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We  Are Looking For Journalist/
Management Trainees
This position is part of our management training rotation pro-
gram. The objective is to introduce to potential journalists/man-
agers experience in all major areas of managing a newspaper 
including editorial, advertising sales, circulation sales, distribu-
tion, operations and finance.

Following a month-long training program, journalists should 
understand enough of the operations to be a managing edi-
tor or advertising manager of a newspaper. During this time 
associations should become proficient at running an office, 
recruiting, data mining, Adobe Creative Suite, which includes 
InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop and Premiere.

Interested Candidates Can Apply Today 
hr@kashmirobserver.net

JOBS @

J&K Assembly Elections

279 Candidates File  
Nomination Papers For Phase 1

Omar Takes 
U-turn, To Fight 
From Ganderbal

N
ational Conference 

vice president Omar 

Abdullah will contest 

the Jammu and Kashmir 

assembly elections from the 

Ganderbal segment, the party 

said on Tuesday, in what 

marks a U-turn for the former 

chief minister who had vowed 

to not fight for a seat in the 

legislature of a union territory.

The party released a list 

of 32 candidates which 

included Omar Abdullah for 

the Ganderbal assembly 

seat, a constituency that he 

represented from 2009 to 2014 

when he was the chief minister 

of the NC-Congress coalition 

government. Omar Abdullah 

had dropped hints on Monday 

that he is likely | More on P6

Iltija Mufti Files 
Nomination From 
Bijbehara

I
ltija Mufti, daughter of 

PDP president Mehbooba 

Mufti, on Tuesday became 

the third generation politician 

from the Mufti family to jump 

into electoral fray as she filed 

her nomination from party's 

stronghold Bijbehara assembly 

seat in Jammu and Kashmir.

Accompanied by | More on P6

Many Ex 
Jama'at 
Members 
Also Join Fray

BJP’s New List Of 
Candidates Final

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Despite resentment 
shown by some party leaders 
over selection of candidates 
for the Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly elections, the BJP 
on Tuesday released its re-
vised list of 29 nominees for 
the second and third phase, 
without making any major 
changes except replacing one 
contestant.

With the release of the 
fresh list, the party has so far 
named the candidates for 45 
assembly segments, includ-
ing nine in the Kashmir Valley 
where it has not been able to 
open its account in the past 
assembly elections.

The Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir, which 
has a 90-member assem-
bly, is going to polls in three 
phases on September 18, 25 
and October 1. This will be 
the first assembly elections 
in Jammu and Kashmir after 
it was downgraded to a Union 
Territory in August 2019 with 
its special status under Article 
370 of the Constitution also 
revoked.

The BJP has made one 
change from the now-rescind-
ed list, which was put out on 
Monday, as it has named for-
mer MLA Baldev Raj Sharma 
from Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
seat in place of Rohit Dubey. 
All other names are the same 
for the same set of constitu-
encies, announced yesterday 
before being withdrawn.

The party's latest list has 
10 candidates for the second 
phase of polls | More on P6

Congress Releases 
First List Of 
Candidates
Observer News Service

New Delhi: The Congress on 
Monday issued its first list of 
nine candidates for the three-
phase assembly elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir, field-
ing party general secretary 
Ghulam Ahmad Mir from 
Dooru and former state unit 
chief Vikar Rasool Wani from 
Banihal.

The announcement came 
after the Congress clinched 
a seat-sharing deal with ally 
National Conference (NC).

The NC and the Congress 
agreed to contest 51 and 32 
seats respectively for the as-
sembly polls in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

One seat each has been al-
lotted to the CPI(M) and the 
Jammu and Kashmir National 
Panthers Party (JKNPP), the 
allies announced at a joint 
press conference at NC presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah’s resi-
dence in Srinagar after day-
long negotiations.

They also said there will be 
a “friendly contest” on five 
seats of the Union territory.

Hours after the announce-
ment, the Congress put out a 
list of nine candidates for the 
polls, fielding Mir from Dooru 
and Wani from Banihal.

The party also fielded 
Surinder Singh Channi from 
the Tral seat, Amanullah 
Mantoo from Devsar, Peerzada 
Mohammad Syed from 
Anantnag, Shaikh Zafarullah 
from Inderwal, Nadeem 
Sharief from Bhadarwah, 
Sheikh Riyaz | More on P6

Aga Hassan’s  
Son Joins PDP 
Ahead of Elections
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Aga Syed Muntazir, 
the son of the president of 
Anjuman-e-Sharie Shiayan Aga 
Syed Hassan Al Musavi Safavi, 
Tuesday joined the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 
Budgam. This is seen as a sig-
nificant gain for the PDP in the 
Budgam district assembly seat.

Aga Syed Muntazir was wel-
comed by the party’s president, 
Mehbooba Mufti, at ASH Mall 
Budgam.

Lawyer by profession, Aga 
Muntazir belongs to the influen-
tial Aga family of Budgam and is 
cousin of NC leader and Lok Sabha 
MP Aga Syed Ruhullah Mahdi.

Muntazir's father, Aga Syed 
Hassan al Mosavi al-Safavi is 
a senior Shia leader from the 
Hurriyat faction, once headed by 
Syed Ali Shah Geelani. He is the 
president of Jammu and Kashmir 
Anjuman-e-Sharie Shiayan.

While addressing the gather-
ing,  | More on P6

Disgruntled Leaders 
Rebel, Launch 
Independent Bids
Observer News Service

Srinagar: As assembly elections gain momen-
tum in Jammu and Kashmir, a wave of nomi-
nations and candidate announcements has 
stirred the political arena, with some party 
members breaking ranks to launch indepen-
dent bids. Expressing displeasure over the 
party's decision, two leaders from National 
Conference (NC) have decided to contest the 
upcoming assembly elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir as independent candidates.

The duo include Shabir Ahmad Kullay from 
Shopian and Dr Ghulam Nabi Bhat from Tral.

Shabir Ahmad Kullay said that after fighting 
the last election as an independent candidate, 
NC approached him and promised that he will 
be given a party ticket for the next elections.

During the recent parliamentary elections, 
he parted ways from NC but at that time again, 
he got a promise of a mandate and thus re-
joined the party, he said.

However, he added that since the party 
couldn’t stick to its promise, he has decided to 
fight elections as an independent candidate.

“I have decided to contest as an indepen-
dent candidate and filed my nomination pa-
pers,” he said.

In the 2014 assembly | More on P6

US Diplomats In Kashmir 
Ahead Of Elections

S
everal former members of the banned Jama'at-e-Islami Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday filed nomination papers to contest the Assembly polls in 

the Union Territory as independent candidates. Sugra Barkati, daughter of jailed separatist worker Sarjan Barkati, also filed nomination papers on 

behalf of her father. While Jamaat cannot take part in the elections due to the ban imposed on it by the Union home ministry, it had shown interest in 

participating in the polls during the Lok Sabha elections if the ban were removed. Jamaat has not taken part in any elections after 1987 and had been a part 

of separatist amalgam Hurriyat Conference, which advocated for poll boycotts, from 1993 to 2003. Talat Majeed, former ameer (chief) of Jamaat, filed his 

nomination papers from Pulwama constituency as an independent candidate. Majeed said that after pondering over the changing | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As many as 279 
candidates have filed their 
nomination papers across 24 
Assembly Constituencies (ACs) 
of seven districts of Jammu 
and Kashmir which are going 
to polling in the first phase of 
J&K Assembly Election 2024.

Tuesday was the last day of 
filing nomination papers for 
the first phase of the Assembly 
Election scheduled to be held 
on September 18, 2024.

A statement from the office 
of Chief Electoral Officer de-
tailed the candidates who have 
filed their nominations.

A total of 72 candidates 
have filed their nominations 
in Anantnag district, followed 
by 55 in Pulwama district, 41 
in Doda district, 32 in Kishtwar 
district, 28 in Shopian district, 
28 in Kulgam district, while 23 
candidates have filed nomina-
tions in Ramban district.

In Anantnag, sev-
eral constituencies have 

multiple candidates. The Dooru 
Assembly Segment has 12 can-
didates, including Gh Ahmad 
Mir, who is backed by the 
National Conference-Congress 
alliance. The Kokernag ST 
Assembly Segment has 11 can-
didates, while Anantnag West 
has 14 candidates, including 
Ab Majeed Bhat Larmi of NC 
and Ab Gaffar Sofi of PDP.

The main Anantnag seat 

has 12 candidates, including 
Mehboob Beigh of People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) and 
Peerzada Mohammad Syed 
of Congress. In the Bijbehara-
Srigufwara constituency, three 
candidates are in the fray, in-
cluding Dr Bashir Ahmad Veeri 
of NC, Iltija Mufti of PDP, and 
Sofi Yousuf of BJP. Anantnag 
East (Shangus) has 13 candi-
dates,  | More on P6

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: A three-member 
delegation of US diplomats 
visited Srinagar on Monday 
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir 
after a gap of 10 years. “The 
visit is well within the bound-
aries of the diplomatic outreach 
mechanism of the US State 
Department,” government 
sources said.

 According to the sources, 

the visits are not unusual as 
similar visits with diplomats 
were common in the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir.  
"They get a chance to make on-
ground assessments," he said.

The delegation included 
Minister-Counselor for Political 
Affairs Graham Mayer, First 
Secretary Gary Applegarth, and 
Political Counselor Abhiram 
Ghadyalpatil. They met po-
litical leaders from Kashmir in-
cluding former | More on P6
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Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel 

unit under the name & Style "M/S     Kashmir TravelScape  

Situated at  Shah Complex, Ompora Budgam

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Whereas I, Mr. Younis Khan S/o Mohammad Yousuf Khan  R/o 
Syedabad Ompora, Budgam   intend to apply in the Department 
of Tourism for registration of my proposed travel unit under the 
name & style of M/S Kashmir TravelScape  Situated at  Shah 
Complex, Ompora Budgam  KASHMIR under tourist trade act 
1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas I will submit state subject / Domicile certificate , Quali-
fication Certificate, pan cardr \ Experience Certificate( Minimum 
5years). Police character certificate, Bank statement (minimum 
balance 10000), site plan, Affidavit, Rent deed duly attested 
by sub Registrar, printing material (Latter head / Visiting card ) 
Photograph of the unit (indoor and outdoor) and Two passport 
size photographs to the department of Tourism as per prescribed 
checklist I Prior to Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.
 Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12) 
befre  my case is processed for my registration by the Competent 
Authority, the matter is hereby notified for information of gen-
eral public/ Financial institutions/Bank/ Organisation, etc for 
objection, if any and the same should reach to the Deputy Direc-
tor Tourism Registration(email id; ddtregl23@gmail.com) within 
a period of 7days from the publication of this notice in a leading 
newspaper/newspapers of the valley. No objection beyond a pe-
riod of 7 days shall be entertained.

irfko

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have lost my Passport bearing No. K-6930904 while travelling 
from Srinagar to Budgam. Now i want to apply for its duplicate.
If any body having any objection he/she may contact Passport 
Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no objection will be 
accepted.
MOHD YOUSUF BHAT  
S/o HAJI BAKIR BHAT 
R/o  WAHADATPORA BUDGAM mcb
Cell. 9149818125.

Office Of Advocate 
Mohammad Fayaz   Magray

 Chamber:  Outside District Court Complex 
Budgam Opposite J&K Bank Atm Budgam.

PHONE: +91-7006410057 E-MAIL- fayazanj@gmail.com

IN THE CASE OF:
1. Sarafraz Nawaz Dar S/o Ab Rehman Dar
R/o Arath Tehsil Narbal District Budgam
2. Mohd Ashraf Wani S/o Ab Rahim Wani
R/o Roshanabad (Chayera Gune) Tehsil Magam District 
Budgam

  (Caveators)
Versus

Public At Large
. (Non-Caveator)

IN THE MATTER OF: Caveat Petition in terms of Section 

148-A of C.P.C
The Caveators have reason to believe/apprehension that non-Caveator 
(s) may file a suit/app!ication/petition or any other type of proceedings 
before the Hon'ble High Court, District Courts, Revenue Courts or any oth-
er forum related to a Petrol Pump at Chayera Gune Tehsil Magam District 
Budgam for which stands establish by the caveators consequent permis-
sion granted by the Competent Authority and on the ground of distorted 
facts/misrepresentation and cooked story, may succeed in obtaining 
some relief/order at his back/ex-parte against the caveators and in such 
eventuality, the caveator will be put to an irreparable loss and inconve-
nience. It would be proper that caveators are given opportunity of being 
heard by the Hon'ble Court before passing any other or direction.

fko

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

Office Of The Executive Engineer R&B Division  Budgam
Engineering Complex Budgam PIN No.191111

E-mail:- xenrnbdivbud@gmail.com,Phone-FAX:- 01951-255208

TENDER NOTICE 

E-tendering NIT No:- 44-MDB of 2024-25/5004-15 DATED:- 24-08-2024
 
 

 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders (In Single cover 

system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K 

Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:- 

S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost 
Cost of 

T/Doc. 

Earnest 

money 

CDR/FDR / 

BG 

Time of 

Completion  

(days) 

Class of 

Contracto

r 

Major Head 

of account 

Project Authority 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 
Establishment of Strong Room at 

Govt. Degree College Khansahib. 

Rs.2.12 

 lacs 
Rs.200/- Rs.4240/- 07 days DEE 

UT Capex 

Budget 

2024-25 

District 

Development 

Commissioner 

Budgam 

Position of AAA      = Accorded                      Project Authority:  

Position of TS         = Accorded                      Position of funds:-  = Available/Committed,  

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from 
the departmental website www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date given below:- 

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 24/08/2024 

2. 
Period of downloading of bidding 

documents 
24/08/2024 

3. Bid submission Start Date 24/08/2024 

4. Bid Submission End Date 30/08/2024 upto 4.00 P.M 

5. Date & time of opening of Bids 
30/08/2024 at 4.30 P.M in the office of  Executive 

Engineer  (R&B) Division Budgam 

6. 
Submission of Performance Security 

(PS) 

Within 7days of receipt of LOI. (The bidder has to provide 5% of 

allotted Cost  as Performance Security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG  

which shall subsequently release 2% CDR 

 

No:  EE/MDB/NIT/ 5004-15 

 

DATED:-24- 08-2024 Sd/- 

              Executive Engineer 

       (R&B) Division Budgam, 

DIPK-5183/24
dated: 27-08-2024

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
PW(R&B) Division Chrari-Sharief

Near: Nowhar(Iqbal Abad) Chrar-I-Sharief                 E-mail: xenrnbchrar23@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM

Sub:  Change/Correction of Time of completion & Nomenclature of work.

Ref:   This office E-NIT No. 17/RNB/CHRAR of 2024-25 Dated: 14/08/2024 issued under endorsement no. No. 2071-81 Dated: 
14/08/2024.

   Due to oversight/typographical error in the NIT/BoQ of the work tendered vide above referred NIT, kindly read as follows:
1. Name of Work as ‘Construction of H&WC Building at Darwan Nowgam Chrarisharief’ Instead of ‘Construction of H&WC 
Building at Dalwan Nowgam Chrarisharief’
2. Time of completion as ‘Two working seasons’ instead of ‘150 days’.

 All other terms & conditions shall remain same as per the NIT/B.O.Q advertised earlier.

No:  EE/R&B/CHR/2282-91                               Executive Engineer
DIPK-5191/24  DT:   27-08-2024                                                                      PWD (R&B) Division Chrari-sharief

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
Transmission Line Maintenance Division  II 

Srinagar Pampore.

Subject:  Extension of e-NIT No. TLMD-II/ 03 of 2024-25 
dt:20.07.2024. 

 No: TLMD II/1775                          dt: 23.08.2024

(Extension-III)

Due to the poor response the fresh dates for e-filling of e-NIT 
No.TLMD-II/ 03 of 2024-25 dt:20.07.2024 for the work “for  
Survey, Geological investigations and earth resistivity along the 
132 KV Double Circuit PRTL from Tower No.44 to 47 at Chock Pora 
B.K Pora under the Jurisdiction of TLMD-II Pampore are  hereby 
extended as detailed below:-

Last Date of online filling of e-bids 30.08.2024 upto 04:00 pm
Date of opening of e-bids 31.08.2024 at     04:00 pm

                                                                             Executive Engineer 
 DIPK-NB-1480/24 dated: 27-08-2024    TLMD II Pampore

'Diabetes Complications Affect 

Mental Health And Vice-Versa'
Press Trust Of India

A 
study has 
found a two-
way relation-
ship between 

complications due to 
diabetes, such as heart 
attack and stroke, and 
mental health condi-
tions, like anxiety and 
depression – having any 
of the problems from 
the former group in-
creased the risk of one 
from the latter , and the 
other way round.
Researchers said that 
the two-way link could 
also be “less direct” as 
both — diabetes com-
plications and mental 
health conditions — 
shared multiple risk 
factors, including obe-
sity and problems in 
controlling blood sugar 
levels, which increase 
the chances of develop-
ing both sets of disor-
ders.
“Most likely, a combina-
tion of direct and indi-
rect effects and shared 
risk factors drive the as-
sociation we are seeing,” 
Maya Watanabe, a bio-
statistician at the Har-
vard University’s School 
of Public Health, US, and 
first author of the study 
published in the journal 
Diabetes Care, said.
“Diabetes care providers 
may be able to simulta-
neously prevent the risk 
of multiple complica-
tions by providing inter-

ventions to treat these 
shared risk factors,” 
Watanabe said.
For the study, the re-
searchers examined 
insurance claims made 

from 2001 to 2018 data 
from over five lakh peo-
ple with type 1 or type 2 
diabetes and more than 
3.5 lakh people without 
diabetes.
The authors found that 
people having a chronic 
diabetes complication 
had a two-fold or three-
fold higher risk of devel-
oping a mental health 
condition, while those 
having mental health 
disorders were found to 
be up to 2.5 times more 
likely to experience sus-
tained diabetes compli-
cations.
“We found a consistent 
bidirectional associa-

tion between chronic 
diabetes complications 
and mental health dis-
orders across the life 
span, highlighting the 
important relationship 

between (both sets of 
conditions). Prevention 
and treatment of either 
comorbidity may help 
reduce the risk of de-
veloping the other,” the 
authors wrote.
Further, “in those (of) 
age less than 60 years, 
individuals with type 
1 diabetes were more 
likely to have chronic 
diabetes complications, 
whereas individuals 
with type 2 diabetes 
were more likely to 
have mental health dis-
orders,” they wrote.
A possible reason for 
this bi-directional re-
lationship may be that 

having a diabetes com-
plication or a mental 
health condition has di-
rect effects on develop-
ing the other disorder, 
the researchers said.

“For instance, a stroke 
causes detrimental 
effects on the brain, 
which may directly lead 
to depression,” senior 
author Brian Callaghan, 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at the University of 
Michigan, US, said.
“And having a mental 
health condition and di-
abetes may affect a per-
son’s self-management 
of their condition — like 
poor glycemic control or 
not taking medications 
— which, in turn, may 
increase their risk of di-
abetes complications,” 
Callaghan said.

Diabetes care providers may be able to simultaneously 
prevent the risk of multiple complications by providing 

interventions to treat these shared risk factors
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
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•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 4: 33

ZUHR 12:32

ASR 5: 13

Magrib 7:06

ISHA 8: 30

HIJRI 

CALENDAR

22   Safar

1446

•	 476- German ruler Flavius Odoacer captures Pavia
•	 1521- Belgrade captured by troops of Turkish Sultan 

Suleyman the Magnificent
•	 1542- Turkish-Portuguese War (1538-1557) - Battle 

of Wofla: the Portuguese are scattered, their leader 
Christovão da Gama is captured and afterwards 
executed.

•	 1789- William Herschel discovers Saturn’s moon 
Enceladus

•	 1845- Scientific American magazine publishes its 
first issue.

•	 1849- Venice under Daniele Manin surrenders to 
Austrians under Radetsky, having been under siege 
since July 20 after proclaiming independence

•	 1859- A geomagnetic storm causes the Aurora 
Borealis to shine so brightly that it is seen clearly over 
parts of USA, Europe, and even as far afield as Japan.

•	 1861- Battle of Fort Hatteras,NC
•	 1862- Battle of Thoroughfare Gap, VA
•	 1864- The first Geneva Convention, governing rules 

of warfare, signed by 26 nations.
•	 1884-First known photograph of a tornado is made 

near Howard, SD
•	 1910- Nicholas I, who first assumed power in 1860 

and had his reign interrupted by Turkish rule, again 
proclaims himself king

•	 1916- Germany declares war on Romania
•	 1916- Italy declares war against Germany
•	 1924-Georgian opposition stages the August 

Uprising against the Soviet Union.
•	 1937- Toyota Motors becomes an independent 

company.
•	 1943- Denmark declares a universal strike against 

Nazi occupiers
•	 1964- US weather satellite Nimbus 1 launched
•	 1973-India & Pakistan sign POW accord
•	 1974- Soyuz 15 returns to Earth
•	 1993- Dam breaks in Qinghai West China, 223 killed
•	  1995- Kuwaiti Oil Minister Abdul Mohsen al-

Medej announces that his country will increase its 
oil production capacity to as much as 3.5 million 
barrels per day by 2005

Assembly Elections-2024

DEO Srinagar Interacts With 
Political Representatives, ROs

Integrated Election Control 
Room, MCMC, Media Centre 
Set Up In Srinagar
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In order to ensure a 
smooth, transparent and fair 
electoral process in the Srinagar 
District for conduct of upcoming 
General Elections to Legislative 
Assembly-2024, an Integrated 
Election Control Room, Media 
Certification & Monitoring Com-
mittee (MCMC) and Media Cen-
tre have been established at DC/
DEO Office Srinagar.

The facilities have been set 
up as per the guidelines of the 
Election Commission of India 
(ECI) at the District Level to 

keep close vigil on paid news, 
Pre-certify Political Advertise-
ments and ensure smooth elec-
toral process during the General 
Elections to Legislative Assem-
bly-2024 in Srinagar District.

The MCMC will also provide 
certification after scrutinizing 
Political Advertisements to be 
telecast/ broadcast over TV/ 
Radio Channels/ Audio - Video 
displays/ cinema halls/ Internet 
based media/ Websites includ-

ing Social Media, e-papers & 
Cable Network during General 
Elections. A dedicated email ID 
mcmcsgr@gmail.com has been 
established for the purpose.

Similarly, the Media Cen-
tre is also fully operational 
with the important responsibil-
ity of disseminating real-time 
information related to the elec-
tion process to the public, me-
dia, political parties and other 
stakeholders, ensuring that all 
election-related developments 
are communicated effectively to 
the public.

A 24x7 Integrated Election 

Control Room is also currently 
in operation and is functioning 
round the clock to manage vari-
ous aspects of the electoral pro-
cess and facilitate the electorate 
of the District with the relevant 
information. The Control Room 
is responsive and responding 
to the queries and questions on 
any aspect of electioneering. The 
numbers for the Integrated Con-
trol Room are 1950, +91 194 248 
3651 and +911942471194.

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 

 

ADMISSION NOTICE 
In order to fill up vacancies in the below mentioned programmes, interested candidates who are desirous 

for admission are hereby informed to report to the Office of the Dean Academic Affairs, IUST Campus 

Awantipora on any working day (except on Saturday & Sunday) by or before 06-09-2024 or till the vacancies 

are filled whichever is earlier, alongwith original documents/ copies thereof and requisite fee as mentioned 

in the Prospectus 2024 available on the University website www.iust.ac.in for completion of admission 

formalities. 

Programme (s) Eligibility 

B.Tech. Electrical Engineering Having passed 10+2 from the J&K Board of School 

Education or from any other recognized board with 

Physics, Chemistry & Mathematics as compulsory subjects 

AND Having appeared in JEE Main Paper-I (2024) 

B.Tech Robotics & Automation  Engineering 

B.Tech. Mechanical Engineering 

B. Arch.  

Having passed 10+2 from the J&K Board of School 

Education or from any other recognized board with 

Physics, Chemistry & Mathematics as compulsory subjects 

OR Having passed 10+3 Diploma Examination with 

Mathematics as compulsory subject AND The candidates 

needs to have qualified National Aptitude Test in 

Architecture (NATA)-2024 conducted by Council of 

Architecture OR Having appeared in JEE (Paper-2A) 2024. 

B. Sc. Economics (FYUGP) 
Having passed 10+2 with a minimum of 50% marks from 

the JKBOSE or from any other recognized board. 

B. Sc. Mathematical Sciences (FYUGP) 

Having passed 10+2 with a minimum of 45% marks from 

the JKBOSE or from any other recognized board with 

Mathematics as compulsory subject. 

B. Sc. Physics  (FYUGP) 

Having passed 10+2 with a minimum of 55% marks from 

the JKBOSE or from any other recognized board with 

Physics as compulsory subject.  

B. A Journalism & Mass Communication 

(FYUGP) 

Having passed 10+2 with a minimum of 50% marks from 

the JKBOSE or from any other recognized board. 

B. A. Islamic Studies  (FYUGP) Having passed 10+2 with a minimum of 45% marks from 

the JKBOSE or from any other recognized board. B. A. Arabic Language & Literature (FYUGP) 

The admission shall be based on first come, first served basis. For any further query/ information, the 

candidates may contact on EPABX: 01933-247954/ 247955 EXT: 2086 Email ID: admissions@iust.ac.in 

No: IUST/DAA-Acad/24/1594                                                                                                                         Sd/-                    

Dated: 23-08-2024                                                                                               Assistant Registrar Academics 

DIPK-NB-1479/24 dated: 27-08-2024

Tender Notice along with Complete Tender document outlin-
ing the minimum requirements can be downloaded from and 
BIDs can be submitted on the Banks’ e-Tendering Portal 
https://jkbank.abcprocure.com w.e.f. August 29, 2024, 
16.00 Hrs. Tender Document can also be downloaded from 
Bank’s Official Website www.jkbank.com. Last date for 
submission of Bids is September 19, 2024, 17.00 Hrs. 

e-NIT Ref. JKB/E&ED/Furniture-RHC/2024-1175
Dated:27-08-2024

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India

CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928;

 E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. 
Estates and Engineering Dept

 Corporate Headquarters, Srinagar,
M. A. Road Srinagar, 190 001 J&K 

On Line Open Tender (e-Tender) 
For

Manufacturing  & Supplying of furniture 
items at J&K Bank’s Office Cum

Currency Chest Building at Rail Head 
Complex, Jammu

DIPK-NB-1482/24 dated: 27-08-2024

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Ahead of Nomination filling 
for General Elections to Legislative 
Assembly-2024 in District Srinagar, 
an interactive meeting cum sensitiza-
tion session of Returning Officers of 
all 08 Assembly Constituencies (ACs) 
of District Srinagar and representa-
tives of various Political parties & 
candidates was today held at Meeting 
Hall of DC Office Complex.

The meeting was chaired 
through virtual mode by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, Dr 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, who is also 
the District Election Officer (DEO).

Besides, Additional District 
Development Commissioner, Sri-
nagar, Ghulam Hassan Sheikh, the 
meeting was attended by Return-
ing Officers (ROs) of Assembly seg-
ments of 19-Hazratbal Syed Ahmad 
Kataria, 20-Khanyar Aijaz Ahmad 
Shah, 21-Habba Kadal, Ghulam 
Jeelani Zargar, 22-Lal Chowk Amir 
Choudhary, 23-Chanapora Suhail 
ul Islam, 24-Zadibal Khaild Hussain 
Malik, 25-Eidgah Bashir Ahmad 
Paddar and 26-Central Shalteng Mu-
zamil Maqbool.

While the representatives of 
JKNC, PDP, BJP, J&K Apni Party, 
JKNPP, Aam Aadmi Party and Inde-
pendent Candidates were also pres-
ent in the meeting.

The meeting was held to famil-
iarize Political Parties and Candi-
dates with the ROs of respective 
Assembly Segments and to share 
with them the Office Address and 
Contact details of ROs to facilitate 
them in filing Nomination papers  
General Assembly Elections in the 
District Srinagar being held under 
2nd Phase.

The District Election Officer 
Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat while addressing the meet-
ing virtually, maintained that the 
Administration is committed to 
conduct free, fair and transparent 
elections for General Assembly Elec-
tions 2024 in the District.

He urged the aspiring Candi-
dates to avoid last hour rush for fil-
ing nomination papers and stressed 
on them to go through the updated 
ECI guidelines to submit correct 
nomination papers & affidavits.

On the occasion, ADDC Sri-
nagar sensitized representatives of 
political parties & others regard-

ing ECI guidelines, Model Code of 
Conduct,  proper permission for 
organizing political meetings & ral-
lies, maintaining discipline during 
campaigning, upholding rule of law 
and following provisions of People's 
Representatives Act.

The representatives on the occa-
sion sought updated electoral rolls of 
the District. It was informed that the 
final list shall be shared with them 
after the last date of withdrawal of 
Nomination while the list updated till 
date shall be provided by the office of 
Deputy Election Office on request.

The representatives were in-
formed that facilitation centres have 
been set up in every RO's Offices to 
provide any assistance required by the 
candidate in filing nomination forms.

Similarly, representatives of Po-
litical Parties were informed that to 
facilitate the process of granting per-
mission for organizing any political 
gathering or rally, Chief Planning 
Officer, Srinagar, Fayaz Ahmad 
Dar has been designated as Nodal 
Officer for Permissions. They were 
informed to apply for permission 
48 hours before the scheduled event 
and the permission shall be granted 
on First Come First Serve basis.

Mega Voter Awareness Program Held At Nehru Park

Observer News Service

Srinagar: With an aim to spread 
voter awareness, promote electoral 
literacy and maximize electoral 
participation in upcoming General 
Elections to Legislative Assem-
bly-2024, a mega Voter Awareness 
program under SVEEP (Systematic 
Voters’ Education and Electoral Par-
ticipation) was held at Nehru Park 
in Dal Lake here today.

The Voter Awareness program as 
organized by Returning Officer, 24-Za-

dibal Assembly Constituency, Dr. 
Khalid Hussain Malik aimed to edu-
cate citizens about the importance of 
voting, voter registration processes, 
and electoral participation.

The event drew a diverse crowd, 
including local voters, women, stu-
dents, and teachers, all eager to 
learn and participate.

During the awareness program, 
speakers underscored the vital role 
of every vote in shaping the future 
governance. They encouraged at-
tendees not only to cast their votes 
but also to inspire others in their 

communities to do the same.
With the Assembly Election in 

Srinagar District set for September 
25, 2024, the message was clear that 
active participation of all eligible 
voters is crucial in strengthening 
democratic setup.

The event also served as an edu-
cational platform, particularly for 
youth on various aspects of the elec-
toral process. The active involve-
ment of these groups highlighted the 
community’s dedication to strength-
ening democracy.

From KO Archives

Officer Shifted For 7th 
Time, Goes On Leave
Observer News Service

S
rinagar -  The principal secretary, revenue, 
Sonali Kumar, has proceeded on leave fol-
lowing the recent transfers and postings in 
the state administration.

The high-ranking bureaucrat has been trans-
ferred for the seventh time in the changes an-
nounced yesterday.

During the two-and-a-half year tenure of the 
coalition government, Kumar has been shifted six 
times from her posts.

Before the coalition government^ came to pow-
er, Sonali Kumar had been made the commissioner 
secretary, education, on May 1, 2002.

Soon after the new government took over, she 
was transferred to the technical education depart-
ment as commissioner secretary in November

2003. In February the next year, she was 
transferred to industries and commerce, and four 
months later, in July 2003, to the higher and techni-
cal education department

After serving on that post for one year, she was 
transferred again in July 2004, and made the prin-
cipal secretary of the forest department. The gov-
ernment shifted her again in April 2005, this time 
to the health and medical education department.

Yesterday's revamp, which made her the prin-
cipal secretary of the revenue department, was the 
sixth time she was transferred in 2-and-a-half years.

Fed up with the repeated transfers and post-
ings, Sonali Kumar, has gone on leave in protest, 
sources told the KNS. She has asked the govern-
ment to grant her leave till October.

(Kashmir Observer, August 28, 2000)
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Election 
Sans Boycott

T
he ongoing Assembly elections in Jammu and 

Kashmir are witnessing a notable absence: there 

has been no call for a boycott of the exercise from 

any quarters, just as there wasm’t one during 

the recent parliament election. This marks a significant 

departure from the norm established since the beginning 

of the separatist struggle in 1989.

However, the absence of a boycott call does not guar-

antee a high voter turnout in the Valley elections. The 

reason is that the poll boycott has become a default re-

sponse among a significant section of people, particularly 

in urban areas. It is an over three decade old habit which 

may not go away easily.  In the last election, Kashmir 

Valley polled 50.86 percent votes in the three parliamen-

tary seats — Srinagar, Baramulla, and Anantnag-Rajouri 

Since the early nineties, separatists have championed 

the boycott of elections, although this trend has seen di-

minishing returns over the years. The urban areas still 

witness significant boycotts but the rural areas generally 

experience higher voter turnout.

The question now arises whether people in cities and 

towns will vote in large numbers in the absence of a pub-

lic boycott call. Many may still choose to boycott, but the 

most may not as the current trend suggests.

Election boycotts have often profoundly impacted the 

electoral exercise in the Valley. In case of boycott, even 

a candidate with little political influence could secure 

victory. Over the past three decades, there have been 

numerous instances where candidates with minimal 

support won elections by narrow margins, subsequently 

assuming prominent government positions. 

The ongoing election will be crucial for cities like 

Srinagar, which have consistently boycotted polls since 

1987 Assembly polls which were widely perceived to have 

been rigged.  The city has been in a limbo ever since.   Al-

though there have been unprecedented changes in the 

region in the past five years, such as politicians cam-

paigning deep into Srinagar's interiors, active political 

participation remains elusive. 

But more people are expected  in the Assembly elec-

tion. In recent years, people in the Valley have eagerly 

waited for the restoration of democracy. They have 

looked forward to the assumption of power by an elected 

government, giving them both a sense of involvement 

in decision making and also enabling them to hold the 

rulers accountable, something that is not possible under 

a bureaucratic rule. But a better and a representative 

elected government can only be formed if people partici-

pate in the election in large numbers.  And they should. 

Did you know?

Why First-Time Investors 
Should Start with Mutual 
Funds and SIPs

Irshad Mushtaq 

I
nvesting can feel daunting for newcomers to the finan-
cial markets, but Systematic Investment Plans (SIPs) in 
mutual funds offer a simplified pathway. Here's why this 
method is advantageous:

Professional Management
Mutual funds come with the expertise of seasoned fund 

managers supported by Asset Management Companies 
(AMCs). These professionals make strategic decisions on 
your behalf, mitigating risks compared to picking individ-
ual stocks.

Regulatory Oversight
In India, the Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) regulates mutual funds, ensuring transparency and 
safeguarding investor interests. This oversight provides an 
extra layer of security for your investments.

Guidance from Financial Advisors
A trusted financial advisor can help you select mutual 

funds that align with your risk tolerance and financial goals. 
Advisors assist throughout the process, from fund selection 
to grasping essential investment concepts.

Convenience of Digital Platforms
Investing in mutual funds is now entirely digital, making 

it quick and paperless. This ease of access promotes disci-
plined saving and investing via SIPs.

Gradual Learning Curve
Beginning with SIPs in mutual funds offers a gradual 

introduction to investing principles. Over time, you'll learn 
about profit generation, the significance of compound annu-
al growth rate (CAGR), absolute returns, and more.
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Waqf Amendment Bill, 2024

A Threat to 
Religious Autonomy?

Madiya Mushtaq 

T
he term waqf, in its literal sense, means “to enclose”, “to 
block” or “to fix”. In legal definition, it is the permanent 
dedication of property for pious purposes. Any property, 
whether movable or immovable, that has been perma-

nently devoted for religious, pious, or charitable purposes as rec-
ognized by Islamic law is referred to as waqf property under the 
Waqf Act, 1995. Such property is dedicated by a Muslim person 
or group, and after it is proclaimed waqf, it is thought to be ir-
reversibly and eternally in God's possession, with its profits used 
to support the general welfare or particular religious objectives. 
The Waqf properties are managed by Mutawallis. According to a 
report, the Waqf Board manages 8.7 lakh properties, in around 10 
lakh acres, with a value of around 1 lakh crores.

Why was Waqf Act, 1995 passed?
In response to the increasing demand for a more complete 

and stronger legal framework for the administration of waqf prop-
erties—which, according to Islamic law, are set aside for chari-
table, educational, and religious purposes—the Waqf Act, 1995 
was passed in India. The administration of waqf properties was 
beset by corruption, incompetence, and inefficiency prior to the 
legislation.

The Waqf Act, 1995 was passed with the following main ob-
jectives:   
•	 to offer improved waqf administration and management, 

including for waqf properties and other associated matters.
•	 to create and support the efficient operation of State Waqf 

Boards and the Central Waqf Council, which will also ad-
vise the State and Central Governments about the manage-
ment of waqf.

•	 Shared distribution of power between waqf boards and the 
chief executive officer.

•	 To appoint an executive officer to the Waqfs, whose perfor-
mance is not satisfactory and the income is above 5 lakhs 
or above.

•	 A regulatory/judicial framework related to the disputes of 
Waqf.

•	 To overlook the powers, functions and duties of mutawallis.
•	 The alienations of the Waqf property was made challenging.
•	 To undertake surveys by designating a Survey Commis-

sioner and the number of Additional or Assistant Survey 
Commissioners that the State deems necessary in accor-
dance with Waqf Act, 1995, Chapter II, Section 4. 

•	 to improve the waqf's financial standing for management. 
A mutawalli's board contribution has increased from 6% to 
7%.

•	 to eradicate intrusions from waqf in accordance with Sec-
tion 54 of the statute.

•	 creating the waqf maintenance budget for the upcoming fis-
cal year while overseen directly by the board. 

•	 to keep records and to carry out record inspections.
•	 to achieve national uniformity in the waqf administration 

process.

The Waqf Amendment, 2013:
The management and control of waqf properties in India un-

derwent a number of important modifications brought about by 
the waqf (Amendment) Act, 2013. These are a few of the significant 
changes:

Council of Central Waqf: The Central Waqf Council was created 
by the Act to supervise State Waqf Board operations and provide 
consistency amongst them.

State Waqf Boards: The Act placed a strong emphasis on the 
establishment of State Waqf Boards in order to efficiently man-
age waqf properties at the state level. These boards now have ad-
ditional authority to file lawsuits to stop encroachment and im-
proper usage of waqf properties.

Audit of Waqf Properties: In order to guarantee openness and 
appropriate administration, the amendment required periodical 
audits of waqf properties.

Dispute Resolution: It established a tribunal to handle disputes 
pertaining to waqf properties and offered a procedure for resolv-
ing them.

Management and Accountability: By establishing rules for the 
management of waqf properties and guaranteeing that the monies 
are used for the appropriate purposes, the Act aimed to increase 
the accountability of waqf management.

Transparency procedures: It instituted procedures, such as the 
need to keep public records and make information available to 
the public, to promote transparency in the management of waqf 
properties.

Waqf Amendment Bill, 2022:
Presented in the Indian Parliament, the Waqf (Amendment) 

Bill, 2022, brought about a number of significant updates and im-
provements to the waqf property administration system. The bill 
sought to provide better governance and address a number of con-
cerns pertaining to the administration of waqf properties.

A. Enhancement of the Central Waqf Council (CWC): The bill sug-
gested enhancing the Central Waqf Council's responsibilities 
in order to guarantee better supervision and cooperation be-
tween the Central and State waqf boards. The CWC would be 
able to oversee State waqf boards and guarantee consistency 
in their operations with more authority.
B. Waqf Tribunal: The National Waqf Tribunal was to be estab-
lished under the bill in order to settle disputes about waqf 
properties. In order to address matters involving waqf prop-
erty management and encroachments, this tribunal would act 
as a specialized  authority. 
C. Enhanced Accountability and Transparency: It suggested steps to 
improve accountability and transparency in the administra-
tion of waqf properties, such as mandating frequent reporting 
and financial audits of the operations and financial statements 
of waqf boards. The bill contained clauses pertaining to the up-
keep and updating of public records pertaining to waqf proper-
ties.
D. Management and Administration: By establishing more precise 
rules and regulations for the management of waqf properties, 
the measure sought to simplify the administration of these 
estates. It suggested more stringent guidelines for the selec-
tion of mutawallis, or waqf property managers, and provided a 
clearer description of their duties.
E. Property Development: To ensure that waqf properties are used 
optimally for the welfare of the society and to generate money, 
the bill encouraged the development and use of waqf properties. 
F. Encroachment and Recovery: Mechanisms for reclaiming en-
croached land and property were added in the provisions 
aimed at strengthening the measures against encroachment 
on waqf properties.
G . State Waqf Boards: The bill included improvements to prop-
erty management procedures and enhanced legal authority to 
prosecute infractions in order to enhance the performance  
of State waqf boards. 

By establishing stronger administrative and legal frame-
works, the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2022 sought to address long-
standing problems with the management of waqf holdings and 
enhance the Waqf Act's overall efficacy.

The Waqf Amendment Bill, 2024
 The Waqf Amendment Bill, 2024, poses a significant 

intrusion on the Muslim community's fundamental rights. The 
measure threatens the community's right to administer its reli-
gious and philanthropic assets by consolidating authority over 
waqf properties and weakening the independence of traditional 

Islamic institutions. The Central Waqf Council and the Board of 
Auqaf's religious character is upset by the appointment of non-
Muslim members, which may jeopardize the administration of 
waqf properties in line with Islamic law. In addition, the Collec-
tor's involvement in validating waqf properties along with the 
necessary public notice time for land record updates pose bureau-
cratic obstacles that may cause delays, conflicts, or even the un-
just confiscation of waqf holdings. 

Concerns against the state's excessive involvement in reli-
gious matters are raised by these laws, which violate the com-
munity's right to self-governance and religious freedom. Under 
the pretense of openness and inclusivity, the law runs the risk 
of undermining the waqf, an ancient Islamic institution, and in-
fringing upon the fundamental rights of the Muslim community.

Below mentioned is the comparison between the Waqf Act, 
1995 and the proposed amendment bill, 2024. In the form a chart, 
the changes are detailed and explained:

Conclusion
Concerns over the Waqf Amendment Bill, 2024's potential 

effects on the Muslim community's fundamental rights are war-
ranted because it would significantly alter the way waqf prop-
erties are governed and managed. The bill could jeopardize the 

Central Waqf Council's and the Board of Auqaf's ability to govern 
waqf properties in accordance with Islamic law by allowing non-
Muslim members into historically Islamic organizations. The 
measure also requires a waqf deed to be executed, moves the reg-
istration procedure online, and includes the Collector in the waqf 
property verification process. 

The goal of these modifications is to increase transparency, 
but they run the risk of putting up bureaucratic obstacles that 
slow down the registration process and cause conflicts over prop-
erties that can be mistakenly designated as belonging to the gov-
ernment. Moreover, the waqf boards' autonomy is diminished by 
the centralization of control brought about by the consolidation of 
audit tasks under state-approved panels and the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General of India. This centralization violates the commu-
nity's right to self-governance and religious freedom along with 
the additional bureaucratic restrictions. 

The bill's provisions directly challenge the community's fun-

damental rights and set a worrying precedent for the loss of reli-
gious freedom by upsetting the management of waqf properties 
and undermining the autonomy of religious institutions. As such, 
a thorough reassessment of the bill is necessary to protect and up-
hold the rights and customs of the Muslim community.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s own and do not 
necessarily represent the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 

Sections Current Waqf Act Proposed changes in Waqf Amendment 

Bill, 2024

Explanation of changes

Section 3(r):

Definition of Waqf

“Waqf” means the 

permanent dedication 

by any person of any 

movable or immovable 

property for any purpose 

recognized by Muslim 

law as pious, religious, or 

charitable.

“Waqf” now requires the person to have 

practiced Islam for at least five years and 

have ownership of the property being 

dedicated.

Stricter criteria for who can create a Waqf, 

ensuring the person is a practicing Muslim for 

a significant period and owns the property 

being dedicated.

Section 3(r)(iv): 

Waqf-alal-aulad

Allows the creation of 

Waqf-alal-aulad (en-

dowment for the family) 

under Muslim law.

Income from Waqf-alal-aulad, when suc-

cession fails, must be spent on education, 

welfare, and maintenance of widows, di-

vorced women, and orphans, as prescribed 

by the Central Government.

Provides clarity on the usage of income from 

Waqf-alal-aulad when there is no heir, ensur-

ing it serves social welfare purposes.

Section 3(da): Posi-

tion of Collector

Not present in the cur-

rent Waqf Act

Introduces the position of Collector, who 

will exercise powers previously held by the 

Auqaf Board.

Establishes a new authority (Collector) to 

oversee certain functions, possibly to stream-

line administration and increase government 

oversight.

Section 3A: Condi-

tions for Creating 

Waqf

Not present in the cur-

rent Waqf Act

1. Only a lawful owner can create a Waqf.

 2. Creation of Waqf-alal-aulad must not 

deny inheritance rights of heirs, including 

women.

Ensures that Waqf creation is legally valid 

and protects inheritance rights, particularly 

those of women, aligning with principles of 

justice and equity.

Section 3B: Filing of 

Waqf Details

Not present in the cur-

rent Waqf Act.

Requires all Waqfs registered before 2024 

to file details on a government portal, 

including deed, income, pending cases, etc.

Enhances transparency and accountability by 

mandating the digitization and public avail-

ability of Waqf details through a centralized 

portal.

Section 3C: Wrong-

ful Declaration of 

Waqf

Not present in the cur-

rent Waqf Act

Government property identified or 

declared as Waqf shall not be treated as 

Waqf unless confirmed by the Collector.

Protects government property from being 

wrongfully claimed as Waqf, ensuring due 

process through investigation and reporting 

by the Collector.

Section 3(ka): Waqf 

Asset Management 

System

Not present in the cur-

rent Waqf Act.

Defines a centralized system for Waqf 

registration, accounts, audit, and other 

details, as prescribed by the Central Gov-

ernment.

Introduces a digital system for better man-

agement and oversight of Waqf properties, 

ensuring consistency and ease of access for 

monitoring purposes.

Section 4: Pre-

liminary Survey of 

Auqaf

The State government 

must appoint a Survey 

Commissioner to conduct 

a survey of auqaf in the 

State.

The position of Survey Commissioner 

is replaced by the Collector, who shall 

exercise jurisdiction over the survey of 

auqaf. The definition of Waqf now includes 

‘Aghakhani waqf’ and ‘Bohra waqf’.

Shifts the responsibility from a specialized 

Survey Commissioner to a government-

appointed Collector, potentially centralizing 

authority. Expands the definition to include 

more types of waqf.

Section 5: Publica-

tion of List of Auqaf

After the Survey Com-

missioner’s report is 

examined by the Waqf 

Board, it is forwarded to 

the State government for 

publication in the official 

gazette. The revenue au-

thorities update the land 

records accordingly.

Before updating land revenue records, 

revenue authorities must issue a 90-day 

public notice in two daily newspapers, one 

of which must be in the regional language, 

to allow affected persons an opportunity 

to be heard.

Introduces a mandatory public notice period, 

ensuring transparency and providing an 

opportunity for the public to challenge the 

listing before land records are updated.

Section 6: Disputes 

Regarding Auqaf

Disputes 

regarding whether a 

property is waqf or 

whether it is a Shia or 

Sunni waqf are decided 

by a Tribunal consisting 

of three members (civil 

judge, state civil services 

officer, and an expert in 

Muslim law). The Tribu-

nal’s decision is final, and 

no suit can be instituted 

after one year from the 

publication of the list of 

auqaf.

The decision of the Tribunal 

is not final. A suit can be instituted within 

two years from the publication of the list 

of auqaf, with provisions for filing even 

after two years if sufficient cause is shown. 

Section 40, which allowed the Waqf Board 

to collect information regarding any prop-

erty believed to be waqf, is omitted

Extends the timeframe for challenging the 

Tribunal’s decisions and allows for more flex-

ibility in filing suits. The omission of Section 

40 reduces the Waqf Board’s proactive role in 

identifying waqf properties.

Section 9: Constitu-

tion of Central Waqf 

Council

The Central 

Government appoints 

members, including “at 

least two members to be 

women.”

Only two women members may be 

appointed among the specified list, and 

two non-Muslim members shall also be 

appointed.

Reduces the mandatory inclusion 

of women from “at least two” to “only two,” 

and includes non-Muslim members to ensure 

broader representation

Section 14: Compo-

sition of Board of 

Auqaf

The compo-

sition includes women 

members, with a general 

representation of Muslim 

communities.

Only two women members shall be ap-

pointed, and two non-Muslim members 

will be included. Also, one member each 

from Shia, Sunni, OBC Muslims, and one 

from Bohra and Aghakhani if they have 

functional auqaf in the State.

Reduces the number of women members, 

introduces non-Muslim members, and 

ensures representation from various Muslim 

sects and communities, including Bohra and 

Aghakhani.

Section 36: Regis-

tration of Auqaf

Registration of Auqaf 

was prescribed by the 

regulations provided by 

the Auqaf Board.

No waqf shall be created without the 

execution of a waqf deed. Registration 

must be done through an online portal and 

database. The Collector must inquire into 

the genuineness of the application.

Mandates the execution of a waqf deed for 

registration, introduces an online system for 

transparency, and requires the Collector to 

verify the property’s status before registra-

tion.

Section 47: Audit of 

Accounts of Auqaf

Accounts 

of auqaf are audited by 

an auditor appointed by 

the Auqaf Board, with 

the possibility of being 

audited by the State 

Government.

Auditors must now be from 

a panel prepared by the State Govern-

ment. The Central Government can direct 

an audit by an auditor appointed by the 

Comptroller and Auditor-General of India 

and order the publication of the audit 

report

Enhances the oversight and accountability of 

waqf accounts by involving state-approved 

auditors and allowing the Central Govern-

ment to intervene directly in the audit 

process.

 

The goal of these modifications is to increase transparency, but they run 
the risk of putting up bureaucratic obstacles that slow down the registration 

process and cause conflicts over properties that can be mistakenly designated as 
belonging to the government
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Sustainable Urban Flood Solutions 

The Role of Green Infrastructure in Smart Cities
Dr. Aamir Ishaq Shah

I
n recent years, we have been 
witnessing erratic and un-
foreseen weather activities. 

Intense, short-duration down-
pours are responsible for trigger-
ing frequent urban flash floods. 
The situation has further wors-
ened due to rapid urbanization 
where rainfall is unable to find a 
way to reach the soil matrix. The 
lack of permeable ground surfac-
es, paved roads and streets cause 
the rainwater to accumulate 
and lead to frequent urban flash 
floods. The problem has exacer-
bated since urban runoff carries 
sediments and floating garbage, 
which clogs the stormwater con-
veyance network.

An inundated road after a high 
intensity rainfall

The Government of India in 
2015 started National Smart Cit-
ies Mission with the ambitious 
goal of transforming cities across 
the country into more citizen-
friendly and sustainable envi-
ronments. Srinagar city is also 
being developed on the lines of 
smart city project. The smart 
city project aims to improve the 
living standards by various in-
novative and inclusive solutions. 
However, the ground reality is 
that these projects have largely 
neglected the crucial aspect of 
sustainable urban development. 
Instead, many of these "smart 
cities" are rapidly evolving into 
concrete jungles, where mere 
road paving and sewer instal-
lation fail to meet the compre-
hensive criteria of a truly smart 
and sustainable city. A smart city 
should embody sustainability, 
eco-friendliness and a harmoni-
ous integration with nature. Ad-
dressing the challenges posed by 
rapid urbanization is critical to 
mitigating the occurrence of ur-
ban floods.

Green infrastructure offers a 
sustainable, long-term, econom-
ical, aesthetically pleasing and 
environmentally friendly solu-
tion to urban floods. It mimics 
the natural hydrology of an area, 
captures rainwater where it falls 
and recharges it into groundwa-
ter. The concept of green infra-
structure holds the potential to 
enhance urban sustainability, 
providing long-term flood pre-
vention, rainwater filtration, and 
groundwater recharge. Green 
infrastructure techniques in-
clude green roofs, bioretention 
cells, permeable pavements, 
bioswales, planter boxes, green 

streets and alleys, etc. each of 
which can serve a specific pur-
pose in urban rainwater manage-
ment and beautification.

Green Roofs
Green roofs are a modifica-

tion of traditional roofs which 
consists of placing a waterproof 
membrane overlayered by grow-
ing media where vegetation is 
grown. These roofs absorb the 
rainwater, a part of which is 
used by plants and returned to 
the atmosphere via evapotrans-
piration. They can retain up to 
70-90% of the rainfall that falls 
on them, significantly reducing 
stormwater runoff and thus re-
ducing the strain on sewer sys-
tems during peak flow periods. 
Green roofs mitigate the urban 
heat island effect by providing 
a natural green cover in urban 
areas, thereby moderating the 
temperature of the buildings. Be-
yond these benefits, green roofs 

have been attributed to result in 
improved air quality, noise re-
duction, enhanced biodiversity 
and overall better health and 
wellbeing.

Bioretention Cells
Bioretention cells are the arti-

ficial imitation of an ideal natural 
soil system with comparatively 
higher hydraulic conductivity 
and significant water quality im-
provement potential designed 
for managing urban stormwater. 
They are the most widely adopt-
ed green infrastructure practices 
for managing urban stormwater. 
A typical bioretention cell can 
infiltrate as much as between 85 
to 90% of the annual stormwater 
runoff, replenishing our ground-
water resources. They have been 
found to be very effective in at-
tenuation of peak rates of storm-
water runoff generated by rain-
fall events of varying intensities. 
In addition to reducing runoff, 

bioretention cells are highly ef-
fective in mitigating pollution 
and enhancing groundwater 
recharge. Bioretention cells can 
also be constructed economical-
ly using the locally available ma-
terial and growing native plant 
species. The cost of construction 
varies between Rs. 125 to 250 
per square foot to 335 to 500 per 
square foot (Albert Jarrett, 2022).

Permeable Pavements
Conventional pavements con-

sist of hard concrete surfaces 
that prevent water infiltration, 
leading to the accumulation of 
stormwater and resulting in flash 
floods. Permeable pavements, on 
the other hand, are designed to 
treat, infiltrate, and replenish 
groundwater. Permeable pave-
ments include porous asphalt, 
pervious concrete and perme-
able interlocking concrete pav-
ers. Permeable pavements aim to 
restore the hydrological balance 

of urban paved areas by captur-
ing rainwater and allowing it 
to slowly infiltrate the ground 
instead of flowing into storm-
water drains. The cost of instal-
lation may vary between Rs. 
170- 335 per square feet depend-
ing upon the type of permeable 
pavements installed (Minnesota 
Stormwater Manual).

Bioswales
Bioswales are linear shal-

low landscaped depressions 
designed for the collection, fil-
tration, infiltration and convey-
ance of stormwater. The working 
principle is the same as that of 
bioretention cells, however un-
like bioretention cells which are 
excavated depression, bioswales 
are vegetated channels that treat 
and infiltrate stormwater while 
conveying the same. Bioswales 
are best suited for highways 
and residential road runoff due 
to their linear nature. They are 
aesthetically pleasing than the 
traditional concrete gutters and 
use native plants and soil mix to 
absorb and filter stormwater.

Green Streets and Alleys
Green streets and alleys rep-

resent an excellent and innova-
tive concept of integrating all 
green infrastructure practices in 
the urban infrastructure design 
process. Bioretention cells, bio-
swales, permeable pavements 
and trees can be used together 
to provide different environmen-
tal benefits in an urban ecosys-
tem. The greenery and effective 
drainage in addition to growing 
biodiversity provide an excellent 
space for the local community 
to walk, play and interact. They 
turn uninviting alleys and streets 
into inviting and aesthetically 
pleasing public spaces bustling 
with various recreational activi-
ties.

Prioritizing green infrastruc-
ture not only enhances environ-
mental sustainability but also 
improves the quality of life in 
urban areas. By integrating these 
practices, cities can mitigate en-
vironmental impacts and create 
vibrant, resilient communities 
that thrive amidst urbanization. 
It is a need of hour to embrace 
the concept to create a favorable 
urban living space for our future 
generations.

The author is working as 
Assistant Professor at PG 
Department of Agriculture, 
Khalsa College Amritsar 
(Punjab)

The lack of 
permeable ground 
surfaces, paved 
roads and streets 
cause the rainwater 
to accumulate and 
lead to frequent 
urban flash floods. 
The problem has 
exacerbated since 
urban runoff carries 
sediments and 
floating garbage, 
which clogs the 
stormwater 
conveyance 
network

The Great AI Detection Dilemma
John Nosta

Just who (or what) wrote what? This 
seems to be a prevailing and resonant 

question that seems to be focused on au-
thor over content.

Recent research has uncovered a sig-
nificant challenge in this curious au-
thorship debate of artificial intelligence 
(AI): neither humans nor AI systems are 
consistently able to detect AI-generated 
content in online conversations. This 
finding might have significant implica-
tions for digital communication, online 
trust, and the future of human-AI inter-
action. Or, on the other hand, it might 
just be a wild goose chase that drives a 
wedge between human and AI creativity 
and productivity.

A New Take on the Turing Test
Researchers conducted a novel experi-

ment, expanding on the classic Turing 
test. They presented transcripts of con-
versations between humans and AI to 
both human participants and AI models, 
asking them to determine which was 
which. The results were striking and un-
expected.

Displaced human judges (those read-
ing transcripts) performed no better 
than chance in identifying AI partici-
pants. Even more surprisingly, AI mod-
els like GPT-3.5 and GPT-4, when tasked 
with the same identification, showed 
similarly poor performance. Perhaps 
most intriguingly, the most advanced 
AI conversationalist was more likely to 
be judged as human than actual human 
participants.

Blurring Lines in the Digital Landscape
These findings suggest that as AI lan-

guage models become more sophisti-
cated, the line between human- and 
AI-generated content is becoming in-

creasingly blurred. This has important 
implications for our digital interactions 
and raises important questions about 
the nature of online communication.

As AI systems become more prevalent 
in digital spaces, it may become increas-
ingly difficult to discern whether we're 
interacting with humans or machines. 
This challenge extends beyond mere cu-
riosity—it can strike at the heart of digi-
tal trust. How can we verify the source 
of information or the identity of those 
we're communicating with in an en-
vironment where AI can convincingly 
mimic human discourse?

The Hunt for Reliable Detection Methods
The study also explored various 

methods of AI detection, including sta-
tistical approaches and the use of AI to 
detect other AI. While some methods 
showed promise, they all had signifi-
cant limitations.
► Statistical Approaches: Statisti-

cal methods could identify some 
patterns in AI-generated text but 
struggled with more advanced 
models. As AI language models im-
prove, these statistical signatures 
become increasingly subtle and dif-
ficult to detect reliably.

► AI Detecting AI: AI detectors per-
formed better than chance but 
still made many errors, especially 
with more sophisticated AI-gen-
erated content. This suggests that 
even AI, trained specifically for 
this task, struggles to consistently 
identify its own kind in conversa-
tional settings.

► The Human Element: Interestingly, 
interactive human interrogators 
performed better than those read-
ing transcripts, but they still strug-
gled to consistently identify AI par-
ticipants. This highlights the value 

of direct interaction in detecting AI 
but also underscores the sophistica-
tion of modern AI language models.

Does It Really Matter?
As we grapple with the challenges 

of AI detection, a question emerges: 
Does it really matter? In an increas-
ingly AI-integrated world, the distinc-

tion between human and AI-generated 
content might become less relevant in 
many contexts. Consider how we've 
seamlessly integrated spell-check and 
autocorrect into our writing process—
we rarely pause to consider whether a 
correctly spelled word is the result of 
human knowledge or technological as-
sistance. Similarly, as AI becomes more 

deeply woven into our digital interac-
tions, we might find ourselves focusing 
less on the origin of the content and 
more on its value and relevance.

This perspective doesn't negate the 
importance of transparency in high-
stakes situations, but it does suggest that 
in many everyday interactions, the pur-
suit of distinguishing between human 
and AI contributions might be unneces-
sary or even counterproductive. Instead 
of "chasing the author," we might be 
better served by developing frameworks 
to evaluate the quality, ethics, and im-
pact of digital content, regardless of its 
origin. This shift in focus could lead to 
more productive discussions about how 
we can harness the combined poten-
tial of human and artificial intelligence 
to enhance our digital experiences and 
decision-making processes.

Embracing Complexity
The difficulty in distinguishing be-

tween human and AI communication 
underscores the remarkable progress 
in AI technology. However, it also high-
lights the complex challenges we face in 
an increasingly AI-integrated world. To-
day, and into the future, it will be crucial 
to approach these challenges with nu-
ance, balancing the potential benefits of 
AI with the need for transparency, trust, 
and human-centered design in our digi-
tal ecosystems.

In the end, this research doesn't just 
reveal our limitations in detecting AI—it 
opens up new questions about the na-
ture of communication, intelligence, and 
what it means to be human in a world 
where machines can convincingly mimic 
our most distinctive trait: the ability to 
converse.

The article was originally published by 
Psychology Today 
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One Rupee A Minute AI Voice Bots Help 
Indian Startups Compete With OpenAI
KO Web Desk

New Delhi: Earlier this month, 
executives from Alphabet Inc.'s 
Google DeepMind, Microsoft 
Corp. and Meta Platforms 
Inc. joined tech founders in 
Bangalore to watch one of 
India's top AI startups unveil a 
new product that might change 
how the world's most populous 
country uses the technology.

Sarvam AI, often described 
as India's OpenAI, introduced 
software for businesses that can 
interact with customers using 
spoken voice rather than just 
text. The technology was devel-
oped with data from 10 native 
Indian languages and priced at 
a rupee per minute to capture 
the market. In a video at the 
event, Vinod Khosla, a billion-
aire venture capitalist and in-
vestor in Sarvam, said, "These 
voice bots have the potential to 
reach a billion people."

India has tried to keep pace 
with the global artificial intel-
ligence frenzy in the nearly two 
years since ChatGPT launched, 
but chatbots have often been 
limited by a lack of data on 
many of the country's languag-
es. Many who live in big cities 
can type prompts to a chatbot 
in English, but most of India 

lacks the language skills to do 
so. Now, a growing number of 
startups are betting that voice 
bots built with local language 
data can reach a wider swath of 
India and perhaps even appeal 
to users in other countries.

In the process, these startups 
may turn India into a proving 
ground for what could be the 
next frontier of generative AI 
products, albeit one that has 
raised some safety concerns in 
other markets. By incorporating 
AI voice features, tech compa-
nies hope to create more dy-
namic, conversational services 
that can respond to users ver-
bally in real time and automate 
certain tasks. In India, that's al-
ready playing out across a wide 
range of consumer and business 

applications.
Samsung-backed Gnani AI 

does millions of voice conver-
sations daily for India's largest 
banks, insurers and car com-
panies. CoRover AI offers voice 
bots in 14 Indian languages 
to the state-owned railway 
corporation and a regional 
police force. And Haloocom 
Technologies' voice bot can 
speak in five Indian languages to 
handle customer service tasks 
and help screen job candidates.

"The world went from digital 
first to mobile first to AI first, 
but voice is the most intuitive 
way to use technology," said 
Ankush Sabharwal, co-founder 
and chief executive officer of 
CoRover.

CoRover's Ask Disha voice 

bot went live this month for 
India's train booking company, 
IRCTC. The bot can book train 
tickets and complete payments 
on a customer's behalf solely 
via voice. The country needs AI 
agents that can perform tasks, 
not just provide information, 
Sabharwal said.

Gnani offers a bot to help 
lenders converse with potential 
customers to figure out their fi-
nancial needs, collect personal 
information and determine 
their eligibility for loans. The 
startup also works with one of 
India's largest carmakers, Tata 
Motors Ltd., to get feedback 
for the latest car models and 
sell extended warranties and 
accessories.

Sarvam's voice bots can 
handle mixed-language con-
versations and take actions for 
customers, such as setting up 
appointments and facilitat-
ing payments. The company 
has about 50 clients, including 
Sri Mandir, a devotional app 
that has more than 10 million 
downloads on the Android Play 
Store. Using Sarvam's voice 
software, Sri Mandir's app can 
guide people toward specific 
rituals at different temples and 
how to ask for various types of 
blessings.

"Try throwing GPT-4 or 
Claude at Sri Mandir. I can 
guarantee it won't work," said 
Vivek Raghavan, co-founder 
of Sarvam, alluding to cutting-
edge AI models from OpenAI 
and Anthropic. The US com-
panies do not have access to 
enough spoken Indian language 
data, he said, including accents 
that vary from region to region.

Some leading AI companies 
in the US, including OpenAI, 
have developed technology that 
can generate convincing voices 
but have slow-walked bringing 
it to market. OpenAI recently 
warned that users could be-
come emotionally reliant on 
its voice product and also said 
it had taken steps to prevent 
impersonations and generating 
copyrighted audio. The startup 
has begun rolling out new voice 
features to a limited number of 
users after a delay.

Despite the concerns, India's 
AI startups are optimistic about 
the technology. "AI made for 
specific use cases, languages 
and audiences is more accurate, 
less expensive to run and has 
vastly reduced hallucinations," 
said Ganesh Gopalan, co-found-
er and CEO of Gnani, using a 
term that refers to AI systems 
fabricating facts.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

BJP’s New List
and 19 for the third phase.
The BJP has so far not named its 

nominee for Nowshera, which was 
represented in 2014 by its current 
state president Ravinder Raina, and 
Gandhinagar, from where its another 
senior leader and former deputy chief 
minister Kavinder Gupta was elected 
in the last polls.

The party fielded Devender Singh 
Rana from his strong pocket borough 
Nagrota and named Satish Sharma as 
its candidate from Billawar, which was 
represented by former deputy chief 
minister Nirmal Singh in the last as-
sembly polls held in 2014.

Rana, who has won the 2014 elec-
tions from Nagrota on the National 
Conference ticket before joining the 
BJP three years back, is an easily ame-
nable humble popular mass leader 
with a pan J&K presence and has nur-
tured and developed Nagrota constitu-
ency very well and is acceptable to all 
sections of society, a party leader said.

The BJP has reposed faith in for-
mer minister Chandra Prakash Ganga 
from Vijapur, former MLAs Pawan 
Gupta (Udhampur West), Jeevan Lal 
(Bani), Rajeev Sharma (Chhamb), Rajiv 
Jasrotia (Jasrota), Gharu Ram Bhagat 
(Suchetgarh –SC ) and Devinder Kumar 
Maniyal (Ramgarh-SC).

Sunil Bhardwaj was given the tick-
et from Ramnagar SC replacing for-
mer MLA R S Pathania, Ashok Bhat 
(Habbakadal in Srinagar), Kuldeep 
Raj Dubey (Reasi) after dropping 
former MLA Ajay Nanda, Thakur 
Randhir Singh (Kalakote Sunderbani) 
who replaced former minister Abdul 
Gani Kohli, Vijay Kumar Sharma 
(Hiranagar), Darshan Singh (Basohli) 
and Mohammad Akram Choudhary 
(Gulabgarh-ST).

The BJP fielded senior leader and na-
tional secretary Narinder Singh Raina 
from R S Pura-Jammu south, party vice 
president Yudhvir Sethi (Jammu East) 
and Arvind Gupta from Jammu West, 
dropping former minister Sat Paul 
Sharma.

Former minister Sham Lal Sharma, 
who joined the BJP after leaving the 
Congress in March 2019, was fielded 
from Jammu North while former min-
ister Surjit Singh Slathia, who joined 
the BJP in October 2021, got a ticket 
from Samba.

A two-time MLA and former min-
ister Chowdhary Zulfikar Ali, who 
recently joined the BJP after leav-
ing the Apni Party, will contest from 
Budhal (ST) constituency, former 
MLA Balwant Singh Mankotia, who 
joined the BJP in September 2022, was 
fielded from Chenani, former minister 
Syed Mushtaq Ahmad Bukhari, who 
joined the BJP in February this year, 
was fielded from his stronghold of 
Surankote.

Mohd Iqbal Malik, who is a state ex-
ecutive member of the party and co-
incharge minority morcha after join-
ing the BJP in July 2019, was named the 
party’s candidate from Thanamandi, 
while three more new entrants into 
the party fold – former SSP Mohan Lal 
Bhagat, former MLC Murtaza Khan, 
Choudhary Abdul Gani – were fielded 
from Akhnoor-SC, Mendhar-ST and 
Poonch-haveli, respectively.

Meanwhile, a group of women BJP 
workers from the Ramnagar constitu-
ency staged a protest outside the party 
headquarters in Jammu, voicing their 
resentment against the party leader-
ship for ignoring the women leaders 
while selecting the candidates.

The BJP has only fielded one 

woman candidate from the Kishtwar 
constituency.

“We want a woman candidate in 
our constituency,” said a party worker, 
criticising the leaders for not opening 
the doors to hear them.

279 Candidates File
including former Minister Ab 

Rahman Veeri of PDP and Riyaz Ahmad 
Khan of NC. The Pahalgam seat has six 
candidates, including Altaf Ahmad 
Kaloo of NC, Syed Shabir Siddiqui of 
PDP, and Rafi Mir of Apni Party.

In Pulwama district, there are 14 
candidates for the Pulwama constitu-
ency, including Waheed Ur Rehman 
Para of PDP and Mohammad Khalil 
Bandh of NC. The Rajpora constitu-
ency has 12 candidates, including Gh 
Mohiudin Mir of NC, Syed Bashir of 
PDP, and Gh Nabi Niloora of DPAP. The 
Tral constituency has 13 candidates, 
including Channi Singh of the NC-
Congress alliance, Mohammad Rafiq 
Naik of PDP, and independent Dr Gh 
Nabi Bhat. Pampore has 16 candidates, 
including Justice Husnain Masoodi of 
NC and Zahoor Ahmad Mir of PDP.

In Kulgam district, the D H Pora 
constituency has six candidates, in-
cluding representatives from NC, PDP, 
Apni Party, and Janta Dal (United). 
The Kulgam constituency has 11 can-
didates, including four independents 
and representatives from various 
political parties such as the People’s 
Conference (PC), CPI(M), PDP, and oth-
ers. In Devsar, several candidates have 
filed their nominations, including in-
dependents and representatives from 
PDP, NC, Congress, and Apni Party.

In Shopian district, the Shopian con-
stituency has 13 candidates, including 
Yawar Banday of PDP, Shabir Kullay as 
an independent, and Sheikh Rafi of 
NC. The Zainapora constituency has 15 
candidates, including Showkat Ganie 
of NC, Gh Mohiudin Wani of PDP, and 
independents Aijaz Mir and Sarjan 
Barkati.

In Jammu division, for the three ACs 
in Kishtwar district, a total of 13 can-
didates have filed nomination from 
Inderwal AC; 11 candidates have filed 
nomination from Kishtwar AC; while 8 
candidates have filed nomination from 
Padder-Nagseni AC.

In the three ACs in Doda district, 16 
candidates have filed nomination from 
Bhadarwah AC; 16 candidates have 
filed nomination from Doda AC; while 
9 candidates have filed nomination 
from Doda West AC.

For the two ACs in Ramban district, 
a total of 13 candidates have filed 
nomination from Ramban AC; while 
10 candidates have filed nomination 
from Banihal AC.

In Kashmir division, for the four ACs 
in Pulwama district, 16 candidates 
have filed nomination from Pampore 
AC; candidates have filed nomination 
from Tral AC; 14 candidates have filed 
nomination from Pulwama AC; while 
12 candidates have filed nomination 
from Rajpora AC.

It may be mentioned that more than 
23.27 lakh voters which include11.76 
lakh male voters and 11.51 lakh fe-
male voters and  60 Third Gender 
Electors are eligible to exercise their 
electoral franchise during the Phase-I 
of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly 
Election, scheduled to be held on 18 
September 2024.  5.66 lakh youth vot-
ers are also eligible for voting.

The notification for the Phase-I was 
issued on 20 August, 2024 and the 
last date for filing the nominations for 
Phase-I was 27 August, 2024 till 3:00 

pm.
The nomination papers will be scru-

tinised by the respective Returning 
Officers on 28 August, 2024, while the 
candidates can withdraw their nomi-
nation paper by or before 30 August, 
2024 upto 3:00 pm in the office of 
Returning Officer. Thereafter, validly 
nominated candidates will be in the 
electoral fray.

Omar Takes
to reconsider his decision of not 

contesting the polls.

Speaking to media after the NC and 
Congress announced their seat-shar-
ing arrangement on Monday, Omar 
Abdullah said he does not want to 
send out a “wrong signal” by asking 
his party colleagues to contest and the 
people to cast their votes for an as-
sembly “that I may be suggesting that 
I look down upon”.

“I am conscious of one thing which 
I had not thought over fully, which is 
my mistake. If I was not ready to con-
test an election for an assembly, how 
can I get the people ready to vote for 
that assembly?

“How can I hope that my colleagues 
will seek votes for an assembly which I 
am not ready to accept or may be sug-
gesting that I look down upon? It has 
put a pressure on me and I do not want 
to give a wrong signal to the people,” 
he said.

Moreover, Mian Mehar Ali will 
contest the polls from Kangan (ST) 
while Salam Ali Sagar will contest 
from Hazratbal, Ali Mohammad Sagar 
from Khanyar, Shameema Firdous 
from Habba Kadal, Ahsan Pardesi 
from Lal Chowk, Mushtaq Guroo from 
Chanapora, Tanvir Sadiq from Zadibal, 
Mubarak Gull from Eidgah, Saif-ud-
Din Bhat from Khan Sahib, Abdul 
Raheem Rather from Charar-e-Sharif, 
Ali Mohammad Dar from Chadoora, 
Er Khursheed from Gulab Garh (ST),  
Yashu Vardhan Singh from Kalakote/
Sunderbani, Surinder Chowdary 
from Nowshera,  Javid Chowdary 
from Budhal (ST), Ajaz Ahmad Khan 
from Poonch Haveli, Javid Rana from 
Mendhar (ST), Javid Mirchal from 
Karnah, Mir Saif ullah from Trehgam, 
Nasir Aslam Wani (Sogam) from 
Kupwara, Qaiser Jamsheed Lone from 
Lolab, Chowdary Mohamad Ramzan 
from Handwara, Irshad Rasool Kar 
from Sopore, Javid Ahmad Dar from 
Rafiabad, Dr. Sajad Shafi Uri from Uri, 
Javid Hussain Beigh from Baramulla, 
Farooq Ahmad Shah from Tangmarg, 
Javid Reyaz Bedar from Pattan, Hilal 
Akbar Lone from Sonawari, Nazir 
Ahmad Gurezi from Gurez(ST) and 
Ajay Kumar Sadhotra from Jammu 
North.

Pertinently, NC is contesting from 51 
seats while Congress will field candi-
dates from 32 seats. Besides, there will 
friendly contest on five seats while 
one each has been given to CPI (M) and 
Panthers Party—(KNO)

Iltija Mufti Files
her mother Mehbooba Mufti and 

hundreds of supporters, Iltija Mufti 
filed her papers before the returning 
officer for Bijbehara assembly seat 
which has been represented by fam-
ily loyalist Abdul Rehman Veeri for the 
past four consecutive terms.

Talking to reporters after filing her 
nomination, Iltija Mufti said she will 
raise “injustice and harassment met-
ed out to people of Kashmir” in the 
assembly.

“I have always stood by truth and 
will continue to do it,” she added.

Iltija Mufti said it was a very emo-
tional moment for her as her mother 
and grandfather Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed had also taken their first elec-
toral plunges from Bijbehara seat. 
While Sayeed had won from this south 
Kashmir seat in 1962, Mehbooba Mufti 
made her electoral debut from this 
seat in 1996 with a win.

Iltija Mufti thanked the party lead-
ership for fielding her from Bijbehara 
seat in the three-phase assembly polls.

She visited the grave of Sayeed be-
fore filing her nomination papers. “I 
could feel his soul was with me,” she 
added.

Congress Releases
from Doda and Pradeep Kumar 

Bhagat from Doda West.
The first phase of the assembly 

elections in Jammu and Kashmir will 
be held on September 18, the second 
on September 25 and the third on 
October 1. The counting of votes will 
be undertaken on October 4.

Many Ex Jama’at 
Members

geo-political scenario since 2008, he 
felt the need to shun some of the past 
“rigidities”.

“In view of the prevalent geo-polit-
ical scenario, I felt that time had come 
for us to take part in the political pro-
cess. I have been expressing my views 
since 2014 very openly and I am tak-
ing that agenda forward even today,” 
he said.

Majeed said organisations like 
Jamaat and Hurriyat Conference have 
a role to play in the current political 
scenario.

“We cannot ignore the situation 
globally when we talk about the situ-
ation in Kashmir. As Kashmiris, we 
should live in the present and look to-
wards a (better) future,” he added.

Sayar Ahmad Reshi, another former 
Jamaat leader, is also contesting the 
elections from the Kulgam Assembly 
seat.

Reshi appealed to the people to vote 
according to their conscience.

“It is up to Allah to bless or disgrace 
a person... but I will appeal to people 
to vote as per their conscience,” he 
said, adding “we will launch a historic 
movement for reforms”.

Reshi, while admitting that the 
youth have been weaned away from 
violence by introducing them to 
sports, said the youngsters need jobs.

“There is no doubt that the youth 
have been given bats but it will not 
fill their stomach. There is unemploy-
ment and killings are going on. Elderly 
people have to run from pillar to post 
just for a meagre old age pension of Rs 
1,000 to Rs 2,000. We will work for so-
cial justice,” he added.

Sarjan Barkati, who shot to promi-
nence during the turmoil which 
erupted following the killing of Hizbul 
Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani 
in 2016, will be contesting from the 
Shopian district.

His daughter -- Sugra Barkati -- 
filed the nomination papers on behalf 
of her father, who is in jail on terror 
charges.

Assembly polls are being held in 
Jammu and Kashmir for the first time 
since the abrogation of Article 370 in 
2019. The polls --“ the first in 10 years 
--“ will be held in three phases with 
the first phase of polling on September 
18, followed by September 25 and 
October 1. The counting of votes will 
be done on October 4.

Aga Hassan’s Son
Mehbooba Mufti stated, “The 

People’s Democratic Party is commit-
ted to carrying forward the vision of 
the late Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, 
and the party remains dedicated to the 

mission set by him.”

US Diplomats
chief minister Omar Abdullah as well 

as former mayor of Srinagar Junaid 
Azim Mattu.

Mayer last visited the Valley in August 
2023 and had called on Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhawan in 
Srinagar.

Government sources said the visit is 
part of a diplomatic outreach to meet 
all parties and get a chance to assess 
the situation ahead of polls in the for-
mer state.

Quoting sources NDTV reported 
that, “the presence of CIA station head 
Graham Mayer in Srinagar is an indi-
cation that US is observing elections 
minutely, especially in backdrop of 
US interests in Pakistan and recent 
reports of Chinese inroads in Ladakh.”

 An official said that the US and India 
have increased coordination to ensure 
security in Ladakh. According to him, 
Mr Mayer had also visited Srinagar in 
2023 and met Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha. Interestingly, the visit 
comes at a time when terror attacks in 
the Valley have increased.

“India has been insisting that terror 
is being exported from Pakistan and 
weapons are being smuggled from 
Afghanistan. The recovered weapons 
bear clear US markings. So there is am-
ple proof to establish a connection,” an 
official said.

 National Conference Chief 
Spokesperson Tanvir Sadiq said that 
the delegation’s discussions addressed 
a wide range of issues concerning 
Jammu and Kashmir and the broader 
region. Former chief minister Omar 
Abdullah also raised the recent travel 
advisory issued by the US for the re-
gion. In July, US had asked its nation-
als not to travel to Manipur, Jammu 
and Kashmir, the India-Pakistan bor-
der, and parts of central and eastern 
parts of the country where Maoists are 
active.

  “Some areas have increased risk. 
Do not travel to the union territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir (except the east-
ern Ladakh region and its capital Leh) 
due to terrorism and civil unrest,” the 
advisory said.

 The US is among several countries 
that have issued travel advisories, ask-
ing their citizens not to visit Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Disgruntled Leaders
elections, Shabir Kulay, who fought 

as an independent candidate secured 
around 12,000 votes while the NC can-
didate Rafi Ahmad got approximately 
5,000 votes.

Meanwhile, the political analysts 
believe that Shabir Kullay’s fighting 
elections as independent could poten-
tially benefit other parties, especially 
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).

NC Constituency Incharge Tral, Dr 
Ghulam Nabi Bhat said that he will 
fight elections as an independent can-
didate but added that he is not going 
to resign from the party.

“This is our party as we have given 
so many sacrifices for it but will fight 
elections against the decision of the 
party,” he said.

Similarly, Democratic Progressive 
Azad Party (DPAP) vice president 

Ghulam Mohammad Saroori, who was 
denied ticket by the party, on Tuesday 
filed his nomination as an indepen-
dent candidate from Inderwal seat in 
Kishtwar district and said he could not 
ignore the people’s demand to contest 
the assembly elections.

The former minister, however, ruled 
out any differences with DPAP chief 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, affirming that 
Azad would remain his leader.

While the DPAP released its first 
list of 13 candidates for the upcom-
ing assembly elections on Sunday, the 
names of Azad’s loyalists, Saroori and 
Jugal Kishore Sharma, were missing.

“I have filed nomination papers as 
an independent candidate from the 
Inderwal constituency. We have been 
working for the people of this region 
and will continue to do so. I acted on 
the decision of the people of Inderwal 
and could not ignore their demand,” 
Saroori told reporters in Kishtwar.

Saroori, who has represented the 
Inderwal seat for four terms, empha-
sized that he had no differences with 
the party or its leader over the denial 
of the ticket.

“I have no differences with Azad. 
He is my leader. I was compelled by 
the people to contest elections from 
Inderwal. They have assured me that 
we will win this election. I contested 
elections in 2002, 2008, and 2014 and 
won each time, thanks to the support 
of these people,” he said.

The DPAP leader said the people of 
the constituency urged him to con-
test as an independent candidate. “I 
am ready to contest. The mandate be-
longs to the people, not anyone else,” 
he said.

Saroori lost his deposit in the 2024 
parliamentary elections from Kathua-
Udhampur seat, which was won for 
the third time by Union Minister 
Jitendra Singh.

He served as a three-time MLA from 
the Inderwal constituency from 2002 
to 2018. In 2008, he was appointed 
as the minister of state for tourism, 
forests, school education, social wel-
fare, and consumer affairs & public 
distribution.

Saroori was previously associated 
with the Congress for a long time but 
resigned along with Azad in August 
2022.

When asked if he intends to re-
sign from DPAP, he said, “Azad is my 
leader and will continue to remain my 
leader.”

Saroori emphasized that his focus 
will be on ensuring employment for 
uneducated youth, eradicating the 
menace of drug addiction, and ensur-
ing peace and normalcy in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

A prominent BJP youth leader quit 
the party on Tuesday and filed nomi-
nation papers as an independent 
candidate from Kishtwar’s Padder-
Nagseni seat where the BJP has fielded 
its General Secretary and former state 
minister Sunil Sharma.

He accused Sharma, a former MLA 
from the Kishtwar constituency, of 
shifting to the safer seat to main-
tain his upmanship in the district, 
and making it easy for the National 
Conference leader former minister 
Sajjad Ahmad Kitchloo to win the seats 
without a real fight.

Padder-Nagseni and Kishtwar are 
among the 24 constituencies spread 
across south Kashmir and Chenab 
valley which are going to polls in the 
first of the three-phased elections on 
September 18. Tuesday was the final 
day for filing of nomination papers.

Court Convicts Man For 
Winking At Woman, 
Holding Her Hand
Press Trust Of India

Mumbai: A court here has 
convicted a 22-year-old man 
for outraging the modesty of a 
woman by winking at her and 
holding her hand but refused 
to impose any sentence on 
him considering his age and 
the fact that he has no criminal 
antecedents.

Magistrate Aarti Kulkarni 
observed that while the of-
fence committed by the ac-
cused, Mohammed Kaif Fakir, 
deserves a sentence not less 
than life imprisonment, con-
sidering his age and the fact 
that he has no criminal ante-
cedents, he should be given the 
benefit of probation.

The order was passed on 
August 22.

The court said it couldn't 
ignore the mental agony and 
harassment the woman under-
went, but imposing a sentence 
on the accused would affect his 
future and his image in society.

The court convicted Fakir 
under section 354 (outraging 
the modesty of a woman) of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The court ordered that Fakir 
be released after furnishing a 
bond of Rs 15,000 and direct-
ed him to appear before the 

probation officer as and when 
called.

As per the complaint lodged 
at Byculla police station in 
south Mumbai in April 2022, 
the woman had ordered gro-
ceries from a local shop, and 
the accused, who worked at 
the establishment, came to her 
house to deliver the same.

The accused asked the wom-
an for a glass of water, and 
when she was handing it over, 
he allegedly touched her hand 
inappropriately and winked at 
her.

He touched her hand the 
second time while hand-
ing over the bag of groceries 
and again winked at her, she 
alleged.

When the woman raised an 
alarm, the accused ran away. 
The woman then told her hus-
band about the incident, and 
they lodged a police complaint.

The accused claimed that he 
had touched the woman's hand 
by mistake and had no inten-
tion to outrage her modesty.

The court held that although 
only the victim and the ac-
cused were present at the time 
of the incident, the evidence 
and the woman's statement 
were strong enough to prove 
the accused's complicity.
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Authorities Set Up 
Helpdesk To Reach Out To 
Kashmiri Migrant Voters

STANDARDIZATION BOOST

BIS Director General Chairs 2-Day 
Review Meeting In Srinagar

Systematic Voters’ Education & Electoral 
Participation Programme Held

Court Convicts Doctor For 
RTI Application Personation
Likely To Award Sentence Today

M Ahmad

SRINAGAR: A court here on 
Tuesday held a medical officer 
from Indian Systems of Medi-
cine (ISM) guilty on charges 
of cheating by personation by 
filing an application under RTI 
Act in the name of another 
person and using the same be-
ing a “forged” document to be 
genuine.

 “The prosecution has proved 
its case beyond any reasonable 
doubt to the extent that the ac-
cused had cheated the officials 
of department of ISM by pre-
tending to be Muzafar Ahmad 
Ganaie by filing an RTI applica-
tion in his name and thereby 
using a forged document as 
genuine,” 2nd Additional Mun-
siff, Ahtzaz Ahmed, said while 
convicting Dr Zahoor Ahmad 
Tantray of Kupwara for offences 
punishable in terms of RPC sec-
tions of 419 (cheating by person-
ation) and 471 (using genuine as 
genuine a forged document).

The court has posted the case 
on Wednesday for hearing the 
arguments on the quantum of 
sentence to be imposed upon 
the accused.

The case was filed on 30-10-
2013 on the basis a communi-
cation received from the then 
Director, Indian Systems of 
Medicine, stating that the ac-
cused, putting up in a rented  
accommodation in Bemina 
Srinagar, was transferred from 
Unani Dispensary Gulab Bagh 

to Unani Dispensary Khanaid, 
Udhampur because of his “mis-
conduct”. Also it was reported 
that the medical officer was 
harassing the officials of the 
department by filing the RTI 
applications using different 
names so that he could escape 
from the “departmental en-
quiry” and could pressurize the 
officers of the Department.

As per the communication, 
the department grew suspicious 
on receipt of chain of RTI appli-
cations on “stereotype ready-
made proforma” filed by imper-
sonating different persons.

The medical officer, as per 
the communication, had filed 
one of the applications in the 
name of Muzaffar Anwar Ganie 
who happens to be the son of 
the owner of the house where 
the doctor was residing.

The department sent a copy 
of RTI application to Muzaffar 
Anwar Ganie who on its receipt 
contacted the department and 
refused to have sought any 
such information.

Similarly, the communica-
tion said, another RTI applica-
tion in the name of one Mo-
hammad Ashraf Ganaie was 
received against the officers 
who were conducting an in-
quiry against Dr Zahoor.

The communication alleged 
that Dr Zahoor actually wanted 
to escape from the departmental 
enquiry by harassing and caus-
ing distress to the officers and 
employees of the department.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: As preparations 
for assembly elections gain 
momentum in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the relief and reha-
bilitation department has es-
tablished a helpdesk to assist 
eligible voters from the dis-
placed Kashmiri community 
residing across the country.

This initiative aims to facilitate 
smooth polling at special polling 
stations and through postal bal-
lots, according to officials.

The department has intensi-
fied efforts to ensure free and 
fair elections for Kashmiri mi-
grants, with the Election Com-
mission (EC) setting up 24 spe-
cial polling stations and a postal 
ballot scheme for displaced 
community voters in Jammu, 
Udhampur, and Delhi, they said.

"A helpdesk has been estab-
lished in our office and across 
various zones. Several em-
ployees have been deployed 
to ensure seamless facilitation 
of migrant polling," Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commissioner 
Dr Arvind Karwani told PTI.

Karwani emphasized that the 
helpdesk is actively addressing 

issues faced by migrants, with 
the goal of enhancing voter 
facilities ahead of the upcom-
ing assembly elections starting 
September 18.

"Kashmiri migrant voters 
opting to vote in person via 
electronic voting machines 
(EVMs) will have access to 24 
polling stations, including 19 
in Jammu, 1 in Udhampur, and 
4 in Delhi," he said.

Karwani, who is monitoring 
the control room for the help-
desk, assured that all necessary 
arrangements have been made 
at these polling stations in ac-
cordance with EC guidelines.

The EC issued a notification 
on August 22 outlining the 
voting options for Kashmiri 
migrants, offering choices 
of both in-person voting at 

special polling stations and 
through postal ballots.

"Special polling stations 
have been set up in Udhampur, 
Delhi, and Jammu. Alternative-
ly, Kashmiri migrants can opt 
for postal ballots," he added.

Karwani said the updated 
electoral rolls, detailing mi-
grant electors in various zones 
of Jammu and Udhampur 
mapped to respective special 
polling stations, will soon be 
published.

"Corrections or objections 
will be accepted within a sev-
en-day period", he added.

The 90 assembly constitu-
encies in Jammu and Kashmir 
are scheduled to go to polls in 
three phases beginning Sep-
tember 18, with counting of 
votes slated for October 4.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A two-day review 
meeting of the Northern Re-
gional Office of the Bureau of 
Indian Standards (BIS) com-
menced on Tuesday at the 
Sher-i-Kashmir International 
Convention Centre (SKICC) in 
Srinagar.

Director General of BIS, Sh. 
Pramod Kumar Tiwari, IAS was 
the chief guest at the event.

The meeting, attended by 
senior officials and stake-
holders, aimed to assess the 
regional office's performance 
and discuss strategies for en-
hancing standardization and 
quality control in the region. 
The Director General empha-
sized the importance of ad-

hering to global standards in 
product quality and safety, 
stressing its impact on trade 
and consumer protection.

Key issues addressed dur-
ing the meeting included the 
implementation of new stan-
dards, certification process, 
and the role of BIS in promot-
ing Make in India initiatives.

The meeting is expected to 

conclude tomorrow with a set 
of recommendations for im-
proving the region's standard-
ization ecosystem.

This review meeting under-
scores the government's com-
mitment to strengthening the 
country's quality infrastructure, 
aligning with global best practic-
es, and driving economic growth 
through standardization.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: An awareness 
rally as part of SVEEP was held 
at Hapatnard, a picturesque 
village with a high population 
from Tribal communities.

The event witnessed active 
participation of first-time vot-
ers, female voters from Tribal 
and other communities. The aim 
of the event was to promote en-
thusiastic participation of voters 
in the upcoming elections to the 
Legislative Assembly.

The event was held under 
the overall guidance of the 
District Election Officer. The 
Nodal Officer (SVEEP) speak-
ing on the occasion educated 
the masses about the impor-
tance of voting and their role 
in the democratic process. 

They were also informed 
about the various initiatives 
taken by the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) to increase 
voter turnout and ensure free 
and fair elections.

The participants were lat-

er administered the voters' 
pledge. At the end, a mega 
rally was conducted to en-
courage the general public to 
vote in the upcoming General 
Elections Legislative Assembly  
(GELA-2024) in large numbers.

Bodies Of Two Cloudburst 
Victims Recovered In Ramban

Delhi Court Orders 
Release Of Shabir Shah In 
One Of Three Cases

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court has 
ordered release of Kashmiri 
separatist leader Shabir Ahmad 
Shah in one of the three cases 
in which he is currently in jail 
in the national capital.

Shah will continue to remain 
in jail in the two other cases 
lodged against him here.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Dheeraj Mor ordered release 
of Shah in a money laundering 
case linked to terror funding, 
observing that he has been in 
continuous custody since July 
26, 2017.

The judge noted that the 

maximum punishment for the 
offence of money laundering is 
seven years, while his ongoing 
detention exceeded that period.

"The accused is facing trial for 
offence under PMLA (Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act) 
and the maximum substantive 
sentence prescribed for the said 
offence is seven years. He is in 
continuous custody in this case 
from July 26, 2017 and since 
then, more than seven years 
have passed. Accordingly, he is 
entitled to be released in this 
case," the judge said in an order 
passed on August 24. The two 
other cases have been lodged by 
NIA and ED respectively.

Press Trust Of India

RAMBAN/JAMMU: Two bodies, 
including that of a 12-year-old 
boy, were recovered on Tues-
day as rescue operation contin-
ued in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Ramban district to trace five 
other missing people following 
a cloudburst, officials said.

The cloudburst occurred in 
Panchayats Kumate, Dhraman 
and Halla in Rajgarh tehsil late 
Monday afternoon, causing 
flash floods in Tanger and Dadi 
streams, they said.

Seven people of three dif-
ferent families were reported 
missing in the flash floods, 
Tehsildar Rajgarh Major Singh 
told PTI.

Despite the inclement weath-
er, the rescue team has so far 
managed to retrieve bodies of 
two persons -- Yasir Ahmad 
(20) of Gadgram and Khalid 
Ahmed Parihar (12) of Suli-Ku-
mate, Singh, who is supervising 

the rescue operation, said.
He said efforts are under-

way to locate the remaining 
five missing people -- Ahmad's 
mother Naseema Begum (42) 
and sister Shazia Banoo (6), 
Parihar's mother Gulshan Be-
gum (42) and sister Seerat Ba-
noo (8), and six-year-old Qazia 
Banoo of Dungar Dandllah.

The rescue team includes 
personnel from the State Di-
saster Response Force (SDRF), 
local police and volunteers.

Singh said that continuous 
rain has slowed down the rescue 
operation, as the rivulets are in 
spate. It took nearly three hours 
for the rescuers to reach the af-
fected villages on foot, he added.

At least two government 
schools at Gadgram and Son-
sua, and a couple of other 
structures also suffered dam-
ages, while three parked pri-
vate vehicles were washed 
away by the flash floods, the 
officials said.

Two Gurez Villages See 
Electricity ‘For The First Time’

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The villages of Ref-
ugee 1 and Refugee 2 in Gurez 
Valley in north Kashmir's Ban-
dipora district experienced a 
momentous occasion on Tues-
day as they saw electric light 
“for the first time since 1947”. 
This historic event was made 
possible by a solar grid proj-
ect inaugurated by the Aseem 
Foundation, a Pune-based NGO.

The entire communities of 
Refugee 1 and Refugee 2 were 
filled with joy and celebration, 
marking the first time these 
villages have been illuminated 
since their establishment.

Ali Teru, a local resident, ex-
pressed his amazement, say-
ing, "My eyes have seen the 
light for the first time since I 
was born. I can't believe it’s re-
ally happening in our village. 
Not only me, but the entire vil-
lage is grateful to the Aseem 
Foundation for this light."

Parvaiz Ahmed, another lo-
cal, saw the light as a symbol of 
hope. "This light is not just light 

but a ray of hope," he said.
The women of the village 

were particularly excited. They 
celebrated the arrival of light in 
their own special way. "Today, 
for the first time, we will eat 
under the light. We are speech-
less in expressing our gratitude 
to the Aseem Foundation," a 
group of women said.

Dr Sarang Gosavi, President 
of the Aseem Foundation, said 
the new solar grids provide a 
reliable 2KW power supply to 
each village. The project also 
includes an innovative Power 
Limiter to ensure equal distri-
bution and cost-effectiveness, 
promoting sustainable energy 
use, he added

The Aseem Foundation has 
previously implemented simi-
lar solar grid projects in other 
remote villages such as Gagar 
Hill, Jabri and Sumwali, Dr Gos-
avi said, adding that the organ-
isation has been active in the 
region since 2002, focusing on 
the development and empow-
erment of border communi-
ties—(KNO)

‘ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS’

NC Workers In Ganderbal Jubilant 
Over Nomination Of Omar

Agencies

GANDERBAL: The Jammu and 
Kashmir National Conference 
(JKNC) on Tuesday announced 
that its Vice President Omar 
Abdullah will contest from the 
Ganderbal constituency, and 
Mian Mehar Ali, the son of its 
senior leader and MP Mian Al-
taf Ahmad, will contest from 
the Kangan constituency in the 
upcoming assembly elections.

This decision, approved by 
the JKNC President Dr Farooq 
Abdullah, has sparked celebra-
tions among party workers and 
supporters in both regions.

Party members in Ganderbal 
expressed joy and excitement 
over Abdullah’s nomination. 

They see it as the fulfillment of 
a long-held aspiration.

“This is a dream come true af-
ter a decade-long wait to have 
someone like Omar Abdullah 
represent us in the assembly,” 
one enthusiastic party worker 
told KNO. Similarly, supporters 
in Kangan welcomed Mian Me-
har Ali’s nomination.

Mushtaq Ahmed, Central 
Kashmir Zone President, said 
the decision has delighted the 
people of Ganderbal and will 
contribute positively to the dis-
trict’s development.

Another NC worker from 
Kangan said Omar Abdullah 
and Mian Mehar Ali’s candida-
cies will “greatly benefit” Gan-
derbal—(KNO) 

Sarjan Barkati To Contest 
Assembly Polls As 
Independent Candidate

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A prominent re-
ligious cleric, Sarjan Ahmad 
Wagay, who is presently lan-
guishing in jail in a terror fund-
ing case, has decided to contest 
the upcoming assem-
bly election in Jammu 
and Kashmir as an in-
dependent candidate.

An official said that 
the family of Sarjan 
has filed the nomina-
tion papers today at 
Deputy Commission-
er’s office Shopian.

Sugra Barkati, daughter of 
Barkati said that they have al-
ready conducted a meeting 
with locals in Reban, the native 
village of Barkati and have filed 
his nomination papers today.

She said that when their fa-

ther was in jail, her mother 
used to take care of them but 
now she is also in jail, thus they 
are facing a difficult situation 
in absence of their parents.

Sugra further said that as her 
father had given sacrifices, peo-

ple of Zainapora seg-
ment will also give sac-
rifice for him by voting 
in his favour. Barkati, 
who was the face of the 
2016 agitation after the 
killing of Hizb Com-
mander Burhan Wani, 
was arrested on Octo-

ber 01, 2016 and was released in 
October 2020.

He was later rearrested by 
the State Investigation Agency 
(SIA) in August last year in a 
terror funding case and is still 
under custody. Later, his wife 
was also arrested—(KNO)

Tarigami Files Nomination 
For Kulgam Seat

Agencies

SRINAGAR: CPI (M) leader and 
former MLA M Y Tarigami on 
Tuesday filed his nomination 
papers from the 
39-Kulgam assembly 
constituency.

As per the news 
agency CNS, Tariga-
mi filed his nomina-
tion papers in the of-
fice of the Returning 
Officer for the Kul-
gam constituency, 
the polls for which will be con-
ducted during the first phase of 
the Assembly Elections sched-
uled on 18 September 2024.

CPI (M) leader while heading 
to file his nomination papers 
was accompanied by party 
workers and supporters, who 
electrified the environment by 

sloganeering.
A roadshow was 

also held from Bus 
stand Larnoo to 
mini stadium Cha-
walgam in which 
a number of locals 
took part.

Tarigami will con-
test the 39-Kulgam 

assembly seat to fight other 
contesting leaders, includ-
ing PC's Nazir Ahmad Laway. 
(CNS)

Kavinder Slams Omar For U-turn 
On Contesting Assembly Polls

'Non-Release' Of Payments

Patients Hit Streets, Seek Continued 
Treatment Under Golden CardsAgencies

JAMMU:  Senior BJP leader and 
former deputy chief minister Ka-
vinder Gupta on Tuesday launched 
a scathing attack on former Chief 
Minister and National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah, calling him 
an opportunist who has once again 
shown his true colours by changing 
stance not to contest the Assembly 
elections until the restoration of 
statehood to Jammu and Kashmir.

In his statement, the BJP leader 
criticized Omar Abdullah for mis-
leading the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. “Omar Abdullah has 
proven that he cannot be trusted. 
He made grand claims, saying that 
he would not participate in any 
Assembly polls until statehood 
was restored, but now, in a clear 
act of political opportunism, he 
has accepted his candidature from 
Ganderbal constituency. This is a 
blatant betrayal of the people who 
believed his words,” the senior BJP 

functionary said and added that 
Omar’s actions reveal his despera-
tion to regain political power at 
any cost.

“His words do not hold value, 
they do not stay on his tongue. He 
is trying to manipulate public sen-
timents for personal gain, and this 
deceit must be exposed”, he said 
while claiming that the BJP is the 
party which is committed to ensur-
ing transparency and accountabil-
ity in the political process and will 
not allow opportunists like Omar 
Abdullah to mislead the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir for their po-
litical survival. He said that the un-
principled decision of Omar Abdul-
lah of making a U-turn over his 
pledge has not only surprised the 
gullible electorate but it has also 
upset the NC’s dedicated leadership 
which was expecting a seat from 
the constituency which the NC Vice 
President has now ‘grabbed in an 
unprincipled manner’ to satiate his 
hunger for power(KNS)

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Patients, suffering 
from renal failures and can-
cer, Tuesday staged a protest 
in Srinagar and demanded the 
resumption of free-treatment 
facilities under Golden cards 
at empanelled health centres 
in the valley.

The aggrieved patients said 
that treatments like dialysis 
and cancer therapies, pro-
vided to them under Gold-
en cards at health centres 
without any cost, have been 
stopped after the arising of 
the payment issue.

"All the dialysis centres and 
cancer treatment centres run 
privately, whether in central, 
south or north Kashmir, have 
told patients to make payments 
for their dialysis or cancer ther-

apies from Ist. The officials in 
private hospitals, which were 
empanelled to do surgeries or 
treatments for different ail-

ments under Golden cards, 
have categorically refused to do 
so," said one of the protesters.

While management of the 

private hospitals were asked 
by patients for the reason 
of not extending health-
care facilities to them un-
der Golden cards, "they told 
us (patients) that payments 
of earlier dialysis and other 
treatments are pending with 
the concerned entity, com-
pelling us (hospitals) to ask 
for your treatments' charg-
es," the protesting patient 
said.

Other patients said that 
they were receiving free treat-
ments at the health centres for 
years and are now left to fend 
for themselves.

They requested the LG Ad-
ministration for immediate 
intervention into the matter 
so that they could continue to 
receive free treatments under 
Golden cards. (CNS)
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Jammu To Host Speed Fest India

Jammu will host the “Speed Fest India, a premier car 
racing event” from August 30 to September 1 at the 

MA Stadium, Jammu. The three-day festival is set to 
energize motorsports enthusiasts across J&K.

The event is being organized by BSR MotorSports 
in collaboration with the Directorate of Tourism 
Jammu and J&K Sports Council.

Speed Fest India aims to enhance the motorsports 
and automobile industry in the region. It will offer a 
platform for local talent and car enthusiasts to dem-
onstrate their skills and passion.

Harmanpreet To Lead India In 
Women's T20 World Cup

The big-hitting Harmanpreet Kaur will lead a 
15-member Indian squad unveiled on Tuesday 

for the Women's T20 World Cup in the UAE from 
October 3.

Top-order batter Yastika Bhatia and spin all-round-
er Shreyanka Patil were also included in the squad 
subject to fitness.

Star batter Smriti Mandhana has been named 
Harmanpreet's deputy.

India, placed in Group A along with Australia, New 
Zealand, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, will aim for their 
maiden T20 World Cup trophy.

Pakistan Slip To Eighth Spot In WTC 
Standings

Pakistan have slipped to eighth in the World Test 
Championship standings following their 10-wick-

et loss to Bangladesh and a subsequent over rate 
penalty in the series-opener in Rawalpindi.

With 16 points and a winning percentage of 22.22 
after six games, Pakistan languish in the second-last 
position in the standings ahead of the West Indies.

Bangladesh, who recorded their maiden Test win 
against Pakistan on Sunday, are seventh in the stand-
ings with 21 points, having won two out of their five 
games thus far.

Stone Replaces Wood In England 
Team For 2nd Test v Sri Lanka

Fast bowler Olly Stone will replace the injured Mark 
Wood in the England team to play Sri Lanka in the 

second Test at Lord's, the England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) said on Tuesday.

Wood injured his thigh during the first Test and 
has been ruled out for the rest of the series.

The 30-year-old Stone, who has made three Test 
appearances in an injury-plagued career, will play in 
his first Test since June 2021.

Man United To Sign Ugarte From 
PSG & Sell McTominay To Napoli

Manchester United looks ready to take its summer 
spending on new players to around $240 million 

by signing Uruguay defensive midfielder Manuel 
Ugarte from Paris Saint-Germain.

United has reached an agreement in principle to 
sign Ugarte for 50 million euros plus 10 million euros 
in potential bonuses, British media reported Tuesday.

The arrival of Ugarte would be offset by the depar-
ture of Scotland midfielder Scott McTominay, who is 
set to join Napoli for a reported 25 million pounds.

Jay Shah Elected Unopposed, Becomes 
Youngest Ever ICC Chairman

Baramulla Clinches Provincial 
Under-17 Cricket Tournament

IUST Inter-Departmental Cricket 
Concludes At Uni Grounds

Santosh Trophy Trials 
From Sept 1

Inter-School Sports Competitions 
Underway In Budgam

New Champions League Format Promises Everything Storied Clubs Wanted From UEFA

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: BCCI secretary Jay Shah 
was elected unopposed as the 
next ICC chairman here on Tues-
day, making him the youngest 
ever to reach the pinnacle of 
global cricket administration.

The 35-year-old Shah, who 
has been the BCCI secretary 
since 2019, will take over from 
62-year-old incumbent Greg 
Barclay on December 1 after 
the New Zealander decided 
against running for a third con-
secutive term of two years.

Shah, who is the son of Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, will 
relinquish his position in India at 
the BCCI's Annual General Meet-
ing likely to be held towards the 
end of next month or in October.

Shah became the fifth Indian 
after late Jagmohan Dalmiya, 
Sharad Pawar, N Srinivasan and 
Shashank Manohar to be elect-

ed for the high-profile job.
The Ahmedabad-based ad-

ministrator, who was the sole 
nominee for the chairmanship, 
emphasised his commitment to 
expanding the global reach and 
popularity of cricket, especially 
with its upcoming inclusion in 
the Los Angeles 2028 Olympics.

"I am humbled by the nomi-
nation as the Chair of the Inter-
national Cricket Council," Shah 
stated in an ICC release.

He also acknowledged that 
international cricket stands at a 
critical juncture and it would be 
important to balance the coexis-
tence of multiple formats, promote 
the adoption of advanced tech-
nologies, and introduce marquee 
events to new global markets.

Being a powerful decision-
maker in the richest cricket 
board of the world, which con-
tributes more than 75 per cent 
of the revenue for the global 

body, Shah's election was never 
in doubt once he threw his hat 
in the ring.

It is understood that one 
among the powerful SENA 
cricket boards (South Africa, 
England, New Zealand and Aus-
tralia) was Shah's proposer and 
another one of these countries 
seconded the nomination. And 

he remained the lone contender 
on the last day of nominations.

As per the ICC constitution, 
there are 17 votes -- 12 full 
Test playing nations, chairman, 
deputy chairman, two associate 
member nominees and one in-
dependent female director.

That he is a likely choice 
was evident when he was ap-

pointed the head of ICC's most 
powerful sub-committee -- the 
Finance and Commercial Af-
fairs (F&CA) in 2022.

The timing couldn't have 
been better for Shah, who 
would have had to go on a 
mandatory cooling off period in 
2025 for a period of three years 
till 2028.

The BCCI constitution allows 
office-bearers to stay in office 
for a cumulative period of 18 
years -- nine in national board 
and nine in state units.

But at a stretch, a person can 
remain office-bearer for a peri-
od of only six years after which 
a three-years cooling off period 
is necessary.

Shah, if all goes well, can 
have two terms in the ICC and 
come back to complete his re-
maining four years in BCCI in 
2028 albeit as president of the 
board.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K Sports Council and 
J&K Football Association on Tues-
day announced selection trials 
for the 78th Senior Men's Santosh 
Trophy and 29th Senior Women's 
National Football Championship 
2024-25.

The open selection trials for the 
J&K contingent to participate in the 
78th Senior Men's Santosh Trophy 
will be held from September 1 to 
3 at Polo Ground in Srinagar and 
Synthetic Turf Parade Ground in 
Jammu.

The trials for the 29th Senior 
Women's National Football Cham-
pionship will be held on September 

4 and 5 at Polo Ground in Srinagar 
and Synthetic Turf Parade Ground 
in Jammu

The trials will be held at 3:00 PM.
“Selected players from these tri-

als will have the opportunity to at-
tend a specialized coaching camp 
to further hone their skills and 
prepare for the prestigious tourna-
ment,” a statement said.

“For any queries, please con-
tact: Mehrajuddin Wadoo, Football 
Coach JKSC: 7889557053, Khalid 
Qayoom: 7006336998, Mohammad 
Latief Bhat: 7889409438 , Qudsiya 
Altaf, Khelo India Football Mentor 
JKSC: 7006299377, Satpal Singh: 
7006693441, Rajesh Sumbria: 
9419141270,” it added.

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: The Department 
of Youth Services and Sports 
Budgam is organising Inter-
School Zonal Level competi-
tions across the district, un-
der the guidance of the Joint 
Director DYSS Kashmir Mohd 
Rashid Kohli.

In Zone Beerwah, the 
Department conducted the 
Inter-School Zonal Level 
Selection Trials for Athletic 
Meet (Girls AAG) at DIET 
ground, Beerwah. The tri-
als were inaugurated by the 
Principal of DIET Beerwah, 
alongside Mohd Yaseen 
Jan, Incharge Activity ZPEO 
Beerwah. Key officials from 
Zone Beerwah were also in 
attendance.

The trials saw participa-
tion from around 275 athletes 
representing various schools 
within the zone.

During the event, Mohd 
Yaseen Jan commended the 
athletes for their active par-

ticipation. He also encouraged 
other students to engage in 

athletic events organised by 
the department in the future.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: Baramulla won the 
grand finale of the Provincial Level 
Inter District Under-17 Cricket Tour-
nament on Tuesday. The tourney 
was organised by the Department 
of Youth Service and Sports and was 
hosted by DYSSO Anantnag.

Baramulla defeated Shopian in 
the final match by 8 runs at Railway 
Ground in Hassanpora, Bijbehara. 
Batting first, Baramulla set a target 
of 134 runs in 20 overs, with Ansh 
Pandith scoring 22 runs. Arhan, 

Maiser and Jerjees took 2 wickets 
each. In reply, Shopian failed to 
chase the target and lost the match 
by 9 runs. Arfat Qayoom top scored 
with 30 runs. For Baramulla, Juniad 
Ashraf took 3 wickets.

In the post match presentation, 
DYSSO Anantnag Raja Yaqoob along 
with other officials of DYSS An-
antnag presented the trophies to 
both the teams. Junaid Ashraf from 
Baramulla was declared as man of 
the match for his outstanding per-
formance, scoring 15 runs and tak-
ing 3 wickets.

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: The Inter-De-
partmental Cricket Tournament 
at Islamic University of Science 
and Technology concluded on 
Tuesday, with the final match 
between the Department of 
Civil Engineering and the De-
partment of Electronics and 
Communication Engineering.

The Department of Civil En-
gineering emerged victorious, 
showcasing excellent team-
work and sportsmanship.

The award ceremony was 
graced by Sameer Wazir, Fi-
nance Officer IUST, as the 
Chief Guest. The event was 
attended by faculty members, 

sports coordinators, and other 
dignitaries. Dr. Hilal Ahmad 
Rather, Assistant Director of 
Physical Education and Sports, 
welcomed the participants 
and introduced the teams’ 
players.

Wazir announced that the 
university would be organizing 

selection trials for the formation 
of a cricket team to represent 
IUST in the upcoming North 
Zone Cricket Tournament. He 
also praised the DPE&S for their 
meticulous efforts in ensuring 
the smooth conduct of the Inter-
Departmental Cricket Tourna-
ment 2024.

Agencies

GENEVA: The new Champions 
League format this season will 
see more teams playing more 
games for more prize money.

On Thursday, UEFA makes the 
draw in Monaco for the match 
schedule of the new single-
standings league phase that re-
places the traditional group stage.

The first new Champions 
League format since 2003 
promises more of almost ev-
erything that Europe’s wealthi-
est and most influential clubs 
wanted from UEFA.

There are four more places in 
a 36-team lineup; at least eight 
games each instead of six; Cham-
pions League games scheduled in 
January for the first time; a prize 
money rise of at least 25 per cent 
to a minimum 2.5 billion euros 
(USD 2.8 billion).

There also was more evidence, 
at UEFA's European Champion-
ship this summer, that constant 
expansion of international com-
petitions is leaving players tired 
and unable to perform at their 
best year-round.

The new league phase in Eu-
ropean club football’s marquee 

event will have 144 total games 
compared to 96 in the group 
stage last season.

The “key aims," UEFA said, is 
to "improve competitive bal-
ance and sporting interest and 
in the process increase the 
number of meaningful matches 
- matches with something at 
stake for both sides - through-
out the competition.”

In the eighth and final round, 
all 36 teams play on the same 
Jan. 29 evening to finalize the 
standings which will decide 
which eight teams advance di-
rectly to the round of 16 - and 
with what seedings in a tennis-
like knockout bracket - as well as 
which 16 go into a new knockout 
playoff round in February, and 
which 12 are eliminated.

“We simulated that qualifica-
tion should be possible with an 
average of 7.6 points, which means 
two victories and two draws,” said 
UEFA's head of competitions strat-
egy, Stéphane Anselmo.

WHY CHANGE SUCH A 
SUCCESSFUL COMPETITION?

Money, mostly, though that's 
not the only reason.

The Champions League in Eu-

rope has for the past 32 years 
showcased the highest qual-
ity play in world football. It let 
UEFA steer billions of euros 
(dollars) of prize money to clubs 
who pay the highest transfer 
fees and salaries.

Still, influential officials at 
the European Club Association 
(ECA) got bored of the group 
stage, saying it was too repeti-
tive and lacked drama. They 
wanted more games against 
stronger opponents that would 
be more valued by broadcasters, 
viewers, and new fans world-
wide. Their leverage over UEFA 
was potentially launching their 
own breakaway competition.

The road to agreeing to the 

format was rocky. A controver-
sial first proposal in 2019, favor-
ing storied clubs, was stopped 
by a backlash from mid-ranked 
clubs and domestic leagues.

There was intense turmoil 
sparked by the failed Super 
League launch in April 2021 by 
most of the same club officials 
who negotiated Champions 
League reform with UEFA.

Final format approval came in 
May 2022 - when Real Madrid, 
Barcelona and Juventus were ex-
iled from the talks and still pur-
sued UEFA in court - and it was 
broadly what the rebel Super 
League clubs had negotiated.

WHAT IS THE NEW FORMAT?
Out goes the group-stage 

format played for 21 seasons 
where 32 teams were put into 
eight groups of four teams from 
a seeded draw. The top two in 
each group advanced to the 
round of 16. Groups gave each 
team six games from September 
into December, playing each ri-
val once at home and once away.

In comes a single-standings 
league - 36 teams each playing 
eight games against eight differ-
ent opponents through January.

The top eight in the standings 
go direct to the round of 16 in 
March. Teams ranked ninth to 
24th go into the knockout play-
offs in February. The bottom 12 
teams are eliminated.

In the playoffs, teams ranked 
Nos. 9-16 are seeded in the 
draw to play second legs at 
home against unseeded teams 
Nos. 17-24.

WHO GETS THE FOUR EXTRA 
PLACES?

Two for countries whose 
teams collectively had the best 
record in UEFA club competitions 
in the previous season. That was 
Italy and Germany so the fifth-
placed teams in Serie A and the 
Bundesliga qualified: Bologna 
and Borussia Dortmund.

The fifth-ranked national 
league (based on five years of 
results in UEFA club competi-
tions) gets a third direct entry. 
That is currently France and 
Brest was third in Ligue 1.

An extra place goes to the 
qualifying rounds path for na-
tional champions from lower-
ranked countries. They now play 
for five total qualifying places 
instead of four last season.

HOW WILL THE DRAW BE 
DONE?

The 36 teams come out of 
four seeding pots graded by 
each team’s “UEFA club coeffi-
cient” – its ranking by results in 
five years of European competi-
tions. The top-seeded pot con-
tains recent Champions League 
winners and beaten finalists, 
plus Leipzig and Barcelona.

When a team's ball is drawn, 
its slate of eight opponents — two 
from each seeding pot, one to play 
at home and one away — will be 
allocated by a software program 
and displayed within seconds.

Match dates will be con-
firmed Saturday, to avoid city 
clashes with Europa League 
and Conference League games 
being drawn Friday in Monaco. 
Those lower-tier competitions 
also are a 36-team single-stand-
ings league. Conference League 
teams play just six games.

BILLION-DOLLAR PRIZE 
MONEY FUND

Winning the Champions 
League title in 2023 earned 
Manchester City 135 million eu-
ros (USD 151 million) from UEFA. 
This season's winner can reach 

150 million euros (USD 168 mil-
lion), with total competition rev-
enue boosted by selling 189 total 
games instead of 125.

Commercial strategy is man-
aged by a UEFA-ECA joint ven-
ture, and new sponsors for the 
Champions League include a 
cryptocurrency trading plat-
form and a betting site.

Each of the 36 teams gets a 
basic 18.6 million euros ($20.8 
million), then 2.1 million eu-
ros (USD 2.35 million) for each 
game won and 700,000 euros 
(USD 782,000) per draw.

Each place in the standings is 
worth more money with shares 
of 275,000 euros (USD 307,000) 
per place: 36 shares, or 9.9 mil-
lion euros (USD 11 million), 
goes to the team finishing top in 
January and a single share to the 
last-place team.

Bonuses escalate from 11 mil-
lion euros (USD 12.3 million) 
per team for advancing to each 
knockout round.

Another prize fund of 853 
million euros (USD 953 million) 
is allocated based on teams' his-
torical record in UEFA competi-
tions and the value of national 
and global broadcast deals.


