P6
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Women washing water chestnuts at the shore of Wular lake. KO Photo Abid Bhat

HC Upholds Faktoo’s
‘Imprisonment For Natural Life’

Also Turns Down Plea By who is husband of separatist
Another Convict For Killing group Dukhtaran-e-Millat chief
BSF Trooper In 1990 Asiyg Andrabi, was sentenced to

life imprisonment on charges of
M Ahmad involvement in murder of

Kashmiri Pandit human
rights activist Hriday
Nath Wanchoo in 1992.

Faktoo was booked
in FIR No0.204/1992 for
offences under Section

302 RPC, 3/4 TADA Act and

3/25 Arms Act registered with

Police Station, Shaheed Gunj,

Srinagar, and it was alleged that

he along with | More on P6

Srinagar: The High Court
of J&K and Ladakh on
Friday upheld its single
bench’s 2012 verdict, rul-
ing that separatist group
Muslim League's chief Ashiq
Hussain Faktoo, alias Dr Qasim,
"will serve imprisonment for
natural life".

In 2003, 57-year-old Faktoo,
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Gulmarg Receives
Season's First
Snowfall

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Affarwat in Gulmarg,
a famous ski resort in north
Kashmir, has received season’s
first snowfall even as parts of
Kashmir Valley received rain-
fall since yesterday.

An official said that Affarwat
recorded 2 inches of snowfall
since early morning.

Parts of Jammu and Kashmir
also received fresh rainfall,
which brought mercury down
after heat wave conditions for
nearly five days.

An independent weather
forecaster, Faizan Arif Keng said
that generally cloudy weather
is expected across Jammu and
Kashmir, with possibility of rain
in some parts today.

“Sunny break in between is
also possible in few areas,” he
said, adding that towards night
and early morning tomorrow,
another rain spell is expected.

“Heavy intensity showers
can’'t be ruled out in Jammu
plains while | More on P6

PDP Has Faced Worse Than

Hurriyat: Parra

Agencies

Srinagar: People's Democratic
Party (PDP) leader Waheed ur
Rehman Parra believes that the
party will play a pivotal role
in the government formation
of Jammu & Kashmir. He said
the PDP is not fighting against
any political party but rather
against the "severe crack-
down" imposed by the central
government.

In an interview, Waheed ex-
pressed confidence that simi-
lar to 2002, the PDP will sur-
prise everyone and be crucial
in determining the next gov-
ernment in Jammu & Kashmir.
He said the party aims to pre-
serve democratic spaces for
the people of Kashmir, rather
than promoting militancy or

separatism.

How do you view PDP’s ex-
istence before and after Article
370 abrogation as many be-
lieve the party is now fighting
for survival?

The people of Baramulla
have been with the PDP since
2002. They surprised everyone
with their | More on P6

Phase-III: 2.59 Lakh Voters
Set To Cast Ballots In Bandipora

Observer News Service

Bandipora: District Bandipora
is all set to go for polls on
October 1, during the third and
final phase of General Elections
to the Legislative Assembly,
with over 2.59 lakh voters eli-
gible to exercise their right to
franchise across the district.
The district comprises three
Assembly Constituencies
namely Sonawari, Bandipore
and Gurez, with a total of
2,59,893 voters including
1,32,679 male 1,27,208 female

and 6 third gender voters.

To facilitate the voters,
Election Commission of India
(ECI) has established 312 poll-
ing stations, 46 as urban poll-
ing stations and 266 rural poll-
ing stations for smooth and
hassle free electoral participa-
tion in the district.

Among all the three
Assembly Constituencies of the
district, 14-Sonawari Assembly
Constituency has the highest
number of 1,21,276 registered
voters, comprising 61,473
males, 59,799 females, and 4

SCAN

THIS TO WATCH
THE PODCAST

transgender voters. A total of
137 polling stations are spread
across this constituency with
23 urban and 114 rural, ensur-
ing that every registered voter
has opportunity to participate
in democratic process
15-Bandipora AC comes next
with a voter population of
1,16,326, among which 59,483
are male, 56,841 female and 2
third gender voters. To facili-
tate the voters, 144 polling sta-
tions have been established in
the constituency; 23 as urban
polling stations | More on P6
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‘Genes Triggering Kidney Cells
To Produce Renin, Control Blood
Pressure Found In Study’

Press Trust Of India

cientists have un-
covered genes which
act as "switches" and
trigger cells in kid-
neys to produce renin, an
enzyme that helps one con-
trol their blood pressure.
Normally, 'smooth muscle
cells" which line the inside
of blood vessels are known
to help control blood pres-
sure by contracting and
relaxing. However, when
blood pressure falls and
stays low for a long period,
these cells in kidneys' blood
vessels help maintain it by
producing the enzyme re-
nin.
But it was uncertain as to
which genes trigger this
"changeover" in the smooth
muscle cells of the kidneys,
researchers at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, US, said.
In this study, published in
the journal Hypertension,
the team looked at the bio-
logical processes involved
when renin is produced
and identified nine genes
playing a key role in three
of these processes.
These genes are the
"switches" doing both,
making the smooth muscle
cells to stop producing re-
nin and triggering them to
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resume when needed, the
researchers explained.
They added that while
these cells stop producing
renin naturally, they re-
main "poised"” to jump back
into action.

"We expected to find the
region in your genome
where this gene is located
to be inaccessible when
renin is turned off, but it
turns out this spot stays
generally accessible in cells
that are ready to be called
into action when more

renin is needed," author
Jason P. Smith, a senior sci-
entist at the department
of pediatrics, University of
Virginia, said.

"Ultimately, since re-
nin is so critical for our
own health, a better
understanding of how
our bodies control its
production may prove
foundational to how we
treat hypertension (high
blood pressure) and the
long-term  effects of
common blood pressure

medications on kidney
function and disease,"
Smith said.

The results help under-
stand how one's body con-
trols blood pressure, said
author R. Ariel Gomez, a re-
searcher at the Child Health
Research Center, University
of Virginia.

"Knowing how vascular
cells change their identity
could help develop new
medications to treat high
blood pressure and vascu-
lar diseases,"

ASF ENTERPRISES

Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir
Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K),
Ph.0194-24 77949 ,9419001176, 9419776235

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. Printers,
Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, Security
System and Refilling of all Types of Cartridges,
Toners Registered Government order Suppliers.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my driving licence bearing dl no: JK-
0420240022291. Now | have applied for the duplicate
of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard
he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the
ARTO Budgam within a period of seven days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that no objec-
tion shall be entertained.
Javaid Gul

S/0 Gh Mohammad Ganie
R/0 Beerwah Budgam

bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to notify all that my name has been wrongly
mentioned as Arshida Parveen C/0 Abdul Rashid Zarger
R/0 Kp road kralapora machbawan mattan anantnag
in Aadhar card. Now i want to apply for name change

in aadhar card with the following corrections. My new
name is Arshida bano C/0 Abdul Rashid Zarger R/0

Kp road kralapora machbawan mattan anantnag. If
anybody has any objections in this regard he may kindly
approach the concerned office FCwithin seven days. No

objection will be entertained after the said time period.
JVN

The Jammu and Kashmir
State Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar
Notice for General Public

The applicant/ candidate whose photograph is published
in this notice and claiming to have lost her qualification
certificate/s issued under as per below mentioned details:-
Roll No: 6105249

Class10th

Year & Session Annual Regular 2016

Registration: N15381690099

Name : Rayeesa Rashid

Father's Name: Late Ab Rashid Dhobi )
Mother's Name : Haseena Akhter

Date of Birth:- 05-08-2002

Residenc;- Trichal Pulwama

According the candidate concerned has approach to this office
for issuance of Duplicate Qualification /Marks Certificate/s, so
before the same is processed and provided to the candidate,
under rules, anybody having any objection in this regard, shall
bring into the notice of Assistant Secretary of Certificate as
well as Assistant Secretary Examination Unit | & IIl KD within
the period of 10 & 7 days respectively, from the date of publica-
tion of this notice.

(Besides the above referred "Qualification / Marks
Certificate/s" bearing No: 16ARKAM- 1029491 be treated as
"CANCELLED")

No: F(Ceris-I-DQC)B/KD/
Dated

MP

Assistant Secretary
Certificates, KD.

'How Brain's Memory Centre
Helps Form Muscle Memory'

Press Trust Of India

eveloping muscle
memory -- key to
fluid movements
seen in practised
performers, including mu-
sicians and sportspersons
-- could involve the hip-
pocampus, the brain region
traditionally related with
'episodic memory' or re-
membering events, accord-
ing to a new study.
'Muscle memory' allows
for performing physical
tasks automatically with-
out much conscious effort.
It is also important for re-
covering from injuries and
can help regain lost muscle
mass in physical training.
Researchers at the Univer-
sity of Birmingham, UK,
said muscle memory has
been previously linked
with 'basal ganglia' and the
‘cerebellum’ -- the brain's
motor or movement areas.
However, as non-profes-
sional keyboard players
performed well-practised
finger sequences from
memory, their functional
magnetic resonance imag-
ine (fMRI) brain scans re-
vealed an increased activ-
ity in the hippocampus,
and not in the motor areas.
The researchers said that
the hippocampus carried
the information about

the order in which fingers
would need to be used to
play a specific sequence --
akin to predicting whether
a person would end up typ-
ing "fears" or "fares".

switch between learned
sequences, for example
when typing on a com-
puter keyboard or playing
music with others,” said
senior author Katja Korny-

"Our findings suggests
that the hippocampus
pre-orders movements for
skilled action sequences,
thus contributing to the
higher-order control of
skilled movements that re-
quire flexible retrieval," the
authors wrote in the study
published in The Journal of
Neuroscience.

"This result is interesting
because it shows that the
brain systems for episodic
and procedural memory
work together more than
we thought. This is espe-
cially true when we need
to remain flexible and

sheva, an associate profes-
sor in human neuroscience,
University of Birmingham.
The findings challenge long-
held ideas about the hip-
pocampus's functions and
open new possibilities for
rehabilitation of neurologi-
cal and neurodegenerative
disorders affecting move-
ment, the authors said.
Future research could look
into how different memory
systems in the brain inter-
act with each other, results
from which could inspire
therapies that can improve
both motor function and
cognition, they said.

“ Our findings suggests that the hippocampus
pre-orders movements for skilled action sequences, thus
contributing to the higher-order control of skilled movements
that require flexible retrieval

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS

Post.

DIPK-NB-1600/24
dated: 27-09-2024

IV. D.O.B. certificate

No: BOPEE-EXAM/22/2024(7489127)

Tele/Fax: 0194-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar): 0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu)
Website: www.jkbopee.gov.in E-mail: coejakbopee@gmail.com/helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com

Subject: Inviting applications from non-domicile candidates for filling-up of the BAMS/BUMS/BPT
2024 seats under All India Quota in Private Colleges of UT of Jammu and Kashmir.

Reference: Notification No. 094-BOPEE of 2024 dated 03-09-2024.

Notification No. 118-BOPEE of 2024

Dated 26-09-2024

Pursuant to notification No. 114-BOPEE of 2024 dated 19-09-2024, wherein it was mentioned
that the seats under All India Quota in Private Colleges of UT of J&K for admission in BAMS/BUMS/BPT
courses 2024 shall be filled during 2nd round of physical counseling by the Board. In this context, it is
hereby notified for the information of all the interested candidates who are non-domicile of J&K and
interested for admission to BAMS/BUMS courses 2024 to send the following documents through email
at ayushbopeeaiq2425@gmail.com, by or before 01.10.2024 positively:

I. An application indicating preferences of college/course with contact no.,
Il NEET Score Card 2024,

. 12 Class marks Card,

Mere submission of documents does not confer any right of admission of such candidates to
be considered under All India Quota (AIQ) in Pvt. Colleges of UT of J&K. If any of such candidate(s) is
found eligible, then the Board may accordingly assign UT Sub Ranks to such candidate(s) on the basis
of NEET score & All India NEET Rank.

No documents shall be accepted by the Board through any other emails or WhatsApp or by

Further, all candidates are advised to visit BOPEE website www.jkbopee.gov regularly for
further updates about Notifications/Notices/ schedule of counseling.

The other terms and conditions shall remain same as mentioned in the e-information brochure
and Notification/Notices available on the website of JKBOPEE.

E&OE
Sd/-
(Prof. Gurvinder Raj Verma)
Controller of Examinations
J&K BOPEE
Dated 26-09-2024

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar has submitted case file
pertaining to Birth of ADEEBA BINTI AIJAZ D/O. Al-
JAZ AHMAD NAJAR R/0 AUTHOORA Tehsil KREERI
Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of Birth, as
10/08/2016 and event has been shown to be occured
at home for issuance of delay order .In this connection.
if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of birth certificate shall present his/her claim this
office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertaine

Executive Magistrate Ist Class

fko Kreeri

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Palhallan
Executive Magistrate Ist Class

Application Of Parvaiz Ahmad Kumar & Mehraj —udin
Kumar Sso Gh Mohd Kumar R/o Palhallan for issuance
of OBC certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed through this notice
that the applicant file is currently under process
in the office of undersigned regarding obtaining
OBC certificate. According to the field staffs report
the applicants are permanent resident of village
Palhallan tehsil Pattan District Baramulla and have
been residing here from more than 15 years and has
not migrated from the said village the annual family
income of the applicant from all sources is Rs 60000
/-.Family details of the applicant are give below.

S.No |Name Parentage |Age |Occupation
1 Beba Begum W/o Gh/68 [H/W
Mohd Kumar
2 Parvaiz Ah Kumar S/o-- 27 |Student
3 Mehraj-ud-din Kumar  |S/0-- 24 |-
4 Rugsana Bano D/o-- 23 |-

In this connection If any person(s) has any objection(s)
he/she can visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days
from the date of publication of this notice. After that no
objection will be considered.

fko_r Naib Tehsildar

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject: Issuance of Registration orders in respect
of delayed Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Lolpora) has submitted a case
file pertaining to Birth of Aiza Ashig and Bisma Ashiq Wards
of Ashiq Hussain Teli R/0 Archinderhama Tehsil Singhpora
District Baramulla with vertified date of event (birth) as Aiza
Ashiq(DOB: 27-09-2021 and Bisma Ashiq (DOB: 18-10-2020

occurred at SDH Pattan
In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the
issuance of said registration may contact this office within
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.
Executive Magistrate st Class

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate Ist Class

Subject: Issuance of Registration orders in respect
of delayed Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Lolpora) has submitted a case file
pertaining to Birth of Mohd Ashraf Bhat S/o Gh Nabi Bhat R/o
Hanjiwera Bala Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla with vertified

date of event (birth) as 11-09-1986 occurred at Home
In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the
issuance of said registration may contact this office within
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.
Executive Magistrate st Class

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject: Issuance of Registration orders in respect
of delayed Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Lolpora) has submitted a case file
pertaining to Birth of MerziyaZehra D/o Mushtaq Ahmad Dar
R/o Chanabal Pattan Tehsil Singhpora District Baramulla with
vertified date of event (birth) as 08-06-2021 occurred at SDH

Patttan
In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the
issuance of said registration may contact this office within
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.
Executive Magistrate Ist Class

fko Naib Tehsildar Pattan
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'Rehmat-Al-Lil Aalameen’
Conference Organized
At Jamia Masjid

Dabirah Hassan

Srinagar: Anjuman Auqaf
Jama Masjid Srinagar on Fri-
day organized a conference
titled "Rehmat-al-Lil Aala-
meen" at the historic Jama
Masjid Srinagar to observe
the birthday of the Prophet of
Muhammad (Pbuh).

Renowned religious schol-
ars from the valley, according
to a statement, highlighted
various aspects of the life of the
Prophet (PBUH) while naat-
khans recited praises in the
honor of the Last Messenger of
Allah (PBUH).

The event was supposed
to be presided over by Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq but he
continues to be under house
arrest by the authorities, pre-
venting him from attending
the gathering.

Participants and schol-
ars strongly condemned the
house arrest of Mirwaiz-e-
Kashmir, claiming the move
led to the disappointment
among the worshippers and
devotees who had come to
the grand masjid to benefit
from his teachings on the last
Friday of the month of Rabi
al-Awwal.

In their addresses,
the speakers said that the
Prophet's (PBUH) life serves
as a guiding light for Mus-
lims throughout history.
They said that while Islam
is flourishing globally, Mus-
lims seem to be drifting away
from Islamic teachings. The
main reason for this discon-
nect is the failure to incorpo-
rate the universal principles
of Islam and the Prophet's
(PBUH) character into their
lives, they added.

Among the scholars who
spoke were Maulana Shaukat
Hussain Keing, Maulana Mas-
roor Abbas Ansari, Maulana
M.S. Rahman Shams, Maulvi
Ghulam Nabi Bukhari, and
Mr Muhammad Rafiq Zargar,
who highlighted various as-
pects of the Prophet's life and
urged Muslims to adopt the
Prophetic way of life as their
guiding principle.

Maulana Masroor Ab-
bas Ansari elaborated on the
great teachings of the Proph-
et (PBUH) and discussed the

Anjuma Auqaf
Condemns
Continuous
Detention Of
Mirwaiz

rinagar: Anjuman Augaf
SJamia Masjid Friday

lamented and strongly
condemned the continued
house detention of Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq by the authorities
that prevented him from
discharging his religious duties.

Anjuman, a caretaker
body of the grand mosque, said
that Mirwaiz was prevented
from offering prayers and
delivering his sermon for the
fourth consecutive Friday at
the Jami Masjid.

Ina statement issued here,
Anjuman said the continuous
detention and subsequent
barring of the religious leader
from performing his religious
commitments is deeply
disturbing and unacceptable.
Mirwaiz has already filed a
rejoinder in the court hearing his
detention petition.

On the last Friday of Rabi
Ul Awal, Augaf had organized
a Seerat Conference at Jamia
MAsjid, inviting esteemed
ulemas and scholars to speak
on the life and teachings of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

“Mirwaiz Umar was
supposed to lead the
conference. But unfortunately
thousands of people, from
different parts of the valley
who had come to participate
in this Majlis , were denied the
chance to hear the Mirwaiz on
this spiritual occasion,” the
statement added.

continuous service of the
Mirwaizeen-e-Kashmir to Is-
lam since the beginning.

He said, "Currently, our
religious rights are being
forcibly taken away, and de-
spite the government's claims
of Mirwaiz's freedom, he has
not been allowed to partici-
pate in this significant gather-
ing today nor is he able to ful-
fill his official responsibilities
at the Jamia Mosque, which
we strongly condemn.”

Downtown Artist Keeps Art Of
Acrylic Painting Alive In Kashmir

Agencies

Srinagar: A well-known acryl-
ic painting artist from Sri-
nagar is determined to keep
his craft alive despite dwin-
dling demand. Abdul Rashid
Rather, a resident of down-
town Bohri Kadal, has been
painting for 35 years with a
unique style that reflects the
rich heritage of Kashmir.

Speaking with KNO, Rath-
er said that acrylic painting
was once a popular medium,
celebrated for its vibrant colors
and versatility. "However, with
modern tastes shifting towards
digital art and mass-produced
decor, interest in hand-painted
acrylic pieces has significantly
declined," he said.

Rather, who is also rec-

ognized for his landscape
and oil paintings, has cre-
ated works on the Lal Chowk
flyover and sold pieces to
foreign tourists. "While most
of my acrylic painting cus-
tomers come from outside
the region, their numbers
are decreasing daily," he
shared. "There are times
when demand is so high that
I work day and night to fin-
ish a piece, but there are also
stretches when I don’t see a
single customer for months."
"T have witnessed the art
world change over the years,
yet I firmly believe in the beau-
ty of acrylic painting," Abdul
Rashid continued. "Even
though the demand has fallen,
I am committed to ensuring
this art form doesn’t vanish."
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Lal Chowk Hosts ‘Gau
Pad-Yatra’ To Kanyakumari

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: The commercial hub,
Lal Chowk, witnessed a momen-
tous occasion by playing home
for a ‘Gau (pad-yatra)’ foot-
march to Kanyakumari, the fi-
nal destination of the mainland
India on Friday.

The Akhil Bhartiya Gau Sewa
Foundation (ABGSF) organized
the foot-march from Srinagar to
Kanyakumari, with the objective
of raising awareness about cow
protection across India, including
Jammu and Kashmir.

The exquisitely ornamented
'hybrid cow', on exhibit next to the
historic Ghanta Ghar, was wor-
shipped by members of the ABGSF
before the pad-yatra began.

The pad-yatra, which was
launched from Srinagar's Lal
Chowk, according to the organizing
body, will be completed in 180 days.

“We travelled from Ahmed-

o]

Ambardar, a
‘Gau Rakshak’,

claimed that cows are
as sacred to the people
of Kashmir as they are
to the rest of India,

and everyone in the
country has a collective
responsibility to protect
and care for them.

abad to Srinagar with an objective
of promoting awareness about
the protection of cows, which
are highly respected and consid-

ered as holy as mothers. The fact
that Srinagar played home for
pad-yatra makes me extremely
happy,” Surinder Ambardar, the
foundation head told the media.

Quoting Sheikh-ul-Alam
(R.A)), he said, in Kashmir, a man
finds prosperity when he owns a
hamam (a traditional heating sys-
tem) in the winter and a cow in
the summer.

Ambardar, a ‘Gau Rakshak’,
claimed that cows are as sacred to
the people of Kashmir as they are
to the rest of India, and everyone
in the country has a collective re-
sponsibility to protect and care
for them.

“If we have to preserve the
earth, we must prioritize the wel-
fare of cows, as they provide us
with sustenance through their
unadulterated milk after moth-
ers, and we have a responsibility
to safeguard and honor them as
their progeny," Ambardar added.

4th Death Anniversary

-

Aye Thay Ham Misl-e Bulbul Sair-e Gulshan Kar Chale
Sambhal Mali Apna Bagh Ham Tu Apne Ghar Chale

Tamam Ummah Se Dua-e-Magfirat ki Guzarish haii

28 September Fourth Death Anniversary of Abdul Ahad Bhat

S/0 Abdul Gaffar Bhat R/0 Qazi Pora Delina Baramulla Jammu

and Kashmir.

We know we all will die one day. But we never thought you

would go like this. We still and always miss you Daddy. We love

you. Our prayers is always with you.

Losing you was something We could not cope with We hope you

are fine in Jannah ul Firdous. Always stay close to our hearts

Daddy.

Deeply missed by the Family, Relatives,
Friends and Neighbours. .

jm

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Ashiq Hussain Gujjar Dehdad F/O Mohammad Ayaan Ashiq Gujjar De-
hdad R/0 Patti Drugmulla Kupwara has wrongly mentioned in adhaar
card as my sons name as Mohammad Ayaan Ashiq Dehdad Instead Of
Mohammad Ayaan Ashiq Gujjar Dehdad. now i want to change it if any
body having any objections in this regard he/she may contact concern
authority with in 7 days after that no objection shall be entertained
jnv

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Mugli W/0 Mohammad Sultan Butt R/0 Jawahar Nagar has wrongly
mentioned in adhaar card as my name as Saleema Begum Instead Of
Mugli. now i want to change it if any body having any objections in this
regard he/she may contact concern authority with in 7 days after that
no objection shall be entertained

inv

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF

ISCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

AWANTIPORA, KASHMIR.

Tele: 01933-247954/247955.

Website: www.iust.ac.in

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION (Ph.D.) 01 of 2024-25

Dated: 26-09-2024

Applications are invited through online mode for admission to Ph.D. Programme 2024-25 (Full time/ Part time) in various disciplines as

per the following details:

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

=

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

R

HIGHWAY STATUS

Jh

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

O PRAYERS
FAJR 4:00

HIJRI ZUHR  12:22
CALENDAR | ASR 4:39
23 Rabi-Ul-Awwal | Magrib  6:25
1446 ISHA 7:45

This Day In History

1906 - US troops reoccupy Cuba, stay until 1909
1914 - German forces move into Antwerp Belgium
(WWI)

1915 - Battle of Kut-el-Amara: British defeat Turks
in Mesopotamia

1923 - Abyssinia (Ethiopia) leaves League of
Nations

1924 - French government names Gen Serrail
governor-general of Syria

1926 - Russia & Latvia treaty of neutrality signed
1928 - Prussia forbids speech from Adolf Hitler
1928 - US acknowledge Chinese government of
Chiang Kai-shek

1939 - Estonia accepts Soviet military bases

1939 - German-Soviet Frontier Treaty is signed by
Joachim von Ribbentrop and Vyacheslav Molotov;
redraws German and Soviet spheres of influence in
central Europe and transfers most of Lithuania to
the USSR

1944 - Battle of Arnhem, Germans defeat British
airborne in Netherlands

1950 - Indonesia becomes 60th member of UN
1959 - Explorer VI reveals an intense radiation belt
around Earth

1961 - Syria withdraws from United Arab Republic
1972 - Japan & Communist China agree to re-
establish diplomatic relations.

1982 1st reports appear of death from cyanide-
laced Tylenol capsules

1982 - NASA launches Intelsat V satellite, no. 505
1983 - STS-9 vehicle moves to launch pad

1985 - NASA launches Intelsat VA F-12

From KO Avchives

Political Strands in
Jobs Racket Revealed

‘NC Block President Has Earned Rs 40 Lakh
Duping Jobless Youth’

Observer News Service

RINAGAR-Several political strands appear to be attached to
the recently unearthed fake jobs scandal in Shopyan, with
a block president of a political party arrested along with a
gazetted officer and four others so far.

Scores of fake appointment orders for government jobs are re-
ported to have been seized from the arrested persons.

Investigations have revealed that the arrested political func-
tionary has extracted Rs 40 lakh from jobless youth so far by lur-
ing them with promises of government jobs, and the network was
spread all over the valley. The sensational racket come to light when
a Chatragam resident, Abdul Ghaffar Bhat, filed a complaint with
the Zainapora police that one Ali Muhammd Ganai of his village
had demanded a bribe of Rs 1 lakh from his son for securing him
a job in the Social Forestry Department, and gobbled up Rs 70.000
as advance.

The complaint said that to dupe people, Ganai used fake ap-
pointment orders prepared by his son, Altaf Ahmad.

The Zainapora-police station registered a case under sections
419, 420 and 467 of the RPC, and handed the case over to the superin-
tendent of police for Shopyan, Joginder Singh.

In the meantime, the police arrested Altaf Ahmad, and seized
a Social Forestry uniform, an identity card and a fake appointment
order from his possession.

The superintendent of police said that a suspicious list of 200
employees under the name of the Social Forestry Department was
published in a newspaper, and on investigations it was found to
have been issued by a shopkeeper in Budshah Chowk, Srinagar,
Manzoor Ahmad.

As the case was pursued, Manzoor told the police that the list

S. No Department/Centre/Discipline Number of Vacancies
1. Arabic Language & Literature 6
2. Averroes Centre for Philosophical Studies 3
3. Centre for Disaster Risk Reduction 2
4. Chemistry 10
5. Computer Science & Engineering 8
6. Economics 3
7. Environment Sustainability and Climate Change 6
8. Electrical Engineering 13
9. Electronics & Communication Engineering 15
10. Food Technology 12
11. Frontier Research Institute of Interdisciplinary Science 6
12. Habba Khatoon Centre for Kashmiri Language & Literature 2
13. Islamic Studies 2
14. International Centre for Spiritual Studies* 2
15. Journalism & Mass Communication 3
16. Management Studies 8
17. Mantagi Centre for Science & Society 2
18. Mathematics 3
19. Mechanical Engineering 14
20. Planning & Geomatics 4
21. Statistics 2
22. Watson and Crick Centre for Molecular Medicine 3
TOTAL 129

*The Ph.D Studies shall be interdisciplinary and shall be carried out in collaboration with other Departments like Islamic Studies and Arabic

Language & Literature.

Detailed Admission Notification is available on University website www.iust.ac.in and the interested candidates are advised to go through the
notice thoroughly to check the eligibility criteria/other details before filling and submitting their Application Forms (online).

IMPORTANT DATES:
Availability of Application Forms 28-09-2024
Last Date for submission of Application Forms 15-10-2024

Queries/ information can be made on email: research@iust.ac.in
No: IUST/DR/ Ph.D _Admission/24/1982
Dated: 26-09-2024

Sd/-
Assistant Registrar (Research)

DIPK-NB-1603/24

dated: 27-09-2024

had been given to him by an acquaintance who often came to his
shop and passed himself off as a DFO.

The superintendent of police laid a trap and arrested the phony
DFO when he next visited the shop. He was later identified as Gh-
ulam Nabi Bhat of Kawoosa, Budgam, who was an employee of the
forest department.

“Twenty fake appointment orders and a number of identity
cards were seized on the instance of Bhat, and during interrogation
he had revealed the names of several of his accomplices, following
which a gazetted officer of the civil secretariat, Abdul Majeed Zargar
of Neehama, Beeru, and Muhammad Yaqoob Sheikh of Makhdoom
Sahib Srinagar and Ghulam Nabi Bhat of HMT were arrested.

A further 40 fake appointment orders, state subject certificates
and educational certificates were recovered after their questioning.

The SP said that Zargar used to work in the secretariat's Gen-
eral Administrative Department, and had been suspended in a case
of fictitious appointments, but had later been reinstated.

(Kashmir Observer, September 28 ,2000)
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Ummar Jamal

ducation serves as the back-

bone of any nation, shaping the

future of its citizens and driv-

ing long-term development. For
India, a country with an immense youth
population, the prioritization of educa-
tion should be a non-negotiable goal.
Yet, despite lofty promises and political
rhetoric, India's investment in education
remains dangerously low. The result is
an education system riddled with over-
crowded classrooms, decaying infra-
structure, and underpaid, overworked
teachers. The dream of delivering acces-
sible, high-quality education to every
child remains elusive, and as budget al-
locations shrink, the very foundation of
India's education system is at risk. This
underfunding jeopardizes not only aca-
demic achievement but also India's long-
term prospects for growth, innovation,
and global competitiveness.

Unfulfilled Promises

The issue of inadequate funding for
education is not a recent development
in India. It has been a longstanding con-
cern, as the country consistently falls
short in allocating sufficient resources
to this critical sector. In its 2014 mani-
festo, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
pledged to increase spending on educa-
tion to 6% of the country's Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP), aligning with
the recommendations of the Kothari
Commission from as far back as 1966.
However, this target has yet to be met.
In fact, the current budgetary allocation
for education stands at a mere 2.51% of
GDP, a decline from the already insuf-
ficient 2.57% allocated in 2023.

Although the government allocated
1.48 lakh crore for education, employ-
ment, and skill development in the 2024
budget, this amount falls woefully short
of addressing the deep-rooted problems
plaguing the education system. Histori-
cally, public expenditure on education
in India has fluctuated but has remained
critically low. For instance, in 2000-01,
the highest allocation was just 3.8%,
but this dropped to 3% by 2004-05. Even
in 2010-11, when the allocation hovered
around 3.5%, it remained well below the
6% recommended by experts.

This chronic underfunding leaves
India far behind other nations in terms
of educational investment. According
to UNESCO’s 2012 “Global Education
Digest,” countries such as the United
States (5.4%), the United Kingdom
(5.6%), and Australia (5.1%) allocate sig-
nificantly larger portions of their GDP to
education. The disparity between India's
rhetoric about prioritizing education
and its actual budgetary commitments is
stark and widening, raising serious con-
cerns about the future of the country’s
education system.

The Impact of Low Budget Allocations
Budgetary cuts in education have
far-reaching consequences, deeply af-
fecting both the quality and accessibil-
ity of learning. One of the most glaring
consequences of inadequate funding
is the deteriorating infrastructure in
many Indian schools, particularly those
in rural areas. Many government-run
schools lack basic amenities such as

Educational Budgetary Cuts

India’s Investment In
Education is Dangerously Low
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ucation Budget lays the foundation for several
ambitious initiatives to overhaul both school and higher education systems. But it
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still falls short in addressing the broader needs of the region’s educational system

clean drinking water, functional toilets,
and sufficient classrooms. For example,
in Karnataka, about 28% of high schools
and 32% of primary schools lack access
to clean drinking water, according to
the State Achievement Survey 2022-23
(SAS) report. Furthermore, only 35%
of schools in the state have teachers for
all prescribed subjects. The situation is
similar across many other states, high-
lighting the severity of the crisis.

Moreover, budget constraints re-
sult in a severe shortage of qualified
teachers, exacerbating the challenge of
providing quality education. According
to a recent UNESCO report, India faces
a disturbing shortage of over one mil-
lion teachers in schools. Over the next
15 years, approximately 30% of the cur-
rent teaching workforce will need to be
replaced, further compounding the is-
sue. In fact, 1.1 lakh schools in India are
currently operating as single-teacher in-
stitutions, with 19% of all teaching posi-
tions lying vacant.

Higher education institutions, par-
ticularly public universities and col-
leges, are also bearing the brunt of bud-
get cuts. Recent reductions in funding
for the University Grants Commission
(UGC) are particularly alarming. The
government slashed the UGC’s budget
by nearly 61%, reducing it from 6,409
crore to 2,500 crore. This severe under-
funding jeopardizes not only the qual-
ity of higher education but also access
to essential research opportunities and
resources. Although the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes the
need for innovation and research, the
lack of adequate financial backing ren-

ders these goals unattainable.

Moreover, while the government
has placed significant emphasis on skill
development in recent years, these ini-
tiatives have not been matched by ap-
propriate funding. In a rapidly evolving
global economy, vocational training is
essential to prepare the workforce for
modern industry demands. However,
insufficient financial support has stunt-
ed the growth of such programs, leav-
ing many young graduates without the
skills required for meaningful employ-
ment. According to the Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy (CMIE), India’s
unemployment rate stood at a troubling
9.2% in June 2024, a clear indication that
existing skill development efforts are
failing to bridge the gap between educa-
tion and employability.

Allocating minimal funds to edu-
cation is a grave misstep, considering
that education is the cornerstone of de-
velopment. A robust education system
fosters innovation, enhances produc-
tivity, and drives economic growth by
equipping individuals with essential
skills and knowledge.

2024-25 J&K Education Budget at a
Glance: Promises and Shortfalls

The 2024-25 Jammu & Kashmir
Education Budget lays the foundation
for several ambitious initiatives to
overhaul both school and higher educa-
tion systems. With a focus on inclusiv-
ity, technology integration, and quality
improvement, the budget highlights
certain critical areas for development,
but it still falls short in addressing the

broader needs of the region’s educa-
tional system.

While Rs 1875 crore is allocated for
school infrastructure, this amount is
far from sufficient to cater to the vast
number of schools that require repairs,
modern facilities, and better resources.
Schools in rural areas are in desperate
need of basic amenities like sanitation,
drinking water, and reliable power sup-
plies. A more significant allocation is
required to bring all schools up to ac-
ceptable standards, especially those in
remote regions.

The Rs 475 crore allocation for col-
lege and university infrastructure up-
grades pales in comparison to the needs
of higher education institutions. Univer-
sities in J&K are struggling with outdat-
ed curricula, lack of research facilities,
and insufficient staff, which require
more substantial financial commit-
ments. Moreover, there is need for more
focus on improving teacher quality and
faculty development programs, which
have not been adequately addressed.

While the budget includes provi-
sions for ICT labs, smart classrooms, and
robotic and virtual reality labs, these
initiatives are limited to a small number
of schools (2584 out of thousands). The
digital divide in J&K remains vast, espe-
cially in rural areas where internet con-
nectivity is inconsistent or non-existent.
To ensure equitable access to digital ed-
ucation, the government must allocate
more funds to expand these initiatives to
all schools and focus on improving digi-
tal infrastructure across the region.

The introduction of 2176 kindergar-
ten classes is a step in the right direc-

tion, but it is not enough to cover the en-
tire region, which has a large population
of young children. Early childhood edu-
cation plays a crucial role in long-term
educational outcomes, and a more com-
prehensive plan is required to ensure ac-
cess to quality education for every child,
especially in underserved areas.

While the provision of sports equip-
ment to 18,499 schools is commendable,
this alone is insufficient to develop
a robust extracurricular program.
Schools need more trained coaches,
better sports infrastructure, and sus-
tained investments in sports education
to nurture talent and encourage physi-
cal fitness among students.

The budget also provides for the
Construction of 05 newly established
colleges to be completed during 2024-25,
08 colleges to be assessed and accred-
ited in 2024-2 and infrastructure of 233
schools to be upgraded under Pradhan
Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM
SHRI) Scheme.

The budget does not allocate spe-
cific resources for improving teacher
training and professional development.
J&K’s teachers are often overworked
and lack access to the latest pedagogical
techniques and resources. Without well-
trained teachers, the ambitious goals
outlined in the budget—Ilike introducing
cutting-edge technologies and vocation-
al programs—cannot be realized effec-
tively. Increasing the budget for teacher
training programs is essential to ensure
that educators can keep pace with the
evolving educational landscape.
Conclusion

The persistent underfunding of In-
dia’s education system poses a severe
threat to the country’s future. With a
growing population of young people,
the need for high-quality education has
never been more urgent. Yet, the cur-
rent allocation of 2.51% of GDP is far
from sufficient to address the multitude
of challenges facing the sector. If India is
serious about its development goals, it
must make a stronger financial commit-
ment to education.

Investment in  infrastructure,
teacher training, higher education, and
skill development programs is essen-
tial if India is to equip its youth with
the tools they need to succeed in an
increasingly competitive world. With-
out such investment, the country risks
not only failing its young population
but also stalling its own economic and
social progress. The time for India to
prioritize education funding is now—
before the consequences of inaction be-
come too great to overcome.

In essence, skimping on educa-
tional investment is shortsighted; it
hampers future prosperity and societal
advancement. Prioritizing education
in the budget is not just a policy choice
but a strategic necessity for sustainable
development and national success.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial stance
of Kashmir Observer

The author is a columnist and National
President of J&K Students Association.
He tweets at ummar_jamal and can be
reached at umajamal968@gmail.com

here is no denying that plas-

tics have delivered tremen-

dous benefits over the past

century, driving technological
innovation, transforming health care,
and fueling global economic growth.
But as we now know, this progress has
come at great cost.

The adverse consequences of our
overreliance on plastics are well-
documented. From the extraction and
transport of the fossil fuels required to
produce them, through the manufac-
turing process, to their everyday use
and disposal, each stage of plastics’ life
cycle implies pollution and environ-
mental degradation.

Plastic pollution endangers wildlife,
damages ecosystems, and poses serious
risks to human health. Microplastics,
along with the toxic chemicals they con-
tain, are found in the air we breathe, the
food we eat, and can be absorbed through
the skin. As plastic waste accumulates
in oceans, rivers, and lakes, harmful
chemicals contaminate the soil, disrupt-
ing plant life. While the full implica-
tions of nanoplastics for human health
remain under-researched, it is clear that
vulnerable groups — children, women,
impoverished communities, and work-

Saving The Planet From Plastics

ers in plastic production, waste manage-
ment, and recycling — bear the brunt of
these hazards.

The current debate, particularly con-
cerning single-use plastics, often centers
on disposal, prompting calls for “circu-
lar economy” solutions like recycling.
But there are no truly “safe plastics,”
and product labels claiming otherwise
are misleading and obscure the damage
caused by oil and gas extraction, which
accounts for 99% of the world’s plastic.
The toxins released during fossil-fuel
extraction are known to harm the skin,
eyes, and the respiratory, nervous, and
gastrointestinal systems, as well as the
liver and brain.

Plastic production is not only a di-
rect threat to human health but also
a major driver of climate change, ac-
counting for roughly 3-8% of global
greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions. Yet,
despite the existential dangers posed

Jayati Ghosh

by the climate crisis, plastic production
continues to surge. OECD estimates sug-
gest that, if current trends persist, global
plastic use — and the waste it generates
- could nearly triple by 2060. Half of this
waste is expected to end up in landfills,
with less than 20% being recycled.

Even more alarmingly, recycled
plastics are projected to account for just
12% of all plastic use in 2060, while plas-
tic leakage to the environment is set to
double, reaching 44 million tons annu-
ally, with devastating consequences for
human health and natural ecosystems.
If the industry’s expansion plans are
realized, plastic production could con-
sume 31% of the planet’s remaining car-
bon budget for limiting global warming
to 1.5° Celsius.

This manufacturing surge is in-
creasingly misaligned with projections
of future demand. One study suggests
that the global production of plastics

like polypropylene may need to decrease
by 18 million tons annually by 2030, ow-
ing to reduced demand from China and
other countries. In fact, petrochemical
companies are already grappling with a
global glut — yet another example of mar-
ket forces failing to deliver efficient or
even sensible outcomes.

With corporations under growing
pressure to reduce GHG emissions,
doubling down on fossil-fuel-based
plastic production seems not just reck-
less but also economically shortsight-
ed. Still, a recent study by the Institute
for Energy Economics and Financial
Analysis found that even in the face
of potential credit downgrades, the
world’s largest petrochemical compa-
nies are “making major investments
going in the wrong direction.”

Given the stakes involved, it is
clear that reducing plastic consump-
tion alone will not be enough to protect

human health, the environment, and
the planet. As the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee on Plastic Pol-
lution approaches its final meeting in
Busan later this year, ongoing efforts to
conclude a global treaty to end plastic
pollution must confront the urgent need
to curb production.

Regrettably, as with many inter-
national negotiations, resistance from
powerful vested interests may block es-
sential measures from making it into the
final agreement. The Committee’s April
meeting in Ottawa was a case in point,
revealing deep divisions over key strate-
gies. The most contentious issue was the
proposal to cap global plastic production,
which faced fierce opposition from plas-
tic manufacturers, their host countries,
and oil and gas producers. These inter-
est groups favored a narrower approach,
focused on recycling. Some petrostates
even argued that the treaty should cover
only waste management.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of Kashmir
Observer. The article was originally
published by Project Syndicate
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THE LURE OF

THE MOON LAND

INLADAKH
HAS BECKONED

MANY VISITORS,
travellers, scholars,

expeditionists and
therest, in the last

seven centuries. Most
of them Westerners,
who have contributed

towards a better

understanding of this

mystery land

S.Sarwar.Malik

11 English knowing stu-
dents of Ladakhi studies,
including this humble
enman, are indebted to
Scores of foreigners who traversed
long distances and difficult terrains.
Besides other challenges one faces
in somewhat difficult parts of this
globe, where putting up for pro-
longed periods, that too in a hostile
climate with different people; not
only racially but also in terms of
language, faith and culture. Different
in almost all aspects.

For a moment, dear reader, trans-
port yourself to the past: 19th or
20th century or as distant as Lada-
kh of 17-18th century AD (Baffled
na?). Pursuing their scholarly pur-
suits! What they bequeath to the
subsequent followers is more valu-
able than the fabled treasures.

Today, in passing, I will mention
just two, somewhat recent, great
names, i.e, A.H. Francke (cursorily)
and D.L. Snellgrove (deserving my
tilt). Reason being Snellgrove’s Cul-
tural Heritage of Ladakh, a 1978-79
publication. Mentioning expressly
the debt to Snellgrove, a humble-
looking (’ruralite’) scholar of lada-
khi studies; N.T.S, who is somewhat
dear to me, I confess)...

Izhaare-Ishge-

posheedah/

woh be abb iss peeri main?/

Chalo ker kay daikhaein gay.

Chalo ker kay daikhaein gay. //
Zanjeer bajayein ‘zindaan walay’,/

hum galam utha kay daikhaein
gay//

...who was just three years older
than me. Better equipped with a de-
gree in History and also himself be-
ing a native of Ladakh (who inher-
ited Buddhism as faith and worked
in our J&K Academy Of Art Culture
and Languages, till his retirement
in 2010), having organised an im-
pactful Colloquium, and above all
produced, (what endears him more?
...to this humble penman) 5-6 books.
Surpassing thereby, other later writ-
ers (local PhDs including the ones of
1st decennial of this century, includ-
ing those from famous universities
of North India) comprehension-wise
as well as in terms of head-count of
the foreign scholars whom he has
read like the fore-mentioned Snell-
grove.

A brief digression!

About thirty nine years back,
seated on a boulder, in Tang-ts-e
area of Ladakh (in Durbuk block
bordering Pangong Tso & Nubra),
approximately 110 kms away from
Leh, suddenly I began to surmise
what zeal must have motivated
those Christian missionaries (like
Father Francesco de Azevedo and

all

Father Giovanni de Oliveiro — the
duo that visited Ladakh in Oct 1631,
as mentioned in’ Early Jesuit Trav-
ellers in Central Asia’, published
by C.wessels in 1924), when even
after lapsing of nearly three and a
half centuries, the total population
of local christians in ladakh (i.e.,
converts), is just somewhere around
150.

On that day of 1984, an uncom-
fortable feeling followed me as well
as the question: “Why had history
thrust two wars here on this very
region (Mughal-Ladakh-Tibet war
of 1679 and Dogra-Tibetan war of
18417 Through which trade with
Central Asia, Turkestan, Yarkand
and Tibet etc too was flowing in
those distant days, as this route was
promoted by the British too, there
around.

Writing about Fahien’s route
Prof. Samuel Beal( Oriental scholar,
University college London, d. 1889
AD) records:

“..North of Kashmir is Darail
valley of the Dard-country; on the
western bank of Indus....” Darail is
the tribal territory between Indus
Kohistan and Gilgit agency on Paki-
stan’s western borders. Probably,
these Dards migrated from Central
Asia via Gilgit into Ladakh, long
before the advent of Buddhism or
Mongoloid nomads; possibly dis-
placing completely the ‘Mons’ of
Ladakh, in 5th or 6th century AD.

Dards came,perhaps, to seek ref-
uge and protection from the advanc-
ing Greeko-Bactrian Kushans (1st
century AD) whose empire extended
from Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turk-
menistan, Afghanistan, Taxila, to
north India etc (in emperor Kanish-
ka’s syncretic reign of 2nd century
AD). It is said long before the ad-
vent of Buddhism, Dards of Ladakh
had migrated from Central Asia via
Gilgit and as per Dr.A.H.Francke (of
Morovian Mission, 1890-1927) they
withdrew to Purig-area of Ladakh,
where they are called Dok-pas.

The standard Dardish form of
language is known as ‘Shina’ but
with passage of time Ladakhi influ-
ence changed much of their lan-
guage, original beliefs and traditions
but Ladakhis being obviously mon-
goloids are racially different.

Giving a geographical
account,Frederic  Drew  (Dogra
Governor of Ladakh) wrote in
1875, that these people were mi-
grants. R.B.Shaw, British histo-
rian, in his book, Stray Aryians
in Tibet (1870), wrote that these
Dards claimed to have migrated
from Gilgit, via Astore and Kar-
gil. A.H.Francke wrote in his
book, Ladakh the Mysterious Land
(1907) that ..Brokskat, is an off-
shoot of Sheena. That much about
these pastoralists.

NICHE PENMAN

Early Guests on the
Moonland of Yore

Now, hastily I give a sketchy
roundup of the prominent visitors
ever since 1631 but before that let
me underline an interesting piece of
information for you. That in 1909,
Dr.A.H. Francke had found an an-
cient Bonpo temple with Frescoes
of Bon deities in blue and black
dress at Lamayuru (approx. 130 kms
from Leh) and permit me to defer
my stating anything more about the
world famous British Tibetologist
prof.David .L. Snellgrove (1920-
2016; author of ‘The Nine Ways of
Bon,1980; Cultural Heritage of La-
dakh, 1977 and Indo- Tibetan Bud-
dhism, 1987).

Now The Visitors

The lure of the moon land in La-
dakh has beckoned many visitors,
travellers, scholars, expeditionists
and the rest, in the last seven centu-

e

Foramoment, dear
reader, transport
yourself to the past:
19th or 20th century or
as distant as Ladakh

of 17-18th century AD.
Pursuing their scholarly
pursuits! What they
bequeath to the
subsequent followers is
more valuable than the
fabled-treasures

ries. Most of them Westerners, who
have contributed towards a better
understanding of this mystery land.

Let us make a brief mention of
these first-comers as this, I Believe,
is the first compilation on this infor-
mation.

During the reign of the grandson
of Rinchen Lha-Chen-Khri-tsung-
de, that is between 1380 and 1400
AD, a large number of Nestorian
Christians are first believed to have
migrated to Ladakh, as refugees
from Central Asia. But not much
is known about their visit and may
be the undeciphered writing on the
rock at Tangsey, Durbok in Ladakh
belongs to them.

In the first half of the 15th cen-
turyAD, the two kingdoms of Shey
and Basgo were reunited and the
founder of the united dynasty took
the surname of Namgials. Senge
Namgial who ascended the throne

in 1616 A.D was the great king of
Ladakh. During his reign Father
Francesco de Azevedo and Giovani
de Oliveiro visited Ladakh. These
Jesuits describe Senge as “a man
of tall stature, his ears adorned with
turquoise and he wore a string of
skull bones around his neck”.

In 1715, when Nyima Namg-
yal ruled, Ipolito Desideri passed
through Ladakh and saw the lake
of Shey, blue like turquoise; (-alas!
At present, there is no trace of this
lake. William Moorcroft along with
George Trebeck stayed in Ladakh
from 1820 to 1822 and it is believed
the former put forth the advice of
building a fort to the king. During
the same time Alexander Csoma de
Korosi spent over a year in a mon-
astery in Zanskar. In the wake of
stirs of Ranjit Singh’s expansionist
empire, King Tsemphel Namgial
made an offer of allegiance to the
East India Company through Wil-
liam Moorcroft.

In 1834-35, Henderson came
to Ladakh and acted as informer
of Dogras. Commander of Dogras
Zorawer Singh invaded Ladakh and
built the fort at Leh in 1836. G.T.
Vigne, author of Travels in Kash-
mir, Ladakh and Iskardo: was in Leh
from 1835-38 and he speaks of the
restrictions and the troubles Dogras
gave him in Leh.

1838 brought Dr.Falconer to Leh.

In 1846-47 Alexander Cun-
ningham surveyed and demarcated
the boundaries between Ladakh,
Spiti and Tibet. During 1852-54 he
wrote his book, Ladakh and West
Himalayan Tibet. In 1856 Hermann
Von and Emil Schlagintweit vis-
ited Ladakh. Hermann was the first
visitor to have obtained a manu-
script of the ex-King of Ladakh,
Jygmed Namgial, which was later
published in German in 1866. He
is also believed to have introduced
poultry in Ladakh. In 1862 Fred-
eric Dew, a geologist, travelled to
Ladakh and Coyley was the first
British Joint Commissioner of Leh
in 1867. Johnson, who served as the
governor of Ladakh from 1871-83,
was the first British to have con-
ducted the geographical survey of
Ladakh. Author of Unknown Life
of Jesus Christ: Life of Issa, of the
renowned Nicolas Notovitch, who
visited ladakh during 1866 and also
later in 1890 when he was treated
by Dr. Karl Marx in Hemis Gompa.
In 1870 and again in 1873, Douglas
Forsythe crossed Ladakh while go-
ing to Yarkand and Kashgar, forg-
ing trade between East India and
Eastern Turkestan. In 1871 Robert
Shaw, the British Joint Commis-
sioner at Leh and ambassador des-
ignate, travelled to Kashgar. His
agent Andrew Dalgleish settled
in Yarkand and for 14 years was

=

‘engaged actively in Leh-Yarkand
trade’. Andrew was assassinated
by an Afghan, Daud Mohamud,
enroute. In 1864, Morovian mis-
sion had penetrated Leh. In 1885
Leh became the headquarters of the
Morovian Church mission and the
Leh church was established by Rev.
Ratslab. Dr Karl Rudolf Marx was
the first medical missionary doctor
in the mission hospital Leh.

In 1892, two Britons, Major N.
Malcolm and Captain Neilly Well-
by, accompanied by six Ladakhis;
(including Baba Kalam Rasul Ma-
lik- the greatest known expeditionist
of Ladakh after Galwan Rasool, left
from Leh to Peking via Tibet.

In 1902, the English traveller A.
Reeve Herber was in Leh. In 1903
Rev. J. Peter of the Morovian Mis-
sion started a newspaper- Ladakh
Phoyian, in ladakhi language; the
first paper in J &K state.

In 1906 the Swedish explorer and
author of Trans Himalaya, Sven He-
din came to Leh and stayed at La-
mayuru gompa in July 1906.

After Karl R Marx, who died in
1891, his brother in law Dr. A.H.
Francke, also of Morovian mission,
came to Leh. On being sponsored
by the Director General of Arche-
ology in 1909 Francke worked on
the same manuscript: (La-dvags-
rgyal-rabs- chronicles of Ladakh),
on which Marx had worked. He
compiled Antiquities of Indian Tibet
and History of Western Tibet- pub-
lished in 1926 and 1927.[One F.E.
Shaw was in Leh during Francke’s
time. Francke’s history of Ladakh
is a pioneer and fundamental work
which was consulted by all histori-
ographers and improved by few].

Since the 1930s Prof G. Tucci
and Prof L.Petech have become and
still remain the chief authorities on
the history and culture of old west-
ern Tibet. Tucci wrote Indo-Tibetica
and Petech, A Study of the Chroni-
cles of Ladakh.

Recently in 1986 a ladakhi
scholar brought out a book on the
history of Ladakh in Bodhi Lan-
guage. Snellgrove and Skorupski
who worked on Monastic paintings
of Ladakh, remained here from Oct
1974 to Feb 1975. The noted writer
Heinrich Harrer visited Ladakh six
times from 1944 to 1978.

Writings of these leading and
undaunted visitors have contributed
greatly to the appreciative under-
standing of this mysterious land, its
people, its religion and culture and
those like me (& others, in dozens)
cannot withhold our appreciative-
bow.

In the bodhi language that is spo-
ken by ladakhi’s, yul means land.
Kashmir is Kache-yul; The land
where snowfall is witnessed. Baltis-
tan is Balti-yul, land where Shia’s/

Baltistaani people live. Adepts in
the field say, Ethnically Balti’s and
Ladakhis are both descendants from
the same stock. Both are a blend of
the Aryan, Mongol, Min and Tibetan
races. The Major difference is that
of religion; Ladakhi’s are largely
Buddhist while the people of Balti-
stagn are muslim. The Buddhist
presence in Baltistan is said to be
very old [-as it is believed that the
Buddhist saint of Mahayana sect,
7/8th century AD; PadmaSambhava
(-Buddha reincarnate for his sect)
,worked here.]

According to tradition the com-
mon language among the Baltis,
Zangskaris, Changpas and Purikis
was Tibetan. Later in history when
the Baltis adopted Islam, they lost
contact with the Tibetan script, ever
since the 10th Century, though re-
taining it greatly in their spoken
language.

Among the common inheritance
between the people of two faiths,
is the story of Gyalpo Norzang; the
Kesar Saga,and Naga Rai prayers,
Tibetan canon of Lo-ts-awo Ts-ul-
trim etc though style of narration
differs.

Ladakh and Baltistaan had close
economic ties too, and in the trade
that happened via different trunk-
roads of yore as well as that hap-
pened via Central Asia. Both Lada-
khis and Baltis were active players.

Baltistaan being the land of Shia-
muslims. Skardu was an important
town of this Baltistaan. Here we
reach an interesting milestone of the
16th Century.

King Jamyung Namgial of La-
dakh had invaded Chigtan around
1600. Chief of Askardo, Ali Mir,
tasted Victory and King Jamyung
was captured.

[ Elements of rest of the story,...
..that is what led to the marriage of
Ali Mirs daughter, khatoon, with
this Buddhist/ Ladakhi king Ja-
myung; for example the Vision
that a Tiger jumps on her and en-
ters her womb and birth of a child
who In Ladakh’s history, came to
be known be Sengey Namgyal,
surpassed by few, achievement-
wise...]..may be writer’s touch
that add flavour to the story, but
overall it is an interesting episode,
caricatured by history.

Excuse me readers. I have to end
today’s write-up,(...lest it outgrows
the space, that too..) ..on a sad note:

Later in history, both these ar-
eas, Ladakh and Baltistaan, had to
undergo a brutal stage. That of the
damage caused by Zorawer Singh,
the general of Dogra Maharaja Gu-
lab Singh to these two lands; reduc-
ing their status.

For feedback email:
sarwarms@gmail.com
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Videos showing the site of the airstrike
showed several buildings that had completely
collapsed, with fires burning under the rubble.
Pictures showed a car swallowed by a hole in
the ground, while rubble and dust made the
asphalt street unrecognizable.

The sound of ambulances rushing to the
scene were heard across Beirut, but reports of
casualties had yet to emerge.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
abruptly left a press briefing at the UN after
receiving an update from his military adviser.

An Israeli official said Israel notified the U.S.
minutes before the strike in Beirut, but two se-
nior U.S. officials denied that, telling press they
had no prior warning. “We had no knowledge
of it or involvement in it,” a senior official said.
Friday’s airstrike was the fifth time that Israel
hit the capital city in a week, and came off
the back of a week of an intensified aerial
campaign against Lebanon. Israel said that it
bombed more than 2,000 Hezbollah targets
across Lebanon, killing at least 700 and
wounding more than 1,835.

ECI Revises

include the seats of Khansahib, Gulabgarh,
Reasi, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi, Kalakote
Sunderbani, Nowshera, Rajouri, Budhal,
Thanamandi, Surankote, Poonch Haveli, and
Mendhar.

Kangan hamlet in central Ganderbal dis-
trict, according to ECI statistics, recorded the
highest voter turnout in Kashmir with 72.18 %
followed by 72.08 % in Khansahib, 70. 27 % in
Charar-I-Sharif, 66. 95 % in Beerwah, 57. 19 % in
Chadoora and 52. 27 % in Budgam.

In Jammu, the highest voter turnout was
80. 45 % was recorded in Mata Vaishno Devi
followed by 74. 94 % in Surankote, 74.56 % in
Poonch Haveli, 73. 60 % in Gulabgarh, 73. 56 %
in Mendhar, 73. 05 % in Nowshera, 72. 88 % in
Thanamandi, 72. 06 % in Reasi and 68. 82 % in
Kalakote-Sunderbani.

With 0.04 %, Budhal in Rajouri district of
Jammu recorded the highest low among all as-
sembly segments in six districts followed by
19.81% in Habba Kadal, 26. 09 % in Khanyar, 29.
53 % in Chanapora, 30. 78 % in Zadibal, 31. 84 %
in Central Shalteng, 32. 39 % in Hazratbal, 34.
15 % in Lal Chowk and 36. 95 % in Eidgah.

Gulmarg Receives

improvement in weather is expected from
tomorrow morning or afternoon onwards,” he
added.

He said mostly dry weather is expected un-
til 4 October, with a significant fall in night
temperatures.

J&K Polls: 3 Candidates

Ghulam Nabi Lone Hanjura.

The 80-year-old veteran is up against
Hanjura once again as he tries to become the
first Jammu and Kashmir politician to win sev-
en assembly elections.

Rather’s party colleague and former minis-
ter Ali Mohammad Sagar, who is also seeking
a seventh term, has never lost an assembly
election.

The 66-year-old Srinagar strongman won his
first assembly election as a 25-year-old from
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the Batamaloo seat, retaining it in the 1987
polls.

Sagar shifted to the Khanyar seat in 1996 and
has been an MLA for four consecutive terms.

Hakim Mohammad Yaseen has also won six
assembly elections from the Khansahib seg-
ment of Budgam district, the first of which
came in 1977.

The only exception was in 1996 when he did
not contest the polls.

The Chrar-i-Sharief, Khanyar and Khansahib
constituencies went to the polls in the second
phase on Wednesday.

There are several other candidates who
are seeking sixth, fifth or fourth terms in the

assembly.
Prominent among them is National
Conference leader and former speaker

Mubarak Gul, who is seeking a sixth term as an
MLA from the Eidgah constituency in Srinagar
that went to the polls on Wednesday.

CPI(M) leader Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami
is seeking a fifth straight term from the
Kulgam seat in south Kashmir while the PDP’s
Abdul Rehman Veeri -- who has represented
Bijbehara four times -- is seeking election from
the Shangus Anantnag East constituency.

Both these constituencies went to the polls
in the first phase.

The last phase of the assembly elections will
be held on October 1. The results of the elec-
tions will be declared on October 8.

PDP Has Faced

support from north to south in 2014, a sce-
nario shaped by (the party founder) Mufti
(Muhammad Sayeed) Sahab. This time, too,
we remain optimistic and hopeful that the PDP
will surprise everyone again.

Why has PDP distanced itself from an alli-
ance with NC, despite both being prominent
regional parties opposing Delhi’s policies in
Kashmir?

After the abrogation of Article 370, every
party has been fighting for survival; it was a
direct assault on Kashmir’s identity. The PDP
faced immense pressure, resulting in a split
after August 5, 2019, when around 40 of our
leaders, including MLAs and ministers, left. No
other party faced such targeted actions as the
PDP did. Only (the party president) Mehbooba
(Mufti) Ji continued to speak out against these
challenges.

Is there a possibility of a post-poll alliance,
particularly with the National Conference?

Before August 5, 2019, we advocated for
unity, even within PAGD (People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration). Mehbooba Ji pushed for a
unified stance, and (National Conference presi-
dent) Farooq (Abdullah( Sahab was elected
chairman of the alliance. However, during the
DDC elections, the NC was unwilling to share
seats with us, despite our unconditional sup-
port. In this assembly election, they neither
discussed seat sharing nor recognised the PDP
as a significant player. The reality is that the
PDP has faced a crackdown while other parties
remained untouched. Our decisions on alli-
ances will be based on who aligns most closely
with our manifesto.

Why is the PDP often seen attacking NC, de-
spite both facing challenges from the central
government?

We didn’t start this. NC's leadership targeted
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the PDP first, which compelled us to respond. If
a party blames you, a reaction is expected.

What is your response to Ram Madhav’s
claims that PDP and NC support militancy?

Those are his personal views. National poli-
tics often revolves around Kashmir, and figures
like him blame Pakistan, Hurriyat, militancy
and even mainstream parties. The PDP is here
to promote constitutional and democratic
spaces. We want Kashmiris to abandon vio-
lence, but they must have democratic avenues,
fair elections and equal participation in the
political process. The split within the PDP is
part of a broader crackdown, and our struggle
is against the government’s actions, not against
NC

NC and Jamaat have visible cadres, but PDP’s
ground presence seems diminished. Why is
that?

The PDP has faced a deliberate split, losing
40 members. Post-August 5, 2019, three parties
were formed from the PDP, yet none gained
significant traction. While we were targeted
through government crackdowns and legal
actions, we are not contesting against NC, but
they’ve chosen to challenge us. If our cadre isn’t
visible, it raises questions about why the gov-
ernment worked so hard to divide us.

What is PDP’s stance on Jamaat-e-Islami’s
participation in elections? Will they cut into
the party’s vote base?

We've always had sympathy for Jamaat.
While they never voted openly, we want their
ban to be revoked and their leaders released
from detention. Exclusion from the demo-
cratic process, as seen in 1987, is not what we
advocate.

What message do you have for those who
consider PDP a sinking ship?

The people will respond to that. The PDP is
not fighting against anyone; we are resisting
a severe crackdown, including actions under
UAPA, PSA, ED and NIA. The PDP has faced chal-
lenges greater than even Hurriyat. Mehbooba
Ji's house was taken, and she faced legal notices
that hindered her ability to perform Hajj—no
other party faced such measures.

Your Lok Sabha campaign was perceived as
soft. Do you think this impacted core voters?

Our message reached the people, and we
were satisfied with our position, securing sec-
ond place. However, the crackdown on the PDP
did impact us, splitting our votes and cadre due
to external pressures.

Why couldn’t the party prevent the split dur-
ing the assembly elections?

Some left due to mandate issues, but the
post-August 5 split was different. When lives
are at risk and legal notices are served, it's
challenging to retain members. [ was jailed for
three years on NIA charges related to terrorism,
which affected many.

What's your assessment of the ongoing as-
sembly polls?

I won't give specific numbers, but the PDP
will play a key role in government formation.
Just like in 2002, we will surprise everyone and
be crucial in deciding the next government in
Jammu & Kashmir.

Would the PDP consider an alliance with BJP
or NC if necessary for government formation?

The party will decide the next move.
Mehbooba Ji's stance on the BJP is clear, and we
will support those who share our interests and

values for Kashmir. (KNO)

Phase-Ill: 2.59 Lakh

and 121 rural polling stations.

16-Gurez Assembly Constituency comes last
with 22,291 registered voters; 11,723 male and
10,568 female. To ensure a smooth electoral
process, 31 rural polling stations have been es-
tablished across the constituency.

The District Administration has completed
all necessary preparations to ensure a fair and
transparent election. Adequate measures have
been taken to ensure accessibility, security and
smooth operations at all polling stations across
all constituencies.

As per the guidelines of the ECI, every poll-
ing station is equipped with required infra-
structure and has taken measures to guarantee
the safety and accessibility of voters, especially
women, elderly voters, and persons with dis-
abilities, to facilitate a hassle-free voting expe-
rience. Additionally, 12 model polling stations
have been established across the district; one
pink polling station, one green polling station,
one blue polling station, and one red polling
station in each AC.

Currently, a number of voter awareness
programmes are underway in various parts
of the district to generate interest among the
electorate regarding the importance of exercis-
ing their franchise and to maximize the voter
turnout.

The voting will take place from 7.00 am to
6.00 pm in the district.

HC Upholds

co-accused was involved in murder of
Wanchoo so as to create an imminent sense of
terror in the minority community in Kashmir.
Thereafter he was charged along with eleven
more persons for offences under Section 302,
120-B RPC and Section 3 of the TADA Act by
the Designated Court (under TADA Act, 1987),
Jammu. Out of these twelve persons, four
died and five others absconded, therefore, the
Faktoo along with two other persons was put
on trial. They were acquitted of the charges
by the Designated Court in terms of judgment
dated 14th July, 2001. However, the judgment
was assailed by the investigating agency i.e.
CBI before the Supreme Court by which on
30th January, 2003, allowed the appeal and
the judgment of the Designated Court, Jammu,
was set aside. Faktoo along with other accused
were convicted of offences under Section 3
of TADA Act as well as Section 302 read 120-
B RPC. Consequently they were sentenced to
undergo life imprisonment. Faktoo has been in
custody since 6th February, 1993.

In his plea before the division bench of the
court, Faktoo challenged judgment dated 16
November 2012 passed by the Single Judge,
whereby his petition seeking direction to re-
lease him from custody on the ground that he
has completed more than 20 years in jail, was
dismissed. However, the court held that im-
prisonment for life lasts until the last breath of
the convict and that whatever the length of re-
missions earned, the prisoner can claim release
only if the remaining sentence is remitted by
the Government.

“....there is no manner of doubt in holding
that imprisonment for life would, in all cases,
mean imprisonment for natural life of a convict
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and unless a part of the sentence is remitted by
the appropriate authority in exercise of its con-
stitutional powers under Article 72/161 of the
Constitution of India or under Section 432 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, the convict has
to remain in prison for rest of his natural life,”
said a division bench of Justice Sanjay Dhar
and Justice M. A. Chowdhary said in a 49-page
judgment, adding, “He cannot claim his release
from prison after undergoing 20 years impris-
onment as a matter of right. It is only if the ap-
propriate authority exercises its constitutional
or statutory powers of remission in favour of
the said life convict that he can be released.”

Referring to Faktoo’s contention that in view
of the provisions contained in explanation to
Section 3 of the J&K Prisoners Act and Para
(46.18) of the Jail Manual, the life imprison-
ment has to be taken as imprisonment for 20
years, is concerned, the Division Bench said,
“the same is without any merit because, as per
explanation to Section 3 of the J&K Prisoners
Act, the imprisonment for life has to be taken
as sentence of imprisonment for 20 years only
for the purposes of execution.”

Similarly, the Division Bench said, as per
(Para 46.18) of the Jail Manual, imprisonment
for life has to be taken as sentence of impris-
onment for 20 years only for administrative
purposes.

The Single Judge, the Division bench said, has
dealt with this argument of Faktoo in para (17)
of the 2012 judgment, “wherein it has been
clearly stated that the provisions contained in
Jail Manual, Prisons Act and Prisoners Act only
lays down the provisions as to how to regulate
and manage the prisoners in the prisons.”

“We are in complete agreement with the
view taken by the learned Single Judge on this
aspect of the matter,” the court said, adding,
“....imprisonment for life means imprison-
ment for the natural life of a convict.”

The court also upheld the constitutional va-
lidity of Rule 54.1 of the J&K Jail Manual (now
repealed) and Rule 20.10 of the J&K Prison
Manual, 2022 and also dismissed separate plea
filed Faktoo challenging the same.

The court also dismissed a plea by another
convict, Nazir Ahmad Sheikh who was booked
in FIR No0.105/1990 for offences under Section
302 of RPC, 3(2) of TADA(P) Act. It has been
alleged that the said Sheikh along with other
co-accused, were involved in the murder of a
BSF personnel, namely, Dharamveer Sharma in
1990 “with a view to spread terror in the Valley
amongst the security forces.”

Sheikh along with two other co-accused was
convicted of offences under Section 302 RPC,
3(2)(i) and 4 of TADA Act and 7/27 Arms Act
and sentenced to imprisonment for life.

Meanwhile, the division bench of the court
said that it shall be open to the competent con-
stitutional authorities to consider the cases of
the petitioners—Faktoo and Sheikh— for grant
of remission in exercise of their powers under
Articles 72 and 161 of the Constitution of India.

The Division Bench passed the direction af-
ter noting that the Constitution of India under
Article 72 confers power upon the President to
grant pardons and to suspend, remit or com-
mute sentences in certain cases. Similarly,
Article 161 of the Constitution vests power with
the Governor to grant pardon and to suspend,
remit or commute sentences in certain cases.
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J&K Netizens Targeted By
Cyber Thugs, Cyber Police
Issues Advisory

o

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Cyber criminals in
Jammu and Kashmir are em-
ploying new tactics to dupe un-
suspecting citizens by sending
out fake coupons in the name of
popular shopping app Meesho.

Police have issued an urgent
advisory, warning the public to
remain vigilant against these
fraudulent schemes. The scam-
mers are luring victims with
promises of luxurious gifts such
as cars and expensive items,
only to hack their phones once
the given QR code is scanned.

Cyber criminals target indi-
viduals by sending fake cou-
pons to their phones, disguised
as offers from Meesho. These
coupons claim to reward re-
cipients with expensive items
like cars. Victims are asked to
"scratch" the virtual coupon,
which reveals a supposed prize.
To claim it, they are instructed
to scan a QR code.

However, once the QR code is
scanned, the scammers gain ac-
cess to personal information and
documents stored on the device.
In addition to these fake coupon

scams, the fraudsters are also
targeting individuals by offering
fake online investments, further
exploiting their stolen data.

In response to the rising
cases of cyber fraud, the Police
Cyber Cell has issued a detailed
advisory. The advisory stresses
upon the need to avoid scan-
ning unknown QR codes, warns
against engaging with suspi-
cious offers, and urges people
to protect their personal infor-
mation such as passwords and
PIN codes. It also reminds resi-
dents that if they encounter or
fall victim to such scams, they
should immediately report
the incident to the Cyber Po-
lice Station or call the helpline
number 1930.

Police have made it clear that
by rejecting unsolicited cou-
pons, avoiding suspicious QR
codes, and not sharing sensitive
information, people can protect
themselves from becoming vic-
tims of these evolving cyber-
crime tactics. The police urge
everyone to remain alert and
report any fraudulent activities
as soon as possible to prevent
further incidents—(KNO)

Progress On PM Surya Ghar

Muft Bijli Yojana Reviewed

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, Friday reviewed the
progress on PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana and solariza-
tion of government buildings
with senior officers of Science
and Technology Department at
Civil Secretariat, Jammu.

Present in the meeting were
Principal Secretary, PDD, Prin-
cipal Secretary, Finance, Com-
missioner Secretary, Science &
Technology, MD JPDCL/KPDCL,
Executive Director, JKSPDCL,
CPM REC, Chief Engineers and
other concerned officers in per-
son and through virtual mode.

The Commissioner Secretary
S&T, briefed about the present
status and steps being taken to
complete targets of PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.

MDs of DISCOMS also briefed
the chair about the physical and
financial progress achieved, so far,
in implementation of this scheme.

The issues which came up for
discussion included present sta-
tus of applications, implementa-
tion plan, progress on RTS instal-
lations, district wise status of
applications received by JPDCL/
KPDCL, financial facilitation for
PMSG-MBY (subsidized loan fa-
cility for consumers), milestones
achieved in RTS process, chal-
lenges faced by the consumers,
vendors and DISCOMS as well.

The Chief Secretary asked the
senior officers of concerned
departments to expedite the
process on already received ap-
plications and sort out issues
for its smooth implementation.

On the occasion, other physi-
cal and financial issues were
also discussed including im-
plementation strategy CAPEX/
RESCO model of implementa-
tion, capacity of all government
buildings identified across the
UT and their distribution as per
the implementation plan de-
vised by the Department.

CS Reviews Status Of High
Speed Internet Connectivity
In Far-Flung Areas

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, Friday chaired a meet-
ing of the State Broadband
Committee of Jammu Kashmir
at Civil Secretariat Jammu.

Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS) IT, Dheeraj Gupta, Prin-
cipal Secretary, PDD, H. Rajesh
Prasad, Commissioner Secre-
tary, HQUDD, Mandeep Kaur;
Secretary, PWD, Bhupinder Ku-
mar, CGM BSNL, Saurabh Tyagi
and other concerned officers of
allied departments attended
the meeting.

The ACS and other senior
officers briefed the meeting
about the working of SBC and
action taken to properly imple-
ment the project in letter and
spirit.

The meeting discussed vari-
ous issues including State RoW
portal issues, RoW clearance,
4G saturation project being ex-
ecuted by BSNL, 5G saturation
plan, Call Before U Dig (CBUD),
Composite billing scheme and
other matters.

While taking a comprehen-
sive review of the ongoing
brandboard mission, the Chief

Secretary detailed about the
objectives of the project.

The Chief Secretary asked
the concerning officers and
agency to expedite the process
to clear all requisite formali-
ties to complete the broad-
band mission timely in every
designated area of the UT. He
assured the telecom company
of full cooperation and all pos-
sible assistance on part of the
UT government for execution
of its programmes.

He asked for carrying out a
joint survey by the RDD and
BSNL to assess the readiness of
all the Panchayats for installa-
tion of OFC and functionality
for VSATs provided earlier.

In a presentation, the BSNL
gave an overview of detailed
performances made by the
company regarding the works
undertaken under the broad-
band mission.

It was also apprised that
the objective of the mission is
to bridge the digital divide for
empowerment, inclusion of all
besides providing affordable
and universal access to broad-
band to the shadow areas of
the UT.

All Set For PM Modi's
Rally In Jammu At
Maulana Azad Stadium

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is set to arrive in
Jammu to lead a highly antici-
pated Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) rally at the iconic Mau-
lana Azad Stadium. This event
is expected to be a pivotal mo-
ment in the party's campaign
as the region approaches the
final phase of elections.

Security has been signifi-
cantly heightened in Jammu
ahead of the Prime Minister's
visit. The stadium has been
sealed off, with security forces
conducting multiple rounds of
checks to ensure the safety of
all attendees during the VVIP
event. Additional barricades
and checkpoints have been set
up in and around the venue.

"We are leaving no stone un-
turned when it comes to security.
Every measure is being taken to
ensure the event runs smoothly,"
said a senior police official in-
volved in the preparations.

The BJP is banking on this
rally to mobilize voters, espe-

cially in the Jammu district,
which is seen as a key battle-
ground in the final phase of
polling scheduled for Octo-
ber 1. Constituencies such as
Jammu East, Nagrota, Bishnah,
and R.S. Pura, traditionally BJP
strongholds, are critical for the
party's ambitions of securing a
decisive win.

BJP leaders have expressed
confidence that Prime Min-
ister Modi's presence will
energize their voter base
and give the party the final
boost it needs to succeed in
the upcoming polls. "There’s
immense excitement on the

ground. People are eager to
hear the Prime Minister, and
we believe this rally will be a
show of strength for us in Jam-
mu," said a local BJP leader.

The rally is expected to draw
large crowds, with party orga-
nizers anticipating a turnout
in the thousands. "The energy
from the first two phases of
polling has been incredible.
We are confident that PM
Modi's address will inspire
even more voters to come out
and support us in this crucial
phase," added another senior
BJP official.

Jammu district, with its over
12 lakh eligible voters, is seen
as a crucial region for the BJP’s
electoral strategy. The party
hopes to consolidate its posi-
tion in the area, with a strong
push in the final leg of the
election.

With heightened security
and the importance of this
event in the BJP's election strat-
egy, all eyes will be on Maulana
Azad Stadium as Prime Minis-
ter Modi takes the stage.

In Kashmir’s Newest Assembly Segment,
Traditional Arch-Rivals To Lock Horns

Agencies

KUPWARA: The newly carved
out seat of Trehgam in district
Kupwara is set to witness a direct
fight between Peoples Confer-
ence and National Conference.

Spread over parts of Kralpo-
ra, Trehgam, Keran and Kup-
wara tehsils, this seat was the
lone new seat carved out in
Kashmir region during the re-
organization of J&K’s electoral
map by a three-member de-
limitation commission head-
ed by Justice (retired) Ranjana
Desai.

With a voter population of
more than 78000, this seat is set
to witness a direct fight between
PC and National Conference.

While PC has fielded former

MLA Bashir Ahmad Dar as its
candidate, NC has chosen for-
mer minister Mir Saifullah as
its nominee.

According to political ob-
servers, there would be a direct
contest between PC and NC,
even as candidates from other
parties are also in the fray.

“Both these parties have a
traditional support base in the
segment,” they said.

Citing previous elections,
they said, PC has an edge over
National Conference in Kral-
pora tehsil which is native
place of late Abdul Gani Lone.

According to them, PDP
candidate Muhammad Afzal
(a contractor by profession)
and Apni Party candidate Dr.
Nooruddin Shah could also

get sizeable chunk of votes in
Trehgam tehsil of the segment.

Er. Rashid’s Awami Ittehad
Party (AIP) has fielded Nazir
Ahmad Mir, a former bureau-
crat, as its candidate. His fa-
ther late Ghulam Qadir Mir
was a junior minister in Na-
tional Conference government
in 1977.

According to observers, it
would be interesting to watch
whether he would dent the
prospects of the National Con-
ference in the segment.

“He comes from a family of
traditional NC supporters and
political rivals of late Abdul
Gani Lone. It would be keenly
observed whether his candidate
would have any impact on NC
vote bank,” they said—(KNO)

NC Responsible For Kashmir’s Turmoil,

Agencies

Bloodshed: Mehbooba Mufti

SRINAGAR: People's Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) President Meh-
booba Mufti on Friday accused
the National Conference (NC)
of being responsible for Kash-
mir’s political instability and
the bloodshed that followed
the 1987 elections.

Addressing a gathering in
Palhallan, Mufti, claimed that
NC'’s actions, driven by “greed
for power”, led to election rig-
ging that imprisoned leaders
like Yasin Malik and Syed Sala-
huddin and ultimately push-
ing many towards militancy.

“Their lust for the chair in
1987 has left our mothers and
sisters mourning at grave-
yards,” she said.

Mufti also accused the NC
of attempting to exploit the
narrative that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) had frac-
tured the PDP to secure seats
for themselves. “Since 1947,
they have pursued power
without regard for the dignity
or respect of the people,” she
remarked.

The PDP chief held NC re-
sponsible for the split of the

People’s Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD), which
aimed to present a united polit-
ical front in Kashmir following
the abrogation of Article 370.

Highlighting her party's
achievements during its ten-
ure with NC, Mehbooba men-
tioned “milestones” such as
reopening the Srinagar-Mu-
zaffarabad road, dismantling
“oppressive” forces like the
task force and POTA, and fa-
cilitating dialogue between
Hurriyat, the Government of
India and Pakistan.

In a direct challenge to NC vice
president Omar Abdullah, Mufti
said, “Let Omar present the re-
cord of their five years with the
BJP, and [ will present mine from
just two years.”—(KNO)

Omar Abdullah Addresses Series Of

Election Rallies In Jammu

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference Vice President
Omar Abdullah on Friday sought a
decisive mandate for the alliance

candidates in Jammu.

He made these comments while
addressing a series of public rallies
in Jammu North, Udhampur East,
Vijaypur Assembly constituencies.
The events were organised by the
party's contesting candidates Ajay
Kumar Sadhotra, Sunil Verma and
Rajesh Pargotra. He was accompa-
nied by party Treasurer Shammi
Oberoi, PP Rattan Lal Gupta, Babu

Rampaul and others.

of BJP government, Omar said, "BJP
should first answer why militancy
is spreading to Jammu region post
2019, especially in the last three
years when its graph went up. There

Aru Wins Best Tourism
Villages Award 2024

TS D

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Union Ministry of
Tourism today announced Aru
village, part of Pahalgam in An-
antnag, as one of the winners
of prestigious ‘Best Tourism
Villages of India’ award.

The announcement was
made on the occasion of World
Tourism Day.

Introduced in 2023, the Best
Tourism Villages Competition
aims to identify and recognize
villages that preserve and pro-
mote their cultural and natural
heritage through community
based values and sustainable
practices.

In the second edition of the
competition, a total of 991 ap-

plications were received from
30 States and Union Territo-
ries. After a rigorous evalua-
tion process, 36 villages were
selected as winners across
eight categories.

Aru village was declared Best
Tourism Village in the "Adven-
ture Tourism Category”. Re-
cently, it has been noted for its
unique blend of natural beauty,
cultural heritage, and commu-
nity-based tourism initiatives.

The recognition of Aru village
as a ‘Best Tourism Village of In-
dia’ is a testament to its efforts
in preserving and promoting its
cultural and natural assets. It is
expected to further boost tour-
ism in the region and contrib-
ute to the local economy.

SVEEP: Mega Voter
Awareness Drive Held At
Wetland Reserve Hygam

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: In an effort to
boost public participation in
the Assembly elections in dis-
trict Baramulla, the District
Election Office Baramulla, on
Friday, organized a Mega Voter
Awareness programme under
the SVEEP (Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral Partici-
pation) at the Wetland Reserve
in Hygam Baramulla.

The event was presided over
by the District Election Officer
(DEO) Baramulla, Minga Sher-
pa, along with Superintendent
of Police Sopore, Divya Deyv,
and was attended by the Nodal
Officer SVEEP, Shabir Ahmad,
other officers, officials, a large
gathering of first time voters,
and local residents.

The program commenced
with the formation of the hu-
man chain, which witnessed
the enthusiastic participation
of hundreds of new voters
who came together and joined
hands, symbolizing unity and
commitment towards a vibrant
democratic process.

The DEO, accompanied by
the SP Sopore, led an enthu-
siastic voter rally, attended
by hundreds of first-time vot-

ers, students, and community
leaders, all of whom marched
through the streets of Hygam
with energy, showcasing their
commitment to exercising their
democratic rights and encour-
aging others to do the same.

A vibrant array of cultural
programs followed the rally at
the Wetland Reserve Hygam,
with students and new voters
enthusiastically  performing
on election-centric themes, all
aiming to promote enhanced
electoral literacy.

During the event, the DEO
along with other participants
planted saplings at the wetland
to promote greener elections.
The participants also took a sol-
emn pledge to actively partici-
pate in the elections by casting
their votes on Election Day.

Speaking on the occasion,
Minga Sherpa stressed the im-
portance of such awareness
programs in ensuring that ev-
ery eligible voter understands
their responsibility and the
power of their vote.

Meanwhile, the DEO urged
all participants, particularly
the first-time voters, to come
out and vote on October 1st,
the day district Baramulla goes
to the polls.

JAMMU: Mega SVEEP
Campaign Mobilizes 800,000
Participants In Single Day

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The District Election Of-
fice Jammu organized a unique
and comprehensive voter aware-
ness campaign featuring over
8,000 events, and a participation
of over 800,000 individuals, all
within a single day.

Held under the Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) program
ahead of Phase 3 polling in Jam-
mu district, and spearheaded
by Sachin Kumar Vaishya, Dis-
trict Election Officer (DEO), the
initiative was one of the most
widespread electoral awareness
campaigns in the region.

The events, organised across
the district at all district offices,
sectoral offices, sub-offices, poll-
ing stations, and in all the edu-
cational institutions including
University of Jammu, Colleges,
and schools, were designed to
educate, encourage and em-
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The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Northern Railway, Firozpur for and on behalf of President of India invites E-Auction
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power the electorate, focusing
especially on new voters, ensur-
ing they understand the impor-
tance of their participation in
the democratic process.

One of the highlights of the
campaign was rallies taken
out by various colleges includ-
ing Women's College Parade,
SPRM College, Science College,
MAM College, Women's College
Gandhi Nagar, Polytechnic Col-
lege, GCOE, GDC Paloura, GDC
Kunjwani, which after passing
through different routes, culmi-
nated at Jammu University. Two
rallies, from MAM College and
SPRM College, we're flagged off
by DEO Jammu.

At General Zorawar Singh Au-
ditorium, a special event was
organized where DEO Jammu
interacted with the first-time
voters , urging them to not only
vote but also to ask their families
and peers to participate actively
in the festival of democracy.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
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In his address he said, "From
opening up Jammu to big retail
players thereby pushing small trad-
ers to the wall, to the mounting
daily issues of inflation, unemploy-
ment, toll plaza fees, power tariff
hikes, ration curtailment, and the
crumbling Dogra heritage sites, the
people of Jammu have witnessed
BJP years with their own eyes," add-
ing, "The reason for joining forces
with the Congress was to establish a
united front against the BJP and pre-
vent the splitting of votes. With the
grace of God, the alliance will form
the government after October 8th.”

Taking a dig at the normalcy claims

is not a single place in Jammu where
terror attacks have not taken place
— whether it is Chenab valley, Pir
Panjal region, Reasi, Kathua, Udham-
pur, Jammu and Samba...this reflects
their [BJP government's] failure and
the party should accept it and seek
forgiveness from the people.”

He further added, “The BJP does
not talk in one voice. If we are re-
sponsible, then why are they not
talking to Pakistan? You are blaming
us for the militancy thereby giving a
clean chit to Pakistan. They are mak-
ing contradictory statements and
talking in different tones to mislead
the public,” he said.

No. date/time Name of work

EAFZR- 11.10.24 at | Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel space in Train No./SLR compartment: 12550/F1,
SLR24-57 | 11:00 Hrs | 12904/F1, 14662/R1, 14662/F2, 14662/F1, 16788/F1 & 14610/F1.

EAFZR- 14.10.24 at | Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel space in Train No./SLR compartment: 12484/F1, 19108/F1,

SLR24-58 | 11:00 Hrs | 14606/F1, 22432/F1, 20986/F 1, 22402/F1, 11906/R1, 22942/F1, 19614/F1, 19226/F1, 11906/F1,
14616/F1 & 19226/R1.

EAFZR- 15.10.24 at | Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel space in Train No./SLR compartment: 12426/F1, 12422/F1,

SLR24-59 | 11:00 Hrs |12470/F1, 12752/F1, 11450/F1, 19612/F1, 12414/F1, 12588/F1, 12476/F1, 12478/F1, 14632/F1,
14632/R1, 19028/F1 & 14612/F1.

EAFZR- 08.10.24 at | 1) Allotment of contract for Commercial Advertisement rights on exterior of Overhead of Water Tanks

OH24-13 11:00 Hrs | at Sujanpur, Sahnewal, Bari Brahmana, Pathankot, Jalandhar City, Jammu Tawi, Anritsar,
Baramulla, Sopur, Budgam, Srinagar, Anantnag, Qazigund & Banihal, Railway Station.
2) Allotment of contract for Commercial publicity rights through static media at Level crossings
adjoining to Jaintipura, Chhina, Verka Patti, Batala, Bhagtawala, Nakodar, SAMBA & Makhu
Railway Station.

EAFZR- 10.10.2024 | Allotment of Parking lot (Mixed) on contract at Hiranagar Railway station.

PRKG24-6| 12:30 Hrs

For other details and registration, please visit Railway website www.ireps.gov.in
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

3004/24




SPORTS

KASHMIR OBSERVER

®
Srinagar | Saturday | 28-09-2024 08

Akash Deep, Ashwin Keep India Ahead
On Rain-HitDay1 Of Kanpur Test

Press Trust of India

KANPUR: Pacer Akash Deep
was impressive in a probing
opening spell while Ravichan-
dran Ashwin removed the
dangerous Bangladesh skipper
Najmul Hossain Shanto before
rain halted India's progress in
the second Test on the opening
day, here on Friday.

Given the forecast, it was
expected to be a weather-hit
contest from the beginning.
Only 35 overs could be bowled
after Rohit Sharma invited Ban-
gladesh to bat in overcast con-
ditions as visitors struggled to
107 for three after a brief resis-
tance through Shanto (31).

Mominul Haque (40 batting)
and veteran Mushfiqur Rahim
(6) were at the crease when
heavens opened up.

Overnight rain had delayed
the start of the match by an
hour. Heavy overcast condi-
tions influenced India's team
selection as the hosts kept all
three pacers from the Chennai

4 | /H—- L

boy Kuldeep Yadav missed out
on another Test match.

Akash (2/14 in 10 overs), who
bowled round the wicket to the
left-handers, consistently hit
the good length areas and got

come in with the angle.

Shanto (57 balls, 4x6),
though, batted with positive in-
tent, if not combative, to ensure
Bangladesh don't lose way from
the start.

bounce and seam movement
had openers Zakir Hasan and
Shadman Islam playing in cir-
cumspect manner. Islam (24)
worked the ball around but an
overcautious Hasan (0) simply

Jasprit Bumrah had the open-
ers squared up as the away- go-
ing deliveries kept landing in
Rishab Pant's gloves.

Mohammed Siraj induced
edges that flew to the slip cordon
but none carried to the fielders'.

Shadman hit a couple of
boundaries off Bumrah in a sin-
gle over, the first was a flick off
the pads, and the second was an
uppish drive.

On the other side, Hasan con-
sumed 23 dot balls and was yet
to open his account.

Akash, who came in as a sec-
ond-change, ended his misery
by inducing an edge that flew to
Yashasvi Jaiswal who went low
on his right to grab the chance.

Akash soon sent back Shad-
man on a ball that came in and
caught him in front of the wick-
et. The opener reviewed the de-
cision but to no avail.

Shanto, who has been in
good rhythm, began with two
shots to the fence in a sort of
statement that he won't get in-
timidated by the classy Indian

Short TAKES
v

Indian Right-Wing Groups Demand
Cancellation Of Kanpur Test

Activists from several right-wing groups held a
protest on Friday at the Sadhbhavna Chauraha,
about 1,500 metres from the Green Park stadium, the
venue of the 2nd Test between India and Bangladesh,
and demanded that the match, which began on Fri-
day, be cancelled, police said.

Upon receiving information about the protest led
by right-wing groups, including the Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and the Bajrang Dal, police officials
quickly mobilised.

A heavy police presence, led by Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South) Ankita Sharma, was
dispatched to the site to prevent the demonstrators
from advancing towards the stadium.

Senior officials also alerted the Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) to maintain close surveillance and be
prepared for any eventuality.

I All-Female Match Officials
Announced For Women's T20
World Cup

he ICC has announced a historic 13-member all-

female panel of match officials for the Women's
T20 World Cup, set to be held in the United Arab
Emirates from October 3 to October 20.

Indian officials GS Lakshmi and Vrinda Rathi are
part of this groundbreaking panel that includes three
match referees and 10 umpires. Australian officials
Eloise Sheridan and Lauren Agenbag of South Africa

Test, which meant that local the ball to either shape away or As

expected,

the initial couldn't get going. bowlers.

Kashmir’s Sajid Dar Proceeds To
AFC Pro D1ploma Fmal Module

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Kashmir Val-
ley’'s top football coach
Sajid Dar is in Saudi Arabia
for the final module of AFC
Pro Diploma Course. Sa-
jid, the former head coach
of Indian Senior National
Women’s Team, is among
14 coaches from India par-
ticipating in the seven-day
module, which began on
Friday in Riyadh and will
continue till October 3.

After 'Falling II' In Stands

Press Trust of India

KANPUR: A well-known Bangladeshi
cricket fan, who dresses as a tiger, had
to be hospitalised after "falling ill" while
watching the second Test against India
at the Green Park Stadium here, an inci-
dent that he first indicated to be a case
of physical assault.

Self-proclaimed super fan Robi, who
is a regular in his team's games and is
often seen on camera waving the Ban-
gladeshi flag, was in stand C and had to
be carried out of the stadium in a state
of distress.

"He was gasping for breath when he

tercation.

Kanpur: Bangladesh Fan Hospitalised

dia, Robi indicated that he had been
punched in his abdomen during an al-

However, in a statement issued from
his hospital bed later, he said he merely
felt unwell and was given the requisite

The All India Football
Federation has named
Vaithilingam Subramani-
am as the lead coach edu-
cator, while Vivek Nagul is
the assistant coach educa-
tor. The module includes
Saudi Pro League match
observation and analysis,
professional club visits
and interaction with SAFF
officials, the AIFF said in a
statement.

“The course began in
August last year with Mod-
ule 1 in Chandigarh, Mod-
ule 2 in Kolkata, Module 3
in Chennai and Module 4
in Bengaluru,” it added.

Meanwhile, the J&K
Football Association hailed
Saij Dar, saying his “jour-
ney is a testament to his
tireless dedication, ex-
ceptional leadership, and
profound influence on the

football community both
in J&K and beyond.”

“His achievements not
only bring glory to our re-
gion but also serve as an
inspiration for aspiring
football professionals ev-
erywhere.”

An AIFF Coach and Edu-
cator, Sajid Dar currently
works as the head foot-
ball coach at University of
Kashmir.

met a constable. He became uncon-
scious before we could speak to him,
but now he is fine," Additional Commis-
sioner of Police (Law and Order) Harish
Chander told PTIL

During a brief interaction with me-

assistance by the local police.

"I fell ill and the police brought me
to the hospital. Now I am feeling much
better. My name is Robi and I have come
from Bangladesh,” he stated in a short
video clip.

Kamindu Mendis Equals Bradman,
Fastest To 1000 Runs In 75 Years

Downtown Heroes Play Keinou
In I-League 3 Playoffs Today

kick off at 9:00 AM. The game can be
watched live on the Indian Football
YouTube channel.
It’s a must-win game for
Ajaz Ahmed Bhat-coached
Downtown Heroes. Only
the top two Group A
teams will be promoted to
I-League 2, and having lost
the opener, the Heroes will
need to win all their remain-
ing three matchups to stay in
contention.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Downtown Heroes
FC will take on Keinou Library
& Sports Association on Sat-
urday in Game 2 of their
2024-25 I-League 3 Playoffs DOWNTOWN
at Naihati Stadium in Kolk-
ata, West Bengal. The Heroes
lost 3-1 to SESA Football Acad-
emy in their opening match on
Thursday.

Downtown vs. Keinou is set to

Agencies

GALLE: Sri Lankan all-rounder Kamindu
Mendis has etched his name alongside
the legendary Don Bradman, becoming
the joint third-fastest player to reach
1000 Test runs.

Kamindu achieved the feat during the
second Test match against New Zealand
in Galle on Friday, completing 1000 runs
in just 13 innings. This milestone makes
him the fastest to reach it since 1949,
tying with Bradman, who achieved the
feat in 1930 against England.

Only two other players, England's
Herbert Sutcliffe and West Indies' Ever-
ton Weekes, have reached the 1000-run
milestone in fewer innings, both achiev-
ing it in just 12.

On reaching fifty, Kamindu also be-
came the first player in history to score

sive matches.

a half century or more in each of his first
eight Tests. He later brought up his fifth
Test century and his second in succes-

will officiate the high-profile India vs Pakistan match
on October 6 at the Dubai International Stadium.

Windies, CSK Legend Dwayne
Bravo 'Bids Farewell' To Cricket

orld Cup-winning West Indies all-rounder

Dwayne Bravo has announced his retirement
from all forms of cricket and will join IPL side Kolkata
Knight Riders as a mentor.

The 40-year-old thus replaces Gautam Gambhir,
who left the role to take over as India head coach
earlier this year.

Bravo's last season of Caribbean Premier League
was cut short due to an injury that he sustained
earlier this week.

Bravo had stepped away from international cricket
in 2021 while concluding his IPL career last year.

Goalie Alisson To Return
From Injury For Liverpool In
Premier League

-

lisson Becker is ready to return from injury for
Liverpool's trip to Premier League strugglers
Wolves, manager Arne Slot said on Friday.

The first-choice goalkeeper has missed the past
two games, with Caoimhin Kelleher deputising, but
Slot said the Brazilian was in line to play on Saturday.

Liverpool are second in the Premier League, just
one point behind champions Manchester City, with
four wins from their first five matches.

Madrid Likely To Replace Injured
Mbapp¢ For Derby At Atletico

Agencies

MADRID: Kylian Mbappé
is expected to miss his first
big domestic match since
joining Real Madrid when
the defending champion
plays at Atletico Madrid
without its injured striker
in La Liga on Sunday.

Mbappé will be side-
lined for an unspecified
period after he hurt a ham-
string, the club said this
week. His injury came af-
ter the France star scored
his seventh goal this sea-
son for Madrid in a win
over Alavés.

Manager Carlo Ancelotti
will have to make a choice
to fill the void left by the
club’s biggest blockbuster
signing since Cristiano
Ronaldo over a decade ago.
The Italian coach could
maintain his three-strong
attacking line if he opts to
give fellow newcomer En-
drick his first start.

The explosive 18-year-
old has already impressed
with two goals in a hand-
ful of appearances as a late

substitute that have totaled
only 47 minutes. Endrick
could line up alongside
fellow Brazilians Vinicius
Janior and Rodrygo.

The other option for An-
celotti would be to go back
to the 4-4-2 setup that won
the league and Champions
League last year, with the

<

exception of the now re-
tired Toni Kroos.

That would mean adding
another midfielder from
among Luka Modric, Edu-
ardo Camavinga, or Arda
Guler to play alongside
expected starters Jude Bell-
ingham, Federico Valverde
and Aurélien Tchouaméni.

“I don’t know if (Mbap-
pé) is going to play or not,
but they have several good
players to turn to,” Atletico
goalkeeper Jan Oblak said.
“Whoever plays will play
well and want to win as
much as we do.”

Atletico was the only
team to beat Madrid last
season in its domestic title
march. Diego Simeone’s
side won its home derby
3-1 and earned a 1-1 draw
at the Santiago Bernabeu.

Madrid is in second
place in the league stand-
ings at four points behind
Barcelona, which has a
perfect 21 points after
winning all seven games
since Hansi Flick took over
as coach.

Atletico is third, two

points behind Madrid after
new arrival Julidn Alvarez
scored a 90th-minute goal
to eke out a 1-0 victory at
Celta Vigo on Wednesday.

That goal could help Al-
varez make the starting 11
alongside the untouchable
Antoine Griezmann for the
derby.

Spurs To Take Late Call On Son For
Manchester United Clash

Agencies
LONDON: Tottenham
Hotspur  captain  Son

Heung-min is a doubt for
their trip to Manchester
United after he came off
early in their midweek
Europa League clash, man-
ager Ange Postecoglou said
on Friday.

Son looked in discomfort
in the second half of their
3-0 home win over Qara-
bag on Thursday and was
taken off after receiving
treatment, with Posteco-
glou saying after the game
that the 32-year-old for-
ward was fatigued.

He has been a key player
for Spurs early in the sea-
son with two goals and two
assists, and Postecoglou
said they will assess him
ahead of Sunday's trip to
0ld Trafford.

"It's still early days from
last night. Fair to say the boys
that put in a shift are fairly
tired," Postecoglou said.

"Apart from Sonny, ev-
eryone's ok, but I don't
think it's too bad (with

Son). He wants to train
tomorrow so we'll see
how he goes at training
and make a decision from
there. We have another day
up our sleeve to give him
every chance.”

Son is in the final year of
his contract and Postecoglou
said he wants the South Ko-
rean forward, who joined
the club in 2015, to extend
his stay with the north Lon-
don side with whom he has
scored 164 goals.

"I don't have the final say

but my input is significant.
The way he's performing
and leading the club I want
him to stick around for a
while,"” the manager said.

Spurs held United to
a draw at Old Trafford
last season and Posteco-
glou said he was looking
forward to playing there
again, adding there was no
fear factor of playing at the
iconic stadium.

"I've never been scared
of a venue... What makes
venues unique is the at-

mosphere and when we
played there last year it
was brilliant,” he said.

"The supporters got be-
hind their club - I'm not sure
if that's changed. It's a great
stadium with the history
and tradition behind it. It's a
game players and managers
get excited about.”

His United counterpart
Erik ten Hag has been under
pressure to deliver results
but Postecoglou said the
Dutchman had done a "great
job" despite the criticism.




