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2 Terrorists
Killed In Kulgam
Encounter

Agencies

Srinagar:  Two terrorists, in-
cluding a top “commander” of
Lashkar-e-Taiba offshoot TRF
who was involved in several
cases of killing of policemen and
civilians, were eliminated by se-
curity forces in an encounter in
Jammu and Kashmir's Kulgam
district on Tuesday, officials said.

One of the slain terrorists has
been identified as Basit Dar, an
“A” category terrorist who be-
longed to The Resistance Front
(TRF), according to Inspector
General of Police (IGP), Kashmir,
V K Birdhi.

He said security forces got in-
puts about the movement of ter-
rorists in Redwani village follow-
ing which a cordon and search
operation was launched there on
Monday night.

“There was firing from the

other side,” he told reporters in

Kulgam.

Birdhi said the terrorists were
given an opportunity to surren-
der, but they continued their fir-

ing on the security personnel.
“Two terrorists

bodies have | More on P6

have been
killed in this operation and their

Search Ops

Intensified In Jammu

ecurity forces have intensi-
fied the search operations in

the twin-border districts of
Poonch and Rajouri in Jammu re-
gion to track down the terrorists
responsible for attacking an IAF
convoy that claimed the life of a
corporal rank personnel, officials
said on Tuesday. | More on P6

LS POLLS PHASE 3

63.47% Voter Turnout
Recorded Across 11 States, UTs

PM Modi, Amit
Shah Cast Votes

Agencies

New Delhi: The polling in
the third phase of Lok Sabha
elections, which commenced
in the early morning hours
of Tuesday simultaneously
across 93 constituencies,
recorded an approximate
voter turnout of 63.47 per
cent, according to the latest
data issued by the Election
Commission of India. As per
ECI’s latest data, the highest
voter turnout was recorded
in Assam at 76.91 per cent
and Uttar Pradesh recorded
the lowest voter turnout,
which was recorded at 57.34
per cent.

The voter turnout in other
states that voted on Tuesday
in the third phase is: Bihar
-58.02 per cent, Chhattisgarh
-69.17 per cent, Goa -74.59
per cent, Gujarat-57.48 per
cent, Karnataka-69.54 per
cent, Madhya Pradesh -66.05
per cent, Maharashtra -
61.05 per cent and West

Bengal -73.96 per cent, as per
latest ECI data. Polling was
scheduled till 6 pm, but vot-
ers were seen standing in the
queue for longer hours after
the scheduled time at many
polling stations, the ECI said.
The ECI further said that the
third phase of polling was

held smoothly and peace-
fully in all States/UTs which
covered the entire north-
eastern part of the country,
LWE affected and vulner-
able areas in Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh.

The Commission led by CEC

i
e "B
Rajiv Kumar along with ECs
Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu, kept a regu-
lar close watch on each and
every aspect of the poll pro-
cess. Stringent security mea-
sures were in place, creating
a conducive environment for
voters to | More on P6

rime Minister Narendra
PModi on Tuesday cast his

vote for the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections in Gujarat's
Ahmedabad city and praised
the Election Commission for
conducting the polls "almost
violence-free" and in a voter-
friendly manner in the first two
phases. Ahmedabad is part of
the Gandhinagar Lok Sabha
constituency, from where PM
Modi's cabinet colleague and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is seeking his re-election.
On the occasion, | More on P6

Choose
Between ‘Vote
Jihad’ & ‘Ram
Rajya’: PM

..Article 370 Abrogation
Express Discontent

Through Voting: Mehbooba

Agencies

Pulwama: Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) President and
former chief minister of erst-
while Jammu & Kashmir state,
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday
asked people to show their re-
sentment against the abroga-
tion of Article 370 by casting
their ballots.

Addressing workers after a
road show from Awantipora-
Tral, Mehbooba said that nobody
in J&K is happy with whatever
was done in 2019 and this is the
time for people to show their re-
sentment against the move.

She said that this is not an as-
sembly election where you can
promise people about develop-
ment works, but this is a parlia-
ment election and people need
to choose their candidate wisely.

Mehbooba further asked the
people to choose their can-
didate, who can be your true
representative and become
your voice in the parliament
as people fear raising voice in

- v

Kashmir in 2019.

“This election is about send-
ingamessage that the decisions
taken in 2019 and after that are
not acceptable to the people,”
she said, adding that the PDP
has done a lot of developmen-
tal works in Awantipora-Tral
area that includes the IUST,
AIIMS and ADC office in Tral
and the people here have al-
ways supported PDP and she is
hopeful they will continue to
support the party. | More on P6

rime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday asserted India has
reached a turning point in history and people have to decide

in the ongoing Lok Sabha elections if "vote jihad" or "Ram

Rajya" is the way forward for the country. Addressing an election

rally in Madhya Pradesh's Khargone district, Modi hit out at the
opposition Congress, saying its intent is very dangerous and al-
leged it calls for "vote jihad" were directed against him. "India is

at a turning point in history; you have to decide if 'vote jihad" will
work or Ram Rajya," the BJP's star campaigner told the gathering.
Speaking at a poll rally a week ago, Samajwadi Party (SP) leader
Maria Alam, the niece of Congress leader Salman Khurshid, called
for "vote jihad" in favour of Naval Kishore Shakya, the INDIA bloc
candidate from the Farrukhabad Lok Sabha seat of Uttar Pradesh.
The SPis an ally of the Congress and a key | More on P6

Visually Impaired, 100-Yr-Old First To
Cast 'Vote From Home' In Kashmir

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Ali Mohammad
Rather, a visually impaired
person, was the first to vote
for the election to Srinagar
Lok Sabha constituency on
Tuesday under the new home
voting facility.

The facility was started by
the Election Commission for
the 2024 Lok sabha elections
for those who are not able to
visit polling stations to exer-
cise their franchise.

Rather, 75, hailing from the
Dara area of the Hazratbal as-
sembly segment in Srinagar
district became the first per-
son in the Kashmir Valley to
cast his vote through the home
voting facility, an official of
the District Election Office,

Srinagar, said.

"The first home vote has
been cast and sealed in a bal-
lot box at Dara for blind voter
(People with Disability) Ali
Mohd Rather in part 68 of

19-Hazratbal segment," the of-
ficial said.

Voting for the seat will be
held on May 13 in the fourth
round of the seven-phase gen-
eral elections. | More on P6

473 Postal
Ballots For KP
Voters Sent To
RO Srinagar

ith just six days left in formal polling for the Srinagar parlia-
mentary constituency, the authorities today sent 473 postal
ballots of Kashmiri Pandit voters to the Returning Officer (RO)

in Srinagar. These postal ballots belong to Kashmiri Pandits living in dif-
ferent parts of the country and who had already registered as voters to
exercise the franchise through postal ballots. | More on P6

AFTER WET SPELLS,
MERCURY SOARS

Dry, Hot Weather
Till May 10: MeT

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: After frequent wet
spells till last week, Jammu and
Kashmir parts witnessed sudden
rise in the maximum tempera-
ture on Tuesday as most stations
of the Union territory including
the twin capitals have recorded
the hottest day of the season.

The maximum temperature
across the UT has witnessed a
sudden rise today.

Srinagar, the summer capital
of Jammu & Kashmir recorded
the hottest day of season at 29.2
degree Celsius while the winter
capital of the Union territory,
Jammu, has also recorded the
hottest day of the season at 38.5
degree Celsius.

As per the details, all the sta-
tions across Kashmir have re-
corded the hottest day of the
season with Qazigund record-
ing 28.2 degree Celsius while
Kupwara and Kokernag recorded
27.7 degree Celsius and 26.6 de-
gree Celsius respectively.

Pahalgam also recorded the
hottest day of the season at 24.6
degree Celsius. Similar tempera-
ture was recorded in Pahalgam
yesterday also. Gulmarg, a fa-
mous ski-resort, has also record-
ed the hottest day of the season
at 19.0 degree Celsius.

In Jammu division also, several
places have recorded the hottest
day of the season, which include
Banihal, Katra and Bhaderwah.

In Banihal, a maximum temper-
ature of 29.0 degree Celsius was
recorded today while in Katra and
Bhaderwah, the mercury settled
at 35.1 degree Celsius and 30.4 de-
gree Celsius. | More on P6

Mehbooba Opposed
AFSPA Withdrawal: Omar

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: National Conference
leader Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday accused PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti of opposing the
withdrawal of the controversial
AFSPA from Jammu and Kashmir
when he was the chief minister.

"I have not forgotten this
thing. When [ was talking
about the removal of AFSPA
(Armed Forces Special Powers
Act) from here (in 2012-13),
Mehbooba Mufti, who is PDP
president, said Omar Abdullah
is disrespecting the Army."

"She said the talk about the
revocation of AFSPA is belit-
tling the Army. That is where
the opposition to revocation of
AFSPA came from,"” Abdullah
told reporters in north Kashmir
Kupwara district after an elec-
tion meeting.

He was reacting to a state-
ment of Apni Party leader Altaf
Bukhari that time had come
for the armed forces in Jammu
and Kashmir to go back to the
barracks.

"I had tried to send them

back to the barracks in 2012 and
2013. That time the conspiracy
was hatched by the party with
which Bukhari was affiliated at
that time. Today, they are talk-
ing about sending the army
back to barracks. It is good.
Better late than never," he said.

Asked about the crisis in
the National Conference (NC)
in Kargil on giving support to
the INDIA bloc candidates for
Ladakh Lok Sabha seat, Abdullah
said he cannot do anything
which is beyond his control.

"To stand by our commit-
ment to the INDIA bloc, the
National Conference party has
disappeared | More on P6

Naib Tehsildar
Held On
Graft Charges

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on Tuesday said to
have trapped and arrested Naib
Tehsildar Khrew, Pulwama while
a Constable was also held for al-
legedly facilitating the offence.

As per a statement, the spokes-
man said J&K Anti Corruption
Bureau received a complaint
against Naib Tehsildar, Khrew,
District Pulwama alleging there-
in that the said Naib-Tehsildar is
demanding Rs 10,000 from com-
plainant through his clerk namely
Ajaz Ahmad for settlement of dis-
pute of ancestral land at village
Sathpokhran, Khrew Pulwama,

“The complainant approached
the Tehsil Office Khrew sev-
eral times for settlement of the
dispute, but the Naib Tehsildar
didn’'t budge. Moreover the
complainant has been harassed
through Notices by the said Naib
Tehsildar,” the statement said.

“The complainant approached
ACB for taking | More on P6

HC Rules Against One-shot For
Reservation Under Sports Quota

Says Every Sports Person With Mere Representation At
National Or Int’| Level Not Entitled To Reservation

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of
J&K and Ladakh diMdieesdas
held that every sportsperson
with mere representation at a
National or International level
is not entitled to reservation
under the J&K Sports Policy,
regardless of his perfor-
mance, position, proficiency
or talent.

Dismissing a petition, a
bench of Justice Rajesh Sekhri
observed that the legislative
intent of the rule-making
authority is evident from the
use of words “Outstanding”
and “Proficiency” in the J&K
Certification of Outstanding
Proficiency in Sports Rules,
2008. The rules specify that
reservation is available only
to the sportspersons, who
have not only achieved an
outstanding performance

but are proficient or have ex-
celled in a particular sports
or achieved or secured one
of the first three positions or
participated twice or more
in the same discipline in the

National championship to
their credit.

“The ‘Sports Quota’
also known as ‘Sports

Representation’ is a policy
devised by the Government
and used by the educational
institutions to reserve a par-
ticular percentage of seats
or positions for individuals,
who have achieved excel-
lence in sports,” the court

said underlining that J&K
Sports policy aims to pro-
mote  “Outstanding” and
“Proficient”  sportspersons
by providing them with op-

portunities for education,
employment and/or other
benefits.

“Petitioner, in the present
case, with a single represen-
tation in Ball Badminton at
the National level has been
rightly declared ineligible by
respondent-Sports  Council
and denied admission by
respondent-University (IUST)
as he fails to meet the criteria
laid down in the J&K Sports
Policy and Rules of 2008
read with Amended rules of
2008,” the court said as it re-
jected a petition filed by one
S. Sahil, challenging his ex-
clusion for admission to Ph.D
Programme (Full Time), is-
sued by the | More on P6

Public Fi

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: It is imperative
for celebrities and public
figures to act responsibly
while endorsing a consumer
product as advertisers and
endorsers are equally respon-
sible for issuing misleading
advertisements,  the
Supreme Court said
on Tuesday.

Clamping down
on misleading
advertisements,
the apex court di-
rected that before
an advertisement is
permitted to be issued,
a self-declaration be ob-
tained from the advertisers on
the line of the Cable Television
Networks Rules, 1994.

Rule 7 of the 1994 rules
deals with advertisement
code and stipulates that ad-
vertisements carried in the
cable service shall be de-
signed to be in conformity
with the laws and should not

gures Liable For
Misleading Ads: SC

offend morality, decency and
religious susceptibilities of the
subscribers.

"We are of the opinion
that advertisers, advertising
agencies and endorsers are
equally responsible for issu-
ing false and misleading ad-

vertisements," a bench of
Justices Hima Kohli
and  Ahsanuddin
-\  Amanullah said.
"Endorsements
by celebrities,
influencers and
public figures go
along way in pro-
moting products
and it is imperative
for them to act with
responsibility while endors-
ing any product in the course
of advertisement and taking
responsibility for the same...,"
the bench observed.

The top court said the min-
istries concerned need to set
up a specific procedure which
will encourage consumers to
lodge complaints | More on P6

DELHI EXCISE SCAM

Kejriwal Fails To
Get Immediate
Relief From SC

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal failed to get any
relief from the Supreme Court on
Tuesday, with a two-judge bench
rising without pronouncing an
order on granting him interim
bail to enable him to campaign
in the Lok Sabha elections.

Kejriwal has been accused of
money laundering in a case linked
to the alleged Delhi excise scam.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta,
which reserved its order on grant
of interim bail earlier during
the day and said it will be pro-
nounced at 2 p.m., rose without
delivering its verdict.

The bench reserved its deci-
sion after hearing the arguments
put forth by senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi and Additional
Solicitor General S V Raju, who
appeared for Kejriwal and the
Enforcement | More on P6
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New All-In-One Vaccine May Prove
Effective Against All Coronaviruses

Press Trust Of India

are currently circulating in bats

and have potential to jump to hu-
mans and cause a pandemic.

Our focus is to create a vaccine
that will protect us against the
next coronavirus pandemic, and
have it ready before the pandemic
has even started, said Rory Hills, a
graduate researcher in the Univer-
sity of Cambridge's Department of
Pharmacology and first author of
the report.

For example, the new vaccine
does not include the SARS-CoV-1
coronavirus, which caused the

A team of scientists from the
world's leading universities have
developed a new all-in-one vac-
cine that they hope can protect
humans against a broad range of
coronaviruses, including ones that
are yet to emerge.

The research published in Na-
ture Nanotechnology' on Monday
is based on a new approach to vac-
cine development called proac-
tive vaccinology, where scientists
build a vaccine before the disease-

causing pathogen even emerges,
which has shown promising re-

sults in mice.

The study by the Universi-
ties of Oxford and Cambridge in
the UK and Caltech in the US says
the vaccine works by training the
body's immune system to recog-
nise specific regions of eight dif-
including
SARS-CoV-2 which caused the CO-
VID-19 outbreak, and several that

ferent coronaviruses,

that virus.

provides

related coronaviruses.

2003 SARS outbreak, yet it still i
induces an immune response to B
ing the immune system to attack
these regions, it gives protection
against other coronaviruses not
represented in the vaccine, in-
cluding ones that haven't even
been identified yet.

We don't have to wait for
new coronaviruses to emerge.
We know enough about corona-
viruses, and different immune

We've created a vaccine that
protection against a
broad range of different corona-
viruses including ones we don't
even know about yet, said Hills.
Key to its effectiveness is that
the specific virus regions the vac-
cine targets also appear in many

By train-

effective COVID vaccine during
the last pandemic, but the world
still had a massive crisis with a
huge number of deaths. We need
to work out how we can do even
better than that in the future, and
a powerful component of that is
starting to build the vaccines in
advance, he said.

The new Quartet Nanocage'
vaccine is based on a structure
called a nanoparticle a ball of
proteins held together by incred-
ibly strong interactions. Chains
of different viral antigens are
attached to this nanoparticle us-
ing a novel "protein superglue".
Multiple antigens are included
in these chains, which trains the
immune system to target specific
regions shared across a broad
range of coronaviruses.

The latest study demonstrat-
ed that the new vaccine raises a
broad immune response, even in
mice that were pre-immunised
with SARS-CoV-2.

responses to them, that we can
get going with building protec-
tive vaccines against unknown
coronaviruses now, said Profes-
sor Mark Howarth in the Univer-
sity of Cambridge's Department
of Pharmacology, senior author
of the report.

Scientists did a great job in
quickly producing an extremely

Genetic Defects Causes Cerebral
Palsy In Children: Study

Press Trust Of India

Genetic defects underlie
about a fourth of Chinese
children affected by cere-
bral palsy, and not a lack of
oxygen at birth as previous-
ly thought, new research
has found.

Cerebral palsy is a dis-
order affecting one's abil-
ity to move. It is the most
common motor disability
in children, with symptoms
emerging in infancy and
early childhood.

The disability is some-
times also associated with

autism and intellectual de-
ficiencies.

Birth asphyxia, or re-
ceiving insufficient oxygen
at the time of being born,
can cause physical harm, es-
pecially to the brain, and is
considered one of the main
causes of cerebral palsy.

The world's largest
study of cerebral palsy ge-
netics, involving more than
1,500 affected Chinese chil-
dren, found that mutations
were significantly higher in
a fourth of these children
receiving insufficient oxy-
gen at birth.

Researchers said this
indicated that birth as-
phyxia could be second-
ary to the underlying ge-
netic defects.

The results, published
in the journal Nature Medi-
cine, are consistent with

smaller studies globally,
they said.
According to human

geneticist Josef Gecz from
the University of Adelaide,
who co-led the Australian
team, 24.5 per cent of Chi-
nese children in the study
had rare genetic variations
linked to cerebral palsy.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost RC of my vehicle bearing regd no jk01AJ-6387 while travelling from Lalchowk to Rain-
awari. Now | have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard
he/she may file his/her objection in the office of RTO Srinagar within a period of seven days from
the date of publication of this notice after that no objection shall be entertained.

Mohd AMIN BABA
S/0 Gh Nabi Baba ir

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Tilgam

Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject: Application of Mohammad Irfan Wani, Mohammad Faizan And Mohammad Adil Wani
Ss/o0 Gh Mohd Wani R/o Malikpora Tehsil Pattan regarding obtaining RBA Certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed through this notice that the applicant file is currently under
process in the office of undersigned regarding obtaining RBA certificate. In this matter report of
patwari halga wanigam bala records that the applicant is a permanent resident of said village
and is residing here from more than 15 years and has not migrated from the said village the annual
family income of the applicant from all sources is Rs 611976/-. Family details of the applicant are
give beow.

S.No Name of family Member Parentage Age Occupation

I Gh Mohd Wani Khazir Mohd Wani 165 Retired Employee
. Hanifa Begum \W/0 Gh Mohd Wanil50 H/W

3 Mohammad IrfanWani  |S/0 Gh Mohd Wani 30 Student

4 Mohd Adil Wani -- 27 --

5 Mohd Faizan Wani - 19 --

In this connection If any person(s) has any objection(s) he/she can visit the undersigned’s office
within 07 days from the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection will be consid-
ered.

fko Naib Tehsildar

J&K SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONLTD
(A J&K GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING)

O/0 DIVISIONAL MANAGER, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ZAINAKOTE

Mail Id:dmestatessicopzkt@gmail.com

NO: SICOP/DM/I.E-Zkt/24-25/ 279 Dated:- 07/05/2024
Notice inviting Objections from Financial Institution/Banks/General Public

Whereas, the land measuring 02 kanals were allotted to M/s Emm Lal Rolling Mills vide allotment
number: SICOP/PEK/02-03/160-62 dated:-31/07/2002.

Whereas, lease deed was executed with the unit on 6th November 2003 duly registered in the court
of law.

Whereas, M/s EMM LaL Rolling Mills is formally registered with DIC vide No:01/03/06648/PMT/SSI
dated:08/09/2004 with the location of unit outside industrial Estate.

Whereas, M/s Emm Lai Rolling Mills established another unit in its premises at Industrial Estate Za-
kura namely M/s valley metal for carrying copper sheets etc for which lease deed was executed on
28th November 2006 duly registered in the court of law which is also formally registered with DIC
under No:01/03/08064/PMT/MSME dated:25/03/2010 for the activity of manufacture of copper
circles/sheets and aluminum circles and manufacture of Aluminum Utensils out scrap/ingots. How-
ever, No supplementary lease deed was executed with M/s Emm Lal Rolling Mills for the remaining
area of 01.50 kanals.

Now the proprietor of M/s Emm Lai Rolling Mills has approached General Manager DIC for change of
location of unit from outside industrial estate to industrial estate Zakura in the Formal Registration
of the unit SICOP. General Manager DIC has sought NOC from SICOP for change of location and also
requested execution of supplementary lease deed with the unit.

Before execution of supplementary lease deed and issuance of NOC in favour of M/s Emm Lai Roll-
ing Mills objections if any, are invited from Financial Institutions/Banks/General Public regarding to
above. Objections should reach the Office of the undersigned within the period of 7 days from the
date of publication of this Notice.

DIPK-NB-135/24
dated: 07-05-2024

Divisional Manager (Estates)
SICOP, I.E Zainakote

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

PHE JAL SHAKTI SPL. (PHE) DIVISION KULGAM

TELE:019312, E-Mail:xenphekgm@gmail.com
E-mail:xenphekgm@gmail.com. Phone/Fax:01931295109

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS FOR
ENIT NO. 01/PHEK/2024-25 ISSUED UNDER NO:PHEK/631-36
dated 06/05/2024

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Of Union Territory Of J&K, e-tenders (In Single cover system)
are invited on itemrate basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State
Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

PUBLIC NOTICE

| want to change the name on electricity bill bearing consumer
IDNo: 0202050020587 From Irshad Ahmad Bhat To Shabeena
W/0 Mohamma Igbal Wani Habbib colony baghat barzulla. If
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the concerned office within a period of seven
days from the date of publication of this notice. After that no
objection shall be entertained.

Shabeena

W/0 Mohamma Igbal Wani

Habbib Colony Baghat Barzulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
| want to change the name on electricity bill bearing consumer
ID No: 0202050018990 From Mir Sharig Mustaq to Farooq
Ahmad Ashai. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/her objection in the concerned office within
a period of seven days from the date of publication of this
notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Farooq Ahmad Ashai
S/0 Noor Udin Ashai
Baghat Barzulla

NOTICE

I have purchased fr bike being
Registration No:- JK01J4190,
colour grey black CT-100 Bajaj
from Rouf Jeelani Bhat S/o
Mukhmoor Rouf R/o Grid Station
Ellahi Bagh Srinagar-190020 on
dated 5 May 2024. 1 will be
responsible for the ownership of
above mentioned vehicle from
the date of its publication.

Mohd Yaseen Dar

Ghulam Ahmad Dar
Ellahi Bagh Grid Station

Media Line

S. Name of work Advt. Earnest |Classof [Time for|Cost of MH of Ac-
No Cost(Rs. Money [Contract [Compl. {tender count
inlacs) Document

1  [Carriage ,handling charges of [15.00 30000. BEE/CEE/ - 500 NRDWP/
pipe material, Store items and 00 DEE B2V3/
providing of various key items MNP/
for financial year 2024-25(un- DistSector/
der NRDWP,B2V,MNP, Distt. NABARD/
Sector, NABARD,M and R, JJM) M&R/JIM
for JSD KULGAM

1. The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-

tions, Drawings ( if any), Billof quantities (BOQ), set of terms and conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/downloaded from the website: WWW.jktenders.gov.in As per the Schedule of
dates given below:

I Publishing date of NIT 07/05/2024
Download start date 07/05/2024
] Bid submission start date 07/05/2024
| Bid submission end date 14/05/2024
i\ Bid opening date 15/05/2024
1 Bids must be accompanied by with cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury

(fhallan shown against the each item advertised and credited to MH0215-PHE GovernmentAccount
asper the devised format enclosed.

2. The bids shall be opened in the office of Executive Engineer Special PHE Division Kulgam
on the above mentioned date in presence of the bidders who may wish to be present.
3. Bidders shall ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents like:

i Registration card duly renewed for the year 2024-25

ii. Treasury Challan (TR)

iii. Earnest money in the form of CDRFDR pledged to Ex Engineer
iv. PAN/GST with latest GST return

V. Bidders Address format with full particulars.

vi. LatestITR

6. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to anyreason.

1. The tenders shall remain valid for 90 days.

2. As soon as the contract is fixed with the successful bidder, he/she has to drawnnecessary
agreement with the department.However, non-drawl of agreement will not prevent the contract
from being enforced upon him.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
DIPK-397/24 PHE JAL SHAKTI SPL. (PHE)
dated: 07-05-2024 DIVISION KULGAM

Subject. Grant of registration of the proposed Travel unit
under the name , M/s Travel Temptation " situated at 3rd
Floor, Rather Complex , Munwarabad Srinagar J&K 190001

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas | Mr./Ms Shahid Salam Khan S/o Abdul Salam Khan
R/0 Firdous Colony Bemina Srinagar, Kashmir intends to apply
in the Department of tourism for registration of my proposed
Travel unit under the name and style" M/ s Travel Tempta-
tion "situated at 3rd Floor , Rather Complex , Munwarabad
Srinagar J&K 190001 Srinagar Kashmir under Tourist Trade
Act1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas,| will submit state subject/Domicile certificate, Quali-
fication Certificate,Pan card, Experience certificate (minimum
05 years), Character certificate (Police department). Bank
statement (minimum balance 1000),site plan, Affidavit,Rent
Deed duly attested sub-registrar, printing Material (Letter
Head/Visiting),Photograph of the unit (indoor and Outdoor)
and Two Passport size photograph to the department of tour-
ism as prescribed checklist prior to registration of my unit as an
Excursion Agency/Adventure tour operation.
Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-
12, before my case is processed for registration by the compe-
tent Authority the matter is hereby notified for information of
general public/financial institutions/Ban/ Organisation, etc
for objection,if any and the same should reach to the deputy di-
rector tourism Registration (e-mail ID:-ddtreg123@ gmail.com)
within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in
leading local newspaper/newspaper of the valley.No objection
beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained

fko

POLICE TRANSPORT WORKSHOP SRINAGAR

Tel 0194-2506547 sspptwssar@ikpolice .qov. in

NOTICE INVITING DASTI QUOTATIONS

Dasti quotations offixed with Rs. 05/- revenue stamp are
invited from Kashmir based authorized / Gout. Approved dealers /
suppliers to carry out the following machine Jobs through
outsourcing for the current financial year 2024-2025:-

S.NO | SERVICE REQUIRED
| o1 Complete Engine Machine Job
02 (F.I) Pump overhauling / Repairing / Calibration / High
pressure Pump repairing
(1% Fuel Injector repairing,.
04 Turbo Charger Repairing
05 Universal Yoke and Teeth Fitting

The quotations should reach in the office of Superintendent of
Police PTWS Srinagor located at PCR Complex Batmaloo Srinagar
within 07 days jrom the date of publishing of this Notice along with
Soliowing documents.

» Autnonzation certificate of dealership.

» Experience criteria, Past performance certificate.

» Affidavit duly attested by 1st. Class Magistrate (from Successful
bidder)

No: PTW3E/2024/1780

DIPK-389/24

Superinterfient of Police,
dated: 07-05-2024

PTWS Srinagar.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is informed to the General public that | have lost my 10th
Class Qualification certificate whose particular are as under:
JKBOSE Reg. No N16440700019 named on RUKAYA MAQBOOL
D/0 MOHAMMAD MAQBOOL THOKER, DOB:04-03-2002 and
result date 09-01-2018 session 2017.Now | have applied for is-
suance of Duplicate Qualification certificate of my 10th class If
anybody is having any objection in this regard he/she may file
his/her objection in JKBOSE Bemina Srinagar within the period
of 7days from the date of publication of this notice after that
no objection shall be entertained.

RUKAYA MAQBOOL kri
S/0 MOHAMMAD MAQBOOL THOKER
R/0 KALANTRA BALA TEHSIL KREERI DISTT : BARAMULLA

University of Kashmir, Srinagar

Notice
The candidate whose particulars are given below has
reported to the University that he /[ she has lost his/her
University Certificate/s and has applied for issuance of
duplicate certificate/s:
NAME: Raheela Farooq
Parentage: Farooq Ahmad Shaikh
Residence: Handwara
Registration No: 11587- HD-2013
Certificate Lost: BG 1st year Marks Card
Roll No: 17703688
Session/ Year: Dec- Jan 2017
Before University will consider issuance of Duplicate
Certificate/s in favour of the candidate, any person
having any objection shall report to the undersigned
within one week from the date of issuance of this notice.
The original certificate/s issued to the candidate be
treated as cancelled
No: F(Duplicate/ KU/

Assistant Controller

sku of Examinations (PG/UG/Prof

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURETHATTHE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING INTHE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVERTHE NEWSPAPERTAKES NO RESPONSIBILITYNORDOES IT
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CS Inaugurates 'SBI E-Corner’
At Civil Secretariat

Observer News Service

Srinagar: J&K Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo Tuesday
inaugurated the State Bank
of India (SBI) developed
e-Corner outside the legis-
lative assembly complex
inside the campus housing
it along with the Civil Secre-
tariat here.

The corner is a smart
space housing the Automat-
ic Teller Machines (ATMSs)
of the bank besides having
the facility to extend dif-
ferent products like credit
cards, opening of bank ac-
counts and others offered
by this largest public sector

digital banking would get
added to this point of contact
in future.

This point of contact des-
ignated as 'SBI e-Corner' is a
compact place where thou-
sands of employees work in
the twin complexes of the
Civil Secretariat and Legis-
lative Assembly besides visi-
tors to these offices there.

On the occasion, the
bank authorities present
gave out that the facilities
made available include an
Automatic Deposit With-
drawal Machine (ADWM),
ATM that would provide
cash deposit and withdraw-
al facility round the clock.

bank in the country.

Dulloo called it a very
welcome step towards pro-
visioning financial ser-
vices under one roof by the
country's largest and most
trusted bank. He anticipated
that many more features of

It was further detailed
that these facilities are syn-
chronized with SBI YONO
features that would enable
users to use both the facilities
of cash deposit/withdrawal
without using the Debit card
at any hour of the day.

Bemina Bypass Flyover To Be
Completed By May End

Observer News Service

Srinagar: One of the three
under-construction flyovers
on the busiest Pantha Chowk-
Parimpora highway in Sri-
nagar is all set to be complet-
ed by May end, said an official
from R&B department.

The work on the three
flyovers which is expected
to ease traffic congestion
on the busy intersections of
Bemina, Sanat Nagar and
Nowgam is going on for the
last few years.

The official told Kash-
mir News Observer the Be-
mina Bypass flyover will be
the first to be completed by
the end of May.

“Despite challenges in-
cluding inclement weather
and logistical hurdles,

progress on the bypass
bridge has been steady,
raising hopes for a timely
inauguration that will al-
leviate congestion and
streamline traffic flow in
the area,” he said.

“If weather remains
favorable, the bridge is to
be completed by May end,
and the earth filling has
been completed. If it rains,
the earth filling has to be
stopped and can be contin-
ued after three days,” said
an official,

He said therains disrupt-
ed work in April and only
three working shifts was car-
ried out as earth filling was
stopped. Subject to favorable
weather, the bridge will be
completed in due course of
time,” he added.
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Teams For ‘Vote From Home’ Facilitation
Of Senior Citizens, PwDs Flagged-Off

About 300 Eligible Voters Exercise Franchise At Their Native Places

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Ahead of Polling for Sri-
nagar Lok Sabha Seat, the District
Election Officer (DEO) Srinagar,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, who is
also the Returning Officer (RO) for
02-Srinagar Parliamentary Con-
stituency today flagged-off Polling
Teams for ‘Vote from Home’ facili-
tation of senior citizens and PwDs
of Srinagar District from the DC
Office Complex, here.

Nodal Officer, SVEEP (J&K),
Athar Hussain Qazi; Deputy Dis-
trict Election Officer, Srinagar,
Mir Imtiyaz ul Aziz; Nodal Officer
SVEEP, A.H Fani and other Senior
Officials of District Administra-
tion and District Election Author-
ity were present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, the
DEO Srinagar briefed that the
Polling teams will facilitate Vote
from Home (VfH) for the eligible
Elderly Voters and Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) in connection
with the upcoming Lok Sabha

Election-2024 in respect of all
Eight (08) Assembly Segments in
02-Srinagar Parliamentary Con-
stituency.

He added that altogether about
292 eligible willing voters of the
District including 202 Senior Citi-
zens who are above 85 years and 90
Persons with Disabilities (PwDs)
will exercise their franchise using
postal ballots at their respective
homes/places.

The DEO further said that
the Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) has taken a historic
initiative which is a major step
towards promoting inclusive
and accessible elections by ex-
tending the Vote from Home fa-
cility to senior citizens above 85
years and PwDs.

He underlined that Home Vot-
ing facility has provided an oppor-
tunity for several senior citizens
and PwDs to exercise their right to
vote through postal ballots in Lok
Sabha Election-2024 minimizing
their difficulties of travelling to
the Polling Stations.

The DEO said that the facility
has helped in promoting equal op-
portunities for all and ensuring
that no one is left behind in the
electoral process.

He further added that Eigh-
teen (18) Polling teams each con-
sisting of one Polling Officer, one
polling official, a Micro-observer,
a videographer and a team of secu-
rity personnel began visiting the
houses of the willing Voters (who
have given consent to the District
Election Office) since today morn-
ing and has been scheduled for
7th, 08th and 9th May, 2024.

He instructed the polling
teams to take utmost care to en-
sure free and fair voting adhering
strictly to the instructions and
guidelines of the Election Com-
mission of India.

Earlier, the DEO held a meet-
ing cum interaction session with
all the eighteen (18) Polling teams
in the Meeting Hall of the DC Of-
fice Complex and flagged-off the
teams for Vote from Home facilita-
tion in Srinagar District.

” Home Voting facility has provided an opportunity for several senior citizens
and PwDs to exercise their right to vote through postal ballots in Lok Sabha
Election-2024 minimizing their difficulties of travelling to the Polling Stations.

Two-Day Workshop On ‘Wetlands

For Life’ Begins At MERC

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Kashmir
University's Media Edu-
cation Research Centre
(MERC) in collaboration
with the Centre for Me-
dia Studies New Delhi
Tuesday organized a two-
day media engagement
program on ‘Wetlands for
LIFE’ for media students
and scholars.

The workshop, accord-
ing to a statement, aims
to equip media academi-
cians with comprehensive
knowledge and practical
skills in wetlands conser-
vation and environmental
journalism. Through a se-
ries of engaging sessions,
expert presentations, and
field visits, participants
explored the ecological
significance of wetlands,
the role of the media in ad-
vocating for their conser-
vation, and effective sto-
rytelling techniques for
environmental reporting.

The inaugural ses-
sion was attended by sev-
eral dignitaries, including
Professor Nilofer Khan,
Vice Chancellor, Univer-

sity of Kashmir; Prof. Sa-
beha Mufti, HOD MERC,
Kunal Bharat, Forestry
and Biodiversity Advisor;
Annu Anand, Director,
CMS, programs; Professor
Aliya Ahmad; Prof. Sye-
da Afshana; Prof. Malik
Zahra; Dr. Afsana Rashid;
Dr. Raashid Magbool, Dr.
Irfan Hashim; Dr. Adil
Bakshi; and faculty of dif-
ferent departments.

“The workshop aims
to hold a diverse range of
sessions, interactive dis-
cussions, and hands-on ac-
tivities led by esteemed ex-
perts and practitioners in
the fields of environmental
conservation and journal-
ism,” reads the statement.

Vice Chancellor,
Professor Nilofer Khan,
talked during her ad-
dress about the Wetlands
of Kashmir and their
significance in terms of
environmental conser-
vation and said that it is
high time to preserve the
wetlands that are facing
degradation threats and
shrinking issues.

“As academics, we
have to start the conser-

vation wetlands cam-
paign on a large scale,
from universities to
schools, to educate the
students about the preser-
vation and conservation
efforts of these wetlands,”
she added.

Commending MERC
and CMS for organiz-
ing this workshop, she
said that such initiatives
should be continued in the
future so that we can edu-
cate the students on how to
save our environment, wa-
ter bodies, and wetlands.

HOD MERC, Profes-
sor Sabeha Mufti, while
welcoming the guests
during the inaugural ses-
sion, stated that the pro-
gram was an opportunity
to promote knowledge
about the environment
and wetlands preserva-
tion in Kashmir.

The wetlands in Kash-
mir, including Wular Lake,
Hokersar Lake, and Khush-
al Sar Lake, have been fac-
ing the church for the last
several years, while the gov-
ernment is doing a tremen-
dous job of preserving and
restoring these wetlands.

NORTHERN RAILWAY V-

E-Tender Notice

Azadl Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

Sr.DEE/G/FZR acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders (www.ireps.gov.in) against below
titted Tenders. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids up to closing date and time only.

Tender App. Cost | Earnest |Completion| Opening Website
No. Name of work (in Rs.) Money period of Particulars
(inRs.) tender
251-Elect-| Provision of New Pre-cooling Battery | 1,68,90,298.73| 2,34,500.00 06 28.05.2024 | www.ireps.gov.in
T-08- | charging points with battery charger & Months after
2024-25 | allied work over Firozpur division. 15.00 Hrs.

No. 251-Elect/T. Notice No. 06-Elect/2024-25 Dated: 07.05.2024
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

1375/24

-

-
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 1800180701

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

£

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

m Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )

Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

* PRAYERS
FAJR 4:02

HIJRI ZUHR  12:27
CALENDAR | AsR 5:18
29 Shawal Magrib  7:22
1445 ISHA 8:54

This Day In History

e Sye Y O o gl gl b |
i ol 51 o8 o gl

HAPPY AND HEALTHY MINDS

S

Sug gyl 9 MR e eyl
RS mpad pad (S Gaple iy

Slide e (olppw (S Sl

Gladda gl Sledd S alwdl
| o S S sl o il

S s (oS ul Sl 0 Slia S zlew
—o b o

iokle 8 £ 92 ) il S Sl 938 ay Jilass wiaal g s s (Al Jad g g0

Gloja € LG Sy gl Cuiluaz o

P i e oldgle aad Wiy ST as S oladly gl Slisle Silg

| (PTSD)- il g g o3 e gild as 2l 25 Dladlg gl g gasd
P Jas S 08 salpulas g pliags il Glals (S 0 liad Sule 590 B0 a0 00 e

CIJJLEHEI.__igiH-#UHQJHCILyh .
S glsia £ S gy o plall SLIN S e 0d

~caduf 5 calal e
ST 8 by i e

r“wS 9 092 S G (S92 JaS i ga- J e GJ‘“}“ Sk 20,8 HPVT ' 3

SRS

..-aﬁ‘
e

1360 - Treaty of Brétigny signed by English &
French, ending the first phase of the Hundred
Years' War

1541 - Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto
discovers the Mississippi River

1741 - France & Bavaria sign Covenant of
Nymphenburg

1846 - 1st major battle of Mexican War fought at
Palo Alto, Texas

1871 - British-US treaty ends Alabama dispute
1895 - China cedes Taiwan to Japan under Treaty
of Shimonoseki

1901 - A British appointed commission estimates
today that some 1,250,000 Indians have died
after a severe drought, lasting since 1899

1902 - Mount Pelée on the French overseas
island of Martinique erupts, wiping out the city of
Saint-Pierre, killing 30,000 and leaving only two
survivors

1905 - Union of Unions organizes In Russia under
the chairmanship of Paul Miliukov and joins liberal
groups demanding parliamentary government
and universal suffrage

1919 - st transatlantic flight take-off by a navy
seaplane

1919 - Edward George Honey first proposes the
idea of a moment of silence to commemorate The
Armistice of World War I, leads to the creation of
Remembrance Day

1925 - French colonial army beats Rifkabylen in
Morocco

1933 - Mohandas Gandhi begins a 21-day fast in
protest against British oppression in India

1945 - Canadian troops move into Amsterdam
1945 - Chinese counter attack at Tsjangte,
supports by 14th air fleet

From KO Archives

Minister Gheroad In
Pulwama Town

Villagers Cry For Bijli, Sadak, Pani

Observer News Service

RINAGAR- Hundreds of people protesting

against the lack of basic facilities in the

Litar area of Pulwama staged a sit-in before

the deputy commissioner's office on Monday
and held the local MLA and minister of state for
works hostage for several hours.

A large number of people from a number of vil-
lages adjacent of the Litar area converged on the Pul-
wama township on Monday morning, and held angry
protests before the deputy commissioner's office.

The demonstrators said that the local hospital
was seriously short of staff, the ration depots were
empty, and there was no sign of electricity for the
past one month while the roads were in an extreme-
ly bad shape. The slogan-shouting crowd spotted the
local MLA and minister of state for R&B, Khalil Mu-
hammad Bandh, in the premises, and instantly gh-
eraoed him, denouncing him in their chants. They
accused him of touring the area after being elected
to the legislature, and showing no interest in the
progress and development of the villages where, ac-
cording to them, thousands of people were deprived
of basic amenities.

When the minister got a chance to speak amid
the barrage of accusations, he cited militancy as the
reason for not having visited his home turf.

The reply infuriated his accusers who reminded
him that every inch of Kashmir was affected by mil-
itancy, and asked whether that meant that develop-
mental work was taking place nowhere.

Facing uncomfortable questions from his elec-
torate for long embarrassing moments, the minis-
ter was finally rescued by the security personnel
present on the scene and his personal guards who
somehow managed to extricate him from the crush
of the people.

(Kashmir Observer, 08 May, 2007)
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Surge In Violence

he attack on the Indian Air Force convoy

in Poonch comes as a grim reminder of the

persistent threat that militancy poses to

the region's security. Despite concerted ef-
forts by security forces, militants continue to find
ways to infiltrate the region and carry out attacks
on security personnel and civilians. The Poonch
attack followed the killing of a Village Defense
Guard in Udhampur.

On Tuesday, security forces Kkilled two mili-
tants including Basit Dar, an active operative of
the Resistance Front (TRF) in Kulgam's Redwani
area. Dar was on the 'most wanted list' of security
agencies with a bounty of Rs 10 lakh on his head

The sudden surge in violence has taken place
despite new data on militancy indicating a drastic
reduction in the number of militants in the union
territory. According to recent figures, 111 active
militants are now operating in the region out of
which just 40 are local youth. This is for the first
time in years that the ratio of active militants in
J&K has changed in favour of the foreigners. While
the decline in the number of local militants will be
regarded as a positive development by the security
agencies, the rise in the influx of foreign militants
is troubling. It once again points out the perennial
challenge of fighting militancy in the Valley: when
the local militancy is reigned in, foreign militants
step in to fill up the shortfall. As a result, the mili-
tancy goes on

The rise of militancy in twin districts of Ra-
jouri and Poonch in Jammu division, and which is
largely led by foreign militants attests to this fact.
More than a decade ago, the twin districts were de-
clared free of militancy by the government. How-
ever, since October 2021, the region has witnessed
a surge in militant attacks. Although an uneasy
calm prevailed in Jammu in 2022, this year the re-
gion has once again become a hotspot for militan-
cy, with around ten security personnel being killed
in two ambushes. The dense forests of the region
have made it difficult for security forces to trace
them. The situation has been made even more
concerning by the fact that the forest area where
the militants are hiding extends to the districts in
South Kashmir, which have been a hotbed of mili-
tancy in recent years.

That said, the militancy may be down but it is not
out. And it is likely to linger on as long as the fresh
recruitment and the infiltration continue to replen-
ish the depleted militant ranks. And to achieve this,
the government needs to also work on a political
outreach in addition to a security approach which
may not deliver results beyond a point.
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Perks of Financial
Freedom
Did you know?

Irshad Mushtaq

inancial freedom is the key to living a fulfilling and
stress-free life. It allows us to have control over our
finances, rather than being controlled by them.
Imagine being able to spend your days doing what
you love, without the worry of how you will pay your bills
or save for the future. This is the power of financial freedom.

At a young age, we are often taught to sell our time in ex-
change for money through jobs or business ventures. While
this is necessary for survival, it is not sustainable in the long
run. Financial freedom is about breaking free from this cy-
cle and earning money passively, through wise investments
and saving habits.

By learning how to spend and invest wisely from an
early age, we can set ourselves up for a financially secure
future. Imagine being able to save just Rs 20,000 a month and
investing it wisely for 20 years . The power of compounding
will work its magic, and you will soon be earning Rs 2 lakh
per month without having to lift a finger after 20 years, reg-
ular income , that's called planning , wise investment.

Financial freedom is about making smart choices with
our money, rather than emotional buying and selling . It is
about having the discipline to save and invest for the long
term, rather than seeking short-term gains through aggres-
sive trading. It is about having the patience to let our money
grow, rather than constantly chasing the next big thing.

In a world where financial education is often lacking, it
is up to us to take control of our financial futures. By start-
ing early and making smart choices with our money, we can
build a solid foundation for financial freedom. The power to
live the life of our dreams lies in our hands - all we have to
do is take the first step towards financial freedom.

Irshad Mushtaq is an entrepreneur, business partner at
Sharekhan, and author. Email irshad@bp.sharekhan.com.

“Greater Srinagar’?

Only On Papers

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

ue to population growth
and urbanisation, Sri-
nagar city is expanding
day by day. The areas
located in Srinagar outskirts in-
cluding the rural areas which are
located on the tail ends of Budgam,
Baramulla , Pulwama or Ganderbal
are getting urbanised. The property
rates in these areas have gone very
high. The land in Rangil, Nagbal
areas of Ganderbal district or Mir-
gund in Baramulla is not less than
Rs 50 lakhs per kanal as on date.
Similarly, the land rates in Kral-
pora, Gopalpora or Wathoora in
Chadoora area of Budgam are also
too high since the last 5 to 10 years.

As per 2035 Srinagar Master
Plan, the total area limits of Greater
Srinagar have been extended from
416 sq. km to 766 sq. km i.e.; 84%
increase from the 2021 Master Plan
limits. The areas include Srinagar
Municipal Corporation, Canton-
ment Board and four municipalities
of Budgam, Ganderbal, Pampore,
Khrew towns- notified as the Local
Area Limits of Srinagar Develop-
ment Authority -SDA. These areas
and small towns and villages located
between 10 to 15 kms from Srinagar
city centre Lal Chowk have been
designated as Srinagar Metropoli-
tan Region or SMR.

In this connection, the J & K
Government passed an act around
6 years back which is known as the
Jammu and Kashmir Metropolitan
Region Development Authorities
Act, 2018. Under this act, two re-
gional authorities are to be set up
which will be known as Srinagar
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority-SMRDA  and Jammu
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority -JMRDA. These authori-
ties have been set up in Srinagar
and Jammu but that is mostly pa-
perwork only.

No full time CEOs ?

There are no full time Chief
Executive Officers-CEOs for both
the metropolitan authorities and
the charge is held by the Com-
missioner Secretary Housing and
Urban Development Department
-HUDD J&K Govt. The Srinagar of-
fice of SMRDA operates from the
office of Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir who is designated as Ad-
ditional CEO. An Executive Engi-
neer posted in Srinagar Municipal
Corporation -SMC has been given
additional charge of SMRA. There is
one Chief Accounts Officer and few
clerical staff. As per the preamble of
Jammu and Kashmir Metropolitan
Region Development Authorities
Act, 2018 this law has been enacted
to provide for the establishment of
Metropolitan Region Development
Authorities, for the Metropolitan
Regions of Jammu and Kashmir for
the purposes of coordinating and
supervising the proper, orderly and
rapid development of the areas in
such Regions and executing plans,
projects and schemes for such devel-
opment, and to provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental
thereto. These authorities are sup-
posed to work for infrastructural
development outside the municipal
limits as per the master plan. The
Infrastructure Development Work
as per this act means development
of infrastructure such as roads, wa-
ter supply systems and water treat-
ment, sewerage systems, sewerage
treatment and disposal, drainage,
electricity transmission and distri-
bution systems, solid waste man-
agement facility, metro railway
systems, piped natural gas, com-
munications or such other urban
infrastructure which connects two
or more sectors, municipal colonies
or villages or which provides for the
infrastructure needs of the region.
The Metropolitan Region Develop-
ment Authority shall be deemed
to be a local authority within the
meaning of the term “Local Author-
ity” as defined in General Clauses
Act 1897.

Composition of the Authority

The Metropolitan Region De-
velopment Authority established
under section (1) of section 3 shall
consist of the Chief Minister,
Minister for Housing and Urban

.. There are many areas in Srinagar outgrowths which
neither come under SMC nor other local bodies and these
areas are included under Srinagar Metropolitan Region Development
Authority. This authority has to execute works in these areas through
different executing agencies but that isn’t happening

Development, Minister for Trans-
port, Members of Parliament in
the Metropolitan Region, Minis-
ter of State for Housing and Urban
Development, Mayor of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation concerned,
Presidents of the Municipal Com-
mittees and Municipal Council
within the Metropolitan Region.
The Chairpersons of the Dis-
trict Planning and Development
Boards in the Metropolitan Re-
gion are also members of this au-
thority along with Four Members
of the Legislative Assembly, rep-
resenting constituencies falling
wholly or partly within the limits
of the Metropolitan Region, to be
nominated by the Government.
The other members include
Chief Secretary, Administrative
Secretary, Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department, Chief Exec-
utive Officer-CEQO, Divisional Com-
missioner and Inspector General
of Police of the respective Region,
Municipal Commissioner of the
Municipal Corporation within the
Capital City along with experts of
eminence, not exceeding six, as the
Government may from time to time
nominate from the field of urban in-
frastructure, public administration,
finance, management, urban forest-
ry, environment, engineering, town
planning, Vice-Chairperson(s)/
Chief Executive Officer(s) of the De-
velopment Authorities and Deputy
Commissioner(s) of the District(s)
falling in the Metropolitan Region.
The Chief Minister of the Union ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir shall
be the Chairperson and the Chief
Executive Officer-CEO shall be the
Member-Secretary of the Authority.

Executive Committee

The J&K Metropolitan Region
Development Authorities Act, 2018
has a provision of constitution of
an an Executive Committee which
consists of the following members,
namely:

(a) Chief Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir;

(b) Administrative Secretaries of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment,

Finance, Planning, Monitoring and
Development, Tourism,

Transport, R&B and PHE and Flood
Control Departments ;

(c) Divisional Commissioner and
the Inspector General of Police
of the respective Region ;

(d) Municipal Commissioner of the
Corporation in Capital City ;

(e) Vice-Chairperson(s)/Chief Exec-
utive Officer(s) of Development
Authority(ies) in the Region ;

(f) Chief Executive Officers of Jammu
& Srinagar Smart Cities Ltd. ;

(g) Chief Executive Officer Econom-
ic Reconstruction Agency ;

(h) Chief Town Planner, Town Plan-
ning Organization of the Region ;

(i) Managing Director J&K Housing
Board ;

(j) Three members who are experts
in the field of urban planning
and infrastructure development,
to be appointed by the Govern-
ment ; and

(k) Financial Advisor/Chief Ac-
counts Officer of the Authority.

The Chief Secretary is the
Chairperson of the Executive Com-
mittee and the Chief Executive Offi-
cer-CEO is the Member-Secretary of
the Executive Committee.

Residents Advisory Council

Under the provisions of this
act, a Residents Advisory Council-
RAC has to be constituted to aid
and advise the Metropolitan Region
Development Authority so as to
discharge its duties smoothly. The
Residents Advisory Council shall
consist of the Chief Executive Offi-
cer, who shall preside over the meet-
ings of the council. This council will
have the following members

(a) Commissioner of the Municipal
Corporation concerned

(b) Deputy Commissioners and Su-
perintendents of Police of the

Districts falling in the Metropolitan
Region

(c) Director Urban Local Bodies of
the respective division

(d) Director Tourism of the respec-
tive division

(e) Chief Engineers of Public Works
Department, Public Health En-
gineering Department, Power
Development Department and
Urban Environment Engineer-
ing Department of the Region

(f) such officers of the Authority, not
exceeding two, as the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer may, from time
to time, nominate and

(g) such persons, not less than six
and not more than ten, being
residents in the Metropolitan
Region, to be nominated from
amongst resident welfare asso-
ciations, civil society, labour,
industry, real estate developers,
commerce and services by the

Authority or the Executive
Committee, in such manner and for
such term, as may be prescribed.
The Residents Advisory Council
is supposed to aid and advise the
Authority on the implementation
of the annual plan of action for in-
frastructure development, mobility
management plan and the plan for
sustainable management of the ur-
ban environment and make appro-
priate such recommendations, as it
may decide.

CEO with Principal Secretary’s Rank
The section 13 of the J&K Met-

ropolitan Region Development
Authorities Act, 2018 says that the
Government shall appoint a Chief
Executive Officer-CEO for the Au-
thority who shall be an officer not
below the rank of PrincipalSecre-
tary to the Government. The Gov-
ernment on a request being made by
the Executive Committee, appoints
one or more Additional/Deputy/
Assistant Chief Executive Officers
who shall be officer(s) not below
the rank of Secretary/Special Sec-
retary/Additional Secretary to the
Government. As of now the charge
of CEO is held by the Commissioner
Secretary to Govt HUDD but the of-
ficer is not of the rank of Principal
Secretary to Government.

Powers and Functions of the Authority

The main objective of this act as
per section 14 is to secure the devel-
opment of the Metropolitan Region
according to the Development Plan
and for that purpose, the functions
of the Authority is as under:

(i) To review any physical, financial
and economic plan any proj-
ect or scheme for development
which may be proposed or may
be in the course of execution or
may be completed in the Metro-
politan Region

(iii) To formulate Schemes for the
development of the Metropolitan
Region or any part thereof and
to execute projects and schemes

(v) To recommend to the Govern-
ment any matter or proposal
requiring action by the Gov-
ernment or any other authori-
ty for the overall development
of the Metropolitan Region
and to participate with any
other authority for inter-re-
gional development

(vii) To finance any project or
scheme for the development of
the Metropolitan Region and
to coordinate execution of the
projects or schemes for the
development of the Metropoli-
tan Region and to supervise
or otherwise ensure adequate
supervision over the planning
and execution of any project or
scheme, the expenses of which,
in whole or in part, are to be
met from the Metropolitan Re-
gion Development Fund.

(x) To prepare schemes and ad-
vise the concerned authorities
in formulating and undertak-
ing schemes for development of
social, economic and industrial
infrastructure in the Metropoli-
tan Region.

Conclusion

There are many areas in Sri-
nagar outgrowths which neither
come under SMC nor other local
bodies and these areas are included
under Srinagar Metropolitan Re-
gion Development Authority. This
authority has to execute works in
these areas through different ex-
ecuting agencies but that isn’t hap-
pening. If the J&K Metropolitan
Region Development Authorities
Act has been enacted in 2018 why
hasn’t this law been made opera-
tional on ground? The areas like
Nagbal , Pandach, Narbal , Gopal-
pora , Kralpora, Balhama, Khrew
and many areas are urbanised but
they lack basic civic amenities.
There is no institution that would
cater to their needs like setting up
drainage systems etc. The Urban
Environment Engineering Depart-
ment -UEED says they can’t work
outside Srinagar city and the Rural
Development Department has no
such facilities available to cater to
such demands. Where shall these
people go to seek help? The dream
of Greater Srinagar cannot be real-
ized unless the Govt doesn’t make
Srinagar Metropolitan Region De-
velopment Authority operational.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an
Acumen Fellow. He is Founder and
Chairman J&K RTI Movement and

Anant Fellow for Climate Action

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of Kashmir Observer LLP | Printed at: K.T Press Pvt. Ltd 120-Electronic Complex, Industrial Estate, Rangreth-Budgam
Published from: 5-Boulevard Srinagar J&K | Editor: Sajjad Haider | RNI Registration No: 69503/98 | Postal Registration No-L/159/K0/SK/2014-16 | Legal Counsel: Tasadug Khwaja
Switchboard: (0194) 2502327 | +911947969705 | Editorial: (0194) 2502327 | Email: editor@kashmirobserver.net




Think

Opinion Analysis Essays

K ASHMIR OBSERVER

Srinagar | Wednesday | 08-05-2024 \

Hallmarks of a Great Teacher

TEACHERS HAVETO
SHUN THE OBSOLETE
NOTION OF BEING
THE SOLE FIGURE

IN THE CLASSROOM
and have to equally
accommodate the
learners as pivotal and
relevant stakeholders
of teaching —learning
transaction. To remain
relevant in the eyes of
modern day learner,
teacher has to move
away from ‘Chalk

and Talk method’

to certainly a more
inclusive approach

Dr. Mushtaq Rather

he teacher has a central role in shap- : 1)

ing the future of the child and the
smooth progression and transition of the |
child towards actualization of his innate :
potential is largely attributed to the ef- !
forts laid down by the teachers .The role
of teacher nowadays is no more confined :
to be the facilitator of transmission of |
black and white information within the :
four walls of the classroom. Infact he has !
a multifaceted role keeping in mind the !
challenges thrown by the 21st century. :
To prepare the modern day learner to ef- !
fectively embrace the challenges of 21st
century, it is the core responsibility of :
the 21st century teacher to create a sort !
of conducive learning atmosphere which
in the long run can materialize the ac-
quisition of 21st skills in modern day !
learner: be it critical thinking, creativity, :
collaboration and communication. It is !
imperative on the part of the teacher to
update and fine polish his pedagogical :
skills to render his students viable and
competitive as per need and demand of .
21st century. !
Essential Ingredients of a good !
teacher: In the current scheme of
global compulsions, a teacher has the
most arduous job to ensure his learn-
ers get grossly engaged in learning ac- :
tivities designed and executed by the !
teacher. In the meaningful classroom
teaching -learning transaction, the :
teacher must have well thought out
strategy to arouse interest and ‘readi-
ness to learn’ among learners. Once the !
learner is motivated to learn , the job |
of the teacher becomes easier to dis- :
seminate the requisite knowledge with !
reasonable expectation of attainment
of desired learning outcomes. What :
goes into the making of an exceptional
teacher ? What are the hallmarks of a :
great teacher? '

2)

The prerequisite ingredients of a good
teacher are:

Learners as co-creators of knowl-
edge: Teachers have to shun the
obsolete notion of being the sole
figure in the classroom and have to
equally accommodate the learners
as pivotal and relevant stakehold-
ers of teaching -learning transac-
tion. To remain relevant in the eyes
of modern day learner, teacher
has to move away from ‘Chalk and
Talk method’ to certainly a more
inclusive approach. Modern day
learners are no more empty ves-
sels to be filled with the content
irrelevant to their lives. NEP 2020
and National Curricular Framework
for school Education 2023 (NCFSE
2023) strongly emphasizes on
shifting from behaviorist model of
teaching learning to constructivist
model of teaching -learning . The
constructivist model of teaching -
learning vociferously advocates for
considering students as co-creat-
ers of new knowledge rather than
mere recipients of black and white
information, where in the role of
the teacher is to ignite the mind
of the learner and create a condu-
cive learning environment: The
learner in the thriving and enabling
environment will construct new
knowledge based on prior knowl-
edge. This will truly catalyze in
finding solution to most daunting
and burning issues both locally and
globally: be it climate change, solid
waste management, drug menace ,
cyber security , financial fraud etc.

Repository of knowledge: The
moment a teacher stops learn-
ing, he eventually ceases to be a
teacher. Professional learning is
not an event, it is a continuous

3)

4)

journey. Educators must engage in
their own learning and then only
they can visualize its replication
among their learners. A modern era
teacher is expected to have in depth
understanding not only in his/her
subject but in other subjects as
well. NEP 2020 strongly denounces
hard separation of subjects and
prioritizes multi-disciplinary ap-
proach. Modern day educator is left
with no choice but to read diverse
literature to evolve himself | herself
as real repository of knowledge.
Great teachers are not born, but
made. The process is long and her-
culean but the outcome is reward-
ing .While grounded in their own
respective disciplines , the teachers
need to be acutely conscious that
knowledge is whole and therefore
, undertake inter - and multidisci-
plinary projects

Experimenters and innovators of
pedagogy: Teachers are supposed
to experiment with their peda-
gogical tools to render teaching
-learning process fun-centric and
desirable learning outcome based.
Teachers need to take risks in the
academic ventures and should not
shy away from trying out different
methodologies to teach a particular
concept .Teacher should not shun
innovation for the fear of failure. A
versatile teacher is the one who is
willing to ‘take the road less trav-
elled by’ despite potential threats
and failures when it comes to de-
signing and executing innovative
teaching - learning strategies .

Case study and research oriented:
Versatile teacher actively engages
learners in real life complex prob-
lems by giving them relevant case

5)

studies and research problems .Case
study is truly a dynamic learning
methodology as it involves ask-
ing students to delve into complex
real -world issues and encourages
them to propose viable solutions.
If executed in its real spirit, case
studies can act as a potent tool for
learning across diverse disciplines.
Case studies act as a crucial link be-
tween theoretical knowledge and
its practical application, fostering
an engaging and stimulating learn-
ing experience. Practising teachers
strive to find answers to classroom
problems through action research
projects needs to overwhelmingly
welcomed.

Mastery over Technological tools
: The hallmark feature of the 21st
century teacher is the in -depth
know how of technological tools
to be employed in classroom set-
ting for effective teaching -learn-
ing transaction. To render himself
as an effective teacher, he has to
acquaint himself with all the digi-
tal interventions in the realm of
education and has to continuously
hone and update his technological
skills. The teacher being the facili-
tator has to regulate a fine balance
between the traditional pedagogi-
cal approach and technological
in-build pedagogy. In the era of
Artificial intelligence (AI) , where
Augmented reality(AR) and vir-
tual reality (VR) have literally dis-
rupted the landscape of education
and are setting the tone of new
educational discourse , therefore
a teacher can not merely relay on
past traditional practices and has
to find a way to make space for
blended mode of learning ( hybrid
mode of learning).

6)

7)
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Self reflection: Self reflection on part
of the teacher is truly a catalyzing tool
in the hands of teacher to delve deep
in introspecting the achievements
and the grey areas where he further
needs to improve .Versatile teachers
regularly reflect on their professional
and academic pursuits. They con-
stantly need to ask themselves: did
my students learn anything today? Is
there any area I could have done bet-
ter? Was pedagogic strategy appro-
priate and fruitful? Did I collect my
students feedback and thoroughly
analyzed it? This kind of introspec-
tion and self-reflection will definitely
enable teachers to look back and
forth and become better educators. A
teacher on the other hand , who does
not introspect on his/her everyday
academic pursuits lacks the propul-
sion to move forward .

Socially well-connected: The ac-
ceptability and versatility of teach-
ers is driven by strong social com-
mitment. A teacher needs to exhibit
utmost cautiousness and diligence
of their responsibility to safeguard
the fragile ecosystem and reach out
to the marginalized sections of the
study through education. It is the
responsibility of the teacher to in-
still in their students a concern for
the environment and the weaker
sections, and motivate them to get
involved in transformative exten-
sion and outreach activities with
the dream of creating an equitable
world. Teachers need to keep in
mind that schools do not exist in
isolation and therefore have to es-
tablish cohesive bonds with the
community to render their institu-
tions as vibrant learning centers.

The author is an educator

Gregory Chasson

hen a job interviewer

asks, “What's  your
greatest weakness?” many job
seekers think the most stra-
tegic answer is, “I'm a perfec-
tionist.”

Yes, workers who are per-
fectionistic tend to exhibit a
variety of positive traits, like
being honest, loyal, attentive
to detail, and conscientious.1
But perfectionism comes with
many negative effects that
harm a workplace and cause
an organization’s productivity
to slow to a grinding halt. In
other words, it's not the savvy
interview response interview-
ees think it is.

There are a variety of ways
that perfectionism prevents
workers from advancing in
their careers. Below are three
overarching categories of neg-
ative characteristics of perfec-
tionism that disrupt the work-
place and obstruct a worker’s
career progression.

1. Dysfunctional Emphasis
Framework

The Emphasis Framework
characterizes the ways in
which we allocate effort and
value to life’s tasks.2 The
framework is characterized by
three types of effort/value al-
location: Emphasis A, B, and C.

Emphasis A refers to an “all

Are You a Perfectionist?

out” approach—we give the
task everything we've got be-
cause it's important to us (con-
sistent with our values). For
example, if we are trying to
get licensed as a Speech Lan-
guage Therapist, we might opt
to use an Emphasis A approach
to study for the licensing exam
because of its importance to
our career.

Emphasis B, on the other
hand, is the “git ‘er done”
strategy. Effort needs to be
sufficient to get the task com-
pleted but not necessarily
with excellence. The finished
product doesn’t need to be
superb, but it doesn’t need to
be awful, either. Most tasks in
life necessitate an Emphasis B
strategy.

Emphasis C is the “don’t do
it at all” strategy—the decision
not to allocate any attention to
a task. In a healthy emphasis
framework, Emphasis Cis stra-
tegic. We opt not to complete
a task because it’s not impor-
tant to us and isn’t worth our
resources. For example, we
might choose not to open our
junk mail because we don’t
see the value in doing so.

There’s an appropriate time
and place for all three of these
effort strategies; there is no
inherent judgment to any of
them. The approach we choose
for a given task in a given cir-
cumstance is based on our val-

ues and needs.

Here’'s the problem with
perfectionists—they try to use
Emphasis A for everything.
Non-perfectionists have a
higher use of Emphasis B rela-
tive to Emphasis A, whereas
the perfectionist exhibits the
reverse. Trying to adopt Em-
phasis A for everything is
impossible, as there just isn't
enough time or resources.

Perfectionists have a dif-
ficult time discerning which
emphasis strategy to use,
default to Emphasis A as a
result, and then have a hard
time switching to a different
strategy (because of cogni-
tive rigidity—see the section
below). When we try to use
Emphasis A for everything, we
inevitably fail and need to de-
lay or avoid other tasks. That
is, tasks from Emphasis A get
forced to Emphasis C. When
this happens, instead of our
values and needs determining
our Emphasis C selection, it’s
the perfectionism doing so.

A dysfunctional emphasis
framework sabotages work-
place well-being and function-
ing because of all this. Dead-
lines are chronically missed,
and tasks don’t get completed
due to avoidance and procras-
tination.3 This pattern also
saps worker productivity.

The dysfunction in emphasis
selection also occurs in plan-

ning tasks, which is called pro-
cess paralysis. Perfectionists
want to identify the optimal
strategy for completing tasks
or the ideal order of operations
for completing tasks. They get
stuck landing on the “perfect”
strategy and as a result never
even get started on the re-
quired task in the first place.

In addition, others in the
workplace get sucked into
the pattern via safety behav-
iors.3 These refer to the coping
techniques perfectionists use
to calm their anxiety, such as
seeking considerable reassur-
ance from others (e.g., “Does
this email sound okay?"),
excessively creating overly
detailed lists, checking their
work for the gazillionth time,
and seeking deadline exten-
sions and other exceptions
(read: special treatment).
These types of behaviors rope
in everyone around the per-
fectionist and cause exhaus-
tion and resentment.

2. Cogpnitive Rigidity

Of all the features of per-
fectionism, this is probably its
hallmark characteristic.3 Cog-
nitive rigidity refers to diffi-
culties with shifting mindsets.
It's an inflexible approach to
life. We might get stuck on a
perspective or with using a be-
havior and have a difficult time
pivoting to new ones, even in

the face of evidence suggest-
ing that we do so. This can look
like stubbornness or narrow-
mindedness. Often this means
that perfectionists get stuck in
the details of a task and have
a difficult time zooming out to
see the big picture.

Sometimes this cognitive ri-
gidity takes the form of getting
overfocused on rules instead
of prioritizing the underly-
ing principles that undergird
those rules. In fact, a perfec-
tionist might even get stuck
abiding by a rule, even at the
expense of the underlying
principle.

For example, they might
get stuck making sure there
are no errors in their work
before submitting (the rule:
“check your work for errors
before turning it in”), even if
this causes them to miss the
deadline and not get the proj-
ect completed on time (e.g.,
the principle: “produce qual-
ity work”). In this case, the
perfectionist was so stuck on
the rule of not turning in a
product with errors that they
undermined the underlying
principle of producing quality
work (i.e., the work never got
produced because it was not
submitted on time).

Cognitive rigidity can be
devastating for a perfection-
ist's career. It's associated
with less creativity and in-

novation.4 The perfectionist
is hyper-focused on rules and
tends to struggle with flexing
rules as needed. Because of
their inflexibility, perfection-
ists tend to be seen by others
as stubborn and unaffected by
evidence contradicting their
viewpoints and behavior. They
often struggle to change based
on feedback. When workers
with perfectionism get stuck
in the details, they often miss
big-picture concepts that drive
important business needs.

3. Other-Oriented Moralism
Sometimes  perfectionism
presents in an other-oriented
manner; perfectionistic expec-
tations are projected outward
and applied to others.3 This
means holding other people
in the workplace to excessive
and rigid standards. This is
especially problematic when
holding others to rigid and ex-
cessive moral standards.
When this type of tendency
shows up, it can look a lot like
the perfectionist policing oth-
ers in the workplace when it’s
not their job to do so. They can
come across as self-righteous,
and coworkers feel like they
must walk on eggshells around
them. Coworkers often try to
avoid this type of perfection-
istic peer and see it as a major
source of job dissatisfaction.
In other words, other-oriented

moralism can create a highly
toxic work environment and
result in tremendous damage
to a team dynamic.

Conclusion

Perfectionism is a complex
construct; it comes with good
qualities (e.g., loyalty, consci-
entiousness) but also many
characteristics that adversely
affect the office environment.
Three areas of perfectionism
in particular drive much of
the damage to a career trajec-
tory: a dysfunctional emphasis
framework, cognitive rigidity,
and other-oriented moralism.
These three not only impair a
perfectionist’s ability to prog-
ress in their career, but they
also disrupt the entire work-
place.

Luckily, there are strate-
gies that can help perfection-
ists and those who work with
them. A future post will delve
into some of these strategies,
or you can get a comprehen-
sive overview in my new book,
Flawed.2 In the meantime,
please consider the pitfalls of
perfectionism in the career
advancement process and
remember that “I'm a perfec-
tionist” might be a more load-
ed job interview response than
we realize.

The article was originally
published by Psychology
Today
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2 Terrorists Killed

been retrieved, but the search operation is
going on,” he said.

Describing Dar’s killing as a significant
achievement, Birdhi said he was involved in
18 cases including in Srinagar city.

“He was involved in the killing of police
personnel and innocent civilians.He was in-
volved in planning and carrying out attacks
including on minority community members,”
the IGP added.

In 2022, the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) announced a bounty of Rs 10 lakh on
Dar.

“He was an A category terrorist carrying
a bounty of Rs 10 lakh on his head from the
NIA with separate reward from the Police.
Basit was active since 2021. He was involved
in over 18 cases including attacks on security
forces and minority members in Srinagar and
South Kashmir,” the IGP said.

The second terrorist was identified as
Faheem, a hybrid terrorism cum Over Ground
Worker (OGW) from Redwani, Payeen area of
south Kashmir’s Kulgam.

The IGP said that police will not allow any-
one to disrupt the peaceful atmosphere and
election festivity in Kashmir. “We are alert
and ready to foil all nefarious attempts,” he
said.

Search Ops

The agencies have also expanded the
scope of operation to various areas of Doda,
Udhampur, and Kathua districts to track
down two groups of terrorists involved in the
killing of a village defence guard (VDG) in the
Basangarh area on April 28.

Terrorists targeted an Indian Air Force (IAF)
convoy in the Shaistar area of Poonch district,
resulting in the killing of an IAF corporal and
injuries to four others on Saturday.

Armed with surveillance equipment, in-
cluding drones and sniffer dogs, the search
operation, which entered the fourth day on
Tuesday, has been intensified in Shahsitar,
Gursai, Sanai, Lasana, and Sheendara top
in the Surankote belt and adjoining areas in
Poonch district, officials said.

While some dense forest areas have been
scanned and routes towards Kashmir have
been plugged, there has been no trace of the
terrorists involved in the attacks so far, they
added.

Twenty-two people have been detained for
questioning and the authorities are review-
ing some CCTV footage for leads, they said.

Posters offering a cash reward of Rs 20 lakh
for any information leading to the arrest of
the two individuals, believed to be the prime
suspects, have been put up in Surankote, they
said.

In Rajouri, security forces have launched a
fresh search operation and put troops on alert
following reports of suspected movement of
two people in Sada and Kandi areas that have
been cordoned off.

Security measures have been tightened
with increased checking of vehicles on busy
roads, especially on the Jammu Rajouri-
Poonch national highway, which is vital for
the twin districts of Rajouri and Poonch --
part of the Anantnag parliamentary constitu-
ency going to polls on May 25, they said.

On April 28, a village defence guard (VDG)
was killed in a brief encounter with terrorists
in the remote Panara village in Udhampur
district.

Security agencies have expanded the scope
of the search operation to various areas of
Doda, Udhampur, and Kathua districts to
track down the terrorists.

The ongoing search operation, which en-
tered its 10th day on Tuesday, has been ex-
tended to the Bhalessa areas of Doda district,
while operations continue in Basantgarh,
Dudu, Bani, and Seoj areas of Udhampur and
Kathua districts, officials said.

However, there has been no breakthrough
in the search so far, they said.

Additional Director General of Police
(Jammu zone) Anand Jain had earlier said that
the two groups of terrorists are believed to be
present in the area after recently infiltrating
from across the border, with each group con-
sisting of four and six members, respectively.

The twin districts have witnessed several
major terrorist attacks in the past two years,
indicating a resurgence of terror activities
in the region, which was once declared ter-
rorism-free and remained peaceful between

2003 and 2021.

63.47% Voter

cast their vote without fear or intimidation.
With the conclusion of Phase-3, polling is
now over in 20 States/UTs and 283 PCs for the
2024 general elections. A total of 1331 candi-
dates, including around 120 women, were in
the electoral fray in this phase.

A total of 17.24 crore voters are eligible to
cast their franchise in this phase at 1.85 lakh
polling stations. At least 75 international del-
egates from 23 countries visited many poll-
ing stations in six states to witness the poll-
ing process. The delegates also witnessed the
process of dispatching polling materials and
machines to the polling teams and were ap-
preciative of the magnitude, transparency
and, most importantly, the festive mood of
voters, the ECI said.

The ECI also mentioned that the voters
from across 11 States/UTs participated enthu-
siastically to cast their vote at their polling
stations, braving hot weather conditions in
some areas. Special arrangements were made
to mitigate the effects of hot weather condi-
tions, including the provision of shamiyana,
drinking water, medical kits, and fans for
the convenience of voters, it added. Several
booths installed innovative bids to entice
voters, urging them to come in large numbers
to exercise their franchise. The Shimoga Zilla
Panchayat in Karnataka unveiled a polling
booth that has majestic thrones reserved for
voters. Mooting the idea that in a democracy,
citizens are the lords, the unique polling sta-
tion has put up thrones for voters, depicting
them as kings and queens. Also, the propri-
etors of an ice cream shop in the Hubbali city
of Dharwad offered ice creams free of charge

as part of an awareness campaign to promote
voting.

The awareness campaign with the initia-
tive ‘Cast Vote and Eat Ice-Cream Free’ was
organised in Hubballi city. Food shops in
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore offered free poha,
jalebis, and ice cream to those who cast their
votes in the early hours of polling. Some other
commercial establishments in the city also
offered to serve delicacies like noodles and
manchurian free of charge to people who
vote in the morning hours. Likewise, food
establishments in Maharashtra offered dis-
counts to customers who simply showed an
ink mark on their fingers, indicating they'd
voted.

Prominent leaders contesting today’s poll
battle included Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, former Madhya Pradesh chief ministers
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Digvijaya Singh,
Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya,
Samajwadi Party leader Dimple Yadav, and
NCP (SP) leader Supriya Sule, among others.

Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Assam, West Bengal, Bihar, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, Daman and Diu, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Goa and Chhattisgarh are the States
/UTs where polling took place in this phase.
Voting in the Anantnag-Rajouri PC in Jammu
and Kashmir was rescheduled to Phase 6.
Also, Surat PCin Gujarat did not go to the polls
as the candidate was elected unopposed. The
next phase (phase 4) polling is scheduled
on May 13, 2024, in 96 constituencies in 10
States/UTs. In the 2019 general election, the
BJP won 72 of the 93 seats that go to the polls
today. The counting of votes will be held on
June 4. (ANI)

PM Modi,

PM Modi said the conduct of elections in
India and their management can be a learn-
ing process for other democracies, and added
that leading universities in the world should
carry out a case study on the country’s polls.

He also underlined the importance of vot-
ing as he called it a special gift.

PM Modi, who arrived in Ahmedabad on
Monday night, reached the polling booth
at Nishan Public School in Ranip locality of
Ahmedabad city soon after polling began at 7
am, and cast his vote. Shah accompanied the
PM when he arrived there to cast his vote.

Modi greeted people, gave autographs to
them on his way to the polling booth. He
shook hands with many members of the pub-
lic. He also lifted a baby girl who was being
carried by her mother in the crowd and spent
some light moments with the child. A woman
from the crowd tied a ‘rakhi’ to him as a token
of sisterly affection.

Before entering the polling booth, the
prime minister bowed down to his elder
brother Somabhai Modi. He cast his vote after
getting his finger inked.

After coming out of the polling booth, Modi
waved to the crowd and showed his inked
finger.

Modi is a registered voter from Ranip area.
Somabhai Modi lives near Nishan School,
which falls under Sabarmati assembly seg-
ment of Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency.

Talking to reporters later, the PM appealed
to people to come out in large numbers to
vote.

“Matdaan samanya daan nahi. Hamare
desh main daan ka mahatva hai (Voting is not
a common gift. In our country, a lot of impor-
tance is attached to giving donations). People
of the country should vote in large numbers
keeping this feeling in their hearts,” Modi
said.

Today is the third phase of voting and cam-
paigning will go on for almost three weeks
and four more phases of voting will be held,
he said.

“As a voter from Gujarat, | have been voting
from here (Nishan School) for the last many
years, and our Amitbhai (Shah) is the candi-
date of BJP from here,” Modi said.

“Today is the day of celebrations of de-
mocracy. I will congratulate the Election
Commission, security forces and officials in-
volved in conducting the first two phases of
polls almost violence-free. In the past, vio-
lence during elections was very common,” he
said.

“I would also like to congratulate the elec-
tion commission for conducting the entire
election in a voter-friendly manner. The con-
duct of our election, our election manage-
ment is such that it can be a learning process
for other democracies. Big universities of the
world should carry out a case study on Indian
elections,” Modi said.

“This year, almost 64 countries of the world
are going to polls. There should be a com-
parison of elections between India and other
countries. This year, the festival of democra-
cy is not only in India but around the world,”
Modi said.

He said he would congratulate the Election
Commission for adopting good practices of
the world in conducting elections in India.

Modi also praised the Election Commission
for adopting modern technology the poll
management.

Shah cast his vote at a polling station in
Naranpura locality of Ahmedabad, and ap-
pealed to voters to participate enthusiasti-
cally to elect a stable government committed
to make India prosperous.

Shah greeted, interacted and even of-
fered autographs to his supporters as he ap-
proached his polling booth at a sub-station in
Ahmedabad.

Shah accompanied his wife Sonal Shah, son
Jay Shah and his wife to cast his vote. After
casting his vote, the Union minister posed for
photographs along with his wife as he flashed
his inked finger and a victory sign.

Shah greeted people after emerging from
the polling booth and proceeded to a nearby
temple to offer prayers along with his family
members as part of the tradition he has fol-
lowed on every voting day.

“I would like to urge all the voters across
the country and also the voters of Gujarat to
participate enthusiastically in this festival
of democracy. Choose a stable government
which would make the country safe, pros-
perous, care about welfare of the poor, and is

India’s pride,” Shah told media persons after
casting his votes.

“Choose a government that is against cor-
ruption, that wants to eradicate poverty,
make a self-reliant, developed India, and
wants to take India to number one in every
field in the entire world,” he said.

Choose Between

constituent of the opposition INDIA bloc.

“INDI alliance partners are not bothered
about the fate of masses...they are fighting
elections to save their dynasty,” Modi main-
tained, targeting the opposition.

He sought to know whether a concept like
“vote jihad” was acceptable in a democracy.

“Terrorists in Pakistan are threatening jihad
against India. And here, those in the Congress
have also announced to do vote jihad against
Modi...that means people of a particular reli-
gion are being asked to vote unitedly against
Modi. Imagine what level the Congress has
stooped to,” he said.

The BJP stalwart asked the crowd, “Do you
accept the concept of vote jihad? Can this
thing work in a democracy? Does the Indian
Constitution allow this?”

The PM alleged the Congress had terrible
intentions and quoted statements made by
party leaders.

“To understand this, you will have to listen
to people who have been Congress workers
and leaders for 20-25 years and are now leav-
ing the party. A woman (leader) recently said
after she went to the Ram temple, she was
harassed so much that she had to leave the
Congress,” Modi said.

Another person who left the Congress said
the party has been “captured by the Muslim
League and Maoists,” he stated.

“Another leader who left the Congress ex-
posed another deep conspiracy, saying the
shehzada (prince) of Congress intends to
overturn the Supreme Court’s decision on the
Ram Temple like his father did in the Shah
Bano case,” he said.

In 1985, the Supreme Court ruled in favour
of Shah Bano, a Muslim woman from Indore
who had sought maintenance from her hus-
band after divorce, but the then-Congress
government under PM Rajiv Gandhi over-
turned the judgement through an Act.

The PM alleged the main opposition party’s
“love for Pakistan” is reaching its peak after
every phase of voting and added “There is a
competition among Congress people over
(making) anti-national statements.”

“A former Congress CM said our Army car-
ries out terrorist attacks, Pakistan is inno-
cent. Look at the shamelessness of another
big Congress leader, who said Pakistan had
no role in the Mumbai terror attacks (26/11),”
he noted.

A leader of another Congress ally threatens
India, saying Pakistan is not wearing bangles,
he further said.

“I ask the prince of Congress (a reference
to Rahul Gandhi) what is the intention of
your colleagues who are speaking (like that)?
Why so much love for Pakistan and so much
hatred for our Army? That’s why people say -
Congress ka haath (Congress’ hand)...,” he said
to which members of the gathering added
“Pakistan ke saath” (with Pakistan).

He said, “They think that by showing their
love for Pakistan, they will consolidate their
vote-bank but it will be hard for them to save
their deposits”.

The top BJP leader alleged the Congress
wanted to plunder people’s property and tin-
ker with the reservation in jobs and educa-
tion given by B R Ambedkar, the chief archi-
tect of the Constitution.

For appeasement and vote-bank politics,
the Congress wanted to give reservation,
which is meant for SCs/ STs/OBCs, to another
community on the basis of religion, Modi
noted.

“They have done this. They overnight is-
sued government orders and brought a law
to provide OBC status to all Muslims (refer-
ring to Karnataka). This means they become
entitled to OBC reservation. They wanted
to implement the same model in the entire
country,” he said.

Bringing up the issue of inheritance tax,
the PM noted the Congress has said they will
carry out an X-ray and survey of people’s as-
sets, but “I have done an X-ray of their minds.
They will snatch and distribute the assets to
their vote bank.. Modi is exposing their hid-
den agenda.”

Further targeting his political opponents,
the BJP stalwart maintained they have
emptied their entire “dictionary of abuses”
against him.

“Your vote has made India the world’s
fifth largest economy, led to the abrogation
of Article 370 (which granted special status
to J&K) and made a tribal woman president
of the country. Your vote has lifted 25 crore
people out of poverty,” Modi said.

“Your vote has ended the wait of 500
years to make a grand temple of Lord Ram in
Ayodhya,” he emphasised.

He said, “In this election, your one vote will
turn the country into the third largest econo-
my and make India strong.”

Polling in Khargone will be held in the
fourth phase on May 13.

Before reaching Khargone, Modi met 30
booth-level workers of the BJP at the Devi
Ahilyabai Holkar Airport in Indore, a party
spokesperson said. PTI

Dry, Hot Weather

Moreover, Director Meteorological depart-
ment (MeT), Dr Mukhtar Ahmad said that the
weather is expected to remain generally dry
with the possibility of afternoon thunder-
shower till May 10.

On May 11, the MeT Director stated that
there is a forecast of partly to generally
cloudy weather with the forecast of light rain,
thunder at many places.

He added that on May 12, the weather
would remain generally cloudy with light to
moderate rain, snow (higher reaches) at many
places with thunder activity at few places
while on May 13, the weather is expected to
remain partly to generally cloudy with light
rain at few places.

Express Discontent

This election is not for roads, power and
water; rather this is an opportunity to save
your identity, land and resources, she added.

Visually Impaired

The other early voter was a 90-year-old
woman from the Harwan area of the city.

The nonagenarian, who goes by the mon-
onym ‘Fazi’, was beaming with pride after
casting her vote from her home at Harwan.

A team of officials from the district elec-
tion office on Tuesday went to various places
in Srinagar, including the Dal Lake area, to fa-
cilitate voters who had registered themselves
under the home voting facility to exercise
their franchise.

473 Postal Ballots

Casting votes through the postal ballots
is exclusively for Kashmiri Pandit voters
who have been living their life in exile and
Election Commission of India (ECI) has kept
a special provision for them to vote through
postal ballots.

Giving details, an official associated with
the electioneering process said that the
postal ballot process was completed today
and these ballots have been sent to the RO
(Deputy Commissioner Srinagar).

“Apart from these postal ballots, more than
13000 Kashmiri Pandit voters are registered
for Srinagar Parliamentary constituency who
will be exercising their franchise in 23 poll-
ing stations established in different parts of
Jammu,” the official informed.

The ECI has established 21 polling stations
for KP voters in Jammu but two auxiliary
polling stations have been established by the
local authorities as two polling stations have
more than 1500 votes and as per the laid
guidelines these auxiliary polling stations
needed to be established.

The Srinagar parliamentary constituency
will be going for polls on May 13 during the
fourth phase of elections and the main contest
for this seat is between National Conference’s
Aga Ruhullah Mehdi, Peoples Democratic
Party’s Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra and J&K
Apni Party’s Muhammad Ashraf Mir. (KNO)

Mehbooba Opposed

there (Kargil) because we clearly told our
colleagues in Kargil that if we have to support
anyone and help anyone to win, it should be
Congress candidate T Namgyal.

He said the NC'’s colleagues in Kargil un-
fortunately did not accept it and decided to
leave the party en masse. Expressing regret
over the development, he said he had repeat-
edly visited Kargil after 2019 and rebuilt the
NC there with a lot of difficulty.

“We cannot do anything about something
that is not in our control but still I will ap-
peal to people with National Conference in
Leh and Kargil, if there are any left, to vote for
Namgyal,” he added.

The entire Kargil unit of the NC on Monday
resigned from the party saying the party high
command was pressurising them to support
Congress candidate Namgyal.

Qamar Ali Akhoon, who was the additional
general secretary and party in-charge for
Kargil, said the political and religious organ-
isations in Kargil had decided to support in-
dependent candidate Haji Hanifa for the Lok
Sabha election. He said it was not possible for
him to go against the “local consensus”.

Under the seat-sharing agreement between
the Congress and the NC, the two parties had
agreed to field three candidates each for the
six Lok Sabha seats in Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh. While the NC has fielded candi-
dates on three seats in the Kashmir valley, the
Congress has fielded its candidates on two
seats in Jammu and one in Ladakh.

A similar situation had arisen in the 2009
Lok Sabha elections, which were contested by
the NCand the Congress in a pre-poll alliance.

NC leader Ghulam Hassan Khan had re-
belled against the party decision to concede
the mandate for Ladakh Lok Sabha seat to
Congress leader P Namgyal and contested,
and won, as an independent candidate.

Khan, who defeated Namgyal by a margin
of 3,000 votes, supported the Congress-led
UPA-II government on the advice of Farooq
Abdullah.

Naib Tehsildar

necessary action against the said Naib-
Tehsildar and his clerk namely Aijaz Ahmed.
On receipt of the complaint, a case under FIR
number 02/2024 under section 7 PC Act 1988
was registered at PS ACB Anantnag and inves-
tigation taken up,” the statement said.

During the course of investigation, a trap
team was constituted. The team laid a suc-
cessful trap and caught the accused Magbool
Hussain Dar R/o Nooripor, Pattan presently
posted as Naib Tehsildar, Khrew, District
Pulwama red handed while demanding and
accepting bribe amount of Rs 10,000 from
the complainant and the Sg Constable Ajaz
Ahmad, attached with the Naib Tehsildar
was also arrested for facilitating the com-
mission of offence, the statement said, add-
ing that further investigation into the case is
going on.

HC Rules Against

Islamic  University of Science
Technology, Awantipora last year.

The petitioner had applied for admis-
sion in the discipline of Civil Engineering
under Sports Category and later his sports
certificates were sent by varsity’s Assistant
Registrar Academics for verification to
the Secretary J&K Sports Council Srinagar.
However, the Sports Council conveyed to the
University that petitioner, having single par-
ticipation at the National level, is not eligible
for selection under the Sports Category.

Public Figures

regarding misleading advertisements
and the complaints be taken to their logical
conclusion.

It said self-declarations by advertisers shall
be uploaded on the ‘Broadcast Seva’ portal
which runs under the aegis of the Ministry of

and

Information and Broadcasting.

Regarding advertisements in the print me-
dia, the bench said the ministry shall create
a portal within four weeks and advertisers
shall file self-declaration before issuing any
advertisements.

The bench said the proof of filing self-dec-
laration has to be made available by the ad-
vertiser to the broadcaster or publisher.

It also asked the health ministry to file
an affidavit regarding complaints received
from 2018 onwards by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India on misleading
advertisements concerning food products
and also details of action taken or proposed
to be taken on them.

The bench referred to the Central Consumer
Protection Authority guidelines including
those related to children-targeted advertise-
ments and duties of the manufacturer, service
provider, advertiser and advertising agency.

It also perused the affidavits filed by the
ministries of Ayush, consumer affairs and in-
formation and broadcasting.

During the hearing, the bench questioned
the Centre over an August 29, 2023 letter by
the Ministry of Ayush asking the licensing
authorities not to initiate or take any action
under rule 170 of Drugs and Cosmetics Rules,
1945.

“How can you say that don’t implement
a law till it is a good law?” the bench asked,
adding, “It is glaring”.

The bench told Additional Solicitor General
K M Nataraj that the ministry shall “forth-
with” withdraw the August 29 last year letter.

Referring to the affidavit filed by the min-
istry of information and broadcasting, the
bench said it has given data about the ac-
tion taken on complaints received against TV
channels since 2018 till May 3 this year.

“A summary of action taken against broad-
casters for violation of advertising code since
2018 shows a dismal picture,” it said.

During the hearing, the bench observed
there should be a proper and effective proce-
dure for consumers to lodge their complaints
regarding misleading advertisements.

“When we say consumer is king.. what if
the consumer becomes simply a complainant
and does not know what is happening to his
complaint?” the bench asked.

Observing that it is looking at the matter
with a point of view of the consumer, the
bench said if there is a system in place, it
should work effectively.

The bench observed advertisement is a
“paid commercial venture” and has nothing
to do with the freedom of press.

“You can’t mute the press. At the same
time, there has to be a balance,” it said.

The bench also asked the counsel for the
states and Union Territories to file affidavits
of the relevant licensing authority regarding
action taken by them in respect of misleading
advertisements published or displayed which
run contrary to the Drug and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954 and
rules, the Drug and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and
the Consumer Protection Act, 1986.

The Uttarakhand State Licensing Authority
(SLA) had earlier told the top court that man-
ufacturing licenses of 14 products of Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd and Divya Pharmacy have been
suspended with immediate effect.

During the hearing on Tuesday, the bench
asked the counsel appearing for Patanjali as
to what they have done to withdraw the ad-
vertisements of these products.

The bench said advertisements of these
products were still available on the internet,
websites and channels.

“By the next date of hearing, we will come
with complete plan,” the counsel said.

The bench has posted the matter for fur-
ther hearing on May 14.

The apex court is hearing a plea filed in
2022 by the Indian Medical Association alleg-
ing a smear campaign by Patanjali and yoga
guru Ramdev against the Covid vaccination
drive and modern systems of medicine.

Kejriwal Fails

Directorate, respectively.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, who also
appeared for the probe agency, staunchly
opposed showing any leniency to Kejriwal
on account of the Lok Sabha polls and said
granting interim bail to the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor would amount to
creating a separate class for politicians.

The bench has divided the hearing on
Kejriwal’s petition against his arrest into
two parts. His main petition challenges his
arrest by the ED and seeks it to be declared
as illegal, while the second aspect pertains
to grant of interim bail keeping in mind the
ongoing Lok Sabha polls. The court has re-
served the order on the issue of grant of in-
terim bail.

Before rising for the day, the bench indicat-
ed that tomorrow the judges will be sitting in
different combinations, and if the hearing on
matters listed for Wednesday gets completed
and the judges have time in hand, they would
resume hearing Kejriwal’s plea against his ar-
rest by the ED.

“If not tomorrow, then we may take up the
matter on Thursday. If not on Thursday, then
we will be taking up this matter next week,”
said Justice Khanna, without specifying any
time frame for pronouncement of verdict on
the issue of interim bail.

Meanwhile, a Delhi court extended
Kejriwal’s judicial custody in the money laun-
dering case till May 20.

Special Judge for CBI and ED matters Kaveri
Baweja extended Kejriwal’s custody after the
AAP leader was produced before the court
through a video conference on the expiry of
his remand granted earlier.

Kejriwal was arrested on March 21 and is
currently lodged in Tihar Jail under judicial
custody.

On April 9, the Delhi High Court had upheld
Kejriwal’s arrest, saying there was no illegal-
ity and the ED was left with “little option”
after he skipped repeated summonses and
refused to join the investigation.

The matter relates to alleged corruption
and money laundering in the formulation and
execution of the Delhi government’s now-
scrapped excise policy for 2021-22.
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KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday chaired a
review meeting of the Science and
Technology Department.

The meeting was attended by.
Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary;. San-
tosh D Vaidya, Principal Secretary,
Finance Department; Dr. Mandeep
Kumar Bhandari, Principal Secre-
tary to the Lt Governor;. Saurabh
Bhagat, Commissioner/Secretary,
Science & Technology Department
and senior officers of NHPC, Central

C———

The Lt Governor discussed im-
portant matters related to the func-
tioning of Jammu Kashmir Energy
Development Agency (JAKEDA) and
Jammu Kashmir Science Technol-
ogy & Innovation Council (JKST&IC).

He took stock of the key solar
power projects and schemes in-
cluding Rooftop Solarization of
Government and Residential build-
ings, Solar Power Plants installed
under Smart City Project and Float-
ing Solar Power Plants.

The Lt Governor impressed upon
NHPC to solarize all Government

LG Calls For Solarization Of

All Govt Buildings In J&K

instructed the Science & Technology
Department to collaborate with NHPC
and identify buildings for solarization.

He further directed the officials
to explore the installation of solar
panels along canals, riverbanks, and
other water bodies, besides proper
maintenance and timely replace-
ment of street lights.

The meeting also discussed vari-
ous other issues related to develop-
ment of solar energy, Sub Regional
Science Centre-Srinagar, Industrial
Bio-Technology Park and IEC Activi-
ties under the Science and Technol-

Com Secretary I1&C Meets
Stakeholders, Discusses Revival Plans

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant move to revitalize
the industrial landscape
of Jammu and Kashmir,
the Industries and Com-
merce Department con-
vened a high level inter-
active session on Tuesday
with representatives from
prominent industrial as-
sociations under the chair-
manship of Commissioner
Secretary, Industries &
Commerce (I&C), Vikram-
jeet Singh.

The session witnessed
active engagement with
representatives from
prominent industrial as-
sociations, underscoring
the government's com-
mitment to addressing the
pressing challenges faced
by industrial units in the
region.

Prominent industrial
bodies, including The Fed-
eration of Industries Kash-
mir (FCIK), The Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI), the PHD
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The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI) and The
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), seized the
opportunity to articulate
their concerns and sub-
mit memoranda outlining
critical issues.

These issues, rang-
ing from the situation of
sick units to the need for
marketing support and
financial assistance, were
carefully listened to. Valu-
able suggestions were also
put forth to enhance the

the representatives of In-
dustrial associations.

I&C Commissioner Sec-
retary emphasized several
key initiatives undertaken
by the administration to
support industrial growth
and address the challenges
faced by industrial units in
the region. He highlighted
The Raising and Acceler-
ating MSME Productivity
(RAMP) program, which
is a World Bank supported
initiative by the Govern-
ment of India to help mi-
cro, small, and medium

and competitiveness.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary affirmed that the
government is actively
considering the impor-
tance of providing market-
ing assistance to industrial
units, a matter currently
under discussion with se-
nior officials. This forth-
coming support aims to
empower businesses in
promoting their prod-
ucts and services, thereby
expanding their market
reach and bolstering rev-
enue streams, he added.

He wunderscored the
necessity of forging part-
nerships with additional
financial institutions,
such as Non-Banking Fi-
nancial Companies (NBF-
Cs), to diversify the fi-
nancial support available
to industrial units. This
strategic  collaboration
with NBFCs will offer in-
dustrial units access to a
spectrum of financing so-
lutions, including loans,
lines of credit, and be-
spoke financial products

and UT Government.

buildings within their mandate and

ogy field.

Chamber

of Commerce
and Industry

industrial
(PHDCCI),

ecosystem in
Jammu and Kashmir by

enterprises (MSMEs) im-
prove their productivity

tailored to their unique
requirements.

Stakeholders Hopeful
For Kashmir As India's
Medical Tourism Hub

Agencies

SRINAGAR: As India's medical
tourism industry gears up to
surpass pre-pandemic levels,
stakeholders in Kashmir are
optimistic about the region's
potential to emerge as a promi-
nent destination in the sector.

With its serene landscapes
and upcoming healthcare in-
vestments, Kashmir is poised to
attract medical tourists seeking
high-quality treatment coupled
with a therapeutic environment.

As per news agency, medical
tourism in India is set to get a
boost with projections indicat-
ing that the number of medical
tourists will exceed pre-pan-
demic levels.

According to data released
by credit rating agency Crisil,
the number of medical tourists
visiting India is projected to be
around 7.3 million in calendar
year (CY) 2024, up from 6.1 mil-
lion estimated in CY 2023.

The last time these fig-
ures touched 7 million was in
CY2019, before crashing due to
Covid-19 induced lockdowns.

Amid this resurgence, stake-
holders in Kashmir believe
Kashmir’s significant role in the
medical tourism landscape.

With its picturesque locales,
temperate climate, and im-
proving healthcare facilities,
the stakeholders claimed that
Kashmir possesses the neces-
sary ingredients to emerge as a
preferred destination for medi-
cal tourists.

“Kashmir has made signifi-
cant strides in upgrading its
healthcare infrastructure in
recent years. Coupled with the
region's natural beauty and
cultural richness, it presents
a compelling proposition for
medical tourists seeking treat-
ment combined with a rejuve-
nating experience,” Rauf Tram-
boo, President Travel Agents
Association of Kashmir (TAAK).

DLSA Budgam Promotes
Voter Education During
SVEEP Campaign

KO NEWS SERVICE

BUDGAM: In order to promote &
encourage voter literacy & par-
ticipation of voter in the electoral
process, District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA), Budgam, under the
Aegis of JKLSA organized aware-
ness programme at ADR Center
Budgam under Sveep (System-
atic Voter's Education and Electoral
Participation).

The programme was organized
by District Legal Services Authority
at ADR Center Budgam.

Secretary District Legal Services
Authority Budgam while speaking
on the occasion highlighted the
importance of Right to vote in a
democracy. He also explained pre-
cautions and necessary steps to be
followed by the voters while cast-
ing his vote.

Shahrooq Ahmad Bhat while
deliberating upon the topic said
that the casting of the vote is a fun-
damental right after attaining the
age of 18 years. He also praised the
audience for taking part in the vot-
ing process in order to choose their
representative and also elucidated
the rights of the voters in light of
the constitution .

Adv. Zafer Mehdi while speaking
on the topic said that the reasons
and fundamentals behind the sys-
tem of voting Adv. Feroz Ahmad
further shed light on the rights of
voters and promotion of voter lit-
eracy and voter participation.

Advocate Arizo also highlighted
the importance of female partici-
pation in the electoral process of
the country as 33% reservation is
meant for the females to represent
their voices.

Properties Of 7 Pak Based Terror
Handlers Attached In Bla: Police

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
Police in Baramulla on Tuesday
said that properties of seven ter-
ror handlers based in Pakistan
have been attached after obtaining
attachment order passed by Ad-
ditional Sessions Court Baramulla.

The properties attached in-
clude 13 Kanals of land worth
lacs belonging to terror handlers
based in Pakistan namely Shabir
Ahmad Sofi son of Gul Sofi resi-
dent of Sheikhpora, Gh Nabi Alaie
son of Mohd Sultan resident of
Waripora Payeen, Gh Nabi Sheikh
son of Ghulam Mohiuddin resi-
dent of Warpora Bala, Sharief ud
din Chopan son of Satar Chopan,
Gulla Sheikh son of Gh Mohd,
both residents of Reshipora Aut-

hoora, Mohd Rafiq Khan son of
Abdul Ahad resident of Saloosa &
Ab Hameed Parray son of Mohd
Akbar resident of Frasthar Til-
gam, a police spokesman said in
a statement issued to the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) reads.

The action was taken under sec-
tions of 88 CRPC & are linked with
case under FIR number 04/2008
under section 2/3 EIMCO Act, 121
RPC, 7/25 IA Act, 13 UA (P) Act of
PS Kreeri, police said.

The property was identified
belonging to terror handlers
during the course of investi-
gation/enquiry conducted by
Police. The operation reaffirms
the commitment of Police to
combat the terror activities,
police said—(KNO)

HAJJ 2024: 320 Pilgrims Departing

From Sgr Intl Airport On May 9

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A total of 7008
Hajj pilgrims from Jammu and
Kashmir will be embarking on
a holy journey to Mecca and
Madina this year, with the first
flight scheduled to leave Sri-
nagar International Airport on
9th May 2024, officials said.

Dr. Shujhat Quershi, Execu-
tive Officer (EO) of J&K Haj
Committee, while speaking to
the news agency, reiterated
the committee's dedication to
ensuring a seamless experi-
ence for the pilgrims, affirm-
ing the exhaustive arrange-
ments to facilitate the holy
journey for pilgrims.

He said that a total of 7008
Hajj pilgrims were intending
holy pilgrimage to Mecca and
Madina, of which around 6800
are going through Srinagar
embarkation and over 500
through Delhi embarkation.

“6,852 pilgrims will be em-
barking from Srinagar, inclu-
sive of those from Ladakh,
while 541 pilgrims will depart
from other airports, primarily
Delhi airport. The departure of
Haj pilgrims from Jammu and
Kashmir will commence from
9 May 2024 and in the first
batch there will be 320 Haj pil-
grims,” he said.

In response to the flight
schedule status of pilgrims, he
said that for 9 & 10 May they
have already updated the flight
status for pilgrims and that for
the 11th May they will update
it by today evening on the web-
site of Haj Committee of India.

"On 9 and 10 May, a total of

four flights will leave from Sri-
nagar Airport with two flights
each day comprising 320 pil-
grims,” he said.

He said that the pilgrims can
check their flight status on the
website of HaJ Committee of
India under the enquiry section
by entering their cover number.

Dr. Quershi said that 37 fe-
male pilgrims will also un-
dertake the sacred journey
without a Mahram, with the
majority embarking from Sri-
nagar, and that the boarding
passes to custom clearance
have been meticulously coor-
dinated to ensure a hassle-free
experience for the pilgrims
and their families.

He said that the Haj House
will serve as a focal point for
all formalities, streamlining
the process for the pilgrims'
convenience.

Dr. Quershi said that collab-
orative efforts across various
departments, including health,
security, and emergency ser-
vices, will be in place and that

the training sessions have also
been conducted twice to equip
pilgrims with essential infor-
mation and guidance for their
pilgrimage.

He revealed that this year's
pilgrimage will commence
with a visit to Madina, with
all pilgrims accommodated in
Markaziya. He said enhance-
ments have been made in
Minha, with tents now strate-
gically positioned in zones 2,
3, and 4, elevating the overall
experience for the pilgrims.

Notably, in a recent review
meeting, chaired by Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Vi-
jay Kumar Bidhuri, where he
stressed upon the officers to
ensure a smooth and efficient
pilgrimage experience.

Directives were issued to
concerned authorities to de-
ploy adequate staff, install
necessary machinery, and
provide transportation ser-
vices, aimed at facilitating the
pilgrims' journey with utmost
care and convenience—(KNO)

LG Reviews Functioning Of
Cooperative Department

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha today
chaired a meeting to review
the functioning of the Coop-
erative Department.

The Lt Governor took ap-
praisal of the interventions
and Schemes in Cooperative
Sector including the progress
achieved in establishing Pri-
mary Agricultural Credit Soci-
eties (PACS). He reviewed the
functioning of Cooperative
Banks, Cooperative Training &
Educational Institutions, So-
cieties and Cooperative Super
Bazars.

The Lt Governor appraised
measures taken for modern-
ization and upgradation of
existing Super Bazars, with a
focus on devising a compre-
hensive roadmap to strength-
en these essential retail hubs.

He called for exploring av-
enues for enhancing the infra-
structure, services, and market
reach of Super Bazars to bet-
ter serve the consumers and
promote economic growth. He
said the dedication, determi-
nation, faith and collective ef-
forts of cooperatives will pave
the way to prosperity.

The meeting also reviewed
the functioning of Common
Service Centers (CSCs). The Lt
Governor directed for ensuring
CSCs compliance with regula-
tory standards.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of enhancing transpar-
ency and accountability in the
delivery of services through
CSCs, reaffirming the admin-
istration's commitment to citi-
zen-centric governance.

He directed the officials to
take effective steps to address
the issues pertaining to pesti-

cide distribution and under-
lined the need for stringent
quality control measures to
safeguard farmers’ interests.

Collaborative efforts be-
tween the government, coop-
eratives, and other stakehold-
ers are must to streamline
processes, enhance service
delivery, and promote inclu-
sive growth in the cooperative
sector, the Lt Governor said.

Atal Dulloo, Chief Secre-
tary; Sh. Santosh D Vaidya,
Principal Secretary, Finance
Department; B. Sridhar, CGM
NABARD; Dr Mandeep Kumar
Bhandari, Principal Secretary
to Lt Governor; Vijay Bid-
huri, Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir; Ms. Babila Rakwal,
Secretary to Government, Co-
operative Department, rep-
resentatives of RBI and other
senior officials attended the
meeting.

MOokE Urges JK Govt To
Reevaluate Pre-Samagra
Shiksha Education Labs

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Ministry of
Education (MoE) has asked the
Jammu and Kashmir School Ed-
ucation Department to reassess
the ‘previously approved edu-
cation labs’ that were permit-
ted years before the Samagra
Shiksha scheme here.

Besides, the ministry further
directed to develop a list of pro-
posed new roles that could be
created in accordance with the
requirements.

According to the official doc-
uments available with the news
agency, MoE while reviewing
the skill education said, “It was
observed that a total of 1315
skill education labs were ap-
proved to the UT, out of which
553 are functional and762 are
pending in the UT of Jammu
and Kashmir including the pre-
Samagra Shiksha years.”

Further, the MoE empha-
sized that the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 underscores
the importance of skill educa-
tion for all students, especially

those in the secondary stage of
schooling.

“States and UTs are urged to
reassess these previous approv-
als in light of the changing job
roles and develop a list of pro-
posed new roles that could be
created in accordance with the
requirements,” it reads.

In the meantime, MoE said
that displaying photographs of
teachers is one of the priority
areas of the 3rd Chief Secretar-
ies Conference for addressing
the issue of proxy teachers and
teacher absenteeism.

“It was underlined that this
is a continuous process and the
photographs of teachers should
be displayed in a public area in
the school premises. Moreover,
provision should be there in the
schools where the photographs
are displayed for changing the
photographs in case of trans-
fer or retirement of a teacher,”
MOoE said—(KNO)

A decade on, Zaffran colony-
Pampore road continues to be
in dilapidated condition, puts
commuters safety at risk

Traffic To Hold Lok Adalat For
Pending Violations On May 11

Agencies

SRINAGAR: As a concerted ef-
fort to tackle the mounting issue
of pending traffic violations, the
Special Mobile Magistrate Traffic
Court Kashmir has announced
Lok Adalat for May 11.

A closer examination of the
challan data by the news agency,
has shown thousands of individ-
uals have been asked to address
their pending challans. These
infractions encompass a wide
spectrum of offences with fines
ranging from a nominal Rs. 100 to
Rs 10,000 and beyond per person.

Further, the data showed some
individuals find themselves with
as many as 12, 10 or 9 outstand-
ing challans, signifying recurrent
violations of traffic laws. The cu-
mulative sum of fines accrued by

these offenders is estimated to
run into lakhs.

The Lok Adalat serves as the final
recourse for individuals burdened
with multiple pending traffic
challans. “Failure to appear on the
specified date could result in the
drastic measure of recommending
the cancellation of vehicle registra-
tion certificates (RCs) for the viola-
tors,” reads an official public notice,
issued by Traffic Police Rural Kash-
mir, as accessed by KNO.

“In emphasizing the para-
mount importance of adhering to
traffic regulations, the court un-
derscores the critical role of mo-
torists in maintaining road safety.
All summoned individuals are
urged to ensure their presence
on the designated date to resolve
their pending challans,” it reads
further—(KNO)

Man Killed Over Land
Dispute In Jammu

Agencies

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir police has stepped up their
efforts in the ongoing investiga-
tion into the murder of a person
over a land dispute here and have
conducted multiple raids at the
residences of suspects, officials
said on Wednesday.

The incident occurred on May
1, when Avtar Singh (40), son of
Balbir Singh, was hit on his head
with an iron rod and died because
of excessive bleeding during a
scuffle between two groups, who
staked their claim over the piece
of land in Greater Kailash locality.

An angry mob, including the
family and relatives of the de-
ceased, blocked Kalu-Chak road
on Jammu-Pathankot national
highway and demanded a CBI

probe into the killing, police said.

"Continuing crackdown on sus-
pects and accused involved in the
Greater Kailash murder case, po-
lice seized two vehicles involved
in the commission of crime along
with raids at houses of suspects
to affect their arrest, " a police
spokesman said.

He said that the police exam-
ined the CCTV footage of the area
around the crime spot and digi-
tally picked up relevant evidence,
he said.

Police remain committed to
solving the crime and attacking
its root causes, he said.

Eight people have been de-
tained in connection with the
case so far, he said. Two police of-
ficials were suspended in connec-
tion with the murder and a de-
partmental inquiry was ordered.
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MUMBAI: Former Austra-

lia captain Michael Clarke
does not read much into
Rohit Sharma's string of poor
scores, but suggests that the
"fatigued" Indian skipper
take a break to freshen up
ahead of the T20I World Cup.
Rohit, who will lead India
in the next month's 20-team
global showpiece, has four
single-digit scores in his last
five outings for his franchise
Mumbai Indians in the ongo-
ing IPL.

The 37-year-old has had

a busy season this year with
an intense five-Test series
preceding the IPL for Mumbai
Indians, who are all but
eliminated from the race to
the playoffs this year. "Rohit,
being the wise judge of his
own performances, will un-
doubtedly be disappointed,

especially considering his
strong start. In my view,

he might be feeling a bit
fatigued as well," Clarke told
Star Sports.

"A break to freshen up
could do wonders for him,
but as the Indian captain
and a key player for Mumbai
Indians, you're not getting a
break. He's going to have to
find form," Clarke continued.

Rohit played as an impact
substitute in their match
against Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers last week, raising some

concerns for the Indian camp.

However, he played a full
game against Sunrisers Hy-
derabad three days later.
Clarke said it is only a mat-
ter of time before Rohit gets
back to his usual elements as
a batter. "He was in a great
mood. He's happy, which is a
really good sign. He doesn't
seem to be struggling with

Rohit Sharma Advised
To Consider Sabbatical
Ahead Of T201 World Cup

his timing; it's just a matter
of getting out," he said. "With
someone like Rohit, it's only
a matter of time before he
finds his form again. Hope-
fully, he stresses less and
focuses on his game because
he's too talented to keep
missing out. He's at his best
when he's timing the ball,
rather than trying to force it,"
he added.

Clarke, meanwhile, also
had praise in store for Rohit's
deputy for the World Cup and
MI skipper Hardik Pandya,
who returned with 4-0-31-3
in their seven-wicket win
over SRH on Monday.

"In the last couple of
games, he's been taking wick-
ets with his bowling, making
some adjustments along
the way. For an all-rounder,
success in one department
boosts confidence across the
board," Clarke said.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Gandhi College hosted
its Annual Cross Country Run for
female students on Tuesday.

The five-kilometer race was
flagged off by the Principal of the
College, Prof A. Wahid Makhdoomi,
at 7.07AM from Duck Park Fore-
shore Road.

Over 60 girl students lined up at
the starting line, ready to test their
endurance and skills. The course
took runners through the foreshore
road, winding along the edge of the
Dal Lake.

Second-Semester student Um-
aira Jan finished in first place, com-
pleting the course in an impressive
time of 25 minutes and 22 seconds.

Umaira, an accomplished long-
distance runner, pulled ahead of
the pack early on and maintained
a steady pace to secure the victory.

“I'm thrilled to have won the
cross country run,” said Umaira.
“The training has really paid off,
and I am proud to represent Gandhi
College. This is just the start - I'm
looking forward to more competi-
tions in the future,” she added.

Second and third place went to
Muskaan Rehman and Huriya Nazir
of 2nd and 4th Semesters respec-
tively. The top finishers received
trophies and certificates in recog-
nition of their achievements. Two
consolation prizes were bagged by
Soliha Tariq and Mewish Showla
respectively.

Inter-School Chess Competitions

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: The Department of
Youth Services and Sports District
Baramulla organized Inter-School
Zonal Level competitions across
various zones, in accordance with
the Annual Sports Calendar 2024.

In this connection, Zone Dangi-
wacha successfully organized an
Inter-School Zonal Level chess com-
petition for under-14 and under-17
girls at HSS Dangiwacha. The event
witnessed participation of 36 stu-
dents in the under-14 category and
10 students in the under-17 catego-
ry, representing various schools of
Zone Dangiwacha.

Organised In Baramulla

Nazir Ahmad Bhat, the District
Youth Services and Sports Officer
Baramulla, emphasized the signifi-
cance of organizing sports events
as they offer students a platform for
holistic development.

Through sports, students learn
valuable life skills such as teamwork,
discipline and maintaining a healthy
lifestyle. Such initiatives not only
promote physical well-being but
also contribute to the overall growth
and character building of the youth
in the community, he added.

Certificates were awarded to
the position holders, recognizing
their exemplary performance and
sportsmanship.

Inter-School Sports Events

Continues Across Ganderbal

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: DYSS Gander-
bal organised several Inter-
School Zonal Level sports
competitions across the dis-
trict in which talented young
athletes showcased their
skills and passion on the field.

Zone Ganderbal took the
lead by organizing a dynamic
zonal level Football competi-
tion for boys under-14 cat-
egory.

The event, which took place
for the second consecutive
day, witnessed 91 students
from Zone Ganderbal exhibit
their prowess and dedication
in the game.

Meanwhile, in Zone Kan-
gan, another exhilarating
Inter-School Zonal Level foot-
ball competition unfolded,
attracting approximately 176
young athletes from across
the zone.

In parallel, Zone Tullamulla
played host to an enthralling

inter school Zonal level Hand-
ball competition at GHSS Tul-
lamulla and Football competi-
tion at MS Guzhama and GMS
Kurag.

The events garnered a sig-
nificant turnout of student
participants. District Youth
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Services and Sports Officer
(DYSSO) Ganderbal expressed
his appreciation for all stake-
holders involved, acknowl-
edging their relentless efforts
and unwavering commitment
to fostering a culture of sports
among the youth.

o

YSS Anantnag Holds Cycling Event

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: To foster voter
awareness and active civic
participation, the Depart-
ment of Youth Services and
Sports, in collaboration with
the Nodal Officer SVEEP (Sys-
tematic Voters’ Education and
Electoral Participation) An-
antnag, orchestrated a cycle
race in Anantnag on Tuesday.

The event, held under the
auspices of the SVEEP, exem-

To Promote Voter Awareness
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plifies a unique convergence of
sportsmanship and civic duty.

Against the backdrop of the
breath-taking scenery of An-
antnag, enthusiastic partici-
pants from across the region
fervently pedaled through the
verdant landscapes.

“The collaborative effort be-
tween the Youth Services and
Sports and the Nodal Officer
SVEEP Anantnag underscores
the importance of synergizing
diverse sectors in the pursuit

of a more engaged and partici-
pative electorate,” the depart-
ment said in a press release.

“By leveraging the uni-
versal appeal of sports, we
endeavor to catalyze mean-
ingful dialogues and inspire
collective action towards
building a stronger, more in-
clusive democracy.

“Together, let us continue
to pedal towards a future
where every voice is heard,
and every vote counts.”

Reuters

We are aware of the difficulties

Ancelotti Demands Pace & Intensity From Real Madrid Against Bayern

MADRID: Manager Carlo Ance-
lotti urged Real Madrid to play
with more pace and intensity
if they want to keep alive their
hopes of securing the LaLiga-
European Cup double by beat-
ing Bayern Munich in the return
leg of their Champions League
semi-final on Wednesday.

Real wrapped up the LaLiga
title over the weekend with four
matches to spare but that has
not stopped Ancelotti from being
extremely critical of his team'’s
performance in their 2-2 draw
in the first-leg of the Champions
League semi in Germany.

He has warned his players

that they cannot afford another
sub par performance if they
want to contest the June 1 final
at Wembley Stadium.

“We need a match with inten-
sity, with pace... Looking at the

first leg, defensively we could
have done a lot more,” Ance-
lotti told a press conference on
Tuesday, insisting that his side
cannot afford to underestimate
the challenge posed by Bayern

despite the German side’s disap-
pointing domestic campaign.

Bayer Leverkusen ended Bay-
ern’s 11-year Bundesliga reign
by securing the league crown
last month but Ancelotti said the
six-times European Cup win-
ners will have extra motivation
to win the only trophy they can
still fight for this season.

“(Bayern and Real) are similar
clubs because they have a great
history and a lot of success. We
have to respect our opponents
because they did very well and
better than us in the first leg,”
Ancelotti said.

“We are very excited because
it could be another magical night
for us, but there is no optimism.

that we are going to face.”

Defender Dani Carvajal, one
of most experienced players in
Real’s changing room and win-
ner of five Champions League
titles with the Spanish giants,
admitted that they feel the fans
remain confident about their
chances of reaching the final
due to their unbeaten run in the
competition this season.

He joked that Ancelotti was
“getting more and more fear-
ful” over the years, but praised
his coach’s role in keeping the
changing room focused on win-
ning a record-extending 15th
title in Europe’s premier club
competition.
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Lara Backs India-West Indies
T20WC Final, Wants Surya At No. 3

uryakumar Yadav has to bat at number three, said

the legendary Brian Lara as he rooted for an India-
West Indies final at the T20 World Cup next month
to fix the "wrong" of 2007 when India's early exit
"killed us in the Caribbean".

"My one advice, and I don't know if you're going to
like it or not, but Sky has to bat at three. He just has
to bat at three,"” Lara said.

| Bangladesh Overcome Zimbabwe,
Clinch Series With 9-Run Win

angladesh clinched the five-match T20I series

with a nail-biting defence over Zimbabwe follow-
ing their 9-run run triumph in the third match at the
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium on Tuesday. A late
surge from Faraz Akram 34%(19) rattled Bangladesh's
nerves but they held on to their nerves to take an
unassailable 3-0 lead in the series.

Unlike the previous two games, Zimbabwe won the

toss and put Bangladesh to bat and they managed to
crawl to 165/5.

i Lunin To Start In Goal For Madrid In
Second Leg CL SF v Bayern

Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti is not taking any
chances in goal for the second leg of the Cham-
pions League semifinal against Bayern Munich on
Wednesday, keeping Andriy Lunin as the goalkeeper
despite Thibaut Courtois' return from injury last
weekend.

Ancelotti said Tuesday he will stick to the plan
of starting Lunin at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium
even though Courtois had an assured performance in
the 3-0 win over Cadiz on Saturday, which allowed
Madrid to clinch the Spanish league title.

| Chelsea's Silva Returning To
Hometown Club Fluminense

helsea centre back Thiago Silva will return to his
hometown club Fluminense in the close season,
the Brazilian Serie A side said on Tuesday.

Silva, who announced last month he would leave
Chelsea after a four-year stay at the club, began his
youth career at Rio de Janeiro-based Fluminense in
1998. He returned to Fluminense for another three-
year spell before joining AC Milan in 2009. "I'm com-
ing home," Silva said in an Instagram post

England Fans Told
To Use 'Common
Sense' At Euro 2024

Agencies

LONDON: English police said soccer fans travelling to
the Euro 2024 tournament in Germany later this year
should use their common sense about culturally sen-
sitive behaviour to avoid falling foul of German public
order laws.

Britain will send its largest ever deployment of of-
ficers to work with their German counterparts to help
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police the tournament with more than 300,000 fans ex-
pected to travel, many without tickets. The exact size of
the police deployment was not disclosed. British police,
the foreign office and supporter groups will offer guid-
ance to fans to help them avoid them breaking German
law, warning that local police could issue on-the-spot
fines and escort offenders to the nearest bank to ensure
payment.

But, the majority of fans knew what was right and
wrong, said Mark Roberts, the National Police Chiefs’
Council's Lead for Football Policing

"Let's be realistic, some of this stuff you really don't
need telling that's its going to be a criminal offence
in any normal Western democracy, so there is an ele-
ment of common sense here," Roberts said at a briefing
alongside German police in London.

"You don't really have to get your almanac out to
check the finer points of German legislation, just go and
be a good guest and have a good time."

When England played against Germany in a 2017
friendly in Dortmund, it resulted in the English Football
Association condemning the behaviour of some fans,
who were seen making Nazi salutes.




