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No Relief 
For Kejriwal
HC Denies Urgent Listing

‘Will Return Soon’

D
elhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s wife Sunita Kejriwal, 

in perhaps her first such public appearance, read out his 

message sent from Enforcement Directorate custody on 

Saturday in which the AAP chief said he cannot be kept behind 

bars for long and he will return soon to fulfil his promises to the 

people. The video statement by Sunita Kejriwal,  | More on P6

Asia's Largest Tulip Garden Thrown Open For Public

JKP Sets-up 
Election  
Related Helpline
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In view of upcoming 
General Lok Sabha Elections 
2024, J&K Police has estab-
lished a 24x7 Election Related 
Helpline at Police Control 
Room Kashmir to ensure the 
smooth conduct of the elec-
toral process.

"In order to address elec-
tion-related queries and con-
cerns, J&K Police Kashmir 
Zone established a dedicated 
24x7 election helpline number 
8899868589 at Police Control 
Room Kashmir," a police 
spokesperson said.

"Citizens can now reach out 
to the said number round the 
clock to seek information or 
clarification | More on P6

LS POLLS

ECI Notifies Scheme For 
Kashmir Migrants

Jitendra Singh’s 
Wealth More Than 
Doubled In 10 Yrs
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Union minister Jitendra Singh, who 
is fighting his third Lok Sabha elections 
on a BJP ticket from Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Udhampur parliamentary constituency, re-
corded a growth of over 100 percent in his 
wealth over the past 10 years, according to 
his poll affidavit.

The moveable and immovable assets of 
Singh’s wife Manju – a housewife whose 
source of income is interest from bank depos-
its -- also increased from over Rs 65.42 lakh 
in 2014 to over Rs 1.54 crore, a comparison of 
his affidavits of 2014 and 2024 showed.

The 67-year-old Singh, a retired medi-
cine professor, filed his nomination papers 
including the mandatory affidavit from the 
Udhampur-Kathua Lok Sabha | More on P6

Army Cancels UCC Seminar In J&K 
Amid Political Backlash

Centre Empowers States, 
UTs To Act Against JKNF

STRANDED IN  
J&K, LADAKH

IAF Airlifts Over 
300 People
Jammu: As many as 328 people 
who were stranded at various 
places in Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh due to heavy 
snowfall were airlifted by the 
Indian Air Force on Saturday, 
an official said.

A total of 3,442 people have 
been airlifted so far under the 
'Kargil courier' service by the 
IAF in coordination with the 
civil administration since its 
launch on January 22, he said.

Heavy snowfall has led 
to the closure of the 434-
km Srinagar-Leh National 
Highway.

"Two aircraft of Kargil cou-
rier airlifted | More on P6

Agencies

New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court on Saturday denied 
an urgent listing of the plea 
filed by Delhi CM and Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) national 
convenor Arvind Kejriwal 
challenging his arrest and 
custody in the Delhi excise 
policy case. Earlier on the 
same day, an urgent men-
tion was made by Kejriwal's 
counsel for an urgent listing. 
The HC has denied it, and 

the matter will be listed for 
reopening on Wednesday.

Earlier on Saturday, 
Kejriwal approached Delhi 
High Court against his re-
mand order in connection 
with the money laundering 
case related to the alleged 
excise policy case.

The Delhi CM was also 
seeking an early hearing of 
his plea against his arrest, 
preferably by Sunday, PTI 
had reported, citing sources.

The AAP chief | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Ensconced between 
the Dal Lake and the Zabarwan 
Hills, Asia's largest tulip garden 
was thrown open to the public 
on Saturday, officials said.

The Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Tulip Garden, earlier known 
as Siraj Bagh, was opened for 
the public as tulips of different 
colours have started to bloom, 
Floriculture department 

officials said.
"The tulip garden has been 

thrown open to the public," the 
department's Commissioner 
Secretary Sheikh Fayaz Ahmad 
told PTI. The department plants 
the tulip bulbs in a phased man-
ner so that the flowers remain in 
the garden for a month or more.

"When the garden blooms 
fully, there will be a rainbow of 
tulips," department officials said.

The department added that 

five new varieties of tulips 
have been added to the ex-
isting 68 this year. It has also 
increased the area of the tulip 
garden by adding another two 
lakh bulbs.

A record 17 lakh tulip bulbs 
have been planted in the gar-
den spread over 55 hectares, 
the officials said.

Other spring flowers such as 
hyacinths, daffodils, muscari 
and cyclamens will also be on 

display to add to the variety of 
flowers and colours in the gar-
den, they said.

The Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Tulip Garden was set up by 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, the then-
chief minister of the erstwhile 
state, in 2007 to advance the 
tourist season in Jammu and 
Kashmir that was earlier lim-
ited to summers and winters.

The garden started on a 
small scale | More on P6

Observer News Service

Jammu: Continuing the 
past practice of facilitat-
ing the Kashmiri Migrant to 
vote through Postal bal-
lots and Special Polling 
Stations set at Jammu, 
Udhampur, and New 
Delhi, the Election 
Commission of India 
announced a compre-
hensive scheme for the 
Kashmiri Migrants. The 
scheme is meant for all those 
electors of 1-Baramulla, 
2-Srinagar, and 3-Anantnag-
Rajouri Parliamentary 

Constituency in the Kashmir 
valley of Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir who had 

migrated because of com-
pelling circumstances 

and have been tem-
porarily residing 

in various places 
outside their 
place of ordinary 

residence.
The Election 

Commission has issued 
two notifications catego-

rizing the Kashmiri Migrants 
as the ‘specified’ and ‘notified’ 
elector. The first notification 
has been | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Army in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday cancelled a 
seminar, which was aimed to raise 
awareness about the Uniform Civil 
Code and other topics after a back-
lash from the political parties here.

The Army late Friday sent invita-
tions to the media houses for a semi-
nar on the subject "Navigating legal 
frontiers: Understanding Indian 
Penal Code 2023 and the quest for 
Uniform Civil Code".

The seminar was scheduled for 
March 26 at the Kashmir University 
Auditorium.

However, there was a backlash 
from the regional political par-
ties with former chief minister and 

National Conference (NC) vice presi-
dent Omar Abdullah questioning the 
Army's involvement in a "divisive" 
issue like the Uniform Civil Code in a 
"sensitive" place like Kashmir.

"Is it appropriate for the Indian 
Army to get involved in the divisive 
issue of the uniform civil code & that 
too in a sensitive area like Kashmir? 
There is a reason the | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar:  The central govern-
ment authorised states and 
the Union Territories (UTs) 
to wield the powers outlined 
in the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967, in rela-
tion to the proscribed Jammu 
Kashmir National Front (JKNF), 
an outfit which was banned 
for next five years earlier this 
month.

As per a notification, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA) has issued a directive 
in which the states and the UTs 
can use section 7 and section 
8 of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 against 
the banned terror outfit JKNF.

The notification was issued 
days after the MHA declared 
the JKNF an unlawful associa-
tion. "Whereas, in exercise of 
the powers conferred by sub-
section (1) and (3) of section 
3 of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 (37 of 
1967), the Central  | More on P6

Rs 200 Cr Road 
Macadamization 
Project Set For Kashmir
Aims To Cover Approx 630 
Kms: R&B Dept
Agencies

Srinagar: The Roads and Buildings (R&B) 
Department in Kashmir said it will launch a 
comprehensive road macadamization proj-
ect across the valley after the Model Code of 
Conduct in view of the Lok Sabha elections 
comes to an end. Chief Engineer of the Roads 
and Buildings (R&B) Department, Kashmir, 
Sajad Ahmad Naqeeb, informed that the am-
bitious project, with an estimated | More on P6
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The Jammu and Kashmir 
State Board Of School Education  

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

 Notice for  General Public
The applicant/ candidate whose photograph is published in this notice and claim-
ing to have lost her qualification certificate/s issued under  as per below mentioned 
details:-
Roll No: 359201  Class 12th 
Year & Session  Annual Regular 2006
Registration: 02SM8051163
Name : Mohmad Aslam Najar
Father's Name: Mohd Afzal Najar
Mother's Name : Fameeda Bano
 Date of Birth:- 03-03-1998
 Residenc:- Inderkote Sumbal Sonawari
According the candidate concerned has approach to this office for issuance of 
Duplicate Qualification /Marks Certificate/s, so before the same is processed and 
provided to the candidate, under rules, anybody having any objection in this regard, 
shall bring into the notice of Assistant Secretary of Certificate as well as Assistant 
Secretary Examination Unit I & III KD within the period of 10 & 7 days  respectively, 
from the date of publication of this notice.
(Besides the above referred "Qualification / Marks Certificate/s" bearing No: 
618822 be  treated as "CANCELLED")
No: F(Cer is-I-DQC)B/KD/24
Dated 23-03-2024 Assistant Secretary 
fko Certificates, KD.

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

Wednesday| 06-10-2021

Srinagar | Sunday | 24-03-20242

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Pattan) has submitted a case 
file pertaining  to Birth of  Zainab D/o Irfan Ahmad Mir R/o 
Hanjiwera Bala Pattan    Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla with 
vertified date of event (birth) as  13/03/2021 occurred at SDH 
Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Pattan) has submitted a case file 
pertaining  to Birth of  Toyiba Jan D/o Aadil Hassan Dangroo R/o 
Hardishria Sopore         Tehsil dangerpora  District Baramulla with 
vertified date of event (birth) as    01/07/202 occurred at SDH 
Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Pattan) has submitted a case file 
pertaining  to Birth of  Shamaila Shafi D/o Mohmmad Shafi Mir 
R/o Achabal Watergam      Tehsil Watergam  District Baramulla 
with vertified date of event (birth) as 31/08/2020        occurred 
at SDH Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Pattan) has submitted a case file 
pertaining  to Birth of  Mohammad Aanam Bhat s/o imtiyaz 
Ahmad Bhat R/o Meripora Tangmarg      Tehsil Kunzer District 
Baramulla with vertified date of event (birth) as 24/08/2020          
occurred at SDH Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Pattan) has submitted a case file 
pertaining  to Birth of  Anayah Ashraf s/o Mohammad Ashraf 
Dar r/o Watwan pattan       Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla with 
vertified date of event (birth) as 01/05/2020  occurred at SDH 
Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Pattan) has submitted a case 
file pertaining  to Birth of  Hafsa Javid D/O Javid Ahmad Sofi 
R/O Aalibagh Tarzoo Tehsil ..Khoie        Tehsil Pattan District 
Baramulla with vertified date of event (birth) as 08/12/2020  
occurred at SDH Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Public Notice
I have lost the Number Plate of my vehicle bearing Regd no: 
JK05D- 1902 while travelling from Sofipora To Agrikalan 
Magam Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if 
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office of the ARTO Baramulla within a period 
of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained. 
Mohammad Haneef Sofi 
S/o Ghulam Mohammad Sofi  bmg
R/o Yakmanpora 

Public Notice

My name and Parentage has been wrongly written in my school 
records as Simran Shameem D/o Shameem Ahmad Dar while 
the correct name and parentage is Simran Shamim D/o Shamim 
Ahmad Dar which needs to be corrected. if anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
office  of the Holy Faith  Model School Berthipora Shopian within 
a period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Simran Shamim 
D/o Shamim Ahmad Dar  fko
R/o Berthipora Shopian

Office of the Naib-Tehsildar Pattan
Executive Magistrate 1st Class

Subject:  Issuance of Registration orders in respect 
of delayed  Birth

Public Notice

The registar Births and deaths (EO Municipal Council Pattan/
Block Development Officer Pattan) has submitted a case file 
pertaining  to Birth of  Nadeem Ali Dar S/o Mukhtar Ahmad Dar 
R/o Reshipora Hanjiwera  Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla with 
vertified date of event (birth) as 14/08/2022       occurred at SDH 
Pattan
 In this connection, if anybody having any objection to the 
issuance of said registration may contact this office within 
seven (07) days, after which no objections shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
fko  Naib Tehsildar Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE

The name of my son has been wrongly written on DOB certifi-
cate as  Ubaid Hyder  while his correct name is Hyder Ali which 
needs to be corrected. If anybody has any objection in this re-
gard hes/he may file his/her objection in the office of the Mu-
nicipal Committee Magam within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.
Mohd Maqbool Sofi 
F/o Hyder Ali  (DOB: 01-01-2021)
R/o Sofipora Magam bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have lost the RC of my vehicle bearing Regd no: JK04A 9325 
while travelling from Tangmarg To Narbal . Now I have applied 
for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in 
this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of 
the ARTO Budgam within a period of seven days from the date 
of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be 
entertained. 
Rafiqa Bano W/o Reyaz Ahmad Dar 
R/o Khandipora 
Teh. Beeru  bmg

Government of Jammu & Kashmir,

Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir
Tel: 0194-2315378, Fax 0194-2479548, e-mail: ddtreg123@gmail.com

Sub: - Application for change in title of Guest House under name and style “Firdous” situated at Rajbagh, Srinagar.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas, Ms. Shakila Mushtaq D/o Gul Mohammad Kaloo R/o Firdous Manzil, Rajbagh, Srinagar has vide an application dated 
16.03.2024 requested for change in title of Hotel from “Firdous” to “Gul-e-Firdous” situated at Rajbagh, Srinagar; 

Whereas, the applicant has submitted the documents i.e, NOC from Bank, Affidavit and Original Registration Certificate;  
 Whereas, change in title of registration certificate for the guest house is purely for the purpose of running operation management of 
the said guest house;

 Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred on me under section 39 of J&K Registration Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-
12 before considering change of title of the guest house, the matter is hereby notified for information of General Public/ Financial 
Institutions/  Banks /Development Authorities / PHE Department/Electric Department that in case  of any objections, the same 
should reach this office of undersigned within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice. No objections beyond period of 07 
days will be entertained and the request of the applicant will be considered under rules, after submission of requisite documents.
          
                  Sd/-

Assistant Director Tourism,
Registration

No. Reg/GH/207/DTK/973        
DIPK-18193/23 
Dated: 23 .03 .2024

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI 
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed 

Birth/ Death certificate. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer 

Wagoora)/ chokedar  has submitted case file pertaining 

to Birth of  INAM -UL-HAQ NAJAR   D/O MOHAMMAD ASHRAF  

NAJAR  R/O BANDI PAYEEN  Tehsil wagoora  Distt. Baramulla 

having verified the date of  Birth, as 07/03/2022 and  event has 

been shown to be occured  at SDH kreeri   for issuance of delay 

order .In this connection .

 if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of 

birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 

days, after that no objection shall be entertaine      

fko Executive  Magistrate 1st Class  Kreeri 

Book Throws Up The Many Similarities, 
Differences In Cuisines Across India
Press Trust Of India

Noted interior designer 
Sunita Kohli has come out 
with a book that collates 
recipes from her friends that 
highlight the immense vari-
ety of food in India as well as 
from across the border.

"The India Cookbook: 
From the Tables of My 
Friends" has recipes by the 
region they originated from 
- north, south, east, west 
and central India.

"And while Partition 
amputated India, I have 
included some subconti-
nental recipes from friends 
across the border because 
our syncretic culture can-
not be contained within 
recently created political 
boundaries," says Kohli.

Some international-
Delhi recipes have also 
been included in the book, 
published by Aleph.

The book features reci-
pes from Kohli's friends 
right from her school and 
college days and from all 
walks of life, including 
Vinod and Chinna Dua, Nali-
ni Singh, Shobita Punja, Sha-
bana Azmi, Aruna Sairam, 
Shashi Tharoor, Shobhaa De, 
Nalini and P Chidambaram, 
Pheroza Godrej, Sharmila 
Tagore, William Dalrymple, 
Zarine and Sanjay Khan, and 
many others.

It features familiar 

comfort foods like Pakora 
Karhi, Pongal, Butter Chick-
en, Dhansak, Vangi Bhaat, 
and others as well as un-
usual, special dishes such 
as Sat Saag, Nimona, San-
tula, Mutton ki Karhi, Fes-
enjan, Mohan Maas, Baked 
Crabs, Yakhni, and more.

Kohli terms cuisine as 
an important cultural arti-
fact which is an expression 
of place and personality. 
"The many friends who 
have contributed recipes 
to this book are all epicu-
rean gastronomes. Many 
of the recipes are culinary 
word-paintings."

This collection of reci-
pes straddles different nar-
ratives, she says.

"Each recipe is a small 
microcosm of a much larg-
er macrocosmic world of 
that particular cuisine and 
region. The sense of pride 
is palpable in each of these 

recipes," she adds.
"This collection has 

thrown up the many simi-
larities and differences in 
the cuisines of different 
regions of India," Kohli 
writes.

She says the book is a 
personal culinary journey 
that celebrates the friend-
ships and goodwill of well-
wishers across India. "Many 
recipes from the homes of 
these friends and family 
members have been handed 
down through the genera-
tions, but they invite further 
culinary inventiveness."

According to Kohli, who 
has selected and edited the 
collection, "The India Cook-
book" is not a panoramic 
overview of food in the In-
dian subcontinent; rather, 
it is about the pluralism of 
Indian food and the variety 
in home-style cooking.

"It is about artisanal 

food, cooked and served in 
the homes of one's many 
friends throughout the 
length and breadth of In-
dia," she says.

The book is also an ac-
count of how culture most 
intimately expresses itself 
- there are dishes for all oc-
casions and for all seasons. 
There are recipes that can be 
used for dinner parties with 
friends as well as recipes for 
relaxed family meals.

Among the recipes, 
Kohli writes how malpua 
has been passed down five 
generations.

"This is considered 
India's oldest dessert. 
Malpuas are small deep-
fried pancakes that are 
soaked in honey. Interest-
ingly, this dessert is first 
mentioned in the Rig Veda, 
the oldest of the four Vedas, 
where it is called apupa and 
its recipe is also included," 
she writes.

She describes north Indi-
an cuisine as a culinary trea-
sure trove that reflects the 
rich heritage of the region.

"It has been influenced 
by history and has evolved 
over centuries. It blends 
indigenous ingredients 
and cooking techniques 
with Persian, Mughal and 
Central Asian influences. 
This culinary heritage has a 
unique depth and complex-
ity and is also visually ap-
pealing," Kohli writes.



Srinagar | Sunday | 24-03-2024 3CITY
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 5 : 06

ZUHR 12:40

ASR 4: 59

Magrib 6:48

ISHA 8: 09

HIJRI 

CALENDAR
13   Ramzan

1445

This Day In History

•	 1379 -  End of Gelderse war victory
•	 1545  - German Parliament opens in Worms
•	 1550 France & England sign Peace of Boulogne
•	 1603 -  Scottish King James VI son of Mary Queen 

of Scots, becomes King James I of England in 
succession to Elizabeth I, thus joining the English 
and Scottish crowns.

•	 1765  - Britain enacts Quartering Act, required 
colonists to provide temporary housing to British 
soldiers.

•	 1837 -  Canada gives its black citizens the right 
to vote

•	 1878  - British frigate Eurydice sunk; 300 lost
•	 1882  - German scientist Robert Koch discovers 

and describes the tubercle bacillus which causes 
tuberculosis ( Mycobacterium tuberculosis)

•	 1894 -  37 miners killed at Franklin, Washington
•	 1905 -  A group of Cretans dedicated to Crete's 

union with Greece led by Eleutherios Venizelos, 
meet at the village of Therisso and proclaim a 
union in defiance of the Great Powers

•	 1913 -  Netherlands soccer team's 1st victory over 
England

•	 1916 -  German submarines torpedo the unarmed 
French cross-channel packet 'Sussex'

•	 1924 -  Greece becomes a republic
•	 1941 - British troops defeat British Somalia 
•	  1941 - German troops occupy El Agheila Libya 
•	  1945 - Largest one-day airborne drop, 600 

transports & 1300 gliders 
•	  1959 - Iraq withdraws from the Baghdad Pact 
•	  1965 - US Ranger 9 strikes Moon, 10 miles (16 

km) NE of crater Alphonsus 
•	  1972 - Great Britain imposes direct rule over 

Northern Ireland 
•	  1975 - Muhammad Ali TKOs Chuck Wepner in 15 

for heavyweight boxing title 

Asia's Largest Tulip Garden Open To 
Public With 1.7 Million Blooms

Lok Sabha Elections-2024

Henna Art Competition Under 
SVEEP Held At Women’s 
College Nawakadal, Zakura

From KO Archives

Omar, Soz Asked 
To Vote For BJP’s 
‘Consensus’ Candidate

Observer News Service

N
ew Delhi- : National Conference has di-
rected its two members in the Lok Sab-
ha, Omar Abdullah and Saifudin Soz, to 
vote for Ganta Mohan C Balaypgi, TDP 

candidate for the Lok Sabha Speaker. Balaypgi 
happens to be the “consensus” candidate of the 
ruling BJP alliance.

Farooq Abdullah, sources said, has personally 
spoken to his son Omar and Soz, asking them to be 
present at the time of Voting, which is scheduled 
for tomorrow.

The decision to support the BJP government 
in New Delhi, has been taken by Farooq Abdul-
lah, despite reservations by a section of the party, 
which says “this will ruin the popular base” of the 
party in the state, especially Kashmir and other 
Muslim dominated areas of Jammu, supposed to 
be party’s vote bank.

Today’s decision of Farooq Abdullah gives a 
clear indication that National Conference, in fu-
ture, is all set to become a part of the BJP led alli-
ance government at the center.

Abdullah who attended the swearing in cer-
emony of Vajpayee government, last week, held a 
series of meetings with senior BJP leaders on the 
post poll scenario. Defence minister George Fer-
nandes, Urban Development minister Ram Jeth-
malani, Parliamentary Affairs minister Madan 
Lai Khurana, besides Home minister L K Advani 
and Prime. Minister Vajpayee, had long discus-
sions on this issue, when Farooq was in New Delhi.

 (Kashmir Observer, 24 March, 1998)
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CPO Chowk, Panjtirthi, Jammu/Zamzam Complex Rambagh, Srinagar 
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NOTICE 

Subject: Issuance of Admit Cards to the candidates for Urdu Written Examination for the post of Patwari 

scheduled to be held on 31-03-2024.

1. The Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) is conducting the OMR based 

Written Examination as per the following detail:-

Department Notification No. Item No. Name of Post Date of Examination

REVENUE 02 of 2021 455, 458, 464, 468, 471, 475 PAWTARI 31-03-2024.

2. Admit Cards for the candidates, whose examination is scheduled on 31-03-2024, shall be hosted on 

JKSSB's official website (www.ikssb.nic.inl w.e.f. 24.03.2024 (05:00 PM) onwards.

3. Candidates can download their Admit Cards from the website using their E-mail ID and Date of Birth. 

They must read the instructions contained therein, carefully

4. In case of any difficulty in downloading/issues related to Admit Card, candidate(s) may 

contact the JKSSB Help-Desk at 0191-2461335 (Jammu)/0194-2435089 (Srinagar) or write to JKSSB 

at helpdesk.ikssb@qmail.com. Help-Desk will activate on 24.03.2024 to 31.03.2024 during office hours 

only.

5. The candidature of candidates claiming eligibility by misrepresentation/concealment of 

any material facts, impersonation, fraud, etc. shall be liable for cancellation and disciplinary action, as 

deemed appropriate.

6. The Board reserves the right to cancel the candidature of any candidate at any stage at 

which he/she is found ineligible.

7. The detailed criteria of Selection and Syllabi for the said posts has already been notified and are avail-

able on the official website of the Board, (www.ikssb.nic.in ).

8. The candidates are also advised to be in touch with the JKSSB's official website (www.ikssb.

nic.inl for the latest updates on the examinations and Admit cards will not be sent by post.

9. Stepwise procedure to download JKSSB E-Admit Card:

i. To download E-Admit Card, first visit the official website of JKSSB, i.e., www.ikssb.nic.in.

ii. On the homepage, there will be an option to download E-Admit Card.

iii. On that page, click on the link/button - "LOGIN".

iv. Enter log-in credentials, i.e., E-mail ID and Date of Birth.

v. Username will be your E-mail ID & Password will be your DOB in DDMMYYYY format.

vi. On successful completion of above step, your basic details will be shown, kindly verify the 

details, in case of any mismatch, please contact helpdesk via call or email.

vii. Click on the 'View and Print E-Admit Card' button.

viii. The JKSSB E-Admit Card will appear on the screen.

• CANDIDATE MUST BRING THE PRINTED COPY OF E-ADMIT CARD ON THE DAY OF EXAMINA-
TION.

ix. Download and Print your JKSSB E-admit card.

Reyaz Ahmad Malik (JKAS)

Controller of Examinations   J&K Services Selection Board

No. JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/10/2024-03

DIPK-18200/23

Dated: 23.03.2024 

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Kashmir’s re-
nowned Tulip Garden, 
among the largest in 
Asia, welcomed visi-
tors on Saturday with 
the unveiling of its vi-
brant blooms.

This year's display 
boasts 1.7 million tu-
lips, including five new 
varieties, promising a 
breathtaking spectacle 
for both local and inter-
national tourists.

As crowds gathered 
to marvel at the garden's 
beauty on opening day, 
officials anticipate full 
bloom in the coming 
days. Situated against the 
stunning backdrop of the 
Zabarwan mountain range 
and the Dal Lake, the gar-
den features a diverse ar-
ray of tulip bulbs in shades 
of red, yellow, and pink, of-
fering early and late bloom-
ing varieties.

Prior to the gar-
den's opening, a meeting 
chaired by Divisional 
Commissioner Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri was con-
vened to ensure seamless 
arrangements for visitors.

Attendees included 
the Director of Floricul-
ture, SSP Traffic Srinagar, 

Joint Commissioner of 
SMC, representatives 
from the Tourism depart-
ment, and Srinagar Smart 
City Limited.

Discussions centered 
on traffic management, 
parking facilities, sani-
tation, online ticketing 
and other logistical ar-

rangements to enhance 
the visitor experience.

With meticulous 
planning and the addi-
tion of new flower vari-
eties, this year's Tulip 
Garden promises to cap-
tivate visitors with its 
scenic splendor and col-
orful blooms.

Visitors Express Satisfaction 
With Arrangements

S
rinagar: Situated in the foot-
hills of Zabarwan Mountains, 
authorities on Saturday opened 

Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Gar-
den in Srinagar to the public. On its 
opening a large number of visitors 
throng to the garden and expressed 
their satisfaction over arrangements 
made by the Department of Floricul-
ture Jammu Kashmir.

This year's display boasts 1.7 

million tulips, including five new 
varieties, promising a breathtaking 
spectacle for both local and interna-
tional tourists.

As crowds gathered to marvel at 
the garden's beauty on opening day, 
officials anticipate full bloom in the 
coming days. The garden features a 
diverse array of tulip bulbs in shades 
of red, yellow, and pink, offering ear-
ly and late blooming varieties.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As a part of on-
going Systematic Voters 
Education and Electoral 
Participation program 
(SVEEP) campaign, Henna 
Art Competitions were to-
day organized at Women’s 
College Nawakadal and 
Women’s College Zakura 
to encourage the students 
casting their vote for the 
first time in the upcoming 
Lok Sabha elections-2024.

The Competitions 
were organized on the 
directions of District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat to spread 
awareness among people, 
particularly young voters, 
for participating in the up-
coming General Elections 
with enthusiasm.

Speaking about the 
initiative of Henna Art 
Competitions, the District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
Srinagar, praised the 
students for their enthu-
siastic participation and 
lauded their creativity 
and talent displayed dur-
ing the competitions.

The DEO also com-
mended the efforts of the 
Principals and Staff of 
both the Colleges for mak-

ing events successful and 
highlighted the impor-
tance of Voting in demo-
cratic setup.

At Women’s College 
Nawa Kadal, the event 
was organized by the 
Department of Home Sci-
ence under the supervi-
sion of Principal, Prof 
(Dr) Mohammad Farooq 
Mir which saw an over-
whelming and active 
participation of Students 
from different Depart-
ments of the College.

The Competition be-
gan with the orientation 
session of the participants 
wherein they were in-
structed about rules and 
regulations to be followed 
throughout the event.

During the Competi-
tion, the participants put 
a lot of effort in the hopes 
of generating awareness of 
voting and wrote slogans 
like "Hamara Vote Hamari 
Sarkar" and "Shape tomor-
row by voting today".

 After the culmination 
of the competition, valedic-
tory session was held during 
which Trophies and merit 
Certificates were distrib-
uted among the first three 
Position and Participation 
Certificates were awarded 
to all other participants.

Awareness Camp On 03 
Notified Criminal Acts Held 
At P.S Batamaloo
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In order to make 
the general public aware 
about the newly three no-
tified Criminal Major Act 
viz. ‘Bhartiya Naya San-
hita’, ‘Bhartiya Nagrik 
Suraksha’ and ‘Bhartiya 
Saksha Adhiniyam’ a 
camp was organized in the 
main lawn of Police Sta-

tion Batamalloo.
A total of 50 respect-

able people from the area 
participated in the camp.

On the occasion, Fayaz 
Hussain (SP) SDPO Shaheed 
Gunj Srinagar; Inspector Gow-
her Ahmad SHO Police Station 
Batamalloo attended the camp 
and briefed the general public 
about the main aspects of the 
new criminal laws.

Amar Singh College Organizes 
Mehendi Art Competition
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Under the flag-
ship program of System-
atic Voters' Education 
and Electoral Participa-
tion (SVEEP), the Elec-
toral Literacy Club (ELC) 
of Amar Singh College, 
Srinagar today organized 
a Mehendi Art Competi-
tion themed ‘My Vote My 
Pride’ at Tasveer Hall of 
the college premises.

The event was orga-
nized under the guidance 
and patronage of Principal 
Amar Singh College, Prof. 
Sheikh Ajaz Bashir. In his 
message, he encouraged 
all students to actively 
participate in such initia-
tives and emphasized the 
importance of exercising 
their right to vote.

Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad 
Rather, Convener of the 
Electoral Literacy Club, 
delivered a comprehen-

sive briefing about the 
activity, emphasizing 
the pivotal role of voter 
awareness in fostering a 
vibrant democracy. He 
urged the participants 
to actively engage in 
promoting voter edu-
cation and empower-
ment, highlighting the 
importance of informed 
decision-making in the 
electoral process.

The event, attended 
by almost 100 students and 
some faculty members, 
was aimed at promoting 
voter awareness among the 
student community, em-
phasizing the significance 
of each individual's vote 
in shaping the democratic 
process. Students from 
various disciplines enthu-
siastically participated, 
showcasing their artistic 
skills while advocating for 
voter empowerment.

The competition wit-

nessed vibrant displays of 
creativity, as participants 
adorned their hands with 
intricate Mehendi designs 
incorporating elements 
symbolizing electoral par-
ticipation, civic respon-
sibility, and democratic 
values. The atmosphere 
was charged with energy 
and enthusiasm, reflecting 
the collective commitment 
towards fostering a culture 
of informed and active citi-
zenship. In the end first 
position was bagged by 
Neha, a student of 1st se-
mester Political Science, 
2nd position was taken 
by Mehvish, a 4th semes-
ter student and 3rd posi-
tion was taken by Sahiba 
of 4th semester.

Prof. Shafiya Mohi 
ud Din, Prof. Mudasir 
Roshan and Dr. Zubair 
Nazeer coordinated the 
event and acted as jury 
members in the program.

NIT Srinagar Inks MoU With NITTTR, Chennai

Observer News Service

Srinagar: National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT), 
Srinagar has signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Na-
tional Institute of Tech-
nical Teachers Training 
and Research (NITTTR), 
Chennai on March 21.

This MoU is aimed to 
promote collaboration in 
areas including faculty 
exchange, joint research 
projects, and sharing of 
academic resources and 
also seeks to leverage the 
strengths of both institu-
tions to enhance the qual-

ity of technical education 
and research outcomes.

The MoU was signed 
by Director NIT Sri-
nagar, Prof. A. Ravin-
der Nath, and Director 
NITTTR Chennai, Prof. 
Dr. Usha Natesan.

Registrar NIT Sri-
nagar, Prof. Atikur Rah-
man, Dean Research & 
Consultancy Prof. Roohi 
Naaz Mir, Prof. G A 
Harmain, among other 
faculty members of both 
institutions were present 
on the occasion.

In his address, Direc-
tor NIT, Prof. Ravinder 
Nath, highlighted the 

transformative potential of 
this collaborative venture, 
emphasizing its role in un-
locking opportunities for 
joint research initiatives.

"The primary focus 
of this collaboration is to 
train the faculty members 
of NIT Srinagar seamless-
ly in the areas of Pedagogy, 
Curriculum Development, 
Question Paper Setting, 
Continuous Assessment 
Practices, Evaluation 
Methodology, Academic 
Audit, Accreditation, etc, 
Training, academic and 
research collaboration in 
the areas of mutual inter-
est,” he said.

Visitors Express Satisfaction With 
Arrangements As Tulip Garden Opens

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Situated in the foothills 
of Zabarwan Mountains, authorities 
on Saturday opened the Indira Gan-
dhi Memorial Tulip Garden in Sri-
nagar to the public. On its opening 
a large number of visitors throng to 
the garden and expressed their sat-
isfaction over arrangements made 
by the Department of Floriculture 
Jammu Kashmir.

This year's display boasts 1.7 mil-
lion tulips, including five new variet-
ies, promising a breathtaking spec-
tacle for both local and international 
tourists.

As crowds gathered to marvel at 
the garden's beauty on opening day, 
officials anticipate full bloom in the 
coming days. The garden features a 
diverse array of tulip bulbs in shades 
of red, yellow, and pink, offering ear-
ly and late blooming varieties.

Besides lauding the efforts of UT 
administration for establishing the 
garden in mesmerizing picturesque-
ness in the foothills of Zabarwan 
range, the tourists were seen prais-
ing the hospitality of Kashmiri’s and 
their love towards guests.

Many tourists on the occasion 

expressed happiness over being a 
visitor of the garden, and appealing 
to people outside J&K to not waste 
their time in travelling other than 
Kashmir when they have paradise in 
their neighborhood.

Ashish, from Kolkata said that as 
the garden was not opened earlier, 
he visited few destinations of the 
Valley but after visiting here today, 
the blooming Tulips erased all mem-
ories in me as the Garden is the best 
destination across the globe.

I feel that I have landed in heaven, 
it’s beautiful ala around, this has 
been our childhood wish to come 
here, it got fulfilled today, he added.

Another couple from Bangalore on 
their maiden visit to Tulip Garden 
expressed their satisfaction with the 
arrangements made by the UT dem-
onstration.

We are experiencing a smooth 
visit to Tulip Garden, we feel that 
the government has made very good 
arrangements for visitors, we want 
everyone to come here at least once, 
they said.

Notably thousands of local and 
non-local tourists visited the Tulip 
garden on the first day of its opening 
and it is expected the number will 

rise high and probably break records 
this year as the garden will remain 
open for a month this year.

On the sidelines of the opening, 
Commissioner Secretary Floriculture 
Sheikh Fayaz, talking to the media 
said that we added more new vari-
eties this year, adding a total to 73, 
with 1.7 million tulips, which is re-
cord making. He also said that last 
year Tulip garden recorded footfall of 
around 3.77 lakh, and we are hopeful 
that this year we will move beyond 
this number.

"This year, we've expanded by an 
additional 4 Kanals, with officials 
now deployed round the clock to ad-
dress visitor grievances," he added.

Commissioner Secretary Floricul-
ture Sheikh Fayaz, was joined by Di-
rector Floriculture and other officials 
from the department.

Discussions centered on traffic 
management, parking facilities, san-
itation, online ticketing, and other 
logistical arrangements to enhance 
the visitor experience.

With meticulous planning and the 
addition of new flower varieties, this 
year's Tulip Garden promises to cap-
tivate visitors with its scenic splen-
dor and colorful blooms.



R
aising a child in the current 
circumstances is both an ex-
perience to cherish and at the 
same time quite demanding as 

well. Parents have to invest both time 
and finances to let their child realise 
their actualized potential . To hone the 
skills of their children as per demand 
and requirement, the first priority for a 
parent is to offer quality education. 

Parents are ready to sacrifice ev-
erything to safeguard the education of 
their children. So, the first priority for 
a modern parent is to choose the right 
kind of school for their child which 
can cater to a diverse set of learning 
needs. To access quality driven edu-
cational institutions, a parent has to 
move from pillar to post to explore 
available options. 

The author, like any other parent, 
was excited and at the same anxious 
to look for the best  possible schooling 
options to get my child enrolled in kin-
dergarten. I explored ample options in 
South Kashmir and finally zeroed in on 
certain viable options for which I had 
received positive feedback. Therefore, 
I made up my mind to get my ward 
admitted into one of these so-called in-
novation and futuristic driven schools. 
With excitement, I went along with my 
child for an “assessment” where they 
would deduce whether the child fits in 
their self created criteria of learning 
environment. In the school premises, 
I was given a time slot for the said as-
sessment, an assessment which is oth-
erwise strongly discouraged by the 
renowned educationists all over the 
world. Infact, the Honorable Supreme 
Court had passed clear directions and 
had abstained school authorities from 
putting children to any psychological 
discomfort in the name of assessments. 
Even the Ministry of Education and 
Literacy came up with detailed guide-
lines and issued instructions in this 
regard to do away with any kind of as-
sessment in determining the admission 
especially at the pre-primary level. 

At first, I thought the school authori-
ties would hold a sort of informal inter-
action with parents to discuss the attain-
ment of age –appropriate developmental 
milestones. But to my utter shock and 
disbelief, we were asked to hand over 
the child to the assessment team and the 
child was taken to solitary confinement 
in a locked room and we were not al-
lowed to accompany the child and were 
left guessing outside the room. 

Imagine the psychological discom-
fort a child had had to go through on 
being subjected to this torturous as-
sessment by faces unfamiliar to him. 
When the child came out of the room, 
the author went to school authorities 
to discuss certain reservations he had 
in his mind. Why was there a need to 
assess the child even for admission to a 
pre-primary class? The authorities in a 
confident tone replied that it is integral 
to assess the child to gauge the level 
of attainment of developmental mile-
stones and to check whether the child 

is suffering from any kind of disability. 
With eyes wide open, I asked if 

children with special needs would be 
accommodated in the school. Their re-
sponse was literally a bolt from blue. 
The protested as to how they could en-
roll such children in an “elite” institu-
tion and such children are to be admit-
ted in special schools. T

The landmark legislation enacted 
in 2016 titled Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (RPwD) Act 2016 vocifer-
ously advocates enrolling children 
with special needs in mainstream edu-
cation systems instead of establishing 
special schools. The act even makes it 
clear that if any school deprives any 
specially-abled child from his legiti-
mate right to access quality education, 
the school can face de-recognition and 
hefty fine if found violating the pro-
visions of the Act. However, the elit-
ist private schools in our part of the 
world have taken these legislations 
and circulars for a toss. The modus 
operandi of these institutions is to ac-
cess a desired lot of students through 

the assessment and they do not stop 
here: then they demand hefty amounts 
in the name of annual fee, franchise 
fee, school development fee, capitation 
fee besides the normalized tuition fee 
and transportation fee. 

The elitist school, author is talking 
about is receiving a capitation fee to the 

tune of Rupees 80,000. They are selling 
education rather than rendering it ac-
cessible to all. The circulars and orders 
from the school education department 
categorically ask to do away with any 
assessment at the time of admission 
and charging capitation fee of any kind 
but these instructions are hardly seen 
implemented by these elitist vendors of 
education.

NEP 2020 and ECCE:

The essence of NEP 2020 lies in 
shifting the paradigm of education 
from content memorization to attain-
ment of competencies. The skill of hard 
memorization is now considered as a 
redundant and obsolete skill, as this 
skill is not sufficient enough to mitigate 
the challenges of the 21st century. The 
challenges posed by the 21st century 
are quite varied and complex as com-
pared to the challenges encountered 
in previous centuries. The educational 
institutions therefore have to strive 
towards creating congenial learning 
atmosphere which in the longer run 

fosters lifelong learning in modern day 
learners, who can in turn meaningfully 
contribute to society. Are our schools 
ready to embrace the provisions of 
NEP 2020? Or will our schools still stick 
to the traditional way of schooling? In 
that case, what will be the fate of such 
a meticulously crafted policy. The ef-
fective implementation of any ground 
breaking intervention is determined 
by the sincere will and commitment 
of all the relevant stakeholders. One of 
the standout recommendations of NEP 
2020 is the conceptualization of Early 
Childhood care and education (ECCE) 
which was previously unheard of in 
earlier policies. ECCE is crucial to the 
overall development of children, with 
impacts on their learning. Evidence 
on Early childhood education suggests 
that children who engage in early and 
play based learning activities have bet-
ter developmental outcomes than those 
who don’t. According to National cur-
riculum Framework (2022) for founda-
tional stage education of children in 
the three to eight years, research from 
across the world on education, neuro-
sciences and economics demonstrates 
clearly that ensuring free, accessible , 
high quality early childhood care edu-
cation is perhaps the very best invest-
ment that any country can make for its 
future. It further elaborated that brain 
development is most rapid in the first 
eight years of a child’s life, indicating 
the critical importance of cognitive 
and socio-emotional simulation in 
early years. The National Curriculum 
Framework for Foundational stage 
(2022) has listed the ‘panchakosha’ con-
cept for education of children and its 
five integral domains are physical de-
velopment, development of life energy, 
emotional and mental development , 
intellectual development and spiritual 
development. The ECCE model relies 
on play based, inquiry based learning 
with focus on cognitive, affective, psy-
chomotor abilities and early literacy 
and numeracy. The design of teach-
ing –learning instructional pedagogy 
therefore is to hone physical and motor 
development, cognitive development 
, socio-emotional ethical development 
, cultural /artistic development and 
at the same time acquisition of effec-
tive communication, language , early 
literacy and numeracy  at the prepara-
tory stage The ultimate aim of ECCE is 
to attain optimal outcomes in different 
domains. Somehow early childhood 
education has remained both under 
invested and under explored over de-
cades. The argument for increased 
investment in early childhood care 
and education is a basic one – human 
resources are the bedrock of a nation, 
and early childhood is the bedrock of a 
human being. 

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer

The author is an educator 

...
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Saga of Kindergarten

 Admission and NEP 

Recommendations for ECCE
Dr. Mushtaq  Rather

The Economic Consequences of Legal Behavior

T
he way people navigate traf-
fic can tell us a lot about their 
respective cultures. Recently, 
while walking to my office in 

midtown Manhattan, I stopped at a red 
light when an elderly woman with a walk-
ing stick caught my attention as she cau-
tiously looked both left and right. When 
she saw that no car was close enough to 
hit her – assuming they adhered to New 
York’s speed-limit laws – she gave me 
a puzzled look and crossed the street. I 
must admit, I felt a bit foolish.

Such an incident would be un-
thinkable in Japan. Years ago, on the 
first night of a weeklong visit to Tokyo, 
my young, jet-lagged children, who 
had lived only in India and the United 
States, were amazed by the law-abiding 
Japanese. Peering out of our apartment 
window at midnight, they observed 
a man standing alone at a crosswalk. 
Even with no cars in sight, he waited 
patiently for the light to turn green.

While these normative differences 
may seem trivial, societal attitudes to-
ward the law can significantly affect 
a country’s economic performance. 
Whereas the New Yorker’s actions 
could be interpreted as aligning with 
the spirit of the law, the Tokyo pedes-
trian adhered to its letter.

A system that emphasizes the spirit 
of the law gives individuals discretion-
ary power, leading to potential mis-
use or abuse. When individuals have 
latitude to decide how to behave, they 
might, for example, choose to disrupt 
traffic. This is evident in the streets 
of New York and, to a greater extent, 
in my hometown of Kolkata (formerly 

Calcutta). While the city is gradually 
adopting the Western model, during my 
youth Kolkata was a pedestrian’s para-
dise, where crossing the street required 
no more than a simple hand gesture.

It is crucial to understand the 
strengths and weaknesses of both sys-
tems. Japan’s remarkable transforma-
tion from a low-income economy to one 
of the world’s richest countries can be 
partly attributed to its law-abiding cul-
ture. Adherence to the letter of the law 
fosters better organization, which fuels 

economic growth and overall develop-
ment. Consider, for example, an or-
chestra: without a conductor to guide 
them, the musicians onstage may still 
make music, but it would not be the 
Salzburg Opera.

The same is true for many other 
aspects of daily life. In a 2002 paper I 
co-authored with Jörgen Weibull, we 
argued that punctuality is not a genetic 
trait but a behavior cultivated through 
coordination. Sticking to a fixed sched-
ule becomes valuable when everyone is 
expected to do so. It is reminiscent of 
the stag hunt game described by Jean-
Jacques Rousseau in his Discourse on 
Inequality, in which two hunters could 
kill a stag by cooperating but only a 
hare if they go it alone. Contemporary 

Japan is known for its fastidious cul-
ture of punctuality. What is overlooked 
is that, barely a hundred years ago, Ja-
pan was known for its sloppiness with 
respect to time. Japan’s ascent coin-
cided with normative transformation 
from tardiness to punctuality.

Sociologists have emphasized the 
crucial role of social and institutional 
embeddedness in driving economic de-
velopment. Simply put, in addition to 
its trade, fiscal, and monetary policies, 
Japan’s remarkable rise over the past 

century has been facilitated by a social 
transformation which enabled its econ-
omy to grow at an unprecedented rate.

Nevertheless, the New York model, 
where individuals are given leeway 
to interpret the law, has its merits. 
After all, pedestrian traffic lights are 
designed to facilitate the smooth flow 
of traffic and occasionally allow pe-
destrians to cross. When the road is 
empty, ignoring the red light does not 
run counter to the law’s purpose. It 
facilitates what economists refer to as 
a Pareto improvement, whereby some 
people are better off without hurting 
anybody else’s well-being.

While enacting laws that accommo-
date every individual’s unique circum-
stances and preferences is not feasible, 

leaving laws open to some degree of in-
dividual interpretation can encourage 
creativity and enhance efficiency. This 
approach, which cultivates a culture 
conducive to technological and artis-
tic innovation, has enabled the United 
States to become the world’s growth 
engine and magnet for talent.

To be sure, attempting to bring 
about a normative transition from ad-
herence to the letter of the law to realiz-
ing its spirit could backfire, producing 
cacophony in the proverbial orchestra 
pit. Economists and legal scholars can 
play a crucial role in facilitating such 
a shift while mitigating potential risks. 
This cannot be achieved through pre-
cise policy prescription – that would 
in fact be self-contradictory. The key to 
achieving this is in the realm of ideas 
that John Maynard Keynes empha-
sized. We need to be aware of the two 
distinct modes of law enforcement, 
and, despite the risks, the surprising 
advantages of moving from following 
the letter of the law to the spirit.

As the British conductor Charles 
Hazlewood observed, for good music 
you need individual musicians to fol-
low the conductor’s instructions ex-
actly. Great music, however, relies on 
“trust” and “personal freedom for the 
members of the orchestra.” They need 
space for judgment and creativity.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer. The article was 

originally published by 
Project Syndicate 

The circulars and 
orders from the 

school education 
department 
categorically ask to do 
away with any 
assessment at the time 
of admission and 
charging capitation fee 
of any kind but these 
instructions are hardly 
seen implemented by 
these elitist vendors of 
education
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It is crucial to understand the strengths and weaknesses of 
both systems. Japan’s remarkable transformation from a 

low-income economy to one of the world’s richest countries can be 
partly attributed to its law-abiding culture

Such an incident 

would be 
unthinkable in Japan. 
Years ago, on the first 
night of a weeklong 
visit to Tokyo, my 
young, jet-lagged 
children, who had 
lived only in India and 
the United States, 
were amazed by the 
law-abiding Japanese
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A Guide to Ibadah During the 
Last Ten Nights of Ramazan

A Woman is 
Always Uprooted

Tooba Towfiq

W
omen are in permanent exile — from 
their roots, from their desires, from 
their sense of self, from their own 

morality, from a control over self, from the 
freedom to just be who they truly are and want 
to become.

God had not put women on this earth to see 
who best serves the values of society. We were 
created to breathe, thrive and prosper as full 
humans. With our achievements and our mis-
takes. With our own stories.

Women have had to shrink into places, ex-
pectations, relationships and roles to be con-
sidered worthy participants in a race that the 
society put us on.

Being a woman is betraying your own self ev-
ery day. We are thrust into an organised people 
pleasing exercise for life. This is why we feel 
so disconnected in every role. We don’t cher-
ish being any single one of the roles we play 
because none of them have been embraced by 
us through our own will.

Perhaps this is why we so ardently crave for 
love because so much of self deprecation for 
others sake makes us feel like we deserve some 
applause after all. But the trick of womanhood 
is that you’d never be a perfect woman and 
you’d only come closest to being one when you 
are suffering the most.

If women are so incapable of taking their de-
cisions, why are we expected to carry so much 
weight of the world on our shoulders? If we 
are so incapable, why are we then suddenly 
expected to run the world around us?

It is an anomaly. Being a woman is an 
anomaly.

Allama Mir Sheikh Mehdi 
Hussain Hamdani

A Tribute to a 
Spiritual Luminary

Syed Nayeem Hamdani

L
ate Allama Mir Sheikh Mehdi Hussain Ham-
dani Najafi was not just a scholar but a beacon 
of spirituality and wisdom, whose teachings 

continue to illuminate the path of many.
Born in 1937, he dedicated his life to serving the 

community and imparting the knowledge he ac-
quired through years of study and contemplation.
He completed his schooling in Sultanul Madaras in 
Lucknow. His 25th death anniversary falls on 24th 
March Sunday 2024.

Sheikh Mehdi Hussain’s journey of seeking knowl-
edge took him to Najaf Ashraf in Iraq, where he stud-
ied under the guidance of esteemed teachers such 
as Ayatullah Abol Qasim Khoie and Imam Ruhullah 
Khomeini. His dedication to learning and his deep 
understanding of Islamic teachings earned him rec-
ognition and respect both in Kashmir and Iraq.

Returning to Kashmir, Allama became the princi-
pal of Jamia Miftah-ul-Uloom Yachgam, one of the 
oldest religious schools in Budgam. His tenure as 
principal was marked by his commitment to excel-
lence in education and his unwavering dedication to 
the spiritual and moral development of his students.

Sheikh Mehdi Hussain was not just a scholar 
in the traditional sense; he was a spiritual guide 
whose simplicity and piety were an inspiration to 
all who knew him. His teachings emphasized the 
importance of humility, compassion, and devotion 
to Allah, and his students remember him not just 
for his knowledge but for the kindness and wisdom 
with which he imparted it.

Today, as we commemorate the 25th anniversary 
of Allama Najafi's passing, we are reminded of the 
profound impact he had on our lives and the lega-
cy of wisdom and spirituality he left behind. May 
Allah grant him the highest place in paradise and 
grant his family the strength to bear this loss. His 
teachings and his students continue to be a source 
of guidance and inspiration, keeping his memory 
alive in our hearts.

Sheikh Mehdi Hussain’s influence extended be-
yond the walls of the classroom. He was actively 
involved in community service, always ready to 
lend a helping hand to those in need. His generos-
ity knew no bounds, and he often went out of his 
way to assist the less fortunate. His life was a testa-
ment to the values of compassion, generosity, and 
selflessness, and his legacy continues to inspire us 
to strive for excellence in all that we do.

In honoring Allama Hamdani  we not only pay 
tribute to a great scholar but also to a true humani-
tarian whose life was dedicated to serving others. 
As we reflect on his teachings and his example, let 
us strive to emulate his virtues and carry forward 
his legacy of knowledge, compassion, and service to 
humanity. May Allah bless his soul and reward him 
abundantly for his good deeds. His teachings and his 
students continue to be a source of guidance and in-
spiration, keeping his memory alive in our hearts.

AMALIAH TEAM

A
s we come into the last ten 
nights of Ramazan, many 
of us will be reflecting on 

how our Ramazan has gone so 
far, possibly asking ourselves the  
following questions:

Have I made the most of my 
Ramazan? Did I reach  the goals 
I set out before Ramazan? Have 
I prayed every Salah? Have I 
made the most of my time? And 
the list goes on.

And dependent on what the 
answers are to those questions, 
some may be humbly content 
with the progress they have 
made whilst others may feel 
they could have done more.

What is beautiful about the 
blessed month of Ramazan 
is that Allah (SWT) gifted us 
a special night in the last ten 
nights of Ramazan, the Night of 
Power which is ‘greater than a 
thousand months [of worship].’ 
(Surah Al-Qadr, 97:3).

What is the reason for this 
gift? The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was shown 
the lifespans of the previous 
nations which were hundreds 
to thousands of years, and the 
ones of his Ummah were such 
that they would pass away in 
their sixties and seventies. Upon 
learning this, he was concerned 
that his Ummah would not be 
able to compete with the pre-
vious nations, so Allah (SWT) 
gifted the Night of Power to his 
.Ummah for him (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

Ziyad related to me from Ma-
lik that he had heard a man he 
trusted of the people of knowl-
edge say, “The Messenger of 
Allah, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, was shown 
the lifespans of the people (who 
had gone) before him, or what 
Allah willed of that, and it was 
as if the lives of the people of 
his community had become too 
short for them to be able to do 
as many good actions as oth-
ers before them had been able 
to do with their long lives, so 
Allah gave him Laylat al- Qadr, 
which is better than a thousand 
months.” (Malik)

Abu Hurairah (ra) narrates, 
“The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 
said, ‘The lifespan of my nation 
is between sixty to seventy, and 
the least of them are those who 
surpass that.’” (Ibn Majah)

If we were to ponder on the 
magnitude of the verse ‘greater 
than a thousand months [of 
worship]’ then this could be 
interpreted as more than 83 
years of worship,and in essence 
more than a lifetime. With these 
abundant blessings gifted to us 
from Allah (SWT) for the tak-
ing, there is no question as to 
why Muslims strive to find this 
blessed night, which is placed 
on one of the odd nights in the 
last ten days of Ramazan.

From this, we know Allah 
(SWT) wants us to succeed when 
the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) used 
to say, ‘Do as many deeds as you 
are capable of doing, for Allah 
will not become weary (of giv-
ing you reward), but you would 
be tired (of doing good deeds).’ 
(Muslim)

He (صلى الله عليه وسلم) also used to say, ‘The 
most beloved deed to Allah is 
one to which the doer adheres 
constantly even if it is small.’ 
[Muslim]

On knowing about this incred-
ible gift, a renewed sense of pur-
pose should be back on the cards 
again. A Muslim still has hope 
that it is not too late to finish 
Ramazan strong, to push hard to 
the end like a race.

On the authority of ‘Aishah 
(ra) who said, ‘When the last 
ten days (of Ramazan) started, 
the Prophet (saw) would tighten 
his waist belt (i.e. work hard), 
he would give life to its nights 
(i.e. pray all night) and he would 
awaken his family (for prayers).’ 
(Bukhari)

In light of this beautiful nar-
ration, you will find below ten 
tips on how to elevate your wor-
ship during the last ten nights 
of Ramazan, so that when these 
30 days pass, you will rejoice 
in knowing you tried your best 
insha’Allah.

1. DON’T WASTE TIME

The Night of Power is better 
than a thousand months of wor-
ship, which means each second 
is equal to more than 24 hours 
of worship! Subhan’Allah! This 
includes limiting the amount of 
time you are spending on social 
media and being intentional 
with your goals.

The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 
said, ‘There is no intelligence 
like planning.’ (Ibn Majah)

To give you a heads up on im-
portant dates in your planning, 
this year the final ten nights are 
estimated to begin at Maghrib 
on Saturday 30th March. Inter-
estingly, in the UK the Easter 
school holidays begin on Friday 
29th March (Bank Holidays: 
Good Friday and Easter Mon-
day is 1st April) and the sum-
mer term begins Monday 15th 
April. Alhamdulillah, this means 
the last ten nights are all in this 
year’s Easter holidays, which is 
great especially for families with 
school children.

2. GIVE CHARITY

The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 
was the most generous of peo-
ple and was described in Rama-
zan as being, ‘more generous in 
giving charity than the blowing 
wind.’ (Muslim)

Muslim Hands Best Ten Nights 
donation tool ensures that you 
don’t miss out on the rewards of 
donating on the Night of Power. 
You can split your donations in 
the following three ways: (1) 
evenly across all ten nights, (2) 
give double on the odd nights and 
(3) even give double on odd nights 
and triple on the 27th night.

The reason the Best Ten Nights 
tool puts emphasis on donations 
towards the odd nights, espe-
cially the 27th is from the fol-
lowing hadith narrations:

On the authority of ‘Aishah (ra) 
that the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 
said, ‘Search for the Night of Pow-
er in the odd nights of the last ten 
days of Ramazan.’ (Bukhari)

On the authority of Mu‘awiyah 
ibn Abu Sufyan (ra) that the 
Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said concerning 
the Night of Power, ‘The Night 
of Power is the twenty-seventh 
(night of Ramazan).’ (Abu Dawud)

If it is the Night of Power, do-
nating £10 would be like donat-
ing £10 for over 83.3 years or 
over 29,500 days (83.3 x 355 lu-
nar days of an Islamic year) – or 
if we are talking figures, it is as 
though you have donated over 
£295,000! So splitting your do-
nations to ensure you don’t miss 
this blessed night is a must! You 
can also diversify your donations 
by choosing from the following 
five funds: (1) Gaza Emergency 
Fund, (2) Zakat Fund, (3) Where 
Most Needed Fund, (4) Water 
Fund and (5) Iftar Fund.

3. BEFRIENDING THE QUR’AN BY 

LISTENING AND READING

Ramazan is the month of the 
Qur’an and other scripture reve-
lations like the Scrolls of Ibrahim 
(AS), the Torah and the Gospel 
were also revealed in Ramazan 
[Ahmad] to serve as guidance 
for mankind.

A person gets ten rewards for 
reciting each letter of Arabic in 
the Qur’an (Tirmidhi) and there 
are approximately 327,792 let-
ters in the Qur’an – which means 
massive rewards are on offer! 
Beautifully, the Qur’an is divided 
into 30 Juz, correlating with the 
30 days that Ramazan is made 
up of, making it possible to aim 
to read one Juz a day. Each Juz is 
divided into two Hizb and each 
Hizb is divided into quarters to 
make the Qur’an easier to read 
so you can reach the milestone 
of completing the Qur’an.

You may ask, is there a pre-

ferred time to read the Qur’an? 
Yes, especially at the time of Fajr 
as Allah states,

‘Establish prayer from the de-
clining of the sun to the dark-
ness of the night; and hold fast 
to the recitation of the Qur’an at 
Fajr (dawn), for the recitation of 
the Qur’an at Fajr is witnessed.’ 
(Surah Al-Isra 17:78)

4. PRAY TAHAJJUD BEFORE SUHOOR

When you wake up for Suhoor 

(the pre-dawn meal), wake up 
early enough to also pray the 
Tahajjud prayer (which literally 
means ‘avoiding sleep’) – mini-
mum 2 x 2 rak‘ahs nafl prayer 
before Fajr.

It is a unique blessing for 
this Ummah that we have a 
pre-dawn meal before we com-
mence fasting and the Prophet 
 said, ‘Take the pre-dawn (صلى الله عليه وسلم)
meal (Suhoor), for indeed there 
is a blessing in it.’ (Bukhari)

The last third of the night be-
fore Fajr is truly a blessed time, 
the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said,

‘Our Lord, Blessed and Exalted 
be He, comes down every night 
to the nearest Heaven when the 
last third of the night remains, 
saying, ‘Is there anyone to in-
voke Me, so that I may respond 
to him? Is there anyone to ask 
Me, so that I may grant him his 
request? Is there anyone seek-
ing My forgiveness, so that I may 
forgive him?’ (Bukhari)

Seeking forgiveness from Al-
lah at this blessed time is fur-
ther emphasised in the Qur’an 
that Allah’s true servants are 
those who ‘(those) who are pa-
tient, truthful, obedient, and 
charitable, and who pray for for-
giveness before dawn’ (Surah Ali 
‘Imran 3:17)

5. PERFORM THE NIGHT PRAYERS

These are called Taraweeh, 
which literally means to take 
rest and take pauses between 
each two units of prayer.  There 
is immense barakah associated 
with performing qiyam al lail 
(night prayers) during Ramazan. 
Praying in the Masjid in congre-
gation multiplies your reward by 
twenty-seven times (Bukhari). 
Additionally, one is encouraged 
to engage in Dhikr between each 
set of four units of prayer.

The blessing of Ramazan this 
year is that the fasts are shorter 

and the nights are longer than 
previous years. Hence, you can 
make the most of the nights in 
worship by doing a variety of 
worship as it is difficult to sus-
tain one act of worship.

6. PERFORM ITIKAF

Try to perform Itikaf in your 
local masjid in the last ten nights 
or a few days that you are avail-
able to do so. Women have the 
option to do this in their homes 
in a specified room.

On the authority of ‘Aishah 
(RA) who said, ‘The Messen-
ger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) used to prac-
tise ‘Itikaf in the last ten nights 
of Ramazan and used to say, 
‘Search for the Night of Power in 
the last ten nights of Ramazan.’’ 
(Bukhari)

7. DON’T EAT TOO MUCH AND KEEP 

HYDRATED

The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 
said, ‘A human being does not fill 
any container that is worse than 
(his) stomach. It is sufficient for 
the son of Adam to eat what will 
support his back. But if this is 
not possible, then a third for his 
food, a third for his drink and a 
third for his breath.’ (Tirmidhi)

Try to opt for wholesome 
foods including fruit and veg-
etables and keep hydrated with 
plenty of water. Movement is 
also key so we can look after 
our bodies as they are an ama-
nah, a trust placed in us by Allah 
(SWT), and caring for our bodies 
and our health is a beautiful way 
to please our Creator. The Proph-
et (صلى الله عليه وسلم) advised us that,

‘Indeed, your body has a right 
over you.’ (Bukhari)

For ideas for engaging in exer-
cise and earning great rewards, 
you can check out Muslim 
Hands event Walk For The Chil-
dren Of War.

8. MAKE DU‘A AND DHIKR

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, ‘Du‘a is the 
essence of worship.’ (Tirmidhi).

Making du‘a during the last ten 
days should not be taken lightly 
and therefore preparing a list 
is important, even jotting these 
down with a notepad and pen.

Du’a is like a conversation 
with Allah (SWT) in which we 
put our needs before Him and 
ask His help in resolving our 
problems. Du’a not only allows 
us to submit to Allah (SWT) but 
it is also a form of worship and 
a way to build our relationship 
with our Creator.

The benefit of making du‘a is 
famously mentioned in The No-
ble Qur’an,

‘When My servants ask you (O 
Prophet) about Me: I am truly 
near. I respond to one’s prayer 
when they call upon Me. So let 
them respond to Me and believe 
in Me, perhaps they will be guid-
ed.’ (Surah Al Baqarah 2:186)

It is profound to note that this 
verse appears directly after the 
verse that commanded the fast-
ing of Ramazan. Scholars there-
fore have said there is a direct 
connection between fasting and 
making du‘a and we should use 
every opportunity to make du‘a 
during this blessed month, espe-
cially in the last ten nights.

The Prophetic Du‘a for these 
nights is,

Allahumma! Innaka ‘Afuw-
wun Karimun tuHibbul-‘Afwa 
fa‘fu ‘anni

“O Allah! Indeed, You are the 

Generous and Pardoning One. 
You love to pardon, so pardon 
me!” (Tirmidhi)

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) also advised 
us in Ramazan to make the fol-
lowing du‘a, ‘You should ask Al-
lah for Jannah and ask for refuge 
in Him from Jahannam.’ (Ibn 
Khuzaimah)

9. WORK ON YOUR CHARACTER

The primary mission of the 
Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was to teach us how 
to be people of good character, ‘I 
have been sent to perfect good 
character.’ (Muwatta). The traits 
of good character include mod-
esty, courage, forgiveness, gen-
erosity and kindness .

Tools to improve your char-
acter can include studying the 
Seerah of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and the 
life of the Sahabah (RA) to un-
derstand how they lived a life of 
righteousness. Being conscious 
of the types of people you sur-
round yourself with as they can 
have a huge influence on you ei-
ther positively or negatively.

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said ‘Verily, 
the parable of good and bad com-
pany is that of a seller of musk 
and a blacksmith. The seller of 
musk will give you perfume, you 
will buy some, or you will notice 
a pleasant smell. As for the black-
smith, he will burn your clothes, 
or you will notice a bad smell.’

So in the last ten nights, reflect 
on how you dealt with certain 
situations, did you strive to be 
more patient, avoid anger, and 
lend a helping hand, among oth-
er virtues.

10. FINISH STRONG

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) split Ramazan 
into three equal parts,

‘And it is a month, the first 
of which is mercy, its middle is 
forgiveness and its last (part) is 
freedom from the Fire.’ (Mishkat 
al-Masabih)

We want to finish strong to at-
tain this eternal freeing from the 
hellfire inshaAllah. Even if we 
have had a poor start to Rama-
zan we must push ourselves 
down to its last week as the 
Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) advised,

‘Seek it in the last ten (nights), 
i.e. the Night of Power. If one of 
you shows slackness and weak-
ness (in the earlier part of Rama-
zan), it should not be allowed 
to prevail upon him in the last 
week.’ (Muslim)

Imam Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawzi 
(RH) said, ‘When the race horse 
knows that it is nearing the end 
of the track it exerts all of its ef-
fort to win the race. Do not allow 
the race horse to be more clever 
than you. For verily deeds are 
judged by their conclusions. So 
if you didn’t do so well with wel-
coming Ramazan then perhaps 
you will do better in bidding it 
farewell.’

This is based upon the advice 
of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) who said, ‘In-
deed, deeds are only (judged) by 
their endings.’ (Bukhari)

We pray for a good end as we 
strive for Paradise and its de-
lights, ‘whose seal is musk, so 
let those who want to compete 
for that, compete!’ (Surah Al-
Mutaffifin 83:26)

We pray that Allah (SWT) ac-
cepts all our worship this Rama-
zan and that we emerge with all 
our sins forgiven, Ameen!

The article was originally 
published by Amaliah

The Night of Power 

is better than a 

thousand months 

of worship, which 

means each second 

is equal to more than 

24 hours of worship! 

Subhan’Allah! This 

includes limiting the 

amount of time you 

are spending on social 

media and being 

intentional with your 

goals
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No Relief
was on Friday remanded to the cus-

tody of the Enforcement Directorate 
for seven days, i.e., until March 28, a 
day after he was arrested by the probe 
agency.

An immediate hearing has been 
sought from the Acting Chief Justice, 
preferably on Sunday, March 24.

The ED, which was given the cus-
tody of Delhi CM till March 28 by the 
court, has alleged that the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) is the major beneficiary of 
the proceeds of crime generated in the 
alleged liquor scam.

The Rouse Avenue Court on Friday 
remanded Kejriwal to six days of ED 
custody in the money laundering case 
related to the alleged liquor policy 
scam case till March 28. (ANI)

‘Will Return
a former IRS officer who has so far 

maintained a distance from active 
politics, was streamed live by the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), a day after a court 
here remanded Kejriwal in ED custody 
till March 28 “for his detailed and sus-
tained interrogation” regarding his 
role in the alleged Delhi excise policy 
scam.

“Whether inside or outside, ev-
ery moment of my life is dedicated 
to serving the country. Every drop of 
my blood is dedicated to the country,” 
Kejriwal was quoted as saying by his 
wife.

“Aisi salakhein nahi jo aapke bhai, 
bete ko zyada din andar rakh sakhe(No 
jail can keep your brother, your son in-
side for long). I will soon come out and 
fulfil my promise,” he said in the mes-
sage in Hindi.

Kejriwal said that he was born to 
wage struggles and is destined for big-
ger challenges in future as well, so he 
was not surprised by his arrest.

He asserted that India has to be 
shaped into the strongest and greatest 
country in the world.

“Together, we have to make India a 
great country, the strongest and num-
ber one country in the world. There 
are many forces inside and outside 
India that are weakening the country. 
We need to be cautious so as to iden-
tify these forces and defeat them,” she 
said reading Kejriwal’s message.

There are numerous people and 
forces in the country that are patriots. 
India must be made to move forward 
and these forces need to be united 
and strengthened, read the Delhi chief 
minister’s message.

“I have received a lot of love from 
you. I must have done virtuous actions 
in my previous birth that I was born 
in a great country like India. I have 
blessings of crores of people that is my 
strength,” said the message.

Kejriwal also appealed to AAP vol-
unteers that the work of social and 
public service should not stop because 
he was in custody.

“Also, the BJP people need not be 

hated for this. They are our broth-
ers and sisters. I will return soon,” 
Kejriwal was quoted as saying by his 
wife, who had the Indian flag and 
pictures of B R Ambedkar and Bhagat 
Singh in the backdrop - also seen dur-
ing video address by Arvind Kejriwal 
and his Punjab counterpart Bhagwant 
Mann.

The Delhi chief minister in his mes-
sage also assured the women of Delhi 
that he will fulfil the promise of pro-
viding them monthly Rs 1000 hono-
rarium announced in the budget, after 
coming back.

“The mothers and sisters in Delhi 
could be thinking that Kejriwal has 
gone inside and whether they will get 
Rs 1000 honorarium or not. I appeal 
to all my mothers and sisters to have 
faith in me...”

“I will soon come out and fulfil my 
promise. Has it ever happened that 
Kejriwal did not fulfil any promise. 
Your brother and son is made of iron,” 
he said in the message.

Kejriwal urged the women to go 
to temples at least once to seek god’s 
blessings for him.

The AAP chief is in ED custody till 
March 28, following his arrest on May 
21st evening by the agency in connec-
tion with a money-laundering case 
linked to Delhi’s now-scrapped excise 
policy.

“(Prime Minister Narendra) Modi-ji 
got your thrice-elected chief minister 
arrested due to his arrogance of power 
and is trying to crush everyone. This 
is a betrayal with the people of Delhi. 
Your chief minister has always stood 
with you.

Whether inside (jail) or outside, his 
life is dedicated to the country. The 
public is supreme and knows every-
thing. Jai Hind,” Sunita Kejriwal had 
said on X on Friday.

The BJP, meanwhile, demanded 
Kejriwal’s resignation.

“I had said earlier that the ‘kingpin’ 
will also be arrested. However, those 
who used to talk about ethics till yes-
terday are now saying that they will 
run the government from jail.

“Even those who were involved 
in the fodder scam had resigned. 
However, those involved in the liquor 
scam have refused to resign,” Union 
Minister Anurag Thakur said at a press 
conference.

BJP’s IT department head Amit 
Malviya took a swipe at Sunita 
Kejriwal over her remarks that “there 
are several forces within and outside 
India that are weakening the country”.

“Agree with her completely. She 
may want to explain what is AAP MP 
Raghav Chadha doing with British 
Labour MP Preet K Gill, who openly 
advocates K separatism, mobilises 
funds for Ks in UK, funds violent pro-
tests outside India House in London, 
constantly posts anti-India, anti-
Modi, anti-Hindu stuff on her social 
media accounts?” Malviya posted on 

X. PTI

Asia’s Largest Tulip
with 50,000 tulip bulbs imported 

from The Netherlands. It instantly 
gained popularity and has been 
steadily growing each year -- both in 
terms of the number of visitors and 
the tulips.

More than 3.65 lakh visitors, both 
domestic and foreign, visited the gar-
den last year while it witnessed a foot-
fall of 3.60 lakh people in 2022.

The tulip garden is also one of the 
favourite locations for shooting films 
and videos as several units from 
across the country shot parts of their 
projects at the site last year.

The official added that the depart-
ment has added nearly 22,000 square 
feet of additional parking space for the 
convenience of visitors.

JKP Sets-up Election

regarding election related affairs,” 
he added.

According to the police, the estab-
lishment of a 24x7 election helpline 
underscores the commitment of the 
police to uphold the credibility & 
transparency of the electoral process. 
By facilitating communication and as-
sistance, the police aimed to ensure a 
safe & secure environment for voters 
to exercise their democratic rights.

IAF Airlifts
328 passengers on Saturday. While 

144 passengers were airlifted from 
Srinagar to Kargil in three sorties of 
AN-32, 12 passengers were airlifted 
from Kargil to Srinagar,” the official 
said.

Similarly, 164 passengers availed 
the service from Jammu to Kargil in 
three sorties and eight passengers 
from Kargil to Jammu, the official said.

Jitendra Singh’s 
constituency on Thursday.
Singh retained Udhampur Lok Sabha 

seat in 2019 defeating Congresss’ 
Vikramaditya Singh, the grandson of 
erstwhile Maharaja Hari Singh, by a 
huge margin of 3,53,272 votes.

In 2014, Singh had defeated former 
Union minister Ghulam Nabi Azad 
by 60,976 votes and assumed charge 
as minister of state in the Prime 
Minister’s office.

In his latest affidavit, the minister 
put the value of his movable assets at 
Rs 3.33 crore and immovable assets at 
Rs 3.71 crore; and his wife’s movable 
assets at Rs Rs 88.88 lakh and immov-
able assets at Rs 66 lakhs in 2024.

In 2014, he had declared his mov-
able assets at Rs 88.22lakh and im-
movable assets of Rs 2.31 crore, while 
his wife’s movable assets were de-
clared at Rs 65.42 lakh.

His latest wealth included Rs 45,000 
cash in hand (self) and Rs 55,000 
(wife), six banks accounts for self 

having over Rs 1.11 crore, three bank 
accounts with over Rs 8.37 lakh in the 
name of his wife, besides nearly four 
dozen Fixed Deposit Receipts (FDRs) 
worth over Rs two crore together.

The assets also included a residen-
tial house in Jammu on the name of 
Singh and a flat in Delhi and non-agri-
cultural land (in Garhwal) in the name 
of his wife, and two private vehicles 
including one luxury car and 40 and 
50 tolas of gold worth Rs 13.30 lakh 
and Rs 16.50 lakhs by husband and 
wife, respectively.

In 2019, the movable assets of the 
minister stood at Rs 1.84 crore and 
his spouse’s at Rs 57.87 lakh, while the 
immovable assets were Rs 4.02 crore 
for himself and Rs 63.20 lakh in the 
name of his wife.

According to the latest affidavit, 
Singh had filed his income tax re-
turns for the last five financial years 
– Rs 33,17,330 (2022-23), Rs 31,65,330 
(2021-22), Rs 25,75,940 (2020-21), Rs 
29,58,240 (2019-20) and Rs 29,49,872 
(2018-19). His wife has also filed her 
income tax returns ranging between 
Rs 4-6 lakhs during the same period.

The minister has no criminal case 
pending against him and also has no 
liability.

ECI Notifies
issued under the powers vested in 

the Commission under Article 324 
of the Constitution read along with 
Section 25 of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951, which speci-
fies the migrant electors of Kashmir 
Valley who are enrolled in any of 
the Parliamentary Constituencies of 
Baramulla, Srinagar and Anantnag-
Rajouri, but residing outside their 
place of ordinary residence, (other 
than those who opt for a postal bal-
lot under clause (c) of Section 60 the 
Representation of the People Act, 
1951) as the class of persons for whom 
special polling stations shall be pro-
vided outside the territorial limits 
of the Parliamentary Constituencies 
mentioned above during the General 
Election to the House of the People 
for the Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir, to be held in 2024.

The other Notification similarly has 
been issued under Section 60(c) of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951, 
notifying the aforesaid migrant elec-
tors of Kashmir valley enrolled in any 
of the Parliamentary Constituencies 
of 1-Baramulla, 2-Srinagar, and 
3-Anantnag-Rajouri, who are resid-
ing outside their place of ordinary 
residence, (other than those who opt 
to vote in person at special polling sta-
tions), as the class of persons to give 
their votes by postal ballots.

Additionally, the Commission 
has also notified four Assistant 
Returning Officers (AROs) to assist 
the Returning Officers of these three 
Parliamentary Constituencies in the 
work concerning the ‘Specified’ and 

‘Notified’ class of electors. These four 
AROs are (1) Assistant Commissioner, 
Relief (Migrant), Jammu, (2) Assistant 
Commissioner, Panchayat, Udhampur 
(3) Deputy Director, Horticulture, 
Planning and Marketing, Delhi and 
(4) Deputy Secretary, in the office of 
Resident Commissioner, New Delhi.

Functionally, the Assistant 
Commissioner, Relief (Migrant), 
Jammu in the Office of Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commissioner, Jammu 
is made responsible for the receipt of 
applications from the electors who 
wish to vote at the special polling sta-
tions at Jammu. He shall also be the 
ARO responsible for the issuance of a 
Postal Ballot to all those who opt for 
the same.

Likewise, the Deputy Director, 
Horticulture, Planning & Marketing, 
Delhi and Deputy Secretary, office of 
Resident Commissioner, New Delhi, 
are appointed as the ARO for the re-
ceipt of applications, conduct of poll, 
etc., at the special polling station(s) 
to be provided in Delhi. Collector, 
Northern Railways, Udhampur is ap-
pointed as ARO in respect of the spe-
cial polling station(s) at Udhampur.

For the General Elections to Lok 
Sabha - 2024, the Election Commission 
has advised the migrant voters to send 
their forms, Form M for voting in person 
at any of the ‘Special Polling Stations’ 
or Form 12 C for using the postal ballot 
to the concerned Assistant Returning 
Officers to reach them on or 10 days 
before the date of poll separately for 
each phase of the polling.

Kashmiri migrant voters, who are 
residing at various relief camps in 
Delhi, Jammu, and Udhampur and 
who opt to cast their votes in person 
through Electronic Voting Machines at 
the forthcoming General Elections to 
the Lok Sabha, 2024 can do so at poll-
ing stations across Jammu, Udhampur 
and Delhi.

Army Cancels
Indian Army has remained apoliti-

cal & areligious. This ill-advised UCC 
seminar is a threat to both these basic 
tenets,” Abdullah said in a post on X.

He said going ahead with the 
seminar risks opening up the Army 
to charges of getting involved in the 
“murky world” of politics coupled 
with “interfering” in religious matters.

His party colleague and NC’s chief 
spokesperson Tanvir Sadiq asked the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) to 
“assess the appropriateness” of the 
Army discussing an issue that figures 
prominently in the BJP’s manifesto 
while the Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC) is in effect.

The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
also criticised the Army for conduct-
ing the seminar.

“What we are seeing is the continu-
ation of the trend of ‘Naya Kashmir’ 
and Akhir Kab Tak campaigns in 

which the Army as an institution 
was seen as playing a partisan role 
and directly interfering in the politi-
cal affairs of J&K,” PDP spokesperson 
Najmus Saqib said.

“Post backlash, we had seen some 
systemic changes, but unfortunately 
the seminar by the India Army as an 
institution depicts how far the lines 
between politics and security appa-
ratus have blurred in J&K,” he added.

Saqib said this is a “very dangerous 
trend” and is a “manifestation of larger 
systemic erosion of the Constitution”.

After the backlash, the Army can-
celled the event “due to implementa-
tion of the Model Code of Conduct”.

“The Legal Awareness Seminar on 
March 26 by Kashmir Jurist in Kashmir 
University has been cancelled due to 
implementation of the Model Code 
of Conduct,” Srinagar-based Defence 
Spokesman Lt Col Manoj Sahu said.

The invite for the seminar to the 
mediapersons was sent by Srinagar-
based PRO Defence on behalf of 
General Officer Commanding HQ 31 
Sub Area, Major General PBS Lamba.

Centre Empowers
Government declared the Jammu 

Kashmir National Front (JKNF), as an 
unlawful association vide notifica-
tion number S.O. 1296(E) dated March 
12, 2024, published in the Gazette of 
India, Extraordinary, Part-II, Section-3, 
Sub-section (ii), dated the 12th March, 
2024,” the notification stated.

“Now, therefore, in the exercise of 
the powers conferred by section 42 of 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, 1967 (37 of 1967) (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the said Act), the Central 
Government hereby directs that all 
the powers exercisable by it under 
section 7 and section 8 of the said Act 
shall also be exercised by the State 
Governments and the Union terri-
tory administrations in relation to 
the above said unlawful association,” 
reads the notification.

On March 12, the MHA banned the 
JKNF by declaring it as an ‘unlaw-
ful association’ with immediate ef-
fect under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act for a period of five 
years,” it added.

The Ministry issued a notification 
pointing out that the JKNF, chaired by 
Nayeem Ahmad Khan, is indulging in 
“unlawful activities, which are preju-
dicial to the integrity, sovereignty, and 
security of the country.”

Rs 200 Cr Road
cost of 200 crore rupees, is sched-

uled to commence in May.
“This initiative aims to cover approxi-

mately 630 kilometres of roads span-
ning the entire Kashmir region,” he said.

Naqeeb expressed confidence that 
the implementation of this project 
would significantly improve road 
safety standards, ultimately saving 
lives
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KISS University Granted 'A' Grade Accreditation By NAAC In First Cycle
Observer News Service

Bhubaneswar: The KISS 
Deemed-to -b e-Un iver sit y 
has been awarded the presti-
gious 'A' grade accreditation by 
the National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC) 
in its first cycle of accreditation. 
The university is the first insti-
tution in the country to achieve 
this feat in its first attempt at 
accreditation by NAAC.

The recognition by NAAC 
as an 'A' grade institution is 
a testament to the quality of 

education and the dedication 
to academic excellence at KISS 
University.

The Ministry of Education 
granted deemed-to-be-uni-
versity status to KISS in 2017, 
acknowledging its significant 
contributions to the field of 
education.

“Happy to announce KISS 

Deemed to be University got 
NAAC A grade in its first cycle 
since 2017 recognition of DU 
status. A unique feat, adding 
to accolades like the UNESCO 
Literacy Prize 2022. This marks 
an academic pinnacle for our 
fully free, residential school for 
tribal children,”  Dr Achyuta 
Samanta, founder of KIIT and 

KISS said.
Educational stakeholders 

and the academic community 
have expressed their happi-
ness and pride in achieving 
this milestone, giving the 
credit for the recognition to Dr 
Samanta, his dedication and 
perseverance.

KISS is the only university in 
the world that offers education 
to tribal students free of cost.

The accreditation under-
scores the university's commit-
ment to providing quality edu-
cation. The timely application 

and successful accreditation by 
NAAC as an 'A' grade institution 
are considered a major achieve-
ment for KISS University.

Dr Samanta extended his 
heartfelt thanks to the teach-
ers, staff, students, and sup-
porters of KISS University for 
their hard work and dedication, 
which played a crucial role in 
achieving this accolade. This 
success has sparked a wave of 
happiness among the students, 
faculty, staff, and the tribal com-
munities associated with the 
university.
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Referral Judges Vital for Successful 
Mediation: Justice Tashi

KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Mediation & Concili-
ation Committee, High Court 
of J&K and Ladakh in collabo-
ration with J&K Judicial Acade-
my and J&K Legal Services Au-
thority on Saturday organized 
one day sensitization pro-
gramme for nominated Refer-
ral Judges of Jammu province 
of Jammu and Kashmir on the 
topic “Mediation and Role of 
Referral Judges in the Process 
of Mediation” at J&K Judicial 
Academy, Jammu.

Justice Tashi Rabstan, Judge, 
High Court of J&K and Ladakh 
and Chairman, Mediation & 
Conciliation Committee, High 
Court of J&K and Ladakh inau-
gurated the event.

While delivering the inau-
gural address, Justice Tashi 
highlighted that the media-
tion embodies principles of 
cooperation and consensus-
building. He said that by pri-
oritizing relationships and 
collaboration, mediation tran-
scends the limitations of the 

courtroom and offers a more 
holistic approach to conflict 
resolution. He added that me-
diation empowers individuals 
to resolve their conflicts swift-
ly, amicably, and on their own 
terms. He underlined that the 
referral judges must possess 
a thorough understanding of 
the principles and practices 
of mediation, as an effective 

alternative dispute resolution 
tool in their hands.

Justice Tashi stressed that 
referral judges play a pivotal 
role in promoting the use of 
mediation as an alternative to 
traditional litigation and huge 
responsibility lies on their 
shoulder to make mediation 
successful. Referring to the 
dismal figures of cases referred 

for mediation by the District 
Judiciary in the UT of J&K dur-
ing the year 2023, Justice Tashi 
observed that we are lagging 
far behind than other States.

He strongly urged upon all 
the participating referral judg-
es as also the trial judges as 
a whole to embrace the prin-
ciples of mediation to foster 
a legal system that is not only 
efficient and equitable but 
also conducive in nurturing 
harmonious relationships and 
promoting social cohesion.

Yash Paul Bourney, Direc-
tor, J&K Judicial Academy, in 
his welcome address, gave an 
overview of the programme. 
Quoting Chief Justice of India, 
Justice Dr. D. Y. Chandrachud, 
he said that Mediation of-
fers citizens a forum to not 
only determines the outcome 
of their disputes, but also to 
determine the criteria and 
standards by which those out-
comes are evaluated. He high-
lighted that mediation as an 
Alternate or

Additional Dispute Resolu-

tion mechanism, is not new 
to India and has been existing 
as part of dispute resolution 
mechanism since times im-
memorial.

He added that mediation in 
its present form is a much re-
fined and structured concept 
for effective resolution of dis-
putes with the help of a third 
neutral person who assists the 
disputant parties to resolve 
their differences amicably. He 
reflected that benefits of me-
diation are manifold. Firstly, 
it offers a cost-effective and 
time-efficient alternative to 
traditional litigation, spar-
ing parties from protracted 
court battles and exorbitant 
legal fees. Secondly, media-
tion promotes flexibility and 
autonomy, allowing parties to 
retain control over the out-
come of their dispute rather 
than surrendering it to a judge 
and moreover, mediation pro-
motes confidentiality, preserv-
ing the privacy of sensitive 
information and mitigating 
reputational risks.

BSF Reviews Operational 
Preparedness Along LoC

Jal Shakti Dept Urge 
Consumers For Timely 
Settlement Of Water BillsAgencies

SRINAGAR: Special Director 
General (SDG) of the BSF's 
Western Command, Yogesh 
Bahadur Khurania, concluded 
a five-day visit in the Kashmir 
valley which was aimed to 
assess the security situation 
and operational preparedness 
of the force along the Line of 
Control (LoC), an official said 
here on Saturday.

The SDG of Western Com-
mand Chandigarh undertook a 
significant five-day visit to the 
Kashmir Frontier from March 
18 to 22, a BSF spokesman said.

The spokesman said the 
visit aimed to assess the secu-
rity situation and operational 
preparedness along the LoC, 
reaffirming the commitment 
of the BSF to safeguard India's 
borders.

The visit commenced with 
a detailed briefing by Inspec-
tor General, BSF Kashmir 
Frontier, Ashok Yadav, on the 
security situation on the LoC 
and hinterland, he said.

The spokesman said the 
visit included an aerial re-
connaissance and visits to 
forward defended localities, 
as well as to the Sector Head-
quarters (SHQ) BSF in Kup-
wara and Srinagar.

At each location, the SDG 
engaged with the local BSF 
Commanders and troops gain-
ing firsthand insights into the 
security scenario and opera-
tional readiness along the LoC.

Khurania also called on 
General Officer Commanding 
(GoC) 15 Corps, Lt Gen Rajiv 
Ghai, and discussed the col-
laborative efforts between 
the BSF and the Army, and 
underscored the paramount 
importance of synergy for 
achieving peace, prosperity 
and development in the val-
ley, the spokesman said.

The BSF officer visited the 
Composite Hospital and STC 
BSF, Kashmir, where he re-
viewed ongoing physical and 
professional skill training of 
recruits.

He commended the profes-

sionalism and expertise of 
the training team at STC BSF, 
Kashmir, highlighting their 
role in shaping the future of 
BSF personnel.

During the visit, Khurania 
interacted with senior offi-
cers, subordinate officers and 
jawans through a "Prahari 
Sammelan".

The BSF SDG lauded the 
high level of professionalism 
exhibited by the BSF person-
nel and urged them to main-
tain high vigil to thwart any 
attempts to disrupt peace and 
harmony in the valley.

Khurania's visit to the 
Kashmir Frontier underscores 
the BSF's unwavering com-
mitment to safeguard India's 
borders and ensure the safety 
and security of its citizens, 
the spokesman said.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: As the impending 
deadline of March 31 for water 
bill payments draws closer, the 
Jal Shakti Department, formerly 
known as the Public Health En-
gineering Department, is in-
tensifying efforts to remind 
consumers to settle their 
dues promptly, aiming 
to avoid any potential 
inconvenience.

Officials aware of 
the matter said that 
the Jal Shakti Depart-
ment has issued a stern 
warning to consumers, 
urging them to settle their 
water bills promptly as the March 
31 deadline approaches.

Emphasizing the importance 
of timely payments, the depart-
ment has cautioned that failure 
to do so could result in legal re-
percussions. Furthermore, the 
department has specifically 
highlighted the necessity for 
consumers to register their wa-
ter connections with the depart-
ment without delay.

“Those with unregistered con-
nections face the prospect of le-
gal actions being taken against 
them,” the Jal Shakti department 

officials told KNS.
This directive underscores the 

department's commitment to 
ensuring compliance with regu-
latory measures and maintaining 
accountability within the water 
management system.

A Jal Shakti Department offi-
cial underscored the urgency of 

measures to reduce non-
revenue water losses, 

emphasizing the de-
partment's dual focus 
on ensuring access to 
potable water under 
the Jal Jeevan Mission 

and implementing sys-
temic improvements.
While acknowledging 

past delays in bill generation and 
distribution, the official assured 
consumers that mechanisms 
were now in place to facilitate the 
clearing of dues through manage-
able monthly installments, there-
by easing financial burdens for 
households and businesses alike.

Additionally, the official reiter-
ated the department's commit-
ment to deploying water meters, 
highlighting their pivotal role 
in promoting responsible water 
consumption and enabling con-
sumers to monitor their daily us-
age closely. KNS

Youth Found Dead in Budgam, 
Family Alleges Murder

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A 23-year-old youth 
was found dead under mysteri-
ous circumstances at Wangwas 
area of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir’s Budgam district on 
Saturday morning.

Quoting an official, news 
agency KNO reported that the 
body of a youth was found by 
family near his house in the wee 
hours of this morning and ac-
cordingly informed the police.

The body has been recovered 

from the spot & identified as 
Shabir Ahmad Jehrah, son of 
Mohd Yousuf Jehra of Gogjipa-
thri Wangwas Chadoora.

In the meantime, family 
members and the villagers al-
leged murder and have request-
ed authorities to thoroughly 
investigate the matter.

An official said that police 
has taken cognizance of the in-
cident and initiated investiga-
tion, adding that the body will 
be handed over to family for 
last rites after postmartem.

LOK SABHA ELECTIONS-2024

Election Training Of Employees 
Conducted At Anantnag

KO NEWS SERVICE

ANANTNAG: Today, a general 
election training of employees 
of District Anantnag was orga-
nized in two shifts at seven dif-
ferent venues.

These venues included Gov-
ernment Degree College for 
Women Anantnag, Dak Bunglow, 
Government Degree College 
Kokernag, Government Degree 
College Bijbehara, Town Hall 
Ashmuqam, Town Hall Achabal 
and Rasool Mir Auditorium Doru.

The training was imparted by 
Election master trainers  head-
ed by Dr Arshad Ahmad Salroo, 

State Level Master Trainer.
The main focus points dur-

ing the training sessions were 
related to poll eve duties and 
poll day responsibilities of Pre-
siding and polling officers. Also, 
an Electronic Voting Machines 
demonstration was done.

Officials were also trained on 
the use of different statutory 
forms and envelopes to be used 
during the elections.

Notably, the election related 
staff of district Anantnag has 
been election trained in ses-
sions prior to this. Further 
training shall be provided as 
per requirement.

Man Held For Raping 
Minor In Doda

Agencies

JAMMU:  A man was arrested 
on Saturday for allegedly ab-
ducting and raping a minor 
here, police said.

The accused -- Abdul Majeed 
-- was absconding since Octo-
ber last year when an FIR was 
lodged against him, police said.

Majeed was booked under 
Sections 363 (abduction) and 
376 (rape) of the Indian Penal 
Code, Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences Act, and 
Prohibition of Child Marriage 
Act, police said.

The incident occurred last 
year when Majeed, a resident 
of the Gandoh area of Doda, al-
legedly eloped and married a 
teenager and then raped her. A 
charge sheet against Majeed was 
filed in December, they said.

He was arrested from Sri-
nagar and brought to Doda 
where he was produced in a 
court, they said.

Dr .Shahid Choudhary Delivers 
Inspirational Talk In UK

19 Buses Blacklisted in Baramulla Due 
to Incomplete Documents

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Secretary to the Gov-
ernment, Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, J&K Dr. Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary delivered an insightful 
talk during the second session of 
J&K Changemakers Breakthrough 
Fellowship which was held here 
on saturday. This fellowship is be-
ing organized by TimeCode Events 
in collaboration with BRIDGE In-
stitute, United Kingdom and Infin-
ity Club, Srinagar. The fellowship 
aims to empower and guide young 
individuals in discovering their 
distinct talents and passions.

In his address, Dr. Shahid empha-
sized the significance of leadership 
and decision-making skills in navi-
gating high-pressure situations, 
both in personal and professional 
realms. "Stepping out of comfort 
zones is imperative for personal 
growth and development," he ad-
vised the participants, urging them 
to seize maximum opportunities.

"We all should encourage ini-
tiatives that expose our youth to 
international trends," Dr. Shahid 
remarked, concluding his motiva-
tional talk.

Sibath Qureshi, Co-founder and 
Director of TimeCode Events, high-
lighted the diverse lineup of sessions 
featuring distinguished government 
officers, academics, and business 
experts. "This program caters to stu-
dents, entrepreneurs, and employ-
ees, offering valuable insights and 
experiences," he remarked.

Expressing gratitude to Dr. Sha-
hid for his invaluable contribu-
tion, Mohammad Asif, Director of 
TimeCode Events, emphasized the 
significance of such sessions in 

nurturing youth potential.
Simon McKenzie, Director of 

BRIDGE Institute, commended 
the talent of J&K's youth, pledging 
continued support to help them 
realize their goals.

“This fellowship is a unique 
opportunity for us to assess our 
strengths and limitations, and work 
towards achieving self-realisation,” 
said Khalid, one of the participants.

The J&K Changemakers Break-
through Fellowship is a compre-
hensive six-month program de-
signed to motivate and mentor 
young individuals, fostering per-
sonal and professional develop-
ment. With 12 knowledge-packed 
sessions, each spanning two hours, 
the program promises an enrich-
ing experience to participants 
across various domains.

BRIDGE Institute, United King-
dom, serves as the knowledge 
partner, with Mission Youth, Gov-
ernment of J&K, and Infinity Club, 
Srinagar, extending their support 
to this youth-oriented initiative.

Established in 2010, TimeCode 
Events has been instrumental in 
introducing youth-centric pro-
grams in J&K, contributing signifi-
cantly to the development of event 
management and multimedia pro-
duction culture in the region.

Agencies

BARAMULLA: Assistant Re-
gional Transport Officer 
(ARTO) Baramulla, Muazzam 
Ali on Saturday issued a stern 
warning to schools across the 
district, cautioning them of 
strict action if they fail to ad-
here to transportation norms. 
He urged school authorities to 
ensure completion of vehicle 
documents within seven days 
to avoid repercussions.

Speaking to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), the ARTO said that an 

enforcement drive blacklisted 
19 school buses belonging to 
Delhi Public School Baram-
ulla for non-compliance with 
transportation regulations. 
Drivers and transport incharg-
es were also sensitised during 
this initiative, he added.

Setting a clear deadline for 
school authorities to finalise 
the necessary documentation, 
Ali warned, "Failure to adhere 
to these directives may lead to 
severe consequences."

He said the enforcement 
drive was initiated following 
directives from higher author-

ities to conduct a comprehen-
sive road safety audit of school 
buses. “It was observed that a 
number of vehicles were op-
erating without the requisite 
documents,” he elaborated.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of road safety as a collec-
tive responsibility, the ARTO 
reiterated the department’s 
commitment to stringent ac-
tion against traffic violators. 
“Such enforcement drives 
would continue in the future, 
and we have a zero-tolerance 
policy towards violations,” he 
said—(KNO)

KPDCL Suspends 15 Employees
Agencies 

SRINAGAR: Kashmir Power Distribution Corpo-
ration Limited (KPDCL) on Saturday put under 
suspension fifteen employees with immediate 
effect Under Rule 33 of J&K Civil Services (Clas-
sification, Control and Appeal) Rules, 1956. 

Among the suspended employees include; Ab-
dul Rahim, Lineman, Sub-division Nishat of Elec-
tric Division-I of KPDCL; Ghulam Hassan Bhat, 
Meter Reader, Sub-division Nishat of Electric Di-
vision-I of KPDCL; Mohammad Akbar, Lineman/
Helper, Sub-division Dalgate of Electric Division-
I of KPDCL; Ghulam Qadir, Section Incharge/
Helper, Sub-division Dalgate of Electric Division-I 
of KPDCL; Fayaz Ahmad Khan, Line Sub-division 
Sopore-I, of Electric Division Sopore of KPDCL; 
Ghulam Ahmad Ganie, Lineman, Sub-division 
Nishat of Electric Division-I of KPDCL; Aijaz Ah-
mad Gojri, Lineman, Sub-division Sheikh Bagh of 
Electric Division-I of KPDCL; Shahnawaz Akhter, 
Meter-reader, Sub-division Budgam of Electric 
Division Budgam of KPDCL; Mohammad Ram-

zan, Lineman, Sub-division Budgam of Electric 
Division Budgam of KPDCL; Mohammad Afzal, 
Section Incharge/M.R, of Sub-division Kangan of 
Electric Division Ganderbal of KPDCL; Giyas-ud-
Din, Lineman, Sub-division Kangan, of Electric 
Division Ganderbal of KPDCL; Lateef Jara, Line-
man, Sub-division Kangan of Electric Division 
Ganderbal of KPDCL; Azad Ahmad Malik, Line-
man, Sub-division Nishat, of Electric Division-I 
of KPDCL; Sunny Bhat, Technician-III, of Sub-
division Dalgate of Electric Division-I of KPDCL; 
Bashir Ahmad Dar and Lineman Sub-division 
Nishat, of Electric Division-I of KPDCL. 

The suspended officers, as per separate orders 
copies available with GNS, shall remain attached 
with the respective Executive Engineer till fur-
ther orders. 

Pertinent to mention here that the fresh sus-
pensions have come days after the J/KPDCL sus-
pended twelve engineers invoking the Rule-33 of 
J&K Civil Services (Classification, Control and Ap-
peal) Rules, 1956.  Notably, the Rule-33 is related 
to 'poor revenue collection'. (GNS)

Tampering With Smart 
Meters: Govt Mulls To Lodge 
FIR Against Consumers

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The government 
has initiated the process of 
registering FIR against 272 con-
sumers across Srinagar for tam-
pering with the smart meters, 
officials said on Saturday.

For the last several months, 
the Kashmir Power Distribution 
Corporation Limited (KPDCL) 
has been taking action against 
illegal hooking and tampering 
of smart meters across Kashmir. 
Several videos were uploaded 
on X by KPDCL wherein it could 
be seen that many consumers 
were found tempering with the 
smart meters.

Now, according to the news 
agency—, the KPDCL has taken 
a step further and has issued 
a list of consumers, who were 
found tampering with the 
smart meters to the adminis-
tration for taking legal action 
against them.

In this regard, a Technical Of-
ficer has issued an official com-
muniqué to the Chief Engineer 
confirming 70 cases of smart 
meter tampering.

“Your immediate attention 
is invited towards the above-
captioned subject and enclosed 
reference received from Central 
Inspection Squad (CIS), KPDCL, 
regarding the tampering of 
smart meters installed, it reads.

As can be seen from the list, 
CIS has confirmed 70 cases of 
smart meter tampering, after 
which they were confiscated 
during inspections, it added.

It further added that “in this 
connection, I have been direct-
ed to inform you to direct the 
concerned SDOs of 11 Subdivi-
sions detailed below to imme-
diately lodge FIR for tampering 
with Smart Meters in the Police 
Stations falling under the juris-

diction of the concerned Subdi-
vision and furnishing of ATR at 
an earliest.”

As per the official commu-
niqué, 3 consumers are from 
Zakura, 21 from Baghat, 9 from 
Chanapora, 16 from Watalkadal, 
3 from Hawal, 2 from Khun-
moh, 9 from Huzuribagh, 3 
from Zainakote, 1 from Karan 
Nagar, 2 from Nawa Kadal and 
1 from Raj Bagh.

In another communiqué, the 
KPDCL has mentioned the list 
framed on the basis of 'me-
ter cover-open' tamper alerts 
received by the HES (Head 
End System) of the concerned 
AMISP.

In the same communiqué, 54 
connections from Watalkadal 
and 148 from Chanapora area 
have been mentioned.

It has now been directed to 
officers to direct the concerned 
SDOs of the following 02 Sub-
divisions to immediately lodge 
FIRS for tampering of Smart Me-
ters in the Police Stations falling 
under the jurisdiction, it read.

Sources said another list 
is being prepared and action 
against them will be initiated 
soon—(KNO)
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Chhetri Set For 150th Int’l Cap; 
To Be Feted By AIFF
Nearly two decades after he made his senior debut 

against Pakistan, Indian talisman Sunil Chhetri is set for 
another milestone as he will appear in his 150th interna-
tional match in the World Cup qualifier against Afghanistan 
in Guwahati on Tuesday. By achieving the feat, Chhetri will 
become the 40th player in the world to play 150 or more 
international matches in the list led by Portuguese super-
star Cristiano Ronaldo (205). He has made 149 appearances 
for the national team, netting a record 93 goals.

Mumbai Association To Top Up 
BCCI's Domestic Per Match Fee

The Mumbai Cricket Association on Saturday announced 
that it will top up BCCI's existing match fee in domestic 

cricket by equal amount for its senior team players from 
the upcoming 2024-25 season.

The BCCI had revised the match-fee structure for First-
Class cricket in 2021 to Rs 40,000 per day for 1-20 matches, 
Rs 50,000 for 21-40 matches and Rs 60,000 for 50 or more 
matches. So a Mumbai player, who gets Rs 2.40 lakh per 
Ranji match will now get Rs 4.80 lakh from next season.

Sri Lanka Leads Bangladesh By 
211 Runs In 1st Test

Opener Dimuth Karunaratne hit a half-century to help 
Sri Lanka tighten its grip on the series-opening Test 

against Bangladesh on Saturday.
Sri Lanka extended its lead to 211 after reaching 119 for 

five at stumps on Day 2.
Pacer Vishwa Fernando claimed 4-48 in helping the visi-

tors take a 92-run lead in the first innings when Bangladesh 
was bowled out for 188 in reply to Sri Lanka's 280 all out.

Russia Cancels Paraguay Friendly 
After Moscow Shooting Attack

Russia have cancelled Monday's friendly international 
against Paraguay in Moscow following Friday's shoot-

ing rampage near the capital city, the Russian Football 
Union (RFU) said on Saturday. At least 115 people were 
killed after gunmen opened fire with automatic weapons 
in a concert hall near Moscow, with Islamic State militant 
group apparently claiming responsibility.

Russia, banned from FIFA and UEFA competitions 
in February 2022 following the country's invasion of 
Ukraine, can only play friendly games and defeated Serbia 
4-0 on Thursday at Moscow's VTB Arena.

Real Kashmir Play Out Goalless Draw With 
Mohammedan SC At Jam-Packed TRC

Focus On Rahul As Lucknow Super 
Giants Face Rajasthan Royals

Punjab Kings Beat 
Delhi Capitals By 4 
Wickets In Chandigarh

Pandya Begins High-Profile MI Stint 
Against Former Team GT

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Real Kashmir’s title 
aspirations were laid to rest after 
they settled for a goalless draw 
against Mohammedan Sport-
ing in a crucial I-League match 
at the TRC Football Turf here on 
Saturday. It was Real Kashmir’s 
fourth draw on the trot.

For table toppers Moham-
medan Sporting, it was another 
step towards winning the title 
though they dropped points 
on Saturday after four back-to-
back wins. They now have 48 
points from 21 matches with 14 
wins, six draws and one defeat.

The draw ended Real Kash-
mir’s chances of winning the 
I-League crown. The Snow 
Leopards are fourth in the table 
with 37 points from 21 matches. 

Despite having three matches 
remaining in their campaign, 
the mathematical impossibil-
ity of surpassing Mohammedan 
Sporting’s points tally means 
that Real Kashmir can no longer 

contend for the top spot.
In what was a crucial match, 

Real Kashmir and Moham-
medan Sporting faced off with 
their respective ambitions at 
stake. Hosts Real Kashmir, who 

had to settle for draws in their 
last three matches, entered the 
game with a sense of urgency. 
The Ishfaq Ahmed-coached side 
was aware that a victory would 
keep their title aspirations alive.

Despite the high stakes, the 
first half was characterised by 
a cautious approach from both 
teams. Neither side was will-
ing to risk conceding space that 
could be exploited by the oppo-
sition. As a result, it led to lim-
ited goal-scoring opportunities.

And the chances that did 
arise were squandered by the 
forwards from both teams. It 
also underscored the intensity 
and pressure of the encounter 
as players like Real Kashmir’s 
Shaher Shaheen and Gnohere 
Krizo and Mohammedan Sport-
ing’s Eddie Hernandez and Ben-

eston Piecton Barretto struggled 
to direct their shots on target 
and break the deadlock in the 
first 45 minutes.

The first significant test for the 
goalkeepers arrived in the 60th 
minute. Real Kashmir’s Krizo 
won the ball in the midfield and 
played a quick pass to Kamal Is-
sah, who released Jeremy Laldin-
puia on the left flank. The agile 
winger advanced with the ball 
before taking a shot at goal.

It marked the first real chal-
lenge for Mohammedan Sport-
ing’s goalkeeper, Padam Chettri, 
in the match. And he passed 
with flying colours as he fisted 
away the ball. The ensuing re-
bound fell to Issah, who had an 
opportunity to convert but un-
fortunately couldn’t guide his 
header on target. (IANS)

Max Verstappen On 
Pole At Australian 
Grand Prix

Agencies

Red Bull's Formula One world champi-
on Max Verstappen took pole position 

for the Australian Grand Prix on Saturday 
with Carlos Sainz qualifying alongside on 
the front row for Ferrari two weeks after 
undergoing surgery for appendicitis.

Verstappen lapped in one minute, 
15.915 seconds on a glorious afternoon at 
Albert Park, 0.27 seconds ahead of Sainz, 
to claim his third pole for the season and 
fourth in succession. 

Press Trust of India

JAIPUR: The focus will be on 
KL Rahul’s form and fitness 
when he returns from a quad-
riceps injury to lead the Luc-
know Super Giants in their IPL 
opener against Rajasthan Roy-
als here on Sunday.

Rahul missed the last four 
Tests against England due to 
pain in his right quadriceps. 
He was out for four months 
last year after undergoing a 
thigh surgery.

LSG captain will look to hit 
top gear not only as a batter 
but also as a leader, especially 
after guiding the team to suc-
cessive playoffs in the first 
two seasons.

Rahul is likely to play pure-
ly as a batter, at least in the 
initial phase of IPL, but the 

additional burden of keep-
ing strengthen his chances of 
making the T20 World Cup 
squad.

His opposite number on 
Sunday, Sanju Samson, is also 
a candidate for the wicket-
keepers’ role in the India 
squad for the ICC event and 
he too will be keen to find his 
rhythm right from the start.

RR had come tantalisingly 
close to clinching a second title 
before Gujarat Titans broke 
their heart in the final in 2022. 
They looked good in the initial 
stages even last season but 
slipped to fifth place in the end.

Both the teams will have 
some tough calls to make as 
they figure out their best XI.

RR have a solid batting line-
up, boosting of the likes of 
in-form Yashasvi Jaiswal, Jos 
Buttler, besides skipper San-
som. They also have a finisher 
in Dhruv Jurel, who made an 
impressive India debut in the 
recent five-match Test series 
against England.

LSG, on the other hand, 
would depend on Quinton de 
Kock, Marcus Stonis and Nicho-
las Pooran to do bulk of the scor-
ing apart from skipper Rahul.

Press Trust of India

CHANDIGARH: It was not the 
comeback Rishabh Pant had 
wished for as English all-round-
er Sam Curran’s counterattack-
ing half-century powered Pun-
jab Kings to a four-wicket win 
over Delhi Capitals in their Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) opener 
here on Saturday.

Curran blazed away to a 47-
ball 63 and got excellent support 
from compatriot Liam Living-
stone (38 not out off 21 balls), as 
Punjab completed a chase of 175 
with four balls to spare.

This was after the returning 
Pant failed to set the stage on fire 
as Punjab Kings rallied to stop 
Delhi Capitals at 174 for nine.

Batting at number nine, Ab-
hishek Porel top-scored for DC 
with an unbeaten 32 off only 10 
balls, helping the side to a total 
that did not pose any problem 
for Punjab on a pitch with no 
demons.

Punjab Kings began their 
chase in earnest and raced to 
34 in three overs when Shikhar 
Dhawan (22 off 16 balls) charged 
down the wicket only to miss 
and see his middle stump get-
ting disturbed by Ishant Sharma.

Impact Sub Prabhsimran 
walked in at number three and 
Ishant squared him up with one 

that hit the perfect length and 
left the batter in two minds. 
Prabhsimran’s riposte was a 
boundary through mid-off as the 
batter showed aggressive intent.

Having struck two fours in 
three balls, Jonny Bairstow was 
run out in an unfortunate fash-
ion as Ishant managed to get his 
fingertips to a Prabhsimran drive 
before the ball went on to hit the 
stumps at the non-striker’s end.

Bairstow dived, but had 
backed up too far and couldn’t 
win the race against the ball.

Prabhsimran (27 off 17 balls) 
struck Khaleel Ahmed for two 
successive fours to relieve the 
pressure but, after having stead-
ied the ship, the batter fell to in-
form wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav 
who snared him with a googly.

Kuldeep also accounted for 
Jitesh Sharma to leave Punjab in 
a spot of bother at 100 for four in 
the 12th over.

Earlier, Punjab were put un-
der pressure straightaway by the 
flamboyant Australian opening 
duo of David Warner (29 off 21 
balls) and Mitchell Marsh (20 off 
12 balls), who were dealing in 
fours and sixes.

Harshal Patel (2/47) got the 
big wicket of Warner in his first 
over as comeback-man Pant (18 
off 13 balls) arrived at the crease 
to loud applause from the stands.

Press Trust of India

AHMEDABAD: Hardik Pan-
dya will aim to build on the 
rich legacy of his predeces-
sor Rohit Sharma when he 
begins his Mumbai Indi-
ans captaincy stint with a 
match against Gujarat Ti-
tans, a team that the star all-
rounder himself marshalled 
over last two seasons, in the 
IPL here on Sunday. Such 
are the professional ways 
of IPL that Pandya, having 
led Titans to the title and 
runners-up finish in the 
previous two seasons, has 
gone to back to the Mumbai 
Indians where he made a 
name for himself.

The tournament also 
marks Pandya's comeback 
from a 'freak' ankle injury 
he picked up in the middle 
of the ODI World Cup in 
October. The form of the 
injury-prone all-rounder 
with both bat and ball will 
be closely tracked in the 
tournament that precedes 
the T20 World Cup in the 
USA and Caribbean. With 
Pandya moving on to the 
other side, Titans will be 

led by Shubman Gill, who 
assumes the responsibility 
with very little captaincy 
experience. Mumbai have 
been grappling with fit-
ness issues to their key 
players including star bat-
ter Suryakumar Yadav, who 
is yet to get fitness clear-
ance from NCA. Left-arm 
pacers Jason Behrendorff 
and Dilshan Madushanka 
are already ruled out of 
the IPL while new recruit 
Gerald Coetzee, nursing a 
groin injury, might not be 
available for the first few 
games.

Having led Mumbai to as 
many as five IPL titles, India 
skipper Rohit will be turn-

ing up as a player this sea-
son and would be expected 
to hit top form ahead of the 
ICC event in June. Another 
player whose performance 
will be scrutinised is Ishan 
Kishan, who will have a 
point to prove after losing 
his BCCI central contract 
for defying the Board's dik-
tat on domestic cricket.

The southpaw, who 
missed the entire Test se-
ries against England, pre-
ferred to train on his own 
for the IPL and did not turn 
for his state side Jharkhand 
in the Ranji Trophy. The 
fight for the wicket-keeper 
batter's slot in the World 
Cup squad will be intense 

and Kishan needs to be at 
the top of his game over 
the next two months.

Besides Pandya, Mo-
hammad Nabi and Roma-
rio Shepherd are the other 
quality all-round options 
Mumbai possess. Domestic 
players like Akash Madhw-
al and Nehal Wadhera will 
be looking to build on their 
performances of the previ-
ous season.

On the Titans' front, Gill 
has been tasked to ensure 
that the team maintains 
the remarkable consisten-
cy it showed in its first two 
seasons. Gill could be one 
of the future leaders for In-
dia but for that to happen, 
he must prove himself on 
the IPL stage.

He was the leading run-
getter last season and the 
franchise would be hoping 
that captaincy doesn't im-
pact his batting in anyway.

Titans are bound to miss 
the services of Mohammed 
Shami, who recently un-
derwent a surgery to repair 
Achillies tendon and will 
be back only in the second 
half of the year.


