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Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2024

Let us embark on a Spiritual Journey

Department of Information & Public Relations 
Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Scan to Access 
SASB Website

Experience  
the Divine in the  

Heart of Himalayas

 Spiritual Significance   Divine Darshan  
 Breathtaking Scenery  Adventure and Pilgrimage  
  Scenic Trekking Routes  Cultural Immersion

@jkinformation         @dipr-jk        @diprjk
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DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT 

NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

Wednesday| 06-10-2021

Srinagar | Saturday | 29-06-20242

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I have lost my passport . Now I have applied for the duplicate 
of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard he/she 
may file his/her objection in the office of the Regional Passport 
Office Srinagar within a period of seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be en-
tertained. 
Bilkis Sharief 
D/o Mohd Sharief Bhat  mbp
R/o Pattan Sariwaripora

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 I have applied for the issuance of Fertilizer  license under name 
and style Eliya Fertilizer Wholesale Agency . If anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
office of the Joint Director Of Agriculture Extension Kashmir 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained  
Mushtaq Ahmad Kumar 
S/o Gh Rasool Kumar  bmg
R/o Iskanderpora Beerwah Budgam 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I have applied for the issuance of Seed license under name and 
style Eliya Seeds Wholesale Agency . If anybody has any objec-
tion in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office 
of the Joint Director Of Agriculture Extension Kashmir within a 
period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained  
Mushtaq Ahmad Kumar 
S/o Gh Rasool Kumar  bmg
R/o Iskanderpora Beerwah Budgam

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Public Notice I have lost the number plate of my vehicle Alto 
K-10 bearing registration No: JK05l 2283. Now I have applied 
for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in 
this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of 
the ARTO Sopore within a period of seven days from the date 
of publication  of this notice. After that no objection shall be 
entertained.  
Sumirah  
W/o Meraj-ul-Din Bhat  bmg
R/o Agrikalan Magam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 10th)un-
der Roll No:. 12800224  Session:  Bi-Anl 
2023 Year 2023 through the Jammu and 
Kashmir Board of School Education. Due 
to the error committed by the concerned 
School/parent/ Board against my DOB as 
29-09-2007 instead of 20-09-2007

Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in 
the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New 
Campus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in 
this regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant 
Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date 
of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period 
no objection will be entertained. 
Name: Ibrahim Nazir
F/N: Nazir Ahmad Mir
M/N Hameeda Begum
DOB : 20-09-2007
Residence: Unisoo Langate 

fko

Jammu And Kashmir Public  Service Commission  
Solina Srinagar, Kashmir - 190001

website:http://jkpsc.nic.in   Jammu: 0191-2566528  (f)2566530 
email;jkpscsecretary@gmail.com Srinagar:0194-2312629(f) 2312631

PROVISIONAL SELECT LIST FOR NOTIFICATION NO 06-PSC(DR-P) OF 2023 DATED 01.03.2023

RBA CATEGORY

01 12  ARIF MAJID ; ABDUL MAJID C/O ABDUL MAJID VIL-
LAGE SHIVA PO SHEWA

69.67

SC CATEGORY

01 28  JAYOTI DEVI KARNAIL CHAND MAKWAL MAKWAL 
RAMKOT

66.85

PROVISIONAL SELECT LIST FOR NOTIFICATION NO 17-PSC(DR-P) OF 2023 DATED 15.05.2023

OM CATEGORY

01 33 SAJAD AHMAD 
LONE

MOHD MAQBOOL 
LONE

35 A NEHALPORA PAT-
TAN

78.04

02 47 YOUNAS  
RASHEED  
TANTRAY

ABDUL RASHEED 
TANTRAY

102 KANTHBAGH 
BARAMULLA

76.35

03 10 BASIT GULZAR GULZAR AHMAD 
RATHER

068 CHECKI - CHOL-
LEND HERMAN

76.26

04 43 AUBID HUS-
SAIN MALIK

ABDUL AHAD 
MALIK

57 JABLIPORA BIJBE-
HARA

75.83

05 51 MOHD YASIN 
BHAT

MOHD YOUSUF 
BHAT

18 PINGLENE PUL-
WAMA

75.60

06 13 BILAL AH-
MAD

MOHD RAMZAN 
BHAT

159 PINGLENA PUL-
WAMA

75.29

07 04 ROSHI 
SHARMA

MADAN LAL 
SHARMA

49 SUNDERBANI 
SUNDERBANI

74.90

08 41 ARSHID HUS-
SAIN GAN IE

GH HASSAN 
GANIE

ARREH NELLOW 
KULGAM

74.13

09 57 MUDASIR 
IRFAN DAR

ALI MOHAMMAD 
DAR

ABU BAKAR COLONY 
PAHROO B.K PORA

73.90

RBA CATEGORY

1 44 MOHD 
ASHRAF 
LONE

AB SALAM LONE 43 GUNDIJAFFER SA-
DOORA ANANTNAG

68.42

2 59 SUHAIL 
BASHIR

BASHIR AHMAD 
MIR

168 HEEWAN NAR-
VAW

67.00

SC CATEGORY

1 9 NEHA SURAM CHAND W NO 5 LOWER 
SUNTHAN SUNTHAN 
JAGANOO MORH 
UDHAMPUR TEHSIL 
UDHAMPUR

59.94

ST CATEGORY

1 37 ZAHOOR AH-
MAD BHAT

GH MOHI U DIN 
BHAT

201 GULSHANPORA 
BAGTORE GUREZ

66.35

2 7 AKSAR ALI 
CHOWD-
HARY

GHULAM HUS-
SAIN

00 R/O PRORI 
KOTERANKA

61.08

ALC CATEGORY

1 1 JAVID AH-
MAD MIR

AURANGZEB 
MIR

21 DHANGR1 MANDI 66.06

SLC CATEGORY

1 48 MEHRAJUD-
DIN  TALIE

GHULAM RA-
SOOL TALIE

67 NAID KHA1 
SONAWARI hajin

67.75

PSP CATEGORY

1 18 IQBAL 
RASHID MIR

ABDUL RASHID 
MIR

56 KAROYIUN 
NAMBLA URI

69.83

EWS CATEGORY

2 8 ABBU ZAID SHOKET HUS-
SAIN

332 QILLA MOHALLA 
BHADARWAH

61.65

(Bashir Ahmad Dar) JKAS Secretary
J&K Public Service Commission

No.:PSC/DR-HE/Assistant Prof/2023
DIPK-2078/24  DATED: 28-06-2024

'Children Soothed With Digital Devices 
Could Have Anger Issues In Future'
Press Trust Of India

P
acifying children by handing 
them digital devices when they 
are throwing tantrums can dis-
able them in managing emo-

tions later in life, which can grow into 
anger management issues, a research 
has found.

Conversely, parents of children, 
who already had poor emotional 
control, were found to be overly 
relying on electronic devices to 
silence them, worsening the pre-
existing conditions.

It is known that a child learns 
much about self-control, including 
how to choose a deliberate response 
over an automatic one, during the first 
few years of their life.

However, a team of researchers 
from Hungary and Canada found 
that the recent trend of distracting 
children by showing them content 
on tablets and smartphones to con-
trol their unpleasant emotional re-
sponses can cripple their ability to 
effectively recognise and manage 
emotions later in life.

"Tantrums cannot be cured by 
digital devices. Children have to learn 
how to manage their negative emo-
tions for themselves. They need the 
help of their parents during this learn-
ing process, not the help of a digital 

device," Veronika Konok, a researcher 
at Eotvos Lorand University, Hungary, 
and first author of the study pub-
lished in the journal Frontiers in Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry, said.

Following 300 parents of children 
-- aged two to five years old over a 
period of one year -- the research-
ers found that children, who were 
pacified using digital devices, showed 
poorer anger and frustration manage-
ment skills. Parents were asked to 
respond to questionnaires which as-
sessed how they and their children 
used media.

Conversely, the team also found 

that poorer behaviour control in a 
child meant parents resorting to digi-
tal devices more often as a manage-
ment tool.

The more the children were given 
devices when they threw tantrums, 
the lesser they were seen to make a 
deliberate effort in order to control 
their behaviour, the authors found.

"It's not surprising that parents 
more frequently (use digital devices to 
calm children down) if their child has 
emotion regulation problems, but our 
results highlight that this strategy can 
lead to the escalation of a pre-existing 
issue," Konok said.
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J&K Police A 
Sword Against 
Terrorism: DGP

WHILE TERRORISTS MAY INFLICT 
SOME HARM, they cannot defeat the 
police forces and their resolve. "Rest 

assured, we will defeat them. It is our resolve."

LG Flags Off First Batch Of  
Over 4000 Pilgrims From Jammu

Amarnath Yatra  
Is Symbol Of Unity: LG
Seeks Support Of Locals For Peaceful Pilgrimage

Yatris 
Accorded 
Rousing 
Reception

Jio, Airtel Hike 
Mobile Plans
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Bharti Airtel on Friday 
announced a 10-21 per cent hike 
in prepaid and postpaid mobile 
tariffs, a day after larger rival 
Reliance Jio announced an in-
crease in rates.

The move assumes signifi-
cance, as it marks the first major 
increase in tariffs by the telecom 
industry, in two-and-a-half years.

Airtel's tariff hike across various 
plans ranges from 10-21 per cent, 
and will be effective from July 3.

While the rate of daily data 
add-on (1GB) will see an increase 
by Rs 3, rising from Rs 19 to Rs 
22, in the case of 365-day valid-
ity plan offering 2GB/day, the in-
crease works out to as high as Rs 
600, as rates are set to rise from 
Rs 2,999, all the way to Rs 3,599.

In the unlimited voice plan cate-
gory, tariff has been raised from Rs 
179 to Rs 199, marking a Rs 20 in-
crease in this 28-day validity plan 
that offers 2GB of data to users.

"We have ensured that there is 
a very modest price increase (less 
than 70 paise per day) on entry-
level plans, in order to eliminate 
any burden on budget challenged 
consumers," Airtel said announc-
ing revision in its mobile tariffs.

Bharti Airtel said it has main-
tained that the mobile Average 
Revenue Per User (ARPU) needs 
to be upwards of Rs 300, to en-
able a financially healthy busi-
ness model for telcos in India.

"We believe that this level of 
ARPU will enable the substantial 
investments required in network 
technology and spectrum and of-
fer a modest return | More on P11

Railways To Add Special 
Trains, Trips To J&K

Mirza Waheed's Bestseller Comes To Life

First Poster Of ‘The Collaborator’ 
Movie Is Out, Anticipation Grows

Uproar In 
Parliament On 
NEET Issue
Agencies

New Delhi:The opposition con-
tinued its strident pitch on the 
alleged irregularities in the NEET 
examination with the Congress 
and other parties demanding 
a discussion on the floor of the 
house. With the government in-
sisting on first completing the 
motion of thanks to the presi-
dential address both houses were 
adjourned with the Lok Sabha ad-
journed till Monday, July 1, 11 AM.

Taking potshots at Rajya Sabha 
chairman Jagdeep Dhankar, 
Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge said “On entering the 
Well of Rajya Sabha, Rajya Sabha 
LoP Mallikarjun Kharge said, “It 
is his (Rajya Sabha Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankhar’s) mistake…I 
went inside to draw his attention. 
But even then he was not look-
ing… I was drawing attention. 
He was only looking at the ruling 
party. When I draw his attention 
as per the rules, he should look at 
me, but instead, he deliberately 
ignored me to insult me. So what 
was left for me? So to draw atten-
tion I would have to either go in-
side or shout very loudly. So I will 
say that it is Chairman Sahab’s 
mistake. I say that he should not 
do this and | More on P11

Sign Of A Strained Healthcare System?

Kashmir Grapples With High 
Ambulance Births

Delhi Airport Roof Collapse

All Airports To Be 
Audited: Minister

Kashmir-born Vikram Misri 
Is New Foreign Secretary

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Describing the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
as a sword in the fight against 
terror, its chief R R Swain on 
Friday said no war against a 
terror ecosystem can be won 
without the police.

Pointing to a series of recent 
terror attacks in the Union 
Territory, the DGP said ter-
rorists can neither defeat the 
force nor diminish its resolve.

He made the remarks at 
an event to regularise nine 
special police officers to the 
rank of constables, recog-
nizing their contributions in 
eliminating two terrorists in 
the Hiranagar border belt of 
Kathua district.

"The Jammu and Kashmir 
Police is like a sword against 
the terror ecosystem. If this 
sword, which belongs to the 
people, is not properly main-
tained, victory in this war 
against terrorism cannot be 
achieved," Swain said.

He said the Union govern-
ment has also realized the 
importance of the police and 
is working to support them 
accordingly.

Two terrorists and a CRPF 
jawan were killed while a civil-
ian was injured in an encoun-
ter between security forces and 
militants in Saida Sukhal village 
in Kathua district's Hiranagar 
area near the International 
Border on June 12.

The DGP said while terror-
ists may | More on P11

JKP To Arm Up With Israeli, 
German Weapons

J
ammu and Kashmir’s Director General of Police (DGP) 

R R Swain Friday said that to counter the terrorists 

holding modern weapons, the police is procuring latest 

arms from Israel and Germany to boost the weaponry 

of the force. Talking to reporters on the side-lines of a 

function where nine special police officers (SPOs) were 

regularised for their brave role in Kathua | More on P11

T
he first batch of the annual Amarnath Yatra with 4,603 pilgrims reached the Kashmir valley on Friday amid 

stringent security arrangements, officials said. Local Muslims joined senior officials of police and civil 

administration at several places to welcome the yatris, who were flagged off from the Bhagwati Nagar 

Jammu base camp early morning, upon their arrival in the valley, they added. The yatra convoys received rousing 

welcome from the administration and the people on their way to Kashmir and the pilgrims were welcomed with 

garlands in Kulgam, Anantnag, Srinagar, and Bandipora districts, the officials said. | More on P11

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Amarnath Yatra is 
a symbol of faith and unity, 
and the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir feel privi-
leged to be part of the holy 
pilgrimage, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha said 
here on Friday.

Sinha attended an event 
organised by civil soci-
ety, trade fraternity and 
citizens at Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Conference 
Centre (SKICC) here to 
welcome pilgrims of 
Amarnath Yatra.

The first batch of pil-
grims reached the valley 
on Friday.

"Glad to have attended 
an event organised by 
civil society, trade frater-
nity & citizens to welcome 

pilgrims of Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra. People feel privileged 
to be part of holy pilgrim-
age and contributing to 
make the journey safe and 
a truly fulfilling spiritual ex-
perience," the LG said on X.

He said the spiritual jour-
ney to the holy cave is the 
symbol of faith and unity.

"For centuries, it has 
been | More on P11

Observer News Service

Jammu: Amid a surcharged re-
ligious atmosphere, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha flagged 
off the first batch of 4603 
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims from 
the Amarnath Yatra base camp 
in Jammu on Friday

Before flagging off the first 
batch of Amarnath Yatra pil-
grims, LG Manoj Sinha also 
offered special prayers at the 
temple.

The 52-day long pilgrimage 

to the cave shrine at a height 
of about 13,000 feet in South 
Kashmir Himalayas will com-
mence from the twin tracks—
traditional 48 km Nunwan-
Pahalgam route in Anantnag and 
14-km shorter but steep Baltal 
route in Ganderbal on June 29.

After flagging off the first 
batch, in a media address, LG 
Manoj Sinha said, “First batch 
of Amarnath Yatra pilgrims 
have departed from Jammu. 
In the last 3-4 years, a lot of 
arrangements | More on P11

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The highly antici-
pated movie adaptation of 
Mirza Waheed's novel, "The 
Collaborator," has just released 
its first official poster. Sharing 
the poster, the celebrated 
London-based Kashmiri writer 
wrote, "We have a poster for 
The Collaborator."

Readers who had devoured 
the book eagerly dissected the 
poster's imagery, searching for 
clues about the film's portray-
al of Kashmir.

The poster is a striking vi-
sual, dominated by the stern 
and fierce expression of a 
young man. His intense gaze, 
set against a backdrop of rug-
ged mountains, immediately 
captures the viewer's atten-
tion. The design merges his 
shoulders seamlessly into the 
mountainous terrain.

In the foreground, a chilling 

scene unfolds. Scattered across 
a desolate valley are numerous 
bodies, and among them, a 
solitary figure is seen search-
ing through one of the corpses.

This figure seemingly rep-
resents the boy central to 
Waheed's story, forced to col-
laborate and enter the valley 

to count the corpses. Each day, 
he fears discovering one of his 
friends among the dead.

This poignant detail un-
derscores the themes of loss, 
survival, and the haunting af-
termath of war that the movie 
promises to explore.

Overall, the poster has re-
ceived a positive reaction from 
people in Kashmir who ex-
tended their love to the writer 
and said they are eagerly wait-
ing for the film's release.

Notably, Mulberry Films, a 
production house from the US, 
has joined hands with Metro 
Productions from Georgia to 
bring the acclaimed author’s 
narrative set against Kashmir’s 
tumultuous political backdrop 
in the 1990s, to life on the sil-
ver screen.

“The first novel I wrote 
many years ago is being adapt-
ed into a film,” Mirza Waheed 
wrote on X  | More on P11

Agencies

Jammu: In view of the two-
month long Amarnath Yatra 
that commenced from here 
on Friday, the Indian Railways 
will add train trips to Jammu 
and also launch new trains 
from July 3 besides increasing 
the frequency of train trips be-
tween Banihal to Badugam.

Railway officials said that, 
to facilitate convenience of 
pilgrims visiting Jammu from 
across the country for the 
annual pilgrimage, Indian 

Railways has announced to 
increase the frequency of two 
festival special trains running 
from Jammu.

They said that a total of 18 
trips of train number 04075-
04076 New Delhi-Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi-New Delhi re-
served festival special train have 
been increased and this train 
will run from July 3 to August 1.

The train will depart from 
New Delhi Railway Station 
twice a week, every Wednesday 
and Sunday, and from Shri 
Mata Vaishno | More on P11

Agencies

Srinagar: Despite ongo-
ing efforts by the Health 
Department of Jammu and 
Kashmir to ensure safe de-
liveries and reduce maternal 
mortality rates, a significant 
number of births continue to 
occur in ambulances within 
the Kashmir division.

From the beginning of 2020 
to May 2024, a total of 158 
children were born in 108 am-
bulances across various dis-
tricts in Kashmir.

As per a local agency, statis-
tics reveal a concerning trend 
of ambulance deliveries in 
several districts: Bandipora: 
32 referred cases, 5 home-to-
hospital cases, Ganderbal: 24 
referred, 10 home-to-hospi-
tal, Kupwara: 24 referred, 10 
home-to-hospital, Kulgam: 20 
referred, 1 home-to-hospital, 
Budgam: 12 referred, 9 home-
to-hospital, Baramulla: 11 
referred, 5 home-to-hospital, 
Shopian: 11 referred, 5 home-
to-hospital, Anantnag: 9 re-
ferred, 2 home-to-hospital, 
Pulwama: 3 referred, 4 home-
to-hospital and Srinagar: 7 

referred, 2 home-to-hospital
In a recent incident in 

Bandipora, a pregnant woman 
referred from the district hos-
pital had to deliver her baby 
in a 108 ambulance. Her hus-
band expressed frustration 
with the referral system, stat-
ing that the district hospital 
should have been equipped to 
handle the delivery, thereby 
avoiding the risks associated 
with ambulance births.

The National Health 
Mission (NHM) aims for 100 
percent safe deliveries and 
reduced maternal mortality, 
yet the high number of ambu-
lance births in Kashmir raises 

concerns about the effective-
ness of the healthcare system. 
Many of these cases involve 
patients being referred from 
local medical centers to dis-
trict hospitals and, subse-
quently, to urban hospitals, 
often leading to emergency 
births en route.

This referral overload is 
particularly burdensome for 
urban hospitals, which are al-
ready strained by high patient 
volumes. For instance, in the 
main maternity hospital in 
Srinagar, SMGS, 50 to 60 de-
livery cases are handled daily, 
including 5 to 10 referrals. The 
hospital | More on P11

KO Web Desk

New Delhi:Expressing his con-
dolences to the family of the 
taxi driver who was killed after 
a portion of the roof collapsed 
at Delhi Airport's Terminal 1 on 
Friday morning, Civil Aviation 
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu has 
said that the ministry swung 
into action immediately and 

everyone was evacuated from 
the terminal as a precautionary 
measure.

Speaking to NDTV, Mr Naidu 
- who took charge of the minis-
try on June 13 - also listed the 
steps that the government is 
taking to ensure that the trag-
edy does not happen again and 
emphasised that the safety and 
comfort of | More on P11

Observer News Service

New Delhi: Deputy national se-
curity adviser Vikram Misri will 
replace Vinay Kwatra as the 
next foreign secretary, the gov-
ernment announced on Friday. 
Kwatra, who was given a six-
month extension in service in 
March, is expected to become 
the next envoy to the US.

“The Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet 
has approved the appoint-
ment of Misri, Deputy NSA in 
the National Security Council 
Secretariat, to the post of 
Foreign Secretary with effect 
from July 15,” said the order is-
sued by the Personnel Ministry.

It also approved the curtail-
ment of Misri's tenure as the 
deputy NSA.

Born on November 7, 1964, 
in Srinagar, Vikram Misri grad-
uated with a degree in History 

from Hindu College, University 
of Delhi. He later earned an 
MBA from XLRI, Jamshedpur.

Vikram Misri, an Indian 
Foreign Service (IFS) officer 
from the 1989 batch, served 
as private secretary to three 
prime ministers: Narendra 
Modi, Manmohan Singh, and 
Inder Kumar Gujral.

During his career, Misri has 
served in both the External 
Affairs Ministry | More on P11

MeT Predicts 
Rain In J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Amid the soaring 
temperature, the weather-
man has forecast the pos-
sibility of rain and thunder-
shower towards late night 
and early morning in Jammu 
and Kashmir till July 5.

According to the weath-
erman, light to moderate at 
many places in Jammu divi-
sion is expected till June 30 
and light rains are expected 
at few places in Kashmir.

However, Director 
Meteorological department 
(MeT), Dr Mukhtar Ahmad 
said that the intensity of 
rainfall will gradually in-
crease from July 02 to July 
05. “There is a possibility of 
intermittent light to moder-
ate rainfall at many places 
while the possibility of heavy 
showers at few places for a 
brief period cannot be ruled 
out from July 02 to July 05,” 
he added.

Moreover, he said that the 
landslides and mudslides are 
expected at vulnerable plac-
es while a | More on P11



Srinagar | Saturday | 29-06-2024 4CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 3 : 37

ZUHR 12:33

ASR 5: 34

Magrib 7:50

ISHA 9: 31

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

22  Zil-Hajj

1445

This Day In History

•	 1916- Boeing aircraft flies for 1st time
•	 1929- 1st high-speed jet wind tunnel completed 

Langley Field Ca
•	 1932- USSR & China sign non-aggression treaty
•	 1943- US forces landed at Nassau Bay, near 

Salamaua, New Guinea
•	 1943- Germany begins withdrawing U-boats from 

North Atlantic in anticipation of the Allied invasion 
of Europe

•	 1949- US troops withdraw from Korea after WW II
•	 1961- Launch of Transit 4a, with 1st nuclear power 

supply (SNAP-3)
•	 1966- In the Vietnam War, US planes bombed Hanoi 

& Haiphong for 1st time
•	 1966-US bombs fuel storage facilities near North 

Vietnamese cities
•	 1967- Israel removes barricades, re-unifying 

Jerusalem
•	 1972- USSR launches Prognoz 2 into earth orbit 

(549/200,000 km)
•	 1981- Bomb attack on headquarters of Islamic Party 

in Teheran, 72 killed
•	 1985-NASA launches Intelsat VA F-11
•	 2002- Naval clashes between South Korea and 

North Korea lead to the death of six South Korean 
sailors and sinking of a North Korean vessel.

Bazar Masjid Reverberates 
With Sermons On Friday
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The historic Ba-

zar Masjid, despite being 

reduced to ashes in the mas-

sive blaze earlier this week, 

has yet again witnessed a 

huge rush of the worship-

pers, who offered the man-

datory Friday congregation-

al prayers at the Masjid.

Amidst the scorching 

heat, the absence of roof, 

windows, doors and other 

necessary stuff didn’t de-

prive the large chunk of 

population from offering the 

mandatory congregational 

prayers as the people in 

large offered prayers in an 

open where special prayers 

were made for the fire af-

fected people this afternoon.

The Masjid manage-

ment and the locals after 

cleaning the Masjid vicin-

ity had made temporary 

arrangements for the devo-

tees for the mandatory con-

gregational prayers.

Special fundraising 

appeal was made for re-

building of both residen-

tial houses and the mosque 

burnt in the devastating 

fire on the occasion.

“Today's sermon was 

all about unity and trial. 

And we prayed before al-

mighty Allah to help us in 

coming out of this trouble. 

A fund-raise appeal was 

also made for houses and 

Masjid damaged in the 

massive blaze,” a senior 

functionary of Masjid said.

The devastating 

Bohri Kadal fire on Mon-

day earlier this week re-

duced properties worth 

crores to ashes, the mas-

sive fire also engulfed 

the over century old 

historic Bazar Masjid in 

downtown Srinagar.

The massive dam-

age has left people in 

deep shock and grief. The 

mosque as per some locals 

from the area was built 

around 1920, and has been 

an iconic center for Islamic 

learning and a pillar of the 

community for decades in 

the region.

Amaan, a local resi-

dent from the area told 

KNO that the Bazar Masjid 

had a capacity to hold over 

2400 worshippers, and has 

long been revered for its 

significant role in Islamic 

education. “It was here 

that Moulana Ghulam 

Nabi Mubarakpuri, a re-

spected scholar, delivered 

early Islamic teachings 

and sermons,” he said.

He said that the estab-

lishment of the mosque 

has been an epicenter of 

religious and educational 

activities in the region. 

The Masjid also housed an 

Islamic seminary where 

many students were pursu-

ing religious studies.

The fire, which broke 

out around Monday af-

ternoon, quickly spread 

through the mosque and 

to the surrounding area. 

Despite the efforts of fire-

fighters, the blaze not only 

consumed the Masjid but 

also damaged 3 shopping 

complexes and over 10 

nearby houses.

BJP, Bar Call 2-Day Jammu 
Bandh Against Autonomy
Rajinder Singh

J
AMMU: Effigies of the union home minister, L K Ad-
vani, and the chief minis¬ter, Dr Farooq Abdullah, 
were burnt when thousands of people, mostly gujjars, 
staged a demonstration to protest at the border town of 

Poonch today against the adoption of the autonomy resolution 
by the state assem¬bly on Monday. They burnt the erased slo-
gans like, "We want peace, development and employment, not 
au¬tonomy".

Reports reaching here said the demonstrators marched 
through various streets in the border town and submitted 
a memorandum to the deputy commissioner demanding 
rejec¬tion of the autonomy report.

Meanwhile, work in courts was disrupted for the second 
day today following boycott called by the Jammu Bar Associa-
tion in protest against the adoption of the autonomy resolution 
by the state legislature. The boycott will continue tomorrow. 
While the BJP has called for a bandh on Friday, the Panun 
Kashmir follows suit on Saturday. The decision for Jammu 
bandh on Friday was taken at an emer¬gency meeting of the 
state BJP leaders here today.

According to reports, the au¬tonomy resolution has 
evoked widespread resentment among the people of the region 
who de¬scribed it as a political drama' under a 'secret agree-
ment between the National Conference (NC) and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP).

Prominent leaders of gujjars and other scheduled cast 
com¬munities described the au¬tonomy report as a 'dan-
gerous move to deprive them of the rights and privileges 
provided under article 338,339,340,341 and 342 of the Indian 
constitu¬tion which the report has rec¬ommended to be abol-
ished'. The leaders included Gujjar United Front president, 
Anwar Chaudhry, Ch. Muhammad Siraj, Shah Muhammad, 
and Ch Culzar Ahmad.

Barring the BJP, reports said, all the political parties and 
other organisations have demanded the dismissal of the Fa-
rooq Abdullah government and holding of fresh elections 'as 
the ruling party has lost its rep¬resentative character.

Though the BJPs state unit has demanded that the Centre 
should reject the autonomy reso¬lution in parliament when it 
comes up for its discussion, they are reported to be incensed at 
what they described as the criminal silence' of me party high 
command over the chief minis¬ter's 'anti-national' move.

The non-BJP parties alleged there was a secret pact be-
tween the BJP and NC as both the - parties would exploit the 
issue during the ensuing snap polls in the state which are 
consid¬ered to be round the comer. The BJP will exploit it in 
Jammu region to woo the Hindu major¬ity while the NC will 
make it the main, election plank in the valley, they alleged.

Observers are of the opinion Farooq Abdullah may very 
soon recommend dissolution of the state assembly and a snap 
poll as he is believed to be under tre¬mendous pressure in the 
wake of the on-going moves of the Centre to start a dialogue 
with the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC). Various 
political groups in the Jammu province have pro¬jected toe 
demand for separate statehood for Jammu and sup¬ported the 
Ladakhis call for un¬ion territory status for toe region

  (Kashmir Observer, June 29, 2000)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

My Name Is Shabir Ah Dar S/O Mohammad Ramzan Dar R/O 
Yadipora Palhallan And Mistakenly My Fathers Name Was 
Mentioned In Driving License As Ali Mohd Dar Now I Want To 
Correct It As Mohammad Ramzan Dar. 
In This Regard If Anybody Have Any Objection He/She May 
Contact RTO Sopore Within 7 Days After That No Objection Will 
Be Entertained.

fko

Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Ltd
Office of the Chief Executive Officer

IT & Communication Division, KPDCL
PDD Complex Bemina, E-mail: ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com

e-NIT NO: CEO/IT&C/04 of 2024 Dated:28-06-2024

For and on behalf of Lt. Governorof U.T of Jammu and Kashmir, e-Tenders (in two cover system) are invited by Chief Executive Of-
ficer, IT&C Division KPDCL for Providing Services of“Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC)/Technical support ofSchneider Make 10TR 
Precision AC’s (PAC’s) installed at server rooms of Data Center and SCADA Control CenterBemina, Srinagar Kashmir for a period of 
one year”.

1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to 
have been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document 
with full understanding of its implications by the bidder.
2. The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid 
document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online upto the date and time mentioned in the table below:

A Date of issue of Tender Notice 28/06/2024
B Date &Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document 29/06/2024;  04:00 PM
C Clarifications start date 29/06/2024 ; 04:30 PM
D Clarifications end date 02/07/2024 ; 02:00 PM
E e-Bid submission (start) date &time (Submission of e-tender 

fee,EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS
02/07/2024 ;  02:30 PM

F e-Bid submission (end) date &time (Submission of e-tender 
fee ,EMD and other supporting documents in PDF / XLS

18/07/2024 ;04:00 PM

G  OnlineTechnical e-Bid Opening date and Time 19/07/2024;  02:00 PM
H Venue of opening of technical Bids    Office of the Chief Executive Officer,  IT & C division 

, KPDCL
I Online Financial e-Bid Opening date and Time Will be separately communicated to the technically 

eligible bidders
J EstimatedCost Rs8,20,204/=
K Cost of e-Bid document ---Rs. 1,000.00(Rupees One Thousand only, Non-

refundable)
L Amount of Earnest Money Deposit EMD amounting for Rs 49,212/=
M Last Date for Submission of Hard Copies 19/07/2024 ;  01:30 PM
N Address for submission of Hard Copies  Office of the CEO IT&C Division, KPDCL (Data Center 

) PDD Complex Bemina Kashmir
O MSME Exemption allowed.

3. The bidders need to submit the proof /cost of e-Bid document as stated inthe above table through non-refundable De-
mand Draft (Any Nationalized Bank or Scheduled Commercial Banks) pledged to Chief Executive Officer, Office of the Chief Execu-
tive Officer, IT & C division (KPDCL) and payable at Srinagar. The scanned copy of the Demand Draft must be enclosed with e-Bids 
but the original Demand Draft should reach the office of Chief Executive Officer, IT& Communication Division Kashmir (Data Center), 
PDD Complex Beminaupto19/07/2024; 01:30 PM
4. a. Allthee-BidsmustbeaccompaniedbyEMD as stated in the above table,hard Copy of which shall be submitted to the 
Chief Executive Officer, IT & Communication Division Kashmir (Data Center), PDD Complex Bemina up to 19/07/2024; 01:30 PM
b. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notifiedonWeb Sitehttp://jktenders.gov.in.This shall beconveyedto-
thequalifiedbiddersautomatically throughane-mailmessageontheire-mailaddress.TheFinancial- bidsshallbeopenedaccordingly-
onlineonthesameWebSiteattheofficeofthe Chief Executive Officer, IT & C division (KPDCL)
5. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, whochoosetoattendattheidentified-
venueonindicateddateand timementioned intheabovetableoranysubsequentdaytotheconvenienceofthe TenderOpeningCommit-
tee.Anauthorityletterofbidder’srepresentativewillbe requiredtobeproduced.
6. TheDepartmentreservestherighttocancelanyorallthee-Bids/thee-Bidprocess withoutassigninganyreasonthereof.Thedecision-
ofdepartmentwillbefinaland binding.
7. Intheeventofdatespecifiedfore-Bidsopeningbeingdeclaredaholiday/closed dayfor department’sofficethentheduedatef
or openingof e-Bidsshallbe the followingworkingday attheappointedtimeandplace.
8. AlltherequireddocumentsexcludingPriceSchedule/BOQ shouldbeuploaded bythee-BidderelectronicallyinthePDFformat, 
whereasPriceSchedule/BOQ shouldbeuploadedelectronicallyinthesameBOQsheetprovidedwiththeSBD.
9. To participate in e-bidding   process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ class III (b) as per Information 
Technology Act-2000, to participateinonlinebidding.
10. Otherdetailscanbefound inthestandard biddingdocument.

No: CEO/IT&C/556-58 S/d-
DIPK-NB-645/24  Dated:28-06-2024 Chief Executive Officer
             IT&C Division
    KPDCL

SANJY-2024: DC Srinagar 
Welcomes First Batch Of Pilgrims

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a gesture of hospital-
ity, the first batch of Shri Ama-
rnathji Yatra pilgrims was re-
ceived by Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat, as they reached Pantha 
Chowk in Srinagar on Friday.

The inaugural group of pilgrims 
embarking on the sacred Amarnath 
Yatra was greeted with an enthusias-
tic reception from local authorities.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) 

Srinagar Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat, Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP) Srinagar Ashish Kumar 
Mishra, and other civil and police 
officials were present to extend 
their greetings to the pilgrims.

“The Amarnath Yatra is a sig-
nificant event for us, and we are 
committed to ensuring the safety 
and comfort of all pilgrims,” stat-
ed DC Srinagar. "We welcome all 
the devotees with open hearts and 
are here to support them through-
out their journey, he said.

The district administration 
has put in place comprehen-
sive arrangements to ensure the 
smooth conduct of the Yatra. The 
elaborate preparations include 
enhanced security measures, 
medical facilities, and logistical 
support to cater to the needs of the 
pilgrims, DC said.

He said the pilgrims can embark 
on their spiritual journey to the Am-
arnath cave with the assurance that 
the local authorities are committed 
to their well-being and safety.

Div Com Visits 
Integrated Control & 

Command Centre

S
rinagar: With the official 
commencement of holy pil-
grimage of Shri Amarnathji 

Yatra 2024, the Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri today vis-
ited Integrated Control & Com-
mand Centre HMT, Srinagar to 
assess the readiness of the centre 
to help in the smooth and suc-
cessful conduct of yatra.

During his visit, Div Com 
interacted with the officers and 

officials, and enquired about the 
preparations by their respective 
departments for ensuring com-
fortable journey of pilgrims.

He instructed designated offi-
cers to keep themselves updated 
with the logistics and responsi-
bilities of their departments at 
base camps to provide devotees 
regular and timely services.

One-Day Workshop On 
Awareness Of New Criminal 
Laws Organized At KU
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Police in Sri-
nagar organized a one day 
workshop on the aware-
ness of New Criminal 
Laws at Ibni-Khaldoon 
Auditorium Hall, Kashmir 
University Srinagar under 
Civic Action Program.

The event was attended 
by more than 200 students 
and the faculty members 
of Kashmir University 
including Registrar Kash-
mir University Srinagar 
Dr. Naseer Iqbal, Head and 
Dean School of Law Kash-
mir University Professor 
Shri Mohammad Hussain 
& Police officers includ-
ing SP City Hazratbal Zone 

Srinagar Shri Hilal Khaliq 
Bhat-JKPS.

On the occasion, 
SDPO Zakura Shri Ashiq 
Hussain-JKPS delivered a 
lecture on New Criminal 
Laws and the impact of 
these laws to revamp the 
Indian Criminal Justice 
System. Further ground 
discussions were held and 
insights on the provision 
of New Criminal Laws, 
their implementation/ 
Practice to bring Indian 
Criminal System in line 
with the modern era by in-
creasing its effectiveness.

The faculty staff and 
students appreciated the ef-
forts of Srinagar Police for 
organizing the workshop.
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India's Public Examinations 

(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 

Its Implications for Fairness and Accountability

T
he Union Government 
has announced that 
the Public Examina-
tions (Prevention of 

Unfair Means) Act, 2024, will be 
implemented starting June 21. 
Although the Act was passed by 
Parliament on February 9, 2024, 
and received presidential as-
sent on February 12, 2024, it had 
not yet been enforced because 
the Government had not issued 
a notification. This changed 
yesterday when the Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances 
and Pensions released a state-
ment: “In exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-section (2) of 
Section 1 of the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Unfair 
Means) Act, 2024 (1 of 2024), the 
Central Government hereby ap-
points the 21st day of June, 2024, 
as the date on which the provi-
sions of the said Act shall come 
into force.”

This notification comes 
amidst widespread issues with 
paper leaks, including those in 
the NEET-UG 2024 exam. The 
recent UGC-NET exam was also 
canceled due to similar prob-
lems. However, the Act will not 
apply retroactively to incidents 
that occurred before June 21.

 Paper leaks have became 
a norm in India for some time 
now. An investigation by the 
Indian Express revealed that 
there have been 41 paper leaks 
in India over the past five years, 
affecting approximately 14 mil-
lion job seekers. These repeated 
breaches compromise the integ-
rity of exams and the fairness of 
the selection process.

Key provisions of the Act

 The Public Examinations 
(Prevention of Unfair Means) 
Act, 2024, aims to bring great-
er transparency, fairness, and 
credibility to public examina-
tions. It prohibits the disclo-
sure of exam-related confiden-
tial information before time 
and unauthorized individuals 
from entering exam centers 
to create disruptions. The 
Act targets cheating in public 
exams conducted by entities 
such as the UPSC, SSC, rail-
ways, banking recruitment ex-
ams, and the NTA.

The Act defines "unfair 
means" to include: (i) unau-
thorized access to or leakage of 
examination materials, (ii) pro-
viding unauthorized assistance 

to candidates, (iii) tampering 
with computer networks or re-
sources, (iv) altering documents 
used for shortlisting or ranking 
candidates, and (v) conducting 
fraudulent exams and issuing 
fake admit cards or offer letters 
for financial gain. Individu-
als found guilty of using unfair 
means under this Act face im-
prisonment from three to five 
years and fines up to 10 lakh.

A "service provider" is de-
fined by the Act as any agency, 
organization, body, association, 
business entity, company, part-
nership, or sole proprietorship, 
including its associates and 
sub-contractors, engaged by the 
public examination authority to 
conduct public examinations. 
If an examination authority or 
service provider commits an 
organized crime, the jail term 
will be a minimum of five years, 
with a maximum of ten, and the 
fine will remain 1 crore. The 
Act mentions the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, specifying that 
the provisions of the Indian Pe-
nal Code will remain in effect 
until its implementation.

This is the first legislation 
specifically designed to address 
the issue of paper leaks. The 
stringent measures outlined in 
the Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) Act, 
2024, classify these violations 
as cognizable, non-bailable, and 
non-compoundable offences.

Some concerns

Legal experts have acknowl-

edged the critical need for this 
legislation, commending it as 
the first in India to address or-
ganized crime networks behind 
paper leaks and to hold govern-
ment bodies like the NTA ac-
countable. However, they have 
pointed out several shortcom-
ings. One significant issue is 
that the Act does not cover state 
exams. This leaves it up to indi-
vidual states to create their own 
laws to address these problems. 
Although the government's new 
law aims to curb paper leaks, 
dismantle organized cheating, 
and hold the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) accountable, it 
primarily focuses on central-
ized exams, overlooking mal-
practices in other types of ex-
aminations.

While the Act is intended 
to serve as a model for states, 
it's important to recognize that 
each state has unique job re-
quirements and may not be able 
to adopt identical model drafts. 
If a state chooses not to enact 
a similar law, any incidents of 
paper leaks will have to be ad-
dressed through the standard 
process of inquiry and investi-
gation under general law. This 
poses a significant challenge to 
implementing the law effective-
ly at the grassroots level.

Additionally, there are 
some other loopholes also, such 
as the absence of fixed timelines 
for agencies like the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation to probe 
malpractices, and the lack of 
interim measures during in-

vestigations. They also noted 
that students are exempt from 
accountability under this law, 
meaning that even if a student 
is found engaged in irregulari-
ties, they would not be punished 
under this legislation.

 Legislation alone is not enough

The Public Examinations 
(Prevention of Unfair Means) 
Act, 2024, is a significant step 
towards combating the malprac-
tices plaguing our examination 
system. However, legislation 
alone is not enough. Strict 
implementation of the Act is 
crucial to ensure that its ob-
jectives are met. The concerns 
raised by experts regarding its 
limitations must be addressed 
to make it more comprehensive 
and effective.

The Act's introduction of-
fers a glimmer of hope for a 
fairer examination system in 
India, but it must be part of a 
broader strategy that includes 
technological advancements, in-
creased surveillance, and robust 
administrative procedures. For 
instance, integrating advanced 
technology such as blockchain 
for secure and tamper-proof 
storage of exam papers and re-
sults could significantly reduce 
the risk of leaks. Additionally, 
employing AI-driven surveil-
lance during exams could help 
identify and prevent cheating in 
real-time.

Furthermore, there needs to 
be a cultural shift in how exams 
are perceived. The pressure to 

succeed in exams often drives 
students and other stakehold-
ers to resort to unfair means. 
Promoting a culture of integrity 
and ethical behaviour, starting 
from school education, can help 
address the root causes of cheat-
ing and malpractices.

Collaboration between central 
and state governments is essential 
to create a uniform framework 
that addresses the unique chal-
lenges faced by different regions. 
States must be encouraged and 
supported to enact similar laws to 
ensure that the fight against exam 
malpractices is comprehensive 
and effective across the country.

In addition to legal and tech-
nological measures, there should 
be a focus on capacity building 
among exam conducting bod-
ies and agencies. Regular train-
ing and upskilling of personnel 
involved in the examination 
process can help them stay up-
dated with the latest trends and 
techniques in exam security 
and management.

There must be a robust 
mechanism for monitoring and 
evaluating the implementation 
of the Act. Regular audits, feed-
back from stakeholders, and 
independent evaluations can 
help identify gaps and areas for 
improvement, ensuring that the 
Act remains effective and rel-
evant over time.

Conclusion

In conclusion, while the 
Public Examinations (Preven-
tion of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, 
is a commendable initiative, its 
success will depend on how well 
it is implemented and supple-
mented by other measures. By 
addressing the concerns and 
suggestions raised by experts, 
leveraging technology, foster-
ing a culture of integrity, and 
ensuring collaboration between 
central and state governments, 
India can move towards a more 
transparent, fair, and credible 
public examination system.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do 
not necessarily represent the 
editorial stance of Kashmir 

Observer 
The author is a Kashmir based 

columnist. He tweets at 
ummar_jamal and can be 

reached at umarjamal968@
gmail.com

UMMAR JAMAL

Collaboration 

between central and 
state governments is 
essential to create a 
uniform framework 
that addresses the 
unique challenges 
faced by different 
regions. States must 
be encouraged and 
supported to enact 
similar laws to ensure 
that the fight against 
exam malpractices is 
comprehensive and 
effective across the 
country

Death Of Petrodollar Is A Biden Legacy
M. K. BHADRAKUMAR

T
he Deep State should have been 
alert five years ago when Candi-
date Joe Biden announced that 
he, if elected as president, was 

determined to make the Saudi rulers 
“pay the price, and make them in fact the 
pariah that they are.”

Biden was blunt to the point of being 
brutal about the Saudi royal family, say-
ing there was “very little social redeem-
ing value in the present government in 
Saudi Arabia” under King Salman’s rule.  

But, instead, the Deep State felt de-
lighted that Biden was just the man to 
succeed Donald Trump and reverse the 
Trump-era practice of forgiving Saudi hu-
man rights violations in order to preserve 
jobs in the American arms industry.

Biden probably knew by then that 
the American intelligence had concluded 
about the role of Mohammed bin Salman, 
the Saudi crown prince and the de facto 
leader of the country, in the killing of the 
dissident-journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
who was a ‘strategic asset’ of the CIA 
for navigating the next Saudi succes-
sion and the ensuing regime change to a 
happy ending. Khashoggi’s decapitation 
crippled Washington’s game plan to in-
stal a pliable ruler in Riyadh. 

Today, all that is history. But unlike 
the Bourbons, the Saudi royals never forget 

or forgive. They also have infinite patience 
and their own concept of time and space. 
And last Sunday, June 9, they struck. 

In great royal style, last Sunday, Ri-
yadh simply let the 50-year-old petrodol-
lar agreement between the US and Saudi 
Arabia to expire. 

To recap, the term “petrodollar” re-
fers to the US dollar’s pivotal role as the 
currency used for crude oil transactions 
on the world market per the US-Saudi 
deal dating back to 1974 shortly after the 
US went off the gold standard. 

In the history of global finance, few 
agreements have wielded as many ben-
efits as the petrodollar pact did for the 
US economy. At its core, the agreement 
stipulated that Saudi Arabia would price 
its oil exports exclusively in US dollars 
and invest its surplus oil revenues in US 
Treasury bonds — and, in a quid pro quo, 
the US would provide military support 
and protection to the kingdom.  

The ‘win-win’ deal ensured that the 
US gained a stable source of oil and a 
captive market for its debt, while Saudi 
Arabia secured its economic and overall 
security. In turn, the denomination of oil 
in dollar elevated the dollar’s status as 
the world’s ‘reserve currency’. 

Since then, the global demand for 
dollars to purchase oil has helped to keep 
the currency strong, not only made im-
ports relatively cheap for American con-

sumers but in systemic terms, the influx 
of foreign capital into US Treasury bonds 
supported low interest rates and a robust 
bond market.

Suffice to say, the expiration of the 
1974 US-Saudi ‘oil-for-security’ deal has 
far-reaching implications. At the most 
obvious level, it highlights the shifting 
power dynamics in the oil market with 
the emergence of alternative energy 
sources (eg., renewables and natural 
gas) and new oil-producing countries 
(eg., Brazil and Canada) challenging the 
traditional dominance of West Asia. But 
this is more the optics of it. 

Crucially, the petrodollar’s expira-
tion could weaken the US dollar and, by 
extension, the US financial markets. If 
oil were to be priced in a currency other 
than the dollar, it could lead to a decline 
in global demand for the greenback, 
which, in turn, could result in higher 
inflation, higher interest rates, and a 
weaker bond market in the US.

Suffice to say, going forward we may 
expect a significant shift in global power 
dynamics with the growing influence 
of emerging economies, the changing 
energy landscape and a tectonic shift in 
the global financial order as it enters a 
“post-American” era. The bottom line is 
that the US dollar’s dominance is no lon-
ger guaranteed. 

There is no question that Saudi Ara-

bia has a roadmap worked out. Four days 
before the expiration of the oil-for-secu-
rity deal, Reuters reported that Saudi 
Arabia has joined a China-dominated 
central bank digital currency cross-bor-
der trial, “in what could be another step 
towards less of the world’s oil trade be-
ing done in U.S. dollars.” 

The announcement on June 4 came 
from the Switzerland-based Bank for 
International Settlements [BIS], an in-
ternational financial institution owned 
by member central banks. It means that 
Saudi  central bank has become a “full 
participant” of Project mBridge, a col-
laboration launched in 2021 between 
the central banks of China, Hong Kong, 
Thailand and the United Arab Emirates. 

The BIS announcement took note 
that mBridge had reached “minimum vi-
able product” stage — that is, it is ready 
to move beyond the prototype phase. 
By the way, 135 countries and currency 
unions, representing 98% of global GDP, 
are currently exploring central bank dig-
ital currencies, or CBDCs.  

The entry of Saudi Arabia, a major 
G20 economy and the largest oil exporter 
in the world, signals a scaling up of com-
modity settlement on a platform outside 
of dollars in a near term scenario, with a 
new technology behind it. Interestingly, 
the mBridge transactions can use the 
code China’s e-yuan is built on! 

The intention is to modernise pay-
ments with new functionality and pro-
vide an alternative to physical cash, 
which seems in terminal decline any-
way. China dominates the mBridge 
project and is carrying out the world’s 
largest domestic CBDC pilot which now 
reaches 260 million people and covers 200 
scenarios from e-commerce to govern-
ment stimulus payments. 

Indeed, other big emerging economies, 
including India, Brazil and Russia, also 
plan to launch digital currencies in the 
next 1-2 years while the European Central 
Bank has begun work on a digital euro pi-
lot ahead of a possible launch in 2028.

Now, add to this Russia’s master plan 
to create a new BRICS payments system 
bypassing the dollar altogether. Moscow 
stock exchange announced on Wednes-
day that it will stop trading dollars and 
euros from Thursday, June 13.  

Thus, the expiration of the US-Saudi 
deal last weekend is emblematic of a cas-
cading challenge from various quarters 
to the dollar’s pre-eminence as ‘reserve 
currency.’ In particular, the end is near-
ing for the unfettered freedom America 
enjoyed to print dollar currency at will 
and living it up far beyond its means and 
imposing the US’ global hegemony. 

The article was originally 
published by India Punchline 
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BIOMASS HAS ALSO BEEN AN ESSENTIAL SOURCE OF ENERGY 

FOR INDIA. It is renewable, widely available, carbon-neutral and has 
the potential to provide significant employment in rural areas. Rapidly 
evolving technology has enabled thermal power plants to have more 
economical and energy-efficient operations
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Renewable Energy 
Powering a Safer Future

Mohammad Hanief

E
nergy is ability or capacity to 
do work. The renewable energy 
sources are non-conventional 

and environmental friendly in nature. 
The renewable energy technology is a 
direct substitute of recent technology. 
With the help of renewable energy 
we can save more energy, make bet-
ter environment by the replacement 
of fossil fuels. In the last two to three 
decades the environmental related 
problems are more created therefore 
the application of renewable energy 
technology is highly applicable for 
better environmental conditions.

With the increasing of population, 
the energy source demands are also 
increases. The amount of energy re-
quirement is different between the 
countries around the world. The de-
veloped country need more energy 
compare to developing country. The 
present people are most concern 
about renewable energy sources 
because it is pollution free, simply 
available and less costly and more 
amounts exist in the earth.

The primary objective for deploy-
ing renewable energy in India is to 
advance economic development, im-
prove energy security, improve ac-
cess to energy, and mitigate climate 
change. Sustainable development is 
possible by use of sustainable energy 
and by ensuring access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable, and modern en-
ergy for citizens. Strong government 
support and the increasingly oppor-
tune economic situation have pushed 
India to be one of the top leaders in 
the world’s most attractive renewable 
energy markets.

As the world population increases 
therefore the energy consumptions 
are also increases day by day so that 
we need to move alternative source 
of energy. Indian renewable energy 
sector is the fourth most attractive re-
newable energy market in the world.

Keeping in mind the sustainable de-
velopment goals, India's power gener-
ation mix is rapidly shifting towards 
a more significant share of renewable 
energy. Today, India is the world's 
third largest producer of renewable 
energy, with 40% of its installed elec-
tricity capacity coming from non-fos-
sil fuel sources.

Globally offshore wind is about 
two decades old history with the first 
offshore wind turbine in Denmark 
in 1991 which has been decommis-
sioned in 2017. As of now, offshore 
wind energy projects of more than 
57 GW are installed in 18 different 
countries, of which leading countries 
are UK, China, Germany, Denmark and 
The Netherlands.

India stands 4th globally in Re-
newable Energy Installed Capacity 
(including Large Hydro), 4th in Wind 
Power capacity & 5th in Solar Power 
capacity (as per REN21 Renewables 
2024 Global Status Report).The coun-
try has set an enhanced target at the 

COP26 of 500 GW of non-fossil fuel-
based energy by 2030. This has been 
a key pledge under the Panchamrit. 
This is the world's largest expansion 
plan in renewable energy.

India’s installed non-fossil fuel ca-
pacity has increased 396% in the last 
8.5 years and stands at more than 
201.75 GW (including large Hydro and 
nuclear), about 45.3% of the country’s 
total capacity (as of May 2024). India 
saw the highest year-on-year growth 
in renewable energy additions of 
9.83% in 2022. The installed solar 
energy capacity has increased by 30 
times in the last 9 years and stands 
at 84.27 GW as of May 2024. India’s 
solar energy potential is estimated to 
be 748 GWp as estimated by National 
Institute of Solar Energy (NISE). The 
installed Renewable energy capacity 

(including large hydro) has increased 
by around 128% since 2014.

India's energy demand is expected 
to increase more than that of any oth-
er country in the coming decades due 
to its sheer size and enormous po-

tential for growth and development. 
Therefore, most of this new energy 
demand must be met by low-carbon, 
renewable sources.

With the increased support of the 
government and improved econom-
ics, the sector has become attractive 
from an investor’s perspective. As In-
dia looks to meet its energy demand 
on its own, which is expected to reach 
15,820 TWh by 2040, renewable en-
ergy is set to play an important role.

India has always been committed 
to looking for more alternative energy 
sources for sustainable development. 
The beginning was made with hydro-
power, with major hydroelectric pow-
er projects appearing on the scene of 
India’s energy arena. Over the years, 
many policy and regulatory initiatives 
have promoted hydropower develop-

ment and facilitated investments.
Work on wind energy started in 

India during the 1960s when the Na-
tional Aeronautical Laboratory (NAL) 
developed windmills, primarily for 
supplying irrigation water. Today, 

India stands 4th largest wind power 
capacity in the world, blessed with 
a constant movement of wind, espe-
cially in the Southern, Western and 
North Western regions.

Solar energy-based applications 
have benefited millions of Indians 
by meeting their cooking, lighting 
and other energy needs in an envi-
ronment-friendly manner. Having 
achieved large-scale success in solar 
energy solutions, India has spear-
headed the International Solar Al-
liance (ISA) which is an action-ori-
ented, member-driven, collaborative 
platform for increased deployment of 
solar energy technologies.

Biomass has also been an essential 
source of energy for India. It is renew-
able, widely available, carbon-neutral 
and has the potential to provide sig-

nificant employment in rural areas. 
Rapidly evolving technology has en-
abled thermal power plants to have 
more economical and energy-efficient 
operations. India has co-fired biomass 
in thermal plants across the country 

to reduce its CO2 footprint in thermal 
power generation. Biomass power/
co-generation programme since mid-
nineties. Over 800 biomass power and 
bagasse/non-bagasse cogeneration 
projects have been installed in the 
country for feeding power to the grid.

India has progressively decoupled 
economic growth from greenhouse 
gas emissions. For example, the Net 
Zero Emissions target by 2030 by In-
dian Railways alone will reduce emis-
sions by 60 million tonnes annually. 
Similarly, India's massive UJALA LED 
bulb campaign is reducing emissions 
by 40 million tonnes annually. To fur-
ther complement these ongoing ef-
forts, India launched the National Hy-
drogen Mission in 2013 to make India 
the world's largest hydrogen hub.

Even though it supports the second 
largest population in the world, In-
dia’s sustained efforts have ensured 
that its per capita CO2 emissions are 
much lower than the global average. 
The US emits 14.7 tonnes per capita, 
China emits 7.6 tonnes per capita, 
while India’s CO2 emissions amount 
to 1.8 tonnes per capita.

India's experience will be valuable 
to other developing nations as they 
translate their climate pledges into 
actions and undertake energy transi-
tions towards a more sustainable en-
ergy future.

The author can be mailed at 
m.hanief@gmail.com
X (Twitter): @haniefmha

Are You an Imposter?
Susan E. Schwartz

“
To the doorkeeper there comes 
a countryman who prays for ad-
mittance. But he is told he cannot 

be allowed in at the moment. Maybe 
later. On this the man stays until the 
end of his life. At that time the door-
keeper says no one else was allowed 
in except the man and now it will be 
shut.” -Franz Kafka, Before the Law

The story by Franz Kafka relates 
the very problem of the "as-if" per-
son who does not realize how to 
manifest what is theirs and how to 
inhabit their existence. They do not 
tend to go through the door, as in 
the story, because they do not know 
it is theirs. The imposter, and what 
is here called the "as-if" personality, 
is defined by the central question: 
"Who am I, really?"

The answer will reflect identity 
with goals, purposes, and meaning 
in life rather than the superficial 
answer to the superficial question, 
"What is your name and where are 
you from?" Identity in this more en-
compassing sense isn’t fixed, handed 
down, or unconscious. Rather, it is 
something shaped and determined 
over time. A person’s identity is a 
matter of what they are about and 
is reflected in accessing the passions 
of life.

A male client commented, “The 
mirror was in a space I had to walk 
past every day. Though I did not have 

to look in it, I did anyway and didn’t 
feel good in the mirror regardless 
of how I looked. Every day I walked 
past that mirror, I looked at a man 
who was hurt and confused.”

This short statement is typical of 
the "as-if" personality. It reveals part 
of the complexity behind the adopt-
ed masks and illusions put forward 
by this personality type. The mask 
means hiding whoever wears it and 
disguising their identity as appear-
ance and pretence establish a clear 
distinction between being and ap-
pearing. What is hidden and what 
is known? Unmasking is a metaphor 
for revealing an individual’s identity 
while the attempted masking ac-
tively works to mystify and deceive 
oneself and others.

This person has an impoverished 
and uncomfortable, emotionally and 
physically, relationship to the world 
although their presentation is of 
shining appeal and no disorder. One 
is unable to bear, even momentari-
ly, to be seen up close, beneath the 
skin. They might be perceived to be 
winners and having made it by oth-
ers but often are internally empty, 
disillusioned, anxious, confused, 
alienated, and most of all, estranged 
from themselves.

A female client described, “Today 
I had a moment of feeling real. Usu-
ally, I am somewhere else. But now 
I caught it and could tell the differ-
ence for the first time.” The "as-if" 

person narrates a story of personal 
and collective history composed of 
the secret vicissitudes with which 
they engage. This person exhibits an 
elusive, flighty, and often dramatic 
approach to life, but is driven by an 
internal abyss. The phenomenon is 
not uncommon as many people feel 
similarly, skimming on the surface 
and not really living. These people 
are internally isolated, appearing 
competent, creative, with quirky 
perspectives, but drastically inse-
cure. The personality has a penchant 
for illusions and poses, an imposter 
based on inner distress and psycho-

logical confusion. One’s soul feels 
wrecked from within, forming a 
swarm of instability and pain of ex-
istence.

Underlying is a sense of distrust 
and lack of confidence in one’s place 
in the world. Filling the emptiness 
with people, places, and things at-
tempts to compensate for the feeling 
of being unreal. The emptiness arose 
from early emotional wounding and 
lack of correct or close enough at-
tachment with consistent caregiv-
ers. As adults, these people become 
performers, needing attention, and 
seeming superficial. The question is 

posed about how to bridge the gap 
to access who one really is.

The way of relating to the world is 
through mimicry and imposter fa-
cades, while the adaptation ‘as-if’ 
comes at the expense of authenticity 
of oneself. One feels as flat as the so-
cial media screen, yet they often hide 
this from themselves and others. The 
internal division signals being trapped 
in unconscious personal, cultural, and 
historical wounds. These include un-
finished mourning processes, inter-
generational issues, and archetypal 
anxieties. The unconscious calls to 
be more deeply known, relationships 
with self and others open rather than 
closed, life no longer avoided with 
emotional distancing, compulsions, or 
perfectionism.

This personality type, although 
clever at disguise, is swamped by 
emotional and psychological dis-
tress, haunted by aims and aspira-
tions not yet achieved, along with 
the pressure of nothing ever be-
ing enough. These people defend 
against aspects of reality, absence, 
and loss because they are assumed 
to be intolerable. They need the il-
lusions and idealizations of others 
focused on them so life can seem 
other and better than it is. They con-
struct a solid and tight package as a 
defense.

The masks and façades prevent 
being present in life and experienc-
ing the inner world with its creativ-

ity and life forces. Chasing after the 
perfect body, highest intellect, or 
most accomplishments does not 
lead to fulfillment for the imposter 
type. These only lead to more anxi-
ety and a frenzy to perform. These 
are the imposters, feeling fraudu-
lent, wishing to be known but fear-
ing this discovery as they will be less 
than excellent and somehow flawed. 
In therapy, they tend to hide. In rela-
tionships, they anticipate rejection. 
Underneath is a fragile and vulner-
able self waiting to be known. An 
imposter does not feel a definitive 
identity and operates in the absence 
of a fully knowable self.

If this is you or you are working 
therapeutically or in a relationship 
with someone of this type, be pa-
tient, stay with the discomfort, and 
explore the feelings. Delving into the 
unconscious and facing the shadows 
is the task of uniting the personality 
and leads to feeling more complete 
as a person. Dreams, emanations 
from the unconscious, bring us to 
life and take off the masks formerly 
adopted as defenses against being 
known by ourselves and others. We 
can venture beyond the barricades 
keeping us from being real. This is 
part of the process along the journey 
of being and expressing one’s indi-
vidual and precious self.

The article was originally published 
by Psychology Today 
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NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the certificates in respect of the under – mentioned shares of J&K Bank have been lost/mis-
placed and the holders of the said shares have applied to J&K Bank Ltd/ M/s KFin Technologies Ltd. (Share Transfer Agent) 
for issue of Duplicate Share Certificates.

The Public is hereby warned against purchasing or dealing in any way with above share Certificate(s).Any Person(s) who 
has/have any claim(s)/objection in respect of the said shares should lodge such claim(s)/objection with the Bank at the 
Corporate Headquarters. M. A. Road, Srinagar/Share Transfer Agent at the address given below, within fifteen days from 
the date of Publication of this notice, after which no claim(s) will be entertained and the Bank/Share Transfer Agent will 
proceed to issue Duplicate Share Certificates.

For Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd.
Ref. No.: 06/2024-25
              Sd/-
Place: Srinagar                          (Mohammad Shafi Mir)
Date: 27th June, 2024                                                                                                    Company  Secretary

Jammu and Kashmir Bank Limited               
Board Secretariat
Corporate Headquarters  
M. A. Road, Srinagar – 190 001, Kashmir

Share Transfer Agent 
M/s KFin Technologies Ltd.

Selenium Tower B, Plot 31&32
Financial District, Nanakramguda, 

Serilngampally Mandal,
Hyderabad 500 032

       Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd.
        CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048

Registered Office: M. A. Road, Srinagar - 190 001 
 Tel: 0194-2483775, Fax: 0194-2481928

Website: www.jkbank.com 
Email: board.sectt@jkbmail.com

S. No 
Name of the 

Shareholder 
Folio No. 

Certificate 

No. 

Distinctive 

No.’s 

No of 

Shares 
Address 

1.  
Riyaz Ahmad 
Bhat JKB016345 

 

507058 
13630301- 
13631300 

1000 
Noor Bagh Sopore,Baramula, 
Jammu And Kashmir-193201 

DIPK-NB-660/24

DATED: 28-06-2024

01 Ashiq Hussain Masoodi
S/o Late Mohammad Yousuf Masoodi
R/O L.D colony Sanat Nagar

 

P. No 9419000055

 
B.Sc DBA Chairman

02 Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo

 

S/O Ghulam Rasool Kakroo

 

R/O Hyder pora

 

Bypass House No.16 Lane 
No 2Ibrahim colony

 

P. No 9419180542

 
B.Sc.LLB

 

Member

03 Mukhtar Ahmad Jaloo

 

S/O Ghulam Qadir Jaloo
 

R/O Peer Bagh
 

P . NO  9419998880 
MA LLB

 
Member

04 Sameer Ahmad Mir 
S/O Abdul Gani Mir 
R/O Raj Bagh P. No 7006638596

 
 

Ph.D
 Principal of the 

school  

05 Javeed Iqbal Farooqi

 
S/O M.S Farooqui

 
R/O Gogji Bagh

 
P . No 

 

M.A
 

Member

06 Sameena Wani

 

D/O Ghulam Rasool Wani

 

Gogji Bagh

 

P. No 9796731150

 
 

M.A MED

 

Member

07 Romana

 

W/O  Arshid Nizaam

 

R/O Sanat Nagar

 

P. No 9796731277

 

B.A B.Ed

 

Member

08 Mohammad Yaseen Dar
S/O Ghulam Ahmad Dar
R/O Padshahi Bagh Srinadar
P. No 7006128118

Graduate 
Member
(Parent)

S.NO NAME/ Parentage/Address QUALIFICATION Post Held in 
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S.NO NAME/ Parentage/Address QUALIFICATION Post Held in 
the MD
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Ashiq Hussain Masoodi  S/o Late Mohammad Yousuf Masoodi
 R/O L.D colony Sanat Nagar

 P.No 9419000055

 
Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo

 
S/O Ghulam Rasool Kakroo

 

R/O Hyder pora Baypass House No.16 Lane No 2

 

Ibrahim colony

 

P.No 9419180542

 

Sameena Wani

 

D/O Ghulam Rasool Wani

 

Gogji Bagh

 

P NO.

 

9796731150

 
 

Mohammad Ashraf Jaloo

 

S/O Ghulam Qadir Jaloo

 

R/O Peer Bagh

 

P.NO 9906669932

 

Mr. Syed Tariq Naqshbandi

 

S/O: -

 

Syed Ghulam Naqshbandi

 

R/O: -

 

Housing Colony Rawalpora

 

P.NO. 9419000969

 

Manzoor Ahmad

 

S/O Mohd Yousuf Shah

 

R/O: -

 

Peer Bagh Srinagar

 

P.NO. 9419000857/ 9149900857

 

Nisar Ahmad Pandit

 

S/O Ghulam Mohi ud Din Pandit
R/O LD Colony Rawalpora
P.NO. 
Nayeema Khan 
W/O:- 

Mohd LaƟf Khan
 

R/O Jawahar Nagar Srinagar  
P.NO.7889684787  

 
Ghulam Mohammad Bhat

 
S/O Late Habibullal Bhat

 

R/O H.M.T Zainakote
P.NO. 9419010889

B.Sc DBA  

 

B.Sc.

 

LLB

  

M.A MED

 
B. Sc, MBBS, MS

LLB 

 

, P .G B.Ed

 

10+2

M.B.B.S 
(MD) 

10+2

 

Chairman

Member
(Parent)

Principal of 
the school

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Oasis Educational Institute 
Gulshan Nagar Bye Pass Srinagar 

New Managing Body New Managing Body

Oasis Educational Institute 
Gogjibagh  Srinagar 

Parent

Plant-Based Alternatives Healthy 
For Your Heart Than Meat: Study
IANS

Eating plant-based meat alter-
natives may have profound 
benefits against cardiovascu-
lar disease risk factors, such 
as cholesterol levels and blood 
pressure, according to a review 
of research published from 1970 
to 2023.

Plant-based meat alterna-
tives are highly processed plant-
based food products that typi-
cally replace meat in the diet.

While there is substantial 
variability in the contents 
and nutritional profiles of 
these alternatives, the find-
ings detailed in the Cana-
dian Journal of Cardiology, 
showed that the nutritional 
profiles tend to reflect a heart-
healthy dietary pattern.

“While the plant-based meat 
market has experienced signifi-
cant growth in recent years and 
more people are enjoying plant-
based burgers, surprisingly 
little is known about how these 
meat alternatives may impact 

health and in particular cardio-
vascular disease risk,” said lead 
author Matthew Nagra, from 
the University of British Colum-
bia, Canada.

“Thus, we sought to review 
the available literature on the 
topic to identify what is cur-
rently known and to provide 
direction for future research,” 
he added.

The researchers reviewed 

the research on plant-based 
meat alternatives, their con-
tents, nutritional profiles, and 
impact on cardiovascular dis-
ease risk factors, such as choles-
terol levels and blood pressure.

Their analysis shows that 
on average, the plant-based al-
ternatives tend to have a more 
heart-healthy nutritional pro-
file than meat, although the 
high sodium content of some 

products may be of concern.
However, these alterna-

tives do not raise blood pres-
sure, but instead improve 
some cardiovascular risk fac-
tors, including cholesterol 
levels, in several randomised 
controlled trials.

“There is currently a lack 
of long-term research evaluat-
ing how these alternatives may 
affect the risk of developing a 
heart attack or stroke,” the re-
searchers said.

“For those looking to re-
duce their meat intake, espe-
cially red meat, replacing that 
with plant-based alternatives is 
likely a heart-healthy choice,” 
said Professor Ehud Ur from 
the varsity.

“For those who already 
limit their meat intake, the 
alternatives can be incorpo-
rated into a healthy dietary 
pattern as an excellent pro-
tein source. However, it may 
be beneficial to choose options 
that are lower in saturated 
fat and sodium if consuming 
them regularly,” Ur said.

Scientists Develop Speech 
Recognition Tool To Predict 
Alzheimer's Onset

Press Trust Of India

A new AI-based model could predict the 
onset of Alzheimer's disease by analysing 
an individual's speech, the developers said.

Trained on audio recordings of pa-
tients with mild cognitive impairment 
-- early stages of memory loss, the model 
achieved 78.5 per cent accuracy in fore-
casting whether patients would remain 
stable or progress to dementia within six 
years, according to the researchers.

Alzheimer's disease is the most com-
mon form of dementia and impacts one's 
everyday activities by impairing memo-
ry and thinking.

The researchers at Boston Univer-
sity, US, used recordings of initial in-
terviews of 166 patients aged 63-97 and 
trained the model using machine learn-
ing to discern patterns between speech, 
demographics, diagnosis, and how their 
condition was worsening.

The model analyses interview con-
tent such as spoken words and sentence 
structure, rather than speech features 
such as enunciation or speed, showed 
the study published in the journal Al-

zheimer's and Dementia.
"We combine the information we 

extract from the audio recordings with 
some very basic demographics - age, 
gender, and so on - and we get the final 
score," said Ioannis C. Paschalidis, a pro-
fessor of engineering and the study's cor-
responding author.

"You can think of the score as the 
likelihood, the probability, that someone 
will remain stable or transition to de-
mentia. It had significant predictive abil-
ity," said Paschalidis.

The researchers said that the model 
was able to perform well, despite challeng-
es like low-quality recordings and back-
ground noise.

The researchers emphasised that early 
prediction is crucial as current diagnostic 
tests often identify Alzheimer's disease only af-
ter significant cognitive decline has occurred 
such as memories starting to slip away and 
personality traits beginning to shift.

The team aims to make their model 
accessible through an app to make it ac-
cessible for patients in remote areas, po-
tentially increasing the number of people 
getting screened.

Study Explores Adolescents At Risk Of 
Depression From Social Media Use
IANS

Social media use does not raise the 
risk of depression in all adoles-
cents, revealed a study on Wednes-
day which found parental hostility 
and peer bullying as major risk 
factors driving teenagers to mental 
health conditions.

Early social media use has 
previously been linked with an in-
creased risk of depression among 
teenagers and young adults.

The findings, published in the 
Journal of Adolescence, suggest that 
social media use does not impact all 
adolescents in the same way.

Researchers from Brigham 
Young University in the US found 

certain factors may make social 
media more risky or protective 
regarding depression. These 
include greater parental hostility, 
peer bullying, anxiety, reactivity 
to stressors, and lower parental 
media monitoring.

“If the teenager is already in a 
vulnerable position (being bullied 
or having hostile parents or par-
ents who don’t monitor their teen-
ager’s media), then social media is 
much more likely to be harmful,” 
said corresponding author W. 
Justin Dyer, from the varsity.

Dyer said, “This is especially 
true if there is more than 3 hours 
of use a day.”

On the contrary, warm and 

supportive friends and parents 
and “moderate amounts of social 
media use (less than 3 hours a day) 
may be a good thing.”

They stressed individualised 
approaches to determine the ben-
efits and harms of social media on 
young people’s mental health.

Dyer noted that adolescents 
can greatly benefit if parents guide 
them “as they navigate social 
media. That guidance may make 
all the difference.”

The study is based on 488 
adolescents living in the US who 
were surveyed once a year for 8 
years (beginning in 2010 when the 
average age for participants was 13 
years old). 
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Interest Rates On Small Savings 
Schemes Remain Unchanged 
For Second Quarter In FY25

Fiscal Deficit At 3% Of Full Year Budget 
Estimates At May-End 2024: CGA Data

Key Infra Sectors Growth 
Rises 6.3% In May 
Against 6.7% In Apr

India, US Extend Digital 
Tax On E-Commerce 
Supplies Till June 30

After Jio, Bharti Airtel 
Announces 10-21% Hike In 
Mobile Tariffs

Sebi Raises Basic Demat 
Account Limit To Rs 10 Lakh 
To Boost Participation

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The government 
on Friday left the interest 
rates on various small savings 
schemes unchanged for the 
quarter beginning July 1, 2024.

"The rates of interest on 
various small savings schemes 
for the second quarter of FY 
2024-25, starting from July 1, 
2024, and ending on Septem-
ber 30, 2024, shall remain un-
changed from those notified 
for the first quarter (March 1, 
2024, to June 30, 2024) of FY 
2024-25," said a finance min-
istry notification.

As per the notification, 
deposits under the Sukanya 
Samriddhi scheme will at-
tract an interest rate of 8.2 
per cent, while the rate on a 
three-year term deposit re-
mains at 7.1 per cent.

The interest rates for popu-
lar PPF and post office savings 

deposits scheme too have 
been retained at 7.1 per cent 
and 4 per cent, respectively.

The interest rate on the 
Kisan Vikas Patra will be 7.5 
per cent, and the investments 
will mature in 115 months.

The interest rate on the 
National Savings Certificate 
(NSC) will remain at 7.7 per 

cent for the July-September 
2024 period.

Like the current quarter, the 
Monthly Income Scheme will 
earn 7.4 per cent for investors.

The government notifies 
the interest rates on small 
savings schemes, majorly 
operated by post offices and 
banks, every quarter.
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NEW DELHI- The central gov-
ernment's fiscal deficit was 
only at 3 per cent of the an-
nual estimates at May-end 
2024-25, the first two months 
of the financial year during 
which model code of conduct 
was in place due to Lok Sabha 
elections.

The fiscal deficit or the gap 
between the government's 
expenditure and revenue was 
11.8 per cent of Budget Esti-
mates (BE) of 2023-24 in the 
first two months of the previ-
ous financial year.

For the current financial 
year (2024-25), the govern-
ment estimates the fiscal def-
icit at 5.1 per cent of the GDP, 
or Rs 16,85,494 crore.

According to data released 
by the Controller General of 
Accounts (CGA), fiscal deficit 
during April-May 2024 was Rs 
50,615 crore or 3 per cent of the 
BE 2024-25. In the correspond-
ing period of the last fiscal it was 

11.8 per cent of that year's BE.
Net tax revenue was Rs 3.19 

lakh crore or 12.3 per cent 
of BE 2024-25. In the corre-
sponding period it was 11.9 
per cent of BE 2023-24.

Total expenditure at May-
end 2024 was Rs 6.23 lakh 
crore or 13.1 per cent of this 
fiscal BE. In the year-ago pe-
riod it was 13.9 per cent of BE.

Generally, the government 
refrains from making expen-
diture on new projects when 

the election commission puts 
in place model of conduct.

The central government's 
fiscal deficit during 2023-24 
at 5.6 per cent of the GDP 
was better than previous es-
timates of 5.8 per cent on ac-
count of higher revenue reali-
sation and lower expenditure.

As per the Fiscal Responsi-
bility & Budget Management 
(FRBM) Act, the government 
plans to achieve a fiscal defi-
cit of 4.5 per cent in 2025-26.
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NEW DELHI: The eight key in-
frastructure sectors' growth 
rose by 6.3 per cent in May on 
healthy expansion in the pro-
duction of coal, natural gas, 
and electricity, though the 
growth rate is lower than in 
April, according to official data 
released on Friday.

The production of the eight 
sectors grew 6.7 per cent in 
April.

The growth of these core 
sectors -- coal, crude oil, nat-
ural gas, refinery products, 
fertiliser, steel, cement and 
electricity -- was 5.2 per cent 
in May 2023.

The official data showed that 
fertiliser, crude oil, and ce-
ment output recorded negative 
growth in May.

During April-May this fis-
cal, the output of these sectors 
was up 6.5 per cent against 4.9 
per cent in the same period 
last fiscal.

The production growth of 
coal, natural gas and electric-
ity rose by 10.2 per cent, 7.5 per 
cent and 12.8 per cent, respec-
tively, against 7.2 per cent, (-) 

0.3 per cent and 0.8 per cent in 
May 2023.

The growth rate in the pro-
duction of refinery products 
and steel slowed down to 0.5 
per cent and 7.6 per cent dur-
ing the month under review.

The eight core sectors con-
tribute 40.27 per cent to the 
country's Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP).

Commenting on the data, 
Icra Ltd Chief Economist Aditi 
Nayar said that while the core 
sector growth sustained above 
6 per cent for the fourth con-
secutive month, it eased slight-
ly in May.

A combination of factors, 
including the heatwave over 
parts of the country and the 
phased parliamentary elec-
tions could have curtailed ac-
tivity and execution in some 
sectors, she added.

"At the same time, the heat-
wave boosted demand for 
power, which translated into a 
rise in the growth of coal and 
electricity in May 2024 com-
pared to the previous month. 
We expect IIP growth print at 
4-5 per cent in May 2024," she 
added.
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NEW DELHI: India and the US 
have decided to extend a 2 per 
cent equalisation levy or digital 
tax on e-commerce supplies 
until June 30, the finance min-
istry said on Friday.

In a major reform of the inter-
national tax system, India and 
the US have joined 134 other 
members of the OECD/G20 

Inclusive Framework ( i n -

c l u d -
ing Austria, 
France, Italy, Spain, and 
the UK) in reaching an agree-
ment on October 8, 2021, on 
the statement on a two-pillar 
solution to address the tax chal-
lenges arising from the digitali-
sation of the economy.

On October 21, 2021, the US 
and Austria, France, Italy, Spain, 
and the UK reached a political 
compromise on the transition-
al approach to the unilateral 
measures in force while Pillar 1 
is implemented.

On November 24, 2021, In-
dia and the US agreed that the 
same terms that apply under 
the October 2021 Joint State-
ment shall apply between In-
dia and the US with respect 
to India's charge of 2 per cent 
equalisation levy on e-com-
merce supply of services and 
the US' trade action regarding 
the said Equalisation Levy.

The validity of this agree-
ment was from April 1, 2022, 
till implementation of Pillar 1 
or March 31, 2024, whichever 
is earlier.

On December 18, 2023, the 
Inclusive Framework issued a 
statement calling for a finalisa-
tion of the text of the Pillar 1 
multilateral convention by the 
end of March 2024 with a view 
to holding a signing ceremony 
by the end of June 2024.

On Feb-

r u -
ary 15, 

2024, the 
US and Austria, France, Italy, 
Spain, and the UK decided to 
extend the political compro-
mise set forth in the October 
21 Joint Statement until June 
30, 2024.

"In light of above develop-
ments, India and the United 
States have decided to extend 
the validity of the agreement 
reflected in November 24 
Statements until June 30, 2024. 
All other terms of the transi-
tional approach remain the 
same," the finance ministry 
said in a statement.

India and the US will remain 
in close contact to ensure that 
there is common understand-
ing of the respective commit-
ment and endeavour to re-
solve all issues on this matter 
through constructive dialogue, 
it added.
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NEW DELHI: Bharti Airtel on 
Friday announced a 10-21 per 
cent hike in prepaid and post-
paid mobile tariffs, a day after 
larger rival Reliance Jio an-
nounced an increase in rates.

The move assumes signifi-
cance, as it marks the first ma-
jor increase in tariffs by the 
telecom industry, in two-and-
a-half years.

Airtel's tariff hike across var-
ious plans ranges from 10-21 
per cent, and will be effective 
from July 3.

While the rate of daily data 
add-on (1GB) will see an in-
crease by Rs 3, rising from Rs 
19 to Rs 22, in the case of 365-
day validity plan offering 2GB/
day, the increase works out to 
as high as Rs 600, as rates are 
set to rise from Rs 2,999, all the 
way to Rs 3,599.

In the unlimited voice plan 
category, tariff has been raised 
from Rs 179 to Rs 199, marking 
a Rs 20 increase in this 28-day 
validity plan that offers 2GB of 
data to users.

"We have ensured that there 
is a very modest price increase 
(less than 70 paise per day) on 
entry-level plans, in order to 
eliminate any burden on bud-
get challenged consumers," 
Airtel said announcing revision 
in its mobile tariffs.

Bharti Airtel said it has 
maintained that the mobile 
Average Revenue Per User 
(ARPU) needs to be upwards of 
Rs 300, to enable a financially 

healthy business model for tel-
cos in India.

"We believe that this level of 
ARPU will enable the substan-
tial investments required in 
network technology and spec-
trum and offer a modest return 
on capital," the telco said.

Airtel's move comes close 
on the heels of tariff hike an-
nouncement by Reliance Jio, 
and market watchers expect a 
similar tariff hike move from 
Vodafone Idea soon.

Jio, India's largest telecom 
operator, announced a 12-27 
per cent hike in mobile tariffs 
on Thursday.

That said, a look at the tar-
iff and rate hikes announced 
by the two telcos respectively, 
indicates that most of the Air-
tel mobile plans will still cost 
more than that of Reliance Jio.

Airtel, in fact, has been 
strongly advocating the need 
for tariff hike in the indus-
try, and has time-and-again 
flagged the 'absurdly low' lev-
els of rates prevailing in India 
compared to other parts of the 
world.

Among the unlimited 
voice plans, Airtel has raised 
tariffs in the ballpark range 
of about 11 per cent, and ac-
cordingly rates are revised 
from Rs 179 to Rs 199; from 
Rs 455 to Rs 509; and from 
Rs 1,799 to Rs 1,999.

In the daily data plan catego-
ry, the Rs 479 plan that comes 
with a 56-day validity and 
1.5GB/day, has been increased 
to Rs 579 (20.8 per cent hike).
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NEW DELHI: To boost partici-
pation of small investors in the 
securities market, Sebi on Fri-
day increased the threshold 
for the basic service demat 
account to Rs 10 lakh from the 
current Rs 2 lakh.

The new guidelines will 
come into force from Septem-
ber 1, the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (Sebi) 
said in a circular.

Increasing the limit of se-
curities' value held in the Ba-
sic Services Demat Account 
(BSDA) will encourage small 
investors to trade in the stock 
market and ensure their finan-
cial inclusion.

A basic service demat ac-
count, or BSDA, is a more basic 
version of a regular demat ac-
count. The facility was intro-
duced by markets regulator 
Sebi in 2012 to reduce the bur-
den of demat charges on inves-
tors with small portfolios.

On eligibility for BSDA, Sebi 
said an individual is eligible for 
a BSDA if he/she meets certain 
criteria such as the investor 
has only one demat account as 
the sole or first holder, has only 
one BSDA in his name across 
all depositories and the value 
of securities in the account 
does not exceed Rs 10 lakh for 
both debt and non-debt securi-

ties combined at any time.
Before this, an individual was 

allowed to hold debt securities 
worth up to Rs 2 lakh and other 
than debt securities worth up 
to Rs 2 lakh in a single demat 
account to be eligible for BSDA.

For portfolio values up to Rs 
4 lakh, Sebi said that the an-
nual maintenance charge for 
a BDSA would be nil and for 
portfolio values of above Rs 4 
lakh and up to Rs 10 lakh, the 
charges would be Rs 100.

However, if portfolio value 
exceeds Rs 10 lakh then BDSA 
should automatically be convert-
ed into a regular demat account.

With regards to services for 
BDSA, the regulator said that 
electronic statements would 
be provided free of cost to such 
account holders, besides, phys-
ical statements can be charged 
at Rs 25 per statement.

As per the circular, Deposito-
ry Participants (DPs) will open 
only BSDA for eligible accounts 
unless the account holder opts 
for a regular demat account via 
email.

Markets Snap Record-Breaking Rally As Profit-
Booking Hammers Banking, Finance Stocks
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MUMBAI: Market bench-
marks Sensex and Nifty halt-
ed their three-day record-hit-
ting rally to close with losses 
on Friday as investors booked 
profit in banking, finance and 
tech stocks despite a positive 
trend in global equities.

Snapping a four-session 
winning run, equity indices 
succumbed to selling pres-
sure after mid-session when 
profit-taking emerged on se-
lect counters.

After hitting fresh all-time 
high level in early trade, the 
30-share index declined 
210.45 points or 0.27 per 
cent to settle at 79,032.73. 
During the day, it jumped 
428.4 points or 0.54 per cent 
to hit a fresh record peak of 
79,671.58.

The Nifty went lower by 
33.90 points or 0.14 per cent 
to 24,010.60. During the day, 
it climbed 129.5 points or 
0.53 per cent to hit a new life-
time high of 24,174.

"Profit taking in bank-
ing stocks led the downfall 
in key benchmark indices, 

which had hit fresh intra-
day highs in early optimism. 
While markets displayed 
volatility and ended weak in 
late selling, both Sensex and 
Nifty managed to close above 
their psychological levels of 
79k and 24k, respectively," 
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP 
(Research), Mehta Equities 
Ltd, said.

The Sensex breached the 
historic 79,000 mark on 
Thursday, and the Nifty hit 
the 24,000 level for the first 
time in intra-day trade.

In the past four trading 
days, the BSE benchmark 
jumped 2,033.28 points or 
2.63 per cent.

On the weekly front, the 
BSE benchmark jumped 
1,822.83 points or 2.36 per 
cent, and the Nifty climbed 
509.5 points or 2.16 per cent.

Sensex recorded the best 
monthly gain in June by 
climbing 7.14 per cent.

The market capitalisation 
of BSE-listed firms hit an all-
time high of Rs 439.24 lakh 
crore (USD 5.26 trillion).

IndusInd Bank was the 
biggest loser on the Sensex 

chart, slipping 2.61 per cent, 
followed by Axis Bank, ICICI 
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, Maruti, JSW 
Steel and Bajaj Finserv.

In contrast, Reliance In-
dustries, Tata Motors, Asian 
Paints, Nestle and Titan were 
the biggest gainers.

In the broader market, the 
BSE smallcap gauge climbed 
0.56 per cent, and midcap 
went up by 0.41 per cent.

"India’s optimism about 
the upcoming budget and 
upgrade in GDP forecasts con-
tinues to provide momentum 
in the market. Large caps are 
in favour due to the come-
back of FIIs. However, profit 
booking ensued at the end of 
the week, at higher levels, in 
financials, especially private 
banks, which dragged the 
market down after the recent 
rally," said Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Financial 
Services.

Among indices, bankex de-
clined 1.04 per cent, telecom-
munication (0.65 per cent), 
financial services (0.52 per 
cent), teck (0.42 per cent) and 
industrials (0.26 per cent).
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Call: +91-194-2479915

Mail: msphsqr@jkpolice. gov.in

INSIDE PCR KASHMIR COMPLEX. BATAMALOO - 190009

SHORT TERM QUOTATION
For and on behalf of Medical Superintendent, JK Police Hospital Srinagar invites Short term Quotations from the registered/reputed 

firms for the services/ repairs of Siemens Heliophos D 500MA X-Ray Machine of Police Hospital Srinagar. The firms, would like to 
participate shall have to meet the following criteria/ process before quoting the price.
1 The firms shall have to depute their engineers/ technicians to the Police Hospital Srinagar within five days from the date of 

publication.

2 After examination, the participant firms shall have to submit their assessment report in a sealed envelope for services/ repairs 
or replacement of the parts if required whatsoever, within two days in the office of undersigned.

3 The firm quoting lowest bid/ estimate and satisfying the assessment exercise shall be awarded the work order.
Note:

No TA/Charges will be given for the onsite examination.
The Purchasing Committee shall have the right to reject any firm without assigning reason thereof.
No: PHS/ Pur/Repairs/Quot/2024/ 4338-40  ������������������������������������������� Medical Superintendent, 

Dated: 28/06/2024  ���������������������������������������������������������������Police Hospital Srinagar.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL GOVT. DEGREE COLLEGE
BIJBEHARA-KASHMIR-192124 

NAAC ACCREDITED GRADE "B"

Website: www.gdcbijbehara.edu.in # E-Mail: principalbijbehara@gmail.com
Tele/ Fax. No.: 01932-233263 ���������������������������������������������������������������������� Cell No: 94190-40756
No: DCB/Tender-Not-Cant/892-93 ����������������������������������������������������������������������Dated: 27-06-2024

TENDER FOR OPERATION/ RUNNING COLLEGE CANTEEN-2024

E-NIT NO: GDCBIJ/2024/ Dated: 27-06-2024
Principal, Govt. College Bijbehara on behalf of Hon'ble Lt. Governor of U T of Jammu& Kashmir invites e-tender from the prospective contractor[s]/ 
reputed agency(s)/Person(s] for running the college canteen for a period of minimum one year (2024-25).
The Tender documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, and detailed terms and conditions of contract can be seen/downloaded 
from the website www.jktenders.gov.in or www.gdcbijbehara.edu.in......as per schedule of dates given below:-

Name of the Work: Operation/ Running of College canteen within the college premises
1. Date of Publication 28/06/2024.
2. Period of downloading of Tender documents: 28/06/2024 to 15/07/2024.
3. Tender Bid Submission start date 29/06/2024
4. Tender Bid Submission end date 15/07/2024 4:00 pm
5. Date of opening of EOI Bid online 16 /07/2024; 11:00 am

DIPK-2052-24  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Principal 
DT: 28/06/2024 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Govt. Degree College 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Bijbehara 



Srinagar | Saturday | 29-06-2024 10SPORTS
Short TAKES

Downtown Heroes Beat Solina FC In 
JKFA Spring Legacy Tournament

In Friday’s game of the first edition JKFA Spring 
Legacy Knockout Football Tournament 2024, Down-

town Heroes FC took on Solina FC at Polo Ground, 
Srinagar.

The Heroes emerged victorious, 5-1. Mehran 
scored a hat trick for Downtown, while Asrar Rehbar 
scored two. For Solina, Sheikh Aqib Mushtaq was 
the lone goal scorer. The player of the match was 
awarded to Mehran of Downtown Heros FC by Gh-
ulam Hassan Wani and Manzoor Ahmad Wani.

Shafali Shatters Records 
With Fastest Women's Test
Double Century

In a historic performance, Indian opener Shafali 
Verma shattered the record for the fastest double-

century in women's Test cricket. Verma, only 20 years 
old, achieved this remarkable milestone during the 
one-off Test against South Africa on Friday, surpass-
ing the previous record set by Australia's Annabel 
Sutherland.

Verma's dazzling innings saw her score 205 runs 
off just 194 balls, eclipsing Sutherland's mark of 248 
balls. She also became the second Indian woman to 
hit a double century in Test cricket, following Mithali 
Raj's achievement 22 years ago.

India Pushes for Yoga's Inclusion In 
Asian Games

Indian Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has 
expressed support for the Indian Olympic Associa-

tion President PT Usha's initiative to include yoga in 
the Asian Games. Mandaviya emphasized that yoga, 
with its widespread popularity, deserves recognition 
as a competitive sport.

In a recent communication, the IOA President ap-
pealed to the Olympic Council of Asia consider the 
inclusion of yoga in the Games' roster. Mandaviya 
also highlighted India's pioneering role in promot-
ing yoga, citing its success in the Khelo India Youth 
Games.

Max Verstappen Leads Austrian GP 
Practice Despite Engine Woes

Red Bull's Max Verstappen was quickest in sole 
practice for the Austrian Grand Prix on Friday 

despite stopping on the main straight with an engine 
sensor issue and briefly halting the session.

Championship leader Verstappen lapped the Red 
Bull Ring with a fastest time of one minute 05.685 
seconds with McLaren's Oscar Piastri, a new front 
wing on his car, 0.276 slower. Ferrari's Charles Leclerc 
was third quickest, 0.370 off the pace, with team 
mate Carlos Sainz fourth and Mercedes' Lewis Ham-
ilton fifth.

Uruguay Routs Bolivia 5-0 At Copa 
America As Núñez Keeps Scoring

Darwin Núñez and his Uruguayan teammates 
romped through Bolivia's defense as if it were a 

training game.
Núñez scored in his seventh straight international 

match, a 5-0 rout on Thursday night that moved Uru-
guay a to the verge of a Copa America quarterfinal.

Facundo Pellistri put the Uruguayans ahead in the 
eighth minute and Núñez doubled the lead in the 
21st with his 10th goal in his last seven games for 
Uruguay and 13th in 25 matches overall.
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T20 WC Final: Last Dance For Rohit, 
Virat As India Take On South Africa

Subroto Mukerjee Cup: RPS Shines 
In U-14, HSS Dailgam In U-17

Baramulla Ignites Young Talent In 
Inter-School Sports Competitions

#DoItForDravid 
Trends Ahead Of T20 WC Final, But 

Dravid Wants To Do It For Team

Lamine Yamal: Balancing Football 
Stardom & Academic Success

Phil Foden’s Return: Balancing 
Family & Football During Euro 2024
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NEW DELHI: This Saturday af-
ternoon in Barbados, no Indian 
fan would want Rohit Sharma 
to drag his jaded body towards 
the dug-out trying to hide a tear 
welling up at the corner of his 
eye.

No Indian fan would want to 
revisit Virat Kohli’s blank stare 
towards the podium where the 
coveted ODI World Cup trophy 
rested exactly seven months 
and 10 days back.

What they would surely want 
is to see the two greats do a 
memorable tango in probably 
their ‘last dance’ in the game’s 
shortest format, at least in In-
dian colours.

To prepare for any global tro-
phy, the core needs to be final-
ised two years in advance and 
in 2026, a 39-year-old Rohit or a 
nearly 38-year-old Kohli or even 
Jadeja are unlikely to fit in.

At this point, with the focus 
firmly on the final, no one wants 

to use the sensitive ‘R’ word as 
far as T20Is are concerned but it 
is believed that if India can beat 
South Africa in Barbados on Sat-
urday, both skipper Rohit and 
Kohli would know that in this 
format, they have nothing more 
left to achieve.

For Kohli, it will be the com-
pletion of a cycle with all three 
ICC white-ball trophies (2011 
ODI World Cup, 2013 Champi-
ons Trophy) in his cabinet.

Kohli and Rohit, the two gen-
erational talents with 8,334 T20I 
runs, six centuries, 69 fifties and 
119 catches between them are 
the last bridge between the old 
and new and they both deserve 
to be in the same frame with 
that trophy in hand.

Thankfully for Rohit and 
Kohli, there is nothing more to 
prove.

If Saturday indeed is their 
‘last dance’ in T20Is, the void 
will be difficult to fill not just 
in terms of quality but also, and 
perhaps more so, emotionally.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A stickler when 
it comes to keeping time, Ra-
hul Dravid was once unusual-
ly late to a reading session at 
a bookstore in Bengaluru. But 
Dravid settled in the back row 
with other invitees for the 
entire duration of the event 
without any fuss.

He politely declined the or-
ganisers’ request to move up 
the row. Dravid never really 
wished for the front seat or 
the glare of the world. It’s just 
not his zone.

But on Saturday, irrespec-
tive of the outcome, the India 
head coach will have to stand 
in full view of the cricketing 
world when his side takes on 
South Africa in the T20 World 
Cup final at Bridgetown in 
Barbados.

The 51-year-old has already 
got a prelude to it as the host 
broadcasters are running a 
#DoItForDravid trend on so-
cial media.

But it is as un-Rahul Drav-
id as anything one can ever 
think of.

For Dravid, winning the 
World Cup is not a personal 
glory moment but he would 
certainly broaden it out to 
the team effort and to Rohit 
Sharma’s inspired leadership.

The man himself made it 
clear, and the words reflected 
his sagacity.

“I just want to play good 
cricket and yeah, doing it for 
someone is totally against 
who I am as a person and 
what I believe in. So, I don’t 
want to talk about it and dis-
cuss it,” Dravid said.

He was emphatic while 

slipping in a reminder about 
the ethos which he followed 
so diligently over the years.

“I don’t really believe in this 
‘Do it for somebody’. I love 
that quote about somebody 
asking somebody else, ‘Why 
do you want to climb Mount 
Everest?’ and he says ‘I want 
to climb Mount Everest be-
cause it’s there’.

“I want to win this World 
Cup because it’s there. It’s not 
for anyone, it’s not for any-
body, it’s just there to win,” 
Dravid asserted.

Bookmark these sentences 
as a study material for en-
dearing simplicity and self-
lessness.

If one needs further valida-
tion, there was this one in-
stance well over a decade ago.

Dravid was in blazing form 
during India’s tour to England 
in 2011, emerging as their 
leading run-scorer even as 
the visitors sank without a 
trace in the Tests.

The retirement question 
was hanging directly over his 
head but the Bengaluru man 
scoffed at it, saying his focus 

was on the year-end trip to 
Australia, a country where he 
made a truckload of runs.

But Dravid was quick to 
ward off any personal moti-
vation behind his desire to 
travel to Australia.

“We need a series win 
in Australia. Personally, I 
thought I owe it to the team,” 
he would say then.

That is his zone.
Virender Sehwag, Sachin 

Tendulkar and VVS Laxman 
could immerse in their in-
candescent shot-making in 
the comfort that Dravid was 
there to absorb the blows 
and pressure.

Twelve years down the line, 
Dravid is in a similar situation 
and he is not complaining.

If India lift the World Cup 
at the Kensington Oval, a lot 
of credit will go to Rohit and 
his wards, and if they don’t, 
bricks will be flying in the di-
rection of Dravid as well.

Mobbed by jubilant team 
members and fans or a lonely 
walk back, Dravid, rest as-
sured, will treat both with 
equanimity. 

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Department of 
Youth Services & Sports Anantnag 
on Friday concluded a journey of 
four days in completing the Subroto 
Mukherjee Cup for Boys at HSS Dai-
lgam Sports Ground.

In an exhilarating display of 
football talent and sportsmanship, 
Radiant Public School clinched the 
title in the Under-14 age category 
by defeating HS Mir Danter with a 
narrow yet decisive 2-1 victory. The 
match was a nail-biting encounter, 

showcasing the exceptional skills 
and teamwork of both teams.

In the U/17 age category, HSS Dail-
gam emerged victorious with an im-
pressive 3-0 win over DPS Anantnag. 
The HSS Dailgam team dominated 
the match, exhibiting superior coor-
dination and tactical prowess.

The event was graced by the pres-
ence of Principal Rukhsana Parveen, 
who was the Chief Guest. Principal 
Akhter praised the efforts of all the 
participants and emphasized the 
importance of sports in the holistic 
development of students.

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: The Youth Services 
and Sports Department Baramulla 
held several inter-school zonal level 
competitions. These events, de-
signed for under-14 and under-17 
boys and girls, encompass various 
disciplines, including volleyball, 
kho-kho, kabaddi and football.

The competitions were held 
across several zones in the district, 
including Wagoora, Sopore, Baram-
ulla, Singpora Pattan, Dangiwacha, 
Fatehgarh, Tangmarg, Chandoosa 
and Nehalpora, under the supervi-
sion of District Youth Services and 
Sports Officer (DYSSO) Baramulla.

These events saw enthusiastic 
participation from hundreds of stu-
dents representing various higher 
secondary and high schools within 
the district.

In addition to the competitions, 
coaching camps were organized for 
selected boys and girls to prepare 
them for upcoming inter-zonal 
district-level competitions. These 
camps are aimed at enhancing the 
skills and performance of the young 
athletes, ensuring they are well-
prepared for future challenges.

Reuters

L
amine Yamal may 
have helped Spain 
cruise into the knock-

out stages of Euro 2024 
but the 16-year-old has not 
neglected his schoolwork, 
with the Barcelona winger 
announcing that he had 
passed his secondary edu-
cation exams. Yamal, who 
broke into the Barcelona 
and Spain starting lineups 
this season, became the 
youngest player to appear 
at a European Champion-
ship when Spain beat Cro-
atia in their group opener 
earlier this month.

The teenager has clearly 
been putting in the hard 
work both on and off the 
pitch. "I passed the exams 
and I have the ESO title 
now," Yamal told Spanish 
radio station Onda Cero.

"The last grades I've 
seen? If I'm honest, I saw 
them on my phone and it 

said I had passed so I just 
closed the app, called my 
mum and told her." Spain 
are one of the favourites 
after becoming the only 
team to win all three of 
their games in the group 
stage, where they beat de-
fending champions Italy 

and Croatia.
They play Georgia in the 

last 16 and may face hosts 
Germany in the quarter-
finals. "Everything we've 
done in the group stage will 
be worthless if they knock 
us out on Sunday. We've al-
ready played against them 

(in the qualifiers), but we 
know it won't be the same 
game," Yamal added.

As Spain seek a record 
fourth Euros title, Yamal 
will hope they can go all 
the way with his 17th 
birthday falling on the eve 
of the final.

Associated Press

E
ngland forward Phil 
Foden is back with 
the team after taking 

urgent leave to be with his 
family during Euro 2024.

Foden left England’s 
camp in Germany on 
Wednesday for what the 
team called a “pressing 
family matter,” reportedly 
the birth of his third child.

England alluded to that 
with a welcome back post 
Friday that included an 
emoji of a baby.

“Congratulations and 
welcome back,” the team 
posted on X, formerly 
Twitter, alongside a video 
showing Foden walking to-
ward a training field with 
teammate Jarrod Bowen.

The Premier League’s 
player of the season started 
all three of the games in the 
group stage of the Euros 
and was expected to be in 
the starting lineup for the 

round of 16 game against 
Slovakia in Gelsenkirchen 
on Sunday.

Having emerged through 
the club’s youth ranks, the 
24-year-old has racked up 

270 senior appearances for 
Pep Guardiola’s side in all 
competitions.

In his previous season 
with City, the midfielder 
ended up being named the 
Premier League Player of 
the Season after scoring 19 
goals and delivering eight 
assists in 35 appearances, 
ultimately helping his side 
with their sixth league tro-
phy in seven years.

When asked to sum up 
Foden, Aston Villa striker 
Ollie Watkins used the 
word “silky” to describe 
the midfielder. Declan Rice 
said earlier this month 
that the midfielder is the 
definition of “elegance” on 
the pitch.

Having started all three 
group games for the Three 
Lions, the midfielder has 
the joint-second-highest 
total of shot-creating ac-
tions (7) and carries into 
the final third of the pitch 
(6) in the England squad.
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J&K Police A
inflict some harm, they cannot de-

feat the police forces and their resolve. 
“Rest assured, we will defeat them. It 
is our resolve,” Swain said.

He also said the police are well-
equipped with advanced weapon-
ry, including arms from Israel and 
Germany. “We have no weaknesses as 
far as arms are concerned,” the DGP 
said.

JKP To Arm Up
encounter that saw killing of two 

foreign terrorists, the DGP Swain said 
that police were procuring weapons 
from Israel and Germany to boost its 
weaponry.  “We will be having the lat-
est weapon system to counter our en-
emy,” he said, in response to a query 
that slain terrorists in Doda encounter 
were having United States (US) made 
M-4 carbines with them.

The DGP with the new procurement 
of arms from Israel and Germany will 
give a boost to the police forces’ weap-
onry and also help tackle the enemy 
in a much better way. “Terrorists can 
give us a leg cut but can’t defeat us,” 
he said.

It may be recalled that between June 
9 and 12, four terrorism-related inci-
dents in the Reasi, Doda and Kathua 
districts of hilly Jammu claimed the 
lives of ten people, including seven 
pilgrims returning from the Shiv Khori 
temple and a Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) jawan and left many 
others injured. DGP Swain recently 
stated that police were ready to take 
on foreign terrorists in Jammu and 
will not shy from firing the first bul-
let. In recent two encounters at Kathua 
and Doda, five foreign terrorists were 
killed and three US made M-4 carbines 
were recovered from them besides 
other weapons.

The DGP while hailing the cour-
age and valour of Kathua people, 
said that when he served as the SSP 
in the district, elderly people would 
often tell him the tales of how lo-
cals of Kathua supported the army in 
wars against the enemy including the 
1965 war. “Patriotism is deeply filled 
in the hearts of Kathua people. We 
have decided to strengthen the Village 
Defence Guards (VDGs) of Kathua dis-
trict,” he said.

About the regularisation of SPOs, 
DGP Swain said that police top brass 
has unanimously decided to move be-
yond the normal procedure and regu-
larise the SPOs who take terrorists 
head on. “The brave acts of SPOs will 
be recognised and within 24 hours, 
the SPOs will be regularised for their 
brave acts,” he said in his message to 
all 20,000 SPOs serving the J&K police. 
(KNO)

LG Flags Off First
have been made for the yatra and 

this time also the J & K administra-
tion has made all the necessary ar-
rangements, and security has been 
heightened.” He sought support from 
locals in making the Yatra a grand 
success adding that “elaborate secu-
rity arrangements have been put in 
place for the smooth conduct of the 
pilgrimage.”

He also posted on social media 
about the ceremony. The post from 
Office of LG J&K reads, “Flagged off 
first batch of devotees for the pilgrim-
age to the holy cave of Shri Amarnath 
Ji. My best wishes to all the pilgrims 
for a safe, blessed, and spiritually en-
riching journey. May the blessings of 
Baba Amarnath Ji bring peace, happi-
ness & prosperity to everyone’s life”.

Ahead of the Amarnath Yatra, 
thousands of pilgrims have reached 
Jammu. The first batch will travel in 
high security in a convoy and reach 
Pahalgam and Baltal base camp where 
they will start their Amarnath Yatra.

The pilgrims were seen chanting 
“Bham Bham Bholey” and dancing in 
excrement to be part of the first batch 
of Amarnath Yatra. Among the 4603 
pilgrims, 3631 were male, 711 females, 
252 Sadhus and nine children. They 
were travelling a cavalcade of 231 
vehicles.

Meanwhile, the BJP leader Devender 
Singh Rana, who also accompanied LG 
at the ceremony said, “We hope that 
with the grace of Bhole Shankar, this 
year also the yatra will bring happi-
ness and would be a good experience 
for everyone…like every year. People 
will get Jammu and Kashmir resident’s 
love, affection and care. The people 
from all over the nation will receive 
the blessings of Lord Shiva. Whole 
India and Jammu and Kashmir will 
fasten its way of the path of develop-
ment. Like every year, this year also all 

the arrangements have been made.” 
The CCTVs have also been installed on 
National Highways to strengthen the 
security and address the traffic related 
issues.

The 52-day long pilgrimage to the 
cave shrine at a height of about 13,000 
feet in South Kashmir Himalayas will 
begin on June 29. The yatra will con-
tinue till August 19. So Over 4.5 lakh 
pilgrims had paid their obeisance at 
the naturally formed ice—shivlingam 
inside the cave shrine in Kashmir 
Himalayas last year. So far 3.5 lakh 
pilgrims registered for Yatra , while a 
large number is expected due to in-
creased quota of spot registration.

Amarnath Yatra
collective responsibility of the so-

ciety to make every step of this jour-
ney blissful. J-K has glorious heritage 
of harmony, tolerance and brother-
hood. It is the land of almost all re-
ligions known to mankind. These 
values deeply embedded in society 
are expressed in this yatra and every-
one irrespective of religion and caste 
participates in serving the pilgrims,” 
Sinha said.

Speaking to reporters at the SKICC, 
the LG said for the past three-four 
years, a tradition has been established 
in Jammu and Kashmir to hold discus-
sions with religious leaders, elected 
representatives, civil society mem-
bers, and various district officials be-
fore the yatra.

“Today, the first group of pilgrims 
departed from Bhagwati Nagar, 
Jammu, and has reached the Nunwan 
and Baltal camps. Keeping this in 
mind, there was a discussion held in a 
very good atmosphere with civil soci-
ety members, elected representatives, 
religious leaders, and key administra-
tion officials,” he said.

Over the past three to four years, I 
have observed that everyone provides 
support in every possible way and 
maintains the old traditions of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Sinha said.

“I hope that this year’s yatra will 
be better than the previous years,” he 
added.

The first batch of the annual yatra 
with 4,603 pilgrims reached the 
Kashmir valley on Friday amid strin-
gent security arrangements. Local 
Muslims joined senior officials of po-
lice and civil administration at several 
places to welcome the yatris upon 
their arrival in the valley.

The first batch was earlier flagged 
off from the Bhagwati Nagar Jammu 
base camp early morning by Sinha.

Yatris Accorded
The 52-day pilgrimage will begin 

from the twin tracks -- the traditional 
48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam route in 
Anantnag and the 14-km Baltal route 
in Ganderbal -- on Saturday and con-
clude on August 19.

The officials said the pilgrims 
reached the valley through the 
Navyug tunnel in Qazigund area of 
south Kashmir’s Kulgam district in a 
cavalcade of 231 light and heavy ve-
hicles where they were welcomed by 
Kulgam Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Athar Aamir Khan, SSP Kulgam, mem-
bers of civil society, trade fraternity, 
fruit growers, and market associations.

“We welcome all of them. There 
are proper arrangements in place for 
them,” Khan told reporters.

The officials said the pilgrim con-
voys left separately for the base camps 
in Baltal and Pahalgam from where 
they will leave for the 3,880-me-
tre-high holy cave shrine early on 
Saturday.

While pilgrims taking the Pahalgam 
axis were welcomed at Anantnag 
by Deputy Commissioner Syeed 
Fakhrudin Hamid and other officials, 
the yatris on their way to the cave 
shrine via the Baltal axis were wel-
comed at Pantha Chowk in Srinagar by 
Deputy Commissioner Bilal Mohi-ud-
din Bhat and others, including locals.

The convoy was also later welcomed 
in Bandipora where it was given a 
rousing reception, the officials added.

Earlier on Friday morning, amid 
chants of “Bum Bum Bhole” and “Har 
Har Mahadev”, Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
flagged off the first batch from the 
Yatri Niwas base camp at Bhagwati 
Nagar in Jammu.

Sinha wished the pilgrims a safe 
journey.

“May the blessings of Baba 
Amarnath ji bring peace, happiness 
and prosperity to everyone’s life,” he 
said.

Comprehensive arrangements, in-
cluding three-tier security, area domi-
nations, elaborate route deployment 

and checkpoints, have been made to 
ensure a smooth yatra, a senior official 
told PTI.

“Traffic restrictions will be imposed 
on various routes from June 28 to 
August 19, with daily advisories issued 
to minimise inconvenience,” the offi-
cial said.

According to reports, more than 
3.50 lakh people have registered for 
this year’s yatra. As many as 125 com-
munity kitchens (langars) have been 
set up along the two routes to the 
cave shrine and are supported by over 
6,000 volunteers.

Jio, Airtel Hike
on capital,” the telco said.
Airtel’s move comes close on the 

heels of tariff hike announcement by 
Reliance Jio, and market watchers ex-
pect a similar tariff hike move from 
Vodafone Idea soon.

Jio, India’s largest telecom operator, 
announced a 12-27 per cent hike in 
mobile tariffs on Thursday.

That said, a look at the tariff and rate 
hikes announced by the two telcos re-
spectively, indicates that most of the 
Airtel mobile plans will still cost more 
than that of Reliance Jio.

Airtel, in fact, has been strongly 
advocating the need for tariff hike in 
the industry, and has time-and-again 
flagged the ‘absurdly low’ levels of 
rates prevailing in India compared to 
other parts of the world.

Among the unlimited voice plans, 
Airtel has raised tariffs in the ballpark 
range of about 11 per cent, and accord-
ingly rates are revised from Rs 179 to 
Rs 199; from Rs 455 to Rs 509; and 
from Rs 1,799 to Rs 1,999.

In the daily data plan category, the 
Rs 479 plan that comes with a 56-day 
validity and 1.5GB/day, has been in-
creased to Rs 579 (20.8 per cent hike).

The 1GB/day plan with 28-day va-
lidity has been tweaked from Rs 265 
to Rs 299, whereas the 1.5GB/day of-
fering has increased from Rs 299 to Rs 
349.

In the longer 84-day validity plans 
subscribers will have to shell out Rs 
140 more (in absolute terms) depend-
ing on the offering. Here, the 1.5GB/
day offering has been raised from Rs 
719 to Rs 859, while the 2GB/day of-
fering has been raised from Rs 839 to 
Rs 979.

The data add-ons too have become 
dearer -- for 1GB and one day valid-
ity, the rates have been increased from 
Rs 19 to Rs 22; and in case of 2GB, the 
prices will move from Rs 29 to Rs 33. 
The 4GB add-on, with 65-day validity, 
has been hiked from Rs 65 to Rs 77.

The post paid rates will see 10-20 
per cent increase, translating to Rs 50-
200 hike in absolute terms depending 
on number of connections and ben-
efits dished out.

Airtel said that the new prices apply 
to all circles, including Bharti Hexacom 
Ltd circles.

First Poster Of
earlier this year.
According to Variety, a Los Angeles 

based entertainment news magazine, 
British actor Rudi Dharmalingam, 
known for ‘The Lazarus Project’ and 
‘Wakefield,’ takes on the role of Captain 
Kadian, while newcomer Nikhil Singh 
Rai secured the part of the Boy after 
a rigorous two-year search. The film 
also features talents like Nitin Ganatra, 
Vikram Kapadia, and Meera Ganatra.

The executive producers of the film 
are MxW Ventures and CnR Films, and 
its international sales will be han-
dled by Locomotive Entertainment.  
Travis Hodgkins, producer of A New 
Christmas, makes his directorial debut 
with this project.

The project stands as the second col-
laboration this year between produc-
ers Rashaana Shah and Cristy Coors 
Beasley, following their work on the 
sports drama “American Underdog.” 
The film boasts a talented crew includ-
ing cinematographer Johan Holmqvist, 
editor Jamie Kirkpatrick, and compos-
er Wayne Sharpe.

“As war rages in India’s volatile bor-
der region of Kashmir, a young boy is 
recruited by an Indian army officer to 
perform a grim task, to go into the val-
ley where Kashmiri rebels have been 
killed and retrieve their weapons and 
ID cards,” reads the description of the 
film on IMDB.com.

Set along the Line of Control, the 
novel revolves around an unnamed 
Kashmiri boy in his late teens, who 
serves as the protagonist. As the son of 
the village Sarpanch, he witnesses the 
gradual disappearance of his friends, 
who join the militancy one by one, 
leaving the once-thriving community 
devastated.

Amidst the chaos, the boy remains 
one of the few individuals who choose 
to stay behind. However, his life takes 
an unexpected turn when a Captain 
of the Indian Army enlists his help in 
tracking the soldiers’ kills. His grim 
task involves collecting IDs from the 
deceased, fearing, each day, that he 
will discover one of his friends, lying 
amongst the dead. Caught between 
loyalty to his community and the 
complexity of his new role, the young 
protagonist finds himself embroiled in 
a dangerous game.

Waheed’s unflinching portrayal of 
moral dilemmas amid conflict through 
deeply human characters had struck 
a chord with readers worldwide. 
Through its complex characters and 
nuanced exploration of a sensitive pe-
riod, the novel provided an intimate 
glimpse into Kashmir’s realities. The 
novel explores the fragile dynamics 
of trust, the harsh realities of war, and 
the impact of armed conflicts on indi-
viduals and communities.

The Collaborator, was an inter-
national bestseller, a finalist for the 
Guardian First Book Award and the 
Shakti Bhat Prize, and was longlist-
ed for the Desmond Elliott Prize. In 
2011, Waterstones selected it as part 
of its big literary debut promotion, 
‘Waterstones 11’. It was also a book 
of the year for The Telegraph, New 
Statesman, Financial Times, Business 
Standard, and Telegraph India, among 
others.

“The book shattered and shred-
ded me emotionally,” Mulberry Films 
Producer Gopi Sait had said in a news-
paper interview in 2013 when the 
novel was acquired for a film by the 
New York-based independent film 
company.

“Before reading ‘The Collaborator’, I 
read many pieces on Kashmir and had 
seen some Indian films on the Kashmir 
issue. But I was quite disappointed that 
in all that melodramatic nonsense the 
rich meaning of a story like this was 
being lost,” Gopi was quoted as saying 
by the Kashmir Reader.

“I re-read ‘The Collaborator’ again 
over a period of month, slowly taking 
in the ideas and larger context of the 
story. I was left speechless with what 
Mirza has achieved and brought to 
life with such honesty and integrity,” 
Gopi said. “I felt that this was impor-
tant on so many levels. Mirza had done 
something extraordinary, something 
so special here with this book that I 
was compelled to ask him if we could 
possibly tackle this book into a feature 
film adaptation of his beloved work.

Gopi had informed back then that 
the film will be shot in English and 
local dialects, but predominantly it 
will be in English since the book is 
also available in English. “We want to 
reach out to as far as the littlest cor-
ner around the earth with this film, so 
English makes more sense.”

Railways To Add
Devi Katra Railway Station every 

Thursday and Monday.
They further said that a new train 

will also start from New Delhi on July 
3, while from Katra this train will 
run on July 4 and will have halts at 
Sonipat, Panipat, Karnal, Kurukshetra 
Junction, Ambala Cantt, Jalandhar 
Cantt, Pathankot Cantt, Jammu Tawi 
and Shaheed Captain Tushar Mahajan 
Udhampur railway station on both 
sides.

“At the same time, the weekly spe-
cial train running between Safdarjung 
and Shaheed Captain Tushar Mahajan 
Udhampur will also make five addi-
tional trips and it will start operating 
from July 1 till July 30.”

Train number 04141 will run from 
Safdarjung Railway Station on every 
Monday whereas train number 04142 
will run from Shaheed Captain Tushar 
Mahajan Udhampur Railway Station 
on every Tuesday, they said.

Moreover, railway authorities ex-
tended the Dome train service be-
tween Banihal and Bdugam in view 
of the Yatra toll September 9, 2024. 
(KNO)

Uproar In 
Parliament

should maintain the dignity of this 
Rajya Sabha…There have been such 
big scams, the NEET exam, the paper 
has been leaked, and lakhs of children 
are worried. So to draw attention to 
the problem of people, we asked for 
a specific discussion. We did not want 
to disturb anyone, we only wanted to 
raise the issues of the students…But 
he did not give it a chance, did not 
even pay attention to it and that is why 
we had to do this.”

The situation escalated further as 
opposition members stormed the well 
of the upper house.

Expressing shock, Dhankar said, 
“Honourable Members, today has be-
come so tainted in the history of the 
Indian Parliament that the Leader of 
the Opposition himself has come to 
the well. This has never happened be-
fore. I am pained, I am shocked. The 
Indian parliamentary tradition will 
deteriorate to such an extent that the 
Leader of the Opposition will come to 
the well, the Deputy Leader will come 
to the well.”

No business was conducted in the 
lower house with the Opposition hold-
ing strong on its demand for a discus-
sion on NEET.

Newly elected MP Kangana Ranaut, 
commenting on the scene, criticized 
the opposition’s conduct and said, 
“You saw their conduct there. Speaker 
too rebuked them…But it seems 
that they (Opposition) are not ready 
to listen to anyone. We are here for 
the first time and we too were flum-
moxed as to what has happened…It 
felt bad to see them not letting anyone 
speak. Forgetting the discussion on 
the Motion of Thanks to President’s 
Address, they were acting arbitrarily…
I don’t think such conduct should be 
acceptable.”

Congress MP Manish Tewari ex-
pressed disappointment that there 
was no discussion in the parliament 
on the NEET issue.

“There are two germane issues. The 
first is NEET where you have lakhs of 
students impacted as a result of the 
paper leak, and the second is those 
criminal laws which are to be imple-
mented from 1st July 2024. So, an 
adjournment motion notice had been 
given on NEET by the INDIA Alliance 
partners. I had specifically given a 
notice concerning the criminal laws, 
that their implementation must be 
stopped. Unfortunately, this was not 
discussed,” Manish Tewari said. (ANI)

Kashmir Grapples
often faces bed shortages, resulting 

in multiple patients sharing a single 
bed

MeT Predicts
few places may experience mod-

erate thunderstorm and lightning as 
well during the period.

Besides, Jammu & Kashmir contin-
ued to witness soaring temperatures 
for the last few days with Srinagar, the 
summer capital of the Union Territory, 
today recording 32.8 degree Celsius.

As per the details, the majority of 
the places recorded above 30 degree 
Celsius temperature today. Qazigund, 
a gateway of Kashmir, recorded 32.1 
degree Celsius while Kupwara also re-
corded 31.7 degree Celsius.

Kokernag in South Kashmir re-
corded 31.9 degree Celsius while 
Pahalgam, a famous tourist destina-
tion and Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort 
recorded 29.4 degree Celsius and 24.0 
degree Celsius respectively.

Although there was a bit respite 
from the heat wave in Jammu ar-
eas, but the temperature continued 
to settle around 40 degree Celsius 
with Jammu City seething at 38.6 
degree Celsius while Banihal, Katra 
and Bhaderwah recorded 30.4 degree 
Celsius, 34.6 degree Celsius and 35.4 
degree Celsius respectively.

Batote in Jammu division recorded a 
maximum temperature of 28.4 degree 
Celsius, the details reveal.

All Airports
passengers is his top priority.
The cab driver was killed and five 

others were injured in the collapse, 
which occurred around 5.30 am 
at Terminal 1 of the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport, which is one 
of the world’s busiest airports. 
Operations were stopped at the termi-
nal for the rest of the day, leading to 
IndiGo and SpiceJet, the only two air-
lines that operate from there, cancel-
ling some flights and moving others to 
Terminals 2 and 3.

“It is an unfortunate accident, espe-
cially in the very early days of me tak-
ing charge of the ministry. As soon as I 
knew that such an incident happened, 
I wanted to rush to the airport. It was 
a little challenging at the time consid-
ering there was heavy rain and there 
was traffic congestion across Delhi, 
but one thing I have to mention is the 
kind of encouragement I got from PM 
Narendra Modi. He called me immedi-
ately and gave me encouragement and 
guidance on how to handle such a cri-
sis,” Mr Naidu, who went to the airport 
soon after the accident, said.

The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 

leader said the injured were rushed 
to hospitals immediately and the min-
istry is ensuring that proper medical 
care is given to them.

“One of the first things we did was to 
evacuate the entire building as a pre-
cautionary measure. All flight opera-
tions from T1 were also stopped and, 
to avoid passenger inconvenience, we 
transferred all the traffic to T2 and T3, 
where additional manpower was pro-
vided,” he said.

War Room
Sharing details of a review meeting 

he had with the Civil Aviation secretary 
and officials of the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and Airports 
Authority of India, among others, the 
minister said a 24X7 war room has 
been set up so that passengers can get 
refunds within seven days or an “alter-
nate choice of travel”. Helpline num-
bers have also been given.

Highlighting the advisory to airlines 
against raising airfares on routes to 
and from Delhi, the minister said the 
focus is also on trying to find out why 
the collapse happened.

IIT Team
When it was pointed out to him that 

a portion of the canopy at the Jabalpur 
airport had also fallen on Thursday, 
Mr Naidu said, “There have been two 
back-to-back incidents and we were 
very concerned. A structural engineer-
ing team from IIT Delhi has also been 
brought in to investigate... A team is 
also being sent to Jabalpur. All of the 
nearly 157 airports in the country will 
see a structural inspection being done. 
I have asked for a report on my table 
within two to five days.”

“When we get the reports, we will 
see what needs to be done, whether 
it is regulation or a policy framework. 
Passenger convenience and safety has 
been my motto right from day one 
of taking charge of the ministry,” he 
assured.

When he was asked about visiting 
the injured in the hospital and thank-
ing the staff members involved in 
the rescue operation, Mr Naidu said 
he had done so because he was con-
cerned and also wanted to express his 
gratitude.

“I wanted to give that sense of con-
fidence that the government is there 
for them and the minister is there for 
them. It’s through these gestures that I 
want to send a message to the people 
of the country that the Civil Aviation 
Ministry is your ministry; we care and 
we are listening to you,” he said.

‘Political Brownie Points’
On the opposition claiming that the 

roof fell in the terminal that was in-
augurated by PM Modi three months 
ago, Mr Naidu stressed that this was 
not the case.

“This is fake news. The collapse hap-
pened in a part of a building that was 
constructed and inaugurated in 2009. 
This is not an excuse, but linking it to 
the inauguration is totally fake news. 
I don’t think this is where people 
should try to score political brownie 
points... I wanted to see political ma-
turity,” he said.

Kashmir-born 
Vikram

and the Prime Minister’s Office. 
He was the Ambassador to China 
from January 2019 to December 2021 
and held ambassadorial positions in 
Spain and Myanmar. Appointed as 
Deputy NSA on January 1, 2022, Misri 
also served as Private Secretary to 
Prime Ministers Inder Kumar Gujral, 
Manmohan Singh, and Narendra Modi.

His experience includes roles in Indian 
Missions across Europe, Africa, Asia, 
and North America. Misri was Under 
Secretary in the Office of the External 
Affairs Minister from November 1996 
to April 1997 and Private Secretary to 
I.K. Gujral from April 1997 to March 
1998. He handled the Pakistan Desk in 
the Ministry of External Affairs as Under 
Secretary/Deputy Secretary from April 
1998 to August 2000.

Misri also served as Director in the 
Office of the External Affairs Minister un-
der Pranab Mukherjee from November 
2006 to September 2008. He was Joint 
Secretary in the PMO from March 2012 
to October 2012 and Private Secretary 
to Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
from October 2012 to May 2014.

Known for his expertise in China, 
Misri held his last ambassadorial post-
ing in Beijing and is considered one of 
the top officials handling China affairs 
in the external affairs ministry.

Experts believe Misri is well-suited 
for the role of foreign secretary due 
to his deep understanding of China, 
which remains India’s primary foreign 
policy challenge.

'Use of Enemy Agents Ordinance Against Locals'

Invoking Draconian Laws Breaches Justice: Mehbooba
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Centre's quest to ad-
dress security concerns in Jammu 
and Kashmir should not come 
at the cost of "trampling consti-
tutional rights and eroding" the 
very rule of law, PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti said on Friday.

Her remarks came after Jammu 
and Kashmir Director General of 

Police RR Swain on Sunday said 
that locals, who are found sup-
porting foreign terrorists will 
be dealt with under the Enemy 
Agents Ordinance, which is 
much harsher than the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act.

"Jammu Kashmir police's re-
cent decision of invoking the 
draconian Enemy Ordinance 
Act from the Maharaja's era 

against its own citizens on mere 
suspicion of abetting & aiding 
militants isnt only deeply con-
cerning but a major breach of 
justice," the former chief minis-
ter of the erstwhile state of J-K, 
said in a post on X.

She said these archaic laws 
"violate" human rights and the 
punishments accompanying it 
are "grossly incompatible with 

principles and values of justice 
enshrined in the Constitution".

"GOIs (Government of India's) 
quest to address security concerns 
shouldn't come at the cost of tram-
pling constitutional rights & erod-
ing the very rule of law," she added.

Mehbooba's daughter and her 
media advisor, Iltija Mufti, said 
such actions suggest that there 
will be little change in the BJP's 

policy regarding Kashmir.
"What does J&K admins re-

cent decision of arresting Mian 
Qayoom, banning JK High Court 
Bar Association elections & @
JmuKmrPolice invoking a dra-
conian law from the erstwhile 
Maharaja's era tell you? That even 
after losing its brute majority there 
will be little change in BJPs policy 
vis - a -vis Kashmir," Iltija said on X.

She was also referring to the 
arrest of former president of the 
Jammu and Kashmir High Court Bar 
Association, Mian Abdul Qayoom, 
for his alleged involvement in the 
murder conspiracy of fellow advo-
cate Babar Qadri in 2020.

Qayoom was arrested on 
Tuesday. On the same day, au-
thorities banned the polls to the 
Jammu and Kashmir High Court 

Bar Association on grounds that it 
is not registered with the compe-
tent authority and on apprehen-
sions of breach of peace.

"This sudden slew of repressive 
actions is also to punish Kashmiris 
for exercising their right to vote 
to wholeheartedly reject Delhi's 
illegal revocation of J&K's special 
status as well as its deeply disliked 
proxy parties," she alleged.
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Iran elections show 
'robust' voter turnout: 
Iranian interim president

Agenceis

Iran's Interim President Moham-
mad Mokhber said on Friday that 
the voter turnout in the presiden-
tial election is "robust", according 
to initial reports from polling sta-
tions.

"My observations from visits 
to different stations confirm that 
there is robust participation in 
the electoral process," he said.

The elections are being held 
due to the tragic death of former 
President Ebrahim Raisi, who 
was killed in a helicopter crash 
that occurred in Iran's East Azer-
baijan Province on May 19.

"People have always recog-
nized the responsibility and have 
demonstrated large participation 
on different occasions, includ-
ing elections," said Mokhber on 
his visit to Lorzadeh Mosque in 
Tehran, attributing the success-
ful turnout to the government's 
preparedness.

Polling stations across Iran 
opened on Friday morning for the 
14th presidential election. The 
voting period began at 8 am local 

time, and the polls are expected 
to close at 6 pm, with the Interior 
Ministry having the option to ex-
tend voting if necessary.

Who are the candidates?

The remaining candidates are 
Saeed Jalili, Mohammad Bagher 
Qalibaf, Mostafa Pour Moham-
madi, and Masoud Pezeshkian.

Earlier, two candidates had 
withdrawn from the race at dif-
ferent times, the latest of which 

was Alireza Zakani, the current 
mayor of Tehran. Zakani called on 
either Qalibaf or Jalili to leave the 
race and secure victory for Iran's 
Revolutionary Front.

The second candidate to with-
draw was Amir-Hossein Ghaziza-
deh Hashemi, who withdrew on 
Wednesday.

Early projections of the elec-
tion results are expected by Sat-
urday morning, while the official 
results will be announced on 
Sunday.

Over 625,000 Gaza children out of school 
for months amid Israel war: Unrwa
Agenceis

The UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees says over 625,000 chil-
dren in Gaza have not attended 
school for more than eight 
months as the Israeli regime 
continues its brutal war on the 
densely-populated territory.

In a social post, the UN agency 
said there were 300,000 UNRWA 
students before the war.

"Play and learning activities 
provided by UNRWA teams are 
critical in preparing children to 
get back to school and restore 
their right to education," the UN 
agency said, posting photos of 
UNRWA staff training Gazan kids.

The regime has been attack-
ing the densely-populated region 
non-stop for nearly nine months 
now, killing at least 15 thousand 
children, in defiance of a UN 
Security Council resolution de-
manding an immediate ceasefire.

The regime has also imposed 
a total blockade on the strip that 
has cut the flow of food, clean 
water, and medicine to the re-
gion.

Israel is accused of genocide at 
the International Court of Justice, 

whose latest ruling ordered the 
regime to halt its offensive in Ra-
fah immediately.

Last Saturday, the Gaza Gov-
ernment’s Media Office said in a 
statement that at least 800,000 
students of various educational 
levels have been deprived of their 
right to education in the region.

It said about 40,000 high 
school students will not be able 
to take this year’s exams, which 
endangers their opportunities 

in local and international higher 
education.

“40,000 high school students 
from various branches will not be 
able to participate in this year’s 
session of the high school exams, 
representing an unprecedented 
violation that threatens their 
future and undermines their 
chances of enrolling in local and 
international universities and 
colleges,” the media office added.

The media office said, “85 per-

cent of educational facilities are 
out of service due to direct and 
deliberate targeting, posing a 
significant challenge to efforts to 
resume the educational process 
after the war ends."

It said plans have been imple-
mented to make up for the aca-
demic year for students to ensure 
that the academic year is not lost 
and that they possess the essen-
tial concepts and skills necessary 
for their continued learning.

A ‘disaster’: Biden’s shaky 
start in debate with 
Trump rattles Democrats

Agenceis

U
S President Joe Biden’s 
supporters had hoped 
Thursday night’s de-

bate would erase worries that 
the 81-year-old was too old 
to serve another term, but his 
hoarse voice and at times ten-
tative performance against Re-
publican rival Donald Trump 
did the opposite.

Biden and Trump, 78, both 
have faced concerns about their 
age and fitness in the run-up to 
the Nov. 5 election, but they have 
weighed more heavily on Biden.

On Thursday, with his voice 
hoarse from a cold, Biden hur-

ried through some of his talk-
ing points on the debate stage, 
stumbled over some answers 
and trailed off during others.

About halfway through the 
debate, a Democratic strategist 
who worked on Biden’s 2020 
campaign called it a “disaster.”

Trump unleashed a barrage 
of criticisms including well-
worn falsehoods like migrants 
carrying out a crime wave and 
that Democrats support infan-
ticide.

Early in the debate, Biden 
paused as he was making a 
point about Medicare and tax 
reform and seemed to lose his 
train of thought.

UAE cuts Friday 
sermons at mosques 
over sizzling heat
Agenceis

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates 
has shortened Friday sermons at 
mosques to protect worshippers 
from severe heat, amid rising sum-
mer temperatures linked to cli-
mate change.

The General Authority of Islamic 
Affairs, in a statement on Thursday, 
ordered preachers to limit Friday 
sermons to 10 minutes from June to 
October, when temperatures cool.

The sermons usually last for 
20 minutes for the main weekly 
prayers on Fridays but can run even 
longer, with large crowds gathering 
outside mosques at midday.

The decision was aimed at en-
suring “the safety of worshippers... 
especially during the summer 
months,” the statement said. It 
coincides with UAE authorities’ ef-
forts to avoid heat strokes and other 
complications as temperatures 
approach 50 degrees Celsius (122 
Fahrenheit) in parts of the country.

From June until September, the 
UAE prohibits work under direct 
sunlight and in open-air areas be-
tween noon and 3:00 p.m. as part of 
a longstanding “midday break” pol-
icy widely adopted across the Gulf.

The desert region, already one 
of the world’s hottest, faces rising 
threats from high temperatures at-


