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WANT YOUR SKIN TO LOOK 
FLAWLESS AND RADIANT ON EID?

BOOK 
YOUR 
APPOINTMENT 

NOW

Here are our top Eid beauty tips and treatment 
recommendations to perfect your Eid look instantly.

KINDLY VISIT US AT OUR CLINIC. 
GOGJI BAGH MAIN ROAD, 
VINTAGE PLAZA,SECOND 
FLOOR, NEAR KARIM’S, 
SRINAGAR

Appointment based 
TIMINGS: MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
3.30 to 6.30
For appointments 
Contact: 9797703533 
Receptionist: +91 95969 87949 
+91 7780-969328

Congress Election 
Manifesto Steers 
Away From Art 370
Calls For Restoration Of Statehood To J&K

Dr Farooq Welcomes Congress Manifesto

N
ational Conference chief Farooq Abdullah on Friday 

welcomed the Congress manifesto for the Lok Sabha 

polls and expressed hope that it gets fulfilled.

"It is a good manifesto. What else do you want?" Abdullah 

told reporters after offering Jumatul Vida prayers at 

Hazratbal Shrine here. The National Conference president 

said that it would be a good thing if national | More on P6

Bundle Of 
Lies, Aimed 
At Creating 
Confusion: BJP

T
he Congress released its manifesto 

for the Lok Sabha elections on 

Friday, focusing on the five 'pillars of 

justice'. The party emphasised restoration 

of statehood for J&K,cash | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar: In its manifesto for 
2024 Lok Sabha polls, the 
Congress on Friday prom-
ised to restore full statehood 
to Jammu & Kashmir, but 
the party remained silent 

on abrogation of the Article 
370 and revocation of the 
Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA) from the Union 
Territory.

The manifesto for 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls was released by 
Congress | More on P6

UNHRC RESOLUTION

India Votes In 
Favour Of Palestine

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: India has voted in fa-
vour of the UN Human Rights 
Council’s Resolution, supporting 
the “right to self-determination 
for Palestinian people”, where-
as it abstained from voting on 
the resolution on the “human 
rights situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and the obliga-
tion to ensure accountability 
and justice.”

The UNHRC on Thursday ad-
opted a resolution on the human 
rights situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and the obliga-
tion to ensure accountability and 
justice, ANI reported on Friday.

The intergovernmental body 
shared a post on X, stating, “Draft 
resolution A/HRC/55/L.30 on the 
Human rights situation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and 
the obligation to ensure ac-
countability | More on P6

Jumat-ul-Vida Observed With Religious Fervor Across J&K

Kejriwal Cannot Be Given 
Special Privileges: ED To Court

Occupation Of Govt Accommodations In J&K

Hear Overstayers Before Initiating 
Action: HC Directs Admin

SONAM WANGCHUK’S PASHMINA MARCH

Sec 144 Imposed, Internet 
Speed Reduced In Leh

FAI Terminates 
Membership 
Of JKAFA
Agencies

Jammu:The Fencing 
Association of India (FAI) 
has de-affiliated and termi-
nated the membership of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Amateur 
Fencing Association (JKAFA), 
in view of the ongoing “dis-
pute” between the bodies.

A circular issued by the 
Fencing Association of India 
reads that the national body 
has de-affiliated and termi-
nated the membership of J&K 
Amateur Fencing Association.

A letter issued on April 3, 
2024 by the General Secretary, 
Fencing Association of 
India, Rajeev Mehta said, 
“this is to inform you that 
the Fencing Association of 
India in its Annual General 
Meeting held on 30.12.2023 
at Raipur, Chhattisgarh has 
unanimously passed a mo-
tion to de-affiliate and ter-
minate the membership 
of J&K Amateur Fencing 
Association and accordingly 
the J&K Fencing Association 
is de-affiliated and ceases to 
be a member of the FAI w.e.f. 
31.12.2023.”(KNO)

Work Done In 10 Yrs Just An Appetiser, 
Main Course Yet To Come: PM
Press Trust Of India

Jaipur: Highlighting the work 
done by his government in the 
last 10 years, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Friday said 
it was just an "appetiser" and 
the main course is yet to come.

Addressing a rally in Churu, 
his second election rally in 
Rajasthan in three days, Modi 
also accused the Congress of 
insulting the Army and di-
viding people and said this 

represented the "identity" of 
the opposition party.

He further said that the 

country now is a "new India", 
which strikes within enemy 
territory – an apparent ref-
erence to counterstrikes in 
Pakistan after terror attacks in 
India. "Naya Bharat ghar mein 
ghus kar maarta hai."

"Today even the enemy 
knows that this is Modi, this is 
the new India," the prime min-
ister added.

"No matter how much has 
happened, whatever has hap-
pened till now | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court on Thursday di-
rected the administration to hear the 
former legislators who are overstay-
ing at government accommodations 
before taking any action.

A bench of Chief Justice N Kotiswar 
Singh and Justice M A Chowdhary 
issued the direction while hearing a 
petition seeking eviction of former 
ministers and legislators overstay-
ing in government accommodations 
in Jammu and Srinagar. It directed 
the directors of estates in Jammu and 
Srinagar to deal with each of the 43 
occupants and pass specific individ-
ual orders, either for cancellation of 
accommodation and eviction or for 
allotment, thereof, by giving specific 
reasons for doing so.

”We make it clear that if the 

accommodation of any individual 
mentioned in this report is contin-
ued, specific reasons supported by 
necessary materials must be provid-
ed before this court so that this court 
will examine whether the authori-
ties have taken an appropriate and 
fair decision regarding the govern-
ment accommodation being pres-
ently provided to these 43 persons,” 
the bench said.

After hearing advocate Sheikh 
Shakeel Ahmed and others, 

appearing for the petitioner, and 
Senior Additional Advocate General 
S S Nanda, representing the Jammu 
and Kashmir government, the bench 
also directed that the directors of es-
tates in Jammu and Srinagar will hear 
these 43 people individually before 
passing any order.

It directed the officials to inform 
the court of the rentals these 43 peo-
ple have been paying as they have 
ceased to hold offices and why they 
have not been charged rental at com-
mercial rates since they are not hold-
ing any office as of now.

The court said while passing sepa-
rate orders for the occupants, authori-
ties will keep in mind the provisions of 
the J&K Estates Department (Allotment 
of Government Accommodation) 
Regulations, 2004, and various orders 
passed by the court.

When the petition | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Enforcement 
Directorate on Friday opposed 
the plea moved by Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal before a 
city court for more time with his 
lawyer, saying special privileges 
cannot be extended to him mere-
ly because he wants to run the 
government from inside the jail.

The ED made its submissions 
before the special judge for CBI 
and ED cases Kaveri Baweja, 

who reserved the order on 
Kejriwal's plea for Monday.

Kejriwal's counsel told the 
judge that multiple cases were 
pending against the politician 
and that one  | More on P6

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Jumat-ul-Vida, the 
last Friday of the holy month 

of Ramazan was observed 
with religious reverence 
and devotion across Jammu 
and Kashmir. The largest 

congregation on the occasion 
was held at Dargah Hazratbal 
here, where thousands of 
devotees including men, 

women and children offered  
Friday prayers. The shrine 
that holds the holy relic of | 

More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Authorities in Leh district of 
Ladakh Union Territory have imposed 
section 144 of CrPC 1973 and reduced 
the internet speed to 2G to maintain 
peace in the area.

The decision was taken in the 
wake of Sonam Wangchuk’s planned 
Pashmina march on April 7.

The District Magistrate Leh, Santosh 
Sukhdeva, citing reported reliable 
inputs of apprehension of breach 
of peace and public tranquility in 
the district, received from Senior 
Superintendent of Police Leh, said in 
an order that it is desirable that any 

breach of peace, disturbance to public 
tranquility and danger to human life 
should be immediately prevented.

Exercising the powers vested in him 
under Section 144 of CrPC, 1973, the 
DM said that there shall be no proces-
sion/rally/march etc. taken out by any-
one without the prior approval from 
the District Magistrate Leh, in writing.

"No procession/rally/march etc. 
shall be taken out by anyone with-
out the prior approval of the District 
Magistrate, Leh, in writing, No one 
shall use the vehicles mounted or 
other loudspeakers without prior ap-
proval from the competent authority, 
No public gathering,   | More on P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The name of my daughter in school records has been 

wrongly written as Binsha Mohi-u-Din while her correct 

name is Aisha Mohi-u-din which needs to be corrected. If 

anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file 

his/her objection in the office of the Headmaster Govt 

Primary School Hazarpora within a period of seven days 

from the date of publication of this notice. After that no 

objection shall be entertained. 

Ghulam Mohi-u-Din Wani 

F/o Aisha Mohi-u-Din   bmg

R/o Hazarpora Aripanthan Magam 

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name  in school records has been wrongly written as  

Aaminah while my correct name is Aaminah Asif which 

needs to be corrected. If anybody has any objection in 

this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office 

of the SRM Welkin High Secondary School Sopore within 

a period of seven days from the date of publication of 

this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 

Aaminah Asif 

D/o Mohd Asif Tantary  fko

R/o Palhallan Tantarypora

What Is Sugar And What Would 
Happen If I Stopped Eating It? 
A Scientist Explains

Grace Marie Jones

The Conversation

T
he world has declared a time-
out on sugar consumption. The 
harmful link between disease 
and dietary sugar was recently 

outlined in a comprehensive assess-
ment of published studies.

Recognising this link between 
widely consumed food and disease is 
essential in marshalling forces to change 
harmful outcomes. These include coro-
nary heart disease, obesity, type 2 dia-
betes, tooth decay and some cancers. 
For over a decade, my research has 
focused on the mechanisms by which 
fructose intake plays into disease.

A growing number of African coun-
tries have joined the worldwide efforts 
to reduce sugar intake. For instance, in 
an attempt to address obesity, diabetes 
and other non-communicable diseases, 
South Africa introduced a tax on sugar-
sweetened drinks in 2018.

It’s hard to avoid sugar when it’s 
become a normal part of diets and 
when we celebrate special times with 
sweet treats. But being more aware of 
what sugar is and how it can affect our 
health is the first step.

What is sugar?
Sugar is a class of naturally occur-

ring sweet-tasting molecules found in 
fruits, vegetables, plants and the milk 
of mammals. It can be extracted from 
these natural sources and concentrated 
in processed foods.

The sweet-tasting molecules in 
sucrose (table sugar) are glucose and 
fructose.

Sucrose is a disaccharide. This is a 
molecule made of two simple sugars 
– glucose and fructose – in a 1:1 ratio 
and chemically bound. Sucrose is used 
in many processed foods.

High fructose corn syrup, also used 
in processed foods, is a mixture of the 

monosaccharides glucose and fructose. 
Usually the combination is 45% glucose 
and 55% fructose.

Sucrose and high fructose corn syr-
up are more concentrated in processed 
foods than in fruits and vegetables.

Both are considered added sug-
ars when they are added to foods and 
drinks. Besides the sweet taste, they 
may be added for colour and texture, 
as a preservative or to aid fermentation.

There are other natural sugars 
found in the foods we eat. Lactose, or 
milk sugar, is a disaccharide made of 
two simple sugars – glucose and galac-
tose – in a 1:1 ratio. It’s found in mam-
mals’ milk and produced naturally to 
provide nutrition to offspring, and in 
other dairy products, such as cheese 
and ice cream.

Honey, made from nectar by hon-
eybees, is primarily a mixture of glu-
cose and fructose monosaccharides 
with some maltose, sucrose and other 
carbohydrates. Maltose, which is found 
in breakfast cereals and breads, is a di-
saccharide of two glucose molecules.

Naturally occurring sugars are 
made by plants, bees or mammals 
based on their needs.

The human body needs glucose 
as a fuel for every cell, especially brain 
cells. That’s one of the reasons why 
we need a stable blood glucose level 
throughout the day and night.

The way our bodies use fructose is 
different. It can be turned into glucose, 
used as fuel, or processed into fats, 
called triglycerides. Excessive fructose 
in our diets can lead to increases in 
blood triglycerides, liver fat, blood glu-
cose, body mass index and insulin re-
sistance (where the body cannot easily 
remove glucose from the bloodstream).

Increases in these markers can 
lead to an increased risk for metabolic 
dysfunction, type 2 diabetes and non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease (or meta-
bolic dysfunction-associated steatotic 
liver disease).

Because of the difference in how 
the body uses glucose and fructose, and 
evidence that a higher consumption of 
sugar leads to worse health outcomes, 
we must be mindful of the added sugar 
we eat.

What would happen if we 
quit eating sugar?

A group of scientists performed a 
study and published a set of research 
papers that detailed exactly what hap-
pened when over 40 children (aged 
eight to 18) stopped eating sugar and 
fructose for 10 days. The participants 
didn’t stop eating bread, hotdogs or 
snacks. They stopped eating fructose. 
These studies found significant reduc-
tions in:

- newly made triglycerides (or fats)
- fasting blood glucose
- blood pressure
- fat stored on organs, including the 

liver
- AST, which is a marker of liver 

function
- insulin resistance, as their cells 

were better able to remove glucose 
from the bloodstream

- body mass index.

The participants also reported feel-
ing better and were better behaved.

The World Health Organization has 
made recommendations for adults and 
children to reduce their sugar intake to 
about 58 grams, or 14 teaspoons, per 
day or between 5% and 10% of total ca-
loric intake.

This is not a lot of sugar.
Consider that a 300ml bottle of 

Coca-Cola or 240ml cup of sugarcane 
juice contain about 30 grams of sugar. 
One piece of mandazi, a popular deep-
fried Kenyan wheat snack, has about 
4 grams of sugar, or about 6% of the 
WHO’s recommended intake con-
tained in each small piece.

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Tilgam

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
Subject: Imran Ahmad  Wani  And Aabid Ali Wani S/o Ali 
Mohammad Wani R/o Wanigam Bala Tehsil Pattan  regarding 
obtaining RBA Certificate
Public Notice
General Public is hereby informed through this notice that 
the applicant file is currently under process in the office of 
undersigned regarding obtaining RBA certificate. In this matter 
report of Patwari Halqa Wanigam Bala records that the ap-
plicant is a permanent resident of said village and is residing 
here from more than 15 years and has not migrated from the 
said village the annual family income of the applicant from 
all sources is Rs 240,000/-. Family details of the applicant are 
give beow.

S. NO Name Parentag Age Occupation
1 Ali Mohd Wani Gh Nabi Wani 64 Retired 

Employee
2 Naseema Begum W/o Ali  Mohd 58 h/w
3 Parvaiz Ah S/o Ali Mohd 33 Labour
4 Shahzada Begum W/o Parvaiz Ah 30 H/W
5 Shugufta Akhter D/o Ali Mohd 27  Student
6 Imran Ah Wani -- 26 --
7 Aabid Ali Wani -- 21 --

In this connection If any person(s) has any objection(s) he/
she can visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days from the 
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection will 
be considered.
fko  Naib Tehsildar

Office of the Naib Tehsildar 
Executive Magistrate 1st lass Palhallan 

Subject:- Application of Han Knshan S/o Ram Chand 
R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla Kashmir 
A/P Govt. Qtr No 261 Block O Jampur Jammu (2) Cianesh 
Lal razdan s//o Lassa Ram Ra/dan R/o Palhallan Tehsil 
Pattan District Baramulla Kashmir A/P presently Resid-
ing at ward no 66. sec ist, Vinayak Nagar Muthin Jammu (3) 
Makhan I .at Razdan S/o l^issa Ram Ra/dan R/o Palhallan 
Tehsil pattan District Baramulla Kashmir presently resid-
ing at Vivek vihar paloura Jammu (4) Hriday Nath Razdan 
s/o Lassa Ram Ra/dan R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan District 
Baramulla Kashmir presently residing at house no 6 se4 I. 
Vivek vihar paloura Jammu (5) Moti Lai Ra/dan S/o l.assan 
Ram Ra/dan R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla 
Kashmir presently residing at Vivek vihar paloura Jammu 
(6) Kanhaiya Lai Ra/dan S/o Lassa Ram Razdan R/o Palhal-
lan Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla Kashmir presently 
residing at Vivek vihar paloura Jammu (7) Shuban Lal Raz-
dan S/o Lassa Ram Ra/dan R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan Dis-
trict Baramulla Kashmir presently residing at Vivek vihar 
paloura Jammu (8) Avtar Knshan S/o Lassa Ram Ra/dan 
R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan Distnct Baramulla Kashmir 
presently residing house no 2/131 vikas nagar. subash nagar 
Jammu (9) Ritu Razdan and Rcenu Razdan D/o Late Chaman 
Lai Razdan R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan Distnct Barnmulln 
Kashmir presently residing at Vivek vihat paloura Jammu 
(here in after called the vendors / party of the first part) for 
alienation of land measunng 3 kanal 12 maria under surevy 
no 2860 situated at Village Palhallan Tehsil Pattan through 
attorney namely Haji Fayaz Ahmad bhat S/o Ghulam Qadir 
Bhat R/o Palhallan Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla under 
provisions of J&K migrants immovable property (preven-
tion protection and restraint distress sales act 1997).

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shri Hari Knshan S/o Ram Chand R/o Palhallan Teh-

sil Pattan Distnct Baramulla Kashmir A/p Govt Qtr No 261 
block O Jampur Jammu and others have authorised Haji 
Fayaz Ahmad Bhat S/o Ghulam Qadir Bhat R/o Palhallan 
Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla Kashmir alinete the land 
measuring 3 kanals 12 marlas under survey no 2860 situated 
at Village Palhallan and the said land owner have exceeded 
irrevocable general power of attorney duly registered at-
tested by Sub Registrar 3rd additional Munsiff Jammu 29-
11-2017 subsequently the said land owners have alienated 19 
marlas out of said survey no 2860 by virtue of agreement to 
sell duly attested by the notary public Jammu City as per 
copy of the same produced by Bashir Ahmad Lone S/o Gh-
ulam Mohammad Lone R/o Palhallan .The Said land Own-
ers have moved an application addressed to the Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir Srinagar for according permission 
in favour of the said Bashir Ahmad Lone and accepted to 
have received commendation from the said vindca ( Bashir 
Ahmad Lone) The said Fayaz Ahmad Bhat has already 
I landovcr the possession of 19 Marla of land _ to the said 
Bashir Ahmad Lone and the rest of the land is possession of 
the said attorney holder. Now the said Bashir Ahmad lx>ne 
require permission of competent authority empowered un-
der migrant act. As such the land owners and . any other 
person having interest in the said portion of land may file 
objections, if any within seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice and no objection will be entertained after 
the situpalaited date. This may be treated final notice issued 
under my seal & Sign.

fko

J
K
B
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 4 : 47

ZUHR 12:34

ASR 5: 06

Magrib 6:57

ISHA 8: 21

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

26   Ramzan

1445

This Day In History

•	 402 - Battle at Pollentia: Roman army under 
Stilicho beats Visigoten 

•	 1320 -  The Scots reaffirm their independence by 
signing the Declaration of Arbroath

•	 1327  - Italian poet Petrarch 1st sets eyes on his 
beloved Laura

•	 1362  - Tard-Venus robber bands strike at Brignais, 
France

•	 1385  - John, Master of the Order of Aviz, is made 
King John I of Portugal

•	 1516 A Willaert installed as singer of cardinal 
Ippolito I d'Este

•	 1664 - France & Saxony sign alliance 
•	 1672 - France declares war on Netherlands 
•	 1722 - Peter the Great, Tsar of Russia, ends tax on 

men with beards 
•	 1859 - US recognizes Liberal government in 

Mexico’s War of Reform 
•	 1869 - 1st plastic, Celluloid, patented 
•	 1896 - 1st modern Olympic games open in Athens 

Greece [3/25 OS] American, James Connolly, wins 
1st Olympic gold medal in mod history 

•	 1905 - Germany receives invitation from Sultan 
of Morocco to an interna¬tional conference to 
discuss matters relating to Morocco 

•	 1906 - 1st animated cartoon copyrighted 
•	 1912 - Electric starter 1st appeared in cars 
•	 1916 - German parliament approves unrestricted 

submarine warfare 
•	 1917 - US declares war on Germany, enters World 

War I 
•	 1919 - Bavaria proclaims itself a soviet republic 
•	 1920- To force German evacuation of the Ruhr 

area, the French occupy Frankfurt, Darmstadt, 
and Hanau

•	 1924- 4 planes leave Seattle on 1st successful 
around-the-world flight

•	 1924- Italy fascists receives 65% of vote of 
parliament

•	 1930- 1st transcontinental glider tow completed
•	 1930- Hostess Twinkies invented by bakery 

executive James Dewar
•	 1934- 418 Lutheran ministers arrested in Germany
•	 1936- Tornado, kills 203 & injuring 1,800 in 

Gainesville Georgia
•	 1938- Teflon invented by American chemist Roy J. 

Plunkett at DuPont [1]
•	 1939 -Great Britain & Poland sign military pact
•	 1939- US & UK agree on joint control of Canton & 

Enderbury Is (Pacific)
•	 1941- Beginning of operation Bestrafung - German 

bombers attack Belgrade (17,000 die)
•	 1941- British major general Michael Gambier-Parry 

captured in North Africa
•	 1941 -German bombardment of Piraeus 

(munitions ship explodes)
•	 1941- Italian forces holding Addis Ababa surrender 

to British & Ethiopian forces
•	 1943 -British & US armies link up in Africa during 

WW II
•	 1943- British offensive at Wadi Akarit, South 

Tunisia
•	 1945- Battle of Okinawa: Giant Japanese 

battleship Yamato heads to Okinawa with orders 
to beach herself and be destroyed defending the 
island

•	 1945- The Holocaust: Nazis begin evacuating 
prisoners from Buchenwald concentration camp

•	 1945- World War II: Dutch city of Coevorden freed 
from German occupation by Canadian forces

•	 1955- Yemen: failed coup by Abdullah Seif el-
Islam

•	 1956- Polish communist Gomulka freed from prison
•	 1957- USSR performs nuclear test (atmospheric 

tests)
•	 1964- Egypt & Belgium restore diplomatic 

relations
•	 1966- Mihir Sen swims Palk Strait between Sri 

Lanka & India
•	 1967- Premier Georges Pompidou forms new 

French government
•	 1968- 94.5% of East German voters approve new 

socialist constitution

Ramazan Best 
Opportunity For Smokers 
To Quit, Say Doctors

Jamia Masjid Locked, Mirwaiz 
Put Under House Arrest

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: The gates of Central 
Jamia Masjid located in the Nowhat-
ta area of the old city, according to 
the Anjuman Auqaf Jamia Masjid, 
the mosque's overseeing body was 
locked by the authorities on Jumat-
ul-Vida, the last Friday of the holy 
month of Ramazan.

Mirwaiz Umer Farooq, the 
head priest of Kashmir, was report-
edly placed under house arrest and 
was thus unable to deliver the Ju-
mat-ul-Vida Sermon at the revered 
mosque.

It’s worth mentioning that the 
historic Jamia Masjid hosts largest 
congregational prayers on Jumat-
ul-Vida. Due to mosque closure 
people headed to Dargah Hazrat-
bal, eyewitnesses said.

The grand mosque was to host 
a Friday sermon by Mirwaiz Umer 
Farooq against the rising drug 
abuse in Kashmir. But he was up-
set at what he saw as ‘unjustified’ 
restrictions over his freedom of 
movement and speech on Jumat-
ul-Vida.   

A spokesman of Anjuman 
Auqaf Jamia Masjid, in a state-
ment, said that the authorities 
disallowed congregational Jumat-
ul-Vida prayers at Jamia Masjid, 
with police and paramilitary forc-
es deployed in strength around the 
grand mosque.

The spokesman said that au-
thorities later barred Mirwaiz 
from addressing media at his Ni-
geen residence, prompting him to 
circulate a video message to con-
demn the move.

Mirwaiz in his message cir-
culated on social media, said that 
thousands of worshippers who 
were denied entry to Jamia Masjid 
on Jumat-ul-Vida were disappoint-
ed and distressed by the actions of 
the government.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The holy month 
of Ramazan is a hope for 
smokers to quit smoking 
and other bad habits, as 
it can generate willpower 
among them, doctors said.

They said that smok-
ing can have an adverse 
impact on health, and 
smokers are at risk of 
having lung cancer. Fast-
ing in Ramazan is the best 
opportunity for them to 
get rid of smoking.

Dr Showkat Ahmad, 
working in south Kash-
mir, said that besides hav-
ing enormous health ben-
efits, fasting is the best 
opportunity for smokers 
to quit cigarette smoking.

"Fasting develops 
willpower among people, 
and a smoker can think 
that if he can leave smok-
ing for 14 hours while 
fasting, why not for a full 
24 hours and accordingly, 
forever," he said.

Dr Showkat said that 
diabetic patients, who 
wish to fast, must take 
special care as it is not 
advisable for them to 
take long food breaks. 
He said taking frequent 
meals after certain dura-
tions helps in maintain-
ing their blood glucose 
level smoothly.

"Diabetic patients 
must check blood sugar 
levels frequently during 
fasting. If someone feels 
symptoms of hypogly-
cemia, an instant blood 
sugar test should be done 
to prevent any untoward 
complication," he added. 
"Diabetic patients could 
have slow-absorbing 
foods, which have a low 
glycemic index before 
they begin the fast. These 
types of food keep your 
blood glucose level more 
stable and smooth during 
the course of the fast.

Dr Ahmad said that 
diabetic patients must 
avoid long brisk walks 
while they are fasting to 
avoid hypoglycemia and 
dehydration; however, 
they can go for a walk 
once they break their fast 
in the evening.

He said patients suf-
fering from chronic dis-
eases must consult their 
treating doctor before 
starting fasting, as many 
heart, liver and kidney 
disease patients have to 
take diuretic medicines 
leading to frequent uri-
nation, which can lead 
to dehydration.

The general popu-
lation who are fasting 
must stay hydrated, take 
enough proteins, eat a 
fibre-rich diet, and eat 
foods containing essen-
tial micronutrients like 
iron, calcium, and vita-
min B12, he advised.

Dr Mir Mushtaq, 
spokesperson of the Di-
rectorate of Health Ser-
vices Kashmir and Nodal 
Officer, National Tobacco 
Control Program (NTCP), 
said that Ramazan is 
the best opportunity for 
people to leave bad habits 
like smoking, as fasting 
develops a sense of pa-
tience in the person.

Ramazan is an op-
portunity to make sig-
nificant changes in one's 
lifestyle and develop the 
resolve to make healthy 
living choices, he said, 
adding, "The diet should 
be simple and not dif-
fer too much from one’s 
normal everyday diet. 
It should contain foods 
from all the major food 
groups - like fruits and 
vegetables; bread, other 
cereals, and potatoes; 
milk and meat; fish and 
dairy food alternatives; 
foods containing fat and 
foods containing sugar.” DEO Srinagar Joins Vibrant Electoral 

Awareness Program Under SVEEP
Observer News Service

Srinagar: With a view to enhance 
public participation in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha, 2024, the District 
Election Officer (DEO) Srinagar, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat joined 
a Vibrant Voter Awareness pro-
gram organized by District Elec-
tion Authority at the world famous 
Tulip Garden under Systematic 
Voters’ Education and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP).

On the occasion, the District 
Election Officer Srinagar, who is 
also the Returning Officer(RO) for 
02-Srinagar Parliamentary Constit-
uency along with Deputy District 
Election Officer, Mir Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz, Nodal Officer SVEEP/AMF, 
A.H.Fani, Deputy CEO Srinagar, 
Anjum Raja other Officers from 
Chief Education Office Srinagar, 
School Students, hundreds of Lo-
cals and Tourists visiting from 

across India captured memorable 
selfies at the SVEEP Selfie Stand 
set up by the District Election Au-
thority Srinagar.

While interacting with the par-
ticipants, District Election Officer 
Srinagar Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din 
Bhat urged every citizen to maxi-
mize voter turnout and highlighted 
initiatives like the Pink Booth es-
tablished for Women Voters and 
Vote-from-Home facility for Senior 
citizens aged 85 and above.

The DEO said that the primary 
objective of organizing such events 
is to enhance voter awareness and 
boost the public participation in 
the electoral process in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha Elections-2024.

 The DEO urged Students to 
spread the message to their par-
ents, relatives and community un-
derscoring the significance of their 
participation in nation-building 
through elections. He said that a 
well-informed electorate is funda-

mental to ensuring a vibrant and 
representative democracy. He also 
interacted with the tourists visit-
ing Tulip Garden and hoped that 
they all will also cast their vote in 
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

Deputy District Election Offi-
cer Srinagar, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz 
while interacting with the students, 
teachers and locals urged them to 
act as ambassadors of SVEEP in 
their locality and encourage oth-
ers to participate in upcoming Lok 
Sabha elections.

District Nodal Officer, SVEEP/
AMF, A.H.Fani also urged the stu-
dents to carry forward the message 
regarding right to vote to their 
family and participation in nation-
building through elections. He em-
phasized the role of SVEEP in edu-
cating people about the electoral 
process. He added that SVEEP’s 
primary goal is to build a truly par-
ticipative democracy by encourag-
ing all eligible citizens to vote.

First Quarterly UTRC 
Meeting Sets Benchmark 
For Criminal Justice
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The District 
Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA) Srinagar under 
the aegis of J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority convened 
the inaugural quarterly 
meeting of Under Trial Re-
view Committee (UTRC) 
in the office Chamber of 
Principal District & Ses-
sion Judge (Chairman 
DLSA) Srinagar.

The meeting was 
chaired by the  Jawad 
Ahmed, Principal District 
& Session Judge (Chair-
man DLSA) Srinagar and 

witnessed active partici-
pation from key stake-
holders, including Ashish 
Mishra, S.S.P Srinagar; 
Syed Ahmad Kataria, 
ADC Srinagar; Jahangir 
Ahmad Bakshi, Secretary 
DLSA Srinagar; Sheikh 
Zulfikar Azad, SSP, Cen-
tral Jail Srinagar; Aijaz 
Ahmad, Chief Prosecut-
ing Officer, Srinagar; 
Dr. Sheikh Athar Senior 
Medical Officer, Central 
Jail Srinagar; Saad Ganie, 
Chief Legal Aid Defense 
Counsel and Zulfi Tas-
neem, Deputy Legal 
Aid Counsel.

Pahroo Chowk, 
Nowgam Residents 
Demand E-Bus Service

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The residents of Pahroo 
Chowk, Nowgam in Srinagar have 
demanded the authorities to launch 
e-bus service in the locality.

The demand for e-bus ser-
vice comes as a response to the 
increasing need for efficient and 
eco-friendly public transporta-
tion options in the locality.

The locals said that with grow-
ing concerns about pollution and 
traffic congestion, they believe that 
the adoption of electric buses could 
significantly improve the quality of 
life in Nowgam.They added, “We 
need modern transportation solu-
tions that not only address our mo-
bility needs but also contribute to 
reducing our carbon footprint.”

A resident said, the induction of 
e-buses is the way forward. “These 
buses are clean, quiet, and offer a 
sustainable alternative to conven-
tional diesel vehicles. Also, there is 
a higher need for these buses in our 
area, as we are worried because of 
no transport being available for sev-
eral hours,” he said.

The grand mosque 
was to host a Friday 

sermon by Mirwaiz Umer Farooq 

against the rising drug abuse 

in Kashmir. But he was upset 

at what he saw as ‘unjustified’ 

restrictions over his freedom 

of movement and speech on 

Jumat-ul-Vida.
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Beyond Forbidden Watermelons 
Is watermelon the solitary edible which is allegedly contaminated? Are all 

other things pure and safe for human consumption? 

Mushtaq Hurra 

C
onsumption of fresh fruits in-
cluding dates,  shoots up dur-
ing Ramazan. Fruit vendors 
and shopkeepers bump up 

their sales during the holy month. Even 
unfair surcharging and excessive profi-
teering becomes a norm of the day here. 
Yet people spend hefty amounts on culi-
nary delights to make their Iftaars and 
Sehris scrumptious and savoury. But, 
this Ramadhan, watermelons came in 
the line of fire. People abandoned the 
fruit as if it was the same forbidden 
fruit which Adam (AS) had eaten in 
paradise. Sales of the fruit dwindled 
drastically. Social networking sites 
went abuzz with posts and videos, de-
bating the alleged harmful chemical 
contamination of the fruit. Medicos 
kept issuing decrees, and cautioning 
commoners not to include the fruit in 
their diets. Facebook journalists re-
sorted to media trialling, that too with-
out having the requisite knowledge and 
required expertise to comment on the 
same. Commoners found themselves in 
a fix because a paradox of theories was 
pouring in from various quarters. 

Well, a billion dollar question pops 
up here. Is watermelon the solitary ed-
ible which is allegedly contaminated? 
Are all other things pure and safe for 
human consumption? The most  prob-
able answer is a big NO. 

Packaged spices and condiments in-
cluding edible oils are not meeting the 
requisite standards. According to studies 
conducted by pesticide residue research 
and analysis laboratory under Kerala 
agricultural university, spices like co-
riander, dried ginger powder, dried red 
chilli, cardamom, cumin powder, pickle 
masala powder, fennel seeds, kashmiri 
chilli powder and curry powder avail-
able in the market,  are laced with toxic 
chemicals. Even toxic arsenic was found 
in turmeric. And locally, we often sus-
pect brick dust contamination in many 
powdered condiments and spices. 

Edible oil is an indispensable and in-
separable part of our diet. We can't imag-
ine a dish or a cuisine without a tem-
pering ( Tadka ) of hot oil, coupled with 
onions or shallots. But, the tadka oil is 
not quite pure and safe for consumption. 

According to surveys conducted by 
reputed researchers and institutions, 
edible oils are polluted with adulter-
ants like argemone and rice bran oils. 
Cooking oils are contaminated with il-
licit carcinogenic food colourants like 
metanil yellow. Ironically, the  verboten 
food colourant is extensively used in In-
dia which jeopardises our lives terribly. 

The noxious metanil is believed to cause 
a surge in serotonin, dopamine and nor-
adrenaline levels which consequently 
reduces our brain's ability to learn and 
grasp things well. 

Now, let's have a cursory look at our 
pharmaceutical market. The industry is 
growing exponentially with a whopping 

turnover of 2.89 lakh crores in 2019-20. 
It is worth mentioning here that the 
same industry was lingering at 1750 
crore turnover during the 1970s. India 
is now a big exporter of medicine. But, 
spurious and substandard drugs have 
brought disrepute and indignity to it. 

Last year, a joint team of central and 

state regulators inspected various Phar-
ma companies spread over the length 
and breadth of the country, and alleg-
edly cancelled the licences of some eigh-
teen companies for manufacturing of 
spurious and adulterated drugs. Twenty 
other Pharma companies were served 
with show-cause notices for violating 

good manufacturing practice ( GMP ). 
The scenario is no different in 

Jammu and Kashmir. A former health 
minister of Jammu and Kashmir had 
revealed in the then state assembly that 
some 83 drugs were found spurious by 
his department. And interestingly, he 
had not over-ruled the alleged nexus 
between doctors and Pharma compa-
nies. I believe the river continues to 
flow with the same deluge, and there is 
hardly any let off for commoners. Some 
unscrupulous and conscienceless medi-
cos sell their Eeman for a few bucks. 
They prescribe substandard drugs to 
win perks, privileges and lucrative 
gifts from pharmaceutical companies. 
A spurious or substandard drug does 
more harm than any good to patients. 
Ah ! Innocent people are murdered in 
the name of potions.

Our own indigenously grown fruits 
and vegetables are lashed by dozens of 
deadly  pesticide sprays. Relentless us-
age of chemical fertilisers removes and 
reduces the magical powers and vitality 
of our veggies. Chemicals like calcium 
carbide are used as artificial fruit ripen-
ers though prohibited by law. Now, peo-
ple have begun to realise the harmful 
and adverse effects of these vegetables 
and fruits on human health. So, organic 
farming is gaining momentum, with 
every passing day, the demand for or-
ganically grown vegetables is touching 
new highs. Vegetable vendors dealing 
with organically grown vegetables and 
fruits sell their produce like hot cakes 
because people are becoming health 
conscious, but most of the masses are 
gullible, and fall prey to the toxins. 

The alleged food adulteration and 
immoderate use of chemicals in ag-
ricultural operations has risked our 
lives to pernicious ailments. Malig-
nancy, diabetes , hypertension and 
different metabolic disorders are 
taking dangerous proportions in our 
valley. Rising cancer incidence in 
Kashmir valley has sent shockwaves 
among commoners and doctors. Ac-
cording to health experts, a sedentary 
lifestyle coupled with adulterated 
foods is probably one of the potential 
causes of the surge in many non-com-
municable diseases. The illicit trade 
of adulteration goes unabated in the 
Peer Vaer. Strong system of checks 
and balances is the need of the hour. 
Imaams and orators should inform 
masses  about the religious perspec-
tive of the menace. 

Author is a Teacher and a Columnist. 
He can be reached at 

mushtaqhurra143@gmail.com

T
he pilot crisis at Vistara, 
which has led to scores of 
flight cancellations and spi-
ralling delays this week, is 

likely to erode public perception of 
an airline that is synonymous with 
premium economy in India. The 
airline’s management did precious 
little to nip the problem in the bud 
when flights were disrupted a month 
earlier due to mass sick leave (the 
aviation sector’s version of strikes) 
taken by pilots. At the root of the cri-
sis lies a new wage agreement that 
has upset pilots by decreasing the 
flying hours allotted to them from 70 
to 40 per month, resulting in a sub-
stantial pay cut. The new contracts 
were necessitated by Vistara’s pend-
ing merger with Air India, a whol-
ly-owned Tata Group subsidiary. It 
is true that along with changes in 
internal structures and potential 
loss of jobs, corporate mergers pose 
challenges for existing employees 
over compensation. Vistara does 
not have a significant buffer of pi-
lots on standby, primarily because 
it has not been hiring in large num-
bers ahead of its Air India merger. 
Therefore, getting the protesting 
pilots on board by addressing their 
concerns is of utmost urgency to re-
gain a sense of loyalty among em-
ployees as well as patrons.

Vistara’s problems are, however, 
not unique. Shortage of staff has hit 
the Indian aviation sector time and 
again—both incumbents as well as 
new entrants. For instance, in Febru-

ary, Akasa Air, which debuted in 2022, 
cancelled flights. And last year, one-
tenth of Akasa’s pilots resigned to join 
rival airlines, resulting in hundreds of 
flights getting cancelled. In 2019, mar-
ket leader IndiGo was saddled with a 
pilot crunch after a majority of its per-

sonnel had exceeded the annual cap on 
flying hours. To contain the staff short-
age, the airline inducted expat pilots. 
In the same year, many Air India pilots 
resigned citing low pay.

Such examples, experts suggest, 
are unlikely to end anytime soon as 

Indian airlines have placed orders for 
the addition of 1,115 new planes to the 
existing fleet over a decade until 2033. 
This will push up the requirement of 
pilots to an estimated 17,000-18,000. 
Currently, Indian carriers have a pilot 
strength of approximately 9,000. How-

ever, the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) issues an average of 
only around 750 commercial pilot li-
cences annually. The Indian aviation 
market, which is the third largest and 
the fastest-growing in the world, has a 
stiff challenge of ensuring enough pi-
lots. Earlier this year, the DGCA did 
well to recognise the fatigue faced by 
overworked pilots as it revised rules 
to stipulate an increase in weekly 
rest periods for flight crew from 36 to 
48 hours. But it hasn’t helped that the 
regulator deferred the date for imple-
menting the amended rules after objec-
tions from airlines.

One cannot ignore serious anoma-
lies in India’s training infrastructure 
as reflected by the presence of licensed 
but inadequately skilled pilots whose 
number runs into thousands. Aspiring 
pilots also end up taking longer than 
the 18-24 months expected to complete 
training and get a licence because of a 
dearth of trainer aircraft and simula-
tors. In some cases, schools fulfil the 
mandate of 200 hours of flight time 
without enough solo flying experience 
for students. A low number of DGCA-
approved flying training organisa-
tions and simulators are also viewed 
as a reason for students choosing to 
go overseas, many of whom do not re-
turn. A concerted effort to rectify these 
deeper issues is therefore essential 
to prevent a recurrence of problems 
plaguing pilots.

The article was originally 
published by Financial Express 

Trouble In The Air
Financial Express

According to studies, spices like coriander, dried ginger powder, 
dried red chilli, cardamom, cumin powder, pickle masala powder, fennel seeds, 

kashmiri chilli powder and curry powder available in the market,  are laced with toxic 
chemicals. Even toxic arsenic was found in turmeric. And locally, we often suspect 
brick dust contamination in many powdered condiments and spices
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Unveiling the Dynamics of 21st 
Century Islamic Scholarship

A Review of Dr. Tauseef Ahmad Parray’s Recent Work
Ab Majeed Ganaie

T
he reviewed book is a compre-
hensive collection of 125 cri-
tiques covering diverse 21st-

century works on various aspects of 
Islam, including Qur’anic Studies, 
the Sirah of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW), Islamic History, Politics, 
Contemporary Issues, and the Con-
temporary Muslim World. Organized 
into nine sections, beginning with the 
Prologue and concluding with the 
Appendix, which features reviews of 
the author’s books (pp. 571-619), the 
work has received a commendation 
from Dr. Junaid S. Ahmad, Director 
of the Centre for Islam and Decolo-
niality, USA, who describes it as a 
“monumental accomplishment” in 
scholarly documentation and analy-
sis (pp. 12-13).

The Prologue, titled “Islamic 
Sources and Thought and Contem-
porary Issues in the 21st Century” 
(pp. 15-18), provides an overview 
of the vast literature produced glob-
ally in the past two decades on Is-
lam. Similarly, the Introduction (pp. 
23-39) delves into the “Quantum of 
(the Western) Scholarship on ‘Islam’ 
in the 21st Century,” emphasizing 
recent publications and reasons for 
the surge in literature production, 
highlighting the necessity and sig-
nificance of reviewing contemporary 
works (p. 32).

The first section scrutinizes Eng-
lish translations of the Qur’an (pp. 
40-71), assessing translations by 
various scholars and noting the shift 
from non-Muslim Western domi-
nance in translation to Muslim schol-
ars’ prevalence in the 21st Century (p. 
42). The reviews employ a detailed 
analysis of each translation, focusing 
on style, content, themes, language, 
and methodology. For instance, a re-
view of the M.A.S. Abdel Haleem’s 
translation of the Qur’ān has been 
reviewed in this section. The author 
has provided a comprehensive analy-
sis of the style and methodology of 
the said work. He says, “Abdel Hal-
eem’s translation is in modern and 
plain English…and he has opted for 
contemporary usage and sentence 
structure and avoid confusing phras-
es” (p. 45). Consequently, one of the 
notable aspects of this section is that, 
it provides a comparative analysis 
of different English translations and 
cites examples in comparison with 
previously published, well-known, 

and authentic translations. Mostly, 
examples from the translations of 
Sūrah al-Fātiḥah from different 
translations reviewed in this work 
have been compared to one another 
(pp. 45-53), and a few examples have 
been provided from the other verses 
of the Qur’ānic text also.

Besides the individual transla-
tion works, a few publications have 
been incorporated in this volume 
published by the Western publica-
tion houses, edited volumes, or 
Encyclopedias, such as Blackwell 
Companion to the Qur’ān (2006) ed-
ited by Andrew Rippin (p. 84). The 
author highlights such works’ main 
features, contributions, and meth-
odological debates. However, the 
central focus of this section remains 
on the six-volume Encyclopedia of 

the Qur’an (EQ) published in 2006. 
The author highlights the reviewed 
work’s strengths and weaknesses and 
says, “The EQ is unique, distinctive, 
and is first of its kind, as there was 
no such reference work in the field 
of Qur’anic Studies untill its publica-
tion (pp. 91-92).” The scholarly opin-
ions presented in this section make 
this work a more valuable and lucid 
contribution.

Dr Parray has dedicated the sec-
ond section of this work under re-
view to the biography of the prophet 
Muḥammad (SAW) titled “Books 
on Seerah: Prophet Muhammad’s 
(PBUH) Biography” (pp. 148-181). 
The significant contribution of the 
section is the comprehensive analy-
sis of the work of Muslim authors, 
particularly the works of M. Yasin 

Mazhar Siddiqui. Dr. Parray argues 
that Sidiqui has brought into the 
limelight one of the ignored per-
spectives of Sirah of the Prophet 
Muḥammad (SAW), particularly 
the Makkan period and the Muslim 
minority vis-a-vis plural society. 
Dr Parray has criticized the use of 
some of the terms by Siddiqui, such 
as “Makkan Islam, Medinan Islam, 
and Makkan Muslims,” because he 
believes that it hints at a division of 
Muslim history, likewise classical 
Islam, Medieval Islam, and Modern 
Islam. However, he states that “the 
book [Prophet Muhammad—A Role 
Model for Muslim Minorities] has 
been written from a refreshing new 
angle and with a different perspec-
tive—the Minority perspective (p. 
150)” that makes a significant con-
tribution to the field. The review of 
J. V. Tolan’s Faces of Muhammad: 
Western Perception of the Prophet 
of Islam (2019) is one of important 
addition of this section. After giving 
a brief background of Tolan and his 
works, the author states that, Tolan 
presents the overall perception of the 
West towards the image of the proph-
et Muḥammad (SAW) (p. 165). The 
author scrutinizes Tolan’s arguments 
by providing a chapter-to-chapter 

analysis. He concludes the review by 
arguing that “Tolan’s work is percep-
tive, meticulous and unbiased critical 
assessment of the prophet of Islam 
in European and American literary 
works (p. 175).”

The book’s subsequent sections 
delve into Islamic history and civi-
lization, theology and sufism, Islam 
and politics, Islam and contemporary 
issues, and the contemporary Muslim 
world, offering a comprehensive cri-
tique of literature in these domains. 
Each section evaluates works from 
both Muslim and non-Muslim West-
ern scholars, emphasizing strengths, 
weaknesses, and contributions to the 
respective fields.

Dr. Parray’s endeavor shows a 

significant contribution in section VI. 
This section is pertaining to “Islam 
and Contemporary Issues.” This sec-

tion reviews the works on a diverse 
range of contemporary issues, such 
as discourses on Islam and moder-
nity, Islamic thought, Islam and Gen-
der Issues, and Islam in the European 
context. Therefore, this section is 
rich in content that discusses contem-
porary scholarship and delves into 
the new paradigms surrounding the 
present challenges and perspectives. 
Dr. Parray’s analysis of the works 
reviewed in this section, highlight-
ing the authors’ major discussions, 
contributions, strengths, and weak-
nesses. This section provides insights 
into modernity, reformist thinkers, 
dialogue and diversity, reformation 
and civilization renewal in Islam, 
women in Islam and gender issues, 
prophet Muḥammad (SAW), and 
women empowerment. Moreover, 
several reviews of the works discuss-
ing Islam and Europe, Muslims in 
Europe, human rights for migrants, 
Islamic radicalism, and multicultural 
politics are some valuable additions 
to this work.

Subsequently, the contemporary 
Muslim world is a second major 
contribution of the work, presenting 
the ideas and ideologies and social 
and political issues into the limelight. 
This section reviews the works ex-
amining the different political sce-
narios in Muslim countries and their 
democratic setup. The section per-
sonalities/personality studies delve 
deep into the ideologies and theories 
of different personalities discussed 
by Muslim and non-Muslim authors.

The miscellaneous section en-
compasses reviews on various topics, 
including comparative politics, Islam 
in South Asia, Orientalism in Eng-
lish literature, self-Identity in Indian 
Muslim English fiction, and Islamic 
Da‘wah. The final section features 
reviews of the author’s own works.

In sum, the book serves as a valu-
able guide for students and research-
ers in Islamic and religious studies, 
offering insights into contemporary 
literature, methodologies, and ap-
proaches. Dr. Parray’s scholarly 
acumen is evident in his meticulous 
analysis, critical examination, and 
reviews, making this compilation a 
noteworthy contribution to the field.

The author is a Doctoral 
Candidate Department of 
Religious Studies, Central 
University of Kashmir
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The Perplexing Status Quo for Muslim Fiction
Mona Zaneefer

I
n the category of young adult 
(YA) fiction, one can find a rela-
tively solid number of Muslim-

oriented novels, some of which 
are consistently championed in 
the Muslim novel-reading com-
munity for their positive repre-
sentation of Muslims. Through 
mass marketing, these portrayals 
are lauded and viewed as authen-
tic. Though I do not personally 
read young adult fiction, it re-
cently occurred to me that I could 
perhaps curate a small Muslim 
fiction collection in the library 
of the school where I work. I be-
gan to research the most popular 
YA novels which were repeat-
edly garnered praise across social 
media. The project was exciting, 
I hoped that teenagers seeing 
themselves in such novels would 
not only lead them to read more 
books, but also aid them in feel-
ing proud and confident in their 
identities.

Alas, it did not take long before 
I came across the very un-Islamic 
elements in these novels. Given 
that this was alien territory to me, 
perhaps such elements stood out 
even more. These novels are not 
liberal in an ideological sense. The 
authors seamlessly weave Islam 
onto the pages, enabling the read-
er to discern the characters’ love 
for Islam and their unashamed 
observation of the religion. Ref-
erences to their Islamic identity 
include characters praying salah, 
declaring faith in God, reciting 
the Qur’an, and wearing the hijab. 
For example, in Zoulfa Katouh’s 
recently-published novel As Long 
As The Lemon Tree Grows, the fe-
male protagonist Salama ensures 
that her hair is only visible when 

there are no non-mahrams (men 
permissible to marry) around. She 
leaves her hair out in the presence 
of her sister-in-law, as is permis-
sible in Islam. In this way, the 
author highlights the character’s 
adherence to the obligations of 
the hijab.

While such incorporations of 
Islam are praiseworthy, these 
novels, so venerated by Muslim 
reviewers, do in fact contain sev-
eral un-Islamic elements. They 
include some amount of swear-
ing, characters lustfully gazing at 
the opposite gender, and a casual 
acceptance of mainstream music. 
Furthermore, freemixing is so 
pervasive in some novels that its 
impermissibility seems to have 
been swept under the rug for the 
“greater good” of portraying an Is-
lamic ethos. Even if such content, 
when compared to other mate-
rial available, may be the lesser 
of two evils, Muslim readers must 
be more critical in order to ensure 
that the  Muslim publishing world 
flourishes with Allah’s blessings. 
If these novels are touted to the 
extent that they become bench-
marks of Muslim fiction, we can 
expect it to negatively impact 
teenage Muslim readers. By nor-
malizing sinful acts, it can un-
dermine their consequences and 
make it seem acceptable, a grave 
danger.

In As Long As The Lemon Tree 
Grows, the main love interests, 
Kenan and Salama, develop their 
bond over time, prior to marriage. 
The novel includes several scenes 
featuring the unmarried couple 
indulging in each other’s com-
pany. In one scene, they are alone 
on a rooftop, watching the sun-
set. In another, Kenan’s “fingers 
skim [Salama’s] sleeve,” as he sits 

“closer than ever before” to the 
point where Salama can “glance 
up at him.” Such inappropriately 
close proximity between the two 
is further detailed in the following 
passage:

“He  comes  closer,  his  fingers  
touching  the  edge  of  my  lab  
coat,  and everything stills … and 
I stare at his long fingers grasping 
the top of my pocket … His emer-
ald eyes drop to my lips for a few 
seconds, and then he looks away. 
‘Salam,’ he whispers, and then 
he’s gone.”

This, might I add, was not the 
only instance of the characters 
glancing down at each other in 
obviously inappropriate and un-
acceptable ways. This is especially 
disappointing considering how 
much emphasis Islam has placed 
on lowering one’s gaze — it should 
be obvious that this does not 
mean lowering one’s gaze only to 
meet the other gender’s lips.

Such juxtaposition of inappro-
priate gender relations and Is-
lamic acts is immensely mislead-
ing, especially for impressionable 
teenagers. The issue here is that 
the characters’ actions are never 
textually condemned. In fact, they 
are even light-heartedly brushed 
aside: the male love interest in 
Katouh’s novel unabashedly con-
fesses to flirting with her from the 
get-go. This laxity is reminiscent 
of another piece of popular Mus-
lim-centric fiction,  S.K. Ali’s Love 
from A to Z. Although the novel 
makes explicit references to the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, it is not with-
out its faults and is just as saturat-
ed with un-Islamic elements. For 
example, the female protagonist 
Zayneb describes a man’s physical 
features before remembering that 
her sister would perhaps chas-

tise her to “lower your gaze like 
a good Muslim, Zu-zu.” Yet, with 
the detailed description of the 
man and the inclusion of relatable 
vernacular (“I think what pinged 
CUTE GUY ALERT…”), Zayneb’s 
internal rebuke falls flat.

Throughout the novel, the 
characters are conflicted between 
their lustful desires and the Is-
lamic code of conduct. However, 
these conflicts do not culminate 
in endeavors to please Allah, nor 
do they result in a well-developed 
character arc. Rather, they are of-
ten presented in a humorous man-
ner, weakening the seriousness of 
succumbing to one’s desires. For 
instance, after seeing Zayneb for 
the first time, her love interest 
Adam conspires to encounter her 
again under the pretext of using 
the airplane bathroom nearest to 
her seat. He undergoes a series of 
failings (and successes) to accom-
plish this goal, all meant to amuse 
the reader. Though the characters 
are evidently practicing Muslims, 
their behaviors grossly misrep-
resent the appearance of a union 
pleasing to Allah. As Ibn Qayyim 
says, “It is not possible for the love 
of al-Rahman and lust for images 
to gather in one heart. They are 
opposites that cannot coexist. One 
will certainly evict the other.”1

In other instances, such as in 
in S. K. Ali’s novel, there are two 
particular moments when the 
characters suggest that they could 
needlessly freemix so long as 
they are in the presence of oth-
ers. Not only do Adam and Zay-
neb disclose what they initially 
found physically attractive in each 
other, they also pronounce their 
mutual feelings in a highly sug-
gestive metaphor. Zayneb is sym-
bolized as water, and after Adam 

admits that he wants “to know all 
about the water. Everything about 
it. ’Cause I . . . like the water,” he 
admits to being “really thirsty” 
for Zayneb. This conversation is 
ultimately justified to the reader 
by the fact that the two are in a 
public place.

The gender relations depicted 
in these novels occur in stark 
contrast to the Qur’anic story of 
Prophet Musa a  and the two 
women who wanted to water 
their herd. As Sheikh Alomgir 
Ali expounds: “The two women 
withheld from watering their 
flocks because they did not want 
to intermingle with the men and 
so wanted to wait until the men 
finished watering their flocks. 
Musa a  out of his kindness and 
wanting to help others, offered his 
assistance to them. When their 
father heard of his integrity and 
good character, he wanted to hire 
him as a worker.”((https://www.
islam21c.com/islamic-law/gen-
der-relations-in-islam/)) In addi-
tion, Allah mentions the shyness 
by which one of the women ap-
proached Prophet Musa  a  when 
her father wanted to reward him 
for his kindness.

These elements of shyness and 
abstention from unnecessary 
freemixing are absent in novels 
like As Long As The Lemon Tree 
Grows and Love from A to Z. In 
the Author’s Note of her novel, 
Katouh expresses her desire for 
the love story to be reminiscent 
of a Jane Austen novel. However, 
even Western classical literature 
is not puritanical in an Islamic 
sense for Muslims to borrow from 
wholesale. With this in mind, it 
raises the question of why these 
un-Islamic acts are even consid-
ered necessary to include? Is it 

because writers themselves are 
unaware of the sinful nature of 
such acts, or do they consider this 
a lesser evil in the larger mission 
of crafting relatable characters for 
the youth of today?

While there certainly is value in 
Zoulfa Katouh and S. K. Ali’s nov-
els, we must ask ourselves: is this 
the standard we must accept for 
Muslim fiction? While many jus-
tify the more positive examples as 
outweighing the bad, it is none-
theless frustrating to see these 
novels marketed on a large scale 
within the book-reading Muslim 
community, sans any cautionary 
disclaimer. If a young impression-
able mind consumes content in 
which haram acts are committed 
by a Muslim character, romanti-
cized by the author, and publicly 
brushed aside by reviewers, it will 
only cause confusion in under-
standing religious boundaries.

This is not the first time that 
Muslim representation in the 
media has been questioned, par-
ticularly in media produced by 
Muslims themselves. For exam-
ple, consider the Marvel Studios’ 
series Ms. Marvel: many show-
runners, including executive pro-
ducer Sana Amanat, are Muslims, 
yet they fail to clearly distinguish 
between Islam and the unlawful 
acts in the dominant, Western 
culture of the show’s setting. As 
a result, music, free-mixing, and 
even dating become common 
occurrences despite them being 
haram.

 In Surah Kahf, Allah says,
And the record [of deeds] will be 

placed [open], and you will see the 
criminals fearful of that within it, 
and they will say, “Oh, woe to us! 
What is this book that leaves noth-
ing small or great except that it 

has enumerated it?” And they will 
find what they did present [before 
them]. And your Lord does injus-
tice to no one. [18:49]((The Quran, 
Surah Kahf [18:49]))

We will be held accountable 
for every one of our small and 
great deeds, including what we 
propagate. While it may seem 
unrealistic to expect every Mus-
lim novel to be stripped clean of 
un-Islamic elements, it is the task 
of Muslim reviewers to do their 
due diligence and highlight them. 
Reviewers must be more trans-
parent with what they publicize, 
especially when that would not 
only benefit a parent, guardian, 
or educator, but teenagers them-
selves. Moreover, Muslim writ-
ers themselves should do better 
by writing against the current 
Muslim fiction status quo. Writ-
ers should research and study the 
Shariah regarding the different 
elements present in their stories. 
I do not believe that Muslim writ-
ers must engage their characters 
in the haram to satisfy the genre 
or their target audience, but this is 
not to say that Muslim characters 
must be one-dimensional, with 
no flaws. As long as their nega-
tive traits or shortcomings are 
not narratively condoned, these 
traits can always serve as part of 
a larger character arc. Ultimately, 
the gravity of these issues should 
not be diluted for the sake of Mus-
lim representation or in an effort 
to conform to existing markets 
or industries. Instead, we should 
always consider the Shariah our 
standard in producing all media, 
including YA novels.

The article was originally 
published by Traversing 
Tradition. Views expressed are 
the author’s own.
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Congress Election
chief Mallikarjun Kharge, who was flanked 

by senior leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi in Delhi.

“We will immediately restore full statehood 
to Jammu and Kashmir. We will amend the 
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution to include 
the tribal areas of Ladakh,” the party manifesto 
said.

The party has steered clear of talking about 
abrogation of Article 370 and revocation of the 
Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) from 
J&K, even as both were part of its manifesto in 
2019 Lok Sabha polls. In the 2019 manifesto, 
the party had promised that nothing will be 
done to change the constitutional position of 
J&K.

“We also acknowledge the unique history of 
the State and the unique circumstances under 
which the State acceded to India that led to the 
inclusion of Article 370 in the Constitution of 
India.

Nothing will be done or allowed to change 
the constitutional position,” the party had said 
in its 2019 manifesto. In the said manifesto, 
the party had also promised that the AFSPA 
and the Disturbed Areas Act in J&K will be 
reviewed and suitable changes will be made 
in the text of the laws to balance the require-
ments of security and the protection of human 
rights. Recently, Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah said that the Centre will consider revok-
ing the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act in 
Jammu and Kashmir and that footprints of cen-
tral armed forces will also be reduced

Dr Farooq Welcomes
probe agencies are brought under the super-

vision of the Parliament.
Commenting on the BJP, he alleged that they 

have been playing divisive politics by pitting 
the Hindus against Muslims.

“I hope and pray that they do not succeed in 
their designs,” he said.

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti, who also 
offered prayers at Hazratbal, said the main re-
ligious and cultural centre of the Muslims in 
Kashmir was shut down by the authorities on 
Jumatul Vida.

“The action taken on August 5, 2019, has not 
stopped. It is still going on. Kashmir has been 
converted into an open air prison,” she added.

Jumat-ul-Vida Observed
Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh)—echoed with 
praises (durood-o-azkar) to Allah and his last 
messenger on the occasion.

Thousands of fasting Muslims converged 
at major other mosques and shrines across 
Kashmir to participate in Jumat-ul-Vida 
prayers, also referred to as Friday of farewell.

JKNC President Dr Farooq Abdullah, Vice 
President Omar Abdullah, PDP President 
Mehbooba Mufti and Apni Party President 
Altaf Bukhari also offered Friday prayers at the 
shrine.

No prayers were offered at the historic Grand 
Mosque of Srinagar which had been locked by 
authorities. No reason was given for its closure.

Jumat-ul-Vida prayers were held peace-
fully at Khanqah-e-Maula, Asar-e-Sharif, 
Janab Sahib Soura, Shehri-Kalashpora; Ziarat-
e-Makhdoom Sahib (RA),  Masjid Jamiat-
e-Ahlehadees, Gawkadal; Imambargah 
Hassanabad, Shrine of Syed Hussain Hussaini 
Jalali at Gupkar besides other places.

Similar gatherings on the occasion were 
witnessed at Syed Yaqoob Sahab-Sonwar, 
Dastgeer Sahib Khanyar and Sarai Payeen, Asar 
Sharif Lal Bazar and Makhama-Beerwah.

Reports of congregational prayers being of-
fered by the faithful on the occasion of Jumat-
ul-Vida were also received from south and 
north Kashmir including Kulgam, Awanatipora, 
Pulwama, Shopian and Anantnag.

The markets at Hazratbal wore festive looks. 
Authorities had put in place all arrangements 
for the convenience of devotees.

Devotees were seen offering congregational 
prayers on the last Friday of the holy month 
of Ramadan on the streets adjacent to sev-
eral mosques and shrines in Srinagar and else-
where in Kashmir.

Authorities had organized medical camps 
for the devotees while a route plan devised 
for the day by the Traffic Police department 
also helped smooth movement of traffic on all 
routes leading to Hazratbal shrine.

Roads and streets leading to the shrine 
were decorated with buntings and markets 
in Hazratbal wore a festive look with vendors 

doing brisk business.
Dozens of private and SRTC vehicles ferried 

the devotees. Besides transport, arrangements 
for power, drinking water, medical aid camps 
and sanitation were also made for the conve-
nience of devotees.

India Votes In
and justice was ADOPTED.”
A total of 13 countries abstained from vot-

ing, whereas, 28 countries supported it and six 
voted against the resolution.

India abstained from voting for the reso-
lution, along with France, the Dominican 
Republic and Japan.

Meanwhile, countries that voted in favour 
of the resolution included Bangladesh, Brazil, 
China, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, the Maldives, 
Qatar, and South Africa, among others.

However, the US, along with five other coun-
tries, voted against the UNHRC resolutions on 
Israel and Palestine.

Meanwhile, the UNHRC adopted another 
resolution on the right of the Palestinian peo-
ple to self-determination.

India, however, voted to support the right to 
self-determination for the Palestinian people 
(statehood).

“Draft resolution A/HRC/55/L.13 on the right 
of the Palestinian people to self-determination 
was ADOPTED,” the UNHRC posted on X.

Only two countries voted against the resolu-
tion, including the US and Paraguay.

Moreover, three countries abstained from 
voting, including Albania, Argentina and 
Cameroon.

Earlier today, the UNHRC adopted an anti-
Israel resolution, and in response, the Israeli 
ambassador walked out of the plenary ses-
sion in protest at the end of her speech, Israel’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a press 
release.

The UNHRC adopted a resolution on Friday 
calling for Israel to be held accountable for pos-
sible war crimes and crimes against humanity 
in the Gaza Strip at the end of the 55th Council 
session.

In the resolution adopted today, the UN con-
demned Israel for the war in Gaza but made no 
mention of Hamas or its crimes on October 7.

The resolution equates the abductees with 
detainees suspected of terrorist activity. It also 
goes against Israel’s right to defend itself.

Furthermore, the resolution provides legiti-
macy for Palestinian ‘resistance’ to the ‘occu-
pation,’ calls for an arms embargo on Israel, 
and blatantly disregards the supply of weapons 
to Hamas by Iran and its allies.

Following the adoption of the resolution, 
Israel’s Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations and International Organisations in 
Geneva, Ambassador Meirav Eilon Shahar, left 
the hall in protest.

Bundle Of Lies, Aimed
transfers for women, employment oppor-

tunities, and caste census. Meanwhile, the BJP 
criticised the Congress, calling it a ‘bunch of 
lies’ and stating that it had not fulfilled any of 
its promises made in earlier manifestos for as-
sembly and Lok Sabha elections.

Kavinder Gupta, a senior BJP leader and for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister, alleged that the 
Party, which has ruled the country for several 
decades, failed to fulfill any of the promises 
made in its earlier manifestos for both assem-
bly and parliamentary elections.

In a statement issued here today, the BJP 
stalwart expressed disdain towards the 
Congress’ manifesto, stating that it aims to 
create confusion and mislead voters. He high-
lighted the irony of the situation, pointing out 
that the Congress is seeking people’s mandate 
while promising to “do wonders” if voted into 
power again.

“After being in power for several decades, 
the Congress is now promising miraculous 
changes if given another chance. The fact that 
the Congress has named its manifesto ‘Nyay 
Patra’ implies an acknowledgment of the injus-
tice (‘Anyay’) it inflicted during its 55-60 years 
of rule in the country,” he said.

Kavinder emphasized that the Congress has 
a track record of not fulfilling its promises from 
previous manifestos, both at the assembly and 
Lok Sabha levels.

Reacting to the assurance made by the 
Congress regarding the restoration of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s statehood in its manifesto, 
Kavinder criticized the move, likening it to 
“uprooting the dead issues” considering the 
Supreme Court’s verdict last year in favor of 

scrapping Article 370.
The senior BJP leader stated that the Congress 

is intentionally misleading people. “It should 
also address the scams that occurred during its 
regime, such as the looting of billions of dollars 
from the country. People will not give it any 
importance. The BJP’s commendable work will 
overshadow the Congress’ attempts,” he added.

In a scathing attack on the Congress regard-
ing the Bofors Scam during the Rajiv Gandhi 
government in 1986, Kavinder demanded ac-
countability, asking the Congress to explain 
how, even after Rajiv Gandhi’s demise, the 
Gandhi family and others were allegedly in-
volved in fraudulent activities. He warned that 
such anti-national behavior would not be tol-
erated, and the Congress would face the conse-
quences after the Lok Sabha elections.

Kejriwal Cannot
hour a week was insufficient for a person to 

understand and give instructions.
“This is the most basic legal right that I am 

asking to meet my advocate. Sanjay Singh was 
granted three meetings when he had only five 
or eight cases,” the counsel said.

The ED opposed Kejriwal’s prayer for five 
meetings with his lawyer every week, saying 
it was was against the jail manual.

The central probe agency told the court 
that Kejriwal was already allowed to have 
two meetings with his lawyers instead of one 
which is the general practice.

“When a person is in jail his stature outside 
is irrelevant and he is treated equally (like 
other prisoners). They have already been al-
lowed two meetings in a week. One of the con-
sequences of JC (judicial custody) is that your 
exposure to the outside world is limited and in 
accordance with law.

“Merely because someone chooses to run 
the government from the prison he cannot be 
treated as an exception and cannot be granted 
the privilege,” the ED’s counsel told the judge.

He alleged that legal interviews were being 
misused by Kejriwal for purposes other than 
consultation.

Kejriwal has issued some instructions on 
matters related to governance from behind 
bars. His Aam Aadmi Party has asserted he will 
run the government from jail.

“If you are under valid judicial custody, cer-
tain rights are curtailed. You don’t have abso-
lute rights... they are curtailed in accordance 
with the jail manuals,” the ED said.

The ED’s submissions were opposed by the 
defence counsel.

“People are unequally treated and you have 
to balance them. Here is a person who has 30 
cases going on against him…. Can I be equat-
ed with someone who has one case against 
them?” Kejriwal’s counsel said.

Kejriwal had moved the application claiming 
that two meetings every week with his lawyer, 
as permitted by the court, was not sufficient 
since he was facing multiple cases in various 
states and needed more time for consultation.

The court had on April 1 sent Kejriwal to ju-
dicial custody till April 15 in the money laun-
dering case linked to the alleged excise policy 
scam.

The ED has accused the AAP leader of being 
involved in the “entire conspiracy of Delhi li-
quor scam, in drafting and implementation of 
the policy, for favouring and benefiting from 
the quid pro, receiving kickbacks and eventu-
ally using part of proceeds of crime generated 
out of the scheduled offence in the campaign 
for Goa Assembly elections”.

Work Done In 10 Yrs
is a trailer. What Modi has done so far, it was 

just an appetiser and the main course is still to 
come,” he said. “There is a lot to be done... there 
are a lot of dreams. We have to take the coun-
try far ahead.”

Attacking the Congress, Modi said the coun-
try was in a bad condition when the party was 
in power.

“The economy had collapsed due to the 
Congress’ big scams and loot. India’s reputa-
tion in the world was declining... Even after 
so many decades of Independence, people 
were struggling for basic necessities of life,” he 
added.

“People thought that nothing could change, 
everyone was immersed in despair. In this 
despair and frustration, in 2014, you gave 
a chance to the son of the poor to serve you. 
Disappointment and frustration cannot come 
close to Modi. I decided that the situation has 
to change,” the prime minister said, adding 

that India is his family.
In a big crisis like the COVID-19 pandemic 

when the whole world thought India would 
be ruined, “we Indians made the country the 
fifth-largest economy in the world”, he said.

“I could have also said that the whole world 
has faced a disaster, what should I do? Maybe 
the countrymen would have accepted it, but 
Modi did not choose that path,” the prime min-
ister added.

Today, “Modi’s guarantee” is being discussed 
in the country, he said, adding that Rajasthan 
is an example of how Modi’s guarantees were 
fulfilled and at what speed.

“I gave a guarantee that cylinders for the 
poor will be cheaper, it has been fulfilled. An 
inquiry will be conducted against the Congress 
paper leak industry, it has been completed,” 
Modi said.

The former Congress government in the 
state had stalled the Eastern Rajasthan Canal 
Project but after the BJP came to power, not 
only has the project been approved but work 
has also started on it, he added. “Whatever the 
BJP says, it fulfils.”

“Unlike other parties, the BJP does not just 
issue ‘Ghoshna Patra’, it brings ‘Sankalp Patra’,” 
Modi said, adding that most of the promises 
made in the BJP’s ‘Sankalp Patra’ in 2019 have 
been kept.

He also attack the Congress for its stand on 
the Ayodhya Ram temple issue.

“Just now journalists were saying that the 
Congress has issued an advisory. They are so 
scared, they have told all Congress units to 
keep their mouths locked whenever Ayodhya 
Ram temple is discussed,” the prime minister 
claimed.

“Unko lagne laga hai ki Ram ka naam liya 
toh pata nahi kab Ram-Ram ho jaye (They feel 
if they take the name of Ram, it can become 
‘Ram-Ram’ for them),” Modi said.

Targeting the opposition INDIA bloc, he 
said, “I say remove corruption, they say save 
corruption.”

“The people of the ‘Ghamandiya 
Gathbandhan’ are not holding rallies for the 
election but to save the corrupt,” Modi alleged.

The ED alone has seized assets worth more 
than Rs 1 lakh crore in 10 years, the prime 
minister said and asked people whether such 
action against the corrupt should not be taken.

“No matter how many lies the opposition 
parties spread against me, I am not afraid,” he 
said.

“The Congress and the INDI Alliance have 
their own interests. They have nothing to 
do with the welfare and respect of the poor, 
Dalit and underprivileged people. These are 
the same people who did not respect Baba 
Ambedkar,” Modi said.

“Congress did not allow Bharat Ratna 
for Baba Saheb for decades. They imposed 
Emergency. Backward classes commission was 
not given constitutional status. Modi fulfilled 
the decades-old demand. BJP gave the country 
a Dalit president and a tribal woman as presi-
dent,” he said.

Modi said when airstrikes and surgical 
strikes happened, Congress people were ask-
ing for proof.

“What were the Congress colleagues say-
ing about the strike? They were demanding 
proof of bravery from our Army. Insulting the 
Army and dividing the country is the identity 
of Congress,” he said.

Modi also said that the Congress has always 
prioritised appeasement over the country’s 
interests.

“The country has seen what extent these 
people could go to please others. They said in 
the court that Lord Shri Ram is imaginary,” he 
said in another attack at the Congress.

The whole country was celebrating when 
the dream of a grand Ram temple in Ayodhya 
was fulfilled but the Congress was openly in-
sulting faith, Modi added.

Referring to the law on ‘triple talaq’, he said 
it has saved the lives of not only Muslim sisters 
but also all Muslim families.

Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma and the 
BJP’s candidate from the Churu Lok Sabha seat 
Devendra Jhajharia also addressed the rally.

Sec 144 Imposed
without the prior approval of the competent 

authority shall be allowed, No one shall make 
any statements, which has potential to disturb 
the communal harmony, public tranquility and 
which may lead to law and order problem in the 
district, All the persons shall ensure that they 
follow the model court of conduct and that all 

the activities are according to the law,” reads 
the order issued by District Magistrate Leh, a 
copy of which lies with Kashmir Observer.

“As notice cannot be served individually, this 
order is being passed ex-parte. Any violation of 
this order shall invite punitive action under 
Section-188 of the Indian,” it reads further.

According to another order issued by ADGP 
Ladakh, a copy of which lies with Kashmir 
Observer, “In view of present emergent secu-
rity scenario in the U.T of Ladakh and inputs 
received from Superintendent of Police District 
Leh and other intelligence agencies, there 
is every apprehension of possibility misuse 
of Mobile Data (2G,3G,4G, 5G & Public Wi-fi 
Facilities of 5G) Services by anti-social ele-
ments and miscreants to incite/provoke gener-
al public through various means of social me-
dia posts which may cause and flare up Law & 
Order situation in the U.T of Ladakh especially 
in District Leh.”

“Now therefore, upon consideration of the 
various aspects and inputs, I, Dr. Shiv Darshan 
Singh-IPS, Additional Director General of 
Police, Head of Police, U.T Ladakh being as au-
thorized officer to exercise the powers vest-
ed under Sub rule (1) of Rule 2 of Temporary 
Suspension of Telecom Services (Public emer-
gency of Public Safety) Rule 2017, am satisfied 
that it is absolutely necessary to reduce the 
Mobile Data Services upto 2G, thereby sus-
pending the mobile data of 3G, 4G,5G & Public 
Wi-fi facilities 5G temporarily in the interest of 
Maintenance of public Peace, Law & Order in 
the Union Territory of Ladakh,” the order reads 
further.

“Hence, it is hereby ordered to Scale Down 
the Internet Speed/Mobile Data Services of 3G, 
4G, 5G & Public Wi-fi facilities 5G) to 2G in Leh 
city (Latitude 34.149722 and longitude 77.575) 
within the 10 km radius w.e.f 1800 Hrs on 06-
04-2024 to 1800 Hrs on 07.04.2024.”

Responding to the order of impos-
ing section 144, Wangchuk hit out at the 
administration.”PEACEFUL LADAKH IS VERY 
CONFUSED! After 31 days of extremely peace-
ful prayers & fasts... Suddenly peace initiatives 
of the administration sounds more dangerous 
than anything! PEACE AT ANY COST !!?” he 
posted on X.

Last month after ending his 21-day hunger 
strike, the activist announced to carry out a 
‘border march’ on April 7 in the eastern part 
of the Union territory to highlight ground re-
alities, including alleged encroachments by 
China. The march will be part of his agitation 
to demand statehood for Ladakh. in the eastern 
part of the Union territory to highlight ground 
realities, including alleged encroachments 
by China. “We are followers of (Mahatma) 
Gandhi’s Satyagraha. We are demanding the 
fulfilment of the promises made to us by this 
(BJP) government through its manifestos 
which led its candidates to win parliamenta-
ry polls (in 2019) and hill council polls in Leh 
(2020),” he had said.

The climate activist ended his 21-day-long 
hunger strike in support of the demand for 
statehood for Ladakh and its inclusion in the 
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution on March 
22.

“The first phase of the hunger strike will be 
followed by a chain hunger strike by women, 
youths, religious leaders and elders. On April 
7, we will launch a march to Changthang (in 
the east of Leh along the border with China) 
like Gandhi’s Dandi March under the Civil 
Disobedience Movement,” Wangchuk had 
stated.

Hear Overstayers
came up for hearing, Advocate Ahmed drew 

the attention of the bench towards the latest 
status report — dated February 23 — and ap-
prised it, saying that almost all the overstaying 
ex-legislators have their own houses in Jammu 
and Srinagar but the estates department is not 
evicting them because of their political clout.

The advocate highlighted the cases of for-
mer chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, former 
deputy chief minister Kavinder Gupta, former 
minister Sajjad Lone, and argued dual stan-
dards have been adopted by the estates de-
partment on political considerations, and the 
law of the land has been disregarded, as evic-
tions were earlier carried out selectively.

After the conclusion of arguments from 
both sides, the bench directed the depart-
ment to complete the court’s orders within a 
period of one month. It will also furnish de-
tails by way of filing an affidavit on or before 
May 8, it said.

VISIT

OR SCAN

27
th



Srinagar | Saturday | 06-04-2024 07STATE

Yaum-Al-Quds 2024: Kashmiris 
Rally For Al-Aqsa Liberation

ECI Holds Conference To 
Address Low Voter Turnout
Anantnag, Srinagar & Baramulla Top 3 Constituencies With Lowest Voter Turnout

Syed Mohammad Burhan

SRINAGAR: Thousands of fast-
ing Muslims rallied on the last 
Friday of the holy month of 
Ramazan known as the day 
of Quds. Protesters marching 
through the streets called for 
the liberation of Masjid-al-Aq-
sa, first Qibla of Muslims and 
third holiest place in Islam.

Rallies and demonstrations 
were held at many places 
across the length and breadth 
of Kashmir valley. People from 
the mostly Shia community 
participated in the rallies. The 
demonstrators raised pro-Pal-
estine and anti-Israel slogans 
and called for an end to the 
Zionist occupation of the holy 
land.

Largest procession in Sri-
nagar city was taken out 
from Gupkar shrine on Dal 
Lake Boulevard. Processions 
were also taken out in Has-
sanabad and Zadibal localities 
of the Old city. Big procession 
marched through the Magam 
bazar in north Kashmir with 
a sizeable number of women 
joining the rally. Similar dem-
onstrations were held in Bud-
gam town and many areas 
across Baramulla district.

Smaller processions were 
taken out from Baghwanpora 
in Srinagar, Balhama, Khanda 
and scores of other places.

Addressing a gathering at 
Chattabal Maulana Masroor 

Abbas Ansari reiterated his 
support for the Palestinian 
cause and denounced the 
mute response of the Interna-
tional community to the geno-
cide of Palestinians in Gaza.

In central Kashmir’s Bud-
gam district, a massive proces-
sion led by Anjuman-e-Sharie 
Shiayan Chief Agha Syed 
Hassan was carried out from 
Imambargah Budgam. Thou-
sands of people participated 
in the procession.

Similar procession was led 
by Agha Syed Hadi al Mu-
sawi al Safavi from Bemina 

Imambargah. Agha Hadi also 
highlighted the plight of Pal-
estinians and the need for lib-
eration of the first Qibla from 
the Zionist clutches.

Reports of demonstrations 
were also received from dif-
ferent parts of north and 
south Kashmir including Pat-
tan, Mirgund and Laweypora 
in North Kashmir and several 
areas of South Kashmir.

Similarly, thousands of peo-
ple marked the day in Kargil 
with processions held after 
Fridayprayers.

This year Quds rallies saw 

a remarkable surge in atten-
dance compared to last year, 
coinciding with the Israeli 
war on Gaza. The event drew 
significant crowds indicating 
heightened public concern 
and solidarity with the Pales-
tinians.

 Amidst the backdrop of es-
calating violence, where over 
33,000 Palestinians, including 
thousands of women and chil-
dren, have lost their lives so 
far, protestors say, the rallies 
carried out every year serve as 
an expression of support for 
the people of Palestine.

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Ahead of the polling in 
the ongoing General Elections 2024, 
Election Commission of India (ECI) 
has accelerated efforts to enhance 
voter turnout in Parliamentary Con-
stituencies (PCs) with a history of low 
poll participation in previous General 
Elections. In a day long ‘Conference on 
Low Voter Turnout’ held today at Nir-
vachan Sadan, New Delhi, Municipal 
Commissioners from major cities and 
select District Election Officers (DEOs) 
from various states and UT’s deliber-
ated together to chart a path towards 
enhancing voter engagement and 
participation in identified urban and 
rural PCs. The Conference was chaired 
by Chief Election Commissioner Shri 
Rajiv Kumar along with Election 
Commissioners Shri Gyanesh Kumar 
and Shri Sukhbir Singh Sandhu.

While addressing the Municipal 
Commissioners and DEOs, CEC Shri 
Rajiv Kumar said that a total of 266 
Parliamentary Constituencies ( 215 
Rural & 51 Urban) with low voter 
turnout have been identified and all 
concerned Municipal Commission-
ers, DEOs and State CEOs have been 
called today to find ways to reach out 
to voters in targeted manner. He em-
phasized on a three pronged strategy 
of providing facilitation at polling sta-
tions like queue management, shelter 
parking in congested areas; targeted 
outreach & communication; and in-
volvement of critical stakeholders 
like RWAs, local icons and youth in-
fluencers to persuade people to come 
to polling stations.

Of the 50 Parliamentary Constitu-
encies with the lowest voter turn-

out in the 2019 General Elections, 
Anantnag, Srinagar and Baramulla 
were the top three PCs with the 
Lowest Voter Turnout of 8.98, 14.43 
and 34.60 %.

CEC Kumar directed them to pre-
pare a booth wise action plan for 
enhanced participation and behav-
iour change. He asked all MCs and 
DEOs to prepare different strate-
gies for urban and rural areas and 
plan interventions accordingly for 
different target audiences. He em-
phasized that the “One size fits all” 
approach will not yield results. CEC 
Kumar also urged the authorities to 
act in a manner that instills pride 
among the voters in participating in 
the democratic festivities. He called 
for a movement in which people are 
self-motivated to vote.

The conference, a collaborative ef-
fort between the ECI and key stake-
holders, focused on crafting a com-
prehensive action plan to address 
voter apathy, streamline logistical op-
erations, and increase voter turnout. 
Discussions were centred on critical 
issues such as optimizing queue man-
agement at polling stations, facilitat-
ing voting in high-rise buildings, and 
leveraging the influential Systematic 
Voters' Education and Electoral Par-
ticipation (SVEEP) programme.

The Conference was organised on 
the backdrop of 297 million eligible 
voters (approx), who did not vote in 
the General Elections 2019. Further-
more, recent elections across various 
states have highlighted trends of ur-
ban apathy towards the electoral pro-
cess, warranting targeted interven-
tions and collaborative endeavours.

In response to these challenges, 
the ECI has implemented a suite of 
initiatives aimed at reinvigorating 
voter engagement and participation, 
including: Devising a Turnout Imple-
mentation Plan (TIP) for targeted 
interventions at polling stations, 
Crafting district-specific themes for 
polling stations catering to diverse 
demographic groups, Collaborat-
ing with key stakeholders to expand 
voter outreach and awareness efforts, 
Formalizing electoral literacy in the 
education system through strate-
gic partnerships, Engaging National 
Icons to connect with and inspire 
young voters, Launching integrated 
multimedia campaigns and targeted 
initiatives like #MeraVoteDeshkeLiye, 
Ensuring updated electoral rolls and 
accessibility-friendly infrastructure 
at polling stations, Promoting the use 
of IT applications for enhanced citi-
zen participation and transparency 
among other things. 

Congress Candidate Raman Bhalla, 
Spouse Declare Crores in Assets

Revenue Official Arrested For 
Accepting Bribe In Kathua

Army, Police Hold Joint Security 
Review Meeting In Poonch

Police Arrests Gangster Involved 
In GMC Kathua Shootout

RISING MAN-ANIMAL CONFLICT INCIDENTS

Wildlife Department Issues Advisory

After Mustard Fields, Wild Tulips In 
Pampore Attract Tourists

Pulwama’s Circular Road In 
Dilapidated Condition

Women Arrested For Stealing 
Gold In Ganderbal

Agencies

SRINAGAR: In view of the 
increased incident of man-
animal conflict, the wildlife 
department has issued an ad-
visory, asking people to follow 
it to prevent any loss of life.

The department appealed to 
people to follow the preven-
tive measures, which include 
the Dos and Don’ts issued by 
the department.

The wildlife department 
asked the people to stop mov-
ing into the forest alone, par-
ticularly women and children, 
who are most vulnerable to 
leopard and bear attacks.

It said the movement to-
wards the forest during the eve-
ning and morning hours should 
be restricted as “it is a peak 
activity time of wild animals, 
particularly leopards. Don’t go 
near or chase the wild animals 
if sighted from a distance.”

The advisory said the live-
stock in the pastures inside 
forests should be attended to 
by at least three to four people.  
“Any type of bell or sound-
producing device should be 
put around the neck of a few 

cattle,” it said.
The advisory called for 

avoiding dumping kitchen 
waste near houses and build-
ing concrete ‘leopard-proof’ 
cattle sheds. “Dumping kitch-
en waste invites dogs which in 
turn invites leopards,” it said.

The wild life department 
said the people living in the 
vicinity of forests should com-
plete outside activities during 
day time only.

It said the bushes and shrubs 
near the vicinity of the houses 
should be removed. “Such veg-
etation clearance will increase 
the visibility and help the 
leopard keep away from the 
houses,” the wildlife depart-
ment said.

The advisory said the peo-
ple should construct “leop-

ard proof” cattle sheds using 
wooden material or concrete 
structures. “A pet dog in the 
house can also alarm the pres-
ence of predators in the vicin-
ity of the houses,” it said.

The wildlife department 
suggested people not to make 
noises on spotting a leopard. 
“As such the wild animals feel 
insecure and can cause dam-
age,” it said.

The wildlife department 
also issued contacts of control 
rooms established to tackle 
man-animal conflicts.

Pertinently, the valley has 
been witnessing a surge in the 
number of man-animal con-
flicts. In Budgam, two minors 
were killed by the leopard who 
was later killed by the  wildlife 
department

Agencies

SRINAGAR: After mustard 
fields, wild tulips in Karewas 
of the Saffron town of Pamp-
ore have become the centre 
of attraction for tourists and 
locals alike.

Against the picturesque 
backdrop of mustard flowers 
in yellow, the wild tulips in 
shades of pink and white cre-
ate a captivating spectacle for 
visitors exploring the Pampore 
Karewas.

Tourists often make a stop 
at the Pampore Karewas along 
the national highway as they 
get drawn by the enchanting 
allure of the wild tulips. Many 
take the opportunity for pho-
toshoots amidst the blooming 
flowers.

Local youth, who have 
long been involved in selling 
Kashmiri saffron to tourists, 
said thousands of visitors are 
flocking to the Pampore saf-
fron fields to witness the wild 
tulips in full bloom. Excursions 
from schools are also common, 
with students relishing the 
chance to immerse themselves 
in the beauty of the tulips.

Mukesh, a tourist from Ker-
ala, praised Kashmir's natural 
splendour, describing it as a 
‘true paradise on earth’. He 
said the saffron fields have di-
verse attractions, which are 

mesmerising during autumn 
with their full bloom, while the 
springtime spectacle of tulips 
beckons tourists once again.

Vikram, another tourist from 
Uttar Pradesh, echoed Muke-
sh's sentiments. He praised 
the breathtaking beauty of 
the Pampore Karewas adorned 
with tulips. “I stopped my ve-
hicle to have the sight as the 
irresistible allure attracts ev-
eryone passing by,” he said.

Tourists said Kashmir re-
mains a safe haven for travel-
lers across the country and 
urged everyone to experi-
ence the beauty of the tulips 

in Pampore and other scenic 
spots in the region. They laud-
ed the natural charm of Kash-
mir and the warm hospitality 
of its people, inviting everyone 
to visit at least once.

Meanwhile, officials said 
there is a unique botanical 
spectacle occurring in the saf-
fron fields of Pampore, where 
the wild tulips, identified as 
Tulipa Stellata, thrive along-
side saffron.

This naturally occurring pe-
rennial herb, belonging to the 
family Liliaceae, boasts six 
identical flowers, featuring 
three petals and three sepals.

Agencies

JAMMU: Congress candidate 
Raman Bhalla and his spouse 
Indra Bhalla, also a candidate, 
disclosed assets worth crores in 
an affidavit.

Raman Bhalla declared self-
acquired assets worth Rs 3.9 
crore and inherited assets of Rs 
50 lakh.

His wife, Indra Bhalla, de-
clared inherited assets worth Rs 
3.61 crore and moveable assets 

of Rs 68.03 lakh.
Their children also possess 

moveable assets. The couple 
owns gold and silver worth 
lakhs, while having educational 
and car loans totaling to around 
Rs 47.27 lakh and Rs 34.53 lakh 
respectively.

Raman Bhalla reported an 
annual income of Rs 12.05 lakh, 
while Indra Bhalla declared Rs 
8.7 lakh. Indra Bhalla also listed 
her Safari and Verna cars in her 
assets.

Agencies

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
police have arrested another 
member of the Shallu group of 
gangsters who were behind the 
fatal attack on Police Sub In-
spector Deepak Sharma outside 
Government Medical College 
Kathua a few days ago.

The gangster has been ar-
rested from neighbouring Pun-
jab where he had fled after the 
shootout.

According to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), two members of the 
gang had fled from the area af-
ter their leader Vasudev Shar-
ma was killed by the police and 
when PSI Deepak Sharma re-
ceived bullet injury in his head.

Sources told KNO that two 
locals had helped a few other 
members of the gang to flee from 
the spot and enter the neigh-
bouring state of Punjab. "Both 

the locals also left Kathua and 
reached Punjab in search of a 
safe zone. Sensing a tough time 
for them after they helped other 
members of the gang to leave 
without getting caught, they 

managed to give police a slip and 
reach Punjab," said a source.

"But Jammu and Kashmir po-
lice went after them and con-
tinued to track their movement. 
Today one of them was nabbed 
by Kathua police and has been 
brought back to J&K," he added.

Director General of Police J&K 
R.R. Swain had said that police 
are after them and will not let 
the sacrifice of Deepak Sharma 
go in vain.

Agencies

GANDERBAL: Ganderbal Police 
recieved a written complaint 
from one complainant namely 
Kaiser Ahmad Waza son of Gh 
Mohi-ud- Din Waza resident 
ofTawheed Chowk Ganderbal 
stating therein that his Sister-
in-law came to his house as a 
guest and has stolen Gold orna-
ments which were kept in the 
Locker of his room.

In this regard, Case FIR No. 
64/2024 under relevant sec-
tions of law was registered at 
PS Ganderbal and further inves-
tigation was set into motion.

Acting Swiftly on the direc-
tions of SSP Ganderbal Sand-
eep Gupta-IPS, a Special Police 
team was constituted under the 
supervision of  Gh Hassan-JKPS 
Hqr's Ganderbal lead by SHO PS 
Ganderbal Inspector Manzoor 
Ahmad. After strenuous efforts 
& with the help of technical 

inputs, the Police Party  appre-
hended the accused at Haris-
ingh Highstreet Srinagar.

During preliminary investiga-
tion, the accused confessed to 
the crime & admitted that she 
has stolen the Gold ornaments 
and sold them for money. Fur-
ther, upon her disclosure, Cash 
Rs/-1,85,500 (Rupees One Lakh 
Eighty Five Thousand & Five 
Hundred only) and Scooty re-
covered from her possession 
were seized on the spot. The ac-
cused has been arrested & has 
been put behind the bars.

The General Public hailed & 
appreciated the efforts of Gan-
derbal Police for Swift action 
& in solving the Burglary case 
within a few days only. People 
are requested to cooperate 
with J&K Police & share inputs 
of Burglars/Thieves present 
in the society so that they can 
be nabbed effectively in future 
also.(KNS)

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau arrested a revenue official on 
Friday while accepting a bribe of 
Rs 3,000 for issuing documents re-
lated to a piece of land in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Kathua district, of-
ficials said.

The Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) received a complaint alleg-
ing that the official Gulshan Singh 
-- patwari of Halqa Machhadi in 
the district -- was demanding Rs 
5,000 as bribe for issuing of Virsati 
Intqal mutations (land documents) 
and legal heir certificate, they said.

The patwari received an amount 
of Rs 2,000 as advance and further 
demanding balance Rs 3,000 from 

the complainant for issuance of the 
documents, the officials said.

The complainant applied 
through the revenue department's 
online portal and met the patwari 
for issuance of the same, they said. 
Acting on the complaint, a case 
was registered and investigation 
taken up, the officials said. During 
the course of investigation, a team 
was constituted and Patwari was 
caught red-handed while demand-
ing and accepting the bribe, the of-
ficials said, adding that he was ar-
rested on the spot. After the arrest 
of the accused, searches were also 
conducted the residential house of 
the accused situated at Ward No. 
21, Ram Nagar Colony, Kathua. Fur-
ther investigation is on, they said.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The top brass of the Army 
and the police reviewed the secu-
rity situation in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Poonch border district ahead 
of the Lok Sabha elections in the 
region.

The security situation will be 
continuously monitored and as-
sessed to hold incident-free elec-
tions, officials said.

DGP R R Swain and General Of-
ficer Commanding (GOC) White 
Knight Corps Lieutenant General 
Navin Sachdeva chaired the joint 

security review meeting at Poonch 
today, they said.

They held discussion on conduct-
ing smooth and synergised opera-
tions and maintaining peace and 
security in the region, officials said.

This meeting becomes impor-
tant as the police busted a module 
of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) in the bor-
der districts of Rajouri and Poonch, 
arresting three out of seven identi-
fied members involved in receiving 
and distributing arms, ammuni-
tion, explosives, cash and narcot-
ics dropped through drones from 
across the border on April 2

Agencies

PULWAMA: A vital road in Pul-
wama town is lying in dilapidat-
ed condition at several places 
with locals urging the authori-
ties to carry out repairs to avoid 
inconvenience to commuters.

People from several areas of 
Pulwama and Shopian said that 
the road is being used by com-
muters coming from Shopian-
Srinagar and vice versa to by-
pass main town Pulwama.

They said this is one of the im-
portant roads with a huge rush 
of traffic as it connects SIDCO 
Lassipora road as well.

They said that despite know-
ing its importance, the road 
hasn't been repaired or macad-
amized for a long time now.

Mohammad Altaf, a resident 
of Pulwama town said that the 
road is lying in dilapidated con-
dition at several spots due to 
which people using this route 
are suffering.

He said that this vital road 
hasn't been macadamized for a 
long time now due to which its 
condition has worsened at sev-
eral spots.

Locals said that they are 
thankful to the government for 
constructing this road but the 
need of the hour is its proper 
maintenance. They added that 
daily passengers and other peo-
ple using this route are suffering.

They said that this issue was 
brought to the notice of con-
cerned authorities several times 
to no avail.
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‘Kohli Under Lot Of Pressure This IPL'

IPL 2024: RCB, RR Look 
To Tackle Similar Worries

Is IPL Using Up Bengaluru's 
Water Supply?

Under-Strength Not Under-
Confident: Allen On NZ v Pak

Bilbao Hoping To End 40-Year Trophy 
Drought In Spanish Cup Final

Real Kashmir Take On TRAU FC In 
I-League Today

Real Kashmir FC will take on TRAU FC on Saturday 
in an I-League 2023-24 matchup. The game will 

kick off at 4:30 PM from Kalyani Stadium.
With two games left in the season, the Snow Leop-

ards aim to secure a top three finish are currently third 
in the I-League table with 40 points from 22 matches. 
Real Kashmir came out on top in its previous game, 
beating NEROCA FC 3-0. TRAU is last on the table, tak-
ing 10 points from 21 games.

FAI Terminates Membership Of J&K 
Amateur Fencing Association

The Fencing Association of India (FAI) has de-
affiliated and terminated the membership of the 

Jammu and Kashmir Amateur Fencing Association 
(JKAFA), in view of the ongoing “dispute” between 
the bodies.

The circular number FAI/2024-25/48/04 issued by 
Fencing Association of India General Secretary Rajeev 
Mehta on April 3 reads that the national body has 
de-affiliated and terminated the membership of J&K 
Amateur Fencing Association.

MI Get Suryakumar Boost Ahead Of 
DC Clash

In a big boost for struggling Mumbai Indians, world 
number one T20 batter Suryakumar Yadav trained 

with the team here on Friday after a long injury layoff 
and unleashed his trademark shots without any vis-
ible discomfort, raising hopes that he could compete 
in the team's next IPL match against Delhi Capitals.

Five-time champions Mumbai Indians are languish-
ing at the bottom of the 10-team table, having lost all 
three matches so far.

DC Spinner Kuldeep Yadav In Doubt 
For MI Clash

Delhi Capitals (DC) spinner Kuldeep Yadav has 
been advised to rest as a precautionary move as 

the 'chinaman' picked up a groin niggle, which has 
cast doubt on his participation in the clash against 
Mumbai Indians, as ESPNcricindo reported. Accord-
ing to ESPNcricinfo, there is no confirmation yet on 
when the 29-year-old spinner will be ready to play 
again.

Given that Kuldeep has been travelling with the 
Capitals team and is presently in Mumbai, the injury 
is most likely not significant.

British PM Unveils GBP 35M 
Investment In Grassroots Cricket

Rishi Sunak, who has often spoken of his love for 
cricket and described hitting a few balls with the 

England cricket team in the Downing Street garden 
as a highlight of his tenure as British Prime Minister, 
on Friday unveiled GBP 35 million investment in 
grassroots cricket facilities and widening access to 
the sport within schools.

The total government investment is expected to de-
liver around 2,500 pieces of new equipment to every 
school involved in the programme.

England's Archer Targeting T20 
World Cup, Says Key

England pace bowler Jofra Archer could play in this 
year's T20 World Cup but will not play test cricket 

until 2025, according to England managing director 
Rob Key. The 29-year-old has not played for England 
in any format since March 2023 because of an elbow 
injury.

"The whole plan with Jofra is he is going to play 
white-ball cricket this summer," Key told Sky Sports 
on Friday.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Virat Kohli is 
"under a lot of pressure" in 
the ongoing IPL owing to the 
collective failure of Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru bat-
ters, feels former Australia 
captain Steve Smith who 
wants the Indian superstar's 
RCB teammates to come 
good in the supporting act.

Kohli has waged a lone 
battle for RCB this IPL sea-
son with 203 runs in four 
matches at 67.66 with two 
fifties. The second-best bat-
ter, Dinesh Karthik, is way 
behind with 90 runs in as 
many games.

Despite Kohli's consis-
tency, RCB have faltered with 
three losses in four matches 
throwing them as far back as 
the seventh spot in the points 
table. The likes of Glenn 
Maxwell, skipper Faf du Ples-
sis and Cameron Green have 
been underwhelming so far 
with the bat.

"He needs the other key 
batters to stand up with him, 
and if they do that, they can 
turn things around for their 
season. But, at the moment, 
they're not, so a lot of pres-

sure is on Virat," Smith, a 
member of the Star Sports 
Incredible Star Cast, told PTI 
in an exclusive interaction at 
the channel's studio in Mum-
bai.

"I doubt he'd be putting 
extra pressure on himself. 
(But) some of the other top-
order and middle-order (bat-
ters) need to help Virat," he 
said.

Smith warned that Kohli 
is not going to score runs in 
every match and RCB batters 
must get their act together.

"He started the campaign 
really well in the IPL and he 
needs some support. He's not 
going to score runs on every 
occasion," he said.

"But, I doubt he'd be think-
ing that way. I don't think 
he'd go out and put extra 
pressure on himself. He'd 
just go out and play and see 
what happens in that game."

Smith rubbished the criti-
cism which Kohli has faced 
time and again in his career 
over his batting strike-rate 
saying that no player in the 
world can read situations 
as well as the Indian batter. 
Kohli has been hitting at over 
140 in this year's IPL.

Press Trust of India

JAIPUR: Struggling Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru and high-flying Raj-
asthan Royals bizarrely have similar 
worries to address when they face 
each other in the Indian Premier 
League here on Saturday.

The eighth place where RCB are 
currently on the 10-team table is a 
fair indication of their troubles, but 
Rajasthan’s all-win record so far and 
the resultant second place do not 
necessarily mirror their turmoil.

An underwhelming top-order 
is the intertwining factor between 
them.

The RCB top-order comprising 
skipper Faf du Plessis, Glenn Max-
well, Cameron Green and Rajat Pa-
tidar is a storehouse of talent and 
explosiveness. But none of them 
have fired either in isolation or 
in unison, except star batter Virat 
Kohli, the current Orange Cap hold-
er with 203 runs, who has made 
two fifties.

Patidar showed a glimpse of his 
clean shot-making abilities while 
registering 29 in their 28-run de-
feat against Lucknow Super Giants, 
but he needs to do a lot more to 
prop up the RCB middle-order.

But the aforementioned RCB 
quartet has company in the Royals’ 
ranks.

Yashasvi Jaiswal entered this it-
eration of IPL on the back of some 
excellent recent efforts, but the 
left-handed opener has made just 
39 runs from three matches, and Jos 
Buttler offers a similar story.

The England T20 captain is yet to 
be in his intimidating self, and has 
managed 35 runs from three out-
ings and his strike-rate across these 
matches is a mere 85.

The Royals’ batting has largely re-
volved around captain Sanju Sam-
son (109 runs, one fifty) and the 
highly-improved Riyan Parag (181 
runs, 2 fifties) and at some point, 
the duo will require solid support 
from others.

However, Rajasthan have an edge 
over their opponents in the bowling 
department.

Pacers Trent Boult and Nandre 
Burger and veteran leg-spinner 
Yuzvendra Chahal have worked 
up a nice early rhythm and have 
shared 16 wickets between them.

The out of touch Bengaluru bat-
ters might just find it tough to tack-
le the trio at its home turf.

Match starts at 7.30 PM.
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BENGALURU: Amidst the 
worsening water crisis in 
the city, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) has asked 
the Karnataka State Cricket 
Association and other state 
authorities concerned to 
furnish details of water be-
ing used at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium during the IPL 
matches in Bengaluru.

Apart from the state crick-
et association, NGT has also 
asked the Bengaluru Water 
Supply and Sewerage Board 
(BWSSB) and Karnataka State 
Pollution Control Board (KSP-
CB) to submit the particu-
lars about the quantity and 
source of the water by May 2.

"We are studying the no-
tice, and as such the stadium 
complies with the NGT norms. 
So, we are confident of going 

ahead with the matches," said 
Karnataka State Cricket Asso-
ciation (KSCA) CEO Shubendu 
Ghosh.

The Tribunal has taken suo 
motu cognizance after re-
ports emerged that the Chin-
naswamy Stadium has been 
getting treated water supply 
for IPL matches.

The NGT chairperson Jus-
tice Prakash Shrivastava 
and Dr A Senthil Vel (expert 
member) registered the case.

Three matches have al-
ready been held at the venue, 
and it has been estimated 
that each of those games re-
ceived 75,000 litres of treat-
ed water.

The stadium is scheduled 
to hold four more IPL match-
es on April 15 (vs Sunrisers 
Hyderabad), May 4 (vs Guja-
rat Titans), May 12 (vs Delhi 
Capitals) and May 18 (vs 

Chennai Super Kings).
"We may require around 

15000 litres of water for 
match purposes and it can be 
generated from the in-house 
STP plant," Ghosh had said 
earlier.

However, the NGT took 
note of the claims that 
BWSSB has permitted the 
supply of treated water to the 
stadium upon the request of 
KSCA, particularly from the 
nearby Cubbon Park area.

But the KSCA officials had 
maintained that they were 
not using either groundwater 
or potable water for purposes 
like watering the pitch or 
outfield.

The Karnataka govern-
ment has imposed a strict 
ban on using potable water 
for miscellaneous purposes 
such as gardening and wash-
ing vehicles, among others.
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NEW DELHI: Eight of their 
senior players are missing 
from the line-up due to 
IPL duties but young New 
Zealand batter Finn Allen 
is confident that the new-
look side would still be a 
handful for hosts Pakistan 
when the two sides clash 
in a five-match T20 Inter-
national series starting 
April 18.

Trent Boult, Lockie Fer-
guson, Matt Henry, Daryl 
Mitchell, Glenn Phillips, 
Rachin Ravindra, Mitchell 
Santner and Kane William-
son are all missing from 
the line-up for the away 
engagement due to the on-
going league.

''It is an awesome op-
portunity with players 
being away at the IPL, 
for young guys such as 
Tim Robinson, who have 
shown their talent and had 
a good Super Smash tour-
nament here in New Zea-
land during the summer,'' 
Allen told PTI Videos in an 
interaction facilitated by 
Sony Network which has 
acquired broadcast rights 

of New Zealand cricket's 
home engagements.

''...it is rewarding for 
those guys and allows 
them to get an opportu-
nity at the top level to see 
where they stand against a 
formidable Pakistan side,'' 
he said.

All-rounder Michael 
Bracewell will be leading 
the side. He has not been 
seen in international crick-
et since March last year 
following a ruptured Achil-
les and a broken finger and 
returned to domestic en-
gagements only recently.

''I guess with the up-
coming series, we batted 
out with them at home 
not too long ago but it is 
on their turf now and we 
know from tours in the 
past, that they are pretty 
tough to beat at home,'' the 
24-year-old said.

Agencies

SEVILLE: Athletic Bilbao 
will look to put two disap-
pointing Copa del Rey finals 
behind them and triumph 
at their third attempt in 
five seasons when they face 
Real Mallorca in Seville on 
Saturday to end a painful 
40-year title drought.

After losing to Basque ri-
vals Real Sociedad in 2020 
and Barcelona in 2021, 
Bilbao have reached their 
40th Spanish Cup final and 
are also bidding for a top-
four LaLiga finish under the 
calm guidance of ex-Barca 
manager Ernesto Valverde. 
Unbeaten at home since 
early August, the Basque 
club are fourth in the ta-
ble and in a rich vein of 
form which has cheered 
their fans set to invade the 
streets of the southern city.

More than 82,000 
Basque supporters are 
expected to travel to Se-
ville, half of them without 
tickets, for the match at a 
sold-out La Cartuja stadium 
which holds 60,000 specta-
tors. Bilbao fans will out-
number Mallorca's four to 
one, according to Spanish 

authorities who have set 
up a special operation with 
1,500 officers to police just 
over 100,000 supporters 
expected, with hotels and 
restaurants fully booked for 
the weekend.

Mallorca are aiming 

for only the second major 
trophy in their history af-
ter their Copa del Rey win 
in 2003. Bilbao last won 
silverware in 1984, when 
they beat Barcelona 1-0 
at the Santiago Bernabeu 
to lift their 23rd Copa del 

Rey, which is still the sec-
ond most behind Barca 
with 31.

Bilbao are the fourth old-
est Spanish club and among 
three never to be relegated, 
alongside Real Madrid and 
Barcelona.


