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Projects Of 20,000 Cr To Be 
Inaugurated In Next 4 months: LG
Says Modi Led Govt Committed To Address Historical Inequities In J&K

OBCs In J&K Granted 
Justice For First Time: LG
Says Backward Welfare Department To 
Be Established Like Other States

LG Reviews Construction Of KP 
Transit Accommodation

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Thursday reviewed on-
going construction work of the transit accommodation for 
Kashmiri Pandit employees, recruited under PM package, at 

Zewan here. The LG, who visited the construction site, directed 
the officials to complete 10 blocks comprising 240 residential 
units by March 20, an official spokesman said. Sinha directed the 
officials for installation of CCTV cameras, and | More on P6

7 New Industrial 
Estates To 
Come Up In J&K
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration has 
approved the setting up of 
seven new industrial estates 
at a cost of Rs 304.51 crore, an 
official spokesperson said on 
Thursday.

The estimated investment in 
these industrial estates, spread 
over 5,290 kanal across six 
districts, is Rs 8,700.16 crore 
with employment potential of 
28,376 people, the spokesper-
son said.

He said the administrative 
approval for the development 
of seven new industrial estates 
was accorded by the adminis-
trative council that met here 
under the chairmanship of Lt 
Governor Manoj Sinha.

The seven new indus-
trial estates will be devel-
oped at Sempora Medicity 
and Khunmoh-Panthachowk 
in Srinagar, Banderpora in 
Budgam, Bhagthali in Kathua, 
Karandi in Samba, Trenz in 
Shopian, and Hariparigam Tral 
in Pulwama.

The new industrial estate at 
Sempora on 517 kanal of state 
land shall be developed by 
IRCON at an estimated cost of 
Rs 22.60 crore, and the project 
will attract an investment of Rs 
1,825.45 crore, having an em-
ployment generation potential 
of around 11,643.

The industrial estate at 
Khunmoh, Pantha Chowk, on 
600 kanal of land shall be de-
veloped at an estimated cost 
of Rs 45.36 crore by IRCON, he 
said, adding | More on P6

Avalanche Hits Gulmarg Ski Resort

Rain, Snow 
Likely In J&K 
From Feb 
27-29: MeT

Work Of God And Work Of Nation Going On At Fast Pace: PM

Govt Focusing 
On Improving 
Lives Of Small 
Farmers: PM

2,200 Cr Kiru Hydropower Corruption Case

CBI Raids Ex-J&K Guv 
Satya Pal Malik's Delhi House

Govt To 
Establish 2000 
Start-ups In 
3 Yrs: Govt
Approves Start-up 
Policy 2024-27 For J&K

Observer News Service

Jammu: Administrative 
Council (AC) which met here 
under the chairmanship of 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj  
Sinha, approved  J&K  start-up 
policy  2024-27  in superses-
sion to  the Start-up Policy 
notified in the year 2018.  The 
policy has the objective of  
setting up 2000 new Start-
ups in Jammu & Kashmir in 
the next 5 years.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Advisor to the Lieutenant 
Governor; Atal Dulloo, Chief 
Secretary; Mandeep Kumar 
Bhandari, Principal Secretary 
to Lieutenant Governor at-
tended the meeting.

The Government of Jammu 
& Kashmir will set up a 
Venture Capital Fund of Rs. 
250 Crores and will infuse a 
maximum of Rs. 25 Crores as 
an initial fund to this venture 
capital fund.

The venture capital fund so 
created shall invest primar-
ily in recognized start-ups 
of Jammu & Kashmir. The 
Department shall work out 
detailed modalities for cre-
ation of venture fund and its 
usage in consultation with 
the Finance Department.

The department may also 
work out a mechanism to fa-
cilitate  allotment of  land to 
start-ups having good poten-
tial for growth. | More on P6

Saffron Revival In Kashmir

NSM Scheme Rejuvenates 
Over 2,500 HA In 13 Yrs

Power Failure In HC's Srinagar Wing

HC Gives ‘Quietus’ To Issue 
After Meeting Offcials

Drone Dropped 
IED Recovered 
Near IB

Agencies

Jammu: An Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED) was re-
covered by the Border Security 
Force after the troops fired at 
a drone near the International 
Border (IB) in Kathua district 
on Thursday, officials said on 
Thursday.

An official said that alert 
troops observed drone move-
ment in Manihari village and 
engaged the drone by fire. He 
said that subsequently the area 
was searched and recovery 
of IED dropped by the drone 
was made. “Troops are on high 
alert and further details will be 
shared accordingly,” he said.

INFRASTRUCTURE 
WILL GIVE A 

BOOST TO the tourism 
sector and lure more 
tourists to J&K.” 

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Governor Manoj 
Sinha met the delegation 
of Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) at Raj Bhawan 
Srinagar on Thursday.

The members of the com-
munity expressed their pro-
found gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
reservations in Panchayats 
and Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) of J&K.

“For the first time since 
India's Independence, justice 
has been delivered to OBCs 
in J&K. We are also plan-
ning to establish a Backward 
Welfare Department like 
other states in the country,” 
the LG said.

He said the Act passed 
by the Parliament will 
be implemented in letter 
and spirit. Rules are being 
framed and will be pub-
lished soon, he added.

The LG reiterated the 
commitment of the UT 

Administration towards the 
empowerment of OBCs to 
realize the vision of Viksit 
Jammu Kashmir.

"Today, the UT of Jammu 
Kashmir is witnessing a 
transformative change in the 
society. It is a new beginning 
for the deprived sections of 
the society," the LG said.

Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi ji, accelerated devel-
opment, better infrastruc-
ture and facilities have 
boosted the local economy, 
and established peace 
and harmony in Jammu 
Kashmir, he added.

Mohammad Iqbal 
Ahangar, Chairman, Jammu 
Kashmir Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs) Welfare 
Association, expressed grat-
itude to the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Home 
Minister Amit Shah and 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha for socio-economic 
and | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha Thursday said that the 
administration led by him is 
committed to welfare of the 
downtrodden and neglected 
as the Centre granted reser-
vation to Pahari community 
without touching the Gujjars 
and Bakerwals“Today, a del-
egation of the Pahari commu-
nity came to meet me to ex-
press their gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendera Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah. J&K 
administration and the Centre 
is committed to provide due 
recognition to the communities 
including downtrodden sec-
tions who faced injustice in the 
past seven decades,” the LG said 
while meeting 160-member 
Pahari community delegation at 
Rajbhavan Srinagar.

The delegation thanked LG 
Sinha, PM Modi and HM Amit 
Shah for including the Paharis, 
Padari, Koli, Gadda and Brahmin 
communities in | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The CBI conducted 
searches at the premises of former 
Jammu and Kashmir governor 
Satya Pal Malik and 29 other loca-
tions on Thursday in connection 
with alleged corruption in the 
Rs 2,200-crore Kiru Hydropower 
project, officials said.

The federal agency started its 
operation in the morning, with 
around 100 officers mobilised to 
swoop down at the 30 locations 
in multiple cities of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan, 
besides Delhi and Mumbai, the 
officials said.

Premises linked to Malik at 
R K Puram, Dwarka and Asian 
Games Village in Delhi, besides 
those in Gurugram and Baghpat, 
were searched, they added.

The searches also covered the 
premises of alleged associates of 
Malik, former chairman of the 
Chenab Valley Power Projects Private 
Limited Navin Kumar Chaudhary 
and officials of Patel Engineering 
Limited, the officials said.

“I have been ill for the last 3-4 
days and am admitted to the 
hospital. Despite this, my house 
is being raided by the dictator 

through government agencies. 
My driver and my assistant are 
also being raided and harassed 
unnecessarily. I am a farmer’s 
son, I will not be afraid of these 
raids. I am with the farmers,” 
Malik said in a post on X.

The case pertains to alleged 
corruption in awarding a civil-
work contract related to the Kiru 
Hydro Electric Power Project 
(HEP) worth Rs 2,200 crore, the 
officials said.

Malik, who was the governor 
of Jammu and Kashmir from 
August 23, 2018 to October 30, 
2019, had claimed that he was 
offered a Rs 300-crore bribe for 
clearing two files, including the 
one pertaining to the project.

“The case was | More on P6

Russian Skier 
Dead, 7 Rescued
Press Trust Of India

Gulmarg: A Russian skier died 
while seven others, including 
a local guide, were rescued as 
an avalanche struck the ski 
slopes of Gulmarg in Jammu 
and Kashmir on Thursday, of-
ficials said.

The avalanche struck the 
Khilan Marg on Afarwat Peak 
near the Army Ridge at around 2 
pm, trapping several skiers un-
der its debris, the officials said.

According to police, the 
group of seven Russians and 
a local guide ventured into a 
non-ski zone in the Army Ridge 
area, which is avalanche prone.

"There was an avalanche 
warning but they still ven-
tured into that zone and un-
fortunately one skier died," 
Gulmarg police station SHO 
Haroon Kar said.

As the news of the avalanche 

broke, a joint effort was initi-
ated by the Gulmarg Ski Patrol 
of the Tourism Department, 
police and the Army to rescue 
the trapped skiers.

The deceased was identified 
as Hanten from Moscow in 
Russia and his body has been 
taken to the Tangmarg sub-
district hospital for post-mor-
tem, the police officer said.

The rescued persons were 
treated at a local hospital and 
one foreigner was being shifted 

to Srinagar for special treatment.
A government spokesper-

son said the ongoing 4th Khelo 
India Winter Games remain 
unaffected by the incident.

Jammu and Kashmir Sports 
Council secretary Nuzhat Gull 
said all athletes participating 
in the ongoing 4th Khelo India 
Winter Games in Gulmarg 
were safe.

"All Khelo India athletes are 
safe after the avalanche hit 
Khilanmarg | More on P6

The weatherman has forecast mainly dry weather in J&K till February 26.
"No Significant weather activity till 26th Feb," the Meteorological 
department said, adding that from February 27-29, there is possibility 

of light to moderate rain/snow at scattered to fairly widespread places. 
Meanwhile, night temperature recorded a fall in Jammu and Kashmir with 
famous ski resort Gulmarg recording minus 10.4°C and Pahalgam | More on P6

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: The government 
has achieved significant mile-
stones regarding saffron pro-
duction in Jammu and Kashmir 
and efforts are on to revive the 
sector economically.

According to the progress re-
port on the “National Mission 
on Saffron” (NSM) scheme that 
was launched by Ministry of 
Agriculture and Cooperation, 
Government of India during the 
year 2010-11, over 2598.75 hect-
ares of saffron land stands reju-
venated as on date out of 3715 
hectares under the mission.

Notably, there have been re-
ports of significant decline in 
saffron production in the val-
ley from the last ten years.

The decline has been mainly 
attributed to climate changes, 
drought, market challenges, 
orthodox cultivation methods 
coupled with various biotic 
and abiotic stresses and poor 
plant stand.

Keeping in view of the seri-
ous threat to the spice and to 
give a boost to Saffron produc-
tion and to mitigate the suffer-
ings of the saffron growers, the 
central government decided to 

uplift the sector and announced 
Rs 400 crore under the NSM.

According to the agriculture 
department of the union terri-
tory, which is the nodal agency 
to implement the scheme, over 
257.2819 Crore have been spent 
till 2021 out of 400.11 Crore.

Out of which Govt. of India’s  
share is 315.99 Crore while 
farmers share is 84.12 Crore.

The project partners for the 
implementation of the National 
Saffron Mission (NSM) are: 
Directorate of Agriculture, 
Kashmir; Directorate of 
Agriculture, Jammu; Sher-
e-Kashmir University of 
Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology; Central Institute 
of Temperate Horticulture 
Srinagar (CITH); | More on P6

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday said his government was focusing on improving the lives of small 
farmers through various schemes and initiatives, comments coming in the backdrop of protests by Punjab and 
Haryana cultivators in support of their demands, including a legal guarantee of MSP for crops and a farm loan 

waiver. During his day-long visit to Gujarat which was packed with multiple programmes, Modi travelled to Ahmedabad, 
Navsari, Mehsana and Surat and attended several events, including golden jubilee celebrations of Gujarat Cooperative 
Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), which markets daily products under the Amul brand, and | More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Mehsana: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday tar-
geted the opposition Congress, 
saying it continues to live in 
negativity and is not ready to 
leave the path of hatred even 
when the grand Ram temple has 
been built in Ayodhya.

The PM was addressing the 
public after inaugurating the 
Valinath Mahadev temple in 
Gujarat's Mehsana district. He also 
inaugurated and laid the founda-
tion stones of various projects 
costing more than Rs 8,350 crore.

Modi said for a long time in 
independent India, the Congress 
created a conflict and enmity "be-
tween development and heritage."

"If anyone is to be blamed 
for this, it is the same Congress 
which ruled the country for de-
cades. These are the same peo-
ple who made even a holy place 

like Somnath (temple) a cause of 
controversy," he said.

The Congress did not even 
show the desire to hoist a re-
ligious flag at the Pavagadh 

temple in Gujarat's Panchmahal 
district, and for decades linked 
the Sun temple at Modhera with 
vote bank politics, he said.

"These are the same people 
who raised questions at the ex-
istence of Lord Ram and created 
hurdles in the construction of 
his temple," Modi said.

"And today, when a grand 
temple has been constructed at 
(Lord Ram's) birthplace, when 
the entire country is happy with 
it, the people who live in nega-
tivity are not leaving the path of 
hatred," he said.

Modi also targeted the 
Congress over the Air Force 
Station runway at Deesa (in 
Gujarat's Banaskantha district), 
which he said | More on P6

M Ahmad  

Srinagar: After assurance 
by the authorities, the High 
Court of J&K and Ladakh has 
given the issue related to 
power and heating system 
failure in its Srinagar 
wing on February 
19 a “quietus”.  

“The issue 
raised by the 
previous order 
dated February 
19 stands closed,” a 
bench of Justice Atul 
Sreedharan and Justice 
Moksha Khajuria Kazmi said.

The order followed 
a meeting of the Chief 
Engineer of the PW(R&B) 
Department, Sajad Ahmad 
Naqeeb with the court. “In 
the course of meeting, it was 
revealed that the reason why 

there was a total black-out 
in the High Court premises 
was on account of the abrupt 
break-down of 250 KVA gen-
erator due to overloading 
as the other generator 320 

KVA was still undergoing 
maintenance for al-

most two months,” 
reads an order 
by the Bench. 
“We express our 
concern that the 
period of mainte-

nance was exces-
sively long and that 

responsibility must be 
affixed within the organiza-
tion as to why a vital equip-
ment that was necessary to 
supply power to the High 
Court during the power-cut 
was under maintenance for 
two long months,” the court 
said, adding,  | More on P6
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Srinagar | Friday | 23-02-20242
Bhat Family Berieved

Sad Demise/Rasm E Chaharum

Inna lillahi wa Inna Ilahir raajioon.
This is to inform  that my beloved uncle Abdul 
Rashid Bhat
S/O Late Ali Mohammad Bhat
R/O Sector B Alfarooq Colony Jawahar Nagar Raj 
Bagh Srinagar breathed his last on  21 Feb 2024 at 
Gandhi Nagar Hospital Jammu. May Allah forgive 
his shortcomings and grant him Jannatul-Firdaus. 
The Condolences will be observed  for 3 days only 
& the (Congregational prayers)Fateh kahwani will 
be observed at his ancestral graveyard at Ikhraj Pora Jawahar Nagar on 23 
Feb 2024 at 2:30 pm 

Every one is requested to Recite surah Fatiha for the departed soul.
Bereaved Bhat Family

Adil Bhat 
7006051400  

inf

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I have lost my 9th pass certificate somewhere.  Now I have applied for the 
duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard he/she 
may file his/her objection in the office of the Govt  HS School Palhallan 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained.  
Showkat Ahmad Khuru 
S/o Lal Mohammad Khuru  FKO
R/o Ghatgopalan  

PUBLIC NOTICE 

I have changed my name from Mahjabeena Nazir to Mahja-
beena Quadir. in future I will be know as Mahjabeena Quadir. If 
anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may  file his/
her objection in the office of the Regioinal  Passport Office Sri-
nagar within a period of seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Mahjabeena Quadir fko

In The Court Of City Judge  Srinagar
Present-  Mr. Sajad Ur Rehman

In Case of:
Syed Mohammad Amin Andrabi 

VS
Syed Mohammad Asharaf Andrabi.

Complaint under Section 138 of Negotiable instrument Act 

Proclamation for appearance of Accused in terms of Section 87 Cr.P.C
Whereas, complaint titled above has been presented and is pending dis-
posal before me wherein it is stated that accused namely Arif Sultan Peer 
S/O Peer Gliulum Nabi R/O Wundhuma Ganderbal Kashmir is alleged to 
have committed an offence punishable u/s 138 of Negotiable instrument 
Act against the complainant named above. Further, the accused has 
appeared never before this court since the inception of this complaint. 
And whereas, it has been shown to my satisfaction that the accused has 
absconded and is avoiding the process issued by this court intentionally.
Henceforth, this Proclamation is hereby made against the accused 
named above and you are as such required to appear before this Court at 
Srinagar before me to answer the said complaint against you by or before 
20/03/2024.
Issued today on 10/02/2024.
Srinagar

City Judge 
nj Judicial Majistrate 1st class Srinagar

In The Court Of Executive Magistrate 
1st Class Kaprin

Subject: Application of  Farooq Ahmad Bhat S/o Bashir Ah. 
Bhat R/o Renipora Khasipora  tehsil and  District Shoplan for 
registration of event of  Birth ( delayed entry) of hsi Daughter     
namely  Shabanm Ara

PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC
Whereas the applicant named above has filed present applica-
tion for Issuance of birth certificate of his Daughter  _ with 
date of birth as 10-05-1992
As such notice is issued in the name of general public that in 
case anybody has any objections regarding the entry of birth 
record of applicant's  daughter with  the office of Registrar 
(Births & Deaths)/Block Development Officer KAPRAN  then 
he/she/they can file objections to same in this court within 07 
days from the date of publication of this notice, failing which 
application shall be decided in accordance with the mandate 
of law.
Issued under seal and signature of this court today on 18-01-
2024 

Executive Magistrate 
FKO 1st Class Kaprin

Shamima

1. Gh Hassan Sheikh  2. Ajaz Ahmad Sheikh 
R/O Umarabad HMT

Rs 1,04,908.00  

J&K Bank B/U Lal Bazar Sgr

1,04,908.00  

24-02-2024

 M/s Moon Light Boutique 

M/S Moon Light Boutique Cum Readymade Garments   Prof  Sabaya 
Masoom W/O Javaid Ahmad Mukhdoomi R/O Umer Colony  B Lal Bazar Sgr

Rs 45,387.25

J&K Bank B/U Batshah Mohallah Srinagar

45,387.25

24-02-2024

 Huzaif Shabir shah

1. Mohammad Rafiq Shah S/O Gh Mohd Shah R/O 332. Khushipora  Parimpora Sgr
2. Mohd  Sultan Teli S/O Abdul Khaliq Teli R/O Syed Mohalla   Ziyarat Batmaloo Sgr

Rs 8,01,017

J&K Bank B/U New Secretariat Road Sgr

8,01,017

24-02-2024

  M/S Angle Global Connectors

M/s Angel Global Connectors. Soura Sgr Prop Shajar Ul Manzoor D/o  
Manzoor Ahmad R/o Firdous Colony Buchpora Sgr

5,46.815.93

J&K Bank B/U Sourasgr

5,46.815.93

24-02-2024

nj

nj

M/s M.G Handicrafts

M/S M.G Handicrafts at Munwarabad Khyam Road Murtaza  Ameen 
Dar S/o Azam Ameen Dar R/o Munwarabad Khyam Road Sgr

Rs 1,70,049.50

J&K Bank B/U Batshah Mohallah Lal Bagh Sgr

1,70,049.50

24-02-2024

nj

njnj

 Rafiq Ahmad Bhat

1. Rafiq Ahamd Bhat S/o Ab Ahad Bhat R/o Shaheed Gunj Sgr
2. Reyaz Ahmad Sheikh S/o Mohd  Ramzan  Sheikh R/o Wazabagh Hyderpora Sgr

Rs 10,32,048.00

J&K Bank B/U Zakura Sgr

10,32,048.00

24-11-2024

nj

 Mrs Nusrat

Mrs Nusrat  W/o Abdul Qayoom Khan  Abdul Qayoom Khan  
R/o Shahi Mohalla  Owanta Bhawan Sgr

 163569.02

J&K Bank B/U Soura Sgr

 163569.02

24-02-2024

nj

fko

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Subject: Application of Irfan Ahmad Lone S/o Fayaz Ahmad 
Lone R/o Chinkpora Sopore for issuance of DOB Certificate of 
his son namely Mohammad Azan Lone born on 29-05-2021

NOTICE
 General Public is hereby informed through this notice that the 
undersigned office has received the above  mentioned applica-
tion for issuance of DOB . If any person(s) has any objection(s) 
he/she can visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days from 
the date of publication of this  notice. After that no objection 
will be considered.

fko

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Subject: Application of Ghulam Jeelani Wani S/o Mohd Abdul-
lah Wani R/o Malpora Pattan  for issuance of DOB Certificate of  
Zuhaan Jeelani Wani born on 01-03-2018 

NOTICE

 General Public is hereby informed through this notice that the 
undersigned office has received the above  mentioned applica-
tion for issuance of DOB . If any person(s) has any objection(s) 
he/she can visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days from 
the date of publication of this  notice. After that no objection 
will be considered.

fko

Government of Jammu & Kashmir.

Office Of The Executive Engineer (R&B) Division-Srinagar-Core
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

SINGLE COVER SYSTEM (BELOW Rs. 2.50 Crores)
NIT No:- 52 of R&B /Sgr-Core/2023-24 Dated:- 21/02/2024 (E-tendering)

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT J&K, e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K UT Govt., CPWD, Railways 
and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

S.  
No

Name of Work Adv. Cost 
(in lacs, incl 
GST)

Cost of T/
Doc.  (in  
Rupees)

Earnest 
Money (In 
Rupees)

Time of 
comple-
tion

Project  
Authority

Ref to 
Auth/A.A

Ref. to T.S Class of 
Contractor

1. Upgradation / Development 
of Ziyarat Syed Ali (R.A), Syed 
Wali (R.A) at Reyazath-Tangh 
Khanyar B. W. O Boundary wall 
and lawn.

34.37 1100/- 68,740/- 60 days Directorate 
of Tourism 
Kashmir

11-  DTK/
PLN OF 2024 
DATED: 17-
02-2024

EE/Core/T 
S/41 of 2023-
24 Dated: 
21-02-2024

"AAY"  
"BEE"

2 Replacement of broken window 
panes at Govt. Psychiatry Disease 
Hospital Srinagar.

2.97 200/- 5940/- 25 Days Principal /
Dean GMC 
Sgr.

50-MCS of 
2024 Dated: 
20/01/2024

EE/Core/T 
S/40 of 2023  
Dated: 2102-
2024

"DEE"

Major Head of Account = S.No.1: Capex Budget- Dev. Of Infrastructure at religious tourist destinations/Sufi Circuit.
S.No.2: HDF Position of funds = Available.

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 21/02/2024
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 21/02/2024; 06.00 P.M TO 28/02/2024; 6.00 P.M
3 Bid submission Start Date 21/02/2024 from 06.00 P.M
4 Bid Submission End Date 28/02/2024 upto 6.00 P.M
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 29/02/2024 at 11.00 AM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division 

Srinagar-CORE , Safa Kadal Srinagar

1. All Bidders have to quote the rates in BOQ Inclusive of GST.  
2. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per above schedule:
Note:- The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploaded softcopy any short fall found in the soft copy the tender shall be rejected.
2.1 Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division 
Srinagar-CORE , Safa Kadal Srinagar
(The Date of Treasury Challan must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date, also mentioning the NIT No/S.No. / Name Of The Work).
2.2 The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour Executive Engineer 
(R&B) Division Srinagar-Core (as the case may be) within 15 days after the date of receipt of letter of acceptance and shall be released after successful completion of DLP. 
The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond DLP.
3. Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified.
4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids. 
5. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-
a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period issue of letter of intent.
c) In case contractor fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

No: EE/Sgr-core/5822-30 
DIPK-16819/23   Dated: 22-02-2024 Sd/- Executive Engineer 

(R&B) Srinagar Core

SAD DEMISE 

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the 
sad demise of  Ghulam mohammad lubroo 
S/o mohammad subhan lubroo R/o konkhan. 
dalgate, srinagar who passed away on  
20.02.204 his fateh kahawani will be observed 
on 23-02-2024 . 

Bereaved family 
x
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5 : 43

ZUHR 12:45

ASR 4: 42

Magrib 6:24
ISHA 7: 44

•	 1455- Johannes Gutenberg prints his first Bible 
(estimated date) [1] 1540- Francisco Vázquez 
de Coronado's expedition sets off from Mexico in 
search of the 7 cities of Cibola 1574- France begins 
5th "holy war" against Huguenots 1660- Charles XI 
becomes king of Sweden 1689- Dutch prince William 
III proclaimed King of England 1782- Engineer 
James Watt's patent for a rotary motion for the 
steam engine (his sun-and-planet gear) is granted 
1846- Polish revolutionaries march on Kraków, but 
are defeated 1847- Battle of Buena Vista, Mexico; 
Zachary Taylor leads mostly volunteer troops 
against larger Mexican Army force; Mexico retreats, 
both sides claim victory 1854- Great Britain & Orange 
Free state sign Convention of Bloemfontein 1861- 
Dutch Prime Minister Floris van Hall resigns 1870- 
Mississippi is readmitted to US after the Civil War 
1874- Major Walter Clopton Winfield patents a game 
called "sphairistike" (lawn tennis)

•	 1883 - American Anti-Vivisection Society organized 
(Philadelphia)

•	 1886 - Aluminum manufacturing process developed
•	 1886 - “The Times” of London publishes world’s 1st 

classified ad
•	 1903 - The US and Cuba sign an agreement by which 

Cuba releases Guantanamo and Bahia Hondo to the 
US for naval stations.

•	 1903 - The Sultan agrees to an Austro-Russian 
plan to reform the government of Macedonia in yet 
another effort to stifle the rising disorder among the 
rival Bulgarian.

•	 1904 - United States acquires control of the Panama 
Canal Zone for $10 million.

•	 1904 Having occupied Korea, Japan signs a treaty 
with Korea under which it becomes a Japanese 
protectorate in return for Japanese protection from 
other powers

•	 1919 - Fascist Party forms in Italy by Benito Mussolini
•	 1940 - Russian troops conquer Lasi Island
•	 1943 - German troops pull back through Kasserine-

pass Tunisia
•	 1944 - Forced deportation of the Chechen and Ingush 

people to Central Asia.
•	 1954 - 1st mass inoculation against polio with Salk 

vaccine (Pittsburgh)
•	 1958 - USSR performs nuclear test at Novaya Zemlya 

USSR.
•	 1967 - US troops begin largest offensive of Vietnam 

War.
•	 1983 - The United States Environmental Protection 

Agency announces its intent to buy out and 
evacuate the dioxin-contaminated community of 
Times Beach, Missouri.

•	 1987 - Supernova 1987A in LMC 1st seen; 1st naked-
eye supernova since 1604.

•	 1991 - US insists Iraq publicly announce it is leaving 
Kuwait by 12 PM EST.

•	 1997 - Scientists in Scotland announce they have 
cloned an adult mammal, producing a lamb named 
“Dolly”

•	 1998 - Osama bin Laden publishes a fatwa declaring 
jihad against all Jews and Crusaders.

•	 2007 - Japan launches its fourth spy satellite, 
stepping up its ability to monitor potential threats 
such as North Korea.

•	 2012 - A series of bomb attacks across 12 Iraqi cities 
kills 60 and injures 200.

•	 2013 - 51 people are killed and 62 are injured in 
conflict between rival tribes in Darfur, Sudan.

•	  2014- Canada wins the Olympic ice hockey double 
with a 3-0 victory over Sweden in the men's gold 
medal game in Sochi; first team to finish the 
tournament undefeated since 1984 2014- Russia 
sweeps the medals in the men's 50k cross country 
skiing at the Sochi Winter Olympics; Alexander 
Legkov wins gold ahead of teammates Maxim 
Vylegzhanin and Ilia Chernousov 2018- Dutch speed 
skater Kjeld Nuis wins his second gold medal of the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics in the 1,000m; also 
1,500m champion 2018- Russian figure skater Alina 
Zagitova wins the women's singles gold medal at 
the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics; earlier sets a 
new ISU best short program score of 82.92 2018- 
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Govt Constitutes HEMC 
For Equipment Audit, 
Preventive Maintenance
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Health and 
Medical Education (H&ME) 
department has ordered 
the constitution of Hospital 
Equipment Management 
Committee (HEMC) for 
equipment audit and preven-
tive maintenance at CHCs 
and District Hospitals.

As per an order, the 
committee comprises Facil-
ity In-charge, senior most 
consultant, Dy.MS or Medi-
cal Officer, stores or senior 
most MO, head pharmacist 
or in-charge storekeeper and 
Head/ Sup./ Sr. Lab Techni-
cian and Head/ Sup./ Sr. Ra-
diographer Head/Sup. /Sr. 
Pharmacist/ Lab-technician/ 
Radiographer (Paramedical 
staff) as per the availability 
at the CHC and DH.

The committee has been 
asked to adhere to the guide-
lines that receive proposals 
from the respective depart-
ments, evaluation of the pro-
posals received from the de-
partment for procurement/
induction of new equipment 
and the justification provided 

after need analysis and cost-
benefit analysis, Receipt, 
Installation & Commission-
ing of new equipment at the 
hospital, Training of the user 
staff in operation & main-
tenance of the equipment, 
Preparation of Equipment 
Master Maintenance Plan 
consisting of the scheduled 
preventive maintenance & 
calibration of the equipment, 
Undertake review of equip-
ment inventory (Equipment 
census) available and their 
utilization once in a year.

“List out functional, dys-
functional & repairable or BER 
equipment, Carry out equip-
ment audit and review the as-
set base with addition of new 
equipment and its valuation, 
deletion of BER/Condemned 
equipment from the asset base 
and monitoring the activities 
of the maintenance service 
provider (in PPP), complaint 
management, equipment 
downtime, and ensuring pre-
ventive maintenance & cali-
bration are carried out as per 
the OEM recommendations,” 
the committee has been asked 
as per the order.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have sold a car bearing Regd No DL8CAK5154  to one namely   
Lateef Ahmad Khan  S/o Late GH Mohammad Khan R/o 
Firdousabad, Batamaloo  and have transferred  Power Of 
attorney  on 16/2/24. If anybody has any objection/claims he/
she can contact  concerned police station within a period of 
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained. 

Junaid Ahmad Masoodi  
S/o Fayaz Ahmad Masoodi 
R/o Faizabad colony, Natipora Nowgam 
cell: +91 93192 54680

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
PWD (R&B) Division Anantnag

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
TWO COVER SYSTEM

FRESH NIT No. 220(3rdcall of NIT 54) Of R&B/Anantnag/ 2023-24/E-TENDERING/20878-87 DATED: 21/02/2024.

 Executive Engineer PW(R&B) Division Anantnag on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K, invites percentage rate bids(EPC Mode) in 
electronic tendering system for the following works including their maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved contractors 
registered with J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State Governments.
1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set 
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as 
per schedule of dates given below:-
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M.H Account                       = NABARD RIDFXXVIII 
Position of AAA              = Accorded Vide Order No CE(R&B) K/AAA/145 of 2022-23 Dated 19.07.2022 
     

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 21/02/2024 

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 21/02/2024 from 12.00 PM. 

3 Date, Time and Place of Pre Bid meeting  23/02/2024 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Chief Engineer 
PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir Anantnag. 

4 Bid submission Start Date 23/02/2024 from 11.00 AM. 

5 Bid Submission End Date 29/02/2024 upto 4.00 PM. 

6 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 01-03-2024 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Chief Engineer 
PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir. 

7 Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 
Construction of 1x50 Mtr 
Span Bridge at Ashajipora 
Anantnag. 

774.82 Lacs   
Contract Price 
Exclusive of 

GST 657.80 + 
(18% GST 

Amount 117.02) 

10.22 785.04 Lacs 0.085 15.50 03 Years 3rd
 

01
-03

-20
24

 
At

 
11
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AAY Class 
Only 

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan/receipt in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag(tender 
inviting authority) (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury 
Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape ofCDR/FDR/BG pledged to Chief Engineer 
PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir Anantnag(Tender receiving Authority).
Note: If any Bidder/Contractor has made/prepared Treasury Challan/receipt for the above work advertised vide this 
       Office NIT No. 157, the same shall also be considered/entertained during evaluation of Tender.
2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid 
Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.  
3. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Chief Engineer 
PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir Anantnag(Tender Receiving Authority) within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of 
Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period 
of 01 Year shall be forwarded to Higher Authorities.
4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released after receiving Performance 
security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period(DLP) of the work.
5. Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified.
6. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an 
e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids of Responsive Bidders shall be opened online in the Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir Anant-
nag._The date for same shall be intimated separately.
7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.
8. The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:-
a)  Any bidder/tendrer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required Performance Security within specified time period before signing contract agreement.
c) In case contractor fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
9. Instruction to Bidders regarding E-tendering process.
09.1    Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “BiddersManual Kit” on websitewww.jktenders.gov.into acquaint 
bid submission process.
09.2To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate 
from any approved vendors. 
09.3.The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in physical form.
09.4.Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
09.5.Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents mentioned in NIT and SBD with technical bid. 
          Executive Engineer 
DIPK-16863/23  dated: 22-02-2024                         PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. 
Central Stationery Department

 Corporate Headquarters, Srinagar

Request for Sealed Quotation for Print-
ing and supply of School Fee Booklets”

J&K Bank Central stationery Department Nowgam, invites 
Sealed Quotation from local printers/vendors for the 
printing and supply of School Fee Booklets . The interested 
printers/vendors can obtain Sealed Quotation RFQ 
Document from central stationery Department Nowgam 
physically or through mail during Business hours and can 
submit their Quotes (Bids) from 23-02-2024 to 29-02-2024 
till 17.00 hours in a sealed envelope, addressed to In Charge 
Central Stationery Department, Nowgam Bye Pass Srinagar.            

Date: 23-02-2024
Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India
CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928;

 E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

DIPK-NB-5791/23
dated: 22-02-2024

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Zonal Office Srinagar

W: www.jkbank.com

EXTENSION OF TIME
With reference to the tender notice No. jkb/zo sgr/Est/24 
–Dt 10-01-2024, issued by this office, regarding  advertise-
ment for premises  for outright purchase/ on lease basis for 
housing Branch Hyderpora  Srinagar followed by 1st exten-
sion on 07-02-2024,  the last date for receipt of the tenders 
is extended up to 2nd March 2024. The tender documents 
can be downloaded from the link www.jkbank.com. The 
parties who have already applied in response to the tender 
notice No. jkb/zo sgr/Est/24- Dt:-10-01-2024 & 1st exten-
sion notice No. jkb/zoSgr/Est/24- dated 07-02-2024 need 
not to apply again.
Other terms and conditions shall remain the same.
No. jkb/zoSgr/Est/24-         Sd/- 
Dated:-22-02-2024  Zonal Head

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India
CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928;

 E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

DIPK-NB-5793/23
dated: 22-02-2024

Cricket Legend Sachin Tendulkar, His 
Family Enjoys Shikara Ride In Dal Lake
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Legendary cricketer and 
former Indian skipper Sachin Ra-
mesh Tendulkar, who along with 
his family is on a visit to Kashmir, 
was on Thursday spotted in Sri-
nagar, enjoying a Shikara ride at 
the world-famous Dal Lake.

Tendulkar, accompanied by 
his family, arrived in Kashmir last 
week. After being spotted playing 
gully cricket with the locals in the 
surroundings of Gulmarg area, he 
was seen in Srinagar today for a 
brief time.

Sachin was seen enjoying the 
Shikara ride along with his wife 
and daughter in Dal Lake, saying 
he enjoyed the visit while heaping 
praises on Kashmir.

Notably, on arrival in the val-
ley, Tendulkar first visited a bat 
factory in south Kashmir, and then 
later reminisced about his first 

Kashmir willow, a gift from his sis-
ter, highlighting the deep personal 
connections that cricket fosters 
within him.

“The first bat given to me was 
by my sister and it was a Kashmir 
willow bat. Ab main yahan hoon to 
Kashmir willow ko to milna banta 
hai! P.S.: An interesting fact; some 
of my favourite bats had only about 
5-6 grains. How many grains do 
your bats have?" Sachin wrote on X.

On his arrival, Tendulkar ex-
plored the beauty of Pahalgam, rev-
elling in the scenic vistas of Betab 
Valley, following which he moved 
to world famous ski-destination 
Gulmarg where he expressed his 
excitement and extended his best 
wishes to the organizers and ath-
letes of Khelo India Winter Games.

Cricket legend Tendulkar also 
paid a visit to a temple in South 
Kashmir and to the Aman Setu 
bridge, situated at the Line of Con-

trol (LoC) in the Uri sector of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Notably, Sachin is currently on 
his first-ever visit to Kashmir and 
the Indian cricketing legend seems 
to be enjoying his time, and posting 
regular updates about his visit on 
his social media handles.

In one such social media inter-
action shared on X, Sachin gets out 
of his car and talks to the locals, 
asking if he can play cricket with 
them on the street, to which the lo-
cals readily agreed.

In a style that may remind In-
dian cricket fans of the glory days of 
the sport, Sachin takes to the crease 
and asks the locals "Kaun hai tum-
hara bowler (Who is your bowler)".

During his brief stint at the 
crease, Sachin executed some of 
his signature shots, like as the leg 
glance, and even guarded the ball 
with ease while complimenting the 
local boy's delivery.

PIC: Abid Bhat/KO
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Fragile 
opposition unity 

W
hen INDIA Alliance was formed in June 
2023, it held the promise of offering a tough 
political challenge to the dominance of the 
ruling BJP led by the overarching figure of 

the prime minister Narendra Modi. Apart from Rahul 
Gandhi’s Congress Party which continues to enjoy a na-
tional footprint - albeit drastically shrunken in the last 
decade - the regional parties with their committed sup-
port bases made the alliance a force to reckon with.  But 
with the exit of Nitish Kumar, one of the alliance’s key 
architects,  and the growing rumblings over pre-election 
seat-sharing the alliance has started unraveling 

But with the seat-sharing agreements between SP 
and Congress in the UP and the AAP and Congress in 
Punjab and Delhi, things finally seem to be turning 
around for the alliance. For example, the SP president, 
Akhilesh Yadav had recently decided to skip Rahul Gan-
dhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra in Amethi and Raebareli. 
Now he might be joining it. Akhilesh's unilateral an-
nouncement of 11 Lok Sabha seats for the Congress in 
UP had earlier caught the Congress off guard, leading to 
a scramble to address the discord. The subsequent an-
nouncement of candidates for 16 seats by the SP further 
complicated matters. Now the deal has been sealed with 
Yadav giving the Congress 17 seats.

However, there is much that isn’t going well for the al-
liance. In West Bengal, the seat arrangement talks between 
Trinamool Congress and the Congress have hit a dead-end. 
There are other issues too. The alliance, which had initially 
projected a united front against the ruling BJP, now finds 
itself grappling with internal discord, jeopardizing its abil-
ity to present a formidable challenge not only in the crucial 
state of Uttar Pradesh but also at the national level. 

The Congress, facing demands for more seats and 
navigating the delicate dance of coalition politics, must 
recognize the urgency of presenting a united front 
against the BJP. In the face of these internal fissures, the 
need for opposition parties to prioritize democracy over 
individual interests becomes paramount. 

The defection of Jayant Chaudhary to the BJP fur-
ther underlines the fragility of opposition alliances. The 
INDIA Alliance must heed this warning and prioritize a 
collective effort to safeguard the democratic values that 
bind them together. The upcoming Lok Sabha elections 
are not just a battle for individual seats; they are a test 
of the opposition's ability to present a cohesive, united 
front against the BJP's formidable electoral machinery.

In the midst of these challenges, it is imperative for 
the opposition leaders to rise above individual differenc-
es, prioritize the greater goal of countering the ruling 
party, and forge a unified strategy. Any internal discord 
only weakens their collective ability to stand against the 
BJP's electoral juggernaut. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Greening Growth

T
he provision of Environmental Clearance (EC) un-
der the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 
rules — notified in 2006 under the Environmental 
(Protection) Act — was meant to strike the right 

balance between the imperatives of growth and develop-
ment and the environment. The EC is meant to be manda-
tory for various projects, including mining, thermal plants, 
those in river valleys, and infrastructure and industrial 
programmes. Unfortunately, as a report in this newspaper 
has shown, the balance between environment and industry 
seems to be tilting far too much towards the latter.

In 2017, the government brought in a loophole to the EIA 
and gave a six-month moratorium to all the companies that 
had not complied with the requirements to receive an EC. 
This one-time window was made indefinite under the re-
vised Standard Operating Procedures in 2021. The notifica-
tion was challenged before the Madras High Court, which 
granted a stay order. The Centre, however, interpreted the 
order as applying only to Tamil Nadu. Then, in January 
2024, the Supreme Court stayed the notification, and the 
Court’s final decision is pending. In essence, between 2017 
and 2024, over 100 projects — they include coal, iron and 
bauxite mines, steel and iron factories, cement plants and 
limestone quarries — have been granted ex post facto envi-
ronmental clearance under the diluted EIA, their original 
lack of EC notwithstanding.

Environmental clearances for business and infrastructure 
projects have been a fraught issue for decades. Under multiple 
governments and environment ministers of varying ideologi-
cal leanings, the pendulum has swung both ways: At different 
points, the Environment Ministry has been dubbed either “an-
ti-business” or “anti-environment”. However, by any standard, 
the weakening of the EIA, and the National Green Tribunal, is 
a matter of deep concern that needs to be addressed urgently 
— in 2020, an Environmental Performance Index of Yale Uni-
versity ranked India 168 amongst 220 countries. Perhaps the 
only sustainable way to do this is to not see “environment” and 
“development” locked in an inevitably zero-sum game.

It’s time to move to environmentalism as development and 
development as environmentalism. As climate change and sus-
tainability increasingly become a part of the global business 
conversation, India has the opportunity to be a leader in this 
regard. This will, however, require a robust policy and regula-
tory framework, which while facilitating business, allows for 
a careful assessment of the adverse impacts of projects, and 
does not constantly search for and seize the loopholes.

The Indian Express 
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A 
young woman, just out of 
college, is teaching at my 
son’s play school. She works 
from 10:00 – 3:00 pm. Young 

toddlers such as mine are very diffi-
cult to handle and one would think 
that these teachers would be compen-
sated fairly for their work. Would you 
believe me if I say that these teachers 
who take care of so many toddlers 
and give a full working day worth of 
time every single day a week in every 
month. are paid as low as three thou-
sand rupees a month! 

While we often applaud teachers 
for their dedication and contribu-
tions to society, it is disheartening 
to witness the exploitation of these 

educators, particularly in the critical 
early childhood education sector.

Play schools serve as the founda-
tion for a child’s educational journey, 
where teachers play a pivotal role in 
shaping young minds. However, the 
teachers in Srinagar’s play schools 
are facing dire financial circum-
stances due to inadequate compensa-
tion. Most of these play schools aren’t 
even registered! These educators, 
responsible for nurturing the intel-
lectual and emotional growth of our 
children, are often subjected to mea-
ger salaries that do not align with the 
value of their work.

Low wages not only lead to finan-
cial stress for teachers but also hin-

der their ability to provide quality 
education. Underpaid teachers may 
struggle to make ends meet, resulting 
in reduced motivation and, ultimate-
ly, a decline in the quality of early 
childhood education. This vicious 
cycle affects the very foundation of a 
child’s learning experience.

It is essential for the government, 
educational institutions, and society 
as a whole to recognize the signifi-
cance of early childhood education 
and the vital role teachers play in it. 
Adequate compensation is not only a 
matter of fairness but also an invest-
ment in the future of our children. 
Well-paid and motivated teachers are 
more likely to deliver high-quality 

education, ensuring that our young-
est learners receive the best possible 
start in their educational journey.

I urge the relevant authorities 
and stakeholders in Srinagar to ad-
dress this issue promptly by imple-
menting fair compensation packages 
for play school teachers. It is time to 
acknowledge their dedication and 
hard work by providing them with 
wages that reflect the importance of 
their role in shaping the future of our 
children and our society.

Sincerely, 
A Parent 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Play School Teachers are Unbelievably Underpaid in Srinagar!

M i n d f u l  F r i d a y s

Caught In The Middle
Children's Plight in Family-In-Law Discord

I
n the intricate web of family 
dynamics, ego clashes can 
often emerge as a signifi-
cant source of tension. When 

these clashes occur between one's 
own family and in-laws, the reper-
cussions can extend far beyond 
the adults involved, creating a 
traumatic environment for chil-
dren within the household. In this 
article, we will discuss the vari-
ous ways in which ego clashes be-
tween families and in-laws affect 
children and explore strategies to 
mitigate their impact.

Adverse Effects on Children 
Children are highly percep-

tive beings who can keenly sense 
tension and discord within their 
surroundings. When ego clashes 
occur between their parents and 
grandparents or other relatives, 
children can experience emo-
tional turmoil. They may feel 
confused, anxious, or even re-
sponsible for the conflicts unfold-
ing around them. This emotional 
distress can significantly impact 
their mental well-being and over-
all development.

Additionally, ego clashes be-
tween families and in-laws often 
lead to disrupted family dynam-
ics. Instead of fostering a harmo-
nious environment where chil-
dren feel secure and supported, 
constant conflict creates insta-
bility and tension. Children may 
witness heated arguments, pas-
sive-aggressive behavior, or even 
physical altercations, which can 
shatter their sense of safety and 
belonging within the family unit.

Parents and other adult fam-
ily members serve as primary 
role models for children. When 
ego clashes escalate, children ob-
serve unhealthy patterns of com-

munication, conflict resolution, 
and interpersonal relationships. 
They may internalize these be-
haviors, replicating them in their 
own interactions with peers and 
authority figures. Thus, the cycle 
of dysfunction perpetuates across 
generations, impacting not only 
the current household but also fu-
ture relationships.

Moreover, in households 
where ego clashes are prevalent, 
children's emotional needs often 
take a backseat amidst the cha-
os. Parents and other caregivers 
may become preoccupied with 
resolving conflicts or defending 
their positions, neglecting the 
emotional support and nurturing 
that children require for healthy 
development. This emotional ne-
glect can have long-lasting effects 
on children's self-esteem, rela-
tionships, and mental health.

Children caught in the cross-
fire of ego clashes between their 
own family and in-laws often 
face loyalty conflicts. They may 
feel torn between allegiance to 
their parents and loyalty to their 
grandparents or other relatives. 
This internal conflict can create 
immense psychological pressure, 
leaving children feeling guilty, 
anxious, or resentful. Moreover, 
attempts by adults to manipulate 
or influence children's loyalties 
further exacerbate the situation, 
deepening the rifts within the 
family.

In extreme cases, ego clashes 
between families and in-laws can 
result in alienation and isolation 
for children. They may be denied 
access to one side of the family or 
subjected to overt or covert forms 
of rejection and exclusion. Such 
experiences can leave lasting 
scars on children's self-worth and 
identity, impacting their abil-

ity to form trusting relationships 
and navigate social interactions 
later in life.

Mitigating the Impact
While ego clashes between 

families and in-laws can create a 
traumatic environment for chil-
dren, proactive measures can be 
taken to mitigate their impact:

1. Open Communication: En-
courage open, honest communica-
tion among family members to ad-
dress conflicts constructively and 
prevent them from escalating.

2. Setting Boundaries: Estab-
lish clear boundaries to delineate 
roles, responsibilities, and expec-
tations within the family, reduc-
ing the likelihood of clashes and 
misunderstandings.

3. Seeking Support: Don't hesi-
tate to seek professional support 
or family counseling to navigate 
complex dynamics and learn effec-
tive conflict resolution strategies.

4. Prioritizing Children's 
Well-being: Keep children's well-
being at the forefront, shielding 
them from adult conflicts and 
ensuring they have access to emo-
tional support and stability.

5. Leading by Example: Model 
healthy communication, empa-
thy, and respect in your interac-
tions with family members, pro-
viding children with positive role 
models to emulate.

The author is a licensed clinical 
psychologist (alumni of Govt. 

Medical College Srinagar) and 
works as a Child, Adolescent and 

Family therapist at Centre for 
Mental Health Services (CMHS) 

at Rambagh Srinagar. He can be 
reached at 8825067196

In households where ego 
clashes are prevalent, 
children's emotional 
needs often take a 
backseat amidst the 
chaos. Parents and 
other caregivers may 
become preoccupied with 
resolving conflicts or 
defending their positions, 
neglecting the emotional 
support and nurturing 
that children require for 
healthy development. 
This emotional neglect 
can have long-lasting 
effects on children's self-
esteem, relationships, 
and mental health

Wasim Kakroo
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PARENTS, TOO, PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE 
IN THIS PARADIGM SHIFT. They need to 
actively engage in their children’s education, 
bridging the home-school gap and reinforcing 
the importance of critical thinking and 
adaptability

Think
Opinion   Analysis  Essays

Are Our Schools Future Ready?
Bridging the Gap Between Tradition and Technological Transformation

 Ikkz Ikbal

As the schools in Kashmir 
prepare to reopen af-
ter winter vacations, the 

looming question arises: Are we 
adequately equipping our edu-
cational institutions for the chal-
lenges of the future? In the back-
drop of this awaited reopening, 
let’s delve into the critical need 
for reform in teaching practices 
to align with the dynamic shifts 
brought about by technological 
advancements, social media, and 
the omnipresence of artificial in-
telligence.

In an era where technological 
advancements, social media, and 
artificial intelligence have ush-
ered in a new age, the question 
arises: Are our schools equipped 
to prepare the next generation 
for a future we can barely fath-
om? Are we preparing our chil-
dren for the future with the tools 
of the past?

The dichotomy of the school-
going children’s lives is striking. 
As they navigate the intricacies 
of Snapchat and Instagram, they 
find themselves tethered to a 
traditional education system 
that seems oblivious to their 
digital dexterity. The tools of the 
past, wielded by teachers whose 
understanding of this dual life is 
often limited, risk leaving stu-
dents adrift in a sea of obsolete 
information.

In the relentless pursuit of 
completing syllabi and focusing 
on rote memorization, we inad-
vertently stifle the very essence 
of learning – critical thinking. 
The world outside the classroom 
is evolving at an unprecedented 
pace, leaving our education sys-
tem lagging behind. The gap be-
tween what children experience 
in their hyper-exposed global 
reality and what teachers com-
prehend is widening.

To navigate this chasm, a 

radical reformation in teach-
ing practices is imperative. It’s 
not merely about incorporating 
technology into classrooms but 
understanding the dynamic cul-
tural shift our children are un-
dergoing. Teachers must evolve 
from being mere dispensers of 
information to mentors who 
guide students in navigating the 
vast sea of knowledge available 
at their fingertips.

The call is to prepare students 
for jobs that haven’t even ma-

terialized. The current focus on 
page-writing and memorization 
is akin to teaching someone to 

ride a horse in preparation for 
a world dominated by electric 
scooters. The revolution in AI 

demands an educational revolu-
tion – one that prioritizes adapt-
ability, problem-solving, and 
creativity over the regurgitation 
of outdated facts.

In the pursuit of educational 
reform, it is essential to recog-
nize that change is not an in-
dictment of the past but a com-
mitment to the future. Teachers, 
the unsung heroes of this trans-
formation, must be empowered 
with the tools and knowledge 
necessary to guide the next gen-

eration. Professional develop-
ment programs should prioritize 
digital literacy, pedagogical in-
novation, and fostering a deep 
understanding of the evolving 
global landscape.

Parents, too, play a crucial role 
in this paradigm shift. They need 
to actively engage in their chil-
dren’s education, bridging the 
home-school gap and reinforcing 
the importance of critical think-
ing and adaptability. By creating 
a collaborative ecosystem where 
students, teachers, and parents 
are allies in the journey of learn-
ing, we can dismantle the barri-
ers that impede progress.

As we usher in this era of edu-
cational metamorphosis, let us 
remember that the ultimate goal 
is not just to prepare students 
for jobs but to cultivate lifelong 
learners who can navigate the 
uncharted territories of an ever-
changing world. It's time to em-
brace the unknown, acknowl-
edging that the future holds 
possibilities we can only begin to 
imagine. Together, let us embark 
on a transformative journey that 
transcends the confines of tradi-
tional education, propelling our 
children toward a future where 
their potential knows no bounds.

“Bridging the Gap” becomes 
more than a catchphrase; it’s a 
rallying cry for a holistic educa-
tional approach that acknowl-
edges the dual life led by today’s 
youth. Let’s not just keep pace 
with AI and technology; let’s 
mold a generation that surfs the 
technological tidal wave with 
finesse, ready to conquer the 
unforeseen challenges that lie 
ahead. Our children deserve an 
education that propels them into 
the future, not one that anchors 
them to the past.

Ikkz Ikbal is Administrator in 

Maryam Memorial Institute 

Pandithpora Qaziabad

Should You Listen to Your Gut?
Eva M. Krockow

Most people consider 
decision-making to 
be a means to an 

end. They encounter a choice 
situation (e.g., how to spend 
their afternoon off), consider 
the options (e.g., yoga class, 
meeting friends, or binge-
watching "Game of Thrones" 
for the third time), and reach 
a conclusion (e.g., binge-
watching it is!).

The decision process typi-
cally follows one of two ap-
proaches. On the one hand, 
people may use a quick ap-
proach that involves react-
ing instinctively and simply 
going with what feels right. 
This is often referred to as 
“System 1,” “intuitive” or 
“gut” decision-making. On 
the other hand, people may 
use a slow, deliberate ap-
proach that includes careful 
consideration of all options. 
This is often called “System 
2,” “analytical” or “head” 
decision-making.

No matter which approach 
people follow—be it an in-
stinctive reach for the TV re-
mote or a careful weighing of 
pros and cons—the decision-
making process helps to get 
them where they want to 
be (e.g., sprawled out on the 
sofa, comfortably watching 
Jon Snow slaughter White 
Walkers and wildlings). It is 
a necessity, ideally resulting 
in a pleasant outcome.

Recent research, how-
ever, offers an entirely new 
perspective. Rather than 
viewing decision-making as 
a chore, psychologists sug-
gest that the act of making 
a choice may be intrinsi-
cally pleasurable and could 
increase people’s well-being.

EMOTIONAL BENEFITS OF 
DECISION-MAKING

A team of researchers 
from Germany and Switzer-
land conducted a two-week 
decision-making study (cur-
rently a preprint). During 
this period, 256 participants 
kept regular decision jour-
nals. Whenever they faced a 
decision, they logged on to 
the online study site and an-
swered a series of questions.

First, they rated their gen-
eral mood and provided in-
formation about the type of 
decision they were about to 
make. Then, participants re-
ceived instructions to either 
use their gut or their head 
to make the decision. Once 
they’d made their choice, par-
ticipants were asked to rate 
their mood again and state 
how easy and how “right” the 
decision felt to them.

This completed the initial 
process of journaling, but 
participants were able to go 
back into their journals at a 
later time and provide fol-
low-up details. For example, 
they could specify whether 
or not they had acted upon 
the decision made.

The study produced sever-
al surprising results. Firstly, 
people’s happiness ratings 
increased after they made a 
choice. It thus appeared that 
decision-making improved 
people’s moods.

Additionally, the findings 
showed some interesting 
differences in the effects of 
intuitive gut choices and 
analytical head choices. The 
emotional boost of decision-
making was greater if partic-
ipants had made their choice 
quickly using their gut. Also, 
follow-up decision records 
showed that people were 
more likely to implement a 
decision if they had used an 

intuitive approach. This led 
the researchers to conclude 
that making fast, instinctive 
choices was beneficial to 
people’s well-being.

ADVANTAGES OF GOING WITH 
YOUR GUT

Should people avoid 
lengthy rumination or pro-
crastination to help them 
feel better? According to 
recent evidence, quick gut 
decisions could be an un-
derexplored tool to promote 
well-being.

There are several potential 
reasons for the surprising 
benefits of intuitive choices. 
First, efficiency and decisive-
ness help to get things done, 
thereby playing into inher-
ent human preferences for 
completing tasks, which I 
discussed in a related post. 
Also, the subjective ease ex-
perienced during instinctive 
decision-making could trig-
ger positive emotions. Fi-
nally, the process of turning 
inward and listening to one’s 
gut may increase personal 
insights and help to connect 
with the subconscious.

Research indicates that gut 
decisions are most frequent 
when people make choices 
about leisure activities and 
social relationships. Yet, 
scope exists to increase the 
role of intuitive judgments in 
other areas of life—for exam-

ple, in the context of health-
related decision-making. 
Could you boost your happi-
ness by increasing the num-
ber of instinctive judgments 
about exercise options and 
medical choices?

Despite the immediate 
emotional benefits of gut 
decision-making, some cau-
tion may be warranted when 
making major life choices. 
The study outlined above has 
yet to be published; it also 
didn’t include a long-term 
follow-up and failed to con-
sider the consequences of in-
tuitive decision-making be-
yond the two-week research 
period. While following your 
gut may increase short-term 
happiness, this doesn’t guar-
antee long-term satisfaction 
with the choices made.

Gut decisions are inher-
ently prone to reasoning er-
rors and biases, meaning that 
not all quick choices render 
optimal results. Sometimes, 
being a slow thinker can be 
beneficial. Big decisions with 
life-changing consequences 
in particular may require a 
more measured approach. 
After all, you don’t want 
to rush into a marriage or 
choose your forever home on 
a short-lived whim—no mat-
ter how good the decision 
feels in the moment.

– Psychology Today

Let Us Celebrate Fathers As Well
Dr. Rizwan Rumi

In the intricate fresco of human 
existence, where emotions in-
tertwine and destinies unfold, 

the profound influence of parental 
love stands as an immutable force 
shaping our very being. Amidst 
the ebb and flow of life’s currents, 
the presence of both mothers 
and fathers emerges as pillars of 
strength, each contributing their 
unique essence to the symphony 
of nurturing care and boundless 
affection that molds the hearts 
and minds of their children.

Recent research unveils a poi-
gnant truth, one that resonates 
deeply within the recesses of 
our souls: a father’s love, akin to 
a mother’s, holds the power to 
sculpt the very essence of a child’s 
development, resonating far be-
yond the confines of familial bonds 
and echoing through the corridors 
of adulthood. In the delicate dance 
of parental acceptance and rejec-
tion, it is the nurturing embrace of 
fathers that oftentimes emerges as 
a steadfast beacon of guidance, re-
silience, and unwavering support.

As the tendrils of dawn unfurl 
across the horizon, casting a golden 
hue upon the tapestry of existence, 
the absence of a father’s love re-
verberates with a haunting echo, a 
poignant reminder of the profound 
impact that paternal presence 
bestows upon the human spirit. 
From the gentle caress of infancy 
to the resolute steps of maturity, a 
father’s love weaves a narrative of 
tenderness, fortitude, and unyield-
ing devotion, imprinting upon the 
canvas of our souls the indelible 
mark of paternal affection.

In the labyrinth of life’s myriad 
complexities, where the tumult of 
modernity threatens to drown the 
whispers of the heart, the role of 
fathers emerges as a beacon of sta-
bility amidst the tempestuous seas 
of change. It is within the sanctity 
of paternal love that children find 
solace, courage, and the unwaver-
ing belief in their own potential to 
surmount the trials of existence, 
guided by the steady hand and 
boundless love of their fathers.

Yet, in the annals of societal 
discourse, the portrayal of father-
hood oftentimes languishes in 
the shadows, overshadowed by 
the resplendent glow of mater-
nal tenderness and sacrifice. It is 
a narrative fraught with miscon-
ceptions, a tale of unsung heroes 

whose quiet strength and unwav-
ering devotion oftentimes go un-
noticed amidst the clamor of daily 
life. And yet, within the depths of 
paternal love lies a reservoir of 
boundless emotion, a testament 
to the transformative power of 
a father’s touch upon the tender 
hearts of his children.

To love fiercely, to nurture ten-
derly, and to stand unwavering in 
the face of adversity — such is the 
sacred covenant of fatherhood. 
Beyond the realms of societal ex-
pectations and cultural norms, 
fathers emerge as custodians of 
dreams, architects of resilience, 
and guardians of the human spirit. 
Their love, an eternal flame amidst 
the vagaries of time, illuminates 
the path of righteousness, instill-
ing within the hearts of their chil-
dren the virtues of compassion, 
integrity, and unwavering resolve.

As the sun sets and shadows 
lengthen, let us not forget to honor 
the silent heroes who walk among 
us — fathers, whose love knows 
no bounds, whose sacrifices know 
no measure, and whose presence 
echoes through the corridors of 
time. In the gentle embrace of pa-
ternal love, children find refuge, 
inspiration, and the unwavering 
assurance that they are cherished 
beyond measure.

Today, as we stand upon the 
threshold of possibility, let us 
pause, let us reflect, and let us 
extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
the unsung heroes who shape 
our lives with love, laughter, and 
unwavering devotion. For in the 
sacred covenant of fatherhood lies 
the essence of unconditional love, 
the embodiment of strength, and 
the eternal promise of familial 
bonds that transcend the bound-
aries of time and space.

In the symphony of existence, 
let the resonance of paternal love 

be heard as a testament to the en-
during spirit of fatherhood, illumi-
nating the path of humanity with 
compassion, tenderness, and the 
boundless grace of a father’s heart.

Indeed, within the depths of a 
father’s love lies a treasure trove of 
memories, lessons, and moments 
that define the very essence of our 
lives. From the tender embrace of 
bedtime stories to the sturdy hand 
that guided our first steps, every 
gesture, every word, every silent 
sacrifice speaks volumes of a love 
that knows no bounds.

In the gentle caress of a father’s 
hand, there lies a universe of reas-
surance, a sanctuary where fears 
are quelled, dreams take flight, 
and the promise of tomorrow 
unfurls like petals in the morning 
light. It is a love that weaves itself 
into the fabric of our existence, 
shaping the contours of our jour-
ney with its quiet strength and un-
wavering presence.

As we traverse the landscapes 
of memory, let us linger a while in 
the embrace of paternal love, sa-
voring the warmth of its embrace, 
the wisdom of its guidance, and 
the enduring legacy it leaves upon 
our hearts. For in the tapestry 
of our lives, woven with threads 
of joy and sorrow, triumph and 
tribulation, the love of fathers 
stands as a timeless testament to 
the resilience of the human spirit 
and the power of unconditional 
devotion.

So let us cherish, let us honor, let 
us celebrate the love of fathers — a 
love that knows no bounds, a love 
that shapes, sustains, and inspires 
us to reach for the stars. In their 
steadfast presence, in their unwav-
ering commitment, we find not 
only solace for today but hope for 
tomorrow, guided by the enduring 
light of paternal love that illumi-
nates our path, now and always.
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CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
Govt To Establish 2000

There is also a provision of one-time assis-
tance as  Seed Funding up to Rs.20 lakhs ( 4 
equal instalments)  to  be provided to start-ups 
recognized by JKEDI  which is nodal agency for  
start –ups. For seed funding  there is capping of  
25 start-ups per year  which is a  decision based 
upon available budget  and  desire to  support  
a manageable  number of start-ups effectively.

The Government is committed to establish  
2000 start-ups in three years  but  by providing  
seed funding  to  a smaller   number of  care-
fully  selected  start-ups,  the Government can 
prioritize  quantity over quality for long term 
economic growth. This will also ensure that  
the resources are utilized efficiently. The bud-
getary support for implementation of Start-up 
Policy for a period of three years will be Rs.  
39.60 Crores.

In order to nurture and inspire entrepre-
neurial talent of J&K by creating a vibrant 
and robust start-up ecosystem in the UT. The 
Government felt that there is  a need to  re-
furbish  the  existing start-up policy  issued in 
the year 2018 and  bring  new policy  suited to  
meet model challenges  in this sector  in the 
UT of J&K.

The feedback received from various stake-
holder consultations by the Industries and 
Commerce Department,  need was felt to  
strengthen  the incubation   and   acceleration 
eco-system for  start-ups  which has been ad-
dressed in the current policy.

 The implementation of this scheme in 
UT shall be  monitored by a High Powered 
Committee headed by Chief Secretary and  im-
plemented  by a  Task Force Committee  head-
ed by Administrative Secretary, Industries & 
Commerce.

The policy provides for providing entre-
preneurship facilities to students, women  
and support to the entrepreneurs through 
Government/ Private/ High Net worth individ-
uals for setting up start-ups.

Projects Of 20,000
the Schedule Tribe.
“Under the leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendera Modi, J&K administration will en-
sure all those who faced injustice in the last 
seven decades are given their due share,” the 
LG said.

The LG said that PM Modi recently inaugu-
rated projects worth Rs 32000 Crore and in 
the coming four months, projects worth Rs 
20,000 Crore will also be inaugurated as well. 
“Infrastructure will give a boost to the tourism 
sector and lure more tourists to J&K,” he said.

LG Reviews Construction
to complete the work on the approach road 

to the transit accommodation and boundary 
wall, simultaneously, the spokesman said.

The LG was informed that more than 70 per 
cent target under the project has been achieved 
with the completion of civil works on 26 blocks 
comprising 624 flats.

OBCs In J&K
socio-political upliftment of the OBC com-

munity. He said, the last four years in the his-
tory of J&K have been truly “4 Saal Bemisaal”.

Mohammad Shafi Shama, President, J&K OBC 
Welfare Association, thanked the Government 
of India and UT Administration for empower-
ing the OBC community in J&K.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji has miti-
gated our decades-old suffering and provided 
justice to the community, Advocate Shabir 
Ahmed said.

More than 150 representatives 
of the OBCs from different walks 
of life were present during the 
interaction.

7 New Industrial
the project will attract invest-

ment of Rs 465 crore and has 
employment potential of around 
355.

He said the industrial estate 
at Bhagthali, Kathua, on 2,949 
kanal shall be developed at an 
estimated cost of Rs 83.13 crore 
by NBCC. The project will attract 
an investment of Rs 4,599.89 
crore and has employment po-
tential of around 8,278, the 
spokesperson said.

CBI Raids Ex-J&K
registered on allegations 

of malpractices in the award 
of the contract worth ap-
proximately Rs 2,200 crore of 
civil works of the Kiru Hydro 
Electric Power Project (HEP) to a 

private company in 2019,” the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) had said earlier.

The agency has booked Chaudhary and 
other former officials of the Chenab Valley 
Power Projects Private Limited — M S Babu, M 
K Mittal and Arun Kumar Mishra — and Patel 
Engineering Limited.

“Though a decision was taken in the 47th 
board meeting of CVPPPL (Chenab Valley 
Power Projects (P) Ltd) for re-tender through 
e-tendering with a reverse auction after the 
cancellation of the ongoing tendering process, 
the same was not implemented (according to 
the decision taken in the 48th board meeting) 
and the tender was finally awarded to Patel 
Engineering Limited,” the FIR has alleged.

The agency had conducted searches at the 
premises of five people in January in connec-
tion with the case.

Avalanche Hits
area of Gulmarg... All the fixtures are being 

run as per schedule,” Gull posted on X.
The Winter Games began on Wednesday and 

will conclude on Sunday.
A spokesman of the Sports Council said all 

precautionary measures were in place to en-
sure safety of the players.

National Conference leader Omar Abdullah, 
who was skiing in Gulmarg till Wednesday, 
prayed for the safety of the skiers.

“While the details are still sketchy some ski-
ers are reportedly missing after an avalanche 
was triggered in the area around Gulmarg. It 
appears the skiers were skiing off the piste or 
groomed slopes in the ‘back country’.

“Days like today remind us that while the 
skiing is fun, the fresh powder exhilarating & 
the visuals spectacular, skiing is not without 
its dangers & risk to lives. Praying that all the 
missing skiers are found alive & the reports of 
a casualty end up being unfounded,” Abdullah 
said in a post on X.

The last avalanche in Gulmarg was in 
February last year, when two Polish skiers 
were killed and over a dozen were rescued.

Avalanches are very common in Gulmarg. 
In 2010, at least 17 soldiers were killed after 
an avalanche hit the Army’s High Altitude 
Warfare School.

Rain, Snow Likely
minus 8.6°C on Thursday, officials said on 

Thursday.
Quoting a meteorological department offi-

cial, news agency GNS reported that Srinagar 
recorded a low of minus 1.0°C and it was below 
normal by 1.9°C for the summer capital of J&K 
for this time of the year, he said.

Qazigund recorded a minimum of minus 
4.4°C against 0.0°C on the previous night and it 
was 4.3°C below normal for the gateway town 
of Kashmir, the MeT official said.

Pahalgam recorded a low of minus 8.6°C 
against minus 1.6°C on the previous night and 
it was 4.6°C below normal for the famous re-
sort in south Kashmir.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, recorded a 
minimum of minus 5.4°C against minus 3.4°C 
on the previous night and the temperature was 
below normal by 4.7°C for the place, the official 
said. Kupwara town recorded a low of minus 3.1°C 
against minus 0.4°C on the previous night and it 
was 0.1°C below normal there, the official said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of minus 10.4°C against 
minus 9.4°C on the previous night. The tempera-
ture was below normal by 3.7°C for the famous ski-
ing resort in north Kashmir where 4th edition of 
Khelo India games are underway presently.

Jammu, he said, recorded a minimum of 
9.2°C and it was below normal by 1.4°C for the 

winter capital of J&K.
Banihal recorded a low of minus 3.2°C, 

Batote minus 1.0°C and Bhaderwah minus 
1.0°C, he said.

NSM Scheme
and National Horticulture Board (NHB).
The main objective of the mission was 

to make vertical and horizontal improve-
ment in the overall productivity of Saffron. 
Additionally, it aimed to enhance the quality 
of Saffron and research and extension capa-
bilities. The mission also sought to develop 
appropriate systems for organized marketing, 
quality-based pricing of Saffron, and for for-
mulating direct transactions between grow-
ers, traders, exporters, and industrial agencies.

The figures reveal that over the years, there 
has been substantial increase in the crop yields 
recorded for the areas rejuvenated under 
National Mission on Saffron from 1.88 kg/ha to 
4-5 kg/ hectare.

The progress report further says that the ir-
rigation system has been strengthened with 
construction of 128 (124 Private Sector: 04 
Public Sector)

It says that each well is to be connected with 
30 sprinkler irrigation sets and each sprinkler 
set has a command of 01 hectares.

The report further stresses that the produc-
tion of saffron is an outcome of biological ac-
tivity which is highly sensitive to changes in 
weather.

The important weather variables such as ex-
cessive rainfall, temperature, humidity, wind 
etc. influence the biological process directly or 
indirectly.

“For instance, low soil moisture due to poor 
precipitation adversely affects corm multipli-
cation resulting in reduced plant density and 
poor precipitation during growth period re-
sults in stunted plant growth which ultimately 
affects the crop yield/productivity,” it adds.

The report says that the the department  is 
vigorously motivating the farmers to adopt sci-
entific methods of Saffron Cultivation for higher 
biological yields i.e. 7.5 Kg/ha which will result 
in the socio-economic upliftment of Saffron 
growers, excess revenue generation, and im-
portantly the UT of J&K will maintain the legacy 
of producing world’s best saffron which is be-
ing pursued by way of implementing approved 
components under Saffron Mission.

On domestic marketing of spice, the report 
says that the Saffron produced at farmer fields 
is considered to be of good quality in compari-
son to Iranian produce.

“...therefore, intermediaries are required to 
be eliminated from the marketing channel to 
ensure better pricing for growers in the do-
mestic and international market which will 
help growers in realizing competitive prices,” 
it adds.

On quality testing and marketing of the 
spice, the department says that National 
Horticulture Board, GoI have constructed the 
Spice Park/India International Kashmir Saffron 
Trading Center (IIKSTC) under National Saffron 
Mission at Dussu Pampore at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 37.81 Crore.

The idea, according to them, is to establish a 
state-of-the-art facility at IIKSTC. This facility 
aims tout in place scientific post-harvest han-
dling practices like Stamen Separation, Drying 
and Grading etc. ; to enforce adoption of qual-
ity standards and fix the price based on Quality 
grades at farm gate level; to end the menace of 
spurious saffron and adulteration; to carry out 
regular evaluation and certification of saffron; 
and to provide a common facilitation center 
for E- trading of Kashmir saffron on PAN INDIA 

Mode and branding of Kashmir Saffron.

Work Of God
will develop as a major centre of India’s 

security.
“As the then chief minister (of Gujarat), I wrote 

several letters and tried a lot for this, but the 
then Congress government at the Centre tried its 
best to create hurdles. Even the Air Force people 
said this location is important from the point of 
India’s security, but they did not listen,” he said.

“From 2004 to 2014, the Congress govern-
ment kept sitting on its file. Around a year-
and-a-half back, I laid the foundation stone for 
the project, because Modi does what he deter-
mines,” the PM said.

He also said that north Gujarat has emerged 
from a situation 20-25 years ago when oppor-
tunity was limited due to water scarcity, all 
with the effort of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government.

Before attending the public function, the PM 
also attended the consecration ceremony of 
the Valinath Dham Temple.

Modi said it has been his government’s ef-
fort to preserve and develop India’s heritage as 
world heritage.

“Gujarat also has many symbols of ancient 
civilisation of India. These symbols are very 
important not only to understand history but 
also to connect the coming generations with 
their roots. That is why it has been the effort of 
our government to preserve and develop them 
as world heritage,” he said.

He said that only last month, traces of civili-
sation dating back to 2,800 years were found in 
Vadnagar in Mehsana district.

Vadnagar is the hometown of PM Modi.
A similar ancient Indian heritage was found 

at Dholavira in Gujarat. “These are India’s pride, 
and we are proud of this rich past,” Modi said.

Every effort being made in the new India 
is towards creating a heritage for the coming 
generations, whether it is the new and modern 
roads or railway tracks, he said.

Modi said his government is making efforts 
to improve the lives of people from all sections 
of society.

“The aim of Modi’s guarantee is changing 
the lives of people at the last rung in society,” 
he said.

On one hand temples are being built in the 
country, the government is also building pucca 
houses for crores of poor people, the PM said.

“This is the time when whether it is the work 
of God or work of the country, both are hap-
pening at a fast pace,” he said.

“We will carry out development work and 
preserve our heritage,” he added.

Govt Focusing
inaugurated or laid foundation stones of a 

slew of projects.
He also dedicated to the nation two new 

Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) 
with a cumulative capacity of 1,400 megawatt 
at Kakrapar Atomic Power Station (KAPS) in 
Surat district.

Addressing a gathering of nearly 1 lakh 
people, mostly cattle-rearers and farmers, at 
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad’s 
Motera on GCMMF golden jubilee celebrations, 
he maintained that strengthening the rural 
economy was necessary to achieve the goal of 
a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed India).

Referring to the BJP government’s plan of 
creating 10,000 FPOs or Farmer Producer 
Organisations, Modi said his administration 
was on a mission to turn small farmers into 
“agri entrepreneurs and exporters”.

The PM listed many schemes meant for 

farmers and village-dwellers, such as Micro 
ATMs, GOBARdhan scheme and Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samridhi Kendras.

“With Micro ATMs installed in villages, 
cattle-rearers don’t have to go far to with-
draw cash. We are also planning to give 
RuPay credit cards to cattle-rearers. As a pi-
lot project, we have launched that scheme in 
Banaskantha and Panchmahal districts,” the 
PM maintained.

“We are giving priority to each and every 
aspect of villages and our focus is on improv-
ing the lives of small farmers, on improving the 
health of livestock and how farmers get more 
income through allied activities such as fishing 
and bee-keeping. That is why we have decided 
to give Kisan credit cards to fishermen and 
cattle-rearers, too,” he said.

To protect livestock from the deadly foot-
and-mouth disease, his government has 
launched a free vaccination drive for cattle at a 
cost of Rs 15,000 crore and nearly 60 crore jabs 
were already given, he added.

“We have also set up Kisan Samridhi 
Kendras across the country so that farmers get 
scientific solutions to their problems near their 
villages. We are also making arrangements to 
help farmers in making organic fertilisers,” 
Modi noted.

Referring to solar panel installations in fields 
and setting up of bio-gas plants which in turn 
produce bio-fertiliser from cow dung, the 
PM said his government wants to turn “anna 
data” into “urja data” and “uvarak data” (food 
grain growers into producers of energy and 
fertilisers).

“We are providing solar-based pumps and 
helping farmers in installing solar plants in 
their fields. Under our GOBARdhan project, we 
will buy cow dung from farmers to produce 
gas. This bio-gas is then used for producing 
electricity for dairy plants. The bio-fertiliser 
produced during that process will be given 
back to farmers,” Modi said.

At the same event, the PM appealed to farm-
ers and other stakeholders of the cooperative 
sector to make GCMMF, the world’s No. 1 dairy 
company from its current eighth position.

Giving an overview of India’s booming dairy 
sector, Modi said it is growing at a rate of 6 per 
cent per annum, while the global dairy sector 
is expanding at 2 per cent.

“At present, Amul (GCMMF) is the world’s 
eighth biggest dairy sector company. You all 
need to make it the world’s biggest dairy com-
pany. My government is with you in this en-
deavour, and it is Modi’s guarantee,” the PM 
said in his address.

HC Gives ‘Quietus’
“Mr. Sajad Ahmad Naqeeb, Chief Engineer, 

has also assured us that he will look into the 
matter and also ensure that the High Court 
shall never have power cuts of this duration 
ever again and that if need be, the Department 
would hire a 320 KVA generator as a standby to 
ensure seamless power during power-cuts to 
the High Court.”

In view of the assurance given by the Chief 
Engineer, the court said that it was satisfied 
that no further action needs to be taken in this 
case. “The issue can be given a quietus,” the 
court said and directed that the order dated 
February 19 “stands closed.”

Pertinently, the High Court on Monday came 
down heavily on government over power and heat-
ing system failure in its Srinagar wing and had di-
rected Chief Secretary of Jammu and Kashmir to take 
measures immediately to get rid of the “pathetic and 
unbelievable” condition in the highest court which is 
common to J&K and Ladakh union territories.

Union Minister, Ashwini Vaishnaw Launches Annual Capacity Building 
Plan for Ministries of Railways, Communications and Electronics & IT

KO Web Desk

New Delhi: The Union Minister 
for Railways, Communications 
and Electronics & IT,  Ashwini 
Vaishnaw today launched 
the Annual Capacity Building 
Plan for Ministry of Railways, 
Communications and 
Electronics & IT. The annual plan 
has been crafted for ensuring ca-
pacity building and holistic de-
velopment of manpower keep-
ing in mind National Priorities, 
Emerging Technologies, Citizen 
Centricity along with de-
velopment of organisations, 
Institutions and Individuals. 
Staff from Post offices, Railways, 
BSNL and Common Service 
Centres (CSC) shared their 

experiences of iGoT Karmayogi 
training and how it has helped 
them develop their capabilities, 
improve their overall mindset 
towards their job and enhance 
their performance and ability 
to deliver the government’s ser-
vices to the masses in a better 
manner.

Addressing the august 
gathering of over 1000 em-
ployees of Railways, Post, 
CSCs and BSNL at an event in 
Rail Bhawan, which was also 
graced by the Chairperson, 
Railway Board; Secretary, 
MEITY, Secretary, Department 
of Post; Secretary, Department 
of Telecommunication and 
Chairman of the Capacity 
Building Commission; Union 

Minister,  Ashwini Vaishnaw 
congratulated all the employees 
for their good performance in 
Mission Karmayogi.

Vaishnaw said, “be it 
Railways, Post, CSC or BSNL, all 
are service related departments 
and service industries require a 
different mindset as the interac-
tion with customers and stake-
holders in continuous and tt has 
a deep impact on the customers 
and the entire network. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi always 
says “Mind is never a problem, 
Mindset is” and therefore, we 
need to make our mindsets so-
lution oriented. Problems are 
faced by all but how we find 
solutions for these problems is 
important and this makes the 

difference between success and 
failure. Our thoughts dominate 
our action and these actions cre-
ate our destiny”.

The Union Minister further 
stated “huge investments are 
being made in all four depart-
ments under the Prime Minister,  
Narendra Modi led government 
and we have long term invest-
ment plans as they will lay the 
foundations for a ‘Viksit Bharat’ 
or developed nation. We should 
keep up the spirit and never be 
satisfied will our performance 
and always work towards a 
higher objective. By 2047 we 
need to make a ‘Viksit Bharat’ 
and we all have to work towards 
achieving this goal together”.

The Chairperson, Railway 

Board, Ms. Jaya Varma Sinha 
said “it is a proud moment to be 
a part of the Annual Capacity 
Building Plan. Indian Railway, 
being the largest civil employer, 
has to have a robust training 
plan and it is very important 
to train and enhance capacities 
for all employees so as to im-
prove our service delivery”. The 
Chairperson also thanked the 
Capacity Building Commission 
for helping Indian Railways in 
drafting the capacity build-
ing plan. The Annual Capacity 
Building Plan of Railways has 
been prepared in partnership 
with Railway Board, and the 
main tasks have been identified 
and competencies and require-
ments mapped out for holistic 

development at the Individual 
as well as organizational level.

The Secretary, Department of 
Telecommunication said “we will 
try to make the training process 
more dynamic in nature and 
ensure that it does not remain a 
one-time exercise. We would like 
to train people not just for their 
current work profile but also for 
services to which they aspire for. 
We will make the training for vi-
brant and more role based rather 
than rule based.

Secretary, MEITY said this is 
a detailed exercise down to the 
lowest level in Ministry. Over 
6000 officers have undertaken 
8000 courses and we are help-
ing create content for the govt 
at large. Key outcome has been 

the training for CSCs. The train-
ing has made a significant dif-
ference and we will ensure that 
new courses are added routinely.

The Secretary, Department of 
Posts asserted “right from the 
beginning we were involved 
proactively with training and on 
22nd June 2022, we launched a 
‘Dak Karmayogi Portal’ and to-
day we are at a good stage. Over 
1.25 lakh staff joined for role 
based improvement in service 
delivery through training. We 
will try to ensure technology 
enabled workforce keeping in 
view the national level and en-
sure there is training on demand 
through knowledge experts. We 
have created master trainers 
and domain experts.

KASHMIR
OBSERVERAes Kaeshir
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD
CPO CHOWK, PANJITHIRTI, JAMMU/ZAM ZAM COMPLEX, RAMBAGH, SRINAGAR

(www.jkssb.nic.in)

Subject:  Final Selection List for 855 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil), Public Works (R&B) Department, advertised vide Notification 
No. 06 of 2022 dated 11.11.2022.

Notification No. 13-Selection of 2024 
21st of February, 2024

Whereas, the 3&K Services Selection Board, vide Indent No. PWD-Adm/122/2021(Comp. No. 118431) dated 06,04.2022, 
received the requisition for 855 posts of Junior Engineer, Civil from the Public Works (R&B) Department, which were advertised by 
the Board vide Notification No. 06 of 2022 dated 11.11.2022, under Item No. 201, as per the following category-wise break up:

Public Works (R&B) Department 

Name of the Post Cadre of the Post
Category-wise Break-up

OM SC ST OSC ALC / IB RBA PSP EWS Total

Junior Engineer (Civil) UT 428 68 86 34 34 85 35 85 855

Whereas, the requisite qualification for selection against these posts of Junior Engineer, Civil in the Public Works (R&B) Depart-
ment, as per the Indent/advertisement, is given as under:

"03 years diploma in Civil Engineering from Government recognized institute/Indian University, 
Degree in Civil Engineering, AMIE Section (A&B) INDIA."

Whereas, the cut-off/last date for applying for these posts, and for determining the eligibility of the candidates for purpose 
of educational/category and other benefits, was 27.12.2022. Accordingly, the OMR based Written Examination for selection 
against these 855 posts of Jr. Engineer, Civil was conducted by the JKSSB on 19.11.2023; and

Whereas, the Board, vide Notification No. JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/89/2023-03 (7314803) dated 07.12.2023, notified the 
Result/Score-sheet of the OMR based Written Examination held for these posts, This was followed by the Document Verification 
of the candidates falling in the consideration zone w.e.f. 13.12.2023, both at Jammu and Srinagar, which concluded with Sup-
plementary DV on 29.12.2023; and

Whereas, vide Office Order No. 323-SSB of 2023 dated 22.12.2023, a Selection Committee was constituted for preparing 
the Selection List for these posts. The said Selection Committee, upon careful scrutiny of the Indent/advertisement and requisite 
eligibility, prepared the Provisional Selection List for these posts in accordance with the merit and eligibility of the candidates 
and as per the extant rules; and

Whereas, the Provisional Selection List, as prepared by the aforesaid Selection Committee for these posts of Junior Engineer 
(Civil), Public Works (R&B) Department, was placed before the Board in its 257th meeting held on 25.01,2024, which, after due 
deliberations and consideration of the matter, approved its notification; and

Whereas, the Provisional Selection List for the aforesaid 855 posts of posts of Junior Engineer (Civil), Public Works (R&B) 
Department was, accordingly, notified vide No. JKSSB-Scry/2/2024-03(E-7390977) dated 29.01.2024, seeking objections 
from the candidates. In the Provisional Selection List, a total 64 cases were kept withheld for various reasons; and

Whereas, pursuant to the above, various representations were received in the Board, pertaining broadly to submission of 
documents w.r.t. withheld cases, correction in particulars, withdrawal of candidature etc., which were examined as per the avail-
able record/extant guidelines. However, among the withheld candidature, it was observed that some candidates had failed ei-
ther to respond or had submitted insufficient documents and, accordingly, vide Notice No. JKSSB-Scry/2/2024-03(E-7390977) 
dated 07.02.2024, these candidates were again advised to submit the requisite documents within a period of five days. The 
response to the Notice has also been examined for necessary action as per the available record; and

Whereas, the proposal for notifying the Final Selection List for the aforesaid 855 posts of posts of Junior Engineer (Civil), 
Public Works (R&B) Department, advertised vide Notification No. 06 of 2022 dated 11.11.2022, as prepared by the concerned 
Selection Committee, was placed in the Board in its 261st meeting held on 19.02.2024, which after due consideration and 
deliberation on various aspects attendant to the selection, approved its notification.

Now, therefore, the Final Selection List of the candidates for the 855 posts of Junior Engineer (Civil), Public Works (R&B) 
Department, advertised vide Notification No. 06 of 2022 dated 11.11.2022, is hereby notified as per Annexure-A to this Notifi-
cation. It is further notified that:
(1)  The above Final Selection List shall be subject to outcome of the OAs/Writ Petition(s), if any, pending adjudication before 

any Competent Court of law.
(2) The List shall also be subject to the outcome of such enquiry, involving any candidate(s), as figuring in this List.
(3) The formal recommendations to the concerned Indenting Department shall be forwarded separately.
(4) The candidates whose recommendations are kept withheld shall submit the requisite documents/certificates within a 

period of one month.
(5) The Selection of the candidates has been made on the basis of Seif-declaration/Certificates submitted by them and if 

at any stage, it comes to the light that any candidate(s) has submitted false information or has secured selection on the 
basis of fake documents/certificates, the selection shall be liable to cancellation at any stage.

BY ORDER
No. JKSSB-Scry/2/2024-03(E-7390977) (Sachin Jamwai) JKAS 
Dated: 21.02.2024 Secretary
 J&K- Services Selection Board

DIPK-16827-23
DT: 22/02/2024

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SUB TRANSMISSION 
DIVISION-IIND, RAJBAGH, SRINAGAR 

Email id:- std2rajbagh@yahoo.in Fax No. 0194-2310042 
EXTENSION NOTICE 01 

Due to poor response, the date of submission of bid in respect of below mentioned e-NIT’s is hereby extend-
ed with the details enumerated below:- 

S NO E.NIT  No. Name of the work Tender ID 
Cost tender doc-

ument   (In Rs) 
EMD Cost 

(In Rs) 

1 
STD-II / 55 of 

2023-24 Dated 
29-01-2024 

Execution of works at Receiving Station 
Bemina 1st & Receiving Station ShaliStore 

(SCADA Receiving Stations) 

2024_
PDD_243940_1 

Rs 500.00    7052.00 

Last Date of Bid Submission extended upto 02-03-2024; 2.30pm 
Bid Opening Date  04-03-2024; 2.30pm 

 No.:STD-II/4482-84/Ts Sd/-  
Dated: - 21-02-2024   Executive Engineer, 
DIPK-NB-5788-23 Sub Transmission Division-II, 
DT: 22/02/2024 Rajbagh, Srinagar. 

GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DEPARTMENT OF MATERIALS MANAGEMENT (PURCHASE-I)
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

SOURA, SRINAGAR, KASHMIRF AX: 0194-2403929 (Ext: 2275)
Email Id:ammopurchase1@skims.ac.in

E-NIT NO.: SIMS 325 (PI) Tender 02 OF 2024 | DATED: 22-02-2024
Subject: Notice inviting e-tenders for Supply of “Various Dietary Items” for SKIMS Hospital Kitchen/Staff Canteen, Soura Srinagar 

(J&K) on annual rate contract basis.
 e-tenders under single cover system are invited for and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir UT through Director Sher-I-Kashmir 
Institute of Medical Sciences Soura, Srinagar from registered/authorized dealers/suppliers having registration of Municipality etc. for supply 
of following dietary items on annual rate contract basis for the SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura. The tender documents are available at 
www.jktenders.gov.in.

Group Description Tender Fee Earnest Money
“A” Vegetables & Fruits Rs. 1,500/- Rs. 50,000/-
“B” Fleshy Food Items (Chicken, eggs &cheese) Rs. 1,500/- Rs. 50,000/-

Nomenclature Schedule
Online Bid Submission End Date 13-03-2024 6:00 pm

Last date for submission of original EMD / Demand Draft 14-03-2024 upto 3:30 pm
Technical Bid Opening 15-03-2024 at 12:00 noon

Note: Vegetables & Fruits (Group ‘A’) shall be allotted to the lowest bidder on item rate basis while as award of contract for Chicken, eggs & 
Cheese (Group ‘B’) shall be done item-wise.
Complete bidding process will be online on government e-tendering portal, www.jktenders.gov.in & the  tenders should be submitted strictly in 
accordance with the provisions of the detailed NIT.
No.: SKIMS/MMOP-I/5/2024-PurI-982-89.   Sd/-
Dated: 22-02-2024. Materials Management Officer
 Purchase I

DIPK-NB-5797-23
DT: 22/02/2024

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER SRINAGAR
Sub:-Seniority list of Jr.Grade Nurses/PMA/MMPHW/Jr.,Astt of District Srinagar.

C I R C U L A R
The seniority list of Jr/Asstt/MMPHW/PMA/Jr.Grade Nurses working in this office is hereby circulated for objection if any With regard to service 
particulars shown against each. The same should reach to this office alongwith documentary evidence within a week from the date of issuance 
of this list, so that the same is updated and forwarded to Director Health Services Kashmir accordingly.

S.No Catogory of post
Name of the 

Employee
D.O.B D.O. of Ist Apptt

Place of intial Posting 
viz Block posting

Present place of 
posting

Appointment Authority

1 Jr.Grade Nurse Mehbooba Ara 10/10/1965 9/2/1988 B.M.O.Larnoo PHC Khonmoh DHSK
2 Jr.Grade Nurse Saira Bano 4/17/1964 5/25/1989 B.M.O.Kallar PHC Bemina DHSK
3 Jr.Grade Nurse Riyaz Ahmad Wani 4/14/1967 5/19/1992 B.M.O.Chadoura PHC S.R.Gunj DHSK recommended by SSRB
4 Jr.Grade Nurse Gurdeep Kour 10/31/1972 8/20/1997 C.M.O.Budgam PHC Chanapora DHSK recommended by SSRB
5 Jr.Grade Nurse Rehna Bano 3/19/1973 O5-05-1998 B.M.O.Kralpora PHC Narwara DHSK recommended by SSRB
6 PMA Ajaz Ahmad Bhat 9/5/1971 2/27/2000 C.M.O.Budgam CMO Srinagar DHSK

7 MMPHW
Zulqadar Muzamil 

Nazki
4/2/1970 2/26/1994 B.M.O.Chadoura UPHC Lasjan DHSK recommended by SSRB

8 Jr.Astt Rifat Ara 3/1/1969 11/29/2004 CMO Sgr. PHC S.R.Gunj

The official has been 
appointed as Jr.Astt on 

adhoc basis vide DHSK order 
No;Est/1V/5594-96 dt;29-11-
1997 & regularised by CMO 

Sgr vide order:3054-55 Dt30-
06-2007 w.e.f.29/11/2004

9 Jr.Asstt Manasir Mohidin 12/12/1995 5/4/2023 CMO Sgr. CMO Srinagar DHSK recommended by SSRB
10 Jr.Asstt Bisma Gul 9/15/1992 5/4/2023 CMO Sgr. CMO Srinagar DHSK recommended by SSRB

11 Jr.Asstt
Peezada Ishfaq 

Rashid
2/2/1992 5/4/2023 CMO Sgr. CMO Srinagar DHSK recommended by SSRB

No:-CMO/Sgr/   Chief Medical Officer,
Dt;- Srinagar.

DIPK-16850-23
DT: 22/02/2024

Government of Jammu & Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(R&B) DIVISION-SRINAGAR-CORE

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
SINGLE COVER SYSTEM (BELOW Rs. 2.50 Crores)

NIT No:- 52 of R&B /Sgr-Core/2023-24 Dated:- 21/02/2024 (E-tendering)
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT J&K, e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K 
UT Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the _following works:-_

S. No Name of Work
Adv. Cost 
(in lacs, 
incl GST)

Cost of T/
Doc.  (in 
Rupees)

Earnest 
Money (In 
Rupees)

Time of 
completion

Project 
Authority

Ref to 
Auth/A.A Ref. to T.S Class of 

Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1.

Upgradation / 
Development of Ziyarat 

Syed Ali (R.A), Syed 
Wali (R.A) at Reyazath-
Tangh Khanyar B. W. O 

Boundary wall and lawn.

34.37 1100/- 68,740/- 60 days
Directorate 
of Tourism 
Kashmir

11-  DTK/
PLN OF 2024 

DATED: 17-02-
2024

EE/Core/T 
S/41 of 2023-

24 Dated: 
21-02-2024

"AAY" 
"BEE"

2

Replacement of broken 
window panes at Govt. 

Psychiatry Disease 
Hospital Srinagar.

2.97 200/- 5940/- 25 Days
Principal /
Dean GMC 

Sgr.

50-MCS of 
2024 Dated: 
20/01/2024

EE/Core/T 
S/40 of 2023  
Dated: 2102-

2024

"DEE"

Major Head of Account = S.No.1: Capex Budget- Dev. Of Infrastructure at religious tourist destinations/Sufi Circuit.
S.No.2: HDF Position of funds = Available.
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 21/02/2024
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 21/02/2024; 06.00 P.M TO 28/02/2024; 6.00 P.M
3 Bid submission Start Date 21/02/2024 from 06.00 P.M
4 Bid Submission End Date 28/02/2024 upto 6.00 P.M

5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 29/02/2024 at 11.00 AM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Srinagar-
CORE, Safa Kadal Srinagar

1. A l Bidders have to quote the rates in BOQ Inclusive of GST.
2.  The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set 

of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
as per above schedule:

Note:-  The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploaded softcopy any short fall found in the soft 
copy the tender shall be rejected.

2.1  Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Srinagar-CORE , Safa Kadal Srinagar

 (The Date of Treasury Challan must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date, also mentioning the NIT No/S.No. 
/ Name Of The Work).

2.2  The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG 
in favour Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Srinagar-Core (as the case may be) within 15 days after the date of receipt of letter of 
acceptance and shall be released after successful completion of DLP. The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond DLP.

3. Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified.
4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
47.  All work components shall be executed strictly in accordance with the specifications laid out in the Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways publication “Specifications for Road and Bridge Works” and any amendments made up to the date of issuance of N.I.T.
48. A periodic sieve analysis of each type of aggregate, as well as a periodic check of aggregates at the gradation control unit, shall be 

performed to ensure that the specified proportion of aggregates is complied.
49. Conducting mandatory quality control tests in the lab and/or field for various components of the advertised work, will be the sole 

responsibility of the contractor, as will the correct execution of the work.
No: EE/Sgr-core/5822-30 Sd/-
Dated: 21-02-2024 Executive Engineer
 (R&B) Srinagar Core

DIPK-16819-23
DT: 22/02/2024

"Largest Grain Storage 
Project": Land identified in J&K

Labour killed 
in Ramban 
landslide

KO NEWS SERVICE

BANIHAL/JAMMU: A 
worker of a construc-
tion company was killed 
in a landslide along the 
Jammu-Srinagar national 
highway which remained 
closed for the fourth con-
secutive day on Thursday, 
officials said.

The construction worker 
identified as Deshpaul 
(31), a resident of Uttar 
Pradesh, was hit by the 
landslide outside his com-
pany headquarters near 
Seri in Ramban district 
around 8.30 am, police of-
ficials said.

They said the deceased 
was moving towards the 
mess of the company for 
breakfast when the inci-
dent occurred. His body 
was retrieved and shifted 
to hospital for postmortem.

An official of the traffic 
department said the 270-
km long highway, the only 
all weather road linking 
Kashmir with the rest of the 
country, remained closed 
for the fourth day following 
a fresh landslide at Kisht-
wari Pather near Banihal.

"The restoration work is 
in progress and will take 
some time," he said.

The traffic on the strate-
gic highway was suspend-
ed on Monday following 
multiple landslides trig-
gered by heavy rains at over 
a dozen places between 
Ramban and Banihal.

KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Secretary Cooperative 
Department, Babila Rakwal, on 
Thursday convened a meeting to 
review progress on land identifi-
cation for establishment of grain 
stores under Centre Government's 
ambitious initiative "World Larg-
est Grain Storage Project" in all 
districts of Jammu and Kashmir 
here at Civil Secretariat.

The meeting was informed that 
a total of 56 land  locations have 
been identified  in sixteen districts, 
so far, including  3 in Jammu, 1 in 
Samba, 5 each in Kishtwar, Kathua, 
Shopian, Poonch Kulgam and Doda, 
2 in Udhampur, 4 in Budgam, 3 in 
Pulwama, 1 each in Srinagar, Reasi, 
Ganderbal, Anantnag and Rajouri.

Regarding the remaining locations 
to be identified for raising these 

grain stores, the Secretary exhorted  
upon the  concerned officers to en-
sure that the same is done within a 
week's. She said that no delay would 
be tolerated in execution of such 
prestigious projects as this badly af-
fects the development  process.

The Secretary asked the con-
cerned officers to personally visit 
the locations for finalizing the same 
for the store keeping in view all the 
parameters set under the guide-
lines for the project implementa-
tion. She further instructed all the 

Deputy Registrars to ensure iden-
tification of a minimum of seven 
locations in their jurisdictions with 
emphasis on selection of far flung 
areas for maximum benefit to the 
common masses.

Among others the meeting was at-
tended  by  Registrar  Cooperative So-
cieties, Special Secretary Cooperative, 
Director  Finance  Cooperative, Ad-
ditional  Secretary  Cooperative, Joint 
Registrar Banking  and Finance, Dep-
uty  Registrars and other concerned 
officials in person  and virtually.

DC Bandipora Stresses 
Collaborative Youth Engagement

KO NEWS SERVICE

BANDIPORA: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Bandipora, Sha-
keel ul Rehman Rather on Thurs-
day convened a meeting at VC 
Room Mini-Secretariat, here to 
review the progress of Mission 
Youth schemes, Sanklap and 
Skilling Courses of B2V4.

The meeting held threadbare 
discussions on various schemes 
of Mission Youth, including Te-
jaswini, Mumkin, SEI, Avsar, 
besides the functioning of 
Youth Clubs.

The meeting was apprised 
that under Mumkin scheme of 
Mission Youth, 66 applications 
were received during 2023-24, 
and out of which 43 were ap-
proved by the District Level 
Implementation Committee 
(DLIC).

It was informed that the sub-
sidy amount of Rs. 30 lac was 
released under the Mumkin 
scheme, and the same has been 
utilized completely.

Reviewing the Tejaswini 
scheme, the DC was informed 
that under the Tejaswini scheme 
of Mission Youth, 25 applica-
tions were received out of which 
10 were approved by DLIC and 
08 were sanctioned by the Bank 
and the funds to the tune of Rs. 
11.5 lac stand utilized.

The meeting was informed 
that under the Spurring Entre-
preneurship Initiative (SEI), 98 
applications were received, out 
of which 76 have been approved 
by DLIC.

The meeting also discussed 
various matters of AVSAR, in-
cluding Skill Development Tar-
get, Career Guidance, Soft Skills, 
Job Melas, Industry Academia 
Connect, and Study Center of 
Professional Exams and other 
parameters of the scheme.
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J&K Wins 3 Medals On Khelo 
India Winter Games Day 2

Never Seen Something Like That Before: 
England Skipper Ben Stokes On Ranchi 
Pitch Ahead Of 4th Test Against India

Salvatore International 
School Honors Its 
Martial Arts Achievers

Sachin Tendulkar Plays Gully 

Cricket In Kashmir

Shami Ruled Out 
Of IPL, To Undergo 
Surgery In UK

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Senior pacer Mohammed 
Shami has been ruled out of next month’s 
Indian Premier League owing to a left ankle 
injury, for which he will undergo a surgery 
in the UK, a BCCI source told PTI on Thursday.

The 33-year-old, who is not part of the 
ongoing Test series against England, last 
played for India in the ODI World Cup final 
against Australia in November.

“Shami was in London in last week of Jan-
uary to take special ankle injections and he 
was told that after three weeks, he can start 
light running and take it from thereon.

“But the injection hasn't worked and now 
the only option left is surgery. He will short-
ly leave for UK for surgery. IPL seems out of 
question,” a senior BCCI source said on the 
condition of anonymity.

Shami, who was one of the architects of 
India’s stupendous World Cup campaign 
with 24 wickets, played through pain as he 
had problems with his landing but didn't let 
it affect his performance.

Shami, who was recently conferred with 
the Arjuna Award, has 229 Test, 195 ODI and 
24 T20 wickets in his decade-long career.

Holders CSK To Play RCB In IPL 
Opener In Chennai On March 22

Mbappé Chasing Milestones In French 
League Before Summer Exit

Observer News Service

GULMARG: The J&K Ski 
Mountaineering contingent 
won the region its first med-
als of the Khelo India Winter 
Games 2024 on Thursday at 
Gulmarg.

Union Minister of State 
for Home Affairs and Youth 
Affairs & Sports, Nisith Pra-
manik, flagged off women’s 
mountain ski event at Kong-
doori Phase 1.

J&K’s Shazia Hassan, 
a resident of Anantnag, 
bagged the Silver medal in 
the women’s event, which 
was won by Menalgum Jay-
an of Uttarakhand.

After flagging off the 
event, the Union Minister 
appreciated the enthusiasm 
and talent of participating 
female skiers and encour-
aged them to pursue their 
passion for winter sports.

The Minister also inter-
acted with the players and 
officials on the occasion. He 
expressed satisfaction over 
the successful organisation 
of this national event and 
praised the efforts of the 
Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration, Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports as well as  
the J&K Sports Council.

In the men’s Ski Mountain-
eering event, J&K achieved 
the second and third position. 
Shahid Ahmed Chachi won 
the Silver medal, while Mehraj 
ud Din Bhat took the Bronze. 
The event was won by Ma-
yank Dimri of Uttarakhand.

ALL KHELO INDIA ATHLETES 
SAFE: SECRETARY JKSC

In the wake of the deadly 
avalanche that hit Khilan-
marg area of Gulmarg on 
Thursday, J&K Sports Coun-
cil Secretary Nuzhat Gul 
assured the media that all 
Khelo India athletes are safe.

“All Khelo India athletes 
are safe after the avalanche 
hit Khilanmarg area of Gul-

marg. All the fixtures are be-
ing run as per schedule,” the 
Secretary said.

She said that the avalanche 
that hit Khilanmarg area of 
Gulmarg earlier this after-
noon has not impacted ath-
letes taking part in ski and 
snowboard events of Khelo 
India Winter Games 2024 at 
Kangdoori Phase 1. All neces-
sary precautions have been 
taken for safety, she added.

A collaborative effort be-
tween the Gulmarg Ski Pa-
trol of Tourism Department, 
J&K and J&K Police resulted 
in the rescue of a group 
comprising six Russian ski-
ers and one local guide fol-
lowing an avalanche at the 

higher reaches of Gulmarg, 
known as Army Ridge.

Despite the valiant efforts 
of the rescue team, one Rus-
sian skier died due to the 
avalanche.

The avalanche site is lo-
cated far from the Kongdoori 
area, where the 4th Khelo 
India Winter Games are cur-
rently underway. The ongo-
ing sporting events remain 
unaffected by the incident.

The rescued individuals 
are currently under the care 
of the district administration, 
receiving basic medical treat-
ment. One skier sustained 
minor injuries but is in stable 
condition and is receiving 
treatment at a local hospital.

Press Trust of India

RANCHI: England captain Ben 
Stokes added spice to the talks on 
Ranchi pitch for the fourth Test 
against India, saying he has not 
seen anything remotely like the 
22-yard strip here in the past.

India are leading the five-match 
series 2-1 and the penultimate 
Test will start here on Friday.

However, discussion about the 
“platey cracks” on the pitch as 
described by England batter Ollie 
Pope has dominated the build-up 
to this Test.

Stokes added a touch of in-
trigue as well. “It looked interest-
ing, didn't it? I don't know. I can't 
say much. I don't know, I've never 
seen something like that before 
so I have no idea. I don't know 
what could happen,” Stokes was 
quoted as saying by ESPNCricinfo.

It indeed was an ominous 
reading of the playing surface, if 
you are from the England camp. 
But then Stokes had a reason for 
it as well.

“If you looked down one side 
of opposite ends it just looked 
different to what I am used to 
seeing, especially out in India.

It looked green and grassy up in 
the changing-rooms, but then you 
go out there, it looked different. 
Very dark and crumbly and quite 
a few cracks in it,” Stokes offered.

The nature of the pitch also de-
layed England making a decision 
on their playing 11.

Pacer Ollie Robinson will come 
in for Mark Wood but the call 
to add fourth spinner in Shoaib 
Bashir or an extra batter in Dan 
Lawrence will have to wait for 
now. Lawrence can also double 
up as a handy off-spinner.

“He's (Robinson) got unbe-
lievable skills to be a successful 
bowler anywhere in the world. 
What we've seen in England is 
he's very skillful, but we've seen 
more than that in Pakistan.

“It's similar but different here, 

but the skill he possesses, he can 
find any movement, and his re-
lease point is always going to be 
dangerous,” said Stokes.

So, will Stokes finally wear his 
bowling cloak? The Durham man 
remained a bit secretive.

“My knee itself was absolutely 
fine today bowling. It was just 
good to push past that 20-minute 
barrier, which is what I've been 
working around at the moment. 
It might be a bit stiff but we'll 
wait and see,” he noted.

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: Salvatore Inter-
national School celebrated the 
accomplishments of its stu-
dents Sheikh Usman and Sheikh 
Umar, who clinched silver med-
als in their respective weight 
divisions at the 3rd WAKO India 
Open International Champion-
ship held at the Indira Gandhi 
International Stadium in New 
Delhi.

The felicitation event, held at 
the school premises, was graced 
by the presence of Padmashri 
Awardee Fasil Ali Dar, Principal 
of SSM College of Engineering, 
Dr. Sajad Hussain Din, and other 
guests.

Padmashri Fasil Ali Dar 

shared insightful words of wis-
dom, motivation and encour-
agement with both parents 
and students, highlighting the 
significance of discipline, dedi-
cation and sportsmanship in 
molding successful individuals.

The speaker emphasized the 
value of pursuing sports as a 
career path and steering clear 
of substance abuse. The fe-
licitation ceremony provided 
a platform to inspire students 
to pursue their passions while 
maintaining a harmonious bal-
ance between academics and 
extracurricular activities.

Parents, students and faculty 
members gathered to witness 
this proud moment at Salvatore 
International School.

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: He aptly called it a 
“match made in heaven” as Sachin 
Tendulkar pleasantly surprised a 
bunch of youngsters playing gully 
cricket in Uri, turning his bat upside 
down at one point just to give the 
boys a shot at dismissing him.

On his maiden trip to Jammu and 
Kashmir, Tendulkar got down from 
his SUV when he saw some young 
boys playing cricket on the road 
with a cardboard carton and an 
empty oil can as their stumps.

“Cricket and Kashmir: Match 
made in heaven,” posted Tendulkar 
on X along with a short video in 
which he can be seen facing nine 
balls, watched in awe by the locals.

His wife Anjali can also be seen 
smiling in the clip which starts 
with Tendulkar asking the boys, 
“Hum Khelein? (Shall we play?).”

“Kaun hai tumhara bowler (Who 
is your bowler)?” he probed further 
as he gripped a bat.

Dressed in a brown jacket Ten-
dulkar, who retired from cricket in 
2013, played nine deliveries, hit-
ting straight drives and also a scoop 
shot.

There was also an attempted 
paddle sweep before he turned the 
bat upside down and jokingly stat-
ed, “Ye out karna padega (you will 
have to dismiss me).”

But even with an upside down 
bat, Tendulkar was not to be dis-
missed as he signed off with a 
smooth drive, fetching a round of 

applause and several smiles.
He wasn’t done enthralling the 

gathered crowd with just his crick-
et. The iconic former captain, who 
played six World Cups, took selfies 
with the fans, giving them a memo-
rable few minutes to cherish.

“Mera dhyan aapke upar hai (I 
am focussed on you),” he told the 
group.

Tendulkar arrived here last week 
and visited a cricket bat manufac-
turer in the Sangam area in South 
Kashmir before heading to Pahal-
gham where he stayed at the Pine 
and Peak hotel.

Floored by the hospitality at the 
hotel, Tendulkar left a signed note 

for the staff thanking them.
“I would love to come back and 

spend more time over here,” he 
wrote.

On Wednesday, he visited the 
Aman Setu bridge — the last point 
on the Line of Control in Uri sector 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Tendulkar interacted with sol-
diers at the Kaman Post, near Aman 
Setu, during his visit that lasted 
around one hour, officials said.

Tendulkar is also accompanied 
by his daughter Sara in this trip. He 
visited a cricket bat manufacturing 
unit at Chursoo on Srinagar-Jammu 
national highway and also went to 
Pahalgam in south Kashmir.

Agencies

PARIS: Kylian Mbappé has 
12 matches left to play in 
the French league. Twelve 
matches left to set new 
records in a league he has 
dominated for years. The 
star striker is leaving Paris 
Saint-Germain at the end 
of the season when his con-
tract expires. He is widely 
expected to sign a lucrative 
deal with Real Madrid, the 
club he dreamt of playing 
for when he was a kid.

Since his debut with Mo-
naco at age 16 in December 
2015, Mbappé has scored 
185 league goals, making 
him one of the top 10 marks-
men in Ligue 1 history.

It's impossible for the 
2018 World Cup winner 
to catch Delio Onnis, the 
league's all-time leader 
with 299 during the 1970s-
80s. But Mbappé, who has 
21 goals this season, has a 
chance to reach 200.

At 25, Mbappe is already 

PSG's all-time best scorer, 
with 244 in all competi-
tions. He will set another 
record if he finishes as the 

league top scorer for a sixth 
consecutive time. He cur-
rently shares the record 
with Onnis, Carlos Bianchi 

and Jean-Pierre Papin.
PSG has dominated 

French football since Qatari 
owners took over in 2011, 
and is on track for a record-
extending 12th league title. 
It hosts Rennes on Sunday 
with a 13-point lead over 
second-placed Brest.

Brest, the surprise of the 
season, will be without 
striker Steve Mounié for 
the next two games.

Mounié was suspended 
for his red card last week 
for elbowing a defender 
during a 1-0 win against 
Marseille. He will miss fac-
ing Strasbourg on Saturday 
then Le Havre.

Since coming back from 
two goals down to stun 
last season's runner-up 
Lens on the opening day 
of the season, Brest has 
been living a fairy tale and 
has dreams of qualifying 
for the Champions League 
for the first time. Brest 
has a best league finish of 
eighth. (AP)

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Defending 
champions Chennai Super 
Kings will take on Royal 
Challengers Bangalore in 
the 2024 IPL season-opener 
in Chennai on March 22, 
the BCCI announced Thurs-
day while unveiling the 
schedule for only the first 
17 days of the popular T20 
league.

The roster for the re-
maining matches will be 
announced once the dates 
for the upcoming general 
elections are announced 
early next month.

The first 17 days of the 
tournament will see 21 
matches taking place. 
Delhi Capitals will take on 
Punjab Kings on March 23 
in Mohali.

As per the format, 10 
teams are divided into two 
groups of five. In the group 
stage, each team plays 14 
games facing the other 

four sides in their group 
two times each (home and 
away basis, four teams in 
the other group once, and 
the remaining team two 
times.

The general elections 
are expected to be held in 
April-May. Only in 2009, 
the IPL, in its entirety, was 
held overseas (South Af-
rica) while the 2014 edi-

tion was partially held in 
the UAE due to the gen-
eral elections. However, in 
2019, the tournament was 
held in India despite the 
elections.


