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Kashmir Willow Bat Shines In Shark Tank, Srinagar's Innovators Score Big
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: The entrepreneurial 
spirit of Kashmiri youth made 
waves on the latest episode of 
Shark Tank India 3 as Srinagar-
based ‘Tramboo Sports’ landed 
a lucrative deal worth Rs 30 
lakh with two prominent 
investors.

The spotlight fell on Hamad 
and Saad Tramboo, college 
students studying BBA, who 
showcased their innovative 
brand of Kashmir willow bats, 
seeking investment for a 3% 

equity stake.
In a realm where the 

right gear can define suc-
cess, Tramboo Sports, led by 
18-year-old Hamaad Tramboo 
and 20-year-old Saad Tramboo, 
is redefining cricket equipment 
with its revolutionary Kashmir 
willow bats.

The cricket bats are made of 
two willows - English willow 
and Kashmir willow. Known 

for their sturdy build, Kashmir 
willow bats have posed chal-
lenges for players, but the 
Tramboo brothers are chang-
ing the game with their mod-
ern approach to bat crafting.

“We offer world-class 
Kashmir willow bats,” said Saad 
Tramboo during their pitch.

“With the Kashmir willow act 
restricting the export of raw ma-
terial, we’re poised for success in 

the domestic market. Are you 
ready to hit a six with us?” he 
confidently asked the sharks.

The brothers elucidated 
their meticulous bat-making 
process, from log selection to 
final assembly, emphasizing 
quality and performance.

“We grade the Kashmir wil-
low logs before sawing them 
into pieces, which then under-
go a revolutionary seasoning 

process, our bats feature hard-
pressed construction, with 
Singapore cane handles for 
enhanced shock absorption, 
setting them apart from tradi-
tional bats,” the duo explained 
in a bid to strike the right deal.

The brothers said that they 
focus on lightweight designs, 
boasting the only seasoning 
plant among Kashmir's 300 
bat manufacturers, result-
ing in bats lighter than their 
counterparts.

“Our product range caters to 
both casual 

IN A REALM WHERE THE RIGHT gear can define success, Tramboo Sports, led by 18-year-old Hamaad Tramboo 
and 20-year-old Saad Tramboo, is redefining cricket equipment with its revolutionary Kashmir willow bats.

Nature's Dramatic Show!

Kashmir's Weather Swings From 
Record Highs To Bone-Chilling Lows

Avalanche 
Warning For 
8 Districts

Highway 
Traffic Partially 
Restored

Drug Trade Used To Generate  
Funds For Terrorist Activities: DGP
Calls For Strict Action Against Drug Traffickers In J&K

Terror-Funding Case

SIA Raids  
5 Locations In 
Delhi, Srinagar
Agencies

The State Investigation 
Agency (SIA) on Friday 
raided five locations 

in Summer capital Srinagar 
and Delhi in connection with 
investigation of a terror 
funding case. Quoting a top 
official, a local news agency 
reported that SIA conducted 
raids at two locations in 
Srinagar. The raids were 
conducted at Saidapora 
Eidgah and Ahmadnagar area.
In Delhi, the agency 
conducted | More on P6

THE CRIME PICTURE OF A DISTRICT or zone 
should highlight the rate of disposal and quality 
of disposal of the crime cases registered."

Terrorist Hideout  
Busted In Poonch  

Centre Invites Ladakh 
Leaders For Talks

Custodial Death In Jammu
Two Cops Suspended,  
SHO Attached

Private Schools Tagging Row

119-yr-old School In Baramulla Faces Closure

KO Web Desk

Srinagar: This year, winter in 
Kashmir has witnessed unpre-
dictable fluctuations, showcas-
ing a range of climatic extremes. 
Just weeks ago, the valley basked 
in the warmth of some of the 
sunniest January days witnessed 

in years. However, post snowfall, 
the temperature took an abrupt 
nosedive on Thursday, with 
some towns recording the cold-
est night in 16 years.

While IMD Srinagar officials 
release data for only six major 
weather stations in the Valley, 
a private weather forecaster 

claimed that Larnoo in Kokernag 
was the coldest recorded place 
in Kashmir where the mercury 
plunged to minus 17.1 degrees 
Celsius followed by Sonamarg 
resort on Srinagar-Leh highway 
which recorded a low of minus 
15.1 degrees Celsius.

"Records break | More on P6

The authorities on Friday issued low and medium-danger 
level avalanche warnings for several districts in the 
region. The Jammu and Kashmir Disaster Management 

Authority (JKDMA) in a statement cautioned the residents in 
Bandipore, Baramulla, Kupwara, and Ganderbal | More on P6

The traffic on the arterial Jammu-Srinagar national 
highway was partially restored on Friday afternoon 
after it remained closed for two days due to 

inclement weather. Jammu and Kashmir Traffic police, in 
a post on X, said that stranded vehicles are | More on P6

Fresh WD To Hit J&K

Plains Likely To Receive Snow
KO Web Desk

Srinagar:There is a pos-
sibility of light to moder-
ate snow and rain at many 
places for the next two days 
from Saturday towards 
evening till 4th February 
evening , Director MeT, Dr 
Mukhtar Ahmad, said.

“Middle and high-
er reaches of North, 
Northwestern and South 
Kashmir may receive 8-12 
inches of snow, lower 
reaches and plains may 
receive 3-6 inches, while 
plains of Central Kashmir 
may receive rain with 1-2 
inches of snow,” Director 
MeT predicted. 

A fresh Western 
Disturbance, associated 
with cold temperatures, is 
going to affect Jammu and 
Kashmir from February 2, an 
independent forecaster said.

"During the next 2 days, 
light to moderate snow-
fall is possible in Kashmir 
plains (rainfall may be ab-
sent)," he said.

According to him, on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Kashmir plains are likely 
to witness maximum tem-
peratures not exceeding 2 
or 3°C, and for the majority 
of the time, temperatures 
will remain below or near 
the freezing point.

Similarly,  | More on P6

OBC Reservation in J&K 
Panchayats, Municipalities
Union Cabinet Approves Proposal 

KO Web Desk

Jammu:The Union Cabinet 
today cleared a proposal 
for reservation to Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs) in 
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) 
and Panchayats in Jammu 
and Kashmir. A bill for this 
purpose is likely to be intro-
duced in the ongoing session 
of the Parliament.

Among total seats re-
served for the OBCs 
in Panchayats and 
Municipalities, one-third of 
them will be reserved for 
OBC Women, official sources 
told the Excelsior.

There will be reservation 
for the OBCs in the posts 
of District Development 
Council (DDC) and Block 
Development Council (BDC) 
Chairpersons also besides 
the Sarpanch and Panch 

constituencies; Corporators, 
Councillors and Members of 
the ULBs.

However, the percentage 
of reservation to be given 
to the OBCs will be decided 
by a Commission after the 
Parliament approves the res-
ervation bill.

Sources said the Union 
Cabinet headed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi today 
cleared the bill granting reser-
vation to OBCs in Panchayats 
and Municipalities in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

A proposal to this effect 
was earlier approved by the 
J&K Administrative Council 
headed by Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha.

Following Cabinet approv-
al, a bill for political reserva-
tion to the OBCs is likely to 
be tabled in the ongoing ses-
sion of the 

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Security forces on 
Friday busted a terrorist hide-
out and seized a 51-mm mor-
tar along with three shells 
and a pistol in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Poonch district, of-
ficials said.

The hideout was unearthed 
during a joint search operation 
by police and Rashtriya Rifles 
in Sangla area of Surankote, 
the officials said.

No arrests have been made 
in connection with the recov-
ery, which also included a pis-
tol magazine and | More on P6

Agencies

Srinagar: The Centre on Friday 
invited Ladakh leaders for a 
second round of talks with the 
High Powered Committee in 
Delhi on February 19.

According to an order, talks 

will be held to discuss the is-
sues as per the terms of refer-
ence of the committee. The 
committee was reconstituted 
under the chairmanship of 
minister of state for Home 
Nitiyanand Rai in November 
last year. The | More on P6

Observer News Service

Jammu- Police on Friday said 
that two police officials were 
suspended while a Station House 
Officer was attached after a per-
son died in mysterious condition 
in custody in Jammu district.

In a statement, the police 
said that the incident of custo-
dial death which occurred on 
31.01.2024 at P/S Gandhi Nagar.
The deceased has been identi-
fied as Sahil Saini S/o Romesh 
Saini R/o Nagri, Kathua who was 
arrested in case FIR No. 20/2024 
u/s 457/380 IPC of P/S Gandhi 
Nagar, Jammu on 30.01.2024 
and was on 04 days Police 
remand as per the order of 
Learned 3rd Additional Munsiff 
Court, Jammu.

The police spokesman fur-
ther stated that district Police 
Jammu suspended two officials 

and attached SHO Gandhi nagar 
to DPL, showing its commit-
ment to a thorough and trans-
parent investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding his 
death. The District Magistrate 
Jammu has been requested for 
initiating Magisterial Enquiry 
into the incident.

As per standard protocol, the 
dead body of the accused was 
shifted to GMC, Bakshi Nagar 
Jammu and request has been 
made for the constitution of 
Board of Doctors for conducting 
autopsy in presence of Executive 
Magistrate 1st Class to deter-
mine the cause of death, he said.

District Police Jammu under-
stands the public's concern and 
emphasizes its commitment to 
upholding the highest standards 
of accountability and transpar-
ency in law enforcement opera-
tions, reads the statement.

Press Trust Of India

Jammu and Kashmir Director 
General of Police R R Swain 
has called for a strict and well-
planned action against the 

criminals involved in drug ped-
dling in the Union Territory.

"The (narcotic) trade is ex-
tremely dangerous, as it not 
only destroys the younger 
generation but | More on P6

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: In a distressing 
turn of events, the recent de-
nial of Registration Return 
Forms (RRFs) by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of School 
Education (BOSE) to private 
schools has led to shock and 
despair among parents and stu-
dents alike. At the center of this 
storm is the Saint Joseph School 
in Baramulla, with a century-
old legacy in North Kashmir.

The school is on the verge of 
closure as authorities have re-
fused to register the students 
from this school for board ex-
aminations in absence of land 
lease documents.

The school has asked the 
parents of students in Classes 
9, 10, 11, and 12 to "eke out of 
the situation" and decide about 
the future of their children in 
view of the refusal by the Board 

of School Education to register 
their wards for examinations.

The school, which was estab-
lished in 1905, is operating on 
state land in Baramulla district.

“St. Joseph's School in 

Baramulla was established in 
1905 on land leased from the 
government. In 2018, before the 
lease expired, the school man-
agement sought renewal from 
the Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Despite submitting 
all necessary documents and 
recommendations, the renew-
al file has been pending with 
the Divisional Commissioner 
since April 2022.Although the 
school received a No Objection 
Certificate (NOC) from the 
Revenue Department, efforts 
to renew affiliation and register 
students have been futile, caus-
ing distress among students 
and parents due to the inconve-
nience caused | More on P6

DHSK Calls For Curbing Unethical 
Testing Practices In Kashmir
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: In a bid to curb un-
ethical practices in medical 
testing, Dr. Mushtaq Rather, 
Director Health Services in 
Kashmir (DHSK) has called for 
addressing the proliferation 
of agents and touts employed 
by private testing labs out-
side government healthcare 
facilities.

A circular, a copy of which 
lies with Kashmir Observer, 
DHSK urged government hos-
pital officials to take deci-
sive measures to discourage 
such practices, emphasizing 
the importance of upholding 

ethical standards in healthcare 
delivery.

The circular highlights con-
cerns regarding the exploita-
tion of patients by agents and 
touts who persuade them to 
undergo medical tests pri-
vately, despite the availabil-
ity of testing facilities within 

government healthcare insti-
tutions. This practice not only 
undermines the credibility of 
government healthcare servic-
es but also puts undue financial 
burden on patients.

“It has come to the notice of 
undersigned that some agents 
/touts employed by differ-
ent Private Testing Labs out-
side Government Health Care 
Facilities are motivating pa-
tients for carrying-out medical 
tests privately despite having 
such testing facilities available 
in Government Health Care 
Facilities.” the circular states.

“To address this issue, it is 
emphasized | More on P6

LOWEST TEMP
IN 16 YRS

Qazigund: -9.4°C
Previous Record: -12.2°C  
on Feb 13, 2008
Batote: -3.8°C
Previous Record: -4.0°C 
on Feb 9, 2008
Banihal: -6.8°C
Previous Record: -7.7°C 
on Feb 9, 2008
Bhaderwah: -5.2°C
Previous Record : -7.8°C 
on Feb 8, 2008
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Wednesday| 06-10-2021

Srinagar | Saturday | 03-02-20242
From the principal District Judge, Srinagar

 Present : Mr. Jawad Ahmad 
 Noora W/o Late Abdul Samad Thakoo 
R/o Syed Hamidpora Nawab Bazar Srinagar

Applicant
V/S

1. Saqob Samad Thakoo
2. Umer Samad Both sons of late Abdul Samad Tha-
koo R/o Syed Hamidpora, Nawab Bazar Srinagar
3. Gazala Irfan Ronga D/o Abdul Samad Thakoo R/o  
P.C Depot Parimpora Srinagar

Respondents 
 In the matter of 
Application for issuance of Succession certificate in favour of the 
petitioner(s)
Notice to public at Large
 Where the petitioners(s) FILED ABOVE TITLED PETITON BEFORE 
THIS COURT OF ISSUANCE OF SUCCESSION certificate in favour of 
Petitioner(s) in respect of Rs 4,87,060  debits and securities in name of 
Deceased Namely: Abdul Samad Thakoo  S/o Gh Mohd Thakoo R/o Syed 
Hamidpora, Nawab Bazar  Srinagar who died on 15-10-2023. The petition 
is pending disposal before this court and the next date of hearing is fixed 
on  19-02-2024
Public Notice is hereby issued, informing all and sundry through the drom 
of this proclamation that at any anyone has any objection for issuance of 
succession certificate, he/she / they shall appear before this court either 
personally or through counsel or any authorized agent and file objections 
on or before 19-02-2024. Failing which the petition will be taken up and 
appropriate orders will be passed in the same
In case, the date fixed is declared as holiday the matter shall be taken on 
the next working day.
Given under my hand and seal of this court on  

Jawad Ahmad 
nj Principal District Judge, Srinagar

Public Notice
I have lost my Passport bearing no: H9031043 while traelling from Punjab to Sri-
nagar. Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection 
in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the Regional Passport 
Office Srinagar within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this no-
tice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Ali Abbas Wani
S/O Showkat Ali Wani x
R/O Wani Manzil, Sazgaripora, Bala, Hawal, Sgr 190001 

Public Notice
I have lost my DOB certificate issued by Srinagar Municipal Corporation 
. Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the above 
mentioned office within a period of seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.  
Bilal Ahmad Guroo 
S/o Ghulam Ahmad Guroo  nj
R/o Imran Gali Mehjoor Nagar Srinagar

Public Notice
 I have applied for the issuance of DOB certificate for my ward namely 
Naima Zehra (dob: 14-03-2014  and Mohammad Hussain (DOB: 04-04-
2015). If anybody has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of the Municipality Committee Magam within 
a period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.
Gh Mohd Wani 
F/o Naima Zehra & Mohammad Hussain
R/o Zakir Mohalla Magam bmg

Public Notice
 My DOB has been wrongly written in my Aadhaar Card as 16-
10-2010 while mycorrect DOB is 16-07-2010  which needs to 
be corrected. If anybody has any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/her objection in the concerned office within a 
period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Syed Amaan Ahmad bmg
S/o Syed Imtiyaz Ahmad R/o Wailoo Kunzer

nj

Public Notice
I have lost my DOB certificate of my son Mohsin Maqsood Wani   
(DOB 01-02-2022)  issued by Srinagar Municipal Corporation . 
Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in 
the above mentioned office within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.  
Maqsood Ahmad Wani
F/o Mohsin Maqsood Wani NJ
R/O Badiwader Kreshibal Srinagar

Public Notice
I have lost my DOB certificate of my son Farhan Ashraf Wani   
(DOB 01-01-2022)  issued by Srinagar Municipal Corporation . 
Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in 
the above mentioned office within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.  
Mohd Ashraf Wani
F/o Farhan Ashran Wani
R/o Badiwader Kreshibal Srinagar NJ

Public Notice
I have lost my DOB certificate of my son  Hammad Bin Rouf   
(DOB 11-04-2019)  issued by Srinagar Municipal Corporation . 
Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in 
the above mentioned office within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.  
 Rouf Ahmad Naik 
F/o Hammad Bin Rouf R/o Pahloo Kulgam  nj

Public Notice
I have lost my DOB certificate of my son   Tanveer Ahmad Malla   
(DOB 23-05-2006)  issued by Srinagar Municipal Corporation . 
Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in 
the above mentioned office within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained.  
Wali Mohammad Malla F/o Tanveer Ahmad Malla
 R/o Check Mujgund Srinagar nj

Public Notice
I have lost my DOB certificate of my son   Hammad Bhat   (DOB 
20-02-2019)  issued by Srinagar Municipal Corporation . Now I 
have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
above mentioned office within a period of seven days from the 
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall 
be entertained.  
Aijaz Ahmad Bhat F/o Hammad Bhat
R/o Tengpora Zoonimar Srinagar  nj

Public Notice
I have lost my DOB certificate of my wards   1. Sahil Nabi (DOB 
05-12-2011)   2. . Mehvish Nabi (DOB 10-12-2010)   issued by 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation . Now I have applied for the 
duplicate of the same if anybody has any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection in the above mentioned office 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.  
  Ghulam Nabi Bhat
F/o Sahil Nabi &  Mehvish Nabi
R/O  Sangam Idd Gah Srinagar  nj

Office of the Assistatn Regional 
Transport Officer Budgam Kashmir 

NOTICE 
Whereas an application  for Re-
Registration and Change of Addressof 
ownership has been received from owner 
of vehicle no DL3CAH- 1564.
Namely Sh. Lateef Ahmad S/o Bashir 
Ahmad Dar R/o Shippora  Budgam  Type of 
Vehicle Wagon R 
Now therefor it is notified for the information of the 
general public that  objections if any to the proposed  
Re-Registration / Change of address  shall be filled in 
writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport  
office ARTO Budgam within a period of 7 days from the 
date of publication of this notice  in  the daily Kashmir 
Observer . 

ARTO/BUD/2300
  DATED 24-01-24

Assistatn Regional Transport 
Officer Budgam Kashmir 

Govt of Jammu and Kashmir  

Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) 
CPO Chowk, Panjtirthi , Jammu / Zamzam Complex Rambagh Srinagar.

 www.jkss.nic.in  

NOTIFICATION

DIPK-15912/23
dated: 02-02-2024

Government Of Jammu And Kashmir

Jammu & Kashmir Services Selection Board
CPO Chowk Panjtirthi, Jammu/ Zamzam Complex Rambagh Srinagar.

www.jkssb.nic.in

Subject: Document Verification of candidates falling under consideration zone for the  post of 
Labour Inspector – regarding.

NOTIFICATION

The Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB), vide Notification No.JKSSB-
COE0EXAM(UT)/06/2023-04(7110979),dated: 31-05-2023, issued the result/score-sheet of the 
candidates who appeared in theCBT BasedWritten Examination held on 06-02-2023 for the post 
of Labour Inspector (UT Cadre), Labour& Employment Department advertised vide Advertisement 
Notification No. 04 of 2020 under Item No. 66.
Accordingly, keeping in view the need and objective to fill all requisitioned vacancies, the candidates 
who are falling under the consideration zone for the aforementioned post, given in Annexure-A 
to this notification, are hereby called upon to appear physically before the designated Document 
Verification Committees of the Board for the verification/scrutiny of their documents/certificates 
as per the schedule and venue indicated against each. 
The candidates are required to produce following original documents/certificates in original, along-
withone set of self-attested copies, before the designated Document Verification Committee(s):
1. Copy of Online Application Form.
2. Two passport size recent colour photographs.
3. One original photo ID Proof i.e. Aadhar card/Voter Card/Pan Card/Passport etc.
4. D.O.B Certificate (10th Diploma/Marks card).
5. Valid Category Certificate, if belongs to reserved categories.
6. Domicile Certificate.
7. 10+2 Marks Sheet/Diploma.
8. Post Graduate Degree in Economics/Business/Administration/Commerce/Statistics 
from recognized University.
9. Bonafide certificate on the format prescribed by the Board duly issued by the Controller/
Registrar of the concerned University/Institute in respect of candidates, who have obtained the 
qualification from outside the UT of J&K.
10. Other documents/certificates as per prescribed qualification mentioned in the 
Advertisement Notification.

The candidate(s) who fail to appear before the respective Document Verification Committee(s) on 
the scheduled date shall forfeit their right to selection.
 

Sd/-
Reyaz Ahmad Malik(JKAS)
Controller of Examinations

J&K Services Selection Board
No.JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/49/2023-03 (7209083)   
DIPK-15921/23 
Dated:02-02-2024

Government Of Jammu And Kashmir  

Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt. 
Ground Water Division Srinagar Baghi-Ali-Mardan, 

Nowshara Srinagar  
M/S Chinar Drillers. 
Prop. Shri Ab. Rashid Bhat 
R/o Gawkadal Srinagar  
Contact No: +917780932633   NO: JS-PHE/GWDS/Corrs. 9888-94  
E-mail : chinardrillers@gmail.com   Dated: 02-02-2024

NOTICE No 2nd

Subject: - Construction of Gravel Packed Production Well at WSS Babagund. Pulwama 
under District CAPEX.

Reference: - 1. Your letter No. CD: CD312, Dated: 25-01-2024.
  2. This office letter No: 9681-86, dated: 24-01-2024.
  3. Assistant Executive Engineer Drilling Sub-Division llnd's letter No 
JS-PHE/GWD/DSD2/683, Dt: 02-01-2024 & No: 456-57, dated: 14-10-2023.
  5. This office allotment order No.-JS-PHE/GWDS/44 of 2023-24, 
issued vide endorsement No: 6324-36, dated: 04-11-2023.
  6. This office letter No: PHE/GWD/2023-24/TS/5933-37, 
dated: 27-10-2023.

Sir,

In continuation to the subject & references cited above, you are once requested to mobi-
lize your men and machinery to the alternate site within 3 days from the issuance of this 
letter, failing which action under rules, shall be initiated against your firm. It is pertinent 
to mention here that as per the technical specification of the allotment order issued vide 
reference No: 4 which is reproduced as under,

"If the discharge of the well is below the minimum 4000 GPH discharge, the well shall not 
be taken over by the concerned Division and no payment shall be made in favour of the 
bidder/agency/firm

DIPK-15925/23 
dated: 02-02-2024

Executive Engineer 
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt. 

Ground Water Division Srinagar

In The Court Of Executive Magistrate 
1st Class Kaprin

Subject: Application of Gh Mohi Ud Din Teli S/o Ab Ahad Teli R/o Bemnipora 
Tehsil and  District Shoplan for registration of event of  Birth ( delayed entry) 
of his Son namely  Saif ul Islam

PUBLICATION NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC
Whereas the applicant named above has filed present application for Issu-
ance of birth certificate of his Son with date of birth as 06-03-2009
As such notice is issued in the name of general public that in case anybody 
has any objections regarding the entry of birth record of applicant's  Sons with  
the office of Registrar (Births & Deaths)/Block Development Officer KAPRAN  
then he/she/they can file objections to same in this court within 07 days from 
the date of publication of this notice, failing which application shall be de-
cided in accordance with the mandate of law.
Issued under seal and signature of this court today on 18-01-2024 

Executive Magistrate 
FKO 1st Class Kaprin

The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

SUB-OFFICE BANDIPORA
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is claiming to have 
lost the original marks certificate of 10th    session Bi-Annual  
2011 issued by the board of School Education under Below 
mentioned particulars 
Name :  Nazima Hassan
S/o:  Gh Hassan Mir
Roll No: 407514
 Year & Session    2011 Bi-Annual

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Marks Card. Anybody (if) having 
any objection may file the some before undersigned with (07) Seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated 
as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bb Board Of School Education 

Sub Office Bandipora

PUBLIC NOTICE
 I Majid Ali Mir, intends to apply in the department of Tourism for Registration of my 
proposed Travel unit under the name and style “M/s Al- Rasool Tour and Travels” 
situated at  Budgam under Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12. Whereas, I will sub-
mit relevant documents to the department of Tourism as per prescribed checklist 
prior to Registration of my unit as a Travel Agency. Now as per J&K Registration of 
Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12, before my case is processed for registration by 
the competent Authority, the matter is hereby notified for information of general 
Public/Financial/Institutions/Bank/organizations, etc. for objection, if any and the 
same should reach
to the Deputy Director Tourism Registration(e-mail ID:- ddtreg123@gmail.com) 
within a period of 07 days from the publication of this notice in leading local news-
papers of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 07 days shall be entertained.  

nj

THE JAMMU  AND KASHMIR  
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION 

Branch Office Sumbal
ATTENTION PLEASE

The applicant whose photograph is published in the notice 
claims to have lost his/her original Character Certificate, Dis-
charge Certificate, Marks Card of class 10th   issued by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education with following 
particulars:-
Name - Uzra Hamid
Parentage - Abdul Hameed Kawa
Roll number - 2628294,   
Class -  10th,  
Session-  2019,  
Now the candidate has applied for the Character Certificate, Discharge Certifi-
cate, Marks Card. If anybody having any objection may file the same before un-
dersigned within seven days from the date of publication of this notice. Besides, 
the original marks card may be treated as cancelled.
sako Sd/=
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 6 : 03

ZUHR 12:44

ASR 4: 22

Magrib 6:04
ISHA 7: 26

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

22 Rajab

1445

Crafting Wealth 
Through Strategic 
Investments
Irshad Muhstaq

I
nvesting in the Nifty (Nifty Bees) 
-ETF in 2013 with Rs 1 crore would be 
worth just Rs 3.65 cr today. In com-
parison, the Parag Parikh Flexi Cap 

Mutual Fund would have turned the same 
amount into Rs 6.60 crore in the same pe-
riod. Gold, on the other hand, would have 
only grown to Rs 2 crore, and a fixed de-
posit at 7% per annum would be at Rs 2.27 
crore after 11 years.

This goes to show that investing in the 
equity market can be highly rewarding, but 
it requires the right strategy and a diversi-
fied portfolio. Many people lose money be-
cause they invest in the wrong stocks, fol-
low hot tips without doing proper research, 
or lack a quality holding in their portfolio.

The key is to seek expert advice and 
work with trusted, experienced profession-
als to grow your wealth over time. Just like 
you would consult a good doctor or lawyer 
for your health and legal matters, financial 
health also requires a trusted consultant.

— Author is NISM qualified, Mutual 
Fund advisor and distributor having expe-
rience of 18 years in financial market

CS Takes Stock Of Dal 
Conservation, Beautification

Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL)
Office Of The Executive Engineer 

Electric Division Budgam
E-mail:edbudgam@gmail.comTelNo:01951-255218

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

 
  

 

 

 

For and on behalf of Managing Director KPDCL, e-Tenders, are hereby invited from registered 

transporters/vehicle owners for the Annual Rate Contract for hiring of commercial vehicles as detailed 

below, against the e-NIT Nos. as mentioned.; 

NIT No: EDB_135_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:31-01-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Creation of Substation along with HT LT Network Improvement under the 
jurisdiction of KPDCL Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 13.52 Lacs 

Completion 

period 
20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_136_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Creation of Substation along with HT LT Network at various places under the 
Jurisdication of KPDCL Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 11.27 Lacs 

Completion 

period 
20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_137_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Installation of Street Lights at various places under the jurisdiction of KPDCL 
Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 20.74 Lacs 

Completion 

period 

20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_138_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Creation of Substation, Upgradation of Substation along with improvement of 
Network at various plances under the jurisdication of KPDCL Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 26.45 Lacs 

Completion 

period 

20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_139_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Creation of Substation, Upgradation of Substation along with improvement of 
Network at various plances under the jurisdication of KPDCL Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 23.75 Lacs 

Completion 

period 

20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_140_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Installation of Street Lights at various places under the jurisdiction of KPDCL 
Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 10.27 Lacs 

Completion 

period 

20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_141_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Improvement of HT/LT Network at various places under the jurisdication of KPDCL 
Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 14.32 Lacs 

Completion 

period 

20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_142_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Creation of Substation along with HT LT Network at various places under the 
Jurisdication of KPDCL Budgam 

Estimated Cost INR 38.45 Lacs 

Completion 

period 

20 Days 

NIT No: EDB_143_ 
of_2023_24 
Dated:01-02-24 

Name of 

work(s) 

Procurement of 30 kVA 3Phase automatic voltage stabilizer for PHC Kralnewa 

Estimated Cost INR 2.43 Lacs 

Completion 

period 

20 Days 

 

The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view or 

download the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to date as per the 

details mentioned in the table below: 

 
A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document The standard Bidding Document can be 

downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in 
from  

B Sale of Bid Document (Start) 01-02-2024; 4:00 PM 
C Sale of Bid Document (End) 01-02-2024; 4:00 PM 
D Clarification start date 09-02-2024, 2:00PM 
E Clarification End date 02-02-2024; 11:00 AM 
F e-Bid submission (start) date and time (submission of e-tender 

fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 
03-02-2024; 4:00 PM 

G e-Bid submission (End) date and time  
(submission of e-tender fee, EMD and other supporting 
documents in PDF/XLS format) 

04-02-2024; 10:00 AM 

H Hard Copy of e-tender fee and EMD Instrument & Affidavit that 
the Firm/Contractor  is not Black listed by any  of the Govt. 
Offices. 

09-02-2024, 2:00PM 

I Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time Up-to 09-02-2024; 02:00 PM in office of the 
Executive Engineer ED- Budgam 

J Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the 
technically qualified bidders) 

09-02-2024; 4:00PM 

K Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids Will be communicated to the technically 
qualified bidders 

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. 

No: EDB/8292 
                       Dated: 02-02-2024.     Sd/- 

  Executive Engineer, 
Electric Division Budgam. 

 : 

DIPK-NB-5518/23
dated: 02-02-2024jm

This Day in History
•	 1488 - Bartolomeu Dias discovers Mosselbaai 

(Angra dos Vaqueros)
•	 1509 - The Battle of Diu, naval battle at port of 

Diu, India between Portugal and the Ottoman
•	 Empire, establishes Portugese trading control
•	 1783 - Spain recognizes US independence
•	 1807 - A British military force, under Brigadier-

General Sir Samuel Auchmuty captures the 
city of Montevideo in the Battle of Montevideo, 
then part of the Spanish Empire now capital of 
Uruguay (Napoleonic Wars)

•	 1815 - World&39’s first commercial cheese fac-
tory established, in Switzerland.

•	 1830 - The sovereignty of Greece confirmed in a 
London Protocol

•	 1834 - Wake Forest University is established in 
North Carolina

•	 1860 - Thomas Clemson takes office as 1st US 
superintendent of agriculture

•	 1865 - Hampton Roads Peace Conference, Lin-
coln &amp; Stephens reach an impasse

•	 1867 - Prince Mutsuhito, 14, becomes Emperor 
Meiji of Japan (1867-1912)

•	 1870 - US state of Iowa ratifies the 15th Amend-
ment of the United States Constitution allow-
ing suffrage for all races &amp; colour

•	 1876 - Albert Spalding with $800 starts sporting 
goods co, manufacturing 1st official baseball,

•	 1915 - Turkish &amp; German army reach Suez 
Canal

•	 1924 - Switzerland claims the inaugural Olym-
pic bobsleigh gold medal at the Chamonix 
Games,  ahead of Great Britain and Belgium

•	 1928 - Paleoanthropologist Davidson Black re-
ports his findings on the ancient human fossils  
found at Zhoukoudian, China in the journal 

Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo Friday took re-
view of the measures taken 
so far for the beautification 
and cleansing of the famous 
Dal and Nigeen Lakes here.

The meeting was at-
tended by Commissioner 
Secretary, H&UDD; VC, 
Lakes Conservation & 
Management Authority 
(LCMA) besides other con-
cerned officers.

During this meeting 
the Chief Secretary took 
note of the measures tak-
en so far for the cleaning, 
beautification and conser-
vation of this fresh water 
body. He observed that the 
lake has the significance 
of an insignia in terms of 
the tourism value of Sri-
nagar city and needs our 
prior attention and focus 
for development.

He also emphasized 
upon taking effective mea-
sures to control the en-
croachment in the restrict-
ed area. He asked them to 
enhance the enforcement 
mechanism and ensure 
that no illegal structures 
are raised in the lake area. 
He called for showing zero 
tolerance towards any 
of the unlawful activity 
deemed detrimental for the 
health of the lake.

Dulloo called for pre-

serving the environment of 
the lake besides taking oth-
er scientific measures for 
its conservation. He asked 
for making concerted ef-
forts to remove the weeds 
and lily pads from the wa-
ter surface. He stressed on 
restricting the untreated 
waste water into from go-
ing into the lake and op-
timal use of the STPs de-
veloped for preserving the 
lake from pollution.

Regarding the beau-
tification of the lake the 
Chief Secretary asked for 
completing all the ongoing 
projects like installation of 
aerators and fountain clus-
ters at different spots in 
the lake. He even asked for 
making a breakthrough in 
installation of the musical 
and high jet fountain in the 
lake as per the proposal.

The Chief Secretary 
also took note of the imple-
mentation of Rs 273 Cr Dal 
Lake conservation plan 
which includes compo-
nents like dredging, catch-
ment area management, 
development of sewerage 
network, Eco-parks, View-
ing decks/jetties/ghats be-
sides completion of other 
conservation works.

He even advised for ex-
ploring the possibility of 
the construction of ‘Ferris 
Wheel’ in PPP mode inside 
the lake area. He asked for 
seeking the consultancy 
services regarding the 
best possible mechanism 
of getting it installed here. 
He also asked for looking 
into the establishment of 
STP at Gupta Ganga as 
requested by the conserva-
tion authority.

In his presentation the 
Vice Chairperson LCMA, 
Bashir Ahmad threw light 
on different measures tak-
en by them to conserve this 
water body. He also pro-
vided details of the projects 
completed so far and the 
physical progress of those 
under execution.

It was given out that 
the lake area has not de-
creased as per the earliest 
possible available records 
(1985 settlement by Sir 
Walter Lawrence). It was 
revealed that the area is 
almost same as per the ETS 
survey carried out in 2009 
and satellite imagery.

Moreover the authority 
had carried out delineation 
of Lake boundary for the 
first time, l besides carry-
ing out drone survey done 
through SOI in the years 

City Siblings 
Inspires Youth To 
Be Self-Sustaining 
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Two well-educated sisters hailing 
from Srinagar district have embarked on 
a journey to become financially indepen-
dent and create job opportunities for others 
through their fabric business.

Anju Baqal, an M.Com and B.Ed graduate, 
alongside her sister Yasmeen Baqal, who holds 
an M.Tech degree, has established the business 
venture 'Abena Fabric' in Sadrabal Hazratbal.

Anju said her entrepreneurial journey 
dates back to her childhood.

"From a young age, I had a keen inter-
est in pursuing a business related to art and 
design, and to create employment opportu-
nities for others,” she said. “With a positive 
mindset to become financially independent 
and create job opportunities for others, I 
have started this wonderful life journey with 
my sister.”

Anju said before starting the business, 
she worked as a team leader at several plac-
es. Thereafter, I discussed the idea with sis-
ters and parents who provided financial sup-
port to kickstart the venture, she said.

“The primary goal behind our business is 
to serve as an inspiration for the younger gener-
ation and cultivate a positive mindset towards 
women's entrepreneurship,” Baqal added.

Anju has a message to individuals await-
ing job opportunities, and urged them to 
move beyond “daydreaming”. “My advice 
is for those who keep waiting for jobs and 
expecting miracles. They should start small 
and prove their capabilities," Baqal stressed.

Anju encouraged the youth, particularly 
women, to explore entrepreneurship instead 
of solely pursuing government jobs. “With 
determination, they can establish small 
businesses, achieve independence and lead 
fulfilling lives,” she said. 
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Wrong Answers Only
JKSSB Prioritizes Obstinacy

 Over Meritocracy 
T

he Jammu and Kashmir Servic-
es Selection Board (JKSSB) has 
got another feather in its cap by 
yet again successfully releasing 

grossly and blatantly erroneous answer 
keys. This time the dust settles on the 
Finance Accountant Assistant examina-
tion, a familiar sense of disappointment 
and frustration lingers in the air. The 
release of answer keys, meant to provide 
clarity and closure, instead reveals a 
troubling pattern of errors and inaccura-
cies. This is not an isolated occurrence 
but rather part of a pattern that has be-
come all too familiar for candidates ap-
pearing in the competitive government 
exams in J&K.

In the latest examination conducted 
by JKSSB for the Finance Accountant 
Assistant aspirants, the candidates after 
appearing in the examination were left 
perplexed and dismayed upon reviewing 
the answer keys. 

Discrepancies identified are multi-
farious, with several questions featuring 
correct questions with wrong answers, 
accurate questions with incorrect op-
tions, and troublingly, instances where 
both questions and options are erroneous. 
Some questions have ambiguous wording 
leading to confusion among test-takers. 
In some cases, questions and answers are 
correct but their answer keys are wrong. 
These inconsistencies undermine trust 
and demand urgent rectification to en-
sure fair assessments for aspirants.

Such oversights not only undermine 
the integrity of the examination process 
but also raise serious doubts about the 
competency and diligence of the board 
responsible for administering these cru-
cial assessments.

What is particularly alarming is that 
this is not the first instance of JKSSB fac-
ing criticism for faulty answer keys or 
other irregularities. In fact, it has become 
somewhat of a recurring issue, with past 
examinations also marred by similar ir-
regularities. Despite assurances of im-
proved procedures and greater attention 
to detail, the board seems to have become 
accustomed to these blunders, failing to 
address the underlying systemic issues 
that perpetuate such errors.

Last year, in the same way, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Administrative Service 
(JKAS) prelims answer keys were marred 
with discrepancies. Following the release 
of the answer key, candidates raised 
objections citing numerous inaccura-
cies and inconsistencies. However, their 
grievances were met with an unsatisfac-
tory response from the commission, forc-

ing some aspirants to resort to legal action 
by approaching the courts for redressal.

The painstaking efforts invested in 
rigorous preparation, often spanning 
months or even years, are met with frus-
tration and despair upon encountering 
faulty answer keys. For many, the pros-
pect of achieving their career aspirations 
becomes increasingly elusive, leading to 
feelings of disillusionment, anxiety, and 
self-doubt. The psychological burden of 
navigating through successive disap-
pointments takes a toll on their mental 
health and overall well-being

The recurrence of these incidents 
not only erodes the trust and confidence 
of aspirants in the fairness of the exami-
nation process but also casts a shadow 
of doubt on the credibility of the institu-
tions entrusted with conducting these 
assessments. For candidates who invest 
considerable time, effort, and resources 
in preparing for these competitive ex-
ams, such setbacks can have far-reach-
ing consequences, potentially derailing 
their career aspirations and causing un-
due stress and anxiety.

Is this what the youth of J&K de-
serve? Being an aspirant for a govern-
ment job in Kashmir is now a sort of an 
expletive. Such scams, wrong answer 
keys, inefficient and embarrassing re-
cruitment cycles have made a joke out 
of the competent aspirants from J&K. 
Studies, reports, policies and promises 
are released but an aspirant from J&K 
continues to remain a mere data point – 
one among the xyz percentage of unem-
ployed youth. 

The joke is on the recruitment agen-
cies who refuse to look at the ABCs. Aspi-

rants assemble at their offices exam after 
exam, making senior officials sit down, 
opening NCERTs after NCERTs and re-
minding them of the school lessons that 
they seemed to have skipped. There’s only 
one right answer and it is not supposed to 
be decided by JKSSB’s obstinacy. 

In addition to the immediate impact 
on individual candidates, the persistent 
failure of exam conducting bodies to en-
sure transparency reflects poorly on the 
overall governance and accountability 
framework governing recruitment pro-
cesses in Jammu and Kashmir. It under-
scores the urgent need for greater trans-
parency, oversight, and accountability 
measures to be instituted to prevent such 
lapses from recurring in the future.

In the competitive examinations, 
where every fraction of a point can tip 
the scales of success, the accuracy of an-
swer keys holds immense significance. 
However, the journey from challenging 
an incorrect answer key to achieving 
rectification is often fraught with obsta-
cles. When students approach the board 
or JKPSC with well-researched repre-
sentations, as they did it JKAS prelims 
exams last year, pointing out specific 
errors and providing clear evidence, 
the expectation is for transparency and 
rectification. Yet, the reality often falls 
short, with boards displaying an alarm-
ing reluctance to correct their mistakes, 
thereby jeopardizing the principles of 
meritocracy.

Upon the release of answer keys by 
exam conducting bodies, it is not uncom-
mon for aspirants to meticulously scruti-
nize them. Armed with their knowledge 
and diligent preparation, students often 

identify discrepancies where questions 
have been erroneously marked. With ut-
most clarity, they present their represen-
tations to the board, outlining precisely 
how and why certain questions have been 
incorrectly assessed. However, despite 
presenting their case in a crystal-clear 
manner, backed by compelling evidence, 
the response from the board can be dis-
hearteningly 

This not only breeds disillusionment 
among aspirants but also perpetuates 
a culture of distrust in institutions re-
sponsible for conducting examinations 
and facilitating recruitment. JKSSB pri-
oritizes obstinacy over meritocracy. By 
prioritizing obstinacy over meritocracy, 
JKSSB not only fails its duty to ensure 
a level playing field for all aspirants but 
also erodes the trust and confidence of 
stakeholders in the integrity of the re-
cruitment process.

Moving forward, it is imperative 
that JKSSB and other exam conducting 
authorities in the region take proactive 
steps to address these systemic deficien-
cies and restore the already lost faith in 
the integrity of the recruitment process. 
This includes implementing robust qual-
ity assurance mechanisms, conducting 
thorough reviews of answer keys prior to 
their release. There needs to be greater 
engagement and collaboration between 
exam conducting bodies, academic ex-
perts, and stakeholders to ensure that 
question papers are meticulously crafted 
and thoroughly vetted to minimize the 
risk of errors and ambiguities. 

Much water has flown down  the Jhe-
lum , now it is imperative that corrective 
measures are implemented expeditious-
ly to prevent such lapses from recurring 
and uphold the principles of fairness, 
transparency, and accountability in the 
recruitment process in J&K. 

The Governor of J&K has spent the 
past few errors fixing the recruitment 
cycles and holding agencies account-
able, yet their standards remain ever 
abysmal. Imagine being an aspirant in a 
state where wrong answers get you the 
right jobs. 

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial stance 
of Kashmir Observer

Author is a Kashmir based columnist. 
He tweets at ummar_jamal . He can be 
reached at umarjamal968@gmail.com

Being an aspirant 
for a government job 
in Kashmir is now a 
sort of an expletive. 
Such scams, wrong 
answer keys, inefficient 
and embarrassing 
recruitment cycles have 
made a joke out of the 
competent aspirants 
from J&K. Studies, 
reports, policies and 
promises are released 
but an aspirant from 
J&K continues to 
remain a mere data 
point – one among 
the xyz percentage of 
unemployed youth

Interim Budget 2024
No Tall Promises And Walking The Talk

RC Bhargava

T
he finance minister has general-
ly delivered more than what she 
promises in her budgets. The gov-
ernment has also avoided mak-

ing tall promises and then falling short on 
implementation. This interim budget is 
in accordance with those standards. The 
government believes that actions and per-
formance during its term in office would 
be far more effective in establishing cred-
ibility with the voters than rhetoric and 
tall promises. Its position is that what it 
has done for different sections of the pop-
ulation—especially for the poor, women, 
farmers and the youth—will stand it in 
good stead in the polls, and there is no 
need for a populist stance in the budget 
and promise doles and giveaways.

The finance minister, of course, did 
not forget that elections are due shortly. 
She very effectively communicated all 
the schemes and programmes that the 
government has implemented over the 
last decade, and which have led to the 
credibility of the Prime Minister reach-
ing levels far higher than that of any 
other leader since Independence. These 
programmes have visibly improved the 
living standards of many. That will be 

enough to give them an adequate margin 
over all others.

If anything in the budget could be 
called populist by critics, it is the pro-
posal to write off old pending tax claims 
to the extent of `25,000 for upto 2009-10 and 
Rs 10,000 for the period upto 2014-15. This 
step will free the tax officers to concen-
trate on more productive work instead of 
chasing small claims, and in many cases, 
claims that cannot or should not be re-
alised. The possible benefits would be less 
than the cost incurred.

Women have, in recent years, been 
major beneficiaries of government pro-
grammes. House-building schemes, the 
supply of water and cooking fuel to vil-
lages, toilets in schools, the abolition of 
triple talaq, the direct transfer of benefits, 
and the reservation of seats for women 
have given women greater freedom and 
a better life. The finance minister men-
tioned all of these, and women voters, 
especially rural ones, would associate 
the change in their lives with the Prime 
Minister. The change in the environment 
for doing business was brought home to 
businessmen and industrialists by the 
reference to GST, the changes in the tax 
assessment system, and the reduction 
in the scope for corruption owing to the 

revised processes. The substantial in-
frastructure building in the country has 
benefitted almost everyone. The overall 
progress of the country was subtly indi-
cated by the reference to the G20 meeting. 
The clincher was the mention of the Ram 
Mandir in Ayodhya and the climate of op-
timism in the country.

The finance minister left all direct 
and indirect taxes unchanged. This was 
not unexpected and, considering that 
this is an interim budget, was the right 
thing to do.

She announced that another 20 mil-
lion houses would be built in the next 
five years under the existing scheme. 
The past performance in implement-
ing the housing schemes will lend great 
credibility to this. A scheme to enable 
the middle class to build houses has been 
announced. Owning a house is one of the 
major aspirations of most Indians and 
these programmes will thus be welcomed 
by all. Economically, house-building 
has great merit as a driver of economic 
growth. It creates a lot of employment, 
and because of its linkages, results in 
creating a demand for a large and varied 
number of products. 

The scheme for providing rooftop 
solar panels recently announced by the 

PM and mentioned by the finance minis-
ter has great potential for improving the 
quality of life of the poor. Its implementa-
tion and the maintenance of the panels by 
the beneficiaries would be critical for its 
long-term success.

The importance being attached to the 
bio-fuel sector is welcome. The use of all 
animal, agricultural, and human waste in 
the country has enormous potential for 
our energy security and for meeting the 
carbon neutrality goal. The fallout for the 
the Swachh Bharat programme will be an 
ancillary benefit.

Long-term interest-free loans to 
states for reforming administration will 
be watched with much interest. People 
interact with state administrations in 
most matters related to their daily lives. 
If they also become more citizen-centric 
and think of citizens as customers who 
make their existence possible, the vision 
of Ram Rajya will be realised.

The financial figures revealed by the 
finance minister are indicative of the 
fact that the government has been work-
ing with great financial prudence. There 
were no overruns of the estimates. What 
has surprised many is the government’s 
indication that the fiscal deficit for FY25 
would be 5.1%. This is despite increas-

ing the capex budget by about 11%. The 
general expectation was that the figure 
would be closer to 5.4-5.5%. This, along 
with the lower borrowing targets, shows 
the commitment to keep financial man-
agement on the right track and not giv-
ing way to populist demands, especially 
with elections due. The budget makes us 
realise that the government has been suc-
cessful in implementing not only much 
larger infrastructure and developmental 
programmes, but has also been able to 
find funds for a multitude of programmes 
that benefit the more vulnerable sections 
of the population. This was never possible 
in the past decades.

The finance minister deserves to be 
congratulated for an excellent job. She 
has set a high standard for interim bud-
gets, and possibly for all budgets. She was 
able to say all that was important clearly 
and concisely and limited her speech to 
less than an hour. She understands the 
value of time. More of us need to do so.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author's own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kashmir 
Observer. The article was originally 

published by Financial Express 

Ummar Jamal



Srinagar | Saturday | 03-02-2024 05Think
Opinion   Analysis  Essays

In Conversation With MeT Director

Kashmir's Weather Quandaries 
Majid Nabi

This winter, as the valley grap-
pled with a prolonged dry 
spell affecting various crucial 

sectors, the focus intensified on the 
profound art of forecasting—un-
raveling the mysteries of what the 
heavens held in store. Contrary to 
the usual pattern, Kashmir experi-
enced warmer days than the outside 
states, and the quest for weather 
predictions took center stage. As the 
recent snowfall in the higher reach-
es has sparked intrigue and hope, Dr 
Mukhtar Ahmad, Director Meteoro-
logical Centre Srinagar, said, "Snow-
fall following dry spells is not un-
precedented; significant snowfalls 
occurred in 2019-2021, contrast-
ing with dry periods in 2015-2018. 
Weather patterns evolve, and this 
variability is anticipated to persist."

Nevertheless, a critical query per-
sists - Can the snowfall induced by 
the Western Disturbances prove suf-
ficient to counteract the lingering 
impact of the extended dry weather?

"Kashmir valley is expected to wit-
ness severe water and power crises 
during summers, even if there is sig-
nificant snowfall, following the end 
of 40 days of the harshest period of 
winter, Chillai Kalan," he predicted.

In a conversation with Kashmir 
Observer city reporter Majid Nabi, 
Dr Mukhtar sheds light on the nu-
ances of dry spells, their far-reach-
ing impact, and the intricate artistry 
of forecasting.

Excerpts:
What was the reason for the weak 
Western Disturbances in Kashmir 
that resulted in less winter 
precipitation?

Weak Western Disturbances 
(WDs) are attributed to El Nino 
rather than climate change, as all 
previous weak WDs in Kashmir ex-
hibited average temperatures. The 
WD needs a transport mechanism 
to continue, and the current distur-
bance forming lacks moisture, hin-
dering its continuity.

When the Pacific Ocean's water 
temperature rises above average, a 
meteorological phenomenon called 
El Niño is produced which affects 
the jet stream, resulting in a warmer 
and dry winter. El Nino, which typi-
cally brings higher temperatures, re-
sulting in cloudiness and low mini-
mum temperatures, are mostly to 
blame for the above-normal maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures 
during winters.

Over the past 50 years, multiple 
strong El Nino events, including the 
current one, have disrupted the global 
atmospheric circulation pattern. Posi-
tive Northern Atlantic Ocean Oscilla-
tion is conducive to snowfall, while 
negative oscillations, like the ongoing 
one, lead to dry spells.  

How is glacier formation impacted 
by less snowfall?

Rapid glacier melting in Kashmir, 
driven by heat waves and rising tem-
peratures due to climate change is 
exacerbated by insufficient precipi-
tation. Crucially, higher reaches re-
quire snowfall for glacier formation. 
Without sufficient snowfall, glaciers 
may experience melting and reces-
sion, impacting their size and health.

In upper elevation regions com-

pared to the plains, the rate of tem-
perature increase is often greater.  Re-
search suggests that climate change 
contributes to Kashmir's diminishing 
snowfall. A one-degree Celsius tem-
perature rise correlates with a 7% 
increase in the air's moisture storage 
capacity, as per several studies.

What are its consequences on 
the water levels and other water- 
dependent sectors in the region?

Reduced glacier formation con-
tributes to a decline in water sup-
ply, as glaciers are a crucial source 
of freshwater. This has implications 
for various sectors, including agri-
culture, industry, and domestic use.

Visibly dehydrated vegetation and 
low water levels in lakes and res-
ervoirs, resulting in water scarcity, 
reduced quality of potable water, 
and effects on air quality due to ex-
tremely low humidity, are some im-

mediate effects of a dry spell in sum-
mers. In the long run, the impacts 
may include ecological destruction 
and gradual caving in of land.

The production of hydropower 
may be negatively impacted, and 
there may be less water available for 
cooling thermal and nuclear power 
plants. The volume of the water flow 
and the change in elevation—or fall, 
and often referred to as head—from 
one point to another determine the 

amount of available energy in mov-
ing water. In general, the greater the 
water flow and the higher the head, 
the more electricity a hydropower 
plant can produce.  

Have you noticed any significant 
changes in weather patterns or 
deviations from historical data in 
recent years?

Originally lasting from October 
to March, J&K's winter season is 
now limited to December and Janu-
ary. This can be linked to the global 
warming and climate change that is 
occurring right now. Additionally, 
the nature of precipitation is chang-
ing, it used to be snow, but it now 
falls as rain.

Mountains that envelop Jammu 
and Kashmir have a significant im-
pact on the region's climate. These 
mountains and the water bodies 
significantly regulate the tempera-
ture of Jammu and Kashmir which 
has a distinct environment due to 
variations in height. So, alterations 
in snowfall on the mountains has 
had an impact on the temperature 
regulation.

Forecasting in Kashmir has 
garnered considerable attention, 
with people eager to anticipate 
what comes next. How crucial 
is it to precisely predict weather 
changes?

The accuracy in weather forecast-
ing is as important as anything. As 
people eagerly await updates on 
what the future holds, the impor-
tance of precise weather forecasts 
cannot be overstated. We never 
make assumptions based on hear-
say; instead, our prognosis is always 
based on fresh research.

In Kashmir, the importance is 
heightened due to the region's di-
verse climate and the impact of 
weather on various sectors.

The emergence of independent 
forecasters in Kashmir sometimes 
leads to variations in predictions. 
How do you navigate through 
differing forecasts?

We believe in scientific research 
and employ state-of-the-art equip-
ment to foresee the weather. Our 
prediction is based on study that 
we periodically do to have an ac-
curate forecast. We have been suc-
cessful in our forecasts thus far, 
thanks to Allah. A confident fore-
cast signaling a shift in weather 
patterns by the end of January 
proved to be accurate.  

As far as the forecasts made by the 
independent forecasters are con-
cerned, they have no bearing on us. 
Despite variations from independent 
sources, the department remains 
steadfast in its commitment to deliv-
ering the most accurate and reliable 
weather information to the public.

Success Anxiety: Perfectionism's Unseen Consequence
Wasim Kakroo

In the pursuit of excellence, many of 
us find ourselves ensnared by the 
relentless grip of perfectionism. 

While the desire to achieve high 
standards can be a driving force, an 
often-overlooked consequence of 
perfectionism is the fear of success. 
This fear, rooted in the anxiety 
of not meeting ever-escalating 
expectations, can derail our journey 
towards realizing our true potential in 
various domains of life. In this article, 
we will be discussing the intricate 
relationship between perfectionism, 
the fear of success, and the 
consequent impact on our values and 
potential in key areas such as self-
worth, family, friendships, education, 
career, relationships, parenting, and 
community engagement.

UNDERSTANDING PERFECTIONISM:
Perfectionism, hailed as a com-

mendable trait, embodies a dual na-
ture that can either elevate or under-
mine individuals. This quality, fueling 
aspirations and steering us toward 
lofty objectives, acts as a catalyst for 
exceptional achievements. The pur-
suit of perfection drives one to sur-
pass boundaries, fostering innovation 
and relentless dedication to excel-
lence.

However, the very essence of per-
fectionism can transform into a 
clandestine adversary, giving rise to 
self-doubt and anxiety. The relent-
less pursuit of flawlessness often 
imposes unrealistic standards, pav-
ing the way for an unending cycle 

of dissatisfaction and unease. This 
internal pressure can morph the joy 
of accomplishment into a source of 
stress, leading to the paradoxical fear 
of success.

The fear of success, an unexpected 
consequence of perfectionism, stems 
from the heightened expectations 
accompanying triumph. Instead of 
relishing achievements, individuals 
grappling with this fear find them-
selves burdened by the anticipation 
of maintaining an impeccable record. 
Consequently, the pursuit of perfec-
tion becomes a delicate balance be-
tween ambition and self-compassion, 
requiring a nuanced approach to har-
ness its positive potential while miti-
gating its adverse effects on mental 
well-being.

THE ROOTS OF FEAR IN PERFECTIONISM
a) Striving for Unattainable 
Standards

Perfectionists, driven by an insatia-
ble desire for flawlessness, establish 
standards that surpass the bounds 
of practical achievement. In their re-
lentless pursuit of an idealized form 
of success, they inadvertently sub-
ject themselves to a perpetual cycle 
of dissatisfaction and self-doubt. The 
unattainable nature of their goals 
fosters an environment where suc-
cess becomes an elusive and anxi-
ety-inducing concept. This mindset 
not only hampers personal growth 
but also leads to chronic stress and 
burnout. Perfectionists often find 
themselves trapped in a cycle of set-
ting unreasonably high expectations, 
falling short, and experiencing a pro-

found sense of inadequacy.

b) Fear of Judgment
Perfectionists are haunted by a pro-

found dread of external judgment, 
convinced that their value hinges on 
meeting societal expectations. This 
anxiety amplifies when contemplat-
ing success, as they envision the in-
evitable scrutiny and heightened 
expectations accompanying the ful-
fillment of their goals. The fear of 
stepping into the spotlight becomes 
a formidable barrier, impeding their 
progress and preventing them from 
fully embracing their accomplish-
ments. This hesitancy stems from a 
deep-seated belief that any deviation 
from perfection will result in harsh 
criticism, reinforcing the perpetual 
cycle of anxiety and self-doubt.

c) Imposter Syndrome
Imposter syndrome, often a close 

companion of perfectionism, ex-
acerbates the anxiety surrounding 
success by fostering the notion that 
achievements are mere byproducts 
of luck rather than genuine merit. 
This psychological phenomenon 
frequently afflicts perfectionists, 
individuals who, despite their no-
table accomplishments, persistently 
harbor the fear of being unmasked 
as impostors. The relentless fear of 
inadequacy and the underlying be-
lief that success is a stroke of luck 
contribute to a persistent sense of 
fraudulent achievement. This perva-
sive anxiety hampers perfectionists' 
capacity to wholeheartedly embrace 
their successes, leaving them in a 

perpetual state of apprehension.

THE IMPACT ON SELF-VALUE:
a) Perfectionism as a Mask for Low 
Self-Esteem

Paradoxically, perfectionism, 
hailed as a pursuit of excellence, 
frequently masks a deeper issue—
underlying low self-esteem. The re-
lentless quest for flawlessness stems 
from a fear that success will lay bare 
one's inadequacies, triggering a cycle 
of self-doubt and self-sabotage. This 
paradoxical relationship between 
perfectionism and self-esteem can 
manifest in individuals constantly 
seeking unattainable standards as a 
shield against vulnerability. The fear 
of being unworthy, coupled with the 
anxiety of potential failure, creates a 
self-imposed barrier to success.

b) Strained Relationship with 
Oneself

The fear of success creates a 
tumultuous relationship within 
oneself. Perfectionists, driven by 
external achievements, grapple 
with the elusive pursuit of inter-
nal validation and satisfaction. This 
relentless quest for flawlessness 
often leads to an internal conflict, 
breeding anxiety, depression, and 
an enduring sense of unworthiness. 
Despite outward accomplishments, 
the fear of success acts as a barrier 
to personal growth and fulfillment. 
The perfectionist's relentless pur-
suit can result in a perpetual cycle 
of discontent, overshadowing their 
achievements and hindering the 
development of a healthier self-

relationship.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND FEAR OF 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE:

The fear of success infiltrates com-
munity engagement, stifling the 
potential impact of perfectionists 
on the broader society. The anxiety 
surrounding the expectations and 
responsibilities that come with mak-
ing a difference may deter them from 
actively participating in community 
initiatives.

Overcoming the Fear of Success
Breaking free from the fear of suc-

cess that perfectionism often poses is 
crucial for personal and professional 
growth. Here are five key points to 
help overcome this fear:

1. Embrace Imperfection:
 Perfectionism often stems from 

the fear of making mistakes or not 
meeting extremely high standards. 
Embracing imperfection allows for a 
healthier perspective on success. Un-
derstand that mistakes are part of the 
learning process and can contribute 
to growth.

2. Set Realistic Goals:
Establishing achievable and re-

alistic goals is essential in com-
bating the fear of success tied to 
perfectionism. Break down larger 
objectives into smaller, manage-
able tasks. This not only makes 
success more attainable but also 
reduces the anxiety associated 
with aiming for unattainable 
perfection.

3. Celebrate Progress, Not Just 
Results:

Shift the focus from only celebrat-
ing final outcomes to appreciating 
the progress made along the way. 
Recognize and reward the effort and 
dedication put into the journey. This 
mindset helps in appreciating the 
process rather than fixating solely on 
the end result.

4. Challenge Negative Thoughts:
Identify and challenge the negative 

thoughts that perfectionism brings. 
Often, these thoughts are irrational 
and hinder progress. Develop a posi-
tive and growth-oriented mindset by 
replacing self-critical thinking with 
constructive self-talk.

5. Seek Support and Feedback:
 Share your goals and aspirations 

with a supportive community or 
mentor. Constructive feedback and 
encouragement from others can pro-
vide a different perspective, helping 
to alleviate the fear of success. Sur-
rounding yourself with a positive 
network can foster a healthier ap-
proach to achievement.

The author is a licensed clinical 

psychologist (alumni of Govt. 

Medical College Srinagar) and works 

as a Child, Adolescent and Family 

therapist at Centre for Mental 

Health Services (CMHS) at Rambagh 

Srinagar. He can be reached at 

8825067196 
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Kashmir witnessed 
abnormally high 
temperatures for a 
major chunk during 
Chillai Kalan this 
year. Most notably, 
the absence of snow 
in plains as well as 
areas such as Gulmarg 
(pictured here) led to 
concerns about climate 
change impact in the 
region. 

IN THE LONG RUN, THE IMPACTS MAY 
INCLUDE ECOLOGICAL DESTRUCTION 
AND GRADUAL CAVING IN OF LAND. 
The production of hydropower may be 
negatively impacted, and there may be 
less water available for cooling thermal 
and nuclear power plants. The volume 
of the water flow and the change in 
elevation—or fall, and often referred 
to as head—from one point to another 
determine the amount of available energy 
in moving water
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Former Minister, Members of 
Central Administrative Tribunal 
Jammu Bench Call on LG
Observer News Service

Jammu: Taj Mohiuddin, for-
mer Minister and senior 
leader of the Democratic 
Progressive Azad Party called 
on Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha at Raj Bhawan, today.

Members of Central 
Administrative Tribunal 
Jammu Bench including 
Member Administrative, B 
Anand, and Members Judicial 
- Sanjeev Gupta and R S Dogra 
met the Lt Governor and dis-
cussed several important 
matters pertaining to the 

functioning of the Tribunal in 
the region.

Javid Ahmad Tenga, 
President, Kashmir Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
met the LG and put forth vari-
ous issues related to the pro-
motion of tourism and trade-
related activities in the UT.

A delegation of Shiv Sena 
led by its J&K President  
Ashwani Gupta apprised the 
LG on various issues of public 
importance.

Purnima Sharma, former 
Deputy Mayor, JMC also called 
on the LG.

LG Releases Dr. Manoj Nazir’s Book
Jammu: Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha released a Book ti-
tled “Botany, Research & 
Horticulture of Gladiolus” au-
thored by Dr. Manoj Nazir, an 
eminent Floriculture Scientist, 

at Raj Bhawan today.
The Lt Governor congratu-

lated and conveyed his best 
wishes to the author and the 
team associated with the 
publication.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE 1

Kashmir Willow
and serious players, with prices 

ranging from 1800 rupees for ten-
nis bats to 7000 rupees for entry-
level English willow bats.”

Leveraging social media, partic-
ularly Instagram, has been instru-
mental in driving sales, with 70% 
of online sales originating from the 
platform.

Highlighting their financial suc-
cess, the Tramboo brothers re-
vealed impressive profit margins 
and sales figures, emphasizing the 
growing demand for their bats, es-
pecially among players like Junaid 
Siddique in T20 matches.

During the intense negotiation 
on Shark Tank India, panelists 
evaluated the proposal, with offers 
ranging from equity percentages 
to valuations.

As panelists, including Aman, 
Ritesh, Peyush, and Anupam, 
evaluated their proposal, Saad and 
Hamad passionately highlighted 
their brand’s market revolution-
ization, producing Kashmir willow 
bats faster and more affordably 
than competitors.

Vineeta and Anupam jointly of-
fered Rs 30 Lakhs at 10% equity, 
while Ritesh proposed the same 
amount for 4%. Aman playfully 
suggested Rs 30 Lakhs for 6%, teas-
ing Anupam’s valuation.

After some banter, Peyush, in-
trigued by Saad’s favorite cricketer, 
MS Dhoni, matched the initial ask 
of Rs 30 Lakhs for 3% equity. Ritesh 
adjusted his offer to align with 
Peyush’s, leaving the boys sur-
prised by the unexpected turn of 
events.

Ultimately, Peyush Bansal of 
Lenskart and Aman Gupta of BOAT 
emerged as the winning inves-
tors, agreeing to invest Rs 30 lakh 
for a four percent equity stake in 
Tramboo Sports Kashmir willow 
bat brand.

The success of Tramboo Sports 
echoes the previous season’s tri-
umph of Kashmiri entrepreneurs 
on Shark Tank India, as Sheikh 
Samiullah and Abid Rashid of 
FastBeetle secured a significant 
investment of Rs 90 lakh for their 
logistics service, showcasing the 
region’s entrepreneurial prowess 
and resilience.

Kashmir’s Weather
as extreme cold wave hit south 

Kashmir, parts of Jammu region 
and Sonamarg. Larnoo in Kokernag 
coldest at -17.7 C, followed by 
Sonamarg at -15.1 C,” private 
weather forecaster Faizan Arif 
posted on his X handle.

According to him, in Qazigund, 
the temperature stood at minus 9.4 
degrees Celsius, marking the lowest 
recorded temperature in the last 16 
years, surpassing the previous re-
cord of minus12.2 degrees Celsius  on 
February 13, 2008.

Batote experienced a minimum 
temperature of minus 3.8 degrees 
Celsius, surpassing the previous 
record of minus 4.0 degrees Celsius 
on February 9, 2008. Similarly, 
Banihal recorded a low of minus 
6.8 degrees Celsius, surpassing the 
previous record of minus 7.7 de-
grees Celsius on February 9, 2008. 
Bhaderwah recorded a low of mi-
nus 5.2 degrees Celsius, outdo-
ing the previous record of minus 
7.8 degrees Celsius on February 9, 
2008.

Gulmarg skiing resort in north 
Kashmir recorded a low of minus 
12 degrees Celsius, a drop of more 
than four degrees compared to 
previous night’s minus 7.6 degrees 
Celsius, officials said.

Pahalgam tourist resort in south 
Kashmir, which serves as the base 
camp for the annual Amarnath 
yatra, recorded a low of minus 11.9 
degrees Celsius, a drop of 7.8 de-
grees from the previous night.

Srinagar, the summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir, recorded a 
low of minus 0.3 degrees Celsius.

The bone-chilling conditions 
have prompted authorities to is-
sue advisories, urging people to 
take necessary precautions. The 
extreme cold wave is expected to 
persist, heightening concerns for 
the well-being of the populace

Plains Likely
cold temperatures will also af-

fect parts of Jammu region and 
snowfall can occur in parts of 
Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban, Poonch, 
Rajouri and Kathua districts (above 
1300 m in elevation).

“Its main intensity will be over 
parts of South Kashmir & Jammu 
region. Heavy snowfall in a few ar-
eas is also possible,” he added.

“A good snowfall ahead for 
plains of Kashmir fromSaturday 
afternoon.This time south kashmir 
expected to receive good snowfall 
as compared to north and central 
Kashmir,” another weatherman 
posted on X.

On February 05, the weather is 
expected to remain partly to gen-
erally cloudy with possibility of 
light snow over isolated higher 
reaches.

From February 06-13, the weath-
er is expected to remain dry.

OBC Reservation
Parliament which will be the last 

session of the current Lok Sabha.
After Parliament nod, a 

Commission will fix the percent-
age of reservation for OBCs in 
Panchayats and Municipalities, 
based on which the seats will be 
reserved for them.

Earlier, the Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and Women en-
joyed reservation in Municipalities 
and Panchayats. Women have 33 
percent reservation.

“There will be reservation for 
OBCs in Sarpanch and Panch con-
stituencies and DDCs. Posts of DDC 
and BDC Chairpersons will also be 
reserved. In ULBs, Wards will be 
reserved in Corporations, Councils 
and Committees,” the sources said.

This will be for the first time 
that the OBCs will be getting po-
litical reservations in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Even they were not hav-
ing reservations in the Government 
jobs and educational institutions.

Only four percent reserva-
tions were given to Other Social 
Castes (OSCs) in J&K. In the last 
Parliament session in December, 
the Parliament had approved 
a bill brought by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah for reservation 
to OBCs in jobs and educational 
institutions.

Elections to Panchayats and 
Municipalities which were due in 
October-November last year were 
deferred due to grant of reserva-
tions to OBCs besides certain dis-
crepancies in voters of different 
Wards in the Corporations.

“Once the Parliament approves 
a bill and assent is given by the 
President of India, the percent-
age of reservation for OBCs will 
be fixed. Thereafter, the Rural and 
Urban Development Departments 
will undertake exercise for res-
ervation of constituencies for the 
OBCs,” the sources said, adding 
that fresh delimitation of Wards 
and voter revision will also have 
to be carried out before conduct of 
elections.

As the process for Lok Sabha 
elections will conclude by the 
May-end, elections to Panchayats 
and Municipalities can be held 
only after that.

While all Urban Local Bodies 
had completed their five-year 
term in November and December, 
the term of the Panchayats end-
ed on January 9 this year. In ab-
sence of the Panchayats, the Block 

Development Councils (BDCs), 
which were second tier of the 
Panchayati Raj System, also ceased 
to exist.

However, the District 
Development Councils (DDCs) have 
their term till January 2026. The 
DDCs are the third tier of the PRIs. 
This was for the first time that all 
three tiers of Panchayats were es-
tablished in Jammu and Kashmir.

Avalanche Warning
districts about a potential ava-

lanche threat in the next 24 hours. 
Precautionary measures are 
strongly advised, urging people to 
avoid venturing into avalanche-
prone areas.

Thealert extends to Doda, 
Kishtwar, Poonch, and Ramban 
districts, where the danger level is 
categorized as medium. Residents 
in these areas are urged to take im-
mediate precautions and refrain 
from entering higher-altitude ava-
lanche-prone zones.

“Avalanche with low danger 
level is likely to occur above 2400 
metres over  Bandipora, Baramulla, 
Kupwara and Ganderbal districts 
in the next 24 hours. Avalanche 
with Medium danger level is like-
ly to occur above 3000 metres 
over Doda, Kishtwar, Poonch, and 
Ramban districts in next 24 hours. 
People living in these areas are ad-
vised to take precautions and avoid 
venturing in the avalanche prone 
areas. Dial -112 for help,” JKDMA 
said in a statement.(KNS)

Highway Traffic
being cleared and urged com-

muters to drive cautiously.
“Traffic update at 1500 hrs. 

Jammu Srinagar NHW partially re-
stored, stranded vehicles are being 
cleared. Commuters are advised 
to drive with cautiously, as part of 
road near Sherbibi is single lane & 
also slippery at a number of plac-
es,” police said

The 270-km road was closed 
for traffic on Thursday following 
landslip at several places, includ-
ing Sherbibi, Magerkote, Mehad 
Cafeteria and Dalwas, along the 
highway due to which more than 
400 vehicles were stranded.

Drug Trade
also is being used to gener-

ate funds to support terrorist ac-
tivities,” Swain said, addressing 
a monthly crime review meeting 
here on Thursday.

He directed the officers to take 
strict and well-planned action 
against the criminals involved in 
the drug trade.

The DGP also directed them to 
maintain the record of drug ped-
dlers as well as of drug consumers 
so that action is initiated in a more 
comprehensive manner, a police 
spokesperson said.

Swain impressed upon the of-
ficers to make a master list of re-
peatedly offending vehicles and 
also directed for indexing of driv-
ers and vehicles found involved in 
transportation of drugs.

He stressed on the classification 
of victims, peddlers and dealers 
and impressed upon the officers 
to look forward and background 
linkages benefiting from the past 
experiences.

During the meeting, the spokes-
person said several crucial aspects 
of improving the investigation and 
disposal of crime cases particularly 
drugs and bovine smuggling were 
deliberated upon.

“The crime picture of a district 
or zone should highlight the rate 
of disposal and quality of disposal 
of the crime cases registered, and 
to improve the efficiency of crime 
disposal, we must create a compre-
hensive, up-to-date and accurate 
database of the criminals,” the DGP 
said.

“A robust crime case database 
will help in utilising the data for 
investigations,” Swain said.

The DGP directed the officers to 
take strict action against bovine 
smugglers, as the trade is often as-
sociated with various other unlaw-
ful activities including transpor-
tation of criminals and unlawful 
material.

“Strict action must be initiated 
against the vehicle owners whose 
vehicles are repeatedly used for 
the trade,” he said.

As an added incentive to mo-
tivate the officers, the DGP an-
nounced that those who demon-
strate exceptional performance 
in the investigations would be 
rewarded as best district and best 
police station.

SIA Raids 5 Locations
searches at three locations, he 

said.
The case pertains to illegal rais-

ing, layering and laundering of il-
legal proceeds of crime by the ac-
cused persons which subsequently 
might have been used in unlawful 
activities including secessionism 
and militancy. The official stated 
that a case had been registered at 
Police Station SIA Kashmir follow-
ing a thorough investigation.

During the course of the inquiry, 
it was discovered that a staggering 
amount of Rs 85 crores had been il-
licitly raised and laundered within a 
brief period of less than two years.

A case under FIR No 08 of 2023 
under the appropriate sections 
of the law was registered at SIA 
Kashmir and further investigation 
of the case is going on.

Terrorist Hideout
five rounds, they said.
The officials said the weapons 

were found packed in a bag and 
had gathered rust, suggesting that 
the hideout was not used by ter-
rorists for years together.

The preliminary investigation 
suggested that it was an old hide-
out used by terrorists who were 
active in the area some two de-
cades ago, they said, adding police 
have registered a case and started 
investigations.

Centre Invites
committee held the first round 

of talks with Ladakh leaders in 
December last year.

119-yr-old School
by SO 177,” a notice from the 

school stated.
“Despite appeals to various au-

thorities, including the Principal 
Secretary of Revenue, Principal 
Secretary of School Education, 
and Chairman of BOSE, no ac-
tion has been taken. Even after 
the intervention of the Lieutenant 
Governor’s office in December 
2023, no progress has been made.
In light of this situation, the school 
management has decided to in-
form parents of affected students 
about the circumstances, aiming to 
find a solution to ensure a peaceful 
and promising future for the stu-
dents,” it added.

The school management claimed 
that it had approached the office of 
the Lieutenant Governor for inter-
vention but no relief was granted.

Meanwhile, the Private Schools 
Association of Jammu and Kashmir 
(PSAJK) on Friday expressed its 
concern and disappointment over 
the development.

The Private Schools Association 
of Jammu and Kashmir (PSAJK) has 
raised serious concerns over what 
they deem as a grave injustice.

“This decision is not just bu-
reaucratic, it is deeply emotional. 
It disrupts the lives of countless 
families and shatters the dreams of 
our children,” G N War, President 
Private Schools Association said.

“The denial of registration to stu-
dents of Saint Joseph School has not 
only exposed systemic failures but 
also highlighted the precarious situ-
ation faced by private schools across 
the valley. The arbitrary decisions 
by authorities have cast a dark shad-
ow over the future of education in 
Kashmir, putting tens of thousands 
of students at risk,” War said.

“We are heartbroken to see the 
future of our children being jeop-
ardized by the continuation of 
these insensitive decisions. The 
closure of RRFs has left students 
in limbo, unable to register for up-
coming exams from their respec-
tive schools, thus imperiling their 
academic progression.”

War said that the ramifications 
of this decision extend beyond in-
dividual students. “It poses a threat 
to the existence of numerous pri-
vate schools, jeopardizing the 
livelihoods of teachers and school 
staff,” he said.

While the efforts of the J&K High 
Court in directing authorities to 
comply with its orders are appre-
ciated, the president said that the 
continued non-implementation 

raises serious concerns about the 
administration’s commitment to 
the rule of law and citizen welfare.

He urged intervention from the 
Lieutenant Governor’s office to re-
verse this decision and ensure the 
smooth functioning of private edu-
cation in Kashmir.

DHSK Calls
upon all the Chief Medical 

Officers/Medical Superintendents 
of Government hospitals to take all 
necessary measures for discouraging 
such unethical/unfair practices with 
the support of law enforcing agencies 
and encourage patients to report any 
such incidents, and implement a sys-
tem for monitoring and addressing 
such complaints under intimation to 
this Directorate.”

DHSK has called for the estab-
lishment of a monitoring system to 
address complaints related to un-
ethical medical testing practices. 
The Directorate of Health Services 
will oversee the implementation of 
these measures and expects regu-
lar updates from healthcare fa-
cilities with regards to combating 
such malpractices.

Yuva Sangam Phase-IV: NIT Srinagar selected as Nodal Centre for J&K, Ladakh
Local students can visit and explore Maharashtra at free of cost
Srinagar: For the phase-IV of 
Yuva Sangam 2024, the National 
Institute of Technology Srinagar 
(NIT) Srinagar has been select-
ed as the Nodal Centre for the 
Union Territories of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

In the Yuva Sangam phase 
IV, the participants from the 
paired institutes will be ex-
changed under the Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) 
campaign of the Ministry of 
Education. Under this exchange 
programme, participants will 
get the opportunity for multi-
dimensional exposure.

For Phase IV of the pro-
gramme, promising opportuni-
ties await students, youth, and 
Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) to partake in this enrich-
ing journey.

Therefore, 22 Higher 
Education Institutions from 
pan India have been paired to 
organize the tours and steer 
the programme. Among these 

institutions, NIT Srinagar has 
been selected as the Nodal 
Centre for UTs of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

The Nodal officers for this 
programme include Dr. Ranjeet 
Kumar Rout, Dr. Mohd Mohsin 
Khan, Dr. Nitika Kundan and Dr. 
Sumaira Jan, while Dr. Pankaj 
Kumar and Dr. Mohd Rafiq Teli 
are the Social Media Officer and 
PR Officer respectively.

Under this initiative, 45 na-
tive students from Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh (UTs) will 
have the opportunity to visit 
Maharashtra. During these 
visits, Food, travel, and accom-
modation charges for the stu-
dents will be borne by the host 
institutes.

 Similarly, a delegation of 45 
members from Maharashtra 
will be hosted by the NIT 
Srinagar, J&K for five days.  
Interested youths between 
18 and 30 years of age, native 
students (UG, PG, PhD and Off 

Campus from any district of 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
(UTs)) may register through the 
Yuva Sangam portal to partici-
pate in the forthcoming phase 
of the initiative launched in 
2023.

Registrations are already 
open and will be accepted till 
February 4. The selection cri-
teria will be as per the MoE 
guidelines.  The registration 
link is provided as https://ebsb.
aicte-india.org/

Director NIT Srinagar, Prof. A. 
Ravinder Nath said there is the 
significance of exposure tours 
for students, stating that they 
play a crucial role in providing 
exposure to new environments, 
cultures, and people. They will 
also learn to respect each other 
faiths and beliefs.

"Exposure tours can signifi-
cantly contribute to individual 
learning about diverse cultures 
and customs. Visiting new 
places and immersing oneself 

in different cultures can also 
catalyze creativity and innova-
tion,” he said.

Prof. Nath highlighted the 
objective of the Yuva Sangam 
initiative, aiming to con-
nect youth from across India 
through sustained cultural ex-
change programs.

Institute’s Registrar Prof. 
Atikur Rahman said that ex-
posure tours provide students 
with the opportunity to experi-
ence and understand different 
cultures firsthand.

“These tours often include 
visits to educational institu-
tions, historical sites, and 
industries relevant to the 
students' field of study. This 
hands-on learning experi-
ence complements classroom 
education, making theoretical 
knowledge more practical and 
applicable,” he said.

The government of India 
initiated a ‘Yuva Sangam’ 
programme launched under 

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 
(EBSB) in early 2023.  Aimed to 
strengthen people-to-people 
connections and foster empa-
thy between the youth of our 
nation.

In the first three phases, 
Yuva Sangam has witnessed an 
overwhelming response and 
widespread participation from 
all corners of India. In the past 
year, more than 3,000 youths 
and coordinators across India 
have participated in 69 tours 
organized under Yuva Sangam.

NIT Srinagar has been di-
rected to collaborate with 
the Visvesvaraya National 
Institute of Technology Nagpur 
(VNIT Nagpur) Maharashtra 
as a paired institution for this 
programme.

In the Yuva Sangam phase IV, 
the participants from the paired 
institutes will be exchanged 
under the Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat (EBSB) campaign of the 
Ministry of Education.
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DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE PROTECTION, J&K GOVT.
OFFICE OF THE WILDLIFE WARDEN, SOUTH KASHMIR DIVISION

Bijbehara-192124, Anantnag, Tel./Fax: +91 1932234474, Email: wildlifejk.skd@gmail.com
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

e-NIT No. 09 of 2023-24 Dated: 31/01/2024
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders are hereby invited (in two cover system) on Percentage Basis from approved and eligible contractors 
registered with registered with PWD/CPWD/MES/Central/State/UT Governments for below mentioned works:

S  No Particulars /Item 
of work

Location 
/ GPS 

Location

Estt. Cost  
(Amt in 
Lacs)

Cost of 
tender  

document 
Amt. in Rs

Earnest Money Time of 
Completion Scheme Class of 

Contract

01

Construction of 
Masonry Hut at 

Mandlan, Pahalgam 
(Prefab)

Mandlan, 
Pahalgam 
N 34° 03' 
00" E 75° 

17' 38"

17.61 1000

2% (two percent) of Advertised 
Cost at the time of  submission of 
Bid / Tenders online in addition 

to3% (three percent) Performance 
Security of the Allotted Cost to be 

submitted within 7 (seven) days from 
the date of opening of Financial 

Bids by successful bidder pledged to 
Regional Wildlife Warden, Kashmir 

region, Srinagar.

45 Days CAPEX BEE/ CEE

02

Renovation 
of Kitchen & 

construction of 
railing at Maharaja 

Hut

Overa  N 
33° 57' 

14" E 75° 
15' 11"

2.66 200 30 Days CAPEX DEE

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities, (B.O.Q), set of Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
downloaded from the departmental Website: http://jktenders.gov.in. 
Position of funds: Committed 
Position of AA / TS: Accorded
Compulsory Note & Instructions: -
Hard copy of all the documents uploaded at the time of submission of tenders should be submitted in the office within seven (07) days from the date of opening of Technical 
Bids without fail along with the copy of Registration Card of required class duly renewed for the year 2023-24 along with verification certificate, valid GST
Registration / Latest Return, PAN Card and other relevant documents duly renewed.
a)  All contractors/bidders intending to participate in this tender are advised to inspect the location and nature of works or contact the office of the Wildlife Warden, 

Wildlife Division South Kashmir Division, Bijbehara in case of any clarification before participating in the tender.
b.  All contractors / bidders have to submit Earnest Money Deposit and Performance Security in shape of CDR/FDR as per Circular issued by the Chief Engineer, PW(R&B) 

Department, Kashmir vide No: CE/RBK/HD/32857-92 Dated: 01-01-2022. The bid/tender without accompanying Earnest Money Deposit shall be out rightly 
rejected.

c) The allotment / Letter of intent (LoI) shall be made strictly & only within or as per the approved, allotted & released budgetary allocation at the time of issuance and 
shall be valid for the current financial year only.

d) Works not completed within the stipulated time of completion shall attract fine under rule and no liability shall be accepted / carried forward.
e) All the documents listed below should be scanned in 100 dpi and uploaded with the bid, providing of Aadhar Card and Contact Number with Contractor’s Registration 

Card is mandatory.
f) The Contractor / Bidder / Agency shall upload Verification Report of Registration Card duly signed by Issuing Authority of the Registration Card or the Competent 

Authority.
The online bids must be accompanied with the following documents: -Part-I Technical Bid
(Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid)
1. Registration Card of required class duly renewed for the year 2023-24 along with verification certificate.
2. Cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable) in the shape of Treasury Challan/Receipt for particular work to be deposited into Major Head 0406-Forestry and Wildlife 

remitted between Tender Inviting Date and Tender Closing Date only in any Treasury of J&K UT.
3. Earnest Money Deposit in shape of CDR/FDR as per Circular issued by the Chief Engineer, PW(R&B) Department, Kashmir vide No: CE/RBK/HD/32857-92 Dated: 

01-01-2022.
4. The GST Registration with GST Clearance ending March-2023
5. PAN Card / Aadhar Card / in use Contact Number. Part-II Financial Bid
1.  Statement of Advertised Quantity& Consideration Rates on item rate basis to be offered by the Contractor / Bidder towards Department {single amount to be quoted 

by the bidder/contractor on estimated amount} of the advertised quantity in BoQ.
2.  The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria specification, Drawings, bill of quantities, (B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract 

and other details can be seen /downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of dates given below:_

Publishing Date 01/02/2024
Downloading Start Date 02/02/2024 to 08/02/2024
Bid submission Date Start 02/02/2024 from 09:00 AM
Bid submission End Date 08/02/2024upto 04:00 PM
Date of opening of Technical Bid 09/02/2024 at 03:00 PM (In the Office of Regional Wildlife Warden, Srinagar)
Date & time of opening of financial bids (online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation
Last Date for Submission of Original Challan and 
CDR/FDR and other documents (Hard Copy) Seven working days from the date of opening of tenders

The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in. 
Terms and Conditions
1. Bids uploaded must Treasury Challan /Receipt in shape of Government Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) for the amount shown against the work to be 

deposited in any Treasury of J&K UT under Account Head : 0406-Forestry and Wildlife and Earnest Money Deposit in shape of CER/FDR as per Circular issued by the 
Chief Engineer, PW(R&B) Department, Kashmir vide No: CE/RBK/HD/32857-92 Dated: 01-01-2022 pledged to Wildlife Warden, South Kashmir Division remitted / 

pledged between Tender Inviting Date and Tender Closing Date only.
2. The technical bid uploaded should contain the cleared scanned copies of the following documents.
a. Scanned copy of Tender Fee in shape of Govt. Treasury/challan.
b. Scanned Copy of CDR.
c. Scanned copy of Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/CPWD/other authorized Govt. dept. duly renewed for the current year.
d. Scanned copy of the Active GST Number and has filed the most recent Monthly/Quarterly GST return. The same will be checked by this office from GST common portal 

of State taxes department/Peridot app.
e. Scanned copy of the PAN Card.
f. Latest Income Tax Return and Valid Sales Tax Clearance Certificate (Form GSTR-3B ending 5/2023)
g. Copy of Aadhaar card.
h. An Affidavit with points: - 1. Correctness of Documents submitted 2. Not Being Black Listed by any institution, CID Verification/Police Verification Certificate.
i. Complete address with Whats App No. and email.
3. The original copies of documents, EMD @ 3% Performance Security deposit and additional security deposit(if any) and relevant documents be submitted to the tender 

inviting authority within 07 days after opening of financial bid by L1 bidder, otherwise the tender will be cancelled and the bidder will not be allowed to participate in 
any further/future tendering process in the Division for a period of One year.

4. In case the cost of lowest bidder is found below the advertised amount, the bidder has to deposit an additional performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR before 
issuance of award of contract to the tune as per below details:

S.No. %age of unbalanced Bid viz-a viz advertised Additional Performance Security to be deposited on quoted Bid by Ll
1. Upto and including 15% below Nil
2. >15% upto and Including 20% 5%
3. >20% upto and Including 25% 10%
4. >25% upto and Including 30% 15%
5. >30% 20%

5. The price bids uploaded on the website in time will be opened after the evaluation of the Technical Bids by the Tender Opening Committee of the Department. The dates 
of opening of price bids as per NIT. The price bids will be opened in the office of Regional Wildlife Warden, Kashmir, Boulevard Road Srinagar/Wildlife Warden, South 
Kashmir Division (online).

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids. If any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender before the period or 
makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, then the earnest money shall be stand forfeited.

7. No Engineer of Gazetted rank or other Gazetted Officer employed in Engineering or Administrative duties in an Engineering Department of the State Government is 
allowed to work as the contractor for a period of two years after his retirement from government service without permission of the government. This contract is liable to 
be cancelled if either the contractor or any of his employees is found any time to be such a person who had not obtained permission from the government as a foresaid

8. The interested bidder can download the NIT / Bidding documents from the website:-https://jktenders.gov.in.
9. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get (DSC) Digital signature Certificate as per the information technology Act 2000 to participate online bidding. The 

certificate will be required for digitally signing the Bid. Bidders can get above mentioned digital certificate from any approved vendor. The Bidders who already possess 
valid (DSC) Digital signature Certificate need not to procure new Digital signature Certificate.

10. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital signature. The bids cannot be uploaded without Digital signature; no bid will be accepted 
in any physical form.

11. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in the NIT.
12. Before submission of online bids, Bidders must ensure that scan copies of all their necessary documents have been attached with bid, if any document is found 

deficient bid will be rejected during technical evaluation only.
13. The Department will not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids whatsoever reason maybe.
14. All the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online.
15. The Original Documents, submitted by L-1 should be same as uploaded on-line (scanned copies) otherwise the allotment will not be issued, the tenders will be 

cancelled and the bidders will not be allowed to participate in any further/future tendering process in the Division for a period of One year.
16. In case original CDR/FDR/Treasury Challan and Extra CDR/FDR and Additional “Performance Security” is not received by this office within 7 days from the date after 

opening of financial bid, the fresh tender shall be invited without any further correspondence with the L-1 Bidder and the work shall be got executed on his risk and cost 
and original CDR shall be fortified in conveyance with the concerned bank authorities and the same amount shall be credited to Revenue head of the department.

17. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being adopted by the Directorate of Information regarding publishing the e-NIT, in any 
of the newspaper under circulation.

18. The accepting department however reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof.
19. The contractor shall arrange the key materials like Cement, Steel, Wood other construction material on his own from authorized dealers for the above said work and 

quality of material shall be ISI marked and have to be verified / passed by the concerned J.E (Engineering Wing)/ Range Officer of the department before the start of 
work.

1 . Cement: As per ISI mark of standard brand.
2. Steel/Mesh/ wire: As per ISI mark.
3. PCC posts of standard quality with testing report.
20. The Department reserves the right to cancel (withdraw) the tender without assigning any reasons thereof, at any stage.
21. Bidder shall quote their rates complete inclusive of all carriages, loading, unloading of material and the rates quoted shall interalia deemed to include price escalation 

and all taxes, cess& charges upto the completion of the Work and other overheads
22. Bidders shall also provide their 16-digit J&K Bank Account No. and Contact No. (Mobile/Landline) and email.
23. The rates are inclusive of all taxes and charges etc.
24. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD Form 25 (double leaf) and as per the detailed document.
25. The Lowest Bidder/Contractor should ensure that the allotted work be started within one week after getting the work order/Letter of Intent/acceptance, if failed to 

do so, the work order/ Letter of Intent will be cancelled. The letter of Intent/Acceptance or work order allotment will be sent through e-mail to the Contractor by the 
Authority or can be collected from the Office of Wildlife Warden, South Kashmir Division, Bijbehara.

26. Affidavit/ undertaking from judicial Magistrate (court) that the allotted work will be completed within time prescribed in the e-Nit, if fails action under rules will be 
taken.

27. The Contractor shall have to take e-photographs of each work before execution, during execution and after completion of work.
28. Defect Liability Period is 6 months after the date of Completion.
29. The Contractor has to pay for all the Quality Test Checks as felt necessary by the Engineering Wing.
30. The conditional tenders shall be rejected.
31. In case of any dispute the decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden J & K Govt./Regional Wildlife Warden Kashmir shall be final binding.
No: 1835-38/WLWS  Sd/-
Dated: 25.01.2024  Wildlife Warden, 
DIPK-15933-23  South Kashmir Division,
DT: 02/02/2024  Forest Complex, near Padshahibagh, Bijbehara, Anantnag

Department of Wildlife Protection, J&K Govt. 
Office of the Wildlife Warden, South Kashmir Division 
Bijbehara-192124, Anantnag, Tel./Fax: +91 1932234474, Email: wildlifejk.skd@gmail.com 

 

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 
 

e-NIT No. 09of 2023-24Dated: 31/01/2024 
 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders are hereby invited (in 
two cover system) on Percentage Basis from approved and eligible contractors registered with 
registered with PWD/CPWD/MES/Central/State/UT Governments for below mentioned works:  

S 
No 

Particulars /Item 
of work 

Location / GPS 
Location 

Estt. Cost      
(Amt in 
Lacs) 

Cost of 
tender 
document  
Amt. in Rs 

Earnest Money Time of 
Completion Scheme Class of 

Contract 

01 

Construction 
of Masonry 
Hut at 
Mandlan, 
Pahalgam 
(Prefab) 

Mandlan, 
Pahalgam 
N 34º 03' 00” 
E 75º 17' 38" 

17.61 1000 

2% (two 
percent) of 
Advertised 
Cost at the 
time of 
submission of 
Bid / Tenders 
online in 
addition to3% 
(threepercent) 
Performance 
Security of the 
Allotted Cost to 
be submitted 
within 7 
(seven) days 
from the date 
of opening of 
Financial Bids 
by successful 
bidder pledged 
toRegional 
Wildlife 
Warden, 
Kashmir 
region, 
Srinagar. 

45 Days CAPEX BEE/ 
CEE 

02 

Renovation 
of Kitchen & 
construction 
of railing at 
Maharaja Hut 

Overa 
N 33º 57' 14” 
E 75º 15' 11" 

2.66 200 30 Days CAPEX DEE 

 

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities, 
(B.O.Q), set of Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the 
departmental Website: http://jktenders.gov.in. 
Position of funds: Committed  
Position of AA / TS: Accorded 
 
 
 

Draining Out Water To Top 
Dressing, Agri Deptt Issues 
Advisory To Farmers   

Quick Settlement Of Insurance Claims 
Relieves Families Of J&K Bank Customers

HC DIRECTIVE TO TIHAR OFFICIALS

'Ensure Proper Treatment 
To Yasin Malik'

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High 
Court on Friday directed the Su-
perintendent of the Tihar Jail to 
ensure proper medical treatment 
to separatist leader Yasin Malik, 
who is serving a life sentence in a 
terror funding case.

Malik claims to be suffering 
from serious cardiac and kidney 
problems.

The high court was informed by 
the counsel for the Central gov-
ernment and Director General of 
Prisons (Tihar Jail) that the peti-
tion suffers from serious suppres-
sion of facts and that Malik was 
refusing treatment being given to 
him by authorities.

Justice Anoop Kumar Mendirat-
ta asked the counsel for the Cen-
tre and DG (Prisons) to produce 
the record to show that the in-
mate was refusing treatment and 
also asked the superintendent of 
the jail concerned to place before 
it the medical report of Malik by 
the next date of hearing.

The high court listed for Febru-
ary 14, Malik's plea seeking a di-
rection to the authorities to pro-
duce the record of his treatment 
and refer him to AIIMS or any 
private super specialty hospital 
here or in Jammu and Kashmir for 
proper and necessary treatment 
as he was suffering from serious 
cardiac and kidney ailments.

The petition has been filed on 
behalf of Malik through his moth-
er Aatika Malik.

As the counsel for the authori-
ties contended that Malik was a 
"very high risk security prisoner" 
and therefore, the medical team 
can be brought in the jail itself, 
the court asked him to place his 
stand in writing so that it can be 
considered.

Advocate Rajat Nair, represent-
ing the Centre and DG (Prisons), 
contended that a medical board 
was constituted by the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (AI-
IMS). However, Malik refused to 
be examined.

He said nowadays consulta-
tion with doctors is being held 
through video conferencing in jail 
but the inmate wants to go to the 
hospital physically.

He added that senior professors 
from AIIMS were called for diagno-
sis twice but he refused and the au-
thorities are willing to arrange an-

other consultation with the doctors.
On being asked by the court as 

to what was the objection, Malik's 
lawyer said he was earlier be-
ing treated by other doctors and 
suddenly the authorities have 
changed the doctors and a new 
medical board has been formed.

The counsel further said he will 
seek instructions from his client if 
he would like to opt for examina-
tion by the same set of doctors or 
by another set of his preference.

"Tell us the reason that you feel 
prejudiced if examined by these 
current doctors. How can we pre-
sume anything against the doc-
tors? You

"But to say that you want to be 
treated by some particular doc-
tor, we have a reservation to it," 
the judge told Malik's counsel.

During the hearing, Nair fur-
ther submitted that Malik is not 
required to be admitted to a hos-
pital but he was only required to 
be examined as an OPD patient.

The high court said in case a 
patient requires an examination 
inside the hospital it can't be in-
sisted that he will be examined 
in jail only and asked the authori-
ties' lawyer to get instructions in 
this regard as the prisoners also 
have a right to health.

To this, Nair said, "the state is 
duty bound to give the right of 
health to an inmate but he is a 
very high risk security prisoner 
and therefore, the medical team 
can be brought in the jail itself".

The court said, "In the meantime, 
the superintendent of jail is di-
rected to ensure that any treatment 
required by the petitioner is duly 
provided to him at the jail hospital 
in accordance with the law".

The Jammu and Kashmir Libera-
tion Front chief was awarded life 
imprisonment by a trial court here 
on May 24, 2022, after holding him 
guilty for various offences under the 
stringent Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA) and the IPC.

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has filed an appeal 
in the Delhi High Court seeking 
enhancement of the sentence 
from life term to death penalty, 
which is the maximum punish-
ment for the offence.

The life term was awarded for 
two offences - section 121 (waging 
war against government of India) 
of IPC and section 17 (raising funds 
for terrorist act) of the UAPA.

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, FEB 02: In a massive 
relief to the bereaved families, J&K 
Bank facilitated swift settlement of 
insurance claims of fifteen deceased 
borrowers who belonged to the 
Baramulla Zone and had their ac-
counts in different branches of the 
Bank. The claims worth Rupees For-
ty Three Lacs and Ninety Five Thou-
sand (Rs 43.95 Lacs) under MetLoan 
& Life Suraksha (MLLS) were paid to 
the legal heirs of the deceased cus-
tomers during last few months. 

The Bank’s Cluster Head 
(Baramulla) Sheikh Mohammad 
Muzaffar handed over one of the 
symbolic cheques to the nominee 

and legal heir of a deceased cus-
tomer in presence of Zonal Head 
(Credit Life - PNB MetLife) Irfan Ali 
Zargar, Branch Head (Azad Gunj) 
Mohammad Yaqoob and other of-
ficials of the Bank and PNB MetLife 
including Regional Manager 
Showkat Ahmad Lone. 

Expressing their profound grati-
tude to the Bank and its Insurance 

partner PNB MetLife for ensur-
ing the swift settlement of their 
claims, the recipients of cheques 
described the payment as a great 
relief for their families during these 
difficult times. 

While handing over the cheques, 
both the Bank officials and repre-
sentatives of insurance company 
highlighted the importance of the 
timely insurance of loans. “With a 
single-premium option alongside 
the available bank-funding, bor-
rowers can safeguard their families 
against such unforeseen eventu-
alities”, said the Cluster Head as 
he urged the customers to get their 
loans insured under various avail-
able schemes. 

Agencies

SRINAGAR: After fresh snow-
fall, the Department of Agri-
culture Kashmir has issued 
an advisory to the farmers, 
asking them for necessary 
maintenance of the fields for 
better health of crops.

A vast area in Kashmir 
currently is under mustard 
cultivation, which largely 
depends on the precipitation 
during the winter months.

As the valley received a fresh 
snowfall on Wednesday, the 
agriculture department has 
advised the farmers to take 
various protective measures for 
protecting crops from diseases.

While talking to the news 
agency Director agriculture 
Choudhary Mohammad Iqbal 
said the farmers should es-
sentially drain out the water 
from the fields.

“After snowfall, there is 
much possibility that water 
may accumulate in the fields. 
Stagnation of water leads to 
various problems in crops. So, 
the farmers should essential-
ly drain out the water from 
the fields so that crops, espe-
cially mustard, are protected 
from diseases,” he said.

In addition to the draining 

out of water, the director agri-
culture said that top dressing 
should be also done for nutri-
ent requirements of crops.

“With the top dressing, the 
crops get abundant nitrogen 
for normal growth. Farmers 
should ensure top dressing 
as soon as possible so that 
our crops get ample nutrients 
from the fertilizers,” he said.

Iqbal said the rabi crops 
were in dire need of a wet 
spell, saying the prolonged dry 
spell affects its normal growth.

“Snowfall proves a bless-
ing for our rabbi as well as 
kharif crops. Our soil gets 
ample moisture during winter 
months with spells of snow-
fall and rains. Our glaciers are 
the source of water, which is 
used for drinking as well as for 
irrigating our crops,” he said.

Growers are also rejoicing 
as the valley receives a fresh 
blanket of snow, providing 
much-needed relief to the 
farming community.

Farmers had been con-
cerned about the water levels 
required for their crops, espe-
cially in the absence of sub-
stantial precipitation from 
the last two months.

They said the snowfall is a 
promising sign for a fruitful har-
vest in the upcoming season.

“This snowfall is like a life-
line for our crops. The moisture 
from the snow will seep into 
the soil, replenishing it and pro-
viding a much-needed boost 
for our crops and orchards. 
We are hopeful for a few more 
spells of snowfall," said Mo-
hammad Akbar Dar, a grower 
from Baramulla—(KNO)

Wetlands Division Kashmir 
celebrates ‘World Wetland Day’

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: On the eve of ‘World 
Wetland Day’ (WWD), the Depart-
ment of Wildlife Protection (Wet-
lands Division Kashmir) on Friday 
organized a grand function to com-
memorate the day.

The theme of this year was ‘Wet-
lands and Human wellbeing’ which 
underscores the critical role wetlands 

play in supporting lives and strength-
ening the health of ecosystem.

This theme was an agreement 
with principles of AMRIT Dharo-
har highlighting the benefits of 
wetlands such as flood protection, 
clean water, bio-diversity and rec-
reational opportunities. On the oc-
casion, T. Rabi Kumar, Addl. Pr. CCF 
Kashmir/ Chief Executive Officer, 
CAMPA was the chief guest.
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CANCER	SOCIETY	OF	KASHMIR

Ref. No. CSK/64-WCD /2024/0054 	               		          			                                                                 Dated: 29-01-2024

THON 04  FEBRUARY 2024
ON	THE	EVE	OF	WORLD	CANCER	DAY

 

1.	 Free	Medical	camp	for	patients	suffering	from	

various	types	of	Cancers.

2.	 Free	Consultation	shall	be	provided	by	reputed	

oncologists	&	other	reputed	experts.		

3.	 Awareness	about	all	types	of	cancers.

0194-2441899/	3500478/3500479.0194-2441899/	3500478/3500479.

For	Prior	Appointment	Contact	On	Following	NumbersFor	Prior	Appointment	Contact	On	Following	Numbers

Jaiswal Dazzles As India 
Reach 336/6 On Day 1

Getting Rohit As My First Wicket Is 

Incredible: England's Shoaib Bashir

J&K Police Beats SSB In All 
India Police Hockey C’ship

Khelo India Winter Games 

First Leg Begins In Leh

India Favourite In Historic 
Davis Cup Tie Vs Pakistan

Iran Should Have Played Japan In Asian 
Cup Final, Not Quarters: Coach Ghalenoei

Press Trust of India

VISAKHAPATNAM: Young 
opener Yashasvi Jaiswal 
slammed a magnifi-
cent unbeaten 179 as In-
dia reached 336 for 6 at 
stumps on the opening day 
of the second Test against 
England here on Friday.

The 22-year-old Jaiswal, 
who made 80 in the open-
ing match in Hyderabad, 
struck his second century 
in six Tests.

He slammed 17 fours 
and five sixes during his 
knock that came off 257 
balls.

Jaiswal was involved in 
a 90-run partnership with 
Shreyas Iyer who made 
27. Debutant Rajat Patidar 
made 32.

At close of play, R Ash-
win was giving company to 
Jaiswal on five.

Earlier, Rohit Sharma (14 
runs; 41 balls) fell cheaply, 
while Shubman Gill (34; 

46b) failed to convert his 
start.

For England, debutant 
spinner Shoaib Bashir and 
leg-spinner Rehan Ahmed 
took two wickets apiece 

while James Anderson and 
Tom Hartley chipped in 
with one wicket each.

Brief scores:
India 1st Innings: 

336/6 in 93 overs (Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal 179 bat-
ting, Rajat Patidar 32, 
Shubman Gill 34; Re-
han Ahmed 2/61, Shoaib 
Bashir 2/100).

Press Trust of India

VISAKHAPATNAM: The 
''slight hassle'' caused by 
a visa delay for the India 
tour is very much a thing 
of the past for 20-year-old 
England debutant Shoaib 
Bashir, who is chuffed 
about Rohit Sharma being 
his first Test wicket.

Bashir, who is of Pakistan 
heritage, could not travel 
with the England squad to 
Hyderabad from Abu Dhabi 
for the series opener due to 
a visa delay. He joined the 
team in the middle of the 
Hyderabad Test before wit-
nessing a special win.

On Friday, the 6'4 tall 
off-spinner showed what 
he was capable of and why 
skipper Ben Stokes picked 
him in the squad after 
watching a video clip of his 
bowling on social media.

Bashir, who played only 
six first class games before 
getting his big break, was 
England's best spinner on the 
opening day, returned figures 

of two for 100 in 28 overs. He 
also bowled the most num-
ber of overs on the day.

''It's been a very special, 
special day. For all that I've 
been through in the last 
two to three years, it made 
it even more special. To get 
Rohit Sharma out, my first 
wicket, feels incredible.

''He's a quality player, 
one of the best in the world 
and a great player of spin 
as well,'' said Bashir after 
close of play.

Bashir had to fly back to 

England from Abu Dhabi to 
get his visa sorted before 
taking the flight to India. 
Stokes said he was devas-
tated and even contem-
plated staying back in Abu 
Dhabi until the issue was 
sorted but Bashir stated he 
was always sure about get-
ting the visa.

''No doubts at all, I always 
knew I would get the visa. 
It was a bit of a hassle but 
we're here now, I've made 
my debut, and that's all 
that matters. I was pretty 

chilled to be fair. I knew it 
would get sorted so thanks 
to ECB and BCCI for sorting 
out quite quickly,'' he said.

Being that tall does have 
its advantages, one being 
the ability to generate ex-
tra bounce.

''(Growing up) Always 
been above average height, 
6ft 4in does help with the 
spin I guess,'' he said on a 
lighter note.

Former England captain 
Alastair Cook has been left 
impressed with Bashir's 
control at such a young age 
but the spinner himself 
feels he could have been 
more accurate on his first 
day in Test cricket.

''I could have been a bit 
more consistent with my 
lines but I'm just going to 
look back on this day and 
think getting Rohit Sharma 
out, I think that's all that 
matters really,'' he said.

Besides Stokes, he is also 
glad to pick brains of veter-
ans James Anderson and Joe 
Root in the England setup.

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD: India will be without 
their top singles players but the visi-
tors, who have come to Pakistan af-
ter 60 years, will still start as favou-
rites in the historic Davis Cup World 
Group I play-off tie, which is being 
played within a restricted environ-
ment due to security concerns.

India have never lost to Pakistan in 
Davis Cup history, winning all seven 
ties so far, and the trend is likely to 
continue.

However, the hosts are expected to 
put up a good fight through their big-
gest stars, Aisam-ul-haq Qureshi and 
Aqeel Khan, after choosing to play on 
grass courts.

If Pakistan stood a chance against 
India, it had to be on the grass courts 
because both Aisam and Aqeel are 

tremendous fighters, and this surface 
brings the best out of them.

The courts in Islamabad are fast 
with low bounce, and it made sense 
that N Sriram Balaji, who is a doubles 
specialist, has been asked to play sin-
gles on the opening day along with 
the team's best singles player, Ram-
kumar Ramanathan.

Draw:
February 3: 1st singles: Ramkumar 

Ramanathan vs Aisam ul haq Qureshi                 
2nd singles :Aqeel Khan vs Sriram 

Balaji
February 4:Doubles: Barkatullah/

Muzammil Murtaza vs Yuki Bhambri/
Saketh Mynen

1st reverse singles: Ramkumar Ra-
manathan vs Aqeel Khan

2nd singles: Aisam ul haq Qureshi 
vs Sriram Balaji.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: On the fourth day 
of the 72nd All India Police 
Hockey Championship, hosts 
J&K Police beat SSB 3-1 on 
Friday at KK Hakku Stadium 
here.

The championship, being 
organized by J&K Police, be-
gan on January 29 and will 
run till February 8.

J&K Police and SSB played 
match number 13 of tourna-
ment. For J&K, Satwant Singh 
Jersey No. 13 scored the 1st 
goal, while the team’s 2nd 
and 3rd goal was scored by 
Karanjit Singh Jersey No. 05.

Karanjit Singh was de-

clared player of the match 
for his brilliant performance.

Bhanu Pratap Singh, Mem-
ber J&K Sports Council, was the 
chief guest on the occasion.

Seven more matches were 
played on Friday. CISF de-
feated Chandigarh Police 
6-0. Uttar Pradesh Police 
defeated Odisha Police 7-4.  
ITBP trounced Rajasthan Po-
lice 4-1. Punjab Police blew 
away Himachal Pradesh Po-
lice 10-0.

Two matches of women’s 
category were also played on 
Friday, with CRPF defeating 
Haryana Police 7-0 and Odi-
sha Police beating Gujarat 
Police 6-0.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Khelo India 
Winter Games 2024 kicked off 
on Friday at the Nawang Dor-
jay Stobdan Stadium in Leh, 
Ladakh. Fifteen states and two 
public institutions are taking 
part in ice hockey and ice-
skating events over five days 
in the region, which is hosting 
its first Winter Games. Lieu-
tenant Governor of Ladakh, 
B.D. Mishra was the chief 
guest on the occasion.

The second part of the 
Winter Games will be held in 
Gulmarg, Jammu and Kash-
mir from February 21-25.

On this special day for Lada-
kh, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi sent a special message 
for the Khelo India Winter 
Games 2024 organisers.

“We just witnessed the 
conclusion of the highly suc-
cessful Khelo India Youth 
Games in Tamil Nadu. From 
the southern to the northern 
tip, the journey and spirit of 
Khelo India continues un-
abated. The Khelo India Win-

ter Games epitomizes this 
spirit further, aiming to nur-
ture champions and positions 
the regions of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh, as pre-

mier winter sports destina-
tions, globally,” said PM Modi.

A motley turnout at the 
NDS Stadium witnessed tra-
ditional folk dances and were 
treated to some foot-tapping 
music by the popular local 
band, Dashugs. An exhibition 
ice-hockey match between 
Ladakh and Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police set the ball rolling. 
The match ended 0-0.

A thrilling 500 metre 
short-track ice skating by a 
team of girls from across In-

dia was an additional treat.
The first medals of the 

Khelo India Winter Games 
2024 were also decided on 
Day 1. Eklavya Jagal of Uttar 

Pradesh won the gold in the 
Under-17 short track (300m) 
skating for boys. He clocked 
31.81 seconds. Aarav Pat-
wardhan (32.03) and Advay 
Kothari (32.60) finished in 
that order. Both represented 
Maharashtra.

In the boys 17-plus short 
track skating, Karnataka’s 
Akash Aradhya (32.81) won 
the gold medal. Maharash-
tra’s Sujoy Tapkir (33.33) 
and Sumit Tapkir (34.33 sec) 
ended second and third.

Agencies

Japan and Iran should 
have met in the Asian 

Cup final and not the quar-
ters, Iranian coach Amir 
Ghalenoei said on Friday, 
adding that the east Asian 
side are peaking at the 
right time after a surprise 
defeat in the group stage.

While Iran topped their 
group with maximum 
points, Japan finished sec-
ond following a shock loss to 
Iraq. But Hajime Moriyasu's 
side were clinical in their 
last-16 win over Bahrain 
while Iran needed a penalty 
shootout to eliminate Syria. 
Japan and Iran are the top 
two Asian nations in FIFA's 
world rankings.

"I think Japan and Iran 
should have played each 
other in the final but we're 
playing them now in the 
quarter-final," Ghalenoei 

told reporters ahead of Sat-
urday's game. "The quality 
that Japan is showing in the 
knockout stage is much bet-
ter than the group stage."

Ghalenoei also com-
plained about the AFC's 
tournament schedule, 
saying they had very little 
time to recover for the 
game after they were tak-
en to extra time against 
Syria. Both Japan and Iran 
played their last-16 ties on 
Wednesday. "We had less 
recovery time than Japan. 
We should have finished 
the game against Syria in 
the 70th minute but we 
didn't take our chances 
and we had some bad 
luck," Ghalenoei said,

"I think the FIFA rule is 
minimum 72 hours (be-
tween games) but we didn't 
have enough time to recov-
er for Japan. The first thing 
is the physical aspect and 

the second is recovery from 
the mental aspect too." Iran 
keeper Alireza Beiranvand 
also complained about the 
lack of recovery time but 
praised their medical staff 
for preparing them for the 
game.

"It's not easy to play 
Japan after 139 minutes 
against Syria, some of our 
players had spasms. But 
what is important is how 
we recover mentally and 
I saw the players today, 
they're very happy," he 
said. Japan coach Hajime 
Moriyasu said the quarter-
final would be a "great 
spectacle" between two of 
Asia's top teams.

"It will be a tough match, 
it's a tough schedule. But 
we have to perform under 
the given circumstances. 
I think we're professional 
enough to do this," Mori-
yasu said. "Iran have the 

same number of days to 
rest so it's the same, Japan 
may have had a little more 
time in terms of minutes.

"Everyone will pick Iran 
or Japan to win the tourna-
ment but we still have to 
fight to win this competi-
tion." Iran will miss their 
tournament top scorer Me-
hdi Taremi (three goals) as 
he serves a suspension for 
a red card in the last-16 
win over Syria.

"We're aware he's sus-
pended but Iran have Sar-
dar Azmoun as well as 
other great attacking op-
tions. They can cause any 
team problems," Moriyasu 
said as Japan look to keep 
their first clean sheet in 
the tournament.

"Our defensive line must 
concentrate 100%, but I 
won't deploy different tac-
tics because Taremi isn't 
playing."


