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2 Terrorists
Killed In Rajouri

Encounter
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Days ahead of the first
phase of assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir, two heav-
ily armed terrorists were killed
in a gunfight with the security
forces along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Rajouri district, offi-
cials on Monday.

The gunfight broke out in the
Laam area of the Nowshera sec-
tor late on Sunday night after
alert Army troops noticed ter-
rorists trying to sneak into this
side from across the border,
they said.

Assembly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir are scheduled to
take place in three phases --
September 18, September 25
and October 1.

"In a joint operation with
Jammu and Kashmir Police, the
Army successfully foiled an in-
filtration bid by terrorists in the
Nowshera sector. Intelligence
inputs received since August 30
indicated the presence of ter-
rorists opposite the Nowshera
Sector. All likely infiltration
routes were kept under sur-
veillance," Jammu-based Army
PRO Lt Col Suneel Bartwal said.

He said | More on P6

BJP State VP Issues Ultimatum
Over Ticket Distribution

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: BJP's Jammu and
Kashmir State vice president
Pawan Khajuria gave an ultima-
tum to his party to change the
candidate from Udhampur east
constituency within two days.

He held a meeting with
hundreds of his supporters in
Udhampur and said the can-
didature of former MLA R S
Pathania announced by the
party is not acceptable to the
workers.

The BJP released its sixth
list of 10 candidates includ-
ing Pathania for the assembly
polls on Sunday, taking the total
number of candidates named by

Observer News Service

Jammu: On the last day of the
withdrawal of nomination
papers for the second phase
of the forthcoming Jammu
and Kashmir  Assembly
Elections 2024 in the 26
Assembly Constituencies, 27
candidates withdrew their
Candidature in the Office
of respective Returning
Officers across six districts
on Monday, leaving 239 can-
didates in the final poll fray.

The Office of the Chief
Electoral Officer, J&K UT in-
formed that out of the total
266 valid nominations, 27
candidates withdrew their
Nominations by the last date
of withdrawal i.e. Monday, 09
September, 2024.

With this, only 239 val-
idly Nominated Candidates

the party to 62.

Khujaria, who was hopeful of
getting the ticket from the seat,
told PTI, "Pathania’s candidature
is not acceptable to the ground-
level workers. He had indulged
in anti-party activity during Lok
Sabha elections and the workers
have already submitted proof in
the form of videos and photo-
graphs to the party leadership.”

The trouble for BJP over
ticket distribution for assem-
bly elections is far from over as
there was also a protest by BJP
workers in the Marh assem-
bly segment over the naming
of Surinder Bhagat instead of
Balbir Lal who was supported
by former | More on P6

J&K Assembly Polls Phase li

now remain in fray for the
26 Assembly Constituencies
where polling will be held in
the second phase of the J&K
Assembly Elections on 25

September, 2024.

Highest 9 candidates with-
drew their nomination in
Budgam district, followed by
6 in Srinagar district, 5 each

Where Is The Alliance?

NC Flag Stained With Blood Of
Kashmiris: Ex PCC Chef

Srinagar: In a fiery election
rally ahead of the upcoming
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
elections, Vikar Rasool Wani,
senior Congress leader and for-
mer Chief of the J&K Pradesh
Congress Committee, launched
a scathing attack on the par-
ty alliance partner National
Conference (NC) on Monday.
“NC flag is red because it
is stained by the blood of

p—

Kashmiris, especially the peo-
ple of Banihal,” Wani said while

i

239 In Final Fray After
27 Withdraw Nominations

in Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts, 2 in Reasi district, while 4
no candidate withdrew their
nomination in Ganderbal dis-
trict. | More on P6

addressing a gathering of sup-
porters in Banihal.

Wani also accused the NC
of attempting to buy Congress
workers in an effort to weaken
his party.

“National Conference is try-
ing their best to purchase our
workers, but our people are
steadfast in their mission to
support Congress,” Wani said
during the rally. | More on P6

Karra
Condemns
Remarks

associated itself from the “derogatory remarks” made by senior party leader
Vikar Rasool Wani against its alliance partner National Conference (NC).
JKPCC president Tariqg Hameed Karra strongly condemns the | More on P6

The Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh Congress Committee (JKPCC) Monday dis-

| :

Total

Candidates 309

Initially

Valid

Nominations: 266

Candidates

Remaining: 239

DISTRICT

BREAKDOWN
Srinagar: 93 candidates
Budgam: 46 candidates
Rajouri: 34 candidates
Poonch: 25 candidates
Ganderbal: 21 candidates
Reasi: 20 candidates
Highest Withdrawals:

e Budgam: 9 candidates

e Srinagar: 6 candidates

Rajouri & Poonch:

5 candidates each

Press Trust Of India

Anantnag: PDP  president
Mehbooba Mufti on Monday
accused jailed MP Sheikh
Abdul Rashid's Awami Ittehad
Party of being a proxy of the
BJP, and warned the people
of Jammu and Kashmir not to
come under the influence of
such parties.

Her remarks came a day
after PDP candidate from
south Kashmir's Shopian as-
sembly segment Yawar Shafi
Banday was injured in an al-
leged attack by the workers
of the Awami Ittehad Party
(AIP), which is led by Rashid,
popularly known as Engineer
Rashid, in Balpora area of
Shopian.

Govt Appoints
10 Spl Anti-

Corruption Judges
M Ahmad

Srinagar: The Government on
Monday appointed ten Judicial
Officers as Special Judges,
Anti-Corruption, for trial of of-
fences specified in section 4 of
the Act within their respective
territorial jurisdiction.

According an order issued by
government here, Haq Nawaz
Zargar has been posted as
Special Judge, Anti-Corruption
Jammu; Masarat Roohi,
Additional District and Sessions
Anantnag (designated Special
Court under the Prevention
of Corruption Act); Amarjit
Singh Langeh, 1st Additional
District & Sessions Judge,
Baramulla (designated Special
Court under the Prevention of
Corruption Act); Adnan Sayeed,
Special Judge, Anti- Corruption
(CBI Cases) Court; Archana
Charak, Additional District &
Sessions Judge, Doda (desig-
nated Special

Court under the Prevention
of Corruption Act); Bashir
Ahmad Munshi, Additional
District & Sessions Judge,
Rajouri (designated Special
Court under the Prevention of
Corruption | More on P6

. . i
"Our candidate was going to
his constituency, some work-
ers associated with AIP as-
saulted them, even our candi-
date Yawar Banday was beaten
and he is fighting for his life,
his ribs broken, his condition
is serious,"” Mehbooba claimed
while addressing | More on P6

Apni Party Backs
Taj Mohi-ud-Din
PDP Withdraws Support

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Apni Party on
Monday announced support
to former Jammu and Kashmir
minister Taj Mohiuddin, who is
contesting as an independent
candidate from Uri assembly
segment in Baramulla district.

The support was announced by
Apni Party president Altaf Bukhari
at a press conference here.

"The Apni Party has decided
to back Mohiuddin. We will
lend our full | More onP6

Omar Abdullah Vs. Aga Muntazir

Stage Set For A Strong Two-Tier
Battle In Budgam

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: Ahead of the upcom-
ing assembly elections in J&K,
central Kashmir's Budgam is
set for a high-voltage political
contest between arch rivals NC
and the PDP.

With eight candidates in fray
for the Budgam seat, observers
maintain that the main con-
test is going to be between the
National Conference (NC) Vice
President Omar Abdullah and

Aga Syed Muntazir the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) candi-
date and son of Hurriyat leader
Aga Syed Hassan. Both Omar

and Muntazir are locked in a
fierce battle for dominance
in this politically crucial con-
stituency. Interestingly Omar
enjoys support of Muntazir's
cousin Aga Ruhullah who is
sitting NC MP.

Pertinently, the National
Conference has represented
the Budgam Assembly seg-
ment since 1977 and has never
witnessed any NC candidate’s
defeat so far. However, this
time the | More on P6

Agencies

TRAL ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
NC-Congress Split May
Give Edge To PDP

Srinagar: As the first phase
of the Jammu & Kashmir as-
sembly elections approach-
es, the Tral constituency in
south Kashmir's Pulwama
district is set for a three-way
contest between candidates
from the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP), the National
Conference-Congress al-
liance, and an NC-backed
independent.

According to details, the
contest will see PDP's Rafiq
Ahmad Naik, NC-Congress alli-
ance candidate Surinder Singh
Channi, and independent can-
didate Dr Gh Nabi Bhat, sup-
ported by National Conference,
as the main competitors.

Rafiq Ahmad Naik
The son of former MP

and Revenue Minister Ali
Mohammad Naik, | More onP6

16 Candidates In
Fray For NC Bastion
Habba Kadal

Observer News Service

Srinagar: One of the eight as-
sembly segments of Srinagar
district—Habba Kadal, is head-
ing towards a thrilling con-
test with the highest number
of 16 candidates vying for the
seat, slated to go to polls in the
second phase of elections on
September 25.

According to details, a total
95546 electorate are set to de-
cide the fate of 16 candidates,
which include 47404 male and
48133 females. | More on P6
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'Healthcare Workers At Higher Risk Of
Tuberculosis Than General Population’

Press Trust Of India

nderlining critical occupa-
tion risks in the health sec-
tor, a new study has found
that in India, cases of tuber-
culosis (TB) are a lot more prevalent
among healthcare workers in com-
parison to the general population.
The analysis of 10 separate studies
conducted in the last two decades —
between 2004 and 2023 — found an
average prevalence of 2,391.6 cases
per 1,00,000 healthcare workers in
India, far higher than the rate of 300
cases per 1 lakh population.
The study, titled 'Prevalence of Tu-
berculosis Among Healthcare Work-
ers in India: A Systematic Review
and Meta-Analysis," is a collaborative
effort by Ravindra Nath from Teer-
thanker Mahaveer University, Mo-
radabad, along with Jugal Kishore,
Pranav Ish, Aninda Debnath and Ni-
tin Panwar, from VMMC and Safdar-
jung Hospital and Anirban Bhaumik
from Baba Saheb Ambedkar Medical
College and Hospital, Delhi.
TB remains one of the most critical
public health challenges globally,
particularly in countries with high
endemic rates such as India, which
alone accounts for approximately
one-fourth of the global TB burden,
the study said.
This infectious disease, caused by
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, is pre-
dominantly spread through airborne
particles, making it a significant
occupational hazard, especially in
healthcare settings.
The incidence of TB among health-
care workers is alarmingly high,
reflecting broader systemic vulner-
abilities within healthcare infra-
structures.
The frequency of exposure to the
pathogen is often compounded by
the presence of multidrug-resistant
(MDR) and extensively drug-resis-
tant (XDR) TB strains. These strains
not only complicate treatment, but
also highlight the critical need for
stringent infection control measures
in healthcare facilities.
Studies have indicated that TB inci-
dence rates in healthcare workers
are three times higher than those ob-
served in the general population.
Despite the acknowledged risks,
comprehensive epidemiological data
on TB among healthcare workers in
India is sparse and often inconsis-
tent, Jugal Kishore, Director and Pro-
fessor in the Department of Commu-
nity Medicine at Safdarjung Hospital
highlighted.
The analysis, which reviewed 10
studies conducted between 2004
and 2023, identified particularly
high TB prevalence rates among lab-
oratory technicians (6,468.31 cases

TB remains one of the most critical

public health challenges globally, particularly in
countries with high endemic rates such as India, which
alone accounts for approximately one-fourth of the
global TB burden, the study said.

per 100,000), doctors (2,006.18 per
100,000) and nurses (2,726.83 per
100,000).

This data points to significant oc-
cupational hazards that are often
overlooked in the healthcare sector,
Kishore said.

The study’s findings highlighted
several factors contributing to the
high TB rates among the healthcare
workers. These include inadequate
ventilation and underlying poor air
circulation in healthcare facilities
significantly increasing the risk of
airborne transmission of TB.

Also, despite the high risks, many the
healthcare workers do not consis-
tently use PPE, such as N95 masks,
particularly in high-exposure areas,
the study pointed out.

The healthcare workers frequently
encounter patients with multi-
drug-resistant MDR and XDR TB,
further complicating their occupa-
tional risks.

Given these findings, the authors
strongly recommend immediate
action to protect the healthcare
workers which includes ensuring
consistent use of PPE and other
infection control measures in all
healthcare settings.

They also stressed routine TB
screening for all healthcare work-
ers, especially those in high-risk
roles, to facilitate early interven-
tion and reduce transmission be-

sides, holding ongoing training
programmes to raise awareness
about TB risks and the importance
of preventive practices.

They also called for investing in bet-
ter ventilation systems and dedicated
isolation rooms to reduce the spread
of TB in healthcare environments
and providing access to adequate
nutrition, mental health services and
support for managing work-related
stress, which is crucial for reducing
vulnerability to TB.

The authors have advocated for the
development and implementation
of national guidelines for routine TB
screening and surveillance among
the healthcare workers.

The guidelines should focus on high-
risk groups such as medical trainees
and those working in high-exposure
departments. Moreover, there is an
urgent need for mandatory infection
control training programmes and
investment in healthcare infrastruc-
ture to create safer work environ-
ments.

“As India strives to eliminate TB by
2025, this study serves as a stark re-
minder that protecting our health-
care workers is essential to achieving
this goal. The findings not only high-
light the occupational risks faced by
the healthcare workers, but also call
for a collective effort to ‘Save the Sav-
iours’ who dedicate their lives to car-
ing for others,” Kishore said.

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR STATE BOARD
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NEWS CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGER

The candidate whose photograph is published in this notice is
claiming to have lost his Mark's certificate of secondary school
examination class 12th issued by the Board of School Educa-
tion with following particulars :

Name: Rakesh Bhan S/0: Jagan Nath Bhan

Class 12th .Roll No:2167

Session : Nov 1987,

R/0 Sirnoo Pulwama

Now the candidate has applied for the duplicate certificate
of the same.Anybody having any objection in this regard may
file the same before undersigned within seven days of period
from the date of publication of this notice .After due date no
objection will or shall be accepted.

Sd/

mpl Assistant Secretary certificates KD

Office Of The District Election Officer
(Deputy Commissioner) Baramulla

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR STATE BOARD
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NEWS CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGER

The candidate whose photograph is published in this notice is
claiming to have lost his Mark's certificate of secondary school
examination class 10th issued by the Board of School Educa-
tion with following particulars :

Name: Rakesh Bhan S/0: Jagan Nath Bhan

Class 10th .Roll No:15745

Session : Nov 1981,

R/0 Sirnoo Pulwama

Now the candidate has applied for the duplicate certificate
of the same.Anybody having any objection in this regard may
file the same before undersigned within seven days of period
from the date of publication of this notice .After due date no
objection will or shall be accepted.

Sd/

mpl Assistant Secretary certificates KD

(Election Urgent)
Phone:01952-234210

entbaramula@gmail.com. entbaramulla@nic.ln

"Greater Participation For A Stronger Democracy"

PUBLIC NOTICE

For smooth Conduct of General Election to Legislative Election 2024, the Election Commission of India has appointed following
Officers as Election Expenditure Observers for District Baramulla. All General Public and other stakeholders are hereby informed to ap-
proach the Election Observers through their contact numbers shown against each, in case of any information, or grievance;

S.No. Name of Observer \AC Allotted Location Contact Details
01 Shri,Sidlingappa Teli, IRS |7-Sopore NHPC Guest House, 9797796260/
(C&CE 2006) 8-Rafiabad Salamabad Uri 7006162881
9-Uri
02 Shri. Prakash Borgohain [10-Baramulla Dak Banglow Baramulla 9797242068/
IRS (C&CE 2009) 11-Gulmarg 9469237501
12-Wagoora Kreeri
13-Pattan
No.:DEOB/2024/30876-90
DIPK-5397/24
Dated:09/09/2024
Deputy Commissioner
District Election Officer

Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Sajad Hussain Ganie S/o Mohammad Akbar Ganie R/o Tile
Shayari, Alamgir Bazaar Zadibal, Srinagar have applied for the
transfer of electric connection on my name bearing Installation
No. 95687 & Consumer ID 0204040007625 from Mohammad
Yousuf Ganie (Brother). Objections, if any, may be conveyed to
Electrical Division-1V Hawal, Srinagar within one week, after

that no objection can be entertained. inf
n

Office of the Naib Tehsildar
Palhallan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class
Application Of Shabeena Bashir , Adil Bashir Wards of
Bashir Ahmad Ahanger R/o Chanderhama for obtaining OBC
Certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed through this notice that
the applicant file is currently under process in the office of
undersigned regarding obtaining OBC certificate. According
to the field staffs report the applicants are permanent
resident of Chanderhama tehsil Pattan District Baramulla and
have been residing here from more than 15 years and has
not migrated from the said village the annual family
income of the applicant from all sources is Rs 200400
/-. Family details of the applicant are give below.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed travel unit
under the name & style "M/S TRAVELLERS INN" Sitvated
At- Mamal, Pahalgam

Whereas |, Yasmin Hussain D/0O Syed Shuja Hussain R/0 Mamal,
Pahalgam/ Raj Bagh, Srinagar Kashmir intend to apply in the
Department of Tourism for registration of my proposed travel unit
under the name & style of

“M/S TRAVELLERS INN" situated at Mamal, Pahalgam Kashmir under
Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12.

Whereas | will submit State Subject / Domicile certificate, qualification
certificate, Pan card \ experience certificate(Minimum 5years), Police
character certificate, bank statement (minimum balance 10,000),
site plan, affidavit, rent deed duly attested by Sub Registrar, printing
material (Letter head / visiting cards) photograph of the unit (indoor
and outdoor) and two passport size photographs to the Department of
Tourism as per prescribed checklist prior to registration of my unit asan
Excursion Agency/ Adventure Tour Operator.

Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12)
before my case is processed for the registration by the Competent
Authority, the matter is hereby notified for information of general
public/ Financial institutions/Bank/ Organisation, etc for objection,
if any and the same should reach to the Deputy Director Tourism
Registration(email id; ddtregl23@gmail.com) within a period of 7days
from the publication of this notice in a leading local newspaper of the
Valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained.

Yasmin Hussain
D/0: Syed Shuja Hussain
R/0 Mamal, Pahalgam/ Raj Bagh, Srinagar ss

S. |Name Parentage Age [Occupa-

No tion

1 |Bashir Ahmad Ahanger |S/o0 Wali Mohd 45 |Carpenter

2 |Rafiga Begum W/0 Bashir 44 H/W
Ahmad

3 |Shabeena Bashir D/o Bashir Ahmad 25 |Student

4 |Neelofer Bashir D/o-- 22 |-

05 |Aadil Bashir S/o-- 17 |-

06 |Arif Bashir S/oBashir Ahmad |17 |--

07 |Zoona Begum W/oWaliMohd |75 |Old
Ahanger

In this connection If any person(s) has any objection(s) he/
she can visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection will
be considered.

fko Naib Tehsildar

PUBLIC NOTICE.

My Name and DOB has been wrongly as Fayaz Ahmad Bhat S/o
Ramzan Bhat, DOB 10-11-1976 while my correct Name and DOB
is Fayaz Ahmad Bhat S/o Mohammad Ramzan Bhat DOB 26-
12-1977 which needs to be corrected. if anybody has any objec-
tionin this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office
of the ARTO Budgam within a period of seven days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall
be entertained.
Fayaz Ahmad Bhat S/o Ramzan Bhat
R/0 Makdam Mohalla Sozeth Beerwah Budgmam

bmg

Office of the Naib Tehsildar
Palhallan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class
Application Of Faroog Ahmad Tell & Masrat Manzoor
Wardsof Manzoor Ahmad Teli R/o Andrigam for obtaining OBC
Certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed through this notice that
the applicant file is currently under process in the office of
undersigned regarding obtaining OBC certificate. According
to the field staffs report the applicants are permanent resident
of Andergam Pallan tehsil Pattan District Baramulla and
have been residing here from more than 15 years and has
not migrated from the said village the annual family
income of the applicant from all sources is Rs 134, 400
/-. Family details of the applicant are give below.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have changed my name from old name Rashida to new name
Rashida Qurishi in future | will be known as new Name Rashida
Qurishi. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may
file his/her objection in the office of the Regional passport Of-
fice Srinagar within a period of seven days from the date of
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be en-
tertained.

Rashida Qurishi ABKO

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for the information of general public and concerned that
there has been no FIR lodged in the death case of Mr Ghulam

In this connection If any person(s) has any objection(s) he/
she can visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection will
be considered.

fko Naib Tehsildar

Office of the Naib Tehsildar
Palhallan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class
Application Of Arshad Ahmad Najar , Ajaz Ahmad Najar
Ss/o0 Gh Ahmad Najar R/o0 Goshbugh Pattan for obtaining OBC
Certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed through this notice that
the applicant file is currently under process in the office of
undersigned regarding obtaining OBC certificate. According
to the field staffs report the applicants are permanent resident
of village Goshbugh Pallan  tehsil Pattan District Baramulla and
have been residing here from more than 15 years and has
not migrated from the said village the annual family
income of the applicant from all sources is Rs 192,000
/-. Family details of the applicant are give below.

N Nabi Ganie S/o Abdul Aziz Ganie R/o Malamanchama Beerwah
z.o Name Parentage Age gg;upa Block SK Pora who expired on 27-06-2007. If anybody has any
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the
]2 f;ﬁ?&tﬁ?e ig Xlr?gg Il:g:: %) 9ld office of the SHO Police Stgtiop Beerwah within a period of
3 |Manzoor Ahmad Teli  IS-I-L of Ab Ahad 50 |Farmer seven days . After that no objection shall be entertained. b
Lone
4 |MeemaBegum W/0 Manzoor 48 |H/W
Ahmad Teli
gg :narooto Ahmti Teli 31/7 = 52 at/twent Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
I i Executive Magistrate Ist Class
07 |Masrat Manzoor %0 M3"Z°°f 23 |Student Subiject: Issuance of Registration orders in respect
ma ;
08 |Nighat Manzoor -- 20 |-- of delayed Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Singhpora) has submitted a case file
pertaining to Birth of Muntazir Asif Bhat S/0 Asif Ali Bhat R/0
Rakhe Daslipora Singpora Tehsil Singhpora District Baramulla
with vertified date of event (birth) as 23-06-2021 occurred at

SDH Pattan
In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the
issuance of said registration may contact this office within
Three (03) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.
Executive Magistrate Ist Class

fko_ Naib Tehsildar Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE
The DOB of my daughter in school records has been wrongly
written as 25-09-2013 while her correct DOB is 01-01-2012
which needs to be corrected. If anybody has any objection in
this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of
the KGBV S.K Pora Narbal Budgam within a perod of seven
days from the date of publication of this notice. After that no
objection shall be entertained.
Noor Mohammad Sofi F/o Ayat Noor

R/0 Kanihama Magam bmg

S. |Name Parentage Age [Occupa-

No tion

1 |Gh Ahmad Najar ABRahim Najar |58 |Carpenter

2 |Khatija Begum W/oGhAhamd |55 |H/W
Najar

3 |Arshad Ahmad Najar  |S/0-- 36 |Student

4 |Ajaz Ahmad Najar S/o-- 32 |Student

05 |Saima Ajaz W/o AjazAhmad |32 |H/W

06 |Falak Moomin D/o AjazAhmad |03 |Student
Najar

In this connection If any person(s) has any objection(s) he/
she can visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection will
be considered.

fko Naib Tehsildar

Government of Jammu &. Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer (R&B)
Division Awantipora

CORRIGENDUM

Due to technical error while opening the tender Vide this Office
NIT No:47/EEA/RNB/of 2024-25/4295-4305 Dated:31-08-2024
for the work “Development of Strong room at EDI Pampore with
allied works for the General Election to the Legislative assembly
of J&K For the Assembly constituency 32 - Pampore-2024. the
technical evaluation sheet/tender is hereby revoked and will be
opened fresh for technical evaluation.

No: T-1/EE A/4481
DIPK-5396/24

DT: 09-09-2024 Sd
Executive Engineer R&B

Division Awantipora
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CS Chairs SKIMS Standing
Committee Meeting

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, today chaired
the SKIMS Standing Com-
mittee Meeting constituted
to advise about the academ-
ic matters of the institute.

Besides Secretary
H&ME, the meeting was at-
tended by Director SKIMS;
Principal GMC Srinagar/
Jammu; Dean, Medical Fac-
ulty, SKIMS and other con-
cerned officers.

The Chief Secretary
took this occasion to im-
press upon the Institute
administration to bring
coherence in the courses

market once completed
by the admitted candi-
dates. He advised for mak-
ing such courses market
driven so that pass outs do
not face hiccups in finding
career options.

The Committee later re-
viewed many of the cours-
es, whose nomenclature re-
quires to be altered to bring
them at par with NMC
norms. This move was
termed to bring the degrees
offered in such courses in-
sync with nation-wide no-
menclature for the overall
benefit of these candidates.

The committee also de-
liberated over the B.Sc/M.

offered by them and those
recommended under Na-
tional Medical Commis-
sion (NMC).

He observed that this
measure would bring con-
formity of these degrees
with those offered all over
the country for the overall
benefit of the pass outs.

Dulloo also went
through the list of cours-
es offered by the Insti-
tute, their intake capaci-
ty and their uptake in the

Sc courses offered by the
institute and the need for
enhancing their intake ca-
pacity as per the upgraded

infrastructure. The need
for introduction of new
courses was also discussed
and it was given out that
the exercise should be done
to choose best of the medi-
cal courses which are in de-
mand throughout the coun-
try as per the advanced
standards and techniques
in vogue all over the world.

Training Program On
PFMS For All DDOs/POs Of
Home Department Begins

Observer News Service

Srinagar: On the direc-
tions of Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), Govern-
ment of India, a two-day
comprehensive training
program on Public Finan-
cial Management System
(PFMS) for all Drawing
and Disbursing Officers
(DDOs) and Pay Officers
(POs) of the Home Depart-
ment, Jammu and Kash-
mir, commenced today at
Kashmir University.

The inaugural session
was graced by the pres-
ence of ADGP (Headquar-
ters), PHQ, M.K. Sinha, as

the chief guest.
On the occasion,
ADGP (Headquarters)

PHQ, M.K. Sinha deliv-
ered a keynote address,
emphasizing the signifi-
cance of the Public Finan-
cial Management System
(PFMS) in enhancing
transparency, account-
ability, and efficiency in
public financial manage-
ment. He underscored
the crucial role of PFMS
in streamlining financial
transactions, reducing er-
rors, and promoting good
governance. He also high-
lighted the importance of
equipping officers with
the knowledge and skills
to effectively utilize PFMS
in their daily operations.
The Chief Controller of
Accounts, Ministry of Home
Affairs, New Delhi, Rema
Rokhum Lalremruata, also
addressed the officers on
the occasion, providing
valuable insights into the
functioning and benefits of
the Public Financial Man-
agement System (PFMS).
He shared his expertise
on the system's capabilities
and highlighted the im-
portance of accurate and
timely financial reporting.
He emphasized the need for
effective financial manage-

ment and the role of PFMS
in achieving this goal.

To facilitate the train-
ing program, a team from
office of the Principal
Chief Controller of Ac-
counts, Ministry of Home
Affairs, New Delhi, along
with a team of PFMS
experts, has arrived to
impart comprehensive
training to the DDOs
and POs of the Home
Department, equipping
them with the necessary
knowledge and skills to
effectively manage public
finances.

The expert team pro-
viding comprehensive
training and guidance on
the Public Financial Man-
agement System (PFMS)
includes Pankaj Koch-
har, Sr.AO, Jyoti Nagpal,
Sr.AO, Surekha Kumari,
AAOQ,Balram Jain, Consul-
tant, Amit Khedar, Sr. Ac-
countant, Shubham Saini,
Accountant, Abhinav
Yadav, Accountant, Pan-
kaj, Accountant, Naveen
Meena, Accountant, Pratik
Asthana, AAO.

The program was or-
ganized and supervised
by FA/CO PHQ Naila Za-
hoor and was coordinated
by Director IT University
of Kashmir, Dr. Maroof
Naieem Qadri.

PMFS is a web-based
application that provides
financial management ser-
vices for the Government
of India. PFMS was devel-
oped by the Controller Gen-
eral of Accounts (CGA) of
the Ministry of Finance.

PFMS's offers modules
for digital payments, re-
ceipt collection, account-
ing, reconciliation, and
financial reporting. It
provides an IT platform for
cash management through
"just in time" fund trans-
fers and tracking of funds
from release to credit into
beneficiary bank accounts.
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Fire Damages Three Residential
Houses In Srinagar

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: At least three residential
structures were gutted in a major
fire incident at Noorbagh area of
the city here this morning, causing
extensive damage to the property,
officials said.

Fire, according to officials,
originated from a residential house
in Gatta Colony, Noorbagh at about
7 am and quickly spread to two oth-
er nearby structures.

The first and second floors of
the house were completely dam-
aged while the attic portion of two
nearby houses suffered partial
damage in the incident.

Given the intensity of the fire,

the fire and emergency services
had to call in a number of fire ten-
ders from several city fire stations
to put out the flames.

The operation, officials
claimed, continued for nearly two
hours till the fire was brought un-
der control while no loss of life or
injury reported in the incident.

“A distress call was received
around 7:10 am, and several fire ten-
ders from different fire stations were
pressed into service to douse off the
raging flames. The first and second
floors of the main house where the
fire originated were completely de-
stroyed while the attic portion of two
other houses suffered partial dam-
age,” an F&ES official told Kashmir

Observer, adding, adding the cause
of the fire is being ascertained.

Nusrat Jan, one of the survi-
vors, described the harrowing ex-
perience: "We had just started our
day when the fire broke out. There
was no time to think. All I could do
was grab my children and run to
save our lives. We left with nothing
but the name of Allah on our lips.
Everything—our food, clothes, and
memories—are gone," she said,
tears streaming down her face.

Jalal Ud Din, another vic-
tim, recalled how the fire quickly
spread from a small room to the
entire house: "We were helpless,
watching everything reduce to ash-
es," he said,.

DEO Srinagar For Intensifying SVEEP Activities In All City Pockets

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In order to amplify
voter's awareness, the District
Election Officer Srinagar, Dr
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat Mon-
day chaired a meeting regard-
ing Systematic Voters Educa-
tion and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP), here today.

The meeting was attended by
District Nodal Officer SVEEP;
Nodal Officer MCMC; Nodal Of-
ficers SVEEP of all Eight Assem-
bly Constituencies; District Social
Welfare Officer; Chief Medical
Officer, Nodal Officers of SVEEP

NIT, University of Kashmir; Nod-
al Officer Colleges, Representa-
tives of Colleges, Institute of Mu-
sic & Fine Arts.

While addressing the meeting,
DEO elaborated the dynamic role
of Officers regarding SVEEP to
amplify the message of voter's par-
ticipation & awareness.

He underlined the need to craft
qualitative messages and pro-
grams to encompass a wide range
of electoral processes to celebrate
the festival of democracy.

DEO emphasized on identi-
fication of places of prime im-
portance with historical social,
cultural, environmental & eco-

logical importance to organize
SVEEP programs.

Dr Bilal urged all the con-
cerned to understand the power
and importance of Social Media
to portray and promote SVEEP
activities to enhance voter
awareness and participation in
electoral process.

He also maintained that the
administration is committed to
free, fair & transparent elections
and ensures impartiality in the
entire process. Further, DEO
asked all the officers to channelize
their resources and integrate their
SVEEP activities to foster inclu-
sive democracy.
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This Day In History

1547 - Battle of Pinkie, Midlothian: English beat the
Scots

1785 - Prussia signs trade agreement with US

1910 - Great Idaho Fire destroys 3 million acres of
timber

1919 - Treaty of St Germain: Austria ends
incorporation with Germany

1919 - China becomes a member of the League of
Nations

1926 - Allies-German treaty of Koblenz drawn

1926 - Germany joins League of Nations

1939 - Canada, under the leadership of Mackenzie
King, declares war on Germany

1942 - British troops land on Madagascar

1942 - RAF drops 100,000 bombs on Dusseldorf
1943 - British 8th army occupies Tarente

1943 - German troops occupy Rome and take took
over the protection of Vatican City

1951 - British begin economic boycott of Iran

1965 - Great Britain performs nuclear test at
Nevada Test Site

1972 - West Germany beats Pakistan 1-0 to become
first European nation since 1920 to win the field
hockey Olympic title; marred by disgraceful
behaviour of Pakistani players, fans & officials after
losing the Munich final

1973 - Muhammad Ali defeats Ken Norton

1974 - Portugal recognizes independence of
Republic of Guinea-Bissau

1990 - Iran agrees to resume diplomatic ties with
Iraq

From KO Archives

Cable Operafors
Threatened, Suspend

Functioning Temporarily

Observer News Service

rinagar- Most of the cable television operators in
the Srinagar city have decided to block music and
movie channels following threats by unidentified
persons.

"We have collectively decided to stop feeding of
moral and unethical television channels like MTV,
Star Movies, Star World etcetra to our customers,"
a press release of Cable Net-work Association said
here on today. There have been reports of threats to
Cable operators in certain areas of Srinagar city by
unidentified persons, asking them to dose down their
businesses. "We have been receiving let-ten from un-
identified persons asking us to dose down the cable
networks," the press release said.

The association appealed the separatist political amal-
gam, Hurriet Conference to intervene in the matter. "It is
our humble appeal to Freedom Conference and militant
groups to direct us what we have to do," the statement said.

The association urged the separatist leaders to take a
sympathetic view of their case as they have invested huge
sums in establishing their businesses in Srinagar, after
selling off their land and property.

"We are unemployed youth and will be turned jobless
if we are forced to close our business," the release said.

Till the militants and the Hurriet Conference decide
on the future of over two dozen cable operators in Sri-
nagar, and many more in other towns, the Association has
decided to close down their operations upto September 13.

The association has also decided to block the trans-
mission of national and international music and movie
channels. "We will not be providing obscene channels," the
release said, "but only those channels which will provide
moral and developmental programmes."

In early 1990 militants had banned the use of dish .an-
tennas and forced the closure of cinema halls and bars in
Kashmir.

Cable networks started their operations in Kashmir
since early this year. This month most of the cable opera-
tors said they have received threatening letters. However,
no militant group has openly asked for the closure of these
networks.

At various places in Srinagar the cables running
through lanes and by lanes of Srinagar were damaged by
unknown persons and at-least two grenade attacks were
reported on structures housing cable television networks
in Srinagar this month.

(Kashmir Observer, September 10, 1998)
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Dialogue
With Pakistan

n an apparent departure from the hardline stance

on talks with Pakistan, Defence minister Rajnath

Singh said on Sunday that New Delhi was ready to

talk to the neighbouring country if it stopped terror-
ism. This goes against the recent statement of the home
minister Amit Shah, who said India would rather talk to
youth in Kashmir than Pakistan. In contrast, Singh has
sounded slightly more conciliatory, signaling a prospect
of dialogue with Islamabad. However, it doesn’t mean
that the dialogue will happen in the near future. The
differences between the two countries are now too en-
trenched and irreconcilable to immediately lead to any
engagement. More so, since the abrogation of Article 370
in August 2019, which have sunk the relations between
the two neighbours to their lowest. Ever since, Pakistan
has sought reversal of the move which India has reject-
ed. India, on the other hand, has asked Pakistan to end
support to terrorism in Kashmir, which the latter has
denied it has any role in. The mutual stance ensures that
nothing changes on the ground.

Does the defence minister’s dialogue-favouring state-
ment make any difference? It seems unlikely. This is
despite the fact that even the Pakistan Army is report-
edly in favour of resuming dialogue with New Delhi. In
India, it would mean undoing a policy of the past decade
during which the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
avoided any engagement with Pakistan. Particularly so,
after 2019 when erasure of Article 370 which also drew
Pakistan away from seeking dialogue with India. Prime
Minister of Pakistan at the time Imran Khan adopted a
hawkish approach towards New Delhi. But with Sharifs
at the helm since 2022 - and more decisively so follow-
ing the 2023 Pakistan election - there have been some
tentative signs that the two countries might after all re-
turn to some engagement. But that hasn’t happened, in
part, because it has been a deliberate policy of the BJP-
led government at the centre not to engage Pakistan. In
an interview to a television channel during his election
campaign in May, the PM Modi made it clear that India
“shouldn’t bother much about Pakistan and whether it
changes its approach or not.” He added that for the past
10 years he had put a lock on Pakistan being a factor in
running India. “Let Pakistan manage two square meals.
We don’t need to waste our time,” he remarked, hinting
at Pakistan’s dismal state of affairs.

But it would be a tragedy if India and Pakistan perpetu-
ally fail to live as normal neighbours. Improving bilateral
relations between India and Pakistan could have profound
regional implications. South Asia’s stability hinges on the
relationship between its two largest countries. Construc-
tive engagement between the neighbours could lead to
enhanced cooperation in trade, water management, and
counter-terrorism, benefiting the entire region.

Q) FIX
Did You Know”?

ost of the people, about 95%, spend a significant portion

of their time working? Often, people obtain a professional

degree and then find a job, dedicating countless hours to

their careers. Many work long hours in normal business
, sometimes from 7 AM to 8 PM, putting in 10, 12, or even 15 hours a
day. Despite all this hard work, they often struggle to achieve finan-
cial stability and satisfaction.

A common issue is a lack of financial literacy, leading many to
spend their earnings on depreciable assets and high-consumption
products. This behaviour is evident in many places, such as Kash-
mir, where people often invest their money in building or renovating
homes, frequently using up their savings in non-productive ways,
and create liability for taking loans.

Understanding how to manage and grow money is essential.
For instance, if someone earns 100,000 per month (1,200,000 annu-
ally) and aims to generate this income passively, they would need
significant capital. Assuming a 15% annual return on investment,
one would require around 8,000,000 to generate 100,000 per month
without working long hours.

To achieve such financial freedom, it's crucial to avoid wasting
money on depreciable products and accumulating liabilities like
loans , consumption loans, car loans, and credit cards. Instead, focus
on building assets. Here's how you can start:

1. Understand Financial Literacy: Educate yourself on finan-
cial principles, including budgeting, saving, and investing.

2. Invest Wisely: Choose investments that provide good re-
turns, such as quality stocks, Etfs and mutual funds, or real estate.

3. Create Passive Income Streams: Look for opportunities
that generate income without substantial effort, such as rental prop-
erties or dividend-paying stocks,SWP in mutual funds , earn 15-20%
per annum withdraw 7% , still income and wealth will be created .

4. Limit Liabilities: Minimize debt and avoid unnecessary ex-
penditures on rapidly depreciating assets.

5. Save and Reinvest: Regularly save a portion of your income
and reinvest your returns to compound your wealth over time.

By adopting these practices, you can improve your financial
health and work towards a future where your money works for you,
reducing the need to trade long hours for income.

Remember, financial independence is achievable if you pri-
oritize creating assets over liabilities and make informed decisions
about your money. Educate yourself on budgeting, investing, and
creating passive income streams. By avoiding depreciable assets and
minimizing liabilities, you can build wealth and achieve financial
freedom. Let’s break the cycle. Choose trusted service providers for
your financial journey!

Learn from the insights of @IrshadMushtag, writer, investor,
entrepreneur & Founder of MI Securities! Connect for valuable
financial advice at misecurities@bp.sharekhan.com

Six Hurdles for

Inclusive

Azher Ahmad Dar

nclusion is one of the important pillars of

a successful public policy. While the focus

of conventional economical methods has

been to measure the level of development
on income, this is changing by way of including
inclusion as one of the parameters. Inclusive
education is important to include everyone in
the education system so that they are able to en-
joy the fruits of development. However, India's
inclusive education policy has been lax in terms
of the support provided to those with various
kinds of disabilities, such as intellectual disabil-
ity, psychological disorder, physical disability,
etc. Various policies have been brought into the
country, such as RUSA, RMSA, and SSA, which
have not wholesale solved this problem. Now
with the new education policy of 2020, we can
say that some progress has been made in terms
of the policy designed to address the needs of
the people. Whether the diagnosis is followed
remains to be seen, which will eventually come
to the fore after many years of the implementa-
tion of the policy at the grassroots level. How-
ever, there are still structural problems that
have to be addressed with regard to the policy
design and implementation at large. Early iden-
tification and intervention is one thing that the
government has improved upon, which basical-
ly is identifying the type of disability in a child
and then intervening to remedy the learning
failure. While it is a step in the right direction,
there is a systemic lack of a mechanism that
deals with intervention, which is spontaneous,
which should be the other way around, by rec-
ognizing the level and type of the disability and,
on the basis of that, extending support, which is
done in Australia. In Australia, there are four
levels of intervention, which range from giving
education (no substantial funding) to separate
classroom settings (with substantial funding),
which are efficient and tailored to the needs of
each student.

The second issue is the faulty local gover-
nance system, with so much corruption and
not so powerful. In various European coun-
tries, such as Scandinavian countries, local
institutions are extremely important to recruit
teachers for people with disabilities and to de-
sign the curriculum tailored to the needs of
the students. In China, teachers have to pass
an examination conducted by the local munici-
pal councils in order for them to get recruited.
However, India's local governance is plagued
with corruption, red tape, and workers who are
uneducated, which is the larger reason why the
country has lagged behind in inclusive educa-
tion. In Kashmir, the situation is such that the
midday meal rice is sold by teachers on the
black market, which points to the moral cri-
sis of the valley. In Uganda, in order to curb
the menace of corruption, which famously is
called ‘a leak in the bucket,' a new strategy of
increasing the efficiency of the flow of funds
to the people was rolled out by advertising in
newspapers the sanctions provided by the gov-
ernment to a particular program or particular
school, with the help of which the local people
could act as a check on the evil intentions of the
intermediate authorities. Any program of in-
clusive education must include the empowered
role of the local governance in the curriculum
design, funding, identification, etc., because the
country is so huge that it is impossible to gov-
ern policy through a centralized system.

The third issue concerns teacher training
suited to the needs of each student, which has
been a major problem everywhere. A survey

conducted said that teachers knew that there
was a mechanism in place for inclusive educa-
tion, but they did not know how they could play
a role in the implementation. The national cen-
tre for education statistics (2005) found that 60 %
of all public school teachers indicated that they
did nof feel well-prepared to meet the social and
emotional needs of the said students. Teachers
have two attitudes whenever they hear about in-
clusive education policies: their response is that
it is the responsibility of the resource centres to
look after the challenged students, and the spe-
cial students are a disturbance to the class.

The fourth issue is the rigid curriculum.
This does not allow for adjustments in the cur-
riculum, making it difficult for visually im-
paired children. Some of the top central uni-
versities in India do not have special learning
materials for those with various kinds of im-
pairments; the curriculum is available mostly
in English; there is no provision for separate
classes mandated by the central government. It
seems that designing materials for people with
disabilities looks like mayhem to the govern-
ment. In OECD countries, it is made sure to
design curriculum and resource centres are es-
tablished. Added to that, there is a lack of diver-
sity in the educational setting in which students
with disabilities are placed.

The convention is that special settings be es-
tablished based on the kind of disability, which
is manifold and sadly missing in the country,
the ramification of which is that these students
do not get adequate attention from teachers. At
the school level, it is next to impossible to design
and provide materials suitable for the needs of

Any program of
inclusive education
must include the
empowered role of
the local governance
in the curriculum
design, funding,
identification, etc.,
because the country
is so huge thatitis
impossible to govern
policy through a
centralized system

Education

those with disabilities, which is ironic consider-
ing the mammoth public sector of the country.
The 2006 compulsory education law in Chi-
na provides for compulsory education for chil-
dren with disabilities.It is provided in special
schools; separate classes in regular schools; the
same classes as their peers. Home-based educa-
tion is provided for those with severe disabili-
ties. Those who do not have stable residency are
provided with compulsory education in board-
ing schools established by the government. In
order to accommodate children from ethnic and
linguistic minorities, separate schools or class-
es are set up by the autonomous regions and mu-
nicipalities under the central government.

We can safely say that the government
has failed the people at large. The 5th issue is
the inhibiting role of culture in thwarting the
extension of education to these students. India
has around 70 million disabled people, and only
1-2% of these are educated, mostly by NGOs. Of
these, only 1% are employed, which is due to the
stigma that has been recurring in society. Gabe
(2004) did a study of the South Asian immigrants
living in the US, and many of them attributed
disability to the law of karma.

This points to the overarching impact of the
culture in shaping the attitude of parents toward
sending their children to special schools. karma
has a negative effect on the strategy part, which
gives way to shame, stigma, and dishonour. As
a result of this, they isolate themselves from the
whole society.They do not join organisations
that support special education, and parents do
not provide special children with education.
Last but not least is the issue of funding, which
does not have a concrete and systematic way of
allocation to these students, coupled with inad-
equacies in the flow of funds, corruption, etc.

This has an important effect on the quality
of teachers, the quality of infrastructure, the
learning equipment, such as resource support
centres, etc. Funding should be made available
in sufficient amounts. There is also a problem
with mismanagement of the funds, which get off
the hook before they reach the benefactors. With
regard to the mechanism of allocation of funds
for inclusive education, the system adopted by
the OECD countries is worth emulating. Vari-
ous components are taken into account, such
as learners' socio-economic background, minor-
ity, and learners with disabilities, before any
funds are allocated. Various components of the
inclusive education setup that are there include
spending on a specific framework to implement
inclusive education policies, spending on special
settings, spending on resource centres, spending
involving health and welfare services, etc.

The various additional resources available
at the school include ICTs, teaching aids, spe-
cial classes, specific curriculum, extra teaching
hours, etc., which are somewhat sadly miss-
ing in India. This calls for various steps to be
taken, which in turn gives a clarification call
for a whole-sale revamp of the setup by way of
reforms. Since we are living in the era of Glo-
balisation 3.0 (Thomas Friedman), the role of
technology as a flattener should be there by us-
ing it in solving the issue at large. However, it is
always the case that technology can't solve the
problem alone; it has to be supplemented by var-
ious other things, especially blended learning.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s
own and do not necessarily represent the
editorial stance of Kashmir Observer

The author is currently a student of political
science and economics at the University of Delhi
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Importance of Cyber Security
World

Mohammad Hanief

made a significant contribu-

tion and impact on socio-eco-
nomic scenarios. Rapid adoption
of digital technology has led to
employment generation, ease of
living, ease of doing business and
access to information.

In today’s digital world, one
cannot ignore cyber security.
One single security breach can
lead to exposing the personal in-
formation of millions of people.
These breaches have a strong
financial impact on the compa-
nies and also loss of the trust of
customers. Hence, cyber secu-
rity is very essential to protect
businesses and individuals from
spammers and cyber criminals.

Today's cyber security industry
is primarily focused on protect-
ing devices and systems from at-
tackers. While the bits and bytes
behind these efforts can be hard
to visualize, it's much easier to
consider the effects. Without cy-
ber security professionals work-
ing tirelessly, many websites
would be nearly impossible to
enjoy due to ever-present denial-
of-service attack attempts.

Cybersecurity is the protection
to defend internet-connected
devices and services from mali-
cious attacks by hackers, spam-
mers, and cybercriminals. The
practice is used by companies
to protect against phishing
schemes, ransomware attacks,
identity theft, data breaches, and
financial losses.

Look around today's world,
and you'll see that daily life is
more dependent on technology
than ever before. The benefits
of this trend range from near-
instant access to information
on the Internet to the modern
conveniences provided by smart
home automation technology
and concepts like the Internet of
Things.

With so much good coming
from technology, it can be hard
to believe that potential threats
lurk behind every device and
platform. Yet, despite society's
rosy perception of modern ad-
vances, cyber security threats
presented by modern tech are a
real danger.

A steady rise in cybercrime

Information Technology has

® o

.

highlights the flaws in devices
and services we've come to de-
pend on. This concern forces us
to ask what cyber security is,
why it's essential, and what to
learn about it.

Cyber security is a discipline
that covers how to defend de-
vices and services from elec-
tronic attacks by nefarious ac-
tors such as hackers, spammers,
and cybercriminals. While some
components of cyber security
are designed to strike first, most
of today's professionals focus
more on determining the best
way to defend all assets, from
computers and smartphones to
networks and databases, from
attacks.

Cyber security has been used
as a catch-all term in the media
to describe the process of pro-
tection against every form of
cybercrime, from identity theft
to international digital weapons.
These labels are valid, but they
fail to capture the true nature of
cyber security for those without
a computer science degree or ex-
perience in the digital industry.

Application security covers
the implementation of differ-
ent defenses in an organization’s
software and services against
a diverse range of threats. This

In Today’s Digital

One should not
solely rely on
passwords to keep
the data safe. While
strong passwords
are essential,
cybercriminals may
still find ways to
hack them. Hence
itis necessary to
implement robust
cyber security
measures, to have a
multilayered defense

sub-domain requires cyber se-
curity experts to write secure
code, design secure application
architectures, implement robust
data input validation, and more,
to minimize the chance of unau-
thorized access or modification
of application resources.

Cloud security relates to cre-
ating secure cloud architectures
and applications for companies
that use cloud service provid-
ers like Amazon Web Services,
Google, Azure, Rackspace, etc.

This subdomain covers activi-
ties, frameworks, and processes
that enable authorization and
authentication of legitimate in-
dividuals to an organization’s
information systems. These
measures involve implement-
ing powerful information stor-
age mechanisms that secure the
data, whether in transition or re-
siding on a server or computer. In
addition, this sub-domain makes
greater use of authentication
protocols, whether two-factor or
multi-factor.

Mobile security is a big deal
today as more people rely on
mobile devices. This subdomain
protects organizational and
personal information stored on
mobile devices like tablets, cell
phones, and laptops from dif-

ferent threats like unauthorized
access, device loss or theft, mal-
ware, viruses, etc. In addition,
mobile security employs authen-
tication and education to help
amplify security.

Network security covers hard-
ware and software mechanisms
that protect the network and infra-
structure from disruptions, unau-
thorized access, and other abuses.
Effective network security protects
organizational assets against a
wide range of threats from within
or outside the organization.

Not all threats are human-
based. The DR BC subdomain
covers processes, alerts, moni-
toring, and plans designed to
help organizations prepare for
keeping their business-critical
systems running during and af-
ter any sort of incident (massive
power outages, fires, natural di-
sasters), and resuming and re-
covering lost operations and sys-
tems in the incident’s aftermath.

Knowledge is power, and staff
awareness of cyber threats is
valuable in the cyber security
puzzle. Giving business staff
training on the fundamentals of
computer security is critical in
raising awareness about indus-
try best practices, organizational
procedures and policies, moni-

toring, and reporting suspicious,
malicious activities. This sub
domain covers cyber security-
related classes, programs, and
certifications.

We are well aware that cyber
attacks are continuing to grow.
In today’s technology era, orga-
nizations and individuals must
protect themselves against most
types of threats. Unfortunately,
there is a handful of cyber secu-
rity misconceptions that are still
holding too many people back
from taking the necessary action
to safeguard personal sensitive
information.

One should not solely rely on
passwords to keep the data safe.
While strong passwords are es-
sential, cybercriminals may still
find ways to hack them. Hence it
is necessary to implement robust
cyber security measures, to have
a multilayered defense.

By deleting the data from the
computer, the file moves to the
Recycle Bin and then empties it.
Even after deleting the data, the
data remains in the hard drive
for example in the temporary
files folder.

Some organizations retain the
opinion that encryption soft-
ware is something they can do
without. It is a misconception
that encryption will avoid data
breaches. Encryption plays a vi-
tal role in defending against cy-
bercriminals and ransomware
attacks.

It is a myth that only big com-
panies are not secure, only those
companies are targeted by cy-
bercriminals. According to the
2021 Data Breach investigations
report 61% of all Small and Medi-
um businesses reported at least
one cyber attack during the year.
As these companies have less ro-
bust security measures. Hence it
is necessary to protect compa-
nies from cybercrimes.

Adoptions of digital technol-
ogy and internet have also led
to increase in cyber crime in-
cidents. It can be controlled or
minimized with care, precau-
tion, awareness and with the use
of appropriate tools to secure the
information.

The author can be mailed at
m.hanief@gmail.com
X (Twitter): @haniefimha

The Existential Crisis of Digital Identity

Ian MacRae

or years, we were told
Fthat the internet would

be our eternal archive: it
was imagined that everything
we post, upload and share
would outlive us all. "The Web
Means the End of Forgetting,”
warned headlines in 2010, and
many people built their digital
lives according to that advice.

As social media went main-
stream, most users didn’t real-
ize what early internet adopt-
ers knew: digital data isn't
forever. Many assumed their
online identities would last
indefinitely, shaped by articles
like “How Facebook Lets You
Live Forever (Sort Of)” in 2012.
This illusion of permanence
has profoundly influenced
how we perceive and curate
our digital selves.

Yet the perception of per-
manence in the digital world
is proving to be a myth. Sites
vanish, links die, and entire
digital identities disappear.
Some slowly fade, and some
archives are wiped out in an
instant. How does it affect us
when the digital future we
imagined is far more fragile
than we thought?

LEAVING OLD DIGITAL SELVES
BEHIND

As social media shifted
from niche platforms to main-
stream spaces, it evolved from
casual, spontaneous posts for
small networks to carefully
curated content for a wider
world. People realized they
were being watched by more
than just friends.

Impression ~ management
became about shaping an im-
age for family, employers,
and algorithms. Social media
profiles turned into polished,

public-facing records meant to
last, rather than snapshots of
day-to-day life.

This means we must adapt
to the idea of many small
digital deaths of our different
digital identities. Just as parts
of our real-life identities shift
and fade through school, ca-
reers, and social circles and

groups, our online roles and
identities will also disappear.
It’s not physical mortality, but
a reminder that digital selves
are just as impermanent.

LINK ROT AND THE DECAY OF THE
ONLINE WORLD

We've come to see just how
unstable the internet really is.
Entire websites, companies,
archives, and users can van-

ish—sometimes gradually,
sometimes in an instant.

One clear sign of this in-
stability is link rot—the slow
death of hyperlinks as web-
sites are taken down, restruc-
tured, or lose hosting, leaving
content inaccessible. For ex-
ample, 72 percent of links to
content from 1998 are dead

media daily, and the average
person spends two hours daily
using social media. Yet con-
fronting the impermanence
of these online spaces can be
difficult.

ATTACHMENT STYLES AND DIGITAL
IDENTITIES
Attachment styles, which

ties. We have a pattern of re-
lating to our online identities
that may be related to our un-
derlying beliefs about people
and the world around us.
Many of us operate with
a secure attachment style,
where we trust that our rela-
tionships and social environ-
ment are stable, safe, and re-
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and according to Pew Re-
search, about 40 percent of
links die after a decade. Digital
decay is a feature of the inter-
net; there are no guarantees of
permanence online.
Psychologically, it's tough
to accept that digital content
decays far faster than physical
media. We're deeply attached
to our digital selves. The ma-
jority of people use social

[ identity Card No

Passport No

Driving License

describe how we form emo-
tional bonds and expectations
in relationships, shape how
we approach trust and reli-
ability. These styles, shaped in
part by our early relationships
with caregivers and in part by
our adult lives, influence how
we relate not only to people
but can also be used as a lens
to understand our relation-
ships with our digital identi-

Income Tax No

ciprocal. For those with secure
attachment, the assumption
may be that these digital rep-
resentations will also be sta-
ble, fair, and reciprocal. How-
ever, the terms and conditions
typically say otherwise.

The fragility of digital media
and records can disrupt our at-
tachment to the online identi-
ties we construct and curate.
The more invested we are in

our digital selves, the harder it
becomes to reconcile their im-
permanence. That realization
can cause real anxiety that
speaks to our understanding
of the world and the impor-
tance, for many people, of
digital identities.

SEPARATION ANXIETY FOR DIGI-
TAL ACCOUNTS

Separation anxiety is a com-
mon experience in childhood,
marked by intense worry and
fear when separated from a
trusted caregiver. This anxi-
ety is a heightened version of
normal attachment behavior,
where a child’s concern for
losing contact with a key fig-
ure becomes overwhelming,
even leading to panic over an-
ticipated or actual separation.
While it's a natural part of
development, it can escalate
into a more severe form that
causes persistent fear of loss
and distress.

The concept of separation
anxiety has clear parallels
with our relationships with
our digital identities. How
many people would feel genu-
inely anxious at the prospect
of losing access to their online
social media accounts?

The fear of losing access to a
piece of one’s digital identity
can evoke anxiety much like
losing contact with a valued
relationship.

AN EXISTENTIAL CRISIS IN DIGITAL
IDENTITY?

How do we come to terms
with the fact that our digital
identities can be far more
fragile and fleeting than
our physical selves? With
so much time, emotion, and
thought invested in build-
ing online identities tied to
a specific platform, it can be

unsettling to realize that they
can disappear overnight.

The internet, much like our
social lives, is constantly in
flux. But unlike human rela-
tionships, which have evolved
over millennia, digital net-
works are shaped by current
technology, corporate inter-
ests, and the physical limita-
tions of data storage.

When digital identity plays
a significant role in shaping
your life, anxiety about your
digital identity can draw at-
tention to the fact that some-
thing is wrong. It’s a chance
to rethink how to use the
technology.

We can’t ignore the tech-
nology, but we can be de-
liberate about how we use
online platforms and what
parts of our identity and so-
cial relationships we choose
to digitise. Digital spaces and
relationships, like physical
ones, are less permanent than
we might wish.

The key is to recognize that
the impermanence of the in-
ternet doesn't have to trigger
an existential crisis if we treat
digital spaces as useful tools
for connections, not the core
of our identity. Just as healthy
social relationships rely on
more than a single connection,
our well-being should not be
tied solely to one platform or
profile.

Digital identities should en-
hance our well-being and re-
lationships, not define them.
Use them deliberately, so if
one disappears, it’s not a cri-
sis—just a small shift in how
you interact with the digital
and physical world.

The article was originally
published by Psychology
Today
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Syria Win Maiden Budgam Clinches

66

Intercontlnental Cup Title HE WAS NOT U-19.Boys Kho-Kho
After Beating India 3-0 GOT INJURED. Provincial Tournament

Press Trust of India
football  team's

ndian
Ihopes of winning the

Intercontinental Cup title
for the third time was dashed
as it lost to Syria 0-3 in the last
league match of the three-
nation tournament here on
Monday.

Mahmoud Al Aswad and
Daleho Mohsen Irandust
scored for Syria in the seventh
and 77th minutes to break the
hearts of the home crowd at
the GMC Balayogi Athletics
Stadium. While Pablo Sabbag's
strike in the injury time was a
mere underlining of Syria's
dominance.

The result meant that
Manolo Marquez began his
stint as India head coach, after
succeeding Igor Stimac, on a
disappointing note. He was
appointed at the helm of af-
fairs in July.

Syria had beaten Mauritius
2-0 in their opening match
and they thus ended the
round-robin league with six
points. India and Mauritius
finished the tournament on
one point each after play-
ing out a goalless draw on
September 3.

The highest-ranked team
after the round-robin league
wins the tournament as there
is no concept of final.

India had won the title in
2018 and 2023, while it was
the first trophy for Syria who
had finished third in 2019.

In fact, this was the first
time Syria won a title on
Indian soil. The West Asian
country has a long history of
playing tournaments in India,
but a title has eluded them be-
fore Monday.

Syria lost  back-to-back
Nehru Cup finals to India in
2007 and 2009 before finish-
ing fourth in 2012.

In their last trip to India in
the 2019 Intercontinental Cup,
Syria ended in third place.
In that tournament, the two
teams played out a 1-1 draw.

In the last meeting between
the two teams, Syria had beat-
en India 1-0 in the Asian Cup
in Qatar in January, this year.

India made a horrendous
start in the match as they
conceded a goal in the sev-
enth minute. After a brilliant
attack down the right flank,
Al Aswad's shot went in after
a deflection from an Indian
defender.

Three minutes later, Alaa

Aldin Yasin Dali's shot from a
distance rattled the crossbar
and India escaped from con-
ceding their second goal.

The West Asians were in
command in the first half as
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu was
called into action to thwart
another goal-bound move
from the Syrians in the 35th
minute as he kept out an at-
tempt from Dali again off a
corner.

But towards the end of the
first half, India began to gain
a foothold in the contest and
made some fine attacking
moves but failed to get the de-
sired result.

India were definitely the
better side in the second half
but still conceded two more
goals without opening ac-
count for themselves. The
Indian forwards had at least
a couple of chances in the
second 45 minutes but they
failed to convert them.

India head coach Manolo
replaced Nikhil Poojary and
Suresh Singh with Asish Rai
and Apuia in the second half,
and it seemed the move was
going to pay dividends.

In the 55th minute, Sahal
Abdul Samad made a fine run
into the Syrian defence and
sent a pass on to Lallianzuala
Chhangte, whose shot was,
however, parried away by the
Syrian keeper.

Five minutes later, it was
again the same combination
of Samad and Chhangte to
rattle the Syrian defence but
the latter's shot was blocked
by a defender.

But against the run of play,
Syria doubled their lead in
the 77th minute as Daleho
Mohsen foxed Anwar Ali at the
right edge of the box before
slipping the ball past Gurpreet
Singh who could have done
better under the bar.

Three minutes from the
regulation time, substitute
Edmund Lalrindika sent a
thunderous shot from inside
the Syrian box but the keeper
made a fine save, palming the
ball away at the last minute
for a corner.

Five minutes were added
as stoppage time and Liston
Colaco's fine long range effort
beat the Syrian goalkeeper but
the ball came back into play
after thudding the horizontal.

A few seconds after that,
Pablo David Sabbag tapped in
the third goal for Syria to put
the match to bed.

So, he is fit and
available, scored a
fifty in Duleep, got
match time and he
will start.”

Rahul Likely To Start Ahead Of
Sarfaraz In Bangladesh Tests

Press Trust of India

Sarfaraz Khan's fearless ap-

proach in the home series

against England impressed
one and all but KL Rahul's ex-
perience will give him the ad-
vantage when it comes to final-
ising the playing XI in India's
season-opening Test series
against Bangladesh starting
September 19 in Chennai.

It is believed that the team
management and the selection
committee's full focus is on the
tour of Australia in November-
December and Rahul's experi-
ence of 50 Tests puts him in an
advantageous position.

For the team management, it
is a choice between a younger
man's (Sarfaraz) flamboyance
and fearlessness and a sea-
soned campaigner who has
been a Test captain and is part

of the national set-up for a de-
cade now.

“For people on the outside,
they don't understand how a
team works and what are the
systems in place. In his last three
Test matches, KL scored a cen-
tury in South Africa, one of the
best Test knocks in recent times
and 86 at Hyderabad in the last
Test he played before injury.

“He was not dropped but got
injured. So, he is fit and avail-
able, scored a fifty in Duleep,
got match time and he will
start,” a BCCI source told PTI on
conditions of anonymity.

Sarfaraz, a domestic giant,
had a very impressive de-
but with twin half-centuries
on debut against England at
Rajkot and another half-ton
against the same opposi-
tion at Dharamsala, show-
ing his precise footwork and

improvisation against both fast
and slow bowlers.

“Sarfaraz has done every-
thing right and mind it, if there
is an injury anywhere, he will
just walk in but Rahul's experi-
ence is irreplaceable. And the
team management is not just
looking at Bangladesh, they are
looking at Australia where pre-
vious experience matters,” the
source added.

Rahul had missed two previ-
ous Test tours of Australia due
to injuries but in 2014, he had
scored a century in Sydney.

While Rahul's average of less
than 35 after 50 Tests doesn't
paint a rosy picture but his un-
canny knack of scoring at big
overseas venues like Sydney,
Lord's, Oval, Centurion along
with his range of strokes when
on song keeps him slightly
ahead of the Mumbaikar.

Downtown Heroes Lose 2-1
To Corbett In I- League 3

Observer News Service

owntown Heroes FC
Dsuffered the first loss of

their 2024-25 I-League 3
campaign on Monday, after go-
ing down 2-1 to Corbett FC in
a Group E match at Synthetic
Turf TRC in Srinagar.

The 3:00 PM Kkick off prom-
ised to be a mouth-watering
affair, as the Heroes have been
in scintillating form through-
out their group matches while
their opponents were yet to
register a win in the league. As
the hosts of the Group E games,
the Ajaz Ahmad Bhat-coached
Downtown entered Monday’s
game as the favourites.

The proceedings took a
shocking turn in the 21st min-
ute when Corbett went ahead
through Jamminlen Haokip.

However, the Heroes levelled
the score in minute 27 though
Sahil Rashid Dar. Having en-
tered the halftime break locked
at 1-1, many observers thought
the game was Downtown's to
win. But Corbett's Karan Chhetri
made it 2-1 in the 50th minute
and the Heroes failed to break
their opponent’s defense to suf-
fer their first loss in three games.

Downtown is second in
Group E, having taken six
points from three games. Abbas
Union Football Club leads the
table, securing nine points in
their four games.

Downtown Heroes next play
Southern Sporting Union on
Wednesday, September 11, at
TRC. The game will kick off at
3:00 PM.

Observer News Service

osts Budgam on
HMonday clinched the
Inter-District Provincial

Level Kho-Kho Tournament
for Boys Under-19, held at
the Sports Stadium Chrar-i-
Sharief. In the final match,
Budgam defeated Baramulla to
claim the championship title.
The tournament was hosted
by the Department of Youth

Servnces and Sports (DYSSO)
Budgam. The final match
was inaugurated by Activity
Section, DYSSO Budgam.

“The hard work and dedi-
cation of the selectors and
officials played a key role in

preparing a well-selected
and competitive team from
Budgam, which ultimately led
to their triumph in the tour-
nament,” the department said
in a press release.

District-Level

Thanga-Ta Selection
Trials Begln In Ganderbal

iy

l.tlla

Observer News Service

The Department of Youth
Services and  Sports
Ganderbal inaugurated
its District-Level Inter-School
Thanga-Ta selection trials
for Boys and Girls (AAG) at
Qamaria Higher Secondary
School, Saloora, on Monday.

This event is being held
under the banner of the
Systematic Voters’ Education
and Electoral Participation
2024 initiative.
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The trials for Boys AAG were
conducted on Monday, draw-
ing the enthusiastic participa-
tion of over 200 students from
across Ganderbal.

The student-athletes show-
cased their Thanga-Ta skills
and competed for a chance
to represent the district
at the upcoming UT-level
championship.

The selection committee
ensured that the best talent
was identified for the forth-
coming competition.
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2 Terrorists

ground-based and aerial surveillance assets
were employed to monitor the area.

“Area domination patrols were also conduct-
ed with greater frequency, deploying troops at
key terrain locations to prevent terrorist infil-
tration,” the defence spokesperson said

On the night of September 8, around 7.30
pm, surveillance teams detected suspicious
movement of a few individuals in the area, he
said.

“An intense firefight ensued. The exchange of
fire continued through the night. UAVs, night
cameras and other surveillance equipment
were deployed to keep the terrorists under ob-
servation,” the spokesperson said, adding two
terrorists were neutralised in the firefight.

At first light on September 9, a search was
carried out to clear the area of any remaining
threats, Lt Col Bartwal said. “A significant cache
of war-like stores, including two AK-47 rifles,
one M-4 rifle with sight and one pistol was re-
covered,” he said.

The spokesperson said the Army’s swift
and coordinated response to this infiltration
attempt highlights the synergy between the
Army, police and the intelligence agencies.

“Search operations are continuing to com-
pletely secure the area. The Army remains alert
and committed to defeat any such attempt in
future,” he said.

239 In Final

With this, 93 candidates remain in the final
electoral fray in Srinagar district, followed by
46 in Budgam district, 34 in Rajouri district,
25 in Poonch district, 21 in Ganderbal district,
while 20 candidates remain in the final fray in
Reasi district.

In Reasi district, 6 candidates remain in the
final electoral fray for election in 56-Gulabgarh
(ST) AC; 7 candidates in 57-Reasi AC; while 7
candidates remain in the fray in 58-Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi AC....(find full story online at
https://kashmirobserver.net/)

Govt Appoints

Act); Rajni Sharma, Additional District &
Sessions Judge Anti Corruption, Jammu; Parvin
Pandoh, Additional District & Sessions Judge,
Kathua (designated Special Court under the
Prevention of Corruption Act); Faizan Ul Haq
Igbal, Additional District & Sessions Judge Anti
Corruption, Srinagar AND Noor Mohammad

Mir, Additional District & Sessions Judge,
Pulwama (designated Special Court under the
Prevention of Corruption Act).

BJP State VP Issues

minister Choudhary Sukhnandan.(find full
story online at https://kashmirobserver.net/)

NC Flag Stained

Accusing NC of underhanded tactics, Wani
claimed, “Every day, your team comes with a
bag of money, but our workers won't sell their
faith for money.”

He further criticized the party for failing to
establish even a single college in the area over
the past 70 years. “In the last seven decades
they have failed to give Banihal a college, now
they are out to buy our workers,”

He also accused NC of failing to bring devel-
opment to the Banihal constituency, specifical-
ly targeting the party’s top leaders, including
Sheikh Abdullah, Farooq Abdullah, and Omar
Abdullah. (find full story online at https://kash-
mirobserver.net/)

Karra Condemns

derogatory remarks and unparliamentary
language used by Congress leader and its
candidate from Banihal, Vikar Rasool Wani,
against the NC leadership during a programme
in Banihal on Sunday, the JKPCC said in a
statement.

Wani, a former JKPCC chief, launched a
scathing attack on the NC during his elec-
tion rally, saying “NC’s flag is red because it is
stained with the blood of Kashmiris, especially
the people of Banihal”. ...(find full story online
at https://kashmirobserver.net/

AIP Proxy Of

a press conference in Khanabal area of
Anantnag district.

Rashid defeated former chief minister and
National Conference (NC) vice president Omar
Abdullah from the Baramulla Lok Sabha con-
stituency earlier this year.

The PDP chief questioned how the AIP was
organising resources and candidates when
their chief was behind the bars.

“I want to know that Rashid is in jail. (PDP
founder) Mufti (Mohammad Sayeed) took 50
years to form the party, we still do not have
resources to field candidates everywhere. Who
is behind his (Engineer’s) organisation as their

candidates are fielded everywhere, wherefrom
is the funding coming? Where are they getting
such courage to engage in hooliganism?” she
added.

The former chief minister alleged that the
government has come up with new proxy
parties like the AIP. (find full story online at
https://kashmirobserver.net/)

Apni Party Backs

support to him,” Bukhari said.

He said the decision was taken keeping in
mind the interests of the people of the Uri as-
sembly segment.

“There is no personal interest. Neither does
Mohiuddin have any personal interest, nor do
I,” he added.

Bukhari said Mohiuddin is a tall leader and
expressed hope that he would be elected to the
assembly.

However, the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) has withdrawn its support for Taj Mohi-
ud-Din in the Uri constituency after the Apni
Party extended its backing to him.

The PDP has announced that it will now field
its own candidate for the upcoming elections
in Uri.

PDP’s Mohammad Rafique Rather said that
they are ideologically apart from the Apni
Party.

“It became natural for us to withdraw sup-
port after the Apni Party announced its backing
for him,” Rather said.

“In view of the Apni Party extending support
to Taj Mohi-ud-Din in the Uri constituency, PDP
has decided to withdraw its support and field
its own candidate,” PDP wrote in a post on X.

Reacting to the PDP’s decision, Taj Mohi-ud-
Din commented, “It was their decision to sup-
port me, and it is their decision to withdraw.
I had already informed PDP during the press
conference that the Apni Party was supporting
me.”

Stage Set For

political dynamics have completely changed
with Aga Hassan's son throwing his hat into
the ring on PDP ticket, challenging the NC’s
stronghold.

In the last Assembly election held in 2014,
Aga Ruhullah Mehdi of NC secured a total of
30,090 Votes, taking a lead of 2,787 votes from
Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Bhat of the PDP who se-
cured 27,303 Votes.

Omar’s Bid to Keep the NC Flag Flying

Omar Abdullah, who at first declined to con-
test an Assembly election before statehood was
restored is contesting simultaneously from
Ganderbal and Budgam assembly segments.
Omar is gearing up to ensure that the party’s
dominance in Budgam remains unshaken.
However, the battle is going to be harder than
ever.

Syed Ghulam Hussain Gilani, a former MLA
from Budgam, represented the segment four
times in the assembly, In more recent years,
Aga Ruhullah, a three-time legislator from
Budgam (2002, 2008, and 2014), has played a
significant role in cementing the NC's influence
in the region. However, obsevers’ say he has
not been able to carry out much development
in the last nearly two decades.

Omar is eyeing support from NC leaders like
Ruhullah and Aga Mehmood, also from the
same clan and his party’s traditional voter base
in Sunni dominated localities. However, ob-
servers say this time around it is not going to
be a cakewalk for the NC Vice-President.

Muntazir is banking on the influence of
the Aga family name among Shia pockets of
Budgam, combined with the PDP’s cadre in
the district, to gain an upper hand over Omar
Abdullah.

He is positioning himself as a leader who
can bring change and address the needs of the
people with a fresh perspective, challenging
the status quo that has dominated the area for
decades.

“I am someone who has been chosen by
the people of Budgam to bring about positive
changes in the Budgam district. I don’t want
women on the streets, as long as [ am there, I
will fight for my people on the streets” Muntazir
told a gathering in the village Kakarmaran.

Muntazir further said that I don’t want to see
women on the streets either campaigning for
him.

“On the day of voting women will come out
in proper hijab, vote and return to their homes
with dignity” he said as his supporters cheered.

A Family Divided

Further complicating the contest is the can-
didacy of Muntazir's uncle, Aga Syed Ahmad
who is running for office on the Awami
National Conference (ANC) ticket. Although not
expected to win a significant share of the vote,
his presence in the election is likely to add a
new layer of complexity.

The ANC is expected to pull a few thousand
votes, which could potentially disrupt the
PDP’s and NC’s chances of securing a clear vic-
tory. This family split across different parties
has made the Budgam election more unpre-
dictable than ever.

The Vote Bank

The Shia votes are set to get divided with a
major share of votes going to Muntazir, while
Ruhullah and Aga Mehmood’s supporters may
get divided since Mehmood was dropped at the
last minute to give way for Omar.

Shia leader and Peoples Conference General
Secretary’s Moulvi Imran Raza Ansari’s sup-
porters are also expected to vote for Muntazir
and give him an edge over his NC rival.

While Shia voters will play a major role, the
Sunni vote bank which consists of the majority
of voters in Budgam constituency will likely de-
cide the new assembly member from Budgam.

While Omar Abdullah is striving to ensure
his entry into the new legislative assembly
from at least one of the two constituencies, Aga
Muntazir seeks to dent the NC stranglehold
over the Aga clan.

NC-Congress

Rafiq retired on June 30, 2024, and entered
politics with a PDP mandate. Despite initial
dissatisfaction among some PDP leaders, Rafiq
has strong political roots, backed by his father’s
legacy. (find full story online at https://kashmi-
robserver.net/)

16 Candidates In

The female voters have outnumbered the
men from the constituency while the segment
has the highest number of nine transgender
voters.

The poll body has set up 128 polling stations
for the seat where the beeline of electorates are
expected to be witnessed on September 25.

However, considered as the bastion of
National Conference (NC), the seat is heading
towards a massive electoral battle with the
major contest expected between Shameema
Firdous, a three-time MLA and BJP’s Ashok
Bhat, who is banking on migrant votes.

Some other candidates, who are expected to
gain a massive vote from the seat include Apni
Party’s Jeelani Hameed Kumar and Lok Janshakti
Party candidate Sanjay Saraf. (find full story on-
line at https://kashmirobserver.net/)
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Rejected From Pulwama,
Srinagar Lady To Contest
Elections From Chadoora

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Nilofar Sajad, a
43-year-old woman from Sri-
nagar, has become an inde-
pendent candidate for the up-
coming assembly elections in
Jammu & Kashmir. She is con-
testing from the Chadoora area
of central Kashmir's Budgam
district.

Nilofar said that she was ini-
tially willing to contest elec-
tions from her hometown of
Pulwama, but her form was re-
jected due to some issues. She
then submitted her form from
Chadoora, where her family
currently resides, and was ac-
cepted with the election sym-
bol "Pen".

Nilofar, wife of Sajad Ahmad
Gandru, said she decided to en-
ter politics after witnessing the
exploitation of youth by offi-
cials and politicians. She hopes
to bring a change in the lives of
people in Jammu and Kashmir.

"l have seen the suffering of
Kashmiris for long, and I be-
lieve they deserve a dignified

life. I will use my pen symbol to
fight for justice and bring a real
smile on their faces,” she said.

Nilofar criticised the gov-
ernment's claims of peace and
development in the region,
saying that it is all fictitious.
She believes that educated
youth are being forced to take
wrong steps due to lack of job
opportunities.

"When no one listens to the
issues of youth like unemploy-
ment and other things, they get
involved in drugs, depression,
and other things. The problem
lies in the system when no one
is listening to them," she said.

Nilofar urged voters to vote
wisely and not fall prey to false
promises made by politicians.
Her message to voters is to vote
for someone who can really
bring a change.

"My message to all voters
will be to vote wisely and don't
come in false promises of those
who have already looted you.
Vote for someone who can re-
ally bring a change," she said—
(KNO)

Khanyar Constituency To
See Multifaceted Contest

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Khanyar con-
stituency, located in Srinagar's
downtown area, is one of the
90 assembly seats in Jammu &
Kashmir. The main contesting
parties in the constituency are
the National Conference (NC)
and Congress alliance, the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP),
the Apni Party and six indepen-
dent candidates.

According to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), the constituency has a to-
tal of 91,226 voters, with 45,407
males and 45,816 females. It
also has three transgenders. The
polling stations will be set up in
urban areas, with a maximum of
126 stations.

Demographic profile of the
constituency

Khanyar is located in Sri-
nagar's  downtown  area,
stretching from Khayam to Kh-
waja Bazar in Srinagar district,
about 4 km north of Lal Chowk.
The area is famous for the
shrine of Abdul Qadir Gilani
(RA), also called Dastgeer Sahib
by locals, built in 1806 AD.

Major areas within this con-
stituency include Kaw Mohallah
Augilmir, Qadri Kocha Augilmir,
Baba Daemb, Roz Bal, Arm Mas-
jid and Pandan Haka Bazar.

During the 2014 elections,
Khanyar had a voter base of
51,011, with 26,554 males and
24,456 females. Now, the con-
stituency has a total of 91,226
voters, including 45,407 males
and 45,816 females, along with
three transgender voters. The
constituency has 126 polling

stations, with most in urban
areas.

Election phases, poll date,
results

The election dates are as fol-
lows: the first phase will be
held on September 18, the sec-
ond phase on September 25,
and the final phase on October
1. The results for all 90 con-
stituencies, including Khanyar,
will be declared on October 8.

The NC-Congress alliance has
fielded Ali Mohammad Sagar,
a long-time winner from the
constituency, as their candi-
date. Sagar has been holding
the seat tightly for the last
four assembly elections, with a
margin of victory of only 1,167
votes in the last election.

Other candidates include Ta-
fazul Mushtaq from PDP, Bilal
Ahmad Mir from Apni Party and
Sheikh Imran, a former Deputy
Mayor of Srinagar, who is con-
testing as an independent can-
didate. There are also five other
independent candidates con-
testing from the constituency.

In the 2014 elections, Sagar
won the seat by defeating PDP's
Muhammad Khurshid Alam.
The voter turnout in the con-
stituency was 26.16 percent.

Political analysts say the con-
stituency has no prominent or
impactful political candidate
other than Sagar. However,
they say that new faces, includ-
ing independents, could also
turn around the political tables
and make it an unpredictable
outcome.

The Khanyar Assembly seat
will go to polls in the second
phase on September 25—(KNO)

PDP Withdraws Support For
Taj Mohi u Din In Uri

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) has withdrawn its
support for senior leader Taj
Mohi u Din in Uri constituency
after Apni Party extended its
support to him. The PDP states
that it will now field their own
candidate for the upcoming
elections from Uri constituency.

Confirming the develop-
ment, PDP's Mohammad
Rafique Rather said that they
are ideologically apart from the
Apni Party. It has become natu-
ral for them to withdraw their

support after the Apni Party
announced its support to him.

"In view of the Apni party
extending support to Taj Mohi-
uddin in Uri constituency, PDP
has decided to withdraw its
support to him and put out the
party's own candidate,” PDP
wrote in a post on X. Reacting
to PDP's decision, Taj Mohi u
Din said that it was their wish
to support him, and it is their
wish to withdraw.

"l had already informed PDP
during the press conference
that the Apni Party was sup-
porting me,"” he said—(KNO)

Vote A Sacred Trust That Demands
Genuine Representation: Tarigami

Observer News Service

KULGAM: CPI(M) leader Mo-
hamad Yousuf Tarigami on
Monday stressed that it is of
paramount importance for rep-
resentatives to be honest in ad-
dressing public issues, and said
that a vote is a trust given by
the people.

CPI(M) leader addressed a
series of rallies in the Kulgam
constituency, speaking to gather-
ings in various villages, including
Kokergund, Kangikullah, Khan-
pora, Yamrach, Desan, Hanger, Bi-
hibagh, Chech Hajan, Daderkoot,
Sofipora, and Akipora.

Tarigami said that the as-
sembly is not a place for reli-

gious rituals but a platform to
address the aspirations, issues,
and demands of the people. He
said that the purpose of be-
coming an assembly member
is to create laws that reflect the
interests of the people.

“Today, people need electric-
ity, which is crucial for business
livelihoods and for students to
study. But where is the electric-
ity? We must speak up in the
assembly because the rivers of
Jammu and Kashmir—our riv-
ers—are generating electricity
for other regions, and we need
to demand our fair share so that
the darkness ends, and our stu-
dents get some relief. Yet, elec-
tricity tariffs are rising,” he said.

NGT Issues Notice To
Environment Ministry Over
Pollution In Sindh Nulla

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has sought a
response from the environ-
ment ministry and others in
a matter regarding the al-
leged rampant pollution in
the Sindh nullah in Kashmir's
Ganderbal district.

The green body was hearing
amatter where it had taken suo
motu (on its own) cognisance
of a media report claiming that
the authorities were indiffer-
ent to the growing pollution
problem in the waterbody.

The nullah is a major tribu-
tary of the Jhelum River and
plays an essential role in the
region by contributing to ir-
rigation, hydropower gen-
eration, and supplying drink-
ing water to Srinagar via the
Rangil Water Treatment Plant,
the report said.

In a recent order, a bench
of NGT Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava and expert
member Afroz Ahmad noted
that according to the report,
Sindh nullah was once a pristine
source of fresh water but it had

been heavily polluted due to
unchecked garbage dumping.

"The news item raises sub-
stantial issues relating to com-
pliance with environmental
norms," the tribunal said.

It impleaded as parties or re-
spondents authorities, includ-
ing the Jammu regional office
of the Union Ministry of En-
vironment Forest and Climate
Change, member secretaries of
the Central Pollution Control
Board and Jammu and Kashmir
Pollution Control Committee,
deputy commissioner of Gan-

derbal, and commissioner of
the fisheries department in the
union territory.

"Issue notice to the above
respondents for filing their re-
sponse/reply by way of affida-
vit before the tribunal at least
one week before the next date
of hearing (on December 11),"
the green panel said.

"If any respondent directly
files the reply without rout-
ing it through his advocate
then the said respondent will
remain virtually present to as-
sist the tribunal," it added.

CEO Launches ‘GreenSVEEP’ App To Capture
Plantation Drive During Election

Observer News Service

JAMMU: In a significant stride
towards fostering a culture of
civic responsibility and envi-
ronmental stewardship among
the electorate, Jammu and
Kashmir Election Department
on Monday launched a new
application-‘GreenSVEEP’,  to
capture the plantation drive
2024 that would take place
during the forthcoming Assem-
bly Elections at all the polling
stations of all the 90 assem-
bly constituencies across the
Union Territory.

The application was
launched by Pandurang K Pole,
Chief Electoral Officer, Jammu
and Kashmir UT, in the pres-
ence of Akther Hussain Qazi,
Nodal officer- SVEEP; Sapna
Kotwal, Nodal Officer -Media;
Siddeshwar Bhagat, NIC Scien-
tist; Namisha Abrol, IT Expert
and others.

To promote eco-friendly
practices among voters and
polling officials, and ensure
vibrant and active participa-
tion of the electorate in the up-
coming elections, the office of
the CEO J&K UT has set a target
of planting over 1 lakh plants
across the Union Territory and
‘GreenSVEEP’ app will take this
initiative further.

“It is a Geographic Information

A

System (GIS)-based auto-track-
ing system which would capture
pictures and videos of the plan-
tation done by various forest of-
ficials during the forthcoming
elections,” a statement from the
office of the CEO, J&K UT said.

In addition, various SVEEP
activities at school, colleges
and offices would also be up-
loaded by the respective nodal
officers through this applica-
tion, added the statement.

Additionally, the Block Level
Officers will also ensure that
video and photographs detail-
ing the plantation drives and
ensuring the nine Assured Min-
imum Facilities (AMFs) at all
polling stations are also upload-
ed on the ‘GreenSVEEP’ app.

The CEO also emphasized
on transparency measures for
home voting for the elderly
and Persons with Disabilities

(PwDs) and issued directions
for uploading high-definition
photographs and video on the
‘GreenSVEEP’ app.

It may be mentioned that the
mega plantation drive is a con-
certed effort towards environ-
mental sustainability and com-
munity engagement through
collaborative  efforts  with
locals, youth and volunteers,
along with polling officials.

“The plantation drive is a tes-
tament to our commitment not
only to promote voter aware-
ness and participation but also
to address pressing environ-
mental challenges. By integrat-
ing tree planting activities into
our SVEEP program, we are
leveraging the power of collec-
tive action to create a positive
impact on both the electoral
process and the environment,”
the CEO, J&K UT said.

Training Provided To Prepare Efficient

Human Reso

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: Following the
Election Commission of In-
dia's (ECI) notification for the
General Elections to the Leg-
islative Assembly, the District
Administration Anantnag si-
multaneously initiated prepa-
ration for free, fair and trans-
parent elections.

Under the guidance of Dis-
trict Election Officer (DEO)
Syeed Fakhruddin Hamid, a
series of comprehensive elec-
tion training programs are
currently being held to pre-
pare a pool of efficient human
resources for the hassle free
election process.

These programs constitute
an essential component of the
electoral process designed to
equip election officials, polling
personnel, and other stakehold-
ers with the necessary knowl-
edge and skills to conduct free,
fair, and transparent elections.

Covering a broad spectrum
of topics, these sessions delve
into the technical aspects of
voting procedures and the le-
gal and ethical guidelines that
must be adhered to during the
election process.

More than five thousand
polling staff have been trained
in various aspects of elections
including handling EVMs dur-
ing three rounds of training.

Detailed instructions on set-
ting up polling stations, manag-
ing the voting process, handling
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) and Voter Verified Pa-

urce

per Audit Trails (VVPATs), voter
identification, and vote count-
ing have been issued.

Sectoral and zonal officers
also receive specialized train-
ing to oversee and coordinate
multiple polling stations with-
in designated areas.

This training emphasizes
the importance of route plan-
ning, distribution of election
materials,  troubleshooting,
and addressing issues on elec-
tion day, ensuring logistical
support and quick resolution
of any problems across mul-
tiple polling stations.

The Master Trainer Pro-
gramme is another critical
initiative, aiming to develop a
cadre of master trainers who
can impart election-related
knowledge to others. This pro-
gram involves in-depth train-
ing on all aspects of the elec-
tion process, including legal
provisions, the Model Code of

For Fair Election

Conduct, and the use of tech-
nology in elections.

Training for counting staff
is equally crucial, preparing
them for the meticulous task
of vote counting. This training
covers procedures for count-
ing votes, handling postal
ballots and ensuring trans-
parency and accuracy in the
counting process.

Election training programs
are indispensable for upholding
the democratic process, ensuring
that elections are conducted fair-
ly, and that the results accurately
reflect the will of the people. By
ensuring that all election per-
sonnel operate under the same
guidelines and standards, these
programs reduce the risk of er-
rors or misconduct. Ultimately,
they provide stakeholders with
the knowledge to carry out their
duties transparently, which is
vital for maintaining public con-
fidence in the electoral process.

Congress To Release Manifesto
In Next 3 Days: Karra

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Indian Na-
tional Congress (INC) is all set
to release the party's much
awaited manifesto for the up-
coming assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir within
the next three days.

Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh
Congress Committee (JKPCC)
Chief, Tarig Hameed Karra said
that the manifesto will be re-
leased in the next two three
days.

"The manifesto was being
prepared keeping in view the
Jammu angle as well as the

.,

Kashmir angle,” Karra said,
adding that it will be released
in the next three days.
Pertinently, Congress is the
only party that has not released
the manifesto for the upcoming
assembly elections here.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
released the party manifesto
on last Friday in Jammu—(KNO)

AP’s Muntazir Mohi-Ud-in
Withdraws Papers From

Budgam Seat

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Apni Party candi-
date from Budgam assembly
segment, Muntazir Mohi-Ud-
Din withdrew his nomination
papers on Monday.

Muntazir said that he has
withdrawn his nomination
papers today to give a chance
to the people to opt for the
deserving candidate. "There
are many big names in the
electoral fray from Budgam

constituency, who can play a
big role in the assembly for the
people,” Muntazir said, adding
that thus he had decided to
withdraw his nomination pa-
pers today.

Pertinently, the former chief
minister and National Confer-
ence (NC) Vice President Omar
Abdullah, Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) candidate Aga Syed
Muntazir Mehdi are among the
ten candidates, who are vying
for the seat—(KNO)

Bajaj Allianz Holds Meet

With Advisor Pawan Kotwal

Observer News Service

LADAKH: The Bajaj Allianz
General Insurance Company
with a significant client base
in J&K and Ladakh (UT) had a
meeting with advisor Pawan
Kotwal of ladakh (UT).

For Bajaj Allianz General In-
surance Company, the team
was headed by Aijaz Khan, Ex-
ecutive Vice president and Proj-
ect Head State Insurance Plan .
A wide spectrum of insurance
products and the spread of gen-
eral insurance in the vast region
of Ladakh UT to cater to the re-
quirements of insurance in the
far flung areas of the Ladakh
region was discussed.

Aijaz Khan also discussed
about the various initiatives
already taken by Bajaj allianz
General Insurance Co Ltd in the
J&k (UT) and implementation
of the same for the betterment
of the people of Ladakh.He also
laid the emphasis upon the vi-

sion of IRDAI i.e Insurance for
all by 2047.

Emphasis was laid on to in-
crease penetration of insur-
ance by identifying insurance
gaps, understanding public
needs and UT's growth plan,
designing suitable insurance
solutions ,creating insurance
awareness, engaging with the
UT officials and employment
generation.

Since Ladakh is highly vul-
nerable to natural and anthro-
pogenic hazards and prone to
catastrophic losses , a plan was
suggested by Mr. Aijaz Khan
Head of Bajaj Allianz General
Insurance company to miti-
gate the financial worries of
the people of Ladakh by way of
various insurance products.

The meeting was very fruit-
ful, and the suggestions of the
advisor to LG were noted and
will be taken care of in the
creation of insurance products
specific to Ladakh (UT).

5th Annual Conference Of J&K
Branch Of IADVL Concludes

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The 5th annual con-
ference of the Jammu & Kashmir
branch of Indian Association of
Dermatologists, Venereologists
& Leprologists concluded here at
SKICC in Kashmir.

The IADVL, Cuticon J&K 2024
conference was held in associa-
tion with the department of Der-
matology, Venereology & Leprosy
GMC Srinagar from September
7-8 at SKICC, Srinagar with par-
ticipation of over 150 delegates.

the faculty included both from
the UT of J&K & premier insti-
tutions of India with scientific
program under the theme, "Sci-
entific Strategies and Emerging
Trends in Dermatology,” that was
aptly reflected in the engaging
sessions and discussions taking
place over the two days.

The event was dedicated to
the memory of late Prof. Qazi
Masood Ahmad, who recently
passed away.

The inauguration ceremony
held on the first day was graced
by dignitaries, including National
IADVL President Prof Manjunath
Shenoy (virtually), Prof GH Hajni,
founding head of Department
of Dermatology, GMC Srinagar),
Prof Bhumesh Kumar Katakam,
Honorary Secretary General of
IADVL, Prof Iffat Hassan, Princi-
pal/Dean GMC Srinagar & patron,
Prof Vijay Zawar, immediate past
president IADVL, Dr Kavitha SB,
honorary treasurer IADVL, Dr

Yasmeen Jabeen Bhat, President
IADVL J&K & organising chairper-
son, Dr. Shazia Jeelani, scientific
chairperson, Dr. Shuhaab Ud Din
Bukhari, treasurer.

On this occasion, besides ad-
dress by the dignitaries, the con-
ference souvenir and [ADVL J& K
constitution was released. The
IADVL J&K oration was awarded
to Prof Sheikh Manzoor and life-
time achievement awards to late
Prof Qazi Masood Ahmad & Prof
Bhushan Kumar, Ex HOD PGI
Chandigarh.

The conference, in addition,
featured three IADVL Academy
SIG sessions on NTD, Trichology
& Dermoscopy, hands-on work-
shop on botox , fillers and thread
lifts. Award paper session with 8
entries, free paper session with
14 entries, and 48 e posters were
displayed along with the post-
graduate quiz.

The prizes were distributed to
the winners of the PG quiz (GMC
Jammu on first rank, followed
by GMC Srinagar on second &
SKIMS MC on third), award pa-
pers ( Dr Seerat Fatima, Dr Taiba
Tramboo & Dr Mehak Gupta as
first, second and third, respec-
tively), e poster presentations (
Dr Abrar Pandit, Dr Junaid Fayaz
& Dr Saika Riyaz on first, second
& third ranks).

The conference was held suc-
cessfully and concluded with a
felicitation ceremony, honouring
the esteemed guests, faculty, and
participants—(KNO)
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Serving To Empower

Allianz ()

~
Hospital Bills can Exhaust your Family’s Hard
Earned Life Savings
- \

Bajaj Allianz Family Health Care policy covers you and your family from expenses incurred during hospitalization

along with the added benefits of Health Prime Rider.

Bajaj Allianz Family Health Care's Benefits:

@ In Patient Hospitalization Expenses
Pre & Post Hospitalization Expenses
") Road Ambulance

Day Care Procedures

@ Organ Donor Expenses

@ Sum Insured Reinstatement Benefit

Benefits of Health Prime Rider:

Rider for both Individual & Family Floater Basis**
@ 24*7 Unlimited Tele-Consultation

Investigations Cover

139000+ Doctors

Preventive Health Check-up (45+ Test Parameters at Network Centers)

To know more, contact your J&K Bank’s Relationship Manager

**Based on the variant opted in health plan
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