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West Asia On The Brink Of War
As Israel Pummels Gaza, Iran Seizes Israeli Linked Ship In Hormuz

17 Indians 
Onboard 
Seized Ship

MET PREDICTS  
MORE RAINS IN J&K

Urges Farmers 
To Suspend 
Farm Operation 
Till April 16
KO Web Desk

Srinagar: Weather department 
here on Saturday urged farm-
ers to suspend farm operations 
till April 16. It predicted light to 
moderate rain and snow (over 
higher reaches) at many places.

Quoting a meteorological de-
partment official, news agency 
GNS reported that there is also 
possibility of“heavy rain/thun-
der/lightning/hailstorm and 
gusty winds”at isolated places 
from April 13-14.

He said, partly to generally 
cloudy weather with light rain/
snow (higher reaches) is expect-
ed at many places during April 
15 evening to April 16 morning.

From April 17-18, he said, gen-
erally dry weather is expected 
but there is possibility of late af-
ternoon thundershower activity 
at few places.

Partly cloudy weather with 
light rain or snow (upper reach-
es) is expected at many places 
during the evening of April 19 to 
April 20 morning.

From April 21-23, he said, 
generally dry weather is expect-
ed but afternoon | More on P6

5 Killed in  
Doda Accident
Doda: At least five persons in-
cluding a woman were killed 
while four others were injured 
in a road accident that took 
place at Khanpura, Phagsoo area 
of Thathri sub-division in Doda 
district on Saturday evening.

The accident occurred around 
07.15 PM when a Maruti Suzuki 
Eeco vehicle on its way from 
Thathri to Karhawa Phagsoo 
met with an accident.

Giving details, officials said 
that the vehicle bearing regis-
tration number JK06A-3089 met 
with an accident at Khanpura, 
resulting in the death of five per-
sons and injuries to four persons.

The five persons were declared 
brought dead at Sub-District 
Hospital (SDH) Thatri while four 
others were referred to Government 
Medical College (GMC) Doda for 
specialized treatment.

The official identified the de-
ceased as  | More on P6

MAN SLIPS FROM 
BUS, DIES

A  
man lost his life after 
he slipped from a bus in 
South Kashmir's Anantnag 

district on Saturday. Identified 
as Sabzar Ahmed Khan (35) 
son of late Muhammad Shaban 
Khan, a resident of Kapran, who 
was traveling in a government 
bus JK01Y 2540  | More on P6

SKIPPING ELECTION

'Not End of Dr Farooq's Career': Omar

Why Did Omar Abdullah Choose Baramulla?

I
n a surprising turn of events, National Conference (NC) Vice President Omar Abdullah announced his 
decision to contest the upcoming Lok Sabha elections from the Baramulla parliamentary seat instead 
of Srinagar, which has long been associated with his family. The move has left many political observers 

puzzled, but sources within the NC indicate that Omar's decision is driven by strategic political calcula-
tions. The announcement came as NC revealed its candidates for three parliamentary  | More on P6

I'm Okay, Ready  
For Polls: Mian Altaf

Mehbooba Is The  
Right Choice, Says Iltija

ECI Launches 
'KNOW YOUR 
CANDIDATE' App
JAMMU, APRIL 13: To strength-
en accountability and bring 
transparency in the ongoing Lok 
Sabha elections, the Election 
Commission of India has devel-
oped a new app titled “Know 
Your Candidate”.

The app helps citizens to 
know about the criminal ante-
cedents of candidates contest-
ing the elections.

To use the KYC app, the voters 
need to select the election type 
and AC/PC name to view the list 
of nominations or they can di-
rectly search the candidate by 
name. The app will then display 
information  | More on P6

Bournvita Removed from 
‘Health Drinks’ Category

Indian Army Marks 4 Decades  
Of Presence In Siachen Glacier

GULMARG SKI WOES

Report Reveals Lack of Infrastructure, Unreliable Operations

Agencies

Tehran: Commandos from 
Iran's elite Revolutionary 
Guard rappelled down from 
a helicopter onto an Israeli-
affiliated container ship near 

the Strait of Hormuz and seized 
the vessel Saturday, days after 
Tehran warned it could close 
the area to sea traffic.

The Middle East had braced 
for potential Iranian retaliation 
over an Israeli strike earlier 

this month on an Iranian dip-
lomatic mission in the Syrian 
capital that killed 16 people, 
including a senior general who 
once commanded its expedi-
tionary Quds Force.

The wider Israeli | More on P6

S
eventeen Indians are on board an Israeli-linked container ship that has been 
seized by the Iranian military amid heightened tensions between Iran and Israel.

Official sources said India is in touch with Iranian authorities through diplo-
matic channels, both in Tehran and in Delhi, to ensure the welfare  | More on P6

Fear, Anxiety Grip 
Kashmiri Students In Iran
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: Amid the dete-
riorating security situation 
in West Asia, New Delhi 
"advised’’ Indian nationals 
to not travel till further no-
tice to Iran and Israel- the 
two countries teetering 
on the brink of a major 
military escalation– put-
ting on hold the departure 
of thousands of Indian 
pilgrims to Iran and con-
struction workers to Israel.

This advisory has put 
hundreds of Kashmiri 
students enrolled in vari-
ous Iranian universities in 
a quandary.

Speaking to Kashmir 
Observer, students ex-
pressed their concerns 
with some preparing to 
leave the country amidst 
growing safety concerns.

“There is news of retali-
ation by Iran and war ev-
erywhere, my roommate 
is winding her belong-
ings and planning to leave 
the country for Lebanon 
which is causing fear 
among other students as 
well,” a student study-
ing in Imam Khomeini 
University in Qazvin said.

She further said that she 
is not sure whether she 
should leave or stay in Iran 
and is worried about the 
outbreak of a full-fledged 
war between arch rivals in 
the Middle East.

“My family back home 
is worried and I don’t 
know what I should do. 
My mother keeps weep-
ing all the time and is 
worried for my safety,” 
she said. In view of the es-
calating | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar: Iltija Mufti, the me-
dia advisor to PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti, has affirmed 
Mehbooba Mufti’s candi-
dacy for the upcoming elec-
tions in the Rajouri-Anantnag 
constituency.

Brushing aside BJP’s hesi-
tance to field candidates in the 
politically charged Kashmir 
Valley, Iltija Mufti launched a 
scathing critique, accusing the 
party of resorting to “black-
mailing and proxies.”

“I’m here among the peo-
ple not as Mehbooba Mufti’s 
daughter but as her worker,” 
Iltija Mufti declared, under-
lining her commitment to 
the cause. “I have conviction 
on her stand and I’m here to 
support and campaign for 
her,” she added, emphasizing 
Mehbooba Mufti’s unwaver-
ing dedication to representing 
the issues plaguing Jammu & 
Kashmir since 2019.

Addressing the BJP’s po-
litical maneuvers, Iltija Mufti 

remarked, “Now they are 
banking on their proxies.” She 
pointed out the BJP’s reluc-
tance to field candidates in the 
Kashmir Valley, suggesting a 
lack of confidence in garnering 
local support.

“Mehbooba Mufti is the 
right choice for the people of 
Rajouri-Anantnag,” Iltija Mufti 
asserted, underlining her be-
lief in Mehbooba Mufti’s abil-
ity to amplify the concerns of 
the populace. “She will raise 
the issues of the people as we 
know what’s happening in J&K 
since 2019,” she affirmed, po-
sitioning  | More on P6

Press Trust of India

Srinagar: National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah on 
Saturday said his father Farooq 
Abdullah's not contesting the 
Lok Sabha polls does not signal 
an end to his electoral career.

"With my father, I have 
learnt over time that you never 
say never, ever. So until the 
very last breath, and may God 
give him many more of them, 
do not ever write him off for 
anything," Omar told PTI.

The National Conference 
vice president was respond-
ing to a question whether the 
senior Abdullah might stage 
a comeback when assembly 
elections are held in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

In response to a question 
about his sons - Zahir and 
Zameer -- being groomed for 
active politics, the former chief 
minister said they have done 
nothing that warrants such a 

conjecture.
"As far as my sons are con-

cerned, what have they done? 
Have they made speeches, 
have they got mandates, have 
they done any  | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: National Conference 
(NC) candidate from 
Anantnag-Rajouri Lok Sabha 
seat, Mian Altaf Ahmad Larvi 
Saturday dismissed the ru-
mors and stated that he was 
ready to contest in the upcom-
ing parliamentary elections.

In a brief video, Mian Altaf 
said that he was not feeling 
good for the last couple of days 
and was advised to take rest by 
the doctors.

However, he said: “I am re-
covering now and will be con-
testing Lok Sabha polls.”

The reports earlier claimed 
that he was not contesting in 
the elections due to his deteri-
orating health. Altaf, however, 
termed the reports as base-
less stating that he was ready 
to contest the parliamentary 
elections.

“Omar Abdullah too met 
me today at my residence and 
enquired about my health 
condition. He didn't visit here 
to discuss political issues but 

enquired about my health con-
dition only,” he said.

He was responding to the 
reports wherein it was stated 
that Mian Altaf's health has de-
teriorated and has been asked 
to take rest for some weeks.

“Unfortunately, I have con-
tracted some infection and the 
doctors have advised me to 
take rest for six weeks,” Altaf 
had stated, adding that be-
cause of this, “I won’t be able 
to campaign or go out.”

NC had announced veteran 
leader Mian Altaf as their can-
didate for  | More on P6

Baisakhi Celebrated With Fervor
Srinagar: Baisakhi was on 
Saturday celebrated with re-
ligious fervor and enthusiasm 
across Kashmir.

The occasion marks the 
harvest festival in the region 
and holds significant cul-
tural importance for the Sikh 
community.

Sikhs were seen dressed 
in the traditional attire, with 
women adorned in colourful 
suits, and men in kurta-paja-
mas, adding a splash of colour 
to the festivities.

“It's a day of joy and cel-
ebration for us. Baisakhi brings 
people together, irrespective of 
their religion or background,” 

said Ramesh, a local resident.
Likewise, the main attrac-

tion of the celebration was the 
Gurdwaras, where devotees 
offered prayers and participat-
ed in devotional songs.

“It's heartwarming to see 
people coming together to 
celebrate Baisakhi. The spirit 
of unity and brotherhood 
is what makes this festival 
special,” another Sikh broth-
er said.

Pertinently, the festival not 
only marks the beginning of 
the harvesting season but also 
symbolizes the spirit of grati-
tude and togetherness among 
the people of Kashmir

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The government 
has asked all the e-commerce 
companies to remove 
drinks and beverages, in-
cluding Bournvita, from 
the health drinks cat-
egory from their portals.

"National Commission 
for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR), a statu-
tory body constituted 
under section (3) of 
the Commission of 
Protection of Child 
Rights (CPCR) Act 2005 af-
ter its inquiry under Section 

14 of CRPC Act 2005 con-
cluded that there is no 'health 
drink' defined under FSS Act 
2006, rules and regulations 

submitted by FSSAI and 
Mondelez India Food Pvt 
Ltd," the Commerce and 
Industry Ministry said 
in an advisory to all e-
commerce companies.

The order is dated 
April 10, 2024.

It said that all e-
commerce companies/
portals are advised 
to remove drinks and 

beverages, including 
Bournvita, from  | More on P6

Press Trust of India

New Delhi-The induction of 
heavy-lift helicopters and lo-
gistic drones, deployment of all-
terrain vehicles and laying of an 
extensive network of tracks are 
among a host of measures that 
have enhanced India’s combat 
prowess in Siachen, the world’s 
highest battlefield, officials said 
on Saturday.

As the Indian Army marks 
the 40th year of its presence 
on the strategically-significant 
Siachen glacier, the officials 

said there have been extensive 
improvements in the opera-
tional capabilities of the force 
due to the enhancement of 

infrastructure in the region in 
the last few years.

The Siachen glacier at the 
height of around  | More on P6

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: Nearly two months 
after a snow avalanche killed 
two Russian nationals and 
injured six others in the up-
per reaches of picturesque 
Gulmarg, a Snow Safety Officer 
appointed by the government 
has released a startling re-
port that underscores the in-
adequate infrastructure and 
preparedness to handle such 
emergencies.

The report, titled “2024 end 
of season report”, prepared by 
Brian Newman, a Snow Safety 

Officer with the government 
of J&K suggested the need of 
critical infrastructure including  

Automated Weather Station 
(AWS),  installation of a repeater 
at G4 station for wireless radio 

sets, strong internet signal at ski 
patrol office and high quality Ski 
patrol uniforms for the staffers.

The reports says that the 
2024 ski season at Gulmarg was 
cut short to two months. For 
the third consecutive Winter, 
seasonal snowfall was below 
average. Far below average. 
The entire month of January 
offered insufficient snowpack 
to open the ski area.

Similarly, in its 2023 report, 
the seasonal snowpack was 
also below average.

It says that many skiers and 
snowboarders   | More on P6
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NOTIFICATION
The Mother's name of my ward (Riza Abass ID 4535)has 
been recorded as NUZHAT in CBSE records instead of NUZHAT 
JABEEN. I Syed Kifayat Hussain Rizvi is thus seeking correction 
of the mother's name of my ward Riza Abass in CBSE records 
from NUZHAT to NUZHAT JABEEN.
It is certified that I have compiled with other legal 
requirements in this connection. Anyone having objection, if 
any, may register that with the concerned within 7 days from 
the date of publication if this notice.

Syed Kifayat Hussain Rizvi
F/O- Riza Abbas ss

NOTIFICATION
 I have applied for the issuance of Pesticides license . If any-
body has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office of the Plant Projection Officer Lal Mandi 
Srinagar within a period of seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained

Mohmad Ashraf Tantry 
S/O Ghulam Hassan Tantry 
Raipora Palhallan Pattan  fko_r

NOTIFICATION
Public Notice I have applied for the issuance of Seed license . If 
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office of the Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla  
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice. After that no objection shall be entertained

Mohmad Ashraf Tantry 
S/O Ghulam Hassan Tantry 
Raipora Palhallan Pattan  fko_r

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Lolpora) has submitted a case file 
pertaining  to Birth of  Mohsin Ali s/o Ali Mohammad Bhat R/o 
Khanpeth tehsil Singpora District Baramulla with vertified date 
of event (birth) as 21/08/2019   occurred at SDH Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko_r  Naib Tehsildar Pattan
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PUBLIC NOTICE  

I have changed my  name  from (old) 
Umrat Farooq Ahmad sharoo D/O FAROOQ 
AHMAD SHAROO R/O NAWA KADAL 
SRINAGAR  to my (New Name) UMRAT 
FAROOQ D/O FAROOQ AHMAD SHAROO 
W/O ARSHID NOOR WANI R/O NAVEED 
ABAD BYE PASS BATAMLOO SRINAGAR). 
If anybody has any objection he/she may 
contact Regional Passport Office Srinagar 
within Seven days . After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 
UMRAT FAROOQ D/O FAROOQ AHMAD 
SHAROO W/O ARSHID NOOR WANI 
R/O NAVEED ABAD BYE PASS BATAMLOO 
SRINAGAR

fko inf

inf

inf

Scholarships This Week
Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents 
scholarships available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir.

Scholarship Name 1
Ujjivan Small Finance 
Bank Transgender 
Scholarship 2024-25

Description:  Ujjivan 
Small Finance Bank Limited 
invites applications from 
transgender students who 
are currently studying in 
Classes 9 to 12 or pursuing 
UG/PG courses from any 
government/private open 
schools or open universities.

Eligibility:         Open to 
transgender students who 
are currently studying in 
Classes 9 to 12 or pursuing 
UG/PG courses from any 
government/private open 
schools or open universi-
ties. Students must have 
scored at least 50% marks in 
the previous academic year. 
Annual family income of the 
applicants must not exceed 
INR 10,00,000.

•	 Prizes & Rewards:      
Scholarship up to 
INR 40,000

•	 Last Date to Apply:    
30-04-2024

•	 Application mode:      
Online applications 
only

•	 Short Url:        www.

b4s.in/observer/
USFB1

Scholarship Name 2
University of Kent India 
Women in Leadership 
Scholarship 2024

Description:  Univer-
sity of Kent India Women 
in Leadership Scholarship 
2024 is an opportunity of-
fered by the University of 
Kent to female applicants 
who have received a con-
ditional offer to pursue a 
postgraduate course at the 
university.

Eligibility:       Open for 
female students from and 
domiciled in India. Appli-

cants must have received a 
conditional or uncondition-
al offer for a full-time taught 
master's degree programme 
by the deadline.

•	 Prizes & Rewards:      
50% of the tuition 
fees for one year of 
study

•	 Last Date to Apply:    
24-05-2024

•	 Application mode:      
Online applications 
only

•	 Short Url:        www.
b4s.in/observer/
LPUK1

Scholarship Name 
Sitaram Jindal Foundation 
Scholarship Scheme 2024

Description:  Sitaram 
Jindal Foundation Schol-
arship Scheme 2024 is an 
initiative by the Sitaram 
Jindal Foundation (NGO), 
for students from Class 11 
to the postgraduate level. It 
aims to provide financial as-
sistance to underprivileged 
students pursuing various 
degree/diploma courses.

Eligibility:       Open to 
students currently enrolled 
in Class 11, 12, ITI, diploma, 
undergraduate, or post-
graduate degree programs. 
Applicants must have met 
the minimum percentage 
requirement in their previ-
ous qualifying exam.

•	 Prizes & Rewards:      
Up to �3,200 per 
month

•	 Last Date to Apply:    
Round The Year

•	 Application mode:      
By post to: The 
Trustee, Sitaram 
Jindal Foundation, 
Jindal Nagar, Tum-
kur Road, Benga-
luru - 560073

•	 Short Url: www.b4s.
in/observer/SJS2

Overwhelmed By The News? 
Try Compassion Training

360info.org

C
ontinuous bad news is causing 
people to disengage. Compas-
sion may hold the key to stay-
ing informed and trying to fix 

our troubled world.
War, famine, and poverty are on 

the rise. Hearing about it every single 
day at home, online and on your phone 
is enough to make you want to hide. 
And many have.

The rate of people actively avoid-
ing the news at least part of the time is 
skyrocketing. A report by the Reuters 
institute found around 36 percent of 
people believed that interacting with 
the news lowered their mood.

Cost of living, dangerous diets, a 
climate crisis, generational divides 
all day, all night, all forced into your 
brain. The sheer scale of media present 
in our pockets is causing an overload 
of information, intended to evoke an 
emotional response.

It is having a numbing effect on 
the way we see the world and what is-
sues we care about.

Brain imaging research tells us 
there is a limit to the amount of empa-
thy humans can deal with.

Empathy allows us to "feel" other 
people's emotions and is an important 
social skill, but it has a downside.

In many cases, feeling others' pain 
so acutely, so often can lead to "em-
pathic distress".

Empathic distress is when a per-
son who witnesses other people's 
suffering wants to avoid or withdraw 

from the situation.
A key brain imaging study showed 

that when people were shown footage 
from news or documentaries of people 
suffering, it triggered pain networks in 
their brain.

It is a very human response, per-
formed by your empathy for pain net-
work. The empathy for pain network 
appears to be a basic inbuilt mecha-
nism. Caregivers have to recognise 
when their offspring are in pain and 
attempt to help, otherwise the species 
would not survive.

A range of studies have indicated 
that empathy for another's pain can 
trigger the same networks involved in 
experiencing pain yourself.

Interestingly, one avenue for pro-
tecting against empathic distress is 
compassion. Compassion is a con-
cerned response to another's suffering 
combined with a desire to alleviate the 
other's suffering.

Compassion moves beyond em-
pathy's feeling focus and is more ac-
tion oriented, focusing on what can be 
done to alleviate the other's suffering. 
Compassion is asking oneself "What is 
the most constructive thing I can do 
for the other?".

A growing body of researchers 
are suggesting the widely used term 
compassion fatigue' should actually be 
called empathic distress fatigue'.

Brain imaging research shows 
compassion and empathy have dif-
ferent neural networks. Compassion 
involves feelings of warmth, concern, 
caring and motivates prosocial actions 

and behaviour.
A landmark 2014 study showed 

that compassion reversed the nega-
tive effects of empathic distress and 
strengthened positive affect and brain 
networks linked to affiliation and re-
ward. Compassion training may be an 
important technique to overcome em-
pathic distress and reduce burnout.

Around the world, there is grow-
ing interest in compassion training for 
professions that are regularly exposed 
to the suffering of others, for example 
journalists, healthcare workers, teach-
ers and law enforcement.

A shift from empathy to compas-
sion may be useful for anyone to man-
age exposure to news stories where 
others are suffering. At the very least, 
compassion is a positive mind state that 
potentially motivates prosocial action.

Wishing to avoid exposure to the 
suffering of others is understandable. 
But in practice it is difficult to achieve.

Humans are vulnerable to sick-
ness, injury, accidents and other forms 
of suffering. Avoiding thinking about 
the suffering of others means one may 
be ill equipped if presented with a real 
crisis requiring action.

Some people have stopped read-
ing the news altogether as they find it 
leads to feelings of hopelessness, help-
lessness and a general negative feeling 
of human nature. It is important to re-
member that news headlines present 
a restricted range of human behaviour. 
The negativity bias means we pay 
more attention to negative news than 
positive news.

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 

Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. Printers, 
Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, Security 
System and Refilling of all Types of Cartridges, 
Toners Registered Government order Suppliers.

r r
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 4 : 34

ZUHR 12:32

ASR 5: 11

Magrib 7:04

ISHA 8: 29

HIJRI 

CALENDAR
05   Shawal

1445

This Day In History

•	 193 - Lucius Septimus Severus crowned Emperor 
of Rome 

•	 754 - Pact of Quierzy: between Pope Stephen II, 
[III] & Pippin the Korte 

•	 966 - Christianisation of Poland 
•	 972 - Notger becomes bishop of Liege 
•	 979 - Challenge to throne of King Aethelred II of 

England 
•	 1028 - German emperor Conrad II the Sailor crowns 

his son Henry III, king 
•	 1191 - 85-year old Giacinto Bobo becomes Pope 

Coelestinus III 
•	 1341 - Sack of Saluzzo (Italy) by Italian-Angevine 

troops under Manfred V of Saluzzo. 
•	 1434 The foundation stone of Cathedral St. Peter 

and St. Paul in Nantes, France is laid 
•	 1471 Wars of the Roses: Battle of Barnet - Yorkists 

defeat the Lancastrians and kill the Earl of 
Warwick 

•	 1699- Khalsa: Birth of Khalsa, the brotherhood of 
the Sikh religion, in Northern India in accordance 
with the Nanakshahi calendar. 

•	 1792 - France declares war on Austria, starting 
French Revolutionary Wars 

•	 1919 -Following Gandhi’s nonviolent methods, 
Muslim and Hindu protest British rule; British 
troops fire on the crowds, killing 400 

•	 1940 - Allied troops land in Norway 
•	 1944- Freighter “Fort Stikene” explodes in 

Bombay India, killing 1,376 
•	 1945 - WWII: US 7th Army & allies forces capture 

Nuremberg & Stuttgart in Ger-many 
•	 1967 - In the Vietnam War, US planes bombed 

Haiphong for 1st time 
•	 1971 - President Nixon ends blockade against 

People’s Republic of China 

From KO Archives

Rail Comes To 
Udhampur Finally
54.85 Kilometers In 22 Years, Now 
Only 236.15 Kilometers To Go

Observer News Service

U
dhampur – Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh Wednesday flagged off a train ser-
vice between Jammu and Udhampur 
promising that it would go right up to Sri-

nagar and Baramulla by 2007.,
The foundation stone of the rail link from Ud-

hampur housing the Army's Northern Command, 
was laid by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
in 1983.

The train "piercing the heights of the Pir Panjal 
mountains and taming nature's fury is a challenge 
that engineers have accepted" he said.

The launch of the 'Uttar Samparak. Kranti Ex-
press' brought the prime minister to the state for his 
second visit in six days. The first was six days ago to 
flag off Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service.

The rail track passes through mountainous ter-
rain with 20 per cent of the track going tunnels in-
cluding an over 2.5-km long one that is considered 
longest in the country.

The 54.85-km broad gauge railway line, an engi-
neering marvel with 158 bridges and 20 tunnels was 
built at a cost of Rs 515 crore.

The prime minister said the train link has led 
to hopes of the train running right up to the valley.

"The train will run from Udhampur to Katra, Qa-
zigund, Srinagar and Baramulla by '2007. We have 
earmarked Rs 1000 (Rs.10 billion) for this." the prime 
minister said, with the fervent hope that the service 
would help build a stronger relationship between 
the people of the "state and the rest of the country.

  (Kashmir Observer, 14 April, 2005)

Srinagar LS Constituency Recorded 
Lowest Turnout In Past: DC Srinagar
Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Claiming that 
the Srinagar Lok-Sabha 
constituency had record-
ed the lowest voter turn-
out up until 2019, Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-
Din Bhat, said on Satur-
day that over two lakh 
voters were included in 
the final electoral roll 
and that a significant 
number of people are ex-
pected to cast their ballot 
in the upcoming elec-
tions in Srinagar.

DC Srinagar was 
speaking to the media 
at Lal Chowk during a 
public awareness pro-
gram held as part of 
the Systematic Voters' 
Education and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP), 
Election Commission of 
India's (ECI) flagship pro-
gram for voter education.

Incorporating more 
than two lakh new vot-
ers into the election reg-
ister, according to DC 
Srinagar, will stimulate 
a large turnout for demo-
cratic process.

Educating people of 
the significance of voting 
in the electoral process 
is the objective of orga-
nizing SVEEP programs, 

which he said would con-
tinue till the Union Terri-
tory goes for polls.

“Srinagar has in 
the past recorded low-
est turnout of voters 
and organizing SVEEP 
programs under the ae-
gis of ECI are aimed at 
educating people of the 
significance of voting. 
We anticipate a large 
turnout of voters in the 
upcoming elections as 
more than two lakh new 
voters have been added 
to the final electoral roll 
in Srinagar,” he added.

DC Srinagar urged 
the first time voters to 
come out in large num-
bers to exercise their 
franchise on the day of 
polling in Srinagar so 
that others are encour-
aged to participate in the 
democratic process.

“The UT government 
has been making every 
effort to motivate voters, 
which is why SVEEP pro-
grams are organized,” DC 
Srinagar said.

He said that a sur-
prising number of peo-
ple including students 
showed up for the pro-
gram at historic Lal 
Chowk, indicating their 
seriousness about taking 
part in the elections.

Leopard Sighted In 
Malabagh, Wildlife 
Department Mobilize Teams

Nukkad Natak Held At 
Lal Chowk To Promote 
Voter Participation

S
rinagar: With a 
view to promote 
voters participa-
tion in upcom-

ing Lok Sabha Elections 
2024, a spirited Nukkad 
Natak performance took 
centre stage at Ghanta 
Ghar, Lal Chowk here 
on Saturday.

District Election 
Officer (DEO) Sri-
nagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat, who is 
also the Returning 
Officer (RO) for 02-Sri-
nagar Parliamentary 
Constituency joined 
the vibrant Voter 
Awareness program 
organized by District 
Election Authority at 
the historic Ghanta Ghar 
under Systematic Voters’ 
Education and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP).

On the occasion, a 
group of local artists pre-
sented theme-based Nuk-
kad Natak on SVEEP. 
While a large number of 
School Students, Youth 
and Citizens participated 
in the Electoral Aware-
ness program.

Speaking on the 
occasion, the District 
Election Officer (DEO), 
Srinagar said that the 
aim of the program was 
to enhance understand-
ing of voting-related 

processes and promote 
electoral literacy, espe-
cially among first-time 
voters, preparing them 
for upcoming Lok Sab-
ha Elections 2024.

The DEO stressed 
that the initiative reso-
nates the commitment 
of the District Adminis-
tration Srinagar to in-
spire the young voters 
towards the electoral 
process and strength-
ening democratic setup 
to empower citizens.

The DEO urged 
Students to carry for-
ward the message to 
their family, relatives 
and community by un-
derscoring the signifi-
cance of their participa-
tion in nation-building 
through elections. 
He said that a well-
informed electorate is 
fundamental to ensur-
ing a vibrant and repre-
sentative democracy.

He added that 
SVEEP’s primary goal 
is to build a truly par-
ticipative democracy 
by encouraging all eli-
gible citizens to vote.

During the Electoral 
Awareness program Sig-
nature campaign was 
also conducted in which 
all the participants ac-
tively participated.

Agencies

Srinagar: After the re-
ports of leopard sightings 
at Rangpora, Elahibagh 
areas of the city surfaced 
on social media, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir wildlife 
department has confirmed 
the presence of animals in 
the area on Saturday.

A senior wildlife of-
ficial informed that they 
have received “video evi-
dence” about the presence 
of a leopard from Malaba-
gh area.

“People must be care-
ful now onwards, children 
should not be allowed to 
move out especially dur-
ing morning and evening 
hours and during the Fa-
jar and Esha prayers, the 
people should go in groups 
with sufficient lights”, the 
official warned.

The official added 
that they have dispatched 
their teams and are going 

to install cages at multiple 
locations in the area and 
will also carry out the 
drone survey in the entire 
area. “Teams have been 
deputed and cages are be-
ing installed at Ahmed-
nagar, Rangpora and 
Malabagh area and our 
department's vehicles are 
patrolling and sensitizing 
the area,” he said.

The official added that 
there is a high possibility 
that there can be only one 
leopard roaming in the 
area, stating that the ani-
mal roams in the territory 
within a radius of 20 Km.

Meanwhile, residents 
of these areas are in panic 
and they have restrained 
themselves and their chil-
dren from venturing out 
in the area, while several 
shopkeepers, as per the 
KNO, have closed down 
their shops in fear of be-
ing getting attacked by 
the leopard—(KNO)

Apni Party Holds 
Preparatory Meetings For 
LS Elections In Srinagar
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir Apni Party on 
Saturday held a prepara-
tory meeting for the up-
coming Lok Sabha (LS) 
polls in the Srinagar con-
stituency.

The meeting, chaired 
by Mohammad Dilawar 
Mir, the Chairman of the 
party's Parliamentary Af-
fairs Committee (PAC), 
was held at the party 
headquarters in Srinagar.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mohammad Dilawar 
Mir urged the leaders and 
senior workers to remain 
fully active during the 
poll campaign days to en-
sure people are well aware 
of the party's pro-people 
agenda and policies.

He stated, "This is the 
time for us to stay active 
and deeply connected to 
the people to present our 
vision, agenda, and poli-
cies for a brighter future 
for Jammu and Kashmir."

He added, "Apni Party 
has emerged as a credible po-
litical alternative, and people 
fully trust our unambiguous 
agenda for peace, prosperity, 
and development in Jammu 
and Kashmir."

Among the prominent 
party leaders who were 
present on the occasion 
including the party’s Gen-
eral Secretary Rafi Ahmad 

Mir, Provincial President 
Mohammad Ashraf Mir, 
who is the party’s can-
didate for the Srinagar 
constituency, Former 
Legislator and spokesper-
son Yawar Dilawar Mir, 
Provincial Vice President 
Kashmir Muzaffar Riz-
wi, Chief Spokesperson, 
State Secretary and Dis-
trict President Budgam 
Muntazir Mohiuddin, 
Media Advisor Farooq 
Andrabi, Chairman DDC 
Srinagar and Provincial 
Secretary Malik Aftab,  
State Convener and in-
charge of Ganderbal dis-
trict Haji Parvez Ahmad, 
Provincial President for 
the party’s Women Wing 
Dilshada Shaheen, the in-
charges of all the assem-
bly constituencies in Sri-
nagar, and senior workers.

This is the 
time for us 

to stay active and 
deeply connected 
to the people to 
present our vision, 
agenda, and policies 
for a brighter future 
for Jammu and 
Kashmir

The UT government has been 
making every effort to motivate 
voters, which is why SVEEP programs 
are organized

Mustard Registers 250% Increase In 
Area Coverage In Kashmir

IGP Kashmir Greets 
People On Baisakhi

S
rinagar: Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Kashmir Vidhi Kumar Birdi 
Saturday greeted the people on the 

occasion of Baisakhi.
The Kashmir Zone Police (KZP) in a 

post on X said, “IGP Kashmir greets the 
people of the valley on the auspicious oc-
casion of Baisakhi.”

This occasion may bring harmony, 
brotherhood, peace, progress and growth 
for all, added KZP in the post.

Baisakhi, a spring harvest festival 
and an important festivity in Sikh com-
munity, is primarily celebrated in differ-
ent parts of Punjab and Northern India.

DC Srinagar Greets Sikhs 
On Baisakhi

S
rinagar: The Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat today paid a visit to Gu-

rudwara Chatti Padshahi in Rainawari to 
extend warm greetings to the Sikh frater-
nity on the occasion of Baisakhi.

On the occasion, the Deputy Com-
missioner was accompanied by senior 
functionaries of the Gurudwara Pra-
bandhak Committee.

While extending warm greetings 
on the occasion, the DC expressed hope 
that this day would contribute towards 
strengthening brotherhood, unity, har-
mony and would be a harbinger of peace, 
progress and prosperity in J&K.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The mustard crop 
has registered a staggering 
increase of over 250 per-
cent in the area coverage 
and emerged as a beacon of 
hope, steering the Kashmir 
Valley towards transform-
ing livelihoods, fostering 
economic growth and reduc-
ing dependency on imports.

Official documents re-
vealed remarkable achieve-
ment of the Department 
of Agriculture, Kashmir, 
which has expanded the 
area under oil seeds culti-
vation from 40,000 hectares 
in 2020-21 to an impressive 
140,000 hectares in 2023-
24, marking a phenomenal 
growth of over 250 percent.

"This isn't just about 
numbers; it's about trans-
forming livelihoods, foster-
ing economic growth, and 
reducing dependency on im-
ports," the document reads, 
adding, "A production of 
over 133,000 metric tons of 
oilseeds has translated to 
44,000 metric tons of edible 
oils, signifying a monumen-
tal leap towards self-reli-

ance. With the value of oil 
estimated at over 770 crores, 
we are not just cultivating 
crops; we are nurturing a 
future of prosperity."

The document reveals, 
"Before 2021-22 we were con-
fronting an edible oil deficit 
of 96% where the require-
ment was 98,550 MT and its 
availability was at 36,000 
MT when we had to cater to 
a population of 85 lakh and 
a floating population (tour-
ists) of 5 lakh, but the situ-
ation has turned on its head 
since 2021-22 to 2023-24."

Ghulam Mohammad 
Bhat, a farmer in Kulgam, 
said, 'With the diligent ef-
forts of the Agriculture De-
partment, we anticipate a 
bountiful mustard harvest 

in the valley this year, pav-
ing the way for a significant 
increase in our income."

He said mustard plays an 
important role in our lives, 
from oil to various other 
products. "With its versatil-
ity, we produce a variety of 
items from it. The infiltration 
is high this time, so it is better 
to sow mustard to avoid pur-
chasing expensive oil from 
the market," he said.

Director Agriculture 
Kashmir, Mohammad Iqbal 
Choudhary said mustard 
cultivation has shown "too 
much increase" in a couple 
of years. "We are always 
ready to assist the farmer 
community as our depart-
ment is committed to help-
ing the farmers," he said.
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How Did the MPs from 

J&K Fare in Parliament?

T
his article will analyse how 
the Members of Parliament 
from the Jammu and Kashmir 
fared in the 17th Lok Sabha. 

We use data from PRS Legislative 
Research on attendance, questions 
asked, and participation in debates to 
analyse the performance of the MPs. 
For the 17th Lok Sabha, the national 
average attendance was 79%, the num-
ber of questions asked by an MP on 
an average was 210 and the number of 
debates that an MP participated in on 
average was 47.

All three MPs representing con-
stituencies in the Kashmir Division 
belonged to Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference (JKNC) while 
all the MPs representing the two con-
stituencies of the Jammu Division be-
longed to the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). 

Mohammad Akbar Lone

Mohammad Akbar Lone, repre-
senting Baramulla constituency has 
a 41% attendance in 17th Lok Sabha. 
He has asked 5 questions and partici-
pated in 6 debates during the entire 5 
years of 17th Lok Sabha. However, all 
questions asked/answered happened 
within a span of 10 days- from 2 March 
2020 to 12 March 2020. Apart from this, 
Lone missed all 5 sessions, including 
a special session and two budget ses-
sions, starting winter session 2023. 

However, to his credit, Akbar 
Lone's attendance was much better 
than his predecessor Muzaffar Hus-
sain Baig of PDP who represented 
Baramulla constituency in the 16th 
Lok Sabha. Baig had 11% attendance, 
asked 19 questions and participated in 
3 debates. This time Baig is likely to 
contest as an independent candidate 
from either Baramulla or Anantnag-
Rajouri constituency.

Farooq Abdullah, Srinagar

Farooq Abdullah, representing the 
Srinagar constituency has 61% atten-
dance in 17th Lok Sabha. He asked 11 
questions and participated 11 debates. 
Similar to Mohammad Akbar Lone, 
Abdullah asked all questions within a 
span of 10 days from 8 July 2019 to 18 
July 2019.

Two of the questions Abdullah 
asked during his current term were 
repeats from his last term and had al-
ready been asked in December 2018. 
One of these questions was asked 
thrice within a span of 7 months.

Hasnain Masoodi, Anantnag

The only MP who stands out from 
the Kashmir Division is first-timer 
Hasnain Masoodi, representing the 
erstwhile Anantnag constituency. He 
has 85% attendance, asked 73 ques-
tions and participated in 126 debates. 
He is the only MP from Kashmir divi-
sion whose attendance as well as par-
ticipation in debates was above the 
national average.

Jugal Kishore, Jammu

BJP's Jugal Kishore, representing 
Jammu constituency has 88% atten-
dance, asked 310 questions and partici-
pated in 63 debates. Even though he 
belongs to the ruling party, he asked 
the most questions of all the MPS from 
Jammu and Kashmir.

For the 5th MP, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
representing the Udhampur constitu-
ency, data is not available as he is a 
Minister of State.

Why Does it Matter?

Since 2019, when Jammu and 
Kashmir was made into a Union Ter-
ritory, the Parliament had to contend 
with every aspect of its governance. 

All the budgets for the UT were pre-
sented within the hallowed halls of 
Parliament. Additionally, the intro-
duction of four new languages as the 
UT’s official languages, while strip-
ping Urdu of its sole official recogni-
tion, underscored a period of profound 
change. In this tumultuous era, sever-
al bills were tabled, aiming to extend 
the reach of reservation to encompass 
more communities and to provide res-
ervation for OBCs in local body elec-
tions. The dichotomous nature of the 
times endured by Jammu and Kash-
mir resonates with Charles Dickens' 
profound words from A Tale of Two 
Cities: 'It was the best of times, it was 
the worst of times,' 'it was the season 
of Light, it was the season of Dark-
ness, it was the spring of hope, it was 
the winter of despair.' Moreover, Dick-
ens' insight is particularly apt when 
reflecting on how 'some of its noisiest 
authorities insisted on its being re-
ceived, for good or for evil, in the su-
perlative degree of comparison only.' 
Indeed, amidst the complex realities 
of governance and societal change, 
there existed a tendency among influ-
ential voices to view developments in 
the extreme, without nuance or con-

sideration of the multifaceted chal-
lenges faced by the region. In this con-
text, it held significant importance 
whether the Members of Parliament 
(MPs) from Jammu and Kashmir at-
tended parliament, asked questions, 
and participated in debates.

Moreover, MPs serve as elected 
representatives entrusted by citizens 
to voice concerns, address issues, and 
legislate on their behalf. Regular at-
tendance in Parliament is essential 
for fulfilling their duty of effectively 
representing constituents' interests. 
Additionally, as the three MPs from 
JKNC were in opposition, they had a 
critical role in overseeing the govern-
ment, holding it accountable through 
questioning and debates.

As the Lok Sabha elections ap-
proach, voters should take into con-
sideration the candidates' parliamen-
tary performance and utilize their 
voting power effectively to compel 
politicians to shed complacency.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

W
ith India staring at another gen-
eral election, the establishment of a 
Ministry of AI is not just a matter of 
economic leverage but a strategic im-

perative for national security in the face of tech-
nological warfare. The urgency is clear - without 
it, we risk falling behind in the global tech race 
and letting our demographic advantage slip into 
economic liability. 

As McKinsey outlines, India's journey toward 
a $30 trillion economy by 2047 hinges on harness-
ing artificial intelligence (AI). The Ministry of AI 
would spearhead initiatives to integrate AI in vital 
economic sectors, oversee AI-driven projects that 
directly contribute to the GDP, and collaborate in-
ternationally to maintain a competitive edge.

However, failing to engage in this AI revolu-
tion could turn our demographic advantage into 
a severe economic strain. Look at the UAE. In 
2017, they set a global precedent by appointing 
the world's first AI minister, Omar Al Olama. 
That decision was a clear sign of embracing the 
AI era head-on.

Why can't India, with its wealth of tech talent 
and burgeoning AI potential, take a similar leap? 

Many experts who believe in India's potential 
to become an economic superpower and self-re-
liant nation express urgency.  "So, the AI minis-
try would allow us to respond faster, given that a 
new economic value of $15.7tn will be generated 
by 2030. Otherwise, just like we are paying in dol-
lars for oil, we will also be paying for artificial 
brains in the future," Umakant Soni, chairman of 
AIfoundry and co-founder of ARTPARK (AI & Ro-
botics Technology Park), told me recently. 

Daily Encounters With AI

Unlike the Industrial Revolution, which un-
folded over centuries, or the digital revolution, 
where we had a few decades to adapt, the AI revo-
lution is racing at an unprecedented pace, deeply 
impacting every aspect of society and economy.

On a recent train journey, as we passed by Ma-
harashtra's Sangli station, I was struck by a con-
versation that floated from the berth across mine. 
A young student talked of Chitale Dairy-Pune's 

pride-and their pioneering RFID tags. "Imagine," 
he said, "once AI steps in, they'll probably guess 
our shopping list before we even make it." 

Earlier this week, at a Delhi cafe, I overheard 
a pair of insurance agents grappling with the fu-
ture. "AI could streamline routine claims, leaving 
us to tackle the big fish," one said with a furrowed 
brow, reaching out for his chai. "I need to find an 
AI course," he said, accepting that the rules of 
their game were changing.

These real-life glimpses into AI's impact high-
light the need for the Ministry to foster AI literacy 
through public campaigns and develop targeted 
training programs, ensuring that all sectors can 
adapt to AI advancements. Additionally, the Min-
istry could implement regulatory frameworks to 
ensure AI's ethical integration into industries 
like retail and insurance, safeguarding jobs while 
enhancing efficiency. It would also be responsible 
for setting fair AI guidelines, ensuring that AI is 
not used in a way that exacerbates existing in-
equalities, thereby addressing concerns about the 
social impact of AI.

Imagine a Ministry of AI in India as the cen-
tral nerve for:

•	 AI for Good: Applying AI to solve social 
challenges, from health to environment

•	 Digital Diplomacy: Shaping global AI pol-
icies to protect India's interests

•	 Advanced Manufacturing: Leveraging AI 
to boost production efficiency and com-
petitiveness

•	 Jobs and Regulation: Creating new tech 
jobs and setting fair AI guidelines

"A Supermarket of Problems"

Adam Smith talked about how scarce labour 
can drive up wages, sparking innovation. Today, 
as AI reshapes economies, there's a similar shift. 

Developed countries, facing slow GDP growth 
and ageing populations, are embracing AI for pro-
ductivity. India's situation is different. Our chal-
lenge? Transforming our large, youthful work-
force into a skilled, AI-ready group. This is where 
a dedicated Ministry of AI becomes crucial. 

India's unique challenge and opportunity lies 
in its population. With over 1.4 billion people, In-
dia has the potential to build the world's largest 
AI-enabled workforce, particularly among the 900 
million youth in the 15-64 age group.  However, for 
AI to be effective and ethical, it must be safe and 
fair, tailored to India's diverse needs. This can 
only be achieved through widespread AI adoption 
and alignment, driven by feedback from this vast 
population, ensuring that AI systems are devel-
oped in a way that is inclusive and representative 
of India's social and cultural diversity.

"India has enough AI talent and data (it may 
not be in the most usable form right now), and crit-
ically, it offers almost a supermarket of problems 
(from healthcare access to financial inclusion 
to educating 300 million school kids to climate 
change) for the world to solve," says Umakant. 

India's position in the global AI race is a para-
dox of potential. The visual below from a study 
published in the Harvard Business Review (HBR) 
highlights India as a significant dark circle, indi-

cating not just the rapid growth of data but also 
the challenges of harnessing this vast resource 
effectively. The study uses a 'TRAIN' (top-ranked 
AI nations) index to evaluate where 25 leading AI 
creator countries stand in the race for leadership. 

Going Beyond Just Potential

By establishing a Ministry of AI, India could 
strategically navigate these challenges, trans-
forming its vast data reserves into a powerhouse 
for innovation and economic growth. The data is 
there, but without proper governance to channel 
it, potential remains just that-potential.

"With strengths across many dimensions, In-
dia is the one with greatest upward potential. It 
has the largest volume of mobile data consump-
tion and is expected to top the world in data con-
sumption by 2028. It already processes more digi-
tal payments than any other country in the world 
and has the third-largest AI talent pool. While it 
places restrictions on access to data, its AI regu-
lation rules are still fluid," Bhaskar Chakravorti, 
Ajay Bhalla, and Ravi Shankar Chaturvedi said in 
their 2023 HBR article titled 'Charting the Emerg-
ing Geography of AI'.

"We need to create a large domestic capital 
pool focused on AI by creating a large public-
private $10 billion fund of funds focused on AI 
so that young entrepreneurs can go behind the 
problems in India." Umakant added that given 
the diversity of data in India, solutions built in 
India will be robust, safe, and equally applicable 
in Southeast Asia, the Middle East, the European 
Union, and the US. 

The message is clear: India's vast human re-
sources could become a burden if they are not AI-
ready. With an AI Ministry, India can harness the 
tech not just for productivity but to redefine the 
country's work, innovation and growth journey. 

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 

own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer. The article was origi-

nally published by NDTV.com 

Why India Needs A 
'Ministry Of AI'

Pankaj Mishra

The dichotomous 
nature of the 
times endured by 
Jammu and Kashmir 
resonates with 
Charles Dickens' 
profound words 
from A Tale of Two 
Cities: 'It was the 
best of times, it was 
the worst of times,' 
'it was the season 
of Light, it was the 
season of Darkness, 
it was the spring 
of hope, it was the 
winter of despair.' 

Nasheem Ashraf & Haris Rashid
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T
o make the most of this avian adventure, 

essential items include securing a 

knowledgeable guide, a trusty pair of 

binoculars, and starting a journal to record 

sightings. Joining a bird watching club can 

enhance the experience, while setting up bird 

feeders can attract more species to observe

Think
Opinion   Analysis  Essays

Exploring Patandoban: Kashmir's Premier 
Birdwatching Retreat in Hirpora Wildlife Sanctuary

Rameez Rasool Mir

P
atandoban is a famous bird-
watching meadow located 
in the heart of Hirpora 

Wildlife Sanctuary, which is 15 
kilometres away from the main 
town of Shopian. The sanctu-
ary is renowned for its beautiful 
landscape and historical signifi-
cance, featuring attractions such 
as Renuire, Zaznar, Mughal Sa-
rai, and Pir Ki Gali. Patandoban, 
nestled within the sanctuary, is 
a delightful meadow easily ac-
cessible to people of all ages, 
including the young, elderly, and 
children.

This meadow is adorned with 
beautiful birds, attracting bird-
watchers from across the val-
ley who are familiar with its 
charm. In Kashmir, Patandoban 
is known as a popular spot for 
birdwatchers. Many YouTubers 
have also enjoyed its beauty, cre-
ating stunning vlogs. The area is 
characterized by dense forests 
and lush grass, further enhanc-
ing its appeal.

This meadow is a wonder-
ful area, with lush greenery 
and moderate temperatures. It 
is rich in flora and fauna. I saw 
many people visiting this place 
with their families. During vaca-
tions, everyone who is aware of 
this place enjoys the beautiful 
scenery and also engages in bird 
watching. This place is very near 
to Aalo Pathri, which has a good 
variety of potatoes, including 
the famous Hirpora Red Potato. 
During your stay, you can enjoy 
the different sites of the Hirpora 
Wildlife Sanctuary. The Mughal 
Road is visible from Patando-
ban, and many other places can 
be easily seen from here. Many 
tourists from Kashmir and all 

over India who have a passion 
for bird watching visit this place 
every year. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Patandoban, nestled within 
the Hirpora Wildlife Sanctuary, 
has gained widespread recogni-
tion as a premier bird watching 
destination. Despite its populari-
ty, the origin of its name remains 
shrouded in mystery. Surround-
ed by the Gujjar community 
from Chenab Valley, Patandoban 
is not just a scenic retreat but 
also a hub of dairy production, 
contributing significantly to the 
Hirpora market. Its allure ex-
tends beyond its natural beauty, 
drawing eminent personalities 
like Vivek Menon and avid bird-
watchers from diverse corners of 
the globe.

DIVERSE AVIAN LIFE IN PATANDOBAN 

SANCTUARY

Patandoban Sanctuary boasts 
an exceptional variety of avian 
species, enriching its natural al-
lure and distinguishing it from 
other locales. Home to approxi-
mately 130 bird species, includ-
ing notable sightings such as 
the Himalayan bluetail, Spotted 
forktail, Western Tragopan, Rock 
bunting, Rufous-breasted accen-
tor, Himalayan woodpecker, blue 
rock thrush, White-capped red-
start, Himalayan griffon, common 
stonechat, red-billed blue mag-
pie, and grey wagtail, this sanctu-
ary offers a captivating haven for 
bird enthusiasts and nature lov-
ers alike. The presence of such a 
diverse array of birds underscores 
the significance of Patandoban as 
a sanctuary of ecological impor-
tance, further emphasizing the 
need for its preservation and con-
servation efforts.

TIPS FOR BIRD WATCHING IN PATAN-

DOBAN

For those eager to explore the 
wonders of bird watching in Pa-
tandoban, where winter presents 
a challenge with high snowfall, 
there's still much to anticipate 
during the rest of the year. To 
make the most of this avian ad-
venture, essential items include 
securing a knowledgeable guide, 
a trusty pair of binoculars, and 
starting a journal to record sight-
ings. Joining a bird watching club 

can enhance the experience, 
while setting up bird feeders can 

attract more species to observe. 
Continuous learning through 

reading about birds and planning 
birding trips ensures a fulfilling 
journey. Remember, patience is 
paramount in this pursuit—em-
brace the process and relish every 
moment of avian discovery. 

CONSERVATION EFFORTS

Patandoban is a pristine haven, 
boasting immaculate surround-
ings and an absence of pollu-
tion. It stands as a true blessing 
for all who encounter its natural 
beauty. Preserving this sanctuary 
is paramount, and concerted ef-
forts must be made to conserve 
its pristine state. Embracing eco-
tourism emerges as a crucial 
need for Patandoban, ensuring 
that its splendor remains un-
touched by harmful practices. 
Let us unite in our commitment 
to safeguard this gem for future 
generations to cherish and enjoy.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Patandoban 
within the Hirpora Wildlife 
Sanctuary stands as a haven for 
nature enthusiasts and bird-
watchers alike. Its rich avian di-
versity, coupled with its serene 
landscapes, offers an unforget-
table experience for visitors of 
all ages. As we revel in its beauty, 
let us also pledge to preserve and 
protect this sanctuary, ensuring 
its splendor remains intact for 
generations to come. Embracing 
eco-tourism and supporting con-
servation efforts will secure the 
future of this hidden gem, allow-
ing it to continue enchanting and 
inspiring all who venture into its 
embrace.

Rameez Rasool Mir  is a social 
worker, poet and nature 
enthusiast. He can reached at 
rameezmasw@gmail.com

Do Optimists Really Live Longer? 
Here’s What The Research Says

Fuschia Sirois

D
o you tend to see the 
glass as half full, rather 
than half empty? Are 

you always looking on the 
bright side of life? If so, you 
may be surprised to learn that 
this tendency could actually 
be good for your health.

A number of studies have 
shown that optimists enjoy 
higher levels of wellbeing, 
better sleep, lower stress and 
even better cardiovascular 
health and immune function. 
And now, a recent study has 
shown that being an optimist 
is linked to longer life.

To conduct their study, re-
searchers tracked the lifespan 
of nearly 160,000 women aged 
between 50 to 79 for a period 
of 26 years. At the beginning 
of the study, the women com-
pleted a self-report measure 
of optimism. Women with the 
highest scores on the measure 
were categorised as optimists. 
Those with the lowest scores 
were considered pessimists.

Then, in 2019, the research-
ers followed up with the par-
ticipants who were still living. 
They also looked at the lifes-
pan of participants who had 
died. What they found was 
that those who had the highest 
levels of optimism were more 
likely to live longer. More im-

portantly, the optimists were 
also more likely than those 
who were pessimists to live 
into their nineties. Research-
ers refer to this as “exceptional 
longevity”, considering the 
average lifespan for women is 
about 83 years in developed 
countries.

What makes these findings 
especially impressive is that 
the results remained even af-
ter accounting for other fac-
tors known to predict a long 
life – including education level 
and economic status, ethnic-
ity, and whether a person suf-
fered from depression or other 
chronic health conditions.

But given this study only 
looked at women, it’s uncer-
tain whether the same would 
be true for men. However, 
another study which looked 
at both men and women also 
found that people with the 
highest levels of optimism 
enjoyed a lifespan that was 
between 11% and 15% longer 
than those who were the least 
optimistic.

THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH?

So why is it that optimists 
live longer? At first glance it 
would seem that it may have 
to do with their healthier life-
style.

For example, research from 
several studies has found that 

optimism is linked to eating 
a healthy diet, staying physi-
cally active, and being less 
likely to smoke cigarettes. 
These healthy behaviours are 
well known to improve heart 
health and reduce the risk for 
cardiovascular disease, which 
is a leading cause of death 
globally. Adopting a healthy 
lifestyle is also important for 
reducing the risk of other po-
tentially deadly diseases, such 
as diabetes and cancer.

But having a healthy life-
style may only be part of the 

reason optimists live a longer 
than average life. This latest 
study found that lifestyle only 
accounted for 24% of the link 
between optimism and lon-
gevity. This suggests a number 
of other factors affect longev-
ity for optimists.

Another possible reason 
could be due to the way op-
timists manage stress. When 
faced with a stressful situa-
tion, optimists tend to deal 
with it head-on. They use 
adaptive coping strategies that 
help them resolve the source 

of the stress, or view the situ-
ation in a less stressful way. 
For example, optimists will 
problem-solve and plan ways 
to deal with the stressor, call 
on others for support, or try 
to find a “silver lining” in the 
stressful situation.

All of these approaches are 
well-known to reduce feel-
ings of stress, as well as the 
biological reactions that oc-
cur when we feel stressed. 
It’s these biological reactions 
to stress –- such as elevated 
cortisol (sometimes called the 

“stress hormone”), increased 
heart rate and blood pressure, 
and impaired immune system 
functioning –- that can take a 
toll on health over time and 
increase the risk for develop-
ing life-threatening diseases, 
such as cardiovascular disease. 
In short, the way optimists 
cope with stress may help pro-
tect them somewhat against 
its harmful effects.

LOOKING ON THE BRIGHT SIDE

Optimism is typically 
viewed by researchers as a rel-
atively stable personality trait 
that is determined by both 
genetic and early childhood 
influences (such as having a 
secure and warm relationship 
with your parents or caregiv-
ers). But if you’re not naturally 
prone to seeing the glass as 
half full, there are some ways 
you can increase your capacity 
to be optimistic.

Research shows optimism 
can change over time, and can 
be cultivated by engaging in 
simple exercises. For example, 
visualising and then writing 
about your “best possible self” 
(a future version of yourself 
who has accomplished your 
goals) is a technique that stud-
ies have found can signifi-
cantly increase optimism, at 
least temporarily. But for best 
results, the goals need to be 

both positive and reasonable, 
rather than just wishful think-
ing. Similarly, simply thinking 
about positive future events 
can also be effective for boost-
ing optimism.

It’s also crucial to temper 
any expectations for success 
with an accurate view of what 
you can and can’t control. Op-
timism is reinforced when we 
experience the positive out-
comes that we expect, and 
can decrease when these out-
comes aren’t as we want them 
to be. Although more research 
is needed, it’s possible that 
regularly envisioning yourself 
as having the best possible 
outcomes, and taking realistic 
steps towards achieving them, 
can help develop an optimistic 
mindset.

Of course, this might be eas-
ier said than done for some. 
If you’re someone who isn’t 
naturally optimistic, the best 
chances to improve your lon-
gevity is by living a healthy 
lifestyle by staying physically 
active, eating a healthy diet, 
managing stress, and getting a 
good night’s sleep. Add to this 
cultivating a more optimistic 
mindset and you might fur-
ther increase your chances for 
a long life.

By arrangements with The 
Conversation
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West Asia On

war in Gaza is now 6 months old 
and is inflaming decades-old tensions 
across the whole region.

Iran’s state-run IRNA said the 
Sepah Special Naval Forces unit of 
the IRGC carried out the attack on the 
Portuguese-flagged MSC Aries, a con-
tainer ship associated with London-
based Zodiac Maritime.

Zodiac Maritime is part of Israeli 
billionaire Eyal Ofer’s Zodiac Group. 
Earlier, a Middle East defence official 
shared a video of the attack. In it, the 
commandos are seen rappelling down 
onto a stack of containers sitting on 
the deck of the vessel.

A crew member on the ship can be 
heard saying: “Don’t come out.” He 
then tells his colleagues to go to the 
ship’s bridge as more commandos 
come down on the deck. One com-
mando can be seen kneeling above the 
others to provide them potential cover 
fire.

The video corresponded with 
known details of the MSC Aries.

The British military’s United 
Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations 
described the vessel as being “seized 
by regional authorities” in the Gulf 
of Oman off the Emirati port city of 
Fujairah.

The MSC Aries had been last lo-
cated off Dubai heading toward the 
Strait of Hormuz on Friday. The ship 
had turned off its tracking data, which 
has been common for Israeli-affiliated 
ships moving through the region.

On Tuesday the naval head of the 
IRGC, Alireza Tangsiri, said it could 
close the Strait of Hormuz if deemed 
necessary. He said Iran viewed as a 
threat Israel’s presence in the UAE, 
with which Israel established diplo-
matic relations in 2020 as part of the 
“Abraham Accords” mediated by the 
United States.

The Strait of Hormuz is the narrow 
mouth of the Persian Gulf through 
which a fifth of all globally traded oil 
passes.

Another of the strategic sea route of 
the Red Sea has been virtually blocked 
by Yemen’s Iran-backed Ansarallah 
led forces. Ansarallah says they only 
target vessels linked to Israel in retali-
ation for Israel’s campaign in Gaza.

Biden: We’ll Defend Israel
While speaking to report-

ers on Friday, Biden emphasised 
Washington’s commitment to protect-
ing Israel and sent a simple message to 
Iran–“Don’t”.

“We are devoted to the defense of 
Israel. We will support Israel. We will 
help defend Israel and Iran will not 
succeed,” he said.

17 Indians Onboard

and early release of the Indian 
nationals.

“We are in touch with the Iranian 
authorities through diplomatic chan-
nels, both in Tehran and in Delhi, to 
ensure security, welfare and early re-
lease of Indian nationals,” it said.

Fear, Anxiety
tensions between Iran and Israel, 

the Ministry of External Affairs on 
Friday issued a travel advisory to 
Indian citizens.

“In view of the prevailing situation 
in the region, all Indians are advised 
not to travel to Iran or Israel till further 
notice. All those who are currently re-
siding in Iran or Israel are requested 
to get in touch with Indian Embassies 
there and register themselves,” the ad-
visory said.

Similar concerns were shared by 
another student from North Kashmir 
who travelled to Iran on Friday.

Speaking on anonymity, she said 
that in view of the advisory issued by 
the Ministry of External Affairs, they 
were required to sign a document 
stating they were traveling at their 
own risk.

“At first, we were stopped from 
boarding a flight to Tehran, later we 
were allowed only after signing a 
bond that we were travelling on our 

own risk. We don’t know what will 
happen,” the student who studies in 
Isfahan told Kashmir Observer.

A worried parent, Shakil Ahmad 
whose daughter studies in Iran re-
ferred to Kashmiri students who 
had to abandon their universities in 
Ukraine after war broke out there two 
years back saying he fears what will 
happen if war prolongs and results in 
closure of airports. However he has-
tened to add that his daughter told 
him in her recent phone call that “Iran 
is not Ukraine and there is absolutely 
no panic among the people there”. “I 
also believe”, he added, that “Iran can, 
as it has in the past, handled crisis 
situations with maturity and sagac-
ity”, he said.

Meanwhile, sources said that the 
Indian embassy in Tehran is in the pro-
cess of establishing contacts with the 
Indian students and is collecting data 
of the students across Iran.

In a turn of events which could 
further aggravate the crisis, Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards seized an 
Israeli-linked cargo ship in the Strait 
of Hormuz on Saturday, the Iranian 
state-run IRNA news agency report-
ed, days after Tehran warned it could 
close the area to sea traffic.

5 Killed in
Mukhtiyar Ahmed (28), son of 

Abdul Gani, a resident of Bandoga 
(brought dead), Baby Girl (4) daugh-
ter of Muhammad Amir (brought 
dead), Riyaz Ahmed, son of Abdul 
Gani, a resident of Phagsoo (brought 
dead), Ireena Begum, wife of Saddam 
Hussain, a resident of Ghunti (brought 
dead) and Muhammad Rafi, a son of 
Abdul Rehman, a resident of Phagsoo 
(brought dead).

Those who were critically in-
jured and have been referred in-
clude Muhammad Amir (28), son 
of Muhammad Shafi, a resident of 
Phagsoo, Baby Girl (10), baby girl (8) 
and Sufiyan Sheikh (24), son of Bashir 
Ahmed, a resident of Behndoga. 
Another injured was identified as 
Saima Begum, wife of Muhammad 
Amir.

Eye witnesses said, “Immediately 
after the accident, locals rushed to 
the spot and started the rescue op-
eration. Injured patients were shifted 
to sub-district hospital Thathri from 
where critically injured patients were 
referred to GMC Doda for further 
treatment.”

Doda district has a high rate of ac-
cidents and hundreds of people have 
lost lives due to these accidents. The 
cause of accident varies from poor 
road conditions to rash driving and 
non-availability of proper road safety 
equipments.

Man Slips
slipped from the vehicle at Kapran 

Anantnag and was grievously injured.
Reports said that Khan was rushed 

to GMC  Anantnag where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

Meanwhile police have taken cogni-
zance and started an investigation.

Urges Farmers
thundershower activity has not 

been ruled out.
“Farmers are advised to suspend 

farm operations till April 16,” he said, 
adding, “(There could be) temporary 
disruption of surface transportation 
over a few higher reaches during April 
13-14.”

He said that there could 
be“temporary” water logging in few 
low- lying areas and also there is the 
possibility of landslides/mudslides 
and shooting stones.

Regarding temperature, he said, 
Srinagar recorded a minimum of 
10.2°C against 7.1°C on the previous 
night and it was 2.6°C above normal 
for the summer capital of JK for this 
time of the year.

Qazigund recorded a minimum of 
7.2°C against 4.8°C on the previous 
night and it was 0.7°C above normal 
for the gateway town of Kashmir, he 
said.

Pahalgam recorded a low of 3.2°C 
against 1.2°C on the previous night 
and it was 0.4°C above normal for the 
famous resort in south Kashmir.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, 
recorded a minimum of 7.7°C against 
4.8°C on the previous night and it was 
7.7°C above normal, the official said.

Kupwara town recorded a low of 
9.0°C against 5.8°C on the previous 
night and it was 2.7°C above normal 
there, the official said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 2.6°C 
against 0.5°C on the previous night 
and it was above normal by 1.1°C for 
the famous skiing resort in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

Jammu, he said, recorded a mini-
mum of 20.5°C and it was above nor-
mal by 1.3°C for the winter capital of 
J&K.

Banihal recorded a low of 9.8°C, 
Batote 12.5°C and Bhaderwah 9.0°C, 
he said.

Mehbooba Is
Mehbooba Mufti as a formidable ad-

vocate for the region’s interests.

‘Not End of 
active politics? As sons or grand-

sons, they help out wherever they are 
needed. We hosted a party (Iftar par-
ty), if they help as part of the family, 
being hosts, is there a problem with 
that?” he said.

“They are trained lawyers, if once 
in a while the party takes legal advice 
from them, where is the harm? But, 
have you seen them actively cam-
paigning, seeking a mandate? I have 
not seen it,” Omar added.

On the BJP accusing their rivals of 
promoting dynastic politics, Omar 
said the ruling party at the Centre 
does not have problem with political 
families as one-fifth of its candidates 
for Lok Sabha polls come from such 
families.

“Look, I cannot help propaganda. 
But I continue to maintain that the BJP 
has no problem with families in poli-
tics. The BJP’s problem is with those 
families that oppose the BJP.

“Otherwise, you tell me doesn’t the 
BJP have families in politics? I was 
reading a newspaper article the other 
day that suggested that one-fifth of 
the mandates that the BJP has dis-
tributed in this Parliament election 
all belong to BJP political families,” he 
said.”How is it that Pawar sahab’s fam-
ily is a dynastic party, but Ajit Pawar 
is not dynastic? When Ajit Pawar’s 
wife fights against Supriya Sule, that 
is not dynastic politics? The BJP has no 
problem with that,” the politician said, 
and drew similar examples from the 
Thackeray family and the family of N. 
Candrababu Naidu.

“When the Home Minister of India 
and others meet Uddhav Thackery’s 
cousin, Raj Thackery, that is not dynas-
tic? Other than having the Thackerey 
surname, what else is there? When 
the BJP ties up with Chandrababu 
Naidu in Andhra Pradesh. Naidu is 
NTR’s son-in-law, that is how he got 
entry into politics, is that not dynas-
tic? “How many second and third 
generation leaders are there in BJP 
today … all these youngsters who are 
now coming up, whether it is Sushma 
Swaraj’s daughter, or the minister 
from Hamirpur in Himachal (Anurag 
Thakur). How many names do you 
want me to list out for you, there is no 
end to it,” the NC leader said.

Why Did Omar Abdullah
seats in Kashmir. While Omar 

Abdullah’s candidature for Baramulla 
came as a shock to many, insiders 
suggest that the decision was made 
to quell emerging factions within the 
party regarding ticket distribution in 
North Kashmir.

Sources within the party, accord-
ing to Kashmir News Observer, said 
pressure had been mounting from 
supporters of former ministers 
Chaudhary Mohammad Ramzan and 
Mir Saifullah for the Srinagar ticket, 
leading to concerns over potential 
resentment within the party ranks 

in Kupwara. Additionally, the recent 
delimitation exercise has altered the 
geographical and social landscape of 
both seats, making Baramulla a more 
strategically viable option for Omar.

The Baramulla constituency boasts 
a significant vote bank from the 
Scheduled Tribe category, including 
the Gujjar-Bakkarwal, Pahari, and 
Dard Sheena communities. NC has 
traditionally held sway over these 
communities in the region, particu-
larly among the Gujjar-Bakkarwal and 
Pahari populations of Bandipora and 
Baramulla.

Speaking to reporters after the can-
didate announcement, Omar Abdullah 
threw down the gauntlet to the BJP, 
challenging them to contest elections 
in Kashmir. He asserted that if BJP 
candidates fail to retain their deposits, 
he would exit politics. Furthermore, 
Omar called on the BJP to field can-
didates in Kashmir, questioning their 
claims of development and normalcy 
in the region.

Omar’s decision to field Agha 
Ruhullah, a prominent Shia leader, 
as the candidate from Srinagar indi-
cates a strategic move to tap into the 
Shia community’s influence. With 
Ruhullah’s family wielding consider-
able sway among Shias in the region, 
Omar aims to consolidate support in 
key constituencies, leveraging com-
munity ties for electoral gains.

I’m Okay, Ready
Anantnag-Rajouri seat which will 

go to polls on May 7 in the third phase 
of Lok Sabha elections.

While making the announce-
ment in a press conference, NC Vice 
President Omar Abdullah had em-
phasised Ahmad’s widespread popu-
larity across various segments of so-
ciety and expressed confidence that 
he would garner substantial support 
from the people

ECI Launches ‘KNOW 

YOUR

about the candidate’s criminal an-
tecedents, if any. This information 
includes the details of any criminal 
cases filed against the candidate, the 
status of those cases, and the nature of 
offenses. It can help voters in identify-
ing candidates with a history of crimi-
nal activity thereby enabling them to 
make an informed decision.

The citizen will be able to view the 
status of criminal cases filed against 
the candidate (if any) including the 
nature of offenses that the candidate 
has been accused of.  The app is a valu-
able resource for voters who want to 
know more about the candidates who 
are contesting elections. The applica-
tion is available both on Android and 
IOS devices. The citizens are encour-
aged to visit ECI’s Website for more 
information.

Bournvita Removed
the category of health drinks from 

their platforms/sites.
On April 2, food safety standards 

regulator FSSAI directed all e-com-
merce food business operators (FBOs) 
to ensure appropriate categorisation 
of food products being sold on their 
websites.

The Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) has noted 
that instances of food products li-
censed under ‘Proprietary Food’ 
with the nearest category Dairy-
Based Beverage Mix or Cereal-Based 
Beverage Mix or Malt-Based Beverage 
being sold on e-commerce websites 
under the category Health Drink, 
Energy Drink, etc, it added.

A year ago, Bournvita, had entered 
into a controversy because of its high 
content of sugar levels. A few days 
later, the National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
asked the Mondelez India-owned 
brand to remove all “misleading” com-
mercials claiming of several health 
benefits with the consumption of the 
drink, reported Economic Times, re-
ferring to PTI. The action by the child 

rights body came after a video threw 
light upon the high sugar content in 
the beverage, which was earlier often 
labelled as “health drink” in several 
ads.

Indian Army Marks
20,000 feet in the Karakoram moun-

tain range is known as the highest 
militarised zone in the world where 
soldiers have to battle frostbite and 
high winds.

Under its “Operation Meghdoot”, 
the Indian Army established its full 
control over the glacier on April 13, 
1984.

“The Indian Army’s control over 
the Siachen glacier has not only been 
a story of unparalleled valour and 
determination but also an incred-
ible journey of technological advance-
ments and logistical improvements 
that transformed it from one of the 
most formidable terrains into a sym-
bol of indomitable spirit and innova-
tion,” said an official.

The initiatives, especially laid out 
in the last five years, have made sig-
nificant strides in improving the liv-
ing conditions and operational capa-
bilities of the personnel deployed in 
Siachen, he said on the condition of 
anonymity.

In January last year, Captain Shiva 
Chauhan from the Army’s Corps of 
Engineers was posted at a frontline 
post in the Siachen glacier, in the 
first such operational deployment 
of a woman Army officer at a key 
battlefield.

The official cited above said there 
has been a noteworthy improvement 
in the aspect of mobility in Siachen.

“The development of an extensive 
network of tracks and the introduc-
tion of all-terrain vehicles (ATV) have 
significantly improved mobility across 
the glacier,” he said.

Another official said innovations 
like the DRDO-developed ATV bridges 
have enabled the Army to overcome 
natural obstacles, while high-quality 
“Dyneema” ropes in aerial cableways 
ensure seamless supply lines to even 
the most-remote outposts.

“The induction of heavy-lift heli-
copters and logistic drones has vastly 
improved the supply of essentials to 
the personnel deployed in posts that 
are cut off, especially in winters,” he 
said.

“The availability of special cloth-
ing, mountaineering equipment and 
advanced rations has enhanced the 
ability of the soldiers to withstand the 
harsh conditions of the world’s coldest 
battlefield,” the official added.

He said gadgets, such as pocket 
weather trackers, with each soldier 
provides timely weather updates and 
warn them about possible avalanches.

“Recent initiatives concerning the 
improvement of connectivity have 
ensured that the personnel in forward 
posts in the northern and central gla-
cier regions have access to fresh ra-
tion and vegetables instead of tinned 
ration, an aspect that could not have 
been imagined a few years ago,” the 
official said.

“Fresh ration and vegetables are 
now a reality for our forward posts, 
thanks to new logistic initiatives,” he 
added.

There has been a focus on improve-
ment in mobile and data connectivity 
in the region as well.

“The introduction of the VSAT tech-
nology has revolutionised commu-
nication on the glacier, providing the 
troops with data and internet connec-
tivity,” the second official said.

“This leap in technology has en-
hanced real-time situational aware-
ness, telemedicine capabilities and the 
well-being of our soldiers by keeping 
them connected with their families,” 
he said.

The VSAT or very small aperture 
terminal is a data-transmission 
technology.

The Army has also been focusing on 
boosting the medical infrastructure in 
Siachen.

The Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) has established 
telemedicine nodes that provide criti-
cal medical support not only to the 
troops but also to the local populace 
and tourists in the Nubra valley.

“The medical facilities in Partapur 
and the base camp boast of some of 
the best medical and surgical special-
ists, state-of-the-art HAPO chambers 
and oxygen generation plants, besides 
life-support systems. This has ensured 
that all endeavours are made to save 
every life in this challenging terrain,” 
said a third official.

The HAPO (High Altitude Pulmonary 
Oedema) chamber is a life-saving de-
vice that provides emergency treat-
ment in medical conditions relating 
to breathlessness and accumulation of 
fluids in the lungs etc.

Report Reveals Lack
who arrived in Gulmarg in large num-

bers expressed dissatisfaction with their 
experience at Gulmarg ski area.

“The reason was consistently stated 
that the gondola and the chairlift did 
not follow reliable hours of operation. 
Especially foreign skiers who are used 
to ski areas publicizing their hours 
(Gulmarg does not, nor does it men-
tion the ski area on the cable car web-
site), the absence of official operating 
hours left the operations staff to fail to 
meet the agreed timings with little or 
no accountability,” the report adds.

Mr. Newman reveals that he met 
the J&K cable car operations manag-
ers to ensure that they could achieve 
established timings from past seasons.

“I was told it would be ‘no issue’ 
and was reassured since this was a 
new operations management team, 
one which I knew well from previous 
winters working together. The results 
were a failure on every attempt to load 
ski patrollers on the second phase for 
avalanche mitigation at 8am,” he says 
in the report.

The gondola, he says, was never 
available for ski patrol to begin the 
dangerous job of avalanche mitiga-
tion early whereby the ski area would 
be rendered safe and ready to open by 
the official time.

He says the guests of Gulmarg Ski 
Area have a right to know what they 
are paying for when they purchase 
a ski ticket. “They deserve to be in-
formed about the ski area’s opening 
and closing times and have confidence 
that they will receive the number of 
hours they have paid for, especially 
when it snows—not in spite of it,” he 
added.

The report further adds that none 
of the items from 2023 have been 
addressed. Additionally, ski patrol ra-
dios, avalanche beacons, shovels and 
probes are due for replacement.

The report adds that there is no 
progress on installing an Automated 
Weather Station (AWS) from the last 
three years.

It further adds that the Master plan-
ning for development of ski slopes at 
Gulmarg gondola are still unfinished.

The report stressed that the expen-
sive snow beating machines, (Piston 
Bully) are experiencing excessive 
damage while performing basic ser-
vices to tourism needs.

“The damage is due to severely 
under-developed terrain where tracks 
exist; and include large boulders, and 
debris. Consistent with international 
practices, proper development of the 
underlying track including heavy ma-
chinery earthworks as necessary, is 
recommended,” the report says.

The report adds that a second and 
separate track has been identified and 
would be constructed for use by oth-
ers including pedestrians, sledge and 
snowmobile stakeholders.

“The finished tracks should be 
smooth and sustainably built so a 
beaten (groomed) slope may be pro-
vided without undue risk to snow 
beating machines with the added ben-
efit of achieving said beaten slope de-
spite shallow depths of seasonal snow 
thereby further extending the period 
of ski season.”
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   LOK SABHA ELECTIONS 2024

Poll Parties Of 1st Phase Airlifted To 
Snow-Bound Pockets In J&K's Kishtwar

Press Trust of India

JAMMU: Authorities on Friday 
airlifted the first batch of 189 
polling officials and 69 police 
personnel to the snow-bound 
pockets of Marwah and Warwan 
in Jammu and Kashmir's Kisht-
war district, officials said.

Kishtwar falls in Udhampur-
Kathua parliamentary constitu-
ency, which is going to polls on 
April 19 to decide the fate of 
12 candidates, including Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh.

Marwah, Warwan and Ma-
chail are the remotest areas of 
Kishtwar, which normally re-
mains cut off for nearly four 
months following five to 10 
feet snowfall during winter. On 
Thursday, a total of 188 security 
personnel were airlifted and 
deployed in 34 polling stations 
and strong rooms in these areas.

The officials said District Elec-
tion Officer Devansh Yadav has 
made the arrangement with 
supervision and approval of 
Chief Electoral Officer, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole, 
for the safe transportation of 
polling parties, election logis-

tics and materials to 34 polling 
booths, including 19 in Marwah, 
12 in Warwan and four in Ma-
chail.

Taking into account the 
weather forecast, the advance 
departure of polling parties, 
security personnel, EVM and 
other materials has been done, 
they said.

The officials said that politi-
cal parties have been informed 
in advance of the movement of 
persons and materials, while 
five intermediate strong rooms 
have been established for the 
secure storage of EVMs, enhanc-
ing the efficiency of the elector-

al process.
The reparations are in full 

swing, with elaborate security 
measures in place, including 
the deployment of IAF's Mi-17 
helicopters for transportation 
of polling officers and the estab-
lishment of helipads, they said.

The officials said the dispatch 
of polling staff will continue in 
a phased manner, prioritising 
the far-flung areas, snow pock-
ets like Marwah, Warwan and 
Machail through airlift and en-
suring an effective and foolproof 
transportation plan for other ar-
eas as well through coordinated 
and comprehensive efforts.

LOK SABHA ELECTIONS

Ensure availability of 
basic amenities at polling 
stations: Div Com to DCs

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, Vi-
jay Kumar Bidhuri, on Satur-
day convened a meeting of 
all Deputy Commissioners of 
Kashmir Division to review 
the arrangements at polling 
stations in the constituents of 
all three Parliamentary Con-
stituencies to facilitate the 
polling staff and voters.

While reviewing the ar-
rangements for electricity, 
drinking water facilities be-
sides toilets at designated 
polling stations across the 
Valley, Div Com directed 
all DCs to ensure availabil-
ity of basic amenities for the 
smooth conduct of Parlia-
mentary Elections.

He also reviewed compre-
hensive security arrange-
ments at polling stations for 
the safety of staff and voters.

He also directed for creating 
a conducive environment for 
peaceful voting process.

Besides, Div Com directed 
for looping in line depart-
ments to ensure uninter-
rupted services during Poll-
ing Days and maintenance of 
close synergy among stake-
holders and agencies.

Moreover, Div Com re-
viewed overall preparation of 
District Administrations for 
Parliamentary Election and 
facilities created for disabled 
and elderly voters to exercise 
their franchise.

Shariefabad, Durbal 
Residents Protest Against 
Power Tariff Hike

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Residents of 
Shariefabad, Durbal, and 
Hanjik staged a protest on Fri-
day against what they called a 
“sudden implementation” of 
tariff hikes by the Power Devel-
opment Department (PDD) in 
their area.

Residents alleged that the 
decision has led to exorbitant 
monthly bills ranging from Rs 
800 to 1300, and then 1300 to 
2100, causing significant fi-
nancial strain on the 
population in the area.

Expressing their 
frustration and anger, 
protesters accused 
PDD officials of impos-
ing inflated charges 
without prior consul-
tation or justification, 
stating that the abrupt increase 
in tariffs has hit the residents in 
the area hard, prompting them 
to voice their grievances loudly 
and demand immediate action 
from authorities.

The protesters, while demon-
strating, also marched towards 
the Grid Station where protes-
tors reminded the officials of 
promises made during the con-
struction of the Power House 
on their land.

The protesters claimed that 
they were assured of free elec-
tricity in exchange for their 
land. Moreover, they also re-
counted a tragic incident in 
which their children lost their 
lives due to a high-tension line 
(HT) falling down.

The aggrieved residents em-
phasised that they had fulfilled 
their end of the bargain by 
providing land for the Power 

House's construction, but that 
alleging that the authorities 
had failed to honour their com-
mitment of free electricity.

They said that the loss of lives 
in the tragic incident only exac-
erbated their sense of betrayal 
and injustice.

Protesters vowed to continue 
their agitation until their de-
mands are met.

They called for a rollback of 
the tariff hikes and urged the 
authorities to fulfill their prom-
ises as compensation for the 

sacrifices made by the 
local community for 
the construction of the 
power house.

“We have made sacri-
fices, we gave our land 
and some received com-
pensation, which was 
just peanuts, while there 

are many who haven’t received 
anything yet,” said Arif Ahmad, a 
local resident of the area.

Altaf Ahmad, another local of 
the area, said that the move by 
the PDD authorities in the area 
is injustice and betrayal with 
them, as they were promised a 
lot when they gave land for the 
power house.

“We have land but that has 
no value as there are a number 
of high-tension wires over it. 
Who will buy that? At least we 
had hoped for the electricity, 
but I think they are now trying 
to snatch that as well”, he said.

Meanwhile, a senior PDD offi-
cial told Kashmir News Observer 
that on receiving the information 
from the police station Parimpo-
ra, they went to the grid station, 
where around 200 people were 
protesting inside the premises of 
the power house.

Apni Party Outlines 
Strategy for Poll Campaign

LG Pays Obeisance at 
Gurudwara Sahib Abtal

KP Outfit Merges with 
Congress in Jammu

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Apni Party on 
Saturday held a preparatory 
meeting for the upcoming Lok 
Sabha (LS) polls in the Sri-
nagar constituency.

The meeting, chaired by 
Mohammad Dilawar Mir, the 
Chairman of the party's Par-
liamentary Affairs Committee 
(PAC), was held at the party 
headquarters in Srinagar.

Addressing the gathering, 
Mohammad Dilawar Mir urged 
the leaders and senior workers 
to remain fully active during 
the poll campaign days to en-
sure people are well aware of 
the party's pro-people agenda 
and policies.

He stated, "This is the time 
for us to stay active and deep-
ly connected to the people to 
present our vision, agenda, and 

policies for a brighter future for 
Jammu and Kashmir."

He added, "Apni Party has 
emerged as a credible politi-
cal alternative, and people fully 
trust our unambiguous agenda 
for peace, prosperity, and devel-
opment in Jammu and Kashmir."

Among the prominent party 
leaders who were present on 
the occasion included the par-
ty’s General Secretary Rafi Ah-
mad Mir, Provincial President 
Mohammad Ashraf Mir, who 
is the party’s candidate for the 
Srinagar constituency in these 
elections, Former Legislator 
and spokesperson Yawar Dila-
war Mir, Provincial Vice Presi-
dent Kashmir Muzaffar Rizvi, 
Chief Spokesperson, State Sec-
retary and District President 
Budgam Muntazir Mohiuddin, 
Media Advisor Farooq Andrabi 
besides others.

KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU:  A Kashmiri Pandit 
outfit, All India Kashmiri Hindu 
Forum (AIKHF), merged with 
the Congress at the party head-
quarters here on Saturday.

Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee president 
Vikar Rasool Wani welcomed 
AIKHF chairman Rattan Lal 
Bhan and other office bearers 
into the party fold.

The AIKHF was formed in 
1998. Hundreds of its members 
joining the Congress is a big 
boost for the party, Wani told 
reporters. He also called on all 
Kashmiri Pandit organisations 
to join the party and accused the 
BJP-led central government of 
"fooling" the community for the 
past 10 years.

"The BJP sold (their plight) 
across the country to come to 
power and assured the com-

munity that they will do a lot 
for their rehabilitation, giving 
them hope.

"The BJP has been in power 
for the last 10 years but failed 
to do any work worth even 10 
paise for them," Wani said.

"I appeal to other Kashmiri 
Pandit groups to come back to 
the Congress as the BJP is only 
fooling them for the last 10 years. 
The Nehru family originally be-
longs to Kashmir and has a lot 
of sympathy for the displaced 
pandits and so does the Congress 
party as a whole," he added.

Bhan said he decided to 
merge his outfit with the Con-
gress as the former prime 
minister Manmohan Singh-led 
government had done a lot for 
Kashmiri Pandits.

"We feel (like we are) back 
in our family. The BJP only ex-
ploited the pandits and did 
nothing for us," he said. 

KO NEWS SERVICE

SAMBA: On the auspicious oc-
casion of Baisakhi, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha paid 
obeisance at the Gurudwara 
Sahib Abtal, Ramgarh, Samba. 
He prayed for peace, prosper-
ity, happiness and well-being 
of all.

In his address, the Lt Gov-
ernor extended his heartiest 
greetings to the people and 
recalled the vision of Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh Sahib Ji for a just 
and inclusive society.

“I bow to the venerable Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Sahib Ji. 
Guruji’s message of selfless 
service, truthfulness, sacrifice, 
equality and universal love is 
an abiding source of inspira-
tion for all of us.

On this day in 1699, Guru 
Gobind Singh Sahib, the tenth 
Guru, formalized the concept 
of Saint-Soldier by introducing 
the Amrit ceremony and trans-
formed the Sikhs into a family 
of Saints-Soldiers, known as 
the Khalsa Panth,” the Lt Gov-
ernor said.

He said a collective name 
given to the first five Khalsa is 
Panj Pyare. The Panj Pyare who 
were baptized by Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji were -Bhai Daya Singh, 
Bhai Dharam Singh, Bhai Him-
mat Singh, Bhai Mohkam 
Singh, and Bhai Sahib Singh.

The Lt Governor called upon 
the youth to follow the ide-
als that Guru Gobind Singh 
Sahib Ji espoused throughout 
his life and strive relentlessly 
toward the upliftment of the 

poor and downtrodden. On 
this Baisakhi, let us resolve to 
tread the path shown by Guru 
Gobind Singh Sahib, he said.

On the occasion, the Lt Gov-
ernor paid tributes to those 
martyred in the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre. He said, the 
courage and supreme sacrifice 
of our martyrs will continue 
to inspire us to build India of 
their dreams.

He also lauded the invalu-

able contribution of the farming 
community in nation-building.

S. Ajit Singh, Chairman, Sikh 
Coordination Committee J&K; 
S. Amarjeet Singh, President 
Gurudwara Sahib Abtal; senior 
officials of Police and Civil Ad-
ministration, religious heads, 
prominent citizens, community 
elders and people from all walks 
of life were present on the occa-
sion and paid their obeisance at 
the Gurudwara Sahib.

LG Pays Tributes to Gen Zorawar Singh
KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha paid tributes to great warrior 
and military strategist General Zorawar Singh on his Birth Anniversary.

The Lt Governor laid wreath at the statue of General Zorawar Singh Ji 
at a commemorative event organized by J&K Ex-Services League. The Lt 
Governor said that General Zorawar Singh was a true national hero and 
remain a source of inspiration for the people across the country.

“The unparalleled courage, valour and dedication of one of the greatest 
military commanders of the world will continue to inspire the generations,” 
the Lt Governor said.

RR Swain, DGP; Maj Gen Gaurav Gautam, GoC 26 Infantry Division; 
Lt Gen RK Sharma (Retd.) President J&K Ex-Services League and other 
prominent personalities also paid their homage to General Zorawar Singh.

Over 80K First-Time Voters 
In Anantnag- Rajouri Seat

Agencies 

SRINAGAR: As the electoral 
battleground heats up in the 
Anantnag-Rajouri parliamen-
tary constituency, all eyes are 
on the significant presence of 
81,189 first-time voters, aged 
between 18 to 19 years who 
are going to play a decisive 
role in ensuring victory of the 
promomient candidates in fray 
for the crucial parliamentary 
constituency.

As per the inputs received 
by the news agency With a to-
tal of 1,830,294 voters from all 
five parliamentary constitu-
encies of the state, compris-
ing 930,379 men and 899,888 
women, the stage is set for 
a closely contested electoral 
showdown. Notably, the BJP is 
yet to announce its candidate 
for the Anantnag seat, adding 
an element of suspense to the 
proceedings.

The race for the parliamen-
tary seat has attracted sea-
soned veterans, setting the 
stage for a fiercely contested 
battle. Following the seat al-
liance between the Congress 
and National Conference 
(NC), the Congress has ced-
ed ground, leaving the field 
open for NC candidate Mian 
Altaf. However, the presence 
of PDP President and former 

Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti adds another layer of 
complexity to the electoral 
equation.

Adding to the intrigue, 
Democratic Progressive Azad 
Party (DPAP) chief and former 
Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad has thrown his hat into 
the ring, signaling its intent to 

contest from this pivotal con-
stituency. Zafar Manhas, rep-
resenting the DPAP, has also 
entered the fray.

The Anantnag-Rajouri par-
liamentary seat encompasses 
a broad spectrum of assembly 
constituencies, including Jain-
pora, DH Pora, Doru, Kokernag, 
Anantnag West, Anantnag, 
Srigufwara-Bijbihara, Shan-
gas-Anantnag East, Pahalgam, 
Nowshera, Rajouri, Budhal, 
Surankote, Poonch Haveli and 
Mendhar assembly constituen-
cies—(KNO)

Govt Exempts 64 GDCs 
From Making Admissions 
Through CUET

Agencies

SRINAGAR: In wake of low CUET 
based admissions in many de-
gree colleges of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Higher Education De-
partment Saturday exempted 
64 Government Degree Col-
leges from making admissions 
through CUET score for academic 
session 2024-25.

The department further said 
that many other students did not 
prefer to seek admission through 
the Common University Entrance 
Test (CUET) mode keeping in 
view their geographical loca-
tions, topography and availability 
of the infrastructure.

According to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
Under Secretary to government 
Sanjay Kumar Tickoo in a com-
muniqué said that among the 
colleges that have been exempted 
from making admissions through 
CUET score for academic session 
2024-25 includes 35 government 
colleges of Jammu division and 29 
of Kashmir region respectively.

“In view of very low CUET based 
admissions in some government 
degree colleges during last year 
admissions, the situation was re-
visited this year after discussions 
with all the stakeholders and it 

was decided to identify the col-
leges where the students did not 
prefer to seek admission through 
the CUET mode keeping in view 
their geographical locations, to-
pography, availability of the infra-
structure etcetera and where the 
CUET based admissions were very 
low during last year,” it reads.

CUET-2024 is scheduled to be 
held from 15-05-2024 to 31-05-
2024 in thirteen mediums across 
India for the evaluation of candi-
dates desirous of seeking admis-
sions to various undergraduate 
programs.

The higher education depart-
ment has observed that CUET 
based admissions in far off col-
leges located at Marwah, Tang-
dhar, Gurez, Mahore etcetera 
puts the students in an undue 
disadvantageous situation.

“The Nodal Principals, Jammu 
and Srinagar have furnished the 
lists of 35 Government Colleges of 
Jammu Division and 29 Govern-
ment Colleges of Kashmir Divi-
sion on the basis of the available 
data and locations of the Colleges 
for exemption of these Govern-
ment colleges for making admis-
sions through CUET and allow 
them to make admissions during 
the Academic Session 2024-24 
without CUET score,” it reads.

Baisakhi 
Celebrated With 
Religious Fervor 
In Kashmir

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Baisakhi was on 
Saturday celebrated with 
religious fervor and enthusi-
asm across Kashmir.

The occasion marks the 
harvest festival in the region 
and holds significant cultural 
importance for the Sikh com-
munity.

According to the news 
agency—Kashmir News Ob-
server (KNO), Sikhs were 
seen dressed in the tradi-
tional attire, with women 
adorned in colourful suits, 
and men in kurta-pajamas, 
adding a splash of colour to 
the festivities.

“It's a day of joy and cel-
ebration for us. Baisakhi 
brings people together, irre-
spective of their religion or 
background,” said Ramesh, a 
local resident.

Likewise, the main attrac-
tion of the celebration was 
the Gurdwaras, where devo-
tees offered prayers and par-
ticipated in devotional songs.

“It's heartwarming to see 
people coming together to 
celebrate Baisakhi. The spirit 
of unity and brotherhood is 
what makes this festival spe-
cial,” another Sikh brother 
said.

Terror Hideout Busted In Reasi; 
Arms, Explosives Recovered

AGENCIES

JAMMU: The security forces 
here busted a terror hideout on 
Saturday and recovered arms 
and ammunition, police said.

The hideout was busted dur-
ing a joint operation by the 
J-K police and Rashtriya Rifles 
in the Lancha area of Mahore 
sub-division in Reasi, a police 
spokesperson said.

Acting on a tip-off, the team 
conducted a search operation 
and recovered an Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED) fitted in 

a Tiffin box and two pistols, po-
lice said. The operation was still 
going on when the last reports 
were received.

Besides the IED and two pis-
tols, the search parties also 
recovered three electric deto-
nators, 400 grams of explosive 
powder, two pistol magazines 
with 24 rounds, 40 rounds of 
AK assault rifle, eight batteries, 
40 metres of electric wire, five 
metres of plastic rope, one steel 
plate, one glass, a bag, three 
bedsheets and some pictures, 
the spokesperson said.
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PM Modi Interacts With Country's 
Top Gamers

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday inter-
acted with top Indian gamers on a host of issues 

relating to the gaming industry.
In a free-wheeling interaction regarding the future 

as well as the challenges before the e-gaming indus-
try, the prime minister posed curious questions to 
the gamers while also trying his hands at some of the 
games.

The gamers discussed new developments in the 
gaming industry with the prime minister.

Nepal's Airee Smashes 6 Sixes In 
An over; 3rd To Do So In T20Is

Nepal's hard-hitting Dipendra Singh Airee became 
the third batter to smash six sixes in an over in 

T20 internationals here on Saturday Airee achieved 
the feat against hosts Qatar during the ongoing ACC 
Men's Premier Cup T20 International fixture here.

Thus, Airee joined an elite company of Yuvraj Singh 
(against Stuart Broad during T20 World Cup 2007) and 
Kieron Pollard (against Sri Lanka's Akila Dananjaya in 
2021) as batters with six maximums in one over.

Mitchell Marsh Returns To Australia 
To Treat Hamstring Tear

Delhi Capitals have suffered a major setback as 
their Australian all-rounder Mitchell Marsh has 

returned home to undergo treatment for a tear in his 
right hamstring.

Marsh, who is set to be named Australia's captain 
for the T20 World Cup in June, was recalled after con-
sultations with the Delhi team management, accord-
ing to ESPNCricinfo.

However, a final call on his availability for the re-
mainder of the season is yet to be taken.

Tsitsipas Knocks Out Sinner To 
Reach Monte-Carlo Final

Two-times champion Stefanos Tsitsipas stunned 
second seed Jannik Sinner 6-4 3-6 6-4 to advance 

to the final of the Monte-Carlo Masters on Saturday.
The 25-year-old Greek, who has won the title in 

2021 and 2022, kept his cool after a near-flawless dis-
play in the opening set to stop Sinner from producing 
a stirring comeback after the Italian roared back to 
take a 3-0 lead in the second set.

Bayern Munich Winger Kingsley 
Coman Injured, Doubt For CL

Bayern Munich forward Kingsley Coman was car-
ried off the field Saturday, making the French 

winger a doubt for Wednesday's Champions League 
match with Arsenal.

Coman went off early in the second half of Bayern's 
Bundesliga match against Cologne after pulling up in 
apparent pain and clutching his right groin.

He was replaced by Jamal Musiala in the 49th min-
ute and had to be supported off by two of Bayern's 
medical staff.

Real Kashmir Humbled 4-1 At Home

MS Dhoni In Spotlight As 
CSK, MI Resume Rivalry

KKR Seek Home Comfort Against 
Mayank Yadav-Less LSG

Newcastle Routs Tottenham In A 
4-0 Win In Premier League

Griezmann At The Double As 
Atletico Recover To Outclass Girona

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Debutants Nam-
dhari FC finished in the ninth 
position in the I-League 2023-
24 as they inflicted a humiliat-
ing 4-1 defeat on Real Kashmir 
FC at the TRC Football Turf on 
Saturday.

Namdhari FC thus ended 
their campaign with 27 points 
from 24 matches. They won 
seven matches, drew six and 
lost the rest.

The winners led 2-0 at half-
time after goals from Stephen 
Acquah (20′) and Imanol Arana 
Sadaba (24′ penalty).

Manvir Singh scored twice 
after the change of ends, in the 
60th and 90th minute to settle 
the issue in his team’s favour.

Lalramdinsanga Ralte (86′) 
found the net for the home 
team.

Real Kashmir FC, who were 
engaged in the championship 
battle till late in the competi-
tion, remained stuck at fifth 
place with 40 points from 24 
matches.

The defeat against Namdhari 
was their second in a row, the 

previous being against the rel-
egated TRAU FC in Kalyani.

This loss was also their sec-
ond on home turf this season. 

Real Kashmir FC were reduced 
to 10 men in the 67th minute 
when defender Hyder Yousuf 
was sent off for a foul.

Playing in front of a good 
turnout, the home side found 
themselves at the receiving 
end early in the match as two 

goals by the visitors within 24 
minutes completely upset their 
game plan.

Namdhari’s first goal in the 
29th minute was a true stunner, 
leaving everyone surprised for a 
few seconds.

Ghanaian Stephen Acquah 
collected the ball around 40 
yards away from the Real 
Kashmir goal and as he saw 
the rival goalkeeper Muheet 
Shabir standing a bit ad-
vanced inside the box, the 
midfielder unleashed a pow-
erful yet looping shot that 
sailed into the net over the 
custodian’s head at great 
speed.

In the 24th minute came the 
second goal off a penalty kick 
when a home team defender 
was pulled up for elbowing a 
rival inside the box.

Spanish midfielder Sadaba 
converted the spot kick with a 
confident looking shot.

Namdhari’s third goal came 
at the stroke of the hour, a per-
fect header by lanky striker 
Manvir off a long ball inside the 
box virtually dashing Real Kash-
mir’s hopes.
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MUMBAI: The legendary Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni will be in the spotlight 
in what could be his final game 
at the iconic Wankhede Stadium 
when defending champions Chen-
nai Super Kings take on Mumbai In-
dians in the Indian Premier League 
here on Sunday.

Dhoni returns to the hallowed 
turf of Wankhede for the first time 
ever as a non-captain of the CSK, 
potentially in his last IPL season. It 
will also be his first appearance as 
just a player for any team since No-
vember 2005. Even at 42, Dhoni's 
glove-work remains impeccable 
and so does his assessment of the 
game like always.

CSK would also hope their re-
cent record against MI — four wins 
in last five matches including their 
seven-wicket win here last season 
— holds them in good stead.

Two of IPL's most successful 
teams with five titles each, both 
sides are witnessing a tectonic shift 
of leadership change with Hardik 
Pandya taking over the mantle from 
Rohit Sharma at MI and Ruturaj 
Gaikwad succeeding Dhoni at CSK, 

but there is nothing that suggests 
their intense rivalry would expect 
any such shift.

If anything, CSK's bowlers could 
be put to sword by the rampaging 
MI batters who have gone hammer 
and tongs at the flat pitches here, 
scoring in excess of 230 against 
Delhi Capitals and chasing down 
nearly 200 against Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru with more than four 
overs to spare.

Pandya's MI have found their 
footing after a jittery start. Their bat-
ters have done well in the last two 
outings and Suryakumar Yadav's 
17-ball fifty against RCB provides an 
ominous sign to CSK bowlers.

Ishan Kishan (161 runs) and Ro-
hit's opening stand would thus be 
crucial in the scheme of things but 
CSK would also have a lot of assur-
ance with their own batting.

Skipper Gaikwad may not be a 
marauder with the bat but he can 
be the silent enforcer in the CSK 
line-up, which has the exuberance 
of Rachin Ravindra at the top, stur-
diness of Daryl Mitchell in the mid-
dle and explosiveness of Shivam 
Dube (176 runs), Ravindra Jadeja 
and Dhoni in the death overs.
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KOLKATA: Two-time champi-
ons Kolkata Knight Riders will 
seek home comfort in their 
bid to return to winning ways 
when they face a depleted 
Lucknow Super Giants in an 
Indian Premier League match 
here on Sunday.

The match will be KKR's 

first of the five matches at 
home on the trot and the 
Gautam Gambhir-mentored 
side will be fully aware this 
can prove decisive to clinch 
the play-off spot for the first 
time since 2021.

In the points tally, nothing 
separates the two teams, both 
of whom have secured three 
wins each, and lost their re-
spective last-round matches. 
KKR's over-reliance on their 
Caribbean ageing duo of Sunil 
Narine and Andre Russell was 
exposed by defending cham-
pions Chennai Super Kings 
when they lost by seven wick-
ets in their previous outing.

Narine (27) and Russell (10) 
failed with the bat and the 
team, who had posted two 
200-plus scores from three 
matches on the back of the 
Caribbean duo's blazing form, 
could manage an under par 
137/9 at Chennai.

In the spotlight since the 
beginning of the season, KKR 
captain Shreyas Iyer has failed 

to impress and his scores give 
an abysmal picture -- 0, 39 
not out, 18 and 34.

Ramandeep Singh also had 
a lean run after an impressive 
35 against SRH.

The 2022 U-19 World Cup 
winning Angkrish Raghuvan-
shi has impressed the most 
following his 54 against Delhi 
Capitals. And he will like to re-
turn among runs after failing to 
convert his start against CSK.

The most-talked about 
signing Mitchell Starc's poor 
form with the ball has been 
the talk of the town.

The Aussie speed gun has 
an economy of 11.00 and 

took his first wicket of this 
IPL against DC after giving 
away 100 runs in the first two 
matches.

While KKR will be over-
whelming favourites at Eden, 
LSG with their unassuming 
approach will not give up eas-
ily, even as they will miss their 
pace sensation Mayank Yadav 
for a second successive match.

Mayank's replacement Ar-
shad Khan failed to impress, 
conceding at 10.73 runs over 
as they failed to defend 167 at 
home against DC last evening.

Mohsin Khan, who claimed 
2/34 against Punjab Kings, 
could be a perfect replace-
ment but it remains to be 
seen if he's fully recovered 
from his hamstring injury 
that had sidelined the left-
arm pacer. The team owned 
by Kolkata-based industrial-
ist Sanjeev Goenka will hope 
for a much better show after 
mustering an average 167/7 
against DC on Friday.

Match Starts: 3.30pm.
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LONDON: Newcastle United 
handed Tottenham Hotspur an-
other drubbing at St. James' Park 
as Alexander Isak's double helped 
secure a 4-0 win for Eddie Howe's 
team in the Premier League on 
Saturday.

Isak and Anthony Gordon 
scored within 95 seconds of each 
other in the first half as Newcas-
tle followed up last season's 6-1 
home win over Spurs with an-
other dominant performance to 
damage Tottenham's hopes of a 
top-four finish.

Isak, who also scored twice in 
that big win last April, capped a stel-
lar performance with a second goal 
in the 51st minute to take his tally to 
17 in the league and 21 overall this 
season. Gordon added his second as-
sist of the game with a corner that 
was headed home by Fabian Schar 
for the fourth goal in the 87th.

Tottenham manager Ange 
Postecoglou, who took charge after 
last season, had said this week that 
he had not studied the tape of the 
6-1 loss and he probably won't want 
to watch this one back, either.

Tottenham's defence fell apart 
repeatedly and star centre-back 
Micky van de Ven was partially at 

fault for the first two goals as he 
slipped both times and let Isak and 
Gordon go past him inside the area.

Gordon had set Isak up for the 
opener in the 30th minute and 
then netted the second himself in 
the 32nd after pouncing on a poor 
ball from Tottenham right back Pe-
dro Porro back toward his own goal.

The third came when Bruno 
Guimaraes helped Newcastle win 

possession just outside its area 
and then launched a long ball 
up the pitch for the speedy Isak 
to run onto. The striker made no 
mistake when one-on-one with 
goalkeeper Vicario, calmly slot-
ting the ball inside the far post.

Isak has now scored in six 
straight league home games and 
became the first Newcastle player 
since Alan Shearer in 2003-04 to 

reach 20 goals in all competitions 
in a topflight season.

Schar was then left open to 
head home Gordon's corner from 
eight yards out to cap the rout.

The big loss meant Tottenham 
dropped below Aston Villa into 
fifth, behind Unai Emery's side on 
goal difference.

Newcastle is sixth, 10 points be-
hind Villa and Tottenham. (AP)
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MADRID: Antoine Griezmann scored 
twice as Atletico Madrid overcame an 
early scare to crush Girona 3-1 in a top-
of-the-table LaLiga clash on Saturday.

LaLiga top-scorer Artem Dovbyk net-
ted his 17th goal of the season with a 
tap-in from a counter-attack to give the 
visitors the lead in the fourth minute but 
Atletico equalised with Griezmann from 
the penalty spot in the 34th minute.

Atletico scored with a Angel Correa 
header in first half stoppage time be-
fore the break and Griezmann secured 
the points five minutes into the second 
half, firing a close-range effort past the 
goalkeeper.

With the win, fourth-placed Atletico 
moved to 61 points, four behind Gi-
rona in third. Barcelona, who play at 
Cadiz later on Saturday, are second on 
67 points. Real Madrid are top on 75 
points.


