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Terror Attacks Spark
Emergency Security Meetings

Govt Rolls Out New 'Counter Terror Strategy'

Agencies

Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir’s
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and Army chief General
Upendera Dwivedi Saturday
chaired two seperate joint secu-
rity review meetings in Jammu
where a new counter terrorism
strategy was rolled that en-
tails—“plugging the operational
flaws, intensifying counter ter-
rorist operations and tracking

the hiding terrorists with active
support of locals.”

Sources said that General
Dwivedi arrived in Jammu at
2:30 pm and chaired the first se-
curity review meeting at Police
Headquarters, Jammu. The
meeting ended at 4 pm. Sources
said that at 4:30 pm, another se-
curity review meeting was held
at Rajbhawan, Jammu that was
chaired by LG Manoj Sinha.

Both meetings, | More on P6

‘Kashmir Model' For
Jammu In Offing: LG

Observer News Service are shaping their future in
innovations and other sec-
Srinagar- Jammu and  tors including Agriculture

Kashmir's Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
Saturday said that the se-
curity forces will adopt the
“Kashmir model” to coun-
ter the efforts of revival of
terrorism in Jammu region
by the adversary.

“People of Jammu have
never supported terrorism
and instead always stood
against it. J&K has gone
through a huge transfor-
mation in the past four to
five years. In Kashmir’s ten
districts, peace prevails
and young boys and girls

etc,” the LG said address-
ing the launch function of
Hausla 2.0 and Start-ups
portal at International
Convention Centre on the
banks of Dal Lake.

He said that “our neigh-
bour is not able to digest the
peace prevailing in J&K.”

“Efforts are being made
to revive terrorism in the
Jammu region. We will not
allow revival of terrorism
in Jammu at any cost and
adopt the Kashmir model
to wipe out terrorism in
Jammu. The | More on P6

Our Focus Women-
Led Development

In J&K: LG

'Hausla 2.0 To
Empower Women,
Foster Global Brands'

Observer News Service
Srinagar: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj  Sinha

launched the ‘Hausla 2.0’ and
JK Startup Portal at Srinagar
on Saturday. Building on the
success of the Hausla 1.0, the
inaugural batch, Hausla 2.0
seeks to enhance financial
inclusion among women in

New JK Startup
Portal To Support
Young Entrepreneurs

Jammu Kashmir by promot-
ing entrepreneurship and fa-
cilitating market access.

In his address, the LG con-
gratulated and extended his
best wishes to the women
and young startup entrepre-
neurs on the occasion.

He said the prime objec-
tive of the Hausla program is
to | More on P6

Heat Wave Returns
To Kashmir

Temp Surges; Qazigund,
Kokernag Hit 33°C

Observer News Service

Srinagar: After relaxing tem-
peratures, the mercury has in-
creased yet again across Jammu
and Kashmir on Saturday
with twin places of the Valley
including  Qazigund  and
Kokernag recording heatwave
as the maximum temperatures
settled above 5 degrees than
the normal temperature.

Qazigund and Kokernag re-
corded heatwave today where
the mercury settled at 33.4
degree Celsius and 33.0 degree
Celsius respectively.

However, Srinagar, the sum-
mer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir, witnessed a maxi-
mum temperature of 34.4 de-
gree Celsius, which was 4.3
degree above than normal and
just 0.2 degrees below than en-
tering into the heat wave.

The mercury witnessed arise
across Kashmir today amidst
the forecast of heat wave condi-
tions across Kashmir and some
parts of Jammu division for the
next 72 hours. In Pahalgam, a
famous tourist | More on P6

MMU (alls For Unity,
Sectarian Tensions In Kashmir

Forms Committee To Probe Khangah-e-Maula Episode

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Muttahida
Majlis-e-Ulama (MMU), a
conglomerate of major re-
ligious bodies of Jammu &
Kashmir on Saturday called
for maintaining peace and
sectarian harmony fol-
lowing a controversy over
a mourning ritual during
Muharram by some mem-
bers of the Shia community
inside Khangah of Mir Syed M

Ali Hamadani in Srinagar.

MMU, which is led by
irwaiz Umar Farooq,

Peace Amid

emphasized that the peo-
ple of J&K should not al-
low any group to disrupt

the "legacy of Kashmir's
unique identity and com-
position based on unity,
sectarian harmony and
brotherhood."

The people of Kashmir
cannot afford such divisions
and need to show restraint
and patience, MMU said in
a statement issued after an
emergency meeting.

The controversy erupted
after a group of Shia youth
held | More on P6

File Photo

Action Taken J
Against Those

Dlsturbmg Peace: those who tried to vitiate peace in the Valley

Wagf Board and

ammu and Kashmir Waqf Board
chairperson Darakhshan Andrabi Friday
said action has been initiated against

vowed that nobody will be allowed to

create sectarian divide in the society.

Her remarks came after some youth from the
Shia community held mourning inside the
revered shrine of Khangah-e-Maula.

"A planned attempt to hurt | More on P6

J&K Sees 1.2 Lakh Increase
in Govt School Enrolment

Agencies

Srinagar: In  Jammu and
Kashmir, authorities  have
claimed that the student en-
rolment in the ongoing aca-
demic year has increased by
more than 1.2 Lakh students in
government-run-schools.

A top government official said
that during the academic year
2021-22, the total enrolment
in government schools was ap-
proximately 12 Lakhs.

The official said, “In the year
2022-23, AAO School Chalein
Campaign, was launched and
there was a notable increase of

17 percent, resulting in a total en-
rolment of around 14.18 Lakhs.”
It also said that in 2023-24,
again the enrollment witnessed,
increasing trend, after deletion
of duplicate entries and sub-
stantial increase in the pre-pri-
mary category, | More on P6

Kashmir’s Nirbhaya

17 Yrs On, Tabinda Gani’s
Family Awaits Justice

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: Over 17 years have passed since
the horrific rape and murder of 13-year-old
Tabinda Gani, yet her family continues to
await justice. In July 2007, Tabinda, a Class 8
student from Handwara, Kashmir, was sub-
jected to a brutal assault by four men as she
returned home from school. The appalling
crime sparked widespread protests and out-
cry across the valley, reflecting the anguish
and concern of the public.

While all four accused were arrested and
a chargesheet filed, the journey towards jus-
tice has been prolonged,

The accused were identified as Sadiq Mir
alias Saeda Choor, Azhar Mir | More on P6

HC Quashes FIR Registered On Trial Court Orders
Says Court Is Empowered To Proceed Against Offender Under CPC

@m

DIPK-3324/24 Dated: 20/07/2024

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court
of J&K and Ladakh has
quashed an FIR ordered
to be registered by a trial
court for violation of its or-
ders in a civil matter.
Based on an order on
February 29 this year by a
court in Kupwara in a civil
suit regarding immovable

11:00 AM

“Law is settled that a
Court is empowered to
take cognizance of
the disobedience
or breach of an
order  granted
by it and to pro-
ceed against the
offender for such
disobedience or
breach under the provi-
sions of Order 39 Rule 2-A

property at Trehgam, po-
lice had filed the FIR for
commission of of-
fences under erst-
while IPC sections
of 188 (violation

of an order is-

sued by a pub-

lic servant), 427
(mischief) and 447
(criminal trespass) on 3
March this year.

CPC,” a Bench of Justice
Javed Igbal Wani said.

The provisions of Order
39 Rule 2-A, the court said,
are intended to maintain
majesty of judicial orders
and to preserve rule of
law and to ensure faith of
litigants in the administra-
tion of justice.

“The nature of proceed-
ings under | More on P6
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Scholarships This Week

Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents
scholarships available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir.

Scholarship Name
HDFC Bank Parivartan's ECSS
Programme 2024-25

Description: HDFC Bank invites
applications from students studying
in Class 1 to the postgraduate level.
The scholarship supports meritori-
ous and needy students belonging to
underprivileged sections of society.
Eligibility: The scholarship

is open to Indian nationals only.
The students must be studying in
Class 1 to 12, or pursuing diploma,
ITI, polytechnic, undergraduate

or postgraduate (including gen-
eral and professional) courses.

The applicants must have passed
their previous qualifying examina-
tion with at least 55% marks, and
their annual family income must
be less than or equal to INR 2.5
lakh. Preference will be given to
applicants who have experienced
personal or family crises in the
past three years, preventing them
from continuing to bear the cost of
education and putting them at risk
of dropping out.

Scholarship Name
Panasonic Ratti Chhatr
Scholarship 2024-25

Description: Panasonic Life Solu-
tions India (PLSIND) invites ap-
plications from students enrolling
in B.E./B.Tech. courses at the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs).
Eligibility: Open for students
across India who have cleared the
entrance for admission into B.E./B.
Tech. courses at any of the IITs

= Prizes & Rewards: Up to INR . -
P (Indian Institute of Technology)

75,000 h .
. Last Date to Apply: 04-09- in 2024-25. Applicants must have
2024 ’ cleared their Class 12 examination

or be awaiting final results. Appli-
cants must have scored more than
75% marks in Class 12. The annual
family income of the applicant must
not be more than INR 8,00,000 from

« Application mode: Online
applications only
«  Short Url: www.b4s.in/

observer/HDFC54

cations for the Kotak Kanya Scholar-
ship 2024-25 from meritorious girl
students from low-income families
to empower them to pursue higher
studies in professional education
after Class 12.

Eligibility: Open for meritorious
girl students across India.
Applicants must have scored 75% or
more marks or equivalent CGPA in
Class 12 board examinations.
Applicant's annual family income
must be less than INR 6,00,000.
Meritorious girl students who have
secured admission to the first year
of graduation programs in the
academic year 2024-25 in institutes
of repute like NIRF/NAAC accredited
for professional graduation degrees
like Engineering, MBBS, BDS, Inte-
grated LLB (5 Years), B.Sc. Nursing,
B. Pharmacy, Integrated BS-MS/BS-
Research in ISER, IISC (Bangalore), or

all sources. Only candidates from
2024-25 batch are eligible to apply.

«  Prizes & Rewards: Scholarship
amount: INR 70,250 per year
for four years

»  LastDate to Apply: 15-08- other professional courses (Design,
2024. . . Architecture, etc.).

«  Application mode: Online
applications only . «  Prizes & Rewards: INR 1.5

«  Short Url: www.b4s.in/ lakh* per year
observer/RCSP56 «  *Disclaimer: The renewal of the

scholarship every year will be at
the sole discretion of the Kotak
Education Foundation

- Last Date to Apply: 30-09-
2024

Scholarship Name
Kotak Kanya Scholarship 2024-25

Description: Under the CSR Project

. - «  Application mode: Online
on Education & Livelihood of Kotak applications only
Mahindra Group Companies, Kotak . Short Url: www.bds.in/
Education Foundation invites appli- observer/KKGS3

Office Of The Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti Department

Public Health Engineering Division, Awantipora
e-mail : phedivisionawantipora@gmail.com/ Ph :01933-247152

E-Nit No: 03/PHA of 2024-25
Dated:17-07-2024
For & on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir (UT) e-tenders in single cover
system are invited on Percentage Basis from Registered PWD Contractors whose registration cards
are valid in terms of standing rules & are active for the following works: -

S. Name of work Estimated |Cost of TD (inEMD (for Time for Class of
No Cost (inlacs) Rs) foreach |eachBoard) [completion |Contract
for each Board for each
Board Board)
Il Making Information display |0.24 200 3% ofthe |05days DEE
Boards for 04 Water Supply estimated
Schemes (Under JIM IEC cost
ctivities)

Total No. of Schemes/Display Boards are 04 (as per Annesure A) and the Estimated cost for each
Display Board is Rs: 24120/= Only.

Annexure "A”
S.No Name of Water Supply Scheme |
Il
Water Supply Scheme Doodmarg
3 \Water Supply Scheme Pingli
4 Water Supply Scheme Zajikhoer

The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (BOQ), terms and conditions of contract can be
seen/downloaded from the departmental web site (jktenders.gov.in) as per the dates shown below: -

S. [Description Date Time

No. DD MM YYYY

1 |Publishing date of NIT 19 07 024 04:00 PM
Download start date 19 07 024 04:00 PM
Bid submission start date 19 07 024 04:00 PM

4 |Bid submission end date 6 07 024 04:10 PM
Bid opening date 6 07 024 04:10 PM

> Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “download bid 2 submission”.

> To participate in bidding process bidders, must get digital signature certificate (DSC) as per information technology-2000
bidders can get digital certificate from approved option

as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website (jktenders.gov.in) to acquaint vendors.

> The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital signature.

> Bids must be accompanied by 3% earnest money of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR & cost of tender document as
specified in column (4) and column (5) of the above table and the cost of tender document shall be deposited in the Treasury
under MH 0215 PHE in favour of Executive Engineer PHE Division Awantipora (Name of work to be mentioned on the Treasury
Challan / Receipt)

> Bid performance security will be in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, PHE Division Awantipora

> Bidders must ensure to upload their bids in SINGLE COVER containing documents as under: -

i) Bid must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan / Government
Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer,

PHE Division Awantipora (Tender Inviting Authority)

Government of Jammu and Kashmir (UT)

Departmet Of Social Welfare

Office of the District Social Welfare Officer, Shopian

Phoen: 01933261896 E.Mail dswoshopain@gmail.com
ENIT No. 02 —DSWS of 2024/ 796-99 Dated:. 20.07.2024

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir UT, e-tenders are invited from Govern-
ment/Semi Government Departments/Authorized Distributors and registered Firms/Dealers for
supply of Dietary and Non-Dietary items forming Annexure A and B for the period 2024-25.

The tender should be supported with a CDR/FDR as per the details given in table:

S.No. Items to be procured Est. cost Costof T/ Security
Docs Amount
1 Dietary and Non-Dietary | Rs.27,37,500.00 Rs500 Rs.50,000/-

Position of Funds: Available

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill Of
Quantities (B.0.Q.), sets of terms and conditions and other details can be seen/downloaded from
the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedules of dates given below:

BOQ description attached with tender notice

1 Date Of Issue Of Tender Notice 0/07/2024 N/A

2 Document Downloading Start Date 0/07/2024 From 06.00 PM
3 |Document Downloading End Date 30/07/2024 Up to 04.00 PM
4 Bid Submission Start Date 0/07/2024 From 06.00 PM
5 Bid Submission End Date 30/07/2024 Up to 04.00 PM
6 Date & Time Of Opening Of Bids 31/07/2024 At12.00 PM

NOTE: All other terms and conditions can be had from detailed NIT, uploaded on Departmental
Website (www.jktender.gov.in)

No. DSWO/SHP/NIT/e-Tendering/2024/796-99
DIPK-3291/24
Dated: 20.07.2024
Sd/-
District Social Welfare Officer
Shopian

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel unit un-
der the name & Style "M/S Curiosity Tour & Travels ~ Situated
at Mir Complex First Floor Magam 193401

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas |, Ms Rukhsana D/o Mohd Akbar Hakeem R/o Alamgari Bazar Srinagar
KASHMIR intend to apply in the Department of Tourism for registration of my
proposed travel unit under the name & style of M/S Curiosity Tour & Trav-
els Situated at Mir Complex First Floor Magam 193401 under
tourist trade act 1978/82/2011-12.

Whereas | will submit state subject / Domicile certificate , Qualification Cer-
tificate, pan cardr \ Experience Certificate( Minimum 5years). Police character
certificate, Bank statement (minimum balance 10000), site plan, Affidavit,
Rent deed duly attested by sub Registrar, printing material (Latter head / Visit-
ing card ) Photograph of the unit (indoor and outdoor) and Two passport size
photographs to the department of Tourism as per prescribed checklist I Prior to
Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.

Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12) befre my
case is processed for my registration by the Competent Authority, the matter is
hereby notified for information of general public/ Financial institutions/Bank/
Organisation, etc for objection, if any and the same should reach to the Deputy
Director Tourism Registration(email id; ddtregl23@gmail.com) within a period
of 7days from the publication of this notice in a leading newspaper/newspapers
of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained.

bmg

Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel unit un-
der the name & Style "M/S inspire Adventures tour and travels
Agency situated at Gulshanabad Bemina Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas | Hilal Ahmad Peer S/o0 Ali Mohd Peer R/o Shouch Palpora Tehsil Pattan
District Baramulla intends to apply in the department of tourism for registration
of my proposed travel unit under name and style of inspire Adventures tour and
travels Agency situated at Gulshanabad Bemina Srinagar under tourist trade act
1978/82/201_12
Whereas,| will submit state domicile, qualification,pan card, experience,(min
Syrs) character( police verification) bank statement (10000) site plan
Jaffidavit,rent deed,daly attested by sub registrar printing material (letter head
visiting card) , photograph of the unit (indoor & outdoor) and 2 passport size
photograph of the department of tourism as per prescribed checklist prior to
registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.
Now as per j&k registration of tourist trade act 1978/82/2011/12 before my case
is processed for registration by the competent authority,the matter is hereby no-
tified for information of general public/ financial institutions/bank organization
etc.For objection,if any and the same should reach to the assistant Director tour-
ism Gulmarg registration (emaiid peerhilal777@gmail.com) within a period of 15
days from the publication of this notice in leading local newspaper of the valley.
No objection beyond a period of 15 days shall b entertained.
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ii)
iii)
iv)
v)
vi)

Scanned copy of CDR/FDR of 3% value of tender cost.

Scanned copy of Valid Registration Card.
Scanned copy of Valid GST Registration.
Scanned copy of PAN Card.

Percentage rate submitted by the bidders in the BOQ.

> Besides above the bidder should also upload the following documents from “My Document " area required under “Other Im-

portant Documents” (0ID)

> Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents in terms of soft copies with the technical bid and no

documents in terms of hard copies shall be entertained. However, in case of any clarification the bidders shall have to produce

original documents in support of soft copies if need arises.

> The original instrument in respect of Treasury Receipt, and relevant attested copies of Technical Bid Documents as specified

above must be submitted by Lowest Bidder (L1) to Executive Engineer, PHE Division Awantipora by hand or by speed/registered

post before the allotting of work or as and when demanded. If the bidder fails to produce the same within the prescribed time

period, he will be debarred from taking part in tendering process in this division for at least one year.

> No financial bid will be accepted in physical form.

> The bid shall be deposit in electronic format only on the web site of (jktenders.gov.in) till the end date mentioned in bid

submission.

> The bid(s) shall be opened online on above mentioned date or any other subsequent date in 3 presence of the tender opening

committee to be constituted by the competent authority.

> No claim shall be entertained on account of disruption of internet services being used by bidders and are advised to upload

their bids well in advance to avoid any technical snags in last hours.

> video graphic record through the professional person before, during & after construction and progress reports in soft copies and

hard copies for works register & office record. Taking levels by Auto Level / ETS before and after execution. Preparation of work

abstract of executed work, preparation of Bills. The information and data stated and incorporated in tender document elsewhere

is for the General guidance only and may vary as a result of more detailed construction drawings and as per site requirements.

> The contractor has to provide water connections to every household as per DPR provision and it is responsibility of agency for

geo-tagging of all such households.

> The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason whatsoever claimed by the bidder

No. PHA/AWP/937-47

DIPK-3281/24

Dated:- 20-07-2024 S/d/
Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti Department

University Of Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer, Construction Division
FRESH NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (1ST Call)

For and on behalf of the University of Kashmir, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on
Percentage (%age) basis from approved and eligible Electric Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,
CPWD, Railways and other State/U.T/ Central Governments for the following works:
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S.  |Name of Work Est.Cost |Cost of Earnest Timeand |Date& Class of
No (Rs.In T/Docin  |Moneyin |Datefor |Timeof Contractor
Lacs) shapeof |Rs. Submission |Opening of
E-Challan of E-Tender. Bid
(inRs.)
1. |Construction of 198.51 5500/- 3,97,020/- | 22-07 09-08- |“AAY”
Multi Purpose -2024 2024 (11.00
Indoor Sports to AM)
Hall at Univer- 08-08-
sity of Kashmir 2024
(Electrification and (6.00 PM)
allied works).

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the web site www.kashmiruniversity.net /
www.jktenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer
NIT No: - F(Fresh) (E.Tend) (UCD)/KU/13/24
DIPK-NB-955/24 DATED: 20/07/2024.

uﬁ:%;l,,wq F'}..C & I6STT

Bt AT o Bl ALy Fads Plai n?
A et (6ol Flua e 07021965 iy
I 5T BDOLIL ppensde st e S PN Al
B IG AN s St d s Blane S Lo 5 TS
o8

NS fko

Ly 7}%;&/}&./%}{7..(16).57&?'

bl s R AL A by i
e Fldh oo < 04032021 Figbued
mérgaLm?nu"l;ﬂpk&ﬂ(ﬂ?igfﬁ P
eS8t Bl S a5 TE 15T BDO
«bgnuﬁo;g‘jﬁd‘!jﬂk

NS AL fko

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURETHATTHE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING INTHE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVERTHE NEWSPAPERTAKES NO RESPONSIBILITYNORDOES IT

I\ AR NDOR HECONTENISOF [ H A\D.

R HE READERS AR ORE REQ DIOVER HECONTENTS BEFORE ACTING [ HER

PON. MANA

\VIEIN




K ASHMIR OBSERVER
Srinagar | Sunday | 21-07-2024

3

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :

Legal Literacy Clubs
Inaugurated At Crescent,

Exquisite Wood Carving Exhibition

Bilaliya Schools

Inaugurated At Govt. Arts Emporium

2479488,2452222,2452155
CAPD: 1800180701

=3

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

. . Observer News Service Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200
Observer News Service the region also inaugurated
- the Legal Literacy Club at Srinagar: An exquisite wood carv- AIRPORTS
Srinagar: Justice Tashi Crescent Public School, | jng exhibition showcasing the ex- SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x
Rabistan, Chief Justice ~Naseem Bagh, Srinagar, traordinary craftsmanship of Gh- —

(Acting), High Court of Jam-
mu & Kashmir and Ladakh,
today inaugurated the Le-
gal Literacy Club (LLC) at
Bilaliya Educational Insti-
tute, Baghwanpora, Lal Ba-
zar, Srinagar.

Justice Tashi was ac-
companied by Amit Kumar
Gupta, Member Secretary
J&K Legal Services Author-
ity and was warmly received
by Jawad Ahmed, Chairman
DLSA (PDJ) Srinagar, Jahan-
gir Ahmad Bakshi, Secretary
DLSA Srinagar, Manzoor Ah-

where he was cordially
welcomed by Shakeel Ah-
mad Dar, Chairman Cres-
cent Public School, Karttik
Chopra, Philanthropist,
alongside the teaching and
administrative staff.

During these inaugura-
tions, Justice Tashi Rabstan
held interactions with the
newly enrolled student mem-
bers and teacher in charge of
these Legal Literacy Clubs.
He emphasized the critical
role of Legal Literacy Clubs
in fostering a legally aware

ulam Nabi Zargar, a revered master
wood carving artisan was inaugu-
rated today at the Government Arts
Emporium Srinagar.

This event is part of the Handi-
craft Department’s ‘Know Your
Artisan’ initiative, aimed at high-
lighting the exceptional talents
and rich cultural heritage of Kash-
miri artisans.

The two-day exhibition was in-
augurated jointly by the Director of
Handicrafts and Handloom Kash-
mir and the Managing Director of
Handicrafts and Handloom S&E.

Since Srinagar’s inclusion in
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*  SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153
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Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
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laliya Educational Institute, ~ Lashi highlighted the impor- work (UCCN) and its recognition  the exhibition have the opportunity  visual feast for art enthusiasts, col- P RAYE RS
Dr. Tawseef Ahmad Bhat, tance of active and positive as a ‘World Craft City’ by the World  to witness the masterful techniques  lectors, and anyone interested in
Coordinator, and other teach- ~ engagement of students in | Crafts Council, the Department of  and unparalleled creativity that de-  the rich heritage of Kashmir. The FAJR 3:54
ing and administrative staff ~ addressing legal and societal Handicrafts and Handloom Kash-  fine Zargar’s creations. Department of Handicrafts and Han-
of the institute. Issues, urging the Incharge to mir has been at the forefront of or- “We are thrilled to present this  dloom Kashmir extends a warm in- H IJRI ZUHR 12:37
Justice Tashi Rabstan ~Motivate and guide students ganizing events that celebrate the  exhibition, which not only honors  vitation to all to attend this celebra-
in his continuous efforts to ~ Inunderstanding theirrights | region’s rich artistic traditions.  the remarkable talent of Ghulam tion of artistry and tradition. C ALENDAR ASR 5:34
reach out to every part of ~ andresponsibilities. This exhibition is a testament to  Nabi Zargar but also highlights the The Department of Handicrafts i
their ongoing efforts to promote cultural significance of wood carv-  and Handloom Kashmir is dedicat- 14 Muharram Magrib 1:43
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Ghulam Nabi Zargar, renowned  crafts and Handloom Kashmir, rich artisanal heritage. Through
for his intricate wood carvings, has  adding, “Our ‘Know Your Artisan’ initiatives like ‘Know Your Arti-

Reports Of 'Mismanagement'

dedicated his life to perfecting the
art form. His work, characterized

initiative aims to bring these ex-
ceptional artists into the spotlight,

san,” the Department aims to sup-
port local artisans, enhance their

This Day In History

Observer News Service on duty and it is as per their | by detailed patterns and exquisite  fostering appreciation and support  skills and provide them with a plat-
status that they are shifted designs, has garnered national and  for their craft.” form to showcase their work to a . . . .
Srinagar: The authorities to Labor room or High De- | international acclaim. Visitors to The exhibition promises to bea  broader audience. 1921 - To prove his contention that air power is

at Govt Lalla Ded Hospital
today clarified on some alle-
gations leveled against it re-
garding mismanagement of
patients, terming them noth-
ing but sheer acts to malign
the sanctity and reputation
of the hospital.

In a statement issued
here, it has been given out
that all patients especially
referrals are received and
attended in Casualty (Emer-
gency Room) by the doctors

pendency Unit (HDU) where
again they are attended
to and beds are assigned
to them in the labor room
where doctors and nursing
staff attend to them.

All this is done under
the supervision of senior
doctors and consultants
who take rounds frequently.
Evening round of the Labor
room is also taken by consul-
tants, so at any point of time
no patient is left unattended.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Wallet Loss

| have lost my wallet

My Name has been wrongly
entered in my aadhaar card
as Muddasir while my correct
name is Mudasir Hamid Ganie
which needs to be corrected. If
anybody has any objection in
this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the concerned
office  within a period of
seven days from the date of
publication of this notice.
After that no objection shall be
entertained.
Mudasir Hamid Ganie
S/0 Abdul Hamid Ganie
R/0 Sheerpora Bangil Pattan
fko

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
NEW CAMPUS, BEMINA, SRINAGAR
PUBLIC NOTICE

| have passed/appeared in SSE/HSE-
U/HSE-Il (Class 10™) under Roll
No:139012074 Session: Annual
Regular year 2024 through the Jammu
& Kashmir Board of School Education.
The error has been committed by the
School against my Father's name as
MOHAMMAD AMIN WANI instead of
MOHAMMAD AMN WANI.

while travelling from
Naik Bagh to Lasjan
which contained my driv-
ing licence, voter card,
aadhaar card, jkbank
cards and some pass-
ports size photos. If any-
body has found the same
he/she is requested to
contact on 9419078017
| 9797791225. Otherwise
| have to apply for the
duplicate of the same if
anybody has any objec-
tion he/she may contact
the concerned offices
within a period of seven
days from the date of
publication of this notice
After that no objection
shall be entertained.
Younis Ismail

S/0 Mohammad Ismail
Bhat

R/0: 717, Sector B, Abu
Bakar Colony, Naik

Since Srinagar’s inclusion in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network
.. (UCCN) and its recognition as a ‘World Craft City’ by the World Crafts
Council, the Department of Handicrafts and Handloom Kashmir has been at the
forefront of organizing events that celebrate the region’s rich artistic traditions.

Commissioner SMC Attends Felicitation Ceremony

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC), Dr
Owais Ahmed today attended the
Felicitation ceremony of 3 day Ar-
chery camp, organized by the Field
Archery Association of J&K at RP
School premises Lawaypora.

The event served as a platform
to celebrate the exceptional perfor-
mance, dedication and hard work
of the young archers who partici-
pated in the camp.

Commissioner SMC, in his in-
spiring address, underscored the
significance of sports in fostering
holistic development of children
and lauded the budding archers
for their remarkable skills and un-
wavering dedication to the sport.

Dr.Owais commended the or-
ganizers for providing a nurturing
environment that allowed the par-
ticipants to hone their talents and
shine in the field of archery. He
said that sports presents tremen-
dous opportunities for students to
bring laurels to the institutions at

| <= B

.

national and international level.
The young archers were recog-
nized for their achievements with
certificates of excellence and tro-
phies presented by Dr. Owais, rec-
ognizing their passion, dedication,
and exemplary sportsmanship.
The Chairman  expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the Commis-
sioner SMC, the Field Archery As-

sociation of J&K, and the coaching
staff for their unwavering support
and encouragement throughout
the camp.

As a token of appreciation, the
Field Archery Association J&K,
and Chairman of RP School present-
ed a memento to the Chief Guest, ex-
tending a warm vote of thanks for
his presence and support.

superior to sea power, US Colonel William Mitchell
demonstrates how bombs from planes can sink a

captured German battleship

1933 - Haifa Harbor in Palestine opens

1947 - Indonesia begins 1st political election

1951- Dalai Lama returns to Tibet
1960 -

In Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) Sirima
Bandaranaike is world's 1st woman PM

1961 - Launch of Mercury 4 (Liberty Bell) with

Grissom

1962 - Battles on Chinese & Indies boundary
1965 - Pakistan, Iran & Turkey sign Regional Co-

Operation pact

1969 - Neil Armstrong becomes the first person to

step on the Moon at 2:56:15 AM (GMT)

1969 - Russia's Luna 15 impacts moon after 52

lunar orbits

1970 - Aswan Dam opens in Egypt, enables human

control of the flooding of the Nile

1972 - Bloody Friday: within the space of seventy-
five minutes, the Provisional Irish Republican Army
explode twenty-two bombs in Belfast; six civilians,
two British Army soldiers and one UDA volunteer

were killed, 130 injured

1973 - USSR launches Mars 4 for fly-by (2600 km)

of red planet

1974 - US House Judiciary approves two Articles of
Impeachment against President Richard Nixon

1977 - Libyan-Egyptian border fights

1978 - US Postal Service & unions agree on a

contract averting mail strike

1978 World's strongest dog, 80-kg St Bernard,

pulls 2909-kg load 27 m

1984 - USSR performs underground nuclear Test

1986 - Pleasure Island plans unveiled

1988 - ESA's Ariane-3 launches 2 communications

satellites (1Indian)

From KO Archives

Bagh, Natipora.

Now | have applied for correction in The Jammu & Kashmir|
Board of School Education, New Campus, Bemina, Srinagar. If

any person has any objection in this regard may file the same in
the office of the Assistant Secretary,

Turned Down VP's Post
For NC's Sake: Faroog

Observer News Service

IQRA AMIN
Father's Name:- MOHAMMAD AMIN WANI
Mother's Name:- SHAMEEMA

Date of Birth:-  06/06/2008

Residence:- 90 FEET ROAD ELLAHI BAGH
Mobile No.- 7006472263

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Media Line

NOTICE

| Riyaz Ahmad Goijri F/o Abdullah
Riyaz want to correct my name, my
son’s name in his School Record From
Reyaz Ahmad To Riyaz Ahmad Goijri
F/o Abdulla Reyaz To Abdullah
Riyaz Studying 8th class in Angel’s
Home Public School which needs to
be corrected as per Aadhar. In this
regard, If anybody has any objection
he/she may file his/her objection in the
office of the Principal Angel’'s Home
Public School (Sazgaripora, Iddgah
Road, Hawal, Srinagar, KMR) within a
period of seven days from the date of
publication of this notice. After that no
objection shall be entertained.

RINAGAR- The chief patron of the National
Conference, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, today dis-
closed that to ensure the victory of his party in
the coming elections he had turned down the
offer of becoming the vice-president of the country.

Addressing a public function in Hazratbal, Dr.
Abdullah said that cross border efforts were on resolve
the issue “though the peace process was temporarily
stalled because of the recent events in Pakistan.”

He said that everyone would have to extend co-
operation to strengthen the peace process to restore
peace in the state.

“I was offered the post of the vice-president of
the country, but I turned it down because I want to
strengthen my party and see it victorious in the com-
ing elections,” he said.

He said that the offer had been made by the central
government when he was in Delhi, but during consul-
tation with his party colleagues on his return he was
advised that the party needed him in the forthcoming
elections

“My colleagues told me that in the 2002 election I
had stayed away from the party and the state because
of presidential aspirations, and that had contributed to
the NC’s defeat,” he said.

He said that the NC had not taken any decision so
far in joining the emerging Third Front at the Centre.
“The final decision will be taken by the executive com-
mittee which is meeting on July 17,” he said. Criticis-
ing the coalition government on the law and order
situation, Dr. Abdullah said that all sorts of slogans
were being used to fool the public while no attention
was being paid to development and the multitude of is-
sues facing the people.

AWANTIPORA, KASHMIR.

Tele: 01933-247954/247955, Website: www.iust.ac.in
EXTENSION NOTICE FOR ADMISSIONS 2024

Since the CUET-UG 2024 results are awaited, the last date for submission of online Application Forms for admission to below mentioned programmes has been extended
up to 29-07-2024 (Monday).

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

MBA (5-Year Integrated)

B. Sc. Physics (FYUGP)

B. Sc. Chemistry (FYUGP)

BS Design your Degree - DYoD (FYUGP)
B. Sc. Mathematical Sciences (FYUGP)
B. Sc. Computer Science (FYUGP)

B. Tech. Food Technology

B.A. English (FYUGP)

B. A Journalism & Mass Communication (FYUGP)
B. Sc. Economics (FYUGP)

B. A. Islamic Studies (FYUGP)

B. A. Arabic Language & Literature (FYUGP)

B. Arch.

Media Line|

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly
written in my passport as
Saleema while my correct
name is Saleema Wani . Now |
have applied for the renewal of
my Passport with my correct
name as Saleema wani if
anyone have any objections
he/she may contact it to
RPO Srinagar within in week
after that no objection will be
entertained

Saleema Wani

W/0-Ali Mohmad Wani
R/0-Mukhta Pokhri
Vicharnag Nowshera
Srinagar

190011 iq

THREE YEAR POLYTECHNIC DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES

2. Diploma Electrical Engineering

LATERAL-ENTRY PROGRAMMES

B.TECH. ENGINEERING: Civil/ Computer Science/ Electrical/ Electronics &
Communication/ Mechanical/ Food Technology
NOTE: Candidates having passed 3-Year Engineering Diploma (at par with NCrF Level IV) are also eligible for admission to various undergraduate programmes at [UST.
The candidates who have not appeared in CUET-UG 2024 can also apply online for admission at IUST, however, first preference shall be given to CUET-UG 2024 candidates.
The selection for the vacant/ remaining seats shall be made on the basis of University Entrance Test or percentage of marks in the qualifying examination which shall be
decided later.
Revised Eligibility for B. Sc. Physics (FYUGP): Candidates having passed 10+2 with a minimum of 55% marks with Physics as one of the subject from JKBOSE or from any
other recognized board.
All other Terms & Conditions including eligibility criteria for admission to the advertised programmes shall remain same. The detailed admission notifications are available
on the university website www.iust.ac.in. The candidates can apply online for the aforesaid academic programmes by following the link https://admission.iust.ac.in or on
the University Website www.iust.ac.in. For any further query/information, the candidates may contact the Admission Officials on Phone: 9858306455/ 9906400789
EPABX: 01933-247954/ 247955 EXT: 2086 Email ID: admissions@iust.ac.in

No: IUST/DAA-Acad/24/1334 DIPK-NB-953/24

Dated: 16-07-2024

1.  Diploma Civil Engineering 3. Diploma Mechanical Engineering

DIPLOMA ENGINEERING: Civil/ Electrical/ Mechanical

Sd/-
Assistant Registrar Academics

dated: 20-07-2024

(Kashmir Observer, 21 July, 2007)
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he idea of the article came

through after I read the article

in this newspaper about the ad-

vent of the usage of Al tools to
write articles, papers and many other
things these days. Having used the tool
myself, a straightforward query may
come to my mind: Who is the copyright
holder of the articles written by AI ?
ChatGPT, because ChatGPT wrote the
output? Or is it OpenAl because this out-
put was produced by their software? Me,
Since I created the prompt that produced
the output?

For a predetermined period of time,
the right owner—a legal person—is
granted exclusive rights by intellectual
property rights, including copyright
and related rights. These rights permit
the protection of the work, creation, or
innovation and permit the licensing of
royalties to be collected. The owner of a
right must fulfill the legal requirements
in order for it to be awarded. As a signa-
tory to all significant international trea-
ties and accords pertaining to the protec-
tion of intellectual property rights, India
provides sufficient legal protection for
works created by legal entities under
the Copyright Law and utilizes the Pat-
ent system to safeguard inventions. As
a result, the Indian IPR Regime does not
need to establish a distinct category of
rights for AI and associated technolo-
gies.

The Copyright Act of 1957, which
protects authors and creators of works,
governs copyright in India. The Act spec-
ifies authorship according to the kind of
work, encompassing sound recordings,
cinematographic films, musical compo-
sitions, theatrical works, literary works,
and visual works.

Taking a few of them first, the Copy-
right Act specifies that the author of a
literary or theatrical work is the one
who really creates the work. The author
of literary works created by computers
is recognized by the Copyright Act as
the person who created the work using
a computer. Nevertheless, the Copyright
Act is silent on Al-generated works; nev-
ertheless, if we attempt to read the extant
provision—Section 2(d)(vi) of the Copy-
right Act, 1957—we find that "author" is
defined as "the person who causes the
work to be created."

This clause can be read liberally to
encompass those who give an Al system
the information or instructions it needs
to produce computer-generated art. The
author of a work should be the "first
owner" of the copyright, according to
the Copyright Act, which also addresses
copyright ownership. The person who
generates the work by providing input or
instructions will be considered the first
owner of the copyright for an Al-gener-
ated work, as per the aforementioned
sections. As a result, these sections
recognize the authors of the final con-
tent—those who supply data to Al tools
or provide them instructions—and their
contributions.

The Current position of law

So, let us circle back to the question,
who really owns the copyright to the con-
tent generated by various Al tools?

ChatGPT?

Because Indian copyright law re-
quires the person claiming the copyright
to be a natural person, ChatGPT cannot
be deemed the author. According to Sec-
tion 17 of the Indian Copyright Act, au-
thors are only individuals. Generally
speaking, only individuals are included
in the definition of "persons," but or-
ganizations like corporations may be
granted copyright (Section 18) by an in-
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Artificial Intelligence

Authorship, Originality
and Legality

Madiya Mushtaq

dividual for a finite amount of time upon
agreement. According to Section 17, the
original copyright of the product will
always belong to the human, barring a
contract to the contrary. Furthermore,
it is obvious that the act's design is hu-
man-centric. For instance, the claimant's
name, nationality, and address must be
included on the copyright registration
application.

Al developer?

The entirety of the developers' claim
would be governed by their "Terms-of-
Use" guidelines. Unless a contract specif-
ically states otherwise, a developer who
states that they would own the rights
to work produced by their Als will own
the copyright for that work. Neverthe-
less, the "Terms-of-use" for the major-
ity of widely used Als, such ChatGPT/
BingChat, do not assert copyright over
the results produced. It does not seem
reasonable, even on the surface, to give
developers the right to claim copyright
ownership of items created by AI. When
someone uses Microsoft Paint to create
a painting, the situation is similar in
that Microsoft cannot legitimately claim
copyright on the output.

3.Me?

This is where the intriguing interac-
tion between the law and generative-Al
begins. In 1994, the Indian Copyright Act
was modified to take into consideration
scenarios in which computer-generated
artistic creations could occur. The amend-
ment added a new section to the legisla-
tion, Section 2(d)(vi), which states clearly
that the person who caused the develop-

A

India has the
opportunity to

set the standard

for creative policy
development that
strikes a balance
between the needs
of users, artists, and
Al developers

ment of computer-generated works is the
author of those works.

Since, the "prompt-giver" is the one
who is generating the work, one could be
tempted to conclude that this clarifies the
status of law in India. But merely typing
a single line at a prompt does not provide
copyright protection for a work. An au-
thor is entitled to protection under copy-
right law if their creative work satisfies
the requirements necessary to qualify as
a "original" product.

The "sweat of the brow" theory,
which holds that an author obtains copy-
right rights based on basic diligence and
effort put in by them, is the lowest bar for
awarding copyright protection to the Au-
thor (this criterion is not applicable in
India). The University of London Press
Ltd. v. Tutorial Press Ltd. case, in which

a publisher assembled examination ma-
terials made available by the University
of London, is crucial to comprehending
it.

The university filed a challenge,
claiming that it violated the copyright of
the professors who invested their time
and expertise in writing those articles.
The publisher countered that the papers
could not be protected by copyright be-
cause they were not "original" because
they were derived from an already-ex-
isting body of information. The court
decided that, despite the fact that the
paper was developed using pre-existing
knowledge, it nonetheless qualifies for
copyright protection because some effort
was made.

In India, when deciding on the "origi-
nality" requirement for India, the Su-
preme Court took into account several
criteria. The Canadian standard was
chosen, which stipulates that the piece in
question ought to be the result of the au-
thor's judgment and talent. Additionally,
the use of judgment and skill shouldn't
be reduced to the point where it can only
be done mechanically. This also restates
the argument against protecting an out-
put produced by a single line prompt.

Copyright is deemed to apply too
stringently to novelty, and there is no
justification for Al-generated works to be
subject to a lower bar. Therefore, regard-
less of whether they were taken from
previously existing bodies of knowledge,
Al-generated works can satisfy the nec-
essary standard of "originality" in India.

Conclusion
In just a few months, generative Al

has become inescapably ingrained in our
daily lives. It will undoubtedly expand
more dramatically as a result of recent
advancements and the entry of major
tech companies like Google and Amazon.
Since a large portion of invention and
creativity going forward would require
Al aid to make chores easier, India's ex-
isting policy of not extending copyright
protection to any Al-generated material
will no longer be possible.

The complex and fascinating land-
scape that arises from the junction of Al
and copyright in India calls for careful
regulation and a nuanced understand-
ing. With Al technology developing at a
rapid pace, conventional ideas of author-
ship and intellectual property rights are
being challenged by its capacity to pro-
duce original work. To ensure that both
human creators and Al-generated works
are sufficiently protected, India's cur-
rent legal structure needs to change to
meet these difficulties.

At this pivotal moment, India has
the opportunity to set the standard for
creative policy development that strikes
a balance between the needs of users, art-
ists, and AI developers. Not only must
current laws be changed, but stakehold-
ers like legislators, legal professionals,
technologists, and the creative commu-
nity must also be encouraged to engage
in cooperative discourse.

The ultimate objective should be to
establish a legal framework that protects
the rights of all parties concerned while
promoting innovation. By doing this,
India can guarantee that society reaps
the greatest benefits from AI while pre-
serving a just and equitable system for
the protection of intellectual property.
Although the road ahead is difficult, In-
dia may successfully negotiate the diffi-
culties of Al and copyright with careful
consideration and preemptive action.

The below mentioned poem was gen-
erated by Al, I was the prompt giver- now
be a peach and tell me who deserves the
copyright?

ChatGPT emerged, our new

machine.

With algorithms grand, it speaks
so bright,

Guiding our queries, day and
night.

Oh marvel, oh wonder, this
digital sage,

Words on command, our thoughts
it gauges.

Yet, can it fathom the depths of
the heart,

Or mimic the soul in every part?
A marvel of tech, no doubt it
seems,

Our prose machine, fulfilling
dreams.

But in its circuits, does wisdom
lay?

Or just a mirror to our dismay?
So hail the chatbot, our modern
muse,

Crafting our thoughts, as we
amuse.

Yet ponder, dear reader, at what
true cost,

In this grand game, what have
we lost?

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial stance
of Kashmir Observer

The author is an Advocate, Supreme
Court of India and can be reached at
madiyanadroo97@gmail.com

Siddarth Pai

ndian innovation powers the digital
world. India has shipped more soft-
ware than Saudi Arabia exports oil
— worth over $200 billion in a year.
Over 1 million engineers in the US are of
Indian origin. Over 10% of the Fortune
500 companies have Indian-origin chief
executive officers (CEOs). Eric Garcetti,
the US envoy to India, joked that one can-
not become a CEO in America unless they
are from India. A study of US unicorn
founders by Ilya Strebulaev of Stanford
Graduate School of Business showed how
Indians are the largest proportion of non-
US-born founders.

This innovative heft has propelled
India to become the third-largest start-
up ecosystem in the world in terms of
capital raised, unicorns, and number of
start-ups. Yet, a dirty secret exists in the
Indian start-up ecosystem — over half of
India’s unicorns are not Indian compa-
nies, but foreign companies run by Indi-
ans. The Flipkart sale to Walmart, which
is the largest start-up exit from India, was
not of an Indian company. Flipkart was
and is still headquartered in Singapore,

India Must Bring In Innovators

though the team and management sit in
India. India is at risk of becoming a land
of subsidiaries, not start-ups.

The reasons for founders to choose to
enter the Indian market though a foreign
country are manifold, beginning with
incorporating a company where found-
ers run the risk of their company names
being rejected for frivolous reasons. Our
compliance demands for raising capital
are onerous and require multiple forms
to be filed and approved, with the choices
of securities severely restricted. India is
also unique in taxing capital investments
as income, a tax colloquially known as
angel tax.

Though laundering unaccounted
funds is a global issue, no other coun-
try has sought this innovation of tax-
ing investments as income. The Foreign
Exchange Management Act regulations
and enforcement make it impossible to
launch global software as a service com-
panies from India, where every credit
from a foreign source requires invoices
in triplicate before the bank processes
the transaction. Even exits as share
swaps, the most common exit avenue for
start-ups, is taxed in India, despite no
cash exchanging hands. India also taxes

domestic capital at twice the rate of for-
eign capital, and investments in start-ups
at twice the rate of investments in listed
companies. The Economic Survey 2022-23
covers the reasons for flipping in great
detail and urges the government to look
at remedying these issues.

Despite these frictions, India is still
the third-largest start-up ecosystem in
the world. The ability of Indian entrepre-
neurs to build world-class products de-
spite such odds is commendable.

The situation has improved in the
last 10 years, with further reforms in tow.
India crossing $2,000 in terms of per capi-
ta GDP in 2019 marks an inflection point
where spending shifts from sustenance
to consumption. This happened in the US
in the 1950s, Germany in the 1960s, Japan
in the 1970s, and China in the early 2000s.
Regulators such as the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India and International
Financial Services Centres Authority (IF-
SCA) have created regulated vehicles for
pooling capital into private assets such
as start-ups, creating an over $100 billion
investing industry through alternative
investments funds. This has allowed ru-
pee capital to finally invest in start-ups,
though the legislated subordination of

private market investing to listed market
investing in terms of tax rates and hold-
ing periods should be removed. Various
committees have been formed to reevalu-
ate our existing laws and rationalise
them further. Indian retail investors are
pumping close to Rs 19,000 crore monthly
as systematic investment plans into the
stock market and are lapping up initial
public offerings through double-digit
oversubscriptions.

Many start-ups that shifted out of
India over the last 15 years now wish
to come back to the country, but lack a
mechanism to do so. PhonePe was unique
in paying over $1 billion in taxes for mov-
ing back to India from Singapore, but no
other start-ups have the balance sheet to
support this.

This is why the scheme mentioned
in the “Onshoring Indian innovation to
GIFT IFSC” report released in August
2023 is crucial. It lays out a framework
based on the scheme to redomicile funds
investing in India but based in other
countries to shift to GIFT International
Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in a
tax-free manner. GIFT IFSC has a unified
regulator in the form of the IFSCA, allows
start-ups to maintain accounts in US dol-

lars, and has a host of tax benefits to at-
tract and retain companies. It forms the
perfect landing spot for such flipped start-
ups to come back to India and remain In-
dian companies.

Digital businesses have blurred geo-
graphic boundaries and the extent of the
sovereign over digital businesses arises
from having these companies domicile in
the said country. This is best understood
by the US and China, who allow their
companies to operate overseas while re-
maining domiciled in the motherland.
Europe is a digital colony as it lacks ma-
jor tech companies headquartered in its
borders. India too runs the risk of this
unless it allows for Indian entrepreneurs
to redomicile in India and reforms legis-
lation that prompted them to move out in
the first place.

Indian entrepreneurs look up to the
Start-up Prime Minister to allow them to
return to the country and create immense
value for India and Indians.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of Kashmir
Observer. The article was originally
published by Financial Express
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ashmir’s Theory of
esthetics and Rasa

Subhash Kak

ashmir has a long tradition
of scholars over centuries
continuing to work on aes-

thetic theory and rasa. It has also
been proposed that the count of 36
chapters of the Natya Sastra was
deliberately chosen to conform to
the theory of 36 tattvas or elements
of reality (25 tattvas as described in
the Sankhya system together with
the 11 Rudras that represent states
of consciousness), which count
was later formalized in Kashmir
Saivism. Also note that the bhana, a
one-actor play described by Bhara-
ta, is still performed in Kashmir by
actors called bhand pather (bhana
patra, in Sanskrit).

Manomohan Ghosh,1 the modern
translator of the Natya Sastra, be-
lieves that it belongs to the 5th cen-
tury bce. He bases his assessment
on the archaic pre-Paninian features
of the language and the fact that
Bharata mentions the Arthasastra
of Brhaspati and not that of the 4th
century bee Kautilya.

It is also noteworthy that there are
close connections between Kash-
mir and South India in the dramatic
tradition and the worship of Siva,
Pafcaratra, Tantra, and the arts. A
few years ago, when I pointed this
out to Vasundhara Filliozat, the art
historian who has worked on Karna-
taka, she said that the inscriptional
evidence indicates a continuous
movement of teachers from Kash-
mir to the South and that Kashmir
was likely the original source of
many of the early Shaivite, Tantric,
and Sthapatya Agamas. While this
is true of the period when scholars
were compelled to leave Kashmir
due to its unsettled conditions, a mi-
gration of teachers from the South
to Kashmir in the earlier periods is a
distinct possibility.

The Natya Sastra not only pres-
ents the language of creative ex-
pression, but is also the world’s
first book on stagecraft. It is so
comprehensive that it lists 108 dif-
ferent postures that can be combined
to give the various movements of
dance. Bharata’s ideas are the key to
proper understanding of Indian arts,
music, and sculpture. They provide
an insight into how different Indian
arts are expressions of a celebratory
attitude to the universe.

The Natya Sastra not only pres-

ents the language of creative ex-
pression, but is also the world’s
first book on stagecraft. It is so
comprehensive that it lists 108
different postures that can be com-
bined to give the various move-
ments of dance. Bharata’s ideas are
the key to proper understanding of
Indian arts, music, and sculpture.
They provide an insight into how
different Indian arts are expres-
sions of a celebratory attitude to
the universe.

The term natya is synonymous
with drama. According to Bharata,
the natya was created by taking
elements from each of the four Ve-
das: recitation (pathya) from the
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It is also noteworthy
that there are close
connections between
Kashmir and South
India in the dramatic
tradition and the
worship of iva,

P iicar tra, Tantra, and
the arts. A few years
ago, when | pointed
this out to Vasundhar
Filliozat, the art
historian who has
worked on Karnataka,
she said that the
inscriptional evidence
indicates a continuous
movement of
teachers from
Kashmir to the South
and that Kashmir
was likely the original
source of many of the
early Shaivite, Tantric,
and Sth patya gamas

Rgveda, song, or melody (gita)
from the Samaveda, acting (abhina-
ya) from the Yajurveda, and senti-
ments (rasa) from the Atharvaveda.
By this synthesis, the Natya Sastra
became the fifth Veda, meant to take
the spirit of the Vedic vision to the
common man.

The Natya Sastra classified the
diverse arts that are embodied in
the classical Indian concept of the
drama, including dance, music, po-
etics, and general aesthetics. Later,
the Visnudharmottara Purana of the
4th century ce (compiled during the
Karkotas) describes canonical con-
ventions of architecture, iconogra-
phy, and painting.

Five of the thirty-six chapters of
the Natya Sastra are devoted to mu-
sic. Bharata speaks of the 22 $rutis
of the octave, the seven notes and
the number of $rutis in each of them.

He explains how the vina is to be
tuned and describes the dhruvapada
songs that were part of musical per-
formances.

The concept of rasa, enduring
sentiment, lies behind the aesthet-
ics of the Natya Sastra. The artist,
through movement, voice, music,
or any other creative act, attempts
to evoke them in the listener and
the spectator. This evocation helps
to plumb the depths of one’s ex-
perience,  thereby  facilitating
self-knowledge. Love poems are
suffused with §rngara rasa in one
of two modes: union (sambhoga)
and separation (vipralambha) and,
of course, they can be joined with
other rasas. If love is about the im-
pending sense of loss, it is bound
with the deepest emotions related
to being.

The ideas of the Natya Sastra
provide an overarching framework
to the Indian theory on sculpture,
temple architecture, performance,
dance, and storytelling. But unlike
other technical $astras that were
written for the scholar, Bharata’s
work influenced millions directly.
For these reasons alone, the Natya
Sastra is one of the most important
books ever written.

The author is US-based scholar
and historian

The above text is excerpted from
“Whispers from the Past: Art
and Wisdom of Kashmir” by
Subhash Kak

Major IT Outage Points of Vulnerable

Richard Forno

he global information tech-
Tnology outageon July 19,

2024, that paralyzed orga-
nizations ranging from airlines to
hospitals and even the delivery of
uniformsfor the Olympic Games
represents a growing concern
for cybersecurity professionals,
businesses and governments.

The outage is emblematic
of the way organizational net-
works, cloud computing services
and the internet are interde-
pendent, and the vulnerabilities
this creates. In this case, a faulty
automatic update to the widely
used Falcon cybersecurity soft-
ware from CrowdStrike caused
PCs running Microsoft’s Win-
dows operating system to crash.
Unfortunately, many servers and
PCs need to be fixed manually,
and many of the affected organi-
zations have thousands of them
spread around the world.

For Microsoft, the problem
was made worsebecause the
company released an update to
its Azure cloud computing plat-
form at roughly the same time
as the CrowdStrike update. Mi-
crosoft, CrowdStrike and other
companies like Amazon have is-
sued technical work-arounds for
customers willing to take mat-
ters into their own hands. But for
the vast majority of global users,
especially companies, this isn’'t
going to be a quick fix.

Modern technology incidents,
whether cyberattacks or techni-
cal problems, continue to para-
lyze the world in new and inter-

Global Information Ecosystem

esting ways. Massive incidents
like the CrowdStrike update fault
not only create chaos in the busi-
ness world but disrupt global so-
ciety itself. The economic losses
resulting from such incidents
- lost productivity, recovery,
disruption to business and indi-
vidual activities - are likely to be
extremely high.

As a former cybersecurity
professional and current secu-
rity researcher, I believe that the
world may finally be realizing
that modern information-based
society is based on a very fragile
foundation.

THE BIGGER PICTURE

Interestingly, on June 11, 2024,
a post on CrowdStrike’s own
blog seemed to predict this very
situation - the global comput-
ing ecosystem compromised by
one vendor’s faulty technology
- though they probably didn’t
expect that their product would
be the cause.

Software supply chains have
long been a serious cybersecu-
rity concern and potential single
point of failure. Companies like
CrowdStrike, Microsoft, Apple
and others have direct, trusted
access into organizations’ and
individuals’ computers. As a re-
sult, people have to trust that the
companies are not only secure
themselves, but that the prod-
ucts and updates they push out
are well-tested and robust before
they’re applied to customers’ sys-
tems. The SolarWinds incidentof
2019, which involved hacking
the software supply chain, may

well be considered a preview of
today’s CrowdStrike incident.

CrowdStrike CEO  George
Kurtz said “this is not a security
incident or cyberattack” and
that “the issue has been identi-
fied, isolated and a fix has been
deployed.” While perhaps true
from CrowdStrike’s perspec-
tive - they were not hacked - it
doesn’t mean the effects of this
incident won't create security
problems for customers. It’s
quite possible that in the short
term, organizations may disable

some of their internet security
devices to try and get ahead of
the problem, but in doing so
they may have opened them-
selves up to criminals penetrat-
ing their networks.

It’s also likely that people will
be targeted by various scams
preying on user panic or igno-
rance regarding the issue. Over-
whelmed users might either take
offers of faux assistance that lead
to identity theft, or throw away
money on bogus solutions to this
problem.

WHAT T0 DO

Organizations and users will
need to wait until a fix is avail-
able or try to recover on their
own if they have the technical
ability. After that, I believe there
are several things to do and con-
sider as the world recovers from
this incident.

Companies will need to ensure
that the products and services
they use are trustworthy. This
means doing due diligence on the
vendors of such products for se-
curity and resilience. Large orga-

nizations typically test any prod-
uct upgrades and updatesbefore
allowing them to be released to
their internal users, but for some
routine products like security
tools, that may not happen.

Governments and companies
alike will need to emphasize re-
silience in designing networks
and systems. This means taking
steps to avoid creating single
points of failure in infrastructure,
software and workflows that an
adversary could target or a di-
saster could make worse. It also
means knowing whether any of
the products organizations de-
pend on are themselves depen-
dent on certain other products or
infrastructures to function.

Organizations will need to re-
new their commitment to best
practices in cybersecurity and
general IT management. For ex-
ample, having a robust backup
system in place can make recov-
ery from such incidents easier
and minimize data loss. Ensuring
appropriate policies, procedures,
staffing and technical resources
is essential.

Problems in the software sup-
ply chain like this make it dif-
ficult to follow the standard IT
recommendation to always keep
your systems patched and cur-
rent. Unfortunately, the costs of
not keeping systems regularly
updated now have to be weighed
against the risks of a situation
like this happening again.

By arrangements with The
Conversation
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Biden fact-checks Trump’s speech, vows to fight on as
he prepares to hit campaign trail again

Agenceis

President Joe Biden hit out at Donald
Trump on Saturday for his "dark vi-
sion" for the country and said he will
resume campaign next week to ex-
pose his Republican rival's Project
2025 agenda amidst Democrats' calls
for him to quit the race.

In a thread of 13 posts on X, Biden,
81, said he had the distinct misfortune
of watching Trump's speech, which he
fact-checked and tore down the latter's
claims one by one, at times, supporting
it by what his government did on that
issue late on Friday night local time.

Biden, who tested positive for

COVID-19 a few days ago, is in isola-
tion at his home in Delaware. After
this week's rest, he is expected to hit
the campaign trail next week as he
aims to seek re-election.

I'm stuck at home with COVID, so |
had the distinct misfortune of watch-
ing Donald Trump's speech to the RNC.
What the hell was he talking about?
Biden started with this post on X while
poking fun at the keynote speech of
the opposition party's presidential
nominee for the November 5 election
at the Republican National Convention
in Milwaukee on Thursday.

Biden then added 11 other posts
each fact-checking issues, including

what Trump, 78, did with COVID-19,
his claim about Social Security and
Medical, tax cuts, inflation, and
Project 2025 agenda where Trump
wants to throw immigrants into mass
detention camps.

The post which said, He praised
Hannibal Lecter. Donald, Hannibal
Lecter is not real. And he is a cannibal,
almost went viral garnering the most
retweets and likes among other posts
in the thread.

The thread ended with: And if
you're with me, pitch in to our cam-
paign and had a poster showing Trump
and his running mate ] D Vance and a
caption: Protect Democracy. Defeat

Trump-Vance.'

Meanwhile, in a statement issued
by his campaign, Biden said: Donald
Trump's dark vision for the future is not
who we are as Americans. Together, as
a party and as a country, we can and
will defeat him at the ballot box.

[ look forward to getting back on the
campaign trail next week to continue
exposing the threat of Donald Trump's
Project 2025 agenda while making the
case for my own record and the vision
that I have for America: one where we
save our democracy, protect our rights
and freedoms and create opportunity
for everyone, he said.

For over 90 minutes, he focused on

his own grievances, with no plan to
unite us and no plan to make life bet-
ter for working people, said the presi-
dent referring to Trump's speech.

He avoided mentioning his Project
2025 agenda, but still proudly flaunt-
ed the worst of MAGA (Make America
Great Again) extremism,” Biden said,
referring to Trump's mention of im-
migrants. Americans know exactly
where he wants to take this country.

One of the priorities of Project 2025,
published by the Heritage Foundation,
is to create a roadmap for the first 180
days of the new Trump administra-
tion to quickly reorient every federal
agency around its conservative vision.

It also aims to recruit and train thou-
sands of people loyal to the conserva-
tive movement to fill federal govern-
ment positions, according to CNN.

The Biden-Harris campaign alleged:
Trump is still the same twice-im-
peached, 34-time convicted felon con-
sumed by revenge and hell-bent on
seeking retribution in a second term.

Days after Biden's disastrous per-
formance against Trump in the first
presidential debate, Democrats re-
mained split on whether he can beat
the former president in November and
as of Friday at least 10 Democrats had
joined the chorus calling on him to
step back.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Terror Attacks

as per sources, were attended by Director
General of Police (DGP) RR Swain, DG BSF, DG
CRPF, Heads of Intelligence Agencies and other
senior officials of army, CAPFs and J&K Police at
Raj Bhavan, Jammu.

The security review meetings in Jammu
came close on the heels of the July 16 terror-
ist ambush in Doda district where five sol-
diers were killed and as many injured. On July
14, Prime Minister Narendera Modi chaired a
meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Security.
The meeting was followed by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s another security review
where surge in terrorist strikes in Jammu was
discussed threadbare.

An official statement said that LG Sinha
chaired a high-level meeting with the Army
Chief, various heads of security and law en-
forcement agencies on the security situation in
Jammu division at Raj Bhawan, Jammu. “Chief
of the Army Staff and the LG asked the Army,
CAPFs and the Jammu Kashmir Police to pro-
actively conduct coordinated counter-terror-
ism operations in Jammu Division,” the state-
ment said. “We must launch meticulous and
well-planned counter-terrorism operations
with greater synergy between all the agen-
cies to wipe out terrorists and those aiding
and abetting them.” As per the statement, the
LG also directed that the security grid should
be further strengthened to ensure zero cross-
border infiltration.

Earlier, in the meeting held at PHQ Jammu,
sources said that the security officials dis-
cussed threadbare the modus-operandi of
terrorists operating in Jammu, how they man-
aged to sneak in, routes used by them to in-
filtrate, possibility of new tunnels dug along
International Border and routes being used by
foreign terrorists to enter Jammu via Punjab
border.

They said that the Army chief stressed on
well-coordinated efforts to tackle new terror
challenges in the Jammu region while ensuring
minimal casualties to security forces, especial-
ly the army. In the past 32 months, 41 soldiers
have been killed in Jammu alone in a spate of
terrorist attacks, triggering a security concern
for the grid.

“The meeting focussed on plugging the op-
erational flaws and intensifying the counter
terrorist operations while following a renewed
strategy,” a source said. “It was also decided
to zero in on the terror-ecosystem and ter-
rorist sympathisers strictly. The meeting also
evolved a consensus that a close watch must be
maintained on the former terrorists and Over
Ground Workers (OGWs).”(KNO)

‘Kashmir Model’

way security forces crushed terrorism in
Kashmir, a similar strategy will be adopted in
Jammu as well,” the LG said, adding that “today
all terror outfits in Kashmir are headless.”

He said there is a peaceful atmosphere pre-
vailing in the Valley and one could have never
thought about it some five years ago. “A se-
ries of steps were taken to shape the future
of youth. We launched back to the village,
my town my pride, identification of youth for
skill development and entrepreneurship at
Panchayat level,” the LG said.

LG Sinha’s statement comes on a day when
Army Chief General Upendera Dwivedi is ar-
riving in Jammu to chair a high level secu-
rity review meeting in the wake of surge in

terrorist attacks on army, especially the killing
of four soldiers including the captain rank of-
ficer in the terrorist ambush at Doda district on
July 16. In the past 32 months 48 soldiers were
killed in action in J&K.

The LG said that at present, 540 boys and
girls are becoming entrepreneurs on a daily
basis in J&K.

“A total of 840 start-ups have come up in
J&K of which 265 are run by young women,”
he said.

With peace, the LG said, in the past four to
five years, J&K has seen transparency in the
government recruitment process. “Not a single
person was appointed on the basis of any sort
of influence. Children of cart pullers, vegetable
vendors and street vendors have got govern-
ment jobs for the first time,” he said.

‘|&K Transformation Has Frustrated Master
Of Terror’

The positive transformation in Jammu and
Kashmir has frustrated the “master of terror”,
but our government will not allow ill inten-
tions of the enemy to succeed, said Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Saturday amidst a
spurt in violence in the Jammu region.

Speaking at a function at SKICC, Sinha said
J&K has undergone a huge positive transforma-
tion, but some people have a problem with it.

“This transformation has especially frus-
trated the master of terror that our neighbour
is, and they are trying to create terror in the
Jammu region,” he said, referring to the spate
of attacks in the region.

The LG said, “We will not allow their ill in-
tentions to succeed”.

“The people of Jammu have always with-
stood terror, and I have full faith in the brav-
ery of our jawans. The way the commanders
of all the outfits were wiped out from here
(Kashmir), our security forces and army will
soon succeed in getting rid of them there (in
Jammu region),” he said.

Our Focus Women

harness the entrepreneurial potential of
women in J&K UT, increase financial access and
market reach for women entrepreneurs and to
create a nurturing ecosystem for women’s eco-
nomic empowerment.

“We want women entrepreneurs of J&K UT
to build global brands and fortunes through
their own hard work and strong drive. Our fo-
cus is women-led development and dedicated
efforts have been made for women’s economic
participation to boost economic growth,” the
LG said.

The overarching goal is to establish a sus-
tainable enterprise model that contributes to
employment generation and economic growth,
he added.

Reiterating the UT Administration’s resolve
to promote entrepreneurship and startups
in J&K, under the guidance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the LG said endeavours like
Startup Policy is a testimony to our commit-
ment to provide necessary support and re-
sources to the youth to turn their entrepre-
neurial dreams into reality.

“The new JK Startup portal will ensure the
seamless execution of the Startup Policy. The
portal will streamline the application process
for various support mechanisms viz. seed
funding, mentoring, startup awards and claim-
ing infrastructure benefits for development of
incubators/incubation facilities,” the LG said.

The LG also commended the JKTPO, JKEDI,
J&K Bank and other stakeholders for their
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significant contribution in empowering the
women and young entrepreneurs of the UT.

To support the startup ecosystem and pro-
mote innovation in the region, JKEDI has signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) today
with five higher educational institutions.

The LG said the MoUs will help the students
enhance their skills and knowledge with en-
trepreneurship, innovation and startups.

On the occasion, women entrepreneurs as-
sociated with Hausla 1.0. shared their success
stories. They also expressed gratitude to the
LG led UT Administration for providing neces-
sary support and guidance for their business
ventures.

Hausla 1.0 programme has successfully
trained 118 women entrepreneurs, expanded
networks, facilitated participation in national
exhibitions, and increased market reach.

Under Hausla 2.0, JKEDI will ensure quality
training sessions at the district level to the se-
lected 400 women entrepreneurs from Jammu
Kashmir. This decentralized approach will en-
sure broader regional participation and cater to
women from various sectors, it was informed.

Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Vice
Chancellor IUST; Prof. Nazir Ahmed Ganai,
Vice Chancellor SKUAST-Kashmir; Vikramjit
Singh, Commissioner Secretary, Industries &
Commerce Department; Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-
Din Bhat, Deputy Commissioner Srinagar;
Khalid Jahangir, Managing Director, JKTPO; Sh
Rajinder Sharma, Director, JKEDI; HoDs, repre-
sentatives of trade bodies; women and young
entrepreneurs were present in large numbers.

Heat Wave Returns

destination, the mercury settled at 29.9 de-
gree Celsius while in Kupwara, it settled at 34.6
degree Celsius. Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort,
however recorded a maximum temperature of
24.5 degree Celsius.

Besides Kashmir, the mercury has also im-
proved in Jammu division today with Jammu
recording a maximum temperature of 37.4 de-
gree Celsius.

Banihal has recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 32.0 degree Celsius while Batote, Katra
and Bhaderwah recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 29.3 degree Celsius, 33.5 degree
Celsius and 34.2 degree Celsius respectively.

Moreover, amidst the possibility of heat-
wave for next 72 hours, the weatherman here
has forecasted the possibility of a short spell
in a few areas of Kashmir and many parts of
Jammu division on July 23 and 24. (KNO)

MMU Calls For

a mourning ritual inside Khangah-e-Maula
on 12th Muharram. The event was flagged by
former Mayor Junaid Azim Matuu on ‘X’ who
demanded action by the Waqf Board. This
prompted Waqf Board chairperson Darkhshan
Andrabi to issue a statement announcing ac-
tion against the youth. Not content with this
an ultra conservative religious body ‘Mutahida
Ulama-e-Ahle Sunnat’ led by Abdul Rasheed
Dawoodi declared that Khanqgah's sanctity has
been violated and that the group will convene
another meeting to decide on next course of
action besides cleansing of the Khangah.

MMU too lent its weight behind the demand
for a probe saying that “it seems that this inci-
dent was a planned attempt to hurt the senti-
ments of the larger sect by some elements at
work, which needs to be investigated.

“While it is the duty of the Waqfboard to un-
earth the truth behind this incident as they are

the custodians of the shrines and maintaining
their sanctity is their duty, MMU has decided
to form a committee consisting of responsible
members from both sects to investigate and
identify the elements involved,” it said in the
statement.

MMU also expressed concern and condem-
nation over the remarks and comments made
by some scholars, preachers, and speakers
of both Sunni and Shia communities during
various Ashura Muharram events, as well as
remarks and comments during mourning pro-
cessions regarding the Sahaba.

“Such remarks and actions cannot be toler-
ated and demand an inquiry, especially when
all members of MMU from all sects are con-
stantly making efforts to ensure unity and
brotherhood among the followers of all sects
while pursuing their respective practices,” it
said, adding that the committee will also in-
vestigate this matter and identify who is re-
sponsible for this.

Action Taken

the sectarian cordiality was made by some
today at Khangah-e-Maula. J&K Waqf Board
has taken cognisance of the matter & action
has been initiated. Nobody will be allowed to
create any sectarian divide and stern action is
being taken,” Andrabi said in a post on X.

Srinagar’s former Mayor Junaid Azim Mattu
had flagged the incident earlier, saying it was
unprecedented and could disturb sectarian
harmony.

“I'm the most vociferous supporter of
Shia-Sunni unity and we are all proud
Muhibaan-e-Ahle-Bayat but Azadaari inside
Khangah-e-Moula is unprecedented and could
potentially disturb sectarian harmony. What is
@Jandkwagqfboard upto? I appeal for calm and
understanding,” Mattu said on X.

J&K Sees 1.2 Lakh

has been noticed over the years. 0.71 Lakhs
(2021) to 1.57 Lakhs (2022-23) and now 1.80
Lakhs in 2023-24.

“During the academic year 2023- 24, the en-
rolment data of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
(JNV) and Kendriya Vidyalaya (KV) has been
excluded from the total enrolment figures of
government schools by MoE, which earlier
remained a part of enrolment in the previous
figures. As a result, the total enrolment in gov-
ernment schools stood at 13.84 Lakhs,” the of-
ficial said.

Stating the stats of current academic year,
the official said that the proactive enrolment
drives and campaigns have successfully in-
creased enrolment in government schools,
with new admission 64,500 children in Jammu
division and 55,869 children in Kashmir
division.

“This brings the total enrolment in govern-
ment schools to an impressive addition of 1.20
Lakh Children, raising the overall enrolment at
considerable level, which reflects a significant
increase in the number of students choosing
government schools,” the official said. (KNO)

17 Yrs On, Tabinda

alias Billa, both residents of Langate, Jahangir
Ansari of West Bengal, and Suresh Kumar of
Rajasthan.

A case vide FIR number 152/2007 under
Sections 302, 376 and 34 RPC was regis-
tered and after investigation, police filed a
chargesheet against all the four accused.

The Trial Courtin its judgement had observed

that convicts are a menace to the society, they
have shown no sympathy to the helpless minor
girl who was reading in the middle class and
to conceal their evil deeds they had resorted to
this drastic and extreme brutal act which re-
sulted in depriving life of a innocent minor girl.

Sessions Court also drew parallels to the
“Nirbhaya gang rape and murder case”, where
not only the adminstration including the po-
lice but the political class was shaken and the
response was in the form of legislative amend-
ments and setting up of fast track Courts for
trying sexual offences.

The Kupwara District Court pronounced its
verdict on April 24, 2015, sentencing all the
four convicts to death.

“ Convicts are sentenced to death for of-
fences under section 302/34 and each one for
rigorous imprisonment of seven years for an
offence punishable under Section 363/34 RPC.
The convicts are also sentenced to rigorous im-
prisonment for 10 years for the offence punish-
able under Sections 376(G)/34 RPC. They are
also sentenced to simple imprisonment of one
month for offences punishable under Section
341/ 34 of RPC. The sentences shall run con-
currently,” read the verdict.

However, the accused later approached the
High Court and filed an appeal challenging the
conviction Order passed by Principal Sessions
Judge Kupwara.

Speaking to Kashmir Observer, Mubeen
Wani, Deputy Advocate General who is repre-
senting the Government UT/State said, “Now
the case is being taken up regularly on hear-
ing days by the Hon’ble Court. We are defend-
ing the case to the best of our capabilities and
we expect that the appeal will be decided
soon.”

HC Quashes FIR

Order 39 Rule 2-A is quasi criminal and
though it has a punitive aspect embodied
therein whereunder the offender can be or-
dered to be detained in the civil prison yet,
the person who complains disobedience or
breach of order has to clearly make out beyond
any doubt that there was an order required to
be obeyed by the opposite party and that the
said order has been observed in breach or dis-
obeyed,” the court said.

It is also a settled position of law, the court
said, that the provisions of Order 39 Rule 2-A
CPC are to be exercised without there being
any element of vindictiveness.

“Thus, in presence of the said provisions
of Order 39 Rule 2-A .....there was no reason
or occasion for the trial court .....to pass the
impugned order dated 29.02.2024 directing
the registration of FIR against the petition-
ers (3 persons/ defendants in the civil suit)
in the matter for violation of order of in-
junction passed by the appellate court dated
07.06.2017,” the court said, adding,. “The said
order thus, cannot but be said to have been
passed by the trial court without any power
and authority.”

The court subsequently quashed the trial
court order as well as FIR registered based on
it.

“Viewed thus, what has been observed, con-
sidered and analyzed ...., the instant petition
merits to be allowed. Accordingly the peti-
tion is allowed and the impugned order dated
29.02.2024 passed by the court of Sub Judge/
JMIC Kupwara as also the impugned FIR No.
10/2024 dated 03.03.2024 registered with
Police Station Trehgam are quashed.”

KASHMIR OBSERVER

The methods used to consume news have changed over time from newspapers, to
television, to the Internet on our computers to carrying the news around with us

VISIT

https://www.youtube.
com/c/kobserver

&

24/7 on smartphones in our pockets.

Kashmir Observer, with 25 years of experience in news gathering is now
available 24x7 on all digital platforms like laptops, cell phones or via Bluetooth
on your smart TV’s across the world.

[w] ORSCAN
3

Kashmir Observer is a one stop information bank for you. Watch live debates, talk
shows and documentaries on critical issues facing Kashmir on KO youtube channel.




STATE

KASHMIROBSER\/ER®O7

Srinagar | Sunday | 21-07-2024

Lam Tral, Breathtaking Site
Seeks Government Attention

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Lam, a breathtak-
ing site in Aripal belt of Tral in
South Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict has been craving for atten-
tion from the authorities.
Locals said that Gujjar Saran
is a very beautiful place with
great tourism potential but
needs government attention.
They said that the area is as
beautiful as Pahalgam but the
government has failed to give it
connectivity due to which less
people visit the spot.
Mohammad Abbas, a local
resident said that hundreds of
youth visit Lam-Gujjar Saran
area on a daily basis but they
have to go by foot for about two
kilometers as the condition of
the road is very bad.
He said that Lam-Gujjar Sa-
ran lush green forest and a
canal has crystal water, which

attracts people towards it.

Basharat Ahmad, another lo-
cal said that this area has huge
tourism potential but that needs
to be channelized properly.

He said that hundreds of
people from this economically
backward area can earn their
livelihood if it is developed
properly.

Locals said that they have
brought this issue into the no-
tice of concerned authorities
several times but to no avail.

They urged the tourism de-
partment to develop it as a
tourist spot, adding that de-
veloping it as a tourist desti-
nation can help locals to earn
livelihood.

Meanwhile, an official told
of the tourism department
said that the area is being de-
veloped as tourist destination,
adding that the work is expect-
ed to be started soon—(KNO)

Over 100 Hospitalized After
Diarrhoea Outbreak In Srigufwara

Agencies

ANANTNAG: Over one hundred
people from Srigufwara area of
South Kashmir’s Anantnag dis-
trict were hospitalised after the
outbreak of diarrhoea in Trail
village, officials said.

Officials said that a large pop-
ulation including elderly people
in Trail village of Srigufwara
suffered loose motions and
vomiting, following which the
health teams were immediately
dispatched to the area and all
the affected people have been
admitted to health facilities.

“More than 100 residents
were being treated for loose
motions and vomiting. Prob-
ably unsafe or impure drinking
water could be the cause, but
test reports are yet to confirm
the facts. The Health Depart-
ment has set up a medical
camp in the area,” officials said.

Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Anantnag, Syeed Fakhruddin
Hamid, along with other offi-
cials, visited the village today
after the outbreak.

Block Medical Officer (BMO),
Sallar, Dr. Zahoor Ahmad, said
that the number of infected
people has reached 100, and
all are stable. He said the in-
fected people are being treated
at three health facilities, and
teams of medicos have been
deployed in the village.

Dr. Zahoor said that an
awareness camp has been
conducted, and teams from
Srinagar have also visited the
area. "Water test samples have
been taken from eight places,
and the results will be available
soon. The most affected people
are from the young and elderly
age groups,” he added.

Locals alleged that the reser-
voir from which the drinking
water is being supplied to the
whole area was kept open for
a couple of days. They accused
the Jal Shakti department of
carelessness.

"We demand an investiga-
tion into why the water res-
ervoir was kept open for two
days. The reservoir is polluted,
and there is no cleanliness at
the site," they alleged.

Sareer Wani, Executive Engi-
neer Jal Shakti Department, Di-
vision Bijbehera, told KNO that
the reservoir is closed but the
filtration point remains open,
as it remains in other locations
where there is a water supply
scheme.

He said the water supply
scheme serves water to almost
ten villages, but only a single
village was affected by the out-
break due to unknown reasons.

"Samples have been taken by
the Jal Shakti Department from
nearly 20 places for laboratory
testing," he added—(KNO)

Dr Rakesh Bahl Appointed
Principal GMC Doda

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu an
Kashmir  govern- @ = |
ment has appoint- |
ed Dr Rakesh Bahl
as principal gov- |
ernment medical !
college Doda with
immediate effect. |

According to the |
order, Dr Bahl will
take charge of the
post in addition to
his own duties at
government medi-
cal college, Jammu.

“In the interest of adminis-

tration and patient care, Prof.
(Dr.) Rakesh Bahl of Depart-
ment of Community Medi-
cine, Government
Medical College
Jammu shall look
after the charge of
the post of Princi-
pal, Government
Medical College
Doda, in addition
to his own duties,
in his own pay and
grade, with im-
mediate effect, till
regular appoint-
ment to the post is made,” read
the order.

Cyber Cell Saves Rs 84,484 In
Online Financial Fraud In Kupwara

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant
achievement, the Cyber Cell
of J&K Police saved Rs 84,484
after receiving a complaint re-
garding online financial fraud
in Kupwara.

On receiving the complaint,
an initial investigation was
taken up which revealed that
the fraud was done using a fake
WhatsApp call. The investiga-
tion also revealed that the vic-
tim was asked to submit school
fee via PhonePay, after follow-
ing the directions from the

fraudster, a police spokesman
said in a statement.

Using cyber tactics, Cyber Cell
Kupwara successfully blocked
the transactions and the amount
was put on hold and saved this
whole amount, police said.

Cyber Cell of J&K Police urged
the general public to stay vigilant
against online fake trading, avoid
clicking on suspicious links, Fake
SMS credit Messages, refrain
from installing unauthorized
Apps, avoiding to pick any video
call from unknown numbers and
be cautious while sharing per-
sonal information online.

Power DISCOMS Adds
Over 40,000 New
Connectionsin J&K

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The power dis-
tribution corporations (DIS-
COMS) of Jammu and Kashmir
have added over 41,000 new
connections to their consumer
base during a massive drive
against illegal connections and
power theft in the Union terri-
tory this year, officials said.
The maximum number of
new connections, nearly 70%,
belong to domestic consum-
ers, they said. The other cat-
egories include non-domestic
commercial, agriculture sec-
tor, electric vehicle charging
stations, industrial, and gov-
ernment departments.
Currently, there are nearly
20.5 lakh power consumers
in J&K with a total agreement
load consumption of 4010.52
megawatts
The DISCOMS also delivered
nearly 1,900 applications re-
lated to name change, own-
ership change, and category
change for power consumers
recently, as per official data.
Early this year, the twin
corporations of J&K, Kashmir
Power Distribution Corporation

Limited (KPDCL) and Jammu
Power Distribution Corporation
Limited (JPDCL), started a mas-
sive drive against power bill de-
faulters and illegal connections.
The drive resulted in the dis-
connection of 11,450 consum-
ers for non-payment of dues,
with outstanding arrears of Rs
43.26 crore recovered in the
Kashmir division alone. KPDCL
also intensified action against
smart metre tampering, with
nearly 600 applications filed
for the registration of FIRs.
KPDCL also added 13,719 new
connections to its domestic con-

sumer base, increasing the load
by 7.5 MW. The new connec-
tions include 1,949 in Kulgam,
1,630 in Budgam, and 1,269 in
Sopore, among other areas.

Meanwhile,  corporations
have advised consumers to
avoid using crude heating
gadgets like heaters and boil-
ers, which have been banned
by the government.

The crackdown on power
theft is part of the power de-
partment’s efforts to reduce
losses and improve the overall
efficiency of the power distribu-
tion system in the UT—(KNO).

'Ignoring High BP Pressure Can

Increase Risk Of Stroke'

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Ignoring high
blood pressure can increase
therisk of heart disease, stroke
and other serious health con-
ditions, doctors warn, add-
ing that regular screening is
essential for managing and
monitoring blood pressure.

Medical professionals said
that high blood pressure, or hy-
pertension, is often called a "si-
lent killer" because it typically
has no symptoms but can lead
to life-threatening health prob-
lems. They said regular check-
ups are necessary to detect and
manage this condition.

Dr Shahnawaz, a cardiologist
at DHSK, said that heart dis-
ease and stroke are among the
most common complications
associated with hypertension.
"High blood pressure can dam-
age your arteries, making them
less elastic and decreasing the
flow of blood and oxygen to
your heart, leading to heart-re-
lated ailments," he said, adding
that increased pressure could
cause blood vessels in the brain
to burst or become blocked,
which results in a stroke.

Dr Igbal, another physician
said that high blood pressure
could strain the kidneys and
impair their ability to filter
waste from the blood effec-

tively. “Hypertension could
damage blood vessels in the
eyes, leading to vision prob-
lems, and limit blood flow to
reproductive organs, causing
sexual dysfunction,” he said.
According to doctors, every
third or fourth adult in the re-
gion has hypertension, but al-
most half are unaware of their
condition. "This silent Kkiller
doesn't show symptoms during
illness except for some vague
signs attributed to other dis-
eases," they said. "Unfortunate-
ly, four out of five hypertensive
patients are not keeping their
blood pressure under control,
which leads to severe con-
sequences like heart attacks,
strokes, and kidney failure.”
They observed that hyper-
tension is also becoming more
common among school-going

#

children due to drastic lifestyle
and dietary changes, including
sedentary habits, high intake
of salt, sugar, and fat, junk food
consumption, smoking, sub-
stance abuse and stress.

The experts called for
adopting an active lifestyle,
maintaining a healthy weight,
regular exercise, and monitor-
ing blood pressure. They said
regular checkups are crucial
for detecting and managing
high blood pressure early,
which can reduce the risk of
severe health issues.

The doctors also recom-
mended lifestyle  changes
such as a healthy diet, regular
physical activity, maintaining
a healthy weight, limiting alco-
hol intake and quitting smok-
ing to help manage and prevent
high blood pressure—(KNO)

Homestay Spring in Gurez, Keran

Prove Source Of Income For Locals

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Ali Mohammad
Khan worked as a daily wa-
ger for years and would often
spend summers in Srinagar for
work.

It fetched him some money
to support his family of six
members. Come 2021, the
government threw open Keran
for tourists, which emerged as
one of the preferred border
tourist destinations for visi-
tors worldwide.

Seeing it as an opportunity
to make some extra bucks,
Khan decided to convert
his two-storied home into
a homestay for tourists. “It
proved to be a good decision.
Now, I make good money to
support my family as well
as the education of my three
kids,” he said.

Khan is not the only case, as
scores of the locals have con-
verted their homes into home-
stays to cash in on the tourists
flow to the border area.

Local residents have seized
the opportunity by offering
homestays, providing visi-
tors with an authentic taste
of Kashmiri life. These home-
stays not only offer comfort-
able lodging but also allow
tourists to experience local
customs, cuisine, and daily
activities.

FARACHL Y L&

Similarly, Gurez, which has
been on the wishlist of almost
every tourist visiting Kashmir
too is becoming a homestay
heaven.

Fancy cafés and deluxe
homestays have solved the
problem of tourists who a few
years before would have to
make efforts for such facilities.

“While camping is becom-
ing popular here, homestays
are loved by the tourists who
want a relaxing stay after a
tough journey to the valley.
We have scores of homestays,
which provide locals as well as
exotic dishes to the tourists,”
said Mohammad Anas Khan,
alocal.

Tourists from across the
country and abroad are flock-

ing to the remote villages in
Gurez and Keran to enjoy the
serene landscapes, traditional
Kashmiri hospitality, and the
thrill of staying close to the
LoC.

Pertinently, as per the of-
ficial figures, Jammu and val-
ley has witnessed an addition
of 1,485 homestays boasting
13,000 rooms in the last few
couple of years.

“To accommodate the in-
creasing tourist flow and
provide quality services, the
Union Territory government
devised homestay guidelines.
More than 1,485 homestays
with a bed capacity of 13,000
have been registered so far
across Jammu and Kashmir,”
official document said—(KNO)

Jal Shakti Dept Appeals People
To Use Water Judiciously

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: While the protests
erupted in Srinagar and else-
where over the paucity of wa-
ter amidst the scorching heat in
Kashmir, the authorities here
have issued an appeal to the
general public, urging them to
use drinking water judiciously
and refrain from unnecessary
wastage.

In an appeal to general public,
the Executive Engineer, water
Works Division, Srinagar has
stated that due to increase in
temperature in Kashmir valley,
the consumption, drawls of wa-
ter supply have increased con-
siderably, resulting in shortage
of water supply in some parts
of Srinagar City especially in tail
end areas of the city.

“As such, general public is
appealed to use the drinking
water judiciously and avoid
wastages/misuse of water by
using it in Lawns, Kitchen-Gar-
dens, washing of vehicles etc,”
reads the communication.

The communication states that
the consumers using direct on-
line boosters are appealed to stop
this practice immediately for eq-
uitable distribution of water sup-
ply in their respective areas.

"This is an offence under Jam-
mu & Kashmir Water Resources
Regulation and Management
Act 2010 and the department
shall be forced to take action
against all such offenders”,
states the communication.

To address grievances related
to water scarcity, as per the
communication, a provincial
control room has been estab-
lished, operating round the
clock to assist with complaints
and issues.

Designated nodal officers
have also been appointed to
promptly address genuine con-
cerns regarding water supply.

When contacted, Chief Engi-
neer, Jal Shakti Department, Vi-
vek Kohli said that the situation
is not alarming, but the people
have been asked to avoid wast-
ages and also using the motors
and other gadgets.

About the water scarcity, he
said in case the need arises,
the department has kept wa-
ter tankers available in order to
ensure adequate water supply
to the consumers.

Pertinently, several areas of
Kashmir witnessed protests
on Friday as the people took
to the streets, demanding ad-
equate water supply, claiming
that amidst the scorching heat,
the people are being pushed to
the wall due to inadequate wa-
ter supply in their areas—(with
KNO inputs)

District Administration Gears Up
'To Make Udhampur Plastic Free

Observer News Service

UDHAMPUR: In a significant
effort under the supervision of
Deputy Commissioner Udham-
pur Saloni Rai, a massive drive
was undertaken to make Dis-
trict Udhampur Polythene-free.

A team led by the Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner,
Joginder Singh Jasrotia and
comprising of other district
officials including Assistant
Commissioner Revenue Dr
Umesh Shan, CEO Municipal
Council, Divisional Officer Pol-
lution Control Board, Assistant
Controller Legal Metrology, and
Assistant Director Handloom,
among others, conducted thor-
ough search and seizure op-
erations targeting illegal poly-

thene use and distribution.

The aim of the drive was not
only to enforce the elimination
of polythene and single-use
plastics but also to educate
and create awareness among
the public about their harmful
environmental impacts. The
campaign emphasized promot-
ing sustainable alternatives to
plastic bags.

A total of 312.4 kilograms of
polythene was seized during
the drive, with fines amount-
ing to Rs. 23000 imposed and
recovered from the defaulters
on spot to discourage further
violations.

Teams were also mobilized
at Sub-divisional, Tehsil, Block
and Headquarters—to support
the initiative.

Police Solves Cheating
Case In Handwara

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Police in Handwara on
Saturday said to have arrested
three accused persons involved
in honey-trapping by imper-
sonating as a girl on social me-
dia platform & grabbing money.
Police Station Vilgam re-
ceived an application regarding
cheating on social media plat-
form (Facebook) using hon-
eytrap method and grabbing
money. In this regard, a case
FIR No. 43/2024 under relevant
sections of law was registered
in Police Station Vilgam and
investigation was set into mo-
tion, a police spokesman .
During the course of investi-
gation, three persons involved

in the commission of crime were
arrested. They were cheating
people using their fake Facebook
account and impersonating as a
girl. They have been identified
as Firdous Ah Tantray son of
Mohd Shafi Tantray, Danish Ah
Bhat son of Gh. Mohd Bhat and
Aaliyan Ah Bhat son of Ashiq
Hussain Bhat, all residents of
Dohama Vilgam. The trio arrest-
ed persons have been taken into
custody and their mobile phones
have been seized. Further inves-
tigation into the case is in prog-
ress, police said.

Meanwhile, police urged
people not to fall in the trap of
cheaters/fraudsters on social
media and not to share per-
sonal details with unknown
persons.

Preparations For Upcoming Special
Lok Adalat By SC Reviewed

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Justice (Acting),
High Court of J&K and Ladakh, Pa-
tron-in-Chief & Executive Chairman,
J&K Legal Services Authority, Tashi
Rabstan, Saturday chaired a crucial
meeting to review progress on iden-
tifying cases amenable to amicable
settlement during the upcoming
Special Lok Adalat. The special lok
adalat would be organised by the
Supreme Court of India from July
29,2024, to August 03, 2024.

The meeting was attended by D
C Raina Advocate General; Shahzad
Azeem, Registrar General High
Court of J&K and Ladakh; Achal
Sethi, Secretary Law; and Amit Ku-
mar Gupta, Member Secretary J&K
Legal Services Authority and Nodal
Officer for the Special Lok Adalat.

During the discussions, Justice
Tashi Rabstan emphasized that
out of the 107 cases identified and
forwarded by the Supreme Court
of India, 50 cases pertain to service
disputes and 12 cases involve land
acquisition issues.

The acting Chief Justice urged
upon the Ld. Advocate General and
the Secretary, Department of Law,
Justice & Parliamentary Affairs to
mobilize all the government de-
partments to ensure settlement of
maximum number of cases listed
during the Special Lok Adalat.

Advocate General informed that a
meeting has already been convened
with all the concerned departments.
Additionally, the list of identified
cases has been shared and the de-
partments have been directed to
prepare a detailed report on the
cases that can be amicably settled
during the upcoming Special Lok
Adalat. He added that the report will
be furnished within a couple of days.

In light of the discussions, the
meeting resolved that the Ld. Ad-
vocate General and the Secretary,
Department of Law, Justice & Par-
liamentary Affairs, will actively en-
gage with the concerned officers of
various government departments
to facilitate the amicable settle-
ment of cases during the scheduled
Special Lok Adalat.
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The All India Football Fed-
eration recognised the efforts of J&K
Sports Council in promoting football
in Jammu and Kashmir by conferring
a special award to JKSC during the
AIFF Awards Night on Friday.

J&K Sports Council Secretary Nu-
zhat Gul received the award on be-
half of J&K government during the
awards night in New Delhi, which
was attended by numerous sporting
icons and dignitaries. The gala event
was aimed to celebrate remarkable
achievements of Indian footballers
over the past year.

Among the dignitaries present on
the occasion were Union Minister for
Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya, Union Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, Olympic
medal winner Yogeshwar Dutt, India's
Davis Cup captain, Rohit Rajpal and
many other well-known faces of In-
dian sports.

AIFF President Kalyan Chaubey,
Vice President NA Haris, Treasurer

Kipa Ajay, Acting Secretary General M
Satyanarayan, Executive Committee
members, and senior officials of the
state associations, were also present.

Secretary JKSC expressed gratitude
to AIFF for recognizing J&K Sports
Council's efforts to promote and en-
courage football in India. She also
thanked the AIFF for choosing Sri-
nagar to host the SAFF U-16 National
Camp last year, demonstrating their
faith in JKSC.

“Jammu and Kashmir hosted the
National Camp for the U-16 Champi-
onship for the first time ever. We are
honoured that AIFF has extended an-
other opportunity to J&K to host the
Indian National Team Coaching Camp
Under-17 in preparation for the up-
coming SAFF Championship and AFC
Qualifiers in 2024, which is underway
at Srinagar,” the Secretary said.

Notably, the government's massive
investment in sports infrastructure has
drawn the interest of numerous na-
tional federations to conduct national
and international level events in J&K.

“We want to solidify our place at

J&K Sports Council Honored At
AIFF Awards For Promoting Football

Open selection trials for JKSC Football Academy today

the top of the country's sporting map
with the aid of these camps and Na-
tional Competitions,” Nuzhat Gul said.

SELECTION TRIALS FOR JKSC
FOOTBALL ACADEMY TODAY

Open selection trials for J&K Sports
Council Football Academy, AIFF Acad-
emy Accreditation 2024-25, is set to
be held at JKSC Sports Complex, Polo
Ground, on Sunday and Monday.

Per a press release, the Under-19
Boys selection trials will be held on
Sunday, July 21 at 9:30 AM. Players born
between January 1, 2007 and December
31,2008, are eligible for these trials.

On Monday, the Under-16 trials will
take place at 7:00 AM. Players born
between January 1, 2009, to Decem-
ber 31, 2010, are eligible.

The Under-14 trials will also be or-
ganised on Monday at 7:00 AM. Those
born between January 1, 2011, and
December 31, 2012, can participate in
the selection trials.

Interested players can contact J&K
Sports Council at 9419010038 for more
information.

Sports Activities At District &

T,

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Department of
Youth Services and Sports organ-
ised several sports events across
Anantnag on Saturday. A district-
level Kabaddi tournament com-
menced at HSS Bijbehara and BHSS
Anantnag.

The Under-17 age category saw
thrilling matches on the first day,
with Bijbehara defeating Mattan in
the opening match, followed by An-
antnag's victories over Srigufwara,
Qazigund and Ashmugam.

The standout players in this cat-
egory were Bazil Farooq (Zone Bi-
jbehara), Mehjoor Bilal (Zone Qa-
zigund), and Mohsin Javaid (Zone
Anantnag).

In the U14 age category, Anantnag
triumphed over Mattan, and Bijbe-
hara overcame Srigufwara. Notable
performances were recorded by Asif
Altaf (Zone Srigufwara), Zeeshan
Bashir (Zone Bijbehara), and Tayyab
Mushtaq (Zone Anantnag).

Simultaneously, a district-level
Kabaddi tournament was inaugu-
rated at HSS Brakpora by the Princi-
pal of BHSS Anantnag, with match-
es ongoing as of the latest reports.

Zone Verinag organized cricket
trials for Under-14 boys at the Col-

Zonal Levels Held In Anantnag

lege Ground Verinag, beginning
with an anti-drug pledge to pro-
mote a drug-free lifestyle through
sports. The trials saw enthusiastic
participation from 68 students.

Exceptional batting perfor-
mances were delivered by Athar
Amin (HS Sadiwara) and Mehran
Aslam Bhat (HS Nowgam), while
Arhan Yousuf (HS Sadiwara) and
Muntazir Zaffar (MCS Verinag)
were recognized as the best bowl-
ers. The high level of dedication
and talent made the selection pro-
cess highly competitive.

Zone Qazigund held cricket com-
petitions for Under-17 boys at the
Sports Stadium Wanpora Kewa and
Sports Stadium Nipora. Emerging
talents Faizan Nisar and Furkaan
Hamid impressed the selectors
with their performances. Faizan
Nisar from HS Panzath scored an
impressive 43 runs off 25 balls,
while Furkaan Hamid from HS Ni-
pora showcased his all-rounder
skills with an unbeaten 40 runs and
3 wickets. The tournament is ongo-
ing and will conclude on July 22.

These events underscore the vi-
brant sports culture in Anantnag,
Verinag, and Qazigund, highlighting
the exceptional talent and dedica-
tion of young athletes in the district.

JKSC’s Summer Coaching Camp

Concludes In Srinagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The 10-day Summer
Coaching Camp, organised by
the J&K Sports Council in the dis-
ciplines of Rugby, Hockey, Gym-
nastics and Archery, concluded
on Saturday at Multi Sports
Complex, Polo Ground here.

The closing ceremony was
attended by the Secretary, J&K
Sports Council, along with the
Divisional Sports Officer (Kash-
mir), Divisional Sports Officer
(Central), and other officials.

The camp, which began on
July 8, saw the participation
of approximately 150 athletes
who were selected through
open selection trials. These
athletes underwent rigorous
daily training sessions con-
ducted by expert coaches from
the J&K Sports Council.

During the closing ceremony,
J&K Sports Council Secretary
Nuzhat Gull emphasized the
primary goal of organising these
coaching camps during the
school summer vacation is to
provide aspiring students from
every corner of J&K the oppor-
tunity to train at government
sports facilities. These camps
are designed to improve physi-
cal fitness, develop skills and

techniques, enhance mental
capabilities, build confidence,
and prepare our athletes for
national and international
competitions, she stated.

In addition to the closing
remarks, the Khelo India Cen-
tre Taekwondo trainees were
presented with playing Kkits
by the JKSC Secretary, further
encouraging young athletes
in their sporting endeavors.

DYSS Budgam Conducts Sports

Competitions

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Despite the in-
tense heat, the Department
of Youth Services and Sports
in Budgam district is busy
organising different types
of sports events from inter
school to inter zonal district
level.

In Chadora zone, Narbal
zone and Chari Sharief zone
organised different events,
along with cricket tourna-
ment at Rangar Ground,
Sports Stadium Chari Sharief
and Hill Top Sports Ground
Sanoor Kalipora. Selection
trials of cricket competitions
have also been organized in
which a good number of Un-

- )

der-14 to Under-19 players
are participating.

Zonal Physical Education
Officer Jahan Ara in Chari
Sharief, Senior Physical Mas-
ter Mohammad Yaseen in
Chadoora while Sheikh Bashir
Ahmad in charge of the zone
venue ground Batpora, inau-

gurated the events.

The department is organ-
ising more events to keep
children away from drugs in
these zones, while the ground
level staff of the department
are also performing their du-
ties with enthusiasm in pro-
moting sports.

4 Svhort TAKES

Nayar, Doeschate To Join India In
Sri Lanka As Assistant Coaches

bhishek Nayar and Ryan ten Doeschate are set to

join the support staff of newly-appointed head
coach Gautam Gambhir during India’s white ball tour
to Sri Lanka, starting from July 27.

Nayar, who has played three ODIs for India, and
Doeschate, who was a hard-hitting all-rounder for
Netherlands, have worked closely with Gambhir at
the Kolkata Knight Riders and are likely to come in as
assistant coaches, the PTI has learned.

The Indian team is scheduled to travel to Colombo
from Mumbai in a chartered flight on July 22.

Women's Asia Cup: India Eye UAE
Scalp, Semifinal Berth

ominant India will be eager to perfect their tac-
tics further while warding off United Arab Emir-
ates which also can push them firmly towards the
semifinals of the women's Asia Cup here on Sunday.
Defending champions India's supremacy was
evident in their facile seven-wicket victory over arch-
rivals Pakistan on Friday, and the UAE will require a
giant-sized miracle to stop Harmanpreet Kaur's side.
India currently have two points and a Net Run Rate
of +2.29.

Manolo Marquez Named Head
Coach of Indian Football Team

C Goa head coach Manolo Marquez has been
appointed as the head coach of the Indian men's
senior football team, announced the All India Football

Federation (AIFF) on Saturday. He replaces Igor Sti-
mac, a former Croatian footballer, who was dismissed
in June after the team's poor performance in the FIFA
World Cup 2026 qualification campaign. Senior of-
ficials of the AIFF held a virtual meeting to terminate
Stimac's services.

The appointment was decided during AIFF's Execu-
tive Committee meeting.

ICC Monitors Bangladesh Security
Amid Women's T20 WC Concerns

he International Cricket Council (ICC) is keeping

a vigilant eye on the security situation in Bangla-
desh, which is set to host the women's T20 World
Cup this October.

This follows after the Bangladesh Police imposed
a curfew and military forces patrolled Dhaka due to
escalating violence over student protests demanding
job quota reforms.

"We have independent security monitoring world-
wide. So, yes, we are keeping a watch on the situation
in Bangladesh,"” an ICC Board member disclosed to
PTI under anonymity.

Rafael Nadal Reaches First Final
Since 2022 In Sweden

afael Nadal reached his first final since the 2022
French Open by rallying to beat Duje Ajdukovic
4-6, 6-3, 6-4 Saturday at the clay-court Nordea Open.
After needing four hours to beat the 36th-ranked
Mariano Navone in Friday’s quarterfinals, Nadal had a
slow start against Ajdukovic and was a break down in
the second set before turning things around.
Nadal will play either Nuno Borges or Thiago Agus-
tin Tirante in the final.

Downtown Heroes FC Durand

Unveiled

Police Cricket Tournament For
Women Held In Kupwara

District Level Kabaddi Competition
Kicks Off In Ganderbal
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SRINAGAR: Downtown He-
roes FC are set to represent
J&Kin the upcoming Durand
Cup, and the Srinagar football
club had its jersey unveiled by
the Chinar Corps Commander
on Saturday.

Downtown Heroes are
gearing up to take part in
their second appearance at
Indian Oil Durand Cup. The
unveiling event, held at Sri-
nagar, was attended by offi-
cers of the Chinar Corps, team
officials and players.

Cup Jersey

While interacting with the
Heroes, the Chinar Corps Com-
mander congratulated the team
for their endeavour and wished
success in the upcoming tour-
nament. The event was a sig-
nificant step in the continued
initiatives to uplift the spirit of
sportsmanship in the region.

Founded in 2020, the
Downtown Heroes FC aims
to spotlight the heart of Sri-
nagar, a region rich in culture
and natural beauty providing
a platform for local talent to
shine on national stage by
participating in the I-League

2nd Division, the Durand Cup
and other major tournaments.
This year, the team is set
to play the inaugural match
against defending champions
Mohun Bagan Super Giants,
symbolising a proud moment
and a beacon of hope for Sri-
nagar's downtown commu-
nity. Downtown Heroes FC’s
success and continued partici-
pation in prestigious events
like the Durand Cup are tes-
taments to the potential and
resilience of Srinagar’s youth,
bringing pride and transfor-
mation to the community.

Observer News Service

KUPWARA: The final match of the
first edition Kupwara Police Crick-
et Tournament for Women 2024,
which started on July 11 under CAP-
2024, was played on Saturday at
Sports Ground DPL Kupwara.

The tournament saw eight wom-
en teams from across the district
participate, with Growth Sports
Academy and Lolab Stars reaching
the finals of the tournament.

victorious over Lolab Stars by 7 wick-
ets, successfully chasing a target of
105 runs in 10 overs. Aiman Bashir
was the standout performer of the
match, scoring 57 runs and taking 2
crucial wickets, earning her the Play-

er of the Match title. Her remarkable
performance throughout the tourna-
ment, amassing 257 runs and taking
5 wickets, also earned her the Player
of the Tournament award.

The concluding ceremony was
witnessed by chief guest SSP Kup-
wara Shobhit Saksena-IPS, who pre-
sided over the event and presented
trophies and cash prizes to the win-
ning and runner-up teams. The win-
ners were awarded with cash prize
of Rs. 25,000/- and a trophy, while

s

the runner-up team received a cash
prize of Rs. 15,000/- and a trophy.

The ceremony also recognised
the efforts of the players, officials
from District Youth Sports, com-
mentators, and organizers from DPL
Kupwara.

GANDERBAL: The Department
of Youth Services and Sports
inaugurated an inter-zone
district-level Kabaddi com-
petition for boys in the Under
17 and Under 19 categories in
Ganderbal on Saturday.

The event was held at
GCOPE Gadoora Ganderbal
and saw enthusiastic partic-
ipation from all four zones
of the district.

District Youth Services
and Sports Officer (DYSSO)
Ganderbal, along with the
Activity Incharge and other
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staff members were present
at the opening ceremony.
During his interaction with
the students, the DYSSO em-
phasized the transformative
power of sports in the lives
of the younger generation.

He extended his best
wishes to all the participat-
ing teams and encouraged
them to exhibit sportsman-
ship and dedication.

The event concluded with
the distribution of trophies
to the winning and runner-
up teams, celebrating their
achievements and partici-
pation in the competition.




