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New Era Of Happiness,

‘«&’J&K Bank | s

e 1938

Peace Has Begunin J&K: HM

Says Bomb Blasts, Unrest Replaced by Education, Infrastructure

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Jammu and  Kashmir
did not witness a single incident
of stone pelting in 2023 while
thiere was a 66 per cent decline
in terrorist incidents and an 81
per cent drop in civiltian killings
since the scrapping of Article
370, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Thursday.

Launching an e-bus service
in Jammu through video con-
ferencing from New Delhi, Shah
also said the Modi government
is cracking down on terror
financing, sealing and freez-
ing assets of terrorists and has
also outfawed several terrorist
organisations,

"There were 2,654 incidents

» 66% Ferritiace

» 70% farhnreisies

»81% B

»48% Foraiiins”

of orgamised stone pelting in
2010, which has come down to
Zer0 in 2023, There were 132
incidents of organised strikes
in 2010 but not a single incident
took place in 20237 he said

Shah said 112 civilians died in
stone pelting in 2010 but nor a
single civilian died in 2023, In
2010, the number of civilians in-
Jjured in stone pelting was 6,235
but no one was injured in such
an incident last year.

He said due to the efforts of
Prime Minister Marendra Modi, a
new era of peace and security has
started in Jammu and Kashmir.

“After the abwogation of
Article 370, there has been a 70
per cent decline in total terror-
sini-related | Mareon P&

LG Attends

National Voters Day

Event At Jammu

iewtenant Governor Manaj Sinha

attended the celebration of 14th

National Voters' Day at General
Zorawar Singh Auditorium, University
of Jammu, today. The LG extended his
greetings to all sections of the society
and officers of the election department
fiorr easier and convenbent enrolment.
“This year's theme of National Voters'
Day - "Nothing Like Voting, | Vote For

Sure’ re-affirms the ideals of the founding

fathers of the Constitution and power
of the people in decision-making and

shaping their own destiny,” | More on P
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Chillai Kalan's Grand Finale

Serving To Empower

»

75th Republic Day [

LGExtends Kashmir Holds Its Breath For Winter’s White Embrace

J&K Bank

is honoured to support Nation's Aspirations
to see Democratic India as VIKSIT BHARAT

Greetingst
Peonlggs °

Syed Mohammad Burhan Jamuary. He said the second
Western Disturbances are
Observer News Service Srinagar: Kashmiris expected from 28-January

Jammu: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha extended his
heartiest greetings and fe-
licitations to the people on the
occasion of 75th Republic Day,

In a message, the LG said,
"On the occasion of 75th
Republic Day, | extend my
heartiest greetings to all the
citizens, On this day, | pay my
tributes to the Brivehearts
of Jammu Kashmir Police,
Armed Forces, |More on P& |

dre waiting in anticipa
tion as they brace them-
selves for the arrival of
snowfall s forecasted
by the Metecmological
Department. As the cil
endar inches towards the
conclusion of the 40-day
period of Chillai Kalan, lo-
cals are yearning for the
beauty and chaflenges thag
the snow-covered land
scape may soon bestow,
An independent

weather  forecaster  has
prediceed  light rain and

snow showers over plains
of Kashmir on 26th of

o 30th January, which may
cause  moderale  snow-
fall over higher reaches of
Jammu and Kashmir with
Doodhpathr,  Gulmarg
Pahalgam, Senamarg,
Gurez, Sinthan Top and
Peer Ki Gali having chances
of heavy snowfall.

During  the second
Western  Disturbances,
the plains of Kashmir may
witness light to moderate
rainfsnow | Mot on P6

Happy

Republic Day

DIFK-NB-5406/23 Dated: 2501/ 2024

DIFK-15631/23 Dated:; 25/01) 2024

th .
REPUBLIC i
DAY wiN

GREETINGS TO THE PEOPLE OF
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Let us take a pledge to empower common
people and build a stronger ~
Jammu and Kashmir

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
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NORTHERN RAILWAY Eg
NOTICE

Office of the Assistant Regional
Transport Officer Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to infonm the general public that my

CONDOLENCE

certificate who k studying in Lms..unwlmmlnm\iu for its
duplicate.f ambody has any objection hefshe may contact

With we regret to inform abaut the
sad demise of Shabir Ahmiad Khan 5/ Ghulam Ahmad ithan
Ffo Bishermber Nagar Khayam Srinegar. (Ex Senior Post

| _Pasdiatrician | = Whereas an application  for N SEven
PP B - re-regitration and change of Ky o, e date of utikatio of this reee o coction | | EeveyaratMalknas (ewrRanawon Stadham Grouna) o
¥ Firnzpor | Pyscian |61 address. of Ownership has been shall be entertained thereafter. 26/01/2024
oy SR, | ﬁ_aﬂum_l_ 1o received from  owner of Viehicle Th be najoint Prayers will tor 3udays
Damm"m:m conditions W uw-r"am s ovatabin on No DU3C- 7667 namely Sh Mushtag Ahmad Teli L |
Thoas Inleesated $ock ':y:!'l:dhmlmihnn h‘;“n akng il ther g‘.l'lnﬁf“ Bashir S/o Bashir ‘": F/olfran Ahmad 5“#55;3?#;1““
soniact daias i Chie Meﬁu;;ngwﬁ’!nmu Nothern Raiway | | type of vehicle Ford Ecasport Sonemnas b
wasicnal Hospital, Fiazpur! 1 (Punjab) up to 13.00 Hm on Now therefor it is notified for the
”?m' Chief Madical Supeit, | | information of the general public that objections if any | PUBLIC NOT|CE
/024 MR Firazpur | | to the proposed Re--Registration / Change of Address From The Principal
shall be filled in writing in the office of the | Haharia Hasool W/o Shabir Ah- District Judge, 5ri agar
Reglonal Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period mldDurln nuwasn-mr wmamnnmumr and from udge, H;kl"l“. 5
of 14 days from the date of publication of this naticein wd Dar Haseena Wi Late Abdul Majsed Bhat o
™HED o T orie. Hial i l.“.unl‘lr’a; BIJD!?jmm“mnmm Rl amuwmnm{fm " . R Sinagar .
el Mwum lmmsnﬂu AT H Sagas Fot Al Pumesss.| Futsm. Applican
e oty sy i repeswine o Behwwsecininte | | DATED 24-01-2026 m.*m“m'm:mmmmm tam | 1 imin
e G b Assistatn Reglonal Transpart | | gpjaction shall be entertained, 3 Sumaka Majeed
by e n| | PO Officer Budgam Kashmit | | Fehana Shabir W/o Shabir Ahmad Dar 1 Shugufta Majeed
Qo Rfa. 1 Srinagar inf 4 Adtaf Majeed Bhat
Aaib Mageed Bhat
Government of lammu & Kashmir = ‘) . h | Srﬁqlmemmmm i
sernment of nu & Kas all residerts o 1 Ganderpera
Office Of The Executive Engineer PW . INSTEL ot Mo R Kot T
(R&B) Division Shl:lplan Office Of The Executive Engineer »
il mibdiv ' PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag I the matter of I
- | Applic Issuance of af
wawmsnm NOTICE [NVITING TENDERS mneuunmm
CIVILWORKS TWO COVER SYSTEM 1o public at Large
MIT No: 103/4520-20/ 5PN/ Rni/e-Tendering /202324 Dated:-73-01-2024 Where the nullumntﬂ. FILED ABOVE TITLED PETITON BE-
FRESH NIT No 199 (2nd Call of NIT 184) of R&B/ANANTNAG/2023-24/ 19600-09 FORE THIS COLIRT OF ISSUANCE OF SUCCESSION certificate in

For and onbehalf of the L1 Governod UT ALK

L M&:&- Satall ki

Dated 25-01-2024 (E-tendering)

fawour of Petitioner(s) in respect of Rs 546,50, as debits ard
securities in name of Deceased Namely: Late  Abdul Majeed

it it Bhat /o Ghularm Mehamma Bhkat R/ Rathgora Ganderse
B [dameciwoh  Msordesd Eiioet | EMO (nklszef  [Tmeol Costoll/ AMANG  FSNaOate Far and on behalf of the President of indlia, e-tenders are invited on %eage basisfrom approved and 5,,:,““ _":, on 1+03-202, The petition is pending ﬂ:;
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g Tr— r—% i ments for sachof the following works: - = 5 : ; | 28-01-2024
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:’Ems x‘t’- T This. Court Of kssuance OF Succession certificate in favour of
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Jection for Issuarce of succession certificate, he/she / they shall
apmnr before mls eourl em!! personally or through counsel
of before 13-02-
202& Falling wham thl peﬂllunhtl ba taken up and approps-
ate orders will be passed in the sa

In case, the date fixed is declared as hDUd!r the matter shalk be
taken on the next warking day.

Givien under iy hand and sesl of this court on

231172073 lssued tentative senlorty lists of minsterial saff of School Education Depar
Dhgtrict Cadre Anantnag & stood on 2311172023 were notified for lnviting objections, If any
from the concermed,

Whereas, this office again vide Motification Moo NO.: CEQJANT/S1654+
H39/23 Dated: 22/12/2023 updated sersarity lists of Ministerisl staff of School Education
Department Dfdlxl .nm—m,g for inviting objections for fixing of final senicty; and

ereas, this office Bsued Final Sendoily List vide Motification Mo

remwxsss-u n51.n'?-l[)atnd 10/01/2024;
‘Wher

' mmnmmrdmmrﬂnmmmmsﬂ.ﬁmﬁnpam Mhud.dedmm Jawiad Ahmad
g allctment | A Principal District judge, Srinagar |
& % :
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From Mutton To Fruit,
City’s Pickle King’ Offers
Over 100 Pickle Varieties

enstomers like Suhail
"The strong smell

Srinagar: Known as “pickle
kingr of Kashmir', Ghulam
Qadir Senco of Mal sadalk
Habba Endnl offers mouth:
watering one-haidred
rieties of pickles rangi
from mutton and chiclken
to vegatables and froits,
Amidst personnl loss
during the s, Senoo's
unwavering passion and
diedication paid off
Having lost three fam
ily members and a trans-

coming out of these botthes

g
added while looking ot th
large bottles of pickles, “1
want to taste them as soon
s pogsible”

While explaining the
health benefits of pickles,
Senoo says his pickles con
help to control many ail-
ments, “The garlic pickle
is most sought after by
the costomers, The pgor-
lic pickles provide relief
to pecple suffering from

Comparing Returns

Gold vs. Mutual
Funds for Long-Term

Wealth Growth

Irstiad Mushtag

1 initial mvestment of Bs 10 Inkh in
gold with an annual prowth of 11.20%
aver o 20-year pertod would corrently
amount to around Rs 83 kh. Com
warsaly. saving Rs 10,000 por month for 20 years

port business, his story re-
flects not just suce put  Deart allments, high cho
a testament to resilisnee '-95“‘}"] and - respiratory
and determination. probsems. A b
“1 started a small shop SROG | SVIAMES | TIe
elobal promotion of Kash

Major structures in strategic locations around Srinagar have been lit up in tricolor zhead of the
75th Republic Day to be celebrated across India including Kashmir on Friday, KD Photo, Abid Bhat

30 years ago and expanded - o 4 would lead to an necumulnted amount of Bs 24
at miri pickles through on Srinagar Smart City lakh, with an annal returm of 11.20% , ultimate
Now | uﬂnr o line platforims, empha lyr tng fn o moturity amound of sround Rs

sizing the potential for
unemployed youth to em-
bark on similar ventures
For that, he is willing
to offer his services in
pirtng  entre

varieties. Our pickles find
their to international

83 lnkh

This raises the question of why we should
pursue higher returns of 15%, 18%, or 20% over
o long term pertod when cerinin nsset elnsses,
such o5 mutual funds, complimented by proper
diversification in equity and geld. can provide

Over 380 E-Bicycles Vandalized,

His son Abdul Majeed ns-
sists him in the business
off

With

kebab and ri
Senoo's shop has become
a culinary hub, drawing
admiration from first-time

. seeing it as a
ibution to both his
family's heritage and lo-
cal enlrure

Key Areas llluminated On
R-Day In Srinagar

Obsarver News Service

umu and Johangir Chowk

Srinagar:  The Srinagar
Municipal  Corporation
(SMC) has luminated sev
eral key areas in the city of
Srinnpar to celebrate up-
coming Republic Day.

To mark this signifl
cant day in India's history,
the SMC illmuinated the
Central Offfce in Karan

Flyover, Polo
\ Tew and Old Zero Bridpe.
This initiative aims
to infuse the ety with a
nse of pride and patrio
tism as the Nation cel-
ebeates Republic Day. The
stunming displ
ot these locatio
ns a symbol of unity and
the SMC's eommitment to

5 Stolen, Officials Claim

Oserver News Service

Srinagar: Over 330 bicycles of the total
1000 bieyeles were dedicated to
the peaple i o bid to promote o eco
Friendly environment in Srinagar m-
der the Smart City Project, have been
vandalized by people and 5 stolen, of
all on Wednesday.

A senbor afficial from the Srinngar

City Project, 380 have bests vandalized
and § hove been stolon

He said the curremt operational
fleet stands at 600 bicycles. down

from the initial 1000 eyeles. He alsa
said that due to the ougoing winter
season, they have reduced the num
ber af eycles.

Batamalloo To Have
State-0f- Art Souq Market

rinagar: Amid ongo
ing massive makeover
{1 the ety tnder the
Srinagar Smort City
projct, o state-of the-art
Souq market is coming up at
Batamalloo ares of Srimagar,
officials said on Thirsday
peroent of the project’s
constriction, which is expected
o cost ahout Rs 30 crore, hos al-
rendy been finisled, they said,
A senior official from the
Srinagar Smart City project
infarmed that the Batamalloo
ject comprises thres build-

loo is complete,” he said

The official said the con-
struethon eneompasses around
62 shops within the complex
annd the buildings ave set to
house a Souq market, dedicat-
ed specifically io showeasing
and promoting local crafts.

As per afficinls, the Soug
markut is expected to provide o
vibraut space for local artisans
e crafters to showease their
products. Among the ongoing
projects under the Srimagar
Smart City, the authorities have
also undertaken the beantifica-

batter refrmz

Furthermore, making a onetime invest

et of Bs 10 lakh ot 15% ansually after 30 years
woukd resulf in 1.6 Cr, indicating o 16 times
return, wheesss the same investment at 18%
would yield Rs L.73 Cr, equaling 27 times, and
20% retuns would equal s 3 830r. indicating a
30 thises peturn

Similarly, partoking in a SIP of Rs 10,000
per manth at 15% anmually over 20 years would
result in 132 or, or 8% at 1 8%, or 20% at 247
Cr by 20 years of monthly savings The question
now becomes whether the equity market is a
risky and dangerons bivestrmst.

Nonetheless, its crucial 1o ncknowbedge that
the Indian sconomy is growing ot & rapid pace,
with mere infrastructure, cement, ivon, technod
ogy, and corporate culture on the horizon, Our ex
peayses rise each day per manth os home expenses
ure nereasing day by day, so quality composies
will do more business. The population is expescted
to increass, leadisg to more consumption, and
logically more income for professional compe

project
ings labeled s A, B, and C. He
aid the infrastrocture work is
currsntly i progress

“The Souq market is a ey
eommponent of this development,
and its construction is advanc
img rapidly. As of now, B0% of
the ovarall project at Batomnl

The market is a key component of
0 his dse?é'gpmem andltsggnstructiun is
advancing rapidly. As of nuw.BO% of the overall
project at Batamalloo is complete

enhancing the beauty of
Srinagar while commenio-
rating this important day
in the country’s history.

thon of the Shalimar canal, gpan
ning approximately 1km, they
said, adeling, "This initiative
aims o enhance the sesthetic
appen] of the canal aren, provid-
ing2 resiclmts and visitors with
an lmproved enviromment for
leisure and recreation.”

agar Srinagar, as well as
varjous  proo i loen
tions including the Rajbagh
riverfront, Dal Lake, M.A

id that plans are
the uLm of

official nlso highlighted rhp :pl‘t’:el)l‘é
of dedicated maintennmes teams work
Ing tirelessly to repoir and restore the

levw bic

evo-friendly tr: art mud clean envi

ponmsent birt also contribute to makn

taining pood health ansong the people

These responsible for vandalizing or
1 s

cussions s the matter has breu taken
up by the concerned apsney,” the of
fi d

that the suce
cycling project

el driven velbcles”
Urging the people to embrace the
e and report sny suspi-

s of the ecofriendly

in hl\",ue
froam 5 1o 20
the eco-friendly

holding capack
eyeles, adding that,

transport will help in 1 the cious activities around docking sta-  on the collective respousibility and nbes. Therefore, with proper diversifieation in
carbosi emisston emonating out of the Yot or with bieycles, the officlal sald  awareness of the conmmanity. quatity mutual funds, schisving 1518% anminl
componnding is not far-fetched sfter comsnlting
trsidind naid takl hioes, aind pathen A
discilneplayasigiicantrole |
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Job woes
In Election Year

esplte the global headwinds due to the war

in Ukraine and the expanding conflict in the

Middle East, the Indian economy is doing rela

tively well India’s economy is experiencing ro-
bust growth at approximately 7% per vear, making it the
fastest-mrowing among the world's major econoamies, But
the benefits aren't sufficiently trickling down to people.
Despite this economic expansion, job eppartunities re-
main limited, and the mmpen[ fon1 1s hitense, wnth nnly
g:rud\mles from well know sectiring d L
positions. In the 202223 period, the unemployment rate
for college praduates stood at 13.4%, a figure significant-
1y higher than the country's overall unemployment rate
of 2.2%, as per official government data. According to re-
ports. merely 8% of India's total workforee is employed
in the arpanized sector, referring to businesses regis
tered with the government. The majority of the popula-
tion sustains their livelihoods in the extensive informal
sector, emphasizing the prevalence of employment out-
side the formal, repulated economy.

The recent Kantar Indin Union Budget Survey 2094
has revealed the prevailing anxieties among urban In-
dians, with rising inflation and job security topping the
list. The survey’s findings reveal a signifieant shift in
concerns compared to the previous year, with 57% of
responsdents expressing worry about rising inflation,
marking a substantial increase from 27% in 2023, Job
security is another area of growing apprehension. with
one in three Indians expressing concerns about poten-
tial Iayoffs. These worries are not unique to India, as
global issues like recession. economic slowdown, and
multinational conflicts weigh on the minds of individo-
als worldwide.

Despite these concerns, a remarkable 57% of Indians
maintain a positive outlook on India's economic growth
in the coming year. This optimism is rooted in the be-
lief that the government will play a crucial role in safe-
guarding the country from economic challenges. With
2024 being an election year, there is an expectation that
the government will be responsive to public sentiment,
acting as both a protector against inflation and a bene-
factor through middle class-friendly budget measures,
potentially offering relief in income taxes,

This year's pre-election budget is thus eagerly await-
ed and the union government will be expected to ad-
dress a wide array of concerns of the middle class, and
more pressingly thoss living below the poverty line.
Expectations are moderate, but there is hope for palicy
changes, especially in income tax structures, to enhance
disposable income. The BJP which goes to elections with
all guns biazing would be cautious about the econcmy,
more particularly, the wgent need for jobs for the bur-
geoning demographic of youth entering the workforce,

[0 ER 0PN o |
Dal, Roti, Cheeni

nternational food prices have eased considerably from

their 2022 peaks. The benchmark FAQ Food Price Index

in December was 10,1 per cent below its level one year

ago ond 28 per cent down from its all-time high scaled
in March 2022, after Russin's invasion of Ukraine. But this
story of global deflntion is contrary to the Indian siruation,
where the official consumer food price index inflotion ruled
ot %5 per cent in December. The domestie inflationnry pres-
sures are coming from basic foods: Pulses, cereals and sugar.
In other words, dal-voti-cheeni It's not for nothing that the
Centre I8 worried, especinlly with national elections doe in
hardly three months” time. Retail food inflation sveraged just
0.2 per cent during the year leading to the last Lok Sablu polls
i AprilMay 2019, The Narendra Modi povernment knows
that food prices matter for voter ssntiment

The government’s strategy to rein in food inflation has
been a heterodox mix of export and trading curbs along with
import liberalisation. Thus, exports of wheat, non-basmati
wiite rice. sugar and oion have been banned, denying ndian
forrmers and agel businesses the opportunity to benefit from
high international prices, whether in 2022 {for the first) or now
{for the other thres), Stocking limits have been imposad in
wheat and pulses for traders, processors as well as big-chain
retaflers. Curbs have been ploced on sugar mills with regard
to diversion of cane jiios and intermediate-stage molasses for
manufecture of fuel ethanol, industrinl-grade rectified spirit
and potable alechol. Simultanesusly. tparts of major pulses
and erude edible oils have bean allowed at zevo or very low
duties till March 31, 2025 Notwithstanding all these supply
side measures, rice is refailing at an all-lindia average (modal)
price of Rs &0/l (Rs 36 a year ago), milled avhar (pigeon pea)
at R 150/kg (Ra 110}, chana (chickpea) ot Rs 80k (Ra 68), sug
ar ot Ra 45/kg (Rs 40) and ondon at Rs 30/kg (Rs 25).

The goveriment approach reflects an exeessive pro-con
sumer policy bias. Such bias, apart from being anti-producer,
Hn't in longterm consumer interest either. Both producers

The Battle Against
Exam-Induced Fear

PM's Pariksha Pe Charcha, Timely Call For Change

Shahid Shabir Hussain Makh

& the nation gears up for
the 2024 examinations,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's wisbonary
initiative, "Pariksha Pe Charcha,”
takes on new significance with
a focused vision for pioneering
eduention reforns. Bayond being
an annual event, this initiative
represents a strategic roadmap
alkgned with the Prime Minister's
forward looking vision for the
npeoming examinations and the
broader edueational lnndscape

In India where the pressure
of academic performance welghs
heavily on the shoulders of stu-
dents, Prime Minister Navendrn
Modi's visbonary initiative, “Parik-
sha Pe Charcha,” smerpges as a bea
coni af hope and o call for transfor.
mative change. This anmnieal event,
now a staple In the scademie enlen-
dar, reflects the government’s com-
mitment to addressing the perva.
sive tssue of examination-induced
fear among students.

The concept of "Pariksha Pe
Charcha” is o strategic interven-
tion aimed at fostering o positive
environment around  examina-
tions. The initistive involves the
Prime Minister engaging directly
with students, parents. and teach:
ers, sharing insights. anscdotes,
and valuable tips to alleviate the
stress associnted with exmus.

Statistical dota from various
educational surveys highlights
the alarming prevalerice of exam-
related stress. According to a re
cent survey condueted by [Eduen
tion lusights Foundation], over
0% of students experience high
levels of stress during examina-
tion periods, adversely affecting
thelr mental well belng

With the 2084 examinations
in sight, the Prime Minister's call
for & poaradigm shift in examina-
tion methods gains significance,
Analysing datn from past exnmi-
nations reveals patterns that ludi
eate the limitations of traditional
nasessment formats. PM Modi's vi-
sion Involves incorporating data
driven strategies for evaluation,
nsuring a more accurate repre
sentation of a student's capabili-
ties. Continuons evaluation, prac-
tieal assessments, and skill-based
testing are integral components of
this transformative vision,

Recognizing the psychological
toll of exams, PM Modi's vision for
2024 priovitizes the mental well
being of students. As per statisti-
cal insights from mental health
foumdations, the link between
prolonged exam stress and men
tal health issues is evident. The
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As the world
moves towards
aknowledge-
based and
technologically
driven future, the
Prime Minister's
vision for the 2024
examinations
includes robust
technological
integration.
Statistical trends
from global
reports, such as
those from the
World Economic
Forum, emphasize
theincreasing
demand for digital
skills

Graceful Gestures

1 the hustle and bustls of our cut-
tingedpe lives, where efficlency
and speed often take priority, the

lgnificance of mannerism can

occasionally be neglected. Manner-
ism, the diffused artwork of carrying
out oneself with groce and politeness,
is an undying distinetive feature that
provides g touch of beauty to our inter
octions. Beyond being an insignificant
social nicety, it plays a pl\ nul m]e in

ing. At its center, manmerism displays
a comikzancs of the impast our move
ments can have on the ones around us
amd a dedication to contributing defi-
nitely to our shared areas.

Ome of the profornd benefits of
talning mannerism ks its abllity to
put the foundation for meaningfol
ralatbonships. Politeness, kindiwss,
and attention form the cornerstone of
wholesome interactions. By adopting a

&nmru.g

aned eonsumers benefit from palicy that is predictable and sia
ble, not knee-jerk amd reactive. Indinn agriculture has been
o vhetim of short-termism, which has deterred much-needed
investments in processing, cold storage. marketing and re-
search. Such investments will unleash the productive poten-
tial of the farm sector, providing a more sustainable solution
to food inflation. Post election, that shoubd also be the focws of
the next government

The Indian Express

Environ
ments, .'uul contributing to personal
and expert achievement.

Manmerism isn't restrained to o
hard and fast of inflexible regalations;
rather, it is an expression of consider
ation and appreciation for others, It
feamres a spectrnm of behaviers, from
easy pestures Ml protecting doors
open for athers fo greater sumplicated
mterpersonal competencies like pow.
erful communique and active listen-

d technique, we create an eco
system of constderation and warmth
making it sasier for others 10 conmnect
to us o o deeper stage. Whether in
nan-publie relationships or expert st
tings, the artwork of mannerism will
become o bridge that fosters idorma
tiom and cooperation.

e o world wherein anyone
priovitizes kindness and attention.
Mannsriam hns the ey o convert
o envirosment into havens of tran
quility and positivity. When peeple

Prime  Minister’s
through direct interactions dur-

interverition,

ing "Pariksha Pe Chare
to address this concern
The 2084 examinations are envi
sioned not just as an academic
challenge but as an opportunity to
promote a positive and supportive
enviromment for students.

Exam stress is not Just a
statistical phenomenocn:; it has
tangible peychological effects,
According te [Mental Health
Foundation], prolonged exposure
to high-stress levels can lend to
anxiety disordars and depression
mong students. PM Modi's divect
interaction with students serves
a8 a vital intervention, creating a
platform for expressing COLCErTS
and seeking i 1

tions for Prime Minister Naren-
drn Modi's "Pariksha Pe Charcha”
event has become the talk of the
towi. Thiz overwhelming re
sponse not enly reflects the press.
tng need for chauge in the current
aducation system but also ampli
fies the resonance of PM Modi's vi-
slon for o transformative approsch
to examinngtions.

Seathstical data reveals a stag
pering incrense in student regis-
trations for this year's "Pariksha
Pe Charcha” According to affi
cial fignres released by the Min
fstry of Education, the number
of registrntions hoas witnessed a
year-on-year growth of over 50%,
pointing towards on undeniable
SAETIESS among students o en
gage with the Prime Minister
on isswes reloted to exams and
academic stress. The henvy rush
in registrations is indicative of
a gollective yearning for change
within the student community. It
underscores the uwrgency felt by
students to address the challeng.
o5 associated with the traditionnl
examination system, The unprec
edented rush in student registra-
tiona for “Pariksha Pe Chareha”
this year signifies a poignant
moment in the educational land-
scape. It is not merely a statisti-
cal anomaly but a collective voice
echolng the need for a relmagined
approach to exmminations. As the
nation eagerly awalts the ins

contributing to improved mental
health outcomes.

For the 2084 examinstions,
PM Modi's vision extends beyond
classrooms to the socletnl frame-
work shaping students” lives,
Acknowledging the statistical
impact of parental expectations
and societal pressures on student
miental heal I||. ihe Prime Minlster
ndvocates for increased porental
involvement. This vision sims to
create oworeness and fester au
envirenment where parents play
a constructive rode in supporting
their children through the exam

process.
As the world moves townrds a
knowledge based and technologi
cally driven future, the Prime Min
ister's vision for the 204 examing-
tiowes ineludes robust technologieal
integration. Statistical trends from
global reparts, such o those from
the World Economic Forum, em-
ize the increasing demand for
digital skills. PM Moddi's advocacy
for technology in education aligns
with this global shift, ensuring
that students are well-equipped for
the challenpea of a rapidly evalv
ing digital landscaps.
As the anticipation builds for
the 2024 exnminntions, au extraor-
dinary surge in student registra-

and from Prime M
ter Mavendra Modi, i
that "Pariksha Pe Charcha® has
become mors than an event; it is
a symbol of hope and transforma
tion for students seeling a bright-
er and more Mlfilling acedemie
Tuture in 2024 and beyond

“Pariksha Pe Charcha”™ un-
derlines a comprehensive vision
for the 2004 examinations and
beyond. Prime Minlster Modi's
commitment to holistic educa-
tion, data-driven examination
methods, mental well-being, p
rental support, and technologi-
enl integration collectively sig
nifies o transformative journey
for the education system. As the
nation prepares for the upcom-
ing examinations, this vision be-
comes a beacon of change, usher-
ing in an era of education that is
not just aboul exmms but about
preparing students for a future
full of possibilities,

Views expressed in the

article ave the author's own and
do not necessarily represent

the editorinl stance of

Kazhnuir Observer

The author is Srinagar based
freelance writer and Colummnist
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embrace correct monmers. condlicts
are minimized, and the peneral envi
rownent furms into comducive to cok
aboration and creativity, A palite and
respectful enviroument murtures a feel
of network and belonging. countribat-
ng to the overnll well belng of s ki
habitaxts.

T the axpert realty, manmorism s
o precions asset which can set people
wpart in their caveers. Employers of
tom cost persorinel who ne longer only
excel of thelr abilities however addi
tionally show off a high degree of pro-
fessionaliam ond cowtesy. Effective
eomversation, pancnlity, mui a defier
suitinl demeanor decormte one's profies
shonal recognition, establishing doots
to possibilities and advancement

Mammerism isn't always hadiest a
nowrpublie exercise however it Is also
a eatabyat for wonderful exchangs in
society, The ripple elfect of courteous
conduct can encourage others to un-

dertake comparable attitudes, grow-
ing & eollective movement chossr 1o a
greater thoughtfiol and compassionate
lnternational, In this way, the effect af
mannerism extends far beyond person-
al interactions, infloencing groups and
shaping the cultural fabric,

In a world that is conthmowsly
ovalving, the undying sssence of man
nerism stays a beacon of mildness,
gubding us townrds a greater graceful
and harmorbous lifestyle, Tt is a profer
ehoe to embrace the artwork of consid
eration, politeness, and respect—and
funding in the first-rate of our inder-
acthonz and the properbeing of our
groups, As we navigate the conphexi-
thes of olar Hyves, let us now pot iseglect
the transformative power of manner-
ism, for in its subtlety lies the key to
growing a greater stunning and liter
eannaeted world

D Mudasir Ahenod Gori
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Navigating Life's Battl

Choosing What Truly Matters

SIMILARLY,
CONFRONTING
SOMEONE OVER A
MINOR MISTAKE OR
ARGUING ABOUT
PREFERENCES
MAY SEEM trivial
when considering the
broader landscape of
life. The realization
that these battles
contribute little to
personal growth or
the betterment of
one's circumstances
prompts a shiftin

focus

_ WasimKakroo
n the intricate dance of life,
individuals often find them-
selyes entangled in a common

pitfall = the relentless pursuit of

perfection and control, leading to
incessant battles over what can
be aptly termed as “small stuff”

This pursuit transforms life into

a4 continuous series of conflicts,

draining energy and overshad-
owing what truly matters. In
this article, we will explore the
toll of constant strife and pres-
ents a prescription for breaking
free from the cycle. It delves into
the significance of embracing
life’s imperfections, reassessing
priorities, and recognizing the
insignificance of diily disagree-

personal desires s a perilous
Journey thar often leads to un-
?plnm and frustration. Life
nherently unpredictable and
nmly conforms to our expecta-
tions, Others. too, may not be-
have in the ways we wish or an-
ticipate, Insisting on an ideatized
wersion of reality sets the stage
for continuous  dissatisfaction,
a5 the world does not adhere to
our script. Constantly grappling
against this fundamental truth
becomes a source of perpetual
bartles, draining emotional re-
serves and clouding the path to
contentment.

The relentless guest for control
over every detail can be exhawst-
ing. creating a mindset where
even minor deviations from the

ments, 1y,
for choosing bat‘tlcs wlwbr s a

pathway to living a stress-free
and fulfilling life,

Falling into the pitfall of inces-
santly fighting over "small stuff™
is a commaon Erap that many in-
dividuals unknowingly stumble
inta, In their pursuit of perfection
or control, they engage in con-
stant arguments and confronta-
tions over trivial matters. This
perpetual state of conflict frans-
forms life into a relentless series
of battles, leaving individuals
drained and frustrated, The fo-
cus on these insignificant issues
overshadows what truly matters,
diverting atrention away from
mmninﬂul pursaits and genuine
sources of The toll

d script become signifi-
cant sources of stress Accept-
ing the inherent imperfections
and unpredictabilities of life, on
the other hand, is 1 key step to-
ward ml.tivaling resilience and
peace of mind Recognizing that
some battles are better keft un-
Tought allows for a more adap-
tive and harmonious approach
o navigating life’s uncertainties.
Embracing the ehb and fow of
existence rather than resisting
it becomes a prescription for a
more balanced and fulfilling fife.

EMBRACING LIFE'S IMPERFECTIONS:

Chonsing a more peaceful path
in life hinges on the conscious
decision to discern which bat-
tles are truly worth fighting and
which are better beft untouched.
It is a mindful approach that

of constant strife can be mentally
and emotionally exhausting, con-
tributing ro a sense of dissarisfac-
tion with life. Recognizing and
breaking free from this cycle is
essential for reclaiming a sense of
balance and perspective, allow-
ing individuals to redirect their
enerry towards more meaningful
endeavors and fostering a greater

sense of contentment. By under-
!WI!'II the pirfalls o‘r fmmng
over "small stufl.” one can pave
the way for a more harmonious
and fulﬁlhnglkfl’

PRESCRIPTION FOR UNHAPPIMESS:
The pursuit of having ewery
aspect of life align perfectly with

the inherent imper-
fections of life and the diversity
of people. By acknowledging
these truths, one opens the door
to & more tranguil existence. In-
stead of viewing differences and
imperfections as sources of con-
tention, they become integral
aspects of a contented life,
Acceptance becomes a guid-
ing principle, fostering a sense
of inner peace. Embracing the
diversity of individuals and the
mperfect nature of existence
allows for a more harmonious
coexistence with the world. The
once nded in need-
less battles over inconsequential
matters is redirected toward ap-
preciating the richness of lifes

tapestry. This conscious decision
o let go of unnecessary conflicts
liberates one from the shackies
of discontent.

In the tapestry of human in-

ten entices people into battles
over seemingly inconsequen-
tial matters, such as choos-
ing a restaurant, discussing a
S('ll[l:h on a car, or debating

tenactions, fnizing that ev-

s parking habits.

eryone is on their unigue jour-
ney and thar life {s a mosaic of
experiences leads to a deeper
sense of understanding. By con-
sciously choosing to mavigate
these differences with equa nim-
ity, individuals pave the way for
a more serene and contented
way of being.

PRIDRITIES:

In the intricate dance of life, it
becomes imperative to question
the worthiness of ceqtain hattles,
evaluating whether the energy
and stress invested align with
their actual significance. Reflect-
ing on the compulsive need to
prove enesell right in a disagree-

L SOMmeone over 1
minor mistake, or argue about
preferences opens the gateway
to a profound reassessment of
priorities,

Often, the battes we engage in
are fueled by the desire to assert
dominance, validate our opin-
ions, or seek a sense of control.
However, a closer examination
may reveal that the cost in terms
of mental and emotional well-
being outweighs the perceived
benefits. The | of be-

In the grand tapestry of life,
however, these issues are of-
ten insignificant. Recognizing
this truth and refraining from
engaging in unnecessary con-
flicts ower such trivial matters
becomes a pathway to a more
stress-free existence.

The choice of a restaurant or
the presence of a small scrarch
on 4 car may momentarily an-
noy. but in the broader context
of life's challenges, they are
mere blips on the radar. Chan-
neling energy away from these
daily disagreements allows for
a more mindful allocation of
resources, fostering a sense of
tranquility.

Choosing not o fight over
these small matters is not a sur-
render but a strategic decision
o preserve one's mental and
emotional well-being. It is an
acknowledgment that not every
battle is worth the toll it takes on
one's peace of mind. By adopt-
ing this perspective, individuals
pave the way for a more harmo-
nious and fulfilling life, prioritiz-
ing meaningful connectians and
pursuits over the transient and

1 d

of it only leads to stress and dis-
satisfacrion.

By chouosing batthes wisely, in-
dividuals conserve their energy
for what truly matters, invest-
ing time and effort in pursuits
that contribute to 3 harmonious
and fulfilling life. Embracing the
imperfections of life and relin-
quishing the need for absolute
contral allows for 2 more flexible
and adaptive approach. In pri-
oritizing tranguility over perfec-
tion, individuals find themselves
better equipped to navigate the
complexities of existence, foster-
ing a sense of contentment and
fulfillment that transcends the
fleeting victories of being right
of in control.

1. Prioritize Perspective:

Take a step back and assess the
situation. Ask yoursell whether
the issue at hand will matter in
a day, a week, or a year, Often,

gaining perspective helps in re-
alﬂing the insignificance of the

“srmall stuff*

Practice Mindfulness:

Cultivate mindfulness to stay
present in the moment. Mind-
fulness allows you to detach
from immediate emotions .md

ing right in a disagreement may
pale in comparison to the dam-
age inflicted on relationships and
personal peace,

Similarly, confronting some-
one over a4 minor mistake or
arguing about preferences
seem trivial when considering
the broacer landscape of life.
The realization that these bat-
tles contribute litthe to personal
growth or the betterment of
ane’s ClrumSLances prompis a
shift in focus. Reassessing priori-
ties ivolves recognizing that not
every battle is worth the invest-

that pegper the fabric of every-
day existence,

A STRESS-FREE LIFE:

In the pursuit of & fulfilling
life, the shift from the unreal-
istic expectation of everything
waorking out perfectly to priogi-
fizing a relatively stress-free ex-
istence is paramount. Choosing
battles wisely becomes a criti-
cal strategy in this endeavor.
The primary goal transitions
from: an obsession with perfec-
tion to valuing tranguility and
peamal mind.

ment of time and ional cur-
rency, redirecting energy toward
endeavors that genuinely matter

v In-
\'olm 4 conscious decision to
Irtpcul’tbr need to be right in

Ming the
1o choose 3 more measu
spanse to minor irritations.

3. Choose Your Battles:

Before engaging in a disagree-
ment, evaluate its significance. 15
it worth the potential stress and
strain on relationships? Opt to
Jet o of battles that won't con-
tribute positively o your well-
being or the situation.

4. Communication is Key:
Foster open and honest com-
munication. lnstead of immedi-
ately reacting to a minor issue,
express your feelings calmly
and listen actively to the other
person’s perspective. Often, un-

and toone’s
well-being and relationships.

THE INSIGNIFICANCE OF DAILY
NSAGREEMENTS:
The minutiae of daily life of-

the mnmn of contmol over lifes
unpredictable course. This shift
in mindset acknowledges that

perfection is an  unattainable
|deal. and the relentless pursuit

cach other's view-
points can prevent unneEcessary
conflicts.

5. Develop a Sense of Humor:
Leam to laugh at life’s imper-

fections. Humor can be a power-
ful tool in diffusing fension and
putting minor issues into con-
tesct. It shifts the focus from frus-
tration to a more lighthearted
perspective.

B. Practice Acceptance:

Embrace the idea that imper-
fections are a natural part of life,
Accept that not everything will
go a5 planned, and people will
have different opinions and hab-
its. Acceptance paves the way for
a more peaceful coexistence,

7. Choose Salutions, Not Blame:

When faced with a challenge,
focus on finding solutions rather
than assigning blame. Shifting
the mindset from blame to prob-
lem-sobving  redirects  energy
toward constructive outcomes,
avoiding unnecessary conflicts
over who ks at faule.

8, Establish Clear Boundaries:

Clearly define your boundar-
bes and communicate them to
others. Establishing boundaries
helps prevent recurring conflicts
over the same issues. When ev-
eryone understands the limies, it
becomes. easier 1o avoid unnec-
essary battkes.

9, Practice Gratitude:

Cultivate a habit of gratitude,
Reflect on the positive aspeets
of your life and relationships.
This can create a buffer against
getting bogged down by minor
Inconveniences, fostering a more
m‘smur and appreciative out-

k.

10. Choose Empathy:

Put yoursell in the other per-
son's shoes. Consider their per-
spective and motivations. Un-
derstanding where someone else
is coming from can reduce the
Hkelihood of conflict, especially
when the matter at hand is rela-
tively small

The wuethor is u leensoed elinicnl
freipetherlingist (valn e igf o,
Mesticad College Srinajar) nd

Feareily therprist it Comtre o
Mental Hendth Serriees (CMHS)
it Reenrhagph Seivaogrer. My coo e
rrachend af ST I
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KIA Launches New Sonet at Rs 7.99 Lakh

Srinagar: Kix, India's leading
premium carmaker, has in
troduced its most premium
Coimpact SUV - Ehe New Sonet,
at a special introductory price
starting from Rs 799 Lakhs
(Ex-showroom) nationwise,

Unveiled in December 2023,
this - latest iteration of Kia's
second best-selling innovation
boasts 25 safety features, in
cluding an eutstanding ADAS
with 10 autongmous features
and a rebust 15 Hi-Safety fea
tures, Kia, India said in a state
ment ro Kashmis Observer

The vehicle hosts over 70
Connected car features includ-
Ing 'Find My Car with SVM,
which gives a surround view
of cars vicinity and Hinglish
comimands to make Sonet the
mast comfortable drive, it fur-
ther said.

According to Kia, the New
Sonet offers a diverse range
of driving experiences with
its availability in 19 different
wvariants, including the 5 Diesel
Manual variants starting fram
INE 979 lakh=. Segment-best
ADAS Lewel 1, Teaturing 10
autonomois functions, is ac
cessible in the fop-of-the-line
variants for both diesel @nd
petrol engines: The GT Line and
X-Line variants in Pecrol costs
INR 1450 and 14, Lakhs
and the Diesel costs 1550 and
15,68 Lakhs, respectively

The new muscular and
ipottier Sonet refaing is
tinctive road sence with
an upright body style, Packed

with 10 autonomous fearures,
Iike Front Collision-Avoldance
Assist [FCAL Leading Vehicle
Departure Alert (LVDA), and
Lane Following Assist ]
ar . the latest
eration of the popular compact
SUV deeply resonates with the
personali r\.' of modern Indian

Ena |I:I1||u 2 safer driving

ience, it also boasts Rod
5 Hi Safety features standard
across the variants, consist
ing of & ags, Electronic

Stability Control [ESCL amd
Vehicle Stability Management
[VSM], to mame a few, With
this introduction in Sonet, Kia
has made G Airbags standard
across its product portfolio,

Announcing  the launch/
price of the new Sonet, M
Myung-sik Sehn, Chiel Sales
and Business Strategy Officer.
Kia Inchia, said, "We are once
Again premimmizing  the
Compact SUV segment by in-
troducing the new Sonet.

The old Sonct disrupted
the segment with (s excep
tional design and technolgi-
cal prowess, and with the new
Sonet, we are taking that win
ning proposition much higher
We are adding a subszantial
value-for-money  proposition
at the back of low maintenance
and a top-tier safety proposi
tion with the most advanced
ADAS technolegy, Additionally,
it also proudly stands as the

most connected car in its seg
e, uring  enjoyable
Hinglish commands and futu-
Istic Features like the Surround

View Monitor, all designed to

provide the best Compact SUV
driving experience for both
shorter and longer commuites.”

Furthermore, the Sonet
hiosts 10 best-in-segment fea
tures, including Dual Sereen
Connected  Pancl  Design
Rear Door Sunshade Curtain,
and All Door Power Window
one-touch  Auto  up/down
with Safety, to name & few.
Compared to the nearest ri-
vals. the new Sonet has ar least
11 advantages over m and
5 the most technologically
advanced  amd  feature-rich

Compact SUV, The new Sonet
now inchides an uplifted front
facade with a new grille and
new Buimper design, Crown
Jewel LED Headlamps, Ri&
Crystal Cut Alloy Wheels, and
Star Map LED Connected Tail
Lamps.

Similar to the owtgoing
version of the wehicle, the
new Somet again creates a
benchmark while oflering a
Conpnected Car experienee

The weliicle boasts 70+
Connected Car  experiences,
redefining the ownership and
driving experience. With the
introduction of features like
Find My Car with Surround
View Monitor (SVM), Hinglish
Vi Commands, Valler Mode
and Remaote Window Control,
to mame a few, the new Sonet
not only offers convenience o
the custoaners but alsa ensures
an additional layer of safety,

The latest avatar of Sonet
also medefines the in-cabin
experience with luxe interiors
comprising the tech-oriented
dashboard, the LED Ambient
Sound Lighting, Dual Screen
Connectad Panel Design Full
Digital Cluster with 26.04cm
||G 257) Color LED MID
and 260%m (10.257) HD
Touchsereen Navigarion, Mew
T Line Loga on Steering wheel
and 5 interior colour options
with 1 new colour. The car is
also available in New Pewter
Olive Body colour long with
8 Monotone, 2 Dual Tane and 1
Matte Flisish colour

Northern Railway
Celebrates 14th

neeis

National Voters' Day s celebrat-
ed on January 25 every yearn
across the country to mark the
foundation day of the Election
Commission af India, ie. 25th
January 1950, The main pur
pose of the MVD celebration is
o create electoral awareness
amongst citizens and encour-
age them (o participate m the
clectoral  process,  Dedicated
to the wvorers of the country,
the Mational Vioters Day is also
used to facilitate enrolment of
woters, especialty the mawly
eligible young viters. New voi-
ers are felicitated and hapded
over their Elector Photo ldentity

National Voters Day

Card [EPIC) in the NVD fune-
thoiis hiedd acioss the country,
To mark the Mational Voters
Day celebration, “Vater's Day™
was organized at Headquartess
Office, Baroda House, New Delhi
ID(I.W Shiri Shobilan Choudhury,
neral  Manager, Marthern
kulw W administered “Voter's
ath™ o railway employess
and encouraged them o cxer-
e their vede in elections fear-
lessly, without being inffuenced

menk Shu &ny Kumar Slug]ui
Additional Ceneral Manager
NR., Heads of Departments and
other senior officials and stall
were PII“.L‘I’" on the secasion,

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE1

New Era Of

incidents, an 81 per cent reduc-
thon in civilian deaths, and 2 48 per 20
cent decline in the death of security

through,” he said.

Jamnmu

20 and thi
3 crone in 200

5

and  Kashmar
investments worth Rs 207 crore in
increased to Rs
23, he gaid,

Earlier it was impossibh B
job withour a political recommen
dation or colruption, he said.

LG Attends

received

witness
showers

a with few inches of snowfall pos

sible over some plains. Jammu may
light o mo
and  snowfall
higher reaches of the region. he was — had

crate rain
over the

arou

Climate activist, D, Raja Muzaffar
Bhat, also voiced concern over the
musch delayed snowfall, and said, “Iit
has beo

1t 45 days since we

The
brings hope to businesses that rely
on winter tour
beauty enhance

anticipation  of  snewfall

M, as the soenic
by snow not only

forces, This shows that a new era o
liappiness and peace has begun in
Jammo and Kashmiin” he said.

He credited Modi's leadesship for
transfarming Jammu and Kashmir,
which was “known for terrorism”,
Intoa towrism huls,

Shah also wirtually distribated
more  than 1,000  appointment
letters o Jammu  and  Kashmir
Admi ative Service {JKAS] and
police: officers, and compassionate
appointees,

The tre revoked Article 370
wihich accorded a special status (o
the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Rashmir, on August 5, 2019, The
government also divided Jammu
and Kashmir into rwo union terri
tories — Jamimu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh

Shah said terror financing has
also been curbed in Jammu and
Kashmlr,

“Propertics are being sealed and
attached. A lot of terror organi
tions have been banned to curb
their activiries,” i aaid,

Praising Modi, be aid the prime
minister has transformed Jamimi
and Kashmir, which was “known for
terrarism”, into a tourism hul,

When Article 370 was scrapped,
several leaders who had been tak-
Ing advantage of it and had made
democracy a joke said it would
ol ll.ha: any effect on Jammu and
Kashimir. Bul there has been a huge
.mu the home minister said,

The era of bomb blases, firings,
stope-pelting and shutdowns has
been replaced by education, schools,
colleges, medical colleges, manage-
ment institutions, induseries and
tructure. This ks a big change
Jammu amd Kashmir & going

“Nearly Rs 6,000 crore of imnves-
ments are in the pipeline. This
shows progress” he said, adding

that Jammuo and Kashmir's Gross
State  Domestic  Product  (GSEFP)
has increased from Rs | lakh crore
im 2014-15 to Re 2,37.937 crore in
20232-23,

Shah further appealed to the
youth of Jammu and Kashmir to
enrol themselves as voters and be-
come part of the democratic setup
of the country,

“The youth of Jammi and Kashmir
wilio carry computers in their hands
instead of stones are connected
and contributing to the progress of
Jammu and Kashmir. Over 7 lakh
youths have taken part in sports
and this i 4 big thing."” he said.

|amirm i getting IDIIL‘ buses ind
these will ensure a reliabla, com
fortable, economical and durable
public transport facility for the pee.
ple of the district, the home minis-
ter said,

These buses will alsa ply from
|amimi bo Katra, Kathia, Udhampr
and on internal routes of Janmu,

“These buses will not anly resolve
commuting probiems of the people
In the coming days but will alse be
very useful from the environmental
point of view," Shah said,

Referring fo those who received
thelr appointment letters, Shah said
e new recruits include 96 [KAS of-
licers, 63 Account Gazetle Service
officers and 50 Police Service
officers.

These officers have got these jobs
on the basis of menit, he said, adding
that during Mo rentire, jobs are
provided on the basis of examina
tion papers and not recommenda
tion slips.

National

the LG said.

| appeal to all the officers at the
registration nfrm_\ to ensure that
il 1 is included in
. he added. Sinha

Day |\Imj{r to the officials and the
people, and congratulated the new-
ly enrolled clectors.

He appreciated the efforts of the
Election Department for registering
2,31 lakh new electors in J&K during
the Special Summary Rl

On the eccasion, the LG laid the
foundation stone for Regional EVM
warehouse at Cele, Jammue with
a storage capacity of 5000 EVM/
VWPATS to be constructed at a cost
of Rs 6.81 crore

He also felicitated the Electoral
Roll officers and handed over ap-
pol.lllnuﬂ letters te newly appoint-

d Election assistants,

Rajiv  Kumar, Clm‘[ Election
Commissioner of India congratu
lated the people on the occasion.
through & viden message.

B Sharma Election
Commissioner J&K: Atal Dullos,
Chief Secretary; Pandurang K. Pole,
Chief Elecroral Officer and senior of-
ficers attended the event.

Bharat  Bhushan,  Chairman,
District  Development  Council
Jammuy, prominent  citzens and

youth in large number were ilso
present

Marional Voters Day is celebrated
on January 25 every year, all across
the country to mark the loundation
day of the Election Commission of
India,

Kashmir Holds

quoted a5 saying. The forecaster
said 4 third disturbance may af-
fect the region with & possibilty of
60-70% from 30th Jannary to Ind
February.

According o him.  the  third
Western Disturbance will have a
stronger intensity as compared to
the first two. He said that no con
tinuous precipitation or snowfall
s expected anywhere and that the
temperatures  will  significanthy
drop from 25ch January,

Speaking to Kashmir Observer,

a distinguished author and poet
Zareel Ahmad Zareel said that
snowfall is a lifeline to Kashmir
which keeps the Kashmir valley
alive in rhe sense that it provides
ter for all seasons.
In the absence of snowlall, the
looming threat of water scarcity
casts a shadow ower us, Once, the
winter months browght [reczing
lL[II|JlIJ1LIIL5 SeCUring water for
the remaining seasons, now all that
has changed” Zareef said.

“Thiere were times when spowlall
was absent for extended periocds,
yet the mountains teemed with
glaciers. mitigating the snowfall
deficit, Tod ay, inhabitants of remote
villages have fo take fo the streets
o protest water scarcity,” he added.

Zareef while pointing out the ad
verse effects of deforestation and
climate change, criticized the pres-
ent generation for disrupting the
environment  despite  posscasing
knowledge. “Kashmir valley flour.
Ished with nearly 42,000 majestic
chinar trees, today. a mere 3,300
remtain, The lush green cover has
dwindled sig: nifican thy. underscor
ing the prefound changes we've
witnessed,” he said,

pitation, leaving people
high and dry. Kashmir is witness
Ing temperatures surpassing those
of cities like Delhi, Lucknow and
Jammu, Flowers are prematurely
sprouting and tourism is hitting a
howe”

He addid that the activiry in our-
st hotspots like Gulmarg has taken
asevere hit, leaving sledge drivers,
skiers, and others in the tourlsm
sector jobless. “The anticipation
for snowfall fooms as uncertainty
hangs In the air, Businesses, par
ticularly those dealing in wineer
Jackets and shoes, are witpessing a
‘noticeahie drop in sales, reflecting
the impact of these un usual weath.
er patterns on people’s livelihoods,”
Raga said,
hope we have a heavy snowfall
and all these woes coiie to an end™

Fresident of the Kashmir Valley
Fruit Growers Cum Dealers Union,
Bashir Ahmad, expressed the col-
lective sentiment, stating that the
fruit growsers are eagerly anticipat-
Ing the snowfall,

“The deficit in rainfall and snow-
fall has cast a shadow over bath the
agriculture. and  horticulture  sec
tors of the Kashmir valley, During
Chillai Kallan, precipitation plays a
crucial role in keepang the land ir-
rigated and the soil moist, However,
the shortfall in rainfall poses a s
nificant threat fo fruit production.”
Ba said,

Bashir emphasized that the pro-
tonged dry spell not only jeopar-
dizes the quantity but also compro
mises the quality of the fruit,

PPruit growers are lervently pray-
ing for & substantial smowfall o
break the dry spell and safeguard
rests of farmers in the long

aptivates visitors but also provides
livelihoed opportunities for many
From hotels in popular resorts like
Gulmarg gearing wp o welcome
rourists seeking snow-related
tivities ro local businesses, such
as these selling winter jackets and
shocs, anticipating a boost in sales—
snowfall is seen transformative
force for both th namy and the
people’s livelihoods in the Kashmin
Valley.

Raja Khadim, who has ashoe shop
at Lawaypora, in the outskires of
Srimagar sad that he has witnessed
very less business in the [ast few
weeks,

*I have witnessed losses in the
last few weeks. with the weath
er forecast for snowfall, | hope it
boosrs our saled in the near future”
Khadim said,

Autherities are also making prep
arations (o ensure the smooth func.
tioning of essential services during
the snowlall. Snow-clearing ma-
chinery is being mobilized to keep
roads accessible, and residents are
adwised o take Becessary procai-
riots to mavigate the wintry condi-
tions safely.

LGExtends
Greetings

CAPFs and our freedom fighters
whe made supreme sacrifices lor
the umity and integrity of our great
nation,”

“On this auspicious Amrit Kaal
of our Republic, we must reselve
to comvert the challenges of the
nekt 25 years into opportunities
and move together with self-confi
dence on the path to progress.” he
added.
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1600 JKP Personnel
Killed in 33 Yrs: DGP

JAMMLE Director Ceneral of
Jammu and Kashmir Police, R
R Swain on Thursday said that
in 33 years, J&K Police have lost
more than 1600 personnel im
Pakistan Sponsored Proxy war
which is largest among secu-
rily forces in &K

Talking to meporters here at
Pofice  Headquarters  Jammi,
DGR sadd that losing 1600 per-
sonned is actually the bench-
mark and watermark in terms of
demonstrating the commitment
o the national security efforr.

OGP said it besides sacrific-
img their life, many suffered inju-
ries, displacement, and various
forms of vilification and intimi-
dation in the line of duty.

Many have suffered attacks
on their families, have lost
members of their family be-
cause of having worked in the
police and because of having
worked towards the national
security effort in Jammu and
Kashmir, he added.

DGP said thar they have ac-
knowledged  this and  have
many times underlined that a
time has come when J&K Police
and others would make an ef-
fort of chronicling these stories,
individual storics as well as the
collective effort of the Jamma
and Kashmir Palice and mem-
Isers in the fight against terror

DGF further said that these
are tales, those are sagas of un-
told stories which actually are
not well chronicled often,

He encouraged efforts to
chranicle indvidual and eollec-
tive stories in the fight against
termor to recognize the contri-
butions and challenges faced
by those involved in the na-
tional security effer in Jammu
and Kashmir.

DGP caid that J&K Police has
seen honored with 72 gallantry
medals by the President of India
and the Government of India.

“This recognition, as |
learned from the Ministry of
Home Affairs website, makes
s the highest gallantry medal
winners among state police
forces,” he added.

Expressing  his  admiration
and congratulations, DGP R R
Swain said he would compli-
ment all officers and men and
congrarulats the award winners.

Speaking about the security
preparations for Repablic Day,

GENDER INCLUSIVE TOURISM

4 JKP Officers
Honoured With
Shaurya Chakra

‘Observer News Service

JAMMLE: At least four Jam-
mu and Kashimir Police per-
sonnel have been honoured
with prestigious Shaurya
Chakra for their gallant acts
by the Ministry of Defence,
Government of India,

As per a statement, the
awardees include DySP Mo-
han Sharma, Sub Inspector
Ferax Ahmed Dar, AS] Amit
Raina and Constable Varun
Singh,

Director General of
Police (DGP) R.R Swain has
felicitated the awardees
fior bringing laurels and
setting an example for the
whole force by their exem-
plary valour and courage,
observing that the honour
bestowed on them will
surely be morale boosting
for the entire J&K Police
Personnel,

In a special message,
the DGP has commended
these Shaurya Chakra
awardees for their unpar-
alleled courage and deve-
riom to duty.

Highlighting the feat
of these Special Opera-
tign Group Srinagar {also
known as Cargo) officers
the DGP has said that
this prestigious honour
i 4 testament to ther
exceptional bravery in the
face of adversity, show-
casing their dedication of
upholding the principles
of duty and honour to the
sovereignty and integrity
of the nation.

DCP assured that all security
measures are in place. Meet-
ings have been conducted at
various levels, including dis-
cussions with the army, CAPF
bed by CRPF, and other intelli-
EeTCE AZENCies.

"W have ensured the security
of the vense and considered all
potential threat scemarios. We
assure that the celebration will
be peaceful, and we encourage
citizens to celebrate it with full
fervour”, he added. (KNS)

Tourism Dept To Train
100 Female Tourist Guides

SRINAGAR: In a major |
tive tw promote gender incly-
SIVENCSs in fourism activities,
the Directorate of Tourism,
Kashmir has decided to regis-
ter more fermale tourist guides
and impart professional train-
ing to them to upscale their
skilks. In the first instance a
batch of 100 fernales would be
chosen whao shall be imparted
professional training in guid-
ing after registering them with
the Department.

According to Director Tour-
lsm Kashmir, Raja Yagoob, the
idea is to further improve gen-

der parity in the tourism sector
and instill a sense of confidence
among the female tourists whio
roughly constitute arsund fifty
per cent of the toorist footfall
to Kashmir Yalley, "This would
further improve and profes-
sionalize the service delivery
System in the tourtsm sector in
Kashmir.” he said.

Meanwhile, the Directorate
of Tourism Kashmir celebrates
National Tourism Day today
acruss various tourist destina-
tions of Pahalgam, Guimarg,
Sonamarg and Yousmarg etc
with the intent to highlight na
ture consepvation and sustain-
able Tourism,

WO NEWS SERVICE

: The 14th ‘Na-
tional Voters Day' (NVD) was
today celebrated across all
the districts of Kashmir to
mark the feundation day of
the Election Commission of
India, established on 25th
January 1950,

The MNational Voters Day
s observed annually on 25
Jamuary to crate electoral
awareness amongst citizens
and encourage them to par-
ticipate in the electoral pro-
cess. Dedicated to the voters,
the National Vioters' Day is
also used to facilitate enrol-
ment of vorees, especially the
newly eligible young volers,

Dedicated to the voters, the
VD 2024 theme - ‘Nothing
Like Voting, | Vote For Sure’ is
& continuation of last year’s

and comeys individu-
als' feelings and aspirations
toward participation n the
electoral process through the
power of their vote,

Since 2011, 25th January is
beimg celebrated annually as
woters' day o mark the foun-
dation day of the Election
Commission of India.

Av Srinagar. the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat,
who is also the District Elec-
tion Officer (DED)  today,
Nagged-off the Walkathon
HRally "Run for Democracy' at

14th‘National Voters Day’
Celebrated Across Kashmlr

SKICC, here as a part of Na-
tional Viaters. Day being cel-
ebrared to create dwareness
of the significance of every
voter casting his vote,

The DC/DEQ also flagged-
off a Shikara ride from the
banks of world famous Dal
Lake to mark the foundation
day of the Election Commis-
sion of India, established on
25th January 1950,

Addressing the large gath-
ering of participants, the DC/
DED emphasized on the need
1o understand the value of
participating in the electoral
process and  one’s  voding
rights, He said it is impera-
tive for every citizen who has
attained 18 years of age o
get included in the voter fist
o exercise franchise in every
election as part of discharg-
Ing their democratic duty.

The DCIDED urged the par-
ticipants to carry forwand the
message  regarding  power
of voting and spread aware-

ness about the importance
of voting in a democracy, He
said National Voters Day also
educates people about their
voting rights and encourages

Carpet Weaving Training
Centre Empowers Tribal
Girls In Bandipora

_Agencies

BANDIPORA: Tribal girls from a
Bandipora village are receiving
training in carpet weaving, the
initiative started by the Indian
Instiute of Carpet Technology
in Srinagar, J&K, to empower
them economically,
Approximately 20 girls are
eprolled in thas fiest-of-ts-
kind centre, established by
the Indian Institute of Carpet
Technology Srinagar and spon-
sored by the Mational Back-
ward Classes  Financial and
Develepment Corporation. The
initiative seeks to make these

the age of 18, 1o participate in
the electoral process,

Dr Bilal added that greater
electoral participation helps
in making good welfare and
developmental  plans/poli-
cies which in tum make the
mats of democracy stronger.
He stressed on responsibility
T vole besides the right 1o
vote to strengthen the demo-
cratic setup.

Chiel  Education  Officer,
Chiel Planning Officer, Dep-
uty District Election Officer,

SKICC, Divisional Sports Offi-
cer, Tehsildar Khanyar, other
Officers{Oficials of the Dis-
trict Election Authority were
present on the eocasion.

—Majlaiabs,

SRINAGAR: Asserting that 2,
31, 000 new voters have been
added to the final electoral
moll of fammu and Kashmir,
Divisional  Commissioner
(Div Cam) Kashmir, Vijay Ku-
mar Bidhuri said on Thursday
that every ordinary Indian is
entitled to be included ro the
fist in accordance with the
constitution.

The Div Com expressed
aptimism that the valley will
break all previous s in
the upcoming elections. de-
spite the fact that Kashmir
province has been trailing
behind in terms of voting

percentage.

Talking to the reporters on
the sidelines of a function or-
ganised by Chiel Electoral Of-
fice Srinagar at Gove, mhewe
of Education, MA Road Sri-
nagar, E)w Cmnsmdm!villl.-y

Div Com Encourages Citizens To
Vote In Upcommg Elections

in 4K, acconding to Bidhuri,
and things will also change
in terms of thelr less poliing
percentage in Kashmir,
“Young people made a
StTong commitment to vobe
in the next elections as they
showed up in Torce for Na-
tiomal Voters Day, Given that
India is the world's largest

democracy; my wvalley has
been lagging behind in terms
of vat reent, How-

percentage.
evier, I'm hoping that things
will turn around and a lot of
people will turn out to vote
in the next elections” he
sall, adding the final elector-
&l list has been y

decided to be held at Bakshi
Stadium.

People in large mumbers
attended the full dress re-
hearsal at Bakshi stadivm yes-
terday; and [ hope the people
with enthusiasm will attend
the R-Day function at Bakshi
stadium as well. Everyone is
cordially invited to participate
in the R-Day," he added,

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner  Sri-
nagar, Dr Bilal Mohid ud Din
underhined the significance
of voting in efections and im-
pressed on the registration of
new eligible voters to exer-

adult franchi

will top
chart as well the way it has
been setting records in other
imdustries, including towrism.

“Every ordinary resident of
India as per the constitution
is entitled to be included in
the electoral roll, You can get
the actual date from the of-
fice of the Chiel Electoral OF-
ficer,” Div Com said. responcd-
ing to a media query whether
non-locals having obtained
JK domicile, had also been
added to the list.

There has been a major
shift in the overall situation

Regarding  dmangements
on the Republic Day, the Div
Com said elaborate security
arrangements have been put
in place while several other
facilities have been made
avallable for the people at-
tending the function at Bak-
shi Stadium today.

The R-Day function, Bid-
huri said, was  previousty

mized at Sheri-Kashimir
cket Stadium at Somwar
and that the venue in view
of the huge participation of
people was th.umﬁnd was

wn by the constitution un-
der which citizens above the
age of 18 years can vobe,

He said the right to vote for
all is based on equality and
has been envisioned at the
time of framing of the con-
stitution.

He-also gave insight regard-
ing the struggles for land-
mark achievement of voting
rights in different countries
and inception of the concept
in democracies. He
also asked all to actively par-
tl-clt:e in the voring process

lthy democracy.

girls self-reliant.

Speaking with the news
agency, Shegufta, one of the
local girls, said, "We spend our
free time here. Earlier, we usad
o sit i our homes, but now
we are getting trained in carpet
weaving skills, allowing us 1o
earn and become independent™

She said the centre is the first
in their tribal village where

girls are receiving training from
professional instrectors. “We
are learning new skills here, for
which we are thankful to the
government for this initiative,”
she added,

Saima Akhther, another local
girl and a final-year student of
Bachelor of Arts at Government
Degree College Bandipor, said
acquiring skills in today's era
Is very important, especially
for girls. She said the centre is
bringing & positive change to
society as maove girls are com-
ing forward to enroll,

“We did not have many op-
portunities to learn  these
skills. Tribal girls also aspire to
be self-independent, but lim-
ited opportunities hinder their
progress,” Saima saxd.

Maghoaol Dar, a trainer at the
carpet centre, said the govern-
ment aims to equip these gids
with valuable skills, so that
they earna livelihood indepen-
dently and, in tum, teach more
girls in the future—{KNO}

Security Forces Destroy IED

In Pulwama

Fress Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Securiny lores de-
tected and destroyed an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) in
Pulwama district of Jamimu and
Kashmir on Thursday, officials
sl

The IED was found on the
roadside at Badibagh Pahu in
the Rajpora area, they said,

The officials said a bomb dis-
posal squad was called to the
spot and it destroyed the [ED
without causing any kind of
loss.

Free Medical Camp
Organized In Pattan

K0 NEWS Service

SRINAGAR: A free medical
camp was organized by

Idara 1slamic Library lmam
Khamnael (HZ) Yakmanpara,
Pattan on the eve of Birth an-
niversary of Hazrat Ali Ibn Abi
Talits (AS].

DOver 300 patients frem Vil-
lage Yakmanpora and adjacent
areas were examined. coun-

selled and given free medicines

Train Engine Catches Fire At
Railway Station In Anantnag

and tests done by a ream of
highly experienced dectors and
paramedical staff, acconding to
a statement.

The camp started at 11 Am in
the morning and concladed at
3 PM successfully,

At the end of camp Certifi-
cates of appreciation were dis-
tributed among doctors  and
wther paramedical staff for their
extraordinary performance by
the core members of ldara.

SRINAGAR: A frain engine
caught fire at a railway sta-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir's
Amnantnag district on Thursday,
officials said.

No loss of life or injury was
reported (n the incident and
all passengers are safe, the of-

ficials added.

A train engine caught fire
at Qazigund railway station,
along Banibal-Baramulla rail-
way fine, in the south Kashmir
district. the officials said.

The fire has been brought
wnder control, they said, add
Ingg that the cause of the blaze
is being ascertained.

KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMUE The Union Terrtory
of Jammu & Kashmic proudly
presented its tableau during
Bharat Parv 2024, being held at
Red Fort in New Delhi encapsu-
lating its developmental leaps
and rich cultural tapestry.

During the four years,
UT of Jammu and Kashmir has
made strides in infrastructure
development and digital trans-
lormateon aimed at enhancing
agriculture, urban and rural in-
frastructure, public aesthetics,
ease of living and providing a
clean, sustaimable emvironment
for its citizens.

Pertinently, this nine day
Bharat  Pary, launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday, is being organised
by the Ministry of Tourism
from January 23-31 having
seven Republic Day tableaus
showcasing different cultural
tropes from Karnataka, Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, Urtara-

khand, Assam. Tripura, and

Jammu and Kashmir on dis-
play at the fort’s lawns,

The front of the tableau
Brought to life the legend of
Raja Jambu Lochan with a poi-
gnant depiction of a tiger and
a goat drinking warer together,
symbolizing the harmonious
inception of Jammu city, This
scene also heralds the newly
inaugurated Jambu Zoo, the
first full-Mledged zoo i the UT,
a haven for wildlife set amidst
lush patural landscapes, offer-
ing an immersive experience
with diverse animal species,
including lions, rigers, and
peacocks,

A highlight of the tableay
was the frant trailer, showcas-
ing the delicate papier-maché
artistry of Kashmir, with a life-
like representation of a skilled
lady artist at work, This age-old
craft exemplifies the intricate
cultural threads woven into the
daily life of the region.

The tableau’s midsection
paid tribute to the "Saffron
Bowl of India” with vivid de-

@ EBHARATPARV2023 "',

J&K Highlights Handicraft Herltage and Saffron Cultivation

pictions of Kashmiri women in
the saffron fields. The exhib-
its also celebrated Kashmir's

saffron exports, which have
garnered & coveted Gl Tag, un-
derscortng their unparalleled

quality and the region’s agri-

cultural prowess.

Lal Chowk, Srinagars heart-

beat, has been rejuvenated
with a restoration that mar-
ries its historical essence with
modern amenities, creating
dymamic urban space. A scale
model of Lal Chowk's iconic
clock tower, an attraction for
lakhs  of visitors annually,
graced the end part of the tab-
bean, signifying the region's
progressive urban ethos,

The rableau's sides wene
adorned  with  meticulous
models of saffron flowers and
scenes of artisans  crafting
Kashmirk carpets and elegant
wooden products, a testament
o the local craftsmanship and
entrepreneurial spirt.

“This tableau s a glimpse
It Jamimu & Kashmir's com
mitment to growth and the un-
dying spirit of its people, who
are crafting a promising future
while preserving the essence of
our heritage”, said Suresh Ki-
mar Gupta, Principal Secretary,
Culture Department, UT of J&K

Bharat Pary 2024 has once
again provided a platform for

India's states and union territo-
ries to converge and celebrate
their unigue identities. Jamma
& Kashmirs tableau stands as
a beacon of its developmental
Jjourney and cultural splendour,
Inwiting all to explore the re
glon’s multifaceted beauty.

Bharat Parv is a prestigious
natiopal festival celebrated
annually in New Dethi, in con-
Junction with India's Republic
Day celebrations. The event
showcases the cultural diver-
sity of Inclia through traditional
cussines, folk dances and mu-
sic, arts & crafts and displays
of tableaux lrom various states
and union territories. promot-
Ing unity and national pride.

The tableau has been de-
signed under the guidance of
Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary
and  Suresh  Kumar Gupta,
Principal Secretary, Cullure
Department and executed by
Bharat Singh, Secretary JRE
Academy of Ast, Culture and
Languages, Sanjeev Rana, Ad-
ditional Secretary.
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